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Contemplations, the laſt Volume. 1s two Bookes. x 
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| for, having after a ſort vowed this auſtere courſeof judgment and 
|praftice to my ſelfe, F thought it beſt to acquaint the world witb 
|it, that it may either witneſſe my anſwerable proceeding , or 
|checke mee in my ſlraying there-from. By which meanes , ſo 
| many men 48 live-among#, ſomany monitors F ſhatl bave_, 
| which ſhall point mee to my owne rules, and upbraid me with my 
| aberrations. Why I bave dedicated them to your name, cann't be | 
| ſtrange to any that knowes you my patron, and mee your Paſtor. 
| T he regard of which bond, eaſily drew mee on to confider that 
| whereas my body, which was ever weake, began of late to [anguiſh 
| ore, it would not be inexpedient ( at the worſt ) to leave bebinde 
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Honour and Vertue. | 
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LSE SE though the world is furniſhed with otber wri- 
ez Wa ings, cven to ſatictic and ſarfet, yet of thoſe 
Rees Je which reduce Chriſtianity to pratlice, there u | 


XS COSHIS ri/mes publike,needs nootber reaſen,but that 


uy confeſſe, F had ſome eye roms ſelfe : 


Robert Drury, Knight, , 
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| ee tha little monument of that great reſpef which F deſervedly 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
beare you. eAnd if it ſhall pleaſe God to reprieve me untill a longer 
day ,yet it ſhall net repent me, to have ſent this unworthy ſcrowle, 
10 wait upon you in, your neceſſary abſence;neither ſhall it be,I bope, | 
bootleſſe for y0u, to adjoyne theſe my meane ſpeculations unto thoſe 
+ | grounds of vertue you bave ſobappily laid « to which if they ſhall 
adde but one ſcruple, it ſhall be to me ſufficient joy, contentment, 
recompence. From your Hal-ſted. Decemb. 4. 
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| Thereisnothing (bur Man) thatreſpeQeth greatneſſe : Not God ; notdeath ; nor 


| is not reſpeted. Iwill honour greatneſle in others ; bur for my ſelfe, I will eſteeme a 


| takes along timeto emprtic and fill. Now.as there be differences in degrees, and one 


THE FIRST CENTVRIE 


OF 
MEDITATIONS AND VOWES, 


bs: Divine and Morall. 
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==zN Meditation, thoſe, which begin heavenly thoughts, and 
*8 proſecute them not, are like thoſe which kindle a fire under 
oreene wood, and leave it, ſo ſooneas itbut begins to flame; 
lecſing the hope ofa good beginning, for want of feconding 
it witha ſutable proceeding : when] ſer my ſelfets meditate, 
I will not give over, till I come to an iflue. It hath 
| beene ſaid by ſome, that the beginning is as muchas the 
TS middeſft, yea, morethan all : but I ſay, the ending ts more 
1 | thanthe beginning; 


judgement. Not God : heis noaccepter of perſons. Notnatute : we ſee the ſonnes of 
Princes borne as naked as the pooreſi:andthe poore child as faire, well-favoured,ftrong, 
wittic, as the heire of Nobles. Notdiſeaſe, death, judgement : they ficken alike, die 
alike, farealike after death, There is nothing (beſides naturall men)of whom goodneſle 


dram of goodneſſe, worth a whole world of greatneſſe. - 
Eo: E Rn, 3 | | 
As there isa fooliſh wiſdome, fo there is awiſe ignorance; in not prying into Gods 

Arke ; notenquiring into things nor revealed, I would faine know all thatI need, and 
all that I may :Tleaye Gods ſecrets to himſelfe. Iris happie for me, that Godmakes tne 
of his Court, though not of his Councell. 
jo RESEED, EG Tn 

As there is no yacuitie innatute, nd tmore 15 there ſpiritually, Every veſſell isfull; if 
not ofliquor, yet of ayre: ſoisthe heart of man; thotigk (by nature)it is emptie of grace, 


his evill qualities; as ina veſſell, ſo much water as goes in, ſo much aire goes out : but 
mans heartis a narrow-mouthed veſlel}, and receives grace butby drops z and therefore 


heart is neerer tofulneſſe than another : ſothebeſt veſſell isnot quite full, while icis in 
| the body z becauſe there are ſtill remainders ofcorruption.l will neitherbe content with 


4 


| 


yetit is full of hypocriſie, andiniquity. Now,as it1s filled with grace, ſotis _— of | 


F 


ig 


that nieaſure of graceT haye,nor impatient of Gods delay; but evety day I willendevour | 


rohave one drop added to thereſt : ſo my laſt day ſhall fill up my vefſell tothe brim, 
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Meditations and Vowes. 


—w_— 


Ro ——— 


Cent. I. 


Satan would ſeeme tobe wannerly and reaſonable : making, as if he would be con-: 
tent with one halfe ofthe heart, whereas God challengerhall ornone : as (indeed) he | | 
hath moſt reaſon to claime all, that madeall. Bur rhis is nothing butacrattic ferch of | | 
Saran, forheknowes, that if he have any part, God will have none : ſo, the whole fal- 
leth to his ſhare alone. My heart (when it is both whole, andar the beſt) isbura ſtrait 
andunworthy lodging for God: ifit werebiggeranddetter,[ wouldreſerveirtall for him. | 
| Saran may lookein at my doores by a tentation : but he ſhall not have ſo much asone 
chamber-roome ſerapart for him to ſojourne 1n, 

6 

I ſee that in naturall motions, the neerer any thing comes to his end, the ſwifter it 
moyveth. I have ſeene great rivers, whichat their firltriſing our of ſome bills ſide, might 
be covered withabuſhell z which, after many miles, filla very broad channel! ; and 
drawing neere tothe Sea, docven makealittle Sca intheir owne bankes : Sorhe wind 
atthe firſt riſing, as a little vapour from the crannies of the earth, and paſſing forwarda- 
bout the earth, the further it goes,the more bluſtering and violent it waxeth, A Chriſti. 
ans motion(afterhe is regenerate)is made naturallto God-ward: and therefore,theneerer 
he comes to heaven,the morezealous he is. A good manmuſinotbe like Ezekias Sunne, 
that went backward ; nor like 1oſh#4hs Sunne, that ftood till ; but Davids Sunne, that 
(like a Bridegroome) comes out of his chamber, and as a Champion rejoyceth to runne 
his race : only hercin is thedifference, that when he comes to his highnoone, he decli- 
{neth not. How evertherefore, the minde (in her naturall faculties)followes the tempera- 

ture ot the body, yet in theſe ſupernaturall things ſhee quitecroflesit. For with the col. 
deſt complexion of age,is joyned inthoſe thatare truly religtous, the ferventeſt zeale and | 
affection to good things : which is therefore the more reverenced, and better acknow. | 
ledged, becauſe it cannot be aſcribedto the hot ſpirits of youth. The Devill himſelfe | 
deviſed that old ſlander of early holineſſe, 4 Toung Saint ,anold Devill.Somtimes young 
| Devils have proved old Saints, never the contrary : but true Saints in youth,doalwayes 


; prove Angels in their age, I will ſirivetobeever good ; but if I ſhould not finde my ſelfe 
'beſtarlaſt, I ſhould feare I was never goodar all. 


7 
Conſent harteneth ſinne , which alittle diſlike would have dauntedarfirſt. As we ſay, 
There wouldbe no theeves, ifno receivers: ſo would there not be ſo many open mouths 
to detract and ſlander, if there were not ſo many open eares tocntertaine them,” If 7 
cannot ſtop another mans mouth from ſpeaking 111, I willeither openmy mouth ro re- 


prove it, orelſeI will top mine eares from hearing itz, and et him ſee in my face, that 
ne hath no roome in my heart. | 
8 


I have oft wondered how fiſhes can retaine theirfreſh taſte, and yet live in ſalt waters: 
| ſince I ſeerharevery other thing participates of the nature of the place wherein it abides. 

So, the waters paſſing thorow the channels of the earth, vary their ſavour with the 
veines of ſoile, thorow which they ſlide. So, brute creatures, tranſ; ported from one re- 
gion toanother, alter their former qualitic, and degenerate by little and little. The like 
danger I have ſeenein the manners of men, converling withevill companions in cor- 
rupt places : For, beſides that, it blemiſherh our reputation, and makes us thouchr 
ill, though wee be good ; itbreeds inus an inſenfible declination to ill, and workesin 
us, ifnot an approvarion, yeta leſle diſlike of thoſe ſinnes, to which, our cares and eycs 


are ſocontinually inured. I may havea badacquainrance : I will never have a wicked 
'COMPANIONe | 


: ; ; ; 9 ; | 

ExpeQation ,inaweake minde, makes anevill, greater;and a good,lefſe : but inare: | 
ſolved mind,itdigeſtsanevill, before it come ; and makesafuture good,long before pre- 
ſcent. I willexpe&theworſt, becauſe it may come:the beſt, becauſe I know it will come. 
| * "= | 
Some promiſe what they cannot doe, as Satan to Chriſt ; ſome.,what they could. bur | 
| meanenotrodoegasthe ſons of Jacob to the Sechemites;ſome, what they meant for the | 
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Ft Meditations and Vowes. | Cent. 1. 
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| ſinnes ; buran hypocrite dothat laftmore ſhame goodneſle, by ſceming good, I had 


| methinkes no man ſhould be worſe, nowanſoillas I; my meanes ſo many, ſo forcible, 


time, and after, retrait, as Labanto /acob , ſomewhat racy doe alſogive,burunwill ing- 
ly,as Herod; ſome, what they willingly give; andafter repent them, as 7oſhua tothe Gr. 

conites : Sogreat diſtruſt is there in mari, whether from his impotence, or faithleſnefle. 
Asin other things, ſointhis, I ſee God is not like man © but in what ever he promiſes, 
he approves himfelfe moſt fairhfull, both in his abllity and performances. I willthere. 
fore evertruſt God onhis bare word ; even with hope, beſides hope, above hope, a- 
gainſt hope , and onwards I will relie orrhim for ſmall matters of this life : for how 
(hall T hope totruſt him in impoſhbilities, if I may nor in likelihoods > How ſhall I de- 
pend on him for raiſing my body from duſt, andſaving my foule ; if Imiſtruſt him 
tor a crult of bread, towards my preſervation? 

Ifche worldwould make me his Minion, he could give me but what he hath. . And 
what hath he to give ? but a ſmoke of honour, a ſhadow of riches, a ſound of pleaſures,a 
blaſt of fame ; which when I have hadin the beſt meaſure, I may be worſe, I cannorbee 
better : Icanliveno whit bnger, no whit merrier, no whit happier, Ithe profeſie ro 
hate me, what can he doe, bur diſgrace me in my name, impoverith mec.inmy eftate, 


beene too long beguiled with the vaine ſemblances of ir: Now henceforth, accounting 
my ſelfe borne to abetter world, I willin anholy loſtineſle beare my ſelte as ane too 
200d to bee enamoured of the beſt pleaſures, to bee danted w:th the greate&t miſcries 
of this life. | | 

R 12 | 

I ſee there isno may ſohappy as to haveall things z and no man ſomiſerable, as not 
to have ſome. Why ſhould I looke for a better condition than all others > If I have 
ſomewhat, and that ofthe beſt things ; Iwill in thankefulneſſe enjoy them, and wanr 
the reſt withcontentment. $I f 

Conſtraint makes an caſie thing liz, whereas againe, love makes the greateſt 
toile pleaſant, How. many miles doe wee rideandzun,to ſee one ſilly beaſt follow ano 
ther, with pleafiire ! whichifwe were commanded co meaſure, upon the charge of a 
Superiour, we ſhould complaine of wearinefſe. I ſee the folly;of the moſt men, thar 
make their lives miſerable, and rheira@ions tediou3, for want of love tothat they muſt 
doe: I will firſt labour toſertle in my hearta good aff<tion ro heavenly things : fo Lord, 
thy yoke ſhall be eaſe, andthy burthen lighe. : 

Tama ftranger evenat home : therefore + the dogs of the world barkeat me, I nei- 
ther care nor wonder, SOLF TA f IEG s, | 

| FR” Wo : 

It is the greateſt madneſle tn the world, ro bee an hypocrite in regions profeſſion. 
Men hatethee, becauſerhon arta Chriſtian, ſomuch in appearance, God hates thee 
double, becauſe thou art but in appearance : ſo, while thou haſt the hatred of both, 
thou haſt nocomfort of thy ſelfe; Yet if thou wiltnot be:good as thou ſeemeſt ; I hold 
it betterto ſeeme ill as thouart. An open wicked man doth much hu:t with gotorious 


ratherbean open wicked man, thanan hypocrite ::but I had rather bce no man, than 
£lither of them. Ip EIS] TY SF preL1 : | 
When I caſt downe mine eyes upon my wants, upon my ſinnes; - upon my miſeries , 


and almoſt violent my progreſſe ſo ſmall, and, inſcohble : My corpuptions la ſtrong, | 
my iinfirmities ſo freqzent and remedilefle z my body ſo unanſwerable ro my miade, 
But when I looke upto the bleſſings that God hath enriched me withall, me thinkes 


afflict me in my body? inall which, it is eaſie, not tobeeverrhe more milcrable. I have | 


| 


ſhould ſogpe be induced tothinke none mote happy than my ſelfe;; God ismy ttiend, 
and my father: the world nor my maſter, but my {laye ; I have friends not many, bur (6 
tried that I dare truſt them. : aneſtate tot ſuperfluous, gotneedy; yet neerer to defect, 


than abundance: A calling, if deſpiſed - men, yet hohourable with God : abody oo 


NY ds 


LETY 


; TRIM IEEE id DOTEI I ER 9 IL oy as ts 0 te; RO. SPLIT Rs — OL re — 
n "—_— - yu? tg Wes - A . ol - 
i TT EIS - wn SD gre I.  —D ax 7-0 as _ 4; hed Rc ood er er - AS "x 
= ng rn y + A a ag _——— IS A708 ou, EL not nents. Seaton : = Ee 34g? 3 Les hath LES ag ers TEE —_ F_ 
- 4 F-Inhanin_ſ ron $.p- we we een ak ge * war a - fer ca, - = _ " n Q & 
; G 3 I — £7 : oy Rt Nba : 
as ——— s b : 0 ro Cal: <4 | RE Deen "ap en th A *% wlloSs' >. 1-3 a-—"% _—_— ont as 5. ASS. 4p Toy”, ” a CAE a G . > - ” wv + p ' y_— ral. x : - 
I >” US DG 7 GG ” II £26" - "ESR, COME Paw DI ULSLL cnet - _=s => | A IS; II. 3=4% = _ hs ” + - . 2 . ; w: mk” ——_— AT met 2 a PA H3 . 
: . ? A —_ » us. - ' z —_— _— = Lp"M \ " ET . 0 Fae one RS BY - £ , _— . . <9 
> by o afro g . of as _ - ar eo + 4. - = % <5 ow ; - 3 * 7 OR C13 Y . . a -_" a = . 
WET 5 OTF "FI = _—— FE OM 5 "+ Bee we : ava Sounds. or oe er ono TILA 735 Las v- Pr EE Ls one os, os a vs age ——_— . pare » 5, l 
I. _—_ ——_—— _ - "$1 Ix Y . Ref: . . : wg bh k "od... ried; 9 - > ou; F Ke J % - © 26 2 4 Yi 07 4 Ss $645 WO. AS - « F 6 IX 2 * 9 I 
Is» DOI eo? +5; EN MPEERad <a EA EE > Ink 24h - FER ai a fer mea et AGE gn io Se Se Stooges ot et ee te vet; ar Wl + arrvianct eaniiR, 2 = per - gh _—_— ? ; * w2 be oy fe "oh F 
2 & ©. P* Þ Et ire IS : ff -— x 4 : is R p , : ; N . 22k, > Dh q 4 , Do Gan 4 _ = : oo ; - = Ia Ei OE _——_— ED 
Ys 5 _ > a —_ _—_— = þ4 F gt ot kd b 4 7 * din wt res 1% _ ages. ood ahi «4. I © bv neg tl > -__—- ai OS IS ti <tr HA "oe > ER no gt s. [tt oor CY ae 96 as —— 
? 4 _ - - J g © : RSS % _— Do add p —_ G P Y F , I 9 : Yoneng 3h” Fe IR. " 4 L WF or 
: : ol . —— _— _ + Ret - y" _ OI —_ . = a Bos pm re ... < *be pane, wa =; In hd If oo... ot ee Be ww. : eons, os . $3® w27I3723. 3-5. Pe us > 4 L "WET 7 
__ p 3270062 m_— —y-us _ Wn ny 32-3 ” *- pro x 3 S "IC « - a... gw _— ws TOM hom on arte, 0. heh 4 EN .! es a , q 4 w- g 
. - # _— HF... AR IJ > \ oy £420. ods” nd vc = 1 Cs EEE nf I 2g FTE NR OR RETITEnGeT FE - s © - _ 4 is Lacs” - - 
f - . q » 5 a1 9 er OST Tas Foie ro EP 4 po, - I = MN B END = CIEEE WY q _ RR pO, * _ > > 4 Wy 7 - - a FS; ty. . 4 % ” 
Ee Sa < tg < _- ry - --; — pty. Lops ara .- _— For, If ae A wa ON, ” _-_ Np a» : wn By da, Sg : , | 09 5res. ag 
rs th | a X 5 - <- js be ads re *8 a. ART 2g ies ON 4 5 . WIA - - L WA Ts KY Rwamengi 64 hoverr ep ng we BD et wy ve Se 
. 1 Y 4 a br po \ > 4 ” -, - >» m&:H => c A Ie. R = wy ,a8 ' _ — a hy » X 5,99 1 Het” Buck 
_— ." — a” Oo . -* " - Ir5 — a” 5 P , - + WA, a on - bn Pr 4 1” " . 
rt err Inno Bok » 44 - w_-" "a, S 4- 4 "ET. © — — ” 42 _ » — ds of > _ By * : - a 
\ . o ” is 0 hn - K wie rd tbr I _ tho yy nt cr or - ovaprts . . a 
\ S , a —— Rn PUT _ poimmgs? — rgs om no o_ wi 
- p me d Mg EO oo agh 1 =. =; > 00A ” m 
- _— 
_ 


Er IE Ir a ID tre 


2” 


AE RS DER 2 
, 


Meditations and Vowes. '. Cent. 1. 
| ſo trons, asto admit ſecurity, (but oftenchecking mein occaſion of pleaſure) nor yer | 
bo _ asroaffict me Scortanalhy-: A mind not ſo furniſhed with knowledge, tnat 
I mayboaſt of it ; nor yet ſonaked, that I ſhould deſpaire of obtaining it: My miſeries 
afford me. joy, mine enemies advantage ; my account. is caſtup for another world, 
And if thou thinke I have ſaid too much-good of my elfe, either I am thus, or I 
would be. Fg Ot | | 


why | 

The worldlings life is (of all other) moſt Aſcomfortable. For, that which is his God 
doth not alwayes favour him: that which _—_— be, never. 

Thereare three meſſengers of death ; Caſualtie, Sickneſſe, Age. Thetwo firſt are 
donbrfull; ſince many have recoveredthem both : the laſt is certaine. The two firſtare 
ſadden: the laſt leafirrely and deliberate, As for all men, upon ſomany ſummons, ſo 
eſpecially foran old man, itisa ſhame to be unprepared for death : for where others ſee 

they may dic, hee ſees he muſt die, I waslong agone old enough todie : butif live 
till age, Iwillrhinke my ſelfe tooold to live longer. 
| I9 

I will not care whatThave ; whether much, or little. If little, my account ſhall be 
[cfſc; ifmore, I ſhall doethe more good, and receive the more glory. 
os on | 

I care not for any companion, but ſuchas may teach me ſomewhat; or learne ſome- 
what of me. Boththeſe ſhall much pleaſure me ; (ongasan Agent, the other as a Sub- 
ject ro worke upon) neither know I, whether more. Forthough it beanexcellentthing 
to learne ; yet Llearne, -but to teach others. | 


| 


 Ifearth(that isprovided for mortality, andis poſſeſſed by the Makers enemies ) have 
ſo much pleaſure in it, that Worldlings thinke it worth the account of theirheaven : 
ſach a Sunne to enlighten-ir, fuch-an heaven to wall it about, ſuch ſweet fruits and 
flowres to adorne it,ſuch varietie of creatures, forthe commodious uſe of it: VVhat muſt | 
heaven needsbee, thatis provided for God himſelfe, and his friends > How can itbee 
lefle in worth, than God is above his creatures, 8 Gods friends better than his enemies? 
[ will not onely be content, but deſirous to bediffolved, a. 

Itis commonly ſeene, that boldneſſe puts men forth before their time, before their 
abilitie. VVherein we have ſeene many, that (like Lapwings, and Partridges) have run 
away with ſome part of their ſhell on their heads: whence1t followes, that as they began 
boldly, ſorhey proceed unprofitably, and conclude not without ſhame, I would rather 
be haled by force of others to great duties,than ruſh upon them unbidden, It werebetter 
aman ſhould want worke, thanthat great workes ſhould want a mananſwerable ro 
their weight. | | | | 


OM os 
I will uſe my friendas 2ſoſes did his rod : While it was a rod, he heldit tamiliariy in 

his hand : when once a Serpent, heranaway from it. ey | 
. Thaveſeldomeſeenemuchoſtentation, and muchlcarning met together,: The Sun, 

riſing, and declining makes long ſhadowes ; at mid-day when hee isathigheft, none at | - 
all. Beſides that, Skill whenit is too muckſhowne, loſeth the grace : as freſh coloured | 
wares, if they be often opened, loſetheir brightneſſe,andare ſoiled with much handling. | 
I had rather applaud my ſelfe for having much, that Lſhew nor, than that others ſhould 


applaud me for ſhewing more than I haye. 

' Anambitiousmanis thegreateſt enemie to himſelfe, of any in theworld beſides: for | 
he ſtill torments himſelfe with hopes, and defires, and cares : which he might avoid, if | 
he would remitoftheheighrofhisthoughts, andlive quietly. My only ambition ſhall | 
be, toreſt in Godsfavdur on earth, andtobea Saint inheaven. ot | 


A 


26 There| 


—O_— - oh _y 


| why ſhould it inthis alone daunt mee? I will notcare what I doe, whar I ſuffer, fo [ 


_—————— 
” 


ſels knowledge for ſweat ; and ſo he doth honour for jeopardy. Never any man hath | 
goteither wealth or learning with caſe. Therefore the greateſt good muſt needs bee 
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Cent. I. Meditations and Vowes, 


34 


: 26 
There was never good thing eaſily come by. The Heathen man could ſay , God 


moſt difficult. How ſhallI hope toget Chriſt, ifT rake no paines for him ? Andif in 
allotherthings rhe difficultic ot obtaining, whets the minde ſo much the moreto ſeeke , 


may winne Chriſt. Ifmen can endure ſuch cutting, ſuch lancing, andſearing of their 
badies, to protra&t a miſerable life yeta while longer ; what paine ſhould I refuſe for | 
eternitie ? HRS | 

{a 
If | die, the world ſhall miſſe me but alittle, T ſhall miſſe it leſſe, Not itme, becauſe 
ithath ſuch ſtore of better men ; NotT it, becauſe it hath ſo much il], and I ſhall have ſo | 
much happineſle. 
| 20. 

Twothings make a manſetby; Dignitie,and Deſert, Amongſt fooles,the firſt with- 
out the ſecond is ſufficient : among (t wiſe mien, the ſecond without the firſt. Letme de- 
ſerve well, though i bee got advanced. Theconſcience of my worth ſhall cheere me 
more in others contempt, than the approbation of others can comfort me, againſt the 
ſecret checke of my owne unworthinefſle © | 

29 - 
The beſt qualities do: fo cleave to their ſubje&s, that they cannot be communica- | 
ted toothers, For whereas patrimony and yulgar account of honour follow the bloud, | 
in many generations ; Vertue is nottraduced by propagation, nor learning bequeathed 


1115 more of giftthan deſert. 


then miſerable, when either of them balke the way, or when thc 7 meet and kiſſenor. 


Though 1 ſove peace, well, yet I love mainetruths better. Andthoughl love all truths 
well, yet I hadrather conceale aſmall truth, than diſturbe a common peace. 
LTTc 


doer wrongs onely.the Patient : but inthar other, the wrong is done torhe good ati- 


and befides, it prejudices a future opportunitie, I will rather ler paſſe a good gale of 
wind, and ſtay on the ſhore; than lanch forth, when I know the wind will be the con- 
trary. © _ | NN | 

. 


an holy contemplation of oy thingsabove, andacountenancecaſt downeto the carth, 


& + #% > +* 
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by our Will toour heires , leſt the givers ſhould wax proud,and the receivers negligent: | 
I willaccountnothing my owne, butwhat I have gotten ; northat mine owne, becauſe 


| EO 2 rh 
Then onely isthe Church moſt happy; when Truthand Peace kifſe each other ; and | 


For truth, without peace, is turbulent. : and peace, withour truth, is ſecure injuſtice. 


An indifcreer good ation, is lirtle better thana diſcreet miſchiefe. For inthis the | 


on : forboth it makes agood thing odions (as many good tales arc marr'd is telling ) | 
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one meate, yet great incapacitie ; yea, ſo infinite 18 delire, thatthe round Globe of the | 


we I od ar and caading - 


as as. aaa. 4 


—_ 
CPI _—_— —  — a 


. 8 - . s pn An —— _ 
© q _— y » co * "IO" FO! a C » , ._ . aimed 2” <0 w—_ 
NE AAS CET i OUS do + is LORIE by er EL = p” : _—— K G Ms, ont io 
YL o ; Le - _ __ FS 1 - : & w 4 .- 5 "a ns . 
——_— 2 ny L © 4X Fs 4 na wy 4 b . | oy 6a ; - - > 1-2u oy - - - 4 
2 2 we) ” 5 6 * ” . 24 Nay © « —_— - « © k n - . F a - roger —_—— " _ = 
- . A ” - woe ; 9 - we - y 6 re Y "-- . IN ” oy” _ "4 _— "I — 
6 1 Ti ta 3 fe A 6 A Edd — hog en” = Wa oY "2 odds 0 On EBT te ay: 2%. Mo —_ [ ber. 4 War > OR wy XL ada Ht Wins A a tne Þ = 
4 s oo» on Þ * P x ao q jo m_ no O . Gat by - ' * ph = _ - -- -* 9 os "Sake 5 > Ph. 5 Ws 3s £2 £4-*} + #4 *S ” - gn < - 
—_— ——— wy ot © I 3 I >a, tae... uk Ot 8 5 — ee CEL Laans 28 wo | _ ” F Pager RP k _— 4 bx” > 
: OE Y ww 2 Wir > r _ ae By 4 x os wo. - 4” 4 HG IT * — Ob. - * > a. WH3 5 =—X - So Be a; OE or ac. ana « T & 
- s.- 4 o g . o ” #5 . GS © ah.., "FS, n - A oe. bs C _ of 
- T _ —_— 2D 6". 2s m_ _ $i eth ih -<D v2 ko _ <4 we —-— "Ig IC —S + _ 1 PO , "IE * ys " : ” £ 
i = = , . Weis + og - n= 4 "8 þ* 3 5 : _ w 7 - oa, 240 4 £s > . > 
4 id SP AE » 2. m=—_ Fn Augie ff ny ih, a4” -Y * Jum 14 . - lies) * 64 idle 6 Bm 9 4 Wow - 
4 - 0 wed; - 4 9 Y _> i > + CN cy: - 2 : 4 WT w ah” 
-\_E" 4 D 0 oa gr ONE of - ary OP 4 +3 £2 HIT * : * "KY - ne LIES! Gl, oe De Soo o_ —_— AM. es 
g —_ > ares wn : —_— b - - -_ ot 64 pd a” 9 f : — mb —— _—_— : 
- i : h e C & = - - 4 - . 
: ” , m Ix pe G to 4a 9e— + % 4" P ma " o I ry py . 
n TY wtf age” her MIATS *c. 4 d6/” Rd bs 5 # . 
. tf DEN Ben rg 4% * 
. " gs Bc 


6 AY Fa. Wie 

-: = OT CT haart: ty 

; OOO Eng SAUK; 
£4 ae” nes oe 
$S 4 —_— 
—__ = Ibis Af © 
L |. SES AGEL > 

wt ae. WC IRCREAIE 
_—_— A wi 
- Wal wes” org —_ 


=*® xs Let DV P V- 
4 SF © > 
a> 9a aqws wee, e> <y _— I _ 
docs « 
= ne A; WTR rt or ory OS 2 _—_— ei a0g% as : 


Meditations and Vowes. Cenr, |] 
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world cannot fill thethree cornersof ir. Whenit deſires more, and crics, Give, piye, 
I will ſetir over tothat infinfte good, where the more 1t hath, it may deſire more, and 
Ge moreto be defired : when itdefires butwhat it needeth, my hands ſhall ſoone fa- 
ticke it. For, ifcither of them may containe It, when it is withour the body; much 
| more may both of them fill ir, while1t1s within. 


SIR + be "Pp 

With men it is agoodrule; Totrie firſt, and then totruſt : with Godit is contrary; 
[ will firſt ruſt him (as moſt wiſe, omnipotent, mercifulandrtrie him afterwards. [ 
know it 's as impoſlible for him rodeceive me;as not to þe. 

36 

' As Chriſt was botha Lambe, anda Lion: fo is every Chriſtian ; A Lambe;, for pa- 
cence in fiffering, and innocencieof life : A Lion, For boldnefſein his innocencie. 
| I would ſo order my courage and mildnefſe, that I may bee neither Lion-like in my 
converſation, nor ſheepiſhin the defence ofa goodecaule, 


= 

The godly ſow in teares,& reape injoy. The ſeed-tume 15 commonly waterith, and 
lowring. I will be content with a wet fpring, ſo I may be ſure of a cleere and joyfull 
i Harveſt. 5 ED 
| Every man hath an Heaven and an Hell. Earth is the wicked mans Heaven ; his 
Hell is to come : on the contrary, the godly have their Hell upon earth; where they 
| are vexed with tentarions,and afflictions, by Satan and his complices : their Heaven 
is above in cndleſſe happinefſe. Ifitbe ill with me on earth, it 1s well my torment is 
ſo ſhort,and fo caſte: I will not be ſo covetous to hope for two Heayens. 


IR | 39 | 

Man, on his death-bed hath a double proſpe&t:which in his life-time the interpo- 
ſition of pleaſure and miſcries debarred fromhim. The good man lookes upward, & 
{ces heayen open, with Steven, and the glorious Angels ready to carrieup his foule: 
The wicked man lookes downeward, and ſees three terrible ſpeQacles ; Dearh,judg- 
ment, Hell,one beyond another,and allto be paſted thorow by his ſoule. I maryell not 
that the godly have beene ſo cheerefull in death, that thoſe torments, whoſe yery 
{tght hath overcome the beholders, have ſeemedeaſfie to them. I marvell not that a ] 
wicked man is ſo loth to heare of death ; ſo dejet, when he feeleth fickneſfle, and fo 
deſperate when he feeleth the pangs of death; nor that every Balaam would faine die 
the death of the righteous. Henceforth I will envie none, but a good man:Iwill pitty 
i nothing ſo much as the proſperitic ofthe wicked. | 
| 


0 
Not to be afflicted, is a ſigne of ER. 79 ,therefore God impoſeth no more 
011 mee, becauſe he ſees I can beareno more.Gad will not make choyce of a weake 
Champion. When I am ſtronger, I will lIooke for more:and when I ſiſtaine more. ir 
| ſhall morecomfort me, that God findes me ſtrong, chan it ſhall grieve me tobe preſ- 
ſed with an heavie aftli&ion. 


I 

That the wicked have peace in themſelves, is no wonder : they are as ſure as Ten- 
tation can make them. No Prince makes warre with his owne ſubjects. The godly are 
ſti]] enimies; therefore they muſt looke to be affaulted both by ſtratagems and vio- 
| lence. Nothing ſhall more joy me, than my inward quietnefle. A juſt warre is a thoy- 
ſand times more happy.,than an ill-condirtioned peace. 


2 

Goodneſſe is ſo powerfull, thatit can = things fimply-evill (namely, our ſins) 
good fo us:not good in nature, bur good in the event;good,when they are done; not 
good to be done.Sinne is ſo powerfull, that it can turne the holieſtordinancesof Co d 
into.t ſelte:bur herein our finne goes beyond our goodneſſe; That finne defiles a man. 
oration otherwiſe good;burall the goodneſſe of the world cannotjuſtifieone finne; | 
as the holy fleſh in the skire, makes not thebread holy that toucheth ir; but the un- 
| cleane touching an holy thing, defileth it. I will loath eyery eyill for icowne fake : I 
will doe good, bnt not truſt to it, _. "DF | 
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Fooles meaſure good actions bythe eventatter they aredone ; wiſe raen before-hande ; 
by judgement upon the rules of reaſonand faith, Ler niee doe well, ler God take 


is ; charge 
of the ſucceſſe; If itbe wellaccepted, it is well ; ifnotmythanke is with God, * 


He was never good man that amends nor, For, it he were good, he muſt needs deſire 
robe better. Graceis ſo ſweet, that who-ever taſts of it; muſt needs long afrer more: 
and ifbe deſire it, he willendevour it; and if he doe. but endevour, Godwillcrowne it 
with ſucceſſe, Gods familic adinitteth of no Dwarfes (which are unthriving, and and 
ata ſtay)bur men of meaſures. Vhateyerbecome of my bodic,or my eſtate, l will ever 


labour rofinde ſomewhat added tothe ſtature of my ſoule; 


——_——__ 


| 45 th, 

Pride is the moſt dangerous ofall ſinnes.For, bork it is moſt inſinuative (having ct<pr 
into Heaven and Paradue) and moſt dangerous where itis, For, whereall other Tenta. 
tions are aboutevill, this alone 1s converſant only about good things ; andone dram | 
of it poiſons many meaſures of grace. I will not bee affraid more of doing goodthings | 
amiſſe,chanof being prond when I have m_ performed them. 

| 4 IJ —T 
Not only commilſionmakesa ſinne, Aman isguiltic of all thoſe ſinnes he hateth nor, 
[f I cannot avoid all, yetI will hateall. 


Prejudice is ſogreat anenemie to truth, rhat ic makesthe minde uncapable of it; In 


| foreſtail my rainde with reſolution, asrhat I will not bee willing to beberer informed. 
Neither will I ſayin my ſelfe, I will hold it;therefore it ſhallbee truth : but this jstruth, 
therefore I will holdir. 1willnor frive for viQorie, but for truth, 


Fy 


| 4 EEE — q 

Drunkennefſe and Covetouſneſſe doe nwch refemble one another. For the more a 
man drinkes, the more hee thirſteth : and the more he hath, ſtill che more he coveteth. | 
| And for their effets, beſides other, both of them have the power of tranſforming a | 


matt intoa beaſt ; andof allother beaſts, into a ſwine. The formet is evident to {e-nce: 


ſhall bee neceſlitie of nature, or eſtare, In having, I will accountrhat my good, which 
doth me good, | | 


49 
I acknowledge no maſter of Requeſts in Heaven, but one , Chriſt my Mediator. 
know I cannot be ſo happie as not to need him + nor fo miſeable, that he ſhould con- 
remne me. I will alwaies aske, and that of none but where I am ſure to ſpeed; but where 


there is ſo much ſtore, that when I have had the moſt, I ſhall leave no leſſe behinde. | 


Though numberlcſſe drops be iathe Sea; yet if onebe taken our of it, ir hath ſo much 


| | $ 'e! 
 ſeerhat a fir bootic many times makes atheefe: and many wouldbe proud, if they 
had but the common cauſes of their neighbours. I account this none ofthe leaſt favours 


z ” 


ro good; ſo is that next happy thathiriders fromevill; | 
» q 
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| marters of faith, I will firſt lay a ſure ground and then beleeve, though I cannot argue; | 
| holding the concluſion in ſpight of the premiſes: but in other lefle matters, I will not ſo 


| the other, though more obſcure, is no more queſtionable. The coyerous man in iwo | 
things plainly reſembleth a ſwine , That hee ever roots in the carth, nor fo much as | 
looking towards keaven : That hee never doth good till his death. In deſiring, my rule | 


the leſle,though inſenfible: but Ged,becauſe he is infinige,can admit ofno diminution, | 
| Therefore are men niggardly,becauſe the more they give,the leſſe they have: but thou, | 

Lord, maieſt give what thou wilt, without abatement ofthy ſtore. Good praiers never | 
came weeping home:Lam ſure I ſhall receive either what I aske,or what I ſhould aske, | 


of God, That the world goes nobetter forward with me: For; I feare, if my eſtate were | 
| bettertothe world, it might be worſero God: As it is an happy neceſlity that inforcerh | 


| ob | 
' Iristhebaſeſt love of all athers, thatis for abenefit; for herein wee love not another | 


ſo.much as our ſelves. Though there were no heaven, O Lord, I would love thee: 


| 


_ Now | 
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Meditations and V owes. Cent, ]. 


Now there one, Twilleſteeme it, Twilldefireit yet ill L will love thee for thy 
goodnefie ſake. Thy ſelfe is reward enough, though thou broughteſt no more. 


by Ek TIES 
I ſee menpointthe field, and deſpetatly jeopardtheir lives (as prodigall of their 
bloud) in the revenge of adiſgracetull word againſt themſelyes ; whilethey canbee 
content to heare Godpulledout of Heaven with blaſphemy, and not feele ſo much as 
a riſingof theirbloud. Which argues our cold loveto God, and our oyer-fervent affe- 
ion ro ourſelves. In mine owne wrongs, Lwill holdpatience laudable , but in Gods 


-ujuries, 1MPp10us, 


| 


It is an hard thing to ſpeake well z park is harder tobe well ſilent, ſoas 1t maybe 
free from ſirſpition of affe&ion, or ſullenneſſe, or ignorance: elſe Joquactty, andnot fi- 
ience, would be a note of wiſdome. HereinT will not care how little, but how well. 
He ſaid well for this ; Not that which is much, is well; but that which is well is much, 


54 | 
There is nothing more odious than fruitleſſe old age, Now (for thatnotree beares 
frvit in Aurumne, unleſſe it bloſſome in the ſpring) rothe end that my age maybe 
profitadic, and laden with ripe fruit ; Iwillendevour that my youth may be ſtudjous, 
and flowred with thebloſſomes of leaming and obſervation, 


Revenge commonly hurts both the offeits, and ſufferer : aswe ſee in the fooliſh Bee 
[though 1n all other things commendable, yet herein the patterne of fond ſpightful- 
veſſe) which in her anger invenometh the fleſh, and loſerh her ſting, ando lives a 
Droneever after, I accountitthe only valour, To remita wrong ; andwillappland it 
tomy ſelfe as right Nobleand Chriſtian, that I mighthurr, and will not, 


He that lives well, cannot chuſe but dieorell For, if heedie ſuddenly, yet hedies not 
unpreparedly : ifby leaſure, the conſcicnceof his weli-lead lite makes his death more | 
comfortable: But it is ſeldome ſeene, that he which liveth ill, dieth well, Forthe con- 
ſcience of his formerevils, his preſent paine, andthe expectation and feate of greater, 
ſo takeup his heart, that hee cannot ſeeke God. And nowitis juſt with God, nottobe | 
ſought, ornot tobe found, becauſe he ſought to him in his life time, and was repulſed. 
Whereas therefore there are uſually two maine cares of good men, to Live well, and 
Die well: I will have butthis one ; to Live well. 


| 7 
With God there is no free man, buthis <O chough in the Gallies: noſlave, but 
the ſinner, though ina Palace : nage noble bur the vertuous, if never ſobalely deſcen- 
ded : none rich, but hee thar poſſeſlerh God, even in rags: none wiſe, but kee that is a 
fooleto himſelfe and the world : none happy, but he whom the world pities : Letme 
be free, noble, rich, wiſe appy to God; Lpafſe not what Iam tothe world, | 
| 2 | 
Whenthe mouth prayeth, man "SE", when the heart, God heareth. Every good 
prayer knockethat heaven fora bleſſing : butan importunate prayer pierceth ir, (though |. 
as hardas braſle) and makes way for it ſelfe into the eares of the Almightie. Andas it | - 
aſcends lightly up, carried with the wings of faith ; ſo itcomes ever laden downe 
Againe upon our heads. In my prayers my thoughts ſhall not be guided by my words, 
but my words fhall follow my thoughts. , 


J 

If that fervant were condemned of evil that gave God no more than his owne, 
| which hee had received ; what ſhall become of them that rob God of hisowne > It 

| Godgainea little glory by me, I ſhallgainemoreby him. I will labour foto husband 
the ſtocke thar God hath left inmy hands, that 1 may returne my ſoule better than 
| recetvedit ; and that hee may take it _— than TI returge it. 
| Is : 
| Heaven is compared to an hill ; andtherefore is figured by Olympus, among the 
Heathen , by mount Sion, in Gods Booke : Hell, contrariwiſe, toa pit. Theaſcent to 
| rn os the | 


——— — 
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| Cent. 1. Meditations and Vowes. 


the one is hard thejefore, andthe deſcentto, the other eaſte and headlong : and {v as if 
wee oncebeginneto fall, the recoverie is moſt difficult :- and notone (of many) ſtaies 
till hee comes to thebotrome, I will bee contenttopant, and blow, and ſweatin climb- 
ing up to heaven: as, contrarily, I will bee warie of ſetting the firlt Rep downward ro- 
wards the PIT. For, as .there is a Jacobs Ladder into heaven, {0 there are blinde {taires | 
thatgoe winding downe into death, whereof cach makes way forother. From the ob. 
je&t 1s raiſed an 11! ſuggeſtion : ſuggeſtion drawes ondelight, delightconfent, conſent 
| endevour , .cndevour practice ; praftice cuſtome, cuſtome excuſe, excuſe defeiice, 
defence obſtinacie, obſtinacie boaſting of ſinne, boaſting, a reprobate ſenſe, I will 
watch over .my waies : and doe thou Lord watch over mee, that I may avoid the firſt 
degrees of ſinne. Andifthoſe overtake my frailtie, yet keepe me thar preſimptuous 
| finnes. prevaile not over mee. Beginnings, arewith more eaſe and faferie declined, 
| when wee arefree ; than proceedings when wee have begunne. 
Iris fitter for youthtolearne, than teach , and foragetoteach, thanleartie : and yer: 
| fitter foran old mantolearnerhan tobe ignorant. I know I ſhall never know ſo much, thar 
[ cannot learnemore ; and hope I ſhall never live ſolong, as till:Lbe too old to learne. | 
Inever loved thoſe Salamanders, that are never well but when they are in the fire 
of contention. I willrather ſuffera thouſand wrongs, than offer one : I will ſutfer an 
hundred, rather than returne one : I will ſaffer many ere I will cotnplaine ofone, and 
 endevour to rightit by contending, I-haveever found, that to ſtrive with my ſuperi. 
our, is furious ; with my equall, doubrfull , with my inferiour, ſordid andbaſe, witt; 


any, full of unquietneſle. 
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The praiſe of a good ſpeech ſtandeth in wordsand matter: Matter, which is as a faire 

: S © 2 OS | | is a i 6 | 
and well-featar'd body; Elegance of words, which isasancatand well-faſhtoned gar- 
ment. Good matter, flubbered up in rude and cateleſle words, is madelothſome to the 
hearer; as a good body mis-ſhapen with ughandfomeclothes. Elegancie without ſound- 
nefſe, is nobetter than a nice vanitie. Although thereforethe molt hearersare like Bees, 
that goe all to the flowers, never regarding the good hetbs (thatare of as wholeſome 
uſe; as the other of faireſhew:) yetletmy ſpeech trivetobe profitable; plauſible,/as it; 
happens: betcer the coat be mis-ſhapen, than the body... | FO SHER 4G] | 
I ſee, that as black and white colours tothe eyes, fois the viceand vettueof others to 
re judgement of men. Vice gathers the beames of the ſighrinone ; that the eye may | 
| ſee itandbeintent upon it; Vertue ſcatters themabroad-z and therefore hardlyadmits.| 
ofa perfe& apprehenſjon.: 'Vhence it comes to paſſe, that. (as judgement isaccording | 
20 ſenſe), wedo ſo ſooneefpy, and earneftly cenſure a mantor one vice 4 letting paſle | 
many laudable qualities undiſcerned, oratleaft unacknowledged.' Yea, whereas every 
man isoncea foole, and doth rhat (perhaps) in'one fit of _hisfolly, which he ſhall at lea-. | 
| ſure repent of (as Noah, in one houres drunkenneſſe,uncovered thoſe ſecrets, which were! 
hid fix hundred yeeres before) the world is hereupon ready to call in queſtion all his for- 
merintegritie; and to exclude him fromthe hope ofany future amendment. Since God 
hath givenmetwoeyes ; the one ſhall be bufiedabaurthe preſent faulttharI ſee, with; | 
| a deteſting; commileration.; theotherabour.the commendable qualities of the offender; | 
| not without an unpartiall. approbatianof them. So ſhall I doe: Godno wrong; '1n rob- | 
| bing him ofthe glory of his gifts, mixed with infirmities : nor yet, inthe meane time, 
|E | encourage Vice ; while Idoediſtin@ly reſervefor:it a:due proportion ofhatred,;/. 
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| Godisabove man; thebrute creatures under him; ke ſevin themidſt:Leſthehould| | 
| be proudeha. he hath-infigire creathres under him, that One is linfidite degrees above 
him. Idoetherefore eweawe unto God ; imercytothe inferiour creatutes'; knowing, 
| thatthey are my fellowes, in reſpect of creation ; whereas thereis ndproportionbe- | 
| twixt ine, and my Maker. M0 | 
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Meditations and Vowes. 


| drawne into the a tearc | 
the next way to procurean habituall hipocriſie. Let mygood words follow good af- 
feCtions; not goe before them. I will therefore ſpeake as I thinke : but wirthatl, I will 
labour tothinke well ; andthen I know, I cannot but ſpeakewel!. 


|paſt he provideth for his ſoule. He cloaths the body with all rich ornaments, thar it 
| may be as faire withoutas it is filthy within ; whileſt bis foule goes bare and naked, | 


A 


litie it is:butwhen I caſt downe mine eyes tomy body (as the Swan to her black legs) 
and ſee what loathſome matter iſſues from the mouth, noſtrils eares, pores, and other 
paſſages, and how moſt carrion-like of all other creatures it 18 after death; 1 am juftly 
aſhamed torhinke, that ſo excellent a gueſt dwelsbut ina meere cleanly dunglull. G 
| 68 


body ſhort ofthe leaſt pleaſure. What is, if this be not, a reaſonable kind ofmadneſſe > 
| Let me enjoy my ſoule no longer, than1 preferre ittomy body, Let me havea defor- 


| Here lyes a faire ſtone,anda filthy carkaſſe, That only can report thee rich:but for other 


| neſt and honourable ations. Vhich are fo much more noble than the other, as living | 
men are better than dead ſtones: Nay, Iknow'notifthe other be not the way to worke [D 


| of, ſhallcomment uponrhy bad life : whereas inthis, every mans heatt is a Tombe ,and 


= _— 
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| 66 Th 
One ſaid, Itis goodtoinure thy youth to ſpeake well, for good ſpeech is many times 
Þ. &ion :But, Iwovuld fearc, that ſpeaking well withour feeling, were 


67 | wo 
When I conſider my ſoule, I could be proud, to thinke of how divine a nature & qua- 


Euery worldlipg isamad tnan. For, beſides thar he preferreth profit and pleaſure to 
Vertne,the World to God, Earthto Heaven, Time to Erernity;he pampers the body, 
and ſtarves the ſoule. He feedes one Fowle an hugdred times, thar it may feed him but 
once; and ſeckes all Lands and Scas for dainties, not caring whether apy, or what re- 


having notarag oft knowledge to cover it. Yea, hee cares not to deſtroy his ſoule, to 
pleaſe the body, when for the ſalvation of the ſoule, hewill not ſo much as hold che 


med, leane, crooked, unhealrhfull, negleQed body , ſothat I may find my ſoule ſound, 


69 


Aſa was ſicke but of his feet, farre from the heart : yet becauſe he ſonght tothe Phy- 
{itians, not to God, he eſcapednor. Ezechiah was ſicke to die :ver becauſe he truſted ta 
Godnotto Phyſitians, he was, reftored. Meanes, without God, cannot helpe : God, 
without meanes, can, and often doth. I will uſe good meanes, notreſt ig them. 

A mans beſt monument is his vertuous 40G Fooliſh is the hope of immortality, 
and future praiſe, by the coſt of ſenſelefle ene ; when the Paſſenger ſhall only ſay, | 


praiſes, thy ſelfe mult build thy monumentalive, and write thy owne Epitaph in ho 


a perpetuall ſucceſſion'of infamie, whiles the cenſorious Reader, vpon occaſion there- 


every mans tongue writeth an Epitaphupon the well-behaved. Either] will procure 


139 


AncvillmanisclaytoGod, wax tothe Devill- God may ſtampehinr-into powder, 
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me ſuch a monument, tobe remembredby ; or elſcit is better tobe inglorious, thin in- | 


| ortemper him anew ; bur none of his meanes can melt him, Contrariwiſe. a good. 
| man 1s Gods wax; and Saransclay : he relents arevery looke of God, bur is not ſtirred 

ataliytentation«.I had rather bow than breake; roGod: bur, for Satan , 6tthe worldI\| | 
hadtather be broken in peeces with: their viglence,” than ſuffer my ſelfe tobe bowe "8 


>| | 


| ſtrong, well furniſhed, well diſpoſedboth for earth and heaven, C 


| 


The baſcſt thingsare ever moſt plentifull, Hiſtory and experience tellus, that ſome | 
|kind of Mouſe breedeth 120. young ones in one neſt : whereas the Lion; orElephant 
| deareth but one at once. -I have ever found, Theleaſt wit, yeeldeth the moft words, It 
| isbothrhe (ureſtand wiſeſt way, to Speakelittle-and Thinke more. 7201 
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Irisancaſie matter for amantobeecareleſſe of himſelfe ; and yer much eaſier to bee 
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| Cent. I. Meditations and Votes, 


[t is an eaſie matter for a man tobe careleffeof himſelfe ; and yet much eafierto be | 
enamoured of himſelfe. For,if he be a Chriſtian, whiles he contemneth the world per- 
featly, it is hard forhim to reſervea competent meaſure of love to himſelfe : ita world- | 
ling, iti$not poſſidle but he muſt over-love himſelfe. I will ſtrive for the meane of oth; | 
and ſohatethe world, thatI may care for my ſclfe : and focare for my ſelfe, thatI be nor 


in lovewith the world. 


Iwill hate popularity and oltentation (as ever dangerous ; but moſt of all in Gods | 
buſineſſe)which who ſo affe&t, doe as ill ſpokeſmen , who when they are ſent to wooe for | 
God, ſpeake for themſelves. I know how dangerous itisto have God my Rival. 
| | 75 | yu No 
Earth affordsno ſound contentment. For, what is thereunder Heayen not tronble: | 
ſome, beſides that which is cailed pleaſure > and, thar, in the end, I inde moſt trkſome 
of all other. My ſoule ſhall everlooke u Pages tor joy, and downward for penitence. 
| Godis eyer with me, ever before me. {nes: he cannot but over-ſee me alwales; 
though my eyes be held thar I ſee him not: yea,he is ſtillwithin me,though I feele him 
not:neitheris there any moment,that I can live without God. VV hy doe Lnot, therefore, | 
alwaics live with him > VWhy doe Inot account all houres loſt, wherein I enjoy him not? 
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There is no man ſo happy asthe Chriſtian. When belogks up unto Heaven, hee | 
thinkes, Thar is my home: tffe God that made1t, andowes it, 15 my father : the An- | 
gels, more glorious in naturethan my ſelte, are my atrendants : mine enemies aremy 
vaſſals. Yea, thoſethings which arethe terribleſt ofallcothe wicked, are moſt pleaſanc | 
cohim. When he heares God thunderabove his head, hethinkes, Thisisthe voice of | 
my farher, VWhen heremembreth che Tribunall of rhe laſt judgement, he thinkes, It | 
is my Saviourthat ſitsin it : whendeath, he eſteemesirbutas the Angellſerbefore Pa- | 
radiſe ; which with oneblow admits him to eternall joy. And (which is moft ofal/)no- 


thing in carth or hell can make him miſerable. There is nothing in the world worth 
envying, buta Chriſtian, FF | 


7 | 

As man isalittle world : fo every Chriſtian is alittle Church within himſelfe. As 
the Church, therefore, is ſometimes inthe wane, through perſecution ; other times in 
her full glory and brightneſle : ſolet me expect my ſelte fomrimes drooping under Ten- 
_ rations, and ſadly hanging downethe headfor the want ofthe feeling of Gods preſence, 
at othertimes carried with the full ſaile of areſolure aſſurance, ro Heaven : knowing, 
thatas it isa Churchatthe weakeſt ſtay, ſoſhall I, in my greateſt dejeQion, holdrthe 


1] Childof God. 


; {0 — 

Tentations on the righthand, are more perillous than thoſe onthe left ; and deſtroy 
athouſand, tothe others ren :as the Sunne, moreuſually,cauſerh the travellerro caſt off 
his cloake,than the wind, For,thoſe on the left hand miſcarry menbuttwowates :rodiſ- 
| [rrult, anddeniall of God ; more rare finnes : butthe other toall thereſt, wherewirh 
mens lives are ſo commonly defiled. The ſpirit of Chriſtians is likethe Engliſh Tear, 
whereof we reade, that it1s fired with water, quenched with oyle. And theſe two, 

| proſperity and adverſitie, arc like heat and cold : the one gathers the powers of the ſoule 
together, and makes them abler to refiſt, by uniting them: the other diffuſes them and, 
by ſuch ſeparation, makes them eaſter to conquer. hold ir therefore as Praiſe-worthy 
'withG od, foramantocontemne a proffered honour, or pleaſure, for conſcience ſake; as, 
Onthe racke not todeny his profeſſion. When thele are offered, 1 will notnibble at the 


bait, that be nottaken withthe hooke; 
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85 | 
GodisLord of my body alſo : andthetefore challengethas well reverent geſture, as 
inward devotion. Iwillever, in my prayers, either, ſtand, asa ſervant, before my ma- | 
{ter ; or kneele, as a ſubje&, tomy Prince. Ne 
rp Ye Sr have| _ 
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| countervaile one torment : becauſe the one may be exquiſite ; theother, not without 
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ot 
L have not beene inothers breaſts: but, for my owne patt, I never taſted of ought, thar 
might deſerve the name of pleaſure. And, if1 could, yer athouſandpleaſures cannot 


compoſition. And,ifnot one torment, much lefſe athouſand. And if notfor a moment, 
much leſſe for eternitic. And, ifnor the torment of a part, much lefſe ofthe whole. For 
if the painebur ofatooth be ſointolerable, what ſhall the racking of the whole body be? 
Andifof the body;what ſhall chatbe, which is primarily ofthe ſoule? IE therebe pleaſures | 
thatI hearenotof, Iwillbe wary ofbuying _ ſoover-deare. A IY 

2 
As Hypocriſie is acommon counterfeit of all vettues 5 ſo thers isno ſpeciall vertue, 
which is not (tothe very life of it ſeemingly reſembled,by ſome ſpeciall vice. So,devo- 
rion is counterfeited by ſuperſtition ; row thrift, by aiggardlineſſe z charitie, with 
vaine-glorious pride. For, as charity isbounteous to the poore, lois yaine-glory to rhe 
wealthy : as charity ſuſtaines all, for truth; ſo pride for a vaine praiſe : both of them make 
2 man courteous and affable. So the ſubſtarice of eyery vertue is in the heart: which, fince 
it hath nor a window made into it, by the Creatorot it, (but is reſerved under locke and 
key for his owne view) I will judge only by appearance. [ had rather wrong my ſelte, by 
credulitie ; than others, by unjuſt cenſurtes and ſuſpitions, 


Every man hath a kingdome within himſelfe : Reaſon, as thePrinceſſe, dwels inthe 
higheſt and inwardeſt rome : the ſenſes are the Guardand attendants on the Court, 
without whoſe aid, nothing is admitted into the Preſence : The ſupreme faculties (as 
will, memory, &c,) are the Peeres : The outward parts, and inward affections, are 
the commons: Violent Paſſions are as Rebels, rodiſturbe the common peace. I would 
not be a Stoicke, to ha ve no paſſions : for that were to overthrow this inward govern- 
ment God hath erected in me ; but a Chriſtian, to order thoſe Ihave. And for 
that I ſee, that as (in commotions) one mautinous perſon drawes on more ; ſo in paſſions, 
that one makes way for the extremitie of another, (as exceſle of love cauſerh exceſle of 
griefe,upon the loſle of what we loyed:) I will doe as wiſe Princes uſe, tothoſe they mi 
doubt for faRion; ſo hold them downe, and keepe them bare, that their very impoten- 
cleandremiſneſſe ſhall afford me ſecuritie, 
84 | 


right; asa ſtranger, in their uſe. I ſee, that owning is but a conceit, beſides uſing :I can 
uſe (as I lawfully may) other mens commodities as my owne ; walke in their woods, 
looke on their faire houſes, withas much pleaſure as my owae ; yet againe, I will uſe 
my owne, aSif it were anothers ; knowing, that though I hold them by right, yer it is 
only by Tenureat will. 


There is none liketo Luthers three maſters ; Prayer, Tentation, Meditation. Tentati- 
on ſtirs up holy Meditation : Meditation prepares to prayer : and Prayer makes profit 
of Tentation; and fetcheth all divine knowledge from Heaven, Ofothers, I may learne 
the Theorie cf Divinttie z of theſe onely, the Practice. Other maſters reach me by rote, 
toſpeake Parrot-like of heavenly things : theſealone, with feeling andunderſtanding. 
| 86 

AﬀcQarion is the greateſt enemie both of doingwell, andgood acceptance of what is 
done. Iholditthe part ofa wiſe man, to endevour rather that fame may follow him, 
than goe before him, 

4 8 


I ſee anumber, which, with Shime3, whiles they ſecke their ſervant, which isriches, 


loſe their foules, No worldly thing ſhall draw me without thegates, within which God 
hath confined me, 


88 


It isan hardching for aman to finde wearineſle inpleaſire,while it laſteth z Orconterit- 


Meditations and Vowes. Cent. [| 


Al 


Tlookeupon the things of this life, as an owner ; as a ſtranger. Asanowner, 1n their | 


D 


ment in paine, while he is under it, After both (indeed) itis cafie : yet both of theſe 
| ruſt 


Cenr. 1. Meditations and Vowes. 


muſt be found in borh ; or elſe we ſhall be drunken with picaſures, and overwheimed 
with ſorrow. As thoſe, therefore, which ſhould ear ſome diſh over=delicioully ſweet 
doeallay it with tart ſawce, that they may not be cloved ; andthoſe that are toreceive 
bitter pills ( that they may not be annoyed wirh their unpleaſing taſte) rowle them in 
Sugar : So inall pleaſure it is beſt to labour, not how romake them moſt delighttul! 


but how to moderate tliem from exceſle : and in all forrawes, ſotoſettle our hcarts in | 
true grounds of comfort; that we maynotcare ſo much for being bemoaned of others, | 


as how to be moſt contented in our ſelves, 


In wayes, we ſee Travellers chuſe nat the faireſt, and greeneſt, ifitbe either croſſe or 
contrary ; but the neereſt, rhough mity and uneven: fo, 1n opinions, ler me follow not 


the plauſibleſt, but the trueſt;though more perplexed, *, 
90 


Chriſtian ſociety 1s like a bundle of ſtickes laid rogether, whereof one kindles ano. | 


ther, Solitary men have feweſt provocations tocvill ; bur againefeweſt incitations to 
good. So much, as doing good, is better than not dcing cvall, will Laccount Chriſtian 
good fellowſhip better thananEremitiſh and melancholike ſolirarineſſe, 


I had rather confeſſe my ignorance, than falſly proteſſe knowledge, It is no ſhame, 


" 


! DO 
nottoknoiy all rhings , bur it 15a iuſt ſhame to over-reach in any thing, 


FS: SOR 
Suddenextremity is a notable triall of faith, or any other diſpoſition of the ſoule. 


For as in a ſudden feare, rhe bloud gathers to the heart, for guarding of rhar part | 


which is principall: ſo the powers of the ſoule combine themſelves inan hard exigent, 
that they may be cafily judged of. The faithfull ( more ſuddenly rhan any caſualtie) 
can lift up his-heartto his ſtay in Heaven : Vhereas the worldling ſtands amazed, and 
diſtraught with the evill ; becauſe hee hath no refuge to fticunto. For, nor being ac- 
quainted with God in his peace, how ſhould he but have him toſecke in his extremi- 
tie > When therefore ſome ſudden ſtitch girds me 1n the fide, like tobethe meſſenger 
of death , or when the ſword of my enemie, inan unexpeQedaſlault, threatens my bo- 
die ; I will ſeriouſly notehowT am affe&ed-: ſo the ſuddeneſt evill, as it ſhall not come 
unlooked for, ſhall not goe away unthought of. If I finde my ſelfe couragious, and 
heavenly-minded, I will rejoyce inthe truth of Gods grace in me ; knowing. that one 
dram of tried faith is worth a whole pound of ſpeculative ;, and thar, which once 
ſtood by me, will never faile me : If deje&ed, and heartlefſe, hercin I will acknowledge 


cauſeof humiliation ; and, withallcare andearneſtneſſe, ſeeke to ſtore my ſelfe apainit | 


the dangers following, 


93 | | 
The Rules of civill policie may well be applied to the minde. As therefore for a 
Prince, that he may have good ſucceſle againſt either Rebels, or forraine enemies, ir is 


alureaxiome, Divide and Rule : but when he is once ſeared inthe Throne over loyat! | 


ſubie&s, Ynite and Rule : ſd, inthe regiment ofthe ſoule, there muſt de variance ſet in 
the judgement, and the conſcience and affections ; thar,that which isamiſle may be 


ſubdued: bur, when all parts are brovghtto order, it is' the only courſe to maintaine | 


their peace; that, all ſecking to eſtabliſhand helpe eachother, the whole may proſper. 


Alwayes to be at warre, is deſperate : alwayes at peace, ſecure, and oyer-Epicure-like, | 


I doe account a ſecure peace, a juſt occaſion of rhis civill difſention in my ſelfe; and a 
true Chriftian peace, theendof all my ſecretwarres: which when I have atchicveg, 1 
ſhall reigne with comfort; and never will be quiet, till I have atchievedit, 5 


I brought finne enough with me into the world to repent of all my life, though 1 
ſhould neveraQually ſinne : and finne enough acuaily every day, to ſorrow for, though 
I hadbroughtnone with/me into the world : bur laying both rogerher, my time is ra- 
ther too ſhort for my repentance, Ir were madnefle in me to ſpend my whole life in 
jollityand pleaſure, whereof I have ſoſmall occaſion : and neglect the opportanitie of 
my ſo juſt ſorrow : eſpecially, fince before Icame into the Wor!d, I ſinned; after Iam 

> gone 
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Meditations and Vowes. Cent. |. | 


gone out of the world, the contagion of my finne paſt, ſhall adde rothe guilt of it : yer, A 


in both theſe cſiates, Lamuncapable of repentance. I will doe that while I may, which 
when have neglected, is unrecoverable. 


2 


95 V0" F” ATE | 
4707 is LOrMent enough for an enemie. For, it affords as much difcontentment 
in Goren as in want ; wes Hh men like poyſoned Rats : which when they have taſted 
of theirbane, cannot reſt, till they drinke, andthen can much lefle reſt, rill their death. 
It isbetter formetolive inthe wiſe mens ſtockes, 1na contented want ; than in a fooles 
Paradiſe, to vex my ſclfe with wilfullunquie 3 fle. 
96 

It is not poſſible but aconceited man mult be a foole. For,that over-weening opinion 
he hath ofhimſelfe, excludesall opportunity of purchaſing knowledge. Let aveſſell be 
once full of never ſobaſe liquor, it will not give roome tothe coſtlieſt ; but ſpils befide, 
whatſoever is infuſed. The proud man, though he be empty of good ſubſtance, yer is full 
of conceit.Many men had proved wiſe,if they had not ſo thought themſelves.I am emp.- 
ty enough to receive knowledge enough , Let methinke my ſelfe but ſobareas lam, 
and more need not. O Lord, doe thou teach me how little, how nothing I have ;zand 
give me no more, than I know I want, 


Every man hath his turne of ſorrow : whereby (fome more, ſome eſſe) all menare in 
their times miſerable. Inever yet could meet with the man that complained nor of 
ſomwhat. Before ſorrow come, I will prepare forit : whenit iscome. I will welcome 
it: when it goes, I will take but halfea _ of it ; as ſti]l expeRing his returne. 

9 
Therebethree things that follow an injury ſo farre as it concerneth ourſelves ; (for, 
as the offence toucheth God, it is aboye our reach) Revenge, Cenſure, Satisfaction , 
which muſt be remitredof the mercifullman. Yet notall atalltimes : butrevengeal- | 
waies, leaving it to him that can, and will doe it : Cenſure oft-times ; Satisfaction | 
ſometimes. Hethat deceives me oft, though I muſt forgive him, yetcharitie bindes | 
me not, not tocenſure him for untruſty zand he, that hath endammaged me much, can- | 
not plead breach of charitie, in my ſeeking his reſtitution. I will ſo remit wrongs, as I 


may not encourage others to offer them ; and ſo retaine them, as I may not induce God 
to retaine mine to him. 


Garments that have once one rent in them, are ſubje@ co be torne on every naile,and 
every bryer ; and glaſſes, that are once crack, are ſoone broken: ſuch is mans good name | 
once tainted with juſt reproach, Next tothe approbation of God, andthe teſtimony | 
of mine owne conſcience, I will ſeeke for a good reputation among men : not by cloſe 
cariage, concealing faults, that they may notbe knowne tomy ſhame: but avoiding all | 
vices, that I may not deſerve it. The efficacie of the agent,is in the Patient well dif] po- | 
ſed. It is hard for meever to doe good, unlefleI be reputed good, 

100 

Many vegetable, and many brute creatures exceed man in length ofage. Which hath 

| openedthe mouthes of Heathen Philoſophers ro accuſe Nature, asa ſtep-mother to 
Man ; who hath given him the leaft time to live,that onely could make uſe of his 
time, 1n getting knowledge, Bur herein Religion doth moſt magnifie God, in his 
wiſdome and juſtice ; teaching us, that other creatures live long, and periſh to no- 
thing,onely Man recompences the ſhortnefle of his life, with eternitie after it : that the 
ſooner heedies well, the ſooner he comes to perfection of knowledge, which he mighr 
in vaine ſeeke below: the ſooner hee dies 11], the lefſe hurt he doth with bis know- 
ledge. There 1s great reaſonthen, why man ſhould live long . oreater why 
he ſhould die early. I will neverblame God, for making meetoo = 
ſoone happy ; for changing my ignorance, for knowledge , 
my corruption, for immorrtalitie ; my infirmities, 
tor perfeQion, Come Lord Neſs, 
come quickly. 
FINIS, 
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eneoooreoee a SADAME, { know 30ar (hriſlian ingenui- 
if : tie ſuch, that you will not grudge others 
the communication of thu your private. 
right : which yet 1 durſt not have preſu- 
MI med to adventure, if F feared that either 
| the benefit of it would be leſſe, or the accep- 

| tation. Now it ſhall bee no lefſe yours : 
only it ſhall bee more knowne to be yours, Vowuchſafe therefore to 
take part with your worthy Husband, of theſe m3 ſimple Medita- | 
tions. And if your long and pgrations experience have written you a 
larger volume of wholeſome lawes,and betterinformed 50u by pre- 
cepts fetcht from your owne feeling, than F can bope for, by my 
| bare ſpeculation : yet where theſe my not unlikely rules ſhall accord 
with yours, let your redoubled aſſent allow them, and they con- 
firme it, F made them not for the ege, but for the beart : neither 
doe F commend them to your reading, but your praflice: wherein 
alſo it ſhall not be enongh that you are a meere and erdinary agent, 
but that you be a patterne propounded unto others imitation. $0 | 
ſhall your vertuous and holy progreſſe, beſides your owne peace and | 
bappineſſe, be my (;rowne and rejoycing, in the day of our com- | 
mon appearance, Halſted. Decemb. 4. 


Your L. humbly devoted, 
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{ure inenjoying them. Iwill notcaremuch, for what I have;nothing, for whatT have not. 


whole; butofall other creatures, Man;and of all other Men, Chriſtians havethe leaſt 
intereſt in themſelves, I willlive, asgiventoothers, lentonly tomy ſelfe. 


abide to looke on his owne face inthe water (bur ſeckes for troubled and muddy chan- 
nels) weſce well morallized, in men of evill conſcience, whoknow their ſoules are {o 


 Cenr. [1. Meditations and Vowes. 


Tus Sc: cond CenrtuRIE. 


I 
Manunder Gods affliction, islikea birdia a net , the morche ftriveth, the 


= more he is intangled. Gods Decree cannot beeluded with impatience, What 
$x<T I cannot avoid,l will learne to beare. EY 
2 


I finde, that all worldly things require a long time in getting;and afford a ſhort plea- | 


I ſcenaturall bodies forſake their owne placeand condition, for the preſervation of the 


That which is ſaid of the Elephant, thatbeing guiltie of his deformitie, he cannot 


filthy, that they dare not ſomuch as view them ; but ſhift off all checks of their former 
iniquitie, with vaine excuſes of good-fellowſhip., VWherice it is, that every {mall zepre- 
henſion ſo galls them ; becauſe it callstheeye of the foule home to itſelfe, and makes 
them ſce aglimpſe of what they would not; Sohavel ſcene a fooliſh and timorous Pa- 
tient, which knowing his wound very deepe, would not endurethe Chiru rgion to{carch 


Sol have ſcene many prodigall waſters runne ſo farre in bookes, .that they cannot abide 
to heare of reckoning. It hath beenean oldand trueProverbe, Oftand even reckonings 
make long friends :I will oft famme my eſtate with God, that I may know what I have to 
expe&, and anſwer for. Neither ſhall my ſcore runne 0n ſo long with God, that I ſhall 
notknow my debts, or fearean Audit, ordeſpaire of pardon. eh 


A AEIESd rat 6 airs] 
Taccountthisbody, nothing, bur acloſe priſon to my ſoule ; and the earth a larger 
priſon tomy 


it:whereon what can cnſue, buta feſtering ofthepart, anda danger of the whole body? | 


| . 


y body. I may notbreake priſon, till Ibe looſed by death :but Iwillleaveit, 


not unwillingly, when I am looſed. 
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6 

The common feares of the Worldare cauſeicfſe, andill placed, No man teares to 
doeill ;"every man to ſuffer ill : wherein, it we conſider Nt well, we ſhall finde thatwe 
feareourbeſt friends, For my part, I have learned more of Godand of my felte, inone 
weekes extremitie, than all my whole lifes proſperitie had taught meatore. And, in 
reaſonand common experience, proſperirie uſually makes us forget our death : adverſi- 
ticon theotherſfide, makes us neglect our life. Now (it we meaſure both of theſe, by 
their effeas) forgettulneſſe of death makes us ſecure : neglet ofthis like makes us care- 
fall ofa better. Somuch therefore as negle& of life is better than forgetfulneſle of death; 
and watch{ulneſſe better rhan' ſecuritie : ſo much more beneficiall will Ieſteeme adver- 
ſitie, than proſperitte. 


Even rice itſelfeis pleaſant tothe remembrance,when it is once paſtas joy 5, whiles 
it is preſent. I will not therefore in my conce1r, make any ſogreat difference bertwixt joy 
and priefe : ſith griefe paſt, 1s joyfull ; and long expectation of joy, is grievous. 


( 


| Every fickneſſeis alitle death, Twill be content to die oft, that I may die oncewell. 


9 : 

Oft-times thoſe things which have beene ſweet in opinion, have provedbitter inexpe- 
rience. I will therefore ever ſuſpend my reſolute judgement, untill the trialland event: | 
inthe meane while Lwill feare the work, and hope the beſt. 

TO 
 Inalldivine and motall good things, I would faine keepe that I have, and get that 
want. I doe not more loathall other covetouſneſſe, than I affe&this, In all thele things | 
alone, I profeſſe never to have enough. If I may increaſe them, therefore, either by 
labouring, or begging,or uſurie, I ſhall leave no meanes unattempted. 
I1 | 

Some children are of that nature, that they are never well, but while the rod isover | 
them : ſucham I to God ; Lethim beat me, ſo heamend me : lethim rake all away | 
| from tne, ſohe give me himſelte. i ORF 

12 | 

There muſt not be one uniforme proceeding withall men, in reprehenſion : butthat | 

| muſt yary according tothe diſpofition of the reproved.I haye ſcene ſome menasthornes, | 

which eaſily touched, hurtnot; but if hard and unwarily, ferch bloud of the hand:others, | 

as nettles,which ifthey be nicely handled, ftingand pricke , but ifhard and roughly preſ: |: 

ſed, are pulledup without harme, Before I take any man in kand, I will know whether | | 

hebearhorne or anettle, —-, _ ns. {77 22 - 
LY) | " 

L will account no ſinne little ; ſince thereis notthe caſt, bur workes out the death of | 


the ſoule. Ttis all one, whether I be drowned inthe ebber ſhore, or inthe midlt of the | 
deepe Sca. OE mens 


q 


It is abaſe thing to get goods, tokeepe them. I ſeethat God (which only is infinitely 
rich) holdethiothing in his owne hands,but gives all ro hiscreatures.Bur if we will needs | 
lay np, where ſhould we rather repoſe it, than in Chriſtstreaſury? Thepoore mans hand | 
is the treaſury of Chriſt. All my ſuperfluity ſhall be there hoorded up, where Ikfiow | 
it ſhallbe ſafely kept, and ſurely returned me, ws, UTE 


| The Schooleof God, and Nature, require two contrary manners of proceeding, In 
the Schoole-of Nature, we muſtconceive,and then beleeve : in the Schoole of G 20 wel 

| muſt firftbeleeve, and then we ſhall conceive. He thatbeleeves no more than he con- 

| ceives, can never be a Chriſtian;norhe a Philoſopher, that aſſents wichour reaſon; InNa: 
tures Schoole, we are taught tobolt outthe truth, by Logicall diſcourſe : God cannot 
endure a Logician, In his Schoole he isthe beſt Scholler, thatreaſons lea. and afltnre | 
moſt. In divinethings, whatT may I will conceive :the reſt I will beleeve and admire. 

Nota curious head, but a credulousand plaine heart, is accepted-with God. [101 
ft eg | | as 7 6 No 
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| and not tather labour roaſpireto that one abſolure Good, in who is nothil 
TF {4-40 


| tavours, with greatthankfulneſſe. - _ 
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Meditations and Vower. 
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bh Tn 
No worldly pleafiire hath any abſolute delight in it : but as a Bee,having hgh 


mouth, hath a ſting inthe taile. Why amTfotoolith,corelt my heattupon atv of chetn | 


(Ars: | 
S afar 
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ing ofgriefe, nothing wanting to perfe@ happineſle > 
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ER” 17 | 0 DR er 8 OR EY 
Aſhatp reproofe I account better thana ſmooth deceit. Therefore whetl myfetend: 
checks me, I will reſpe& it with thankfulneſſe:wherorhers flatrer me, [ will fuſÞeQ it, 
and reſt in mine owne cenſure of my ſelfe ; who ſhonld be more ptivy (and lefſe jattia It) 
ro my owne deſervings, n SE AO a DT —_ 
I I , Cs 
Fxtremity diſtinguiſherh friends : VWorldly pleaſires , like Phyſicians, give tis over 
whenonce wee lieadying ; and vet the death-bed had molt need of comforts : Chriſt 
eſis ſtandeth by his, inthe pangs of death ; andafrer deathat chebarre of judgement ;, 
not leaving themeitherin theirbed, or grave. I will uſe them thereforeto my beſt ad- 
vantage znottruſt chem. Bur for thee, O my Lord, which in metcy andrriithcanſt not. 
faile me, (whom I have found ever faithfull and preſctit in allexrremities) Kilfme, yet 
will Itruſtinthee. | Ee ee” ON 
Wee have heard of ſo many thouſand generations piſſed, and we haye ſeeneſo ma- 


ny hundreds die within our knowledge ; that I wondet aiy tian can make account to 
live ofte day, Iwilldie daily. Ir is not done before the time, which may be done ar 
all times. _ es 


20 go wg | 
Deſire oft-times makes us unthankfull. For, wh fo hopes for thathe hath not, uſu- 


ally forgets that which he hath. I will not ſuffer my heart to tove after high or impoſſi- 
| ble hopes ; leſt I ſhould, in the meane time, contemne preſent benefits. FY 


In hoping well, in being ill, and fearing wotſe, thetife ofmati 1s wholly conſumed, 
When TI atm ill, I will livein hope of better :when well, in feare of Worſe : neither will 
I, atanytine, hope without feare  le{fT ſhould deceive my ſelfe with too much conki- ; 
dence(wherein will (hallbe ſo much moreunwelcotne arid intolerable, becauſe I looked 
for $009) nor againe,feare withouthope , leſt I ſhouldbe over-miich dejeted: nor doe 
either of them, without true contentation. + : MI 
we, 22 __ TE Ds 
Whatis nan to the whole earth 2-Whar is catth to the heaven 3 What is heaven to | 
his Maker I will admize nothing in it (elfe , butall things in God and God inallthings. | 
"Therebe three uſuallcauſes of ingratitude, uponabenefitreceived : Ehvie, Pride, 
Covetouſneſſe : Envie, looking moreat others benefits, than our owne; Pride, looking, 


have, than what we have. In good turnes, I will neither reſpe& the giver, nor my 
ſclfe, nor the gift, nor others ; butgnly the incentandgood will from whence it pyocce- 


. of 


| 24 EIN TODOS 
Whereas the cuftome of the world is, rohate things preſent, to defire future, an 


magnifie what is paſt ; Iwill contrarily eſteeme that which is preſent, belt. For, bor 


yet fomewharbecauſe it was. 


Wepittie the folly of che Larke,which{While itplayeth with theferher,and ſtooperh 
tothe glaſſe) is caught in the fowlers ner t and yer, cannot ALVES All 
fooles by Saran ; who; deludingusby the vaine terhersand glaſſes of the of Bin 

;at we 
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denly enwrapperhus in his ſnares. We ſee not the nets indeed ; it is roo muc 


_ —_ 


l 
ſhall 


more at our ſelves, than the benefit , Coverouſnefſe, looking more at what we would || 


what is paſt, was once preſent , and what isfuture, willbe preſent - futurethingsnexr, | 
becauſe they arepreſentin hope; wharis paſt, leaſt ofall, becauſe it cannorbe preſent : 


er.canvot fee qur ſelves alike made | 
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ded, So ſhall I requite orhters great pleaſures, withequall good will,andaccept of ſmall | 
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Gene. 1Þ| | 
(hall feele them, andtharthey are not ſo caſily eſcaped after, asdefore avoided. O Lords | A' 
| keepe thou mine eyes from beholding vanitie. And though mine eyeslee it, let-not 
| my heart ſtoopeto it, but loath itafrre off. And, it I ſtoope atany time, and ve taken, 
ſerthou my ſoule at libertie : that I may ſay, My foule 156 {caped, even as a bitd out of 
the ſhareofthe Fowler ; the ſnare is broken, and I am delivered. 
26 | | 
ingevill;tolooke to ſecondary cauſes, without reſpe& tothe higteſt,maketh 
Woerualny ſowe bite at the ſtone by negle&t him thatthrew 1t. If wetakeablow 
at ourequall,we returne it with uſurie: if ofa Prince,werepine not. Whartniatter is it,if 
God killme, whether he doe itby an Ague, or by the hand ofa Tyrant > Againe, 1nex-. 
pecation of good,to looke tothe firſt cauſe, without care of the ſecond,argues idleneſle, 
and cauſeth want. As we cannot help. our ſelyes, without God : ſo God will-ner 
ordinarily help us, without our ſelyes. Inboth,[ will looke up to God, withoutrepinng |B 
at the meanes in one, or truſting them in the other. ” 1 
WE > 4 TRL | | 
If my money were another mans, I couldbut Keepe It. : only the expending ſhewes it 
my owne. It is greater glory, comfort, and gaine, to lay it out well, thanto keepe it | 
ſafely. God hath made me, not his Fs but his Steward, LENS 
2 | 
Auguſt ines fricnd, Nebridius, notunjuſtly hated a ſhort anſ Wer ,t0 a weighty anddif-: 
ficulr queſtion , becauſe the diſquiſition of great truths. requires time, andthe deter- | 
mining is perillous : Iwillas much hate a tedious and farre-ferched anſiver.to a ſhort | 
andeaſie queſtion. For, asthat other wrongs the truth, ſothis the hearer, - 1 
29 
| Performanceisabinder, I will requeſt no more favour of any.man than Lmuſt needs. 
I will rather chuſe ro make an honeſt ſhift, than over-much enthrallray ſelfe, by being 
beholding. | | : nl 


| 


20 2-4 

The Worldis a ſtage , every manan actor, andplaies his part, here, either in a Co- 
medie, or Tragedie, The good man is a Comedian ; which (how-ever he begins) ends 
merrily : but the wicked man a&s a Tragedie ; and therefore ever ends in horrour. 
Thou ſeeſt a wicked man yaunt himſelfe on this ſtage: ſtay rill the lata; and looketo 
his end (as David did) and ſce whether that be peace. Thou wouldeſt make ſtrange 
Tragedies, if thou wouldeſt have but one Ac. .VWhoſees an Oxe, grazing ina fat and| 
ranke paſture,and thinkesnot that he is neere to the ſlaughter > whereas the leane beaſt, | 
that toiles under the yoke, is farre enough fram.the.ſhambles. The beſt wicked man} 
cannot be ſo envied in his firſt ſhewes, as he is pitiable inthe concluſion, | "0h 


3 T : 
Of all objeQs of Beneficence, I will chuſe either an old man, or achilde , becauſe 


' theſe are moſt out of hope torequite. The one forgersa 200d turne : the other five $ not 
tO repay 1 . , | Faye rr 


That, which Pycbagoras ſaid of Philoſophers, is more true _of Chriſtians : (for, | 
 Chriſtiarntie is nothing but a divine and better Philoſophy.) Three ſorts of megcame | 
tothe Market : buyers, ſellers, lookers on. The two firſt arebothbuſie, and carefully | 


bo 


diſtracted about their Market : onely the third live happily ; uſing the worldas if they 
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uſed it nor. f 
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| 
TRICK. | 
There bethree things, whichof all other I will never ſtrive for *the wall, the wav, the F 
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| beſtſear. IfT deſerve well, a low place cannot diſparage me [% much as 1 ſhall grace 
it: if nor, the __ of my place ſhalladde to-my ſhame - whiles cyery man RA roc 
:demne me of pride matched withunworthineſle . dts ee nin} 


I fee there is not ſomvch difference betwixc a man anda beaſt, 3s betwixt a Chriſti-! 


an, anda naturall man, For, whereas man lives bur onelife of reaſon, above the bealt; | 
Fo Ctriſtian lives foure lites, above anaturallman : The life of inchoare regeneration, 


& by ' 
Ti EO | __ 8 


een. tr Rt 


= F $ 


' | Cent. 11. Meditations and Vower, 


by grace ; the perfe@ life of imputed righteouſneſle ; the life of glory begun, inthe 
ſeparation of che ſoule ; rhelife of periec glory, inthe ſociery of rhebody, with the 
ſoule in full happineſſe : The worſt whereof is better by many degrees, than the beſt 
lifeof anaturall man. For whereas rhe dignity of the life is meaſured, by the cauſe of 
ic,(in which regardche life of the plant is baſeſt, becauſe iris but from the juyce,ariſing 
from the root, adminiſtred by the earth : the life of the bruit creatureberter thanit, be. 

cauſe itis ſenſitive : of a man better thanit, becauſe reaſonable) and the cauſe of this 
life, is the Spirit of God , fo farre asthe Spirit of God is above reaſon, ſo farre dotha 
Chriſtian exceed a meere naturaliſt. Irhanke God much that he hath made mea way; 
butmore, that he hath made me a Chriſtian : without which, I know not whether it 
had beene better for me to have beeneabeaft, or not to have beene. 


Great mens favours, friends promiſes, and dead mens ſhooes, I will eſteeme, bur | 
not truſt to. | 
12) 36 

It isa fearcfull thing to finne ; more fearfull to delight in finne ; yet worſe than worſt, 
to boaſt of it. If rherefore I cannotavoid finne, becauſe Iam aman , yerT will avoid 
the delight, defenſe and boaſting of ſinne, becauſe Lama Chriſtian, 

| HEY | 37 ED: : | 
Thoſe things which are moſt eagerly deſired, are moſt hardly both gotten and kept; 
Godcommonly croffing our deſires, in what weare oyer-fervent.I willtherefore account 
all thingsas too good to have, ſo nothing 6 to loſe. 

: 33 | 

A truefriend is notborne every day. It is beſt to be courteous to all, entire with few. | 
So may we (perhaps) have lefle cauſe of joy : Lam ſure, leffe occaſion of ſorrow. 


Secrecies, as they area burthen tothe minde, erethiey be uttered : fo are they no 
lefſe charge to the receiver, when they ate uttered. Iwill not long after more inward | 
ſecrets, leſt I ſhoud procure doubt to my ſelfe, and jealous feare tothe diſcloſer : Bur | 
as my mouth ſhall be ſhur with fidelity , notto blab chem ; ſo mine eare ſhall not be too | 
opento receivethem, | | | 


SE, 40 eng 
| As good Phyſicians, by one receit make way foranother : ſo is it the ſafeſt courſe in 
| praQice: I will reveale agreat ſecretto none; but whom I have found fairhfull in lefle. | 


41 
I will enjoy all things in God, and God inallthiwgs; nothing in it ſelfe : So ſhall my 
joyes neither change, nor periſh, For how ever thethings themſelves may alter, or fade: | 
yerhe, in whom they are mine, isever like himſclfe, conſtant, andeverlaſting, 
2 | 
If I would provoke my ſelfe to contentatian; I willcaſt downe mine eyes ro my infe- 
riours; andthere ſee better men in worſe condition: ifrohumilitie, Twill caft themup 
to my betters ; and ſo much more dejeR my ſelferothem,,by how much more I ſee them | 
thought worthy to be reſpeaed of others, and defervebetter in themſelves, 


True vertuereſts in the conſcience of it Lite, either for reward, orcenſure. If there- | 
fore I know my ſelfe upright, falſe rumours ſhallnot daunt me : ifnotanſwerableto the | 
good report of my favourers, I willmy ſelte finds rhe firſt fault, that I may preventthe | 
ſhame of others. | | | 


- > HT | | 
I will account vertue the beſt riches, knowledge the next, riches the worſk ; and 
therefore will labour tobe vertuous and learned, without condition: as for riches, if 
they fall in my way, Lrefuſe them not; but ifnot, I deſirethem nor. | 
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, 45 | 
An honeſt wordTaccountbetter, thana careleſſe oath, I will ſay nothing butwhatT 
dare ſweare, and will performe. Ir isa ſhame fora Chriftian toabide his tongue afalle | 
Fe, or his mindealooſe miſtrefſe. 
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Meditations and Vowes. Cent. I l. 


Thereisa juſt andeaſie difference tobe put betwixta friend and an enemy ; betwixt 
a familiar, andafriendz and muchgood ne to be made of all: but, of all, withdiſcre- 
tion. Iwill diſcloſe my ſelfenowhit to my enemy, ſomewhat ta my friend, whollyto 
no man; leſt I ſhould be more others,than mine owne. Friendſhip isbrittle ſtuffe, How 
know I, whether he that loves me, may not hate me hereafter ? | | 


No man, butis an caſie Indge of his owne matters ; and lookers 0n oftentimes ſce the 
more. Iwilltherefore ſubmirmy ſelfeto others, in what I am reproved : but in what 1 


OT : 
| Iwillnotbeſo merry, as to forget God nor ſo forrowfull, to forget my ſelte. 


am praiſed, only to my ſelfe. 


49 
As nothing makes ſo ſtrong and mortall hoſtility, as diſcordinreligions : fo nothing | 
in the world unites mens hearrs ſo firmely, as the bond of faith. For, whereas there are 
| three grounds of friendſhip, Vertue, Pleaſure, Profitz and by all confeſſions, that isthe 
ſureſt, which is upon vertue : it muſt needs follow, that what is grounded on the beſt, 
and moſt heavenly Vertue, muſt be the fafteſt : which, as it unites man ro God ſoinſe- 
parably, that no tentations, no torments, not all the gates of Hell canſeverhim; fo it| 
unites one Chriſtian ſoule to another ſo firmely, thatno outward occutrences, no imper- | 
fe&ions in the party loved, can diffolve them, IF I love not the child of, God (for his 
 owne fake, for his Fathers ſake) more than my friend (for my commodity, or my | 
 kinſman forbloud) I never received any ſparke of true heavenly love. ; 
\ 5 Oo | of = 
The good duty, thatis deferred upon aconceit of preſent unfitneſle, at laſt growes | 
ircſome ; and thereupon altogether neglected, Iwill not ſuffer my heartroenterraine | 
the leaſt thought of lothneſſe towards the taske of devotion, wherewith Thave | 
ſtinted my ſelfe : but violently breake thorow any motion of unwillingneſfle ; not without | 
a deepe checketo my ſelfe, for my backwardneſle. | 
RE FI irs 21 
| Hearing isaſenſe of great apprehenſion ; yet farre more ſubje& to deceit, than ſee- 
ing : notinthe manner ofapprehending, bur inthe uncertainty ofrhe obje. Words | 
are vocall interpreters of the minde; actions, reall: and therefore how ever both ſhould 
ſpeakeaccording tothe truth of what isin the heart; yet words doe morebelietheheart, 
' chan actions, I care not what wordsI heare, when I ſee deeds. Iam ſure, what a man 
doth, he rhinketh : notſoalwaies, what he ſpeaketh. Though I will not be ſo ſeverea | 
| cenſor, that, for ſome fewevillaRs, I ſhould condemnea man of falle-heartedneſle --yer, | 
incommon courle of life I neednotbe ſo mopiſh, as not to beleeye rather the language | 
of the hand, than ofthe tongue. He, that ſayes well, and doth well, is without exception 
commendable: but, ifone ofrheſe muſt be ſevered from the other, Ilike him well. that 
doth well, andſfaith nothing. : 


52 
' That, which they ſay of che Pelican, thatwhen the Shepherds, in deſire to catch her 
| lay fire nor farrefrom her neſt, which ſhee finding, and fearing the danger ofher young ; 
ſeckes toblow out with her wings, ſolong till ſhee burne her ſelfe and makes her ſelfea 
prey, inan unwiſe pirtie to her young ; I ſee morally verified in experience, of thoſe 
| which indiſcreetly medling with the flame of difſentionkindled inthe Church. rather 
increaſe than quench it , rather fire their owne wings than helpe others, I had rather | 
bewailethefire afarre off, than ftirre in the coles of it, I would not grudge my aſhesto 
| it, ifthoſe might abate theburning : bur, fince I ſee this is daily increaſed with parta- 
king, I will behold it with ſorrow ; and meddlenootherwiſe than by prayers to God,and 


intreaties to men , ſeeking my owne ſafety, and the peace of the Church, inthe free- 
dome of my thought, and ſilence of my tongue, 


| That which is ſaid of Lucillaes fa&ion, tha: angerbred it, pride foſtered it, and co- 
vetouſneſle confirm'd ir, is true of all Schiſmes, though wich ſome inverſion. For , the 
| EN EB | | moſt 
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| Cent; 11. Meditations and Vowes. 


moſt arebred through pride, ( whiles men, uponan high conceir of themſelves , ſcorne 
| togoc in the;common road, and affe& ſingularity in opinton ) are confirmed through 
anger, ( whiles they tomacke and grudge any contradiction) and arenouriſhed through 
coyetouſheſſe , whiles they ſeeke ability tobeareont their part. In ſome others againe, 
| covetouſneſle obtaines the firlt place, anger tbe ſecond, pride rhie laſt” Hereintherefore 
| T have beene alwayes wontro commend andadmirethe kumility ofthoſe greatand pro- | 
found wits, whom depth of knowledge”hath not'led to by-parhs in! judgement ; bur 
(walking inthebearen path of the Church) have bent all their-torces to the eſtabliſh- 
| ment of received truths : accounting it greaterglorytoconfirme anancient verity, than 
| rodeviſea new opinion ( though never {0 profitable ) unknowne to their predeceſſours, 
| | Iwillgorreje atruth, formeere noveltie :- ( Old truths may come newly to light, 
| || neither is God tied to times, for the gift of his illumination ) but I will ſaſpe& ano: 1 
vell opinion, ofuntruth; and nor entertaine-it, unlefle it may be deduced from ancicht 
grounds, $9 " | | 


| 


| Theearcand the eyearethe mindes feceivers ; but the tongue is only buſiced in ex. 
pending the treaſure received. Ifrheretore the revenues of the mide de utteredas faſt, 
 orfaſter than they are received , it caiinotbe, but that the minde muſt needs beheld 
bare, andcannever layup for purchaſe, But, ifthereceiverstake inſtil|withno utterance, 
the minde may ſoone grow a burthen to it ſelfe, and unprofitable toothers, I will nor lay 
uptoo much, and utter nothing, leſt Tbe covetous : nor ſpend much; and ſtore up little, 
| leſt I beprodigalland poore. . 
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 Irisavaine-glorious flattery fora miahtopraile himſelfe: An envions wrong todetra@t 
from others. -I will therefore ſpeake no ill of others, no goodof my felfe. 
| 56 ah | 
That which is the miſery of Travellers, to finde many Oaſts, and few friends, is the 
eſtateof Chriſtians in their pilgrimage toabettet life, Good friends may nor, therefote, 
| be eaſily forgone * neither mult theybe uſed as ſuits of apparell ; which whenwe have 
| worne threed-bare, we caſt off, and call for new. Nothing, but death or villany, ſhall 
divorce me from an oldffiend ; bur tiltI will follow himſofarre; as is either poſtibleor 
honeſt: andthen I will leave him, with ſorrow, | 
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| © : 

| © True friend(hip neceſſarily requires Patience, For there is no man, inwhom I ſhall 
| not'miſlike ſomewhat, and who ſhall nor, as juſtly miſlike ſomewhat in me. My friends 
faulrs therefore, if little, I will ſwallow and digefl ; it great, I will ſmother them : how- 
ever, I will winke atthemto others, bur, ev rg notifle theni to himſelfe, © | 
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| Injuries kurt not more in the receiving, than inthe remembrance. A ſmall injury ſhall 
| gocas it comes : a great injury may dine or ſbp with me; but none at all ſhall lodge with | 
me. 'Why ſhould I vex my ſelfe, becauſe another hath vexed me? 
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| Itisgooddealing with chat, over which we have themioſt power. If my ſtate willnot 

be framedto my minde, I will labour to 9 my mindeto my eſtate. | 

| 00 | TREES | 

Itisagreat miſery to be cithet alwaies, or nevetalone : ſociety of men hath not ſo 
much gaine as diſtra&ion, In greateſt company I will be alone to my felfe 7 in gteateſt 


oy ee enmaane ar oaina_>—— ce 
Sage 


privacie, in company with God, | a 
Gricfe for things paſt that cannot beremedied, and care fot things tocome that can- | 
not be prevented, may caſily hurt, can never benefit me, I will therefore commir my 
ſelfeto Godin both, and enjoy thepreſerits | 
I FLO 1-5 Re rin: fe EE 

. Let my eſtate be never ſo meane, I willever keepe niyſelte ratherbeneath, thanei- 
ther levell or above it. A man may iſe when he will, with honour : but cannor fall with- | 
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out ſhame. F 
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Meditations and Vowes. Cent. lI.| 
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F | 62 | | 

; ins doth ſo befoole a man, as extreme paſſion, This doth both make them 
No otherwiſe are not; and ſhew them tobe fooles, thatare ſo, Violent paſ- 

loonie x ſz; Iwill atleaſt ſmorh 

| fzons, if L cannot tame them, rhatthey may yeeld to my eaſe ; Iwill at leaſt ſmother 

| them byconcealement, that they may not _ ro my ſhame. 


—— 
1A 


| "ko minde of man, though infinite in defier, yet is finite incapacitie. Since Icannor 
Ed parnes all chings, Twill labour firſt toknow what I needs muſt, for their uſe: 
next, what Ibeſt may, for OP L2e I 1 
| | . Thouh timebe precious to me (as all irrevocable good things deferve.tobe) and 
of all other things, I would not be laviſh of it ; yet L will accountno time loſt, that is 
either lent to, or beſtowed upon tny _ ; 
ThepraQiſes of the beſt menaremore ſubject toerrour than their ſpecu 
| will honour good examples : but I will live by good precepts. 


lations. I 


6 | tt 
- As charitie requires forgerfullneſle of Crill deeds : ſo patience requires forgetful- 
| neſſe of evill accidents, I willremember evills paſt, to humble me; not tovex me 
| 68 den ui 

- It isboth amiſery and a ſhamefor a man tobe a Bankrupr in love : which he may 
eaſily pay, and bee Never the more impoveriſhed, I will be inno mans debt, for good 
will: butwill at leaſt returne every manhis owne meaſure, if not with ufury. Itis much 
better tobe a Creditor, than a Debtor, in anything ; buteſpecaally ofthis ; yet of this 
Iwillſobecontent tobe a Debtor, that 1 will alwates be paying it where I owe it ; and. 
| yet never will have ſopaid it, thatI ſhall notoweit more, 
{ Be IE TIER. 69 | = 
|, The' Spaniſh Proverb is too true z Dead men and abſent finde no friends. All 
|*outhes ar boldly opened, with aconceite of impunitie. My eare ſhall benograveto 
| bury my friends good name.. Buz.as I will be my preſent friends ſelfe , So will I be 
|. my abſent friends deputie z toſay for him what he would (and cannot) ſpeake for 


humſelfe. 


70 
., The lofle of my friend, as itſhall moderately grieve me , {o.it ſhall another way. 
{muchbenefite me, inrecompence ofhis want : for it ſhallcmeake me thinke more often, 
[and ſeriouſly of carth, andotheaven, Of earth, forhisbody which is repoſed init : Of 
| Heaven, forhis ſoule which poſleſlerh itbefore me : Of carth, toput me inmindeof 
| my like frailty and mortality : Of Heaven, to make me deſire, and (after a ſort) emulate 
|; bis happineſſe and glory. . . FEE | 


; 
f 


|  Varieticof obje@s is wont tocauſe diſtraion : whenagaine alittle one, laid cloſe 
| to the eye (ifbutof apeny breadth) wholly takes up the fight , which could elſe ſee 
the wholchalfc Heavenatonce, Iwill haye the eyesofmy inde ever fore-ſtalled, and 

| filled with theſe twoobieds, the ſhontneſle of my life, eternity after death, "ON 
| ES 7 2 i 
 Ifeethathets more happy, that hath nothing toloſe, than he that loſeth that which 
hehath, Iwilltherefore neither hope for riches, nor feare poyertie, ; 


. : 73 | 
| I care notſo much in any thing for multitude, as for choice. Bookes and friends 1 
willnot havema 


ny : Thad rather ſeriouſly converſe with a few, than wander amongſt 
REILLY A | | 


| The wicked man isa very coward, and Said ocevery thing. Of God; becauſe he 

is hiScnemie, : of Satan, becauſe he is his rormetitor : of Gods creatures, becauſe they 
(oyning with their Maker) fight againſt him :ofhimſelfe, becauſchebeares about him 
| his owne accuſer and executioner The godly man contrarily, is afraid of nothing. Not. 
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Cenr, II. Meditations and Vowes, 


of God, becauſe he knowes him his beſt friend, and therefore willnot hurt him : notof 
Satan, becauſe hecannor hurt him : not of afflictions, becauſe he knowes they proceed 
froma loving God,and end to his owne good:not of the creatures, fince the very ſtones of 
the field are in league with him : not of himſelfe, ſince his conſcience is at peace, A 
wicked man may be ſecure, becauſe he knowes not what he hath to feare, or deſperate, 
through extremitie of feare : bur, truly couragious he cannotbe. Faithleſneſſe cannot 
chuſebur be falſe-hearted, I will ever, by my courage, rake triallof mf fairh, By how 
much morel feare, by ſo much leſle I beleeve. | 


\ 


3 


| 75 
The godly man lives hardly, and (like the Ant) toiles here, during the Summer of 
his peace, holding himſclfe ſhort of his pleaſures, as looking to provide foratthard Win- 
ter. Which, when it comes, heis able to weare it out comfortably : whereas the wicked 
man doth prodigally laſh out all his joyes, in the time of his proſperitie; and (like the 
Graſhopper) ſinging merrilyall Summer, is ſtarvedin winter, I willfo enjoy the pre- 
ſent, that I will lay up more for hereafter. 
7 on. 7 
I have wondred oft, andbluſhed for ſhame, to reade inmeere Philoſophers (which 
had noother Miftreſſe, but Nature ) ſuch ſtrangereſolution in the contempt of both for- 
| tunes ( as they callthem: ) ſuch notable precepts for a conſtant ſerlednefle and tranquil. 
litie ofminde; andtocompare it with my ownediſpoſition, and practice: whom T have 
| found roo muchdrouping anddeje&tedunder ſmall croſles;and eaſily againe cartied away 
with lictleproſperitie: To ſeeſuch courage and ſtrength ro contemile death, in thoſe 
whichthought they wholly periſhedin death; and to finde ſuch faint-heartednefſe in 
my ſelfe, arthe firſt conceitof death, who yer am thorowly perſwaded of the future 
happinefſe of my ſoule. I have the benefit of nature as well as they, beſides infinite other 
helpes that they wanted. Oh the dulnefſe and blindnefle of us unworthy Chri- 
ſtians ! that ſuffer Heathens, by the dim candle-light of Nature, to goe furtherthan 
we by the cleere Sun of the Goſpell: that an indifferent man.could not tell by our 
practice, whether were the Pagan. Lermee never for ſhame account my ſelfe a Chri- 
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ſtian, unlefle my Art of Chriſtianity have imitatedand gone beyond nature, ſo farre, 
that I can finde the beſt Heathen as farre below mee in true reſolution, as the vul- 


gar ſort were below them. Elſe, I may ſhame Religion , it can neither honeſt nor 
helpe me, 


If I would be irreligious and BODE CE I would make no doubttobe rich, For 
ifa man will defraud, diſlemble, forſweare, bribe, oppreſle, ſerve the time, make uſe of 
all men for his owne turne, make no ſcruple of any wicked a&ion for his advantage; I 
cannot ſee how he can eſcape wealth and preferment. Bur for an upright man to riſe, is 
difficult: while his conſcience ſtraightly curbes him in, from every unjuſt ation, and 
will notallowhim to adyance himſelfe by indire& meanes. So riches come ſeldome 
eaſily, to agood man, feldome hardly, to the conſcienceleſſe. Happy is thar man |. 
that can be rich with truth, or poore with contentment. I w1ll not envy the gravell, in 
the unjuſt mans throat. Of riches let me never have more, than an honeſt man can 
beare away. : | 

| 78 Io 

Godisthe God of order, not of confuſion. As therefore, innaturall things, he uſeth 
to proceed from one extreme to another by degrees, through themeane : ſo doth hee 
inſpirituall, The Sunriſeth not at once to his higheſt, from the darkneſle of midnight; 
bur firſt ſends forth ſome feeble glimmering of lightinthe dawning ; then lookes our 
with weake and wateriſh beames ; and ſoby degrees aſcends to the midft of Heaven. So 
inthe ſeaſons of the yeere, we are not one day ſcorched witha Summer hear; and on 
the next, frozen with a ſudden extremity of cold. Bur Winter comes on ſoftly , firſt, 
by colddewes, 'then hoare froſts ; untill at laſt it deſcendtothe hardeſt weather of all ; 
ſuchare Gods ſpirituall proceedings: Henever brings any man fromthe eſtate of (inne, 
tothe eſtate of glory, butrhrough the eſtate of grace. And as for grace, hee ſeldome 
brings a man from groſle wickedneſſe go any eminence of perfeCtion. Iwill be an 
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Meditations and Vowes. Cent. 11. 


bly icalous of thoſe men, which from notorious lewdneflc leape at once into a ſudden 

forwardneſſe of profeſſion. Holineſſe doth nor, like 7onas gourd, grow ap ina night, I | 
like itbetter, to goe on, ſoft and ſure, than for an haſtic fit ro runne my ſelfe outof 
winde ;andafter ſtand ſtillandbreathe me. | | 


WE | | 

Ithath beene ſaid of old; To doe well and heare ill, is princely. Whichas it ismoſt 
true, by reaſonof theenvy which tollowes upon juſtice: ſo isthe contrary no leſſe iu- 
ſtified, by many experiments. To doe 1ll, and to heare well, is the faſhion of many 
great men, Todoe ill, becauſe they are borneout with the aſſurance of impunity : To 
heare well, becauſe of abundance of Paraſites; which as Ravens toacarkaſſe, gather 
aboutgreat men. Neither is there any ſogreat miſery in greatneſle as this, that itcon- 
ceales men from themſelves: and when they will needs havea ſight of their owne aQi- 
ons, it ſhewesthem atfalſe glaſſe rolooke in. Meannefle of Rarc (that I can find) hath 
none ſo great inconvenience, I am no whit ſorry, that Tam rather ſubje& to contempt, 


than flattery, : 
'e) bl 


| Thereis noearthly bleſſing ſo precious, as health of body: without which, all other 
worldly good things are but troubleſome. Neither is there any thing more difficult, 
than to have a good ſoule, ina ſtrong and vigorous body (for, it is commonly ſeene, 
that the worſe part drawes away the better : ) Buttohavean healthfull and ſound foule 
ina weake ſickly body, is no novelty , whiles the weakeneſle of the budy is anhelpto 
the ſoule ; playing the part of a perpetuall monitor, to lncite itto good, andcheck ir 
forevill. I will not be over-glad of health, nor over-fearefull of ſicknefſe, I will more | 
feare the ſpirituall hurt, that may follow upon health, than the bodily paine thar accom- 
panies ſickneſle. q 

I 


| There is nothing more troubleſome toa good minde, than todoenothing, For, be- 
ſides the furtherance of our eſtate, the minde doth both delight, and berter it ſelfe 
with exerciſe. There is but this difference then betwixt labour and idleneſſe; thatla- 


bour is a profitable end pleaſant trouble : idlenefle, a trouble both unprofitable and | 
| comfortleſſe, Iwill be ever doing ſomething; that either God when he commeth, or 
Saran when he tempteth, may find me buſied. And yet, ſince (as theoldproverb is) | | 
better itis tobe idle thancffe& nothing; Iwill not more hate doing nothing, than do.- | 
ing ſomething to no purpoſe. I ſhall doe good, but a while , ler me ſtrive to doe it, 
while I may, 


| 82 | IO 

A faithfull man hath three eyes : The firſt of fenſe, common to him with bruit crea- 
| tures : the ſecond of reaſon, common toall men : the third of faith, proper to his PrO- 
| ſeſſion : whereof each lookerth beyond other ; and none of them medleth with others | 
| objects, For, neither doth the eye of ſenſe reach to intelligible things and matters of 
diſcourſe :nor the eye of reaſon to thoſe things which are ſupernaturall and fpirituall:; |- | 
| neither doth faith looke downe, to things thatmay be ſenſibly ſeene. If thou diſcourſe | | 
toa bruit beaſt of the depths of Philoſophy, never ſo plainly, he vnderſtands not. be- 
| cauſe they arebeyond the view of hiseye, which is only of ſenſe. Ifto a meere carnall 
| man, of divine things; he perceiveth notthe things of God: neither indeed can doe 
| becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. And therefore no wonder if thoſe things ſeeme 
| unlikely, incredible, impoſſbletohim, which the fairhfullman (having a proportiona- 
| ble meanes of apprehenſion) doth as plainly ſee, as his eyedoth any ſenſible thing. Tell 
| aplaine Country-man, that the Sunne, or ſome higher or leſſtf ftarre is much bigger 
| than his Cart-wheele ; or, atleaſt, ſomany ſcores bigger than the whole earth « hee 
| laughes thee toſc6rne, as affe ing admiration with a learneduntruth. Yerthe Schol- 

ler, by the eye of reaſon, doth as plainly ſee and acknowledge this truth as tha his | 

hand is biggerthanhis pen, Whar a thick miſt, yea what a palpable, and more than | 
Agyptian darkenefle, doth thenatural! man live in! whata world is there that he dorh | | 
not ſee atali! and how little doth he ſeein this, which is his proper element! There 
is no bodily thing, burthe bruit creatures ſee as well as hee - andſome of them better, | 
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| Cent. II. Meditations and Voyer. 
'A As for his eye of realon, how dim is it iv thoſe things which are beſt fitted toir! what 
one thing is there innature, which he doth perfely know? what herbe, or flower, or 
worme thathe treads on, isthere, whoſe true eſſence he knoweth 2 No, notſomuch, 
as what is in his owne boſome, whatit is where it 1s, or whence it is that gives Bein 
to himlſelfe. But, for thoſe things which concerae the beſt world, he doth not ſo much 
as confuſedly ſee. them; neither knoweth whether they be, Hee ſeesno whit into the 
ercat and awfull Maicſtic of God. He difcernes him nor inall his creatures, filling the 
world with his infinite and glorious preſence. He fees not his wiſe providence, over- 
 fulingall things, diſpoſingall caſuall events, ordering all finfu!l a&ions of men to his 
owne glory. Hecomprehends nothing of the beautie, mateſtic, power, andmercie of 
| [che Saviour ofthe world, fitting in his humanitiear his Fathers rizht hand, He fees nor 
| |che unſpeakable happineſle of rhe glorified ſoulesof the Saints. He fees not the whole 
p heavenly Common-wea:th of Angels (aſcending and deſcending to the behoofe of 
| 1Godschildren) waiting upon him ar all times inviibly (not excluded withcloſeneſſe 
of prifons, nor deſolateneſſe of wildernefles ) andthe multitude of evil ſpirits paſſing 
and ſtanding by him, totempr himunto evill : bur, like unto the fooliſh bird when he 
thach hid his head that he ſees no body, he thinkes himſelfe altogether unſeene ; and 
[then counts himſelfe ſolitary, when his eye can meer withno companion.” It was not 
without cauſe, that we call a meere foole a natural], For how-ever worldings have ſti!] 
thought Chriſtians Gods fooles, we know themthe fooles of the world. The deepeſt 
philoſopher that ever was (ſaving the reverenceof the Schooles) is but an ignorant 
(ot, to the ſimpleſt Chriſtian, For the weakeſt Chriſtian may, by plaine information, ſee 
[ſomewhat intothe greateſt myfteries of Nature, becauſe he hath the eye of Reaſon | 
mmon with the beſt : but the beſt Philoſopher, by all the demonſtrationin the world, 
© (can conceive nothing of the myſteries of godlineſle, becauſe he utrerly wants the eyc 
of faith. Though my inſight into matters of the world be ſo ſhallow, that my ſimpli- 
citie moyeth pitie, or maketh ſportunto others; it ſhallbe my contentment and hap- 
pineſſe, that ſee further into better matters. That which 1 ſee nor, ' is worthleſſe, and 


deſerveth little better rhen contempt: that which I ſee, is unſpeakable, ineſtimable, | 
{ |forcomfort, for glory. EE 


.. Ttisnot poſſible for an inferiour to liveat peace, unleſle he have learned co be con- 
temned. For the pride of his ſuperiours, and the malice of his equals and inferiours, 
ſhall offer him continuall and inevitable occaſions of unquietneffe, As contentation is 
the mother of inward peace with our ſelves: ſo is humility the mother of peace with 
others. For if thoube uile in thine owne eyes firſt, it ſhall the lefſe trouble thee to be | 
Djaccounted vile of others, Sothat amanot anhigh heart, inalow place, cannot want 
 |diſcontentment: whereas a man of lowly ſtomacke, can ſwallow and digeſt contempr, 


withoutany diftemper. For, wherein can he be the worſe for being contemned, who 
outof his owne knowledge of his deſerts,:did moſt of allcontemne himſelte > I ſhould 
be very improvident, if in this calling Ididnor looke fordaily contempt: wherein we 
Tre made aſpeRacle totheworld, to Angels, and Men. When itcomes, I will either 
embrace it, or contemne it: Embrace it, when it is within my meaſure; when above 
contemne is. $0 embrace it, that I may more humble my ſelfe underit : andſocon- 
cemne it, that I may nor give heartto him that offers it ; nor diſgrace him, for whom 
Lam contemned, | 


34 

. Chriftraiſed three dead men to life : One newly departed; another, onthe Bere, a 
E|chird, (melling inthe grave:toſhew usthatno degree: of death is ſodeſperate, that it 
is paſt helpe. My finnes are many, andgreat: yetif they weremore, they are farre be- 

| [low the mercyof him that hath remitted them, and the value of his rtnſome har hath 
payed for them... A man hurts himſelfe moſtby preſumption: bur wee cannot doe God 
4greater wroag, than to deſpaire of forgiveneſle. Ir isadouble injury to God, firſt, that 
| |weoffend his juſticeby ſinniog ; then, that we wrong his mercy, with deſpairing &c. | 
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Meditations and Vowes. © Cent. II. 


| 
that cauſe tocovet death) isneither difficult, nor commendable ; burrather argues a A 
baſe weakneſſe of minde. Soit may be acowardly part, to contemnne the urmoſt of all 
terrible things, ina feare of lingering miſery : buttora maneirher living happily here 
onearth, or reſolving to live miſerably, yetto deſire his removall to Heaven,dothwell 
becomea true Chriſtian courage ; andargues a noble mixture of patience and faith, Of 
patience, for that hecanand dare abide to live forrowtully: of faith, for chat he isaſfured 
of his better Being other-where , andtherefore prefers the abſcnt joyes he lookes for, to. 
thoſe he feeles in preſent : No ſorrow ſhall makemewiſh my {elie dead X that I may not 
be ar all. No contentment ſhall hinder me from wiſhing my ſelte with Chriſt, that] 
may be happier. RY 
It was not for nothing that the wiſe Creator ofallthings harh placed gold& filverand 
all precions minerals under our feet tobe trod upon, and hath hid them low in the bow- 
els of the earth, rhat they cannot withour great labour beeither tound,or gotten:whereas 
he hath placed the nobleſt part of his creation above our heads : and hat fo opento our 
view, that wecannet chufebutevery momentbehold them,' VVherein what didhe elſe | 
mtend, but ro draw away our mindes from theſe worthleſle, and yer hidden trea- 
ſures, (to which hee fore-ſaw we would be too much addicted ) and to call them to 
the contemplation of thoſe better things, which (beſide their beauty ) are more ob- 
vious tous, thatin them we may ſce and admire the glory of their maker, and withall 
ſeeke our owne > How doe thoſe men wrong themſelves, and miſconſtrue God, who 
(as if heehad hidden theſe things, becauſe he would have them ſonght,. and laid the 
other open for negle&) bend themſelves wholly to the ſeeking of rheſe earthly com- 
modities! and doeno more minde Heaven, than if there were none, If we could ima- 
gine a beaſt to-have reaſon, how could he be moreabſurd inhis choice } How eafie is 
it to obſerve, that ftill the higher we goe, the more purity and perfe&ion we finde'! 
(Soearth is the very droſſeanddregs of alltheelements : water ſomewhatmore pure 
than it ; yer alſo more feculent thanrhe aire above it : the lower airelefle'purethan his | 


uppermoſt regions, and yet theſeas farre infertour tothe loweſt heavens : which againe | 
are more exceeded by the glorious and Empyriall ſeat of God, whichis the heayen of 
the juſt :) Yet theſe brutiſh men take up their reſt, and placetheir felicity in the loweſt 
and worſt of all Gods workmanſhip , not regarding that which with it owne glory can | 
| Make them happy. Heavenis the proper place of my ſoule : Twill ſend it up thirher | 
Fama in my thoughts, whules it ſojournes with me, before it goe to dwell there 
or ever, Ft? EE Can CORE od ae Þ HOWE IERRS Dl Te 1m" Mi uh 


A man need not to care for more knowledge; than to: know himfelfe': he needs to 


more pleaſure, than to content himſelfe : no more vi&ory, than to overcoine himſelfe;” 
nomore riches, than toenjoy himſelfe. 'VWhar fooles are they char ſeeke to know att 
other things, and are ſtrangers.in themſelyes 2: rhar feeke altogethet to ſatisfie other 
mens humours, with their'owne diſpleaſure :-that ſceke'to:'vanquiſh Kingdomes and 
Countries, when they are not Maſters of themfelves , that have no hold of their owne 
hearts, yer ſeeke tobe poſſeſſed of all outward commodities. Goe home to thy ſelfe, 
firſt, vaine heart : and whenthou haſt made fureworkethete; (in knowing, cantent- 
ing, overcomming, enjoying thy ſe!fe ) ſpendall the ſupertluity of thy timeand labour, 


upon orhers, 


_ Itwasanexcelletrulethat fell from the Epioure (whoſe name is odidns tous, forthe 
father of looſeneſſe ;) Thatif amanwouldbe tich, honourable, aged) he ſhould nor (1 
ſtrive ſo muchto addeto his wealth, reputation, yeeres; as to detrat from his deſires. 
For certainly, .intheſethings which ſtand moſtupon conceit, hee hath the moſt thar de 
ſtreth leaſt, A poore man that hath little, and defitesno miore, is in'truth' richer than 
the greateſt Monarch, that thinketh he hath not what heſhould, or what he ipht, or 
that grieves thereis no more to have. Ir:isnobneceſſitie, but ambition: Fan 6c 
hearts on the racke. If T have mear, drinke; apparell, I will learne therewith robecon- | 


tent. If I hadtheworldfullofwealth beſide; 1 eouldenjoy'no tyorethinTuſe © rthereſt | | 
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; | Cent. Il. Meditations and Vowes. 


71 could pleaſe me no otherwiſe but by looking on. And why canT notthus ſolace my ſelte, | 
while it 1s others ? | 7 
24s $9 | 

An inconſtant andwavering minde, as it makes a man unfit for ſociety ( for that there | 
can benoafſuranceof his words,or purpoſes,neither canwe build onthemwithout deceit:) 
ſo, beſides thar, ir makes a man ridiculous, tthinders him from ever attaining any per- 
feRtion in himſelfe,( for a rolling ſtone gathers no. moſſ, andthe minde,while it would 
e everything, provesnorhing. Oft changescannor be without loſle ; ) Yea, it keeyes 
him from enjoy ng that which he hathatrained. For,it keepes himever in worke's build- 
ing, pulling downe, ſelling, changing, buying, commanding, forbidding, : So, whiles 
hecanbenoothermans friend, heistheleafthis owne. It is theſafeſt courſe foramans profit, 
| | credit,andeaſe,to deliberate long,toreſolve ſurely; hardlytoalter, not toenterupon that, 
p whole end he fore-ſces notanſwerable ; and when he is once entred, nor to ſurceaſc till 
he haveattained the end he fore-ſaw. So may he, to good purpoſe, begina new worke, 
when he hath well finiſhed the old, 


Sor. +.;- 

The way to Heaven, is like that which 19x2thas and his :Armaur-bearer paſſed, 
betwixt two rocks ; one Bozez , the other Sexy ;, rhat is, foule and thornie : whereto we | 
muſtmake ſhift to climbe on our hands and knees ; but when we are come up, there is | 
viorie and trinmph. Gods children have three ſures of apparell, whereof twoare | 
worns daily, on earth; the third laidup for them inthe Vard robe of Heaven : They | 
are evereither inblacke, mourning; in red, perfecuted ; or in white, glorious. Any way | 
ſhallbe pleaſant to me, that leads unto ſuch anend. Ir matters not, what rags, or whar 
colours I weare with men ; fo I may walke with my Saviour in white, and reigne with | 
him 1n glory. | 
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There is nothing more eaſic, than to ſay Divinitie by rote zand todiſcourſe of fpiritu- 
all matters from the tongue or pen of others: but to heare God ſpeake it to the ſonle,and | 
t0 feele the power of religion in our ſelves,andto expreſice it out of the truth ofexperience | 
within, is both rare, and hard. All that we feelenot in the matters of God, is buthypo- 
crifie: and therefore the more we profeſſe, thEmore weſin,] It willneverbe well with 
me, till in theſe ones things I'becarelefle of others cenſures, fearefull onely of Gods, 
and my owne:tillfoundexperience have really catechiſed my ticart, and made me know 
God, and my Saviour, otherwiſe than by words; I will neverbe quiettill I can fee, and 
feele, and taſte God: may hearing I will accounxas anely ſerving to effec this, and my | 
ſpeech onely to expreſle it. Ps 31 ADnorl7 ana; 5309 314d 
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| FTr 92... 7 {514 ; RO TED) Ea 
There is no enemiecan hurtus, but by our owne hands. Satan could nee;hurt us, if 
our owne cormption betraiedus not: affliatonscannot huxtus without ghr owne jmpa- 
tience : tentations cannot hurtus, withour our awne yeeldance : death could not hurt us, | 
withoutthe ſting ofour owne fins: fin could not hurt us, without our owne itnpenirence: | 
how might I Jef all things, if Icouldobtaine not tobe my owneenemie?l love my ſelfe 
too much, and yet not enough.O God, teach mee to wiſh:my ſelfebut ſo wellas thou 
IO EET” nin: fon bin... 
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-:" Itgrievesme to ſeeallother odctrtsfoGoitnt totheir Maker in theivkinde : that 
bothwinds, and ſea, and heaven, and earth; obey himwith allreadineſle, thar each of | | 
theſe heares other, and all of them their: Creator, though to the deſtruRion of them- 
| [ſelves ; andmanonelyijs rebellious, imitating herein theeyil{pirits, who. in the receir | 
ofa hore excellent kinde of reaſon, are yetmore perverl? :-henceit is, thar the Prophets | 
| are oft times faine to turne their ſpeech totheearth, void af allſenfe-and lite, from this 
[living earth inf6rmedwith reaſon :thar only which ſhould make vs more phable ftifneth 
us. Godcouldforce us, ( ifhepleaſed) buthehad rather: incline us by gentlenefle, I 
muſt ſtoopeto his power, why.doe I norfioape rohiswill 2 Irls ayaine thing to reſiſt | 


4 . . . L , wwe 


his voice, whoſe hand we caninot reſiſt. 
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Meditations and Vowes. | Cent. Ly: 
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As all naturall bodies are mixt ; ſo mult all our morall diipoſition : no ſimple paſſion 
doth well. Ifour joy be notallayed with ſorrow, 1t 1s madaeſſe : and if our ſorrow be nor | | 
tempered with ſome mixture of joy, it is helliſh and deſperate: if intheſe carthly things, 
we hope withoutall doubr, or feare withoutall hope, we uftcndon both (ides ; if wee 
labour without all recrcariov, we grow dull and heartlefſe: if we ſport our ſelyes without 
all labour, we grow wilde and unprofitable : theſe com poſitions are wholſome, as forthe 
bodie,ſo for the minde z which though it be not of acom pounded {ubſtance,asthe bode, 
yetharhmuch varietie of qualities and affe&ions, andthole contrary to each other. I care 
nothow ſimple my heavenly affeCtions are, which the more tree they are from compo. | 
ſition, ate the neerer to God : nor how compounded mycarthly, which are ealtly ſub- | 
ject to extremities: if joy come alone, I will aske him for his tellow , and evermore in | 
ſpight ot him, couple him with his contrary : that ſo whule each arcenemies £0 other, 
both may be friends to me. | | | 

Toy and ſorrow are hard toconceale:as fromthe countenance,ſo from the tongue:there 
is ſo much correſpondence betwixt the heart and the rongue, that they will moveat once: | 
every man therefore ſpeakes of his owne pleaſure and care : the Hunterand Falconer of | 
his games; the Plough-man of histeame; the Souldier of his march, and colours. It | 


| 


the heart were as full of God, the tongue could not refraine totalke of him, The rare- | 
neſſe of Chriſtian communication, argues the common poverrie of grace, If Chriſt be | 
not in our hearts, weare Godleſſe: ifhe be there without our joy,we are ſerfſeleſle: ifwe | 
rejoycein him,and ſpeake not of him, we are ſhamefully unthankfull : every man taketh, | 
yea raiſeth occaſion tobring in ſpeech of what he liketh. As I will thinke of thee al- | 
wayes, O Lord, ſoit ſhall be my joy toſpeake ofthee often : and if I finde nor opportu- 


nitie, I will make 1t. 


96 | 
WhenlI ſee my Saviour hanging in fo forlorne a faſhion upon the Croſle; his head | 
drouping downe, his temples bleeding with thornes, his hands and feet with the nailes, | 
and fide with the ſpeare ; his enemies round about him, mocking at his ſhame, and in- | 
ſu]tingover his impotence : how ſhould I thinke any otherwiſe of him, than, as himſelfe | 
complaineth, forfaken of his Father > But when againe I turne mine eyes, and ſee the | 
Sun darkened,the earth quaking,the rocks rent, the graves opened, the theefeconteſſing, | 
| togive witneffe to his Deitie ; and when I ſee ſo ſtrong a guard of providence over | 
| him, tharall his malicious enemies are notable fo muchas to breake one bone of that bo- | 
dy, which ſeemed carelefly negleRed, I cannot but wonderat his glory, and ſaferie. | 
| Godiseverneere, though oft unſcene, and ifhe winke at our diſtreſſe, hee ſleeperh nor: | 
the ſenſe of others muſt notbe judges of his preſence, and care ; but our faith : what care 
I, if the world give meup for miſerable, whiles Iam under his ſecret proteRion > O + 
Lord, ſince thou art ſtrong'in our weakneſſe, and preſent in our ſenlleſneſſe, Ive. 
me but as much comfort in my ſorrow, as thou giveſt me ſecuritic, and at my.worlt I; 


ſhallbe well. 


| 
; 


Cs 97 I EE FTTn 
In ſins andafliQtions our courfe muſt becontrarie : we muſt begin to deteſt the great- 


eſt ſin firſt, and deſcendrothehatred of the leaſt , we muſt firſt bepin to ſuffer ſmall 
afflictions with patience, that we may aſcend tothe endurance of the greateſt, Then 
alone ſhall T be happy whenby this holy method, I have drawne my ſoule to make con- 
{cience of ofthe leaſt evill of finne, andnottoſhrinke arthe eat evill ofaMittion,  . 
98 ft Le, ONE 
Preſcription is no pleaagainſt the King : much lefſe can long cuſtome 
againſt that our ſupreame Lord, to whom a thouſand 
Time, which pleads voluntarily for continuance of things lawfull, willtake no fee, not 
to ſpeake againſt an evill uſe. Hathanill cuſtome laſted long ? it is more-than tc it 
were abrogated: age 15 a0 agravation to inne, Herelie or abuſe, ifit be gray-headed, 
deſerves ſharper oppoſition : to ſay, I will doe ill becauſel have done Þo, isperitlous 


and imptous preſumption : continuance can no more make any wickedneſle ſafe, than 


; | * 
plead forerror 
yearesare but as yeſterday : yea, 


ore i df the | 


LE. LE. - -- Mediuations and Vowes, 


A theauthor of ſin, no Devill : If T have once ſinned, it is too much, ifoft, woebe ro me 
ifthe ireration of my offence cauieboldneſle, and not rather more ſorrow, more deteſta- 
tion : woe be to me and iny (in, if Tbenot the better Decaule I have ſinned. 
99 
| Tris ſtrange to ſee the varietiesand proportion of ſpirituall and bodily diets: therebe 
ſome creatures that are farted and delighted with poyſons: others live by nothing bur 
aire ; and ſome (they ſay) by fire : others will taſte no water bur muddie : orhers feed on 
their fellowes, or(perhaps)on partof themſelves: others, on the excretions of nobler crea 
tures: ſomeſearch into the carrh for ſuſtenance, or dive into the waters : others content 
themſelves with what the upper earth yeeldsthem without violence. All theſe and more, 
areanſweredin the Palate of the foule : there be ſome ( yea the moſt) ro whom finne 
( which is ofa moſt venomous nature ) is both food and dainties ; others, that thinke ir 
the onely life, to feed on the popular aire of applauſe ; others, that are never well out of 
the fire of contentions ; and that wilfully trouble all waters with their private humours 
and opinions ; others, whoſe cruelty delights in oppreſſion, andbloud ; yea, whoſe envie 
2nawes upontheir owne hearts ; others, that take pleaſure ro revive the wicked and 
foule herefies of the greater wits of the former times, others, whoſe worldly mindes 
root altogether in earthly cares ; or who not content with rhe ordinary proviſion of do&t- 
rine, affe& obſcure ſubtilties, unknowhe to wiſer men , others; whoſe too indifferent 
mindes feed on what-ever opinion comes next to hand, without any carefull diſquiſition 
oftruth; ſo ſome feed foule : others (but few )cleane, and wholeſome. As there is no 
beaſt upon Earth, which hath not his like in the Sea, and which (perhaps) is not in ſome 
ſort paralelled in the Plants of the earth : ſo there is no beaſtiall diſpoſition, which is not 
anſwerably found in ſome men. Mankind therefore hath within it ſelfe his Goats, Cha- | 
meleons, Salamanders, Camels, Wolves, Dogs, Swine, Moles, and what ever ſorts 
of beaſts : thereare but a few men amongſt men : toa wiſe man the ſhape is not ſo much | 
as the qualities : If T benot a manwithin, inmy choices, afteRions, inclinations , it had 
beene better for mee to have beene a beaſt without : A beaſt isbur like ir ſelfe ; but an 
evill man is halfe a beaſt, and halfea Devill. 
00 | 

Forced favours are thankleſſe:and commonly with noble mindes figd noacceptation: 
fora man to give his ſoule to God, when heſees hecan no longer hold it , orto beſtow 
his goods,when he is forced todepatt with them; or toforſake his finne, when he cannor 
follow it, are but unkinde and cold obediences : God ſees our neceflity, and ſcornes our 
compelled offers ; what man of any generous ſpirit will abide himſelfe made the laſt | 
refuge of a craved, denied, and conſtrained curteſic > Vhile God gives me leave to | 
keepe my ſoule, yetthento bequeath it tohim, and whiles ſtrength and opportunitie | 
ſerve meto fſinne, then toforſake it, is both accepted andcrowned : God loves neither, 
grudged, nor neceſſary gifts : I will offer betimes, thathe may youchſafe to take :1will 
| give himthebeſt, thathe maytakeall. gn 
 OGod, give methisgrace, thatI may give thee my ſelfe, freely and feaſonably : and 
then I know thou canſt not bur accept me, becauſe this gift is thine owne, | 
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 WORSHIPEVLL, SIR | 
Edmund Bacon, Knight, 


INCREASE OF HONOVR, 
ſtrength of body, perfection of 


Vertue, 


| 


" uſemoſi beneficial to our ſelves,and otbers. 
| | For, by the meanes hereof, we enjoy both God and our ſelves ; and 
| bereby we make others partners of thoſe rich excellencies, which | 
God hath hid in the minde. And though it be moſt eafie and [afe,| 
for a man, wuh the Pſalmiſt to commune with bi owne beart in 
filence ; yet is it more behovefull to the common good, for which | 
| (both as men and ( hriſlians Ywe are ordained,that thoſe thougbts 
| which our experience hath found comfortable and fruitfull to our 
ſelves, ſhould (with negleft of all cenſures) be communicated to 
| others. The concealement whereof (mee thinkes) can proceed | 
from no other ground, but either timoronſneſſe, or envie. Which 
conſuderation bath induced me to cloath theſe naked thoughts in 
plaine and ſimple words, and to adventure them into the light, at- 
ter their fellowes : Conſecrating them the rather to your name, for | 
that(beſraes all other reſpets of dutie) they are part of thoſe me- | 


| | OL " $.- ditations, | 
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ditations, which in my late peregrination with you, tooke mee up 
under the ſolitarie hills of Ardenna, wanting as then the oppor- 
tanitie of their employment. Foffer them to 304 not for that your 
ſelfe is not ſtored with choyce of better ; but as poore men uſe to 
bring preſents tothe rich : If they may carry acceptation from 
you and bring profit unto any ſoule, it ſhall abundantly ſatiifie me, 
who ſhould thinke it bonour enough, if F might be uouchſafedto 
bring but one pinne towards the decking of the Sponſe of ( briſt ; 
whiles others, out of their abundance, adorne ber with coſily robes, 
and rich medals. commend their ſucceſſe to God their patronage 
to you, their uſe to the world. TT hat God muluplie bis rare favours 
4p01.30u, and Jour worthy Ladie ; and goe you on to favour, 


Your Worſhips humbly devoted, 


Tor Hari. 
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Ood menare placed by God,as ſo miany ſtarres in the lower firmament of 
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DY Al the world. As they muſt imiratethoſe heavenly bodies, in theirlighrand W 4 
4 influence ; ſoalſo in their motion : and therefore as the Planets have a | "7. 
& courſe proper to themſelves, againftthe ſway of the Heaven that carries Wo 
them about, ſo muſt each good man have a motionout of his owne judge-| Ws | 
| ment, contrary to the cuftomes and opinions of the vulgar, finiſhing his owne courſe ' 1 T0 
with the leaſt ſhew ofrefiſtance. I will never affe& ſingularity,except itbeamong thoſe | WRT 
that are vicious. It is better to do,orthink well alonegthan to follow a multitude inevill. We 
-What ſtrange variety of a&ions doth the eye of God ſee at once roundabout the {, 0 000l 
compaſlc of the earth, and within it! Some building houſes; ſome delving for metals; WER i | 
| ſome marching introups , or encamping one againkt anorher, ſome bargaining in the ' 42 (OnR 
| market; ſome travelling on their way z ſome praying in their cloſers , others quaſfing | |." UN! 
| atthe Taverne, fome rowing inthe Gallies ; others dallying in their chambers ; and | | ny 
| inſhort, as many different aRions as perſons : yet all have one common intention of Wd! || 
good rothemfelves;true in ſome,but inthe moſt, imaginary. The glorified ſpirits have WR: || 
| but one nniforme worke, wherein they all joyne; The praiſe of their Creator. This is | \ *15:108 
one difference betwixtthe Saints above, andbelow : They above ate free both from (#008 
bufineſſe, and diſtra&tion : theſe below are free (though not abſolutely)from diſtraction, | £ WT, | 
not at all frombuſineſſe. Pal couldthinke of the cloke that he lefrat Troas; andofthe [17-0 WE: 
ſhaping of his s&ins for his tents: yer, thorow theſe hee look'r ſtillat heaven. This OR ATIN 
world is made forbuſineſſe : my actions muſt vary according to occaſions: my end \/ 008 
| ſhallbebur one,and the ſame now on earth,that it muſtbe one day in heaven, | 
Toſee how the Martyrsof God died, EF the life oftheir perſecutors,would makea | 
| | manout of love with life, andout of all feare of death. They were fleſh and bloud, ON 
| | wellas wee, life was as ſweet tothem,asto us; their bodies were as ſenſible of paine as 
| ours;wee goe to the ſame heaven with them.How comes it then, that they were ſo cou | 


ragions in abiding ſuch torments in their death, as the very mention ſtrikes horror 
intoany Reader , and we are ſo cowardly in encountering a faireand naturall —_ [ 


d 


Meditatuns and Vowes. Cenr, 1 11. 
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If this valour had been of themſclyes, I would never have looked afcer them in hope 
of imitation;Now, Lknow itwas he forwhom they ſiffered, andthar ſufferedinthem, 
wich ſuſtained them, They Were of themſelves as weake as I, and God candeas ftrong 


in me, as he was in them. O Lord, thivuart not more unable ro give methis:grace; buc 


L ammore unworthy toteceive it: and.yet thou regardeſt not worthineffe, Hurmercy,” 
| Give me their ſtrength,and what endthou wilt, * 


|  Ourfirſtageis allin hope. When weearein the wombe\ whoknowes whether wee 
| ſhall have ourright ſhape and proportion of "body, being neither monſtrousnorde- 
form:d? When weareborne, whoknowes whether with the due features of a man, we 
hallhavethe faculties of reaſon andunderſtanding? When yer our progreſle in-yceres 
diſcovereth witor folly;who knowes, whether with the ty we. Ihll haye 
the gace offajirhtobe Chriſtians > and when we Den to profgſſe well, whethorir þea 
temporary, and ſeeming, or atmeandfaving faith? Ourmidglle pe is halten hope 
for che future, and halfe in proofe for thar is paſt : Ourold age 1s our of hope, and a'- 
together inproofe, In ourlaſt times therefore weeknow, both what wee have beene,and. 
what to expect, It is good for youth to looke forward, and ſtill ro propound thebelt 
chings untoir ſelfe; for an old man to looke backward, and fo repent him of that 
whercin he hathfailed, and to recolle& himſelfe for the prefent: but in my middle age, 
[ will lookeboth backwardand forward, comparing my hopes with my proofe; redee- 
mins therime, ere it beall ſpent, that my recoverie may prevent my repentance, Ir ts 


both a folly and miſery to ſay, This I might have done. 


Itis the wonderfull mercy of God,both to forgive us our debtsto himin our fins, 
and tomake himſelfe a debtor tous in his promiſes. So that now both wayes the ſoule 
may be ſure, ſincehe neither calleth for thoſe debts which he hath once forgiven; nor 
withdraweth thoſe fayours, and thatheaven which he hath promiſed : but as hee is a 
mercifull creditor to forgive, ſo hee is a true debtorto pay whatſoever hee hathund-r- 
taken : whence it 1s come to paſſe, :thatthe penitent ſinner owes nothing to Godbut 
love and obedience, and God owes ſtill much and all to him : for hee owes as much as 
hee hath promiſed ; and wiar he owes by vertue of hisbleſſed promiſe, wee may chal- 
lenge. O infinite mercy! He that lent us all chat wee have, andin whoſe debt-bookes we 
runne hourely forward till the ſurame be endleſle; yerowesus more, andbidsus looke 
tor payment, I cannot deſerve the leaſt fayour hee can give; yet will I as confidently 
challenge the greateſt as if I deſerved it, Promiſe indebterh no lefle thi loane or deſert, 

6 | 
Itisnoſmall commendation to manage alittle well. He is a good Waggoner, that 
can turne in a narrow raome. To live well in abundance, 'is the praiſe of the eftate, 


not of the perſon. 1 will ſtudie more how to glvea goodaccount of my little, than how 
to makeit more ? ne 


, 

Many Chriſtians doegreatly wrong themſelves with adull and heavie kinde of ful- 
lennes; whonot ſuffering themſelyes to delight in any worldlything, are thereupon 
oft-times ſo heartleſle, that they delightinnothing, Theſe men, like tocarcleſſe oneſts, 
when they are invited to an excellent banquet, Joſe rheix dainties for want of a to- 
make ; and loſe their ſtomake for want of excrciſe. A good conſcience keeps alwaies 
goodchecre: kee cannot chuſe bur fare well that harh ir, unleſſe hee loſe his appetite 
| with negle& and{lothfulnes, It is a ſhame forus Chriſtians, not to findeas much jay 


in God, as worldlings doe in their forced merriments; and lewd wretches in the pra- 
Ctice of their ſinnes, | ks | 
8 


A wiſe Chriſtian hath no enemies.Many hare and wrong him:bur hee loves all me n, 
andall pleaſurehim, Thoſe thar profeſſe love to him, pleaſure him with the comfort of |. 
their ſocietie, andthe mutuall refleQion of freindſhip : thoſe thar profeſle hatred;,make 
him more warie of his waies , ſhew hitn faults in himſclfe, which his freinds would ci- 

ther not have eſpied, or not cenſured + ſend him the more willingly to ſeeke favour 


4 , 


Rong Goes | above 
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[1Cent. Ill. © Meditationrand Vows. A 


x| above z andas the worſt doe beſtcad him, though againſt theitwills, ſo he againe doth 

| voluntarily good tothem. To doe evill for evill,as'7oab to Abner, isa ſinful weakneſſe: | 
| To doegood for good, as Abaſuerss to Mordecai, is butnatuirall juſtice: To doeeyil] 
for good,as 1udas to Chriſt , isunthankfalneſle & villanie : Onely todoe good forevi1! 
agrees with Ciriſtian profeſſion. And what greater work of freindſhip, than to doe 
good? If men will not be my freinds in love, I will perforce make them my friends | 
ina good uſe of their hatred. I will betheir freing, thatare mine, and would nothe. 


mu gp go 
: , : 
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All temporallthings aretroubleſome. Forifwe have good things, itis a ttouble to 
forgoe them, and when we ce they muſt be parted from, either we wiſh they had nor 
beene {0 good, orchat we never had enjoyed them. Yea, itis moretrouble to loſe them, 
chan it wasbafore joy to paſſeſſethem. If contrarily, we have evill things, their yery 
p | preſence is troubleſome; and (till wee wiſh that they were good, or that wee were dil-- 
[burdened ofthem. Sogoodthings are troubleſome in event, evillthings in theiruſe, | 
| They inthe future,theſe in the preſent:they becauſe they ſhall come roan en{;thieſe be. 
cauſe they doe continue, Tell mee, thy wite, or thy childe lies dying, and now makes 
up a lovingand dutifull life, witha kinde and loving parturez whether had(t thou ra. | 
ther for thy owne part, ſhee hadbinſogood, or worſe? wouldit have coſt thee ſoman 
hearty ſighes and teares, if ſhee hadbeene perverſe and difobedient? Yetif in her life 
time. I put thee to this choice, thou thinkeft it: no choice atall, in ſuch incqualitie, Ir 
'ismoretorment (ſayeſt thou) to live one unquiet moneth, then it: is pleaſire tolive an | 
age in love, Or ifthy life be yet dearer : Thou halt lived to gray haires, nothaſtned 
withcare, butbredwith late ſucceſſionof yeeres. Thy table was evercoveredwith ya. | 
riety of diſhes. Thy backe ſoftly andrichly clad: Thou never gaveſt denyall to either 
2|.Skin or ſtomake : Thou ever favouredft-thy ſelfe, and health, thee. Now death is at thy 
threſhold, and unpartially knockes at-thy dore,; doſtthon not wiſh thou hadft lived | 
with cruſts, and beene clothed with rags> Wouldſt nor thou havegivena betterwel- | 
cometo death, ifhe had found rhee, lyiogupon a pallet of ſtraw, and ſipping of water. 
 gruell; after many painfull nights, and many fides changed in vaine? Yet this beggerly 
eſtacethou deteſteſt in health, and pittieft inothers;astruly miſerable. The ſumme is ; A 
begger wifheth he mightbea Monarch while hee lives: ; and the great Potetitate wiſh. 
eth he had liveda begger when he comes to die :and, ifbeggeriebeto havenothing, hc 
ſhallbe ſo indeath, though hewifheditnor. Nothing therfore but crernitic can make | 
a man truly happy ; as nothing can make perfe& miſery buteternitis: for as temporal] 
good things affli& us in theirending, ſotemporall ſorrowesaffardus joy in thehope of 
theirend,. VVharfolly is this inusto Peck for our trouble,to neglect our bappinefle?Ican | 
bebur well;and chis that I was well, fhall ane day be grievous. Nothing ſhall pleaſe me, | 
 butthart once I ſhallbe happie forever. : TURES 
1 St ob oe 43 
' Theeldeſtof our fore-fathers lived not ſomuch as a day to God,;towhom athouſand 
YCereS isas no more; we live but as an houre to the day of our fore-fathers, for ifnitiehun. | 
'dredand ſixty were but their day, ourfoureſcore is butas the twelfth part of ir*' and yer 
of this our houre wee live ſcarcea minute to God. For, take away all that time thar is 
conſumed in ſleeping, dreſſing, feeding, talking, ſporting; of that little time there can | 
remainenot much more than nothing : yetthe moſt ſecke paſtimes to haſten it./ Thoſe | 
hich ſeeke tomend the pace of Time, ſpurre arunning horſe, Thad more needto re- | 
eceme it with double care and labour, than to ſeeke howto ſell it for nothing, + 
Þ obo Il nd. | ; 28] 
Eq Eachday is anew life,and an abridgement of the whole, Iwillſo live, asif I counted 
(every day my firſt, and my laſt : as F7 I beganto live butthen, and ſhould liveno more 
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--It wasnotin vaine, that theancient foundersof languages uſed the ſarne word it ma- | 
ny tongues, to ſignifieboth Honour and Charge ; meaning therein to teach us the inſe- 
parable connexion of theſe two, For there ſcarce ever was any charge without ſome 
opiniou of honour : neither ever was there honour without a charge ; which two | 
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Meditations and Voves. Cenc. 1 11, 
as they are not without reaſon joyned together in name by kumane inſtitution, fo they | 
= = wiſcly. coupled Nos by God inthe diſpoſicionof theſe worldly eftares, R 
Charge without Honour, ro make itamends, would be roo toilſome, and mult needs 
diſcourage andover-laya man. Honour without charge would be FOO pleaſant, and 
| therefore both would be too muck, ſought after, and muſt needs carrie away the minde 

inthe enjoying it. Now many dare not be ambitious, becauſe of the burden , ch:ifin 
rather to live obſcurely.and ſecurely : Andyeton-the other fide thoſe that arc vnder it, 
arerefreſhedin the Charge with the ſweetneſſe of Honour, Sceing they cannot be ſe. 
parated, it is not the worlt eſtate towant both. They whom thouetieſt for honour, 


perhaps envie thee more for thy quietnefle,  - , ,. 
He that taketh-his owne caresuponhimfelfz, loads himſelfe in vaine with an un-| 
caſie burden, The feare of what may come, 'expeQation of what will come, defireof | B| 
what will not come, andinabilitie of redreffingall theſe, muſt needs breed him ccnti- 
mallrorment. Iwillcaſt my cares upon God, he hath bidden mee : they caanot hurt 
him; he canredrefle them, | 


SH 0LEG--1: 

Our infancie is full of folly; youth,ofdiſorderandtoile, age, of infirmitie. Each time 
hath hisburden, andthar which may juitly worke our wearinefle : yet infancte longeth 
 afteryouth,; andyonth, afrermoreage : and he that is very old, as he isachifde tor {im- 

plicitie, ſo he wouldbe for yeeres. I accounc oldage the belt ofthree ; partly for that it 
hath paſſed thorow the folly and diſorder of the others , partly,for that the inconvenien- | 
ces of thisare but bodily, witha betrered eſtate of the minde , and pazrly, forthat itis 
| neareſt to diſſolution. There isnothing more miſerable, than an old manthat would be 

young againe, It was ananſwer worthy the commendations, of Perrarch, and that which 
argued a minde truly philoſophicall of him, whowhen his friend bemoned his age ap- 
| pearing in his white temples, telling him-hiee was ſorrieo fee him looke ſo 01d, replied: 
| Nay, be ſorrie ratherthat ever was young,tobea foole, 

| 'F 812-52 T5 P 

Thereis not the. leaſt action or: event, (what-ever the vaine Epicures have imagi- 
| ned) which isnotover-raled, and diſpoſed by a providence : whichis fo far from de- 

tracting ought from the majeſtie of God for that the things are ſmall, as that there 
can be no greater honour to him,than to extend his providence and decreeto thembe- 
cauſe they are infinite, Neither doth this hold in naturall cy only, whichare chained 
one to another by a regular order of ſucceſſion, but even in thoſe things which fall out by 
caſualtie and imprudence : whence that worthy Father, whenas his ſpeech digreſſed 
his intentionto a confutation of the errors of the Manichees, could preſently gheſle, 
that in that unpurpoſed turning efir, God intendedthe converſion of ſome unknowne 
Auditor , as the event provedhis conjeQure true ere many dates. VVhen ought falls 
out contrary to that I purpoſed, it ſhall contentme, that God purpoſed it as it is falne 
out :. ſo the thing hath attained his owne end, whiles it miſſed mine. I know what 1 
would, but God knoweth whatIſhould-will, Itis enough that his will is done, though 
mine becroſled, | LS Fg * 

of Me 

It is the moſt thankleſſc office inthe world,to be a mans Pandar unto finne. In other 
wrongs, one mari isa Wolfe toanother : butin this, a Devill. And, rhoughar the firſt | 
thisdamnable ſervicecarry away reward, yetinconclufion, itis requited with hatred| 
 andcurſes, For, as the ficke manextremely diſtaſted with a loathſome potion, harerh | 
the very cruze wherin it was broughr him , ſodath the conſcience, once ſoundly deteſt» | 
| ing {inne,loath the'meanes thatinduced him to commitir. Contrarily, whowichſtands | 
 amanin his proſecution ofa ſinne, while hedoterhupon ir, beares away frownes, and | 
 heart-burnings foratime : butwhen the offending party comes to himſelfe, and righe | 
reaſon, the recompenceth his former diſlike with fo much more love, and ſo many more | 
thankes. The franticke man returned to his wits, thinkes him his beſt friend tharbound 
him,andbeathim moſt. Iwilldoe mybeftrocroſſeany maninhis fines, if I have nor 
thankes ofhim, yetofmy conſcience ſhall, | trier 10067 
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God muſt be magnified in his very judgements.” He'lookes'for;praiſe, not'ohly for | 
heaven, burforhellalſs.His juſtice 1s himſelte, aswell as his mercy. /Atheaventlien is 
forthepraiſe of his mercy 3 ſohellfor theglory 6f-hisjuiſtice, 'Wemult therefore be fo | 
| affeed to judgements asthe Authorof then is,| who deligtiteth nor in bloud,! asit | 
makes his creature miſerable, but as.irmakes hisjuſtice glorious; Every true Chriſtian | 
chenrmult learne to fingrhat compound ditty ofcclic Pfalmiſt :.Ofiercy and judgement. | 
It ſhall nor only joy meto' ſee Godgratious'and bountifallinhis ttiercies, and delive- 
| rances ofhis owne;burtalfoto ſee him terriblein yengeance to his enemies. It is no cruelty | 
| rorejoycein juſtice. The fooliſh aa Rr isctuelry'ro Godt ll 1D HI | 
7% | SATTETET TERM Tf? £35ſ53} JOT (6 
Rarenkſſe cauſeth wonder; and nivte than'thae; 'inereulity; ki thſe thi 
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eth | Mi | ; Hit ngs which | 
|inthemſelves are not more admirable; than the ordinary proceedings of Natute.”Ifa | 
blazing ſtarrebe ſcene in theskie , every man goes forth to gaze tid ſpends; every eve- 
ning, ſome timein wondering at the beames of it. Thatany fowle{hould be bredof 
corrupted wood reſolved into wormes':'or tharthe Chameleon ſhould ever change 
| his colours, andlive by aire : that the'Oftrich ſhould digeſt yron-:-that rhe Phoenix 
(hould burne her ſelfe to aſhes, and from thence breedia ſucceſſor; wewonder; and can 
{carce credit, Other things more uſuall,nolefſe miraculotis we know and negle&. That 
there ſhould bea bird, that kntweth, and noteth the houres of day and night, as cer-| 
tainly asany Aſtronomer by the courſe of Heaven, -if we knew not, who would be. 
leeve 2.Or thar the load-ſtone ſhould by his ſecret vertue fo draw yron to it ſelfe, as 
chat a whole chaine of needles ſhould all hang by inſenſible points at each other; only 
by the iufluencethatit ſends downe fromthe firſt, if it were not ordinary, would ſeeme 
incredible. Who would beleeve when hee ſees afowle mountedas high as his fight can 
| deſcrie it, that there werean engine tobe framed,which could ferch 1rdowne into his 
fiſt> Yea, to omit infinite examples, that a little deſpiſed creature ſhould weave nets 
out of her owne entrailes, andin her platformes of building ſhould obſerve as juſt pro- 
portions as the beſt Geometrician, we ſhould ſuſpe& for an untruth, if we ſaw it nor 
{ daily praRiſed in our owne windowes. If the ſiinne ſhould ariſe but once to the earth, 
doubr, every man wotild be a Perſian, and fall downe and worſhip it : whereas now it 
riſeth and declineth without any regard, Extraordinary eventseach mancan wonderat. 
The frequence of Gods beſt workes cauſeth negle& 7: notthat they are ever the worſe 
for commonneſſe ; butbecauſe wee are ſoone cloyed with the ſame concett, and have 
contempt bred in us through familiarity, Iwill learne to note Gods power and wil- 
| dome, and to give him praiſe of both} 1 his ordinary workes - ſo thoſethings which 
are but triviall tothe moſt ignorant, ſhall be wonders to me '; and char not for nine. 
dayes, but for euer. | + FO. Xt ts I | 
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T hoſe that affe& to tell novelties and ay , fall into many abſurdiries, both in 
buſte enquiry after matters impertinent,andinalight credulitie,towhat-ever they heare; | 
and in fi&ions of theit owne, and additions of circumſtances to make thelr reports the 
moreadmired.1 have notedtheſe men,not ſo much'wonderedat for their ſtrange ſtories, 
while theyaretelling, as derided afterwards, when the euent hath wroughrrhieir dif: | 
proofe and ſhame. I willdeale withrumours as grave men doeby ſtrange faſhions, rake 
themup when they are growne into common uſe before ; I may beleeve, butT will 
notrelate them bur under the name of my authour z who ſhall either watrantme with | - 
detence, ifirbe true ; or if falſe, beare my ſhame. 
 Itwasawittyand true ſpeech of that obſcure Heraclitus, That. all men awaking are 
in one common world, but when wee ſleepe, each man goes into a ſeyctall world by 
himſelfe ; which chough irbe buta world of fancies, yet1is the true image of that little 
world which is in every mans heart. For the imaginations ofour{lcepe, ſhew us what 
_ | ourdiſpoſitionis Wk. Andas many in their dreames reveale thoſe their ſecrets to 
|; others, whichthey-wonld never have done awake : ſoall mayand doc diſcloſe tothem-.| 
_ [ſelves intheir ſleepethoſeſecret inclinations, which after much ſearching, they could | 
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Meditations and: Vowes. Cent, 11 1.1 


'ot haye found out waking. Idoubt not therefore, but as God heretofore hath | 
is hings in dreanes (which kind of: revelation 15 now ceaſed)16 ſtill he 
reacheththe preſenceſtare of the heart thisway. Some dreames are framour ſelyes, 
vaine&idle; like ourſelves: Qthers are divint, which tezchus;good, or move usto, 
00d {and others devilliſh, which folliciteusto.av1ll. Suchanſwer commonly ſhall I 

civeto any tempration.in the day, ; Idoebynight. I willnot lightly paſſe over my 
 very-dreames. They ſhall reach-me-ſomewharzſoneither night nor day (ball be ſpent 
| unprofitably« The night ſhall teach me what Fam, the day:what I ſhouldbe. 


21:7 


a4 + 


''- Men makedifference betwixt ſervants, friends,and ſores. Servants,though neere | 
| us in place, yet fortheir inferiority, arenot familiar. Friends, though by rea ſon of 
their-oquality, and our love, [they are familiar;yer {till we concelve of themas others 
from our-ſelves.. Bur.children-wethinke of; affeCtionately, as the divided peeces of 


«a . 
u 


ourowne bodies, But all theſe are one to God:his ſervants are his friends, his friends 


j 
k 3 
. - by 


are his ſons, his fſons-his ſervants. Many claime kindred of God, & protefle friendſhip 


to-him, becauſe theſe are privileges without difficultie, and nor without honour : 
all the triall is in ſervice. The other are moſt in, affeftion,:& therefore ſecret, and ſo 
maybediſſembled, this conſiſtingin aQion,, malt needs ſhew ir ſelte to the eyes of 
others. Yeearemy friends, if yedoe whatſoever F commannd you: friendſhip with God 
is in ſervice,andthis ſervice is ination. Many weare Godscloth that know not their 
Maſter, that never did.goodchare in his ſervice : ſo that God hath many rerainers 
that weare his livery, for a countenance, neyer wait on him 5 whom hee will neyer 
owne for ſervantseither by fayour,; or wages; few ſervants, and therefore few ſons. 
Tt is great favour in God, and great honour to-me,that he will vouchſafe to makeme | | 
the loweſt drudge in his family;whichplace if T had not, and were a Monarch of men, | 
I were accurſed, I deſire no more but to ſerye; yet, Lord,thou.giveſt me more, tobe 
thy ſonne. I heareDawid fay, Seemethir a ſmall. matter to youzto be the ſonneinlaw to a 
King *What isit;then, oh whats itto bethe true adopted ſon of the King of glory ? 
| Let me notnow fay as Davidof Saul, butas Sawls grand-child to David; Oh, whar is | 
thy ſervant, that thou ſhouldeſt lopkeupon ſach a dead dogas-Iam? Fe 
I ama ſtranger here below, my home is above ; yet Icanthinke too well of theſe 
forraine vanities, and cannot thinke enoughofmy home: Surely, that is not fo farre 
above my head,. as my thoughts; neither doth ſo farpaſſe me in diſtance, asmcom- | 
prehenfion : and. yet I would not ſtand ſo much upon conceiving,ifI could admire it | 
enough: bur my ſtraight heart is filled witha little wonder; &bathnoroome for the | | 
greateſtpart of Glory that remaineth. O' God, what happineſle haſt thou prepared | 
for thy choſen? What a purchaſe was this, worthy of the bloud of ſuch a Saviour? As | 
yet I doe but looke towards it afar off:burir is eaſe toſeeby the outſide, how good- | 
ly itis within:Although as thine houſe on earth,ſo that above hath more glory with- | 
in, than can be bewrayed bythe outward appearance. Theonter part of thy Taber- | 
nacle here below, 1s butan earthly & baſe ſubſtance; but within, itis furniſhed with | 
a living, ſpirituall, and heavenly gueſt : ſo the outer heavens, though they be as gold 
to all other materiall creatures; yetthey are but drofſe to thee : yethow are eyen the | 
outmalt walls of that houſe of thine, beautified with glorious lights, whereofevery 
one is4 world for bigneſſe, and as an heaven for goodlineſſe ! Oh teach me by this to | 
| long after, and wonder at the 1nnerpart, before thou let{t me come in to behold it. | 
| , ai 2 
Riches or beautie, or what ever worldly aood that hath beene, doth bur orieve vs: | 
that which 1s, doth not fatisfie ys ; that which ſhall be, isuncertaine. What folly. is | 
itto truſtto anyofthem? .. Ay 
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' Securitie makes worldlings metry : & therefore are they ſecure, becaufe they are | 
ignorant. Thatis only ſalid joy, which ariſeth froma reſolution;when the hearthath 
caſt upafull account of all cauſes of diſquiernes, & findeth the cauſes of hisjoy more || 
forcible : therenpon-fetling i©-ſelf in-aſtayed.courſ of rejoycing., For the other, | 
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ſo ſoone as ſorrow makes it ſelfe to be ſeene, eſpecially in an unexpeted forme, is 
Kyallowed up in diſpaire ; whereas this can meet with no occurence, which it hath 
| notpreventedin thought.Secuxgtie and ignorance may ſcatrer. ſomerefufe morſels of | 
joy,fauced with much bitternellſe; or may be bike ſome boaſting houſe-keeper, which 
kecpeth open doores for one day with much cheere, and lives ſtaryedly all the yeere | 
after. There is no good Ordinary but in a good conſcience-Fpity that unſound Joy in | 
others; and will ſeeke for this ſound joy in my ſelte. I had rather weepe upon a juſt 
cauſe, than rejoyce unjuſtly. EM 9 20-43 : | 
25 VIS 62 
| As love keepes the whole law, ſo love only is the breakerof it; being the ground, 
as of all obedience, ſoofall ſinne;forwhereas finne hath beene commonly accounted 
 tohave two roots, Loveand Feare;it 1s pJaine, that feare hath his originall from love: 
for no man feares to loſe onghtbut what heloyes. Heare js ſinne and righteouſneſſe | 
brought both into a ſhort ſumme,deperiding both upon one poore affection : It ſhall | 
be my only care therefore to beſtow my love well, both torobject, and meaſure. All 
that is good, I may love, butin ſeverall degrees;what 1s fimply-good,abſolurely:whar | 
good by circumſtance, only with limitation. There be: theſe three things that I | 
may love without exception,God, my neighbour, my ſoule'5 yet ſoascach have their | 
dueplace : My body, goods, fame, &c. as ſervants tothe former, Allother things I 
will either not care for, or hate. Et "10 -:i.50h9 
One would not thinke, that prideand baſe-mindednefſe ſhouild fo well agree; yea, 
that they love ſo together, that they never goe aſunder. Thar envie ever proceeds 
| from a baſe minde,is granted of all:Now the proud man, ashe faine would be cnyied 
ofothers,ſohe enviethall men.His betters he enyies,becauſche isnot fo goodas they: 
he envieshis inferiours, becauſe hefeares they ſhould prove as good as he:his equals, 
becauſe they are as good as he. Sounder big lookes, he bearesa baſe minde, reſem- | 
bling ſome Cardinals mule,which to makeup the traine,beares a coſtly-Port-mantle | 
ſtuffed with traſh. On the contrary, who 1s more proud than the baſeſt ? (the Cinicke 
tramples on Plaroes pride, but with a worſe) efpecially if hee be bur a little exalted; | 
wherein we ſeebaſe menſo muchmore haughty,as theyhave had lefſebefore whar they 
might be-proud of It is juſt with God,as the proud man is baſe in himſclfe, fo tro wake 
him baſely eſteemed in the eyes of others;& atlaſt to make hintbaſe wirthour pride. I 
| will contemne a proud man, becauſe he 1s bafe, and pittic him becauſe he is proud. 
| 2 
Ler me but have time tomy FAT IR leiſure tothinke of Heaven;and graceto 
my leaſure;and I can be happy in ſpight of the world. Nothing, bur God thar gives ir, 
can bercave me ofgrace;and he will not: for his gifts are without repentance. Nothing | 
but death can abridge me of time; and when I begin to want time to thinke ofhea- |} 
ven, I ſhall have eternall leiſure to enjoy it: I ſhall be both wayes happy, nor from | 
any vertue of apprehenſion in me, (which haye nopeere 1a worthynefle) but from 
the glory of that I apprehend ; wherein the act and object are from the author of hap- 
| pineſſe. He gives me this glory ; let me give him the glory of his gift, His glory is my 
happineſle ; let my glory be his, P 
. 2 | 
God beſtowes favours upon ſome in anger, as he ſtrikes otherſome in love : (The 
Iſraclites had better have wanted their Qua1les, than to haye caten them with ſuch 
ſance. JAnd ſomrimes at our inſtancie removing a lefſer puniſhment, leaves a greater, 
chough inſenſible, in theroome of it. I will not ſo mnch ſtrive againlt affliction. as 
diſpleaſure. Let me rather be afflicted in loye , than proſper without it. | 
Itis ſtrange that we men having ſo continuall uſe of God,and being ſoperpetually 
beholding to him,ſhould be ſo ſtrange tohim.,and fo litle acquainted with him:fince 
we account ita perverſe narure in any man, that being provoked with many kinde 
offices, refuſes the familiarity ofa worthy friend; which doth ſtill ſeeke ir,and hath de- | 
ſerved it. Whence it comes.,that weare ſoloth tothinke of our diffolution and going | 
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r0 God: for naturally where weearenot acquainted, wee liſtnotto hazard our wel- | 
come:chuſing rather to ſpend our money ata ſimple Intie, thanto turne1n for a free | 
lodgingto an unknowne Oaſt, whom wee have only heardof, never hadfriend({hip 
with: whereas toan entire friend; whoſe nature and welcome we know, and whom | 
we have elſe-where familiarly converſed withall, wegoe as boldly andwillingly as to 
our home, knowing thatnohoure can be unſeaſonableto ſuch a one: whileson the 0- 
ther fide we ſcrape acquaintance with the world, that never did us good, evenafter 
many repulſes. I willnot ive with Cod,and in God, without his acquaintance, know- 
ing it my happineſle to have ſuch a freind. I will not ler one day paſſe without ſome 
at of renewing my familiarity with him.: not giving over till I have given him ſome 
teſtimony of my love to him, and joy in him; andtill he hath left behinde him ſome 
pledge of his continued fayour to me. 
| © 

Men.for the moſt part, would neither dienor beold. Whenwe ſeean aged man that 
hathover-livedallthe teeth ofhis gummes, the haire of his head, the fighrof his eyes, 
the taſte of his palate ; we profeſſe, wee wouldnot live till fucha comberſome age | 
wherein weproveburdens toour deareſt friends,and our ſelyes:yer if it be put toour 
choyce what yeere we woulddie,weever ſhift it off till the next;and wantnot excules | 
for this prorogation, rather than faile,alleaging, we would live toamend; when yet 
wee doe butadde more to the heape of our finnes by continuance. Nature hathno- 
[thing to pleade forthis folly, bur thar life is ſweete : wherein wee give occaſion of 
[renewing thatancient check, or onenot unlike toit, whereby that primitive viſion 
taxed the timorouſheſſe of the ſhrinking Confeſſors;Yee wouldneither livetobe old, 
nor die ere your age : whar ſhould I doe withyou ? The Chriſtian muſt not thinke ir 
enough to endurethe thought of death with patience, whenit is obtruded upon him 
by neceſlirie;burt muſt voluntarily call it into his minde with joy ; not only abiding ir 
ſhould come, butwiſhing that it might come. I will not leaye ill I can reſolye, if 
mightdieto day, not tolivetillto morrow. I 

31 

Asa true friend is the {weeteſt contentmentin the world:ſoinhis qualities he well 
reſembleth hony, the ſiveereſt of 'all liquors. Nothing is more ſweet to the taſteno- 
thing more ſharpe and cleanſing, when it meets with an exulcerate fore. Formy 
ſelfe, Tknow I muſt have faults; and therefore I care not for that friend, that I ſhall | 
never ſmart by. For my friends, I know they cannot be faultleſſe;and therefore as they 
ſhall finde me ſweet in their praiſes and encouragements, ſo ſharpealſoin their cen- 
ſure. Eitherlet them abide me nofriend to their faults, or no friend to themſelves. 
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In all other things weare lead by profit; but in the mame matter ofall,weſhew our 
 ſelvesutrerly unthriftie ; and whiles we are wiſe in making good markets in theſe 
baſe commodiries, weſhew our ſelves fooliſh in the great match of our ſoules. God | 
and the world come both to one ſhop, and make proffers for our ſoules. The world, 
like afranke Chapman, fayes, All theſe will I give thee, ſhewing us his bagges, and 
promotions,and thruſting them into our hands.God offers a crowne of glary, which 
yethe tels us we mult give him day toperforme, and have nothing in preſent, but 
our hope and ſome ſmall eameſt ofthe bargaine. Though we know there is no com- 
pariſon betwixt theſe twoin value, finding theſe earthly things vaine8& unable to give 
| any contentment, & thoſe other of invaluable worth & benefir: yerwe had rather 
take theſe in hand, than truſt God on his word for the future ; while yet inthe ſame 
kind wechuſe rather totake ſome rich Lord(hips in reverſion, after the long expecta- 
| tion of three lives expired, thana preſent ſimme much under foot : As contrarily, 
when God & the worldare ſellers, & we come to the Marr, the world offers fine Pain- 
red wares, but wil not part with them under the price ofour torment:God proclaims: 
| Come yee thatwant, buy fornought. Now weerhrifty men, thartrie all ſhops for 
the cheapeſt peniworth,refuſe God. proffering ns precious commodities for nothing: 
. | & pay an hard price for that which is worſe than nothing, painfilll. Surely, we are wiſe 
| forany thingbut cur foules:nat ſo wiſe forthe body.as fooliſh for them.O Lord.thy 
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Cent. 11I. Meditations and Vowes. 


payment is (ure, and who knowes how preſent ? Takethe ſoule that thou hait both 


made and bought : andlet me rather give my lite for thy favour, than take he offersof 
the wor!d for norhing, 


33-.- | 

There was never age that more tagged of knowledge, and yetnever any thathad 
lefſe ſonndneſſe. Hee that knowes not God, knoweth nothing z and hethar louesnor 
God, knowes him not: for he is ſo (weet, andinfinitely full of delight, thar who-eucr 
knowes him cannot chuſe bur affet him. Thelirtle lone of God then argues the great 
ignorance even of thoſe rhat profeſſe knowledge. I will not ſuffer my afteCtions torun 
before my knowledge : for then I ſhall loue fafhionably onely, becauſe I heare Godis 
worthy of love ; and ſo be ſubject to relapſes : but I will ever lay knowledge as the 


ground of my loue, So, as I grow in divine knowledge, I ſhall ſtill profit inan heauen- 
ly zeale. 


Thoſe that trauellin long pilgrimages to the holy Land, what a number of weary 
paſesthey meaſure? whata number ot hard lodgings and knowne dangers they paſſe > 
andat laſt when they arecome within view of their journeyes end, whata large tribute 
pay they atthe Piſan Caſtle tothe Turkes? And when they are come thither, what ſec 
they but the bare Sepulcher wherein rheir Saviour hy > and the earth that hee trode 
apon to the increaſe ofacarnall devotion > VVhart labour ſhould I willingly vnder- 
rake in my journey to the true Land of promiſe, theceleſtiall Ieruſalem, where I ſhall 
ſceand enjoy my Saviour himſelfe > What tribute ofpaine or death ſhould I refuſe to 


pay for my entrance, not into his Sepulcher, buthis Palace of glory 2and that nor to 
looke upon,buttopoſleſle it? 
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Thoſethatareallin exhortation, no whitia doarine,are like tothem that ſnuffe the 
candle, but powre not in oyle. Againe, thoſe that are all in dorine,nothing in exhor- 
tation, drownethe wike in oyle, burlightirnot ; making itfit for vſe, ifir had fire pur 
roit; butas itis, rather capable of good, than profitable in preſent. Doctrine, without 
exhortation, makes men all braine, no heart. Exhortation, without dofrine, makes 
the heart full, leauesthebraine emptie. Both together makea man : One makes a man 
wiſe, the other good, One ſerues that we may know our duty; the other, that we may | 
performe it. I will labour in both: butI know not in whether more, Men cannot pra- 
Riſe,unleſle they know ; and they know invaire, ifthey practiſe not. 

| 6 
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There be two things in every good worke, honour and profir. The latter God be- 


ſtowes upon us, the former he keepesto himſelfe. The profit of our workes redoundeth | 
notto God, My well-doing extendeth not to thee. The honour of oux worke may not 


beallowed us. My glory I willnot give to another, I willnotabridge God ofhis parr, 
that he may norbereaue me of mine, | 


37 1 

Theproud man hath no God, the envious man hath no neighbour, the angry man 
hath not himſclfe. What can that man haue thatwants himſelte?Vhar is a man better, 
if he have himfelte, and wantall others > VWhatis be the neerer; if he have himſelfe, and 


others, andyct want God? What goodisitthen to bea man, ifhebe eicher, wrath- | 
full, proudor envious ? } + 
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38 | 
Man that was once the ſoveraigne Lord of all creatures, whom they ſerviceably at- 
| tended at all times, is now ſentro the very baſeſt of all ctcatures to learne good quali- | 
ties, Goc tothe Piſmire, &c;and ſee, the moſt contemprible. creature's preter'd before 
him: The Aſſe knoweth his owner, wherein we, likethe miſerable heireof ſome great | 
Peere, whoſe houſe is decayed through the treaſon of our-progenitors, heare and ſee 
what Honours and Lord-ſhips we ſhould have had; bur now find our ſelves below 
many of the vulgar :.we have not ſo much cauſe of exaltation, thatwe are men, and not 
beaſts , as we haveof humiliation, in thinking how much we were once better than wee 
arc, andthat now in many duties weeare men inferiour to beaſts : ſo as thoſe whom wee | 
| conremne, 
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Cent. 111. Medidations and Vowes. E 


conremne, if they had our reaſon, might more julily contemne vs ; and as they are, may | - 
teach us by their examples, anddoe condemne us by their practice, A 
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| 4 
The idle man is the Devils cuſhion, onwhich he taker? his free caſe : whoas he is 
uncapable of any good, ſo he is fitly diſpoſed for all evill motions, The ſtanding water 
| ſoone ſtinketh ; whereas the current ever keepesclecreandcleanly : conveying downe 
all noiſome matter that mighr infe& ir, by the force of his ſireame; It Idoe bur lirtle 
| good toothers by my endevours, yet this isgreat good to me, that by my labourl keepe 
my ſelfe from hurr. 


49 | 
There canbe no neerer conjun&ion in nature, than is betwixt the body and the ſoule: 
yettheſe two are of ſo cuntrary diſpofirion, that as it falls out inan ill-matched man and 
wife, thoſe ſervants which he onelikes beſt, are moſt diſpraiſedof the other ; f0 here, 
one ſtill takes partagainſt the other in their choice : what benefits the one, is the hurt of 
the other. Theglutting of the body pines the ſoule;and the ſoule thrives beſt when the bo. 
dy is pinched. VVho can wonder, that there is ſuch faction amongſt others, thatſees ſo 
much in his very ſelfe > True wiſdome is totake ,not with the ſtronger , as the faſhion of 
the world is, but withthe better : following hercin, not uſurped power,but juſtice, Ir is 
not hard ro diſcerne, whoſe the right is 3 whether the ſervant ſhouldrule or the miſtreſle 
L will labourto make and keepe the peace, by giving each parthis owne indifferently : 
but if morebe affe&ted with an ambitious contention, Iwill rather beat Hagar out of 
doores, than ſhee ſhall over-rule her nuſtreſle. 
I | 
I ſee Iron firſt heated red hot in the fire, and after beaten and hardened with cold: 
water, Thus (vill I deale withan offending friend : firſt heat him with deſerved praiſe 
of his vertue,and then beatupon him with reprehenſion:{o good nurſes, when their chil- 
dren arefallen, firſt take themup and peake them faire, chide them afterwards : Gentle 
ſpeechkisa good preparative forrigor, He ſhall ſee that I love him A, my approbation; 
and that I love not his faults by my reproofe. It he love himſelfe, he will love thoſe that 
miſlike His vices ; andifhe loyenor himſelfe, it matters not whether helove me. 
2 
The liker weare to God, which is the beſt and only good, rhebetter and happier we 
muſt needsbe. All finnes make us unlike him,as being contrary tohis perfe& hotineſle, 
but fome ſhew more dire& contrariety : ſuch is envy, For whereas God bringeth good 
out of evill z theenyious man fetcheth evill out of good ; wherein alfo his {inne proves 
a kinde of puniſhment : for whereas to good men even evill things worke together to 
their good,contrarily,to the envious, good things worke together totheirevill. Theevill, 
in any man, though never ſo proſperous, I willnotenvy, bur pity : The good graces 1 


will not repineat, but holily emulate ; rejoycing that they are ſo good, bur grieving 
thatlam no better. 


| 43 
The covetous man is like aſpider, as in this, that he doth nothing but lay his nets to 
catch every Flie,gaping only fort a booty of we ;fo yet more, in thatwhiles hee makes 


| nets fortheſe flies, heconſumeth his owne bowels : ſothat which is his life is his death. 
If there be any creature miſerable, it is he ; and yethe is leaſt to be pittied, becauſe hee | 


makes himſelfe miſerable ; ſuch as heis I will account him ; and will therefore [weepc 
downe his webs and hate his poyſon. 


4 | 
| In heaven there isalllife, andnodying Te hellisall death, and nvlife. In earth there 
is doth living and dying ; which, asitis betwixtboth, ſo ir prepares for both, Sorkar 
ne which here below dyes to finne, dothafter live in heaven ; andcontrarily, hee thar 
| lives in (inne upon earth, dies in hellafterwards. Vhar if I have no part of joy here 
below, but ſtill ſuccefſionof aflitions > The wicked have no part in heaven, and yet 
they enjoy the carth with pleaſure : I would not change portions withthem. 1 rejoyce, 
that ſecing I cannot have both, yet have the better. O Lord, let mee paſſe both my 
J | deaths 
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Cent. IT. Meditations and Vowes. | 


| deaths here upon earth, I carenot how Llive or die, fo 1 may have nothing bur lite to. 
| looke for in another world. | 4 


The conceit of propriety hardens a man againſt many inconveniences, and addeth'| 
much to our pleaſure, The mother abides many unquiet nights,many paintullthroes,ang | 
unpleaſant ſavours of her childe, upon thisthought, Ir is my owne, The indulge fa. 
[ther magnifies that in his owne ſonne,which he would ſcarce like ina ſtranger,The want 
of this to God=ward, makes us ſo ſubje& to diſcontentmentr, and cooleth our delightin 
him, becauſe we think of him aloofe, as one in whom we are not intereſſed. If wecould 
think, Ir is my God thatcheereth me with his preſence, and bleſſings, while I proſperz 
that afliteth me in love, when Iam dejefted , my Saviour isat Gods right hand - my 
Angels ſtand in his preſence, it could not be but Gods favour wouldbe ſweeter, his cha- 
ſtiſements more eaſfie, his benefits more effeQuall. I am not mine owne, while God is 
not mine :and while he is mine, ſince I doe poſſefſe him, I willenjoy him. 

. Nature is of her owne inclination froward, importunately longing after that which 
is denied her , and ſcornfull of what ſhe may have. If it were appointed that we ſhould 
live alwaiesuponearth, how extremely would we exclaime of wearineſle, and wiſh ra- 
ther that we were not > Now itis appointed we ſhall live here but a while, and then 
give roome to our ſucceſſors, each one affe&s a kind of eternity upon earth. I will 
Wor r0 tame this peeviſh and ſullen humour of nature, and will like rhar beſt that 
muſt be. 


All true earthly pleaſure forſooke man, when he forſooke his Creator , whathoneſt 
and holy delight he tooke before inthe durifull ſervices of the obſequious creatures , in 
the contemplation of that admirable yaricty, and ſtrangeneſle of their properties , in ſee- 
Ing their ſweet accordance with each other; and all with himſelfe > Now molt of our 
Pleaſure is, to ſet one creature together by the eares with another, ſporting our ſelves 
onely with that deformity, which was bred through our owne fault : yea, there have 
beene, that have delighted to ſee one man ſpill anothers bloud upon the ſand, and have 
ſhouted for joy at the {ight ofthat ſlaughter,which hath fallenout upon no other quarrelI, 
but the pleaſure of thebeholders : I doubt not but as we ſolace our ſelves inthe diſcord 
of the infcriour creatures, ſothe evill ſpirits ſport themſelves inour difſentions. There 
are better qualities of the creature, which we paſſc over wirhqut pleaſure. In recreations, 
I will chuſe thoſe which are of beſt example, andbeſtuſe ; ſeckivg thoſe by which I 
may notonely be themerrier, but the better. | 

48 

| There is no want for which a man may not finde a remedy inhimſelfe. Doe I want 
riches 2 He that deſires bur little, cannot want much. Doe 1 want friends > If I loveGod 
cnough, and my ſelfe but enough, it matters not. Doe I want health > If I want it 
butalittle, and recover ; I ſhalleſteeme it the more,becauſeI wanted. If Ibe long fick, 
and unrecoverably, I ſhallbe the fitter and willinger rodic;and my paine is ſo muchlefle 
ſharpe, by how much more itlingreth. Doe I want maintenance ? Alittle, andcourſe, 
will contentnature. Let my mind be no more ambitious, than my backe and belly, I 
can hardly complaine of toolittle. Doe I want ſleepe 2 I am going whither there is a0 
uſe of ſleepe; where all reſt, and ſleepe not. Doe I want children > Many that have 
them,wiſh they wanted: Ir is better to bechildleſſe,than croſſed with their miſcarriage. 
Doe Iwant-learning > He hath none, that ſaith he hath enough. The next way toger 
more, isto find thou waurteſt. There is remedie for all wants, in our ſelves, ſaving only 


for want of grace : and that, a mancannot ſo much as ſee and complaine that he wants, 
but from above, | | | 
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| 49 
Every vertuous a&ion (like the Sunge eclipſed) hath a double ſhadow , according 
tothe divers aſpeRts of the beholders : one of glory, the other ofenvy, Glory followes 
upon good deſerts; Envy uponglory. He thatis envied, may think himſelfe well: for | 
hethat cnvies him, thinks him more thanwell: lknow no vice inanother, whereofa 
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| there were nolight, 


Inmedling with the faults of friends, I Ll obſcrved many wrongfull courſes ; what 
for feare, or ſelfe-love, or indiſcretion, Some I havczccne, like unmercitull and cove. 
| rous Chirurgians, keepe the woundraw, (which they mi ghr have ſeafonably remedied) | 
| fortheirowne gaine. Others, that have laid healing plaiſters roskinar aloft,when there | 
| hathbeene more necd of Corroſives tocat our the drad fleſh within, ' Orkers, that have | 
alled and drawne,whenthere hath beene nothing out olid fleſh, raathathwanted only 
| Alling up. Others, that have healed the ſore, but left an unſightly ſcarre of diſcredit | 
| Tbehindethem. He thatwould doe _ this way, muſt have Fidelitie, Courage, Diſ- 
cretion, Patience. Fidelitie,not to beare with ; Courage, toreprove them; Dilcretion, 
ro reprove them well ; Patience, toabide the leiſure of amendment ; making much of 
o00d beginnings, and purting up many repulſes, bearing with many weakneſles ; Rill | 
| hoping, ſtill ſolliciting , as knowing that thoſe who have beene long uſed to ferters, can- 
notbur halt awhile, when chey are taken off, | PIER. | 


ol | | 
God hath made all the World,and yetwhata little part of itis his? Dividethe World 
into foure parts: but one, and the leaſt containerh all thar is worthy the name of Chriſtcn- 
| dome: the reſt overwhelmed with Turciſme, and Paganiſme: and of this leaft parr, the | 


| man may make fo goodand comfortableuſeta himſclie. There wouldbeno ſhadow, if | 


A 
| 


greater halte yet holding aright concerning God & their Saviour in ſome common prin- | 
ciples, overthrow the truth in their concluſions ; and ſo leave the leſſer part of the leaſt. 
| part for God. Yetlower: of thoſe that holdarightconcerning Chriſt, how feware there, 
| thatdoe otherwite than faſhionably profeſſe him? Andof thoſe that do ſeriouſly profeſle' 
| him how few arethere that in their lives deny him not, living unworthy of ſo glorious a 
calling? Wherein I doe not pitty God, who will have glory even of thoſe that are not 
| his : Ipitry miſerable men, thatdoe rejeR their Creator and Redeemer, and themſelves 
| inhim, And1 envy Satan, that herulethſolarge. Since God hath ſo few, I will bemore 
thankfull thar he hath vouchſated me one ofhis ; and be the more zealous of gloritying 
him, becauſe we have but a few felloives, OR | 


52 
Asthoſe that have taſted of ſome delicate diſh, finde other plaine diſhesbutunplea- 
fant ; ſoirfareth with thoſe which have oncetaſted of heavenly things, they cannor but 
| cont..mne the beſt worldly pleaſures. As therefore ſome dainty guelt knowing there is 


ſo pleaſant fare rocome - I will reſerve my appetite for it, and not ſuffer my ſelfe clojied 
| with the courſe dier of the world, IS | 


| feQlyevillasthe other, I durſt receivenothing z lhad ratherhunger, 


p than wilfully dip 
my hand ina wicked mans difh. _ 


| 


plainesof othersblindnefſe, 
corrupt lungs, complaine 


* BOP | 
We arercady to condemne others, for that which is as eminently faulty in our ſelves. 
| Ifoneblinde manruſhupon another inthe way, cithercom 


| neither of his owoe. I have heard thoſe which have had mo 
|of the unſayory breath of others. Thereaſonis, becauſe the mind caſteth altovether 
| outward, and refleQethnotinto it ſelfe, Yet it is more ſhamefull tobe either jpnorant 
| of, or favourable rogur owne imperfeRions. I will cenſure others vices fearefully, my 
| ownecontidently, becauſe I know them; and thoſe I know nor, I will ſuſpet. 


| Heisavery humble man, thatthinks not himſclfe better than ſome others - and he 
j 1s very meane, whom ſome others doe not account better thanthemſclyes 


BO | RI [D 

I finde many places where God hath uſcd the hand of good Angels for the puniſh- | 

| ment of the wicked ; butnever could yer'findone, wherein he employedan evill An- 

gell in any dire& goodro his children, IndireQ I. find many, if not all, through the 

power of him thar brings light out of darknefle,and turnes their evill to our good: Inthis 
choice God would and muſt be imitated. From anevill fpirit I darenot receive ought 

if neverſogood , I will receiveas little as I may from a wicked man. Ifhe were as er- 


*fo that 


 —_—_ 


— er de th. td des th..d tat the had W— 


4 
% 4 
- 4 oi oa . +» _—_ - - . -- -- — I + _— — cc - Sa. ” 4 a _ 3 = vs [ 
& , * mam ” _ © 
Lad ” and "in EO” nn” - ” Py "i Me ge cs os ++ £' PF 2 » JE a cl _ 


MP 


| 


A 


q | 


| 56 (RP ; 
Hee cannever wonder enough at Gods workmanſhip, that knowes not the frame of 
the world : forhe canneverelſe coaccive of the hugeneſſe, and ſtrange proportion of 
the creature. And he tharknowes this, can never wonder more at any thinge elſe, I 
will learne roknow, thatI may admire, andby that little know, I will more wonder | 
| atthat Tknow nor. | 


| 57 Y 

There is nothing below but toyling, grieving, wiſhing, hoping, fearing , and wed= 
rineſſein all theſe. Vhat foolesare weto be beſorted with the loye of our owne trou-. 
ble, andto hate our liberty andreſt > Thelove of miſery, is much worſe than miſery it 
ſelfe. We muſt firſt pray, that God would make us wile, before we can wiſh he would 
make us Zappy. 5 7s 
| ; gn 
| Ifamanreferreall things to himſelfe, wagons enough: Itall things to God, 
any meaſure will content himofearthly things; but ingrace he 1s inſatiable, Worldlings 
ſzrve themſelves alrogetherin God, making Religion but to ſerve their turnes, as a 
colour of their ambition, and covetouſneſſe, The Chriſtian ſeekes God onelyin ſeckin; 
himſelfe, uſing allotherthings but as ſubordinately to him ; notcaring whether himſelf 
win or loſe, ſothat God may win glory in both, I will not ſufer mine eyesand mindeto 
bee bounded with theſe viſible things ; bur ill looke through theſe matters, at God | 


whichis the utmoſt ſcope of them : accounting them onely as a thorowfare to paſſeby, 
notas an h:birationtorelt in, 


59 ons 
He is wealthy enough, that wanteth not. He is greatenough, that is his owne Maſter. 
He 1s happy cnough, that lives todie well. Orher things I will not care for; nortoomuch 
for rhele, "a onely for the laſt, which alonecan admirof noimmoderation, 

A man of extraordinary parts, makes himſelfeby ſtrangeand ſingular behaviour, 
more adinircd ; whichif a man of burcommonfaculty doe 1mirate, he makes himſelfe 
ridiculous : for that which is conſtruedas nacursl) cothe one, is deſcried tobe affeted 
:atheorher. Andchereis nothing forcedby affeQation canbe comely. Iwillever ſtrive 
togoc in the common road: ſo while I am not notable, I ſhall nor be notorious, ; 

68. .: : 
Gold isthe beſt merall, and forthe purity not ſubjeR toruſt, as allothers , and yer 
' chebeſt Gold hath ſome aroſſe. I eſteeme northat man that hath no faults : Ilike him 
| w2il chat hach buta few, arid thoſe not great. I IE 6 
 Manyainan marres a good eftate, for want of skill to proportionhis carriage anſwe- 
rably to jiis ability, A little ſaile toa large veſſell, rids no way, though the wind bee 
fire. A large ſailc to alittle Barke drownes it, A top-ſaile toa ſhip of meane burthen | 
ina rough weather, is dangerous. A low faile inan cafie gale, yeelds little advantage: 
| | This diſproportion cauſerh ſome tolive miſerably ina good eſtate : and ſome tomake a 
good cſtare,miſcrable, I will firſt know what I may doe for ſafety, and then TI will try 
| whar I cau doefor ſpeed. | | | 
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_ Therici manhath many friends ; although intruch riches have them, and not the 
man. Asthe Afethatcarriedthe Egyptian Goddefle, had many bowed knees, yetnot 

tothe beaſt, burto the burthen, For,ſeparatethe riches from the perſon, and chou ſhale | | 
| ſee friendſhip leavethe man, and follow-that which was ever her obje&: while he ma 

command, a1d can either give, argeatraly; tbe bathacrendance, and proffer owes x | 

| 2 - HANGs: 


-! ga __ s £ - -_ 
bo Sree rm i Wt IE een Deng ares Went 
ILSS CARL apr a 
we WA. «AA 2 * PW wo be 0G, We 
gs OV ” a ys 3 ns -* 
pe $f one et . 
_ ae —_— -- an. 
MS. 7 2 __ 2» eV B 
_—_— * "IPL og; 
p TIA >, on, ; wet 
4 - + wo —_ EO, _ Y 
—_ mw 1 


—_ - WP * _ ——_ ws 
x. _ > > _— 
% > <p 
En 2 


e 


——— . 


——_ 


—_ 


| butcall todrinkeatmy doore ;1 will uſe themas paſſergers, with ſlightreſpe&, Heis his 
\ owne beſt friend, tharmakes caſt of both of them. ke F) OE IM ponds 


| how-everin civill matters it be condemned of ſervilitic, in Chriſtianpractice hath his 
| duepraiſe ; and though it be morenaturall for 
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Meditations nid Vowes, Cent. 11]. 


| hands; but which oftheſedaresacknowledge him, whenhe is going toprifonfor debr;| 
| Thentheſe aſpes, that made ſuch muſicke about this Gally-pot, ſhew plainly, that | 
| they came only fot the honey that was init. This isthe miſery of the wealthy, tharchey Z 
| cannot know h | rig} | ae. | 
tHe that would chuſe arrue friend, muſt ſearch out one thar is neither coretous noram-| | 
| bitious ; forſucha one loyesbut himſelfe in thee. And if it be rare to find any nor in- | 


cirfriends : whereas thoſe that love the poore man, love him for himſclfe. 


feed with theſe qualities, the beſt is to entertaine all, and ruſt few. 


- of 64 ig 
- That whichthe French Provetbe hath of ſickneſles, /istrve of alleyills': Thar they 


| icome on korſebacke, andgoe away on foot. Vee have off ſcenea ſudden fall, or one | 

meales ſurfer harh ſtuck by many to their graves ; whereas pleaſures 'comelike Oxen, 
ſlow and heavily, and goe away like Poſt-horſes, upon the ſpur, Sorrowes, becauſethey 
are lingring gueſts, Iwill entertainebut moderately, knowing, rhat the more they are | 


made of, the longer they will continue : and for pleaſures becauſe they (tay nor, and doe 


/ 
65 WHO t 
It is indeed more commendable to give good example, than to take it: yet imitation, 


beginners at heir firſt imitation, that can- 
Not ſwim withoutblaaders ;' yzt the beſt profictent ſhall fee ever ſome higher ſteps of 
thoſe that have gone to heaven before him, worthy of his tracing: wherin much caution 
muſt be had, that we follow good men, and ingood : Good men, for if-we propound 


imperſe& patterns toourſelyves, we ſhall be conſtrained firſt to unlearnethoſc ill habits 
| we have gotby their imitarion, before we can be capable of good : ſo befides the lofſe of 


any.mans perſon, that hecan make no ſeparation from his infirmities, is both abſurdly; 
ſervile, and unchriſtian. He thereforerhat would follow well, muſt know to diſtin onifhy 
well, betwixt good men, andevill; betwixt good men andbetter; berwixt good quali-: 
ties and infirmities... VVhy:harh God given meeducation nor ina Deſart alone, bur in: 


bh 


fo 


ſhould bettes mine owne > VVhy ſhould we have intereſt inthe vicesofmen,and nor in 
their vertues > Andalthough precepts be ſurer, yet a good mans aQtion is according to 


withqut the liphr, he ſhall walke withourme. 
| % 4 oO m0 00454521 6G! 


, 


from me, that it Eid my proficien 
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the company of good and yertnous men, but that by the ſight of their good carriage, 1 


precepr; yea, isapreceptit ſelfe. The Pſalmiſt compares the Law of GodtoaLanterne, 
good example beares-1t. Iris fafe following him that carries the light : if he walke 


dmen, ſalvation ; andone Author of it, Chrift: 
 fothere is but one way to it, doing well, arid ſufferingevill, Doing well(methinks ) is 
 likethe Zodideke inthe Heavenyrhe highway gf rhe Sunne, thorow which it daily paſ. 
| ſeth : Sufferingevill; islikethe.Eclipticke line thargoes thorow the middeſt vf ir.” The: 
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Cent. I []. Meditations and Vowes. 
5 68 

The prodigall man, while he] pendeth, is magnified: when he is ſpent, is pirtied:and 
that is all his recompence for his laviſht Patrimonie. The coverous man is oradged 
while belives, and his death is rejoycedat : for when he ends, his riches beginne the 
goods. Herhat wiſely keeps the meane betweene both, liverh well, and heares well: 
neither repinedat bythe needy ; nor pittied bygreater men, I would fo manage theſe 
worldly commodities,as accounting them mine to diſpoſe,orhers to partake of, 

69 

A goodname (ifany earthly thing) is worth ſeeking, worth ſtriving for ; yettoaffe& 
abarename, when we deſervecitherill or nothing, is buta proud hypocriſie :androbe 
ouffedup withthe wrongfull eſtimationof others miſtaking our worth, is an idle and 
ridiculous pride. Thou art wellſpoken of upon no deſert : what then > Thou haſt decei- 
ved thy neighbours, they one another, andall of them have deceived thee : forthou 
madeſt them thinke of rhee otherwiſe than thou art ; andthey have made thee thinke of 
thy ſelfe asthou artaccounted : the deceit camefromthee, the ſhame will endin thee. 


| I willaccount nowrong greater, than for a man to cſteeme and report mee above that | 
Lam : not rejoycing inthat Iam well thought of, but in that Iam ſuch as Iam eſteemed, | 


| = 
It was a ſpeech worthy the commendation , and frequent remembrance of ſo divine 


friends comforted him on his ficke bed, and toldhim, they hoped he ſhould recover 
anſwered : If | ſhallnot die at all, well, but ifever,why not now ? Surely it is folly.what 
wemuſt doe, todoe unwillingly. I will never thinke my ſoule ina goodcaſe, folong 
as Tamlothto thinkeof dying ; and will make this my comforts Not, I ſhall yet live 
longer, but, 1 ſhall yet doe more good. Ve 


71 Choe 
Exceſſes are never alone. Commonly thoſe thathave excellent parts, have ſome ex- 
tremely vicious qualities : great wits have great errours z and great eſtates have great 
cares : whereas medioctity of gifts or of eſtate hath uſually bur caſfie inconveniences: 
elſe the excellent would not know themſelves, andthe meane would be too murh de- | 
jeted. Now thoſe whom we admire for their faculties, wepitie for their infirmities : | 
and thoſe which find themſelves but of the ordinary pitch, joy that as their vertues, | 
ſo their vices are noteminent. So the higheſt have a blemiſhedglory, and the meane | 
are contentedly ſecure, I will magnifie the higheſt, butaffe& the meane. 


72 ; 
Thebody isthe caſe, or ſheathof the minde : yer as naturally it hideth ic ; fo ir doth 
alſo many times diſcover it, For although the forchead, eyes, and frame of the coun- | 


true generall verdidts. An angry mans browes are bent together, and his eyes ſparkle 
with rage, which when he 18 well pleaſed, looke ſmooth and cheerefully, Envy hath 
one looke ; deſire another ; ſorrow yet another , contentment, a fourth, different from 
allthereſt. Toſhew nopaſſion, is too Stoicall z toſhewall, is impotent ; to ſhew other 
than we ſeele, hypocriticall. The faceand geſture doe but write, and make commen- 
taries upon the heart. Iwill firſt endeyour ſo to frame andorder thar, asnor toenter. 
raine anypaſſion, bur what I neednot care tohave laid open tothe world : and there- 
fore will firſt ſce that the Text be good; then tharthe gloſle be true ; and laſtly, thar ir; 
be ſparing, Towhat end hath Godo walled-in the heart, if I ſhould ler every mans | 


eyes intoitby my countenance ? 


” M— 


— 


£3: | 
There isno publike ation which theworld is not readie to ſcan; there is noaction 
ſo private, which the evill ſpirits are not witneſſes of , I will endevour fo to live, as 
knowing.that I amever inthe eyes of mine enemies. | 


74 
When we our ſelves, andall other vices arcold, then covetouſneſſe aloneis young, 
andat his beſt age. This vice loyestodwell in an old ruinous cottage: yer that agecan 


(08 t_— 


aBiſhopas Anpuſline, which isreported of an aged Father in his time , who when his | 


tenance doe ſometime belic the diſpoſition of the heart ; yet moſt commonly they give | 


have no ſuch honeſt colour for niggardlineſſe and inſatiable deſire. A young man 
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© Meditations and Vowes. Cent. [1]. 


might pleadethe uncertainty of his eftare and doubt ot his future need: but an old man 
ſces his ſet period before him, Since this humour'1s ſo neceſlarily annexed to rhis age, 


entring into. Itis goodcoveting what I may have, and cannot leaye behind me, 


75 Bo 
There is a mutuall hatred betwixt a Chriſtian, andche world : for on the one fide, 


\the love of the world is enmity with God, and Gods childrencannor but take their Fa- 
\rhers part. Onthe other, The world bates you, becauſe it hated me firſt. Burthe hatred 
{ofthe good man tothe wicked is not ſo extreme, as that wherewith he 1s hated. For 


_— 
—_— i—_ 
PIR 


_— 


"i 


the Criſtian hates ever with commulſeration and love of that good he ſees in the 


— — 


greater argument of goodneſſe, than the hatred of a wicked man, 
76 


Fe 


grudge itbut I willnotintendir, 


I 


worldlyng here below, the unſetled Chriſtian nowhere, 
78 


conſumeth. 


; CLP IR . 


— ——— 


L will turne it therightway, andnouriſh itinmy ſelie, The older I grow, the more co- 
yetoues Lwillbe ; butof theriches,notoftheworld I am leaving,butofallthe world Lam 


{worſt zknowing thatrhe eſſence of the very Devils 15 good, andthat rhelewdeſt man 
{hath ſomeexcellent parts of nature, or common graces of the Spiritof God, which he 
warily {ſinglcth out in bis affection. But the wicked man hates him for goodnefle, and 
therefore findes nothing in himſelfe tomoderate his deteſtation. : There canbeno ber- | 
termuſick in mine eare than the diſcordof the wicked. It he like me, lam afraid he ſpies 
| ſome quality inme, Þke- to: his owne. If he ſaw nothing bur o00dnefſe, heconld not 
love me, and be bad himſelfe. Itwas a iuſt doubt of Phocion, whowhen the people 
praiſed him, asked, Vhat evillhave I done > I willftrive to deſerve evill of none: bur 
not deſerving ill, irſhallnor grive me to heare il! of thoſe that are evill, I know no 


A min thatcomeshungry to his meale, feeds heartily on the meat ſet before him, 
not regarding the metall, or forme of the platter, wherein it is ſerved, who afterwards 
when his ſtomackeis ſatisfied, beginsto play with che diſh, or to reade ſentences on 
| his trencher. Thoſe auditors which can finde nothing rodoe, but note elegant words 
| and phraſes, or rhetoricall colours, or perhaps an 11! grace of geſture in apithie and 


materiall ſpeech, argue rhemſelyes fullere they cameto the feaſt : and therefore goe 
| away withalittle pleaſure, noprofit. In hearing others, my only intention ſhall be to 
| feed my mind with ſolid matter : if my care can get ought by the way, Iwill not 


"5 Ta 
The joy of a Chriſtian in theſe worldly things is limited, andever awed with feare of 
| exceſle, but recompencedabundantly with his ſpirituall mirth : whereas the worl.iling 
| gives the reines tothe minde, and powres himſelfe iato pleaſure, fearing only thar hee 
| ſhall not joy enough. He thatisbur halfea Chriſtian, lives but miſerably; for he nei- 
| therenjoyeth God, northe world. Not God, becauſehe hath not grace enough tomake 
| him his owne: notthe world, becauſe be hath ſome taſte ofgrace; enoughto ſhew him 
| rhevaniry andſinne of his pleaſures. Sothe ſound Chriſtian hath his heavenabove, the 


Gooddeedsarevery fruitfull ; andnotſo much of theirnature, as of gods bleſfing, 
multipliable, We think ten in the hnndred extreme and bitinguſury; God gives us 
more thanan hundred forten; yea, above the increaſe ofthe gaine which we commend 
moſt for multiplication. For out of one good ation of ours, God produceth a thou- 
ſand ; the harveſt whereof 1s perpetuall : Even the faithfull ations of the old Pacri- 
arkes, the conſtant ſufferings of ancient Martyres live ſtill, and doe good to all ſuc- 
_—_ of ages by theirexample. For publikeaCtions of vertue, beſides that they are 

penny comfortable tothe doer, arealſo exemplary to others : and as they are more 
beneficial roothers, ſoare more crowned inus, If gooddeeds wereutterly barren and 
| incommodious, I would ſeckeafter them for the conſcience of their owne goodnefle: 
how much more ſhall Lnow be incouraged to performe them, for that they are ſo pro- 
firableboth to my ſelfe, and to others, and to me in others > My principall cate ſhall be, 
that whule tay ſoule lives inglory in heaven, my good ations may live uponeatth ; and 
chat they may be put intorthe bank and multiply, while mybody lies in the orave and 


| 


79 A Chriſtian |_| 


Cent. I11. Meditations and Vowes. 


Te OBE /| Sz 
A Chriſtian for the ſweet fruit hee beares to God and men, is compared tothe no- 


bleſt of all plants, the Vine. now asthe moſt generous Vine, if itbenot pruned; runs 
out into many ſuperfluous ſtemmes, and growes at laſt weake and fruitleſſe : ſo doth 
the beſt man, ifhebe cut ſhort of his deſires, and pruned with afliQions, If itbe pain- 
full roblecd, it is worſe towither. Lerme be pruned that may grow, rather than cut 
upto burne. 
80 
Thoſe, that doe bur ſuperficially taſte of divine knowledge, find little ſweetneſſe in 
it; andareready for theunpleaſantrelliſhtoabherre it:whereas ifthey would divedeepe 
intothe Sea, they ſhould find freſh water necre to the botrome : That it {avours not 
| wellatthefirſt, is the fault notof ir, butof the diſtempered palate tharraſtes it. Good | 
merallsand mineralls are not found cloſe under the skinne of the earth, butbelow inthe 
bowels of it: No good Miner cafts away his Mattocke, becauſe he finds aveine of tough 
clay, or 4 ſhelfe of ſtone z but {till delveth lower, and paſſig thorow many changes of 
ſoile, atlaſt comes to his rich treaſure. Ve are too ſoone diſcouragedin our] piritual! 
gaines, I will ſtill perſevere roſeeke , hardning my ſelte againſt all difficalcy. There is 
comforteven in ſceking, hope ; andthere isjoy in hoping, good ſuccefle : and' in that 
ſucceſle, is happineſſe. Lis 
i 5 PE IL 

Hethathath any experience in ſpirituall matters, knowesthat Satan is ever more vi 
olentat the laft z rhenraging moſt furiouſly, when he knowes he ſhall rage buta whit. 
Hence of the perſecutions of the firſt Church, the tenth and laft under Diocleſsar and! 
Maximizian, and thoſe other five Tyrants,was the bloudieft. Hence this age is the-moſi 
diſſolute, becauſe neereſt the concluſion. Andas this is his courſe in the univeriall aſ- 
ſaulrs ofthe whole Church : ſoit is the ſame in his conflicts with every Chriſtian ſoule. 
Likea ſubrill Orator hereſerves his ſtrongeſt force fill the ſhutting up: And therefore 
miſerable is the folly of thoſe men whodefer their repentance till then, when cheironſer 
ſhall bee moſt ſharp, andthey through paine of body, and perplexednefle of mind ſhall 
be leaſtable to reſiſt. Thoſe that have long furniſht themſelves with ſpirituall munirion, 


man, that with the help of all o pportunities conld not findgracetorepent; hopeto at- 
clueve itatthe laſt gaſpe, againſt greater force, withleſſe meanes, more diſtraRtion, no 
leiſure > Wife Princes uſe to prepare ten yeeres before for a fieldofone day: I will every 


ſecond blow begin the bartell,butthe laſt only winsit. 

| 82 | 
I obſervethree ſeaſons whereina wiſe man differsnot from a foole , in his infancy, in 
ſleepe, and infilence: for inthe twoformer we areal! fooles; and infilenceall are wite. 
In the two former yet,there may be concealementof folly ;butrhe tongue is ablab:there 
cannot be any kind of folly , either ſimple, or wicked, inche heart, butthe tongue will 
bewray it. Hecannot be wiſe that ſpeakes much, or without ſenſe, or out of ſeaſon, nor 
he knowne for a foole that ſayes nothing. It is agreat miſery tobea foole : butthis is yer 
greater, that a man cannot be a foole but he muſt ſhew ir. It were well for ſuch a one, 
it he couldbe taught tokeepe cloſe his fooliſhneſle : but then there ſhould be nofooles. 
I bave heard ſome (which have ſcorned the opimion of folly in themſelves ) fora 
ſpecchwhereinthey have hoped to ſhew moſt wit, cenſuredof folly, by him that hath 


| E | him for wantof wir incenſuring. Surely he is not a foole that hath unwiſe thoughts, bur 

he thatutters them. Evenconcealed folly is wiſdome: and ſometimeswiſdome uttered, 

is follv. VVhile others care how to ſpeak , my care ſhall be howto hold my peace: 
, R o : : ; 


: Aworke isthen onely good and acceptable, when the aQion, meaning ,and manner 
are all good ; Fortodoegood withan ill meaning, ( as 1d. ſaluted Chriſt ro betray 
| him ) is ſo much more finfull, by how muchthe aQionis better , which being good in 


find work enough inthis extreme brunt of temptation : how then ſhould the careleſle | 


day lay up ſomewhart for my laft, . If Twin that skirmiſhy I have enough. The firſt and | 


thought himſelfe wiſer : and another, hearing his ſentence againe, hath condemned | 


| u kind , is abuſcdtoanill purpoſe ; Todoeill, inagood meaning, (as Yzzain Rey 


—_ _ —_ tet. de. th th. — _— 


the 


, . _ 
= AI_—_ had ————_—_ —_— — tA 


ES 


f - =o 
arg er  peees rg —— 
—_ hs ; : I 
0 te = 4 i as a i » a - | e > oofn F + -* 
« £ - - - 4 F E 4 "_ — %*” = =_—_ SOT a 
— n Re i als + > —ew.,n rs 5 q HI% Ro - x, . __ . a "Re 
* _ by \ » cn TI : —_— 4 _ - b * : - want. Cn gy ws VF. =_—— - ur k __ y —_ _ - X - _ , 4 
: "— 4:5 pe p - gp © = b K r - cy b - 4 wt _ pa < * Ea) $4 ws - * % 
" We : . . > nd, + Bop , Pq. s ES + ———_— - no>= won On agOn bs ; 4 TD = qa SY _- 
_g <4; mA ea gr nerf. Wyo: 2 ws. AIG , _ Enos Th a ten vi I ROI TP US WACO 2 , wa . als "on : G _ ay *» o 
p wHAS > 20% 8-2 =. "I es. $6 I TJ L ” "a SE ws Ge. feet? . POS Ws n : 
= . Ty. fs LR. A q Sat < 4. + Soſ> £ . -— ow 
wn .# Enoch we 4 _ a» wo _ » yew 4 _— TR % a "P EF. 3: * a - ” 
a aos rt edi ; —_ ———_ : Aa IN ww _—_ th EE \ - p Vv = = Me 5 tt WR 7. a 1 —F - A %; m0 = - 
__ bor thi a. - + . - 464 ont 7 : . " ” n + 5 . rein 
X 3 . mo l R _ _—_— ——— - — 
/ me — as. wt -atin. 3; F 2 "aw __ -i_ - 
4 - ” 0 pu w_ X 


. ee i oat 


: Ker _ 
—y L_—_ $2 nan os Oe o_ 
= 4 wo jen ke KY, >. - ECP 
Xa e 
IN. pro \ 4 Pu we WS =y << 4 < 
—_— —_— = _ 
WOE —_ — _—_ —_— px 
- 4 > — 4 +; aan. 
ot = » PO ee eee ls nt 


—_—_ 


Meditations and 4 OWENS. - Cent. | 1 L: 


the Arke) is ſoruchamiſſe, that the goodintention cannot beare outthe unlawiull act: 
which — it may ſeeme ſome excuſe, why it ſhould notbe 011], yet 1s no warrant 
cojuſtifie it. To meane well and doe a goodaQtion, in an ill manner, (as the Phariſee 
madea good prayer,but arrogantly) is ſo offenſive, that the evill manner depraveth both 
the other, So athing may be evillupon one circumſtarice, it cannot be good but upon all. 
| In what everbuſineſſe I goe about, I will enquire, VVhat I doe for the ſubſtance, How 
forthemanner, Why ferthe intention : Forthe two firſt, 1] will conſult with God ; for 


thelaſt, with my owne heart. 


8 
I candoe nothing without a million of Witneſſes : The conſcience is as a thouſand 
witneſſes ; and God isasathouſand conſciences : 1will theretoreſo deale with men, as 
knowing that God ſees me ; and ſowith God, asif the world ſaw me ; ſowith my ſelfe, 
and both of them, as knowing that my conſcience ſceth me : andſo withthem all, as 
knowing Iam alwaics over-lookedby my + ants by my Judge. 


| z Ul ny 
Earthly inheritances ate divided oft-times with much inequality. The privilege of 
primogeniture ſtretcheth larger in many places now,thanitdid among theancient Tewes, 
The younger many times ſerves the elder . and while the eldeſt aboundeth ,allthe latter 
iſſue is pinched. Inheaven it is not ſo: all the ſonnes of God are heires, none underlings, 
and not heires under wardſhip, and hope, bur inheritors; and not inheritorsof any little 
pittance of land, but ofa kingdome; nor of an carthly kingdome, ſubje& to danger of 
loſſe, or alteration, but one glorious andeverlaſting. Itſha]lcontentmee here, that ba- 
ving right toall things, yetI have poſſeſſion of nothing but ſorrow. Since I ſhall have 
poſſeſſion above, of allthat, wheretol haye right below, I will ſerve willingly, that I 
nay reigne ; ſerve for a whule, that I may reigne for ever. 
6 
Even the beſt things ill uſed, become evills; andcontrarily,the worſt thingsuſedwell, 
prove good, A good tongue, uſed to deceit ; a good wit, nſed to defenderrour; a ſtrong 
|arme, t0 murther ; authority, to oppreſle ; a good profeſſion, to diſſemble, areall evill; 
yea Gods owne Wordis the ſword of the ſpirit , which ifit kill not our vices, kills our 
ſoules. Contrariwiſe (as poyſons are uſed to wholeſome medicine) affliftions and ſins, 
by a good uſe prove ſo gainfull, as nothing more, Words are as they are taken: and 
thingsareas they are uſed, There areeven curſed bleſſings: O Lord, rather give me no 
favours, than nor grace touſe them, If T want them,thou requireſt not what thoudoſt not 
give :butifl have them, and want their uſe, thy mercy proves my judgement, | 
$ . | 
Man is the beſt ofall theſe inferiour Rl zyethives inmore ſorrow and diſcontent- 
ment.thanthe worſt of them : whiles that Reaſon wherein he excels them,and by which 
he might makeadvantage of his life, heabuſes toaſuſpirious diſtruſt, How many haſt | 
| thou found of the fowles of the ayre, lying dead in the way for want of proviſion ? They 
eat,and reſt,and fing,& want nothing. Man, which hath farrebetter meanes tolivecom- 
fortably, toileth, and careth, andwanteth z whom yet his reaſon alone might teach, that 
{ he which careth for theſe lower creatures made only for man, willmuch more provide 
for man,to whoſe uſe they were made. There is an holy careleſneſle free from idleneſſe, 
free fromdiftruſt, In theſe earthly things, I will ſo depend on my Maker, that my truſt 
in him may not exclude all my labour, and yet ſo labour ( upon my confidence on him ) 
as my cndcvour may be yoidof perplexity. 
88 
The precepts, andpraCtice of thoſe with whom we live, availe much on either paſt. 
For amannottobe ill, where he hath no proyocationsto evill, is leſſe commendable; 
but for a man to live continently in Aſia ( as he ſaid) where he ſees nothing bur allure- 
ments touncleannefle ; for Zot to be a good man inthe middeft of Sodorz , tobe abſte- 
' miousin Germany, andin 7raly chaſte, this is truly praiſe-worthy. To ſequeſter our 
{elves from the company of the world, that we may depart from their vices, proceeds 
from a baſe anddiſtruſtingminde : as if we would ſoforce goodneſle upon our elves, 
that therefore only we would be good, becauſe weecannot be ill. But [0 a man ſo to 
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[A|be perſonally, and locally ig the throng, of the world : as to withdraw his affeRions from 

ir, ro uſeit, and yettocontemne it at once, tacompell ir tohis ſervice withourdto} Infe- 
ion, becomes well the nable courage of a Chriſtian. The world ſhallbe mine, Iyyill 
notbe his, and yet fo mine, that his evill ſhall be fill his owne, ft.>1 
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Hethat lives in God, cannotbe weary of his life; becauſe heeyer findesborh ſome. 
| what to doe, and ſomewhat to ſolace himſelfe with ; cannot be 0ver-lothropart within. | 
becauſe he ſhall cnter into a ncarer life and ſociety, with thar God in whom he delighr- 
|cth, Whereas he thar lives without him, lives many times uncomfortably here,beeauſe 
partly he knowes not any cauſe of joy in himſelfe ; and partly he findes 'nor any 
worthy emploiment to while himſelfe withallzdies miſerably becauſe he citherknowes 
10t whither he goes, or knowes he goes to tormeht...There js notrue life, but the life of 
faith. O Lord, ler melive our ofthe warld with thee (if thouwilt) burlermenoctive 
in the world without thee, ing T1230 Ip, Ee otic 1391 
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Sinne is both evill in it ſelfe, andrhe effec of a formerevill, and rhe cauſe of 'finne 
toilowing ; acauſe of puniihment, andlaſtly a puniſhment it ſelfe. It isadamnable ini. | 
quity 1niman, to multiply one ſinne uponanother ; but ro puniſh one finne by another, 
in God 13a judgementboth moſt juſt, and moſt fearefull; ſoas tithe ſtote-houſeof Gog 
ba:hnota greater vengeance : with other puniſhments the body ſmarter, the ſoule 
wirh this, Icare not how God offends me with puniſhments, ſo he punith me norwith 
offending him. : TE. BOO2LIES TO TOO 11 OD HOW: 
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| BJ Poet B38 4 X 49 Ef FSI TR 
[ have ſcene ſome affli their bodies with wilfull famine, and ſcourges of their owne 
making; Godſpares me thar labour , for he whips me daily withthe ſcourge of a weake 
| body; andſometimes with ill rongues;- He holds me ſhort many tirhes ofthe feeling of 
b15 comfortable preſence, whichis intruth ſo-much mare miſerableanhunger than that 
of the body, by how much the ſoule is more tender, and the food denied;'more'ex- 
cellenr, Hee is my Father; infinitely wiſe, toproportion out my cofte&ion accord- 
1g tomy eſtate ; and infinitely loving, in fitting me with a due:meaſure. He isapre- 
{ympruous child, that will make choice of his owge rod. Let me learhe ro maked righr 
uſc of his corre@tions, and I ſhall not needto correct myſelfe.: Antif itſhauld pleate | 


| God toremirhis handalittle; 1 will governe my body, 322 Maſter,notasa Tyrant,” 


If God had notfaid, Bleſſedare thoſd dar bunreelt know.not what could keepe weake 
Chriſtians from ſinking indeſpaire ; Many times all Lean doe, istofind andcomplaine 
D| thatT want him, & with torecover him: Now thisismy ſtay,that heinmiercy-eftevres | 
| | usnot onely by having, but by deſiting alſo; and; after a ſort accounts: us tohaverhar 
| | whichwewant, anddefireto have : and my foule :afſuinitg, tellsmeIoe nrifainedty 
wiſh him, andlong afterthat grace I mifle, Let medefire ftillmore;:and I.know I ſhall 
| | 2otdefire alwayes. There was never ſoule miſcatiet widhlongingafter grace, Objef. 
| |ſedhunger, thar ends alwayes in fulneſſe 1 I am ſory:cbat Ican'buciooger;,agd yer [ 
would notbe full ; for the bleſſing is promiſed ro chebungry : Gizememore, Lord, bur 
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{oas I may hupger more. Letme hungermore, and1ikpow I ſhall beſarjsfed, /. .''- | 


|  Thereis more inthe Ghriſtian than thou feed Forhe is both an encice bodyof him- 
{clfe,andbe:isalimme of anorher more excellent ; even that glorious myſticallbody of | 
\ his Saviour; towhom he is ſounited,: thatrhe a&ionsof, either are reciptocallyrrefers- 
ted ro eachother. For, on the one fide;the Chriſtianlivesin.Chritt,. diesin Chriſt,-in | 
Chrilt falfils the Law; poſlefſerh-heayent on the other; Chriſt is perſcared by Paslin| 
his members, agdis perfecuted:in Payl afterwards by;others: he ſuffers inus;helivesin'| 
} | us, he workes inand by us: fo. thou cart. nor doe: eithiet:good or harme-rn4 Cheiſkian, þ 
\ - but thou doeſt itt his, Redeemer, tqwhom he is nvifibily-united;! Thanſeeft him:as'f 
; |aman, and therefore worthy of favour for humagities/fake: Thou ſeefi:him' nat as: a 
| Chriſtian, worthy of honour for his ſecret and yet true union with our Saviour. I will | 
{love every;Chriſtian, forchet L ſee ; honouthion,, forchatl thallfee, |;10w ©» | + on {| 
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Meditations and Vowes. 
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he 


Hellit ſelfe is ſcarce a more obſcure dungeon, incompariſon of the carth, than earth 
| isinreſpe& of heaven, Here, the moſt ſee nothing, andthebeſt ſee little: Here, halfe 
our life is night ; andour very day is darkneſſe, inreſpe& of Gol. The rruelighr of the 
worldand the Father of lights dwelleth above: There is the light of knowledge to in- | 
formeus, and the lightof joy to comfortus , withoutall change of darkneſſe. There was 
neverany captive loved his dungeon, and complained when he muſt bee brought our. 
tolight andliberty : Whencethen 1 thisnarurall madnefle in us men, thatwee delight | 
| fomuch in this uncleane, noyſome, dark, andcomfortlefle priſonof earth 2 andthinke 
not of our teleaſe to that lightſome and glorious Paradiſe above us, withoungriefe and 
repining > We are ſure that we arenot perfeQly well here: if we couldbeas ſure that 
' weſhouldbe better above, we would not feare changing.” Certainly our ſenſe tells us 
| we have ſomepleaſurehere; andwehave not faith to aſſure us of more pleaſure above: 
and hence weſettle our ſelves tothe preſent, with negleQ of the future, though infintte-. | 
ly more excellent: The heart followes the eyes : and unknowne good.isuncared for, O 
ofd, doe thoubreake thorow this darkneſke of ignorance, and faithleſneſſe, where. | 
with am compaſſed, Letmebut ſee my heaven, andI knowTſhalldeftre it. 


9 
Tobecartied away with anaffeQation of ' is ſovaine, andabſurd, that I wonder | 

it canbe incident toany wiſe man. For whatamole-nill of eartl1 is ir, ro which his 
namecanextend, when it is furtheſt carried by the wings of report > And how ſhorta 
while doth itcontinue where it is once ſpred? Time (the devourer of his owne brood) 
| conſumes both us and our memories ; not brafſe, nor marblecan beareage, How ma-| | 
ny flattering Poets have promiſed immorrality of name to their Princes, who now | 
together are buried long fince in forgerfulneſſe! Thole names and aRions, that are |C 
once on the file of heaven, are paſt thedanger'of detacing. I will not care whether [ 
be knowne, or remembred, or forgotten amongſt men, if my name and good actions 
may live with God inthe records of eternity. *: 

FS EO ey hs i :96 | | 
L. There is noman,nor noplace free from ſpirits, although hey teſtifie their preſenceby 
viſible effesbrtin few. Every man is an Oaſt to entertaine Angels, though not in 
| viſible ſhapes, as Abrahamand Lor, The evill ones doe norhing bur provoke usto {inne, | | 

and plotmiſchieves againſt us, bycaſting intoour way dangerous objeRs, by ſuggetting 
finfull morions toour mindes, ſtirring up enemies againſt us amongſt men, by icrighting 
jus with terrors in ourſelves, by accuſing usto God. Onthe contrary, The good Angels 
are everremoving our hinderances from good, andour occaſions of evill, mitigating our 
tentations ; helping us againſt ourenemies , delivering us from dangers; comforting us 
in ſorrowes ; furthering our good purpoſes; and at laſk carryingup our ſoulesto Heaven, 
It would affright a weake Chriſtian that knowes the power and malice of wicked 
ſpirits, toconſ1der their preſence, andnumber, but when with the eyes of Eliſhaes ſer- 
| vant, he ſcesthoſe on his ſide as preſent, as diligent, more powerfull; he cannot butrake | 
heart againe : eſpecially ifhe conſider, that neither of them is without GadJimiting 
jthe one hebounk oftheir tentation z direingthe other inthe ſafeguard of his chil- 

dren, Whereupon it is cometo paſſe, that though there be many legions of Devils, and 
| cvcry one more ſtrong than many legions of men, & more malicious than ſtrong, yer the 
| little flocke of Gods Church liveth and profpereth, I have everwith me inviſible friends, 


| 


and encmics. The conſideration of mine enemies ſhall keepe me from ſecurity,and make 

me fearfull ofdoing oughttoadvyantage them, The conſideration of myſpitituall friends 
ſhall comforeme _ the terrour of the other, ſhall remedy my folitarineſſe; ſhall | 
make me wary of doing ought indecently, grieving me rather, that I have ever hereto- 
fore made them turne away theircyes, for ſhame of that whereof Thavenot becneaſha- 
ined;that I have no moreenjoyedtheir ſocictie ; that Thave beene no more affeed with | 
their preſence. What though I fee them not? Ibeleeve them. 1 were no Chriſtian, | | 
if my faith were not as ſure as my'ſenſe. ' TAY 3 Fary | 
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There isno word or aQion, but may be taken-with two hands ; either with 
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| |Cent. [th Meditations and Vowesr. 


handof charitable conſtruRion, orthe finifterinterpreratcon of malice, and ſuſpi | 
andallthings doe ſo ſucceed, as they are taken, I have nated cyill actions well taken; | 
paſſe currant for either indifferent or commendable ::Cantrarily agood, fpecch os || 


v 


action ill taken, ſaarce allowed for indifferent ;" an jndiffcrent ore, ornſured. for ei}, | 
an evillone fornotorious.: So. fayourmakes yertues of vices. ; and ſuſpicign makes ver. | 
rues faults z andfaultscrimes. Ofthe two, Thadrather my; night handdhauld offend | 
It is alwaies ſafer.offending onche better pazt.'cLoconſttue, an. evill a&-well, is, ue. g | 
pleaſing and profirable deceit of my ſelfe. : byezo miſcontttuc agoodthing,jisa treblg | 
wrong :-to my ſelfe, theaQion, the author: ; if nogoodſenſeranbematle df adecd gn | 
ſpece ,letthe blame light upon the author: Jha gaod interpretation may be Sivep, an | 
| I chuſea worſe, let mebe asmuch cenſared ofothers, asthat miſconeeitis puniſhment |! 
| to my ſelte. 1303, On COST Oe SRO EION CDI | 
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I know not how it comes to paſle, thatthe mind of mandoth naturaſly both over- |: 
;| prize his owne, 1n compariſon of others, and yet contemne andnegle& hisowne, in | 
;| compariſon of whathe wants. The remedy of thislater evill is, ro comparethe good | 
{| things we have, with theevils which we have not, and others groneunder. Thou art | 
{| inhealth and regardeſt it not , Looke onthe miſery of thoſe which on their bed of | 
{ fckneſle, through extremity of paine and anguiſh, intrear death toreleaſe them, Thou ! 
| haſt cleare eye-{ight, ſoundlimbs, uſe of reaſon ; and paſſeſt theſe over with ſleightre- | 
jipe&t : Think how many thereare which in their uncomfortable blindneſſ-, would 

| 2iveallthe world for butone glimpſe of light : how many that deformedly crawle on | 
{| all foure, after the manner of themoſt loathſome creatures : how many that in mad 
| phrenſiesare worſe than brutiſh, worſethan dead : thus thou mighteſtbe, andart nor, 

| lf Ibe not happy forthe good that I have, Iam yet happy for the evils thar I might | 
| have had, and have eſcaped, I have deſerved the greateR evillzevery evillthar I mille, 

| iSa new mercy, 
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Earth, which is the baſeſt element, lisbath oþr mother that brought us forth, our 

| ſtage thar beares usalive, andour grave wherein atlaſt weare entombed; giving tous 

-| bothour originall,our harbour,our Sepulcher : She hath yeelded her back tobeare thou- 

| fandsof generations, andat laſt opened her mouth to receive them, ſoſwallowing them 
;| Up, that ſhe ſtill both beareth more, and lookes for more; not bewraying any changein | 
| herſelfe, while ſheſooft hath changed herbrood, and herburden. Ir is awonder we 
| canbe proudof our parentage, or of our ſelves, while we ſce both the baſeneſſe and ſta- ' 
| bility of the earth, whence we came. What difference is there?Living earth treadsupon | 
| the deadearth, which afterwards deſcends into the grave, as ſenſelefle and dead, as the : 
'| earth that receives it, Not many are proud of their ſoules ; andnone bur fooles can be - 
proudof their bodies, While we walke and lookeupon theearth,we cannot butacknow- 1 
ledge ſenfible admonitions of humility, and while we remember them, we cannot for- | 
gct our ſelves, It is a mother-like favour of the earth, that ſhe bearesand nouriſhes me, | 
andatthe lat entertaines my deadcarkaſe : butit is a greater pleaſure, that ſhe teach- 
| eth me my vileneſſe by her owne, and ſends me to heaven, for what ſhe wants. 
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1 The wicked mancarrieth every day abrand co his hell, till his heapbe come to the 
; height: then he ceaſeth ſinning and begins his torment ; whereas therepentant in every | 
| fitof holy ſorrow, carries away a whole fagot from the flame, and quencheththe coales: 
that remaine, with his teares. There is no torment for the penitent ; noredemption for | 
| theobſtinate.:Safety conſiſterh not in not finning, but inrepenting; neirher is it finthat 
condemnes, bur impenitence.Q@ Lord, I cannot be righteous, let mebe repentant, 
| | 100 
Theeſtate of heavenly and earthly things is plainly repreſented to us, by the two 
| lights of Heaven, which are appointed torule the night and the day. Earthly things are 
Frightly reſembledby the Moone, which being neereſt torhe region of mortality, is cver; 
| nchanges, and neverlookes uponus twice with rhe ſame face z and when it is at the 
full, is blemiſhed wich ſome darke blots, not capable of any illumination. Hewen) | 
cnmg! 
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Meditations and Yowes. Cent, I van 


chungsare figured by the Sunne, whoſe great andglorious light is both naturall to it. F} 

ſelfe, andeverconſtant. Tharother fickleand dimme ſtarre is fitenoughtfor the night 
of miſery, wherein we live here below. Andthis firmeand beautifull light is bur 2006 
enough for that Day ofglory, whichthe Saints live in. Ifit be good living here where 
 ourſorrowes are changed withjoyes ; what is it toliveabove, where our joyes chance 
' not> Icannor looke upon the body of the Sunne : and yet I cannot (eear all withour the 
light of it. I cannot ehold the glory of thy Saints, O Lord , yetwithour the know. 
ledge of it, Iamblinde. Ifthycreature beſo glorious tous herebelow ; how glorious 
ſhall thy ſelfe be to us when wearc above this Sunne ? This Sunne ſhall not ſhine up- 

ward, where thy glory ſhineth: the greater light extinguiſherh the leſſer, O | 

thou Sunne of righteouſneſſe ( which ſhalt onely ſhine to me when 
I amglorified)doe thou heat, enlighten,comfort me with 
the beames of thy PO, till I be glorified. 
men, 
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TO IHE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE, HENRY 
| Earle of Huntingdon, Lord Haftings, Hungerford, 

 Botreaux, Molines and Moles, by Majeflies © 

| Licutcnaut inthe Countics of Leiceſter and 
Ruthgnd, my ſingular good Lord : 


AP vacreofſe of irve Homony , 88d Heaven begva 
pos Earth. 
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i bimſelfe' : The children of the 
| bondnzan are the goods of the parents «Ml aſter. I bambly betake| 
[e118 co your Honours protefiion, and your Honour to the proteffion 
9 the Higheſt. 7 Dn OT OE 
* Your Honours moſt humbly devoted in 
i |  allduryandſervice, 
Jos. Har x. 
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Sacr. I, SY | 
Fro 5+ Henlhad ſtudiouſly readover the morallwritingsof ſome 
. 4 wiſe heathen, eſpecially thoſe of the Stoicallprofeſſion, I 
muſtconfefſe, Ifoundalictleenvieandpirie ſtriving roge- 
ther within me. Ienviednaturein them,toſee herſowicty | 
| indeviſing fach plauſible refages for doubting and trou- 
bled minds: Ipiriedthem, to fee thartheir carefulldiſqui- 
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fition of truereſt, leUthem in the endbut co meere unqui- | 
kj <nefſe.Wherein mechoughr,they wereas Hounds fwiftof | 
22) foot, but not exquiſite iriſent, which inanhafty purſuir |þ 

a WTO ſpending their mouthes;and courſes in vaine.Theirpraiſeof gheſ- | 
ſing wirrily they 


allnotleeſe, their hopes both they loſt; ar Caen ollivvewce 
them, If Seaece could havehad grace ie they loft; and whoſoever followes 


swit,what wonders would he have done in | 
this kinde?what Divine mightnot haveye toe - hat wonders would hel aVE CONE 1 


: en elded him.che chaireforpreceprsof Tran- 
T ty without any dif aragement ? Ashe was,this he hath gained:Never any Hea- | 
enwrote more d1vinely:neverany Philoſopher more probably;Neither would e- | 
verdefire better Maſter,iftothis purpoſe I needed nodther Miſtris than Nature.Bur | 
thisin truth isa taske, which Nature hath never withour preſumprionundertaken, | 
| | andnever performed Wwithour much imperfe&ion. Like to thoſe yatne and wandring 
| | Empirickes, which in.tables and pictures make great oſtentation of Cures, never 
1 | approving their sKilt to their credulousPatients, And ifſhecould have truly efeted 
It alone, I know not what employment in this life ſhe ſhould have lefe for grace to 
| buſie her ſelfe abour, nor whar privilege it ſhould haye been here helow to hea Chri- 
ſtian,fince this that we ſeek is the nobleſt worke of the ſoule,and in whichalpne con- | 
fiſts theonly heaven of this warld; this isthe ſam of all humane deſires : whichwhen | 
we have attained, then. gnly we begin to live, and are ſure we cannor thence-forth | 
| ve miſerably. Nomarvellthen if all the Heathen haye diligently ſought aftexir,| 
many wrote ofir, none attainedit, Not Athearmuſt reach this leflon, but Tersſalem. 
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Ec ſomethiag grace ſcornerh not to learne of Nature, as Moſes niay take good | Whar Tran | 
counſell of a MidJeaitg, Nature hath ever had more Kill in the end, than in | nent þ 
: the way toit ; and whether ſhe hayediſcourſed of the good eſtate of che liſts 56h 
painde, which we call Trasquillizy, or the beſt, which is happineſſe, hathrhore happily 
| ee a oe 2 | SL 7--- _— 
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Heaven upon Earth. ; bs 


 gheſſedat the generall definition of them, than of the meanes to compaſſe them. She 
ceacheth us therefore without controlement,that the Tranqxil/zty ofthe mind is, asof 
| the Sea and weather, whenno wind ſtirreth, when the waves doe not tumultuouſly 
riſe and fallupon eachother, but when the face bothofthe Heayen and waters is ſtil!, 


e 


faire; and equable. That itis ſuchaneven diſpoſition oftheheart,wherein the ſcoales 
ofthe mind neither riſe up towards the beame, through their owne ltghtneſſe, or the | 
over-weening opinion of proſperity, norare too much depreſſed withany lgadof* 
liforrow but hatiging equall and unmoved berwixt both, give a man liberty inalſe- 
currencesto enjoy himſelfe. Not thatthe moſt temperate murid can be ſothe maſter 
ofhis paſſions, as not-lometimesfo ® gp hisgricte, or over-grievehtsJoy, accor- 
ding to the contrary occaſions of bor: for not&he eveneſt wejghrs, but at their firſt | 
putting ffito-the ballanc#, ſomewhat ſway borhpakss thcrcot,not without ſole ſhew 
of inequality, which yet after ſome little motion, ſettle themſelves in a meet poiſe. 
It is enough that after ſome ſudden-agitation, it can returne tot ſelfe,and reſt it ſelte 
at laſt inareſolved peace. Andthis dngcompaſedneſſe of mind we require unto our 
'Tranquillity, not for ſ@me{hart fits ofgood'moog, whictiſoone after endin diſcon- 
'tentment, but with the condition ofperpetuity.For there isno heart makes ſorough 
weather, as not ſometimes to admit of a calme, and whether for that he knoweth no 
| preſent cauſe of his trouble, or for that he knoweth,, that canſe of trouble is counter- 
| vailed with as greatan occaſion of private joy, or for that the multitude of evils hath 
{bred carelelielſ the man that 1s moſt diſordered, finds ſome reſpits of quietneſſe, 
| The ballances that are moſt ill matched in their unſteddy motions, come to an 
_ -| equality; barſtay not at it. The franticke man cannot avoid the upararign of mad- 
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nefſe;'though he be ſober-for many Moones, if he rage in one. Sethen thecglme 


mind muſt be ſerled in awhabitnallreſt;inot then firme when there. is nothing to 
ſhake it;butrhen leaſt ſhaken whenit ismbſtaMiled; on 
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Infuffciencie | Wi Hence cafly-appeares how vainly it hath beene fought eicher in ſich a 

 ofhumane | "ff conftanreftare of outward things, as fond give no diſtaſte to-the 
dM -: FW: thinde whites {all earthly-things vary with the weather, and havens 
| tay butirTumcerrainti6;/orinthenaturalltemper of the forts; ſoordered by humane 

wildom&asthat it ſhonld norbe affeted with any caſtnall eventst5 eicher part; fnce 
thatcannotever bynaturall power be held like toit fe; bur one while is cheere- 
| full, ſtirringandready-coundertake;another while drowſic, dull,comfortleſſe, prone 
roreſt, weary fic ſelf, loathing his ownepurpoſes, hisownerefolntions. Tn both 

which ſince the wiſeſtPhiloſophers have grounded alt the rules of their Tranguil- 
| lry, icisplamethat'they awit afatreoff; as they did heaven it ſelfe witha delite and 
q admiration, bur knew#torthe way toit : where - parton; how ffghtand impotent 

| In _ arethe rerfiedies they preferibe for unquietneffe! For what is it that for theinconſtan- 
abridged, &y and lazineſſe of the mind ſtill diſpleaſing it ſelfe in what itdoth, and for thar dif. | 
| te bv ra iriſh from the fearful, unthriving, and reſtlefſe deſires of it, | 
 we'ſhouldeyerbe imployingour yes in ſome publike affaires, chuſingour buſi: 
.nefſe according toourinelmation,andProfecuting what we have choſem?wherexy ith | 
being atlaſtcloyed; we ſhotild retire ourſelyes,and weare the reſt of our time in pri- | 
\vateftudies;that weſhouſd make due comparative rrialls ofour owne abilirie; ED | 


of our buſineſſes; diſpoſition'ofour thoſen friends? that inreſpett of Patrimony we | 
ſhould be bur carelefſely afeted, fo drawing it in as ir may belcaſt for ſhew. moſt 
for uſe; removing all POmPe, br idling ourhopes 3 cutting of ſuperfluities . Gamal — 
ſes, toconfiderthatcuſtome willabatg apd mitigate them, that the beſt things are but 
chaines 2nd burdens to thoſe thar have them, to thoſe that nyſe them, that the worlt | 
| things have ome mixture of comfort'to thoſe thar grone under them.: Or lecgyins | 
. | theſe lower rudimentstharate given to weake and ſimplenovices, to examin« thoſs 
- | golden rulesof Morality,whichare corriended tothe moſt wiſe and able pratiti- 
oners, whatit is'to accoutithiraſelte asa Tenant atwill? Tofore-imagine the worſt 
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Al inallcaſaall matters ? To avoid all idle and imperrinent buineffes, allpragmaricall 
medling with affaires of (tate ? not ro fix our felyes upon any one eltate, as to be1m- 
patient ofa change, to callbacke the mind from outward things, anddrvy it home 
into it ſelfe 2 ro laugh at and eſteeme lightly of others miſ-demeanours ? Notto 
depend upon orhers opinions, but to ſtandon our-owne bottomes 2 to carry our 
ſelves in an honeſt and ſimple truth, free from a curious hypocriſte,: and affe&tation | 
of ſeemingotherthan weare, and yetas free froma bale kindof careleſnefle * to jn- 
termeddle retiredneſſe with ſocietie, ſo as one may give {weetneſſe tothe other, and 
both tous? Softackning the mind that we may notlooſen it, and ſobending as we 
may notbreake it? to make moſt of ourſelves, chearing up our ſpirits with yarietie 
of recreations, with ſacietie of meales, andall other bodily mdulgence, faving that | 
drunkenneſſe (me thinks ) can neither beſeeme a wiſe Philoſophertopreſcribanor 
4 vertuous man topratiſe? All rhefe in their kinds pleaſe well, profit much, andate 
as ſoveraigne for both theſe, as they areunable to effect rhat for which they arepro- | A_ a7 
pounded. Nature teacheth thee all thefe ſhould be done, ſhe cannor teach thee to | lat chapter of 
doe them zand yet doe all theſe and no more, let me never have reſt, if thou haye it, | Trafiquillitie, 
Forneitherare here the greateſt enemies of our peace ſo muchas deferied afarre of, | 7ciged <7-4g 
nor thoſe thatare noted are hereby fo prevented,thatupon moſt diligent pradtice we | ſufficient, 
can promiſe our felves any ſecurity : wherewith who 6 inſtructed, dare confidenely 
give challengetoall ſiniſter events, is like toſome skiltull Fencer who ſtands upon 
his uſuall wards, andplajes well ; but if there comea ſtrapge ferchofan unwonted 
blow, is putbeſides the rules of his Arr, and with much ſhame over-taken. And for 
thoſe that are knowne, beleeve me, the mind of man is too weake to þeare out- ir 
ſelfe hereby againſt all onſets. There are light crofles that will take an cafte repulſe; 
|C| others yet ſtronger, that ſhake the houſe fide, bur breake not in upon.us;others vehe- 
{ ment, which by force make way to the heart,” where they find none, breakingopen 
the doore of the ſoule that denies entrance. Others violent, that lift the mind of 
| the hinges; orrend the barres of itin peeces : others furivus, that teare up the very 
| foundations from the bottome, leaving no monument behinde them, but ruine. The [|  _ _. : 
[viſeſtand moſt reſolute Moraliſt that ever was; lookt pale when hee ſhould taſte | ni Play 
of his hemlock ;and by his timorouſheſſe made ſpore to thoſe that envied his ſpecu- { 
Jations. Thebeft ofthe Heathen Emperoursthat was honoured withthe ritle ofpie- i 
ey). juſtly magnified that courage of Chriſtians which made chem infulr over their | antpiflers | 
tormentors,and by their feareleſneſſe of earth-quakes, -and deaths, argued the truth | *<Afians con 
of their Religion. It muſt be,itcan benone bura divinepower, thatcan- uphold the | perfected 
mind agamft the rage of main affliions; and yerthe greateſt croſſes are not the | Chriſtians. 
greateſt enemies to inward peace. Let ustherefore lookeup above our felyes, and 
from the rules of an higher Arc, ſupply the defets of naturall wiſdome; giving fixch 
infallible dire&ions for tranquillitie, that whoſoever ſhall follow; cannot butlive 
| Fyeetly and with continuall delight, applaudirig himſclfe at home; when all the 
| world beſides him ſhall be miſerable. To which purpoſe irthall be requiſite, firſttore- _ 
| moveall caufes ofunquietneſſe, & then toſerdowne the grounds of our:happicreft. | Diſpolnion of 
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wFindon the hand twouniverſall enemiesof Tranquillidiez Conſcience of evill | £,c1ica rin. 
- | done; Senſe or feare of evill ſuffred. The: formerinone word, wee: cal{.ſins, the | wardpeace di- | 
latter, crofſes: The firſt of theſe muſt be quite taken'away,. therfecond duly tem- _ _ 
perederetheheartcan be art reſt. For firſt, how can tharinan bear peace, that is at by 
variance with God and himſelfe 2 How ſhould peace be Gads:gift, if it could'be | 
without him; if it could be againſt him? Itis the profeſſion of fitine; although faire | 
{poken at the firſt cloſing, to bea perpetuallmake-bate betwixt God and man, be- 
ewixta manand himſelfe. And this enmitie, though it doe not continually ſhe it þ 
ſelfe, (as the marralleſt enemies are not- alwayes in pitched fteldsone againſt the 
other) for that the conſcience is not ever clamorous, but ſome-while is'fHent,ocher- i 
| | whiles with till marmurings bewrayes his miſlikes, yet:doth evermore' work ſecrer | Theronmer 


unquietneſſe | ſence. 
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Heaven upon Earth. 

[anovietnefſe to the heart. The guiltie man may havea ſeeming truce,a truepeace he 
pres have. Looke upon the "0 ofthe guiltic heart, and thouſhbalt ſee it pale and 
ghaſtly; the ſmiles and laughters faintand heartleſſe, the ſpeeches doubttull,and full 
ofabrupr ſtopsand unſeaſonable turnings 3 the purpoſes and motions unſteady,and 
favouring of much diſtraction, arguing plainly that fin 1s not {o ſmooth ather firſt 
niotions, as turbulent afterwards : hence are thoſe vaine wearyings of- places and 
companies together with our ſelyes ; that the galled ſoule doth after the wont of 
ficke Patients ſeeke refreſhing in variertie z and after many toſſed aud eurned lides, 
complaines of remedileſle and unabated torment. Nero after ſo much innocent 
bloud; may change his bed-chamber,bur his Fiends ever attend him,ever are within 
him; and are aspartsof himfelfe. Alas, what availes 1t to feeke outward releefes, 
when thou haſt thine executioner within thee? If thou couldeſt ſhift from thy ſelfe, 
{ thou mighteſt have ſome hope of eaſe 5 now thou ſhakr never want furiesſolong as 
thou haſt thy ſelfe. Yea, what if thou wouldeſtrun from thy ſelfe-2 Thy foule may 
flyefrom thy body, thy conſcience will not flye from thy ſoule, nor thy ſinne from 
thy conſGence. Some men indeedin the bitterneſfe of theſe pangsof finne, like unto. 
thoſe fondly impatient fiſhes, that leap out of the pan into the flame, have leaprout 
of this private hell that is in themſelves, into the common pir, chuſing toadyenture | 
upon the future paines that they have feared, rather than toendure the preſent hor- 
rors they have felt 2 wherein what have they gained, butto that hell which was 
within them, a ſecond hell without ? The conſcience leayes not where the Fiends 
begin, but both joyne ropether intorture. But there are ſome firme andobdurate 
| fore-heads, whoſe reſolution can laugh their finnes out of countenance. Thereare 
 folarge and able gorges, asthat they can ſwallow and digeſt bloudy murders, with- 
out complaint, who, withthe fame hands which they have ſince their laft meale 
| imbrued in bloud, can freely carye to themſelyes large morſelsat thenexr ſitting. 
-j aa | Belecveſt thou thar ſuch a mans hearr laughes with his face ? will not hee dare tobee 


[> _—_ - [an Hypocrite, thatdurſtbe a villaine ? Theſe glow-wormes, whena night of for- 
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7 burbiſ- | row compaſſes them, make a lightſome and fiery ſhewof joy, when if thoupreſſe 
chem, thou findeſt nothing but a cold and crude moyſture. Knoweſt-thou not that 
there are thoſe which count it no ſhameto ſinne, yer countit a ſhameto be checked 
with remorſe, efpecally ſo as others eyes may deſcry ? Towhom repentance ſeemes 
 baſe-mindednefle, unworthy of him that profefſes wiſdome and valour. Such 2 
man can grieve when none ſees it,buthimſelfecan laugh when othersſee it, himſelfe 
fecles not. Affire thy ſelfe that mans heart bleedeth, when his face counterfets a 
ſinile ; he weares out many waking honres, when thouthinkeſt hee refteth : yea, as | | 
his thoughts afford him not ſleepe, ſohis very (leepe affordshim not reſt, but while |D} 
his ſenſesare tyedup,his fin1s1ooſe; repreſenting ir ſelfe to him in the uglieſt ſhape, | 
and frighting himwith horrible and helliſh dreames. Andif perhaps cuſtome hath | | 
bred a careleſnefſe in him, (aswe ſee that uſuall whipping makes the childe not care | | 
for the rod) yet anunwonted extremity of the blow ſhall ferch bloud of the ſoule.F | 
and make the backe that is moſt hardned,ſenſible of ſmart : and the further the blow | 
isfercht through intermiſſion of remorſe, the harder it muſt needs alight: Therefore | 
I may confidently tell che carelefſe ſinner, asthar bold Tragedian ſaid to his great | | 
| P - The time ſhallcome whereinthou ſhalt fetch deepe ſighes, and therefore 
| ſhalt ſorrow deſperately, becauſe thou ſorrowedſt not ſooner. The fire of the conſei- 
ence may lie for atime {imoothered witha pyle of green wood, that it cannot be dif- 
cerned, whoſe moiſture when once it hath maſtered, ir ſends up ſo much greater 
| lame, by how much it had greater reliſtance. Hope not thento ſtop the mouth 
of thy conſcience from exclaiming, whiles thy finne continues;thar endeyour isboth 
{ vaine and hurtful ; So Thaye ſeene them that have ſtopr the noſthrill for bleeding, 


{ inhope to ſtay the iflue, when the blond hindred in his-former courſe, hath bro- 


| ken out of the mourh, or found way downe into the ſtomacke. The conſcience 


is not pacificable, while ſinne is within to yex it : no more than angry felling can 

ceaſe throbbing andaching, whiles the thorne or rhe corrupred matter lies rorting| | | 

| underneath. Time, that remedies all other evills of the minde, increaſeth this, | | 
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Heaven upon Earth. 


which like to bodily diſeaſes proves worſe with continuance, and growes upon uus 
with our age. 
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Herecan be therefore no peace without reconciliation, thou canſt nothae\ <<... 
[ friends with thy ſelfe, till with God : for thy conſcience Cwhich is thy beſt | omg, 


| of an unquier : 
| friend whvle thou finneſtnot) like an honeſt ſervant takes his Maſters ' Conſcience. 
againſt thee when thou haſt firined ; arid will not looke ri alters part 


OE 7 or | ght upon thee, till rhou | 
upon God; not daring to bee ſo kind to thee,as tobe unfairhfull rohis Maker: There ; 


can be noreconcihiation without remiſfion. God can neither forget the injury of ſin, ; 
nor difſemble hatred. Iris formen andthoſe ofhollow hearts,comakeprerencescon: | 
trarytotheir affections: ſoothings, and (miles, and embracements, where v6 meane: 
not loye,are from weaknefſe : Either fortharwefeare onr inſt; fficiency of pteſen TRY 
venge, or hope fora fitter opportunity afterwards, or for that wedeſire to make our 
further advantage of him ro whom wee meane evill. Theſe.conrſes are not incident | 
intoan Almighty power;who having the command of all vengeance,can {mire where : 
he liſt without all doubrtings ordelayes. There can be no remiffion without farisfati- | 
onz neither dealeth God with ns as we men with ſome deſperate debrers,whom after 
long dilations of payments, and many daies broken, we alrogether let o0e for diſabi- 
lity,or at leaſt diſmiſſe them upon an eaſte compoſition. All fins are debts : atl Gods | 
debrs muſt bediſcharged. Itis a bold word;bur a true: God ſhould hot bejuſt, ifany of | 
his debrs ſhould paſſe unſatisfied. The coticeir of the profane vulgar, makes him a | 
God of a!l mercies ; and thereupon hopes for pardonwithour payment, Fond and ig- | 
norant preſumption, to disjoyne mercy and juſtice in him ro whom they are both 

efſentiall ; romake mercy exceed juſtice m him, in whom both are infinit-. Dareſt 
thou hope Godcan be ſo kind tothee,as tobeunjuſt to himſelfe?God will bejuſt:goe 
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thou on topreſume and periſh. There can be no ſatisfation by any recompence of | | 
ours : an infinite jaſtice is offended, an infinite puniſhment is deſeryedby-eyery fin, | 


7B 


and every rhans ſinnes are asneer to itifinice, as number carimiake them. ” Onr beſt | 
endevour is worſe than finite, imperfe@, and faulty. Ifir catild be perfe&, weowe it |: 
all in preſent ; whatwe are bound rodoe in prefent, .cannor make atnends for whar |} 
we have not done in time paſt : which while we offer toGod as good payment; we 
doe with the profane traveller thinke to pleaſe him with emprtic Dare-thellsin lieu of | 
preſervation. Where ſhall we then find a payment of infinice valtte,buic in firm which | 
15only and all infinite ? The dipnitie of whoſe perſon being infinite,gave ſuch worth 
to his ſarisfation, thatwhat he ſuffered in ſhort tinie; was proportionable to wha 
we ſhould have ſitffered beyond all times. Hee did all, ſuffered all, payed all, he did 
it for us, we in him. Where ſhall I begin to wonder at thee, O thou divine and e- 


£5 
- 


rernall Peace-maker, the Saviour of men, the Anointed of God, Mediator berween 
God and man, in whom there is nothing which doth nor exceed not only the con- | 
ceit, bur the very wonder of Angels, who ſaw thee 1n thy humiliation wich ſilence, 
and adore thee in thy glory with perperuall praiſes and rejoycings > Thou'waſt for 
ever of thy ſelfe as God, of the Father, as the Sonne ; the eterndll Sontie of an eter-| 
nall Father ; not later in being, not leff> n dignity, not other In lubſtance, Begotten] | 
| without diminution of him that begot thee, while hee communicated thar wholly | 
to thee, which hererained wholly in himſelfe, becauſe both were infinite without 
inequality of nature, withour diviſion of effence ; when being in.this eſtate, thine 
infinite love and mercy to deſperate mankind, cauſed thee, O Saviour, to empty 


| thy ſelfe of thy glory, that thou mighteſt put on our ſhame and miſery. Wherefore | 
| not ceaſing to be God as thotiwert, thou beganſt to be what thou wert.nor, Man ; | 
to the end that thou mighteſt be aperfe&t Mediator betwixt God and man, which | 
wert both in one perſon ; God, that rhou mightſt ſarisfie ; man, that chou mightſt | 
ſuffer : that ſince man had ſinned, and God was offended, thou which were God and 
Man, migheſt ſatisfie God for man. None bur thy ſelfe, which art the eternal Word, | 
:an expreſſe the depth of this myſtery ,that God ſhould be clothed wirh fleſh, come 
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{ The receir of 
our peace offes [ 
red by Faith. | 


' Acorelary of 


the benefit of 
this receir. 


© {downeto men, and become man, that man might bee exalted into the higheſt hea- 


\ 


T purchaſe therefore of our peace was paid at once, yer muſt he G venilly | 


jare interefſed in all rhar either God hath promiſed,or Chriſt hath performed. Hence | 
{have we fram Cod bath forgiveneſfſe and love, the ground of alleitherpeace or glo- | 
jry- Hence of enemies weebecome more than friends, ſonnes : and as ſonnes, may 
| both cxpeR andchallenge notonly carefull proviſion and fafe protettion on carth, 
{ but an cverlaſting patrimony above. This fieldis ſpacious, that it were eaſie for a. 


 [rance ſealedtothee fromheavenuponthy true faith, ſtraitway thon ſhalr ſee the ere 
Jandreriblelooke of thy confciencechangedinto friendly frniles, rb abr gad 
| violenthand that was ready to drag thee to priſon, ſhall now loyin gly embrace chee, 


of our Saviour, is faith, which in ſhort is no other than an atfiance in the Mediacor: 


| Dove may finde an Olive of peace. The apprehending of this all-ſafficiene farisfa- | 


| with our ſelves, and God with us, which who-eyer wants, ſhall finde a ſad Remem- 
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Heaven upon Earth. L 
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meat GEDIS = 
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; reckonedto every ſoulewhorhit ſhallbenefit, If we have notan hand cotake | | 
what Chriſts hand doth either hold, or offer, whar is ſufficienr in him, can- | 
not be cffeuall tous. The ſpirituall hand, whereby we apprehend the fivect offers | 


receive peace and be happy, beleeve and thou haſt received. From hence itis thaewe ] 


man toloſe himſelte in it; andif I ſhould ſpend all my pilgrimage in this walke. my | 
tmewould ne pau than my Fed ; wheren Iwould =. Neg more ag | 
were it not that our {cope 13not ſo much to magnifie the benefit of our peace. as ro | 
ſceke how toobtaine It. ns, : Ah bs * | 
Behold now, after wee have ſought heaven and earth, where on ely the wearied : 


ftion, makes it ours: upon our fatisfaftion we have remiffion 5 upon remiſſion, fol- | 


. 
'” 


lowes reconclliation; upon our reconciliation, peace. When therefore thy conſtjence | 
like a ſterne Sergeant ſhall catch thee by the chroar, and arreſt heeupon Gods ire | 
ler thy onely plea be that thou haſt already paid ir : Bring forch tharbloudy acqui 


and fight for thee againſt all the wrongfull arremprs of any ſpirimall "iy 
heavenly Peace, and more than Peace, Friend(hip » Wh Se beers ratey lh 


| brancer im the nudlit ofhisdiſſembledjollitic, andafter all vaine frifes, (hall all into | 
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EO Heaven «upon Eartb. 


Only Chriſtianity-hath chis power which with our ſecond birth givesusa new na- 
ture : ſothar now; ifexceſſe of paſſions bee naturallro us as men, the orderofthemjs | | 
naturall to us as Chriſtians, Reaſan bids the angry man ſay over his Alphabetere hee | 
'give hisanſiver ; hoping by this intermiſſion of time, ro gaine the mitigation of his | 
rageHe was never throughly angry, that can endure the recitall of lo many idle let 
ters.Chriſtianity gives not rules, but power toavoid this ſhort madneſie. It was a wiſe 
ſpeech thar isreported of our beſt and laſt Cardinall (Thope) that this'Tand either 
ha or ſhall ſee; who whena skilfull Aſtrolſoger, upon the calculation of his nativity, 
had foretold himſome ſpecialries,”concerninghis future eſtate, anſwered; Such pex-. 
| haps I wasborne; bur ſince that time, I haye beene borne agane, and my fecond na- | 
evity hath croſſed my firſt. The power of natures a good plea for thoſe thar ac- 
knowledge nothing aboye nature.Bur fora Chriſtian to excuſe his intemperateneſſe, 
by hisnaturallinclination, andtofay, Iam borne cholericke, ſullen, amorous, is an 
Apologie worſe than the faule. Wherefore feryes Religion, but to ſubdue orgoyerne 
nature ? We are ſo much Chriſtians, as wee can rule ourſelves, the reſt is but forme 
and ſpeculation. Yea, the very thoughtof our profeſſion 1510 powerfull, that (Bike | 
unto that precious ſtone)being caſtinto this Sea, it aſſwageth thoſe inward tempeſts| 
that were raiſed: _— affections. The unregenerate-mind is not capable of this 
power; andtherefore through the conrinuall mutinies of his paſſions, cannor but be 
ſubje& ro perperuall unquietnefſe. There is ieither remedy nor hope'in this ſtare; 
Bat the Chriſtian ſoule, that hath inured irſeFe-tothe aweof God, and theexerciſcs 
| of trac mortification, by the only looking upat his holy profeſſion, cureth'the burn- 
ing venome of theſe fiery ſerpentsthar lhurke within him.-Haſt thou nothing but na-| | 
ture ? Reſolve to looke forno peace. Cgd is nqt-prodigall to caſt away his beſt bleſ- | | 
ſingson ſounworthy _— Artthoua Chriſtian? Doe but remember thouart FM 
and then if thou darft, i thou canſt, yecld tothe exceſſe of paſſions, 
SET 13GHIDON TO 3 hi VOPR CSHTOROTO S053 4790 8 - FHUEFBT SI TCR TE CN þ 4 c 


| Theſccond | Witherto themoſtinwardand dehyobi enemy of our peace :which ifwee 
maine enemy | | Bawnnil haye onice maſtered, the other field ſha]be fonghr and won with lefſe bloud. 
ro Peace, Y | $ c Re NS a Ts we OE POTION 
Croſles, A Crofles difquiet us either in their preſent feeling, or their expeRtation: both 
ofthem, when'they meer with weake minds, ſo extremely diſtemperingthem, that 
thepatient for the timeis not himſelfe, How many have we knowne, which through 
a lingring diſeaſe; weary of their paine, weary of their tives, have made their owne| 
hands their exccutioners-? How many meeting with a head-ſtrong griefe, which|_ 
they could not manage, haveby the violence of it beene'carried quite from their 
' wits? How many myllions, What for incurable maladies, what for loſſes, what for defa- 
mations,what for ſad accidents to their chiſdren,rub out their lives in perpetualldif- 
contentment, therefore living, becauſe they cannot yet die, not for thatthey like to 
hye? If thereconldbee any hnmanerecei 2t preſcribed to avoydevils, it would bce 
purchaſed at anhighrate © but both itjsimpoſlible that earth ſhould redreſſe' that 
{which is ſent from Heaver';/and if it could bee done, 'even the want of miſeries' 
{ would prove miſerable: forthemindcloyed with contijinall felicity, woyld grow 
burrdento it ſelfe, loathing that at laſt, whithintermiffion would have made pleaſant. 
| Grye a free horfe the full reynes, arid heewill bone tire; Summer is the iveereſt [6% 
on by all conſents, whereintheearth SopraatFrich i, 
geous fot ornatiient'; yer ifir weterior reeghy ith its 
| piercing wihds; who could live?'Summtet world beerip'$ 
| both lead it iy,and followit':we may riot the 
| coſts; ome Fic: wharehi 
cigate hi cioes ejtverſally Ir hisBe 
[bear thereft;Freerenall,'* 1 V1 
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| Heaven upon Earth. 


E: 
SecT, IX; _ | | 
Pprehenſion gives life tocroſſes : and if fome be fimply, moſt are as they are | of aoges tt 
A 6, 1g I haveſeene many, whichwhen God hath Ke. them no hurt ro wiſe wo *y 
| framed themſelyes croſſes out of imagination, ahd have found that inſup- nee? 
portable for weight,which in truth neyer was, neither had eyer any buta fancied be- 
ing. Others againe laughing out heavy afflitions., for which they were bemoaned of 
| che beholders. One receives a deadly wound, and lookes not ſo muchas pale at the 
ſmart ; anotherheares of many loſſes, andlike Zero, after newes of his ſhipwracke, 
( asaltogether paſlion-leſſe ) goesto his reſt, nor breaking an houresſleepe for thar, 
which wouldbreake the heart of ſome others. Greezhaz thar Saint ofours (whom it 
cannot diſparage that hee was reſeryedfor our fo looſe an age ) can lie ſpread quietl y 
upon the forme looking for the Chirurgians knife, binding himfelfe as faſt with a re- 
ſolved patience,asothers with ſtrongeſt cords,abiding his fleſh carved,and his bowels 
rifled, and not ſtirring more than if hefelr nor, -while others tremble to expe, and 
ſbrinke to feele but the pricking of aveine. There can be no remedy for Imaginary 
croſſes but wiſdome, which ſhall ceach us to eſteeme of all eyents as they are > like a 
truc glaſſe repreſenting all thingsto our minds in their due proportion. Soastrofſes 
may not ſeeme that arenot, nor little and gentle ones ſceme great and intolerable. 
Give thy body Ellebore, thy mind: good counſel], thine eare tothy friend, and theſe: 
fantaſticall evills ſhall vaniſh away like themſelyes, 


- Fe Szcrn, R, 


T were idle advice fo bid men avoid eyils, Nature hathby a ſecret inſtin@ ratight ſor wie and re- 
Pc: creatures ſomuch, whether wit orfagacity : andour felfe-loye making the = ctolles, 
beſt adyantage of reaſon, will cafily make us ſowiſe and carefull. It is more worth 
ourlabour, fince our life is ſoopen tocalamities, and nature to imparience, to teach 
mento beare what eyils they cannotayoid, and how by a well-iſpoſednefſe of mind 
wee may corre&the miquity ofall hard events. Wherein itis hardly credible, how 
much good Arr and precepts of reſolution may ayaile ns. Thaye ſeene one man, b 
the helpe of a little engine, lifrup that weight alone, which forty helping handsby 
their cleare ſtrength might have endeyoured in vaine. Wee live here in an Ocean of 
troubles, wherein we canſce no firme land ; one wayefallingupon another, ere the 
former have wrought all his pight. Miſchiefes ſtrive for places, as if they feared to 
loſe their roome if they halted not. So many good things as we haye, ſo many evils 
ariſe from their privation; beſides nofewer reall and poſitive evilsthar affict us. To | 
preſctibe and apply receitstoevery particular crofſe, were to write a Salmeron-like 
commentaryupon Petrarchsremedies;and Idoubr whether ſothe workewouldbe per- 
fc&:alife would be too little rowrite it, and but enough to reade it, 


= ' Sucr. XI. 


W—— He ſame medicines cannot help all diſeaſes of the body, of the ſoule they [Thefrfre: 
: - may. We ſee Fencets give their ſchollers the famecommonrules of poſition, | =<ty ofcrof- 
-S- of warding and weilding their weapon for offence, for defence, againſtall 5 = m4 
commers : ſich univerfall precepts there are for croſſes, In the firſt whereof, I would | 

preſcribe ExpeQation, that either killeth or abateth evils. For crofles,after the nature 
of the Cockatrice, die, if they be foreſeene ; whether this providence makes us more 
ſtrong to reliſt, or by ſome ſecret power makes them more unable toaſſaalt us. It 1s 
not credible whart a fore-reſolyed mind can doe, canſufer. Conld our Engliſh Mz/o, 
of whom Spazzz yet ſpeaketh fince their laſt peace, have overthrowne that furious 
Beaſt, made now more violent through therage ofhis baiting, if he had not (etled 
himſelfe in his ſtation,8& expe&eMThefrighted multitude ran away from that over- 
earneſt ſport, which begun inpleafare, ended interrour. If hee had turned his backe 
| with the reſt, where had bin his fafety;where hiz glory,& reward?Now heſtood till, 
expected, overcame, by one fact he at once preſerved, honoured, enriched himſzlfe. 
Evills will comenever the ſooner for that thou lookeſt for them, they will og the 
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* AHeavenuponEarth. | 
j —_ cn fe 
cafier; itis a labour well loſt, if they come not; andwellbeſtowed, ifthey doe come. | a 
We are fire theworſt may come, why ſhould we be ſecure that it will not ? Sud- | | 
dennefſe finds weake minds ſecure, makes them miſerable, leaves them deſperate, 
Thebeſt way therefore is, to make things preſent, in conceit before they come, that 
they may be halfe paſt in their violence when they doe come;eyenas with woodden 
waſters, weelearnetoplay at the ſharp. As therefore good Souldiers exerciſe them- 
ſelves longar the pale, andthereuſe thoſeaQivities, which afterwards they thall pra- 
Riſe upon a true adverſary : ſo muſt bes pen roaur ſelves imaginary crofies, and 
manage them in our minde,before God ſends them in event. Now I cat,ſleep,digeſt 
all ſoundly,without complaint: whar if a languiſhing diſeaſe ſhould bereave me of my 
appetite and reſt ? that I ſhould ſee dainties and loath them, fſurferting of the very 
ſmell, ofthe thought of the beſt diſhes? that ſhould count the lingring houres, and 
thinke Ezelyas long day returned, wearying my ſelfe with changing ſides, and wiſh- 
ingany thing butwhat Iam? How couldT rake thisdiſtemper? Now I haye( if not 
| what I would, yet) what I need;as not abounding withidle ſuperfluities,fo not ſtrait- 
nedwith penury of neceſſary things. Wharif poyerty ſhould ruſh upon meas an ar- 
med man, ſpoiling me of all my little thatT had, and {end me to the fountaine for 
my beſt cellar? tothe ground for my bed? for my bread toanothers cupbord? tor my 
clothes tothe Brokers ſhop, or my friends wardrobe? How could I brooke this wanr? 
I amnowat home, walking in my owne grounds, looking on my youny plants the 
hope of poſterity, conſidering the narure, advantages or feares of my ſoile, enjoying 
the patrimony of my Fathers. Whar if for my Religion, or the malicious ſentence of 
ſome great one, Iſhould bee exiled from my Country, wandring amongſt thole, | 
whoſe habit, language, faſhion, my 1gnorance ſhall make'me wonder at; where the 
ſolitude of places, and ſtrangeneſſe of perſons, ſhall make my life comfortable ? How 
could I abide the ſmell of forraine ſmoke? how ſhould Trake the contemprand hard 
nſage that waits upon ſtrangers? Thy proſperity is idle,andill fpent,if ir be not med- 
ted with ſuch fore-caſting,and wiſely ſuſpicious thoughts,ifit be wholly beſtowed in 
enjoying, nowhit in preventing. Like unto a fooliſh City, whichnotwithſtanding a 
| dangerous ſituation, ſpends all her wealth in rich furnitures ofchambers and ſtate- 
houſes; while they beſtow not one ſhoyell fullofearthon outward Bulwarks to their 
defence : this is but to make our enemies the happier,andour ſelves the more readily 
miſerable. If thou wiltnot therefore be copreſſes with evils Expe& e$ Exerciſe ; Ex- 
| exciſe thy ſelfe with conceit of evils: Exped the evils themſelves; yea exerciſe thy 
ſelfe in expeRation: ſowhile the mind pleaſeth it ſelfe nthinking, Yer Iamnot thus, 
itpreparcth it ſelfe againſt ir may beſo. And if ſome that have bin good atthe Foiles, 
have provedcowardlyartheſbarp, yeronrhe contrary, who everdurſt point a ſingle 
combat in the field, thathath not bin ſomewhat trained in the Fence-ſch 
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| The nerres- | F Either doth icalittle blunt the edge ofevils,to conſider thar they c 

c croſe. "2807 30 | . s a | | ome from 
ſ-= i Spry 6 N divine hand,whoſe almighty poweris guided by a moſt wiſe hy aki wt 
| Axe Come, tempered with a Fatherly love. Even the favage creatures will be ſinitten of 


Fromtkep + | their keeper, and repine not; if ofa ſtranger, they teare him in peeces, He irikesme 


that made megthat moderates the world; why ſtruggle I with him,why wi > 
Amla foole, or a Rebell? A foole,if Ibe ans my dt Been he 
if I know it, andbe 1umpatient. My ſufferings are from a God, from my God : hehath 
deſtin'd meevery dramme of ſorrow that I feele : thus mych thou ſhalt abide. and 
here ſhall thy nuſeries be ſtinted. Allworldly helps cannot abate them. all POWers of 
hell cannot adde one ſcruple totheir weight, thathe hath allotted me: 1 muſt there- 


| fore either blaſpheme God in my heart, derrating from hisinfinite juGice. w; 
 Power,mercy,whichall ſhall ſtand inviolable, when millions of nnd hana 
are gone to duſt; or elſe confeſſe that Iought tobe patient, And if I profeſie I ſhow! q 

; be that I willnor, I befoole my ſelfe, and bewray miſerable impoten ©. BurCasimpa-| 


{ rience is full ofexcuſe)1t was thine owne raſh improvidence, or the ſpight of thine | 
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Heaven upon Earth. 


=nemy that impoveriſhr, thardefamedthee : it was the malipnity offomenmwron. 
ſome Aiſh zOr Rene grofſe corruptedaire,that hathdiſtempered thee.Ah Colin, 
[why doeſtthou bireatthe ſtone, which could neyer have hurt thee, but fromthe hand 
that threw it ? If I wound thee, what mattersit whether with mine owne Ford, or 
thine,or anothers ? God ſtrikes ſome immediatly from Heayen withhisowne Urine 
or with the arme of Angels: others he buffers with their owne hands; fome'by the re 
venging ſword of an enemy, others with the fiſt ofhis dumbe creatures : God ſtrikes 
| inall ; his hand movestheirs, If thouſee it not,blame thy carnall eyes. Why doſt thou 
fault the inſtrument, while thou knowelt the agent ? Even the dying theefe pardons 
the executioner,exclaimes on his unjuſt Judge, or his malicious accuſers. Fither then 
blame the firſt mover,or diſcharge the meanes: which as they conldnot have tonch- 


|edthee, bur as from hiin ;, ſo from him they have afflicted theejuſtly, wrongfully 
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Ut neither ſecmeth it enough tobe patient incroſſes, ifwabenor thankfiullallo, | 
Bow things challenge more than bare contentment. Crofles(unjuftly rermed 
evils) as they are {ent of him chat 1s all goadnefſſe,lo ch 

his end cannot be fruſtrate. What greater good can be to the diſeaſed man, than fir 
and proper Phyſicke tqrecure him? Crofles are the only medicines of fick minds. Thy 
ſound body carries within ita fickeſoule ; thou feeleſt it not perhaps : ſo much more 
art thou ſicke, and ſo much moredangerouſly. Perhaps thon laboureſt of ome ple- | 
thory of pride, or of ſome dropſie of covetouſneſſe, or the ſtaggers of inconſtancy,or 
ſome fever of luxurie, or conſumption of envy, or perhaps of the Lethargje of idle- 
neſſe, or of the phrenfe ofanger : is a rareſoulethat hath not ſome notable diſeaſe: 
only crofſesare thy remedies. What ifthey be unpleaſant ? they are phylicke tit is e- 
nough if they be wholeſome. Not pleafane raſtezbut the ſecret vertue commends me- 
dicines, If they cure thee, they ſhall pleaſe thee, even in difpleafing ; or el{gthou lo- 
velt thy palate above thy ſoule. What madnefſe is this ? When thou complaineſt ofa 
bodily diſeaſe, thou ſendeſt to the Phyſitian, that he may ſendthee not fayoury, but 
wholeſome potions : thou receiveſt them in ſpight of thine aþhorring ſtomacke,and | 
withall both rhankeſt and rewardeſt the Phytitian. Thy ſoule is ſicke : thy heavenly 
Phy {iran ſces 1t, andpitties thee ere thou thy ſelfe ; andunſent to, ſends thee nor A | 
plaufible,buta foveraigne remedie : thou loatheſt the favour, and rather wilt hazard 
thy life, than offend thy palate ; andin ſtead of thanks, repineſt ar, revileſt the Phy-. 
| ſitian. How comes it that we love our ſelyes ſo little ( ifat leaſtwe count our ſoules | 

the beſt or any part) asthat we had rather undergae death than paine, chuling rather | 
wiltall ſficknefle, than an harſh remedie? Surely we menare meere fooles in ke eſti- 
marion of our owne good:like children,our choyceisledaltogether by ſhew,no whit 
by ſubſtance. Wecry after every well-ſceming toy, andput from us ſolid proffers of 
good things. The wiſe Arbitrator of all things ſees our folly,and correQsit,with-hold- 
ing our 1dle defires, and forcing uponus the ſound good we refuſe. Ir is ſecond folly 
ns, if we thank himnot. The fooliſh babe cries forhis fathers bright knife,or gild- 
ed pilles. The wiſer father knowes that they can buthurt him ; and therefore with- 
holds them after all his teares. The childe thinks he is uſed but unkindly. Every wiſe 
man,and himſelfe at more yeares, can fay, it was bur childiſh folly, in deſiring it, 
in complaining that he miſſed it. The loſſe of wealth, friends; health, is ſometimes 
gainc tous, Thy body,thy eſtate,is worſe ; thy ſoule is better, why complaineſt thou? 
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| 5, WF Bnet. XIV. | CLINE | 
N Ay, it ſhall not be enough(me thinkifonly we be but contented and thank-| 


full, if nor alfochearefullin affli@ions; if that, as we feele their paine, ſo we | T2* #2 lat 
looke to their end ; although indeed this is not more requiſite, than rarely |their iflie, 

| tonnd,asbeinz proper only to the good hearr. Every Bird can fing ina cleare heaven, 
\1.2remperate fpring ; that one, as moſt familiar,ſois moſt commended, thar nes 
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merrie notes inthe middeſt ofaſhower,or the deadot Winter.Eyery Epicure can en. 
hrgehisheart romirchin the middeſtofhiscups and dalliance;only the threechildren 
can ſingin the furnace, Parl and: S3tas in the ſtocks, Martyrs at the ſtake. Irisfrom 
heaven that this joy comes, ſocontrary to all earthly occaſions, bred in the faithful! 
heart, througha ſeriousand feeling reſpe& to the iffue of what he feeles,the quier and 
untroubled fruit of his righteouſneſſe ; glory, the crowne after his fight ; after his mi. 
nute ofpaiue,eternitie of Joy. Henever looktover the threſhold of heaven, thar can- 
not more rejoycethathe ſhallbe glorious, than mourne 1n preſentthathe is miſerable: 
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Do nobel Sxcr, XV. 
| Of the __ - FEa,this confideration is fopowerfull,thatit alone isable ro make a partagainſt 
ior af Dedek, Y the feareor ſenſe of the laſt and greateſt ofall terribles, Deathit ſelfe : which in 
the conſcience of hizowne dreadfulneſſe, juſtly laughs at all the vaine humane 
precepts of Tranquillitie, appaling the moſt reſolute, and yexing the moſt cheerefyl] 
| mindes. Neither prophane Lxcretiv4, with all his Epicurean rilles of confidence, nor 
; drunken Anacreoy, with all his wanton Odes.,can ſhitroff the importunate and violent 
thorrotr ofthis Adverfary. Seeftthouthe chaldean Tyrant beſer with the facred bowles 
of 7ervſaens;the late fpoiles of Gods Temple; andin contempt of theirowner)ca- 
rowfing healths to his Queenes, Concubines, Peeres,finging amids his cups, rrium- 
pharit-carols of praiſe to: his molten and carvedgods? Wouldeſt thou ever ſuſpe& 
that this hight courage could be abared*?' or that this fumpruous and preſaumpruons 
banquet( after ſo royall and jocondcontingance ) ſhould haye any other concluſion, | 
but pleaſure? Stay bur one houre longer, ard tliou ſhalrſee that face, that now ſhines 
witha ruddy gloſſe Caccording to the'colour of his Iiquor ) looke pale and paſtly, 


ſtained withthe coloirsof feare anddeath:; and that proud hand, which now lifes up 
{trong 


her maſſie Goblets inidefiance of God, tremble hke aleafe ina ſtorme;and thoſe 
knees; whick never. fttooped: tothe burden of their laden body, now not able to 
beare up themſelves, bur looſened witha ſudden paltfie of feare, one knocking againſt 
| theother : anddll this, for that Death writes him a letter offummons ro appeare that 
night before him ; and accordingly erethe next Sunne, ſent two Exxxches for his ho- 
norable conveiance into another world. Where now are thoſe delicate morſels, thoſe 
| deepdranghts, thoſe merry ditties, wherewith the palate and care fo pleaſed 
themfelves? What is now become of all thoſe cheerefull lookes, looſe laughters, ſtate- 
ly porr, revels, triumphs of the __ Court 2 Why doth none ofhis gallant No- 
bles revive the faintedcourgge oftheir Lord witha new cup ? or with ſome ſtirring 
Jeſt ſhake him'ont of thisunſeaſonable melancholy 2? O death, how imperious art thou 
rocarnall mindes ? aggravating their nuſery not only by expettation of future paine, 
but by theremembrance ofthe wonred cauſes of their joy ; and nor ſaffering them 
to ſee ought but what may torment them? Even that monſter of Ceſars,that had been 
ſo well acquainted with bloud, and'never had found better ſport than in cutting of 
throats; whennow it came to his owne tune, how effeminate, how deſperately co- 
wardons did he ſhew himſelfe ! ro the wonder of all readers, that he which was 
ever ſo yajiant in killing, ſhould be ſo womaniſhly heartleſſe in dying. 


Sacr. XVI. | 
| The grounds Hereare that feare not ſomuchto be dead, asto die the very a& of difſoluti- 
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on frighting them with a tormenring expeRation of a ſhorr, bur intolerable 
_ B. painfulnefle. Which ler ifthe wiſdome of God hadnor interpoſed to timorous 
nature, there would have been many more Lzxereces, Cleepatres, Achitophels ; and good 
lawes ſhould have found little opportunity of execution, throngh the wilfull funerals 
of malefattors. For the ſoule that comes into the body withour any (at leaſt ſenſible) 
pleaſure, departs not fromit withour anextremitie of paine ; which varying accord- 
1ng tothe manner and meanes of Eparation, yetin all violent deaths eſpecially re-| 
raineth aviolence not to be avoided, hard to be endured. And ifdiſeaſes, which 
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are deſtin'drowardsdeath as their end;be ſo painfull, what mult the end&perfe&ion 
of diſeaſes be ? Since as diſcaſes are the maladies of the body. fo death is the malady | 
of diſeaſes: There are that feare not ſo mucho die, as tobe dead. If the pangbebir- | 
ter, yerit is but ſhort : the comforrlefſe ſtate of the dead ſtrikes ſome that could well | 
reſolye for the at of their paſſage. Nor the worſt of the Heathen Emperours, made 
chat moanfull ditrie on his death-bed; wherein hebewraieth(roall memory ) much 
fealingpittie of his ſoule, tor her donbrfull and imporent condirion after her parture. 
How doth Plato:sworldling bewaile the miſery of thegrave,beſidesallreſpeRofpaine! 
Woe is me, that Tſhall lie alone rotting ins the ſilent earth, among it the crawling Wormes. not 


.” . "= 


ſeeing ought above, not ſeeve. Very not-being is ſufficiently abhorred of gature, if death | «ox oh 

hadno more to make it fearefull. Bur thoſe that haye lived under light enough, to 

ſhew them the gares ofhell, after their paſſage thorow the gates of death, (and haye 

learned, that death is not only horrible for ournor-being here, bur for being infi nitly.,. 
eternally miſerable ina future world, nor {6 mich for the difſolution of life, as the 

beginning of torment ) thoſe cannot, without thecertaine hope of their immunitie, 

burcarnally feare todie, and helli{hly feare tobe dead. For if irbe ſich paine todie, 

what is it tobe eyerdying ? andif the ſtraining or luxation of one joynt can fo aflit 

us, what ſhall the racking of the whole body, and the torturing of the ſoule, whoſe | 
animation alone makes the body to feele and complaine of ſmart ? And if men have 
deviſed ſuch exquiſite torments, what can ſpirits, more ſubtile, more malicious? And 
;ifour momentanie ſufferings ſeeme long, how1ong ſhall thatbe thatis eternall? And 
ifche ſorrowes indifferently incident toGods deareones upon earth, beſo extreme, 
as ſometimes to drive them within ſight of deſpairing, what ſhall choſe be that are re- 
ſerved only for thoſe that hate him, and that he haterh? None but thoſe who have 
heard the deſperate complaints of ſome guiltie Spyra, or whoſe foules have been a lit- 
tle ſcorched with theſe flames, can enough conceive of the horror of this eſtate x it 
being the policy of our common enemie tg conceale it ſo long, that we may ſeeand 
feele it at once, le{t we ſhould feare it, before it be too late tobe ayoided. 
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Sncrtr. XVII. 


| N Ow when this great Adyerfary, like a proud Giant, comes ſtalkingoutr in his Remedy of the | 


fearefull ſhape, and inſults oyer our fraile morralitie, daring the world to | 
match him with an equall Champion, whilesa whole hoſt of worldlings peaceyariſing 


ſhew himpheir backes for feare, the true Chriſtian (armed only with confidence and |fromdeath. 
reſolution of his future happineffe) dares boldly encounter him, andcan wound him 
in the forehead (the wonted ſeat of terror) andtramplinguponhim, can cutof his 
head with his owne ſword, and victoriouſly returning, can fing in triumph, 0 death, 
where is thy ſting? An happy victory ! We die, and are not foiled : yea,weare conque- 
rours in dying : we couldnotovercome death,if we diednor. That diffolution is well 
beſtowed, that parts the ſoule from the body, that it may unite both to God. Allour | 
life here (as thatheavenly Door well tearmes it) is bura vitall death. How advan- 
ragious i3 that death that determines this falſe and dying life, and begins a true one, | 
aboveall the titles ofhappinefle ! TheEpicure or Sadduce dare not die, for feare of | 
notbeing. The guiltie and looſe worldling dares not die, for feareof being miſerable. 
The diſtruſtfull and doubting ſemi-Chriſtian dares nor die, becauſe he knowes not, | 
whether he ſhall be,or be miſcrable,or not be atall. The reſolued Chriſtian dares, and 
| would die; becanſe he knowes he ſhall be happy ; and looking merrily rowards hea- | 
ven(che place of his reſt) canunfainedly fay, I defire to be diſſolved: I ſeerhee, my | 
home, I ſee thee, (a fiveet and glorious home, after a weary pilgrimage I ſeerhee ; | 
andnuw after many lingring hopes, I aſpire tothee. How ofthave I looked uparthee; 
with admiration and rayiſhment of ſoule | and by the goodly beames that T have 
ſcene, gheſſedat the glory that is abovethem! How oft have I ſcornedrheſe deadand| 
unpleaſant pleaſures of earth, in compariſon of thine !I come now, my joyes, Icome | 
topoſſeſſe you: I comethroughpaine and death ; yea ifhell it ſelfe were in the way | 
>xtwizt you and me, I would paſſethoroiy hell itſelfeto enjoy you: And(in truth)| 
f | H3. ; if) 
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Wo Heaven upon Earth. 
Turruſ.at. | ifthat Heathen Cleombrotns (a follower of the ancient Academie)but upon only read- 
' cal-mack. | ingofhis Maſter Platoes diſcourſes of the immortalitie of the ſoule, could caſt downe 
| RPO. himſelfe head-long from an high rocke, and wiltully breake hisnecke, that he might 
be poflefſedof that immortahty which he beleevedtofollow upon death; how con- 
tented ſhould they be to die, thatknew they ſhallbe(more than immortall)glorious? 
| 4«:þ. d: e-} He went, not inan hate of thefleſh, as the Patriciay Hereticks of old; bur in a blind 
'reſ | love tohis ſoule, out of bare opinion : We,upon an-holy love grounded upon affared 
| knowledge. He, upon an opinion of future life : we on knowledge of future glory. 
He went,unſent for:we,called for by our Maker. Why ſhould his conrage exceed ours, 
ſince our ground, our eſtate fo far exceeds his ? Even this age, withinthe reach of our 
memorie,bred that peremptory 1alian, which in 1mitation of ofd Romane ccurage 
(leſt,in that degenerated Narion,there ſhould benoſtep left of the qualities of their 
Anceſtors ) entring upon his torment for killing a Tyrant, cheered himſelfe with 
| ' this confidence ; My death is ſharp : my-fame ſhall be everlaſting. The yoice of 4 
 Romane, not of a Chriſtian. My fame ſhall be eternall : an idle comfort, My fame 
Fe ks ſhall live ; not my ſoule live to ſeeit. What {hall it availe thee tobe talkt of, while 
*s | thou art not? Then fameonly is precious, when a man hyes to enjoy it. The fame that 
| ſarvives theſoule, is bootlefle. Yet even this hope cheered him againſt the violence 
| ofhis death. What ſhould it doe us, that (not our fame, but) our life, our glory after 
death,cannot die?He that hath Stephens eyes to looke into heaven,canrot but have the 
rongue of the Saints, Core Lord: How long # T hat wan, ſeeing the glory of the end, 
cannot but contemne the hardnefſe of the way. But who wants thoſe eyes, ifhe fa 
and ſweares that he feares not death, beleeve himnot :1f hee proteſt this Trangwi/itie, 
and yet feare death, beleeye him not : beleeye him nor, if he ſay he is not miſe- 
rable. 
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Szcr, XVIII. 
The ſecond 


ranke of the Heſeare enemies on the left hand. There want not ſome on the right, which 
”- | with lefſe profeſſion of hoſtilitie, hurt no lefſe. Not ſo eaſily perceined be- 
cauſe they diſtemper.the mind, not without ſome kind of pleaſure. Surfer 
| Riapct Ara} kils more than famine. Theſe are the ozey-deſiring and cver-joing Of theſe earthly 
things. Allimmoderations are enemies, as to health, ſo to peace. He that deſires, 
wants as much, as he that hath nothing. Thedrunken man is as thirſty as the fyea- 
ting trayeller. Hence are the ſtudies, cares, feares, jealouſies, hopes, priefes, envies 
withes, platformes of atchieving, alterations of purpoſes, and a thouſand like ; 
whereof each one is enoughto make the life troubleſome. One is ficke of his neigh- |r) 
bours field, whoſe miſhapen angles disfigure his, and hinder his Lordſhip of entire-| 
nefſe : what he hath, is not regarded, for the want of what he cannot have. Another 
feeds on cruſts, topurchaſe what he muſt leave (perhaps )toa feoke, or, (which is 
not much better) to aprodigall heire. Another, in the extremity of coyetous folly, 
 chuſestodie ar-unpitied death ; hanging himſelfe for thefall of the marker, while 
the commons laugh at that lofſe, andintheir ſpeeches Epitaph upon him. as on that 
Pope, He lived as & Wolfe, and died as a Dog. One cares not what attendance he dan- 
ces at all houres, on whoſe ſtaires he ſits, whar vices he ſoothes; whar deformities 
he imitates, whatſervile offices he doth in an hopeto riſe, Another ſtomacks the| 
covered headand ſtiffe knee of his mferiour ; avgry that other men think him not 
'{o good as he thinks himſelfe. Another eats his owne heart, with envy at the| 
| The -xfreme-| richer furniture, andbetter eſtate, or more honour of his neighbonr; thinking his 
>oſperucs | OWNE NOt good, becanſe another hath better. Another vexeth himſelfe with a word 
cftare, of diſgrace, paſt from the mcurh of an-enemie, which he neither can digeſt, nor 
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| nar rig caſt up; rciolving becauſe another will be his enemie. ro be his owne. 'Theſe hu- 
'reiſe of riches.| IOUrS are a$ manifold, asthere are men that ſeeme proſperous. For the avoiding of 
Ter c2e97| all which ridiculous, and yer ſpightfull inconveniences, the mind muſt be ſerled 
hand. ' in a perſwaſion of the worthleſnefle of theſe outward things. Let it know, thar theſe 


riches haye made many prouder, none better; Thar, as neyer man was, ſo never 
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Heaven upon Earth. 


wiſe man thought himſelfe better for enjoying them. Would that wiſe Philoſopher 
have caſt hisgold into the Sea, ifhe had not knowne he ſhould live more happily | A proofe, that 
withour it? If he knew northeuſe of riches, he was nowiſe man : ifhe kney nor the | with Chriſtians 
beſt way to quietnes, he wasno Philoſopher:now eyenby the yoyce of their Oracle —_- | 
hee was confeſſed to be both ; yet caſt away his gold, that he might be ha y. with Heathens 
Would that wiſeProphet have prayed as well againſt riches, as poyertie? Would {\ == ir 

many great men(whereof our little Tland hath yeeldednine crowned Kings while it 
was heldof old by the Saxorafter they had continned their life in the Throne, have 
ended it in the Cell, and changed their Sceprer for a Booke, if the y_could haye 
found as much felicitie in the higheſt eſtate, as ſecuritie in the loweſt 3 I heare Petey 
and 1h ( the eldeſt and: deareſt Apoſtles ) fay, Gold and Silver have I none : Theare| 
the Devill ſay, All theſe will I give thee ; and they are mine, ro give. Whether 
ſhall I deſire tobe in the ſtate of theſe Saints, or thar deyill?He was therefore a better 
husband than a Philoſopher, that firſt cearmed riches Goods : and he mended the tirle 
well, that( addinga fit Epither called thetn goods of Fortwre;falle goods aſcribed to 
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a falſe patron. There isno fortune, to give or guide riches; there is notrue goodhnes 
inriches to be guided. His meaning then was (as I canittterpretit )roteach ns, in 
chis title ; chat itisachance,iFeuer riches were good toany. Infiunme, who would 
account thoſe as riches, or thoſe riches as goods, which hurt the owner, diſquier 
others ? which the worſt have ; which the beſt havenot, which thoſe that have nor, 
want not ; which thoſe want that havethem: whichare loſt inanight; and a man is 
not worſe, when he hath loſt them? Ir js true of them; that we fay of fire and water : 
They are good ſervants, ill maſters. Make them thy ſlaves, they ſhall be goods tn- 
deed: invſe, ifnotin nature; good to thy ſelfe, good to others by thee : Bur if they 
be thy maſters, thou haſt condemned thy ſelfe to thine owne Gallies. If a feryant 
rule, he proves a Tyrant. What madneffe is this? thou haſt made thy ſelfe, atonce 
aſlave andafoole. What if thy chaines be of Gold? or if, with He/rogabatus, thou 
haſt made thee ſilken halters? thy ſervitude may be glorious : it 1s nolefſe miſcrable. 
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Suzcr, XIX. 


” "JF Onour, perhaps, is yet better ; ſuch is the confuſed opinionof thoſe that | 4... 
know little:buta diſtin and curious head fhall find an hard taske,to define | cnewy onthe 


in what point the goodnefſe thereofconſiſteth. Ts irin high diſcentof bloud? |'ighr hand, 


Honair. 


I would think ſo, 1fnature were tied by any law to produce children like qualitied to 
their parents. Burt, although inthe bruit creatures ſhebe'ever thus regular, thar ye 
ſhall never finda young Pigeon hatched inanEagles neſt; neither can think hart | 
true, or(iftrue, it was monſtrous) that Nzeippas his ſheepe ſhould yeane a Lyon : | 
yet inthe beſt creature (which hath lus forme, arid her attending qualities from a-. 
bove )with a likenefle of face and features, is commonly found an unlikenefſe of 
diſpolition : only. the earthly part followes the ſeed; wildome, valour, vertue, are 
of another beginning. Shall I bow to a molten calfe, becauſe it was made of golden 
eare-rings? Shall I condemne all honour of the firſt head (though vpon never fo no- | 
ble deſerving )becauſe it canſhew nothing before ir ſelfe, bur a white ſhield ? IF 
Ceſar or Agathocles, be a Potters ſonne, ſhall Icontemne him? Or if wiſe B3o# berhe| 
pi of an UNNORs _ ſhall the = Lawyer Ws him out of the 
Catalogue, with'Partns ſequitnr vemtrents LAltly, ſhall T account thar good, which | ,..... 
+ incldenrcorhe worſbEither there®regrearnminſt ſhow Lime rs wher-| Dig ter 
in it 1s priviledped with ſucceſſion of yertue ; or elſe the goodnefle of honour 
cannotconſiſtinbloud. Is irthen iri the admiration andhigh opinion that orhers| 
have conceived of thee, which drawesall durifiull refpe&, and humble offices from | 
them, torhee? O fickle good, thatisever inthe keeping of others ! eſpecially of the | 
unſtable vulgar, thatbeaſt of many. heads: whoſe divided rongues, as they never| 
agree with eachother fo ſeldome( whenever) agree long with themſelves. Doe | 
we not ſee the ſuperſtitious Lif4asv, that ere-while wonldneedsmake Paul a God, 
"—_ hiswill;andin deyour zeale, drew crowned bulls to the Alcarsofcheirnew | 
wes aphoeess þ Iupiter\ 
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pleaſure; the 


8 third enemy 


on the right 


hand, 


=y 


Iupiter and Mercury 2 violence can ſcarce hold them from facrificing to him : row 
not many honres after, gather up ſiones againſt him ; having in their conceits tur 


ned him, from a God into a malefaCtor; and are ready to kill him,in ſtead of killing 


a facrificeto him. Such is the multitude ;z and ſuch the ſtedfaſtnefle of their honour, 
There then only istrue honour, where blond and vertue meer together : the great- 
nefſe whereof is from blond; the goodnefſe from vertue. Rejoyce ye great men, 
| that your bloud is ennobled with the vertues and deſerts of your Anceſtors.. This 
| onely 15 yours : this onely challengethall vnfained reſpe&t of your inferiours, Count 
it praiſe-worthy, not thar you have, but that you deſerye honour. Blond may | bee 


| cainted . the opinion of the yulgar cannor be conſtant ; onely vertue is ever like ir 


ſclfe, and onely wins reverence, even of thoſe that hate it. Without which, great- 
nefſe is asa Beacon of vice. to draw mens eyes theimore to behold it : and thoſe 
that ſee ir dare loath it,though they dare not cenſure it.So,while the knee bendeth, 
the mind abhorreth, and tellerh the body, it honours an unworthy ſubje& : within 
ir ſelfe, ſecretly, compariug that vicious great man (on whom his ſabmiſſe courte- 
fie is caſt away ) to ſome goodly faire bound Sexecges Tragedies, that is curiouſly 
| gilded withour 3 which ita man open, he {hall find Thyzfes the tombe of his owne 
| children ; or Oedip#e the husband of his owne mother, or ſome ſich monſtrous 
part : which he ( at once )reades, and hates, | | 


| SxcTt.XX. 
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I Theſecand re- T : him think, that notonly theſe outward things are not in themſelves good, 


but that they expoſe their honoursto miſery. Far; beſidesthat Goduſually 
«SSwo/py1niſhes our over-loving them, with their loſſe,Cbecauſe he thinkes theraun- 
| worthy Rivals to himſelfe, who challengeth all height of love, ashisonly right) fo 
thatthe way toloſe, is toJove much; the largenefſe moreover eitherof affeftion, or 

| eſtate, makesanopen way toruine : while a man walkes on plaineground, he falls 
not; or; if he fall, he doth bur meaſire his length on the ground, and riſe againe 
withoutharme : but he thatclimbeth high. is in danger of falling ; and if he fall, of kil- 
hng. All the fajles hoiſed, give vantage to a tempeſt ; which(through the Mariners 


ger of thatguſt, whoſe rage now paſſeth oyer with only beating her with waves for an- 
ger that he was preyented,Sothe larger our eſtate 1s, the fairer marke hath miſchiefe 
given tohut ;and(whichis worſe ) that which makes us ſoeaſie to hit, makes our 
wound more deepe and grievous. If poore Codrws his houſe burne, he ſtands by & 


which (by gathering ſome few ſtickes, ſtraw, and clay ) may with little labour, and 
no coſt, be repaired. Bur when the many lofts of the rich man doe one give fire to 
another, he cries out one whileof his Counting houſe, another while of his Ward- 
robe, then of ſome noted cheſt, and ſtraighrof ſome rich Cabinet : and lamenting 
both the frame and the furniture, is therefore impatient, becauſe he had ſomething. 
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Sucr. X XI. 


mindes of men, and worketh the diſturbance of our Peace. with ſich fecret 


The yarkite of Bui there beany Sorcereſſe npon earth,it is pleafure:which ſo inchanteth the 


delight, that fooliſh men think this want of T ho —_ happineſſe. She tur- 


neth men intoſivine, with ſuch fweet charmes, that they would not change their 
brutiſh narure, for theirformer reaſon. Itis a good unquietneſſe(kiy they chat con- 
tenterh : it isa good enemy that profiteth. Isit any wonder that men ſhould be for- 
tiſh, when their reaſon 1s maſtered with ſenſualitie? Thou foole, thy pleaſure con- 
tents thee : how much? how long? If ſhe have nor more befriended thee than eyer 
ſhe did any earthly fayourite : yea, ifſhe have not givef1 thee more, than ſhe hath her 
ſelfe ; thy beſt delight hath had ſome mixture of diſcontentment. For either ſome 
circumſtance crofſerh thy deſire, or the inward diſtaſte of thy conſcience (checking 
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Heaven upon Earth. | J- 
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foreſight giving timely roome thereto)by their fall,deliver che veſſellfrom the dan- 


warmes him with the flame, becauſe he knowes it 1s but the lofſe of an outſide ; 


| thine appetzteJpermits thee not any entire fruition of thy joy. Even the fivecteſt of all 
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flowres 


Heaven upon Earth. 


flowers hath his thornes : and who can determine whether the ſent be more dele&- 
able,or the pricks more irkefome?Ic.is enough for heaven tohaye abſolute pleaſures, : 
which if they could be found here below, certainly that heaven, which is now rx 
enough defired, would then be feared. God will have our pleaſures here ( accor- 
ding to-the faſhion of our ſelves ) compounded : ſo as the belt delighrs may {till Ca. 
vour of their earth. See How that great King, which never had any match for wit. 
dome, ſcarce ever any ſuperiout for wealth, traverſed over all this inferiour wor!g 

with diligent inquurte, and obfcrvation, and all to find out that goodnefle of the 
children of men which they enjoy under the Sunne ; abridging himſelfe of nothing 
that either his eyes, or his heart could faggeſt ro him : ( as what is it, that he cond 
nor either know or parchafe ? ) and now commmyg home to himſelfe ( after the dif. 
 quiſition ofall naturall and humane things ) complaines, that Behold, aff x not one! y 
| vamitie, but vexation. Goe then, thou wite ſChoſller of experience, and makea more 
accurate fearch for that which he ſought, and miſſed. Perhaps ſome-where (berwixt | 
the talleft Cedar in Lebanon.and the ſhrubby Hyſop upon the wall) Pleaſure ſhrou- 
ded her ſelfe, that ſhe could nor be deſcried of him ; whether through ignorance, 
or negligence: thine mfzght may be more piercing, thy meanes more commodious 

thy ſucceſſe happier. If it were poſſible for any man to entertaine fach hopes, 
his vaine experience could not make him a greater foole : it could bur teach him 
what he 1s and knoweth nor. And yerfoimperfeR, as our Pleaſures are, they have 
their ſatiety : and as their Contizuazce is not good, fo their Conchuſian is worſe : looke 
rothe end, and ſee how ſudden, how bitter it is. Theironly Conrtefe is, to falute us 
with a farewell; and ſich a one, as makes their ſalucation uncomfortable. This Dg- 
lil ſhewes and ſpeakes faire ; bur in the endfhe wilt bereave thee of thy ſtrength, of 
thy ſight, yea of thy ſelfe. Thefe gnats flie about thine cares,and makethee muficke 
awhile, bur evermore they ſting, ere they parr. \ Sorrowatd Repentance is the beſt 
end of Pleaſure - Paine 1s yet worle; but the worſt is Defpaire. If thou miſſe of the 
firſt of theſe, one of the larrer ſhall find thee; perhaps both. How much better is it 
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for thee to want a hetle honie, than tobe fyvolne- up with a venomous ſting ? 

| Thus then, the mind refolved that theſe earthly things (Honour Wealth, Pleaſures) 

are cafuall,unſtable,deceitfull, imperfe&t, dangerous;mult learne to uſe them with- 
out truſt,8 to want them withour griefezthinking ſtYL If T have them, I have ſome 
benefit witha great charge : IfThave them not; with little reſpe& of others, f have 
much fecurity and eaſe, in my fe : which once obtained, we cannor fare amiſle in 
either eſtare ; and without which, we cannot butmiſeary in both. 
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Sucr. XX ILL, 
\ 
| L the enemies of our inward peace,arc thus deſcried & diſcomforted. Which Poſitive Rules | 
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. done, we have enough to preſerve us from miftrie : but (ſince we moreover | ofour peace. 
- A ſcek how tolive yell & happily)there yet remaine thoſe Poſe:ove rules where- 
by our Tranquilitiz may be both had, continaed, and confirmed. Wherein, I feare 
not leſt I ſhould ſeeme over divine, in caſting the Anchor of Quiecneffe fo deepe as | 
Heaven (the only ſeatof conſtancie ; whiles ir can find no hold at all upon earth. | 
Alt earthly things are full of variablenefſe : and therefore having no ſtay in | 
themſelves, can give none to us. He that will have and holdright Tranquil/#3e,muſt 
find in himſelfe a fivect fruition of God,and a feeling apprehenſion of his preſence; 
that when he findes manifold occafions of yexation in theſe earthly things, he(over= 
looking them all, and having recourſe ro his Comforter)may find in him ſuch mar- 
ter of contentment, that he may paſſe overall theſepettie grievanceswith contempr: 
waich whoſoever wants, may be ſecure, cannor be quiet. The mind of mancannor 
want ſome refuge, and(as we ſay of the Elephant)cannot reſt,unlefſe it haye ſome- 
thing toleane upon. The Covetov; man, (whole heaven is his cheſt ) when he heares 
himfelfe rated and curſed for oppreffion, comes home ; and ſeeing his baggs ſafe, 
applauds himſelfe againſt all cenfurers. The Glw#10n, when he loſerh friends or good 
(ne, yet joyeth in his well furnifhr table, and chelaughter of his Wine : moreplea- | 
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Heaven upon Earth. 


| | - ee 
no himſelſe in one diſh, than he can be grieved with all the worlds mif-cariage. 
The por Schollef( whoſe wealth lies all in his braine )cheeres himſelfe againſt-ini- 
quitie-of times,/ with the conceit of hus knowledge. Theſe ſtarting holes the 'mind 
cannot want, when it is hard driven. Now, when as like to ſome chaſed Siſers, 
itſhrowds it ſelfeunder the hartour of theſe Jels;although they give x houſe-roome 
and milke for atime,yet at laſt either they entertaine it witha naile ivthe: Temples, 
or( being eouilty totheir owne imporencie) ſend it our of rhemſelyes, for fatetic 
and peace. For, ifthe Croſſe light in that which it made his refuge( as, if the cove- 
rousman be croſſed in hisriches ) what earthly thing can ſtay him from a:deſperate 
phrenfic? Or,if the Crofle fall in a degree above the height of his ſtay ; as if the rich 
man be fick,or dying (wherein, all wealth is either contemned, or remembred with 
auth) howdoe all his comforts (like vermine, from an houſe on fire) run away 
from him; and leave him over to his ruine! whites the Soule, that Harh placed his | 
refuge above, is ſure that the.ground of his comfort cannot be matched wirh-an | 
earthly ſorrow, cannot be made yariable by the change of any cyenr 5 but is infi- 
 nitely above all caſualties, and without all uncertainties. W hat ſtate is there, where- 
in this heavenly ſtay ſhall not affoord me, not only Peace,butToy ? AmT in priſon ? 
| or in the hell of priſons (in ſomedarke, low, and deſolate dungeon? )Loe there 
PER | Algerizs ( that fweet Martyr) finds more light than aboye; and pitiesthe darkneſſe 
pan. Alger.) x gy ae 
'roz 441y% | of our liberty. We have bur a Sunne to enlighten our world, which eyery clond 
| dimmeth, and hideth from our eyes : but the Father of-lights (in reſpe&t of whom, 
| all the bright ſtars of heaven are bur as the ſnuffe of a dimme candle)ines into his 
pit, and the preſence ofhis glorious Angels make that an heaven tohim, which the 
world purpoſed as an hell of diſcomfort. What walls can keepe out that infinite Spi- 
rit, that fills all things ? What darkeeſſe can be where the God of this Sun dwelleth? 
What ſorrow where he comforteth ? AmTwandring in baniſhment? CanlI goe whi- 
ther God is not? what Sea candivide betwixt him and me? then wouldI feare exile, 
| if Icouldbe driven away as well from God, as my country. Now he is as much in all 
earths : Histitle is alike toall places ;and mine1n him : His Sunſhines tome ; his ſea 
or earth beares me up. his preſence cheereth me, whitherſoeyer I goe. He cannot 
be faid toflit, thatnever changeth his Hoſt. He alone isa thouſand companions ; he 
aloneis a world of friends. Thar man never knew whatitwas robe familiar with 
; God, that complains of the want of home, of friends, of companions, while Godis 
; with him. AmIcontemned of the world? It is enough for me, that I am honoured 
| of God: of both, I cannot. The world would love me more, if Iwere lefle friends 
with Gcd. It cannot hate me ſo much as God hates it. What care 1tobe hated of they 
z-kom Ged hateth2 He is unworthy of Gods fawoyr, that cannot think #t happineſſe e- 
| nough without the worlds. How eafteisit for ſich a man, whiles the world diſpra- 
ces him, at once to ſcorne andpitie it, that it cannot think nothing more contemp- 
tible than it felfe? I am impoverſhed with loſſes : That was never throughly good, | 
that may. be loſt. My riches will not leeſe me, yea, though I forgoeall, to my skin, 
; yet have I not loſt any part ofmy wealth. For, ifhe berich that hath ſomething; 
how rich is he, thathath the Maker and owner of all things? I am weake and diſca- 
{cd in body : He cannot miſcarry, that hath his Maker for his Phyſitian. Yet my ſoule 
( the betterpart)is found for thatcannot be weake, whoſe ſtrength God is. How 
many are lick in that, and complainenot? Icanbe content to be ler blond in the 
| arme or foot, for the curingofthe head or heart. The health of the principall part is 
more joy to me, than 1t 15 trouble to be diſtempered in the inferiour. Let me know 
that God favours me : then I have Þbertie in priſon, home in baniſhment, hozowy in con- 
rempt, 1 loſſes wealth, health in infirmitie,J3fe in death ;and in all thefe happineſſe. And 
| (fure:y)ifour perfett fruition of God be our compleat heaven ;it muſt needs e,that 
our inchoate conyerſing with him is our heaven imperfe&ly, and the entrance into 
the other : which (me thinks ) differs from this, not inthe kind of it, buc in thede- 
 gree, For the continuation of which happy ſociety ( ſith ſtrangeneſſe loſeth ac- 
quaintance & breedeth neglect) on ourpart muſt be a daily renuing of heavenly fa- 
miarite,by ſeeking him up, even with the contempt of all inferiour diſtration:by | 
| | talking! 
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calking with him in our ſecret inyocations;by hearing his conference withus; and by 
muruall entertainment of each other in the ſweer diſcourſes of our daily meditations. 
He ia fallen and unſociable friend; that wants words. God ſhall take no pleaſure in us 
ifwebeſilent. The heartthatis full of love, cannot but haye a buſie tongue. Allour 
ralke with God 13 either Suitsor Thankes, In them the Chriſtian heart powres our ir 
ſelfe tohis Maker;and would not change this privilege for aworld. All his annofances, | 
all his wants, all his diſlikes are powredinto the boſome of his inviſible friend ; who 
likes us ſtill fo much more as we aske more, as we complaine more. Oh the eaſieand 
happy recourſe thar the poore foule hath to the high throne of Heaven ! we ſtay not 
for the holding out ofa golden ſCepter,towarneour admiſſion,before which our pre- 
ſence ſhould be preſumption and death.No houre is unſeaſonable,no perſon too baſe S, 
no words too homely,no fat too hard,no imoprrunitie too great, We ſpeak familiar- 
ly, weareheard, anſwered, comforted Another while Godinterchangeably ſpeakes 
unto usby the ſecret voice of his ſpiritzor by the audible ſound of his word: we heare, 
adore, anſwer him ; by both which the minde ſo communicates ir ſelfe ro God, and 
hath God fo plentifully communicateduntoir, rhat hereby ir growes to ſuch an habit 
of heavenlineſſe, as that now it wants nothing, but difſolution, offall glory. 
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one common ſea) flow thoſe ſubordinate reſolutions, which we require as| Jared 
neceſſary toour peace, whether in reſpet of our ations,or our eſtate. Forour| «. For ations. 
a&tions, there muſt bea ſecret vow pafſedin the ſoule, both of conſtanr refraining 
from whatſoever may offend that Majeſtie wereſtupon ; and aboyethis, of crue and 
canonicall obedience to God, without allcare of difficulty,and in ſpighr of all contra- 
diftions ofnature.Not out of the confidence of our owne power;zimpotent men, who 
are we,that we ſhould either vow or performe? But as he ſaid; Give what thou bidſt, 
and bid what thou wilt. Hence the courage of Moſes durſt venture his hand to rakeup 
the crawling and hiſſing Serpent. Hence Peter darſt walke upon the pavement of the 
waves. Hence that heroicall ſpirit of Lythey(a man made of merall fir for ſo grear a 
work) durſtrefolve and profeſſe to entet into that fore-warned Citie, though rhere} 
had beenas many Devils in their ſtreetsas tiles on their houſes. Both theſe yowes as 
wee once ſolemnly made by others ; ſo,for our peace wee muſt renew in ourſelves. 
Thus the experienced minde both knowing that itharth met witha good friend, and 
withall what the price of afriend is, cannor bur becarefull to retaine him, and warie 
of diſpleaſing,and therefore tocut off all dangers of variance, voluntarily takes a dou- 
ble oath of allegeance of it ſelfe ro God ; which neither benefit ſhall induce us to 
break, if we might gaine a world, nor feare urge us thereto, though wee muſt loſe our 
ſelves. The wavering heart that finds continuall combars init ſelfe berwixt Pleaſire 
and Conſcience, fo equally matched thatneither gets the day, is not yer capable of 
peace; and whether ever overcommeth;,is troubled both withreſiſtance and yitory. | 
Barren Rebecca found more eaſe,than when her twins ſtruggled inher wombe.If 72-04 
hadbeen there alone, ſhe had not complained of that painfill contention: One while 
Pleaſare holds the Fort, and Conſcience affaults it; which whenirt hathentred ar laſt 
by ſtrong hand. after many batteries of judgements denounced ; ere long Pleaſtre 
either corruptsthe watch, or by ſome cunning ſtratagem, findes way torecover her 
firſt hold. So, onepart is eyer attempting, and ever reſiſting. Betwixt both, rhe| 
heart cannothave peace, becauſe it refolyes not. For white the ſoule is held in ſuſ- 
pence,it cannot enjoy the pleaſure it uſethzbecauſe it is halfe taken up with feare;on-' 
ly a ſtrong and reſolute repulſe of pleaſtrre js truly pleafant:for therein the Conſtience 
(filling us with heavenly delight maketh ſweet triumphs in ir ſelfe; as being now the 
Lord of his owne dominions;8: knowing what to truſt to.No manknowes the plea- 
ſure of rhis rchought, Ihavedone well, bur he that harh felt it : and hee rhat hath 
felt it, contemnes allpleafireto it. It is afalſeſſander raiſed on Chriſtianirie, rhar 1t| 
| maketh men dumpiſh and melancholicke:for therefore are we heavie, becauſe we are | 
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not enongh Chriſtians. We have religion enough to miflike pleaſures, not enough 
to overcome them. But if we be once conquerours over our ſelyes,and havedeyored 
| our ſelves wholly to God,there can be nothing bur heayenly mirth in the ſoule. Loe 
here, ye Philoſophers, the true muſicke of Heaven,which the gagd heart continually 
| heareth, and anſwers it in the zult meaſures of joy, Others may talke of mirth, as a 


| haye heard of, or vainly fancied; onely the Chriſtian feeles itz and in 
jo A thereof ſcarneth the idle, ribaldiſh , and ſeurrilous mirth of the ng 


| phane. 
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2, Rile for Gt Nd this reſolution which we callfor, muſt nor only exclude pore a vill 
—_ £Y ions, bur alſo doubting and ſuſpenſion of mind in ations ſiſpeRed, and 
queſtionable ; wherein the judgement muſt evergive conffflent determing- 
| tion one way. For this Trangwi//itle confiltethin a ſteadinefle of the nund:and how can 
that veſſell which isbeatenupon,by contrary waves and winds(andrtotrereth to cither 
rt) be ſaid to keepeaſteady courſe ? Reſolution is the only mother of ſecuritie, For 
inſtance :I ſee,thart Uſnry which was wont to be condemned for no better than a Le- 
gall rheft, harh now obtained (with many) therepuranion ofan honeſt Trade; andis 
bothuſed by many,and by ſome defended. Irispittie that a bad practice ſhould find 
any learnedorreligious Patron. The ſumme ofmy patrumony lieth dead by me, ſealed 
upin the bagof my Father : my thriftier friends adviſe me to thus eafieand ſure im-| 
provement. Their councell and my gaine prevaile ; my yeerely farmmes come inwith 
nocoſtbut oftime, wax,parchment:my eſtate likes it well;better thanmy conſcience; 
which tells me till, he doubts, my trade is too cafe to be honeſt : Yet Icontinue my 
| illiberallcourſenot without ſome ſcruple and contradiQtion: ſo as my feare of offence 
hinders thejoy ofmy profit, and the pleaſure of my gaine heartens me againſt the | 
feare of injuſtice ; I would be rich with eaſe ; and yet I wouldnot be tincharitable, I 
would not be unjuſt. All che while I ye in unquiet donbrs, and diſtraQton : Others 
| arenotſo much entangled in my bonds, as I inmy owne. Atlaſt, that Imay be both 
juſt and quiet, I conclude to referre this caſe wholly to the ſenrence of my inward 
' Judge,the Cosſczence : the Advocates Gazweand juſtjceplead on cither part at this barre 
with doubrfull ſacceſſe. Gaive informes the Judge of a new and nice cliſtin&ion, of 
roothlefſe, and biting Intereſt, and brings preſidents of particular caſes of Uſury ſo 
farre from any breach of charity or juſtice, that both parts therein confeſſe them- 
{elves advantaged. Iyſtice pleads eventhe moſt toothlefle ufury to have ſharpgummes, 
and finds in the moſt harmeleſſe and profitable praQice of it, an inſenfible wrong to 
the common body ; beſides the infinite wracks of private eſtates. The weake Judge 
ſuſpends in ſuch probable allegations,and demuwrreth;as being overcome of both, and 
ofneither part:and leaves me yet no whit more quiet, no whit lefſe uncereaine. I fiuſ- 
| pend my pradtice accordingly ; being ſure it is good nottodoe, what I am not five is 
good tobe done : and now Gaine ſollicits me as much as 1»ſtjce did before. Betwixt 
| both Tlive troubleſomely : nor ever ſhall doe other, till (in areſolute deteſtatian) 1 
have whipped this evill Merchant out of the Temple of my heart. This rigour is my 
peace. Before, 1 could not be well,cither fullor faſting. uncerraintie is much paine;, 
even inamore tolerable aftion. Nettheris it(Ithink)eafie roderermine, whether it 
bee worſe to doe a lawfull a& with doubting, or an evill with reſolution : ſince that 
whichin itſelfe is good, is made evill ctomeby my doubt: and wharisin nature evill, | 
1511 this one point not evUll to me, that I doe it upon a yerdi& of a Conſcience : fo 
now my judgement offends innot following the tiuth ; Toffend not in that I follow 
| My judgement : Whereinifthe moſt wiſe God had leftusto rove only according to 
the aime of our owne conjeures, it ſhould haye been leffe faulty co be Sceptickes In 
| | ouractions, and cithernor to judge at all, or tojudge amifſe : but now that he hath 
| given usa perfe rule of etcrmall equirie, and truth, whereby todire& the ſentencesof 
| our judgement ; that uncertainty which alloweth nopeace to us, will afford usno ex- 


_ Ft cuſe! 


ded U—=— 
_- ”——_ 


S__ 


Par? 
we _- 


Heaven apon Earth. | 
cuſe before the tribunall of Heaven : wherefore, then only is the heart quiet, when. 
our ations are grounded upon judgement,and our judgement upontruth. 
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Es his eſtate, the quict mind muſt firſt roll it (elfe upon the providetice of the | rulesfor 


_ 


Higheſt. For whoſoever fo caſts himſelfe upon theſe ourward things, tharin tne, 
"their proſperous eſtate be rejoyceth,and(contrarily) is caſt downe in their mil: | ;;,* roads 
carriage;I know not whether he ſhall find more uncertainty ofreſt,or more cerrz inty | dcnec of God. 


ofunquietneſſe ; ſince he muſt needs be like a light unballaced Veſſell, that riſes and 
falls with every wave,and depends onely on the mercy of wind and water : Butwho | 
relies on the inevitable decree,and all-ſeeing providence of God, (which can neither | 
be croffed with ſecond thoughts,nor with eyents unlooked for,) layes aftre ground | 
of Trawquility. Let the world tofſe how it liſt, andvary itſelfe (asitever doth) in |, 
ſtormes andcalmes; his reſt 1s pitchedaloft;aboye the ſphere of changeable morrali- |, 
ty.To begin, is harder than taproſecute : What counſell had Godin the firſt moul- 

dingof thee inthe womb of thy mother ? what aid ſhall hec have in tepaiting thee | 
fromrhe womb of the earth 2 Andifhe could make, and ſhall reſtore thee without 

thee, why ſhall hee not much more(withour thy endevour) diſpoſe of thee? Is God | 
wiſe enough toguide the Heavens, andto produce all creatures in their kinds and 
ſcaſons? And ſhall he not be able toorder thee alone? Thou fayeſt, I have friends,and | 
(which ismy beſt friend) I have wealth co make both rhem andmee; and wir to pur | 
|both to beſt uſe. O the broken reedsof humane confidence ! Who ever truſtedon | 
friends,that could truſt to himſelfe ? Whoeverwas ſo viſe, as wot ſometimes to bee a foole 
6 in his owne conceit © oft-times tn the conceit of others £ Who was ever more diſcontent, 
chan the wealthy ?_ Friesds nay be falſe : Wealthcannot bur be deceilfull : #37 hath | 
made many fooles. Trult thoutothat,which(if thou wouldeſt)cannot faile thee:Not | 
that thou deſireft ſhall come to paſſe; but that which God hath decreed. Neither thy feares, 
nor thy hopes,nor vowes ſhall either foreflow or alter ir; The unexperienced paſſen- 

ger, when hee ſees the veſſell goe amiſſe or roo farre, layes faſt hold on the con» 
trary part,or.on the Maſtfor remedy : the Pilot laughes at his folly ; knowing, that 
| (what-everhe labours) the Barke will goe which way the wind and his ſternedireq- 

eth it. Thy goodsate embarked:Now thou witheſt a dire& North-wind todrive thee 

tothe Straits; and thena Welſtizto.rnn in: andnow,whea thon haſt empried and la- 

dcd againe, thou calleſt as earneſtly forthe Soiith, and Sourti-eaſt, torerurne; arid | 
lowreſt, ifalltheſe anſwer thee not; As if Heaven and Earth had nothing<lſe ro doe, 
but to wait upon thy pleaſure; and ſerved only, ro beecommanded ſervice by thee. 

Anather thathathcontraryoccaſion, askes forwi dds at oppoſite tothine, Hee 
thar-ſits in Heaven, neither firsthy fancy-nor his : bur bidshis winds fper ſometimes 

1n thy face; ſometimes to favout thee with'a ſide blaſt ; ſomerimes, to be boyſtrous ; | 
otherwhiles,ro be filent.at hisowne pleaſure, Whether the Mariner ſing or curſe;ir 

{hall goe,whither it is ſent. Strive,orlye ſtill, thy deſtifiy ſhall run on; and whar nmſt 
c(hallb2: Not that we ſhould henceexclude benefit of meaties,(which arc alwaies 
neceflarily.included in this wiſe preordination of all things) but perplexity of cares, 

and wreſtling with providence. Oh, the idleand ill-pent cares of curious men, thar 

| Conſult with ſtars;and ſpiriesfor their deſtinjes,nnder colourof prevention If it be 

notrhy deſtinyzwhy wouldſt thou know ir, what necdſt thoureſiſt ir? If irbe thy de- 

| tiny z why would(t thou know that thou canſt not prevent ? Thatwhich God hath 
decrecd, is already done in Heaven, and muſt be done on Earth. This kind of expe- | 
tation doth buthaſten ſlow evils, and prolorig then in their continnannce : haſten 
tem, not in theirevent, but in'our conceir. Shortly then, ifrhou ſwinimeſt againſt 
the ſtreame of this providence, thoucanſtnot eſcape drowning z wy wave tUrnes | 
thee over, like a Porkpiſce before a tempeſt : Bur if thou fyimmeſt with the ſtrearac, | 
doe but caſt thine armes abroad, thou paſſeſt'with ſafery, and wirh eaſt : ir borh 

dearosthee up, andcarries thee on tothe Haven (whither God hath Frermined 

ine arrivall)in peace. DE tb ROE Dub FOE Poet PRC RN FTC 
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Theſecond 
rule for eſtare. 
A perſwaſion 
of rhe good- 


mer reſolutions, that it be throughly perſwaded, The eſtate wherein heis,is 
| + Y beſt of all ; if not ip it ſelfe, .yerto him : Not out of pride, but out of con- 
nee and fi \ rentment ; Which whoſdeyer wanreth,canriot but-be continually vexed with envy, 
Ee” and racked withambirion. Yea, if it were poſlible ro be in Heaven without his, he 
could not be happy, for itis asimpoſſiblezfor the mind at once to long after and en- 
joy, as for 4 man. to feedand fleep ar once! And this is the more to bee ſtriven for, 
becauſe weare allnaturally-prone to afi&t our ſelves with our owne frowardneſſe : 
ingratefully conteminingall we have, for what we would have. Even the beſt of the 
Patriarkes could fay,O.Lord, whar wilt thou give mee, ſince I goe childleſſe? The 
| bond-man deſires now, nothing but liberty :. thatalone would make him happy. 
| Once free(forg erting his former thought)he wiſhes fome wealth.to make uſe of his 
freedome :; atid faies, it were as good beftraited in place, as in ability. Oncerich, he 
 longeth after Nobility,thinking it no praiſe,to be a wealthy peaſant. Once noble, he | 
| begins todeeme it a baſe'marter to be ſubject : 'nothing'can now content him bur a 
| Crowne. Then. it is a ſmall matter to rule,1o longas he hath bur lircle Dominions, 
and greater nerghbours- -He would therefore be an Univerfall Monarch : whi ther 
| then?furely it vexeth himas much;rhar the earth is ſo ſfinall a'globe; 6 little a mole- 
| hill ; and thar there ate no-more worlds'to conquer. And how that he hath attained 
| the higheſt dignity amongſt nien,he would needs be a God,conceits his immortali- 
| ry,cre&s Temples ro his owne name, commands his:dead Starues to be adored, and 
(not thus contented 1s angry that he.cannot.command:heaven,.and controll pature. 
Q yaine tooles! whither doth our reſtleſſe ambition climb? Whar ſhall be atlength 
{ the period of our wiſhes >. L could not blaze theſe deſires, if contentment confiſted 
| in. having much;} hut, now.that he onely\ bath mich; that hath\contentmentr, (and 
thar it is as eaſily obtained ina low.eſtate,). I:can accotinr of theſe thonghts ns bet= 
ter.than-proudly fooliſh, Thouart poore: whar difference is there betwixt a greater 
man and thee 2:fave thatihe doth his buſineſſes by others; thou doeſt them thy ſelfe, 
_ hath Caters Gookes,Baylives, Stewards, Secretorzes, and all other officers for his ſeye- 
rall ſervices; thou provideſt, dreſſeſt, gathereſt;receiveſt,expendeſt,writeſt for thy 
ſelte. His patrunony is latge, thine earnings ſmall. Tf Briarews feed fifty bellies with 
hys hundred hands ;, what is he the better, than he that with two handsfeedeth one? 
He is ſerved in ſilyer : thou in veſſellof the fame:colout, of leſſer price;as good for 
| uſe,though not for value. His,diſhes are more dainty, thine as well reliſhed to thee 
andno lefſe wholſome;Hee ears Olives,thou Garlike:he miſlikes not more the i all 
of thy ſawce,thanthou doeſt the taſteof his..Thou wanteſt ſomewhar that he hath ! 
he wiſherh ſomething which: ebowhaft, and tegardeſt nor. Thon conld(t be content 
to have the rich mans purſe;buthis gout thou would(t not have :' he would hive 
healch,but not thy fare., If wee ;mighe picke our of alt mens eſtate, that bi h 4 
laudable, onutting the inconveniences, we would makeour ſelves cor le by wy i 
wee muſt takeall together, wee ſhould ips little a We ages = 
ce mult taxeall together, wee ſhould perhaps littleadvantage our ſelves with the 
change, For themoſt wiſe God hath fo proportion'd outevery mans condition, that 
 hechath ſome juſt cauſe ef ſarrow inſeparably mixedwithother conrentments; and 
hath allotted:tqno man vIng,an; abſahite happineſſe, withour ſome orjevaniees: nor 
roagy man ſuckianexquiſite miſery, asthat he finderh hor ſomewhat wherdk of. 
lace humſelfe; the weight whereof cording to © nah _ ro 9g 
humelte; the weight whereot yartes,according to our eſtimation of them. One 
hathmuch wealth,but nochild toinkerivitthe enviesar thepoore mane frujefulneſſe, | 
| which hath heires and 4p . WED POO , als ruitfuln ©, 
FT! At BY Nees," andno lands avdcould bee content, wirk all-hjs abun- 
dance topurechaleaiuccefiprathis ownedoyines. Another hach than  childre oy 4; 4 
| maintenance :: heecommendath theeatbleſſequierneſſe'of the bavkeh; Arhinks 
tewermouthesand more meaf:woulddobetcer.The labouring man hat ohe bleſſing 
0p rongkþdy;fit to digeſt arty fare, td endure any labour : yet he wiſheth himſelfc 
(} e Pr; ON condition hee might bee wealthier. The man of nice- education hath? 
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feeble ſtomacke ; and (ralpinglince his laſt mgale) doubts, whether he. ſhould ear of | 
his beſt diſh, or nothing : this man;repines at nothing mare; than to ſee hishungry | 
change bodies with him: Say that God ſhould giye thee thywiſh :. whar wouldeſt | 
thou defire? Let me(thou fateſt)be wiſe, health@;rich, honourable, ſtrong, learned, 
beautzfull, immortall. I know thau loveſt thy ſelfe fowell, that thoucankt wiſh all 

theſe ang. more. Btit-lay that, God hath ſo ſhared, outthefe gifts (bya moſt wiſe and | 
juſt diſtribution) thatthou coat Dar orne of: theſe; -Pexhaps bur one-4; which 
wouldeſt thou fingle out for thy {elfe2 Any thinggbeſide whar thou haſt 2-1 learned, 
thou wouldelt beftrong ; if itrong; honourabllg3:it honowable, longlived:::Sorhe | 


of theſe, thou art already; Thou fogle;! 'cannot Godchuſe;better for thee; thanthou 
for thy ſelfe?In other matches thou traſteſt the choice of a skilfiiller chapman: when | 
thou ſeeſt a goodly horſe inthe Faire: (though his ſhape-pleaſe-: thine eye:well): yet : 


d 


thou dareſt norbuy ham, ifacunning Hotſe-maſter ſhall reltthee he is faulty ;andarr 
wulingtotake a plainer.and ſounder;on his comtnendation;;againſt thy fancy:How. | 


much more ſhould we 1n this caſe, gow hischoyce that cannatdeceiveus: thatcan: | 
not be deceived? But, thou knoweſtthat otherthou defireſt;rq be berter than whas | 
thou halt: Better perhaps for him that hathir;z not berter for thee; Liberty's fiveet | 
and profitable to thoſe that can aſe; it : but fettersare better for the franticke.nian; | 
Wine is good nouriſhment for the healrhfull 3; poyſon to the aguiſh. Iris good for 
a ſound body toſleep ina whole skinne ; but hee that corhplainesof Grelling fores; | 


cannot ſleep till it be broken. Hemlocke to the Goat, and Spiders tothe Monkey, | 
turne togood ſuſtenance;which toother creaturesare accounted deadly,Asin diets. 
{oin eſttmation ofgood and evill,: of greater andlefſer good, there is much variety, | 
All palats commend not one diſh; and what one commends for moſt delicare, ano- | 
ther rejects forunſavoury. And if thou know what diſh ismoſt pleafarir to thee, thy } 
Phyſitian knowes beſt which is wholſome. Thou wouldeſtfollow thine appetite too | 
much; and (asthe French haye in their Proyerbe) wouldſt dig thy owne grave with | 
thy teeth : thy wiſe Phyſitianover-ſees and over-rules thee, He ſees; if thou wert 


| 


| 


| 
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| infinite. He willeth not things, becauſe they are good, but they are good, becauſe he | 


| he ſhall goe away with his hands and 5kirt empty :ihow ishe but worthy of 4 milera- 


if healthfuller, more ſecure : burthou thinkeſt not thus hardly of thy ſelfe. Fond | 
man ! what knoweſt thou future things? beleeye thou him, thatonly knowes what 
would be, what will be. Thou wouldeſt willingly; goe to heaven; whatbetter guide 
canſt thou have, than him that dwels there 2 Ifhe lead theethorow deepe ſloughs, 
and brakie thicketz;know,thar he knowes this the nearer way,though more — 
ſome. Can therebe in him any want of wiſdome,'ihot to foreſee the beſt Can there 
be any, want of power,not to effe& the beſt2any want of love,not to give thee what | 
he knowes 1sbeſt ? How canſt thouthen faile of the beſt?-Since what hispowercan | 
doe, and what his Wiſdome ſees ſhould be done; his Loyehath done, becauſe all are | 
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wills them. Yea, if ought had beene þetter, this had not beene. God willeth whar | 
hedoth : andifthy will accord not with'his, whether wile thou condemne of im: | 
perfection? STE Ws ning Lo leg id oi into oor Sie, 5! 
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Haye chalkedoit the way of Peace : What retnaineth, bir that we walke alone 
mit? I have conducted my Reader to the Mine; yea, to the Mirit of happineſle ; 

=andfhewed himthoſe glorious heaps, which may erernally enrich him: Tfnow) 


ble want? Who ſhall pity ris, while we have nomercy on ourſelves? Wiltull diſtreſſe | 
hath neither remedy, nor compaſſion. Andto ſpeak freely, Thive oft wonderedat | 
this painfull folly of us men, who in the open view of our peace (as if we were con- | 
demnedtoa neceffary and farall unquiernefſe) live upon our ownerack, findingno 
more joy, than if we were under no other hands, bat our executioriers; One droup- | 
eh under a fainedeyill; another augments aſmall ſorrow through impatience ; ano- | 


more eſteemed, thou wouldſt be proud;if more ſtrong, licenitious;ifricher,coyetous: | 


onof the 
whole. 


em +» 


| ta ho PE _ m—_— FTIR RS ce. md 


Mt. __ 
"Ty PU" OY” "oO ITE Vo "> 
mn JW 4: - . , 


R , . -& 
Inn Lat —_—___u roo — 
« o w 
= 


—_— 


þ 


The coneluſi: | 


} 


pPr—_—_ = 
_—— 
. _ 
ue TY _ = ——> 

= 4 — 
p - L i 
CR 


p_ on 4 bers "Wo. p— 
— I—_— —_—_ mee ap” ne 
RET TN NE Tn NG 
«C.. MRS =? 2 ”— PR * A. 


— por ont wee Res - 
2 —_, ——__ 
0, . + _—_ 
=" : -# 
=. Me Sends 4<Trot Ge hs 
. - 
ama q-cemrreetteaaree " 
<a . 
SEED. 
LED 
3 * a6 


© Tho 
, bk R 


4% F me 
2 . of T: 
a Ps T 1 
_ . = < aw gg ow 7 EC > 
" PEEL Ph * db Ir I ® 


- _ 
hy p RY - - Pp - 
#2 X- 484 a ting a Wt-nc/s, 6b — ———_ _ - Favy & , - ” 6 ag 
« : , = ee 2,c a, og, >» . mn - b - p os 4 : a+ WE W_ 
OR NE NT nn aa _ gp ney” eine” " > — Lag = * * #2 #740 Pr . x - 
y . : : p Ws _ a CEEN p 
A + agents yore, "= T3 and ca” Aa Rr - TY ——_— I 
+," F OS £7 BF. os WY ts P we F : 5 2 9 On 7 
hs 7 : . _s ” FM l * - 7 


a- - PIR * Coe roo Riectapiatqpso_t a av moe a cares yn 
” * . ” "— \ oy oe ap rats hd << ates pratgn; een EEE I EP CONES o ou n . _ rig. - 
—— ay — <4 On 3 SST codon 2 alt > 20mo <a none OF muſt eh er — —_— * . 4 - ny n yds ogy _- - A . 

W __ $5550 nn ee == tn Is IS Hl 5s VIE S mm . —_—_ % - , a . | - 

OS : 7 . : - 5 . : 

4 _ uf ” ox : mo I Ot IE SI ine ED WLRALSL >, "ay - - -” = oy A = 
b 4 os 6 Fn b . 5 . 4 
Ar Ewe 4. To - , — : - . " a - - k - » 
— ors et. I _s , ". Bs , myp—_— % X i >. a=) AAS "7" aaa Tf cn cs 
wrt Co mom we up on gg nn or oe magyar un feels 6 ps — Gon unrealtCr ae RE vt . ; : —" = < 
Ow + EOS a 4 - PAST. As SH > a 7 - _ E ” - o £10287 PP _ P yr " . a a 

_ a 3 ® Er =4gs - 4 *— at” <a. pv is $i : a . ” : = . B wAAEW <:t b 

; AS ” . : > 4p" 3 _ . _ - - 4, PR = 70 - - - 
b 4 h = "OW "Fe > = - _— 2 WE OR SIC : 2 ard ry oa -xY * —_ A - $ L 
5 wi I none - Ge IT "WE En ory on mom 999  g : gow 7 En I , cant - . 

= 04 as FS. 7 Sa 5 =—- — . oo rngy ig einer al nog. et res - - . $- " LE hy A \ EE * w « . _— ” ”Y 

P - ms ; - hy, - -- . " 5 de , * 
by . - _ 4s % " < - : p ey op __— , 
—_ . C - » . - - _ - - _— 

$ IF - _ 4 f_ © < h —- S : _—_ LE < - 

_, _ ®- > Y' . . , —_— 4 _ 4 I 2 4 . Ap - 
ad 0M 6, I” - F >. 6: » - A mY 2s - 9 : IT - " 
> a<_He;Xx 235-5 warp e— + At% + %- a7 2. a4 + ke ES - ww © S 1 a» - gr "—_ Son oy” COT NIST. - 
. 0 : + V 426 : _ ed . p oy << rn pra — —_— ” 
nos 4 . ; : {> oC adit Bt ES CIO _ 529% - DECREE Ow SAW | 
- —\mman . a + = w Ur ak LS T 


-M 


I 4 


” % 
429+ 000 SI... re 
Se OE © as ads RO nk” 
" 


— 


| preſent cauſe of comfort z0ne'is haunted with Ms finne ; another'diſtr ated | 
| with his paſſion : amongſt all which,: heis a miracle of all menthar lives, 'ttorſome | | 
| way diſcontented. So we live not : fort wantehe 
wildome, or will, to hasbandourlivesroonr owne beſt advaiitage.O theihequality 


} no way wrong thar leads'to this end ; wee abhorre the par ience to ſtay rill they en- 


| | deare and welcome ſhall our death be,that ſhall but lead us froni one heayen toano- 
 q ther, frompeace toglory? Goe now. yee vaine and idle worldlings, and pleaſe your 


{ favour of this profter, we meet it with both hands, not daring with our modeſt de- | 
| nialstowhet the inſtancie, anddoublethe inrrearies of fo welcome ſuirers. Yet loe, 
| here rhe only true and precious riches, the higheſt advancement of the ſoule, peace 


| fir ſhruggingin a baſe cottage,ragged;famiſhed,becau e houſe,clothes, and food will 


| almes for ſolazy and wilfull need?Peace ſhonld not be good if it were not hard:Goe, 


, Heaven Kpon Earth. 


ther drawesupon himſelfe an uncertaine evill chrough feare;one ſceks true content- A 
ment, but not enoughz another hath jaſt cauſe of JOY, and percelyes It Not: One js | 

vexed. for that his grounds of joy are matched with equall grievances; artother can- F 
not complaine of any preſent occation of forrow, -yet lives ftillenly, becauſe he fings 


hite we doe hve, onely for that wee-wanteither 


of ourcares | Let richesor honontHe in queſtion,we ſat rothem, we ſeeke'torrhem 
with importunity,with ſervile ambition: our paitiesnced no follicitor ; yea,thers is 


quire for us. And if eyer(as itrarcly appens)our'deſert arid worthinefle wihs us the 


and happines,ſecks forus, ſues tous for accepration; our anſwersare coy andoverly, 


fich as we give to thoſe clients that looketo gaine by our favours. It our want were 
through the ſcarcity of good, we might yet hope forpitytotaſeus : but now tharit 
is throughnegligence, and rhatwe periſh withour hands inour boſome, weearera- 
ther worthy of ſtripes, for the wrong wee doe ourſelves, than of pity for what wee 
ſuger.: That wee may and will not;-irr opportunity of hurting others, isnoble and 
Chriſtian : but inour owne benefit ſluggiſh, and fayouring of the worſt kind ofun- 
thrifrineſſe. | RES 0 ch L O75 5 LL 

Saieſt thou then, this peace is good to haye, but hardtoget ? It were aſhamefull 
negle& that hath no prerence. Is difficulry ſufficient excuſe to hinder thee fromthe 
purſuit of riches, of preferment,of learning,of bodily 5 ſeaſtre?Arc thou content to 


neither bee had without money, .nor money without: labour, norlabour withour 
trouble and painfulneſſe > Whois ſomercifull;- asnot to fay that a whipis the beſt 


andby.chisexcafe ſhitthy ſelfe ourofheavenatthy death,and live miſerably cill thy 
death, becauſe the good of both worlds is hard tocompaſſe. There 1s nothing but mi- 
ery onearthand hell below, that thon canft come'to without labour: Andif we can 
becontent cocaſt away ſuch immoderate and unſealonable painesupon theſe earthly | 
trifles,as to weare our bodies with violence, and to encroach upon the night for time 
to getthem ; what madnefſe ſhall irſeeme inus, not toafforda lefſe Jabour'to that 
which is infinitely berter,, and whichonly gives worth and goodnefle to the other? 


| tentment : which once attained, how ſhall wee infalt oyer eyils, and bid them doe 


| bee, while neither joyes nor ſorrowes can diſtemper it with exceſſe ? yea while the 


\ baſenefſe of mind hath made ſlayes toyourgreatneſſe, or in the priceand faſhions of 


Wherefore if we have nor vowed enmity withourſelyes, if wee be not in loye with 
miſeryandvexation,ifwe be nor obſtinately carelefſe of our owne good; letus ſhake 
off this unthrifty,dangerous,and deſperate negligence,and quicken theſe dull hearts, 
toalively and effeCtuall fearch of what only can yeeld themſiveer andabidingcon- 


their worſt? How ſhall weunder this calme and quiet day, laugh at the rough weather 
and unſteady motions of the world 2 How ſhall heaven and earth ſinile s, and 
weon them; commanding the one;,aſpiring tothe other ? How pleaſant ſhall our life 


matter ofjoy that is within us,turnes all the moſt fad occurrences into pleaftire?How 


| ſelves in the large extent of your rich Mannors, or in the homage of thoſe whom 


your fall ward-robe, or in the wanton varietiesof your delicate Gardens; or in your | 
coffers full ofred and whiteearth;or iftherebe any other earthly ching,thore al- 
laring,more precious, enjoy it,poſſeſſe it,and let it poſſefſeyou : Ler 
 mehayeonlymy Peace ; and letme never want it, © 
me _....tlL envy you.: Be ett] 
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"*" fede F perceived the number of Polemicall 
| bookes, rather to breed than end ſtrifet ; and thoſe which are do- 


Irinall by reaſonof their multitude, rather to oppreſſe than ſatiſ- 
fie the Reader ; wherein,if we write the ſame things we are judged 

tedious ; if indifferent, ſingular. On'the otber part, reſpefting the 
| Reader, I ſaw the braines of men never more ſtuffed,their tongues 
never more ſlirring, their hearts never more empty,nor their band | 
more idle. Wherefore after thoſe ſudden meditations which paſ- 
ſed me without rule, | was eaſily induced by their ſucceſſe (as a 
ſmall thing moves the willing) to ſend forth this rule of 2M edua- 
tion ; and after my Heaven upon Earth, to diſcourſe (although 
by way of example) of Heaven above. Fn thu «Art of mine, 1 
confeſſe to bave received more lipht from one obſcure nameleſſe_- 
Monke, wbich wrote ſome bundred and twelve yeeres agoe, than 
from the direfions of all other Writers. F would his humility bad 
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| not made him niggaraly of bu name, that wee might baue knonne 
| hom to have thanked. 1t had beene caſie to have framed it with| 
more curiofitie * but God and my ſoule know,that 1 made profit the 
ſeope of m3 labour, and not applauſe , and therefore (tocbuſe) F|. | 
wiſhed rather to berude than unprofitable. Ff now the ſimphicity| | 
of any Reader ſhall bereave him of the benefit of my precepts, F| | 
know he may make bu uſe of my examples. Why F have bonoured| | 
| it ith your name, [need not give account to the world, which al-\ | 
ready knowetb your worth and deſerts , and ſhall ſee by thy, that 
I acknowledge them. Goe 30u on happily (according to the hea-| | 
| venly advice of your Iunius ) in 30ur worthy and glorious profe/- 
fron, ſtill bearing your ſelfe asone that knoweth vertue the trueit 
Nobilitie, and Religion the beſt vertue. The God whom you 
ſerve, ſhall honour you with men, and crowne you in heaven. To! 
by grace F bumbl3 commend you : requeſting you onely to accept 
| the worke, and continue our favour tothe eAuthor, | 
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2 That he befree from worldly thoughts, Chap. s. | 
Inthe time ſes, Ia Chap.7. | 
In continuance. Chap.s. | 
| Of other neceſſary circumſtances « and 
1 Of the place fit for Meditation. Chap.g. | 
2 Of thetime_,  Chap.1o, | 
3 Ofthe ſite and geſture of body, Chap.r1, f 
Of the matter andſubje8 of Meditation. Chap. 12. 
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1 Common entrance, which # prayer. Chap. 14. | 
The entrance into the worke : 9 2. The particular andproper entrance into the matter which | 

$ 11 0ur choyce thereof. Chap.1s. 
_ Theproceeding of our meditation , therein, a method allowedby ſome Authors rejefted. \ 


Chap.16.| 
Premonitions concerning our proceeding in the firſt part of Meditation. Chap.r7.} 
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1 we begin witbſome deſcription of that which we meditate of. Chap. 18. 
2 Aneaſie and voluntary diviſion of the matter meditated, Chap. 19, 
3 A conſideration of the cauſes thereof in all the kinds of them, Chap.20. 
4 The Conſideration of the fruits and effets, Chap.21, 
5 The Conſideration of theſubje# wherein or whereabour it & employed. Chap.22. | 
6 Conſideration of the appendances and qualities of it. Chap.23. 
7 Conſideration of that which is contrary 10 it, or divers fromit. Chap.24. 
8 Of compariſons and ſimilitudes, whereby it may be moſt fly ſet forth ro w. Chap.2 5. 
9 Thetitles and names of the matter conſidered. Chap.26. 
10 Conſideration of fit teſtimonies of Scripture concerning our Theme. Chap.2 J. | 
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= T1. 15 not, I ſuppoſe, a more bold than profitable labetir, '|71;« pence: 
2P8 after the.endevours of ſomany contemplarive men,” to [anduſes of 
| reachthe Art of Meditation -: An heavenly buſineſſe, ag |M*4arion. 
SS, any belongeth: either to: man or Chriſtian ; and ſuch as. 
ISP | whereby the foule doth unſpeakably benefit it ſelfe. For 
ies by this doe weranfack our deep and falſe hearts, find out | 
Wet our fecter enemies; bickle with chem, expell them; arnie | 
feof or ſelves againft:their re-entrance. By this; 'we make uſe 
> 2K Of all good meanes, fit our ſelves toall good duties +, by 
a, 2-2... this weedifcry our weaknefſe, obraine redrefſe, prevent 
rentations, cheere up our ſalitarineſſe, temper our: occalions of delight, get mote 
j gr unto our knowledge,more heat ta our affections, more life toour deyotion. By 
this we grow.to be(as we are)ſtrangers upon'earth;;and;our of a right eſtimation of 
all carthly things, intoa ſiveer fruition of inviſible comports. By this, we ſee our Sas | 
VIOUr with 87evea,we talk-with God as Moſes.and by this weare raviſhed with bleſſed 
| Paul .into Paradiſe,and ſee that Heavenwhich wearelothto. leave, which wecintide | 
uſter.. This alone 1s theremedy of ſecurity andworldlineſſe; 'the paſtime of Sairits; 
thetagder DE NCAY ER, andinghorr, the beſt improvement of Chriſtianity. Leam&it 
why can, and [ncgt < it wholiſt ; he ſhallnevet findjopy neither in God nor inhim- 
{ife, which dethnot both, know and prattiſe it. Andhow-evet of old ſome hidden | | 
Cloyſters hays ingrofſed ittothemſelves,andconfined irwithin theiriCells, whoin- | wiichace 
decd profeſſing nothing bat. conrerhphtion, 'throagh rheir immunity from thoſe | uniuerlall roall 
cares which accampany.an.aQtiye life, ! mighthave'rhebeſt leiſtire to'this buſineſſes | Hens, 
yer ſeeing thepegs no man fo.takenup with ation, iasmnor ſometimes rohave a free} appropriaced | 
ming. and there <0 reaſonable mind fo fimple;ashbrt tobe able both to diſcourſe hb _ profel- 
lomewhat ang to. herter it ſelfe by her ſecrer'thoughrs;;Þdeeme it an etviouswrong| | 
to .conceale that fromany,. whaſe benefit niay be univerſall. Thoſe that have bur a | 
lirtle ſtock, had need ra know the beſt rales of thrift, 1 ie | | 
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Font] naw COMMIT! toi 113K Shox thekkt ; | X on and kinds 
| of Rene In of che mind upan ſame, ſpixituall pbjeR; through diyer of Mediration, | 
. difconrle, uncill our, thoughts come to an ifſve 3,and this mult ne 
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ther Extemporall, and occaſioned by outward occurrences offered to the mind ; or 
| deliberate, and ric, 9 wo of our owne heart: which againe is eitherin matrer of 
| Knowledge, for the finding out of ſome hidden truth, and convincing of an hereſje 
by profound traverſing of reaſon : or in marter of Aﬀection, for the enkjndling 
| of our love to God : the former of theſe rwo laſt, wee ſendingto the Schogtes and: 
\ Maſters of Controverſies, ſearch after the latter ; which is both of largeruſe, and 
| fach as no Chriſtian canrejeR, as cither unneceſſary » orover-ditficult : for, both 
1every Chriſtian had need of fire pur to his affetions, and weaker judgements are 
{ no lefſe capable of this divine hear, which proceeds nor fo much from reaſon, as 
{from faith. 
One faith (and I beleeye him) that Gods Schoole 15 more of AﬀeCtion, than Un. 

derſtanding : Both leffons very needfull, very profitable ; but for this age, eſpecial] y 
$ the latter:for if there be ſome that have much zeale, little knowledge, there are more 
thathaye much knowledge without zeale. Andhe that hath much sill, andno affe- 
&ioh, may doe good toothersby information of judgement, bur ſhall neyer have 
]thanke either of his owne heart, or of God, who uſeth not to caſt away his love cn 
Tthoſe,ofwhomhe is but knowne,not loved. o 
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heates - F Extemporall Mediration there. may bee much uſe, no rule: foraſmuch as 
Meditation | (= conceits herein vary according to the infinite multitude of objects, and 
| Excemporall. | * theixdivers manner of profering:themſelyes tothe mind; as alſo for the ſud- 
| denneſſe of this at.Man is placed in this Stage of the world,to view the ſeyerall na- 
| turesand aftions of the creature;to view them, not idly, withour his uſe, a5 they doe | 
him : God made all theſe for man, andman for his owne fake. Both theſe purpoſes 
were loſt, if man ſhouldlet rhe creatures pafſe careleſly by him, onely ſcene, not 
thought upon-:He only can make benefitof what heſces ; whichifhe doe not, it is 
all one, as ifhe were blind or bruit. Whence ir 15,that wiſe Saozmep putteth the ſſus- | 
| | 4" = ena the Ant;and our Saviour ſendeth thediſtruſtfyll rothe Lilly of 
e field, PAT 3 5 | 
In this kind'was that Meditationof the divine Pfalmiſt, which upon the view of 
theglorious frame of the Heavens, was led to wonder at the mercifull reſhet God 
hath to ſopoore a creature as man. Thusour Saviour tooke occaſion of the water | A 
ferchtup ſolemnly tothe Altar, from the Well of £/z/0, on the day of the great Yo- | 
| /aoeah,to meditate and diſcourſe of theWarer of life. Thus holy andſiveet Angyjtzze, 
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| from occaſion ofthe water-courſe neere to his lodging, running among the pebbles, 
| fomerimes more filently, ſometimes in abafermurmure, and ſometimes in a ſhrilter | 
note, entred intothe rhoughtand diſcourſe of that excellentorder which God hath | 
ſecledin all theſe iniferiour things. Thus that ſearied and heavenly foule of our late | 
| E/tge,when we ſate together andheard a ſweet confort of Muſicke,ſeerned upon this 
occalion carried up for the. time before-hand to the place of hisreſt, ſaying, not. 
| without ſome paſhon, What Muſicke may we think there is in heaven > Thus laſtly 
_ | (forwhoknowes not that examples of this kind are infinite? that faithfull and reve-. 
refid,Deerirg,when the Sun ſhinedon his face now lying on his death-bed,fe!llintoa' 
ſweer Meditationof the glory of God, and his approathing joy. The thoughts of 
this nature are not only lawfull;but ſo behovefall, that wee cannot omijir them, with- 
out neg'e&t of Gad, his creatures, our ſelves, The creatures are halfe loft, ifwe on cly 
employ them,nor.learne ſomethingof them.God'is wronged, if hisctearures betn- | 
regarded ; our ſelyes molt of all, 1f we reade this great voltime of the creatures! and 
'take out no leflon for our inſtruction. © a CE; 
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Cnas, IV. oo | 
F Herein yet caution isto bee had, that our Medications bee nor eicher 
f toofarre fercht, or favouring of ſaperſtition. Farre fetcht I call thoſe 
© which have not afaire-and eafie reſemblance unto the matter from | 
gs re ones - whence 
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Cautions of 


 Exremporall . | 
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\ Meditation, | 
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ploy ofr owne devices (though well grounded) to an uſe above. their reach; raking 
them, upon our owne pleaſures, not onely furtherances, but partsof Gods worthip. 


The eArt of Drvine Meditation. 


whence they are raiſed; in which caſe our thoughts prove looſe and heartlefſe, ma- 
king no memorable impretion in the mind. Snperſtirious, when we make choiſe of 
choſe grounds of Meditation, which are forbidden us as Teachers of Vanitie ;or im- 


in both which, our Meditations degenerate, and grow rather perillous to the foule. 
\Whereroadde, thatthe mind benot too much cloyed with too frequent iteration of 
che fame thought ; which at laſt breeds a wearinefſe in our ſelues, and an unplea- 
ſntneſſe of that conceit, which at the firſt entertainment, promiſed much del; git. 
Our nature 15 too ready to abuſe famiarity in any kind : anditis with Meditations, 
a5 with Medicines; which with over-ordinary ule, loſe their ſoveraignty ; and fil, 
inſtead of purging. God hath not {trajtedus for matter, having given us the cope of 
the whole world ; fo that there 1s no creature , eyent, a&tjon, ſpeech, which may not 
afford vs new matter of Meditation. And that which weare wontto ſay of fine wits, 
we may as truly afhrme of rhe Chriſtian heart, that itcan make uſe of any thing. 
Wherefore as travellers 13a foraine country make every {ight a leſſon ; fo ought we 
j5n thisour pilgrimage. T hou ſeeſt the heavenrolling above thine head, in a conſtant 
andunmovcable morion ; the ſtarres ſooverlooking one another, that the greateſt 
ſhew little, the leaſt greateſt, all gloriovs : the aire full of the bottles of raine, 
or flecces of fnow, or divers formes of fiery Exhalations : the Sea under one 
vniforme face, fullof ſtrange and monſtrous ſhapes beneath : the earth ſo adorned 
with variety ofplants, thatthou canſt not but tread on many at once with every 
foot ; beſides rhe ſtore of creatures, that flie about it, walke vpon ir, live in it. Thou 
idle Truant, doeſt thoulearne nothing of ſo many maſters? Haſt thou fo long read 
theſe capitall letters of Gods great Booke, and canſt thou not yet ſpell one word of 
them? The brate creatures ſee the ſame things, with as cleere, perhaps better ejes. 
Ifthine inwardeyes ſee not theiruſe, as well as thy bodily eies their ſhape, I know 
not whether is more reaſonable or lefle brutiſh. 
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Eliberate Medication is that we chiefly inquire for ; which both may bewell 
| Yenices and ſhall be not a lietle fixrthered by precepts ; part whereof the la- 

bours of others {hall yeeld us, and part the plaineſt miſtrefſe, Experience : 
wherein order requires of us firſt, the qualities of the perſon fit formeditation; then 
th? circumſtances, manner, and proceedings of the work. | 


The hill of Meditation may not be cllmbed with a profane foot ; bur as in the de- 
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Of Meditation | 
deliberate. 


Wherein firſt, 
the qualities of 
the petſon, 

Of whom 1s re- 


quired : Firſt, 


livery of the Law, fo here, no beaſt may touch Gods hill, leſt he die ; only the pure 
ofheart, haye promiſe to ſee God. Sin dimmeth and dazelcth the eye, that it can- 


thathe bee 
puic from bis 
18s, 


not behold ſpirituall things. The Guard ofheavenly Souldiers was about Eliſhaes ſer- 
vant before ; he ſaw them not before, through the ſcales of his infidelity. The ſoule 
muſt therefore be purged, ere ir can * obey meditate. And as of old chey were 
wont to ſearch for, and thruſt out malefa&ors from the preſence, ere they went to 
ſacrifice ; ſo muſt we our fins, ere we ofer our thoughts to God. Firſt, faith Darzd, 
[ will waſh my hands in innocency,. then I will compaſſe thine Altar. Whereupon 
not unfitly did that worthy Chancellour of Paris make the firſt {taire of his Ladder 
of Contemplation, Humble Repentance. The cloth that is white ( which is wont to 
be the colour of innocencie)1s capable of any Dye; the black, of none other. Not 
that werequire an abſolute perfeQtion;(which,as it is 1ncident ynto none, ſo if it were 
would exclud allnecd and uſe of Meditation) bur. rather an honeſt fincerity of the 
neart, not willingly ſinming, willingly repenting when. we have ſinned : which who 
{o finds1n himfelte, ler him-not think any weakneffe 2 lawfull barre to Meditation. 
He thar pleads this excuſe, 1s like ſome ſimple man, which being halfe ſtarved wirh 
co!d,rcfuſerh ro come neere the fire, becauſe he finderh not heat enough in himſelfe. 
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TheeA rt of Divine Meditation. 


CHAP YL 


 Secondly,chat 


Gun GH Nees: may the ſoule that hoperh to profit by meditation, fiffer it ſelfe for 


from worldly the time intangled withthe world ; which is all one, as to come to Gods fla- 
Fe romp ming buſhon the hill of viſions, withour ſhooes on our feet. Thou ſeeſt the 
bird, whoſe feathers are limed, unable totake her former flight : ſo are we, when our 
thoughts are clinged together by the world, to ſoare upto our heavenin Meditation. 
The paire of brothers muſt leave their nets if they will follow Chriſt ; E/2his oxen, 
if he will attend a Prophet. It muſt bea free anda light mind that can aſcend this 
Mount of Contemplation, overcomming this height, this ſteepneſle. Cares are zn 
heavy load, anduneafie : theſe muſt be laid downe at the bottome of this hill, if we 
ever looke toattaine the top. Thouart loaded with houſhold cares, perhaps pub- 
like ; I bid thee not caſt them away : even theſe have their ſeaſon, which thou canſt 
not omit without impiety : Ibid thee lay them downe at thy Cloſet dore, when thou | 
attempteft this worke. Let them in with thee, thou ſhalt find rhem troubleſome 
companions, ever diſtracting thee from thy beſt errand. 'T hou wouldelt think of 
heaven, thy Barne comes in thy way, or perhaps thy count-Booke, or thy Coffers, or 
it may be, thy mind 1s before hand travelling upon the morrowes journey. $0, while 
thouthinkeſt of many things, thou thinkeſt of nothing; while thou wouldeſt goe 
| many wayes, thou ſtandeſt ſtill. Andas ina crowd, while many preſſe forward at 
once thorow one doore, none proceedeth ; ſo when variety of thoughts rumultu- 
ouſly throng in upon the mind, each proyetha barre tothe other, ar.dallan hinde- 
ranceto him that entertaines them. 


— 


———. 


Cray. VII. 


RS Nd asour Clyent of Meditation muſt both be pure and free in undertaking 

he beconſtant* A this taske, ſoalſo conſtant in continuing it ; Conſtant both in time and in mat- 

and thar, Firſt, | a» A. ter, both in a ſet courſe and houre reſerved for this worke, and in an ugwea- 
nine |riedproſecurionof it once begun. Thoſe that meditate by ſnatches and uncertaine 
fits, when onely all other employments forfake them, or when good motions are 
thruſt upon them by neceſſity, ler them never hope ro reach to any perfection. For 
theſe feeble beginnings of luke-warme grace, which are wrought in them by one fit 
of ſerious Meditation, are ſoone extinguithed by intermiſſion, and by miſ-wonting 
periſh : This dates meale (though large and liberall) ſtrengthens thee not for to mor- 
row : the body languiſheth, if rhere be nor a daily ſupply of repaſt. Thus feed thy 
| ſoule by meditation. Set thine houres and keepe them, and yeeld not toan caſie 
diſtrattion. There 15 no hardneſle in thispractice, bur in the beginning ; uſe ſhall give 
1enot caſe onely, butdelight. Thy companion entertaineth thee this while in lo- 
ving diſcourſes, or ſome inexpected buſineſſe offers to interrupt thee. Never any 
good worke ſhall want ſome hinderance : Either breake thorow the lers, except it be 
with incivilitie or loffe ; or if they be importunate, pay thy ſelfe the time that was un- 
ſcaſonably borrowed ; and recompence thine omitted houres with the doyble labors 
ofanother day : For thou ſhalt find, that deferring breeds ( beſide the loffe ) anin- 
| difpoſition to good ; Sothat what was before pleaſant to thee being omitted, tO 
| Morrow growes harſh; the next day unneceffary ; afterward odious. Today thou 
canſt, bur wilt nor ; ro morrow thou couldeſt,but liſteſt not ; thenextday thou nei- 
ther wilt nor canſt bend thy mindon theſe thoughts. So I have ſeene friends that 
upon neglect of duty grow overly : upon overlineſſe ſtrang; upon ſtrangnefſe tout- 
ter defiance. Thoſe, whoſe very trade is Divinity, (me thinks) ſhould omit no day 
without his line of Meditation : thoſe which are ſecular men, not manye remem- 
bring that they have a common calling of Chriſtianity toatrend, as well a5a ſpecial! 


{ vocation inthe world : and that other being more noble and import 11ſt] 
challeng both often and diligent ſervice. . ey WP 
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The eArt of Divine eMeditation. 


ALL 


Caan. VIII. 


| GE DANI | 
& Ndas this conſtancy requires thee to keepe day with thy [elfe,unles thoti wite-| _ _ © ,, 
Aew* bankrupt in good exerciſes ; {o alſo that thy mind ſhould dwell vpog "oh ps ina | 
the ſame thought withour flicting, withour wearinefſe, uncill ir have anil.g | inthe contin» | 
to ſone ifſie of ſpirituallprofic : otherwiſe ir artempteth much,  efeReth nothing. |, | 
What availeth it to knockatthedoore of the hearc, if wedepart ere wehavean anſirer? | ol 
What are wethe warmer, if we paſſe haſtily along by the heart, 'and ſtay not 'arir? na 
Thoſe that doe only travell thorow Africke, become not blackmoores:butthoſewhich 
areborne there, thoſe charinhabite there. 'We account thoſe damofels roo light of 
their love, which berroth chemfelyes upon the firſt fight, upon the firſtmorion:and 
thoſe we deeme of muh price, which require longand earneſt ſolliciting. He decei- 
yeth himſelfe that wy povren! rag lo cafity wonne ; there muſt bemuch ſait and im- 
portnnitie, cre it will yeeld to our defies: Not that: we call for a perpetuity of 
{this Jabour of Medirition; Humane frailtie could never beare ſo great atoyle. No- 
thingunder heayen is-capableofa continuall morionwithour complaint.Itis enough 
forthe glorified [pirits aboye, tobe euer thinking andneyer weary. The mind of 
manis of a ſtrang merall;ifit be notuleg, it ruſterh; ifuſed hardly itbreaketh : briefly | 
is ſooner dufled than ſatisfied with a continuall Medication. Whence it came to paſſe 
| that thoſe ancient Monkes, who intermedled bodily labour with their concemplati- 
ons,proved ſo excellent inthis divine bufinefſezwhen thoſe at this day, which having 
mewed and mured up themſelyes from the world, ſpend themſelves wholy upon 
cheirBeads, and Crucifix, pretending no other worke but Meditation, have, cold 
hearts roGod,and tothe world ſhew nothing but a dullſhadow of deyorion:for. that 
if the thoughts oftheſc latter were asdivine as ory are ſoperſititious,yerbeing,with- 
out all interchangableneſſe bent upon the ſame diſcourſe,che mind muſt needs grow 
weary, the thoughts remiſſe and langurſbing;the objets tedious : while the other re- 
freſhed themſelves with this wile variety, employing the hands, while they called 
ofthe mind, as good Comadians fo mix their parts, thar the pleafantnefſe of the 
one, may temper the auſtereneſſeof the other 3 whereuponthey gained borh enough 
to the body, and tothe foule more than if ir had beene all the while buſied. 
Beſides, the excellency ofthe object lecreth this aftiduity ofMeditarjon, which is. | 
fo glorious, rhatlike unto the Sunne, ir may abide to have an eye caſt up coir fora 
while, will not be gazed upon +; whoſoener venrureth fo farre, loſeth both his 
hope andhis wits. If we holdwith thatbleffed Monica, that fuch like cogitations are 
the food of the mind, yet even the mindalfo harh her ſatiety, and may ſurfer of roo 
much. It ſhall be ſufficient therefpre, rhac weperſever in our Meditation, withour 
any fach affeftation of perpetuity, and leave withour alight ficklenefſe ; making al- 
wayes notour Houreglafſe, but ſome competent increaſe of our deyorion, the mea- 
ſure of our continuance ; knowing, that as for Heaven, fo for our purſuit of grace, ir 
ſhall ayaile us little rohaye begun well, -without perfeverance, and withall thac the 
ſoule of man isnot alwayes inthe like diſpoſition: but ſometimes is longer in ſetling, 
through ſome unquietneſle; or more obſtmare diſtration; ſometimes heavier, and 
ſomerimes more ative, and nimble todiſparch. * Gerſez whole authority I rather | , £,,.... 
uſe, becauſe our adverſaries,diſclaime him for theirs) protefleth, he hath beene ſome- | juſt quarrel! a- | 
times foure houres rogether working his heart, ere he could frame it ropurpoſe. A | gi his br | 
ſingular pattetne ofunwearied conſtancy, of an unconquerable ſpirir;whom his pre-| Tee ry 
ſent, unfirneſſe did not fo much diſconrage,/as itwhetted him to ſtrive with himſelfe 
nill he could overcome. And ſurely other victories are hazzardous, this certaine, if 
we will perſiſt toſtrive : other fights areupon hope,this upon aſfirrance; whiles our 
ſucceſſe deperdeth upon the promiſe of God, which cannor difapoint us. Perſiſt! 
thzrefare, and prevaile : perſiſt till thou haſt prevailed : fo that which thou beganſt 
with difficulcie, ſhall end in comfort. © © | | 


Cann, 


JheeArtof Divine Meditation. 


Cran, Ik. | 


| Mediimion. 


fac Ciccrn| Rom thi qualities of the Perſon, wedelcend towards the aGtion'it ſelfe £where | 
| fanceof " firſt we meet with thoſe circumſtances: which are neceſſary for-our predifpofi- | 
& tion tothe worke ; Place, Time,Site of the body, © ©1t ht | 
at herein, | - Sokztarimeſſe of Place 15 fitteſt for Meditation.” Retire thy ſelfe from others, it thou 
Firſt of the wouldſtalke profitably with thy (elfe. | SoTeſus medirates alone in the Mount, 1{2- 
Fn | ecin the fields, Joh: Baptiſt in the Deſart, 'Dovidon his bed, Clryſaitome in the Barh, 
_ _ | eachiin ſeverall places ; butall folitary. There is no place free from God, none ro 
which heis more tied; one finds his Cloſet moſt conyenient, where his eyes being | | 
limited by the knowne walls, call the mind after a ſort from wandring abroad, As. 
| nother finderh his ſoule more free, when; it-beholdeth his heaven aboye and abour'z 
him. It mattersnot ſo we be ſolitary and filent. It was a wittie and djuine ſpeech of 
Bernard, that the Spouſeof the'foule, Chriſt Teſns, -1s baſhfall, -neither willingy.| | 
| commeth to hisBride in thepreſence of a multitude. And henceis that ſweer my | 
| cation which wefind of her: Core, ay welbeloved, letws got forth into the fields : bet | | 
lodge is the villages : Let us goenearly3o the Vines : let ws ſee if the Vine flowriſh, whetherix 
beth diſcloſed the firff Grape, or whether the Pomegranates bloſſcave ;there nil 1 give thee. ny 
love. Abandon therefore all worldly ſocietie,thatthon mayeſt change it for the com 
pany of God andhis Angels ; the fociety, I fay, of the world; not outward only, 
but inwardalſo. There bemany that ſequeſter themſelves fromthe viſible company 
| of men, which yet carry a world within 'them.; who being alone in body,are haunred| 
 witha throng of fancies : as Terozre, in his wildeſt Defart, found himſelfe roooftin| 
his thoughts amongſt the dances, ofthe Roman Dames, This company 15s worſe than 
| the other: foritis more poſlible for ſome thoughtfullmento havea folirary mindin the 
| mideſt of a market, than for a man thusdiſpoſed tobe alone in a wilderneſfe.Both com- 
 pamesare enemies eo Meditations : whither tendeth'rhar ancient counſell of a great | | 
Maſter in this Art, of three things requifite tothis buſineſſe, Secyecie, Silence, Reſt: | | 
| whereofthe firſt excludeth company, the ſecond noiſe, the third motion. It cannot | 
be ſpoken how ſubje&t we are in thisworke, to diſtraction, like Sglomezs old man, 
whom the noiſe of eyery hird wakeneth : ſenſuall delights wee are not drawne from| 
with thethree-fold cords of Indgement; but our ſpiricuall pleaſures are cafily hindered. 
Make choice therefore of that place, which ſhall admit the feweſt occafions of with- 
drawing thy ſoule from good thoughts :wherein alſo even change of places is ſome- 
what prejudiciall; and I know not howit falls out,that we find God neererus in the 
| place wherewe have beene accuſtomed fatniliarly to meet him : not for thar his pre- 
ſence 1s confined to one place above others, but that our thoughts are, through cu- 
{tome more eaſily gathered tothe place where we haye ordinarily converſed with him. 
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Cu A p. X. 


Ne Time cannot be preſcribed toall : for neither is God bound to houres, 
| Sccondly, of neither doth the contrary diſpofitionof men agree in one choyce of oppot- 
| ": tunities : the golden houres of the morning ſome find fitteſt forMeditation; 
when the body newly raiſed, is well calmed with his late reſt,and the fſoule hath not 
as yet had from theſe outward things any motives of alienation, Others find it beſt 
io learne wiſdome of their reines in the night ; hoping with Iob, that their bed will 
bring them comfort 1n their Meditation 3 when both all other thin es are ſtill, and 
themſclves,weatied with theſe earthly cares,doe out of a contempt of them, prow in- 
to greater hking and love of heavenly things. Ihave ever found 1ſaecs time fitteſt, 
who went out in the evening, to meditate, No precepr, no praiſe of others can 
preſcribe to us in this circumſtance. Ir ſhall be enough, that firſt we ſer our ſelves 
atime : ſecondly, that we ſer apart that time, wherein wee are apteſt for this ſervice: 
| And as no rime is prejudiced with unfitneſſe, bur every day is without diffe- 
rence ſeaſonable for this worke, ſo eſpecially Gods Day. No day is barrcn of 


Ee ng | | _ grace 


| rhe time. : 


et 
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The eArt of Divine eMeduation. 
Taceto the ſearcher of it, hone alike fruitfullto this ; which being by God nar. 
* co himſelfe, and to be ſanftified by us to God, is priviledged with "Fe hor ion 
others : forthe plentifull inſtruction of that Day ſticreth thee up to this ation, ang | 
fills thee with matter ; andthe zealeofthy publike ſervice warmerh thy heart rothi, | 
other buſineſſe of devotion. No Manna fell to the Iffaclites on their Sabboth ; Our 
fpirituall Manna falleth on ours, moſt frequent : if thon wouldft have a full foule 
ather as it falls, gather it by hearing, reading, meditation : ſpirituall idlenefſe is a 
Euule this Day, perhaps not lefſe chan bodily worke. 
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Caare. XI, 
Ofthe Sire 


Either is there lefle variety in the Sire and geſture of the body : the due com- | «ndgefture of | 
N poſednefſe whereof 15no lictle — to this exerciſe;even in our {ſpeech _ 
 V to God, we obſerve not alwayes one and the fame poſition;ſometimes we fal 
groyeling On our faces z ſometimes we bow our knees : ſometimes ſtandonour 
feet ; ſometimes we lift up our hands, ſometimes caſt downe our eyes. God isa 
Spirit, who therefore being a ſeyere obſeryer of the difpoſition of the ſoule, is nor 
ſcrupulous for the body z requiringnot ſo much, that the geſture thereof ſhould bee 
uniforme, as reverent. No marvell therefore though in this all our teachers of Medi- 
ration have commended ſeyerall pofitionsof body, according to their difpofir ion 
and practice. * One, fitting with the face rurnedupto heayen-ward, according to 
the precept of the philoſopher, who raught him, that by ſitting andreſting,themind |+ go, 
eathereth wiſdome. * Another, leaning to ſome Reſt, rowards the left fide, for | 
the greater quieting of rhe heart. * A third, ſtanding with the eyes lift up to |* Glier.Pwif 
Heaven, bur ſhut, for feareof diſtrattions. But of all other (me thinketh ) 1ſaves |, 
choycethe beſt, who meditated walking, In thislet every man be his owne maſter ; |, pol 
ſobe we uſe that frame of body that may both teſtifie reyerence and in ſome caſes 
help to ſtirre up further devotion; which alſo mult needs be yaricd according to the 
matter of our Meditation. Ifwe think of our finnes, 4hebs ſoft paſe, the Publicans 
dejeted eyes, and his hand beating his breſt, are moſt ſcaſonable. Ifof the joyes of 
heaven, Steves countenance fixedabove,and Devids hands lift up on high, aremoſt 
fitring. In all which, the body, as it is the inſtrument and yaſfall of the ſoule, ſowill 
eaſily follow the affections thereof; and in tnith then is our devotion moſt kindly, 
when the body is thus commanded his ſegviceby the Spirit, andnor ſuffersdto goe 
before it, and by his forwardneſſe toprovoke hismaſter ro emulation. | 
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of Meditation : which muſt be Divine and Spirituall ; not evill, norworldly, | Pn | 


O the Carnall and unprofitable thoughts of men!We all meditate ; one, how 
ro doe ill to others; another, how to doe ſome carthly good to himſelte.: another, 
ro hurt himſelfe, under a colour of good, as how. to accomplith his lewd defires, the 


fulflling whereof proveth the bane of the ſoule ; how he may finneunſeene,and gae | 


N Ow time andorder call us from theſe circumſtances, tothe matter& ſubje& |ofthomme: 
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to hell with the leaſt noiſe ofthe world. Or perhaps, ſomeherter mindes bend their | 
thoughts upon the ſearch of naturall things; the motions of every heaven, and of 
every ſtarre;thereaſon and courſe of the chbingand flowing of the Sea;the manifold 
|E| kinds of ſimples that grow out of the carth, andcreatures that creepe upon it ; with 
all their ſtrange qualities, and operations. Or perhaps, the (eyerall formes of go- 
vernment, and rules of State take up their buſic heads : fo that while they would be, 
| acquainted withthe hoe works, they are ſtrangers at home, and while thy ſecke to 
| | know all other things, they remaine unknowne of themſelves. The God that made 

| them, the vileneſle of ther nature, the dangeroftheir ſinnes, the multitude of heir | 
imperfetions, the Saviour that boughr chem, the Heaven that he boughtforthem, | 


are in the mean? time as unknowne, as oaregarded, as if they were not. 6. 
| 4. - 8 CE 
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The eArtof Divine Mediation. | 

"Thus doe fooliſh children ſpend their time andlabout, in turning over leaves to | 
[1 Boe matornnd not at- ding id matter under rheir hands. We | 
looke for paintedbabes, nor atall reſpeFing the ſold watrer unde: hands. We 
fooles, when will we be wiſe, and turningour.eyes frotn vanity, with that ſweer Sin- 
| ger of Iſracl, make Gods ſtatutes our ſong and meditation 1n the houſe of our pil- 
| grimage ? "y dy..5 PT RT TO Ry Op TM ORETT'T 4 RItr bf SE 03070 BY 

Earthly things profer themſelyes with 1miportumrie. Heayenly things. muſt with 

importunitiebe fued to. Thoſe, if they were notſo lictle worth, would not be {o for- 
{ ward, and being forward, need not any Meditation to folicite them: Thele, by how 
{ much more hard they are tointreat, by ſo much more,precious they are being obraj- 
| ned; and therefore worthier our indevour, Asthen we cannot goe amite, fo long 3s 
| we keepe our ſelves 1h the tracke of Divinitie z while the ſoule is taken up Wi th the 
| thoughts either of cheDeity in his effence, and perfons (fparingly yet in thispoint, 
and more ita faith and admiration than inquirie) or ef his attributes, his Iuſtice, Pow- 
| er, Wiſdome, Mercy, Truth ; or ofhis workes, inthe creation, preſervation. gov erh- 
| mentofall things; according to the Plalmiſt, Twill meditate of the beantie of thy glori- 
| 0u5 Majeſtic, and thy wonderfull workss : 10, molt direftly in our way, and beſt fitting 
{our exerciſe of Meditation, are thoſe matters in Divinitte, which can. moſt -of all 
|worke compun&ion in thehearr, and moſt ſtirre usup todeyotion. 'Of which kind 
are the Meditations concerning Chriſt Tefus our Mediator,his Incarnation,Miracles, 
| Life, Paſſion, Burall, Reſurrection, Aſcention, Intercefion, the benefit of our Re- 
| demption, the certaintie of our Election, the graces and proceeding of our Sanctifi- 
{caion, our glorious eſtate, in Paradiſe loſt in our firſt Parents, @ur preſent vilenes, 
! our inclination to ſinne, our feyerall aCtuall-offences, the tentarions and ſleights of 
evill Angells, the uſe of the Sacraments, nature and practice of Faith and Repen- 

tance : the miſeriesof our life, 'with the frailtie of it ; thecertaintie anduncertaintie (C 
of our death, the gloryaf Gods Saintsabove, the'awfullnefſe of Indgement, the ter | * 
rours of hell, and rhe reſt of ths oy : wherein both iris fic cohaye;variety( for | | 
that eveathe ſtrongeſt ſtomackdoth not alwaies delight inone diſhJand yer foto. 
change, that our.choyce may be free from wildnefſe and incenſtancie, .. 
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Th order of Ow after that we have thus orderly ſuired the perſon and his qualities, with 
che wo keir | N the due circumſtencesof time,place,diſpoſition of body,and fitbſtance of the 

matter diſcuſſed, 1 know not whatcan remaine, beſides the maine buſineſſe 
it ſelfe,and the manner anddegrees of our proſecution thereof ; which above all o- 
ther calleth for an intentive Reader, and reſolute praftice. Wherein that we may 
avoid allnicenefle and obſcuritie(fince we ſtrive toprofit )we will givedirection for 
rhe Entrance, Proceeding, Concluſion of this Divine worke. 


_ "I 
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| CG H A P, X IV. | 
Fett wire \ Goodly building nuſt ſhew ſome magnificence in the gate ; and great perſo- 


nages have ſeemely Vihers to goe beforc them;who by their uncovered heads 
command reverence and way. Even very Poets of old had won, before their 
Ballads to implore the aid of their gods. And the Heathen Romans entrednot upon 
| = common {any publike civill buſinefſe, withoura ſolemne apprecarion-of good ſucceffe : How 
which is much lefſe ſhould aChriſtiandare toundertake a ſpiritnall worke offich Importance, 
Prayer. *|nothaving crayed the affiſtance of his God ? which (methinks ) js no lefle, than ro 
| profefſe he could doe well without Gods leave. When we think vill, it is from our 
ſelves : when good, from God. As Prayer isour ſpeech toGod, ſo is each good Me- 

ditation (according to Berward) Gods ſpeech to the heart : The heart muſt ſpeake to 
Ged, thatGod may ſpeake toit. Prayer therefore and Medirarian,” are as thoſe fa- 
mous Twinnes1n the ſtory,'oras' Two loving Turtles, whereof ſeparate one, the o- 
ther languiſherh. Ai ONT ITOM - ” 


Prayer maketh way for Meditation. Meditation giveth matter, ſtrength,& life ro 
= po IHE * our 


| 


Th:Artof Divine Meditation. 
ourprayers. By which, as all other things are fanRified to us, ſo we are fan&ifed io? 
all holly things. This is as ſomeroyall Eunuch to perfume and drefſe our ſoules, that 
they may be fit to converſe with the King of Heayen, | : aha! 

But theprayer that leadeth in Meditation would not be long, requiring rather that 
the extenſion andlengrh ſhould be pur into the vigour and Fepencke of it; forthatiis 
| not here ;nrended ro be the principall buſineſle, bur ati introdudti on to ano cher:and 
nootherwiſe, than as a Portall to this building of Meditation : The matterwheregf 
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| ſhall be, thatthe courſe of our Meditation may be gage aright and blefſed; that all 
diſtractions may be avoided; our iudgement enlig 


brned, our inventions quickned, 


our wills re&iffed, our affeftions whetted to heavetily things, our hearts enlarged to 
Cod-ward, our devotion-enkindled; fo that we may Fn Jy gedl 


bo 


our graces thriyen, our foules and lives every way.bettered by this exercilc. 


ptions abated, 


ts 


— 


- Cnare. XV. 


5 Uchis the common entrance into this worke : there is another yet more Par | Particularand# 
ticular and proper; wherein the mind, recolleCting it ſelfe, maktth choyce of | 219peren- 
that Theme or matter whereupanat will beſtow it ſelfe forthepreſenc; ſetling cre 
it ſelfe on that which it hathchoſen : which is done by an inward inquiſition made |isin our choyce 
into our heart, of what we both doe, and ſhould think upon : rejecting whatis un- OWE 
expedient and unprofitable: In both which, the Soule, like unto ſome noble Hawke, 
ers paſſe the Crowes, and Larkes,and fuch other worthleffe Buds that croſit her way 
and ſtoopeth upon a Fowle of price; worthy of her flight : after chis manner. 
hat wils thou muſe upon, O my ſoule * chouſeeſt how little it availeth thee ro wander and 
roue about in uncertainties:thou findeft how little favovr there is in theſeearchl things,where 
with thou baft wearied cby ſelfe, Trouble not thy felfe any longer (with Mart a) aboat the _ 
manyand m—_ e thoughts of the world: None but haavenly things can afford thee comfort : 
up then, my ſoule, and minde thoſe things that are above, whence thy ſelfe art : Among all 
which wherein ſhouldeFt thow rathtr medizate than of the life and glory bf Gods Saints 2 4 
worthyer imployment thu canft never find, than t0 thinke upon that effate thou ſhals once poſe 
ſeſſe, and now deſoref. Fa a, | 


| A 
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| Itherro the extrance; after which, our Meditation muſt proceed in due. or- | The procee- | 
He not troubledly, not prepoſterouſlly : It begins in the underſtanding, opp aoconl 
A cndeth in the affe&ion ; It begins in the braine, deſcends to the heart ; Be- 
gins on earth, aſcends to Heaven; Nor ſuddenly,bur by certaine ſtaires and degrees, 
till we come to the higheſt. yo EW PR 
I have found a ſubrill ſcale of Meditation, admired by ſome Profeflors of this Art, | aw therein a 
above all other humane devices, and farre preferred by them tothe beſt direftions | Mcthod allow- 
of Origes, Auſten, Berwgrd,Hugo Bondwentare, Gerſon, and whoſoever hath beene repy- | 2! —_ 
red of greateſt perfection in this skill. The ſeverall ſtares whereof (leſt I ſhould [by us 
ſeeme to defraud my Reader through walg Senn willingly deſcribe, were it nor 
that I feared, to ſcarte him rather with the danger of obſcuritie, from venturing fur- 
ther upon this ſo worthy a buſinefle : yet leſt any man perhaps might complaine of 
an unknowne lofſe, my Margent ſhall | — py trmpmuntamgwmiat—————n——s — 
find roome for that which I hold tov | The Scale of Meditation of an Author, 
knottie my m or EX ancient, but nameleſle, 
* Inall which, (after the incre- | ER wy 
6 ible date ow of ſome pra-| Deyyoe Aga 
itioners) I doubt not but an'or-| , 9;:: chinkKe. = 
_ Reader wi eaſily eſpie a Sbvifun. $VVhar] ſhould think. _ 
ouble fault at the leaſt, Darkweſſt - JA repelling of what I ſhould not, 
and Coincidence : that they are ele | 5 Evra 3 inks,” 
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The eArtof Divinge Meditation. | 
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t90 obſcurely delivered, and that \ : Spe 


divers of them fall into other, rot Of what moſt Qexpedient. 
without ſome yaine ſuperfluitie. For | "Ecomely. 
this part therefore which-concer-|  . * Degreesofproceeding inthe wn- 
neth the vnderſtanding, has racer oy 0 on. 75> 
to require only a deepe rmeſ - GAn .aftuall thinking-upon «| 
(c onſederation 0 che thing propom- þ og ER: matter cleficd. iS UPON The 
ded : which ſhall bee done ifwe fol- -:+-1 Kh ene Conthnmtacction, of 
j low 1T 1n our diſcourſe, .through | 5 Conf wabott and _ rhe ſame,ciltic be tully knowne 
| all, or the principall of thoſe places | va $940 "qe 
which natural! reaſon dorh afford 6 Attention. bor ar . —_— Ka = ug 
us: wherein, let no man pleade ig- aig a 
norance, or feare difficultie : weare | N clearing of the thing conſidered 
| all rhus fare borne Lopicians ; ne1- FER by fimilitudes, 
ther is rhere, inthis, ſo much need \/ © + CAn extending the thing conſidered 
of skill, as of induſtrie. In which | 8 Traftatien.s to other points, where all quetti- 
courſe yer, wee may not be too ct CET ons of doubrs are diſcuſſed. 
rious, in'a preciſe ſearch of EVETIC Diabetic $2 cltimarion of the worth of the 
place and argument, without omit- | 9 ZJa6c@imy 1; handled, 
ſion of any (though to bee fetchr| . 
in with racking the invention. )For | 16 Cenſarion. 
as the mind, if ir goe looſe and with-| - EO RIG 
our rule, roVes to no purpoſe ; ſo if | Ls, Aſad and ſcrious Meditation of al] 
it be too much fettered, with the | 2! Ruminatione< | the former, till it. may Worke vp. 
: , +. x | on rhe affections, 
gieves of {tri& regularitie , moverh: 
nothing at all. Ws From here to the degrees of aſſed jon. 
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A confirmation of the eſtimation 
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of I would premoniſh my Reader, conceming this firlt part, which is in the 
underſtanding. Firſt, that I defire not to binde every man fo the fame uni- 
forme proceeding in this part : PraGtiſe and cuſtome may pert:aps have taught other 
courfes more familiar, and nor lefſe dire&. If then we can, by any other method, 
| worke in our hearts ſo deepe an apprehenſion of the martcr mediated, as ir may 
| duly ſtirre the affe&ions, it is that only we requre. ; | 
Secondly, that whoſever applieth himſelfe to this direGtion, think him notneceſ- 
ſanly tied to the proſecution of all rheſe Lopicall places, which he finderh in che| 
ſequell of our Treatiſe, fo as his Meditation ſhould be lame and imperfect without 
the whole number : for there are ſome Themes will not beare all theſe ; as when we 
meditate of God, there 1s no roome for Cayſes or Compariſens, and others yeeld them 
with ſuch difficultie, that their ſearch, interrupterh the chiefe worke intended. It 
ſhall be ſufficient, if we take the moſt pregnant, and molt vohntary. 

Thirdly,that when we ſticke in the difpoſition ofany the places following (as if, 
meditating of Sizne, I cannot readily meet with the Materiol/and Formal] Cauſes, or 
ic Moy of it) we racke not our mindes too much with the inquiry thereof 
which were to ſtriaze more for Logique, than deyotion : but without too much di- 
ſturbance of our thoughts, quietly paſſe oyer to the next. If we breake our tecth 
with the ſhell, we ſhall find ſmall pleaſure in the kemell. $f | 

Now then for that my only feare is,leſt this partof my diſcourſe ſhall ſceme oyer- 
perplexed unto the unlearned Reader; I willin this whole proceſſe, ſecond my rule 
' with his example, that ſo what might ſeeme obſcure in the one, may by the other 


be explained; and the ſame ſteps he ſeech me rake in this, he may accordingly tread 
| in any other Theme, | 


j our fy ye 
in rhe firſt parr 
of Melitation, 


Premonitions | « © | .. .. | . 
Lonconi E Rel enter therefore intoany particular trafation, there are three things wher- 


| 


Cuar. 
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The eAri of Divine «Mediuation. 


| Cuar. KVIIL | 
| . The praftice of | 


w—Alrſt therefore -it ſhall be exp:dicnt to conſider ſeriouſly, what the thing is | Meditarica 
Ht wtecrcofer meditate. WOT: | herein, Fil | 
| what then,0 myſoale, is the life of the Saints, whereof zhou ſtudieſt * who are the_; | ſome deſcripe. | 
Saints, bas thoſe which having beene weakly holy upon earth, are perfeRly holy ab1ve 2 which WP po thar wee | 
Jeves on earth wereperfeRly holy in their Saviour, now are ſo ; x chem clues? mhich overcom- cave of, 
| ming on earth, are truely canonized in Heaven ? what isrher life, bat thit blefſed eftate a. | 
{bove, wherein their glorifiedſoule bath afull fruition of God? ; = 
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Cnar. XIX. | 
Secondly, fol- 


He nature whereof, after we have thus ſhadowed out to our {&lves by ade- [fa age 

t | ſcription, not curious alwayes, and exattly famed according to the rules of | and voluncary 
AM. Arr, bur ſafficient for our owne conceir; the nexris (if it ſhall ſeeme necd- |{ivon ofthe 

|full or if the matter will beare, or offer it) ſome caſic and yoluncarie diviſion, where |rarcd. = 
{by our wo ſhall haye more roome made for then, and our proceeding ſhall be 
[more diſtinct. oe | 
There ts alife of nat ure when thou ny ſoule,dwelleft in this body ,andinformeſt thine earth- | 
ily burchen. There is life of grace, when the Spirit of God dwells in thee. There ic a life of glory | 
| whenthe "y being united to thee, bothſhall be ontredgo God: or when,inthe meane time, be. 

ng ſeparaxedfrom thy companion, thou enjoyeſt Gad aloue. This life of thine therefore, as the 
other bath bis apes, bath hu flatures;for it entreth upon his birth, when thou pid eft out of thy 
body, changeſt this earthly houſe for an Heavenly ; It emers into bis full vigor, whan at the | 
| 4.zy of the common reſurretion,thoureſumeſt rhis thy companion, waliketo it ſclfe like to thee, 
{like to thy Saviour, immortal now, and glorious. Inthit life bere maybe degrees-there canbe 
| 20 Imperſeition, If ſomebe lHke the Skte, others like the Starres, yer all ſhine. If ſome fit ax their 
Saviours right hand,others at his left a are bleſſed. If ſome veſſels hold more, all arefull, none 
complaineth of want, none envieth him chat bath more, | 
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w YF Hich done, it ſhall be requiſit for our perfeder underſtanding, and for |?;.nofthe 
V , / che laying grounds of matter for our affetion, to carry it thorow thoſe o_ thereof 
- in 5 


other principall places, and heads of reaſon, which nature hath raughe [34 


oy man, both for knowledge and amplificarion : the firſt whereof are the Coxſes, 
of all ſorts. F | 

| whence is thiseternal life, but from him which enely is cternallywhich only is the fountaine 
| of Life, yea life it ſelfe? who but theſame God that gives our temporal life giveth alſo that eter- 
nall? The Father befleweth it, the Sonne meriteth it, the holy Ghoſt ſeales and applieth ie. Ex- | 
| ef it onely from him, O myſoule, whoſe free elefion gave thee the firſttitle to ig $0 be purcha- 
ſed by the bloud of thy Saviour, For thou ſhalt nos therefore be W 12k becauſe he ſaw that thou | 
wouldſt be good ; bus therefore art thou good, becauſe he hath ordained,ghou ſhalt be happy. He 
vath ordained thee to life, be bath given thee a Saviour to givesbwhife unto thee. faith whereby | 
thy mighteſt attaine tothis Saviour ; his Word, by which thou mightſt attaine to this fatth , 
wat itthere in this net his 2 And yet not his ſo fumply,as that it « withoat thet : wichout thy 
merite indeed; not without ghine at. Thos liveſt here.through his bleſſing, but by bread, 
hes ſhalt Itve above through big mercy, bat by thy faith below, apprevending the Author of 
£99 life. And yet 55 he will not ſave thee without thy faith, ſo thou canſt never bave faith Wi the 
out big gift. Lookeup t6 him therefore O my ſonle as rhe beginner and finiſher of chy ſalvation; 
and while chou magnifi:ſ} che Awhar, be raviſbed with the glory of che worke : which farre | 
þ1ſſerh both the tongue of Angels,and the htart of yan. It can be no good thing that is not there 
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Hog can they want water, that have tha ſpringihere God is enjoyed, in whom only aft thing. \ 
| by good,what good can be wanting? And what perfefFion of bliſe is there, where all goodnes #s 
4 SSC S » ” : = oO | | 
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met and united 2 In thypreſence is fulneſſe of Joy, and at thy right hard are pleaſures | 
fot evermore. 0 bleſſed refleSion of glory LWe ſee there, as we are ſeen inthas we are ſcene 
it our glory ; infhar we ſee, 1t Gods glory ; therefore doth he goon; chat our ployy 

| ſhowld.be to bis, How-worthy art. thou, © Lord, that through us thou ſbouldeſt looke ag t by 
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| Tis place ſhall be the fruite and effe#, following uponrthelt ſeverall cau- 
4 1 RE CONIt- | 


| ſes: which a!ſoatfords very feeling and copious matterto our meditation : 

Fruits and E= | whereii, it {{:all be everbaſt, not fo much to ſeeke forall, as ro chuſe our the 

_  chiefeſt. orc ee FW ECT Ae | 

| | Mo marvell then if froz2 this glory proceed unſpeakable joy,andfrom thwjoy the ſweet ſings 

'Þ 0 fproiſe and thanksgiving.7 © Spirit bids ms whenwe are merry ſing : How much more then, 
ky 


eration of the}. 


enWe are meryy withez: all mixture of | rrowp,beyond all meaſure of our earthly affetions, 


» ' 


| ſballwe ng joyfwl Halleku-jabs and Hoſannahs to him that dwellech 3n the bigheft Heavens! 

| 037 FRE 4 beſofull, that we.cannos chuſebut pas, and we cannot but ſing melodiouſly. 
There no iarin this Maſicke ,notnd of thes ſong,O bleſſed change of che Saints ! They doe no- 

thing but weepe below and now nothing bus ſing above. we ſowed ir rears, reape inioy ; there 

was ſore comfort in theſe teares, when they were ar worſt, but tbere js no danger of omplaint 

in this heavenly mirth.If we cannot ſing herewith Angels,On catth peace, yet chere we ſhall 

hug with them Glory toGod on high ; ad io FA 

cle 


oyning our voyces 80 theirs, ſhall make up that 
ftiall conſort ,which none can either beare or beare pars in, and nos behappy. 
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and. : . 
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| | 2b Cnar XXII. R 
; Confderati-| \ of Fter which comes to be conſidered the 8ubjeBcirher wheyed that is, or where 
þnoitev | Jn obont that is imployed, which we meditate of: As, 2s | 


for whereabaue | ® And indeed what leſſe happine[ſe doth theveryplate promiſe, wherein ths glory « | | 
it} | exhibited? which # no other 5s ponds of God, H FINE We ;17--s rather X Nw- F 
: derina continued wildernes, there we ſhall reſt « inthe trueEden : 1am come into my | | 
| Garden, my Siſter, my Spouſe. Kings aſe net ro dwell 1n cottages of Clay, bat in Reyall 
| Courts fit for their eſtate : How much more ſhall the King of Heaven, who hath prepared for 
| men ſo faire manſions on earth, anake himſelfe an habitation ſutable to his Majeſtie? even 
| earthly Princes bave dwelt in Cedar and Tuory © Bur the great City Holy Jeraſalem,the Pa-| 
| Lace of the Higheſt, hath her walls of 1aſper, her building of gold, her foundation of preciom 
ones, her yates of pearle : How glorious things are ſpoken of thee,O thou City of God! 
we ſte but the pavement , and yet how goodly ira ! The beleeving Centurion, thought himſelſe 
unworthy that Chriſt ſhould come under bisroofe : yet wert thou, O Saviaur ju thine humbled 
eftate, intheforme of a ſervant + How chen ball 1 thinke my ſelfe worthy to come-uwndey this 


| | 
| 


| 


r#ofe of thine, ſd ſhining and pleriow 2 0 if thus clay of amine may come to this honogr above 
| lerit abs pou and deſpiſed on earth. od od nt 
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pens] 00 Ge the Appendeacer and Luelithes, which cleave untothe ſubjeRt 
ot a Beds | | whereofwe meditate : AS: | 


But were the place lefſe noble and majeſticall ; yer the company whichit affordeth, 
| varh enough t0 make oh: ſole bleſſed. For, not \ Soak Co the-gue Fl much 
| 47 che pueſt rothe place. How loath are weto leave thu earth, oncly for the ſociety of ſome 

few friends in whom we delight which yes aye ſubJeB everyday to mutuall diſlikes? what pled- 
ſure ſhall we! hen take inthe enjoying of the $ aint}, when there « nothing in them not ami- 
ble, nothing inus chat may coole the fervour ef our loue ? There ſhals they, my ſoale, thyſcife 
glorified, meet with thy deare Parents and friends alike gloriow, never tobe ſevered : There 
thouſbalt ſee and converſe with choſe ancient worthies of the former world. the yſ Parri- 
| arkes and Propbers, with re crowned Martyrs and Confeſſors zirh rhe holy Apoſtles, and the 
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X | Fathers of that Primitive and this preſent Church, ſhining each one according to the meaſure 

| | of bis bleſſedlabogrs. There ſhalt thog live f.1mi larly in the ſight of thoſe Angels, whom now 
|| | thou receiveſt good from, but ſeeſh not. There (which i the kead of al thy felicity, ) thine cies 
| |ſhall ſee Him whomnow thine heart longeth for,(that Saviour of thine)tn the only hope of whows 
now thou liveſt. Alas, how dimly, and afarre off doft thou now behold him ? How imperfettly 
deft thou enjoy him, while every remprarion bereaves thee, for the time, of his preſence 21 
ſought him whom my ſoule loveth : I ſought him, but found him not ; h& back is now 
cowards thee many times, through thy ſins, and herefore thou hardly diſcerneſt him. Other - 
while and often thy back is turned unto him through negligence, that when thou mighteſt ob- | 
{carely ſce him ghou doſt mor « now thou ſhalt ſee him, andihine eyes thus fixed ſhall not bere- 
moved, yet neither could this glory make us happy, if mw thu abſolute, it were not perpetu- 
all. To be bappy, ts not ſoſweet a ſtare, as it s miſerable ro have beene happy, Leſt ought there- 
fore ſhould be wanting, behold, thi felicity knoweth no end, fearcth no intermiſgion, andis as e- 
rernall for the continuance, as he that had no beginning, 0 bleſſedreſſerruly infinite | Our 
earthly jojes doe ſcarce ever beyin , but when they begin, their end bordereth vpon their begin- 
nig, Onehoure ſteth us oft-rimes joyfull and miſerable : here alone is nothing but eternity. If 
then the Divine Prophet thought here one day in gods earthly houſe, better than a thouſand 
other-where ; what ſhall I compare to thouſands of millions of yeeres in Gods heavenly Temple? 


Yea, millions of yeeres are wor ſo mucin 6 a minue 80 eternity; and thas other houſe not a cot- 
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in it (elfe, ſhall deſcend unto it as reſpeCttively with others ; and therefore firſt ararig —_ 

{hall meditate of that which is 47vers fromit, or coxtrery unto it. 
what doſft thou here then, O my ſoule ? what doft thou here groveling vpos carth 2 where 
the beſt things arewanitie, the reſt no berter than vexation. Looke round about thee, and ſee 
whether thine cies can mees with any thing but eithey ſinnes or miſeries. Thoſe few and ſhort 


0 Eventhly, our thoughts, leaving a while the conſideratton of the thing as it is |7 Ofthar 
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pleaſur:s chouſteſt, andever ſorrowfully , #ndin the meane time are intermingled with many 
grievances. Here thou beaxeſt on? cry out of a fick body, whereof there ts no part which affords 
not cvoiſe of diſeaſes. This manlayeth his hand upon his conſuming lungs, and complaineth of 
ſhort wind : that other, upon his riſing ſpleene © a third ſhaketh hi patnefull head : another 
roares out fur the torment of his reines or bladder : another for the racking of bis gowty joynts: 
one 15 diſtempered with a watery Drepſie, another with a windie Collicke, a third with a fier 
Ague, afourt% with an earthen melancholy , one grevels andfometh with the falling ficknefſe, 
 anorher lyeth bed-rad, halfe ſenſeleſſe with a dead Paljie, There are but few bodies that com- 
 plaine not of ſome diſeaſe ; and that thou maiſt not looke farre, it « a wonder if thy ſelfe feele 
not alwaies one of theſe evills within thee. There, thou heareſt another lament hs lofſe : either 
bis eſtate is impaired by ſuretiſhip, or ſtealth, or ſhipwracke, or oppre(ſon ,, or bis child @ un- 
ruly,or miſcaried. or his wife dead, or diſloyall , another tormented with paſſions, each one 
is ſome way miſerable, But, that which is yet more irkeſome, thy one eare # beaten with cuy- 


—— 7. 


_ 


- - _ - 
z- p rhe -*.Y « . 
- 4 . " a SLE. . P 
> So Lo RS _—_ - 
Y Gp _ 4 £ 
" , ” 4 _ _—__ : % Wl '- « » 
Pr” is i FS... ma TAS BD OTST + k yl 8 = _ 
TS es Wn: on en ohqattr——m— niger mom 
3 A AE oe ' E "2 png 7s __ ; Us -—__ 
Ss A OY che... 44 ", mrreg WEOAIES _ IS > {m—— 0 - _ 
7 y al _ * 39, pg OE I _— 
= & Cod v 


{ings and blaſphemies thy other with ſcornefull or wanton, or murchering ſpeeches , thine cies 
ee nothing but pride, filthineſſe, profaneneſſe, bloud, exceſſe, and whatſoever elſe might vex 
a righteous ſoule : and if all the world beſides were innocent, thau findeſt mn within, thy 
ſelfe tro make thy ſelfe weary, and t!.y life loathſome. Thou needeſt not fetch cauſe of com- 
plaint from others , thy corruptions yeeld thee too much at home, ever ſinning, ever preſu- 
mirg ; Sinxing even when thou haſt repented © yea, even while thou 4 ar ſtnning. Goe 
*|ro0w, my ſoule, and ſolace thy ſelfe here below, and ſuffer thy ſelfe beſotted with theſe 
o00dly coutentments « worthy of no better, while thou fixeſ} thy ſelfe, ontheſe : ſteif thoucanſt 
fird any of theſe above; and if thou canſt meet with any diſtemper any loſe, any ſiune,any com- 
plaint, from thy ſelfe or any other above, deſpiſe thine Heaven, as much as now thou love 
ceearch.Or if allthis cannot enough commend unto thee the ſtate of Heavenly Glory, caſt downe 
chine epes yet lower, into thar deepe and bottomleſſe pit, full of horrovr full of torment ,where 
there i nothing but flames, and teares and ſhricks, and gnaſhing of teeth, nothing but. 
Fiends, and tortures : where there i palpable darkneſſe, and yet perpetuall fire; where the 
1 | damned | 
Sa 
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dammed areever boyling, never conſumed , ever dying never &cad , over complaining, never 
| pitied ; where the Glurton, that once would not give a cruſt of bread, now bees - enc drop of 
| water ; and/yet alas, if whole rivers of water ſhouldfall into by mourh how ſhould they gaench 
thoſe rivers of Brimſtoxe that feed ths flame? where ti ere is no tern (ſion ef £0 7P'sints,no 
breathing from paine, & after millions of yeeres, no po ibi [ itiesf comfort. And if the rod 
wherewith thou chaſtiſeſt thy children, © Lord, evenin this life, Le ſo ſmart and galling, that | 
they have beene brought downe to the brim of deſpatre, ard in the birterneſſe of their ſoxlehaye | | 
intreated death to "teaſ them: what ſhall I think of their ploguzs, 17 whoſe righteons conf s. 
ſion thou conſulteſt, andſaieft; Aba,I will avenge me of mine epcunes ? Ever: that they 
ſhalt net be thus miſerable, O my ſoule, is ſome kind of happineſſe : but that 100 Wal be as 
happy, as thereprebate are miſerable, how worthy is 1t of more eſtimation, than thy ſelfe is ca. 
| pable of £ 


— 
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+ Fter this oppoſ1 tion, the mind ſhall make compariſon of the matter medita- 
| ſons and fimi- red, with what may neereſt reſemble 1t ; and ſhall 1lluſtrate ic with ficreſt j- 
lirudes where-| ul. .S militudes, which giveno ſmall light to the underſtanding, nor lefſe force ro 
Et fs | theaffeQion. | | 
| forth, wonderthen, O my ſoule, 3s much as thou canſt, at this glory, andin compariſon theredf, 
contemne this earth, which now thou treadeſt upon, whoſe jojes if they were perfect, are but 
fbert , andifthey were loug, are imperfe#. One day when thou art above, looking downe from 
| the height of thy plory, and ſeeing the ſonnes of men creeping like ſo many Ants on this Mole- 
hillef earth, thou ſhalt thinke, Alas, how baſely I once lived! was yonder filly dungeon the 
place I ſo loved,and was ſo loth to leave {Thinke ſo now vefore hand , and pace of heaven thoy 
| canſt wot, yet account of the earth as it 4s worthy : How heartleſſe and 1rheſome are ye, Onee 
befs earthly pleaſures, if ye be matched with the leaſt of thoſe above ? How wile are you, O yee 
ſumptuous busldings of Kings, evenifall the entreiles of the earth had agreed to enrich you, in 
compariſon ef this frame not made with hands # 1t ts not ſo high above the earth in diſtance of 
place, as inworth and Majeſty. wee may ſee the face of heaven from the heart of the earth, 
but from the neereſt part of the earth who can ſes the leaſt gloryof heaven? The rree Diſciples, 
| 08 m104nt Tabor, ſaw but a glimpſe of thu glory ſhining upon theface of their Saviour , o& yet 
\ being raviſhed with the ſight ,cryed our, Maſter, it 1s good being here;and thinking of bailding of 
| three Tabernacles(for Chriſt, Moſes,Elias) couldhave beene content themſelves ro havelien 
| withour ſhelter, ſo chey might alwayes have enjoyed that ſight. Alas, how coold earthly Taber. 
a:cles have fitted thoſe heavenly bodies 2 They knew what they ſaw , what they ſaid, they knew 
10x, -Loe, theſe three Diſciples were not transfigured, yet how deepely they were aflified even 
; withthe glory of others : How bappy ſhall we be, when our ſelves hull; be cranged ins0 glorious 
; and ſhalthave T abernactes uot of our owne making but prepared for vs by God®and yet nut Ta- 
' bernacles, but eternal Manſions. Moſes ſaw God bat a while, and ſhined: howſhall weſbine 
| chat ſhallbeholdhss face for ever ? what greater hononr is there than ins overaignry ? What 
| greater pleaſure thanin feafting? This life is both a Kingdome and a feaſt. A K ingdome : He 
that overcomes, ſhall ralethe Nations, and ſhall ſit with me in my Throne : 0 bleſſed 
premotion ! Oh Large dominion, androyal! ſcar | to which Salomons T hrone of Tuory was nat 
worthy to become a foot-ftoole. A feaſt : Bleſſed are they that are called to the Mariage- 
| ſapper ofthe Lamb. Feaſts haze more chan neceſitie of proviſion, more than ordinary dyet , 
but mariage feaſts yet more than common abundance ; but the Mariage= feaſt of the ſonne of 
Godto his bleſſedSpouſe the Church, muſt ſo farreexceed its all heavenly munificeyce ard va- 
| riety, as the perſons are of the greater ſtate and Majeſty. There is new wine. pure Manza, &-all 
manner of ſpiritaall dainties ; and with the continual cheere, a ſweet and ai fwerable welcome; 
while the Bridgroome lovingh cheereth us up,Eat, O friends,dri nke,and make you mery, 
O welbeloyed : yea, thereſhalt thow be my ſoule, not a gueſt, but ( how unworthy ſoener) the 
Bride her ſelfe, whom he hath everlaſtiwgly eſþ cuſed to him elfe 3n truth and riehtecuſeeſſe- 
\ the contrad is paſſed here belcw, the mariage is conſummate above, and ſolemnized with 
| 2 perpetual feaſt - Jo that now thou maiſt fafely ſay , My welbelov:d is mine, and 1] 
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T be Art of Divine Meditation. 


am bis: ipherefore hearken, O my ſoule, and conſtder and incline thine eare, forger alſo line 
owne people, and thyfatheys houſe, (thy ſuppoſed home of this world) ſo ſhall the K ing have 
pleaſure in thy beauty , for be « the Lerd,and worſhip thou him. 
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| CHarn XXVL 


| He very Names and Titles of the matter conſidered, yecld no ſmall ſtore to | 5. The Title 
T our Meditation:which being commonly ſo impoſed,that they ſecretly com- | nc ape 
. . fs | ing coft- 
rehend the nature of the thing which they repreſent, arc not unworthy of. |gacrea. 
our diſcourle. 
whar need 1 ſeeke thoſe reſemblances when the very name of life implieth ſweetnefſt to men. | 
on earth, even tochem which confeſſe to live with ſome diſcontentment 2 $ arely the light 5.4 
| pleaſant thing, andit is good to the eyes to ſce the Sunne : yet when Temporall i added to 
Life, 7 know not how this addition detratteth ſomething ,and doth greatly abate the pleaſure 
of Life ; for theſe which joy to think of Life, grieve to think ir but Temporal! : ſb vextng i 
the cnd of that whoſe continuance was delightful. Bat now when therets an additiozz (above 
Time)if Eternity, it maketh life ſo much more ſweet as 1t ts moſt laſting, and laſting infinite- 
Iy,what canit giveleſſe than an infinite contentment * Oh dying and falſe life, which we en- 
joy here,and ſcarce a ſhadow and counterfeit of that o1her ! what is more efteemed than glory? 
which u ſo precious to men of ſpirir,that i makes then: prodigall of thery bloud,prond of their 
wounds, careleſſe of themſelves : and yet(al.zs)how penr, and how fading is 11s glory, affeBed 
with ſuch dangers and death 2 hardly after all Trophees and monuments either knowne to the 
next Sea, or ſurviving him that dieth for it : It # srne glory rotriump) in heaven,where i 
neither envy nor forgetfulneſſe. 
'| Whats more deare to us than our Countrey 2 which the worthy and faithful Patriots of all 
times have reſpeRed above their parents their Children,their lives, counting it only happy to 
livein it,and to dye for it. The baniſhs man pines for the want of it : the tr#veller digeſtech 
all the tediouſn:ſſe of hit way, ali the ſorrowes of an il journey, 1n the only hope of home. for- 
getting all his foyraine miſeries, when he feeleth hes owne ſmoke, Where is our Countrey but 
above ? Thexce thou cameſt, O my ſoule; thither thou art going, in ſhort, bat weary pilpni- 
mage. O miſerable men,if we account our ſelves at home in our pilgrimage, if inour journey, 
we long not for home { Doeſt thouſee men ſo in love with their native ſople, that even when it 
& all deformed with the deſolations of warre, andturnedinto rude heaps, or while it ic even 
now flaming with the fire of civil broiles, they covet yet ſlits live in it, preferring it ra all 
other places of morepeace and pleaſure ? andſhale thou, ſceing nothing but peace and 4” rd 
neſſe at home, noching but trouble abroad content thy ſelfe with a faint wiſh of thy difſoluti- 
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0u2 Ifheaven were thy 1ayle, thou couldeſt but think of it uncomfortably.Ob whas afft8ion 
can be worthy of ſuch an home | 
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CHrar. XX VIL 


Aſtly, if wee can recall any pregnant Teſtimonies of Scripture concerning our | ro, Confid. of 

Theme, thoſe ſhall fixly conclude this part of our Meditation. Of Scripture, | *:fimonics 

for that in theſe matters of God, none but divine authority can command a(- jet. | 
ſent, and ſertle the conſcience. Witnefſes of holy men may ſerve for colours;bur the | Theme. * | 
ground muſt be only from God. 

Toereit (ſaith the Spirit of God,which cannot aecetve thee)shar all teares ſhall be wiped 
from our eyes; there ſhall be no more death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any | 
more paine 5 yea, there ſhall not only be an endof ſorrowes, bus an abundant recompence for | 
tne ſorrowes of our life , as hee that was rapt up into the third Heaven, and there ſaw whas | 
cannot be ſpoken, ſpeaketh yer chus of what he ſaw: T count, that the affiictions of this pre- 
{ent rimeare not worthy of the glory which ſhall be ſhewed to us: 1: was ſhewed #n- 
r0 Him whas ſhowd hereafter be ſhewed unto us , and he ſaw, that if all the world full of miſe- 
rles were Laid in one balance,andtheleaſ} glory of heaven in another_ thoſe would be incompa- 
rably light, yea (45 that divine Father) that on: dayes felicity abov?, were worth a thouſand 
yeeres rorment beiow ; what then can bee marched with the eternity of ſuch joyes ? 0bhow 
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= ercat therfore is this thy goodreſſe,0 Lord,phich thou haſt laid up for ther that feare thee.aul 
| dowe to them that truſ? in thee before the jounes 0; men ! 
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Cuar, XXVIIL 
POE Ley” T He moſt difficult and knotty part of Medication thus finiſhed, there remain. 


| part of Medi- eth that which is both more lively , and more eafte untoa good hearr to bee 
ration: which | wrought altogetherby the affections:which Four diſcourſes reach notunto, 
rr \ | they prove vaine andtono purpoſe. That which followerh therefore, is the very 
| Tuleof Meditation, whereto all rhat is paſt ſerverh but as an inſtrument. A man is4 

man by his underſtanding part:but he 152 Chriſtian by his will and afte&1on S-SECing 
therefore,that all our former labour of the braine 18 only to affect the heart, after that 
the mind hath thns traverſed the point propoſed throngh all the headsof reaſon, it 
Where s1- | (all endevour to find in the firſt place ſome feeling touch, and ſweet reliſh in thar 
quired a ] :ſte ap ns: by ; _ PO : 
and reliſh of | which it hath thus chewed; which fruit through the bleſſing of God, wil! voluntari] 
what we hae | follow upon a ſcrious Mediraticn.Daz7d ſaith,0h1aſte, and ſee how (moet the Lord gs. In 
tought 1792 | Meditation we doc both ſee and taſte; bur we ſee b fore we raſte: ſight, is of the un- 
 derſtanding: taſte,of the affe&ion;newher can we ſee, but we mult taſte : we cannot 
now aright. but we muſt needs be affected. Let the heart rherfore firſt conceive and 
feele in it ſelfe the ſweetneſſe or /3/termeſſe Of chiematter meditated : which isnever 
done,wirhout ſome paſſion:nor cxpreficd, wirhout ſome hearty exclamation. 

OhUeſſed eſtate rf the Saints! O glory not to le expreſſed, even ly thoſe whichare glorified | 
'0 incomprehen ſib'e alvation! I hut jos our tath ihis earth to theesWho can rega;d the worl4, 
| that belecueth thee < Who can ihinke of thee,and rot be ruſhed with wonder and defire £ Why 
| cars hope for the: yinl net rejoyces Who car know hee.and not be (wallowed up rei h admiration ( 
at the mercy of 47 that :2ſFowerh theesO bleſſedneſſe wortly of Chriſto Loud topurchaſe thee ! | 
Wortiy uf the conti:nall jones of Saints and Angels toceketraiethe: ! How ſhould I magnifie 
thee ! How ſhould T org for thee © How ſhould T hate @ll this world for thee 8 
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Cruae. XXIX 


Secondly, a | Fter this Taſte ſhall follow a C:-þ1;3ut, wherein the heart bewalleth to it 

Complaint, ſelfe his own poverty,du'ncf<e,and imperfetion;chiding and abaſing it ſelte 

 pewuling our | &. Þ inrefſpet of hiswants and indiſpoſi tion: wherein Humiliation truly goeth be- 

rowardnefle, | fore glory. For the more we are caſt downe in our conceit, the higher ſhall God lift 
us upat the end of chis exerciſe, in ſpiricuall rejoycing. 

But alas zohere #s my love? Where is my longing © Where art thou, O iy (oule? What heavi- 
neſſe hath overtaken thee £ How hath the worl1 bcwitcled and poſſeſſed thee, that thou art be- 
come ſo capeleſſe of thine home, fo ſenſeleſſe of #} irituall delights, ſo fond upon theſe waniiies? 
Doef# thou doubt whether there Le an heaven*cy wheiher thou have a God and a Saviour there? 
0 farre be fromihee this Atheiſme: far be from thee the leaft thought of this deſterate impieiy 
Woe were thee jf thou beleeveaſt not:But 0 thou of little Faith, doeſt thou teleeve there is hep- 
pineſſe, awd happineſſe for thee and deſireit 31 not and delighteit not in it? Alas how weal: and 
#unbleeving is thy belezje! How cold and faint are thy defir:s Tell meobat ſuch geodly entor- 
tazminent haſt thou met withall here on earth,that was wortly towithdraw thee from the'eh-a- 
( wemly jojese What plea ure initever gave thee contenmtmerteor what cauſe o dij the find ſ#thox 

abovesOh no.,1y [onle.gt 3s only thy miſerable drou frmeſſe,only ily ſecurity; The world.the world 
hath beſotted thee, hath undone thee with carele(neſſe. Alas. jf thy delight be ſo cold, what diffe- 
rence there in oye ow an ignorant Heathen that doults of another life:y0a.f017 632 E Pirure 
that denizs it? Art thoua Chriſtian,or art thou none? If thou be what thou profe Neff, an ay 5 #h 

this dull and ſen/elefſe worldlineſſe ; away with this earthly nncheereful»/1;2; ſlab» o ff at laſf 
this profane and goileſſe ſecurity,that hath thus long weighed thee dewne fr oj enonntine un) 


to thy Jeyes. Looke up 10thy God, and tothy Crowne, and [ay with corfidexce, O Lord, I have 
waited for thy ſalvation. | 


The Artof Divine £M editation. 
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Caar. XXL. 
Frer this Compiazet, mult ſucceed an hearty and paſſionateW3/h of the ſonle, 


which ariſeth cleerely fromthe rwo former degrees : For, that which #man 


harh found ſweet, and comfortable,and complainiesrhat he ſtill wanteth, hee 
cannot bur wiſh to enjoy. = 


that as 1 am a ſtranger indeed, ſo 1 could be alſo 33 affettion ! Oh that mineeyes, like the zies 
of thy firſt, Martyr, could by the light of Baith ſee but a glimpſe of heaven! Oh that my heart 
could be raps up shither in deſire ! How ſhould I trample upon theſe poore vanities of the earth | 
| How willingly ſhould 1 endure all ſorrowes, all torments ! How ſcornef uliy ſhould } poſe 
pleaſures ! How ſhoud 1 be in travaile of my diſſolution! 0h when ſhall that bleſſed day come, 
when all this wretched worlalinefſe removed, 1 ſhall ſolace myſelfe in my God? Behold, gs the 
Heart brayeth for the rivers of waters,ſo panteth my ſoule after thee,0 God ; Myſoalethirſtreb 
for God, even for the living God , Oh when ſhall 1 come and appeare before the preſeace of 


by as 


God 2 | 
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CHAP. XXXL. 


Fter this 53g, ſhall follow humble Coxfefgos, by juſt order of nature : for, 
A towing bemoaned our want, and wiſhed ſupply, not finding this hope inour 


ſelves, we muſt needsacknowledge it tohim,ofwhomonly we may both ſeeke 

and find; where it15 to be duly obſerved, how the mind is by turnes depreſſed, and 
lifted up : being lifredup with our eſtate of joy,it is caſt downe with Complazet : lifrup 
with ViÞbes, itis caſt downe with Cowftſos ; which order doth beſt hold ir in ure, 
andjuft remper ; and maketh ir more feeling of the comfort which followeth in 
= -— This Cox/eſioy muſt derogate all from our ſelyes, and aſcribe all to 

od. | 

Thu I deſire, 0 Lord, to be aright affetted towards thee and thy glory ; 1 deſire ro come to 
roee : but, alas, how weakely ? how heartleſly ? Thou kneweſt that 1 can neicher come to thee, 


ture favours ki ſelfe, loveri the world, bateth to think of a diſſolution, and cvuſeth rather to 


to liberty and joy. Alas ,Lord,it is my miſery that 11love my paine. How l6# e ſhall : heſe vanities 
ras beſot mee 1t is thou only that canſt turne away mnne eyes from regarding theſe follies, 
aud my bears from affeRing them : thou only,who as thau ſhalt one day receive my ſouleinto 
heaven, ſo now before-hand caaft fix my ſoule upon beaven and thee. 


V— 
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Cuarn KLYXIL 


performe. 


O carry it up therefore, thou that haſt created and redeemeait,carry it up tot-yglory : Oh 
ler me net alwayes be thas dull and brutiſh let not theſe ſcales of earthly affe#ion alwayes 
am and blind mine eies : Oh thou thar layedſt clay upon the blindmans eits, take away this 
«uy from mine eyes, wherewith (alas) they are ſo daubed wp, that they cannot ſee Heaven. 
Iuninate them from above, andin thy light let me ſee bobs. Oh they that haſt prepared a 
place for my ſon:e, prepare my ſoule for thar place ; prepare it with holinsſſe, prepare it with 


the beaury of thy face, the glory of thy Saints,and of it ſelfe. 


0 Lord.that 1 could wait and long for thy ſalvation!Ohthat I could mind the things above: 


dwellin this dangeon with comtinuall ſorrow and complaint han to endure a parting, alshough 


- | 
Frer Coafeſii9x, naturally followes Petitios ; earneſtly requeſting that at his 
hands, which we acknowledge our ſelyes unable, and none bur God able ro. 


| 


zor deſire to come, but from thee. It 6s Naturetbat holds me from thee ; this treacherous Na- 


1 


| 


defare : and en while it ſojourgeth onearth, let it dwtll in kerven with thee, bebolding ever | 


L 2 Fe: Bo6k: 


FThirdly.an 
hearty Wiſh of | 
the ſoule, for 
what ic com- 
plaineth to 
Want. 


4 An humble 
Confeſſion of | 
our diſabilirie , } 


to eff-Q what } 


We with. 


5. An caineft 
Perition for 
char which we 


confefle ro 


Wallt. 
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Ee nn 


Cuare,. XXXIIL. 
6 A vehement 


er Pettiou (hall follow the Exforcemert of our requeſt, from argument ang 

CAN. ol ng obſecration gra we mult rake heed of complementing in 

termes with God, as knowing that he will not be mocked by any faſhiona- 
{ ble forme of fuir, but requireth holy and feeling intreatie. 
\ How graciouſly haſt thou proclaimed to the world, that who-ever wants wiſe dome, ſhill isle 
| it of thee which neither denieft nor upbraideſt 10 Lord,1 want heavenly wiſdeme, ro conceive 
aright of heaven , I want it, and aske is of thee; give me to aske it inftantly, and pive me accor- 
ding rothy promiſe abundantly. Thou ſeeſt, it no ftrange favour that 1 begye of thee : 10 0. 
ther than thas which thou ha fri chly beftowed upon all thy valiant Martyrs, Confeſſors, Sex. 
vants,from the beginning:who never could have ſo cheerefully embraced death and torment jf 
through the midaeſt of their flames and paine they had not ſeenetheir Crowne of glory. The, 
Poore Theefe on the Croſſe had no ſooner craved thy remembrance when thou came} to th 
Kingdome,than thou promiſedſs ts take him with thee into heaven, Preſence was better to hiz 
than remembrance. Behold,now thou art in thy Kingdome,1 am 01 earth;remember thine un 
worthy ſervans and les my ſoule in conceit jn affetion tn converſation,be chis day and forever 
with thee in Paradiſe. I ſee,man walkethin a vaine ſhadow,and diſquieterhhimſelfe in vaine; 
they are pittifull pleaſures he enjoyeth , while he forget teth thee; 1am as waine,make me more 
wiſe:0h let meſee beaven, and 1 know, 1 ſhall never envie, nor follow them. My times arein 
thine hand: I am no better than my fathers ,a ftrangeronearth. As 1ſpeakeof them,ſo the next, 
yea this generation ſhall ſpeake of me as one that was My life is a bubble, a ſmoake,aſhadow, i 
thought © 1 know,it @ no abiding in this thorow-fare:Oh ſuffer me not ſo mad,as while 1 paſſe 
0nthe way, ſhould forget the end. It i that other life that I muſt truft to : with thee it is that [C 
1 ſhall continue : Oh let me nos beſo fooliſh, as to ſettle my ſelfe on what 1 muſt leawe, and 
negleR cternitie. I have ſtene enough of this earth, and yet 1 love it too much. © let me ſeehea- 
ven another while, and love it ſo mach moye thanthe earth, by how much the things there are 
more worthy to be loved.Oh God, looke downe on thy wretched Pilgrim ; and teach we to looks 
up to thee, and to ſee thy goodneſs in the Land of the living. Thou that bou teſt heaven for 
me,ouide me thither , and for the price that it coſt thee, for thy mercies ſake, inſþight of allten 
rations, enlighten thou my ſoule, dire# it, croywne it. 
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| Cnar. XXXIV. : 
Rn A: ter this Ewforcement, doth follow Confidence ; wherein the ſoule, after many 
Te CNECrexu 


Ape'y ani doubtfull and unquiert bickerings, gatherethup her forces, and cheerefully |D 
obraining what Sr0wzeth up ir ſelte ; and like one of Davids Worthies, breakerh thorow 1 
we Os rcque whole Armie of doubts, and fercherh comfort from the Well of life, which, though 
ed. | inſomelatter, yetinall isa ſarereward from God offincere Meditation. 

' Yea, bethoabild, O my ſoule, and doe not meerely crave, but challenge this froour of Ged, 
as that which he oweth thee, he oweth it thee, becauſe he hath promiſedit, and by bis mercy hath 
made his gift,bs debt:Faithfull is he that hath promiſed, which will alſodoe it. ZFathhe 
not given thee nit only bis hand in the ſweet hopes of the Geſpell,, bur he ſeale alſo in the Sacra- 
ments ? Yea,befides promiſe, hand, ſeale, hath he nos given thee aſure earneſt of thy ſulvation, 
in ſome weake,bus true graces ? Yet more, bath he not giventhee, beſides Earneſt, poſſe(ſ10n* 
while hethat is the Truth and Life,ſaith, He that beleeyeth hath everlaſting life, and 
hath paſſed from death tolife. Canſt thou net they be content to caft thy ſelfe upon thi 
blefſediſſue ; If God be mercifull, 1 am glorious , I bavethee already, Oh my life ? Godu E 
faithful, and I doe beleeve : who ſhall aha me from the loveof Chriſt? from my glory 
1th Chriſt? who ſhall pull me out of my heaven ® Goe tothen, and returne to thy reſt, O my 
ſoule , make uſe of that heaven wherein thowart, and beha Py. | 


Thus we have found, thatour Meditation, like the wind, gathereth ſtrength in 


| proceeding ; andasnaturall bodies, the neerer they come to their pgs, movyewith 


more celeritie ; ſodoth the ſoulein this courſe of editation, rothe unſpeakable be- 
nefit of it ſelfe. | 


|” | Cm a? 
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Crnar XXXV, | 
| T 5: Conclufioxremaineth: wherein we muſt adviſe (like as Phyſitians doein | 74. cag.! 
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| their ſweats and exerciſe)that we ceaſe not oyer-ſuddenly, but leave off by | on ofour Medi- 
little and little. The mind may not bee ſuffered to fall head-longfrom this, [707 17 what 
_— but muſt alſo deſcend by degrees. .*. WL 
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he firſt whereof; after our Coafidexce, ſhall be an hearty Grat»/ation,and thank(ſpi- | ricft, with 

ving. For, as man naturally cannot be miſerable, but he muſt complaine,. and craye | Tan""ziving- } 
remedy ; ſothe good heart cannot find it ſelfe happy,and not be thankfull::'and this 
chankfulneſſe which it feeleth and exprefſerh, makerh it yer more good, andaffet- 
eth it more. ®? : WC Dre £3 Wye en 

. What ſhall Tthen doe tothee for this thercy, O thou Saviour of men £ What ſhould Trender 
to my Lord, for all his bowefits © Alas ! what canT give thee, which is not thine owne before © 0h 
that 1 could giue thee but all thine ! Tho giveſt me to drinke of this cup of ſalvation > Twill 
therefore take the cup of ſaluation, and call upon the name of the Lord : Praiſe thou the Lord, 
0 my ſoule; and all that is within me. praiſe his holy nanx..And ſince here thou beginneſt thine 
heaves, begin here alſo that joyful ſong of thanksgiving, which there thou ſhalt ſing more 
| ſweetly, and never end. | "3A 
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Cuar. XXXVI. 

ﬆ Fter this Tharkegdoine, ſhall follow a faithfull recommendation of our ſelves | Sccondly,with | 
A 5x - wherein the ſoule doth cheerefully give up it ſelfe, and _— "þ 3 cmgr rrtnggy 
{elfe wholly upon her Maker and Redeemer ; committing her ſelfe ro him in | foulesand 
all her wayes, ſubmitting her ſelfe to him in all his wayes, defiring in all things to | WYe5%> Go 

glorifie him, and to walk worthy of her high and glorious calling. 

Both which latter ſhall be done(asI haye ever found)with much life and comfort, 
if forthe full concluſion, we ſhall lift up our heartand voyce to God,in ſinging ſome 
Verfick of Davids divine Palmes,anfwerable to our diſpoſition,and matter z where- 
by the heart cloſes up it ſelfe with much Frveetneſſe and contentment. | 

. This courſe of Meditation thus heartily obſerved, let him that pra@iſeth ir, cell 
me whether hee find not that his ſoule, which at the beginning of this exerciſe did 


bur creepe and grovell upon earth, do notnow in the concluſion ſoarealoft in Hea- 


ven ; and being before aloofe off, doe not now find it ſelfe neereto God, yea with 
hum and in him. 
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Hus have I endeyoured(Right Worſhipfull Sir)according to my [lender fa- | \* Epilogue. 
culty,to preſcribe a method of Meditation:nort upon ſo ſtrit tearmes of ne- 
=. ceſfity,that whoſoever goeth not my way,erreth.Diverspaths lead oft-times | 
tothe ſame end, and every man aboundeth in his owne ſenſe. If experience and cu- 
ſtome hath made another forme familiar to any man, I forbid it not : as that learned 
Father ſaid ofhis Tranſlation, Let him uſe his owne, not coutenne mine. If any man be 
tochuſe,and begin, let him praftice mine.,till he meet with a better Maſter : Ifano- Ragecring he | 
ther courſe may be better, Lam ſure thisis good. Neither is it to be ſuffered, that like | j;Scjou, _—y 
as fantaſticall men,while they doubt what faſhioned fure they ſhould weare, put on 
nothing ; ſo, that we Chrittians ſhould negle& the matter of this worthy bulineſle, | 
while wenicely ſtand upon the forme thereof. Wherein give me leave to complaine 
with juſt ſorrow and ſhame, that if there be any Chriſtian duty, whoſe @miſlion js 
notoriouſly ſhamefulland prejudiciallto the ſoules of Profeffors, it is this of Medi- 
| tarion. This 15 the very endGod hath given usour ſoules for : we miſ-ſpend them, if | 
weuſe them not thus. How lamentable is it, that we ſo employ them, as if our facul- 
ty of diſcourſe ſerved for nothing bur our earthly proviſion? asif our reaſonable and 
Chriſtian minds were appointed for the ſlaves and drudges of this body, only ro bee 
the Catersand Cookes of our Appetite ? *h 
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1 be Art of Drvine Meduation. os 
The world fillethus, yea cloyeth us : we find our ſelves worke enough to thinks. we 
What have I y:t ? How may I get more © What muſt T lay out 2 What ſhall T leave forpo. || | 
ſterity © How may Iprevent the wrong of mine Adverſary ? How t12y Treturne it 2 What 1. 
fwers ſhall T make to ſuch allegations © What entertainment ſhall I give to ſuch friends ! wh, 
courſes ſhall It ake is ſuch ſuits 2 Inwhat paſtizwe ſball T ſpend this day 2 In what the next 2 
What —_ ſhe I reap? by this praifice, what boſſe © What was ſaid, anſwered, replied 
dove, followed f i Er en. 
extra choughts, and fit for ipirituall minds ! Say there were noother world . 
how could wee ſpend our cares otherwiſe ? Untothis only negle&, let meeaſcrihe 
the commonneſle of that Laodicean temper of men, or (if that be worſe) of the deaq 
| coldnefſe which hath ſtricken the hearrs of many, having left chem nothing bur the 
bodies of men,and.viſors of Chriſtians ;to this only, They have ot meditated.Itisnoy 
RES more iinpoſſble to live withour an heart, than to bee devour withouyr Meditation, 
- apo 12.. | Wonld God thereforemy wordscould bee in this (as the Wiſe-man faith the words 
| ditation. of the wiſe are) [ike unto Goady 1n the ſides of eyery Reader, to quicken him upour 
of this dull and lazy ſecurity, toa cheerefull praftice of this Dinize Meditation. Ic 
him curſe me upon his death-bed, if looking backe from thente to the belitow... 
ing of his former times,he acknowledge not theſe houres placed the -' 
molt happily in his whole life; ifhe then wiſh nothe had 
worne out moredayes in fo profitable and 
heavenly a worke. 
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| $& FAWEA thought ofenough. 7 | 
| > DT Whatthenis this death, but the taking downe of theſe |Thc Deſerip- | 
755500 ſtickes, whereofthisearthly Tent is compoſed? The ſepa- |** 
ration of two great and old frietids till they meer againe > 
The Gaole-delivery of a long priſoner ? Our Journey 1nto that other world, for 
which wee, and this thorow-fare were made? Ourpayment of our firſt debt ro Na- 
ture,theſleepe of the body,and the awaking of the ſoute? ; Co 
But leſt thou ſhouldeſt ſeeme to flatter him, whoſe name and face harh ever ſce- 
med terrible to others, remember that there are more deaths than one : if the firſt 
death be not fo fearefull as he1s made, (his horrour lying.more in the conceit of the 
beholder,than in his owne aſpe&)fſurely, the ſecond is not made ſo fearefull a5 he is, 
No living eyecan behold the terrours thereof: iris as impoſſible to ſee them, as to 
feele them,and live.Nothing but a name 15common to both :The firſt harh men.ca- | 
ſnalties,diſcaſes, tor his executioners: the ſecond, Devils. Thepower of the fitſt is iti | 
the grave:the ſecond, inhell. The worſt ofthe firſt, 1s ſenſſeſneſſe;the eaſjeſt of the (e- 
cond,1s,a perp-tuall ſenſe of all the paine that can make a man exquiſitely miſerable. | 
Thou ſhalt have no buſineſſe, O my ſoule,with the ſecond death: Thy firſt Reſiir- 
re&tion hath ſecured thee : Thanke him that hathredeemed thee, for thy ſafery. And 
how can I thanke thee enough, O my Saviour, which haſt ſo mercifiilly honghr of 
my torment, with thy owne ; and haſt drunke off thar bitter potion of thy Fathers 
wrath, whereof the very taſte had beene our death ? Yea, ſuch is thy mercy, O thou } 
Redeemer of men, that thou haſt notonely ſabdued the ſecond death, burrecorci- | 
ledthe firſt;ſoas thy children taſtenotatallof the ſecond, and find the firſt oiveer- 
ned tothem by thee, that they complaine of birterneſſe. It was not thot, O God, thar| 
madeſt death ; our handsare they that were gwlcy of thisevill. Thou ſaweſt all thy | 
work that It was good ; wee brought forth ſin, and fin brought forth death. Tothe 
diſcharge of thy Juſtice and Mercy, weackrowledge this miſerable conception ; and 
needs mult that child be ugly, that hath ſuch parents. Certainly, if Being ard Good be 
(as theyare) ofan equall extent, thenthe diflolurionof ourBeing muſt needs in it 
ſelfe bee evill. How full of darknefſe and horrour then is the privation of this vitall 
light ? eſpecially fincethy wiſdome intended ir to the revenge of finne, which is 
no Kſle than the violation of an infinite Juſtice ? it was thy juſt pleaſire ro 
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plague us with this brood of our owne begetting : Behold, that death which was not 
till then in the world, is now in every thing:one great Conquerour finds it in a Slate, 
another finds ir in a Fly,one finds it in the kernel of aGrape, another in theprick of 
athorne; one inthe taſte of an herb, another in the {mell of a flower ; one in abir of 
meat, another in a mouthfull of aire; one in the very fight of a danger,another in the 
conceit of what might have beene : Nothing in allour life is too little tohide death]. 
underit : Thereneed no cords, nor knives, nor ſwords, nor Peeces : wee have made| 

our ſelyes as many -wayes to death,as there are helps of ving. | 
But if we were the authors of our death, it was thouthat didl(t alter it: ourdiſobe- 
dience made it,andthy mercy made it not to be evill. It had beene all one to thee, to 
have taken away the very Being of death from thine owne : but thou thoughrelt it 
beſt totake away the ſting of it only, as good Phylitians, when they would apply 
their Leeches, ſcowre them with Salt and Nettles, and when their corrupt bloud is 
voyded,imploy them tothe health of the patient. It is more glory to thee, that thou 
baſt removed enmity from this Eſa, that now hee meets us with kiſſes in ſtead of 
frownes : and if wee receivea blow from this rough hand, yet that very ſtripe is hea- 
 ling.Oh how much more powerfull is thy death, than our finne! O my Saviour, how | | 
thouperfumed and ſoftned this bed of my grave by dying? How can it grieye| . 

me to tread in thy ſteps toglory > - | 
Our finne made death our laſt enemy ; thy goodnefſt hath made it the firſt friend 
that we meet With, in our pafſage to another world: Foras ſhe that receives us from 
the kneesof our mother, inour firſt entrance tothe light, waſheth, cleanſeth, dref- 
ſeth us, and preſents us to the breſt of our nurſe, or the armes of our mother, 
challenges ſome intereſt in us when we come toour growth ; ſodeath, which in our | 
e to that other life, is the firſt that receives and preſents our naked foules to the | 
hands of thaſe Angels, which carry it up to her glory, cannot bur thinke this office 
friendly & meritorious. What if this guide lead my carcale through corruption and 
rottennefſe, when my ſoule 1n the very inſtant of her ſeparation knowes it ſelfe hap- 
y ? What if my friends mourne about my bed and coffin, when my foule ſees the 
ſmiling face and loving embracements of him that was dead,and is alive ? Whatcare 
I, who ſhuts theſe earthen eyes, when death opens the eye of my ſoule, to ſee as Iam 
ſcene? What if my name be forgotten of men, when live above with the God of 

Spirits ? | | | 
FE death would be ſtill an enemy, it is the worſt part-of me that he hath any thing 
 ro-doe withall : the beſt isabove his reach. and gaines more than the other can leeſe. | 
The worſt peece of the horrour of death 1s the grave : and ſet aſide infidelity, what 
ſo great milery is this? That part which is corrupted, feeles it not: that which is free 
from corruption, feeles an abundant recompence, aud foreſces a joyfull reparation. 
What is here but a juſt reſtitution? We carry heayen and earth wrapt up in our bo- 
ſomes: each part returnes homeward : And ifthe exceeding glory of heaven cannot 
countervaile the doleſomeneſſe of the grave, whar doe I beleeving? But if the beau- 
ty of that celeſtiall SanQuary doe more than equalize the horrour of the bottome- 
lefſe pit, how can I ſhrinke atearth like my ſelfe, when I know my glory ? And if ex- 
amples can move thee any whit, looke behind thee,O my ſoule,and ſee which of the 
Worthiesof that ancient latter world, which of the Patriarchs, Kings, Prophets, 
Apoſtles, havenot trod in theſ&red ſteps. Where are thoſe millions of generations, 
which have hitherto peopled the earth ? How many paſſing-bels haſt thou heard for 
thy known friend?How many fick beds haſt thou vifited?How many eyes haſt thou 
ſeene cloſed ? How many vaine men haſt thou ſeene that haye gone into the field to 
ſeeke death, in hope to find an honour as fooliſh as themſelves > How many poore 
creatures haſt thou mul&ed with death for thine own pleaſure? And canſt thou hope 
that that God will make a by-way and aPoſterne for thee alone, that thou maiſt paſſe 

to the next world, not by the gates of death,not by the bottome of the grave? 

What then doeſt thou teare, O my ſoule ? There are but two ſtages of death, the 
bed and the grave : This latter,jfit have ſenſeleſneſſe, yer it hath reſt : The former.,if 
it have paine,yet it hath ſpeedinefle ; and when it lights non a faithful] heart, mects 
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vg A Aeiditation of Death. 


wich many and ſtrong antidotes of comfort. The evill that1s ever in motion, is nor | 
fearefall : That which both time and eternity finds ſtanding where it was, is worthy 
of terrour. Well may thoſe tremble ar death, which find more diſtreſfe within, thay | 
without, whoſe conſciences are more fick, andneerer to death,than their bodies. It 
was thy Fathers wrath that did fo terrifie thy ſoule, O my Saviour, that itpur thy 
body into a bloudy ſweat. The mention and thought of thy death endedina Plalme, ' 
but this began in an agony. Then didſt thou feat out my feares. The power of 
char agony doth more comfort allthine, than the Angels could camfort thee. Thar 
very voice deſerved an eternall ſeparation of horrour from death, where thou ſaidſt, 
My God., my God,, why haft thou forſaken me  T hou hadſt not complained ofbeing left, 
i: thou wouldeſt have any of rhine left deſtiture of comfort in their parting. I know 
not whom I can feare, while I know whom I have beleeyed, how can Ibe diſcoura- 
raged with the ſight of my lofſe, when I ſee fo cleere an advantage ? 

What diſcomfort is this, to leave a fraile body, to be joynedunto a glorious head? 
To forſake vaine pleaſures, falſe honours, bootlefſe hopes, unfarisfying wealth,ſtormy 
contentments,ſinfull men, perillous rentations,a ſea of troubles,a gally of ſervitude, 
an evill world, and a cenſtiming life; for Freedome, Reſt, Happinefſe, Erernitje? 
Andifthou wert ſentenced, O my ſoule, to livea thouſand yeeres in this body, with | 
theſe infirmities, how wouldſt thou be wearie, not of being only, but of complai- | 
ning? Whiles, ere the firſt hundred, I ſhould be a child; ere the ſecond, a beaſt ; a 
ſtone, ere the third; and therefore ſhould be ſo farre from finding pleaſure in m 
continuance, that I ſhould not have ſenſe enough left, to feele my ſelfe miſerable. 
And when I amonce gone, what difference 1s there betwixt the agedlt of the firſt 
Patriarchs,and me,and the child that did burlive to be borne, faye only in what was; 
and that which was, 1snot? And if this body had no weakneſſe, to make my life te- 
dious, yet whatatorment is it, that while I live, T mult fin ? Alas my foule eyery | 
nne of thy knowne ſins is not a diſeaſe, but a death. What an enemie art thou to thy 
(e]fe, if thoucanſt not be content, that one bodily death ſhould excuſe thee from 
wany ſpirituall ; tocaſt off thy body, that thou mayeſt be ſtripped of the rags, yea 
the fetters of thy fin, and cloathed with the Robes of glory? Yer theſe termes are too 
hard : Thou ſhalt nor be caſt off,O my body ; rather thou ſhalt be put to makings | 
this chang 1s nolefſe happy for thee, than for thy partner. This very skin of thine, | 
which 13now tawhie, and wrirkled, ſhall once ſhine; this earth ſhall be heaven, this 
duſt ſhallbe glorious. Theſe eyes, that are now wearie of being witneſſes of rhy ſins 
and miſeries,ſha}l then never be weary of ſeeing the beauty of thy Saviour,and thine 
owne in his, Theſe eares, that have bzenenow tormented with the impious tongues 
of men, ſhall firſt heare the voice of the Sonne of God, and then the voices of Saints 
and Angels in their ſongs of A/elvja. And thisrongue, that now complaines of mi- 
ſeries, and fearcs, ſhall rhen beare a part in thatdivine harmony. 

In the meanerime, thou ſhalt but ſeep 1n this bed of earth : hethat hath tried the |. 
worſt of death, hath called it no worſe; very Heathens have termed them couſins:8 |onz. F 
it is nounuſuall thing for couſins of bloud,to carry both the ſame names & features. 

Haſt thou wont, O my body,when theday hath wearied thee, tolie downeunwillingly | 
rothy reſt ? Behold in this ſleep there is more quietneſſe, more pleaſureof viſions, 
more certaintie of waking, more cheerefulneſſe inriling : why then art thou loth to 
thinke of laying off thy rags, and repoſing thy ſelfe > Why art thou like a child, un- 
willing to goe to bed ? Haſt thou ever ſeeneany bird, which when the cage hath bin 
opened, would rather fit ſtilland ſing within her grates, than flie forth unto her free-( 
dome in the woods? Haſt thou ever ſeene any priſoner, in love with his bolts and 
ferters ? Did the Chiefe ofthe Apoſtles, when the Angell of God ſhined in his Jayle, | 
and ſtrooke him on the ſide, and looſed his two chaines, and bade him, Ariſe quickly 
and opened both the woodden,and Iron gate,ſay,What,ſo ſoone? yer;a little fleep? 
Whar madnefſe hadir beene, rather to {lumber berwixr his two Keepers, than to 
| follow the Angell of God into liberty ? Haſt thou ever ſeene any Mariner that hath 
lured the Sea with ſongs, and the Hauen with teares? Whar ſhall I fay to this difh- 
d2aC2,O my foule, that thou art unwilling to think of reſt afrer thy toile,of ee 6 
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 afterthy durance of the Haven after an unquiet and tempelincus paſhaye ? How my 
ny arethere that ſeeke dearh, and cannot find it ? mecrely our of the irkfſorrnefii of 
| life. Hathit found thee, andoffered thee better conditions, not of inmunicic fivur 
| evils, but of poſſeſſion of more good, than thou canſt think, and wou.d<ſt thou now 
| ie from happineſlſe, toberid of it ? 


The Names, What ? Is it aname that troubles thee ? what if men would call {cepe death, 


wouldſt thou be afraid to cloſe thine eycs?what hurr is it then, it he thar ſent the firſt 
Nleepe upon man, whileſt he made him an helper, ſcnd this laſt ana fenndeſt Neepe 
upon me, whiles he prepares my ſoule for a glorious ſpouſe to himſelte ? Ir is bur a 


| parting, which wecall death; as two friends, when they have lead each orker on the 
| way,ſhake hands till they returne from their journey: If either conla niſfcarry,thery 


| | were cauſe of forrow z now they are more ſure of a meeting, than of a parture, 
| | whar folly is it, not to be content to redeeme the unſpeakable gaine of 10 deare a 
| friend, with a lictle inrermiſſion of enjoying him 2 Pe will retume lacen with the 
| ' riches of heaven, and will fetch his old partner to the participation of this gloriou; 
| | wealth. Goe then, my Soule, to this ſure and gainfull rraſkque, and leave my other 
halfe in an harbour as ſafe, though not ſoblefſed ; yer ſo ſhalr choube ſeparated, rhat 
| { my very duſt ſhallbe united to thee ſtil), and tomy Saviour m thee. 


The Teſtino. j Wert thouunwilling at the command of thy Creator to joyne thy felfe at the firſt 
mes, ; with this body of mine? why art thon then loath to part with thar, which thou haſt 


| found, though intire, yettroubleſome ? Docſt thou not heare $;/czrox ſay, The deyof 


? ' d:4th 3s better than the day of thy birth 2 coſt thou not belecve him? or art thou in love 
| \ with the worſe, and diſpleaſed with the better? If any man could have found a life 
| | | worthy to be preferred ynto death, fo great a King mul: needs have cone it ; now in 
| ' his very Throne, he commends his Coffin. Yea,whatwiir thou ſay to thoſe Heathens 


miſeries of livingas wellas thou, the happinefie of dying they could rot know ; and 
| If they rejoyced out of a conceir of cealing to be miſerable ; how ſhouldeſt thou 
| cheere thy ſelfe, in an expectation, yea an aſſurance of being happy ? He thar is the 
Lord of Life, and tried what it was to die, hath proclaimed them blefled that dic in 
| the Lord. Thoſe are blefſed, I know, that ye in him, but they reſt not frem their 
| labours ; Toyle and ſorrow isberweene them, and a pcrfect enjoying of that blefſed- 
nefle, which they now poſſefſe only in hope and inchoation ; when death hath added 
reſt, their happineſſe is Eniſhed. 
| O death, how ſweet is thatreſt, wherewith thou refreſheſt the weary Pilgrims of 


| 


The rafte vt 


Is 


themſelves with the ſight of it, which to ſtrangers 1s grim and gaſtly > How worcky 
art thou to be welcome, unto thoſe that know whence rhou arr, and whither rhcu 
tendeſt ? who that knowes thee, can feare thee? whothar is not all nature, would ra- 


what indifferent Judge that ſhould ſee life painted over, with vaine ſemblances of 
pleaſures, attended with troups of forrowes on the one fide, and on the other with 
- Uncertaintie of continuance ; and certaintie of diſſolution ; and then ſhould turne 
; his exes unto death, and ſee her black, but comely. atterded on the one hard with a 
| momentany paine with eternity of glory on theother, would not ſay, out of choice 
that which the Prophet ſaid out of paſſion, 7 zsbetter for me to die than to live 2 | 
The Com: Eur, O my Soule, what ailes thee tobe thus ſuddenly backward, and fearefull? No 
Flainr, heart hath more freely diſcourſed of death, in ſpeculation ; ro tongue hath more ex- 
tolled it in abſence. And now, that it is come to thy beds ſide, and hath drawne thy 
curtaines, and takes thee by the hand, and offers thee ſervice, thouſhrinkeſt inward 
 andby the paleneſſe of thy face, & wildnes of thine eye, bewraieſt an amazement at 
| the preſence of fuch a gueſt, Thar face, which was ſo familiar tothy thoughts. is now 
| unwelcome to thine cics; I am aſhamed of this weak irrcſolution. Whitherro have 
| rended allthy ſerious meditation?what hath Chriſtianity done to thee, if thy fearcs 
be ſtill heathentth 235 this thine imitation of ſomany worthy Sainrs of God, whom 
| thou haſt ſecne cntertaine the yiolenteſt deaths with ſmiles and ſorigs? Is this the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


—_ —_ 


_ 
—— > 


.  R 


Z that mourned at the birth,and feaſted ar the death of their children? They knew the 


| 

| 

1 

p 

| 

{ ou: dledirari- | this yale of mortality 2 How pleaſant is thy face to thoſe eyes, that have accquainred | 
| 

| 

| | ther hide himſelf: amoneſt the baggage ofthis vile life, than follow thee toa Crowne? 
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fruit of thy long and frequent inſtrutiomDidſt thou thinke death would haye hear 


| 


content with words ? didſt thou hope it woutd faffice thee totalke, while ail other 
ſaffer ? Where is thy faith ? Yea, where art thou thy ſelfe,O my ſovle?Is heaven Wor- 


thy of no more than&s,no more joy?Shall Hereticks,ſhall Pagans give death a berter | 


welcome thanthou ? Hath thy Maker,thy Redeemer ſent for thee, and-arr thoy loth 
to goc? hath he ſent for thee, to pur thee in poſſeſſion of that g:0710Us Inheritrance 

which thy wardſhip hath cheerfully expeited, and art thou loth to g0e 2 Hath God 
with this Sergeant of his, {cent his Angels to fetch thee, and art thou loth to goe ? 


Rouſe up thy ſelfe for ſhame,O my ſoule: and if ever thou haſt truly beleeved, ſhake 


off this unchriſtian dithdence,and addreffe thy ſelfe joyfully for thy glory, 

Yea, O my Lord, itisthou, that muſt raiſe up this faine and drooping heart of 
mine;thou only canſt rid me of this weake and cowardly diſtruſt; Thou that ſendeſt 
for my ſoule,canſt prepare it tor thy ſelfe; thou only canſt make thy meſſenger wel- 
come tome.O thart I conld bur ſee rhy face through death!O that I could ſee death 
not as it was, but as thou haſt made ir!Ohthar I could heartily pledye thee,my Gavi- 


But alas, O my God, nature 1s ſtrong and weake 1n me, at once : I cannot wiſh to 
welcome dearh,as it is worthy; when I look for moſt courage, I find ſtrongeſt remp- 
rations : I ſee and confeſſe, that when I am my ſelte, thou haſt no ſach coward ac ] - 


cure worldling ſhall laugh atmy feeblenefſe. O God, were thy Martyrs thus kal-& rg 
their ſtakes? might they not have been looſed from their racks, and chooſe to dvein 
thoſe tormenrs? Ler ir be noſhame for thy ſervantto take up that comylaint which 
thon mad'ſt of thy better Attendants; The ſþiric i willing but the fleſh is weake, 

O thou Godof ſpirits, that haſt coupled theſe two together,unice them in a dcfire 
of their diflolution; weaken this fleſh to receive, and encourage this ſpirit either to 
defire,or tocontemne death;and now.as I grow neerer to my home, let me increaſ- 
in the ſenſe of my joyes: Iam thine, ſave mee, O Lord; It was thou thar didſt pur 
ſuch courage into thine ancient,and late wicnefſes, thar they either invired, or chal- 
lenged death; and held their perſecntors their beſt friends, for letting them looſ: 


from cheſe gievesoffleſh.I know, thine hand is not ſhortned; ncither any of them 


hath reccived wore proofes of thy former mercies; Oh let thy gocdnefſe enable me 
ro reach them 11 rhe comfortable ſteadinefſe of my paſſage: Doe hut draw this Vaile 
alittle,that I niay (ee my giory,and I cannot but be inflamed with the defire of it:Tr 
was not [,that c1:hcr made this body for the earth,or this ſoule for my body,or this 
heaven for my ſorle,or this gory of Heaven,or this entrance into glory: All is thine 
owne worke ; Oh perf-C& what thou haſt begun, that thy praiſe and my happineſſe 
may be conſummate at once, 

Yea, O my ſoule, what need'ſt thou wiſh the Godof mercies to bee tender of his 
owne honour? Art thou nota member of that body,wherofthy Saviour is the Head? 
canſt thou drowne, when thy Head 15 above ? was it not for thee, that heerriumphr 
over death?Is there any feare in a foyled adverſary?Oh my Redeemer. TI have alrea- 
dy overcome in thee:how can I miſcarry in my ſelfe > Oh my foule, thou haſt mar- 
ched valiantiy ! Behold, the Damoſels of that heavenly Jeruſalem come forth wir} 
Timbrels and Harps to meet thee, and ro applaud thy ſtccefſe : And now, there re- 
maines nothing for thee but a Crowne of righteouſnes, which thar righteous Judge 
{hall give thee,at that Day:0h Death,where « why ſting? Oh grave, where '1 thy viftory £ 

Returne now unto thy reſt, O my ſule: for the Lord hath beene heneficiall unto 
thee.O Lord God, the ſtrength of my ſalvation, thou haſt covered mv head in the 
day of battell: O my God, and King, I willextoll thee, and will blefſe thy name for 


[ever,and ever.I will blefſe thee daily,ard praiſe thy Name for ever, and eyer. Grear 


is the Lord,and moſt worthy to be praiſed, and his greatnefſe is incomyrehenſible:I 
will meditate of the beauty of thy glorious Majeſty,and thy wonderfull works: Fo 
janna, thou that dwelleſt in the higheſt Heayens. Amen. ; 


FINTIS. 


<4. 


our, in this cur, that ſo I might drinknew wine with thee, in thy Fathers Kingdome! | 


Let me alone, and I thall ſhame that name of thine, wi.ich IT haye profeſſed: ey=; 7 {e- | 
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Hi advantape a Scholler batb above others, 
that hecannes be idle, and that be can worke | 
without inſtruments. For, the mind inured| 
to contemplation, will ſet it ſelfe on worke, | 
PPD Do when other occaſions faile : and hath no more 

goo MY power not to ſtudy, than the ezewhich uopen, 

bath, not co ſee ſome thing , in which buſmneſſe it carries about bu | 
owne Library, neuber can complaine 10 want Bookes while it en- 
jojeth it ſelfe_. | 

T could not then negleft the commodity of thu plentifull leafure| 
in my ſo eafte attendance here , but (though beſides my courſe, and, 

{without the belpe of otbers writings) muſi needs buſte my ſelfe in | 

ſuch thoughts as | have ever given account of, ro your Lordſhip: 

ſuch. as 1 bope ſhall not bee unprofitable, nor unwelcome to their 

Patron, to their Readers. I ſend them forth from bence, under | 

your Honourable name ; to ſhew you that no abſence, uo imploy- 

ment can make me forges my due reſpet to your Lordſhip: to whors 

| moons L 
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(next under my gracious Maſter) 1 have deſervedly bequeathed 
my ſelfe and my endevours. Your goodneſſe hath not wont to mag- 
nifie it ſelfe more in giving, than m receiving ſuch like boly pre. 
ſents : rhe knowledge whereof bath intitled youro more labours of | 
this nature (if I have numbred aright) than apy of your Peeres, 
{miſdoubt not either Jour acceptation, or thAr uſe. T hat Gd, 
who hath above all bis other favours given yeur Lordſhip, euen in 
theſe careleſſe times,an beart truly religious, give you an bappie 
increaſe of all bi heavenly graces by my unworthy ſervice. T obs 
gracious care I daily commend your Loraſhip with my Honoura- 
ble Lady ; wiſhing you both, all that little joy earth can affoord 
y0u, and fulneſſe of glory above. — 
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Your Lord(hips 


Moſt humbly devoted for ever in all dutie 
and obſervance, 


los. Haut. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


S there is nothing ſooner dry than a teare , ſo there isno- 
.thing ſooner out ofſeafon than worldly forraw:which if ir 
be freſh and ſtill bleeding, finds ſome to comfort and pity 
itz if ſtale and *kinned over with time, is rather entertai- 
ned with ſmiles, than commiſeration : But the ſorrow of 
repentance comes never out of time. All times are alike 
untothat Eternity,whereto we make our ſpiritual mones: 

| That whichis paſt, thatwhich is future, are both preſent 


hy 


oc >» 00000074 
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man to weepe for the {inns of his youth. Thoſetegrescan 
neverbeſhedeither too ſoone, or too late. 
2 


part with their good nameand breath, at once. There is ſcarce a vicious man, whoſe 
name is not rotten before his carcafſe. Contrarily, the good mans name is oft=times 
heire to his life, either borne after the death of the parent, for thac envy would not 
ſuffer it to eome forth before: or perhaps ſo well gtowne up1n his life-time; chat the 
hope thereof is the ſtaffe of hisage, and joy of his death. A wicked mans name may 
be feared a while ; ſoone after,it is cither forgotten or curſed: The good man either 
fleepeth with his body in peace, or waketh (as hisſoule)in glory. 


Oft-times thoſe which ſhew much valour while cliere is equall poſſibility of life, 
when they ſee a preſent neceſſity of death, are found moſt ſhamefully rimorous. 
Their courage was before grounded upon hope : that, cutoff, leaves them at once 
deſperate and cowardly : whereas men of feebler ſpirits nieet more cheerfully with 


death ; becauſe though their courage be leſle, yer their expectation was more. 


4 
I have ſeldome ſeene the ſonne of an excellent and famotis man,excellent:Bur thar 
an illbird hath an ill egge,is not rare; children poſſeſſing as the bodily diſeafes,ſo the 
vicesof their parents. Vertue is not propagated: Vice 1s; even in them which have 
itnot reigning in themſelves. Thegraine 15 ſowne pure, but comes up with chatfe and 
huske. Haſt thoua good ſonne ? He is Gods, tot thine. Is he evill? Nothing but his 
ſinne is thine. Help by thy prayers and endeyours to take away that which thou haſt 


thou maiſt name him apoſſeſſion; but thou ſhalt find hima lofſe; 


ERP 
Theſe things be comely and pleaſant to ſee, and worthy of honour from the behol- 
| der : A young Saint,an old Martyr, a religious Souldier, a conſcionable Stareſman, a 
great fnan courteous, a learned man humble, a filent woman, a child underſtanding 
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with him. Ir is neither weake nor uncomely, for an old | 


Some men live to be their owne executors for their good name ; which they ſee | 
(not honeſtly)buried,before themſelves die.Some other of great place, andill deſerr, | 


L 


given him, and toobtaine from Godthat which thou haſt, and canſt nor give : Elfe | 


— Lid 


"W_- 


. Ln bw uf." = _ -—4g 
” <> \/ s - = ww. -—_ * 
- ah ; by 7 3 o "I" 4 % "5 — 
mm 0 ” > . 4 | - _ 4 _ 
Co” was dt 68 AN ; ; -_ 7 < . : 5” gb - - y 
L - . bs wm ; _ Os : : vs a; "af te . RN nn 
one: - we —_— 2 S L Logs fg az _/ " o iT -—Y ” _— > 8. = 
OE: Ae. ot oC be RT ad - Yb I a SEL ef Z anne bs os, > EEE”; + wa RL 
_— p _ Jo - ” »C ; SF > logs g 2 *T'% & _ _- —_— 
. _ A . bo te —— _ = o 
ee , oo 
_ - < 


\ : T 2997 
wal tt ns, %.: AO IIIT _ 
< ha 3 
W: * >4 « 
- en ns bs. 


* Cant 
a = > 
a Y 
WY. hc {be 
nos ou .< 


s 
A : YO A 
£ = _- FR ores Aw 
Ph - % CS. habe oterrs "=. 
« 3-4 x. "LS £ 3 
= ny apo: *, 
” _— . "#4 = 
x - x JOS _ 5 
—_— — - * 
* i A. —_ w . 
of 4 
- - as 
"= —_——. 
wie rn. Si. % 
y-” LS a 
ue era taxi v6 
4 4 0 on 
*., aw 5 wi. __ 
YR 
- wa Mz 
. a es4 
& + 
©. 


; . 
v1 © by + : « pu 
« a——s 4 Sw ” > gag - ; vs 
-_ mmangitit,,. : - * - ” -_ 4+ : I : _ ” 
4 a ——n ; Ma > ones, 7 2 ate gr ee _ - « p Fug at one « $8. : ——— _ = ho 
_ —_— w—om_ = — ug w. o S Sd. «divx yo Pre > , D—- X ; ' £ Es Fa. I 
a . Y : Kh » _ » 2+ 3 2 "a SE ; a7 > wy Bo, . 10 yah n (ewe " , _ . —_ "4 RO « 
on ® oe 2 ++#: Yan 4+. : p d - Fo, tudes vn. G : u = - 
er 1# "He, OOTY. noe Wop ee NE = - _ 
- " = p . 4 wilt 2 - b a*% 


»> wth, wv «ae =” POR MN 0 wort Ie Xe p 
mY b "- 


- 7 as = = an, "< *4 - A & a + 4 = ". 
angie 2 Et Sos hs Sr * - gt ERR LEE 0 
- [- — 4 vc - © os ” 4a . 
_ + - 4 


—— — —— —  — 
I mo 4 60 
- a as e 


an Kr ee lager pe fs a, 
ww 5 Es. if nd a. =. 
" { 
hn Mr” {x 
= » + 


mt -— 
at TIES RE. 


ror ts ON OE wa 
mn gen why oe —" 4 


4 . of, 
"F" x p = 4 
neem en EI Lu 
a : "_ — —_ d *% a 
w we - PY 
- I" _— as 
Pee! = — -F q 4 
$. E 4 oo wy _ - ys —__ 
Oo A: ores ome A Ie”: 
rr ent en me Au Oe 
YOte ir Ya ts nar, ANG PI a 
Ce We one tly ag er 29 + El. Ra 
£8 as RY » 4 "_ wm 
6 2, one ou on Rt , Fa 
6-4 heir b a - mas 


* Fw 5 
IT i ite rae - 
- a ow” jp " ns - 


os 


I "_— 2 
KY C : * 3 ed Ng _ 
4 Cs Den, % _ ww = 
. a. + = RA Co er 
EE OE «=>, : _—_— ——— — — —  — — _—_— + 25 v yn 
o —_—_ Wow ow pM 2 194/ _— pp 
ENS pe Gott] — 4 
» <dwr hap __— py 


> op og me 


we EO 
_ —_ 
_ —_— bed» Sag 
— i wats te. 
1 - 
». v4 aloe. uma — oor _—_ 2-40 06 


Hob Obſervations. 


rhe eye of hisParent,a merry companion wit out vanity,a friend not changed with k 
honour,a fick man cheerefull,a ſoule departing with comfort and affurance. 
6 | 

L have oft obſerved in merry meetings ſolemnly made,that ſomewhat hath falten 
out croſſe, either in the time,vr immediatly upon it;to ſeaſon(as I think)our immo- 
deration in deſiring or enjoying our friends : and againe, events ſuſpected, have 
provedever beſt ; God herein bleſſing our awfull ſubmiſſion with good ſacceſſe, I 
all theſe humane things, indifferency is ſafe. Let thy doubts be ever equallto thy de- 
fires : ſo thydifappointment ſhall not be grievous, becauſe thy expectation was not 


peremptory. 


+ 
You ſhall rarely find aman eminent in ſandry faculties of mind,or ſundry manna. 
| ry trades. If his memory be excellent, his fantaſfie is bur dull : if his fancy bee buſie 

and quicke, his judgement is bur ſhallow : If his judgement be —— hisutterance 
| is harſh : which alſo holds nolefſe in the aCtiviries of the hand. And if it happen that 
one man be qualified with $kill of divers trades, and practiſe this yariety, you ſhall 
ſeldome find ſuch one thriving in hiseſtate : with ſpiritual, gitrs it 1s otherwiſe , 
which are fo chained together, that who excels in one, hath ſome eminency jn 
more, yea,in all. Look upon faith : ſhe is attended witha Bevy of Graces : Hee thar 
beleeyes, cannot but have hope : if hope, patience. He that beleevesand hopes,mu} 
needs find joy in God: if joy, love of God ; hee that loves God,cannot but love his 
brother : his love to God, breeds piety and care to pleaſe, ſorrow for offending. feare 
ro offend: his love to men. fidelity and Chriſtian beneficence. Vices are ſeidomse fin- 
{ gle ; bur vertues goe ever introups : they goe ſothick,that ſometimes ſome are hid 


in the crowd; which yer are, but appeare not. They may be ſhutout from fight:they ( 
cannot be ſeyered. 
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The heaven ever moves,and yet1s the place ofour reſt:Farth ever reſts,and yet is 

| the place of our trouble. Outward morion can be no enemy to inward reſt ; as ut-| 
ward reſt may well ſtand with inward unquietnefle, LOT 


PT] 9 LEST | 
None live fo 11}, but they content themſelves1n ſomewhat:Even the begger likes 
the ſmell of his diſh. Tr 1s 2 rare evill that harh not ſomething to ſweeren it, either in 
ſenſe,or in hope:otherwiſe men would grow deſperate,murinous,envious of others, 
weary of themſelves. The berter that thing is wherein wee place our comfort, the 
happier we live : and the more we love good things, the better they are tous. The 
woridlings comfort, though it be good to him becauſe he loves it ; yet becauſe it is 
not abſolutely and eternally good, it failes him : whereinthe Chriſtian hath juſt ad- 
vantage of him,while he hath all the ſame cauſes ofjoy refinedand exalted: beſides, 
| more and higher, which the other knowes norof*: the worldling laughes more, but 
the Chiſtian is more delighted. Theſe two are eaſily ſevered. Thou ſeeſt a goodly 
picture, or an heape of thy gold : thou laugheſtnor, yet thy delight is more than in 
ajeſt that ſhaketh thy ſpleene. As griefe, ſojoy is not lefſe when ir is leaſt expreſſed. 

Io 

* T have ſcene the worſt natures, and moſt depraved minds, not affe&ting all fins: 
bur {ti!] fome they have condemned in others,and abhorred in themſelves.One ex- 
cla mes On covetoulnes, yet he can too well abide riotous goodfellowſhip.Another 
inveighs againſt drunkennefle and excefle, not caring how cmell he beiin uſary and 
oppreſſion.One cannot endure arough and quarrellous diſpoſition, yet gives himſelfe 
oycrtouncleanand laſtivious courſes. Another hatesall wrongs, five wron gro God. 
One 15acivill Atheiſt, anothera religious Uſurer, a third an'honeſt Drutikard, a 
fourth an unchaſte Juſticer,a fift a chaſte Quarreller.I know nor whether every De- 


vi] excel in all fns:I am ſure ſome of them have denomination from ſome fins more 
ſnecrali.Let no m:n applaud himſelfe for thoſe fins he wanteth, bur condemne him- 
{c}fe rather for that 


wes Bog wit n__ he hath. Thou cenſureſt another mans ſin,he thine ; God 
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II po Cd 9 ASERT Ol 133-3b4454 
Gold is the heavieſt of all metals: It is no wonder that the rich man'is uſnally 
ried downeward to his place. Iris hard for the ſoule,clogged with many weights, to: 
aſcend to Heaven:It muſt be aſtrongand nimble ſoule;that can carry upir Rifeang: 
ſuch a load, yet Adm and Noabflew up thither withthedowble Monarchy of ths 


1 * 


\therabate of thy load, if thou findit too preſling;whether by having leſſe, orfoving 

lefſe:or addetothy ſtrength and aftivity,that thou miieſt yet aſeend.Itis more com- 

mendable,by how much more hard,to climb into heayen witha burden, ' - 7 + * 
I2 SHS Oy 5 3101 os j! 


ritably. And others, while they would falve upanerror with loye;have failed in' their 

wildome, and offended againſt juſtice. A charitable nntruth, and an uncharitable 

truth, and an unwiſe menaging of truth or love, are all to be carefully ayoided of 

him,that would goe with a right foot in the narrow way, + 
I3 {So af paces «x1 erer ee 


yet then he 


57> uh 
The homelieſt ſervice that we doe in an hone 


ch 
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The golden infancy of ſome hath proceeded 


4832S 33 JE3EF IC] 
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fid of Couttiers, that they muſt receive injuries, ' and: givethankes,' God'&nnot 
wrong his, but hee will crofſe them; thoſe crofſesare berieficiall; 'all benefits chat; 
| : 5g 4h Eirare + iodbenolup-rrtey ery}. 0.7700 fe: 13 trot mag Vans 
lenge thanks:yet T have read, that Gods children haye with'conditian prayed againſt 
them,never for them. In good things, we pray botli for ther,and their g60 aft 


good thing bur is worthy of thankes, 
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WELESY 


#1 Ee? wy e + 
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i5no evill of paine which God dothnot ; nothing that Gaddoth, is not goo BY ils 


I 7 | 6 40 NED 

One halfe ofthe world knowes not how the other lives:% therfore the better ſort 
pirty nor the diſtreſſed;and he miſerable envy nocthoſe which fare berrer, becauſe 
they know it not. Each man judges of others conditions, by his owne. The worft ſort 


, And if the betrer ſort(ſach we call thoſe which are greater) could look doiwtie to 


; '- PORE. GOES - Bo POS. 3. tc. > SUIS OTST — TROY 


Car? | 


world,the Patriarks with much wealth, many holy Kings with maſſie Crownes and | 
Scepters. The burthen of COVELOus defires 15 more heavy ro an etnpty-ſoule; than | 
muchtreaſire to the full.Our aftections give poize or lightneſſe to earthly thitigs:Fi- | 


A Chriſtian in all his wayes muſt have three guides : Truth, Charicy, Wiſloine. 
Truth to goe before him; Charity and Wiſdome on either hand.IF any of the three | 
beabſent, he walkes amiſſe. I have ſeene ſome doe hurt by following a truth tincha- | 


ms with our ctid. RY 
C; E: —_ T6 E: SY IS 


evill;for their good uſe, not thermfelyes; yet we muſt give thanks for both; For there 


would be too much diſcontented,if they ſaw how far more pleaſant the lifeoforhers | 
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Holy Obſervations. 


the infinite miſeriesof inferiours, it would make them either miſerable in compaſſi- | 
on,or proudin conceit.It 15 good, ſometimes, for the delicate richman to looke into 
the poore mans Cupbord : and ſeeing God in mercy g1yes him notro know their 
forrow by experience, to know it yetin ſpeculation :\ This ſhall reach him more 
thanks toGod,more mercy to men,more contentment in himſelte. 

"T8 
Such asa mans prayer is for another, it ſhallbe in time of his extremity for him- 
| ſelfe : for though he love himſelfe more than others, yet his apprehenſion of Gods 
alike for both. Such ashis prayer is ina former extremity,it ſhall be alſo in death: this 
| way we may have experience cyen ofa thing future: If God have been farre off from 
thee in a fit of thine ordinary fickneſſe; feare left hee will not beeneerer thee in thy 
laſt : what differ s thatfromthis, butintime ? Corre& thy dulneſſe upon former 
proofes ; orelſc at laſt thy deyotion ſhall want life before thy bedy. 
I9 | 
| Thoſe that come to their mearastoa medicine (as Avguſtine reports of himſelte) 
live inan auſtere and Chriſtian temper, and ſhall be ſure not to joy too much inthe 
creature,nor to abuſe themſelyes:'T hoſe that come to their medicine as to meat, ſhal 
be ſare tolive miſerably anddye ſoone. To come to meat, if without agluttonous ap- 
petite and palate,isallowed to Chriſtians : Tocome to meat asto a ſacrifice unto the 
belly, is a moſt baſe andbrurtiſh idolatry. 


CO et me oy —_— 
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20 

The worſt that eyer were, evenCain and 1udz, have had ſome Fautors that haye 
honoured them for Saints: andthe Serpent that begailed our firſt Parents, hath in 
thatname had divine honour and thanks. Neyer any man trod ſo perillous and 
deep ſteps, but ſome have followed, and admired him. Each maſter of Herefie hath 
found ſomeclients ; even hee, that taught all mens opinions were true. Againe, no 
man hath beene ſo cxquiſite, but ſame have detraed fromhim, even in thoſe quali- 
ties, which have ſeemed moſt worthy of wonder toothers. A man ſhall be ſare to be 
backed by ſome,eitherin or evill, and by ſome ſhouldred in both. It is good for 


2 man notto ſtandupon tus Abbetters, but his quarrell, and not to depend upon 
others, but hunſelfe. 


21 
Wee fee thouſands of creaturesdye for our uſe, and never doe ſo much as pitty 
them : why doe we think much rodyeonce for God ? They arenotours ſo much as 
weare Is; norour pleaſure ſomuch to us,as his glory to him : their lives are loſtto 
us,curs but changed tohim. _ 

22 


Much omamenris no good figne: painting of the face argues an ill complexion of 
body, aworle mind. Truth hath a face borh honeſt an Jos. , and ie 4 beſt in 
her ownecolours: bur, aboveall, Divine Truth ismoſt faire, and moſt ſcornethto 
borrow beauty ofmans witor tongue : ſhee loverth tocome forth inher native grace, 
bke aprincely Matron ; and counts it the greateſt indignity, ro bee dallied with as4 
wanton Strumpet : ſheelooks to command reverence, not pleaſure; ſhee would bee 
| kneeled to, not laughed at. Toprank herup in vaine drefſesand faſhions,or to ſport 

with herinalight and youthfull manner, is moſt abhorring from hernature : they 
know hernot,that give her ſuch entertainmanr;and ſhall firſt know her an gry,when 
they doe know her. A gaune,ſhe wouldbe plaine, bur not baſe,not ſluttiſh: ſhe would 
be clad, not gariſhly, yetnot in rags : ſhe likes as little co be ſer outby a baſe ſoile, as 
to ſeeme credited with gay colours.It is no ſmall wiſfome to know her juſtguiſe,but 


moreto follow it : : f 
wn o' ts L and ſo tokeep the meane, that while we pleaſe her, we diſcontent 
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_ In worldly carriage,ſo much isa man made of;as he rakes upon himſelfe : bur ſach 
|1s Gods bleſfing upon rue humility,that ir ſtilprocurech Sk prota 


nm . rence.I never ſaw Chri- 
ſtianlefſe honoured for a wiſenegle& ofhimſelfe. If our dejeQion ond from the 


conſcience ofour want, itis poflible we ſhouldbeas little cfteemed of others, a5 of our| 
| A Il : | ſelves: 
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ſelves but if we have true graces, and prize them not at the higheſt, others ſhall va- 
Je both them inus, andus forthem, andwithuſury giveus that honour we with- 
held modeſtly from our ſelyes. 


| 


| 24. | 
He that takes hisfull liberty in what he may, ſhall repent him : how much more in 


e worldly 
s,to riſe with an ap- | 


what he ſhould not ? Ineverread of Chriſtian that repented him of too little 
delight. The ſureſt courſe I have ſtill found in all earthly pleaſuse 
petite,and to be fitisfied with alittle. 
| | Bb | | 
There is a time when Kings goenot forth to warfare : our ſpirituall warre admits 
no intermiſſion : 1t knowesno night, no winter, abides nopeace, no truce. This calls 
usnot into garriſon, where we may have eaſe andrefpit, but intopitched fields con- 
tinually : we ſee our enemies 1n the face alwayes, andare alwayes ſcene and aflaulted: 
eyer reſiſting, ever defending, receiving and returning blowes. If either we he neg- 
ligent or weary, weedye : whatother hope is there while one fights, andthe other | 
ſtands ſtill? We cannever have ſafety andpeace, bur in victory. There muſt our re- 
| fiſtance be couragious and conſtant, where both yeelding is deat}. and all creaties of 
peace mortall. | 
+ 26 

Neutrality in things goodor evill, is both odious, and prejudiciall: but in matters 
of an indifferent nature is ſafeand commendable. Herein taking of parts maketh 
ſides, and breaketh unity. In an unjuſt cauſe of ſeparation, hee that favorreth both 
parts may (perhaps) have leaſt love of either ſide, but hath moſt charity in himſelfe. 

2 

Nothing is more abſurd than that Epicurean reſolution, Tet as eat ard drinkeFomor- 
row we ſhall dye : Asif we were made only for the panch,and lived that we might live: 
yer there was neverany naturallman found favour in that meat which hee knew 
ſhould be hislaſt : whereas they ſhould ſay,Let us faſt and pray,to morrow wee ſhall 
dye : for, to what purpoſe is the body ſtrengthned, that it may periſh? Whoſe grea- 
rerſtrength makes our death more yiolent. No man beſtowes a coſtly roofe on a rui- 


nous tenement : that mans endis caſte andhappy, whom death finds with aweake | 
body,andaſtrong foule. | 


ans Bo oo my 
, - > = *% p __ 
, Ewa << dt £4 i. > ——— 5 . —_— ” 
TO 2 AI _ | MD - _ 
atom urns erg to —_ > | 4 
_—_—_ h- - - 1 4 , wr : "he ge . 


481 q tes PR NP 
-_ _ *%, 6 4 
. « _ ” 
Py - 
' 4 an. 3; 4 
- - 
- _ 
,- - 
n __— Wa 
ESL xe ae 
- ae I” A = LAI 
- by A LS we 
We Hs L ww © n 
* c 
” p « 


wa . E , 

_ y - 4 WW. - a 6 - . 

ap} 4 —_— s oe in 5 , iy + wo +, "Wii ox. $7 

_—_ pat t ITT mh DO —wo—— ak” wage ws - Pg 

7 0, Ds aro 4 #4, 7 "WS p X ” _ - 3 ey 7 . I + > - 0 _ ” = = £ 

WP, 227 SE” >. _ i " ho - . 9, Be x + p-— ww — FRD q % Y LM ot 1 ai 
pe = - .* - _— gs 2 - _ ”=_ . z,” hs f 
. - ” ol a 4 7 EY > 


28 
Sometime, even things in themſelves naturally good, areto be refuſed for thoſe, | 
which (being evill) may be an occaſion toa greater good. Life is in itſelfe good, and 
death evill:elſe David, E/zas,and many excellent Martyrs would riot have fled.to hold 
life, and avoid death; nor Ezzck#ah have prayed for it, nor our Saviour have bidden us 
to flee for it, nor God promiſed it to hisfor a reward: yet if in ſome caſes we hate not 
life, wee loye not God,nor our foules. Herein,as much as in any thing, the perverſe- 
neſſe of our natareappeares, that we wiſh death, or love life upon wrong cauſes : we 
wouldlive for pleaſure, or we wonlddyefor paine ; 7obfor his ſores, Fas for his per- 
ſecution, Tozzas for his Gourd would preſently die, and will needs our-face Gad that 
It 15better for him to dye than to live : wherein wee are like rogarriſon-ſouldiers, 
| that while they live within ſafe walls, and ſhew themſelves once a day rather for ce- 
remome andpompe, than need or danger, hke warfare well enough ; but if once cal- 
led forth tothe field, they wiſh themſelyesat home. —_ 
| I 
Notonely the leaſt, but che worſt js ever in the bottome : whatſhould God doe | 
| with the dregs of ourage ? When finne will admit thee his Client no longer, then | 
God ſhall bee beholden to thee for thy ſervice : Thus is God dealt with in all other 
offerings : The worſt and leaſt ſheafe muſt be Gods Tenth : The deformedfſt or fim- 
pleſt of our children muſt be Gods Miniſters : rhe uncleanlieſt and moſt carelefſe 
houſe miſt be Gods Temple: the idleſt and ſleepieſt houres of the day muſt bee re- 
ſerved for our prayers : The worſt part of our age for devotion. We would have God 
| give us ſtill of rhe beſt, andare realy to murmure at every little eyill he ſends us: yet | 
nothing is bad enough for him, of whom we receive all. Nature condemnes this in- 
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Holy Obſervations. 

| equality 3 and te!s us, that he which is the Author ofgood, ſhould haye the beſt; and. 
| he which givesall ſhould have his choyce. WD : 

t 30 

When we goe about an evil! buſinefle, itis ſtrange how ready the devill is to ſet us 
forward; how carefull, that we ſhould want no furtherances. So that if a man would 
be lewdly witty, he ſhall be ſure to be furniſhed with ſtore of prophane jeſts, where- 
 inalooſe heart hath double advantage of the conſcionable. If hee would be yoluptu- 
ous, he ſhall want neither objects nor opportunities. The currant paſſage of ill enter- 
priſes is ſo farre from giving cauſe of encouragement, thar ir ſhould jultly fright a | 
man ro looke backe tothe Author; and to conſider that hee therefore goesfaſt, be. | 


. 
. 


cauſe the devill drives him. 


31 

In the choyce of companions for our converſation, it is good dealing with menof 
good narures : for though grace exerciſeth her power in bridling nature, yet, (ith 
we are {ti]l men,at the beſt)ſome ſwinge the will have in the moſt mortified. Auſte- 
rity, ſallenneſſe, or ſtrangenefle of diſpoſition, and whatſoever qualities may make 
a man unſociable, cleave faſter roour nature, than thoſe which are morally eyill, 
True Chriſtian love may bee ſeparated from acquaintance, and acquaintance from 
 intirenefſe : Theſe are not qualities to hinder our love, but our familiaritie. 
| 7 32 | DL en. i 

Tgnorance, as it makes bold, intruding men careleſly into unknowne-dangers: fo 
alſo it makes men oft-timescauleleſ]y fearefull. Herod feared Chriſts comming, be- 
cauſe he miſtooke it : if that Tyrant had nowne the manner of his ſpirituall Regi- | 
ment, hee had ſpared both hisowne frightand the bloud of other. And hence it is 
that we feare death, becauſe weare not acquainted with the vertue of it, Nothing 
but innocency and knowledge can give ſound confidence tothe heart. 
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Where are divers opinions, they may be all falſe ; there canbe but one true 2 and 
that one truth oft-times muſt bee fetcht by peece-meale out of divers branches of 
contrary opinions, For, it falls outnot ſeldome, that Truth is through ignorance or 
raſh vehemency,ſcattered into ſundry parts;and like toa little Silver melted amongſt 
the ruines of a burnt houſe, muſt be tried out from heaps of much ſuperfluous aſhes. 
There 1s much paines in the ſearch of it; much skill in finding it:the yalue of itonce 
found, requites the coſt of both. 


34 
Aﬀectation of ſuperfluity,is in all things a ſigne of weaknefle: As, in words, he that 
uſechcircumlocurions to expreſſe himſelte, ſhewes want of memory and want ofpro- 
per ſpeech: And muchralke arguesa braine feeble and diſtempered. What good can 
any earthly thing yeeld us beſide his uſe > and whar is itbut vanity, toaffe& that 
which doth us no good ? and what uſe is in that which is ſuperfluous 2? It is a great 
Skill toknow what is enough, and great wiſdome to care for no more. 


3 = EG 
Good things, which in abſence were dbred. now offering themſelves to ourpre-. 
ſence,are ſcarce entertained:or at leaſt not with our purpoſed cheerefulneſſe;Chriſts 
comming to us, and our going to him,are inour profeſſion well eſteemed, much wi- 
ſhed : but when hee ſingleth us out by a dirett meſſage of death, or by ſome fearefull 
ſigne giveth likelihood of a preſent returne, we are as much affected wirh feare, as 
before with deſire. All changes,alrhough to the better.are troubleſome for the time, 
untill our ſetling : There is no remedy hereof but inward prevention,: Our miad 
muſt change, before our eſtate be changed. 
36 | 
Thoſe are greateſt enemies to Religion, that are not moſt wrelipious. Atheiſts, 
though in themſelves they be the worſt, yerare ſeldome found hot Perſecutors of 
others ; whereas thoſe which in ſome one fundamenrall point be hereticall,arecom-' 
monly moſt violent in oppoſitions. One hurts by ſecret infe&ion, the other by 
| open reliſtance : One is carelefle of all truth, the other vehemenc for ſome = | 
FE: FS es | YR truth. \ 
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| 1 'truth. An Atheiſt is worthy of more hatred, an Hererike of more feare =" 1 fo 
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| 37 | 
| Wayes,ifnever ufed, cannot but be faire; ifmitch uſed, are made commodiouſly 
paſable zif before oft uſed,and now ſeldome, they become deepe and dangerous. If | 
| [thehearr be not atall inuredto medication, it findethno fault with ir ſelfe ; nor for 
| chat ici innocent, bur ſecure;if often, it finderh comfortable paſſage for histhoughts, 
ifrarely,and with intermiſfion, tedious and ttoubleſome. In things of this nature, we 
only eſcape complaint,ifwe uſe them _— alwayesor never. 
3 OT 
Our ſenſiall hand holds faſt whatſoever delight it apprehendeth : our ſpirituall 
hand eaſily remitteth ; becaulſe appetite is ſtronger inusthan grace : whence itis, - 
thatwe ſo hardly deliver our ſelves of earthly pleaſures, which we have once enter- 
tained ; and with ſuch difficulty draw our ſelves toa conſtant courſe of faith, hope, 
and ſpirituall joy, or to the renued ads of them once intermitted. Age is naturally 
\ weak, and youth vigorous ; but in us the old man 1sſtrong, thenerv faint and feeble : | 
the fault is not in grace, but inus : Faith doth not want ſtrength, but we want faith. | 
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It is not good in worldly eſtates foraman tomake himſelfe neceffary ;,for here- | 
upon hee 1s both more toyled, and more fuſpefed : but in the facred Common- 
 wealttrof the Church,a man'cannot be engaged too deeply by his ſervice. The ambi- 
tion of ſpirituall well-doing breedsno danger. He thar doth beſt,and may worſt bee 

| ſpared, is happieſt. | 
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49 
It was a fit compariſon of world!y cares, to thornes : for as they choke.the Word, 
| ſo they pricke our ſoules : Neither the Word cangrow up amongſt them, nor the | 
heart canreſt upon them : Neither body nor foule can find eaſe while they are with- 
| in,- or cloſe to us. Spirituall cares are as ſharp ; but more profitable : they paine us, | 
| bur leave the ſoule berter. They breake our ſleep, but for a ſweeter reſt : wearenot | 
| well, but either while we have them, or after we have had them. Itisas impoſlible to 
have fpirituall healch withour theſe,as to have bodily ſtrength with the other. 


41 | 


In temporall good things, it isbeſt to live in doubt ; not making full account of 
that which we hold in ſo weake atenure : In ſpirituall,with confidence; not fearing | 
that which is warranted tous by an infallible promiſe and ſure earneſt. Hee lives} 
more cantentedly,that is moſt ſecure for this world, moſt reſolute for the other. | 

Pi '.;. | 

God hath in nature given every man inclinations to ſome one particular callife I 
which if he follow,he excells ; if he crofſe, he proves a zoz-proficient,and changeable : 
bur all mens natures are equally indiſpoſed to grace, and tothe common vocation of | 
Chriſtianity : we are all borne Heathens. To doe well, Nature muſt in the firſt be ob- | 
ſerved and followed.in the other crofſed and overcome. Ep: ag 
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+3 | 
Good-manis title given tothe loweſt ; whereas all Titles of Greatnefſe, Wor- 
ſhip, Honour,are obſerved andattributed with choyce. TREND ofthe world be- 


wrayes their mind, and ſhews the common eſtimation of goodneſſe compared. 
| wich other qualities. The World therefore is an ill Herald, and unsKkilfull in the | 
true ſtiles. It were happy that Goodnefſe were ſo common ; and pity that it either 
{honid not ſtand with Greatnefſe,or nor be preferred toit. 


v i 


| 44 ons 
Amongſt alla&tions, Satan is ever buſieſt in the beſt, and moſt in the beſt part of 
the beſt; asin-the endof Prayer, when the heart ſhould cloſe upir ſelfe with moſt 
comfort. He neyerfeares us, but when weare well employed : andthe more likeli- 
hood he ſes of ourprofit, the moreis his envy and labour to diſtra&t us. We ſhould 
love our ſelyesas much as he hates us;and therefore ſtrive ſo much the more towards 
Qur good, as his malice ſtriverhto interrupt it. Weedoe nothing, if we contend 9 
when 
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when we are reſiſted. The good ſoule is everin contrad ition;denying what is gran- FR | 
ted, and contending for that which is denicd ; fuſpetting when 1t is gain- faid, and | 
fearing liberty. | 


45 

God fore-warnes ere he trie, becauſe he would be prevented : Satan ſteales upon 

us ſaddenly by temprations, becauſe he would foile us. If we relent not upon Gods 

premonition, and meet not the lingring paſe of his puniſhments, to fore-ſtall them, 

hee puniſheth more, by how much his warning was more evident and more 

| large. Gods trialls muſt be mer when they come : Satans muſt bee ſeene before they 

come; and if we be not armed ere we be aſſaulted, we ſhall be foyled ere wee canbe 
armed. 


| 46 I 

It isnot good to be continuall in denunciation of udgement: Thenoiſe to which 
we are accuſtomed(though loud)wakes us not ; whereasa lefſe (1 unuſuall) ſtirreth 
us. Thenext way to make threatnings contemned, 15 to make them common. It isa 
profitable rod that ſtrikes ſparingly, and frights ſomewhat oftner than it ſmiteth. 


47 Rs 

Want of uſe cauſeth diſability, and cuſtome perfe&ion. Thoſe that haye notuſed | 
to pray in their Cloſet, cannot pray in publike, bur coldly and in forme. He that dif: | 
' continues meditation, ſhall be long in recovering ; whereas the man inured to theſe | 
exerciſes(who is not dreſſed till he have prayed,nor hath ſupped tillhe have medira- | 
red)doth both theſe well, and with eaſe. Hee that intermits good duties, incurres a 
{ double loſſe : of the bleſſing that followeth good ; of the faculty of doing it. 
| 8 


| Chriſtianity is both an eaſie yoke,anda hard;hard to take up ; eafie:to beare when |C 

once taken. The heart requires much labour,ere it can be induced to ſtoop under it; | 

| and finds as much contentment when it hath ſtooped. The worldling thinks Religi- | 

| on ſervility ; but the Chriſtian knowes whoſe ſlave he was,ti]l he entred into this ſer- 
vice ;zandthat no bondagecan beſo evyill, as freedome from theſe bonds. 

It isa wonder how full of ſhifts Nature is; ready to turne over all good purpoſes. 
It we thinke of death, ſhe ſuggeſts ſecretly ;Tuſb,it ſhall not come yet : If of judge- 
ment for {inne; This concernes not thee ; it ſhall not come at all : If of heaven, and 
our labour to reach it ; Trouble not thy ſelfe ; it will come ſoone enough alone. Ad- 
drefle thy ſelfe to pray ; It is yetunſeaſonable ; ſtay for a better opportunity : To 
givealmes ; Thou knoweſt not thine owne future wamts: Toreprove; Whatneedlt 


thou thruſt thy ſelfeinto wilfull hatred ? Every good ation hath his let : Hecanne- 
yer be good , that is notreſolute. = 
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50 | 
All Artsare Maids to Divinity ; therefore they both vaile to her, and doe her ſer- 
vice,and ſhe, like a grave Miſtreſſe, controlls them at pleaſare : Naturall Philoſophy 
teacheth, that of nothing can be nothing made z and that from the privation to the 
habit, is noreturne: Divinity takes her up for theſe ; and upon ſupernatural princt- 
ples, teaches hera Creation, aReſurreftion. Philoſophy teaches us to follow ſenſe, 
asan infallible guide : Divinity tells her, that faith is of things not ſeene. Logick tea- 
ches usfirit to diſcourſe,then to reſolve : Divinity, toafſent without arguing. Civill 
| Law teacherh, that long cuſtome preſcribeth : Divinity, that old things are paſſed. 
| Morall Philoſophy, that tallying of injuriesis juſtice Divinity, that good muſt be 
| Feturned for ill. Policy, that better isa miſchiefe than an inconvenience : Divinity, 
{ that we may nor doe evill, that good may enſue. The Schoole is wellordered, while 
| Divinity keeps the Chaire: bur iFany other skill uſarpe it,and check their Miſtreſſe, 
| there can follow nothing but confuſion and Atheiſme. Tho Eb, 
# | 5 [ Hh. ALH- % 
Much difference 1s to be made betwixt a revolter and a man trained upn errour.A 
Jew andan Arrian both deny Chriſts Deity, yertthis opinion is notin both puniſbt 
with bodily death. Yea, a revolt toalefle errour, is more puniſhable than ediication 
in 
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Holy Obſervations. = nr 


in acapitall Herifte. Errours of judgement, though lefle regardedthan errours of pra- | 
Rice, yetare more pernicious : bur none ſo deadly astheirs, that once were jn the | 
|trurh. Ifrruch be not ſued-ro, ir is dangerous; but if forſaken, deſperate. 
52 wy 

[t is an ill argument of a gooa attion nor well done, when wee are glad that it i; 
done. To be afte&ted wich the comfort of the conſcience of well performing it, is 
good : but mecrely to rejoyce that the at is over, is carnall. Hee never can begin 
cheerefully, thatis glad he hath ended. | 
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| 53 

He that doth not ſecret ſeryice to God with ſome delight, doth bixt counterfeit in 
publike.The truth of any act or paſſion 1s then beſt tried, when it is withour witneſſe, 
Openly, many ſiniſter reſpeAs may draw from usaforme of religious ducies : ſecrer- 
ly, nothing but the power of a goodconſcience, Ir is to be feared, God hath more 
truc and deyout (ervice in Cloſets, than in Churches. 

| 54 | 

Words and diſcaſes grow npon us with yeeres. In age, we talke much, becauſe we 
have ſcene much, & {oone afref ſhall ceaſeralking for ever:Weare moſt diſeaſed be- 
cauſe nature is weakeſt;and death which is neere,muſt have harbingers:ſachis ch Poa 
aze of the World. No marvell, if this laſt rume be full of writing, and weak diſcourſe 
full of ſects and hereſies, which are the ſicknefſesof this great and decayed body. ; 


55. | 
The beſt ground untilled, ſboneſt runsout into ranke weeds: Such are Gods Chil- 
dren; Over-growne with ſecurinie ere they are aware, unleſle they be well exerciſed 
both with Cods plow of affliction, and their owne induſtry -in meditation. A man 
of knowledge that js either negligent or un-corrected, cannot bur grow wilde and 
godleſle, 
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| 56 ” 
Wirhus, vileſt things are ntoſt conimon ; Butwich God the belt things are moſt 
frequently given. Grace, which 15 the nobleſt of all Cods favours, is unpartia!! y be- 
ſtowed uponall willing receivers z whereas Nobilirie of bloud and heighr ofplace, 
bleſſings af an inferiour nature, are reſeryed for few. Herein the Chriſtienfoilowes 
his Father ; hisprayers which are his richeſt portion, he communicates to all ; his 
ſubſtance according to his ability, to few. 


God therefore gives, becauſc he hath FIM ; making his former fayours;arguments 
for more ; Man therefofe ſhuts his hand, becauſe he hath opened it. There isno ſuch 
way toprocure more from God, as to urge him with what he hath done. All Gods 
bleflingsare profitable and excellent ; not ſomuch in themſelyes, as that they are in- 
ducemients to greatet. 


| 58 ee 7 

Gods immediate a&tions are beſt,at firſt. The frame of this creation how exquiſite 
was 1t under his hand ! afrerward, blemiſhed by our finne : mans indeyours are weak 
12 their beginnings, and perfecter by degrees. Noſtience; no device hath eyerbeene | 
perfect in his cradle ;, or at once hath ſeene his þirth and rvaturitie : of the ame na- 
ture are thoſe aCtions which God worketh mediarely by us according toour meaſire 
of receit. The cauſe of borh is, onthe one ſide the intiniteneſſt of his wiſdome and 
| power,whichcannot be corrected by any ſecond aſſayes:Onthe other,our weakneſſe, 
| helping it ſelfe by former grounds and trialls. He is. at happy man thar derrafts no-' 


thing from Gods workes, and addes moſt to hisowne. 


; 


The old ſaying is more common than true ; that thoſe which are in hell, know no 
other heaven : for this makes the damned pefettly miſerable, that outof their owne 
torment, they ſee the felicicie of the Saints; together with their impoſlibiliry of at- | 
raining it. Sight without hope of fruition, is a torment alone : Thoſe that here might 
ze God and will not, ordoe [te him obſcurely and love him not, ſhall once ſee him | 
wit1 anguiſhof ſoule and not enjoy him. by 
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| co. 1 | 
Sometimes evill ſpecches come from goodmen, in their unadyiſedneſſe:and ſome. A 

times even thegood ſpeeches of men may proceed from an ill ſpirit. No conteſiicn | 

could be better than Satan gave of Chriſt :. Itisnot enough to conſider what 1s ſpo- 

ken, or by whom ; butwhence, and for what. The fpiritis oftentimes tried by the | 

| ſpeech : but other-rimes the ſpeech muſt be examined by the ſpirit ; andthe ſpirit, 

| by therule ofanhigher word. > On # 


DIES | _ 
Greatneſſe purs high thoughts, and bigge words into a man ; whereas the dejccted 
mind takes,careleſly, what offers it ſelte. Eyery worldling is baſe-minded; and here. 
| fore his thoughts creepe ſtill low upon the earth. The Chriſtian both 1s and knowes 
| himiſelfe truly great; and thereupon mindeth and ſpeaketh of ſpiricual}, unmorrall, 
| glorious, heayenly things. Somuch as the ſoule ſtcoperh wnto carthly thoughts, ſo 
much is itunregenerate. - Ts 
> 
Long accquaintance, as it maketh thoſe things which are evill, to ſecme [eſſe evil], 
ſo it makes good things, which ar firſt were unpleaſant, delightfull. There is no evil] 
 ofpaine, nor no morall good action, which isnot harſh at the firſt. Continuance of 
evill, which might ſceme ro weary us, is the remecie and abatement of wearinefſe: 
and the praftice ofgood, as it profireth, ſo it pleaſerh. He that 1s a ſtranger rogo0g 
;andevill, findsboth of them troubleſame.. God therefore doth well for us, while he 
exerciſeth us with long affiitions ; and we doe well to our ſelves, while we conti- 
j nually buſie our ſelves in good exerciles. 


| | | 63 
Sometimes it is well taken by men, that we humble our ſelves lower than there is 
cauſe. Thy ſervazt Tecob, ſaith that good Patriarch, to his brother, ro his inferiour. And 
nolefſe well doth Gad take theſe ſubmiſle extenuations of our ſelves ; Iam a worme, | 
and no man : Surely I am more fooliſh than aman, and haye not the underſtanding 
ofatnanin me. Bur I neyer find that any man bragged to God, alrhough in a matter 
of truth, and within the compaſſe of his deſert, and was accepted. A man may betoo 
lowly 1n his dealing with men, even unto contempt : withGod hegannot ; but the 
lower -he falleth, the higher is his cxalcation. | | 
4. -:- ” El 
The ſeule is fedas the body, ſtarved with hunger as the body, requires proportio- 
\nable dier and neceſſary variety, as the body. Allages and ſtatures of che {oule beare 
{ not the ſame nouriſhment. There is milke for ſpiricuall Infants, ſtrong meat for the 
growne Chriſtian. The ſpoone is fit for one, the knife for the other. The beſt Chri- 
| {t1an 15not ſogrowne,that he need to ſcorne the ſpoone: but the weake Chriſtian may 
hind aſtrong feed dangerous. How many haye beene caſt away with ſpirituall ſurfers; 
becauſe being but new-borne, they have ſfwalloweddowne bj gge morlels of the high- 
| eſt miſteries of godlinefſe, which they never could digeſt ; butrogether with them 
have caſt up their proper nouriſhment ? A man muſt firſt know the fower ofhis ſto- 
mack, ere he know how wirh ſafetic and profit to frequent Gods Ordinar Y. 
OR TOSS ENT | 65 3.8 
Itisvery hard torthe beſt man in a ſudden extremity of death. to atisfie himſelfe in 
apprehending hisſtay, and repoſing his heart upon it : forthe ſoule js 65 oppreſſed 
with ſudden terrgur, that it cannot well command it ſelfe, rill it haye digeſtedanc- 
vill. Itwere miſerable for the beſt Chriſtian, ifall his former prayers ard meditati- 
1 ons d1d not ſerve toaid him in his laſt ſtraits, and meer together in the center of his 
extremiti? z yeeding, though nor ſenſible releefe, yet fecret benefit to the ſore: | 
whereas the worldly-man. in this caſe, having not laid up for this houre, hath no 
comfort from Cod, or from others, or from himſelfe. : et; 
Ns o : . 66: | | 
All cxternall good or evillis meaſured by ſenſe : neither can we acconne.rhar o* 
gcodor ill, which doth. neither actually availe, nor hurt us : ſpi ent RE 


| not. Allour beſt good is inſen{ible.. For allourfature(which is thegreateſt)good, we 
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Holy Obſervations. | Trl 
hold on!y in hope, endthe preſent fayourof God we haye many times ;and feelenor- | | 
The {tomack finds the beſt digeſtion even in ſleep, when we leaſt perceive it: and | 
| whiles we are moſt awake, this power worketh in us either to further [trengthor diſ- 

eaſe, without our knowledge of what'is done within : Andon the other de ; thar | 


man is moſt dangerouſly ſick, in whomnature decayes without his feeling, withour | 


complaint. To know ourſelves happy, isgood : but woe were to us Chri (ltiahs, if we 
could not be happy, and know it not. 


67 | | 

There are none that ever did ſo much miſcheife to the Church, as thoſe thathave 
beene excellent in wit and leaming.Others may be ſpightfull enough, but want power 
roaccomphih their malice. An enemie thathathborh [trength andcrafc,is worth y to be 
feared. None can linne againſt the Holy Ghoſt, but thoſe which have had former illa- 
mination. Tell not me what parts a man harh, but whar grace : honeſt ſortiſhneſc ls 
berrer than prophane eminence, | 

| oP 69. | 

The entertainment of all ſpiricuall eyents muſt be with feare, or hope ; bur, of all 
carthly extremities, muſt be with contempt or derfiion. For what is terrible, is wor- 
thy ofa Chriſtians contempt; whatis pleaſant, tobe turned over with a ſcorne. The 
meane requires a meane affection betwixt love and hatred. We may not love them, 
becauſe of their vanity : we may not hate them, becauſe of their neceſſary uſe. Iris 
an hard thing to be a wiſe Oaſt,and to fit our entertainment to all commers: which . 
ifit be not done, the ſoule 1s ſoone waſted, either for want of cuſtomers, or for the 
miſ-rule of ill gueſts. 
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69 
God and man buildin a contrary order. Man layes the foundation firſt, then add 
the walles, the roofelaſt. God began the roofe firſt, ſpreading out this vault of he:;- 
ven, ere he laid the Baſe of che earth. Our thoughts muſt follow the order of his 
workmanſhip. Heavenmuſt be minded firſt ; earth afterward : and ſo much more, 
as it is ſcene more. Our meditation muſt herein follow our ſence : A few miles 21ve 
bounds to our view of earth; whereas we may neere ſee halfe the heaven at once. He 


that thinks moſt both of that which is moſt ſeene, and of that which is not ſeenc wx 
all,is happieſt. 


| | | 0 

I have evernotedita true ſigne of afalſe-heart, Tobe ſcrupulons and nice in ſmall 
matters,negligent inthe maing : whereas the good ſoule is ſtill curious in ſabſtantiall 
points, andriot carelefie in things of an inferiour nature z accounting no duty ſo ſmall 
asto be neglected, and no care great enough for principall duries:not ſortything Mint 
and Curmin, that he ſhould farg=e juſtice and judgement ; nor yet ſo regarding 
judgement and juſtice, that he ſhould contemne Mint and Cummin. He that thus 


miſplaces his conſcience, will be found either hypocriticall or ſuperſtitious. 


| | RR | 

It argues the world full of Atheiſts, that thoſe offences which may impeach hu- 
maine ſocietie, are entertained with an anſierable hatred and rigour : thoſe which 
doe immediately wrong the fupreme majeſtic ofGod, are turned over with ſcarce ſo 
much as diflike. If we converſed with God as we doe with men, hisright would be 
at leaſt as precious to us as our owne. All that converſe not with God, are withour 
God : not onely thoſe that are againſt God, bur thoſe that are without God, are A- 


theiſts. We may be too charitable : I feare not to ſay; that theſe our laſt times abound 
with honeſt Atheiſts | 


| 72 | D | 
The beſt thing corrupted, is worſt : An ill man is the worſt of all creatures, an ill| 


Chriſtian the worſt of all men, an ill profeſſour the worſt of all Chriſtians, an ill Mr-| 
niſter the worſt of all profeſſours. 1 


: . : 73 hh | | n . : « . "We 
Naturally, life is before death; anddeath is only a privation of life : Spiritually, it ts 
contrary. As Paw aith of the graine, fo may we of maninthebuſineſſe of regenera- | 
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| Gon: He muſt die before he can live : yer this death preſuppoſes alife that was once |, 
2d ſhould be. God chuſes to have the difhculteſt,firſt : we muſt be content with the 
paine of dying, ere we feele the comfort of life. As we die to nature, ere we live jn 
glory : ſo we muſt die to finne, ere we can live to grace. 


THT 74 
Death did not firſt ſtrike Adam the firſt ſinfull man;nor Caize the firſt hypocrite ; but 
| 4telthe innocent andrighreous, The firſt ſoule that met with death,overcame death: 
the firſt ſoule that parted from earth, went to heaven. Death argues not Uſpleaſure ; 
| becauſe ke whom God loved beſt; dies firſt;and the murtherer ispuniſhed with livin g. 


| 75 

The lives of moſt are miſ-ſpent, only for want of a certaine end of their aGions ; 
wherein they doe asunwile Archers,ſkoot away their arrowes they know not ot What 
mark. They liveonly our of the preſent, notdireing themſelves and theirproceed. 
ings toone univer{all ſcope : whence they alter upon all change of occalions, and ne- 
ver reach any perfection ; neither can doe other but continue in uncertaintie,and end 
in diſcon:fort. Others aime at one certaine mark, but a wrong one. Some ( though 
| fewer ) levellatthe right end, but amifle. To hve without one maine and common 
end, is idlenefſe and folly. Tolive to a falſe end, is deceit and lofle. True Chriſtian 
wiſdome both ſhews rhe end, and finds the way. And as cunning Politicks have m4 
ny plots to compaſle one and the ſame deſigne by a determined ſucceſſion ; fo the 
wiſe Chriſtian failing in the meanes, yer ſtill fetcheth about to his ſteady end with x 


conſtant change of endevours : ſuch oneonly hves to purpoſe, and art laſt repents not 
| that he hath hyed. 


76 
The ſhipwrack of a good conſcience, is the caſting away ofall other excellencies. 
It is norarething to note the ſoule of a wilfull finner ſtripped of all her graces, and by 
degrees expoſed ro ſhame : ſo thoſe, whom we have knowne admired, have fallen to 
be leyell with their fellows'; and from thence beneath them, toa mediocritie ; and 
afterwards to fottiſhneſſe and contempt, below the vulgar, Since they have caſt away 
the beſt, 1t15juſt with God to take away the worſt ; and to caſt offthem in lefler re- 
vards, which have rejected him in greater. 
T7 
It hath eyer been counted more noble and ſixcceſſefull ro ſet upon an open enemie 
in hisowrnie home, than to expect till he ſer upon us, whiles he make only a defenſive 
| warre. Thisrule ſerves us forour laſt enemy Death:whence that.old demand of Fj1- 
care \s cafily.anſwered, Whether it be better Death ſhould come to us, or that wee 
{ſhould meet him im the way : meethim in our minds, ere he ſeize upon our bodies, 
Our cowardlineſſe, our unpreparation 1s his advantage : whereas true boldneſſe in 
| confronting him, atmaiesand weakens his forces. Happy is that ſoule, that can ſend 
out the ſcouts of his thoughts before-hand, todiſcoyer the power of death afarre oft; 


{ and then can reſolutely encounter him at unawares upon adyantage : ſuch one lives 
with ſecurity, dies with comfort. 


| - 78 
Many a man ſends others to heaven, and yet goes to hellhimſelf: and not few hay- 
ing drawne others to hell, yet themſelyes returne by a late repentance, to life. In 
| good action, 1t is not good to ſearch toodeeply into the intention of che agent, but 
in ſilence to make our beſt benefit of the work: In anevill, it isnor ſafe ro regardrhe 
qualitze of the perſon, or-his ſucceſſe, but to conſider the aRion abftrated from all 
circumſtances, in his owne kind. So we ſhall neither neple& good deeds, becaule 
they ſpeed not well in ſome hands, nor affect aproſperous evill. 
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 Goddothſome ſingular ations, WK: we cannot imitate him : ſome, wherein 
| we may not; moſt, wherein he may and would faine be followed. He fercheth good 
| out of evill; io may we turne our owneand others ſinnesto private or publike good: 
we may notcoevill fora good uſe ; but we muſt uſ@ our evill once done. ro good. | 

_ [hope Ihallnor offend, roſay, tharthe good uſe which is made of fins, is as gainfull 
| es ol tO 
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Holy Obſervations. 
| to God, 4s that which ariſes from gooda&ions. : 
ther his good well, or:his-evill. - + | 


BO RY 

_ There is no difference berwixt anger and madneffe, but continuance : for, raging 
anger is a ſhort madneſſe.' Whar elſe argues the ſhaking of the hands and lips, pale- 

| neſſe, or rednefle, or Gyelling of the face, glaring gf the eyes, ſtammering of the 
rongue, ſtamping with the feer, unſteady. motions of the whole body, raſh ations 
which we remember not to have done; diſtracted and wild fpeeches? and madneflz 
| againe is nothing bur a continued rage, |yea ſome madneſſe rageth not : ſacha mild 
| madneſſe is more tolerable, than RY ma furious anger. w 
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Thoſe that would keepe ſtate, muſt keepe aloofe of;efpecially if rheir qualities be. 
not anſiverable in height to their place; For many. great, perſons are like a wel- 
wrought picture upon a:courſe clothgwhichafarre of ſhewes taire,but neer-hand the 
| roundnefle of the threed marres the good warkmanfþip.. Concealmenr of gifts, after 
|fome one commendedag, is the beſt way to admiration,! and ſecret; honour ; bur he | 
that would profir, uſt yenrt himſelte oft,and Iiberally;and fhew what he is, withour 
allprivate regard. As therefore, many.tunes, honqarHllawesamdelſty unlooke for; 
ſo, contrarily, a man may ſhew no lefle pride 1n filknce and obſcuritic, than others, 
which ſpeak and writ for glory. And thar other pride is ſo much the worſe,as itismore - 
unprofitable i for whereas thoſe which put forth their gifts, benefirothers whiles they 
ſceke themſelves ; theſe are fo wholly devoted to themſelyes, that their fecrecie doth 

no good to others. 


oh = BY —- Ty 
'| Such as a mans delights and cares are 1n health, ſuch are both his thoughts and 

ſpecches commonly on his death-bed:The proud man talks of his faire ſutes, the glut- | 
| ron of his diſhes,the wanton of his beaſtlineſſe;the religious man of heavenly things, | 
| The tongue will hardly leave that to which the heart sinured. If we wouldhave good | 
motionsto yiſfitus while we are fick, we muſt ſend for them fanuliarly in our health. 


| Heisarareman, that hath not ſome kind of madneffe raigning in him : One a dull 
\madneſſe of melancholy, another a conceired madnefſe of pride:another a ſuperſtitious | 
madneſle of falſe devotion; a fourth of ambition, or covetouſnefſe; a fife, rhe furious 
{| madnefle of anger ; a fixt,the laughing madneffeof extreme mirth ; aſeyenth,a drun- 
| ken madnefſe;aneight,of outragious luſt;a ninth, the learned madneffe of curiofirie ; a 

| renth, the worſt madnefſe ofprophaneneſſe and Arheiſine. Tr isas hard'to reckon up 
D! all kinds of madnefſes, as of diſpoſitions. Some are more noted and puniſhed than o- 
{ thers ; ſo that, the mad-man 1n one kind as much condemnes another, as the ſobet 
man condemnes him. Only thar man 1s both good, and wiſe, and happie, thar is 
free from all Kinds of phrenſie. as Ir MO Co mn oy 

4. 


There be ſome honeſt errours, where-with I neyer found that God was offtnded, ; 
That an husband ſhould think his owne Wife comely, although ill-favoured in the 
eyes of others : That a man ſhould think more meanly of his owne good parts, than | 
of weaker in others: To give charitable(though miſtaken)conſtructions of doubttull| 
actions and perſons (which are the effeas of narurall affeion, humility, loye) were 
| never cenſured by God: Herein alone we erre, if we exre not. | 
| 85 minke mn 
| No marveltif the worldling eſcape earthly afflitions. God correds hm not, be-' 
| cauſe he loves him not. Heis baſe borne and begot. Gbd will not doe him the fayour | 
| towhip him. The world afflis hitn not, becauſe it loyes him : for each man is mdul-| 
| gent to his owne.Godufes not the rod where he meanestouſe the ford. ThePillory 
{ or ſcourge is for thoſe malefaFtors which ſhall elcape execution. | 

| | 86 
Weak ſtomacks which cannor digeſt large meals,feed oftand limle:For our ſoules, 
(hu which we want in meaſure, we muſt ſupply in frequence. We can never fully 
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Hol» Obſervations. 


i oe in'our ghrs the joyes of heaven, the meritorious ſafe - 
ift,the terrowrs of the ſecond dearh: therefore we nut rtieditare of them 


: 87 | Dy 
The ame'thoughts do commonly meer us inthe ſame pldceg,as ifwe had left them 
there fill our returne. For that the mind doth ſecretly fratne to it felfe memoratiye 
heads, whereby it recalls cafily the fame conceits, Itis beſt to imploy our mind there, 
| where itis moſt fixed. Ourdeyotion 15 s _ It cannot haye too many advantages, 
I finde but one example in all Scripture, -of any bodily cure which our Saviour 
wroughtby degrees: only the blind man, whoſe weak faith crayed help by others,nor 
by himſelf, ſaw men firſt like trees, then intheirtrue ſhape. All other miraculouscures 
of Chriſt were done at once, andperfed arfifſt. Comtrarily, I find but one example 
of a ſoule fully healed(that is)ſandified and glorified, both ina day ; all other by de. 
| grees andleiſure. The ſteps of grace are ſoft and ſhort. Thoſe exrernall miracles he 
-  * wroughtimmediatly by himſelf; and therefore no maryell if they were ab- 
| ſolute like their Author, The miractſouswork of our Regeneration 
he works together with us : He giveth ir efficacie , 
.... wee give 1t imperfeQion, 
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7 Ndecd, my Poctry was long fiihicnce. out of date, | 

4 © BHSe 7 © V0 y* | | 
T8 and ycclded her place to graver ſtudics:; but whole 
IX veinc would it not revive, tolookeinto'thoſe hea- 
OM | | venly Songs >] Wcre not wotthy tO bea Divine, it 
RF Yo! it ſhould repent mero bea Poet wirh David, afterl 


TL} ſhall haveagedin the Pulpit, 'This wotke' is holy 


S 0090 09 a © 9 © © 


| andſtrict, and abidcs not any youthfull or heathe- 
| —— niſh libcrty,butrcquircs hands fre fro prophanc- 
 nefle, looſcnefle;affeCtion. It is a ſervice toGod and the Church by ſo much 
more carefully ro beregarded, as it is more common. For who is there that 
[will not challenge a part in this labour 2 and that ſhall nor finde himlſelfe 
[much more affected with holy meaſure rightly cottipoſed 2 Wherefore 1 
ave ot wondred, how it could be offenſive to our adverſarics, that theſe 
divine Dirties which the Spirit of God wrote in verſe, ſhould be ſung in 
verſe; and that an Hebrew Pocm ſhould be made Engliſh. For if this kind 
of compoſition bad becne unfir, God would never have made choice of 
numbvers,whercin to cxpreſſe himſclfe, Yea, who knows not that ſome other 
Scriptures, which the Spirit hath indired in proſe, have yet beene happily 
and with good allowance pur into ſtrict numbers 2 If hiſtorics tell us of a | 
Wanton Poet of old, which loſt his cycs while hee went about to rurne | 
Moſes into verſe 2 yetevery ſtudent knowes with what good ſucceſic and | 
commendation Nonnu hath turned Johns Goſpell into Greeke Heroicks. | 
And Appollinariurghat learned Syrian matched with Bafland Grepory(who | 
lived in histime)in the termes of this cquality, that Bgfls ſpeech Was mays. | 
72%, but Appollinarics «ng, wrotec,as Suidas reports, all the Hebrew Scrzp. | 
ture in Heroicks, as Sozomen (ſomewhat more reftrainedly ) all the Ar-| 
chaiology ofthe lewes,till Sapls government,in 2 4. parts ; or as Socrates yet | 
more particularly, all Moſes in Heroiks, and all the other Hiſtories in di- | 
| vers metres:but how-ever his ether labours lie hid, bis Mctaphrafe of the | 
Plalmes is ſtillin our bands, wich the applauſe of all the learncd : behiles | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory.* 
thelabours of their owne Flaminiur and Arias Montanu ( ro {:cketor no |/ 
more) which hayc worthily beſtowed themſelves in this ſubjcR. Neither 
doc I fee how it cane offenſive to. our friends, that we ſhould deſirc our 
| Engliſh Mctaphraſebcrtered. 1fay nothing tothe dilgrace of that we have: 
1 know how glad our adverſarics are of all ſuch advaatages ; which they 
arc ready enough to find aut without me, ever reprochtully upbraiding us 
with theſe defets. Burt ſince our whole Tranſlation'is now univerſally rc- 
{ viled; whatinconvenienceor ſheyy of innovation canit beare, thatthe verſc 
| thould accompany the proſe 2 cſpecially finceit is well knowne howrude 
| and homely our Engliſh Pocſic was inthoſerimes, comparcd with thepre- 
ſent ; wherein, ifever, it ſeerh her fall perfeCtion. I have beene ſolicited 
| by ſome reverend friends io tindertakethis taske ; as that which ſecmeg 
well to accord with the former exerciſes of my youth, and my preſern pro- 
| fellion. The difficulaesT found many, theworke long and great; yer nor 

more painfull than beneficiall ro Gods Chuch. whereto as I dare not 
nay' 3 any ſufficiency ; ſo I will not deny my readineſſc and utmoſt en- 
deyour, if 1 fhall be emploicd by Authority : wherefore, in this part, I doc 
| humbly ſubmic my ſclfe to the grave cenſures of them, whole wiſdome 
manaecth theſe common affaires of the Church : and am ready either to 
ſand ſtill or procced,asI fhall {ce their Cloud or Fire goe before or behinds 
me. Only (howſocvcr) I ſhall for my true aftcion to the Church, wiſh| 
itdone by better workmen, wherein as you approve, ſo furthcr my bold, 


but not unprofitable motion, and commend it unto greater carcs : as I doc 
you tothe Greateſt. 


Non-ſuch. 1nly z. 


Your loving Kinſman 


los. Haut. 
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PSALM I. © 
Inchetune of the 148. Pſtlme. 
Give laud unto the Lord, 


Hobath not wally, 4 brey, 
In wicked mens ade, 


Nor ſtosdin ſþ anita 
Nor in their companies | 


That ſcorners axe, 
As theiy fit mate, 
1n ſcoffing chaire, 
Hat ever ſate, 


| 

2 Butin hy lawes divine, 

| 0 Lordſets his aclipht ; 

Axdin theſe lawes of thine 

| Studies all day and night , . 
Ob, how thatonan. | © 

Thrice heli i! 

And ſure ſhall gaine 

Eternall bliſſe, 


3 Heſhall belike "DRY | 
Set by the warer-ſprings,' | 
Which when his ſeaſons be. 

Moſt pleaſant fruit ferth brings. 'F 
whoſe beughs ſo greene” | 
Shall never fade, 

But covered beene ...'\ 
with comelyſhade. 


So, to this happy wight.g. 


4 whereas the man 96% Moy 
As chaffe which wisds do "0 


with every blaſt: INOS 
1s toft on hie, © Poet ao PN 
Nor can at laſt . Table 1 : 
In ſpfety lie. 
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Nor ſhall no finnen. Amy.» Þ nou 
To glory of the juſt. Das W | 
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Mi 1n the tune of the 1 2 5. Pſalme, 


t j 4 whiles thus (al; 


Albi deſignes ſhall - Fa EL _ xþ | 


| Trey dare not riſe from gf - Nia 4 


FP "4Op \ 
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Por, God will, grace 
The juſt mans way ; 
wole ſunners race 
Runsto ink: of 


OF AO OOO FED EE ELL To 


PoALme 2, ; 


"Fob s 


Thoſe that doe pur their confidence. 
I1W7 Hy tos the Gentiles tumules make, 


And nations all conſpire in vaine, 
2 Andearthly Princes comnſell take 


Againſt their God, a Ys ory che Raigne 
| Of his deare obriſf * let ns,the ſake, 


| 3 Breake aStheirbonds - and} rom us ſhake 
'Their thraldome; = ,andſervilechaine. © 
as 1 toy fendlly Re 


| Be that aloft rideron the sþies, - 


; ' Laughs all theiy lewd device to ke 
{5 And whenbirwrarbfull rag 


ve ſha riſe, 
with goes ſhall make Sek alt fortorne, \ 


 Andinhis fury th replies. 
6 But 1, my King with ſacred horne _ 


Hishead with royal Crowne adorn, 


S 3 : MA cr biprincely puiſt 


NNS [nmr tiuloltmens | 
+. | Hu Empires glorious rat ſhaſtbe, 
| | 4nd 1thusrais ſha farre Pecount 
__ . ] Thetenogrefbiuracdegree,1 511 1 
tn MySomnethoyars,ſaid God, thee 
| Begat this day 


account : 


'Th Scepter 606 bus as keuf mts + r 
 Aleatrlykingdapues hal ſurmunt. $ : 


= + Ce ageful Ine. 


I willſubjet from furtheſt end 
9 Of all themurld,andchouſÞult bray 


no YE I The ns: 


| with ir08.[DMace (like Potters clay} 


10\[wp86es ſmadoyeKings.attend, 
| And yee, whom ocher's wont obgy, 


Learne wiſdome, ay ent. 


Pl + - 
wh. "es 
mg nm $i , l 
. . = 3.00 
- - 7 ee Carre. Ex -- 2 Bn 
g f _ 4 7 s 2 ' k 4 as =Y * Wee * 
D at "_ - _ pe | #2. ag rags. 3 —_— » AK i - _ 
- & ws = ws - *% bh by a ay - - 4 9» 764g; . - 2 . J wes pO 4 - G 
ft . I, a—_—_— 4 4 .  —_ pac R dents hs. ay A. +. 25 JE OS d aſt wp i 41S > 6 9 es —— 
——__—— * - * wr nw i 0 , —_ - _— a my Hex wana "4 «. _— ” _—_—_ _ pals. bs + me is tt 4 _ 
SL - bps. th p- «of > , - - —-” _ pttid-etl a5 . : _ \ cv 7 by Mg - ae PN” tr -4 _ _ 
d —_- 7 Warmers ere > x D — . LAS Py . p 4. way - ; 6 ? 9 G F p-- "a 
77 - —— wk; . —_— -_ » q : —_— — Ry Fc; a AS; "WR" + Ah 5 $58 a - rr " I ed 2 x <7 St. = « wm +67 = po — : 
- hinge _ | I hat "6 he" wits Wd 1. EIS py 09 yr frigate I | "| 9 nf? 7 a _ 3 -* ow PRI nn, GS » % C : 
{a nd A 4 » oh mY " TD. - a b dl * >” bs bs 4 LI - - 22d 4 _= E 4 ww 
"4 : - eee on _ % "2 b - : CEE Si 
2 Gags > v* - 8 & $3 hn (a2 4 k - ho < % p _ wi k 4 7 Gr &T... aw, MS eeT, ret = 4 # hh a - _ _ 
Fn &% * ” #2 _ bh S bu 1 nt i OL I PRs bs E b 4 # us tin. 29% - % -— > þ , 
- : - — Baha gen o — het _ a+ in CRE A. - : . = _—_—_— — _=_ _4y _ 0" 
2 addy wn ti v 4 v 7 < b _ Nh ro . 4 9 - [ . _ v X By ” - *9 
C 9% = Es wy " mins onpallino.o =p TR” - . on 0 Aug," bo op EV 21990" ow” <S-4 . 
bo S > Þ ro - of 3. m_—_ +> aw. —_ y_ : 4 Aron tf 1 _ C29->"OE | —_—_— _ 
2" : * 9 - wy S x - & 4 : « mo _—— vs wage) a , ” " wn _— 
N " 2 Y »; p_ __ - " A : pe ov «a > 4 " A—_— 
— Dover: RN —_ + "WY . _s _— — —— a. —_—e-——_ . je Sogn wy FORE _— _ Py 
_— — — 5 - 4 + Ee EE - my , 4; i T2 p = + OY _F 
> 1 Moe ; gh oe ue WC 4 * ha 3 . = an i _ 
pt - « OY A. . 4 . #) w » . 
wa” R E 2 > A + wud - gd by a 9 Y bk 2 s 
: > naar mee SW mo_—_— 8 - 
__ w7ey F ; - 
WW 4 - WIE E I , _ bay 


«Ss - o 
, v II, : 
, ro o 
Wes 6 no ep _ 


Cn Fn. lll Min 


my 


_, "L46 
_ 2 


_— - + ppg n .- 
i > «227 me . — =9 __ my Se = — I ———— nl wn -=m gre 
” - - - 4 2 - _ 5 Y - 2 — 0 S = 2 
. £ 9 H I © 'S - > b —_— 4 > P ——_ "=D Os | TIF = _— * ? V < <0 ar w Cele. ova, - 
o A. - . _— - -- ——— __ _ a 5 >. W—— , "TY mg "Y — p _> . 4 > 4 a w 
- . 8 bi Sw v ER EE een : _ _- Lo - = -—_—— 4 _ —I = F.-- <P IC IR os OLD, 2 oat rn na SES ST RI Ta _ 
FIG TO tas 4 ak WIS L a _—_ 4 "I K ._ > = — bo——rr + =: L - —— © 2 a k — 
EY 7: - _— -” _ 4” ” = . "_ þ. ITED "ou 2 2+ 6. ” CP ErEyY CE ; 4-4 pM EGS ay 
© "—_ . , Lk > "% Aber, 8 « - a *%. - _ cab —_ — = - _ 
ww <a ras 32> lags $4 __—_ —— <4 Kune T $., < - q 7 q of . pron ba = 2 ne PER : - : 
_— hw - > py «3 > S225. - - _ - = = OW = n — — -w-——_— = —— =o A .. - 
_— - ” _——— " IE" - , -_ = . , X res. _ 
ſon a - —_— - 


_— ww. 7... Pa . m_ 
py . gp 


IT 
oy 


C2 k by 
his es w anaian Al 


ewe - = wenn 
= . = -= _ — 
nee eee ed INST 


CESS 12S. 
x * 
nm——t 5 - 


— a» 
— 


; 12 Doe homage to his Sowne ſo deare: 


PsSaLMES. 


11 See, yeſerve God with greater dread \4 4nd ſeeke falſe hopes £ know then a laſt, 
' Than APR : and wt. feare That G ed hath choſe, and will maintaine 
| Rejoyce the white, and(lowly ſpread) 1 His favorite, whom peatſgrac's. . 


h 4 do -0wRead FX :-4 God will re wy py inſpire O00, 
gt os ng I Bndlei Re | Oh! rele Fon indie off ending, 
Hu wrath ſhall be , © bleſſed thoſe __ | Audonyounſilens bed alone, | 
| That doe nigra their truſt repoſe. $1, Take with your bearts,your wayes amending, 
| (LEOGERDODEZE CEEGEDOFD ; 1. ce ruefÞ (uvific 
| PsSAaLlmp 3 * | of roken hearts; 0n wer Sa 

4 Wh ' 1.9 Youronlytruft. Themoſi deviſe 
As the 1th, Pſalm, 20 L he ways of gorldly treaſure getting - 
Ye children which, &c. | . 


k H Lord: how many be my foes! But thos, O:Lord, lis up'to me 


| 'The lipht of that ſweet looke of thine . 
How many are againſt ne roſe, 1". » wacelar ant ie ononp IN 
2That sSy ebid foule baveſed, | 8 So ball my ſoule more gladſome be, 


| > . . A fo Wo 
Tafh, Cod ſhall bim no ſucevur yeeld;, © i Than theirs with all their corne and wine, 


| Sans : 
3 hiles thou, Lord, art my praiſe, yſpiedd, 9 So 11npeace ſhall lay me downe, 


- | And on my bedtake quiet ſleepe "8 
. * . | ytales thou,O0 Lord,ſhalt me alone 
oo From dangers all ſecurely keepe. 


And doſt advance my carefullhead ! 


4 Loud with my voiceto God cry'd' 
His Grace unto my ſutereply'd, 
From 0ut bis holy v1. WE Fas | TEE 0|0000 Cs 0's | "XL, 
5 1 laid me dawne, ſlept roſe againe : _ J_ CET Fah CL RCNSTACES 
| For thou, O Lord, deſi me ſuſtain, 
| Andſav'ſt my ſouls fromfearedill. _ 


PALM > 


GC tie a In the tune of the 1 4 Pſabme, 

. 6 Not if ten thewſand armed foes } IE: 6 
would 1 be thereof ought a-dread. 0 wy EEE 

Vp, Lord,and ſhield me from diſprace: —-\ On aownethine tare, PO PO: 

7 For thon haſt broke my foe-mens face, | puſ Go gl eheſe af ds of mane, * 
Aud Wir | q "M8 web YEpAar | - 
OR w_ _— 08 Def _ SE | che ſecres ah I mare. 


'8 From thee,0 God, w ſafe defence, . . ... $2 19 Fin, my Godg 


| 


| 
| 


Doe tho thy free beneficence +. + © | #0 chee I dee betake P A | 
Vpon thy people avs 4 ſpread. f #3 {x _ * _ Fe 
k 7 ne eare Tncline. 
ED DEED CELAEED CLRED ; To theſe loud cries 

Bl ITO tbazto thee powred bin. 


| SS: | Os 
AS thegen Commandments. 3-3 "> þ & At early marne 


F4 4 
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| For, at day breake, * 


Attend my people. © | chow ſhals my woice attend 
| 


IO ou mirnefeof my rrark fncers, 3} Twill my lf adreſſes * 
Ee wo _ Thee co imploreg 
E oucnyjaje totena thy gratiomeare: | andyaitfordeeredrefle. © + 
Thou baſt my ſoule fromthrallyeleaſt, "> *1 , Thou doft or. Lord, REO 
| OI WH BUN delight in wickedaoſſs. 
6 Tav0D Gr Adignerd heare- K}OQ | Nor 2 bad men We; 
ee Es re Re tHOOe1 [5 The beofereproad” 
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PSALMES. 


a dd_— 


———_ 


#hat ave to finne denoted © 

| s Thelying lips, : 

js Sh with bled are ſpotted, 
They deeſt abhoyre, 

| And wil: forever ſlay: 
7 But I unto 

thine houſe ſhall take the way. 


And throwugh thy prace 
probs 2 4 adore, 
 withhamble feare 
within thy holy place. 

3 0h! lead me, Lord, 
| within thy righteow traces 
Even for cheir ſates 
that malice'meſoſore, 
| Make ſmooth thy paths 
| my dimmer eyes before. 
| 9g mithinthwir month 
| n8 truth i ever found: 
Paremiſchiefe @ 
| their heart: agaping 1ombe 
|| | ro 1s their wide ghroat ; 

[c| and yet their tongues fliffomnd, 
[1x2 7th ſmoothing words, 
0 Lord give themeheir doome, 
 Andlet them fall 
's choſe their plots profound. 
Intheir exceſſe = 
of miſchiefe them deſtroy 
'12 That Rebels are, 
' ſoxheſethat ro thee flye, 
Shall all rejoyce 
andjingeternally: 
'1y And whom thou deft 
protec and who love thee, 
And thy deere name, 
: Intheeſbaltever joy; 
Stace thou with bliſſe 
; therigheow doſt reward, 
And with ty prace, 
' «i with aſhieldhim gaard, 
| P$gaznk 6. 
As the 50, Pſalme. 
The mighty God, &c. 
Ermenot,Lord, 
_ beinthywrathreproved* 
Ob! ſcourge me nos 
| whenthy fierce wrath @ moved. 
2 Pityde, Lord, © o 
' _ thas doe with languor pine + 


| 


© | Heale mewhoſe bones 


with paine difſoko:d bin, 
13 Whoſe weary ſogle 
#vexed above meaſure. 
| oh Lord.how lon E-2: 

ſbal/1 bide thy dipleaſure [ 
4 Turnethee,O Lord, 
reſcue my ſoule diftreſt, 
5 Andſave meof thy grace. 
| "Monyfttboſethar reſt 
Is filexs death 
can none remember thee, 
Andinxthegrave 

how ſhouldſt chou praiſed be ? 
6 weary withſight 

all night 1 cauſ d my bed 
To ſwim : with teares, 

 mycouch I watered. 
7 Deepeſorrow hath 
l conſum d my dimmed ene, 
Sunk inwith priefe 
| at cheſs -witfves of mine : 
8 Busnowhence,hence, 
| vaineplottercof mineift: 
| The Lerd hath heard 
| m7 Lamentations ſhril , 
9 Ged heard my ſuic 

i - andſlill attends theſame-: 


| 10 Blaſb now my foes, 
and flye = ſudden ([bame. 


|  PxaLrmm 7. 
| _ Asthe 112. Pſulme.. 
- The manisbleſt that God,&c. 


N thee,O Lord my God,relies 
My only rruft : from blaudy ſpight 
Of all my raging enemes 

Oh | let thy mercy me acquite. 

2 Left chey like greedy Lyons rend 

My ſoule while none ſhall it defend. 


| 3 0 Lord,jif t this thing have wrought, 
If in my hands befoundſuch ilt: 

| 4 1f 1 with miſcbiefe ever ſonght 
 Topaygeod rurnes,or didnor frill 

Doe good unto my cauſleſſe foe, 

| That chirfled for my overthrow, 


5 Then let my foe in cager chaſe, 
Ore-rake myſoule,and proudly tread 
My life below,and with diſgrace 
| In duſt liy downe mine honeur dead. 


6 Riſe upinrage,0 Lord,eft-ſoone 
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| And wake for me,till thou fulfil, p A I 
| 7 Mypromis dright; ſo ſhati glad thronys 
1 Of people flocke unto thine biff, +, «© 


| As rruth and honeſt innocence  .. | 
| Thos find ft in me,Lord,judge thou meg 


H 


above the rowl; 


2 How for thegraceleſſ#ſcornersſake, 
' Toſtil8lavengiug enemy, 


i 
, 
[ 
. 


Haſtthou by 


By thine almighty hand addreft, |. 


A. 


PsSAaLMES. 


Advance thine arme againſt my fo'ne« 


iQ tt 


For their ſakes then revenge my wrongs. 


| $ And rouſe thy ſelf. Thy judgements be 


O're all the world : Lord judge thou me, 


* 


9 Settle the juſt with ſure defence : 


| Les me the wicked's malice ſee . 
| ro Brought to anend. For thy juſt eye 


Doth heart andinward reines diſtry. 


ir My ſafety ſtands in God who ſbields 
| The ſound in ears : whoſe doome each day 


12 To iuſt men and contemners yeelds 

1 2 Their due, Except be change hit way, 
Hs ſword ts whet ,to bloudintended, . 
His murdering Bow i ready bendea. 


14 weapons of death he hath adareft 
And arrowes keene to pierce mg foe, 
15 wholate bred milſchiefe in bis breſf; 
But when he doth on travel yoe, 
16 Brings forth alye ; deep pits 
Andfall into his pits himſclue, 


17 Back to bis owne bead ſhall rebound 


He plotied miſchief? ; and bis wrongs E's 
18 Hiscrowne ſhall craze : But I ſhall ſound 


tehoval's praiſe withthankfull ſongs, 


: Andwil 2.ploriow name expreſſe, 


Audited of ab bg righteouſneſſe. 


E.99'9]60's's 
P$AtMm8, 
As the 113. Pſulme. 
Yechildren which, &c. 


$00 oowes 


4. A Aa 


i. 
*$J 


O Lord,o're all the worlds wide 
hoſe glory ts advanc't on bigh 
ng beavens rack ! 


tender infants tongue, 
The praiſe of thy great name made ſtrong, 
' Whilethey hang ſucking on the breft | 
3 But when 1 ſeethe heavens bright, 
The mooneand littering ſtars of night , 


Ob! 


\\ 


$ 
4 


what is man,poore ſilly man, 


A... — —_ . 
W_ COOEEEEITT 


$6.4 Sw * 


dotb delve, © 


el 
Ow noble is thy mighty Name, (frame, | TM Y HEN AE OY 

9 T he poore from hi gþ find hrs releefe : 
4 


| | 
| 11 Oh! ſing the God that doth abide, 
On S$10n mount;and bla7 on wide 

_ 1] 12 Hs worthy deeds.For he purſues 


1 


| He minds their cauſe ner can paſſe 6're 
Sad clameurs of the wronged poore. 


| h 1511 thee. Ne 
Of thy dread name my ſongſha _ 


= | 4ndf..F ne and vanifht < 52708 
bf 


 ]-4nd firting 0n thy throne above, 


18 To fowles,andro the ſealy trane, 


i 9 How noble each-where ts thy Name { 


FP 


| 6 wheres now,my foes, your threamed wrack? 


: And bri ng to duſt;while that je ſay, | 
a7 heir name ſhall dye a welt as they. 


| 5 Thou haſt him ſet not muchbencath 

Thine Angels bright ; and with a wreath _ 
of glory vaſt adorn'dbus hexd, 

6 Thou haſt him made high overaigne + 

7 Of all thy workes, and ſtr-rcht bis raigne | 
Fato the heards,and be iſts untame, _ 


That glideth through the w try Maine, 


or 
(OEDLETDLED, IHE, 


PSALime 9. - 


"LS XANNXTYSYT 


(XXP) 


{ 


| 


[ 


Ts the rune of that knowne ſong, © 
beginning, -. 


Preſerve us, Lord. | 


Hee,and thy oor ets pr ,0 God, 
| with all my ſoule 1 ſound abroad: 
\ 2 Myjoy,mytrium 
| 3 O higheſt Ged-: ſince put t flight, 
4 Areall my foes , for thouhaſs paſs 
Tuft ſentence on my cauſe ar laſt « 


A rightfull Tudge thy ſelf* dejt proves — | 
5 The troups profane thy checks have ſtroid, 
And made their name for ever void. 


So well z0u did our Cities ſack, 


7 Lotintternall tate God firs: 
And bis high Throne to Js ftice fit 5 * 


8 whoſe righteous hand the world ſhall weeld, 
And to all folke juſt doome ſhalt yeeld. 


The poore in needfull times fare: 
Io who knowes the Lord, to thee ſhall cleave, 
Thas wever do ft thy clients leave. 


The puiltleſſe bloydwith Vengeance due: 


1 Thatthou ſo mind:ſt bim,and dof nn = 
| 70 looke at his unworthy ſeed {\ 
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13 Oh! mercy Lord : thor that do'ſt ſerve | 5 There ts a God , His WaJes yer prove 
My ſoule from gates of deathand graves | Lye proſperous : thy judgements hye 
Doefarre ſurmount bis dimmer ſight, 
| Oh! ſee the wrong my foes have done: | 6 Toerefore doth he all foes defie : 
14 Thas 1 thy praiſe,to all that gone Hts heart ſaith, 1 ſhalt ftandin ſpighr, 
Through daughter Sions beauteous pate, EE 
| with thankfull ſongs may loud relaxe , Nor ever move ; nor danger bide. 
7 His mouth « fil dwith curſes foule, 

And may rejoyce in thy ſafe aid, | And with cloſe fraud: Hit tongue doth hide 
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15 Behola,the Gentiles whiles they made }; 8 Miſchiefe and ill : he ſeeks the ſoule 
A deadly pit my ſoule to drowne, | Of harmeleſſe mea in ſecret wat, 
Inte their pit are unken downe; | 4 nd inthe corners of the ſtreet 
X | | Doth ſhed their bloud ; with ſcorne and hate, 
1n that cloſe ſnare they hid for me, Hit eyes mag the poore are ſet, . 
Loe,their owne feet entangled be | 
16 By this juſt doome the Lord is knowne, | 9 As ſome fell Lion inh den, 
T hat th'if are puniſht with their owne. He cloſely Iurks the poore to ſpoyle : 
| He ſpoiles the poore and helpleſſe men, 
17 Downe ſhall the wicked backward fa® | Phenonce be ſnares them in his toyle, 
To deepeſt hell,and nations al Lo He crowcheth low in cunning wile 
| 18 That Ged forget ; nor ſha{the poore And bowes his breſt., whereon whole thrones 
Forgotten be for evermore. Of poore, whom his fire ſhewes beguile, 
Fall to beſubjeF to bjg wrongs, 
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The conſtant hope of ſoules oppreſt 
19 Shall not aye dye. Riſe fromthyreſt, I1 God harh forgot(in ſole he ſayes) 

Oh Lord,Let nos men baſe and rude 1 He hndes hs face to never ſee, 
Prevaile:judge thou the multitude ; I 2 Lord God,ariſe; thineband up-vaiſe : 
Let not thy poore forgotten be. 

20 Of lawleſſe Pagans: firike pale feare | 13 Shaft theſe inſulting wretches ſcorne 
Into thoſe breſts that ſiubberne were : Their God, and ſay,thou wilt nos care 2 
And let the Gentiles feele and find, | 14 Thouſee'ft (for af thouhaſt forborne) 
T hey beene bus men of morrall kind. | Thos (ee ft what all their miſchiefes are; 


CXRLZEREIED 000900 0's | That to thine hand of vengeance juſt 
| ry Thea maift them take : the poore diſtreſſed | 
Relze on thee with conflant truſt, 
As the 51. P ſalme. | The helpe of Orphans and oppreſſed. 
O God, conſider. | 15 Ob | breake the wickeds arme of might, | 
| | And ſearchout alt their curſedtraines, 
W?7 fland'ftl thow Lord, aloofe ſo long, | Andlet chem vaniſh out of ſight. 
And hid ft thee in due times of need, | 16 The Lord as King for ever reignes. 
2 rhiles lewd men proudly offer wrong | 
Fnto the poore 2 In their owne dced, | From forth bg coafts the heathen ſefl 
And their device let them be caught. I7 Arerooted quite : thou Lord attend# 
3 For lee, the wicked braves and boaſts | To poore mens ſuits : thou ds ft direft 
[n his vile and outragions thought, Their hearts : to themthine earethou bend #,, 
And blefſerh bim that ravines moſt. 118 That thou mayſt reſcue from deſpight, 
| | The wofull fatherleſſe, and poore : 
4 0n God be dares inſult : bu pride 4 That ſo, the vaine andearhen wight 
Scornes to enquire of powers above, | ] On us may tyrannize no more, 


But bis flout thoughts have ftill deni'd 


an . : * wr” E - £3 x. "EN % >O: vi 

=— © Rx, W _ bt _— " »Y nad} as s a a PR c N . lf q Fs 4 - zo mo - 

4 — — — ne OE = ſhoe, In bes pine. ; ſl 
Pee” OY nn nome x i: 3 a bs , 5 Myhognd = 6 s _— —— 

% ” 4 wm a 4. ep, - 8 Cn ” % v Mp, oo 
ws. gy” vos 4-1 hg 78 - o 
T,* yg * - - on ets a "Ty - 
oF —_— cats hp AS 47 4 wb pt - 
wot 
as LY 'S *'Y 


CY 
by . 
*, OE Thom ns -— TEST, Wo 
8 = *%#®.-c.! 
© 9% Ju > pd, 
nRa————_————— 
: __- 

Cp as OO 

* 

_ tits ar =» «4 


A a ur erm reg og Is. + 6 
I ; by ” po. __ 6. 5+ ee 
wt, 


_ ES 2 a 
2 4-4 
” 2», aviyp - Do rn y—_ ur 4 
_——_— ad 
PR—_ > LI 


i” EP" 


CE mu nr rr en eter ee eter ee ere net 
- 4. FRG ar IO CI" 


wMuat_g == — m—— 


- 


Sia” un Yr Pg ER} + ORGY ge jor—gag ww fake a cRNA po <S2 + 


- 


_ _—_— —— —_—— — C__ — x0 i 2 0 
= = | | | : ; - : SD — _ a _ EEE Sa I At i nc =; K ac * _ . l ow | at ” 2 ELD TIES” AT oP WL =» bd: As 4 


a "= = - - po do - — 91-2 < —_— - - _ , "= # FIR by = marc Roger > 6% as ” < - L "= .. _ of hi - ——o—_ : -2 v - 
WE, ” 21 w - - F RR - — 42 : SX wr - , - ch azar 3 #26 X RE Re I AN om L " - ; —_ RD _ ag mo . hr WP td 
=; - mm -- 7 < ras =. 6 HO ——_— uf | Þ” - bn , J v EO >, . 4 : 8 
. . : od a 4 _— , . 


% B+, > - 
—  — — — 06" 
- _— Ss 6 X 


Wo 


60 ACS EBAY 9 it eo eter ER AEES ee Wee. Oo ent 
of —,ehs CAS; ay a ry I tt nos. 5-4 - Sm. a ng mare; ia. 
+ 
»” 
c= %* ol For rr Ce 4 
. : 4 558 Hy ws Poereo—— — po a 
e », A _ el _'Þ had _— Ka. GEL a W 32 » % s ——_— wr 4 a <li 4-4 a» , 5 9 
ot — 4 F & ; F _—_ an xs w_— - & "o = 6 af _ 2 pu I 5x64 es 03 « at ag 
5 Pie att WE” mn IS FS Too PR ER Ang aj. v = ER ao ens Re a | 
—__ q "XX _ EY » « - BO I T od VT 7 - I q 
o_ Eo rins if - Cn nar en nent mY » Dia Amps" amet re io wh "_ —_ _— —_— d | po _ as —— : : S F 8 k _ bc 2; man " 
F< an 7 LECES: AF STE aT pes POR Tree: att. a "- we " : 1 "_ >. 2% 4+" _— = 5 hg” 3 at Sn : * 4 vu Du ” opp oortghins eng 2b 
F . _ has h . Sf... , = « < Wie” - # -- o ts 24 - Pony 
EF Nt LY —— 4 - :« LI en ret + Wn . - mg 
— a k x* , : i en 


a” 4 Py 4- 


Ro ger i ere = wy 


mn ant 


- 
SE ned = - ' - ES gs 
mi n _ - b <2 ay -_- a —_ - . _ . - ohh 
£ == _ =— _ wy = "6 > We £ _—_ —— 
E » _ , — oe nes 
$f ny WES - 
nnd — Sev _—_ EY pr OSD = VE DEANS Gt CEO EnS 
ADLY _ wg a 6 SCSI OO I ER ORs. 

: _ - 


-< 
REES ning Foe ens : 
Sow —- aan "> ISO _—_ | PER HEELS +4 = 
A 


_ _— 2-4 - te at Aion i <> PF « 
F4 C. . 
5X wan e* PEE Dan SI# > 
_- 


"TOR" ER += al 


Ee ee ee 
. - : 


——_ = 


Uo Mg I a, ; 
© 


- 


S, 


<4 a ot. 21 lies + 


KR E 


IN, TWO BOO 


p, 
KAY, 


Baron of WaLTaay, 


meſſes 


p! 


d Lords 


L. 
all bap 


HVMBLY DEDICATES- 
HIS LABOVR, 
SELFE 


DEVOTETH HIM. 


- 


THY SONNE IX L APW. 


Widgeth 


RIGHT NOBLE AND WOR-. 


w— 


4, 
- 


{ingular gOO 
EDWARD LORD DE 
AND 
FAMES LORD HAY, HIS 


Gs 


TO THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE MY | 


RW. —_—  —  ———— —— —— — —— ———————————— 


{ 


_—_ I 
_ ——— 
a6. = rp = 
= Rin Hal 5 WS Hu. _ a; a In 
07 mr es 


- , - _ i - - 
- —— —_— > -—_ > — _ Þ _ ———T - 6 — ———— - Mr — a m1 - ©0630 petit i om Ss > I" EI . . _— —_— _ 
bom por aur w ae pita fr. Þ . . - - DOE oo of 4 m__ PL SY - . =o Pldr 7 - 8 
a} IE - 
” ad 


” * 
A . - | 
0 - _ . , : - _— : - -” DE ord 
o _ « » par SA © 4 $nous - . 8 - : ” 5 wt ov » *,, ad — - ” - U 
a b . — > L, - 4 ' - ” 
OP . - + L " " £ 
= S «- i 


ene te n3 
* 


SE p7S--o2 —— 28 50s nn - FE - 
. -* - d 2 - f —_ 
Longs > oe diodint->, <6 Sl = * 
= 44 3a =o $6 i A EEG q 
Y = ®.- _ _— —_— - 
| > Sa ES Emu i ES 
: s << 22S ec” Bn Wc whe og, 3: 
(© 48 A 9p” pe a te wan, v2md EI > ER 04 an 2B 
"=? . . DE es __, ng - ws 2% vents ; 
INE d ha «2 axt' > 223.u> > ZLF _— Fs Bs CRT 7 et a 
EP WWE In EY IE wS. 0 P.M 
— wg-Re Senn \.* CN — nem > Bae. > "xox — 4 
4 Sacra,” % < d - "ngghs.. cont 
4 D . tne fm TS . =O nas l 


448 <4o_. Loo : 
rn ———"Y . 
- 


n "Os PR 
+ Aw - 
x beck 
* (6-6. = AT» 
+ T7 


* > X © 4 


of Characters. 


| READER, 
B22 68 He Divines of the old Heathens were their Morall Philoſophers - 


-; 

6 

PR 
{-\ 
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Y 12\ Theſe received the Afts of an inbred law, inthe Sinai of Nature, 


> 

# 2A ZN; and delivered them with many expoſitions to the multitude + Theſe 
CE” e were the Overſeers of manners, Correttors of vices, Directors of 
lives, Doftors of vertue, which yet taught their people the body of their naturall 

| Diyinity,not after one manner : While ſome ſpent themſel'ves n deepe diſcourſes 
of bumane felicity, and the way to it in common ; others thought it beſt to apply 

| the general precepts of goodneſſe or devency,to particular conditions and perſons. 
A third ſort in ameane courſe betwixt the two other, and compounded of then 
| both, beſtowed their time in drawing out the true lincaments ofevery wveriue and 
| ce, ſolively, that who ſaw the medals, might know the face : which Art they 
hgnificantly tearmed CharaCtery. Their papers were ſo many tables, their wri 
tings [0 many ſpeaking piftures, or living images, whereby the ruder multitude 
mipbt even by their ſenſe learne to know veriue,and diſcerne what to deteſt. Iam 
dictived if any courſe could be more likely to prevaile ; for herein the groſſe con- | 
rett 5 lcd on With pleaſure, and informed while it feeles nothing but delight : And 
if pi&tures have beene accounted the books of Idiots, behold berethe benefit of an 
image without the offence. It tr noſhame for ui to learne wit of Heathens; neither 
is it materiall tn whoſe $ choole we take out a good leſſon ; yea,it is more ſhame not 
to follow their good, than not to lead them better. As one therefore that in worthy 


an higher wider ſtep;and out of their Tablets baue drawn theſe larger portrai- 
tures of both ſorts. More might be ſaid, I deny not of euery V ertue,of enery Vice - 
I deſired not to ſay all, but enough, If thou doe but read or like theſe, 1 bauz ſpent 


 thoughteſt not ill-fauoured pr fall in loue with any of theſe goodly faces of Vertuz; 
or{halt hence find where thou haſt any little touch of theſe euils to cleare thy ſelfe 
| or where any defett intheſe graces to ſupply it,neither of uw: ſhall need 10 repent of 
onar labour.. FE a al a both ET TS ani Mo 


examples hold imitation better than invention. haue trod intheir paths out with| 


good houres ill ; but if thow ſhalt hence abjure thoſe Vices ; which before thou. 
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THE SVMME OF 
THE WHOLE. 


FIRST BOOKE. 


He Prog me, 
Charatter of wiſe lomo 
Of Honefiie. 
Of Faith. 
Of Humility. 
| Of Valour. 
; Of Patience. 
Of True-Friendſhip, 
Of True-Nobility. 
| Of che good M apiſtrate. 
Of the Penitent. 
Of the Happy Man, _ . 
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pe Proame. 
Charatter of the Xypocrite. 
Of the pfe-Bed. 
Of the Superſtitions, 

Of the Profane. 

Of the Male-content. 

Of the Inconſtant, 

Of the Flarterer, 

Of the Slothfull. 

Of the Coveroms, 

Of che Vaine-gloriows. 

Of the Preſumptuoms, 

Of the Diſlruitfull. 

Of the Ambitious, 

Of the Vuthrift. 

Of the Envious, 
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—A Ertue is not loved enough, becauſe ſhee ut not| 
SNEEZE ſeene;es Vice loſeth much deteſiation, becauſe 
wt her ughneſſe ts ſecret. ( ertainly, m3 Lords, 
there are ſo many beauties, and ſo many ora- 
ces in the face of Goodneſſe, that iT eje can 
poſubly ſee it without affettion, without raviſh- 
. ment: and the viſage of Evill s ſo monſtrous 

through loatbſome deformities, that rf ber lovers were not 1eno-\ | 
| rant, they would bee mad with diſdaine and aſtoniſhment. What 
need wee more than to diſcover theſe rwo to the world I hu Works 
[hall ſave the labour of exhorting,and d1ſſaſron. I have bere doneit 
aa I could, following that ancient Maſter of Morality,who thought 
the the fitteſt taske for the ninety and ninth yeare of bu age, aud 
the profitableſi monument that he conld leave for a fare-well to hu 
Grecians. Loe bere then Vertue and Vice ſtript naked tothe open 
view,and deſpoiled,one of her rags,tbe other of her ornaments,and 
nothing left them but bare preſence to plead for affetion : ſee now 
| whether ſhall find more ſuters. And if flull the vaine minds of lewd, 
men ſhall dote upon their old miſtreſſe, it will appeare to be, not be- 

cauſe ſhee # not foule, but for that they are blind, and bewitched., | 
And firſt behold the” goodly features of Wildome, an amiable 
' Vertue,and worthy to lead this Stage:which as ſhe extends ber ſelfe 
| 20 all the following Graces, ſo amongſt the re# a for ber largeneſſe| 
moſt conſpicuous. | 
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8 Here isnothing that he deſtresriot to know, but moſt and firſt him- 
LN! ſelfe; and not ſo much his owne ſtrengrh,as his weakneſſes; neither 
FAlli 1s his knowledge reduced to diſcourſe, but practice. Hee is a skilfwll 
S>] Logician,not by natureſo much asuſe; his working mind doth no- 
= thingall his time but make {yllogiſmes, and draw out concluſions, 
= everything thatheſces and heares, ſerves for one of the premiſſes : 
with theſe he cares firſt to informe himſelfe, then co dire& others, Both his eyesare 
never at once from home, but one keeps houſe while the other roves abroad for in- | 
celigence.In materiall and weighty points he abides not his mind ſuſpended inun- 
certainties; but hates doubting, where he may, where he thould be reſolute:and firſt 
he makes ſure worke for his ſoule ; accounting itno ſafery tobe unſetled in the fore- 
knowledge of his finall eſtate. The beſt 15fixſt regarded ; and vaine is thatregard 
which enderh not in ſecurity,Every care hath his juſt order; neitheris there any one | 
etther neglected or miſplaced.He is ſeldome oyer-ſeene with credulity;for knowing 
the falſenefſe of the world, he hath learn'd to truſt himſelfe alwayes ; others ſo farre, 
as he may not be dammaged by their diſappointment. Heiſeekes his quietnefſe in ſe- 
crecy, andis wonr both to hide himſelfe.in reriredneſſe, and his rongue in himſelfe. 
He loves to be gueſſed at, not knowne:and to ſee the world unſeene ; and when he1s 
| forcedinto thelighr, ſhewesby his actions that his obſcurity wasneicher from affe- 
tation nor weakneſſe. His purpoſes are neither ſovariable as may argue inconſtancy; 
nor obſtinately unchangeable,but framed according tohis after-wits,or the ſtrength 
of new occaſions. He is both an apt ſcholler and an excellent maſter ; for both eyery | 
thing he ſees informes him, and his mind enriched withplentifull obſervation, can 
give the beſt precepts. His free diſcourſe runs backe to the ages paſt, and recovers 
eventsour of memory,and then preventerhTime in flying forward to future things; 
and comparing one with the other,cangive a yerdict welk-neere propheticall:wher- 
in his conjectures are better than anothers Jadgements. His paſſions, are ſo many | 
good ſervants, which ſtand in adilligent attendance ready tobe commanded by rea- 
ſon,by Religion ; and iFat any time forgetting their dury., they be miſcarried to-re- 
bell, he can firſt conceale their mutiny ; then ſuppreſſe it. Inall his juſt and worthy 
deſignes, he isneyer ata loſle, but hath {oprojected all his courſes, that a ſecond be- 
E | gins where the firſt failed ; and fetcheth ſtrength from thar which ſucceeded not. | 
There be wrongs which he will not ſee;neither doth he alwates look that way which 
he meancth:nor take notice of his ſecret ſmarts, when they come from great ones. In; 
good turnes,he loves not to owe more than he muſt;in evill roowe and not pay.Jutt 
cenſures hee deſervesnot, for hee lives wichout the compaſle of an adverſary ; un- 
. | jaſthecontemneth, and had rather ſuffer falſe infamy to dye alone, than lay hands 
upon it inan open violence. He confineth himſelfe in the circle of his owne affaires, | 
and liſts not tothruſt his finger into a needlefſe fire.He ſtands like a center ” | 
a OT | CIs un Lys ee while | 
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Of an Honeſt, Faithfull. Lis | 
while the circumference ofhis eſtate is drawne above, beneath, about him. Finally, n | 
his wit hath coſt him much;and he can both keep,and value,and employ It.He ishis 
| owne Lawyer; the treaſury of knowledge, the oracle of counſel]; blindin no many 
| cauſe,beſt ſighted in his owne. | : vb 
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Of an Honeſt matte 


F lookes not to what he might doe, but what he ſhould. Juſtice is his firſ 
guidezthe ſecond law of his actions, 1s expedience.He had rather complaine | 
. Achan offend, and hates ſin mo:efor the indignity of it, thanthe danger : his 
ſrmple uprightnefſe works inhim that confidence, which oft-rimes wrongs him;and 
gives advantage to the ſubrill, when he rather pities their faithleſnes,than repents of 
bis credulity : he hath bur one heart,and that lies open to (1 ght ; and were itnot for 
diſcretion, he never thinks ought whereof he would avoid a witneſſe:his word is his 
parchment, and his yea,his oath, which he will not violate for teare,or for lofſe. The 
miſhaps of following events, may cauſe him to blame his providence, can neyer 
cauſe him to eat his promiſe:neither ſaith he,This 1 ſaw #o:,but, This T ſaid. When heis 
made hisfriendsExecutor,he defraics debts,payes legacies,and ſcornerh to gaineþ 
 Orphans,or toranſack graves:;and therefore will be true toa dead friend, becauſe hee 
fees him not. All his dealings are ſquare and above the boord:he bewrayes the fault of 
' what he ſels, & reſtores the oyerſtene gaine ofa falſe reckoning, He eſteemes abrihe 
venomous, though it come guildedover with the colour of gratuity. His checkesare 
never ſtained with the bluſhes of recantation;neither doth his tongue falter,to make 
good alye with the ſecret gloſfes of double or reſerved ſenſes ;; and when his name is 
traduced, his innocency beares him out with courage:then,loe,hegoes on the plaine 
way of truth, and will either triumph in his integrity,or ſafer with it. His conſcience 
over-rules his providence; fo as inall things good orill,he reſpects the nature ofthe 
aRions,not the ſequell. If he ſee what he muſt doe, let God ſee what ſhall follow. He 
| never loadeth himſelfe with burdens aboye his ſtrength, beyond his will; andonce 
bound, what he can he will doe,neither doth he will but what he can doe. His eare is 
the Sanauary of hisabſent friends name,of hispreſent friends ſecret:neither ofthem 
can mifſ-carry in histruſt. He remembers the wrongs of his youth, and repaies them 
with rhatuſury which he himſelfe would not take. He would rather want, than bor- 
row, and beg, than not to pay : his faire conditions are withourdifſembling; and he | | 
loves ations above words.Finally,he hates falſhood worſe than deaththe isa faithful |} 
client oftruth ; no mans enemy ; andit 13a queſtion, whether more another mans 
friendor his owne ;andif there were no heaven, yet he would be yertuous. 
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Of the Faithfallman, 


Is eyes have no other objets, butabſent and invifible : which they ſee ſo 
cleerly,as that to them ſenſe is blind:that which ispreſent they ſee not ;if 


may not rather ſay,that what 1s paſt or future, is preſent to them. Herein he 
exccedsall others, thatto him nothing is impoſſible, nothing difficult, whetherto 
beare,or undertake.He walks every day with his Maker,and talks with him familiar- 
lz,andlives eyer in heaven,and ſees all earthly things beneath him:when he goes in, 
ro conyerſe with God,he wearesnot his owne clothes, but rakes them ſill our of the 
rich Wardrobe of his Redeemer,and then dare boldly preaſe inand challengea bleſ-| - 
ſing. The celeſtiall ſpirits doe not ſcorne his company, yea, his ſervice. He dealesin 
theſe worldly affairesasa ſtranger, and hath his heartever at home : wi thout a writ- 
| ten warrant hee dare doe nothing, and with ir any thing. His warre is perpetuall, 
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N without truce, without intermiſſion; and his victory certaine : hee meets withthe * 


CuaR. and Humble man. : | 


infernall powers, and tramples them under feet. The ſhield that heever beares be. 
fore him, can neither be miſſed, nor pierced ; if his hand be wounded, yet his heart 
is ſafe: heis often tripped, ſeldome foyled;and if ſometimes foyled,never vanquiſhed, 
He hath white hands,and a cleane ſoule, fit to lodge Godin, all the roomes whereof 
are ſet apart for his Holineſſe: Iniquity hath off called at the doore,and cravedenter- 
cainment, but with a repulſe; or if fin of force will be his tenant, his Lord hecaunot, 
His faults are few, and thoſe he hath, God will not ſee. He is allied ſo high, that hee 
dare call God Father, his Sayiour Brother : heaven his Patrimony, and thinkes it no 
preſumption to truſt to the attendance of Angels. His underſtanding is inlightned 
with the beames of divine truth ; God hath acquainted him with his will z and what 


rongue.Ifrorments ſtand betwixthimand Chriſt, if death, he contemnes them, and 
if hisowne parents lye 1n his way to God, his holy careleſnefſe makes them his foat- 
ſteps. His experiments have drawne forth rules of confidence;which he dates oppoſe 
againſt allthe fearesof diſtruſt : wherein hee thinksit ſafe to charge God with what 
he hath done ; with what he hath promiſed. Examples are hisproofes, and inſtances | 
hisdemonftrations. What hath God given,which he cannot give? Whathave others | 
ſuffered, which he may not be enabled to endure? Is he threatned baniſhment>There | 
hee ſees thedeare Evangeliſt in Pathmos, Cutting in peeces 2 hee ſees Eſapunderthe 
faw. Drowning ? he ſees /oxas divingin the living gulte. Burning ? he ſees the three 
Children in the hot walke of the Furnace. Devouring? hee ſees Daniel in the ſealed 
| den amids his t2rrible companions. Stoning ? he ſees the firſt Martyr under his heape 
; of many grave-ſtones. Heading ? loe therethe Baprtiſtsnecke bleedingin Herodjas 


———— 


C| platter. He emnlates their paine, their ſtrength, their glory. He wearies nothimſelfe | 


with cares; for he knowes he lives not ofhis owne coſt:not 1dlely,omitting meanes, 
but notuſing them with diftidence, In the midſt of ill rumours and amazements, hfs 
countenance changeth not ; for he knowes both whom he hath rruſted,and whither 
death can lead ſtim. He is not fo ſare he ſhall dye,as.that he ſhall be reſtored;and out- 
faceth his death with his reſurrection. Finally, he is rich mworks,bufic in obedience, | 
cheerfull and unmoved in expeQation, better with evils, in common opinion miſe- | 


| thinkes that cauſleſſe, this deſerved. His face,his carriage, his habit, favour of lowli- 


{portunity, bur ſincerely inthe conſcience of his defets, Hee frequenterh nor the | 


| rable,bur in true judgement more than a man. 
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bE Of the Humble man. nou" 


| | 


vour,no man ſets ſo low a value of his worth as himſelte z not outof igno-| 

rance,or careieſnefſe, but of a voluntary and meeke dejetednefſe. Hee ad- 
mires every thing in another, whiles the ſ*me or better in himſelfe he thinks not un- 
worthily contemned : hiseyesarc full of his owne wants, and others perfettions. He | 
loves rather to give than take honour, notin a faſhion of complementall courte- 
| fie, burin ſimplicity ofhis judgement ; neither doth he fretar thoſe, on whom hee | 
forceth precedency, asone that hoped their modeſty would have refuſed; bur holds | 
his mind unfainedly below his placegand is ready to goe lower (ifneed be) withonr 
diſcontent. When he hath bur hisdue, hee magnifieth conrteſie, and diſclaimes his 
 deferts.He can be more aſhamed of honour,than grieved with contempr; becauſe he 


nefſe withour affeQation, and yerhe is much under thar he ſeemieth. His words are 
fewand foft,never either peremptory or cenforious, becauſe hee thinkes both each 
man more wiſe, and none more faulty than himſelfe ; and when he approacheth to 
the Throne of God, he is ſo taken up with the divine greatneſſe, thar in his owne 


he knowes, hee dare confefle : there is not more love in his heart, than liberty in his | 


H: is afiiendly enemy to himſelfe: for though he be not out ofhis owne fa- | 


eyeshe is cither vile or nothing. Placesof publike charge are faine to ſue ro him, and 
hale him out of his choſen obſcuriry ; which he holds of, not cunningly to cauſe im | 
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The Vahant man. L B. vol 


ſtages of common reſorts, and then alone thinkes himſfelfe jn his naturall elemen; Br 
when heis ſhrowded within his owne wals.He is eyer jealous over himſelfe, and Gi1 6 
ſuſpeteth that which others applaud. There 15no better object of beneficence ; fox 
whathercceives, he aſcribes meerely tothe bounty of the giver ; nothing to mexie, 
Heemulates no man in any thing bur goodneffe, and that with more defire, than 
hopeto overtake. No man isſocontented with his little, and ſo patientunder mij. 
ſeries. becauſe he knowes the greateſt evilsare beJow his finnes, andthe leaſt favours 
above his deſervings. Hee walkes ever inawe, and darenot but ſubject every worg 
and ation to an high andjuſt cenſure. He isa lowly valley {rreetly planted and well 
watered; the proud mans earth, whereon he tramplerh ; but fecrerly full of wealch 
Mines,more worth than he that walkes over them a rich ſtone ſetin Lead; and la(}. 
ly,a true Temple of God built with a low roofe. | 
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Of a Paliant man. 


H: undertakes without raſhneſſe, and performes without feare: he ſeeksnot 


for dangers; bur when they find him, heebeares them over with courage, | 

with ſucceſſe.He hath oft times lookr Death in the face, andpaſſed by irwith! 

a fmile,and when he ſees he muſt yeeld,dothat once welcome and contemne ir.Hee 

forecaſts the worlt of alleyents, and encounters them before they come in aſecret 

| and mentall warre ; and if the ſuddennefſe of an unexpected cvill have ſarprizedhis 

rthoughrs,and infeCted his cheeks with palenefſe; he harhno ſooner digeſted it inhis 
conceit,than he gathersup himſelfe, and inſults oyer miſchiefe. He is the maſter of | 

himfelfe, and ſubdues his paſſionsto reafon ; and by his inward victory workeshis 


| 


s 


owne peace. Hee is afraid of nothing burthe diſpleaſure of the Higheſt, andruns 
away from nothing bur fin : he looks not'on his hands, but his cauſe ; not how ſtrong 
he is, but how innocent : and where goodnefle is his warrant, he may be over-maſte- 
red, he cannot be foyled. The ſword is to him the laſt of all trials, which he drawes 
forth ſtill as Defendant, not as Challenger, with a willing kind ofunwillingneſſe : no 
man can better mannage it with more ſafery, with more favour : he had rather have 
his bloud ſeene than his back;and diſdaines life upon baſe condition. No man is more 
milde toa relenting or vanquiſhe adyeriary,or more hates co ſet his footon a carcale. 
He had rather {mother an injury,than revenge himſelfe of the impotent:and I know 
not whether more deteſts cowardlinefle or cruelty.He talks litrle,andbrags lefſe;and' 
loves rather the ſilent language ofthe hand;tobe ſ:ene than heard.He lies eyerclofe 
within himſelfe,armed with wiſe reſolution,:nd will not be diſtoyered but by death |. 
or danger. He1s neither prodigall ofbloud to miſ- ſpendit idlely, nor niggardlyto 

grudge ir, when cither God calls for it,or his Countrey:;neither ishemore liberallof| | 
his owne life than of others. His power islimitedby his will, and he holds it theno- 
bleſt revenge,that he might hurt and doth nor. He commands withonr tyranny and 
imperiouſnefſe, obeyes without ſervility, and changes not his mind with his cſtate. 
The heighr of his ſpirits over-lookes all caſtalties, and his boldneſſe proceedsneither 
from ignorance nor ſenſeleſhefſe : bur firſthe values evils, andthen deſpiſes them: 

he is ſo ballaced with wiſdome, that hee floats ſteddily in the midſt of all rempeſts. | 
Deliberate in his purpoſes, firme in reſolution, bold inenterpriſing, unweariedin| | 


achieving, and howſocver, happy in ſucceſſe : and if eyer hebe overcome; his heart 
yeelds laſt. - 
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Cu AR. The Patient man. T rue Friend. 
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Of a Patient man. 


He patient man is made of a metall,not fo hard as flexible: his ſhoulders are 
| large, fitfora load of injuries ; which hee bearesnot out of bafenefſe and 
cowardlineſſe, becauſe he dare not reyenge, bur out of Chriſtian fortitude, 
becauſe he may not : he hath ſo conquered himlſelfe, that wrongs cannot conquer 
him; and herein alone finds, that victory conſiſts in yeelding. He is above nature, | 
while he ſeemes below himſelfe. The vildeſt creature knowes how to tune againe, 
but co command himſelfe not to reſiſt being urged, is more than heroicall. Hiscon- 
ſtrucions are ever full of charity and fayour; eirher this wrong was not done,or not ; 
with intent of wrong;or ifthat,upon miſ-informarion;or ifnone of theſe, raſhneſſe | 
(though a fault)ſhal ſerve for an excuſe. Himſelte craves the off :ndors pardon, before 
hisconfeſſion ; and aſlighr anſiver contents, wherethe offended deſires to forgive. 
He is Gods beſt witnefſe, and when he ſtands before the barre for truth, his rongue 
is calmely free,his fore-head firme,and he with ere& and ſetled countenance heares 
his juſt ſentence,and rcjoyces in it. The Jaylors that attend him, are to him his Pa- 
gesof honour; his dungeon, the lower part of the vault of heaven;hisrack or wheele, 
the ſtaires of his aſcent to glory;he challengeth his executioners,and encounters che | 
fierceſt paines with ſtrength of reſolution, and while he ſuffers, the beholders pit 
him,the cormentors complaine of wearinefſe, and both of them wonder.No an m4 
| | can maſter him whether by violence or by lingring, He accounts expectation no pu- 
-|niſhment, . and can abide to have his hopes adjourned till anew day. Good lawes 
ſerve for his proteCtion,not for his revenge ; and his owne power,to avoyd indigni- 
ries,not toreturne them. His hopes are ſo ſtrong, that they can inſult over the grea- 
teſt diſcouragements; and his apprehenſions fo deepe, that when he hath once faſt- 
ned, he ſooner leaveth his life than his hold. Neithertime nor perverſenefſe can 
make him caſt off his charitable endevours, and defpaire of preyailing;bur in ſpighr 
of all crofles, and all denials, he redoubleth his beneficiall offers of loye. Hee trierh 
the ſea afcer many ſhipwracks, and bears ſtill at that doore which he never ſaw ope- 
ned.Contrariety of events doth but exerciſe,nor diſinay him;and when croffes atfiq 
him, he ſees a divine hand inviſibly ſtriking wich theſe ſenſible ſcourges : againſt 
which he dares not rebell or murmure.Hence all rhings befall him alike; and he goes 
with the ſame mind to the ſhambles,and ro the fold. His recreations are calme and 
gentle; and not-more full of relaxation than void of fury. This man only can rurne 
neceflity into yertue, and put evillto good uſe. He-is the ſureſt friend, the lareſt and 
ealeſt enemy,the greateſt conquerour,and ſonuch motehappy than others, by how 
wuch he could abide to be more miſcrable, Fs 
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he irue Friend. 


” I ls affic&ions are both united and divided ; united to him he loyeth;divided 
betwixr another and himſelfe;and his owne heart is foparted, that whileshe | 
A harhſome,his friend hathall. His choice isled by vertue,or by the beſt of ver- | 
tues, Religion ;notby gaine,notby pleaſure ; yet not withoutteſpe&t ofequall con- | 
dition, of diſpoſition notunlike; which once made,admics ofno change, except he 
| Whonrhe loveth, be changedquite from himſelfe; nor that ſuddenly, bur after long | 
expectation.Extremity doth:bur faſten him,whiles he, like a wel-wrought vaulr,lies | 
the ſtronger, by how much moreweight he beares. When neceſlity callshimto ir,he | 

can bea ſervantto his equall, with the fame will wherewith hee can command his in- 

ſ fcrior;and Bough he riſe tohonour, forgersnot his familiarity, nor ſiffers inequality | 

of eſtate to work trangeneſle of countenance;on = other ſide,he liftsup his friend | 
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to advancement, with a willing hand, without envy, without ailimulation, When 
| his rnate is dead, he accounts himſelfe but halfe alive ; then his loye nor diffolyed by 

death, deriyes it ſelfe to thoſe orphans which never knew the price of their father, 
they become the heires of his affection, and the burden of his cares. He embraces 4 
free community of all things, ſaye thoſe which either honeſty reſerves proper,orna- 
| ture;and hates to enjoy that which would doe his friend more good ; his charit 
ſerves to cloke noted infirmities, not by untruth, nor by flattery, but by diſcreet ſe. 
| crecy ; neither is he more favourable in concealement, than round in hisprivatexe. 
| prehenſions;and when anothers ſimple fidelity ſhews 1t ſelfe 1n his reproofe, he loyes 
his monitor ſo amch the more, by how much more hee ſmarteth. His boſome j, 
| his friendscloſer, where he may ſafely lay up his complaints, his doubts,NisCares;ang 
look how he leaves, ſo he finds them ; fave for ſome addition of ſeaſonable counſe} 
for redrefſe. If ome unhappy ſuggeſtion ſhall either disjoynt h1s affection, or breake p 
it,it ſoone knits againe, and growes theſtronger by that ſtrefſe, Hee 15 ſo ſenſible of 
anothers injuries, thar when his friend is ſtricken, he cries out, and equally ſmarceth 
untouched, as one affetted not with ſympathy, but with a reall feeling of paine : and 
in what miſchiefe may beprevented, he interpoſerh his aid, and offers toredeeme 
his friend with himſelfe z no hore can be unſ{eaſonable, no bulineſſe difficult, nor 
| paine grievous in condition of his caſe:and what either he doth or ſuffererh, he nei.| 
ther caresnor deſires to have knowne;leſt he ſhould ſeeme to looke for rhanks, Tf he | 
can therefore ſteale the performance of a good office unſcene, the conſcience of his 
faithfulneſſe herein is ſo much ſweeter as it 15 more ſecret. In fayonrs done, his me. 
' mory is fraile;in benefits received,eternall:he ſcornerheither to regard recompence 
| or not tooffer it, He1s the comfort of miſeries, the guide of difhculties, the joy of 


| 


life, the treaſure of earth;and no other than a good Angell clothed in fleſh. 
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. Of the Truh-Noble. 


E ſtands not upon what he borrowed of his Anceſtors, but thinkes he muſt 
| Hot out his owne honour : and if he cannot reach the verrue of them that 
gave him outward glory by inhericance, he is more abaſhed of his iffpoten- 
| cy,than tranſported with a great name. Greatneſſe doth not make him ſcornfill and 
imperious,but rather like the fixed ſtars;the higher he is, the lefſe he deſires to ſeeme. 
Neither carcs he ſo much for pompe and frothy oftentation,as for the ſolid truthof 
Nobleneſſe.Courteſic & ſweet affability can be no more ſevered fronrhim! than life 
from his ſoule;not out ofa baſe and ſervile popularity;8 deſire of ambitious infinu- 
ation;but ofa native gentleneſſe of diſpoſition, and true value of himſelf. His hand 
15 open and bonnteous, yet not fo as that he ſhould rather reſpe& hisglory, than his 
eſtate ; wherein his wiſdome can diſtinguiſh betwixt paraſites and friends, betwitt 
changing of favours and expending them.He ſcorneth to make hisheight a privilege 
of looſenes, but accounts his titles yaine, if he be inferiourto others in goodnefſe:and 
; thinks he ſhouldbe more ſtri&, the more eminenthe is;becauſe he is more obſerved, 
and now his offences are become exemplar. There is no vertne that he holds unfit tot 
| ornament; tor ule;nor eny vice which he condemnes not as ſordid, anda fit compar 
On of baſenefſe;and whereof hedothnot more hate theblemiſh, rhan affe& thepler 
; ſure. He ſoſtudies, as onethatknows, ignorance can neitherpurchaſe honor,nor wie! 
| 1r;8& that knowledge muſt both guide & grace him. His'exerciſes are from his child 
| hood ingenious, manly,decent,& ſuch as tend ſtillco wit, valor,aQtivity:and if25 tl 
dome he deſcend to diſports of chance, his games ſhall neyer makehim either pai 
| with eare,or hotwith deſire of gain. He dothnotſo uſchisfollowers.as if he thought 
| they were made for norhing' but his ſervitude; whoſe Felicity were only to be col 
| manded and pleaſe: wearing them tothe back,and then either findingor framing © 
| cuſcs to diſcard them empty;bur upon all opportunitieslets them feele the Fyeeth®s| 
| of their owne ſerviceablenefſe and his bounty. Silencein officious" ſervice is thebelt| 
| Sg bo i, 2 | EE: TP, = Orato!! 
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The goed Magiſtrate. 


Oratory to plead for his reſpect : All dihgence 1s but jcnt to him, none loſt. His 

w2alch ſtands in receiving, his honor in giving:he carzs not cicncr how many hold of 
his goodnes,or to how tew he 1s beholden:and if te have caſt away favours, he hates 
either to upbraid them to his enemy, or to challenge reſtirution. None can be more 
pitifull to the diſtrefſed, or more prone to ſuccour ; and then moſt, where is leaſt 
meanes to ſollicite, leaſt poſſibility of requirall. He 1s.cqually addrefled to warre and 
peace z and knowes not more how to commandothers, than how to be his Countries | 
ſervant in both. He is more carcfall to give true honour to nis Maker, than to receive 
civill honour from men. He knowes that his ſervice is free and noble, and ever loa- 
ded with ſincere glory ; and how vaine itis to hunt after app/auſe from the world, 
till he be ſure of him that moideri all hearts,and powreth contempt on Princes;and 
ſhortly, ſo demeanes himlelfe,as one thar accounts the body of Nobility to .confitt 
in Blond, the ſoule in the eminence of Vertue. rt 
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Of the good Magiſtrate. 


E 15 the faithfull Deputy of his Maker, whole obedience is the rule wherby 
he ruleth;his breſt is the Ocean whereinto all the cares ofprivate men emp- 
ty themſelves ; which as he receives without complaint and overflowing,tfo 
he ſends them forth again by a wiſe conveyance 1n the {treames of juſtice: his doores, | 
his eares are eycropen to ſuters;and not who comes firſt ſpeeds well, but whoſe cauſe | 
is beſt. His nights,his meales are ſhort and interrupted ; all which he beares well, be-! 
cauſe he knowes himſelfe made for a publike ſervant of Peace and Juſtice. Hee firs 
quietly at tae ſterne,and commands one to the top-ſail:,another to the main.,a third | 
to the plummert,a fourth tothe anchor,as he-ſces the need of their courſe & weather | 
requres;and doth no lefle by his tongue, than all the Marriners with their hands.On 
the Bench hee isanother from himſelfe at home ; nowall private reſpects of bloud, 
alliance,amity are forgotten; and if his owne Son come under triall, he knowes him 
not : Pity whichin all others is wont to be the beſt praiſe of humanity, and the fruic 
of Chriſtian love, 15 by him throwne over the bar for corruption : as for Favour, the 
falſe Advocate of the gracious, he allowes him not to appeare in the Courr;there only 
cauſes are heard ſpeake,not perſons : Eloquenceis then only not diſcouraged, when | 
ſhe ſerves for a Chentof truth : meere narrations are allowed in this Oratory, not | 
Proems,not excurſions,nor Gloſſes: Truth muſt ſtrip her ſelfe,and come in naked to 
his barre, without falſe bodies, or colors without diſgwiſes: A bride in his Cloſet, or a ! 
letter on the Bench,or the whiſpering and winks of a great neighbour,are anſwered | 
with an angry and couragiousrepulſe. Difpleaſure, Revenge, Recompence,ſtand on 
both ſides the Bench, bur hee ſcornesto turne his eye towards them ; looking onely 
right forward ar Equity, which ſtands full before him. His ſentence is ever deliberate | 
and guided with ripe wiſdome, yet his hand is {lower than his tongue;but when he is} 
[urged by occaſion either to doome, or execution, heſhewes how much he hateth | 
{ merciful! injuſtice: neither can his reſolution or aft be reyerſed with partiall impor-} 
 tumity, His forchead is rugged and ſevere, able to diſcountenance villany, yer his 
i words are more awfull than his brow. and his hand than his words. I know not whe- 
; ther hee be more feared or loved, both affeions are {0 ſweetly contempered in alt 
hearts. The good feare him lovingly, the middle ſort loye him fearctuily, and onely | 
the wicked man feares him Nlaviſhly withonr love. He hates to pay private wrongs | 
with the advantag2 of his Office;and if ever he be partiall, jr is to his enemy. He1snot | 
more fag? 10 213 gown. than valarous in armes,v increaſerh inthe rigorot diſcipline, | 
as the rimes in danger. His ſword hathneitherruſfted for want of uſe,nor ſurtetreth of 
| bloud, but after many threats is unſheathed,as the dreactull inſtrument of divinere- 
venge.He isthe Guard of good laws, the Recfage of innocency,tac Comet of the guil- 
ty,che Pay-maſter of good deſerts, the Champion of juſtice,;tne Patron of peace, the 
Tutor of the Church, the Father of hisCountry.& as it were another God upon carth. 
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Of the Penttent. 
=t hath a wounded heart and a fad face; yetnot ſo much for feare,as for un. 


kindneſſe: The wrong of his ſinne troubles him more than the danger:None 
bur he is the better for his ſorrow ; neither is any paſſion more hurrfull tg 
others, than this is gainfull to him ; The more hee ſecks to hide his oriete, the lefle jt 
\ will be hid; Every man may read it notonly in his eyes but in his bones. Whiles he is 
in charity with all others, he is ſofallen our with himſelfe, that none but God can re. 
 concile him:He hath fied himſelfe ina!l Courts, accuſeth,arraigneth,ſentencerh,py.' 
niſheth himſelfe unpartially, and ſooner may find mercy at any hand, than ar hi 
 owne.He onely hath pulled off the faire viſor of {in ; ſo as thatsppeares not but ma: 
ed unto others, is ſeene of him barefac'd; and bewrayes that feartull uglineſfe, which 
none can conceive but he that hath viewed it. Hee hath looktinto the depth of the 
bortomleſſe pit, and hath ſeene his owne offence tormented n others, and the ſame 
{ brands ſhaken at him. He hath ſeene the chanye of faces in thatevill one, as atcmpter 
a5 atormenter ; and hath heard the noiſe ofa conſcience, and is ſotrighted with al 
| theſe, that he cannever have reſt, till he have run out of himſelfe, to God; in whoſe| 
face at firſt, he finds rigour, bur afterwards, ſweetnefſe in his boſome : Re bleeds firſt | 
fromthe hand that heales him. The Law of God hath made worke for mercy;which 
' he hathno ſoonerapprehended;than he forgets his wourds,and looks carelcfly upon 
all theſe terrors of guiltinefſe. When he caſts his eye backeupon himfelte, he wonders 
where he was, and how he came there; and grants, that if there were not ſome wirch- 
i craft in ſinne, hee could not have beene fo ſottiſhly graceleſſe. And now, inthe 
ifſue,Satan finds,(not without indignation and repentance) thar he hath done him a 
good turne in tempting him : For he hadnever beene ſo good if he had not ſinned; 
he had never fought with ſuch courage if he had not ſeene his blond, and beene aſha- 
med of his foyle : Now he is ſeene, and felt in the front of the ſpirituall battell; and 
; can teachothers how to fight, and incourage them in fighting. His heart was never 
| more taken up with the pleaſure of ſinne, than now with care of avoyding'it : The! 
very fight of that cup, wherein ſach afulſome potion was bronght him, rurnes his 
ſtomack: the firſt offers of ſinne make him tremble more now. than he did before at 
thejudgements of his ſinne;neither dares he ſo much as look towards Sodom; Allthe| | Þ* 
powers and craft of hell cannot fetch him in for a cuſtomer to evill ; his infirmity] | Þ# 
may yeeld once, his reſolution never. There is nonc of his ſenſes or parts, which hee|D| Þ* 
hath not within covenants for their good behaviour:which they cannor ever breake 
with impunity. The wrongs ofhis ſin he repaiesto men with recompence, as hating| 
it ſhould be faid, he owes any thing to his offence; toGod (what in him lies) with 
| fighs, teares, VOWS, and endevours of amendment. No heart is more waxen to the 
 impreflions of forgiveneſſe;neither are his handsmore open to receive, than to give 
pardon.All the injuries which are offered to him,are Gyallowed up in his wrongsto 
his Maker,and Redeemer;neither can he call for the arrerages of his farthings,when 
he looks upon the millions forgiven him ; hee feeles not what hee ſuffers from men, 
when hee thinks of what he hath done, and ſhould have ſiiffered. Hee is a thankful 
Herauldof the merciesof his God; which if all the world heare not from his mouth; 
1t15 no fault of his: Neither did he ſo burne with the evill fires of concupiſcence, as 
now with the holy flames of zeale to that glory which hee hath blemiſhed : and his|E 
{ eyeSare full of moiſture, as his heart of heat. The gates of heayen are not ſoknockt! 
'at by any ſurer,whether for frequence,or importunity.You ſhall find his cheeks fur- 
| rowed,his knees hard, his lips ſealed up, fave when he muſt accuſe himſelfe.or olori-; 
fie God, his eyes humbly dejected, and ſometimes you ſhall take him breaking of 
; ſigh in the midſt ; asOne that would ſteale an humiliation unknown e,and would bee 
; offended with any part that ſhould not keep his counſell. When hee finds his foule 
oppreſſed with the heavy guilt of a ſinne, he gives it yent thorow his mcuth, intc | 
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'(Cuan. 7 The Happy man. 
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A |the care of his ſpirituall Phyſician, from whom hee receives Cordials ankyerable to | 
his complaint. He is a ſevere exactor of diſcipline, firſtupon himſelfe, on whom hee 
impoſes more than one Lent; then,upon others,as one that vowed to bee revenged 


on ſfinne whereſoever he finds it; and though bur one hath offended him, yet his de- 
reſtarion i3 univerſall.He 1s his owne taske-maſter for deyorion; and if Chriſtianir 

have any worke more difficult,or perillous than other, that he enjoynes himſelfe,and 
reſolyes contentment even 1n miſcarriage. It is no maryell if the acquaintance ofhis 
wilder times know himnor ; for he is quite another from himſelfe ; and ifhis mind 
could have had any intermiſſhion of dwelling within his breſt, irc conld not haye 
knowne this was the lodging : Nothing but anont-fide is the ſame it was, and that 


of the Goſpell;which he finds ſo fiyeet;that he complaines not, his thirſt after them 
is unfariable ; and now that he hath found his Saviour he hugs him © faſt; and holds 
him ſo deare,that he feelesnot when his life is fetcht away from him, for his martyr- 


laſt Teſtament is full of reſtirutions,and legacies of piety. In ſumme; he hath ſo lived 
anddied, as that Satan hath no ſuch match, ſine hath no ſuch cnemy, God hathno 
ach ſeryant as he. 
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He « an Happy man, 


this leſſon, that he can never forget it ; That knowesthe world, andcares not 
= forit; Thatafter many traverſes of thoughts, is grown to know whathe may 
truſt to, and ſtands now equally armed forall eyents. That hath got the maſtery at 
home,ſo as he can crofſe hiswill without a mutiny,and ſo pleaſe it, that he makes ir 
nota wanton: T hat in earthly things wiſhes no more thannature; in ſpirituall is ever | 
graciouſly ambitious: That for his condition, ſtands on his owne feer,not needing to 
leaneupon the great; andcan ſo frame his thoughts to his eſtate, that when he hath 
leaſt,he cannot want, becauſe he 1585 free from defire,as ſuperfluity : That hath ſea- 
ſonably broken the head-ſtrong reſtineſſe of proſperity, and can now menage it at 
pleaſure: Upon whom, all ſmaller croſſes light as haile-ſtonesupon a roofe ; and for | 
rhe greater calamiries;he can take them as tributes of life, and tokens of love ;andif} 
his ſhip be toffed, yet he is ſure his Anchor is faſt. IFfall the world were his. hee could 
 benoother than he 1s; no whit gladder of himſelfe, no whit higher in his carriage | 
becauſe he knowes, contentment hes not 1n the things he hath, but in the mind To 
values them. The powers ofhis reſolution can either multiply, or ſubſtraR at plea- 
| ſure. He can make his cottage a Mannor,ora Palace when he liſts;and his home-cloſe, 
a large dominion ; his ſtaind-cloth, Arras; his earth, plate, and can ſee ſtate in the at- | 
tendance of one ſeryant; as one that hath learned, a mans greatnefſe or baſeneſſe is in 
himſelfe ; and in this hee may even conteſt with the proud, that hee thinks his owne 
| the beſt. Or, if he muſt be outwardly great, he can but turne the other end of the 
| glafſe,and make hisſtately Manor a low and ſtrait Cotrage:andin all his coſtly firni- 
| rure,he can ſce,not richneſſe, buruſe; he can ſee drofſe inthe beſt metall, and earth. 
| thorow the beſt clothes;and in all his troup, he can he ſec himſelfe his owne fervanr. | 
| He lives quietly at home, out of the noiſe of the world, and loves to enjoy himſelfe 
E i alwaies,and ſometimes his friend,and hath as full ſcope to his thoughts,as to his cies. 
| He walks ever even, in the mid-way betwixt hopes and feares, reſolved to feare no- 


T7 hath learn'd toread himſelfe more than all books ; and hath fo taken our 
| 


thing bur God, to hope for nothing bur that which he muſt haye: He hath awife and 
; Vertuous mind ina ſerviceable body;which thar better part affe@s as a preſent ſervant 
; anda future companion ; ſocheriſhing hisfleſh, as one that would ſcorne to bee all 
(leſh.He hath no enemies,not for that all love him,bur becauſe he knowes to make a 
| gane of malice..He is not ſo ingaged toany earthly thing, that they two cannot parr 

on even tearmes; there is neirher laughter in their meering, nor in their ſhaking of 


altred more with Regeneration, than with age.None but he canreliſh the promiſes | 


dome. The latter part of his life 15 ſo led,as if he defired rounlive his youth; and his | 
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hands,teares. He keeps ever the beſt company, the God of Spirits, and the Spirirsof 
 thar God; whom he entertaines continualy in anawtul! familiarity, rot being hin- 
dred,cither with too much ligar,or with none at ail. 41s confcience and his hand are 
friends, and (what Devill ſoever rempr him)will not ralicur. I bat divine part goes 
ever uprightly and freely,not ſtooping under the buicen of a willing ſinne,not fer- 
tered with the gieves of unjuſt ſcruples. He would nor, 1t he could, run away from 
himſelfe,or from God:not caring from whomthe lics hid, fo ke may looke theſe two 
in the face. Cenſures and applaules are paſſengers io him notgueſts; hiseare 1s their 
thorow-fare, not their harbour ; he hath learned to fetch boti his counſel, and his; 

ſentence from his owne breſt. He doth not lay weight upon his owne ſhoulders, as | 

one that lovesro torment himſelfe with the honourof muci imploiment, but as hee | 
makes work his game,{o doth he not liſt to make himſelte worce.His ſtrife is ever to| | 
redeeme,and not to ſpend time. Ir is his trade to doe good; and to think of it, his re- FY 
creation.He hath hands enow for himſelfe and others, which are ever ſtretched forth 
for beneficence, not for need. He walks cheerefully.in the way that God hath chal- 
ked,and never wiſhes it more wide,or more ſmooth. Thoſe very tentations where: 
by he is foiled, ſtrengthen him ; he comes forth crowned,and triumphing out of the 
ſpirituall Battels, and thoſe ſcars that he hath, make him beaurifull.His ſoule is eyery 
day dilated ro receive that God, in whom hee 1s ; and hath attained to love him- 
ſelfe for God, and God for his owne ſake. His eyes ſtick ſofaſt in heaven, that no 
earthly obje& canremove rhem; yea his whole ſelte is there before his time,and ſees 
with Steves, and heares with Paxt, and enjoyes with Lazerys,the glory that hee ſhall 
have ; and takes pofſcfſion before-hand of his roome amongſt the Saints : and theſe 
heavenly contentments have ſo taken him up, that now he looks downe diſpleaſedly 
upon the earth, as the Region of his ſorrowand baniſhment; yer joying more in hope 
than troubled with the ſenſe of evils, he holds 1tno greatmatter tolive, his greateſt 
buſines to die ; and is ſo well acquainted with his laſt gueſt,thathe feares nounkind- 
nefſe from him : neither makes he any other of dying, than of walking home when 
he isabroad,or of going to bed when he 1s weary of the day. Re is well provided for 
both worlds, and is ſare of peace here, of glory hereafter; and therefore hath a lighe | 
heart,and a cheerfull face. All his fellow=creatures rejoyce to ſerve him; his bet-_ 

ters,the Angels, love to obſerve him;God himſfelfe takes pleaſure tocon- 
verſe with him.and hath Sainted him atore his death, 
and in his death crowned him. 
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THE PROOEME. 
Have ſhewed you many faire Vertues: [ſpeak 
not for them ; if their ſrobt cannot command 
affettion,let them loſe it 'l be3ſhall pleaſe yet 

ctter,after you have troubled your eges alu- 
tle with the view of deformities ; and by how 
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thily, 1 thinke, becauſe both ſhe commeth neereſt to Vertue, and s 
the worſt of Vices. 
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ACTER OE THE' {| 
HYPOCRITE. 


IN Hypocriteisthe worſt kinde of Player, by ſo much as he | | 117088 
jacsthe better partzwhich hath alwayes two faces,oft-times \ 1 mn 
{CWO hearts: T har can compoſe his forehead to fadneſſe and j 'Y"/ .* 4+ 8 
of gravity (while hee bids his heart be wanton and careleffe | '. | 0080 
ell within, )and(in the meane time)laughs within himſelfe, ro | 1 | P0008 

[think how ſmoothly hehath cozened the beholder, Inwhoſe RT 
[ſilent faceare written the chareQers of Religion, which his bY 

[tongue and geſtures pronounc?, bur his hands recant. That | 
hath a clean face and garment, with a foule ſoule : whoſe 
mouth behes his heart,and his fingers belie his mouth. Walk- 
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ng early up into the Citty, he turnes into the great Church, and flutes one of the : L1LE8 
'@ [pillars on one knee,worſhipping that God which at home he cares not for; white his L.-T 
[eye is fixed on ſome window, on ſome paſſenger, and his heart knowes not whether , FN H0RI 
his lips goe. He riſes,and looking about with admiration, complainesonour frozen | (0 46 ROY 
charity, commends the ancient. At Church he will ever fit where he may be ſeene beſt, |: [11,0 
andin the middeſt of the Sermon puls out his Tables in haſte, as if he feared to loſe '. 1 45 (On 
|that note;when he writes either his forgotten errand, or nothing:then he turnes his - "8 
Bible witha noiſe, to ſeeke an omitted quotation ; and folds the leafe, as ifhe had 
| foundit ; and askes aloud the name of the Preacher,and repeats it, whom he publikely 
ſalutes, rhanks,praiſes, invites, entertaines with tedious good counſell, with good dit- | 
courſe, if it had come from an honefter mouth. He can command teares when hee 
ſpeaks of his youth ; indeed becauſe itis paſt, not becauſe it was finfull : himſelfe is WTRt |! 
now better,but the r1mes are worſe. All other ſinnes he reckons up with deteſtation, 1 1 OY 
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1D] while he lovesand hides hisdarling inhis boſome. All his ſpeechreturnes to him{e1f, | BEE | | þ 
and every occurrent drawes In a ſtory to his owne praiſe. When he ſhould give, he Ong | ff 
lookes about him,and ſayes,Who ſees eve £ No almes,no prayers,fall from him withour 'H ALS 3 
a witnefſe;belike leſt God ſhould deny that he hath received them:and when he hath 2 5 FORE tl i 
done (leſt the world ſhould notknow ithis owne mouth is hisTrumperta proclaime | | On 
ir. Wich rhe ſuperfluity of his wury he bAilds an Hoſpirall,and harbours them whom 
his extortion hath ſpoiled;ſo while he makes many beggers,he keeps ſome.He turn- | 1... 1, FR I 
eth all Gnats into Camels,and cares not toundoe the world for a circumſtance. Fleſh | EI 1] -;. | 
on a Friday is more abomination fo him than his neighbours bed : Hee abhorres b_ 14 [0's 
more not to uncover at the name of Je{us, then ro ſweare by the name of God.When | ' 36. Hin 
a Rimer rcads his Poeme to him, he begs a Copie, and perſivades the Preſſe; there is 4M 
norhing that he diflikes in preſence, that in abſence he cenſares not. Hee comes to l IS 
E|the ficke bed of his ſtepmother, and weeps, when he ſerretly feares her recoyery. He Wh 
greets his friendin the ſtreer withſo cleare a countenance, (ofaſt a cloſiwe, that the 1 
other thinks he reads his heart in his face ; and ſhakes hands withan indefinite inyira- | 
tion of hen will you corre 2 and when his back is turned, joyes that he is {o well rid of | 17 Wh 
a oveſt: yer if that guelt viſite hum nufeared, he counterfets a ſmiling welcome, and } | LL 
| | excuſeshis cheare,when cloſely he frowneson his wife for too much. He ſhewes well; | _ 
| |andfajes well; and himſelfe is the worſt thing he hath. In briefe, he is rhe ſtrangers BENS; Wn, 
Sarnr,the neighbours diſeaſe, the blot of goodneſſe;a rotten ſticke in a darke - AP | FOUR 
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askes not, more than he askes ; and all but what he ſhonld give ; and makes more | 


Gnne than the Ten Commandements. This man daresnot ſtirreforth till his breſt be. 
croſſed, and his face ſprinkled: ifbutan Hare crofſe him the way, he retornes; or if 


his journey began unawarcs on the diſmallday ; or if he ſtumblear the threſhold. IF 
he ſec a Snake unkilled, he feares a miſChaite ; 1f the falt fall towards him, he lookes | 
pale and red, and isnot quiet till one of the waters have powred wine onhis lappe ; 


and when he neezeth, thinks them nothis friends that uncoyer not. In the morning 


he liſtens whether the Crow cricth eyen or odde, and by that token preſages of 


the weather, If he heare but a Raven croke from the next roofe, he makes his will,or 
if a Bittour flie over his head by night : bur ifhis troubled fancie ſhall ſecond his 
choughts with the dreame of a faire garden, or greene ruſhes, or the ſalutation of a 
dead friend, he takes leave of the world,and faies he cannot live. He will never ſer wo 
{ca but on a Sunday ; neither ever goes without an £74 P8ter in his pocket. Saint 


Pauls day and Saint Snithawes with the Twelve, are his Oracles; which he dares be- 


leeve againſt the Almanacke. When he lies ficke on his death-bed, no fin troubles 
him ſo much,asthat hedid once ear fleſh ona friday,no repentance can expiate that; 
the reſt need none. There is nodreame of his withour an interpreration, without a 
prediction; andifthe event anſwer not his expoſition, he expounds it according to 


nall devotion. Old wives and Starres arehis counſellers ; his night gel 15 his guard, 
and charmes his Phiſitian. He weares Paracelſian ChareCters for the footh-ach,and a 
little hollowed wax 1s his Antidotefor all eyils. This man is ſtrangely credulous, and 


calls impoſlible rhings,miraculous: Ifhe heare that ſame ſacred blocke ſpeaks,moves, 
weepes,{miles,his beare feet carry him thether with an offering :and ifa danger miſle 


C |him in the way, his Saint hath the thankes. Some way he will not goe, and ſome he 


dares not ; either there he bngges, or he faineth them ; every lanterne isa ghoſt, and 
every noiſe isof chaines. He knowes not why,but his cuſtome is to goe a licrle about, 


and to leave the crofle ſtill on the right hand. One event is enough to make arule ; 
out of theſe he concludes faſhions proper to himſelfe,and nothing can turne him our 
of his owne courſe. Ifhe have done his taske, hes ſafe, ic matters not with what af- 
fetion. Finally, if God will let him be the caryer of his owne obedience, he could 
not have a better ſubject, as he is, he cannot have a worle. 
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Of the Profane. 


T He ſup erſtitious hath too many gods : the profane man hath none at all, un- 


lefſe pertiaps himſelfe be his owne deitie, and the world his heaven. To mart- 


feare,of care,or of paine from the deafe ſtrokes of a reyengipg conſcience. Cuſtome 
of ſinne hath wrought this ſenſleſneſſe, which now hath been ſo long entertained, 
thatit pleads preſcription, and knowes not to be altered. This is no ſaddert eyill: we 
areborne ſinfull,but have made our ſelves profane; through many degrees we climbe 
to this height of impiety. At firſt he ſinned, and cared not ; now be finneth and 


DIY 


knoweth nor. Appetite is his Lord,and Reaſon his ſervant, and Religion his drudge. 
Senſe is the rule of his beleefe; and if Pietice may be an adyantage, hee can ar once 


| counterfeit and deride it. When ought ſucceedeth to him, he facrificestohisnets ,and 


thanks either his fortune, or his wit ; and will rather make a falſe God, than acknow- 


It; ſers the day,but he diſappoints it ; and when itcries loud for audience, he drownes 
the noiſe with good fellowſhip. He neyer names God, but in his oathes ;neyerthinks 


begins but then. He quarrels fot the hard conditions of his pleaſirre, for his furure 
| damnation; and from himlfe laiesall the faultupon his Maker ; and from his decree 


| Q2 
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the event. Every darke grove and pictured wall ſtrikes him with an awfwll, but car- 


ter of Religion, his heart is a peece of deadfleſh; without feeling of love, of 


ledge rhe:true : if contrary,he cries out of deſtinie, and blames him ro whom he will | 
not be beholden. His conſcience would faine fpeake with him, but hewill not heare 


ofhim, bur in extremity ; and thenhe knowes not how to think of him, becauſe he | 


| 
fercheth | 
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172 ; t be AM ale-content. 


| fercherh excuſes of his wickedneffe. The inevitable neceſſiry of Gods courſell makes. RK 
| him deſperarely carelefſe : fo with good food he poyſons himſelte. Coadnefie is his | 
| Minſtrell ; neither is any mirth {0 cordiall to him as his {fort with Geds fooies. Eve. | | 


ry vertue hath his ſlander, and his jeſt ro laugh it-our of faſhion : every vice his co- 
| 
| 
| 
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Jour. His uſualleſt theame is the boaſt of his young ſinnes, which he can ſtill joy in, 

though he cannot commit z and(ifir may be)his ſpeech makes him worle than he js, 

He cannot thinke of death with patience,without terrour,wnich he thercfore feares 
\ worſe than hell, becauſe this he is ſure of, the other ke but coubts of. He comes to 
; Church as to the Theater, ſaving that nor ſowillingly : for company, for cuſtome, 

for recreation, perhaps forſleepe ; or to feed his eyes or his eares : as for his ſoule,he 
cares no more than if he had none. He loves none but himſelte, andthat rnct enough 
to ſeeke his true good ; neither cares he on whom he treads that he may riſe. His life 
is full of licence, and his prattice of outrage. He 1s hated of God, as ranch as he ha- 
teth goodnefle, and differs little from a Dev1ll;bur that he hath a body. 
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| Of the Male-content. ; 


E 38 neither well full nor faſting ; and though he abound with complaints, 
H-: nothing diſlikes him bur the preſent : for what he condemned while it 
was,once paſt he magnifies, and ſtrives torecall itout of the jawes of T ime. 
What he hath, he ſees not, his eyesare ſo taken up with what he wants; and whathe 
ſees he cares not for, becaule he cares ſo much for that which is not. When his fricad 
 carvcs him the beſt morſell, he murmures that it isan happy feaſt wherein each one 
' may cut for himſelfe. When apreſent is ſent him, he ackes, 7s this a? and What, uo 
| better £ and ſoaccepts it, as1fhe would haye his friend know how much he is Found 
| to him for vouchſafing toreceive it. It is hardto entertaine him with a proportiona- 
ble gift. If nothing, he cries ontofunrhankfulneſſe;jflicrle,that he is baſely regarded; 
it much, he exclaimes of flattery, and expetation ofa large requitall. Every blefiing 
| harh ſomewhat to diſparage and diſtaſte it : Children bring cares, ſingle life is wilde 
and ſolitary ; eminencie 1s envrous,retiredneſſe obſcure ; faſting paintull;Gcierieun- 
weildic;Religion nicely ſevere; liberrie is lawlefſe ; wealth burdenſome; mediocrity 
contemptible ; Every thing faulteth, either intoomuch. or too little. This man 1s | 
ever head-ſtrong,and ſelfe-willed,neither is he alyates tied toeſteeme or pronounce| | 
according toreaſon ; ſome things he muſt diſlike he knowes not whetefore, but he 
likes them not:andother-where rather than notcenſure,he will accuſe a man of ver- 
tue. Every thing he medleth with, he either finderh imperfe&,or maketh ſo: neither 
is there any thing that ſoundeth ſoharſh inhis care,as the commendation of another, 
| Whereto yet perhaps he faſhionably and coldly afſenteth, but with ich an after-clauſe 
of exception. as doth morethan marre his former allowance, and if he liſt not togine 
a verball diſgrace, yet he ſhakes his head and ſiiles,as if his ſilence ſhould ſay , Trovld 
and will wt. And when himſclfe ispraiſed withour exccfſe, he complaines that ſuch 
impertect kindnefſe hath nordone himright. If butan unſeaſonable ſhowre crofſehis 
{ FECTearion, he 1s ready to fall out with heayen, and thinks he js wronged, if God will 
| NOt take his times whentoraine, when to ſhine. He is aflave to enyic, and loſeth 
fleſh with fretring,not ſo much at his owne infelicitie,as at others 2god; neither hath 
he leifure to joy m his owne bleflings whileſt another proſpereth. Faine would he 
fee ſome mutinies,but dares not raiſe them ; and ſuffers his lawleſſc tongue to walke 
rhorow the dangerous paths of conceired alterations; bur fo, as in g00d manners Þe 
had ratherthruſt every man before himwhen ir comes to a@in 7. Nothing bur feare 
keepes him from conſpiracies, and no mari is more cruell when he is not manicled 
| with danger. He ſpeakes nothing bur 844rs and Libels, and lodgeth no oveſts in his 
heart but Rebels. The inconſtant and hee apree well in their f elicitie, which both 
placein change : bur herein they differ; the inconſtant man affeds that which will 


| be, the male-content commonly that' which was. F inally, he is 8 querulous culte; 
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C HaR. The Unconſtant. T he Flatterer. 


whom no horſe can paſſe by without barkingat ; yea, inthe deepe ſilence of night 
the very moone-ſhine openeth his clamorous mouth : hee 15 the wheele ofa well- 
-onched fire-worke ; that flies ont on all fides,not withour ſcorching ir ſelfe. Every 
care is long agoe weary of him, and he 15 now almoſt weary of himPa6: Give hin 
Dur a lictle reſpit, and he will die alone ; ofno other death, than others welfare. 


Of the Unconflant. Ws 


T « inconftant man treads upon a mooving earth,and keepes no paſe. His pro- 


ceedings are ever heady and peremptory ; for heg hathnot the patience to 
conſult with reaſon, but determines meerly upon fancie. No man is ſo hot in | 
the purſuit of what he liceth;no man ſooner weary. He 1s fiery in his paſſions, which | 
| yet are not more violent than momentanie: it 15 a wonder if his loye or hatredlaſt ſo 
many dayesas a wonder. His heart is the Inne of all good motions, wherein if chey 
lodge for a night, it is well ; by morning they are gone,and take noleaye: and if they 
come that way againe, they are entertained as gueſts, not as friends. At firſt like an- 
other Ecebolizs he loved ſimple truth ; thence diverting his eyes, he fell in loye with 
idolatrie ; thoſe heatheniſh ſhrines had neyer any more qoting and beſotted client ; 
land now of late he is leapt from Rome to Myxer, and is growne to giddie Anabap- 
riſme : what he will be next,as yet he knowerth not ; but ere he have wintred hisopi- 
ni0n,It will be manifeſt. He is good to make an enemie of ill for a friend ; becauſe as 
\thereis notruſt in his affection, ſono rancor 1n his diſpleafure. The multitude of his 
C \changed purpoſes brings with it forgetfulneſle ; and not of others more than of him- 
ſelfe. He faies, ſweares, renounces, becauſe what he promiſed, he meantnor long e- 
nough to make an impreſſion. Herein alone he 1s good for a cotnmon-wealth, that 
he ſets many on work, with building, ruining, akering ; and makes more buſfineſſe 
than Time ir ſelfe ; neither 1s he a greater enemie tothrift, than to idlenefſſe. Propri- 
etie 1s to him enough cauſe of diflike ; eachthing pleaſes him better that is ior his 
owne.Evenin the beſtthings, long contimuance 1s ajuſtquarrell;:Mannait ſelfe growes 
tedious with age, and Noveltie isthe higheſt ſtile of commendation to the meaneſt 
offers : neither doth he in bookes and faſhions aske How good. but, How new. Varietie 
carries him away with delight, and nouniforme pleaſure can be without an irkſome 
fulnefſe. He is ſo transformable into all apinions, manners, qualities, that he ſeemes_ 
rather made immediately of the f1:ſt matter, than of well tempered elements; and | 
therefore is in poſlibilitie any thing,or every thing ; nothing in preſent ſubſtance. Fi- | 
nally,he is ſervile in imitation, waxey to per{wations, witty to wrong himſelf,a gueſt, 
in his owne houſe, an Ape of others, and inaword, any thing rather than himſelfe. 
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Of the Flatterer, | 
E Latterie is nothing bur falſe friendſhip,fawning hypocriſie, diſhoneſt civility, 
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baſe merchandize ofwords, a plauſible diſcord of the heart and lips. The Flat- 

terer is bleare-eyed toill, and cannot ſee vices;and his tongue walkes everinone 
tr:ck of unjuſt praiſes, andcan no more tell how to diſcommend, than to ſpeak true. 
His ſpeeches are full of wondring interjeRions ; and all his ritles are ſuperlative, and 
both of them ſeldome ever bur in preſence. his baſe mind 1s well matched with a 
mercenary tongue, which is a willing ſlaye to another mans eare; neither regardech 
he how true, but how pleaſing. His Art is nothing but a delightfull coozenage,whoſe 
rules arMmoothing, and garded with peyjurie ; whoſe ſcope is to caake men fooles, 
in teaching them to over-yalue themſelyes, and to rickle his friends to death. This 
man 1s a Porter of all good tales,and mcends themin the carriage : One of Fames beſt 
triends,and his owne ; that helps to furniſh her with thoſe rumours, that may advan- 


ge himſelfe. Conſcience hath no greater adyerſarie for when ſhe is about ro Pay 
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| thersfay in hispraiſe,he interrupts himſelfe modeſtly,and daresnot ſpeake the reſt 


T he Flatterer.T he $ lothfal. 


oxe, whoſe vertues he cannot more extoll, than imitare his 1mpertections, that he may 
think his worſt gracefull. Ler him fay it is hor, he wipes his forchead and unbraceth 
himſelfe: ifcold, he ſhivers, and callsfor a warmer garment. When he walkes with 
his friend, he fwearesto him, that no man elſe is looked at z no man talked of, arq 
that whomſoever he vouchſafes to look on and nod to, 1s graced enough : That he 
knowes not his owne worth, leſt he ſhould be too happy ; and when he tells what o- 


ſo his concealement 15 more — than his ſpeech. Hee hangs upon the lips 
' which he admirerh, as if they could letfall nothing but Oracles,and findsoccafion tg 
cite ſome approved ſentence,under thename he honoureth ; and when ought is no- 
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bly ſpoken, both his hands are little enough to bleſſe him. Somerimes even in ab- 
{ence he exrolleth his Patron, where hee may preſume of ſafe conveyance tohis 
cares; and in preſence ſo whiſpererh his commendation to common friend, that jt 
may not be unheard where he meantir. He hath falves for eyery ſore, to hide them, 
not toheale them ; complexion forevery face: ſin hath not any more Artificiall Bro- 
ker,or more impudent Baud. There'isno vice,that hath not from him his colour, his 
allurement; and his beſt ſervice is, either to further guiltinefſe, or ſmother ir. It hee 
grant evill things incxpedient, orcrimes errours, he hath yeelded much ; either thy 
 eſtare givesprivilege of libertyzor thy youth; or ifneither, What if it be il]? yet it js 
| pleaſant. Honeſtieto him1s nice fngwarity, repentance ſuperſtitious melancholic, 
| gravitie,dulneſſe, and all vertue;an innocent conceit of the baſe-minded. In ſhort, he 
| is the Moth of liberall mens coats,the Eare-wig of the mighty, the bane of Courts. a 
friend & aſlave to the trencher,and good for nothing but to be a faRor for the Deyil. 
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Of the Slothfull. 
HF: is a religious man,and wearesthe rime 1n his Cloiſter ; and as the cloke of 


his doing nothing, pleads contermplation; yet 1s he no whit the leaner for his 
thoughts, no whir learneder. He takes no lefle care how to fpend time, than 
others how to gaine by the expenſe ; and when buſinefſe 1mportunes him, is more 
troubled to fore-chink what he muſt doe, than another to effect it. Summer is our of 
his favour, tornothing but long daies that make no haſt to their eyen.He loves ſtill to 
have the Sunne witnefle of his riſing ; andlies long,more for lothneſfe to drefichim, 
than will toſleep : andafter ſome ſtreaking and yawning,calls for dinner, unwaſhed; 
which having digeſted with a ſleep in his chaire, he walks forch ro the benchin the 
Markert-place, and lookes for Companions : whomſoever he meers, he ſtaics with 
idle queſtions, and Jingring diſcourſe ; how the daies are lengchned, how kindly the 
weather is,how falſe the clock, how forward the Spring,and ends ever with whot ſha 
we doe £ It pleaſes him nolefle to hinder others, than not to work himſelfe. When all 
thepeople are gone from Church, he is leftſleeping in his ſeat alone. He enters bonds, 
and forfeits them by torgetting the day ; and askes his neighbour when his owne 
eld was fallowed, whether the next peece of ground belong not ro himſelfe. His 
care 15 either none,or toolate : when Winter 1s come, after ſome ſharpe viſications, 
ne looks on his pile of wood, and askes how much was cropped the laſt Spring. Ne- 
cefiitic drives him to every aCtion,and what he cannot ayoid, he will yet deferre. E- 
' very chanze troubles him,alchough to the better ; and his dulnefle counterfeits 1 
; kind of contentment. When he is warned on a Jury, hehadrather pay the mult, 
| than appeare. A]l but that which nature wiil not permit, he doth by a Depury, and 
; colnts it tronblefome to doe nothing; bur ro doe any thing yet more. He is wittie in 
, nothing but framing excuſes to (it ſtill, which if the occaſion yeeld nor, he coyneth 
| with eaſe. There is no work that is not either dangerous orthanklefſe,and whereof he 
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| her juſt part of accuſation, he ſtops her mouth with good tearmes, and wel-reere |x| 
\ ſrangleth her with ſhifts, Like that fabrill fiſh, hee turnes himſelfe into the colcyr 
of every ſtone, fora bootie. In himſelfe he is nothing, but what pleaſeth his Grege. 
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The (ovetous. 


foreſeesnot the inconvenience and painleſheſſe before he enters; which ific be yeri- 
fed incvent, his next idlenefſe hath found a reaſon toparronize it. Hee had rather 
freeze than fetch wood, and chuſes rather toſteale than worke ; to begge than take 
paines to ſteale, and in many things to wantthan begge. Heeis ſoloth to leave hi; 
neighbours fire, thar he 1s fainc to walk hame in rhe dark; and if he be not lookt to, 


rorment but work. This man isa (tanding Poole, and cannot chuſe bur gather cor- 


ruption : he 15 deſcriedamongſta thouſand neighboursby a dry and naſty hand, that 
ſtill ayours of the ſheet, a beard nncut, unkembed an eyeandeare yellow, with their 
excretions; a coat ſhaken on, ragged, unbruſht ; by linnen andface ſtriving whether 
ſhall excell in uncleannefle. For body, he hath a ſwolne legge,adusky and ſwiniſh eye, 
1blowne checke,a drawling tongue,an heavy foot, and is nothing bur acolderearth 
molded with ſtanding water. Toconclude, isa man mn nothing but in ſpeech & ſhape. 
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Of the ( ovetous. 


EE isa ſervant to himſelfe, yea to his ſervant; and doth baſe homage to that 
Hoc! ſhould be the worſt drudge. A liveleſſe peece of earth is his Maſter, 


yee his God, which he ſhrines in his coffer, and to which hee ſacrifices his 
heart. Every face of his coine 15a new image, which he adores with the ett Ve- 
| |neration ; yet takes upon him to be Protector of that he worſhippeth : which hee 
'C |feares to keep, and abhorres to loſe : not daring to truſt either any other god, or his 
; [owne. Likea true Chymilſt he turnes every thing into filver, both what he ſhould 
| {cat, and what he ſhould weare; and that he keeps to Jooke on, not touſe. When he 
retornes from his field, he askes, nat without much rage, what became ofthe looſe 
cruſt in his cup-bord, and who hath rioted among his Leekes. He neyer eats good 
meale bur on his neighbours trencher; and there he makes amends to his complain- 
112 (tomacke for his former and furure faſts. He bids his neighbours to dinner; and 
when they have done, ſends in a trencher for the ſhor. Once in a yeere perhaps, he 
|gives himſelfe leave to feaſt,and for the time thinks no man more layith ; wherein he 

tiſts nor to fetch his diſhes from farre;norwill be beholden tothe ſhambles, his owne 


ed, ralkes how much every man devoured, and how many cups were.empried, and 
feeds his family with the mouldy remrants:a moneth after. If his ſervant breake bur 
an earthen diſh for want of light, he abates 1t out of his quarters wages. 'He chips his 
bread.and ſends it backe to exchange for ſtaler. He lets money, 'and ſells Time for a 
' price ; and will not be importuned either to prevent or deferre his day; and inthe 

| meane time looks fer ſecret gratuities, belides the maine intereſt which he ſels. and 
. | rerurnes intothe ſtocke. He breeds of money. tothe third generation ; neither hath 
| | it ſooner any being, than he ſets1t tobeget more. In all things he affects ſecrecy and 
| bropriety ; he grudgeth his neighbour the water of his Well : and next to ſtealing, 
he hates borrowing. In his ſhort andunquiet ſleepes he dreames of theeves,andruns 
tothe doore, and names more men then he. hath. The leaſt ſheafe he eyerculls out 
for Tithe ; and to rob God, holds it the beſt paſtinie, the cleereſt gaine. This man 
Tries out above others, ofthe prodigalitle of our times, and tells of che thrift ofour 
fore-fathers: How that greatPrince thoughthimſefe royally attired, when he beſtow- 
cd thirreene ſhillings and foure pence on halfea ſure. How one wedding gowne 
(erred our Grandmorthers, till they exchanged it fora winding ſheet:& praiſes plain- 
neſſe,notfor lefle ſin,but for lefſe cot. For himſelfhe 1s ſtill knowne by his fore fathers 
co2t,. which hee meanes with his bleſſing, to bequearh to the many. deſcents. of his 
eires. Heneither would be poore,nor be accountedrich.No mancomplains fo much 
of want, to avoid a Subſidie;no man is ſo importunate in begging, ſocruell in exacti- 
hay :and when he moſt complaines of want, he feares that which he complains co have. 


——— 


weares our the night in the chimney corner ; or if notthat,lies downe in his clothes 
ro fave two labours. He eates and prayes hirſclte afleepe ; and dreames of no other 


proviſion ſhall furniſh his boord with an inſenſible coſt,and when his gueſtsare part- | 
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 Noway isindire& to wealth ; whether of fraud or violence. Gaine is his godlinefle ; | 
which if conſcience goe about to prejudice, and grow troubleſome by exclaiming a- | 
gainſt, he is condemned for a common Þarretor. Like another Ahab, he is ſick of | | 
chenext field, and thinks he is ill ſeared, while he dwels by neighbours. Shortly, his 
neighbours doe not much more hate him, than he himſelte. Hee cares nor (for no 
oreat advantage ) to loſe Hisfriend, pine his body, damne his ſoule ; and would dif- 
patch himſelfe when come falls, but that heisloth tocaſt away money ona cord. 
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Le FSEag 
Of the Vaine-glerious. 
1 LL his humour riſes up into the froth of oftenration ; which if it once ſerrle, 


falls downe into a narrow roome, If the excefſe be in the underſtanding part, 

all his witis in print ;the Prefſe hath left his head empty ; yea,nor only whar 
he had, but what he could borrow without leave. If hisglory be in his devotion, he 
gives notan Almes bur on record ; andif he haye once done well, Cod hearcs of it 
often; for upon every unkindnefſe he 1s ready to upbraid hum with merits. Over and 
above his owne diſcharge, he harh ſome ſarisfactions to ſpare for the common trea- 
fare. He can fulfill the Law with eaſc,and carne God with ſuperfluty. If he have be- 
ſtowed but a littleſumme in the glazing, paving. parictingof Gadshouſe, youſkall find 
it in the Church-window. Or it a more gallant humour poſleſſe hjm,he weares all his 
land on his backe ; and walking high, lookes over his left ſhoulder,to ſee if the point 
of his Rapier follow him with a Grace. He 1s proud of another nians horſe; andwel| 
mounted, rhinkes every man wrongs him, that lookes not at him. A bare head inthe 
ſtreet doth him more good than a meales meat. He ſweares bizge at an Ordinary,and 
talkes of the Court with a tharp accent;neither vouchſafes to name any not hogour- 
able, nor thoſe without ſome tearme of familiarity ; and likes well to ſee the hearer 
lookupon him amazedly, as ifhe faid, How happy 1s this man that is ſo great with | 
Great=Ones!Uuder pretence of ſeeking for a ſcrolofnewes, hedrawes outan handful 
of letters indorſed with his owne ſtile,to the height:andhalfe reading eyery title, paſ- 
ſes over the latter part with a murtnur ; not without ſignifying, what Lord ſent this, 
what great Lady the other ; and for what ſures; the laſt paper (as it happens) is his 
newes from his honourable friend in the French Court. In the midſt of dinner, his 
Lacquay comes ſweating in, witha ſealed nate from his Creditor, whonow threa- 
rensa ſpeedy arreſt, and whiſpers the ill newes in his Maſters eare, when he aloud 
names a Councellor of State,and profeſſes toknow the employment. The ſame meſ(- 
ſenger he calls with an imperious nod ; and after expoſtulation, where he hath left | 
his fellowes,in hiseare ſends him for ſome new ſpur-lethersor ſtockings by this rime | 
footed ; and when he is gone halfethe roome, recalls him, and faith aloud. 1t 5 #0 
maiter, Let the greater bagge alone till Tcome ; and yet againe callin ghimcloſer,whiſpers 
(10 thatall the Table may heare)) that if his cr;mſon ſuit be ready againſt the day, the reſt 
need no haſte. He picks his teeth when his ſtomacke is empty, and calls for Pheſants 
ata common Inne. You ſhall find him prizing thericheſt Jewels, and faireſt horſes, 
when his purſe yeelds not money enough for earneſt. He thruſts himſelfe into the 
preaſe, before ſome great Ladies ; and loves tobe ſeene necre the head of a great 
traime. His talke is how many Mourners he furniſht with gownes at his Fathers fune- 
rals, how many meſſes, how rich his Coat is, and how ancient, how great his alliance: 
what challenges he hath made and anſivered ; what exploits he did at Cales or New- 
port ;, and when he hath commended others buildings. furnitares, ſues, compares: 
them with his owne. When he hath undertaken ke the Broker for ſome rich Di- 
amond, he weares itz and pulling of his Glove to ſtroke up his haire, thinks no eye 
{hould have any other obje&.Entertaining his friend, hechides his Cooke for nobet- 
ter cheere,and names the diſhes he meant, and wants. To conclude, he iz ever ag the 
Stage,andadts ſtill a glorious part abroad, when no man caries abaſer heart, no man 
is more ſordidand carelefſe at home, He is a Spaniſh Souldier on an Italian Theater ; 
a Bladder full of wind, a $kin full of words, a fooles wonder, and a wiſe mans foole. 
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| The Preſumptuous. T be Diſiruſtfull. 
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Of the Preſumptuous. 


Pic ther: 15 nothing but hope out of his wits, an high houſe upon weak pil- 


_ TO SL hes rt 
_- - = 


| 


_ - ———_— 


a 26.46 - mn Qu val {pk —- 2 wn w b * 
|. AE 4 ym : 4 * —_ Fa 3 OO. > 
” =_ on " Þ FA. T - hy Sat 9 — a ave m _ 
- <-> -<- roe > pr gy - A | : 2 . 
PS Yo pon > « anti i oben ge ro iis ets ran. 4 
- - _ , 


*; Y EOS 


lars. The prefumptuous man loves toattempr ogreatthings, only becauſe they 

are hard andrare : his attionsare bold and venturous, and more full of hazard 
chan uſe. He hoiſethfaile 1n a tempeſt, and faith, neyer any ofhis Anceſtors were 
| drowned : hegoes into an infected houſe,and fajes,the plague daresnot ſeize on no- 
blebloud: herunson high bartlements,gallops downe {teepe hills, rides over nxtrow 
bridges, walkeson weak Ice, and never thinks, What if T fall 2 bur, Whar if I runne 
oyer and fall not? He 18a confident Alchymilſt, and braggeth, that the wombe of his 
Furnace bath conceived a burthen that will do all the world good : which yethe de- 
fires ſecretly borne, for feare of his owne bondage : in the meane time, his Glaſſe 
breakes; yet he upon better luting lates wagers of the ſucceſſe, and promiſeth wed ges 
before hand to his friend. He ſaith,I will ſinne,and be forry.and eſcape ; either God 
will not ſec,or not be angry,or not puniſh it;or remit the meaſire. If Idoe well, he is 
jaſt to reward; if ill, he is mercifull roforgive. Thus his praiſes wrong God no [eſſe than 
his ofence;and hurt himſelfe no lefle than they wrong God. Any patterne is enough 
ro encourage him : ſhew him the way where any foot hath trod, he dare follow, al- 
though he ſcenoſtepsrerurning ; what if a thouſand have attempted, and miſcarried; 
ifbut one have preyailed,it ſufhceth. He ſuggefts to himſelfe falſe hopes of never too 
| late ; asif he could commandeither Time or repentance 2 and dare defere the ex- 
peRation of mercy, till betwixt the bridge and the water. Give him but where to ſer 
his foot, and he will remove the earth. He fore-knowes the mutations of Stares,the 
events of warre, the temper of the ſeaſons ; either his old prophecy rels it him, or 
his ſtarres.Yea, he isno ſtranger tothe Records of Gods ſecret connſell, but he turnes 
them over,and copies them outat pleaſure, Iknow not whether in all his enterpriſes 
he ſkeiv leſſe feare,or wiſdome:no man promiſes himſelf more,no man more beleeves 
himſelfe. Twill gce and ſell, and returne and putchaſe, and ſpend and leave wy ſonnes ſuch 
| fates ; all which if it ſucceed; he thanks himſelfe ; if not, he blames not himſeife. His 
purpoſtsare meaſured,not by his ability, but his will, and his ations by his purpoſes. 
Laſtly, he is ever credalous 1n aſſent, raſh inundertaking, peremprory inreſolving, 
witlefſe in proceeding,and in his endingmilſerable ; which is never other, than either 

the laughter of the wiſe, or the pittie of fooles. 
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© Of the Diftruſtfull. 


T HE diſtruſtfull man hath his heartin his eyes, or in hjs hand; nothing is ſire 
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to him but what he ſees, what he handles. He is cithervery ſimple, or very 
falſe ; and therefore beleeves not others, becauſe he knows how little himſelf 
!s worthy of beleefe. In ſpirituall things, either Gad muſtleave a pawne with him, 
or ſecke ſome other Creditor. All abſent thingsand unuſuall, have no ether but a 
conditional! entertainment : they are {trange,if true. Ifhe ſee rwo neighbours whit- 
per in hispreſence, he bids them ſpeake our, and charges them to ſay no more than 
they can juſtifie, When hee hath committed a meſſage to his ſervant, he ſends a ſe- 
cond atter him,ta liſten how it is delivered. Heis his owne Secretary,and of his owne 
counſel, for what he hath, for what he purpoſeth : and when he tells over hisbags, 
looks thorow the key=hole,to ſee if he have atty hidden witneſſe,and askes aloud who 
zs there 2 when no man heares him. He borrowes money when he needs not; for feate 
| leſt others ſhould borrow of him. He iseyer timorous, and cowardly ; andaskes every 
mans errand at the doore, erehe opens. After his fir{t {ſeepe, he ſtarts up. and askes 
if the furcheſt gate were barred, and our of a fearefull fryeat callsup his _ 
an 
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The Diſtruſifull. TheeAmbitiou. UL 1s. 11, | | 
and bolts the doore after him ; and then ſtudies whether it vere better to lie ſtill and N 
beleeve,or riſeand ſee.Neither is his heart fuller of feares,than his head full of {trange 

\ projects,and farre-ferchtconſtruſtions:What meanes the ſtate,thinke you, inſuchan 
ation, and whither tends this courſe ? Learne of me(if you know nor : )the wayesof 
deepe policies are ſecret, and full ofunknowne windings 3 thats theiract, this will 
he their iſſue : ſocaſting beyond the Moone, he makes wile andyuſt proceedings ſaſ- 
pected. In all his preditions and imaginations, he everlights upon the worſt ; not 
what is moſt likely will fall our, but what is moſt ill. There 15 nothing that he takes 
not with the left hand:no text which his glofſe cormptsnot. Words, oathes, parch- 
ments, ſeales, are but broken Reeds; theſe ſhall never deceive him; he loves no pay- 
ments but reall. If but one in an age haye miſcarried by arare caſualtie,he miſdoubrs 
the ſame event. Ifbuta Tile falne from an high roofe, have brained a paſſenger, orthe 
breaking of a Coach-wheele have endangered the burden, he ſiweares he will keepe 
home, or take him to his horſe. Hedares not come to Church, for feare of the croud; 
not ſparethe Sabbaths labour, for feare ofthe want z not come neer the Parliament 
houſe, becauſe it ſhould haye been blowne up. What might haye been, affects him as 
much as what will be. Argue, yow,proteſt,ſweare ; he heares thee,and beleeves him- 
ſeIfe. He is a Scepticke, and dare hardly give credit to his ſenſes, which he hath often 
arraignedoffalſe intelligence. He ſolives,as ifhe thought all the world were theeves, 
and were not ſure whether himſelfe were one. He js uncharitable in his cenfares,un- 
quiet in his feares;bad enoughalwaies, but in his owne opintonmuch worſerhan hes, 
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_ Of the eAmbitious, 
1 Mhbition is a proud covetouſneſle, a dry thirſt of honour, the longing diſeaſe 


of reaſon, an aſpiring and gallant madneſſe. The ambirious climbes up high- 
aud perillous ſtaires, and never cares how to come downe; the deſire of riſing 
hath ſwallowedup his feare of afall. Having once cleaved(like a burre)to ſome great 
mans coat, he reſolves notto be {haken off withany ſmall indignities, and finding his 
hold thorowly faſt, caſts how to inſinuate yerneerer z and therefore he is bufic and 
 (ervilein his endeyours to please,andall his officious refpe&s turne home to himſelf. 
He can beat once aſlaye to command,an Intelligencer to informe,a Paraſite toſooth 
| and flatter, a Champion to defend, an Executioner to revenge any thing for an ad- 
vantage of favour. Hee hath projeQed a plot to rife, and woe be to thefriend thar 
ſtands in his way. He till haunteth the Court, and his unquier ſpirit haunteth him : 
which having fetchthimfrom the ſecure peace of his Country-reſt,ſers him new and 
impoſſible taskes, and after many diſappointments, incourages him to try the ſame 
ſea in ſpight of his ſhipwracks, and promiles berter ſaccefſe. A ſmall hope gives him 
heart againſt great difficulties, and drawes on new expence,new ſervilitie;perſwad- 
ing him(like fooliſh boies)to ſhoot away aſecond ſhaft, that he may find the firſt.He 
yeeldeth,and now ſecure of the ifſue,applauds himſelfe in that honour. which he {till 
affeteth,ſtill miſſeth ; and for the laſt ofall trialls, will rather bribe for a troubleſome 
preferment,than returne voidofa title. But now when he finds hinaſelfe deſperately 
croſſed,andat once ſpoiledboth ofadyancement and hope, both of fruition andpoſſi- 
bility, all his deſireis turned into rage, his thirſt is now only of revenge ; his tongue 
ſounds ofnothing but detraction and ſlander;:Now the place he ſoughtfor, is baſe,his 
rivallunworthy,his adverſary injurious,officers corrupt, Caurt infetious : and how 
wellis he that may be his owne man,his owne maſter;thatmay live ſafely in a meane 
; diitance,at pleaſure, free fromſtarving, free from burning? Butifhis defgones ſpeed | 
| well; erehe be warme in that ſeat, his mind is poſſefſed ofan higher. Wharhe hathis 
| but a degree to what he would haye:now heſcorneth wharhe former! y aſpiredto; hs 
 {uccefie doth not give him ſo much contentment as provocation:neither can he beat | 
reſt,{olongashe hathone, either to over-look,or tomatch,or toemulare him. When 
his Conntry-friend comes to viſite him, hee carries him up to the awfull preſence ; 


a... —_ —_— ———— 
W—_— - wourr” 


——_— - 
0 0 ——_ 


% 


th 


———_— 


I HAR. Of the Untbrife. 


and now in his fight crowding neerer to the Chai os ax on = | 


A deſires to be ſpoken to by the greateſt, and ſtudies kow co offer an occaſion, leſt he 
ſhould ſeeme unknowne, unregarded; and ifany geſture of the leaſt grace fall haply 
upon him, he lookes backe upon his friend, leſt heſhould careleſly ler ic paſſe, with- 
outa note : and what he wanteth in ſenſe, he ſuppliesin Hiſtory. His diſpoſition is 
never but ſhamefully unthankfull:for unleſſe he have all, he hath nothing. Ic muſt be 
E largedraught, wh ereof he will not ſay, that thoſe few drops doe n ake, bur in- 
| Aarhe him : fo ſtill hee thinks himſelfe the worſe for ſmall fayours. His wit ſo can. 
| trives the tkely plots of his promotion, as if he would ſteale iraway withourCods 
| knowledge, beſides his will : neither doth he ever looke up, and conſult in his fore- 
caſts, with the ſapreme Moderator of all things, as one that thinks honour isruted 
by Fortune, and that heaven medleth not with che diſpoſing of theſe earthly lors: 
and therefore it is juſt with that wiſe God to defear his faireſt hopes, and to bring 
him roa lofſe 1n the hotrelt of his chace ; and tocauſe honour oflic away ſo much 
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che faſter, by how much it is more eagarly purſued, Finally, he is an importunate - 

ter, a corrupt client, aviolentundertaker, a ſmooth Faftor, bur anruly, areſtlefſe 

maſter of his owne; a Bladder pufc up with the windofhope, and ſelfe-loye, He is 

in the common body,a5aMole inthe earth,ever unquietly caſting; andin one word. 
isnoching buta confuſed heape of envy, pride, covetouſneſſe. 
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Of the Untbrift. 
=+ ranges beyond his pale, and lives without compaſſe, His expence ks 


meaſured,not by abilitie, bur will. His pleafures are immoderate,and nor ho- 
'#-neſt. A wanton eye, a lickoriſh rongue, a gameſome hand have impove- 
riſht him. The vulgar fort call him bouncifull, andapplaudhim while he pends,and 
recompence kim with wiſhes when hegives,wich pitie when he wanrs.Nacher can ir 
be deniedthat he raughr true hberality, but overwent ic. No man could have lived 
| more laudably, ifwhen he was at the beſt,he had ſtayed there. While he is preſenc, 
none of the wealthier gueſts may pay oughr co theſhor, without much yehemency, 
without danger of unkindnefſe. Uſe hath made it unpleaſant ro him, nor co ſpend. 
Hee t9 inal] things more ambitious of the title of good fellowſhip, than of wiſdome. 
When he looks into the wealthy cheſt of his Father, his conceit ſuggeſts that i 
cannot be emptied z.and while he takes our ſome deale every day, he perceives noc 
any diminution 3 and when phe heape is ſenſibly abated, yer ſtill flatters himſelfe , 
with enough. One hand couzens the orher, and the belly deceives both : he doch 
not ſo much beſtow benefits, -as ſcatter,cher. True merit doth not carry chem, bue 
ſmoothnefſe of adulation. His ſenſes are too much his guides, and his purveyors 
and appetite is his ſteward. . He is an imporent ſervant to his luſts q and knowes nor 
to governe either his mind or his. purſe.. Improvidence 1s ever the companion of 
unthrifrinefſe ; This man cannot looke beyond the preſent, and neither thinks nor 
cares what ſhall bee ; much lefle ſuſpe&s what may bee : and while he laviſhes our 
his ſubſtance in ſuperfluiries, thinks he onely knowes what the. world is worth, 
and that others oyerprize it. He feeles poverty before he ſes ir, never complaines 
till he be pinched with wants ; never ſpares rill the bottome; when. it is roo late 
either to ſpend or recover. He is every mans friend fave his owne, and then wrongs 
himſelfe moſt, when he courteth himſelfe with moſt kindneſfſe. He vies Time with 
the ſlothfull, and it is an hard match, whether chaſes away.good houres to worſe 
purpoſe ; the one by doing nothing, or the other by idle paſtime. Hee hath ſo di- 
lared him ſelfe with the beames of proſperitic, that he lics open to all dangers, and 
cannot gather up himſelfe, on juſt warning, to avoid a miſcheife. Hee were good 
for an Almner, ill for a Steward.: Finally, hee is the living rombe ofhis fore-fathere, 
of his poſterity ; and when he hath ſivallowed both, is more empty than before hee 
devoured them. | SF 
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wF fecds on others evils,atd hath no diſeaſe but his nezghbonrs welfare: whar. 
ſoever God doe for him, he cannotbe happy withcompany ; andit he were 
pur to chuſe, whether he would rather have equals in 2 common felicitie, or 
ſuperiours in miſery, hee would demurre upoh the eleftion. His eye caſts ont too 
much,endnever rerornes home,bur ro make compariſons with anothers gccd. He js 
an ill prizer of forraine commoditie;worſe of his owne;tor,that he rates to0 high, this 
umder value. You ſhall have him eyer inquiring'into the eftates of his equals and ber- 
| ters; whereinhe isnot more defirousto heare all,than loth to heare any thing over- 
| good: and if juſt rePort relate oughr better than he would, herecoubles whe queſtion, |} 
25 being hard to beleeye what he hkesnort ; and hopes y et,if chat be ayerred agaire ro! 
| his griefe, that thereis ſomewhat concealedin the relarion,whichit it were knowne, | 
| would argue the commended partie miſerable, and blemiſh him with ſecret ſhawe. 
He is ready to quarrell with God, becauſe the next field js fairer growne;and angerly 
| calculates his coſt, and time, and tillage. Whom he dares not openly backbjte, nor 
wound with a direCt cenſire;he ſtrikes ſmoothly with an over-cold praiſe; ard when 
| he ſees that he muſt either maliciouſly oppugne the Juſt praiſe ofanother, ( which 
| were unſafe)or approve it by aſſent, he yeeldeth; but ſhewes withall that his meanes 
{ were ſuch, both by nature and cducation, that he could nor, without mech neglett, 
be lefſe commendable:ſo his happineſſe ſhall be made the colour of detraCtion. When 
an wholeſome law is propounded,he croffeth it,cither by open, or cloſe oppoſition; 
not for any incommodity or inexpedience,butbecauſeit proceeded from any mouth 
beſides his owne. And it muſt be a cauſe rarely plauſible, that will not admir ſame 
probable contradiftion, When his equall ſhoul riſe to honour, he ſtrives againſt it 
unſeene ; and rather with much coſt ſaborneth grear adyerſaries; and when he ſees 
| his reſiſtance vatne,he can giye an hollow gratulation in preſence;burin ſecret,diſpa- 
| rages thar advancement;either the man is unfit forthe place, or the place for the man: 
| orif fit, yet lefſe gainfull, or more common than opinion: whereto he addes, that 
| himſelfe might have had the ſame'dignitie upon better termes, andrefiiſed ir. He is 
| wittie in deyiſing ſuggeſtions, to bring his Rivall out of love, into faſpition. If hebe 
| curteous, he 15 ſeditiouſſy popular ; if bountifull, he bindes over his clients to a fai- 
on; if fucceſſefull in warre,he is dangerous in peace;1it wealthy, he layes up for a day; 
if powerfull, nothing wants but opportunity of rebellion. Rigfubmiſfon is a:biti- 
ous hypocrifie;his religion, politike mf:nuarion ; no aCtion1s fafe from a jealous con- 
ſtruFion. When he receives a good report of him whom he enmlares, he faith, Fame 
3s partial, aud is wout to blawch miſchesfes ;, and pleaſeth himſelfe with hope tofindeit 
worſe ; and if Il-will haye diſperſed any more ſpightfull narration, he Jaies hold on 
that, againſt all witnefles, and brocheth thar mour for trueſt, hecauſe worſt: and 
whenhe ſces him perfetly miſerable, he can ar once pittie hip, and rejoyce. What 
himſelfe cannot doe,others ſhall not :he hath gained well, ifhe have hindred the ſixc- 
ceſſe of what he would have done, and couldnor. He conceales his beſt $kill, norſo 
as it may not be knowne that he knowes it, but ſoas it may nor be learned : becauſe 
| he would have the world mifſe him, He arrained to a foveraigne medicine, by the 
ſecret Legacy of a dying Empericke, whereof he will leayeno heire, leſt the praiſe 
| ſhonld be divided. Finally, he is an enemiie to Gods farours, if they fall befide bim- 

| Ffelfe;thebeſtmurſeofill Fame;a man of the worſt dier;for he conſumes him- 

ſelfe;and dehghes in pining za thorne-hedge covered withnertles: 
a peeviſh Interprerer of good things, and no other * 
then a leane and pale carcaſe quickened 
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of his Proverbs and Eccleſraſtes. 
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With an open and plaine Parapbraſe upon the 


2. COMMONWEALTH. 
FAMILIE. 
DRAWNE INTO METHOD, OVT 


.OECONOe<M 1C 
THAT IS, THE GOVERNMENT 


Is ET HICKS. 
2. POLITICKS. 


3 
Þ 


pl 


OO Io OOO oe 


An + —— ye WI DS os ww + 


a, a 


TR IS re Eran” IEISET mT 


— © 9 anne none 


- x « i ft -y "IA , r : * : wo | k _ qa PN - ” ain. 
GI Oe, WTR oe IT AE OED CWC EIA. ne inn aaes 


P's 3 te - 
war aero Ws aa __ 7, => _ 


4 wee But 


THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABEE 
AND HOPEFVLL LORD. 

RoBzxrgr, EARLE OF ESSEX, 


my ſingular good Lord, all increaſe 
of Grace and tras Honour: 


AIGHT HONOFRABLE, 
2 53*A Huleſt I deſired to congratnlate your bappy re- 
| turne with ſome worthy preſent , [ fell upon | 
| #bu : which [ dare not onely offer, but com- 


red, either in<Art, or application, or ſenſe, or diſorder, or defett : 
yet not wilfully, F have meant it well, and faithfully to the Church 
of God, and toyomr Honour, wone of her great bopes. Ff any man 
ſhall cavill, that F have gone about to corre Salomons order, or 
to controule E:zekias ſervants : F complaine buth of bu charity, 
and wiſdome ; and appeale to more lawfull judgement. Let him as 
nell [qy, that every ( oncordance perverts the T ext- F bave onely 
endeyoured to be the common place-booke of that great King, and 
to referre bus Dryine rules to their beads, for more eaſe of finding, | 
2 for | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicartorie. 


for better memory, for readier uſe. See bow that God, whoſe niſ- 
dome thongbt good to bereave mankind of Salomons profound 
(Commentaries of Nature, bath reſerved theſe bu Drvine Mo. 
rals, roout-live the world, as knowing, that thoſe weuld but feed 
mans curioſity, theſe yould beth dirett by life, and judgeit. He. 
hath not done this without expeftation of our good, and glory 
himſelfe : which if wee anſwer,the gaine 1 ours. I know bow little 
need chere ts,eitber 10 entreat your Loraſhips acceptation, or to ad.- 
viſe your uſe. It i enough to have humbly preſented them to you 
bands ,and throughthem to the ( burch: the defire of whoſe good i 
my go0d,yea,my recompence and glory.'T be ſame God, whoſe hand 
bath led aud returned you in ſafety, from all forraine evils, guide 
your wayes at bome, and graciouſly increaſe you in the ground of 
all true honour,Gocdneſſe. My pragers ſhall ev.r follow you : 


— —  ——____ 
———. 


Who vow my ſelfc your Honours 
in all humble and rue duty, 


Tos. Harsx. 


3 _ 


q RR 
ee ee LO hone —_R * ay <A -- —_—_ on fangs _ — _ er woos £- —— n_——o_— Pg — - = ME 3A | 
—” as w w : « he — ba _ _—_—_— = 4 ® Dons Lee 4 oy Cat Seeds” C—m—_——  — 7 
' ” i - "I" , _ s Ap. my a ahrs 
. . b i _ > al ba ESD 
Scart Ht oi, Wow Pao EA noe ay aA 4 oa, a -»% + = Dp ha Sue peer docs as > mend, as *% ©. L £45 x "is * av Tos BL 
_ —_ = we "ob ” >. 6 


2” SEE< at's Woe: $3 


pigeon, $9 2% — er eipe Dane: ———_—_—— nm” bo er 
eee -_. a —_ ; 
” 


uu oo nan CD IX _ yn on,” EIS 
| *% Fe, WORN Bad 
WELD : F ++ KS om Tc. HL A ww : : 
-—— - 5 - - F T m_— 2 —— — ores s a , hy - 4 l hd N == C ; Ge ; _ : : Ws 2 Py - . 
_ = ate me fc eg colt” Bn WELe SS, PS > _ i . ke : s « ee I 
_ < - AX n - by - km - A = og. ” __ SI ETD X === Wetter SED<ID Da ela was ao MN bo, 
—SES 4 Pay: ik - PLOTS —_— l * - Z _— ” - » - on ; DS e's - SES — goo 5 0 Gb S - 
_— SIR EEeFan a; ae ME i, F £5 þ : : | - Rd DIST THERE 
$—werw—wng—ncrimencan — mr ! % = phos G , . f by $ AE . < PPS x5 
- is a « your Os 0th eG _ » %% , mY C ; 4 , hn tes % ” ”» F « 4 aw" (6. 46 Athy - 2s f.* . . FS me A Sat... « : . 
F - o " - - 4 b ? * » _—_ A. : -. _ . ſs . . 
T 4 Ip "3 — rs \ 
—_ - Cn. <2 —Y 
ED - - 
JE7S «Y 


| 


——_— 


2 


, 


- 


SENNTESSNCL 
ZFORTITUDE. 


— 


Of PRuDENCE 


\ 


1, Of FeLICiTIE, 
4. Of 


I 


eſ 
| 
4 
C 


&1;. Of IusTicE, 


, 


SAL OMONS 


Th 
© Imprinted at Loxnwon, 1634. 


E1 HICKS, 
OR 
MORALS 

IN. FOVRE BOOKES 


CC 


7 


- 


wa 


- 


— 
0-044 + a <G———_—_— 


Py » @ 


—_— 
£ - 


o e * 
i P* SE 


! 
| 
| 
' 
|} 
| 
| 
| 


- _ ys VV AAA + wo 


—_— TT — —————— 
= om: i "Pw 4 i 
So 2 ©T > Degnr Os TEL 4x "ILL ; 6 
—— oo . ” Ny "x; 20. = w_— ” * 
— td —e_o—_— O—_—  —_—_— OR 2 Gp 


PI TW III x dd 


- 
bs - — = = © - 
—_ 


9 o 7 4 5 
s | FRNS ov — -_—_ —_—— - 
- . = FT - : 5 th ohne : - I A == ” 
. i _ ” 4 
- - 
Y « , . - 
* - ">. 4 je m__— 4 - a—_ « wat —*D 
- — «WI - — — _— _ " — _— - 
- Ka CO —— > 
-_ — —— —— -————- - - * py - a _ - _ 


RE 4x 
J__ 
ES 8-1 


.. Py a 
- pu _ 
bd . 
FEE 


a . OTIS . ; a i 
Fe £ 4 » be Lat Br rn ho a Gets. eendget tr He. ev Game ti 4 + 
6 fo RE ES RISE? L—_ Hes ANRCCIE 5 FEET” 
gd x, rang = mp > 
— rp 
ta EE 
£ Po + ? > 2g 7 


— 


_—_— — — —  —  ——— —__ 


- _ » > 5 ” 
bo TEE 5m» a; -*L — ca 07 ny rw —_ 
#£  * _ —--: Se". a, "oe , bf. 
EP a. 5 p * «& —_— _ U— —_— 
Cl 2- * ; _—_ a _—— — 
- ep » b 
 _- _— » f-» hs — 

—tebacts OP Ln 
\ 
j 


mage 
Se” 
- ++" 
EIS 
& pe 
- , 


i. 6 


_ 
_- 


ps - > . p 
ke oe i Ling flatbed $4 Is 


” = Ws — 4 Fn  F'Y PIN. 
— : —_—_ <2» he - re 29" we S P——-— r_ * - a 
__— — — * I o _— + "4 2 we " 4 AIRY ek - — ; - i ==: ©. A 
CO IIS. i, © OE: MER "CRC —_—- : ct = > 
_ by - I + < 
Cr IS 
* 
- ® P 


- 
pe th þ fot tte be PRES y of 
"2, *- 2s - a neon re gn Paanr, b 


Ce 0 Crs arte 


PR p_ 
- 


{ 


GOVERNMENT or 


Behaviour and» Manners. 


k "n 

b . 
o : 
-% 

Fad 


" $ » 6 F . =-4 - - 
E P —_— - of - - | 4 # - Sg 
Q _ F pn p X , : p y \ . ; 
J 8: 5... a - * , , . o = - . o - ws C . F 
L - + » 
x . ! 3 4» x y 
# 4 T 7 F- of : + .Þ , y 4 x ® * = ; 
; - 3-Y - 4 * - Z * \ P - m 0 .- # » k - ; ».# f $ » I - = - w of F — vs 3 I b, 
_ *% Sd * - ; 
f & ; ' « G- % « > ; ; 
. *, 'z ” - f * " = L by 4 r : 5 b » > 5 q . + » J a 4 , 4 5 A 4 
&». et % » % © ? þ . 


; in PS: at. FY ——_———C__ TC}. 
"Hp — —_———_— 
q o - s - , 1 P V 


. 
? HF 
. 
pr - 
+ 4 
x 
_- 


a 
| 97 Bb 
— "2 _-& 


g "E all 44 py 
- = -- PR” © + " 4%. a & o 
M0 2 ; 
2». be A 9 _ _ __ l & - et. —__——_—_—__—_ _ _ 
EE OE LS wg; 
» 
o Y Y » 


4X +. .& Wk. os - F 
os 4 oe : 
Y Wee At" 7/ Os 0? o yon. - 
Py -- + a = . 24 ag fo A Fu 
ay £2. MG TL CAE Miter br +6 
Y om 


_ => > La; a FS 41 s 
*.” *” - Ws WEEI_ >. SELL | = | OH. 4 A | >, 
: TY 4 
_— 
* . - L] { *. 4 ; 
9% it. i . þ OY of 4 , _ "Ro ET Mi ,74 0 : - 
5 <2 + f | ; : - . ; 4 
#-#& &þ #.. 4 ©. . . , - # a * o gu % , 
[ 4 F - 4 [4 
, , . , = 4 . x # - , P [1 
- o i ſ . fk ul s 4$ "- . ? £ Cy A ; 
F F ; {| j ' $ Y - 3 # i 3 . P P - P | £5 i] ; & % LY i. . = = F : 
? 4 Fas ; 1 } [ NN 
T 4 x ”, 4 x '2 4 Ul y EF Y f x ; *} ' Fi F{ ? P ; . 
F 3 ” an ——————_ —_ _ | n « __ P1 Sd -* - WP Wb 4 ME - 4 1 Fi #..2 I. 


- a 
1 - 
ther” 2 : 4 7-3 V the 6 
+ 4 e » m—_— - - I 
; EL 4 8 
Ss «a Bs 4 F 
\FY » o . 
E EE 
Bobs 4 


. <= 


E C3"; 
i 


. N I 
. L © 4 þ F EE « 5 
*. d & > # 4 ; [ i. mf vv w#-t 4 , FP S -/ 
Th de Dios 
iJE , 4 0 , 
p : 3 W- 
: 83-153 p : s # k 


pe #® , ” ; Bo 
4 "= ; : - 5 z 
! SY : FA : , \ . - #. * - , 4 
. . . ; 
$4 . ; E255 MT Pe git | , 
| f ; 'Y | \P / t tit tC); 
LR g | E 1 ; 
z O i . =Y by . 
L ; py CI k thi o ET'Y TE - "us. : Toth > / P - 
t - P . # F 
. of C 


. 
. 
. 


TP. » 4 bi 
. F EH F5H 1 7 ' $Y LESSY 4 


{in common. Tiegboſheedwhtch ; 


» 

- Py 

þ FEEL } 4 #F i FE ” 6 s -4 , 7 hy 
þ4 : / ' 4 þ4 $ q 6 


F 


SUTHICKS ics DoGrige of wildlome and knowledgeto ivemel andoftthe | Ecxur 
8 madneffe and fooliſhnelle ef 2xce : 97 inftruttion todoe wiſely by juſtice, | £77 _. 
ba. and judgement,and equiry,and rodoegoodinour life. The end whereof is, | Prr.z.- + 


— mas Oſce ard attatee that chlefegoodneſſe of the childrenofmen,whichthey | E<3-12- 
cmoy under the Sunne, the whole number of the dayes of their life, a 


. F 7, * 
0 ety 
; ? & « 4 
E * 


| Not in pleaſure, 


$ 2. Wherein. 
Felicity is not. | 


"I. NoſeticfaHos. 
| | Iscreaſed expence. 
Not 34 wealth 7 | 3. Reftheſweſſe. © 
1 forbereis is | 4. Want of fruition. 
5. Vacertainty. 
C6 Necifuity of leaving it. 


7 p "Hich C onſits not in pleaſure . for I Gid in'my heart, Goc tonoaw, 1 w__ Ec.2.1. 
Ny each JOY, wad iy take thou pleaſure in pleafanethings; © 
_ Fea, Lwith-drew nat my heart from any joy: for my heart rejoyced in g 
all my labour : and who could eat,andwhocoul haſte dr CL 
[ Io) a7 LACEY. ro OUtwWa x Ec.2z. 25+ 
1? andbehold,chisalſo is vanity. ons RR EE —w—_ _ keae 


Not 33 riches. 1. For hee thatloyeth ſilver, hallnotbe(; atisfied with flyer, Fey hee | Ec.5 9: 


c 


"YL Meeth riches,ſhall bewichout the fruitofthem: this alſois vanity. THERSSS | 
Drs on riches increaſe, they are increaſedthateatthem: and what good corn- - Wy 
orne owners thereof, but the beholding thereof with their eyes yea much evil, 
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Salomons Etbicks, | 


* L T8 


—_ 
| — 
-— - - —  o—oortr een oe ere ene Eo en. 


for wheregs the ſleepe of him rhat trayellerh is ſweet, whether he ear little or my 


 p——y 


conrari h,T he ſatiety of the rich willnot ſufter h:m ro ſleepe;ſothereisan evill ſick- f | 
nefle,which I have ſcene under the Sunne, riches referycd tothe owners thereof, for | 
their evill, and ofter, not for their good for there is another evill, which I have ſcene | 
| under the Sunne,and it is frequenr.among men; A man to whom God hath given ri- | 
ches, andtreaſures, and honour, and he wanteth nothing for his ſoule, ofgll jt defi | 
reth:bu God giveth him not power to cat thereof z aud if he have that; yet hots lows 2 | 
Riches z2-43me not alwayes,but taketh her to herwings as ant Eagle,and flieth ro the 

heavens: .»d for their owner. ks heeame forth oFhismorhersbelly, hoſhall returne | 
Ee.y.15- Tnaked,to goe as he came,and ſhall beare away nothing of his labour, which he cauſed 

ro paſſe by his hand : And this wires evill (icknefſc, that in ql peings as he came, fo | 


[ſhall he goe : and what profit hath hat he hahrypvel dfborhewind > 


- 
Bee fs 


ye Zo _ = $4 F F , | 
. | > E : # þÞ ww... W 
ind - —Þ anting, . A 
(101: forthe grrones. (| aL 
Building, (7c 


Fenn. 0: is honour and magnificenceI thePreacherhave depeRnng over Iſrael in Je-| 
[as N rufalem,and I was great,andiincreaſct] 4bovye all chat were beforeme In Jeru- | 
| Ecag | ks V falem,whichalſo Iſheved ineffed; for I made me greatworkes,Tbwiltme hou-| | 
ped \ ſes, I planted me Vineyards, I mademe Gardens, and Orchards, andplanted in them |C} 
| Trees ofall fruits ; I made me pondsof warers*to water therewith the woods that || 
grow with trees;I got men ſervants,and maidz,and had children borne in the houſe; | 
alſo I had great poſſeſſions of beeves,and ſheepe,above all that were before me in Je-| | 
ruſalem ; I gathered to me alfofilyer andgold, and the chiefe treaſures of Kings and| i] 
Provinces;I provided Men-fingers,and Women-finpers;andthe delighrs ofthe ſons 
Can.3.9- of men, muſicall conſorts of all kinds. Yea;-I King Selozmow made my £ Ife a Palace of 
Can.3-10: the trees of Lebanon ; I made the pillars thereof of ſilver, and che pavement thereof | 
of gold;the hangings thereofof purple, whoſe mids was paved with the loye of the | 
. - | danghtersof Iſfael:ThenT looked on all my works that my hands had wr ought, (as 
Ec.-rr, | | who isthe manthat will compare with the \King in Gor tvs meti now have 
Ec.2-1S,. - | done?Jandon the travell thar I laboured to doe;and behold, all is vanity,and vexati- 
Ecz411 | | onofpirit;and thereisno profit underthe Sunne. Ol Fo I EINE TM 


Ec.3.6e 
'Ec2.7+ 


Ee.3.3, 


"certaine end, 


$ 4. Long life and. unptrfeft ſuicfallien, 
iſuc rejected, for]- LS 


| remembrance and continuance 


7 | h of darknefſe, 


| Ot is long life, and plemtconsiſſne : for If a man beget an hundred children, and 
N live many yeares,and the dayes of his yeares be multiplyed,and his ſoule bee, 


notfarisfied with good things, and he be not buried, I ſay, that an untimely 
fruit is berter than he. For he commeth into vanity,and goeth into darknefſe,and his 
name ſhall be covered with darknefſe: Alſo,he hath nor ſeene the Sunne, nor known 
j1t: therefore this hath more reſt than the other: And ifhe had lived a thouſand yeares 
twice told, and had ſeene no good; ſhall not all goe roone place ? and howſoever, the 
light ſurely 1s a pleaſant thing,and it is good for the eyes to ſee the Sun ; yet though 
a man [ive many yeares,and in them all he rejoyce; if he ſhall remember the dayes of 
darknefle, becauſe rhey are many,andall chat commeth,is Vanity. 
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$ 5. Know- 


—_— th RAE EE > Ee, 


YE 


Wis E 


Felicttie. 


A 


Though better thay fol ; 
S. 5. Knowhage experience, 
et rejeFed, npon< indifferency of events, 

imper fed 01. 


Ot in learn3ng, and humane kgowledge. I have given my heart to ſearch and find 
N= wiſdome1n all things that are done under the heayen, (this ſore travell 
hath God given the ſonnes of men to humble them thereby )g:a,T thought in 
mine heart and faid,Behold,I haye amplifiedand increaſed wifdome, above all them 


hath ſeene much wiſdome and knowledge : for when Twas at the wildeſ?) my wiſdome 
remained withme : Then I ſaw indeed, that thereis profit in wiſdome more thanin 
folly,as the light is more excellent than darknefſe : For the wiſe-mans eyes are in his 
head,but the foole walketh in darkneffe:bur yer, I know that the ſame condition fal- 
leth to them all. Then I thought in mine hearr, Irbefalleth ro me asithefallethto the 
foole:why therefore do I labour tobe mote wiſe?For what hath the wjſe-man more 
than the foole? There ſhall be no remembrance of the wiſe,nor of the foole for ever: 
for that that now is,in the the daies to come ſhalbe forgotten:& how dierhthe wiſe- 
man ? as doth the foole : Beſides the imperfection of the beſt kyowledee ; for the eye 1s not 
fatisfied with ſeeing,nor the eare filled with hearing: I thought I would be wiſe, bur 
it wentfarre from me it is farre off, whar may it be? and it 15a profound deepnefle, 
who can find it? yea, ſo farre 3s it from giving contentment, that in the multitude of wiſ- 
dome is much griefe,and he that increaſeth knowledge,increaferh ſorrow. 

 Luſth,not in any bunane thing : for I have confideredallthe works that are done un- 


der the Sunne:and behold,all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 


Life; 
6 6. Whereas Pelicity ts, | 
I. In approving owr ſelvete . 
10 God. From hence Toy, 

| Bleſſing, Preſervation, 
| Pro ſperity. 
(L078 life, &c. 


Hereis then doth it conſift Let us heare the end af all, Feare God, and 


| 


heart. Proſperity and wealth 2 The houſe of the righteous ſhall have much treaſure, 


keep hisCommandements;for this is the whole of Man,the whole duty, 
the whole ſcope,the whole happizeſſe ; for Life is in the way of righteouſ- 
nefle, and in that path there 1s no death; and attending thereon, all Bleflings are upon 
the head of the righteous. Woxldſt thou have favour £ A good man getteth favour of 
the Lord. ? The righteous ſhall ſing and rejoyce; azd ſurely to a man that is good 
in his ſight, God giveth wiſdome & knowledge and joy; ſo that the light of the righ- 


reous rejoyceth, but the candle of the wicked ſhall be put our. Preſervation ard del;- | 


verance 2 Loe, the righteous is an everlaſting foundation; for the way ofthe Lord is 
{trength to the upright man, ſo as the righteous ſhall never be removed:;azd if he be is 
trouble;Riches availe not in the day of wrath, bur righteouſnes delivereth from death 
ſo the righteous ſhall come our of adverſity, and eſcape out of trouble, and the wic- 
ked ſhall come in his ſtead ;, thas every way Righteouſneſſe preſeryeth the upright 


and his tabernacle ſhall louriſh.Lozg life? The feare of the Lord increaſeth the daies; 
and not only him{el/e, but his houſe ſhall ſtand. And though afinner doe evil! an hun- 
dred times.and God prolong his dayes, yet know I that it ſhall be well ro them that 
feare the Lord, and doe reverence before him. 4nd laſtly, what ſoever good? God will 
grant the deſire of the righrteous,and he that keepeth the Law.,is blefled. 


Te a0; 


chat have beene before mee, in the Cort and Yniverſity of Jeruſalem, and mine heart | 
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jr good 


things are 
$. 7. In the| accurſea, 
eftateof < 


wickeaneſſe, 


Prayers, 
Devotions, B- 
Sacrifices, 


Loſpe, | 

© Afiidlton, 
Paine,< Death, 
1 Damnation, 


| Evilinfl8ed, of 
|= 


Ontrarily there @ perfe# miſery in wickedneſſe. Look oz all that might ſteme good i, 

this eſtate, wealth, The treaſures of the wicked profit nothing ; the Lord will 

not famiſh the ſoule of the righteous, but he ercher caſterh away the ſubſtance. 
of the wicked, ſo that the belly of the wicked ſhall want, or elſe employerb it to the good 
of his:for the wicked ſhalbe aranſome for the juſt;and to the ſinner God giveth pain 
ro gather,and to heap,to give to him that is good before God. The wicked man may be 
rich:but how?T he revenues of the wicked 1s trouble. Life; The yeares of the wicked 
ſhall be diminiſhed : As the whirle-wind paſlerh, ſo is the wicked no more; for God 
overthroweth the wicked,and they are not.rarſoever therefore their hope be, the wic- 
ked ſhall be cur off from the earth,and the tranſgrefſors ſhall be rottedout:it ſhall not 
be well to the wicked,neither ſhall he prolong his dayes; he ſhalbe like ro a ſhadow, 
becauſe he feared not God: yea the ey houſe of the wicked ſhall be deſtroyed. Fame: 
whereas the memoriall ofthe juſt ſhall bee bleſſed, the name of the wicked ſhall rot : 
yea, looke npon his beſt endeveurs, bu Prayers, The Lord isfarre off from the wicked, 
bur heareth the prayer of the righteous : farre off from accepting. For Hee that turnerh 
away his care from hearing the Law, even hisprayer ſhall be abominable ; His ſacri- 
fice(#houeh well intended)as all thereſt of his waies,1s no bexter than abomination tothe 
Lord;how much more when he brings it with a wicked mind? 4:d as no good, ſo much 
 evill, whether of __ way of the wicked will deceivethem:their hope ſhall periſh 
eſpecially when they dye:their candle ſhallbeput out, their works ſhall prove deceit- 
full, 0r of paineyfor the Excellent that formed all things, rewardeth the foole, and the 
tranſpreflor;aud be hath appeinted,;h i. Aﬀtiichion ſhould follow fi nners: Foflow2yea over- 
zake them:his owne iniquity ſhall take the wicked himſelfe,and cover his mouth:and | 
he ſhall be holden with the cords of his owne finne : evex in the tranſpreſſion of the 
evill man is his ſnare ; ſo the wicked ſhall fall in his owne wickedneſſe ; for of ir owne 
ſe,iniquity overthroweth the ſinner: Bur beſides thr, the.curſe ofthe Lord is in the 
houſe of the wicked:though hand joyne in hand, he ſhallnot be unpuniſhed:hehold, 
the righteous ſhall be paid upon earth, how much more the wickedand the ſinner ? 
That then which the wicked man feareth,ſhall come upon him:borh, Death : Hee ſhall 


| dye for the default of inſtruQion,and that by bis owne hands: for,by following evill he 


ſeeks hisowne death ; and after that damnation; The wicked ſhall be caſt away for his 
malice:Hell and deſtruqionare before the Lord: and a man of wicked imaginations 
will he condemne:; ſo bothinlife, in death, after it nothing but Terrour ſhall bec 
for the workers of iniquity: where contrarily,Thefeare of the Lord 
leadeth to life;and he thatis filled therewith, ſhall conti- 
nue,and ſhall not be viſited with eyill. 
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6... SWhereinit confifteth. 
S. 1. Of Fertwe *Upherelyit ruled and direded. 


Ertve conſiftris the mane z viceinextremes. Let thy wayes be | Prgre. 
- orderedaright ; Turnenot to the right hand, nor to the | Pr.4 27. 
left,but remove 'thy foot from evill;The rule wheresf is Gods | pr. 13. 
Law: for the commandement isa lanterne,and inſtruction | P:.3e.5- 

2 Bohr: ; and every word of God is pure. My ſonne, hear- | $,4%% 
| ken tomy words, incline thine careto my fayings ; let | Pr.4.z2, 
| them not depart from thine eyes, but keepe them in the 

| midſt ofchine heart. For they are life unto thoſe that find 
|| them,and health untoall their fleſh. Keep my commande- | 
ments, and thou ſhalt live, and mine inſtru&ion as the ap- | Fr.z. 


ple of thine eye : Bind them upon thy fingers; and write them upon the Table of | **7 3: 
thige Heart. 


Al Vertue is either, 


& of Prudence: *WINGh, urn, 


contro Diſcretion. 


CDeſeription NEE 
6 


|5ofety , — © 
- Eood dired;on "A nu 


words. 
IF _ H080Ry. Lo 


nn Cit. ai. et 


"We p Salomons Ethicks. L 1s; Ty 


— © O— 


& a g—= He pradent man is he, whoſe cies ate 11 his head ro ee alt rhings,and to fore. ſee. | 1 
20 |  andwhoſe heart is at his f1ghr hand ro doe all dexteronſly, and with J 1dgement.) 

O_ey  Wiſdome dwels wich Prudence, and findeth torth knowledge; and counſe 
—"PIPH And to deſcribe ir; The wiſdome ofthe Prudent is to underitand his way ; his owne ; If 
Pr.3.13. thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy felfe: 4 excelent vertue, for Blefled isthe man 
+ HA char findeth wiſdome;and gerteth underſtanding : The marchanglize thereof is ber. 
Pr.3.15. ter than ſilyer; and the gaine thereof 1s better than gold : It 1s more precious than 
}-55 gout | pearles, and all the things that thou canit deſire, -are not ro be compared to her, 
Pt | Length of dayesisin her right hand; and in herleft hand riches and glory:Her waies 
Preis I4: are wayes of pleaſure, and all her paths proſperity : She isatree of lite to them that 


Pr.i$.15, lay hold on her,and bleffed 1s he that receiverh her. The fruits of it are ſingular:for firſt, 


Is. | 


Op | A wiſe heart doth vt only ſceke, but get knowledge, without which the mind is nox 
Pr1346- | good:andtheearc ofthe wile, learning: And ner ger it only, but lay it up, and or ſo only, | 
"HY but works by it : and yt moreis crownd with it. Beſides knowledge, here ſafety. When 
| Proz-1l. wilſdome entreth into thy hearr, and knowledge delighteth thy ſoule, then ſhall 
Nt counſell preſerve thee,and underſtandingſhall keep thee:arid deliver thee from the 
Pr.15-24. evill way,and from the man that ſpeaketh froward things, and from them that leave 
ogy the wayes of righteouſneſſe, to walke in the wayesof darknefle : ard as from ſinne, (| 
 Prco.n, |from judgement. The way of life is on high, the prudent to avoyd from hell beneath. 
Thirdly, good direfion, 1, For afFions:Wildome cauferh to walken the way ofrighte- 
Pr:9259, {ouſhefſe, and inthe mids of the paths of judgement. 2. For words, The heartof the 
{Pr.8.24. wiſe guideth his mouth wiſely, and addeth doctrine to his lips : Ss char the words of 
© the mouth of a wiſe man have grace : yea, hee recebves prace from others. Either in- 
Pr.z.3s-  }ſtruſtorreprovethe Prudent, and hee will underſtand knowledge. Nor ro fpeake of | 
 Pr.16.22,  wealth:ſhe cauſeth them that love her,ro inherit ſubſtance,and filleth their rreaſares: | 
| ſhe giveth not onely honour © forthe wifdome ofa man doth makehis face to ſhine, 4 
the wiſe man ſhall inherit glory ; bs life : Underſtanding is a well-ſpring of life, to 
| him thar harhit: a»d he thar findeth me(ſ-ith wiſdome)finderh life,and ſhall obtaine 
| favour of the Lord. Wherefore get wiſdome:get underſtanding:forget not,neither de- 
cline from the words of my mouth. Forfake her not,and ſhe ſhall keep thee:loye her, 
| and ſhee ſhall preſerve thee. Wiſdome is the beginning : get wiſdome rherefore, and 
| above all poſſeſſions get underſtanding : Exalt her, and ſhe ſhall exalt thee : She ſhall 
bring thee unto honour, if thou embrace her : ſhee ſhall give a goodly ornament to 
| thine head : yea, ſhe ſhall give theea Crowne of glory. En 
a7 TT Ty | <; 


| what ſhes, 
$. 3. Of Providence :< what ber objects, | 
1G. what her effefs. — : LT 


Ec.&5. Rovidence 88 that whereby the heart of the wiſe fore-knoweth the time, and| | 
Ec8S, judgement:the r1me when 1s will be,the judgement how it will be done:borth which | | 
are appounted to every purpoſe under he1yen:Nor that man can fore-ſee all future 
Ec.87. . *No.hek h har.ch TY LE ICY - , 
things : No,he knowethnot char, that ſhall-be ; For who can rellhim when it ſhall be? 
|Eccyetz not ſo much as coxcerning himſelfe, Neither doth man know his time, but as the fiſhes 
| are taken withan evil] net, and as the birds which are caughr in the ſnare : ſo are the 


| | childrenof men ſhared inthe evil time, when it falleth on them ſuddenly ; yea, 


the ſteps of amanare ruledby the Lord ; how ſhould a man then underſtand his 
owne way ? Bus ſometimes bee. may ; The prudent man ſeerh the plague afarre off, 
rag and fleeth : andas for good things, With the Piſtnire hee provideth his mear in Sum- 
Pr 30.290 | MT 5 working ftill according to fore-knowledge \, yet not 100 ſtriftly, and fearfully : for 
hn. | hee that obſeryeth the wind, ſhall not ſow ; and hee that regardeth the clouds, ſhall 
(OE TEpE: : $5 ETAL 
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|  CWhatitic. : | 
þ. 4. Of Diſcretion : ©. for onradls, 
What it worketh | 
for onr ſpeeches. 


Iſcretion is thet wherely a man 1s wile in his buſineſſes, and wherely the heartof 
I *- wiſe guideth his mouthwifely, and addeth dodrine to his lips ; For a&@3- 

ozs: T he prudent will con{1der his ſteps, 4nd wake choice of his times : for To all 
things there i5an appointc dtime;and a time'for every purpoſe under heaven; a time 
troplant, anda time to pluckup that which is planted ; atimetoſlay, and aciime to 
heale, &c. a time of warre, andatime Of peace : froz hence it is that the wiſe man is 
ſtrong, 42d rich; forby knowledge ſhall the chambers be fild with precious things, 
which he kaowes how to employ well - The crowne of the wile 15 their riches ; frombe ce, 
that hisgo-d underſtanding maketh him acceptable r» others, Por ſþcecoes, The tongue 
of the wiſe uſeth knowledge aright, az4in the lipsof him that hath underſtanding, 
wiſdome 1s found : and his words have grace, borh 1, for te ſeaſonableneſſe, A word 
ſpoken in his place, is like apples of gold with pictures of (ilyer : and how good is a 
word in duc ſeaſon! 2. for the worth of them, The lips of knowledge area precious 
jewell. laſtly,for their uſe : The lips of the wiſe ſhall preſerve them, and their tongue 
i: health, and with health, pleaſure : Faire wordsare asan honey-combe ; ſweerncfſe 
tothofoule, and health to the bones. : 
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Over-wiſe, 
Þ. 5. The ) ' Who he as * - 
extremes, \V/het RendereT, he mere fook : 
_ Fooliſh, therebe 97 he raſh foole. 


of Footes ;CThewicked foole. 
| hat ſucceſſe. 
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Ere aretwo extremes: Ontheright hand, Make nor thy felfe over-wiſe,where- 
fore ſhouldeſt thou be deſolate? Or theleft:Neirher be fooliſh;why ſhouldeli 
| thou periſh, notin thy time ? The foole, « cat man that wandreth out of th- 
way of wiſdome, which hath fone heart, char, isdeſtiture ofunderſtanding, eirhe? 
to conceive, or to doe 4s he ought : Of which ſort 1s, 1: The meere foole, That foole, who 
when he gocth by the way, his heart faileth;wholſc folly is foolithneſſe,in whoſe hand 
{there is a price in vaine to get wiſdome, which is too high for himre artainr, laſtly ir 
whom are not the lips of knowledge. 2. The raſh foole, thatis haſtie in his matters, 
that powreth out all his mind at exce : which the wile man keepes in, tillafterward; 
that haſteth with his feet, and thercfore ſinneth, There 1s more hope of the other foole Pr is 
than of him. 3. The wickedfoole, That d-ſpiſerh wiſdome and inſtrution,that maketh | ve :4 5, 
amock of ſinne;; towhom itisan abomination to depart from evill ; to whom foo-.| 13 19: 
liſhneſle isjoy ; yea, it is his paſtime to doe wickedly ; and hu prafice to ſpread abroad Me 2 
folly. 4nd thi man ts obſlinate in his courſes, forthough thou bray a f ole in a morter | Pr-13-16. 
among wheat, brayd with a peſtell, yet will not his fooliſhneſſe depart from him : and 4308 
though it ſeemeto depart, yet as a dog turncth againe to his vomit, ſoreturnes hee to —_ 
{ bis fooliſhneſſe.  Sp.rre chy Labour ther fore, ſpeake not in the eares of a foole; for hee | 
| will defpiſe the wiſedome of thy words. To theſe ſ:1th Wiſdome,O ye fooliſh, how long 
will ye love fooliſhneſle, and the ſcornefull take pleaſure 1n ſcorning, and fooles hate | Pr-1 22+ 
|knowledge? Turneyouat my corre&ion. Loe,- I wiKpowre our my minduntsyou 
and make youunderſtand my words. Becauſe I have called, and ycerefuſed ; Thave 

| + {ſtretched qutmy hand, and note would regard; but ye have deſpiſed all my counſel! | Prt-24: 

| and would none of my corredtion ; Iwill alſolaugh at yourdeſtruQtion, and mocke | p,, ,. 

| when your feare commeth, like ſidden defolation ; and your deſtruction ſhallcome | Þr.1.26. 
likeawhirle-wind ; when affliction and anguiſh ſhall come upon you. Then ſhall indo 
| they call upon me, but I willnot anſiver : they ſhall ſecke me early, bur they ſhall not | p..,,1g, 
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\PEc 30 | find me ; becauſe they hated knowledge, and did not chuſe the feare of the Lord; 
| Pr.14 13 they would noneof my counſell, bur deſpifedallmy correction; therefore ſhall they 
| Ec.7.8. cat ofthe fruitof their owne way, andbe filled withtheirowne devices: and what 3; 
bras i.” | that fraitbut ſorrow © Even in laughing their heart is ſorrowtfull ; and theendof that 
(Pr.10.3,10 | mirth is heavineſſe : and like thenoiſe of thornes under a pot, ſo( ſort end vaine) 
15 the laughter of fooles : what but flripes 2 A rod ſhall be for the back of him thar is 
OS deſtiture of underſtanding : zea, it 3s proper to him + To the Horſe belongerh a whip, 
Prax. 16. tothe Aﬀe a bridle, andarodtothe fooles backe: wherewsthnot onely himſelfe ſhall 
Pr.10.145 be beaten, but the companion of fooles ſhall be afflicted. Laſtly, what but death? 
Fooles ſhalldie for want of wit, andremaine in the congregation of the dead : 

med | geathe mouth of the foole is preſent deſtruction 0nd, The lips ofa 

foole ſhall deyoure himſelfe, and that which ſhowld ſeewre to pre- 
ferve him, very eaſ-ſlayeth the fooliſh, and the prolpe- 
rity of _— deſtroyeth 
them. 
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which comprehend; repeS, >% RI 
ObedFepce, 


| = = 'Tridebge. To | 
| 
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Juſtice ghves | | | CI words. 
;ocath bar) To God aud many Tem 
ORCS. | 2 ? Cie devlings 


LLOVE. 


Meyey. 
Liberalsty. | 


Others, 


Uo menonth, 
* _ - 7 S 
Onr ſelves ; Diligence 38 our vocations. 


FRIES OY 


1. Of Inftice i general). 
þ. 1. 


what it ze, 
2. Of the ftare of God, 


Preſent.” 
what fruits it hathQ 
Þ F ahut 4 5 


So px; toprudence, is isf3ce. A man of underſtanding walketh uprightly : 
( EL, jult man, therefore, is hethat walketh in his integrity ; aud EECG 
= oppo 

va. ©. Whether t0God:,unto whow Tuftice challenceth Pictie : which compreheads 
frit,the feare of the Lord zandthisfeare of the Lord isto hate evill,as Ne irreplty 


3 


gle 


Cie, and theeyill way ; @#d in all our wa yesroacknowledge God ; that he may diret 
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DS CEP 3 OS RIIES | pi 
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* Honour and ! 
Obzdience are } 
indced mixed 
duties of Ju- 
ſtice both to 


God and man: | 


bur becauſe as 
they belong to 


man, they are f 


politick ver- 
rues andthere 
handled 2 here 
we conſider 
them only as 


dite ro God, 


Pr.15.27. 
Pr.:67. 
Pr.16. 17. - 
Pro.12.z2» 


Ec.8.13, 
Pr.346. 
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' our wayes3 ſo thar,he that walketh in his righteouſneſſe, feareth'the Lord; burherh, 
| is lewdin his waies, deſpiſcth him : which grace, as it is the beginning of knowlegse 
andthe very inſtrution of wiſdome;, ſo in ſome re{pet knowledge i the beginning of it oe 
Private | Ifrhoucalleſt after knowledge, andcryeſt for underſtanding ; if thou feekeſt hey ,, 
Pr.2-3- filver, and ſearcheſt for heras treaſures; then ſhalr thou underſtand the feare of th. 
P T6: | Lord, and find the knowledge of God ; and this feare gives both contentment, Better Is 
Pr.15.16- alittlewiththe feareof the Lord, than great treaſure and trouble therewith, ang 
Pro3-188 | £4rzre hope. Fearethe Lordcontinually : for farely there is anend, and thy hope ſhaj 
Pra Corbecuroff. 7zwhich regard, Thisfeare of the Lord isan affiredftrength, #0 depend 
upon ; becauſe his children ſhall have hope, yea andpreſent healthand joy, Feare the Lord 
Pp: | anddepartfromevill; ſohealth ſhall be tothy navell, andmarrow to thy bones: a4 
Prat9.23. with health fe erernall.The feare of the Lord leadeth tolife, yea is a well-ſpring there. 
Fr24%7- of, andhethatisfilledtherewith, ſhall continue, and ſhall not be viſited wither, |z 
Pr8.14. {o char Bleſſed is the man that feareth alway : whereas 0# the contrary, He that hardeneth 
Pr.30.9. 


08 | his heart, anddenies God, and faith, Who is the Lord? ſhall fall intoevill, 


In the beff things. 
( Honor 


| Ie the beſt tins. 
0. 2-5 


Ia attendive on bis will. 
| ObedSegce: 


Je performing it. 


'W Ip 01047 and reſpett 3 both from the beft things : Honourghe Lord with thy riches 
Pr.3.9- Hp the firſt fruitsofall thy increaſe ; fo ſhall thy barnes be filled with abnn- 
PI-3-10- dance, andthy prefles ſhall burſt with new wine : and in our bef® crimes , Re- 

"Dy member now thyCreator inthe dayes of thy youth ; while the evill dayes come not, 

AM nor the yeeres approach, wherein thouſhaltfay, I have nopleaſure in them. 

| Thirdly, Obedicaze. He that obeyethime, ſhall dwell Gfely, ( ſaith W3ſdome)andbe 

Fra { quietfromfeare ofevill : whether ia #tendanee tothe will of God; My fonne, hearken to 


Pr.4-20. | my words, incline thine eare untomy ſayings; Lerchem not depart from thinecic, 
\ Pr.q-27, but keepe themin the midſt of thine heart : for, He that regardeth inſtruQion, isin 


ro the way of life ; whereas he that turneth away his care from it, his very prayer ſhall be 


abominable ; or is executing Al 3s : He that keepeth the commandement, is achild 
Pred8.7, of underſtanding :yeshe isblefſed, awd oy keeperh his owne ſoule ; where they 
Pr.28.4- that forſake the Law, praiſe the wicked : 8#d he that deſpiſeth his wayes, ſhalldic. 


Pr.19-16. 
To God. 


LO perfrmtacs? 
fe 3+ Fiddi) T9248. 
In ſaithfull reproofe. 


K whether toGod and man. i. F idelity : both, firſt 58 rmigg that we have ws- 
( tes: Ifthou have vowed avow to God, Ca copay it ; for hede- 


_— lighteth notin fooles ; pay therefore that thou haſt vowed ; It is berterthat 
244 thou ſhowldeſt not vow ; than that thou ſhouldeſt vow.,and nor pay it : Suffer not thy 
mouth to make my fleſh to ſinne ; Neither fay before the Angell, that this is igno- 
rance : Wherefore ſhall God be angry by thy voice, and deſtroy the work of t ine l 
Þr 26025, | hands? For, Itis deſtruGion to a man, to deyoure that which is anRified, and after 


Pr.12.23. = | MME YOWESTO Inquire. Neither this to God 0nly,bu8 $0 ene; They that deale truly,gare 1 
Pra6-10 | delight ; andtheupright ſhall inherit good things : yes, The Faithfull man hall + 
Pr 25-19. bound bleſſings ; whereas the perfidious man, as he wrowgs others ( fir Confidence inw 
Pr.17.13- | unfaithful manin time of trouble, is like a broken tooth, and aſliding foot) ſo"! 


WE gainerh not in the end, biaſelfe, He that rewardeth evill for 200d, evill ſhall not cpa 
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| from his houſe. | 


| | %. 1s 
| TREND A ——— « : - | Rees yi x | -—— 
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2. Ind faithfull reproofe : Open rebuke is better than ſecret loye : The wounds of a | Pc.z7. 6, 
loyerare faithfull, and the kiſſes of an enemie are pleaſant, b## falfe : ſo that hethatre- | Pr. . 
proveth, ſhallfind more thank at the laſt : a»d however the ſcorner take3t, yet he that | 50 "4 
reproyeth the wiſe andobedient eare, is as a gold care-ring, and an ornament of fine 


gold. 


The qualities 


y himſelf. 


The fruit 
to others. 


Lies, 
LS 
 C$hJander. 


CT he oppoſites, EE 
| "zag 708, 
2. 


Flatterie. 


TE that ſpeaketh truth, will ſhew righteoulnelſe, Wherezn? A faithfull Wir- | ,, Mo 
neſle delivercth ſoules : bura decciver ſpeaketh lies; A vertue of no ſarall im- | Þc.14 x5. 
A poptarce: fot Death and Lite are in the hand of the tongue ; and asa nan IN 

loves, he ſhall cat the fruirthereof, to good, o7 ewill ; to himſelfe, others : Himſelfe, A rar * 

wholeſoine tongue isas a Tree of life, and the lip of truth ſhall be ſtable foreyer : 0- | pc. +341 

there, The tongue of the juſt man isas fined ſilver, and the lips of the Righteous doe | Pr.1920. 

feed many : therefore Buy the truth, and ſe]l1tnot ; 4s thoſe doe whicheither 1. he, 2. ſhat- Ip I: 
| der; 3: diſſemble, or 4. flatter. | 


a — FHis faſhions, = 
0: 5. The hers, His manifeſtation; 
> His puniſhment. 


Faithfull witneſſe willnot lie, but a falſe record will ſpeake lies. Of thoſe fix, 


— | : Pri145- 
yea, {even things that God hareth, two are A lying tongue, azd a falſe witneſſe | pr.s 16 


that ſpeaketh lics; For ſuch 4 oze mockethat judgement, a»dhis mouth ſiyal- | 5-7 
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unpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh lies, ſhall not eſcape ; for the lying lips are abomi- 


lowes up iniquitie, yes afalfe rongue hatcth the afflicted. He is ſoope perceived for aly- | TO o- 
ing tongue variethincontinently : 4»d whez he 3s found; A fallc witneſſe ſhall not be 


Pr,19.48 
Pr.:. 6.28. 


| Pr.12 19, 


5 4 - 
: 4 gave. 
go re* 


| - . ” : Pr 194. 
nation tothe Lord, therefore a falfe witneſſe ſhall periſh : azdwho pities him ? Such a Pa 
one isan hammer, a ſword, aſharpe arrow to his neighbour ; he deceiverh with his | P:->1-28- 
EE. ... _ 4.» | . Pr.35e15., 
lips, and faith, Twill doe to him as he hath done tome. Two things then have Ire- | pr..,:549, 
quired of thee, deny me them notuntill Idie, 8c. Remove farre from me vyanitie; Pr.3047- 
and lyes. Let me be apoore man rather than alyer. cM 


YJ 
on 


in miſreports, | 
in unſeaſonable 
enedlang. 


whathis 
exerciſe, 


&. 6. Theſlanderer :< 
what his entertainment. 


| = His wicked man diggeth up evill, and in his lips is like burning fre z He (hut- Pr.16.27. 
teth his cies to deviſe wickedneſſe : he moveth his lips, arid bringerh evillto | v4 


paſſe : aud either he imventeth2ll rumours; A righteous man harethlying words: | praes. 

but the wicked cauſeth ſlander and ſhame ; or elſe in true reports he will be foo- Le 

liſhly medling, a#d gocth about diſcovering ſecrets ; (where hee that is of a fairhfull | pc.xv, 
frank concealeth matters)gsd by this meanes reiſeth diſcord. Without wood the fire | 
= ow ph S..3 | in 1 
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Pr,1 0.18, 
Pre26 24: 
Pr.3 6.25. 


| Pr.26.26, 


| Pr.1 37s 


Pra13 7. 
Pr. 30.24. 
Pr.23.6. 
Pr. 23:7 


Pr-27.14. 


Pr. 2545 + 


| Pr.16,2s. 


PL.20 I9. 


Ec.7-7. 


Pr.I1e3. 
Pr.11:F- 
Pr.15.19, 
Pr,21.8, 
Pr.23.3 
Pr 21 15, 
Pr.io j6, 
Pr.297. 
Pr,29.10, 
Pr.21.8. 
Px.,3.29 
Pr.16..1I. 
PETTY: 
Pr.124* 6« 
Pr.28.6. 
Pc 20,7. 


| ſide, thou mayeſt nor give thine heart to all that men ſpeake of thee, le{t tkon hears 


T HE ſlanderer and diſſembler goe together : He that difſembleth hatred with lying 


Salomons Etbicks. 


is quenched : and without a tale-bearer, ftrife ccaſerh ; forthe-words of a tale-bearer 
are as flatterings, and goe downe into the bowels otthe belly : therefore as o# the oye 


thy ſervant curſing thee ; ſo os the olber, 20 counterarce muſt be given to ſuch * ſer Asthe 
North-wind drives away raine;ſo doth anangry countenance the .ardcring ton pe. 


malicions., 
' The diſſembler of Jvain-glorions, 
foure kindes, Yeovetous, 
d. 7. imperitent. 


| to him{elfe. 
| his ſwcce 2 
CT Pe fature to his fricnd. 


his remedie—. 


lips,and he that inventeth ſlander,is a foole;There it then a malicious diſſemller : 
He that haterh, will counterfeit with his Iips,and in his heart he layeth up de- 
ccit ; ſuch one,though he ſpeake favourably,beleeve him not ; for there are ſeven abo- 
minationsin his heart. Hatred may be covered with deceit, but the malice thereof ſhall 
(at laſf)be diſcovered inthe congregation. There is a 2azne- glorious diſſembler that ma- 
keth himfelfe rich,and 1s poore:azd 3.4 covetors :T here is that makes himſelte poore, 


having great riches : azd this both 1. $# bargairs-1t 1s naught,it 15 naught, ſaith the buy-! 
er : but when he is gone apart, he boaſteth ; az 2. 1n his entertainment ; The man that 
hath an evill eye: as though he thought in his heart, ſo will he ſay to thee, Ear; and|C 
drinke,but his heart is nor with thee.Laſtly, an imperijext ; He that hideth his ſins ſhal] 
not proſper:bur he that confeſſerh and forſaketh them, ſhall haye mercy. The flatterer 
praiſeth his friend witha lowd voice, riſing early in the morning:but with what ſucceſe? 
To him{e#fe : Tr ſhall be counted to him for a curſe : To bis friend « A man that flattereth 
his neighbour, ſpreadeth a ner for his ſteps ; ke ſpreadeth end catcheth © For a flattering 
| mouth cauſerhTaine. The ogly remedy thenis : Meddle not with him that flattercth 
with his lips : for Irs better to heare the rebuke of wiſe men,than the ſong of fooles, 


. FSTodoerieht, 
Prodicer, ? with joy. 


-—————————— 


9. 8. Truth indealiags - 
wheres is the true dealers 


| Gods Love b) | 
Reward, Good memorial. CE 


He uprightneſle of the jaſt ſhall guide them, and dire their way : which isc- 


D 


ver plameand ſtrait:wherees the way of others is perverted,and ſtrange. Tea, 
= todoejuſtice and judgement is more acceptable(to the Lord)than facrafice; 
lo1t isajoy tothe juſt hizzſeffe, to doe judgement : all his labour therefore tenderh to 
lite, he knoweth-he cauſe of the poore, and will have care of his ſoule : His worke 1s 
right,neither intendeth he any evill againſt his neighbour ; ſeeing he dwellerh by him 
withour feare : 4#d what loſeth he by this © As the true balance,and the weight are of the 
Lord,and all the weights of the bag are his worke : $o God loveth him that followeth 
righteouſneſſe : and with mew. The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: | 
and Better is the poore that walketh in his uprightnefſe, than he thar perverterh bus 
wayes, though he be rich. Teafizaty, The memoriall of the juſt ſhall be bleſſed. 


Colored, 


{The kindes 
8.9. Deceat: | _ CDired 


| rome, 


| | Publike. 
The judgement attending it. 


<— 


— — ——  — — 


Tuſtice. | O 


omtrary to this 3s Deceit : whet her ina colour : Ashe that fainerh himſelf mag, 
( * caſterh fire-brands, arrowes and mortall things; ſodealeth the deceitful man. 

and ſaich, Am Inot in ſport? As this deceit 1s in the heart of them that im4- 
gine evill : ſointheir hands are Divers weights; and divers balances : or tir:aly, Hee 
that is partner witha theefe, hareth his owne ſoule, ard dareeroys are the wayes of 
him that is greedy of gaine ; mech more publikely,I have ſeene the place of judgement, 
where was wickedneſſe ; andthe place of juſtice, where was iniquitie : I thoughr in 
mine heart, God will Judge the juſt andthe wicked, yea, ofi-15mes ſpeedily ;,ſs + The 
deceitfull man roſterh not what he rooke in hunting - or if heeat it ; Thebread of de- 
ceit is fiyeet toa man, but afterward his mouth ſhall be filled with gravell. 


CTHh his loves, 
[ToGod; rewarded 

| | Lwithbis bleſſings. 
0. 9. Loves 
| - Tu paſſive by offences, 
To men Ia dooimg good to our 
eMenines. 


Ove toGol : I lovethem that love me: and they that ſeeke me early, ſhall find 

me : and with me. Leſings : T cauſe them that love me, to inherit ſubſtance, and 
I will fill their treaſures. 2.To me#, 1. In paſiing by offexces; Hatred ſtirrerh uv 

contentions,bur love covereth all treſpaſſes,and the ſhame the? riſcs from thei : jothat 

he ozly that coveretha tranſgrefſion, ſeekerth love. 2. Is doojng gesd to our exemies : If he 

that hareth thee be hungry, give him breadto eat ; and if he be thirliie, give him wa- 
terto drinke. Here therefore doe offend, 1. the contentions, 2. the envious. | 


whether in raiſing ill rumours, 
9. 10. The contenitons, 


or whether by preſcing matters too farre. 


 Hefirſt is he that raiſeth contentions among brethren : whi:honce raiſed, are 
£ zot ſo ſoont appeaſed. A brother offended is harder ro win than a ſtrong City : 
81d their contentions are likethe barre of a Palace. This zs that violent man 


| 199 


Pr.26 18, 


Pr.26, 9, 


Pr.) 2. Os, 
Pr.20.10, 
Dr.29 24. 
Pre1.19. 
EC.3.'6. 
EC-2.39% 
Pr.:2.27 
Prez0.17, -: 


Pr.8.17. 
Pr. 8 21, 


Pr.1012. 


Pr.11.16, 
PI.I7.Ce 
Pr.15 21, 


Pr.6 rg. 
Pr.18.1 9. 


Pr.16 29, 


chat deceiveth his neizhbour,and leadeth him into the way which s not good,the way 
of diſcord, whether by iſt rumors ; The fooles lips come with ſtrite ; axd as the coale ma- 
keth burning coales,and wood a fire,ſo the contentious man is apt to kindle ſtrife, & 
that even among great ones : \ iraward perſon fowerh ſtrite,anud atalcbearer maketh di- 
miſion among Princes ; or by prong matters too farre : When one churneth milke, hee 
bringeth forth butter ; and he thar wringeth his noſe, cauſeth bloud to come our : {© 
he that forceth wrath, bringeth torth ſtrife, the end whereof is never good : for if a wile 


man contend with a fooliſh man, whether he be angry or laugh, there is ng reſt. 


At oar neighboiir , 


The kinds) 


0 Atthewicked. 
6. 11. Enuys 


Ig otheys, 


ot ſelfe. 


, be effetts 


He ſecond js that juſtice, whereby the ſoule of the wickedwitheth evill, and his 
| : ne1ghbour hath no favour in his eyes : that moveth him to be glad when his 


enemie falleth, and his heartto rejoyce when he ſtambleth ;, a#this zs 4 v30- | , 


lent evill. 1. Toit ſelf: ;, Aſound heartis the life of the fleſh ; butenyy is the rotting of 
che bones. 2. To others; Anger iscruell, and wrath is raging: but who can ſtand be- 


Pr.18.5 


 Pr.36.21. 


Pr,16.:8., 
Pr.30,33- 


Pr 2949. 


Pr.a1.10. 


: hore{- 


Pr.24-17. 


14 30. 
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Lis. 111.|7 

fore envic ? But of all other-gt is moſt unjuſt when it is ſet upon axevill ſubjeF; Fret nor thy 

ſelfe becaulſe of the malicious. neither be envious at the wicked, not chuſe any of 

| his wayes ; neither let thine heart be envious againſt ſinners, nordefire tohe with 

them ; for as their heart imagineth deſtrution, and their lips ſpeake miſchiefe, ſo the 

| frowatd is an abomination tothe Lord ; and there ſhall benone end of the plagues of 
| the evill tran ; and his light ſhall be pur our. 
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The qualitie. 
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The Gaine of 3t. 


| Et not mercy and truth forſake thee : bind them on thy neck, and write them 
"YA | upon the table of thine hcart:zhis ſafferethe0t toſtop thine eare at the cry ofthe 
22 poore : yea, the righteous man regardeth rhe lite of his beaſt ; zo vertwe 3s more 
Pr.3-4- eairfull : for By mercy and truth inuquitie ſhall be forgiven ; a#d By this thou ſhalt 
find favour and good underſtanding in the fight of God and man: Good reaſon: For 
' h- honoureth God, that hath mercy on the poore : yes, he rakes God his debtor : Hee 
' that hath mercy on the poore, lendeth tothe Lord, and the Lord will recompence 
| him : Sothat The mercifull manrewardeth his one ſoule ; for He that followeth righ- 
Maga  rconſneſie and mercy, ſhall find righteouſneſle, and life, and glory ; aud therefore i3 
TER bleſied for ever. 
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Pri3.3. 
Pr.21.17- | 
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| Pre14-37- 
| Pr.19.i7- 
Pr.1117. 


&1. Vanterci,ulueſſe. 
0. 13. Againſt mercy offend 2, Oppreflen- 
3. Bloud-thirſtineſſe. 


Þ Hat (zo onzly) the rich ruleth the poore, but that the poore is hated of his 
| owne nejghbour; whereas the friends of rhe rich are many ; Of his #eightour? 
Teaall the brethren of the poore hate him : how much more will his friends 

depart from him? though he be inſtant with words, yet they willnor. 

2. There isa generation, whoſe teethare as ſwords, and their jawes as kniyes, ts 
cat up the afflitedout of the earth. Theſe are they that oppreſſe the poore, to in- 
| creaſe themſelves, andgive to therich ; #gt rob the poore becauſe he 1s poore, and 
 opprefle the afflicted in judgement ; that take away the garment inthe cokd ſeaſon, 
and therefore are like vineger powred upon nitre, orlike him that ſingerh ſongs toan 
' heavy heart ; That trouble their owne fleſh, aud therefore arecrueN ; An ordiwary ſts. 


Pr.22.7. 
Pr.14.20. 
Pr.19.7» 


| Pr.z0.1 4. 
Pr.22.15. 


Pr. 23.23. 
Pr.25.20. 


[ 


Pr.11.15. 
Ecc41 . 


Ee5.7, 


Pr.21.23, 


Pr.13.16. 


Pr.21.13.,' 
Pr.290! 9. 
Pr.24.15. 
Pr.28.17. 
Pr.1,1t. 
Pr.1.12. 
Pr.1.15. 
Pr.1.16. 
Pr.1.17- 
Pr. I.1 3, 
Pr, 12.10s 


 Pro.26.2. 


Pr.34.16s; 
Pr 26.27, 
Pr. 28.1 7 


þ 


[ tuined and conſidered all the opprefſions that are wrought under the Sun:& behold 


the teares of theoppreſſed, and none comforterh them ; and-the ſtrength is of the 


hand of thoſe that oppreſſe them, and none comforteth them. None? Yes ſurely, 6 
bove. If ina country thou ſceſt the oppreſſion of the poore, andthe defrauding of 
judgement,8&Juſtice,be notaſtoniedat thematrer;forhe that is higher than the high- 
eſt,regardeth,and there be higher than they, which will defend the cauſe of the poore;, 
to cauſe the oppreſlor to come to poverty: 3#whicheſtgtehe ſhall cry and not be heard. 

3- The bloudy manis he which not only doth hate him that is upright, bet laycth wait 
againſt the houſe of the righteous, and ſpoilerh his reſting place ; ea, that doth vio- 
lence againſt the bloud of a perſon: Suchas will ſay,Come with us, we will lay wait for 
bloud, and lie privily for the innocent without acauſe, We will fivallow them vp a- 
ve like a grave, even whole ; as thoſe that goe downe into the pit, Bur, my ſonne, 
walk not thou in the way with them : refraine thy foot from their path : fortheir 
feetrun toevill, and make haſt to bloud-ſhed, Certainly as without cauſe the net is 


{pred before the eyes of all thathathwings, ſo they lay wait for bloud and lie privily 


for their lives ; Thus the mercies of the wicked arecruell;But/ſhal/ they prevaile tx this? 
The cauſelelſecurſe ſhall not come : The juſt man may fall ſeven times in a day, but | 
he riſeth up againe,whiles the wicked ſhall fall into miſchiefe :jra into the ſame they had 
deviſed : he that diggethapit, ſhall fall therein ; and he thar rouleth a ſtone, it ſhall 


fall upon him, 424 crufh bies to death + for He that doth violence againſt the bloud 
of a perſon ſhallflee unto the grave, and they ſhall not ſtay him. | 
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fay,Who is the Lord 
vaine- * 


Fuſt CC. 
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9. 14. The ſecond | 
kind of Tuftice to < Limited, 
ochers ts Liberality | 


6. I5. The extremes 
whereof are 
Prod: galttie, 


T 


Too much ex= 


[pence : —_ es 
$2, Theend, 


p. 16. Prodigalitie ing 


(Rewar de a. 


Coretonſneſſe, 


2 


Iberality or beneficeace, is tO caſt thy breadupon the waters x #0 give aportian to 
ſeven, andalſo to eight; 33 word, to give of his bread to the poore,and not to 
with-hold his goods fromthe owhersthereof,(i. the n:edy)though there bee 
power in his handtodoe it,as4not tofay tohisneighbour, Goe and come againe,to 
morrow Iwillgive thee, if he now have it : Not that God would not have us enjoythe com- 


B | forts he gives #9, our ſelves; for, to every man to whom God hathgiyenrichesandtrea- 
ſures, andgiveth him power tocat thereof, andto take h 


bours, thisis the gift of God, bytif theclouds be full, the y willpowre out raineupon 
the earth, and yet they ſhall be newer the emptier. The liberall perſon ſhall have plenty, 
and he that watereth, ſhallalſo haveraine 


ſhall nor lacke, bat ſhall find it afrer many dayes ; whereas he that hiderh his eyes, ſhall 


have many curſes : yz, There is that ſcattereth, and ismore increaſed : zhs Hee that 
hath a good eye, isbleſſed of God. 


with hes owne, 


With more. 


: yea 20t ozehy he that giveth to the poore, 


- Tye deſcription of it. 


The curſe. 


He covetows 15 he, that is greedy of gaine,thathaving an evill eye,apdcovyeting 
ſtillgreedily, travelleth coomuch roberich, and therefore both ſpareth more 
than is right, andincreaſeth his goodsby uſarie and intereſt : There is one a- 
lone; and theres nota ſecond, which hath neither ſonne, nor brother; yer is there 

one end of his trayell, neither can his eies be fatisfied withriches, neither doth he 


hink, For whotadoe Itrayell, anddefraud my foule of pleaftres > This nan is unſati- 
able,like to The horſelecches rwodaughters, whichcry ſtill, 


defires; The Grave and deſtruftion can nevyerbe full; ſothe 
ftisfied : Allthe labourof man is for his mouth, and ye 
yea, thi it tbe curſe that God hathſer upon him , He that loveth 
with filver: and he that loveth riches, ſhall bewithout the fruit thereof : and whereas 
therich mans riches are his ſtrong City, he that traſtethin riches, ſhall ll, and by his 
ſparing commeth ſarely ropoyerty. AZ thi while he ſets hiseies on th $NO 
hing, axd doth but gather for him that wilt be mercifullro the 
ter i$4 little with right, than great revenues without equity. 
notriches : feed me with food convenient for me, 
? or kit Ibe poore, andſteale 


The qualitie, 


| Careleſueſſe of bis eftate. 


| 


_——— 
 __ —_ 


He prodigaliis the man that boaſterh of Ne liberality, that foveth paſtime, and 
w1ine,& oule, that feedeth glutrons,8& followeth the idle; Theunthrifty man,6c 
thewicked man, walketh with a froward mouth;Lewd thingsare in h 


EGri.t; 


Ec.11.2, 


15 part, and toenoy his la- 


Pr.az 9, 
Pr.3.27, 
Pr.3.28. 


Ec.5.18, 


EceL3, | 
Pr.11-25, 

Pr.28.17. 

Ec.1 I.1+ 


| Pr.11.2 4+ 


Pr 22.9, 


Pr.1.1g. 
Pr.23.6. 
Pr.21.:6. 
Pr. 23.4. 
Pratt. 24. 


Giye,Give : efectallyin hs 
eyesofamancanneverbe 
t the ſoule is not filled: 
filycr ſhall notbeſarisfied 


Pr.28.8, 
Ece4.8. 
Pr.30. is. 
Pr.27.20, 


Ec.d T, 


at which isno- 
poare : whorefore,Bet- 
Give me not poverty, 
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YE OT 99 1 
oy + imagineth evill at all times ; Therefore ſhall his detruction come ſpeedily, and he [A 

| 5.4 | ſhali bedeſtroyed fiiddenly without recovery ; «ndin the meaxe time, The riches of 

pr615 | yanitic ſhalldiminiſh ; ſo#hoz he ſhall bea man of want yes filled with poverty, and | 


te | ſhameto hisfather. 0fthis kind alſo is he that is otherwiſe careleſſe of his eſtate : Be not 


Pra419- | thouofthem hat ronch the hand, nor among them that are ſurety for debts : If thay 
\ir39. | haſt nothing ro pay, why cauſeſt thou that he ſhould take thy bed from under 
Pr.2 1627. | thee ? 
See more of 

this rule inthe | 


laſt page of Pe- | S. I »Dilgence 


liticke, tollow- | 


—— 
+ OO 
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— | 
= —_ 


whit 3t Is. 


Health, 
how profit ble jo Wed and abundaece, 


HoB0UT. 


[] 
{ 
» 


r Yitice toa mans ſelfe, is diligence ; for he that trayelleth, travellerh for himfelfe ; The 
} en is he, n hoall that bis hand ſtall find todee,doth it with all his power. ] 
| Þ haveſcene (3ndeed ) the travel!, that God hath giventhe fonns of men, to humble 
' chem thereby, that all things are tull of labour, man cannot utter it ; But what profit 
| hath he that worketh,of the thing where1n he trayelleth? March every way - firſt, Health: 
' Thefleepe of him that travelleth, 1s ſweet, whether he cat little or much : Secondly, 
' Wealth : Op:n thine eyes, and thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread : zee, The handof 
| the diligent, makerh rich, and his ſoule ſhall be fat : a#d not ſufficiencie on, but in all 
| labour there is abundance, but the taike of the lips bringeth want : yet more, the riches 
| that the diligent man hath, are precious. 3. Hoxony : A diligent man ſhall ſtandbefore 


| Kings, and not before the bafe ſort ; awd The hand of the diligent ſhall beare rule, 
| bur rhe idle ſhall be under tribure. 


The properties. 
þ. 18. Slothfulneſſe, 


_ CThe danger of it. 
| T Heſlothfull, is he that foldeth his hands, and eateth up his ownefleſh ; That | 


hideth his hand in his boſome, and wilinor pull it out againe to his mouth ; 

That turnerh on his þ2d,asa doore turneth on the hinges,avd ſa#h,Yetalittle 

 fleepe, a little ſlumber, a lictle folding of the hands to fleepe. Every thing that he ought 
to dot, us troubleſome : The way of the Jorhfull man is an hedge of thornes, (whichhe is 
© lothtoſet foot 3s) There 15a Lion without ( ſaith he) T ſhall beſlaine inthe ſtreer : who 
 4lthongh hereiy he be wiſer in his owne conceit, than ſeyen men that can render area- 

. fon: Yet (thetruthzs )he that(ſo mech as) followes the idle, is deſtitute ofunderſtan- 

| ding. he luſteth( #»deed) and affeGeth great things, but his ſoule hath nought : ſo, The | 
Pra 6-166 very deſire of the ſlothfull fJayeth him, for his hands refuſe to worke. And wot only 

bras: ; he tharisſlothfull in his worke, 'is brother to him that isa great waſter - bathe that 


Prot.25, | fleepeth, (@#dflothfulneſſecauſtrh to fall afleepe )inharveſt, is the ſonne of confuli- 
- - A on: 43d, He that will not plongh becauſe of Winter, ſhall beg in Summer, and have 
Pr 19.15. | -*, nothing : Love not ſleepe therefore, leſt thou come to poverty ; for what 3 3t, that hence 
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Hae cometh not to ruzne & FOT the honſe - By ſlothfulneſſe the roofe of the hou 
Ec.io. 18. | decay ; and by idleneſfe of the hands, the houſe droppeth thorow. For the Land 1 paſt 
bag E714 by the field of the ſlothfull, and by the Vineyard of the man deſtitute of underſtan- 
{ Pr.34-31. ding: and loe, it wasall growne ouer with thornes, and nettles had covered the face 
| | of it,and the ſtone wall thereof wasbroken downe. Then I beheld and conſidered it |. 
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eng well; Ilookedupon ir, andreceived inſtrution : ſo is every refe@ rhe ſothfull hand 


maketh poore. Goe to the Pimire therefore, thou ſluggard, and behold hcr wayes 
| Pr 104 and be wiſe : For ſhe having noGuide,  Goyernour, nor Ruler, prepareth her meat 
| Pr.6 7: | 1nSummer, and gathereth her food in harveſt. How long wiltthonſleepe, O 
Pr. ſluggard? when wilt thonariſe out of thy fleepe? Yer alictleſleepe, 
3h $M yeta littleſſamber, yet a little folding of the hands 
Prext, |, +,» Ttofleepe: Thereforethypovertycommeth as a 
| 1 4þ 2. ery Pr 1.4 1, | peedy Traveller, and thy neceſſity as 

Tho ago ite nod - anarmedman.” . ZR | 
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11 affeT ion 0 
| Ow, refraining of anger. 


—_ 


Temperance indict, 


Is 


| . Bod, 
Exceſſe : how dangerous N Soxle, 
Eſtate. 
(CANTER He tcrmperate 3n d3ct, 35 hee that refraineth his appetite, that looks not | pras.a8. 
KEE! BRA) on the Wine when it is red, 2hat puts his knife to his throat, when >= 2a 
TSS Ball hee fits with a Ruler; 7hat when he finds honey, eats but that which me. bo 
20 S is ſufficient for him, leſt he ſhould be over-full. 77 35 trze, that aman 


Pr.35.16, 
=== catcth and drinketh, and ſecth the commoditie of all his labour q [0.4 
| = thisisthegifrof God : yea, this T have ſeene good, that itis comely 
tocat andto drink, andtotake pleaſtire in all his labour whetein he travelleth under 
the Sunne, the whole numberof the daicsof his life which God giveth him, for this | Ee 9.7. 
15h1s portion : God allewer ys tocat our bread with joy, anddrinkour wine with a 45 60G 
cheerefull heart, and there is nothing berter than this;yee, there isno profit but this: | prar.s. 
But zot that a man ſhould be given to his appetite, that he ſhould ſecke in hisheart to | E<33: . 
draw hisfleſh to Wine : ey that whatſoeverhis eyes defire, he ſhould notwith-holdir os 
from them: Sch mas when he is full, deſpiſeth an honey-combe : whereas to the | Pr.39-21- 
hungry, every bitter thing is iveet : audiw his exceſſe is rtragious : One of the three | **7*tt 
things, yeafonre, for which the earth is moved, andcannot Raine itſelfe, isa foole | xc.s..v. 
whenhe is filled with meat. Neither doth this proſper with himſelfe. For bis body: The 
ENTER | | fatiety 


Ec.5.17. 
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Salomons Etbicks. - L1s. 
fariety of the rich will not fuffer himto fleepe. To whom is woe ? to whomgs Goo. 
row ?to whom is marmuring ? to whom are woun 


ds withouteanſe? and to whom i; 
the redneſſe of the eyes ? even tO themthattafry longarthe Wine: tO taem that goe| 
and ſeeke mixt Wine. F or his ſoule : Looke not on the wine when) itis red, and ſhe. 
eth his colour inthe cup, Or goeth downe pleaſantly. In the end thereof, itwillbite 
like a Serpent,and hurt like a Cockatrice: Thine eyes ſhalllookupon the ſtrange wo- 
man. andthy ps ſwall ſpeake lewd things, and thou ſhalt be as one that {leepethin 
the middeſt of the Sea, and as he that {leeperh in the top of the maſt : they have ftri- 
ken me(ſhaltthou ſay)but | wasnor ſick : they have beaten me; but I knew not when 
] awoke, Herefore will I ſceke 1t yet ſtill. For his eftate - 

hroken doW ne,and without walls : 


He isiike 4 City whichis 
with gluttons © for the ghurcton and drunkard ſhall be poore; 


pI 


FW 


[11] 


Keepenot company therefore with drunkards, hor 


| clothed with 14gs 3 4nd iy all theſe, Wine 154 MOCKer, and ſtron# drinke 15 


andthe _ ſhall be 


. aging, and \Þ 
whoſoever is deceived thereby, is not wile. 


TN _ efew, 
what 3t r:quires © that they be. 
2 ſeaſorable. 


3w0/'ds, } a vi {dome, 


Y 
in deſty, 


' In ations. 
Cn ze, 

| Contrary toit, gl ſpeech, 

0 I0mmo dergte art h. 


( what it profits 


ezves ſafety. 
0.2.8 


He modeſt ( for words) is 4 matiof precious ſpirit, thatrefraineth his lips, and 
| ſpareth hiswords. The words Of a modeſt an are like deepe waters, andthe 
well-ſpringof wildome hike a flowing River : butw 


| hen he doth ſpeake, it isi0 
| parpeſe : for The mouth of the juſt (all befruictfull in wiſdome : and the lips of the 
rig 


-consdoe feede many, yes him;etfe 5 Aman ſhallbe fatiate with good things by 
the fruit of his mouth : 4nd with the fruit of am: ns mouth his belly thall be ſatisfied: 
but tall hz ſpeaketh ſparingly : A wile man concealeth knowledge, anda man of under- 
ſtanding will keepe ſilence, which os # argues himwiſe,( for evena foole, whenhe hol- 
deth his peace Bcounted wiſe; andhe that wy On hislips,as prudent) ſo t gives him 
| much ſafety - He that keepeth hismouth, and his tongue, keepeth his ſoule from affii- 
&ion : yes he keeperh his life : where conmtrarily, the mouth of the fodle is in the mul- 


- & itisfedwithar : neither bath he an) 


irnde of words, itbableth out fooliſhnefſe 


delight in underſtanding, bt that which his heart diſcovereth; andwhile he bewrapeth 
zt, rhe heart offtooles publiſherh his fooliſhneſſe : And as he multipliethwords, ſon 


many words there cannot ant injquitic : his mouth ( ftz//) bableth evill things, fr 
zither he ſpeaketh froward rhings, or how tO lic inwait for blond, or in the mouthof 
the fooliſh is the rod of pride ; aud what is the 3/ſe of it * He that opencth his mouth 
Jeſtruction ſhall be to him. And he that hath a naughty tongue, ſhall fall into 
evill ; for, bothir ſhall be cut out, aid the frowardneſſe of it, is the breaking of the 


pars Laftly, a fooles mouth is his own? deſtruction, and his lips are aſhare for his 
Qule. 


For 8ions : The modeſt ſhall have honour : Apdthoughwe need not ſag,Of latgit®!; 
thouart mad,: and of joy, whar isthis thou docſt? yet Anger isbetterthan laughter: 
for by a fad looke the heart i5made better. 


The heart of the wiſe therefore is 1N the 
tonſe of mourning, butthe heartoffooles isin the houſe ofmirth. Rejoyce then, 0 
young mann thy youth, and let thine heart cheere thee inthe dayesof thy youth, 
and walke inthe waiesof thine heart, andinthe lightof thine cies ;but know, (hal 
| for all theſe things Godwillbring theeto judgement. 


9. 3. H unlitits 


WWP4coocc ag To . 
— 
—— 


s - ©. 


luſtice- : 


Heamilitie, . whereinit is, 
þ. 53  COverweening,s How abſurd, 
Pride, , How dangerous. 


Scornfulneſſe. 


E xt to the modeſt, 1s the humble in ſpirit : Heſuth, $ rely, 1 2m mote fooliſh 


than a man, and havenot thennderſtanding of aman in me; for Thave not 
learned wiſdome, andhave not attained ro the knowledge of holy things; 
But doth he want 1t erethe more ? No ; With the lowly is wifdome, 92d The eare that 
hearkneth to the corrections of life,ſhall lodge among rhe wiſe : Betrer it is therefore 
to be of an humble minde. with the lowly, than to divide the fpoiles withthe.proud: 
for, before honour gaeth humility ; a»dhe that confeſſeth and forſaketh his ſinnes, 
ſhall have mercy ; yea, the humble of ſpirit ſhall enjoy glory : andthe reward of hn- 
mility, and the feare of God, isriches and glory, andlife, -, + 
Contrary whereto; There 1sa generation, whoſe eyes are haughty,and their eye-lids 
fareliftup; There is a generation, that are pure in their owne conceit, and yet are 
not waſhed from their filthineſſe. Yea, All the wayes of a man are cleane in his owne 
eyes : but the Lord pondereth the ſpirits ; and nos ſo onely, but Many men will boaſt 
of their goodnefſfe : but It 15 not good to eat much honey, fo to ſearch their owne 
olory is not glory : Let another man praiſe thee, and not thine owne mouth ; a ſtran- 
ger, and not thine owne lips. Th over-weening t& commonly incident to great men. The 
rich man is wife inhis owneconceit, but the poore that hath underſtanding, can try 
him : Henre it is that he on ſrgalarity ; According to his deſire he that ſeparates 
| himſelfe, will ſeeke, and occupy himſelfe in all wiſdome : bur ſeeſt thon a man rh 
wiſe in his owne concelt? there is more hope of a foole than of him : yea, he #3 a foole 
in tis ; In the mouth of the fooliſh is the rod of pride : I thought, I will be wiſe, bur 
it went farre from me; it is farre off, what may itbe ? andrhax a wicked foole, A haugh- 
ty looke, anda protid heart, whichis the light of the wicked, is finne : Tf therefore 
thou haſt beene fooliſh in lifringup thy ſelfe, and if thou haſt thought wickedly, lay 
thy hand upon thy mouth, for God hatethan haughty eye ; zea, he ſo haterh ir, char all 
tnatare proud in heart, are an abomination to the Lord; and though hand joyne in 
hand, they ſhall not be unpuniſhed, andwhas puniſhment ſhall he have 8 The Lordwill 
deſtroy the houſe of the prond man ;, and his verypride @ anargument of his ruine :Be- 
tore deſtruction the heart ofa man 1s haughty : Pride goeth before deſtruction, and 
an high minde before the fall: Before it? yea, withir «when pride commeth,then com- 
)\meth ſhame, Now#-e bezghr of pride is ſcornefulneſſe : He thar is proud and haughty, 
ſcornfull is his name, who worketh in the pride of his wrath ; and this mar: deſpiſeth 
his neighbour, and rhereforeis deſtitute of underſtanding : when the wicked com- 
meth,then commeth contempt ; and with the vile man is reproach : but of a, himthat 
reproves bim : He that reproveth a ſcorner,purchaſeth to himſelfe ſhame ; and he that 
rebuketh the wickedgetteth himſelfe a blot: rherfore Judgements are prepared for the 
ſcorners and ſtripes for the backe of fooles; ſo 45 orhers are hurt by his ſane: for a ſcorn- 
full man bringeth a whole City into a ſhare: ſo chey ſhall be likewiſe bertered by hu Judge- 
ment : when the ſcorner is puniſhed, the fooliſh is wiſe. 


cof Luft, 
tof Anger. 


0p. 4- Continency With their Contraries. 


F the firſt kinde, 6 hee that drinks the waters of his owne Ciſterne ; that de- 
lires nor the beauty of a ftranger in his heart ; neither lers her take him with 


iy No eye-lids: contrarily, the incontinent is he that delights ina ſtrange woman, 
embr 


acesthe boſome of a ſtranger ; or ſhe that forſakes theguide of her youth, 
and forgertteth the covenant of God; ſhe lieth in wait for a prey, and ſhe increaſeth 


= man ſgrefſors amongſt men. For a whore is as a deepe ditch; anda {trange woman 
* + NACTOW pit : Yea, I finde more þitter than death the woman whoſe heart is as 
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Salomons Etbicks. Et] V 


nets and ſnares, and whoſe hands as bands: he that is good before God, ſha! | be ds. 
livered from her, but the ſinner ſhall be raken by her. , 
Of theſecond, s he thatisſlow to anger,ſlow to wrath ; whoſe diſcretion deferreth 
his anger,and whoſe glory isto paſſe by an effence : which muderarien, as is argues hjy, 
co be of great wiſdome (for wiſe men turne away wrath) ſo it makes him berrerthzr 
the mighty man, andproeares him juſt honour ; for Itis the honour of a man to cea6: 
from ſtrife ; contrary to which, he that is of an haſty ſpirit tobe angry ; which , ;; 
proves bimfooliſh, (for anger reſterh in the boſome of tooles, andhethar is haſtytg 
anger, not onely committerh folly, bat exalteth it) ſoit makes him dangerou : Anperi| | 
| cruell, and wrath is raging ; anda furious man aboundeth m tranſgreſſions : wherefore| : 

make no friendſhip with anangry man, leſt thou learne his wayes, and receiye . 
ſtruction to thy ſoule. 


In general, 
Confidence, 


Pr.28 35+ 


Fg eeinade 


The ſpectals of it, In Geds afflitions, 
Patience 
In mens tujuries, 


Ortitude # that, whereby the ſpirit of a man ſuſtaines his infirmities ; which make 
Ki. righteous bold as a Lion : contrarily, che weake of ſtrength is he that is faint in 

the day of adverſity; whoſe teare bringeth a ſnare upon him; and that deſperate 
A wounded ſpirit who can beare? whichi eften cauſed through guiltineſſe : The wicke| 
flecth when none purſueth him.Coxfidence @,to truſt in the Lord with all thine hear, | 
and not to leane to thine owne wiſdome ; bar in all thy wayes to acknowledge him, 
and to commit thy works to the Lord, ad to have hope in thy death : and thoughin|C 
«her things, The hope that is deferred, is the fainting of the heart ; yer in chic, hethat 


— - — 
——  — - 
— el AI HEE COONS ” 


truſteth inthe Lord, ſhall be fat ; for, from hence, not onely his thoughts and wayesare 
directed, bur he receiveth ſafety and proreftion : Heisaſhield to thoſe that truſt in him, 
The horſe is prepared for the day of battel], but ſalyation is of the Lord. Tea, The 
name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower : the righteous runneth to it, and is exalted, 5! 
chat, He that truſteth in the Lord, he 1sblefſed ; whereas, he that truſteth in hisowne 
heart, isa foole : and it gs a vatne thing to boaſt thy ſelfe of tomorrow ; for thou 
knoweſt not what a day will bring forth. | 

Patience not to refuſe the chaſtening ofthe Lord,neither to be grieved with hi 
correction : Theparient man, in the day of wealth,is of good comforr, and'iin the dy 
of affliction conſidereth, God alſo hath made his contrary to that, that man ſhould 
find nothing after him whereof to complaine : knowing that the Lord corre&eth whom| 
he loveth; axdrhat the patientabiding of the righteous ſhall be gladnefſe : Conrrarth, 
the heart of the foole fretteth againſt the Lord ; he is careleſſe, andrageth : butt 
what purpoſe > Man cannot ſtrive with him that is ſtronger than he : ea, rather, the 
man that hardneth his necke when he isrebuked, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and 

cannot be cured : inreſþeft of mens in uries, He faith nor, I will recompence evil; 

but waits upon the Lord, and he ſhall ſave him. 1 which regard, the 
patient in ſpirit #har ſuffers, is better than the proud 
of ſpirit chat requires, 
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COMMON-WEALTH. 


And firſt, 


HIS KING. 


ſubordinate, 


muſt be, and meg nor many. 
C. 1. paren higheſt $ 


and thoſe from God. b ut 06.9, 
N all well orderedge 


vernments there are degrees, And higher than the 
higheſt, and yer an higher than they : akd theſe, of Gods apptint= 
ment ; not onely in the infertour ranks, Therich and poore meet, and 
che Lord isthe Maker of themall : bs intheſuprewe, By me Kings |, 
reigne ( ſaith Wiſdeme) and Princes decree Juſtice: and nor they one- Prix. 
3 mn er, I Putthe Nobles and all che Judges of the earth; /+ it we juſt | 2:86 
Woe wonder, charthe Graſhoppers haye no King, yer they goe forth by |**5%7" 
_ - n0 King 18 4 Jonnenene; fo many : for, Becauſe of the tranſgreſſion of 
the Land, there are many Princes ; many. net onely t at [ , u [dciery 
john many 5 7nany, net onely in frequent ſuceeſſon, but in Podievy 


| 
Ec.5.7. 


Pr.9$.3, 


. ” ; | 
63. twat beg $Lvality of bis perſon 5Nataral el 
$. 2 n a King are deſcribed $340 P "Jp vi ty _ 


King muſt be high. as in place ſo in bloud:Blefſed art thou, O Land; when thyKing |; 
As the ſon of Nobles not of any ſervile condition; far i Fae ear —_ Ped 7 
= 1y, than for a ſervant to haverule over Princes : and it 6.4 monfleria State, to | Eai07« 
ſce ſervants ride on horſes, and Princes (of bloud) to walke as ſervantson the ground | 
neither more monſtrow than intolerable. There are three things for. which che earth i 
moved,yca foure whichit cannot ſaſtaing: whereof one if, A (ervant when he reigneth, REFS 


{Not laſcivious, EL 
Not riotow, 
; Negative; 3 Not hollow and diſſembling, 
what oze hs | Net childiſh, 
S. 3. Morallqualiziess maynotbe: | Not impradent, 
{Not oppreſſing. 


| Affrmative. * 


Pr.31 23. 
Eca.u0. 
Ec.3.$. 

Cun,s.7. 


l Pr.31.3. 
ken captive : Ec,7.28.6 
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KO — w 


\ |rhy bread with joy, and drinke thy wine with a cheerefull heart? who ſhould eat or 


| Ec.z. 35» 
Pr.,z1.S- 
Eq 10.16, 
Pr.23 $ 
Pr.z3 3» 


Pr.17J+ 
Ec-10.16: 


Pr.3v. t6 


Ecc4i1$, 


Ec.10.1y. 
Pr.I Jes 


Pr. 26.12 
| Pr.14:34+ 
Pra9.e 


Pre20.1 8, 


| pr 8 16. 
Pr. 30.26 
P r, 28.16, 


| | Pra2944+ 


J Pr.16«3 rl 


| Pr 1941 JS» 


2 


Pr.z0.39% 
Pr.30.31. 


Pr.35.3. 


Prat. 


drink, or haſte to outward things more than he ? Not 3z»moderately : ſo as hee ſhould 
drink andforget the decree,and change the judgement of all the children of afi&i. 


| and juſtice muſt mercy w > oo eparably: for Mercy and truth preſerve the King;and 


on:0/ in meat:for, Woe betorhee,O Land,when thy Princes eat inthe morning:and 
if hebe nor the maſter of his appetite, his dainty meats will prove deceiveable. ny; 
boffow, ne: double in Peng in profeſſion , The lip ofexce}lency becomes not a foole, 
much lefſe, lying talke a Prince. Nor childiſh, Woe torhec; OLand, whoſe Kingis a 
child : not ſo much in age, which hath ſometimes proved ſucceſſtfull; but in condition : ny 
imprudent, not oppreſiing z rwo voices conjoned, A Prince deſtitute of underſtanding, js 
alſo a great oppreſſor ; And to conclude, 1» all or any of theſe, nor wilfully inflexible : A 
 poore and wiſe; child is better than anold afid fooliſh King that will no more bee: 
moniſhed. 2 
£74f, 


© Fagerafull, 
( I 
To orhers Slew co Anger, 


Bountiful. 
T emperatt, 
Wiſe, 
Valiant, 
Secret. 
Ontrarily he muſt be Temperare;Blefled art thon,O Land, when thy Princes eat 
in time,for ſtrength,and not for drunkennefle : 1uft and yi ebreows,for falle bal- 
lances(:{þecially in: h: hand of goverzment) are an abomination to the Lord:but 
a perfe@ weight pleaſeth him: 4 verve beneficia:/,borh 1, to himſelfe(for the Throne is 
| eſtabliſhed by juſtice).nd 2. to the State. Juſtice cxalreth a Nation; than which nothing 
doth more bind ind cheere the hearts of the people; for, When the righteousare in authori- 
| ty, the people rejoyce, butwhen the wicked bears rule, the people figh:# with truth 


$. 4. Affirmative; what one he my ſt be :4 


| rn bimſelfe 


-his'Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed, alſo, by mercy. And all theſe muſt have wiſdome ro me- 
nage them:By it Princes rule, and are terrible to the1ll-deſerving. A wiſe King ſcattereth 
| thewicked,and cauſeth the wheele to turne over them. To a4 theſe muſt be added boun- 
| zy : A Prince that hateth covetouſtiefle, ſhall prolong his dayes ; where contrarily, 
| man of gifts deſtroyeth his countrey : 4nd yer further, a conque't of his owne paſſions, a 
| princely viffory : for He that is ſlow to anger, is betterthan the mighty man ; and hee 
that ruleth his owne mind, better than he that winneth a City; becauſe of a other, The 
| Kings wrath is like the roaring ofa Lion: and whar & that but the Meſſenger of death? 

andif it may be,a conqueſt of all others,through valour.Thereare three things, that order 
well their going, yea foure are comely in going: wherof the laſt and principallis, A King 
againſt whom no man dares riſe up. Laſtly, ſecrecy in d:terminations ; The Heaven in 
height,and carth in deepnefſe,and the Kings heart can no man(no 92% ſhould) ſearch | 


out: neither ſhould it be in any hands bar the Lords;wye as he knowes it, ſo he turnesit | 
' whitherſvever it pleaſech him, ; 


common, Tiudgerighteouſly 4, according x0 the eyuthif 


—_ : A 7 wa ; the cauſe. 
$.5. Hua ane TOs  Niaccording to the diſftreſſe 


bo: of the party ,unpartially, 
Lremit mercifully. 


| Is afions muſt ſuit his diſpoſition, which muſt be univerſally boly:for It is an abo- 

, mination to Kmgs(s a other) to commit wickedneſſe. which holine fe alone 
the way to ad peace; When the wayes of a man pleaſe the Lord, he will make | 
hs enemies at peace with him : Pecaliarlyro his place ; hee muſt firſt judge bus people 
A King that fitterh in the Throne of judgement, chaſerh away all eyill wich his 
eyes; andb this he maintaines his country : a»d whilehe dorh ſit there, A divine ſen- 
tence muſt ben the lips of the Kivg,& his mouth maynor tranſ prefſe in judgement. 
Fer,a King that judgerh the poore in truth, his Throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever : 


Neither | _ 


| 
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Hu Counſailor. 


Neither may his eare be partially open : which Tpoſtien ſhall be ſure to be fed with reports 3 
for, Of a Prince that hearkneth tohies, all his ſeryants are wicked : nor his mouth ſhut, 
eſpecially in caſes of diſtreſſe : Open thy mouth for the dunibe in the cauſe of all the 
children of deſtru&ion : open thy mouth, judge righteouſly, and judge the afflicted 
{and the poore : yer not with ſo much regard to the eſtate of perſons, as the truth of the. 

cauſe , for, Surely it is not good rocondeme the juſt iz wht ever condition, nor that 
Princes ſhould ſmite ſuch for equity : wherein he ſhall wiſely ſearch into all difficalties. 
The glory of God isto paſſe by infirmities, bur the Kings honour is to ſearch out a 
thing ; yer ſ0,45 he is not ſeldome merciful in execution Delivering them that are drawne 
rodeath, and preſerving them that are drawne to beſſaine, T heſe obſerved, it carnor 
be, thar man ſhould rule over man to his hurt. 
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, | SALOMONS ( onnſailor. 
"i neceſlity of it. 


owiſe, 
The pul phteoms, 
pleaſant. 


How 

[For the Joiven : 

| | ſoule, 

$. 6. Counſuiles How received, 


ow the State, 


S where no ſoveraignty, ſo where no counſell is, th2 peop'e fall 5 and contrarily, 
where manyCounſellorsare,there is health; nd more ch. x veulch Stedfaſtneſſe: 


Counſel for the ſoule, Where no viſion is, thepeople periſh : which requires both 


nethſoules, 1swiſe ; andthe more wiſe the Preacher (&) the more he teacheth the 
people knowledge, andcaufeth them to heare, and ſcarcheth forth, and prepareth 
many parables: azd net only an upright writing (andſpeating) eventhe word of truth; 
but pleaſant words atfs, ſo chat the ſivectnefſe of the lips increaſeth dofrine ; and nor 
more delightfufl, thaneffenall : for, The words of the wile are like goads and nailes 
faſtned bythe maſters of the afſemblies, that are given by one Paſtor ; which agaie of 


entreth into the houſe of God : and be more neare to heare, than togive the ſacrifice 


of fooles : for, He that deſpiſeth the Word ſball be deſtroyed, but he that feareth 
the Commandement, ſhall be rewarded. | 


C Diſcuſſing of cauſes, 
[ wie, res dence, and working 


cording to knowledge. 
$. 7. In a Counſellor of State; ,-,. accoraing to nowledge. 
5 | 3 


or Hayiftraxe,is _ Partiality, 


_tuſtice, andfreed frem+ Bribes, 
_ COppreſſion. 
IthoutCounſell,all our thoughts(even of policie & ftate)come to naught: 
V \ / bur in the multicude of Connſellors is ſtedfaſtneſſe : ard #0 leſſe in their 
goodneſſe , 1. Intheir wiſdome, which alone gives ({trength co cheowner, 
E | above ten mighty Princes thatare in the City ; a vertwe, which though it reſterh in the 
heart of himthathath underſtanding, yet is knowne in the mids of fooles. For wiſ- 


hath knowledge, ſpareth his words, yer the rongue of the wiſe uſeth knowledge aright; 
andthe foole cannot open his month in the gate; and therefore « unfit for authority, As 
ſnow in ſummer,and rainein harveſt; ſo is honour unſcemly for a foole. 4nd chough 
it be given him : how ill it agrees 2 Asthe cloſing of a precious ſtone in an heape of 
ſtones, ſo is he that gives glory to a foole. From hence ; the gaod Inſticer both carefulty 


——__ 


holineſſe andwiſdome : The frait of the righteous is asa tree of life, and he that win- | 


every hearer challenge due reverence and regard, whomuſt take heed to his foot, when he | 


dome is in the face of him that hath underſtanding,a»d in hi lips: for howſoever he that | 


—_——— 


Pr.29.12, 


Pr.31.8. 
Pr.z2.5. 


Pi.17.26. 


Pr, 25d» 
| 


Pr 24.11, 
Ec.8.9. 


Fc. 2. IT Os 


Pr.16.1t. 
ECei 2,1Is 
Ec.4 | 7. 

Pr.13,13s 


Pr.15.22, 


of r.24 Fo 
EC,7 2s 


Pr.14.33- 
Pr.17.14+ 
r: 


Pr, ! F* z, 
Pr.24 7. 
Pr.26,1, 


Pr.26.8, 
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Salomons Politicks- 1 


keareth a cauſe, knowing that He which anſweretha matter before he heare it, it is folly 
and ſhame to him ; and that related oz beth parts, for He that is firſt in his owne cauſey | 
isjuſt : then commeth his neighbourand maketh inquiry of him ; # 1ateply ſifrerh 
it: elſe heloſeth the truth , for The counſell of the hearr of aman is like deepe vraters : 


Pr.21.3, buta man that hath underſtanding, -will draw it out. From hence, ts his providence for 


Ec.g.t5 | thecommon good; notouly in ſeeing the plague, and-hiding himſelfe, 5ur indelivering 
E917. | theCity : and heforeſeeth, ſo he wotketh;þy knowledge : and nor inpeace sly: a5 The 
Pata |Wwords of the wiſe are more heard in quierneffe, rhan the'cry of him thar'ruleth 
| among fooles; bat in warre A wiſe man goeth up into the Ciry of the nfÞhty, and 
| caſteth downe rhe ſtrength of the confidence thereof. F6r wiſdome 1s berrer than 
wa” ſtrength, 5ea, than weapons of warre: I hayeſcenerhis wiſdome utiderthe Sun,and 
Ec.g018. it is great unto me; A little Citie and rnen 1h it; and agreat King came agamit 1t,and 
4 compaſſed it about, and builded forts againſt it ; andthere was foundin it 4 poore 
Eco. |endwiſe man, and hedeliveredthe Ciry by his wiſdome. Neither can therebetrue wiſ- 
Pr,14e16s dome in any Counſtlor,without piety : The wiſe man feareth,and departs from Evill ; be- 
5g Sy. imo well aſſured, that there 18 no wiſdome, nor underſtanding, nor counſel] againſt the 
Pr, Lord; azdthaz,Man cannot be eſtablifhedby wickednefle : ard iude:d how oft doth God 
ſo foe of eftates, that the evill ſhall bow before the good, and the wicked at the gates 
of the righteous ? neither 6s this more ju ft with God than acceprable with men : for when the 
Ag = righteous rejoyce, there1s great glory, and when they are in authoritie, the people 
Pra8.xn. rejoycez contrarily, when the wicked comes on, and riſes up, and beares rule, the man 
Pr.38.28. 15tried ; the good hide themſelyes, and all the people ſigh : and the righteous man 
EG faliing downe beforethe wicked, 1s like a troubled Well, anda corrupt Spring. 

Pr. Neither i Iuſtice lefſe efſentiall tha either ; far to doe juſtice and judgement,is more | | 
—_—_ acceptable to the Lord than ſacrifice : To know faces,therefore(ina Indpe)is not good; |G| 
Pride. forthat man will tratſgrefſe for a peece of bread ; much lefe toaccept the perfoh of|/ 

| the wicked, to cauſe the righteous to fallin judgement: He thatfaichtorhe wicked, | 
Thou artrighteous, him ſhall the people curſe, and the multitude ſhall abhorre him : 
(91-24-24 [ea yet higher ; Hee tharhuſtifieth the wicked;and condemneth the juſt, both are abo- 
preg [minationtothe Lord, jherefore, howſoever The wicked man raketh a gift our of the 
Pr.r8.16- boſome;to wreſtrthe wayes of judgement; and commonly,A mans gift inlargeth him, 
and leadeth him (with approbation) beforegreat men * yet he knoweth, that thie reward 
"IA deſtroyeth the heart ; ghat rhe acceptance of it & but the robbery of the wicked ; which 
Pr.12.7. ſhalldeſtroy them; becauſe they haye refuſed ro execute judgement : he hateth gifts, 
| hx then,that he may live, and 1t is ajoy tohim to doe judgement. He doth unpartially (mite 
Pr.19-15« the ſcorner, yea ſeverely puniſh-him, char the wickedly fooliſh may beware and become 
Prz1.11- wiſe. And whereas Every way of a man is right in his owne eyes, and afalfe record. 
ens, will peakelies, and uſe deceit : heſomaketh inquiry, char a falſe witneſle ſhall not be 
1 Pr.12.17s unpuniſhed : and he that ſpeaketh lies ſhall verith : Laſtly, bis hand i free from oppreſ- 
ug 8. 4, | fron of has inferiours 3 which as it makes a wiſe man mad s ſo the atoy of it miſerable : for 
| "PA | He that oppreſſeth the poore, reproveth him that made him : and if the afflicted be 
| ld oppreſt in judgement, the Lord will defend their cauſe, and ſpoile the ſoule that 
| 44 {poileth them; and wpon af occaſions, he ſo derermineth, that they ſhall kifle the lips of 
Pr.:2426, |himthat anſerethupright words. _ 
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pr.r6s, | | Nehe light of the Kings countenanceis life, and his favour is asthe cloud of the 
Pr.1943. |; Þ Jatter raine, oras the dey upon the grafſe': which char che Courrier may purchaſe, be| 
So + miuſt be, 1 Diſcreet : The pleaſure of a G0g3230 a wiſe ſervant, bur bis wrath ſhall 
Pr.11 27. . {DE fowards himthatis Jew ; 2. Religions bop 44-beart, Hee that loverhpurcneſſe of | 
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ſccketh good things getteth fayour ;, i» both which, the righteousis more excellent | 

chan his neighbour : and beſides theſe, tumble; The reward whereof is. glory : for be- 

Hre $8 ory Forth humility. He dare not therefore boaſt himſelfe before Tie King, and 

chiralt himſelfe over-forward inthe preſence of the Prince, whom his eyes doe ſe : 

\ wh6m he ſee moved,he pacifiern by ſtayingofanger, andbya ſoftanſwer breakethaman 

of botie, #vt apgrevating thefaults of others : He that coverethatranſgreſſion, ſeekerh 
foye; but he tit: repeatetha matter, ſeparateth the Prince. Torhep,he isdiligent, ta- 
ing heed to the mouth of the King : and therefore worthily ſtandeth before Kipgs,and 

' not before the baſe ſort : and witha/{true and fuithfull ; when he undertakes anothers ſuit, 
he linger s #02, Eniwing tha The hope that is deferred, is the fainting of the heart; aud 

though A bribe reward is ava ſtone pleaſantin the eyes of them that haye ir,& pro- 

ſpererh whither-ſoever it turneth, (for every man is afriend to him that giveth gifts) 

jet he accounteth the Org of treaſures by a deceitful rongue,to be vanity, toſſed 

| to and fro of them that ſeeke death. | 
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mn 


© Roperence, 
| CF fe s. 


= P:7ygierment preſuppoſet Subjeas, Tn the nuiltitude of the pagple 3s the bo- 

a nour of the King ;end for the wane of people, commeth rhe deſtrution of the 
| Wd Pririce : Of whom God requires, inreſpeB of the Prince, Reverence obedience : That 
they ſhould reverence mid ſeeke theface of thePrince ; narcutfing the' King, {6 zmwb 
|8in their thought, nor therich in their bed-chamber ; bx# fearing theLard,and the 
King, arid nor mediing with the ſeditious;which only ſceke eyill. For. & the Fowle 
i|,of rheHheaven fhall carry the yoice, andthe maſterof the wing declare the marter : 
| To (fer fevenge) a cruellmefſeriger ſhall be ſenr againit them, their deſtrution ſhall 
[arfſe ſaqdenly,'and whoknoweththeirruine.? For their due homage therefore and obe- 
i 47t::ct to Iawes, they takeheed tothe month of the King, and the wbrd of the gath of 
| G&d 5 24dif « Lxw brenaed, they violare ir her , mor firive for innovation.” He that breaks 
\ F rhe hedge, a ſerpent hall bite him. He that removetli ſtones, ſhall hurt himiſclfe 
[they and he that curteth wood, ſhall be in dagger thereby. 4n2.if rhephave oft. 
i [fended, they haſte riot to'poe forth of thePrigces fight, nor ſtarid in an. evillthing : 
| [for he will doe whar-ever pleaſerh: him ; bx rather af thefpiritof him that. ruſcth; 


; | ile upagainſt chem, by ;geneletiefſe pacifiegreat ſinnes. 
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Er e, Ps VE Eſtaxe, 
{morepublikec1. :Regard ro) <Pdert, 
SubjeRs, in reſe® of 5 


| J uſt maintenance of each mans 


44h WT 
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Lnore private ſocieties propriene. 


CTrath of friefifhid. © 


N refpeft of themſelves , he requires due regard of degrees : whether of ſuperiours. The 
Fic ruleththe poore ; audasthe HOPSERe 2s for ſilver, andthe farnace for gold, 
1 


|-® fois every man tried according to his dignity ; /o « they that come from the 
holy place, be nor forgottenin the City, where they have done 17 


inferiours , for, A poore man, if he oppreſſe the poore, is like a raging rainethat lca- 
 vertrno' food! 2 "3e (Teſſerhareppreffh ind) He-that  clefpifertr dis neighb: _ 
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214 _ Salomons Politicks. 
Pr.z..30- linner, and deſtitute of underſtanding : or laſily of equals , and thereingdlet and peace- 
—oYK able demeanoay, not ſtriving with others caulleſie ; not ro begin contentions ; for, the be- 
Pr15 8, ginning of ſtrife isas one that openeth the waters ; therefore ere it be medled with, 
Pr.26.17- he leaveth off: and being provokeddebateth the matter with his neighbour. Aad as he 
pane goes not forth baſtily to ſtrife ; ſo much leſſe doth hetake part 1n mn vlog quarrel; + | 
He that paſſeth by and medleth with the ſtrife thar belongs not to him, 1s as one that 
takes adog by the care ; and one of the ſix things that God hates, is hee thar raiſeth 
up contentions among neighbours © | 
__— « Secondly,mutuall commerce, andenterchange of commodities , without which, no living: 
| The abundance of the earth is over all : and the King conſiſts by the field that is ci]. 
led. The huebandman therefore muſt till his land, that he may be ſatisfied with bread) for, 
Pr.144- much increaſe commerh by the ſtrength of the Oxe : and moreover, hemuſt ſell corne, 
= Pogin ; | thatbleſſings may be upon him;whichif he withdraw, the people ſhall curſe him; { 
chat, the Notfal man, whoſe field is overgrowne with thornes and neteles, 6a: an 
Pr.31.14- il member : And againe, The Merchant muſt bring his wares from farre ; andeach 6 
_a wy trade with other, that both may live, They prepare bread for laughter, and wine com- 
Pr.23.10, forts the living, bur filver n{wereth to all. Foy lf e publi keſocretre, Sreq 4Iired due res 
Prczzat. | ſervation of proprictie, notto remove the ancient boundswhich his fathers have made; 
es ” not to enter intothe field of the farherleſſe ; for he thar redcemeth them, is mighty 
Pr,28:2.2. xot to increaſe his riches by uſury and intereſt, not to haſten overmuch to be rich ; 
© "uY for ſach one knoweth not that poverty ſhall come upon him; andchar an heritage ha- 
each ſtily gotten in the beginning, 1n the end thereof ſhall not be blefled : and that in the 
Pre15 37% meane time, The man that 1s greedy of gaine troubleth his owne houſe. 2. Truth of 
Pr. 18.24. friendſbip. A man that hath friends, ought to.ſhew himſelfe friendly : for a friend is 
'Pra716, [neerer thana brother : Thy owne friend therefore and thy fathers friend forget thou 
p64 not : for whether he reprove thee, The wounds of a lover are faithfull : or whether he ad- 
yy viſe, As ointment and perfumerejoyce the heart, fo doth the ſiwoetneſſe of a mans 
Pr.29.19+ friend by hearty counſell : or whether hee exhort, , iron.ſharpens iron, fo dotha man 
4: ſharpen the face of his friend; and all this or inthe time of proſp rity onely,us commonly, 
Prazs, | Riches gather many friends,and the poore is ſeparated fromhis neighbour : bar con- 
Praj47 | trgrily, A eracfrignd loveth atall times, and a brother is borne for adyerſity ; in al! 
es 1res therefore, as the face in the water anſwers to: face, ſo the heart of man to 
man ; rho yet may nor be ro much pr fea : Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbours 
houſe, leſt he be weary of thee,and hate thee ; neitherenter into thy brothers houſe 
Pr.27.10, in theday of thy calamity : nor apaine,too forwardin proffering tindneſſe to his owne off 
A man deſtitute of underſtanding, toucheth the handand becometh ſtrery. for his | 
neighbour : IF therefore thou art become ſurety for thy neighbour (much more if chou DI 
haſt ſtricken hands with the ſtranger) thou art ſnared with the words of thing owne 
mouth, thou art even taken with the words of thine owne raouth. Doe this now, 
my ſonne, ſeeing thou art come into the hand of thy neighbour (or having takena 
pledge for thy ſuretiſhip) goe and humble thy ſelfe, and folicite thy friends : 
Give no ſleepe to thine eyes, nor ſlumber co thine eye-lids. Deliver 
thy ſelfe as a Doe from the hand of the Hunter, and as a bird 


Pr.13 15, | fromthe handof the Fowler, andrakeir for a ſure 
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rele, He that hateth ſureriſhip,is ſure. 
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FAMILTE. 


wiſdome, 
Stayedneſſe, 
Thr if] Es 


85 He an is the head, and guide of the family ;, 1 whom wiidome is good | ... < 
with an inherirance : for Through wiſdome an houſe is buildedand | £:34. 
eſtabliſhed : which dire#s him x doe all things in due order; firſt,topre- " 
pare his worke without, and then after, to build hishouſe ; and chere- | 7 
with ſtayedneſſe. For,asa bird that wandreth from her neſt, ſoisa man | ** 

* that wandreth from hisowne place ; and(which « the chiefe tay of hs 
efate)thriftineſſe, for Hee that troubleth his owne houſe (by excefſe) ſhall inherit the Sq 
wind:& the foole ſhalbe ſervant to the wiſe in heart:for which parpoſe he ſhall find, chat centred 
The houle of the righreous ſhall have much treaſare,while the revenues of thewics | pr 15.6 
ked1s but trouble : or if not mach , yer Better is4 little with the feare of the Lord, than | Pc.15.16, 
great treaſure,and trouble therewith : Howſoever, therefore, let him bee content with his | 
e/tare; Lerthe Lambs be ſufficient for his cloathing,and let the Goats be the price of | þ. .._ 
his field. Let the milk ofhis Goars be ſafficient for his food, for the food of his fami- | pr 25.57 
ly, and the ſuſtenance of his maids: azd if he have much revenue, let him looke for muth 
expence, For, When goods increaſe, they are increaſed that ear them : and what good | F© 5: 39: 
 commeth to the owners thereof, but the beholding thereof with their eyes? 


THE HUSBAND. 
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fp. 1. The Head of the Family : 
in whom # required 


Wiſely, 
F. 2. Who muſt veare hinBlpdchoth NM 
Luietly, and cheeref ully. 


E that findeth a wife, findeth a good thing, & receiveth favour of the Lord: | Pr.18.32, 
"= hs muſt therefore bebave himſelfe, 1. wiſely, as the guide of her yourh:: asthe| Pr.z17. 
= Head ro which ſhe isa Crowne. 2. Ebaſtly, Drinke the water of thineowne | p,7%4: 
Ciſterne,and the rivers out of the middeſt of thine owne Well. Thi matrimoniaBlovel 
muſt be pure and cleere not muddy and troubled, Letthy fountaines flow forth,and the: 
nyersof waters in the ſtreets;the ſweet and comfortable fruits of bleſſed mariage,jn plenti-| P's 16. 
fall1ſſw::Burler rhem be thine alone,and not the ſtrangers with thee. This love abides | 
n0 pareners: for this were to give thine honour unto others, 8& thy ſtrength tothe cru- Bet: 
c11:{0 thouldrhe ſtranger be filled with thy ſtrength,&(as rhe ſubſtance will be with the EGS 
«fe#tions) thy labours fhould be in the houſe of a ſtranger ; and thou ſhile mourne | 
(which & the beſt ſucceſſe hereef)) at thine end, when thou haſt conſumed (beſides thy | 555-01 
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| Pr.6.25. 


Pr.6.26. 
Pr.6.26. 
Pr 6.37. 
Pr.6.28. 


Pr.6.29. 


Pr.6.30« 
Pr,6.3T+ 
Pr 6.3% 
Pr.G-33» 


Pr.,6.34+ 


Pr&.35» 
Pr.9 1 Te 


Pr,g.1 $3. 


'Pr:5.3: 
Pros. 4+ 
Pr.5.5. 
Pr.23«27« 
Pr.32.14. 
Pr.15.17, 
Pr.171. 
Pr.19.11. 


Pr.17.9% 
Ec.9 9. 


Pr.12.4. 
Pr.31.10« 


Pr.31.11+ 
Pr.3.27. 


| Pr.7.6. 
Pr.7.7. 
Pr.7.8. 
Pr «7 Je 


P ſr Jo! 0. 


| Pr.7.1 Q 


218 


Pr.z.1$.19. 


Mo 
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goods) thy fleſh and thy body, and ſay, How have Lhared inſtruction, mw -| 
deſpiſedcorreCtion ? I wasalmoſt Juzgca into all evill, of ſunne and HT ps pk 
whicFts moſt ſhamefull, in the mdf | 5 4G at 


y_=_ 
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Jalomons Oeconomicks. 


| ————— 


> i CAL COTE TEE SI 


tn, 


| of the afſembly, i rhe face of thewarld. ] 

fors that thine owne Fountainebe bleſſed, and rejoyce with the wie of Fs wt 
Let her be as the loving Hind, & pleaſant Roe:ler her breits farisfie thee at all tim T 
anderre thou in her love contiqually;For why ſhouldeſt rhou delight,my ſonne th | 


ſtrange woman ; or(whether in affe#10n,or a)embrace the bolome of a ſtranger 

the > hk of man are before a ofthe Yr he pondereth all 107-10k 2 
if thy godleſneſſe regard not thar,yet for thine ownſake, Delire not her beauty in thy he l 
Neither lether take thee with her eye-lids; for becauſe ofthe whoriſh woman, a1 uh 
is brought toa morſeil of bread, yea ro rhe very busks:and more thanthat, a Woman = 
hunt forthe precious life ofa man. Thos ſayeſt thou can ſt eſcape this atuall de Rowen l 
Can a man take fire in his boſome,and his clothes not be burnt? Or can a man 0 wh 
on coles.and his feet not be burnt? So hee that goeth in to I1sneighbours wilt 0 
not be innocent, whoſoever toucheth her:Th4 uze & farre more odioms than theſ; I: 
men doe not deſpiſe aTheefe when he ſteaſcth to ſarisfie his ſoule, becauſe he 2 ok 
ory:But if he be found, he ſhallreſtore ſeven-fold,or he ſhall give all the ſiblianceer 
his houſe;r4t 55 accepred. But hee that commits adultery with a woman, is mad : be 
that would deſtroy his owne ſoule,let him doe it : Fo7,he ſhall finda woundand ti 
honour, and his reproach ſhall never be pur away : Wether s5 rhe danger leſſe hes F ; 
ſhame. For, jealoufie is the rage ofaman: therefore the wronged hucband will nor f wn 
in theday of vengeance. He cannot beare the ſight of any ranſome : neither will: : 
conſent to yemit it, though thoumultiply thy gifts. And:hozgh ſtolne waters be "anni 
and hid bread be pleaſant 79 our corrupt taſte, yet the adult ercr knows not that che dead 
are there:and that her | ag arein the deeps of hell, that her houſe tendeth to death: |C: 
And howſoever her lips drop asan honey-comb, and hermouth is more ſoft thanoile, | | 
yet the end of her is bitter as worme-wood,and ſharp as a two-edged ſword: her feet 
goe downe to death,and her ſteps take hold of hell:zea,the mouth of the ſtrange wo- 
mai is adeepe pit,and he with whom the Lord is angry, ſhall fall into it. 

3- Quietly aug loving : for,Better is a dinner of greene herbs where love is, than 
ſtalled Oxe,and hatred therewith: yea,Better is adry morſell, ifpeace be with Ie.chai 
an houſe full of ſacrifices with ſtrife. 4ndif he find ſometime cauſe of blame, The di [cre- 
tion of a mandeferreth his anger, and his glory is to paſſe by an offence : and only Hee 


| that coveretha tranſgreſſion,ſeeketh loye:Rejoicewith thy wife whom thou haſt o- 


vedall the dayes ofthe life of thy vanity, which Godhath given theeunder the $ 
Fo my is thy portion in this life. Andin the travels wo 6 thou arte 
the Dunne. 


THE WIFE. 


L. Faithfull to her huband_not wanton. 
2. Obedjent. ” 
3-Diſcreet, 
BE 4. Provident and houſe-wife-like, 
Verruous wite 15 the Crowne of her husband: Who ſhall find ſich a one? for 
her price isfarre aboye the pearles. She & true to ber hu«bands bed ; ſuch asthe 
heart of her husband may truſt to, as knowing that ſhe ts tied to him by the Co- 
venant of God ; not wanton ard uncha fte «ſuch one as 1 once ſaw from the window of 1) 
houſe : I looked thorow my window, and ſaw among the fooles, and confidered 
among the children a young man wanting wit, who paſſed thorow the ſtreet by her 
corner, and went towardher houſe, in the twilight in the evening, when che night 
| began tobee blacke and darke, ſo as hee thought bimſelfe unſeene and behold, there 
met him (the ſame hee ſought for) a WOIman with an harlots faſhion : and cloſe in heart, 
«s opexin her habit, Shee 1s bablingand perverſe ; whoſe feet contrary to the man 
of al modeft wives, which only atcaine honour)cannot abidein her houſe, but are ev# 


þ.3. Shee muſt bee 


| Pr.11.16. 


\ Prqay. gadding. Now tet is without he gates, now inthe ſtreets,and lieth in wait in ever) 
POO - COrner:er at the leaſt ſitteth at the doore of her houſe,ona ſeat in the hie places ofth® 
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Salomons Oeconomicks. 


4 _ 
* — 


© Giry: o he(oo fgingrobe ſliced) canght him by the nckeand ile himpantwich 


an impudent face ſaid tnto him, I have the fleſh of peace-offerings, (both good cbraxg; 
and Religion pretended)this day haye I paid my vowes: therefore I came forth, yn pur: 
poſe to meet thee, that I might. earneſtly ſecke thy face, of aZotvers ; and now, how 
happy am 1,that 1 have found thee I have decked my bed with ornaments, withour, 
raines,and ſtrings of Fgypt:I have perfumed my bed with Mirth, Aloes,and Cinna- 


let us take our pleaſure in dalliance ; feare nothing, For my husband is not at home, he 
is gone a journey farre off, »eicher needeſt thou to doubt his returie , for, hee hath taken 
with him a bag of filyer, and will come home at his ſer day : ſooner he cannot, this ſhee 
ſaid: what followed ? By the abundance of rhe ſiveetneſle of her {peech,ſhe cauſed him 
ro yeeld : and with the flattery of her lips;ſhe enticed him; and ſtraightwayes he fol- 
lowes her, as an Oxe goeth to the ſlaughter, and asa took to the ſtocksfor cor 
on, tilla Dart ſtrike thorow his Liver, che ſear of is 1uſt:or as abird haſteneth t 
ſnare,and knoweth not that it i againſt his owne life: thus fhee dvth aud when ber hi 
| band rexurnes, ſhee wipeth her mourh and faith, T have nor committed iniquiity.(2.) 
She i dutifult and obedient , by a loft anſwer appealing wrath : nor hatefull ; for whom, 
a whole world is moved; or ftlubborne, not quayrellow : for, theicontentions(audbraw: 
lings) of a wife , are likea continual dropping in'the day of raine : a diſcoxsfore c0'the 
huband,a rotting eo the houſe.So,It is better to dwell in a corner of the houſe top;than 
wih a contentious woman ina wide houſe. 4ndrhough, for ſociety, Two bee better 
than one ; et Is is better to dwell alone in the Wilderneſſe, than with a contentious 
and angry woman. For herein as his prife cannot be avoyded, ſo his ſhame cannot be concei- 
ved.For,He thar hideth her, hideth the wind ; and ſhe is as oyle in his right hand, thar 
urtereth it ſelfe. Er tt. eerenr Bron eel 
FLabours, . 
| Bargaines, : Pb 
1s her ones —_  CHerſelfe, 
perſon ; | Liberal pro- YThe poore, __ . 
EE ABionr,| - | I viſlonfor ] Higband, 
S. 4. The good bouſe- | Her fawit, E: 
Wiſe(Prov,3 I.) ſets he þ 7 h / ; SE DEMS. 
forth by ber © fs the over fight of ter fewiy.... 


| Specter, 
1,Poſpeſition. 


the fooliſh deſtroyeth itwith her owne hands : axd Asa ring of goldina 
fines ſnout, ſo 1s a faire woman which lacketh diſcretion. 4. Laſtly,ſhe & care- 
full and houſe-wife-like, ſo as She will doe her husband good,and nor evill.,all the dayes 


3 S He is moreover Eine and diſcreet. A wiſe woman builderh her houſe, bur 


ſeeketh wooll and flax, and laboureth cheerefully with her hands.She riſeth while it 


pytteth her hands to the wheele, and her hands handle the ſpindle : or whether, ro hey 
bargaines;, She conſidererh a field, and getterh it, and with the fruit ofher hand ſhee 
pPlanteth a Vineyard. She is like the Ship of Merchants, ſhee bringerh her food from 
farre:ſhe feeleth that hermerchandiſe is good, her candle is not put out by night:ſhe 


when he fits with the Elders of the Land: 2.For her (elfe,She makerh her ſelfe carpers, 
ine linnen and purple is her garment: 3.For ber ſervants,She feareth nor the ſhow for 
her family,for all her family is clothed with Scarlet: For the poore, She ſtretcheth out 
her handsto the poore, and putteth forth her hands to the needy: For her over-ſight if 
herfamily, She giveth the portion to her houſhold,and the ordinary(or flint of worke) 


to her maids : ſhe over-ſeeth the wayesof her houſhold, and eateth not thebreadof 
dleneſſe. For herſpecches;ſhe openeth her mouth with wiſdome,and the law of grace 


|mon,that we may lye ſweer, Come goe,let us take our fill of loves, untill the morning, 


of her life : For as for her a#ions in her owne perfon, whether you look to her labours : Shee| 


is yet night : She girdeth her loynes with ſtrength, and ſtrengrtheneth her armes.She |P 


maketh ſheers and ſelleth them,and giverh girdles unto the Merchants; or whether $0 | 
-\ her liberal proviſion; For her hucband,who is knowne in the gates(by her neat furniſhing) 
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Salomons Occonomicks. 
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is in her tongue. Laſtly,Strength and honour is her clothing.and inthe latter Day ſhe | 
ſhallrejoyce. So worthy ſhe 15 in all theſe, that her owne children cannot containe,bur riſe | © 
Pr.31.28, upand call her bleſſed;and her husband ſhall praiſe her,and ſay, Many daughters haye 
Pr.z1-29- | |done yertuouſly,but thou ſurmounteſt them all : Favour 15 deceitfull, andbeanty js 
Pr.3139- vanity ; but a woman that feareth the Lord,ſhe ſhall be praiſed : Since therefore ſhee is 
ſo well-deſerving, Give her of the fruit of her owne hands, and let her owne workes 
praiſe her. : | 


1 
—_— wo + OED CCI i. Oo ee a rn —_— 


Pr,z1.3t» 


PARENTS. 
Son 


$. 5. #ho owe to their thildren,e Inflration, 
Correton, 

Arents and children are the next paire , which doe give mucy joy to each other : Chil. | 
drens children ate the crowne of the Elders, .and the glory of the children are 
their fathers :7o which purpoſe, she Parent owet') to the child, 1, Proviſion. A good 
Pra13.3ta1 man ſhall give inheritance to his childrens children. All the labour, wherein hee hath 
Ec.2.18, travelled, he ſhall leave to the man that ſhall be after him. And who knoweth whether 
bed he ſhallbe wiſe or fooliſh? yet ſhall he rule over all his labour, wherein he hath labou- 
red, and ſhewed himſelfe wiſe under the Sunne. Heve are therefore two groſſe vanities 
Ec,4.8. | which I have ſeene : the oe, There is onealone,and there is not a ſecond, which hath 
+ neither ſonne nor brother: yet there 1snone endof his travel], neither can his eye ee 
fatisfied with riches ; neither doth herhink, For whom doe I travell, and defraud my 
| | ſoule of pleaſure ? The other contrary ; riches reſerved tothe owner thereof for their 
796 > evill. And theſe richesperiſh in his evill buſinefſe ; and he begettetha ſonne, audin| 
porr'g his hand is nothing, 2. Inſtru&tion andgood education : for, He that begetterh' a foole 


Pr.t7.2x. broad naturally, or by ill-breeding) begetteth himſelfe ſorrow, and the father of 1 
ROSE. oole can have no joy. Andtherefore, Teach a child in the trade of his way, and when 
Es he is old, he ſhall not depart from it. 3.Correion: He that ſpareth his rod, hateth his 
ſonne : but hee that loverh him, chaſteneth berime ; for fooliſhneſſe is bound in the 
heartof achild : the rod of correttion ſhall drive it from him : yea, there xc pet great 
Pr.2g.15. | benefit of due chaftiſment , for, The rod and corre@tion givyelife: but achild ſer at liber- 
| ty, makes his mother (who « commonly faulty this way) aſhamed ; yea, more thanſhane, 
\pratlf | death, and bellfollow to the childupon indulgence : (onely) If thou ſmite him with the 
Pr.4.3 ba rod, he ſhall not dye: If thou ſmite him with the rod, thou ſhalt deliver his ſoule from 
Pr.g.17. hell. Theugh thy ſonne therefore be tender and dearein thy ſight ; Corre& him, and he 
Pra1g.18. will give thee reſt,and will give pleaſures to thy ſoule : wherefore,Chaſten him while 
Pr.19.19- there is hope; and let not thy ſoule ſpare, to his deſtru&tion. The ſonne thar is of a Þ 
great ſtomacke, ſhall endure puniſhment : and though thou deliver him, yet thou 

ſhalt take himin hand againe. COL, FE 


CHILDREN. 


Inſiruflions, 
Commandements, 
þ. 6. Their duties :YSubmiſion to correfion. 
mY if cheir Parents effate, 
| of their owne carriage. 


| bens £2 Ar Sonne rejoyceth the father, and the father of the righteous ſhall greatly 


[ Pr.23.24. rejoyce; whereas the fooliſh is the calamity of his Parents : Conerarily, 1f thou 

Pra9.13 beea wiſe ſonne, or loveſt wiſdome, thy father and thy mother ſhall bee glad, 
x 4.8 and ſhee that bare thee ſhall rejoyce. Sch an one is, firſt, obedient , for, a wile ſonne 
Pr zr.r. will heare andobey the inſtruction ofhis father, and not forſake his mothers reacht- 
pg . |ing; ex, in everyiommand; he will obey himthatbegot him, and nor deſpiſe hs 
|Þ:.c:0. © | Mother whenſhe is old ; not upon any occaſion curſing bis Parents (as there is a genera” 
tion that doth :) for, Hee that curſerh his father, or mother, his light ſhall beput ot 
in obſcure darknefle ; »ot mocking and (corning them: for,The eye that mocketh his fa- 
ther, & deſpiſcth the inſtruction of his mother, the Ravens of the Valley ſhall pick 1! 
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Lis. 11h. Salomons Occonomicks. 


out,and the young Eagles eat it : and not obedient to connſe onlr, but ro flripes, He that 
hareth corre&ion,1is afoole : and he rhat regardeth t,is prudent. For, thoſe corre&Qi- 
ons that are for inſtruction, are the way of life : therefore, he that hateth them ſhall 
dye.Secondly,carefull both 1. of their eftate : He that robbeth his father and mother,and 
faith it is no tranſgreſſion,is acompanion of a man that deſtroyerh ; azd 2 .of bis owne 
carriage : for, alewd and ſhamefull child deſtroyerh his father, and chaſerth away his 
mother. Let therefore even the child ſhew himſelfe ro bee knowne by his doings, 
whether his worke bee pure and right : ſo his fathers reynes ſhall rejoyce, when hee 
ſpeakesh,aed doth righteons things. 


THE MASTER, AND SERVANT. 


O08 dent for his ſervant. 
 Crooſecure, 
Not. 
$.7.4 too familiar. 
| Faithful, 
| The Servant muſt bee 
Dilipens. | 
He ſergant i no (mall commodity to hu Maſter.He that is deſpiſed, and hath a ſer- | Faz.g. 
| ; yant ofhis owne, is better than he that boaſts(whe: her of Gentry,or wealth)and 
wanteth bread. The Maftcr.,therefore uſt provide ſufficiency of food for his fa- 
mily,and ſuſtenance for his maids : who alſo as he may nor be over-rigorous in puniſhing, 
| or xoting offences, ſometimes not hearing his ſeryant,that eurſeth him:ſo nor roo familiar, | Ec7-23- 
for heethar delicately bringeth up his ſeryant from his youth, ar length he will be as | 7%" 
his ſonne. He muſt i herefore be ſometimes ſevere,more than inrebukes;(For, A ſervant will | Pr-29 19. 
not be chaſtiſed with words:and though he underſtand, yet he will not regard) er ſo 
as bee have refpeR ever to his good deſervings 2 A diſcreet ſervant ſhall rule overa lewd | 7 
ſon : and hee ſhall divide the heritage among his brethren. 7» a»ſwer whereto, che good 
ſervant maſt be fairhfull unro bis ter, As the cold of ſhow in the rime of harvelt,ſo 
is a faithfull Meſſenger, to them that ſend him, for he refreſhech the ſoule of his Ma- | Pr.13. 17: 
ſter. A wicked Meſſenger falleth into evill:but a faithful Ambaſſador is preſervation; 
| and 2., diligent whether in charge;Be diligent to know the eſtate of thy flocke(0/ rather, Ta 
the face of thy cattell)and rake heed to the heards : or in his atrendance, He that 
keepeth his Fig-rree,ſhall carof the fruit of it;fo he that carefu#y waiteth 
on his Maſter,ſhall cone to honour;wherecontrarilyin both theſe, As Pc.100s. 
Vineger to the teeth;and ſmoke to the eyonld 1s aſloth- 

full Meſſenger to them char ſend him. 


| The Maſter muſt bee 
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MY SINGVLAR GOOD 
LORD, AND PATRON, 


Erwarrd Lord Dz nwxy, Baron 


of Waltham, eAll Grace and 
Happincſle. 
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EIS Hen I would have withdrawne my hand from 


f 


ther ſpend my time in admiration, than eApology. Surely, bere 1 


nothing that ſavours not of extaſie, and ſpirtuallraviſbment ,nei- 
ther was there ever ſo bigh and paſſionate a ſpeculation delivered by 


#, by ſo muoh more difficult. Ft 1 well, if theſe miſteries can bee 
found out by ſearching. Two things make the Scripture bard : 
Prophecies, eAllegories ; both are met in thu © but the latter ſo 
ſen{bly to the weakeſt eyes , that tha whole Paſtarall-marriage- 
ſong ( for ſuch it 8) a no other than one eAllegory ſweetly conti- 
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nued : where the deepeſt things of G od are ſpoken in Riddles, how 
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The Epiſtle Dedicarorte. 2 


can there be but obſcurity and divers conſtrufion ? eAll judge. ' 
meter wull vor Cf inn) ſaeribe tomy ſenſes yer bave been. 
| fearefull and ſpiritually nice, not often diſſenting from all nter. 
preters ; alwaies, from the unlikelieſt, Jr would bee roo tedious to 
give my account for every line : let the learned ſcan and judge, 
 What-ever others cenfures be, your Honours was favourable, and 
| (as to all mine) full of loye and incouragement. T hat, therefore, 
hich it pleaſed you to allowifyom my pen, vouchſafe to receive 
from the Preſſe , mare commop, not leſſe acvoged tg.304s Wihay g 
there of mine thao not joy.jn_ your name, gnd bgaſt "it ſelfein 
ſerving y0u ? T o whoſe foule and peaple, 1 have long agone adi; 
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Dialogue. TheChurchtoCunis rt. 


—— 


1. Let him kiſſe me withthe kiſſes of his mouth , for thy love is better than wine. 


@H that he would beſtow upon me the comfortable teſtimonies of his love, 
8 and that he would yonchſafe me yer aneerer conjunction with himſelfe; 
S/N as in glory hereafter, fo for the meane time in his ſenſible graces! For thy 
S>--4 love,O my Saviour, and theſe fruits of it, are more ſweet nnto me, than 
all earthly delicates can be to the bodily talte. 


$6240.0% Al} 24, AC MES a Bs gp: SR ere we ae 1% 


2. Becauſe of the ſavouy of thy good opntments, thy name is as an oyntment powred our : 
therefore the I, irgins love thee. 


Yea,ſo wonderfully pleaſant are the favours of thoſe graces that are in thee, where- 
with I defire tobee endued, that all whom thou haſt bleſſed with the ſenſe thereof, 
make as high and deare account of thy Goſpell, wherby they are wrought, asof ſome 
precious ointment,or perfume:the delight whereof's ſuch, thar(hereupon)the pure 
and holy foules of the fairchfull place their whole affeftion upon thee. 


2.Draw me, we will run after thee : the Lig bath brought me into his chambers, we will 


rejoyce, and bee glad inthee 3 wee will remember thy love, more than wine, the righteous 
doe love thee. 
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Pull me therefore out from the bondage of my ſinnes:deliver me fromthe world, 
and doe thou powerfully incline my will and affections toward thee : andin ſpighr 
of alltentarions,give me ſtrength tocleayeunto thee ; and then both I, and all thoſe 
faithfull children thou haſt given mee, ſhall all at once with ſpeed and earneſtneſle | 
walke to thee,and with thee: yea, when once my Royall and glorious Husband hath | 
brought me both into theſe lower rooms of his ſpirituall treaſures on earth,and into 
his heavenly chambers of glory, then will we rejoyce and beglad in none, bur thee, 
which ſhalt be all inall to us : then will we celebrate and magnifie thy love above all 
the pleaſures we foundupon earth ; for all of us rhy righteous ones,both Angels and 
Saints, are inflamed with the loye of thee. 


| | 
4. 1 amblacke, O daughters of teruſalem, but comely : If 16be as the tents of Kedar, yer 
I am as the curtainesof Salomon. 


Never upbraid me (O ye forraine congregations) that I ſeeme in outward appea- 
rance diſcoloured by my infirmities, and duskiſh with tribulations: for whatſoever I 
ſeeme to you, Iam yet inwardly well-tayoured inthe eyesof him whom I ſecke to 
pleaſe; and though I be to you blacke, like the rents of rhe Arabian ſhepherds; yet 
| tohim,and in him, I am glorious and beautifull, like the Curtaines of Saloxzon. , 
ITE. ES 72.7. +. 
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Ss Ti Song of Songs 
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5. Regard ye me not, becauſe I @w blacke : for th: Sane bath looked upon me zthe ſonnes 
of my mother were angry againſt me : they made me keeper of 1h2 vines , but 1 kept not mine_ 
owne vine, © Fo | 


Look not therefore diſdainfully upon me,becauſe Iam blackiſh,and dark of hiews- 
for this colour is not ſo much naturallto me, as cauſed by that continuall hear of af. 
flitions wherewith I have beene uſually ſcorched : neither this, fo muchupon my 
owne juſt deſert, as upon the rage and envy of my falſe brethren, the world : who 
would needs force upon me the obſeryation of rheir idolatrousreligions, and ſuper- 
ſtitious impieties ; through whoſe wicked importunicie, and my owne weaknefle, ] 
havenotſo entirely keptrthe ſincere truth of God committed to me, as I ought. 


6 Shew me,0 thou whom my ſouleloveth where thou feedeſt, where thou lieft at noone; 
for why ſhould 1 be as ſbe that turneth aſide to the flocks of thy companions ? 


Now therefore that. I am ſome little ſtarted a{ide from thee, O thou whom m y 
ſoule notwithſtanding dearely loveth, ſhew mze, I beſcech thee, where,and in what 
wholeſome and divine paſtures thou (like a good ſhepherd) feedeſt and reſteſt thy 
flocks with comfortable refreſhings,in the extremity of theſe hot perſecutions: tor | 
| how can it ſtand with thy glory,that I ſhould, through thy negleR, thus ſi uſpicioully 

wander up and downe,amongſt the congregations of them that both command and 
| pra&iſe the worſhip of falſe gods? 


Canisr, to the Church. 
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7: If thon know nor,O thou the faireſt among womep, get uhce forth by the ſteps of the flick, 
andfeed ihy Kids above the tents of rhe ſhepherds. \ Fs 


Þ thou know not,O thou myChurch,whom I both eſteeme and have made moſt 


beaurcifull by my merits, and thy ſandification, ſtray not amongſt theſe falſe wor- | 

A ſhippers,but follow the holy ſteps of thoſe bicſfed Patriarkes, Prophets, Apoſtles, | 
| which have beene my true and ancient flock, who have both knowne my voyce,and 
followed me ; and feed thou my weak and tender ones with thistheir ſpirituall food | 
of life, farre above the carnall reach of thoſe other falſe teachers. 


8. I have compayed thee,O my love,to the troups of horſes inthe chariots of Pharaoh, 


Such is mine eſtimarion of thee, O my Love,that ſofarre as the choiſeſt Fgyptian 
| horſes of Pharaeh, for comely ſhape, for honourable ſervice, for ſtrengrh and ſpeed, 
exceed all other,ſo farre thou excelleſt all that may be compared with thee. 


9. Thy cheekes are comely with rowes of flones, and hy necke with chaines. 


Thoſe parts of thee, which both are the ſeats of beauty, and moſt conſpicuous to 
theeye, are gloriouſly adorned with the graces of my fanctification ; which are for 
\ their worth as ſo many precious borders of the goodlieſt ſtones,or chaines of pearle. 


10. We will make thee borders of gold with ſtuds ef ſilver. | | 


| Andthoughthoubee already thus ſet forth; yet I and my Father have purpoſeda 
further ornament unto thee, inthe more plentiful effuſion of our Spiritupon thees 


which ſhall be tothy former deckings, in ſtead of pure gold curiouſly wrought with 
ſpecks of filyer. | 
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The Church. 
11. #hile the King was at his repaſt ny (þ1 kenard gave the ſmell thereof. 


Ehold(O yeedaughtersevennow, whiles my Lord and King ſcemes farre dl- 
B ſtant from me,and firs inthe Throne of heayen amongitthe companies of An- 
gels(who attend aroundupon him)yet now doe I find him preſent with me 1 

| ſpirit : even now the ſiveer influence of his graces, like to ſome precious oyntment; | 
ſpreads itfelfe over my ſoule, and returnesapleaſant favour into his owne yoſthrils. 


12, Mywelbeloved is as a bundle of mirrh unto me, lying bermeene my breſts. 


And theughT be thus delightfull ro my Saviour,yet nothing ſomuch as he is unto 
me: for loe,as ſome fragrant pomander of mirch;laid berweene the breſts,ſends up 2 
ns RS ; mo 
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moſt comforable ſent ; ſd his love, laid cloſe unto my heart,doth ſtill give me conti- 
nuall and unſpeakable refreſhings. | 


13. My welt-beloved is as a cluſter of Cypers unto me among the vines of Engeday, 


Or ifany thing can be of more excellent yertue, ſuch ſmell asthe cluſters of Cy- 
pers berries, within the truitfullt, pleaſanet, and richeſt Vineyards and gardens of 
Tudza, yceld unto the paſſengers ; ſuch and more delectable doe I find the favour of 
his grace to me. 

Cur i5r. 


14. My Love,bcoold thou art f.nre, thine eges are like the Doves. 


behold, mm mine etes,thus clothed as thou art with my righreouſnefſe,oh how 
faire and glorious thou art ! how above all compariſon glorious and faire | 
Thine eyes, which are thy ſeers, (Prophets, Apoſtles, Miniſters) and thoſe inward 
eyes, whereby thou ſeeſt him that is inviſible;are full of grace,chaſtiry, 1mplicity. 


The Conrch. 
I5. A 'J well-beloved,behold hou art fair e and pleaſant:alſo oar bed us greene. | 


N_« then(O my fiveet Saviourand Spouſe thou alone art that faire and plex- 


NES doeſt thon on my part loſe any ofthy love, O my deare Church : for 


ſantone indeed, from whole fulneſſe I confeſſe to have receivedal. this little 
meaſure of my ſpirituall beauty : and behold, from this our muruall delighr, 
and heavenly conjundion, there ariſeth a plentifull and flourithing increaſe of rhy 
fairhfullones in all places,and through all times. 


16. Tye beames of our houſe are Cedars, our galleries are of Firre. 


Andbehold,the congregations of Saints,the places where we do ſweetly conyerſe 
and walk together,arc both firme andduring(like Cedars amongſt the trees)not ſab- | 
ject,through thy protecting grace, to utter corruption ; and through thy favourable, 
acceptation and word (like to galleries of fweet wood) full of -3%o' in and con- 
centment. . 


—C—C————C _———— — — _— 


Caae. II. 


mm ——— Ro 


Cnnilsr. 
I. 1 am thz Roſe of the fierd,and the Li !y of the wall:yes. 


| PR Hou haſt not without juſt cauſe magnified me, O my Church : for,as the fai- 
EIES reſt ard ſweeteſt of all lowers which the earth yeeldeth,theRoſe and Lilly | 
of the valleyes,excell for beaury,for pleaſure,for uſe, the moſt baſe and odi- 

| ous weeds that grow:{o doth my grace,toall them that have felt the fiveernes there- 
of,ſurpaſſe all worldly contentments; 


, oo 
2. Liſe a Lilly among the thornes, ſo 1s my Love among t9e daughters. 


Neither is this my dignity alone:bur rhou,O my Spouſe(rhat thou maiſt bee a fic 
match for meJart thus excellent above the world, thar no Lilly can be more in good-} 


ly ſhew beyond the naked thorne, than chou in thy glory thou teceiveſt from mee, 
erik all the aſſemblies of aliens andunregenerates. 


| The Church. 


men 1 under his ſhadow had 1 delight, and ſate downe ; and fruir was {weet unto my 
794th, : : 


| Nd(toreturne thine own? praiſes)as ſome fruirfull and well-growne Apple- 
A tree, in compariſon of all the barren trees of the wilde forreſt, ſo art thou (O 


3-Lile the Apple-tree among the trets of che foreſt, ſo is my well-beloved among the ſons of | 


k my beloved SayiourJto me, in compariſon of all men, and Angels;under chy | 
Fe | comforrable | 
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comfortable ſhadow alone, have I eyer wont to find fate ſhelter againſt all mine ai 
&ions,all my tenrations and infirmities, again{t all the curſes of the Law,and dan ers A 
ofjudgement,and to coole my ſelfe after all the ſcorching beames of thy F athers dil. 
pleaſure, and (beſides) to feedand fatisfie my foule with the foyeraigne fruir of thy 
holy Word,unto eternall life. 


4. He brought me into the wine-cellar,and love ws his banner over me, 


| Hee hath graciouſly ledmee by his Spirit, intothe mid{t of the myſteries of gagj;. 
 nefſe; and harhplentifully broached unto mee the ſweet wes of his Scriptures ang 
Sacraments. And look how ſoutdiers are drawne by their colours from place to place 

and cleave faſt to their enſigne: ſo his loyve,which he {pred forchin my heart, was my 
 onely banner, whereby I was both drawne to him,directed by hum, andfaſtenedyp. 
' on him. 


————_— - — —— — —_ m—_ I - VOTE he 
- - = _ C5 So gr I <a —_—— OO L | = 
jt _ I - , hd - 5 
4 wh 2 4 _ _— "I00 IS "- TOs SED TSS 
i - = CITY ” nc = ——_— 
_— —— k. 8 - E 3-= G . —_— bm — — 
- yy nm. D om "2D EI: n=" ns = , : —_ 
= IX EEE. EV = - 0 ” 2m 
- b oy RR a = _ % ” 
- © 2 o -_ Ge 2 a we. EE” _ = 2 =; ; = h 
—_— ” ” —_ a Ge _ = 

ct Ss 


—_ = h 
_ y- ———C— 
qt Ha; _— 4 pg ><—<-—_ 
2 = 0 — 


—_— _ 
jones I 


8 4 Fm ha 2/7 


CET cores AAS 
NN —— | 
< 23 : EY, LS 
- rome © er - 
— — - C 
— —— mY HE I 
_ _ ——— - a 
S = EY, > . 
= $a ie GO =D A LATE OE T2 0 i 
"2" NOR" = —_ 


5. Stay me with flagons,and comfort me with apples: for I am ſicke of love. 


Andnow,O yeefaithfull Evangeliſts, Apoſtles, Teachers, apply unto me with a 

| care and diligence,all the cordiall promiſes of the Goſpell : theſe are the full Flagong 

of that ſpiritnall wine, which onely can cheere up my ſoule ; theſe are the Applesof 

| that Tree of life.inthe middeſt of the Garden, which can feed mee to 1mmortality, 

Oh come and applytheſe unto my heart : for I am even overcome with a longing 
expectation and defire of my delayed glory. 


| 


 Andwhyles I am thus ſpiritually languiſhing in this agony of deſire, let my Sayi- 
our imploy both his hands to releeye mine infirmity : let him comfort my headand |(| 
my heart,my judgement and affections, (which both complaine of weakneffe) with 
the lively heatof his gracious embracements : and ſo let us ſiweetly reſt together. 


| 
| 
6. His left hand be under my head © and let by right hand embrace me. 


7. 7 charge you,O daughters of Teruſalem, by the Rees and by the Hinds of the field, that 


ze ſtirre n08 1p nor waken my Love, until be pleaſe, 
| 


In the meane time, I charge you(O all yee that profefle any friendſhip or affinity 
! with me)I charge you, by whatſoeyer is comely,deare and pleaſantunto you, asyou 
; Will avoid my uttermoſt cenſures, take heed how you vex and diſquiet my mercitull 
! Sayiour, and grieve his Spirit, and wrong hisname, with your vaine and lewd con- 
; verfation ; and doenot dare, by the leaſt provocation of your finne, to interrupthis 
| PEace. 


| | 
\ B, 1t ts the voyce of my well-beleved: behold, he commetb leaping by the mountaines, and ; 
| Skipping by the hills. 


Loc,I have no ſooner called, but he heares and anſwers me with his loving voyce: 
| neither doth he only ſpeake to me afarre,but hee comes to mee with much willing- 
nefſe and celeritie ; ſo willingly, that no humane reſiſtance can hinder him, neither 
the hillocks of my leſſer infirmitiez, nor the mountaines of my grofſſer ſinnes (once 
repented of) can ſtay his mercifull paſe towards me. 
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| 9. Myweltbelovedis like a Roe,or a young Hart : loe,he ftandeth behind onr wall, looking 
for 1 of the windowes 9 ſhewing himſelfe thorow the grates. | | | 


So ſwiftly, that no Roe or Hind can fully reſemble him in this his ſpeed and nim- 
blenefſe : and loe,evennow,before I can ſpeake it,is he come neere unto me.,clole to 
the doore and wall of my heart. And though this wall of my fleſh hinder my full fru- 
tion of him, yer loe, I ſee him by the eye of faith, looking upon me ; I ſee himasn 
a glaſſe ; I ſee him ſhining gloriouſly, thorow the gates and windowes of his Word 
| and Sacraments, upon my foule. 


- 10. My weli-beloved ſpake, and ſaid untomee, Ariſe, my love, my faire one, ana come 
ry way. "1 
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And now, mee thinks, Iheare him ſpeake to mee in a gracious invitation, and ſay, 
. Ariſe, CO my Church) riſe up, whether from thy ſecurity,or feare:hidenot thy head 
any longer, O my beautifull Spouſe; for danger of thine enemies, neither ſuffer rhy 
{c}fe to be preſſed with the dulnefſe of thy nature;or rhe carelefle {Jeep of thy finnes; 
bur come forth into the comfortable light of my preſence, and ſhew thy ſelfe cheere- 
full in me. 
* 


41. Forbevold,winer ts paſt,the raine ts changed and gone away. 


For behold,all the clondy winter of thy afflictions is paſſed,all the tempeſtsof ten- - 
tationsare blowne over; the heayen is cleare,and now there is nothing that may not 
| give thee cauſe of delight. | 


12. The flowers appeare inthe earth : the time of the ſunging of birds 1s come, and the woyee 
of the Turtles heardin our land, | 


Every thing now reſembles the face of a ſpirituall Spring;all the fweet flowersand 
blofſomes of holy profeſſion pur forth, and ſhew themſelycs in their opportunities : | 
now is the time of that heayenly melody, which the cheerefull Sainrs and Angells 
make in mine eares, while they ſing ſongs of deliverance, and praiſe me with their 
Allelujahs,and ay,Glory to Godonhigh, in earth peace,good will towards men. 


I 3. The Fig-tree hath brought forth her young Figs, and the Vines with their ſmall Grapes 
have caſt a ſavour : ariſe gny love,my faire one, and come away. 


Vhat ſpeake Iofblofſomes? behold, thoſe fruirfull Vines, and Fig-trees of my 
faithfoil ones, whom my husbandry hath carefully rended and dreſſed. yeeld forth 
hoth pleaſant (though render) fruits of obedience, and the wholeſome and comfor- 
rabie favours of better deſires: wherefore now, O my deare Chaveb,ſhake off all thar 
dull ſecurity, wherewith thou haſt beene held,and come forth and enjoy me. 


14. My Dove,thouart inthe holes of the rock,in the ſecret places of the clifrs : ſhew me thy | 
fehrlet me beare thy voyce : for thy voce ts ſweet and thy ſight comely. 


O my b-antifull;pure, and chaſt Spouſe, which like unto ſome ſolitary Dove, haſt 
long hid thine head in the ſecret and inacceſlible clifts of the rocks, outof the reach 
| and knowledge of thy perſecutors ; how-ever thouart concealedfrom others, ſhew 

thy ſelfe in thy works and righreouſheſſe,unto me:and ler me be eyerplied with thy 
words of imploration,and thankſgiving:for thy voice(though itbe in mourning)and 
thy face(though it be ſad and blubhered)are exceedingly pleaſingunto me. 


I 5. Take u the Foxes, the little Foxes which deſtroy the Vines : for our Vines have ſmall 
grapes. - | | 


Andin the meane time(© all ye that wiſh well tomy name and Church)doe your 
utmoſt endevour to deliver her from her ſecret enemies (not ſparing the leaſt) who 
either by herericall doctrine,or prophane converſation, hinder the courſe of the Go- 
(pell,& pervert the faith of many,eſpecially of thoſe that haye newly ' hs up their 
names to me,andare but newly entred into the profeſſion of godlineſſe. | 


16. My wel-belovedu mine,and 1 am his : he feedeth among the Lillies, 


My beloved Saviour is mine;through my faith ;and I am his through his love: and 
we both are one,by yertue of that bleſſed union on both parts;whereby we mutually | 
E | enjoy each other with all ſufficient contentment. And how worthily 15 my love pla- 

| ced upon him ,who leadeth me forth into pleaſant paſtures, and at whoſe right hand | 
there 1s the fulnefſe of Joy for eyermore ? 


17.Y ntill the day breake,and the ſhadowes flee away,veturne,my well-beloved;and belike 
1 Roe or a young Hart upon the monuntaines of Bether. 


Come therefore (O my Saviour) and untill che day of thy glorious appearance 
{hall ſhine forth to the world, whetein our ſpiricuall marriage ſhall be CORN; 
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SAL. Song of Songs 


anduntill all theſe ſhadowes of ignorance, of infidelity, of trorbles of conſcience n 
andof outward tribulations be utterly diſperſed, and chaſed away, come andturne 
thee to me againe, thou which to the carnall eyes of the world feemeſt abſent, come 
| quickly, and delay not ; butfor the ſpeedof thy returne,. bee ike unto ſome ſivift 
Roe, or Hinde, upon thoſe ſmooth hills of Gilead, which 7ordan fevers from the 
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1. 1 my bed by night 1 ſought biz whom my ſoulelyoed : 1 ſought him,bur 1 found bim mg, 
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| MH FY ſecurity told me that my Saviour was neere unto my foule, yea with it, 
AVE] and iin it : but when by ſerious and filent meditation I ſearched my owne 
| WE | heart, I found that (for ought my owne ſenſe could diſcerne) he was farre 


= off from me. 


2.1 will riſe therefore 8ow, and goe about in the City bythe ſtreets, and bythe openplares, 
and wilt ſecke him +1 my ſoule loveth : 1 ſought him, but Ifound him not. 


Thenthought I with my ſelfe, Shall T lie ſtill contented with this want? No, I will 
{tirre upmy lelfe ; andthe helpe Icannot finde in my ſelfe, I will ſeeke in others : Of 
all that have beene experienced inall kinde of difficulties, of all deepe Philoſophers, 
of the wiſeſt and honeſteſt worldlings, I will diligently enquire for my Saviour: 
amongſt them I fought him, yer could receive noanſwer tomy farisfattion. 
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| 3. Thewarchmen that went abont the City, found me : to whom 1 ſaid, Have you ſcene him 
whom my ſoule loverh 2 | 


Miſſing him there, Irantothoſe wiſe and carefull Teachers, whom God hath ſet 
as ſomany watch-men upon the wals of his /eruſalem, who ſooner found me thani 
could aske after them ; to whom I ſaid (as thinkingno man could be ignorant ofmy 
Love)Can yougive me nodireQion where I nught find him whom my ſoule loverh? 


4. when 1 hadpaft a littlefrom them, then 1 found himwhem my ſoule Ioweth © 1 rooke hall 
01 him, and hft him nos, till 1 had brought him unto my mothers houſe, into the chamber if 
her that concetved me. | 


Of whom when I had almoſt left hoPing for comfort, that gracious Saviour who! 
would not fuffer me tempted above my meaſure, preſented himſelfe to my ſoule : | _ 
Loe then, by anew a of faith, I laidfaſt hold npon him, and will not let him any|Þ 
more part from my joyfull embracements, untill[both I have brought him homeful- 
ly into the ſeat of my conſcience, and have wonne him toa perpetuall cohabitation 
with me, and a full accompliſhment of my loye, in that ersſalem which is above, | 
which is the mother of us all. | 


Cnxisry. 


 $.1 charge yee O daughters of leruſalem, by the Roes, and by the Hinds of the fleld, that 
ye ftirre not up nor waken my Love untill ſhe pleaſe. 


Ow that my diſtreſſed Church hath beene all the night long of my ſeeming 
WES toiled in ſeeking me, I charge you, ( O all thar profeſſe any friend- 

ſhip with me) I charge you by whatſoever is comely, deare and pleaſantun- c 
to you, that (as you will anſwer it) you trouble not her peace with any unjult or 
unſcaſonable ſuggeſtions, with uncharitable contentions, with any novelties of c0- 
frine, but ſuffer her to reſt ſyeetly in that divine truth, which ſhe hath received,and 
this true apprehenſion of me wherein ſhe rejoyceth. 


' 6.whois ſhe that commeth up out of the wilderneſſe, ike pillars of ſmoake perfurncd with 
Myrri and Incenſe, and with all the chiefe of ſpice ol pillars of fi porfi 


| Oh whoisthis? how admirable ? how lovely ? who but my Church,that a ſrendeth 
Ae my | thus 
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TT out ef the Sidemetl ofthe world; Sy ry marr 
rimagk intathe bleſſed manſions of my Fathers houſe, all perfiuned-with the graces 
fverfer ſanQtification, mounting nghitupward ited hergloryohkefome {traigfir 


cillar of ſmoake, that ariſcth og the moſt rich and DRE Rapoffono ofodo ours| 
toe can bedeviſed. ' © 
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All fern Wattiers, able and expert to hanifte cheep) hi 
lexch ofthem weares hatgingupon his! une as it nay! Se : ena 
| ſadden danger : butaboutthis heavenly pavilion of my "A LE} Rk : 


= ſpiriruall Souldiers, mighty in power, repay to; beocmman ſexyice 
| by him. 


- 9, King Salomon madehimſelfe abed of che AW had 


The Bride-bed that Salomry made (Þmuchadmired of the mic bur of thi 
Cedars of Lebanon: | 


10. He made the pillars thereof of ſs lyer, and the ſted thereof of 0 f gold, gu hanging there 
| of of purple, whoſe midſi was in+I1i1with cheleve of the daughrers of teruſulem,; © 


| ©.'The Pillars bur of Glver andthe Bed-Ggd of -gold; the Tefter or Cmnopie, burof 
|-purple ;,the Coverlet wrought withthe curious and painful full needle-worke of the 
|'xiaids of Jeralalem: : bar this celeſtial refting place of my God is natmade with 


:hards, norof any corruptible mercall, bie.is il of incomprehenſible bghr, ning 
lh evermore with the glorious preſence of God. 


x1: Corn forth.yee daughters of Sion, and behold he ' King Salomon with che cromne.. 


| wherewith bis mother job him in the day of bes mariaye, indi inthe ay of the gladorf 
4 of bis he. Ig. 


And och aneviagd ſtate, ſothe ma; jeſtic of his perſon is: Shove alompariſon. 
|Comeforth: (Oye daughters of Sion) hy aſide all private andegrthly afc&ions, 

looke upon King Salomon ashe firs ſolemnly crowned m, the day of. hisgreateſt 09 
|alryand triumph, and compare his higheſt pompe, with the divine magnificence of 

my S1viour, in that day when his bleſſed marriage (ball Bei fally perfe#ed above, to 
|the eternall £joyGing: of humſelfe and fs Gawreh 3 3 and ſee A orgs there. be any 
|portion-hetwine. chem. + ira Drs oro fron eget 
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i. Beholdthouart f fatre,my Love,behold thpy art faire, ing ” are like the Doyes with 
[in gþy locks 2 "rhing hu ire ET: ' fucks of 6 Goats which hote A pre f1 fron the mountaines of 


Gilead, 


2 RH ar Gerha a og PTE VAR ;ngwr dly faire wich 
C393 thegifts of my Spiricthoy: faire ontwaidly inthy comely ; idly Gre and 
| z government | Thy fpirituall eyesof underſtandingand judgement; are full 
'n of puririe, chaſte, PDE z not ws 8 caſt forth, bur modeſtly ſhining 


lt 
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amidſt thy-lotks all tn wacibusprofeſſin;andall thy zppeindances,atidormamen; 
of expetient ceremonies, lire f0comely: ro behold, as-is toifee a flocke-of well fe; 
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no0t030 DOD QorGo aeleoiag boo tg or oo non CERES 90T gorge 
ine: 6 Thy tecthlike By FE ULL AWIER good order which gee up From the waſhing : whic) PA 
| ry one bring out twins, andnone ts barren among them. D 
1 Thoſe thatchew and prepare the heayenly food for thy ſoule,are both of gracius 
[fimplicieyypand of Fiyeetaecordance one with another; havingall one heart andane 
rongue : andborh themſelyes are fanCtified aridpurged from their uncleanneſſe, ang 
[arc Fuirfllinchein holy; lahoursumoorhers; ſÞthartheir dottrine is never in yain, 
| bur isftillgnycred with pleprifull increaſe. of ſoules added tothe, Church, - =. 
Þ*- 5.” hgbips are like vbreed of ſtarlet, and thy ralkew comely © rhyremples are within thy 
\ locks as a peece of Pomegranate. LION 
4 - Thy ſpeech (eſpecially imthemouthof,chy Teachers)is both gracious in it ſelfe, 
Þ and fach asadminiſters grace to the hearers ; full of zeale and'ferventehariry, fullof 
| eravigy and ducretion 2 Oar ofthy.countenance, which thou wile haye (ene 
| Ghongh day, wad (paying ly )15fullof holy. modeſty and baſbfulneſſe; ſo bluſhing 
.thar it ſeemert ke thecol urof, a broken peece of Pomegranate... 
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|: 4. Thy eckeir as the toiytr bf David buils for defente'; a thouſand ſhields hang therein,| 
| and all the targets of the ſtrong men. A On lg 
1 Thoſewhoby their holy authority ſaſtaime thy government (which are as ſome 
FNEckE ta beare upthe head) are like unto Davids high Towerdf 
ed with a rich armorie; which affords infinite wayes: of fafe prote-(C| 
| tion, and infinite monuments of. yictory. Mo 
TR, by rwobrefts ave as tipo young. Kids that are twins, feeding among #%e Lillies,' 
|: Thy two Teſtamenrswhich are thy twofull and faire breſts, wherbythounurſeſ 
Fall thy aithFalf childrenJareas ewo twitisof Kids : twins; for their excellent andper- 
; [fect agreerientonewithanorher, inal reſemblances * of Kids, thatare daintily fet 
; [among the Freet lowers, forthe pleafarit'nourhment'which they yeeld toall that 
| fucke thereof. Od A0I "23 PPT oF 11 M 2c 
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' | "'6. Patillthe day break,and theſhatlowes flie away,1 will got into the momitains of Myrr),| 
; | azidto the Mountaines of Incenſe, NY Oo Cn VOSS Sx O00 ec oY 

'| Untill the day of my graciousappearance ſhall ſhine forth, and untill all theſe ſhi 
' [dowes of ignorance, infidefiry, afthictions, be urterly and ſuddenly difperſed, O my 
| Spouſe, T will retire my felfe (in regardof my bodily preſence) ito my delightful 
' [and glonous yeſtof Heayerty ht 12 ole eh ores fe RY: 
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7. Thowart all faire, my Lave; and there 1s no ſpor inthee. - 

Thouart exceeding beautifull, O my Church, inall the parts of thee: forallthy 
ſinnes are done away, and thine iniquirie is covered, and loe,' I preſent thee tomy 
Father withour ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch deformirie. 


| 8. Come withmefrom Lebanon, my S pouſe, even with me from Lebanon, and looke fro 
| the top of Amanah, from the top of Shenir and Hermon,from the dens of the Lions, and from 
| the mountaines of the Leopards. | | 


| Andnow(Othou which Iprofeſſe to haye maried tomy ſelfein truth andright© 

apa” thou ſhalt be gathered ro me from all parts of the world; not onely 

the confines of Judea, where Iplanted and found thee, bur from the remoteſt and 

| moſt ſavage places of the Natioris ; otit of the company of Infidels, of cruell 3 
bloudy perſeciuors, who like Lions and: Leopards have tyrannized oyer thee, and 

| mercileſly tbrne thee infpeetes. 00 DRL VALE | 


2 4 - 
- - © _— 
C we - _— 
=o . 8 < z - 
> _ S 
ue. - _ -,- x w 
BR Im - <S2D "3 + hen PM gdamng Dp " 
ll ime ie IE - 5 ou oo eo Co > EE" SEE . = & —_ == 
* fp = > Roy £ Wig 


wo» » 
O05 2» SOL 
_ =- ww 
5 — 


. 


_ _- O_o 


 Patapbraſed.' © 


 —_— 


—_— 


9g. My ſifler, my Spouſe, thou af wounted my heart with one of thine eyes © and with a 
chaine of thy necke. -' © 1 NN OT ITING 0 FAR es 
Thou haſt utterly raviſht me from my ſelfe (O my fiſter, my Spoule; for fothou 
aſt, borh joyned tome mthat ſpirireallunicn; -andToheire' with meof:rth efamd Mi 
herirance and goryon haſt quirersviſht my hearewiththy'love 2evetione caſtbf 
one of thine eyes of fairh; atid one of theornatnenesgFthy fanctificaion wherewith 
thou art decked by mySpirir;havethiis{tyicken|tmewith lovechowmuchmore;when 
| ſhall have afull Fgfirof thee, and allrhy grades; Nallillbbatect wy maar eb by; 
ro. 41 Siſter, my Spouſe, how fares thy love! howmuch better & thy love than wins. 
and the ſevour of thine oyntments than all ſpices ? "ITO 
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| O howexcellent, howprecious, h6wdelecable arc thoſe loves of thine, O my 
filter, my Spouſe ! how farre ſurpaſlingall earthly delicates ! and the ſayour of thoſe i 


divine yertues, wherewith thou art endued, more pleaſing to my ſent, than all the 
perfumes in the world ! | | 
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17. Thy lips, my Spouſe, drop as Honez-combs': Hoey and milke ere under thyteugue, 
and the ſavour of thy garments ts.45 the ſavour'ef Lebanon. © one 

Thy gracious ſpeeches that proceed from theezare a5 19 many drops of the Hony- | 
combe that drop from thy lips : and whether rhay, exhiqre, or.confeſle, or pray, or * 
comfort, thy words/are both ſweet and nouriſhing; andthe! ſayour of thy good. 
works, and.outward converſation, is tome as the {ingll of the wood of Lebanonto' 
the ſenſe of man. fr omit, FE nes | F Fa”. FR. 

12. Myſiſttr, my Sponſe 
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My ſiſter, my Spoule, i5asa Garden or Orchard full of all variety af the heavenly 
| Treesand flowers of grace ; not lying careleſly open, either to the love of ſtrangers,, 
-| or tothe rage of enemies, which like the wilde Boare out of the wood, might rootup, 
| and deſtroy her choice plants : but fafely hedged and walled about, :by my proteti-: 
| 0n,and reſerved for my delightalone; ſheisa Spring and Well of. wholeſome wi-; 
| ters, from whom flow forth the pure {treames of my:Word; bur; bottrencloſed and; 
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ſcaledup ; partly, that ſhe may the better (by this cloſtneſſe) preſerycher qrne-yp- 
curall taſte and vigour; from the corrpptions.of the world, and partly, tails oy 
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D| not be defiled and mudded by thepraphane feet of the wicked.'. - :- 


| 213. Thyplants are as. an Orchardof 'Pomtegranats with ſweet ihe ts. 45, Cypers, Spiſe= 
| nard, even Spikenard and & $455 momma Cinamon, with. all the trees of Incenſe 2, 

| og * 2 Wn F \64'{? EF3ift\t T3348 $/ 6 vie © 5 3% 46 SS \ JA-F8E +: ATT F9 
| Myrrband Alves, with altthe chjeft ſpices. © SALE rae 


 Thouartan Orchard,yeaa Paradiſe, whoſe plants (which are thy faithfiull children. 
|that grow up in thee) are,as Pomegranate 'T rees;;the Apples whereofare eſteemed | 
| for the largeneſle, colour and taſte,:aboye all. other.:; or. (if I would -feed-my other 
| ſenſes) the plenrifull fruits of thy holy obedience (which thou yeeldeft untome)are 
i for their ſme!), as ſome compoſition of Cyprells, Spikenard, Saffron, veer Cane, 
| Cinamon, Incenſe, Myrrh, Aloes,and whatſoever elſe may be deviſed,ynto the moſt] 
perfect ſent; | FER 2k TU BOL God 2 97 4 pt TODDE A DL os ALT, 3, SIE 1 FT 
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| 14- O fountaine of the gardens,O Wellof living wazers,and the ſprings of Lebanon. ; 
Thou art ſo a Spring in my Garden, chat the ſtreities whichare derived from thee, 
| waterall the gardens: of my particular congregations, all the world over :.thouart 
| that Fountaine, from whoſe pure head ifſue all thoſe living waters, which who fo | 
| drinketh ſhall never'thirſt againe z even ſuch cleare currents, as flow from the hill 
| of Libanus, which like unto another Jordan, warer all the Iſrael of: God, _ 
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| 15. Ariſe,O' North, andcome, O South, and blow n my garden, that the fpices thereof 
nay flow out : lex my well-beloved come to.his garden, andeat hispleaſwit fruit. , 
| 8 © 1-be a garden, a5 thou ſayelk (Oy Saviour) then ariſe, Oall yeeſoveraigne 
{winds of the Spirit of Gad; ;and breath: n:this gardeniot-my ſonle; thorthe 
a Gyect odours of theſe my: plants mayboth be increaſed; ind may alfo.be diſper, 
ſed aforre, and carried intothenoftrilsof ry; Well-belovedand fo levhinicome in- 
rohis owne garden (whichihis awne hand hath digged, planted, watradYand'accept 
of thefruir of that ſervice and praiſe, which he ſhall inable me to bring forth to his 
Name. SERENA | PIES (BEE WOT ENV by bt | 
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I. 1 am come int my garden, or ſofter, my Spouſe : 1 gathere any 
Tate my Hony with my Hong-combe, 1 dranke my wine with my milk 

| drinke, and make you merry, O well-beloved; SOD 


292 Ehold, according tothy delire,L am come into my garden, Oy ſiſter, 
=, -my Spouſe ; I have received rhoſe fruits of thine obedience which thou 
©; 6ffered{t unto me, with mach joy and pleaſtre. Thaveacceptednoron- 
 -ly of thy good works, but thy endevours and prirpoſes of holinefſe;borh 
1 5; . which are as pleaſant to me,as the Hony and the Hony-combe:”'T have|, 
| allowedof the cheerfulnefſe of thy ſervice, andthe wholeſomneſle of thy dodrine. 
| And ye, O my friends, whether blefled Angels, or faithfull men, parrake with mc in 
this j6y ariſing from the fairhfulnefſe of my Church : cheere up and fill your ſ*lyes 
O'my beloyed; with che ſame Spiritual daintieswherewith Tim refreſhed. ' 
|- 2 4.ffeepe, bat my heart waketh :3t t« che ogreiof my welſbelpurd that bureberh, Caring, 
Gpenants me my [i er, my Love gny Dove,my undefiled: for mine head 14 full of dew,andny 
locks with the drops of t 6 night. TO eortis ts Ono er TOTO HORS SIO - 
"FF Henthe world had caſt me irito aſecnreſleep,orſhumberrather(for my 
: heart was not'utterly bereaved of x true farth inmy Sayiour)' even in 
| this darknefſe of 'my minde, itpleaſed my gradons Redeemer not to 
neglect me z he came to me, and knocked oft, and called importunately.at the doore 
ot.,my heart, by his wordandchaſtiſements, and ſaid, open the. doore of thy foule, 
| O my ſiſter, my deare.chaſte, comely, unſpotted: Church: let mecome in, and lodge 
and dwell with thee, in my graces; ſhyt our the world, and receive me witha more 
1ively at, andrenovation of thyKith. For loe;:Thave long waited patiently forchis| | 
effeQ of thy love, and haveendiiredall the injuries both of the night, and weather| 
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of thy provoc:tions, that Imighrat haſtenjoy thee. | 
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© 3-1haweput if my coas : how ſhall 1 put iton? I bave waſbed niyfeet + how fhad 1 defile 
' them. 2 . b ; "PA Le kh mg R Y. > 3.4 Dd it? FROSSIAIMf ada : | DER < if | 
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Tanfwered him againe, pleading excuſes formy delay ; Alas, Lord, I havenow; 

1 ſince I left my forward profeſſion of thee, ayoideda great number of cares and for- 
rowes : nmſt [take themupagaine to follow thee? I havelived cleane from thefoile | 


[1 


| 2X theſe evils: andſhall I now thruſtmy ſelfe into.danger af them?  .._ 
| 4+ My well-brloved put his handifrem the bole of the doore x; and:my boypels yearned 10- 
oben: noe nit Mod Me ove bog ma od mot} opt 

, Whenmy Saviour heatd thistmkind anfiverof delay;heletthis hand fall from the 
key-hole, whichhthad thusbgfore withonrfuccefſe labouned abour'; ard withdrew 
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himſelfe from Fw din any thore:wherupon'my heart & bowels yearned within| 
ane for,him, and for he remorſe of my-#o long foreſlowing his admittance unto 1e- 
| RE” LAM - NE x 6: 217 
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| $.1roſe up toopen to my well. beloved, and myhands did drop downe Myrrh, and my fin- 
gers pure Myrrh upon the handles of the Barres. OE IE, 

- And now [ronzed up my droufie heart what I could) that T might in ſome cheer- 
fall manner deſire to recelye ſo gracious a Saviour : which when I bur etideayotired; 
I foundthat he had left behinde him ſuch a plenrifull bleſſing (asthe monumentof 
his late preſence) upon the firſtmotionsof my heart, as that with the very toiich of 


them I was both exceedingly refreſhed, and moyedto further indignation at my 
ſelfe for delaying him. | 7 


—— 


6. Jopened ” my well-beloved: but mywell-beloved ws gow and paſt ; mine heart was 


gone when he did ſpeake : 1 ſought him, but 1 could not finde him ;, I called him, but hean- 
ſwered ment. © __..? _— 


| Topened to my beloyed Saviour: but my Saviour had now (in'my feeling) with- 
drawne himſelfe, and hid his countenance from me;: holding nie ſhorr of thoſe gra- 
cious offers and meanes which I hadrefuſed , and now I was almoſt paſt my [ei 
with deſpaire,to remember that ſiveet invitation of his, which I negle&ed : Iſought 
him therefore in my thoughts, in the outward uſe of his ordin ces, and of my ear- 
neſt prayes;bnt he would not as yet be foand of me;or ter me'finde that T was heard 


Y 


of him. -* 


| 7. Thewarchmen that went abous the City found me, they ſmote me, and wounded mee: 
| 576 watchmen of the wals took away my vaile from me. 

Thoſe which ſhould have regarded me, and by their vigilancie have ſecured mee 
from danger, proved mine adverſaries : inſtead of comforting me, they fell upon 
meand wounded me with their falſe dottrines, drawing me on itito further errours, 
ſpoiling tne of that purity and ſincerity of profeſſion, wherewith, as with ſome rich | 
and modeſt yaile, I was formerly adorned, and coyered, | 


8. 1 charge you, 0 daughters of Jeruſalem, if you finde my Wel-beloved,chat yourelt him 1 
am ſicke of love. ; 

I adviſe you ſolemnly, O all ye that wiſh wellto me (for I care not who knowes 
the yvehemency of my paſſion) if you ſhall finde my Saviours preſence in your ſelves 
before me, pray for the recovery of his love to me ; and bemoaning my eſtateto 


him, tell him how I languiſh with the impatient defire of his love andpreſence ro 
be reſtored nnto me. 
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9. O the f.cireft among women, what it thy well-beloved, morethan another Well-beloved ? 
what i thy well-beloved more than another lover, that thou doſt ſo charge us? 


O thou which art the moſt happy, moſt gracious, and moſt glorious of all creatures, 
the choſen of the living God; what i« thy Well-beloved whom thou ſeekeſt, above 
all other the ſonnes of men ? what ſuch eminency1s there in him above all Saintsand 
Angels, that thou art both ſo farre gone in affeftion tohim? and oſt ſo vehemently 
| adjure ns to ſpeake unto him for thee? 
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10. Mywell-beloved is white andruddy, the Standard-bearer of ten thouſund. 


My Well-beloved (if you know not) 15 of perfett beauty ; in whoſe face is an ex- 
act mixture of the colours of the pureſt and healchfulleſ complexion of holinefle : 
for he hath not received the ſpirit by meaſure ; and in him the God-head dwels bo- 
dily ; he is infinitely fairer than all the ſonnes of men ; and for goodlineſſe of perſon 
may beare the Standard of comelinefſe andgrace amongſt ten thouſand. 


11. His head is 95 fine Gold, his locks curled, and blacke as a Raven. 
The Deity whichdwellerh in him, is moſt pure and glorious : and that fulneſſe of 
| Lrace which is communicated to his humane nature, is wandrouſly beautifull, and {o 
{ers it forth, as the blacke curled locks doe a freſh and well favoured countenance. 
nog ON oy goed ; ty 12. Hu 
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2 aL, Song of Songs 
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12. His egesarelike Doves upon the rivers of waters, which arewaſht with Milk andye. 
' maine in their fulneſſe. E NIL" TE 


His judgement of all things, and his tefpe& rohis Church (which are as his eye) 
 arefull of love, and full of piety, ſhining like untoDoves walhed in water, yez, in 

Milk, ſo as there isno ſpot or bleniſh'tobe found in them * and they are withall 
fully placed, as is both moſt comely and:moſt expedient for the perfe& ſight ofthe 
eſtate, and neceſſities of his ſervants; On 


- 13.His cheeks are as abed of ſpices, and as ſweet Flowers ,and his lips like Libies dropping 

downe pure Mirrh, I TR WY 
The manifeſtation of himſelfe to us in his Word, is ſiyeet to our fpirituall teeling, 

as an heap of ſpice, or thoſe flowers that are uſed to make the beſt perfuming oynt- 


| ments,are to the other ſenſes: his heavenly inftrufions and promiſes of his Goſpell 
are unſpeakably comfortable,and plenteous,in'the grace that '15 wrought by them, 


14. Hi hands & Rings of gold ſer with the chyyſolixe « bu belly like white Ivory covered 
with $1phyres. | : | 


| Hisadtions and hisinſtruments(which are his hands) are ſer forth with mnch port 
and majeſty, as ſome precious ſtone beautifies theRing wherein it 15 ſet : the ſecre 


counſels of his breſt,and the myſteries of his will,are moſt pure and holy, and fullof 
excellent glory. 


15 . Hts legs are as pillars of Marble, ſet upon ſockets of fine gold :hus countenance,as Leha- 
| non,excellent as the Cedars. { _ 


. All his proceedinps are firmeand ſtable ; and withall, as Pillars of Marble ſetin 
ſockets of tried gold ; fo asthey are neither fabject ro wavering,nor to any dangerof 
infirmity and corruption : the ſhew arid carriage of his whole'perſon, whereby hee 
makes himſelfe knowne to his choſen, is exceeding goodly and upright, like tothe 
ſtraight and lofty Cedars of Lebanon. 


16. Hi mouth ic as ſweet things and he us whillly deleBable:thit is mypell-beloved,andiby | 
u my Lover,O daughters of Teruſalew. 


| His month,outof which proceedeth innumerable bleſſings & comfortable promiſes, 
15 to my ſoule even ſyeetneſſe it ſelfe;yea(what ſpeak I of any one part?Jasyou have 

heard in theſe particulars;he is all ſweets : there 15 nothing but comfort 1n him; and 
there is no comfort bur in him;and this(if he would know) is my Well-beloved ;of D 
ſoincomparableglory & worthineſſe,that ye may caſfily diſcern him from all others. 


Forraie Congregations. 


17. 0 the fajreft among women, whither t thy Well-belowed gone ? whither & thy well-be | 
loved turned afide,that we might ſceke him with thee 2 


| C*'Incethy Well-beloved is ſoglorious and amiable, (O thou which art for thy 
' beauty worthy to bee the Spouſe of ſuch an husband) tell us (for thou onely 
knoweſt it; and to ſeeke Chriſt without the Church, wee know is vaine) tell us 
where this Saviour ofthine is to be ſought ; that we(raviſhed alſo with the report of 
his beauty)may joyne with thee in the ſame holy ſtudy of ſeeking after him. 
| | 
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Cnar, VI. 
| 1, Mywebt-beloved ts gone downe into bis Garden to the beds of ſpices, to feed in the Gar 
dens,and togather Lilltes, Py 
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Y Well-beloved Saviour (if you would know this alſo) is to bee ſought and 

$ dj foundin the particular aſſemblies of his people, which are his Garden of 
| Pleaſure, wherein are varietics of all the beds of renued ſoules ; which 

* both he hathplanted, and dreffed by his continuall care.and wherein hee | 
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, Paraphraſed. 


A walketh for his delight : feeding and ſolacing himſclife with thoſe fruirs of righte- 
ouſneſſe and new obedience, which rhey are able to bring forth unto him. 


2.1 am myweTt-beloveds,and my well-beloved is mine who feeder among the Lillies, 


And now loe, whatſoever hath happened ctofſe to me; in my ſenſible fruition of 
him; in ſpight ofall tentations, my beloved Saviour 1s mine through faith ; and I am 
his through his love;and both ofus are by an inſeparable unzon knit together, whoſe 
conjun&ion and love is molt {weet and happy ; for al! rhat are his he feedeth conti- 
nually wich heayenly repaſt. 


Crunrsrt, 


3. Thou art beautifull, my leve,as TirTah, comely as Teruſulem, terrible as an Army with 
B aniaery. 


N Otwithſtanding this thy late blemith of neglecting mee, O my.Church : yet 


{ti:lm mine eyes,through my grace,upon this thy repentance, thou art beau- 
cifall, like unto that neat andelegant City, Tirzah, and that orderly buflding 
of Jeruſalem, the glory ofthe world : and with this thy loyelineſſe, thou art awfull 
untothine adyerſarics, through the power of thy cenſures, and the majeſty ofhim 


that dwelleth in thee. 


4. Turnt away thine eyes from mee, for they overcome mee < thine hare like a flocke of 


| Fo4ts wvich looke downe from Gilead, 


Yea, ſuch beauty is in rhee, rhat I am overcome with the vehemency of my ffe- 
| Ction to thee : turne away thine eyes a while from beholding me:for the ſtrength of 
that faith, whereby they are fixed upon me,raviſheth me from my ſelfe with joy.I do 
therefore againe renew thy former praiſc;that thy gracious profeflion,and andallthy 
apnendances and ornaments of expedient ceremonies are ſo comely to behold, as it 15 
| tolce a flock of well-fed Goats grazing upo! the truitfull hils of Gikad, 
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5. Thy teeth are like a flocke of ſheepe which goe up from the waſhing,which every one bring 


out twins and none s barren among them. 


Thy Teachers, that chew and prepare the heavenly food ofthy ſoule,are of ſivect 
accordance one with another, having all one heart,and one tongue; and both them- 
ſelves are ſanCtified and purged from their uncleannefſe,ang are fruitful in their holy 
labours unto orhers : ſo that their dodrine 1s never in vaine, but is ſtill anſwered 
with plentifull increaſe of ſoules to the Church. 


6. Thy Temples are within thy lots as a peece of a Polegranate. 


That partof thy countenance which thou wilt have feene;(though dimly and ſpa- 
ringly) 1s full of holy modeſty and baſhfulneſle : ſo bluſhing that it ſeemeth like the 
colour of a broken peece of Pomegranate. | 


—_— F- m 
6 * & - ® — d © 
; , _m*, ny - 
z . 
* - - Pe” qa j i - 
0 . _ * F o . _— - F> ET I: » - _ _ v . = -- A gy 
- __ 2 , N n == SK & — we wt 4 _ 4 * ”yp - - . hw 
* - - - - - 4 _ got wag 
te - "OI nt 2, , b : : p - ; ; , 
= <6 .v - Fi — dy me _ - . = " —_ n _— ett OY — " _ > 2 p 42 Þ- WE - 4 m £.& x - - 
”y 6m OY — - > » " . X Oe _— we __ >» Pre wag ya a; <* oa my” t. _ OE; Q WR ” - ad by : Lg - 4 4 =_ - > y L F. > 4 MM 
4 5 2 ES WES. __ P a” - 5 ,. _ _ { : May. 1 un gy . £>"2g> * a —_—_ _ a 
_ - _ _ ſa aan _ _ - _ - 4 __— - - - . < js _ "i _ en.” prov 4 bh Pe... 5 ——_— 22. OE <— eD — 2 6 vow Ted o» wcetſe > hy As. - - 4. "We" ey) " _ CE ESE "> < ” 9p 8 £ _— Hit & PE 
G G _— þ & - . So ” ho - 4 - bo > LO w th > o?.- - S478 , Poe iP STIs OO OI. ——X _ hs —_—_ Pay a, > — : 
wm _— "= RY — —— cen een CC EIN : wie rt a nr —_— ,4 ws > » I . - - 4 m , —- = 4-15 iats-rrnts. Sateen 5 oo bs” For Page ib. * Dag #7 3 Ye ubs __ 
= - , : " © PR _ 4 f * ” " i . by - - to * - - LES « L i - l 
_ 4 _ - . oy ou $4 . — . ” : iis hg _ *, wo — 
= . - . * z 4 a p . - > :tpgg — Fig X _ _— ” 
gd y> E Py «- _ FP Ip oo" a .L OE oy "7 by 9 o mu tits a __ _ _—_ _ aa C__—_ = - - - "* * : : ” - » XX wo go. RED a "7 at &- < —- -- - > —_ » em - 
- . ES, OO OS - : g-> »&:-,v we i A - L —— - = 0 . _—_ p—_ ” 6% 4s 9, 5 Rn -. : þ be a ; $9 —— ys pgs Bog - = 
0 - a” — »— . . s wy = oe dw E . 2. a : = j - hee F; ; 
ws > I 2 - 4 —_— a 4 ho wi ay " 7 Þ : 4. — i nes 
- —_ , — ad _ v>"2, e PR <—— *- wy 6 ae or re © 200m. a ot » o— oF. ' Ec R_ EK 2.4.5 4 z os » + WF -4. g £3 bs . Ll ro; 
om po h _ , : - lt s ty rY . hs A. ey OP - . ; I tals nn NY + _ Are © the Sako aa cotton orcs . 
* wth - « N 4 < >| & ; * 4 . _ ; 8 *. _ * .- AE) = 44 4 "a _ — _ 
: _Y 4 4 : 4 Ao 8 : - 228K Ea ” Y - © -_ £4 ”y " — —_ __ ho 
My ' Wd £2 0 ” 2% A we 4 wo Sg 6 - e NR". 3 oh & PN _ As ; fas; Aſs - | OO Mans of - IE go ah wotongy: 2.4, oy 4" - " Om , o 
2 PD 4 - pins: <4 by hy >» net 8 rap wa mes 2% te : 5. abs 4 : . 4 g __—_ w n . > 2 ads _ 1464: gong ringe GL TEES ting = " c _ 
4 : y- -- C 5 ray ; 5 : by Mn : r) 8 > i. LL - 4 1 «rf A A... Fo. - A” - 
SD "Be. + "'s hee _ 4 ” _ Py 6 7 - > >. Af, pe Heb tht >! tr 008; Inn * SG G a ; * by 8 Tf To tw ie - para Rena & 6 ® x 
"I_ py , { 2 Hi s z band 2x% Fig OS. ent. if ad  -Y.4 ' TING > wb = . : — ou __—O__ c * Wm .. - SOA. +. £4. 265 — S..4 n 
0 f $> c,..7 E - bg _—_ WY -—_—_ s ow ou > — "5 2 : ==. 3 Ve 7 ; C = = 
oo —_ a % _ <-> ws" - * OTC. och > * - EEE, = * 51 C "5". - * 2.6 ve : 4% bh —— - F - , \ 4 = _ m_ fo a, "__" tact ” 5 - —_—_— —_ 
” _— he 75, orgs "= "$a! 8% Þ V3 Fe ——  £ - KO Oe 6 A pa” ot "ty ne —_ c , d _4 —_—_— —_ pron _ 
- %- » 
” - - = - a9 2v 
_ a nds. 4M 4 " Ce g a... GX - y > 5 I & TR oy 
e od If wy CBS p : _ "BG dmg Lg” _ 19A A Y , " 
my & Soi. Wes * * FS. _ > ES ; 
- . e661 » Ms 
my 4 <> En had * = - mo pI [ i 7 RET Fi oq bores EY" & * 
4% Ne ._ Po J Pw oc S: + 97 epi. 415 , we a 48 
_— — 4 ot P " wah ” ft i Ds + - "_ ke TY £ r PI _ 
4 of af 4 
A —_ , _ » "oF _—_— 4 


7. There are three-ſcore Wuernes and foureſcore Concubines, and of the Damſels, without 
number, | 


Let there bee never ſo great a number of people and nations, of Churches and aſ- 
ſemblies, which challenge my Name and Love, and perhaps by their ontward pro- | 
ſperity,may ſeeme toplead much intereſt in me,and much worth in themlelyes. 


8. But my Love is alone,and my undefiled, ſhee ts the only daughter of her mother, and ſhee 
is deare to her that bare her : The Daughters have ſeene her and counted her bleſſed, tyen the 
| Q ueenes and Concubines,and they hae praiſed her. 


Yet thou onely art alone my true and chaſte Spouſe, pure and undefiled in the 
trurh of thy dodrine, and the impuration of my holinefſe : thou arr ſhee whom that 
Jeruſalem which1s above, (the mother of us all) acknowledgech for her onely true, 
and deare daughter. And thisis not ty commendation alone : bur all thoſe forraine | 

_ aſſemblies, \ 


_—_— 


— —_— —_ VI —_ mo 


——— — mu 


Sal. Song of Songs . 


aſſemblies, which might eme to bee Rivals with thee of thispraiſe, doe applaud 
| andblefſe thee in this thine eſtare, and fay ; Bleffed is this people, whoſe God is the 
{ Lord. | | 


' 9.#ho ts ſhe that looketh forth as the morning, faire as the Moone, pre as the Sunne, tex. 
| rible as an army with banners. 


And admiring thy goodlinefle, ſhall ſay ; Who is this that lookes out fo freſhly » 
the momingnewriſen; which from theſe weak beginnings 15 growne to ſuch high 
; perfeQion,that now ſhe 1s as Þrighr,and glorious, as the Sun in his full ſtrength, and 
| the Moone ina cleare sky ; and withall isſo dreadfull through the majeſty of her 
: countenance, and power of her cenſures, as ſome terrible army, with enfignes dif. 


{ © 


| Played, is toa weake adverſary. 


0. 1 went downe to the dreſſed Orchard, to ſee the fraits of the valley,toſee if the Vine bud. 
ded,and if the Pomegranates flouriſhed. 


Thou complained(t of my abſence, (O my Church : Ythere wasno cauſe;I meant | 
| not to forſake thee; I did but only walk downe into the well dreſſed Orchardofthine 
 alſemblies, to recreate and joy my ſelfe with the view of their frowardneſſe, to ſee 
the happy progreſſe of the humble in ſpirit,and the gracious beginnings of thoſe ten- 
 derſoules, which are newly converted unto me. 


11.1 knew nothing, my ſoule ſet me a5 the chariots of my noble people. 


So earneſtly did Ilong to reviſit thee, and to reſtore comfort unto thee, that I ha- 
{red I knew not which way : and with inſenſible ſpecd I am come backe, as it were 
upon the ſwwifteſt chariots,or the wings of the wind, 


” . 


12. Returne,returne, O Shulamite : returne,returte, that 1 may behold thee : what ſhal 
you ſee inthe Shulamite but as the company of au army # 


Now therefore returne (O my Spouſe, the true daughter of erufalennreturne to 
| me,returne to thy ſclfe,and tothy former feeling of my grace:returne.rhat both my 
 felfe and all the companie of Angels, may ſee and rejoyce in thee: and what ſhall yee 
ſce(Oall yee hoſts ofheaven) what ſhall ye ſee in my Church? Even ſach an awfull 
grace and majeſty,asis in a well-marſhalledarmy,ready to meet with the enemy. 
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Cnar, YL 1. 


1. How beaurifull are thy goings with ſhooes. 0 Princes daughter ? the compaſſe of hy hips a 
(ike jewels: the worke of the hand of a cunning workeman., 


FRrow beautifull are thy feet,O daughter of the Higheſt;being ſhod withthe 
WE 12 Preparation of the Goſpell of peace,and readily addrefſed to run the way 
| Of the cotmmandements of thy God! thou art compaſſed abourthy loynes| 


m_—_ with the girdle of verity; which is both precious for the matter of it, and 
cunningly framed by the skill of the Spirir of truth. 


2. Thy navel s 45 a round cup, that wanteth not liquor © thy belly is as an heape of wheat 
| compaſſed about with Lillies, 


, Thenavell,whereby all thy ſpiriruall conceptions receive their nouriſhment, is full 
of all fruitful apply, and never wants meanes of ſuſtenance, to feed themin rhy 
wombe : which alſo is ſo plenteous in thy bleſſed increaſe, rharir is as an heape of 


wheat, conliſting of infinite pure graines,which conſort together with much f\vect- 
nefie and pleaſure. 


þ 


——— _—— — wr ae _-—y,_=_—— 


6:24 hy ewo breſlsars.as ewo young Kids that are twins. 


— Thyrwo Teſtaments(which are thy two fulland comely breſts,by whoſe whole- 
tome milke thou nourifheſt all thy faithfull children, once borne into the light) 5 - 
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Paraphraſed, 


their excellent and perfe&t agreemenc,and their amiable proportion, like two rwins 
of Kids. | | | | 
4. Thys:cke # like a Tower of Ivory : thine eyes are like artificial pooles ina frequented 
gate « thy noſe # Us the Tower of Lebanon,that looketh roward Damaſe us. 2a 


_— 


—_ 


Thoſe, who by their holy authority ſupport thy government (which are as ſome 
ſtraight and ſtrong neck to beare up thy head)are for their height and defence, like 
a Tower:for their order,purenefſeand dignity,like a Tower of Ivory : thy Teachers 
and Miniſters(which arethine eyes)are like unto ſome cleare and artificiall ponds of 
water, ina place of greateſt reſort : whereinall commers may ſee the faces of their 
conſciences;and whence they may plentifully draw the Waters of life. Thy noſe, by 
which all ſpirituall ſents are conveyed tothee, 1s perfectly compoſed, and featured 
like ſome curious Turret of that goodly houſe in Lebanon:ſo as thy judgement, and 
power of diſcerning the ſpirits, is admirable for the order and excellencie thereof 


5.Thine head upon thee i 45 ſcarlet and the buſh of chine Lead like purple : the King is tied 
in thy beames.. | | 


The whole tyre of thine head (which are the ceremonies uſed by thee) are yery 
gracefull,and of high eſtimation and price to all the beholders:and as for me, I am pd 
enamoured of thee, that I am even tied by my owne deſire, to a perpetuall preſence 
in thine holy aflemblies. 


G6. How faire | art thau,and how pleaſant art chou,0 my Loven pleaſures l 


Oh how beaurifull and lovely art thou therefore (O my Church) inall thy parts 
[and ornaments ! how ſweet and pleaſantart thou(O my Loye) in whatſoever might 
give me true contentment | | 


7. Thi thy ſtature ts like a Palme-rree;and thy breſts like eluflers. 


Thy whole frame is, for goodlineſſe and (traight growth, like unto ſome tall Palme- 
cree ;, whichthe moreit is depreſſed by the violence of perſecutions, riſeth the more; 


and the two breſts of thy Teſtaments arelike two full jucy cluſters, which yeeld 
comfortable and abundant refreſhing. | | 


8.1ſ:4d, I will gee ap into the Palme-tree; I will cake hold ef ber boughes : thy breſts ſbal 
now be like the luſter of the F'n:5,and the ſavour of thy noſe like Apples. 


| Seeingthen thou arr my Palme-tree, Thave reſolved in my ſelfe to adjoyne my 
> | ſeife ro thee ; to enjoy thee, to gather thoſe ſiycet fruits of thy graces, which thou 
yecldeſt ; and by my preſence alſo will cauſe thee to bee more plenitifull in all good | 
workes, anddofrine ; ſoas thou ſhalt affoord abundance of heavenly liquor unto all | 
the thirſty ſoules of thy children ; and an acceprable verdure of holinefle and obedi- 
ence Unto me. A 


9. And the roofe of thy mouth like good wine, nhich goeth ſtraight up to my w-beloved, 
and canſeth rhe lips of him that is aſleepe,toſpeake. Et te ; 


Andthe delivery ofmy Word, by the mouthes of my Miniſters, ſhallbee as ſome? 
excellent wine, which ſparkleth right upward : being well accepred of that God in } 
whoſe nameit 15 taught, & looketh moſt pleaſantly in the glafe,being no leſſe highly 
eſteemed of the receivers : which is of ſuch wonderfull power, that it is able to put 


words both of repentance,and praiſe, into.the lips of him that lies a ſleepe in his ſins. 
The Church. 
10. 1 ammywell-beloveds and bit deſireis toward me. _ 
Ehold, ſuch as T am, I amirior mine owne ; much leſſe am1any others: Iam 
Buoy my Saviours;and now I ſee,and feele, whatſoever I had deſerved, rhat | 


heeis mine alſo in all inrire affe&ion ; who hath borh choſen men, and given 
himſelfe for me. x | | ER of” 
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11. Come,mywell-beloved,let ws goe into the fields,let ms lodge in the villages, 


Come therefore, O my deare Saviour, let us joyne together in qur natu all care. 
let thy. Spirit and my ſervice be intentupon thy Congregations here below on earth: 
and let us ſtay in the place where our ſpirituall Husbandry lerh. | 


12, Let us ger up early in the morning tothe Vines, and ſee if the Vine-flourifh, whether i; 
hath diſcloſed the firſt Grapes, or whet..er the Pomegranats bls (ſome © therewilh Fivethee, 
my love_, | 


Let us with all haſte and cheertulneſſe viſit the fruitfull vines of our beleeving chil. 
dren ; and to our mutuall comfort, bee witneffes and parrakers of 4ll the fignes and 
fruits of grace, of all thoſe good works, and thankſpgivings, of thoſe holy endevours 
and worthy practices, which they yeeld forthunto us: letus judge of their forward.|. 
'nefſe, andcommentd it : whereupon it will eaſily appeare,that the confummationgf| 
| OUT happy mariage draweth neare, in which there ſhalbe a perfe& union betwixtys, 


| 13.The Mandrakes bavegiven a ſmell, andin our gates, are all ſweet things new and old 
| wy well-beloved, 1 have kept them for thee. , 


Behold, thy godly ſervants, which not only beare fruic themſelyes, butarepawer- 
full in the provocation of others, preſent their beſt ſervices unto thee ; and even at 
our doores(not farre to ſeeke,not hard ro procure)is offer made unto thee; of all va- 
riety of fruit;whether from thy young Converts, or thy more ſerled Profeffors : and 
all theſe I ſpend not laviſhly; bur in my loving care,duly reſerve them for thee, and 
for the ſolemne day of our full mariage. 


_»>—— <—_— 


27: Cuar. VIII. "P 


The lewi th Charch. 


1. Oh that theu wereſt a my brother that ſucked the breft of my mother ! 1 would findihe 
without ; 1 would kiſſe thee, Jen they ſhould ner ems dl Pe fed 


| . 

3H tharI might ſee thee (my Saviour) clothed in fleſh ! Oh thatchou which 
KEY); arty everlaſting Husband, mighteſtalſo be my Brother, in partaking the 
VE fame humane nature with mee ; that ſo I finding thee below upon earth, 
' mzght familiarly entertaine thee, and converſe with thee, without reproach of the 
world; yea,might be exalted in thy glory ! 


2.1 willead thee,and bring thee into my muther1 houſe, there thou bale to ies Hall ) 
cauſe thee te drink ſpiced wine, and new of the Pamegran | ay ſb f £each T 


 Thenwould I(though I bee nowpent up inthe limirs of Judza) bring thee forth 
intothe light and knowledge of the uniyerſall Church, whoſe daughter I am : and 
then and there,thou ſhouldeſt reach me how perfettly roderve and worſhip thec,and| 
I ſhall gladly entertaine thee with a royall feaſt of the.beſt graces that are in my ho- 


lieſt ſervants; which I know thou wilt account berter cheere,than all the ſpiced cups, 
and Pomegranate wines inthe world. fs | 


3. Hit left band ſball be under my htad,and his right handſhalf embrace me. 


Then ſhall I attaine to a nearer communion with him ; and both his hands ſhall be 
employed toſuſtaine, and releeve me : yea, hee ſhall comfort my head and my heart 
(my judgement,and affetionswith the lively heat of his gracious embracements. 


[.; bes ; wy you, O daughters of Ieruſalem, thar you flirre not up, nor waken my Love, uk- 
I charge you (O all yeethar profeſſe any friendſhip to me)I charge you deeply, 25 
yee willavoid my uttermoſt cenſares; rake heed how yee _ and iuier EE . 


cifull Saviour, and grieve his Spirit : and doe of 
him,to interrupt his peace. F not dare, by the leaft proyocation 
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Cunisr. 41-3 


5. whos this that contmeth ont of thewilderneſſe, leaning upon ber well-belowed? I rai. 
ſed thee up under an Apple-tree © there thy mother conceived thee © there ſhee conceived that 
bare thee. T-81AED 


of tribulations,aſcendeth thus up into the glorious light and liberty of 
| my OY her ſelfe wholly upon her Saviour,and folacing her 
ſelfe inhim?Is it not my Church?Ir is ſhe, whom I haye loved,and acknowledged of 
oldifor even under the tree ofoffence,the forbidden fruit which thon taſtedſt roth 

deſtriiion,]I raiſed theeup againe from dearh; Even there;chy firſt mother conce1- 


: Ve is this,thatfrom the comfortlefle deſerts of ignorance;of infidelity, 


\ 
? 


by ſhe and her beleeving ſeed were reſtored. © 
yo The Tewilh Church. 


6. Set me a6 a ſeale on thy heart, and as a ſignet onthine arme.: for love ts ſtrong as death; 
tealouſiets cruel 15 the Grave : the coales thereof ave fiery coales, and a vehement flame, | 


1 Nd ſo have thou me ſtill '(O my Saviour) ina perperuall and deare remem- 


\ brance : keepe me ſiren thine heart, yeain thine armes, asthar which thou 
f holdeſt moſt precious : and let me neyerbe removed from thy love; the leaſt 


| 


ſhew and danger whereof I cannot endure : for this my fpirituall loye is exceedin 
powerfull,& can no more be refiſted than death it ſelfe: and rhe jealous zeale which 
[ have for thee and thy glory,conſumes me, eyen like the Graye, and burnes mee up 
like unto the coales of ſome moſt vehement and extreme fire. 


a the ſubſtance of his houſefor love,they wouldgreatly comtemne it . 
'Yea,more than any fire; for any flame yet may be quenched with water: bur all the 
water of afflictionsand terrors (yea, whole ſtreames of perſecutions) cannot quench 


this love:and for all tempting offers of wealth, of pleaſures and honour, how eaſily 
are they all contemned for the loye of my Sayiour! | 


8. wehave alittle ſiſter, and ſhe hath no brefts : what ſhall wee doe for our foſter when ſhee 
| ſpall be ſpoken for 2 6s, Ts TE To 
| Wehaveaſi ſrer(as thou knoweſt, O Saviour)ordained through thy mercy,to the 
D, lame grace with mee': the uncalled Church of the Gentiles; ſmall (as yet) of growth 
through the rareneſle ofher Convyerts,and deſtitute of the help of any ourward mi- 
niſtery, whereby ſhee might either beare, or nouriſh children unto thee : when ſhee 
growes unto her maturity;and the myſtery of calling her univerſally to thee, ſhall be 
revealed to the world,and her ſelfe: what courſe will it pleaſe thee to take with her? 


7. Much water caunct quench love;neither canthe flouds drowne it : if a man ſhould give 


Curnsr. 


9. if ſhe be awall we will baild apon her a ſilver Palace : and if ſhe be a doore,we will keepe, 
ber in with boords of Cedar. | 


ved thee; while by faith ſhe aid hold onthar bleffed promiſe of the Goſpell, wheres 


| & F ſhe ſhall continue firme and conſtant, in the expeCtarion of her promiſes, and 
\ | the profeſhon of that truth which ſhall be revealed ; we will beaurihie and ſtreng- 
| then her with further grace,and make her a pure andcoſtly Palace,fir to entertain 
E, my ſpirit: and if ſhe will give free paſſage and good entrance,ro my wordand grace, 
we will make her ſare and ſafe from corruption, and reſerye her to immortality. 


The Iewiſh Church. 
Io. 1 4mawall,and my breſts are towers:then ws I in his eps as one that findzrh peace. 


Ehold:that condition which thou requireſt in theChurch ofthe Gentiles, thou 
findeſt in me; Iam thus firme and conſtant in my expeRarion, in my profeſſi- 
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on:and that want thou findeſt in her of ability to nouriſh het Children,by the [ 
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S A Le Jong of Songs. 


breft of thy Word, isnot in me : who have abundance both of nouriſh ment and gc. J 
| fence:upon which my confeſſion and plea,T found grace and peace inthe eyes of 
Saviour ; and received from him afſurance of his eycrlaſting love to me. ed 


CanisrT. 


12. Salomon had a Yinein Baalbamon:he gave the Vineyard unto keepers; everywne rin 
er forthe fruit thereef a thouſand peecesof ſubver, ' | i91:329 FN s 
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TNF profit theroffarre exceedeth the good Husbandry of Salomon: he hath a1jch 
+ V Vineyard indeed ina moſt fruirfull ſoyle; buthelets it forth tothe hang 

Br 7 ny 63 | nds! hg 5d ey oh Sof 

| orhers,asnot being able to keepe and drefſe it himſelfe : and therefore hee is fine ty 

| be content with the greateſt part of the increaſe,not expecting the whole. 


q M- Church is my Vine, and Lam the Owner and Husbandman: our thrig and 
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12. But my Vineyard which # mine,is before me:t0 thee O Salomon appertainehathyy. | 
| ſand peeces of ſilver, and two hundred to them that keepe the ſruit thereof. 
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But my Vine is ever before me, Iam withittothe endof the world, Ireſeryeit In 
| mine owne hands,and drefle jt with mine owne labour : and therefore if thoy (0 Sa. 
 [emoen) canſtreceive from thine, tothe proportion ofa thouſand, thy workmen and 
i farmers will look for the fift part to come unto their ſhare ; whereasthe gaine ofmy 


Vineyard arifeth wholly,and only unto my {elte. 


13. O thou that dwelleſtinthe gardens zhe companions harken unto thy voyce,cauſe mey 
hearc it 6 | | 


Sith therefore ſuch 1smy care of thee, andjoy inthee (O my Church, which con-(c 
ſiſteſt of the particular aſſemblies of men profeſſing my Name) ſeethou be diligent 
in declaring my will, and giving holy counſels to all thy tellow-members:ſpeak forth 

my praiſe in the great congregations (which all attend willingly upon thee) andler 
me heare the voyce ofthy conſtant and faithfull confeſſion of me before the world, 


The Charch. 


I Pe Oh mywell beltoed , flee away and be like unto the Roe, or to the young Hays wponthe 
| Mountaine of ſpices. 0} | 


= - <_>—— —————_—_——_— rm 
———— —————  _—_ -- _ 
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forme it accordingly,be thou(whichart, according to thy bodily preſence, inthe 


I Will moſt gladly do what thou commandeſt, O my Saviour:but that I may per- 


higheſt heavens) ever preſent with mee by thy Spirit, and haſten thy gloriow|0 
| comming,to my full Redemprion. | 
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| HENRY, PRINCE OF GREAT 
Britains, Sonne and Heire Apparant 


to onr Soveraigne Lord, l ams s, King 
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All glory is either world. 


wwe 


Moſt Qraciom Prigee2-|/\ (116). cf 
Ro REY To not from any conceit of ſacb worth in my 
| j\ ANT. 5 laboars, that they duſt looke ſo i, lower 
px fy KLE p4tronage would have ſerved an bigher _ 
| 8K [t were well if onght of mine could bee worthy 
| CI " 4 = 


- 


A 


OE of popular ezes,Or if I could vring ought from | 
| WYSS3741) | m9 ſelfe not unworthy of a judicious Reader. 
|F know your Highneſſe wants neither preſents, nor counſels :| 
| preſents from ſlrangers,connſels from your Teachers ; neither of 

| bem matchable by my weakpeſſe: onely duty herein excuſeth mee 

| from preſumption. For, F bought it injuſtice to devote the frutt 
\|of my labours to.any otber hand beſide my eMefters « which 

alſoF knew tobe ag gracious, as mine u faithfull. Yet (/ince even 

good affeions cannot warrant too much vileneſſe in giftt to Prin-| 
ces) left, while my modeſty diſþarages my worke, F ſhould bazard 
the acceptation; bere ſhall your Grace find variety, not without 
| profir.F bate a Divine that would but pleaſe; and nithall,cbin ke | 
| 18 impoſuble for a man to profit, that pleaſeth not. eAnd if, while| 
| m3 ſtile fixeth it ſelfe upon others, any ſpiritual profic ſball refiet| 


_ 


Ry —— —_— —_ 


FIPS 


4 PT) FY EET” "FI, th. 


—_ rn 
—_——__— q wi ——— 


— 


— Da—— 


| 


| | 
F 


ke, F 
e done 


ion 
and 
our 


fan 


in 
exp reſſe 


tet 


"+ 


\® 3 1 
di%®:! ; 


7 


,an 


IMes dccottnt 
vant, 


erceive anew faſh 


inp 


{ 


- 


more 
d 
b-to deſerve that 
- 
vin 
avour 
_ \ 


ge 

£ ag 

Iron 
mhd 
. 


ſiedly. 
qd 


ſtudies) 1 ſhall hay 
beſet 
#ſuall toothers 


(which t 


ſhall bere 


ICALOTIC, 

! who ſhall ever th 
my 
uſe) more free,” 


ends byour pen 


G 
ou 


JUFT(A 
ihe 


at more d 
ood 
b 
6d 0 
a 


ur lan 
40 
tr 
r bee £ 
atkce of ſuc 


o% 4%- £ 


: 
7 


am} 
oof 
faule. Fartber, 
[i 


ce 10 your 
praiſe 
7 Epi 


9 


The 


plea 


4 


The Epiſtle Ded 
, how happy 


” 


? 
a2 


"4 &* . 


with our 
Yo % 
t 


it leſſe eaſpl?; 
thers 
at 


2 


tboy 
La 
th. 


tt 
ac 


p 


LY 
*þ 


(if bythe be 


tf 
- 
© 


Grace 
les,new 10 0 

it 

Ik 


thexount 


F 


ect fi r0 
gra 
var 0n Ca 


[ 


our N 
a to 
toff 
ft pr 
Aavely 
es as wh 
tr 
et 
p. 


bneſſe 


# never 


4 
7 your 


VB 
D 

D 

ha 


iy 
ty 


we doe but ta 


—_: 
* 


iD 


uy T bus. 
our ſely 


F 


If 
per] 
bave 


| ax 50u 


C 
4 


Ve 


upon y 

any $00, 

natthe le 
th 


eh 
n, 


« 


Fs 
& Wor 
, 


| , 
\-pbr/o 


. 
= 


| 


. 


= — Ef.45 : . > 5 —_ « —_—_— 
, _ ; ” - . . = i p ”y —PXL SOR ut” 

— 4 T0. I EL a OR ooo —_— A. flame FP « b. 4 . 2 4 oy D—_ > +; 

- _—_—_ ah. -_ - = - by - ; 3 <4 d. gr —_ 2 * 1 - na” S 4 - + IS. n. 

CCCC_—_nrnRArTTNT TS. IINCCIE ATTCESTII = 43 4 pate "B0%-of r 
x H ” - < « - - - . KT Je ow Mc: > gr——_—_— -” hs 
FX . : - - - = lf : "TC, ». 7 
= _ a . _ 
_—- wake: - \ 


Z - . = : 
_ _ _ ao ane , I—— —— DO. ; - oy , — RE ms + - _— gr = -- "x 4 a4 —_ _ - © - 
> = _ - - 4 - : as = w —— . 4 " P . . L : > - , as %.. _—_ © > prog ” - k ® « . * : - WR I _ —— - SITE - - . 4. gay jg mms 
© —_ a. 2.4 its. —s 4. a CR ir ads ett 7 WY or 45 =O ty Z - 6 ” . _ pſ—_— —_ c - Fad £ - 00 = wa > neno_ ge gn PG == =O ER ns of cog wr = Wo #5 WIE SY Y - 
—- ET% 4 : + 7x = - 4 " > -—— - Sc: - .- "© > _ - : ” p - : ; _ . . - 
- C1] ——_ - - . —_— _ | ns - _- . -_ q "I " mw, - T > oz - _ R 2 i... 
; m—_ > _ - . vouh hk "= . ” - 'z Oe Wt _ Ar: 4 þ - p4 F = < "Ex $6 - _ - > ye VERS at ys... K WEEGT iq 
, _ - £ and - _—_— ” - - I .= a 
ww y fo * 47 6X . >. 1 


_ — 
__ 
- 


- >... 
S * TIT n 
cn pu _ _— ' - — __ _ <<. a Da — _ 
a of P 2 = 7 FLT7 toy FEPLE 29 » __ — - A 
. _ ———" OOBnmG—_— Co OEG *% Va =——_ —_ — #2496 us - co og f wy 
Þ « *= +. - A . 
; , : . Swe en a tinn, "ow > . wy p _— _— _ - 0 
OE. — LET SLES ne ett pry ers roar ra yore 
» on 4 S i : : 


_ > 
A þ . wi — 
*, «.. # ” I u ; Mz. £ 


= 


- _—_— __ 


my a2. 2 4 WU s > 2 Xs abs 
wy WR IE" Hm oC TR - , 
es LIED ION Sts Cent tudo x 
& + hs oe np rnd ir er x. 


oe nous rogers gar rang rem 
CD reeeran Go ce 
Prey PTY —————. 


CT NEE ans, > 
Sys Me « .- . 


— — — 


a” PR * 
, _ 
aw, OO 


be ee AS. 


we , 6 ref ean— OR md... 


——_—_———_____©D— iy Es te LES 
p_ E o Fs *; es <> _— he ” * 
-" : 5 E peta EONS. ALLE LY %* k 
_ o ' A f4 - - JW - 4 —* » » 
_ mg _r—_— a, 4 4k: - 4 
. : EEE I np ruy Donn WE 
f * DOT, 4 <4 X.,A4 4 _—_— ods the we oy _ 
ky "4 4 _ 4 © wy. - þ. es. 4 2» pans WET FR. In ; - - 4 
— 4 — ee gay oo 
” - rE__ - Jn - . þ: ww +L<E —_—_ 5 "A "ot - 
: Y En MEA as tr "ELL TIE. 


2 
#7 4 Aa, ea Ss AE ono, 
= _ — 
- ” 


Ny ons 


FI 


35 Sa : - hos ” o , _ _ , s Wig pO ay ES _ ——— F 
— 26 IB. 4: OE > $3 2; 

99m 3 A ye — OY So | 
een = EI, 0 UN OL IS A 


— A wy wand ee 4 


mr” 2. 4 wa es he ona as, RE 
a + EA* a REL S HS 


wi, 4 
how 
F” 


py 


way 


ae” HY as rate bo __—-- 


mY > mg aj 
> $3 wn 53. 


——_—C_— a orion 
"OE S hi * 


= 


EE i © ant an 
, vV 


—_—  — 


per <. 04 . 
does x £22 4.4 - 


” 
49! ho ts, At one nn nt orig 


\ > ee 


- _ 


- 


353 Fn ape Woe he We ce 


* IT þ "OR. "RE 
” PE * - 


SF 


a a 
vom oder. wears 


TOY WI 


"Re ag Wt 
—_ —— <4, x 4. 
: ""V pol 


__ ETON. 
» FOR. > 


- 
re _— 


. 8 
- - _— * - os eo - 


» $0, xv ner FG eneta 


AS » = 
war we 9 
Droit ow ot 
are 4s 


- 


+ 


S_ 


Be 


- Py Jad 


4 pt 5 1 6” 9 


—ao 


ak BY OR. ENS a. its SI 


ol 


amy + oe o_ wands 24k 


AY, \ 4 AS x = 
- a. X -- _— one oe, com -_ 
- ps preg n y od. « = 5 yo Snot gx" 
Ju x. $ Fs Mw. "3 i. —- 
3 


A 


- 


Ryo1 VO 


ME 


V 
DS 


[. 


. 


Fl 


I'N 


TWO DEC 


' 


SP « ; 
4 & » ; 


1634. 


3 


ntedat Loxnnon 


Impr: 


C 


1 
0 


DECAD. l. 


E P. | EP. 
1, To laces Wap $WORTH, lately} 5. ToSir T no, CrHallonu, 
revolted 1n Spaine. | A Repors of ſome Obſervations in my 
Expo ftulating for big depareure, id per-| travel, 
ſwading t 85 YerMrie, 6. [oSir David Moray. 
2, To the Lord Dunur, my Lord and | Of themracles of our time. 
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Of the contempt of the world, Lamenting, the loſſe of ſome late eminent 
3. TomyLord Har. Divines, 
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4, ToMaſter NuwrToRN, Advices for bis Travels. 
| Of gratul ation, for the hopes of our Prince | 9. To Sir Reozaxr Drury, and bis 
with an adviſing apprecation. | L adx, 


Concerning my Removal, 
10. To Maſter I.B. 
_— the feare of death. 
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Theeſtate of a true,b pang Chriſtian, | A Prefacetobis Relation of Ruſſia. 
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To Iacos VVaopsworrta lately revolted, 
In Spaine_s 
EetisrT.l. Expoſtularing for big departure,and perſwadinghs returne. 


- Ow unhappily is my ſtile changed ! Alas, that toa friend, to a brother, I | 
|; muſt write as toan Apoſtate,to anadverſary! Doth this ſeeme harſh>You | 
| have rumed it, by being turned your ſelfe. Once the fame wals held us in | 
=> one loving Socicty;the ſamo Dioceſſe,in one honourable fun&tion: Now, 
not one land,and(whichT lament)not one Church. Youare gone, we ſtandand won- | 
der. For a ſheep.to ſtray through fimplicity, is both ordinarieand lamentable:bur, for 
a Shepherd is more rare, more ſcandalous. I dare not preſume over-much, upon an 
appeale to a blinded conſcience. Thoſe that are newly come from a bright candle in- 
to a darke roome, are ſo much more bl'nd, as their light was greater ; and the pureſt 
C| Ivorie turneth with fire into the deepeſt blacke. Tell us yet by your old ingenuinie, 
and by thoſe ſparkes of good which yer (T hope) lie coyeredunder your cold aſhes, | 
tell us, what divided you? Your motives ſhall once be ſ{carined before an higher barre. 
Shame nor to have the weake eyes of the world ſee that, which once your undecei- | 
vable Judge ſhall ſee and cenfure. What faw you, whatheard you anew, that might 
offer violence toareſolved mind,and make ir either toalter,or ſuſpend? If your rea- 
ſons be invincible ,informe us, that we may follow you : bur if{(as they arehghtand 
feeble. returne you tous :Teturne, and think it no ſhame to have erred,juſt ſhame to | 
continue erring. What ſuch goodly beauty ſaw youin that painted, but 1I-favoured þ 
Strrumpet, that ſhould thus bewitch you, ſo to forger your felfe and contemne the | 
chaſte love of the Spouſe of yourSaviour ? I fawher at the ſame time 1n her gaycſt 
dreffe : Let my ſoule never proſper. ifT could ſee any thing worthie to command af- | 
fetion.I faw.and ſcorned: you faw,and adored. Would God your adoration were as | 
farre from ſuperſtition, as my ſcorne from impictie. That God judge betwixt us, 
' whether herein erred : eater men judge, that are not drunk with thoſe Babyloniſh| 
dregs! How long mighr an indifferent eye logke upon the comicall and mimick atti-| 
ons in thofe your mifteries that ſhould be facred, (your magicall exorciſmes, your| 
clericall ſhavings, your uncleanly unions, yaur croſlings;creepings,cenſings,ſprink- 
lings, your coozning miracles, pariſh proceſtions,burning ofnoone-day,chriſtning of} 
bels, marting of pardons, tofling of beads,  yaur ſyperſtirious hallowing of candles, | 
wax,aſhes,palmes,chriſme,garments,roſes,{words,water,falt,the Ponrificall Solem- 
nities of your great Maſter, and whatever your new mother hath, beſides, plauſible) 
before he ſhould ſee ought, inall theſe, worthie of any other entertainment, than 
1 contempt! Who can but diſdaine,that theſe things ſhould procure any wileproſtlire? 
E| Cannot your owne memorie recount thoſe truly religions ſpirits,” which haying| 
ſought Romeas reſolved Papiſts, have left the world as holy Marryrs, dying for the | 
dereſtation ofrhat which they came toadore?Whence this*They heard and ragni- | 
fied that, which they now ſawand abhorred. Their fire of zeale braughr them tothe | 
flames of Martyrdome. Their innocent hopespromiſed chem Religion : they found 
nothing bur a pretence;promiſed devation,and behold, idolatry,they ſaw, hated,fut- | 
fered,and now reigne;whiles you wilfully and unbidden, will loſe your ſoule, where 
others meant to loſe, and have found it. Your zeale dies, where theirs began to live: | 
| | | D ER .._ you. 
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you likero live, wherethey would but die. They ſhall comfort us, for you : they 
(h.Jlonce ſtand up againſt you:Whilethey would rather cle in the heat of th:r fire, 
than live in the darkneſle of their errors”; ycurather die in the Egyptian darkneſs 
ofcrrors than live inthe pleaſanr light of Truch : yea, I feare, rather 1n another fire, 
chaa this Light. | : 
| Alas!what ſhall we looke for of yowToo late repentance,or obſtinate error?Both 
miſerable. A Spira, or a Sr.aphyls Your friends,your ſelfe thall wiſh you rather un- 
| borne, than either. Yor 
O thou,whichart the great Shepherd, great in power, great in mercie,which leg. 
veſt the ninetie and nine ro reduce one, terch home (if thy will be)this thy forlorne 
charge : ferch him home, drive him hometo thy Fo!d,thoughby ſhame, though by 
death. Let him once recover thy Church, thou him, it is enongh.Our common Mo. 
ther I know not whether mote pities your lofe,or dildains thus to berobb'd of a fon: 
not for the need of you;bur her owne pictic,her own love. For, how many troops of 
better informed ſoules hath ſhe cyery day returning into her lap;now breathing from 
their late Antichriſtianiſme,and embracing her knees upon their owne?She laments 
you,not for that ſhe feares ſhe ſhall mifſe you, bur for that ſhe knowes you ſhall want 
her. See you her teares, and doe but pirie your ſelfe, as muchas ſhe you. And from 
3 warren your Mother,to deſcend ro your Nurſe:Is this the fruit of ſuch education? Was nor 
| dads your youth ſpent in a ſociecie of comely order, ſtri& goyernment, wiſe lawes, relj- 
gious care (it was ours yet let me praile it, to your ſhame) as may juſtly challenge 
(after all brags) either &hemes or Doway, or if your Jeſuits have any other den more 
| cleanly,and more worthie of oſtentatiom And could you come our, freſh and unſes- 
ſoned, from the middeſt of thoſe falt waves ? Could all thoſe heavenly ſhowers fall 
beſides you;while you, like a Gedions fleece, want moiſture ? Shall none of thoſe gi. (| 
| vine p: incip!es;which your youth ſeemed to drink in,check you in your new errory? 
Alas!how unlike are you to your ſelfe,to yourname? /acob wreſtled with an Angell, 
x::d prevailed:3ou grapple but with SOT AO yeeld. 1acob ſupplanted his brother: 
and Eſ2 hath ſupplanced you. /acob changed his name for a betrer by, a valiant reſi- 
(tance:youby your cowardly yeelding, have loſt your owne. /acob ſtrove with God, 
for a blefling : I feare toſiy ir,you againſt him,for a curſe; for, no common meaſure 
{ofhatredor ordinarie oppolition,can ſerve a reyolter. Either you muſt be deſperatly 
violent, or ſuſpe&ed. The mighty One of Iſrael (for he can doe it) raiſe you fallen, 
returne you wandred,and give you grace at laſt to ſhame the Devill,ro forſake your 
ſtepmother, to acknowledge your true Parent, to facisfie the world, to ſave your 
owne ſoule. If otherwiſe, I will fay of you,as leremyof his Iſraelires(ifnot rather with 
more indignation) 4y ſoule ſhall weepe in ſecret for your revolt, and mine eyes ſha drip 
downe teares becauſe one of the Lords flock gs carried away captive, i 


To my Lord and Patron, the Lord Ds x Ny 
Baron of Waltham: 


Erisr. II. Of the contempt of the will. 


Y Lord : my tongue,my pen, and my heart,are all your ſervants : when you 

MA cine: heare me through diſtance, you muſt ſeeme in my Letters. Youare|þ 
| now in the SenateoftheKingdome,or in the concourſe of the citic,or per- 

| hays(thongh more rarely) in the royall face of the Court. All of chem, places fit for 
your place. From all theſe, let me call off your mind to her home aboye; and inthe 
middeſtof buſineſie, ſhew youreſt : If T may not rather commend, than admonilh, 
and before-hand confeſie my counſell ſuperfluous, becauſe your ho! y forwardneſle 
hath preyenred'it. You can afford theſe, but halfe of your ſelfe :. The better par»! 
better beſtowed: Your ſoule is ſtill retired, and reſeryed;You haye learned to yuh 
| CT afe| | 
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Fo theſe worldly things, uſe, withour affe&ion; and know to diſtinguiſh wiſely,be- 
twizt a Stoicall dulnefſe, and a Chriſtian contempt : and have long madethe world, 

not your God, bur your ſlaye.And in truch{thar I may looſe my ſelfe into a bold and 

Fee diſcourſe ) what other reſpe& is ir worthy of ?2L would adore it on my face, if I 

could ſee any Majeltie that might command veneration. Perhaps it loves menor (© 
much.,as to ſhew me his beſt. I have ſought it enough : and baye feene whatothery 

have doated on, and wondered at their madnefſe. So may I looke to ſee bettet things 
above. as I never could ſee ought here, but vanitie and vileneſſe. | 
What is fame,but ſmoak ? and metall,bur drofle ? and pleaſure,bur a pill in ſugar? 

Let ſome Gallants condemne this, as the voice ofa Melancholike Scholler : IT ſpeake 

that which they ſhall feele, and ſhall confeffe. Though I never was fo, I haye ſeene 

ſome as happy 25 the world could make them: aud yet I never ſaw any more diſcon- 
rented. Theirlife hath bin neither longer, norſiyceter, aor their heart lighter, nor 
their meales hearrier, nor their nights quieter, nor their cares fewer, nor their com- 


plaints. Yea,we have knowne ſome thathave loſt their mirth when they haye found 
wealth ; andat once have ceaſed tobe merry and poore. Alltheſe earthly delights, if 
hey were ſound, yet how ſhort they are!and if they could be long, yet how unſound} 
If they were ſound, they are but as a good day between two agyues, or a ſune-ſhine 
[ berwixt two tempeſts. And if they were long, their honie is exceeded by their gall. 
p, This ground beares none but maples, hollow and fruitlefſe ; or, like the banks of the 
| 


dead Sea, a faire apple, which under a red fide containes nothing but duſt. Every 
flower inthis garden either pricks or ſinels il}. If it be ſveet, it hath thornes : and ifir 
have no thornes, it annoyesus with an 111 ſent. Goe then, ye wiſe idolatraus Parafices, | 
| and ere& ſhrines, and offer ſacrifices to your God, the world, and ſeek to pleaſe him | 
C {with your baſe and ſervile deyotions : it ſhallbe long enough ere ſuch religion ſhall 
| [make you happy. You ſhal at laſt forſake thoſe alters, emptieand ſorrowfull. How eaſy 
is it for us Chriſtians, thus to infultover the worldling, that thinks himfelfe worthy 
of envie 2 How eafie to turne off the world withaſcarnfull repulfe ; and when ir 
makes us the Devils profer, 4 theſe will I give thee,co returne Peters anfiver, Thy filoer 
awd :hy gold periſh with thee ? How eafie to account none ſo miſerable, as thoſe that are 
rich with injurie, and grow greatby being conſcious of ſecret evils? Wealth and ho- 
nour, when it comes upon the beſt tearmes,is but vaine; bur, when uponill conditi- | 
ons, burdenſome. When they areat the beſt, they are ſearce friends: bur, when at the 


worſt, tormentors.Alas,how ill agrees a gay coat, and afeſtered heart ?Whar availes, 

an high title, withanhell in the ſoule ? Tadmire the faith of Moſes : bur, preſuppoſing | 
his fairh, I wondernot at his choyce. He preferred the atflitions of 2ſpeeb,to theplea-: 

D] fares of Zeypt;and choſerather to eatthe Lamb, with ſowre herbs,thanall their fleſh- | 

) | | [pots :for how much better isit tobe miſerable rhan guiltic ? and what compariſoa is 

there betwixt ſorrow and finne? Ifit were poſhible, let me rather be in hell without 

finne, than on earth wickedly glorious. But how much are we bound to God,thar al- 
lowes us earthly favours without this oppoſition ! That God hath made you at once 

honourableand juſt, and your life pleaſant and holy, and hath given you an high e- | 


ſtate with a good heart ; are favours, thatlook for thanks, Theſe muſt be acknowledg- | 
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ed,nor reſted in : They are yet higher thoughts that muſt perfe& yaur contentmeve. 
What God hath given you,is nothing to that he meanes to give :He hath bin libe- 
rall;but he wil be munificene. This isnot ſo much asthe taſte ofa full cup. Faſten your 
eyes upon your future glory,and ſee how meanly you ſhall eſteeme theſe earthly gra- | 
ces. Here, you command bur a little pittance af mould(great indeed, to us; lictle,to 
the whole :Jthere, whole heaven ſhall be yours. Here you command, butas a ſubjeR: | 
F there you ſhall reigne asa King, Here, you are obſeryed ; but ſometimes with your 
juſt diſtaſte : there, ſhall you reigne with peace, andyoy. Here, yonare noble amotg 
men; there, glorious amongſt Angels. Here, you want not honour ; but you want 
| | [not crofles : there, is nothing but felicicic. Here, you haye ſome ſhort joyes: there, 
is nothing bur eternitie. You are a ſtranger, here;there,at home, Here, Satan remprs 
you, and men yex you : there, Saints and Atigels ſhall applaud you; and God ſhall 
bow you with himfelfe. In a word, you are ue bleſſed here, for that you _ be | 
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© Theſe are thoughts wortfieof greatneſſe : which it we ſuffer either imploymenrs 7 
JE ok oth out of our | Zou wee doc wiltully make our ſclves comfort- . 
lefle. Let theſe ſtill ſeaſon your mirth, and {weeten your forrowes, and cver inter. 

| poſe themſclyes berwixt you and the world. Theſe onely can make your life happie, | 
and your death welcome. 


A A re ThE Near rn nes 
Tomy Lord H a y,H.andP. 


Ereisrt. III. Of true Howonr. 
M< Lord, it is ſafe tocomplaine of Nature where Grace 1s; and to magnifie 
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Grace,where it isat once had,and affected. lr is a fault of Nature,and not the 

leaſt, that as ſhe hath dimme eyes,ſo they are miſ-placed. She lookes ſtil] Ci 
ther forward or downeward; forward to the object ſhe defires,or downeward to the 
meanes:never turnes her eyes either backward,to ſee what the was; or upward,to the 
cauſe of her good:whence,it is juſt with God to with-hold what he would give,or to 
curſe that which he beſtowes;and to beſot carnal! minds with outward things,in their 
value, in their deſire, intheir uſe : whereas true wildome hath cl-are eyes, and right 
ſer ; and therefore ſees an inviſible handinall ſenſible events, effecting all things,di. 
refting all things to their due end; ſees on whom todepend, whom to thank. Earth 
is too low and too baſe, togive bounds unto a {pirituall fight.No man then can truly 
know what belongs towealth, or honour, but the gracious ; either how to compaſſe 
them,or how to prize them, or how touſe them. ] care not how many thouſand waies 
there are to ſeeming-honour, beſides this of vertue : they all (if more) ſtill leadto 
ſhame:or what plots aredeviſed to improve it ; if they were as deepe as hell, yer their 
end is loſſe. As there is no counſell againſt God, ſo there is no honour without him, 
He inclines the hearts of Princes to fayour;the hearts of inferioursto applauſe. With- 
out him, the hand cannot move, toſuccefſe ; nor the tongue, topraile : And whatis 
honour without theſe ? In yaine doth the world frowne upan the man, whom hee 
'meanes to honour ; or ſmile, where he would diſgrace. Let me then tell your Lord- 
ſhip, who are favourites In the Court of heaven; even whiles they wander on earth: 
yea, letthe great Kinghimſelfe tell you, Thoſe that honour axe, Twill honour. Thatmen| 
have the grace to give honour to Cod, is an high favour : but becauſe men give ho- 
nour to God ( as their dutie ) that therefore God ſhould give honour to men, isto 
give, becauſe he hath given. It is a favour of God, that man is honoured of man like 
himſelfe: but that God alloweth of our endeyours as honour to himſelfe, is a greater 
favour than that wherewith he requires it. 

This is the goodnefſe of our God ; The man that ſerves him, honours him : and 
whoſoever honours him with his ſervice, 1: crowned with honour. I challengeal| 
times,places, perſons : Who ever honoured God,and was negletted ? Who hath wil- 
fully diſhonoured him,and proſpered ? Turae overall Records, and ſee how ſucceſle 
ever bleſſed the juſt, after many dangers, after many ſtormes of reſi {tance,& leftrher 
conclufion glorious;how all godlefle plots, in their looſe, haveat once deceived,ſham- 
ed,puniſhed their Author. I goeno further:Your owne breſt knowes, that your hap- 
pie experience can herein juſtifie God. The world hath noted you, for a follower of 
vertue ; and hath ſcene how faſt Honour followed you : Whiles you ſought favour 
with the God of heayen, he hath given you favour with his Deputie on carth. 

Gods former actionsare patterns of his future : He teacheth you what he will doe; 
by what hee hath done. Vnleſſe your hand be weary of offcring ſervice, he cannot 
either pull in his hand from rewarding, or hold it out empty. Honour him till, and 
God pawnes his honour, on not failing you. You cannot diſtruſt him. whom your 
proofe hath found faithfall. And, whiles you ſettle your heart in his right curſe of 
true glory, laugh, in ſecret ſcorne, atthe idle endeyours of thoſe SE roll 
CIES would out-reach God, and ſeize upon honour without his leave. (God laughes 
atthemin heaven, itis a ſafe and holy laughter that followes his.) And pittie the 


A | | OLTeTANS 
= — prepoſterous 


m— ui. 


—_ 


2D —_ . 
- ' "4 > 
; =; ; F" 59 « hs N . , 5 FEY , 
? iv _ - 2 _ ” - +> - te, 
A = —_— » ow n « _— 8 Þ+.g - - 5 _ < by ” 1 & ——— _ 
—_— " ”- L rem s os © -— row ———— ” p 
ret IEP I En CC Ne CO p ks 6 Y o fat $1 a Rh _ OI. — — — — _— — 
nf + ar 4 —_— a _ _ " -. X > , V _ 
, Sm , - is 4 D——_ _— : we *q__ . = bs Boe” EY 
wi; ” : . oe you . 8 1 _ "> Ibn 4 dr <> > | Þ; or , 
=y F - Kain A a "> - * al IE B 
a. x LO MIS £ EO. 


617 3. ane” 
2 _ 


n x 
Mo 
AT 

6. 
v5 
x 

"4; 

l 
ne 

* 

vs 
Ef 

I [1 
$ J 
» 
by 
> = 

[ 
+4 

: P : 

a: £ 

; 5h ; 

; 

2 *' 

y 
* 

t& 

&; 1 

Þ 

ps q* 

"ot 

© 6. + 

} 

* : 

$ {i 
- » 
> - 
FIT 
{4 
7 

% 
= 

< 
4 4 

$ 


s 51 
P i. => 
n ie] 
=— 4 y 
4 : £4 of 
P LY 
2 - : þ1 by 
<q 4 : : g 4 
| py 
, T7 
C 
% : "y ; 
. 9 
: | 4 
* 'P E 
Ti 
4% 
4 : L » 
: - 
# : 3 £ 
"2 : - 
: 
' : 
. + 4 
o . Ek. 
$ F F i 
4 - $1 SS. 
: : . d $ "0 
Y : [ 
a bs 4 4 
b ; *1 £.- 
; 7 : L 4 
; | + 
i | 4 i 4, 
: FI" 
' {| 1 þ * 
| "PD? ' 03 
r y p ; dr 
: ? F; *R 
; o x ** + hs 
oy yo : : * 
Tz FF 
o Lv3 o 
4 : T4 . 
4 J” : 14 y : 
' {fy 
; 24.3. 
p ; ” TY 
$ of * q : 
Ti » 
p < 'S. , Wy! 
4 £1 F FD 
£54 4 3 ws F 
Ly 
mu ms 
* 3 
SY $535 27s ? 
| *I114'F6% 
* = by 7 f 
17 I T; 
* i F Þ 
+. " 
$ o 4 
3. 1* $4 
: \ : Ls 
4 % : : 
SITE; : 
# [7-8 T5345 
, «10; #7: 
4 I 4? 
: : 114 F56- 
: t : V; 
: + LF p l 
8314 $f 
+ 7 4 OSS, 1 
' bi %# 
i : ) 
£4 $ 3» 
© $6 $þ-0 
F I « : 
's Ts 159 
= © 
C þ ” TT 
' is 6 F © : 37 
& * ; 4 
x3 + \ Hat 7 
i FT , ; 
"TW" : 
| \ SNL 
Id k :.*\&F 4 
% , + : 
$7 ©# 
: 4 k Be 5 $ 
* TEES £ 
'3. 4 "S F* 
b RE t W | j | | g 
47S % . +, : 
F; G b . :, : MED 
*: 1 ; 
3 & y # | 
A " [5] . 
| # 
* : "_* 
iN 1% P 
b bY ” " 
# © 3 ' wes ' 
i» : LOT x 
'& ' Fd ; 
4 j i 1 
by : : . i'% : | - T5 
* 1 , 
TH (> NIH 
o * p , mY a YN 3 p 
'' £4 + ? , 
It o A 
| «F + 4 
*7 | J T7. , 
” % 2 . > : 
« &XF 3.4 d : 
F b 7 © 4 y 4 
>: 0-397 2+ 77 
is 8 8 PP 3+ 
? L - "'T ; : 
> , - G 4 +. : 
4 [7 1* SE 5 
p — 7-5 < ' 
+ , 4 T2 
; ! : TE" 
* xD A y +3 
I 2 : ®. + $6 j 
$4 : ' 
 & > $ CEN th 
G 413%; Y! yp 
«4 f : . $& 309 
45 , +4 
i443 IT5 | if. 
= 4 ; : # : vs 
 * EP NE I 1 22M1M 
3: 4 s \ y FE 
* LE ' (LIT 
k £ . » +? 
[Fr +e 
*/ 22 Fob 
28 ..* C F4 
N - ; PF » [4 \p 
: | 464 * i *3'# 
{8 "44 : ; 
Y + FIRST ; 
4g, 6.& (FG 4% Ly 
$ : . c #. 2 : 
: 81 ; £ 
\ "> 3HS &- +” 
2«V *Z FL 13 
& 3% / $ a7 $4 : 
: - , 3 3 HS 
. $144, af 
3 4 8 
£ # ES 7 z 
» PR 4 bo % y t 
x $3 3 » F ' 
1 i . £3 + 1 ; : 
, , * 6 , 
7 of : "0 {/ L 
; 2+ WE - = S+ $ : 
= o#d 3-33 *:i{\ ns} f 
P 5: a9 * FS © : 
2. ,'4 T ra k * 4 
4 bat YL 
' = } *: y : 4 
þ ; Þ +4F 5 A SE : 
© © $3 
C a5 Y'4 p, 4; ; b. 
» 438 $0 
. 5 4 
; L F "# 
be tel x FB) 3-4 WR. 
.& 4 \ NP; . : [ | 
FX 3 ; 7 3 A 4 F Fey 
l 4 . F-* 8 «* FI: ' 
4 I ++$R? 38 © . : 
. k L 4 $5 hy > # : wy 
__ G BEEP LES BB ; 
Q 4 x ns. $* : Y £ x 7 : , i 4 
| EY * . 3 QT, $4 6 8 t E554 
1, FSEEE + £3} N% 4 # 3} dl % 
$ K - Ph ! z $ , ” : $2; l 
F I” i yaE, 4 £ dd * © 7 v4 
þ. | "5 $ © my L £-% 
'Y = wy o 
4 t F- 8 T Ws "41 a 3. 34 
BE SO BS 4s | | 
4 + $$$} 5 $ ' 
, £3 \ : / 
f SK l 
= > © hs as ; po $44 1? 
« #448 =. TY ; : 
4 # , x "1 
& s *” #5 - Pp ol Ft , 
6 Fil $f ” . 4 
4 5 A q TY 3 1 
; RE 84%: 4 35 
- ai 7 % z ; & 
4 = | 5 # þ 
- 7: * X 
” Ys, T S. 4 Fo v 
TY ©: SE | : ? - 
- FEE We |= 2156: ar 06 
. * F © 4 ' ? os 
£ . þ +*) ' 4 : C F / . 
3 % p 
0 4. %} : 4 TY #*. # 
at "+ 444 & . [av] 3 
& . — i] #-- he . bl 
6 Wn: 2 1: "= 
B +40 —_ 4. £: 3 I 
. fa; $4 q + WW. 7 
 $ WEF5 47 © 7 "pf 
" in %..3 7 . | 
FT 4 LETT 0534 4 . 
£2 "IF SL 2 : , 
+ © Y 
ky k« &. ” by | . 
i 4 v" ? . *- 
. * © x) = i. 4 4 
[3 _ o | D 
þ 0 4 
\ 6 * Ly PR : } EY 
TRE / ; A « 4 
.v L of 4 * }; 
$; * CS 3 : A 
0” - : ' n = 
: * ' : ; \ 
5 P "ho , . of 
"43. 4W ; 
: "87 : v 
£ is » n A 's, 
be uf: 
P 3 Li 2% l $7 Y $ 
« 2 ; . KR 1 X# 
E & ; ; : 4 
4 *2% ' # Ws: g i $- 
- #s. ® 3 i : 
Gt " *; R. Lg 
3 a ;; x $72 
2 L 13S Py * mo + , 
A 7 0. #7? 
” « * 
% ® } j : : 5 W + 
: : 5 
>. 33K . "pe. i | 
(47 "4 be” 
+ bY 4 5 no? . a 
þ & Þ ze #5: 
* FÞ s 7 "4h i. 
wY by iy 2.0 + 4 4 : 
: KK" & f | ! 
bp j I 4 % q by3 
7 94% d , > -* E » 
x SR 7-4) - with 391 ' th 
(E30S27 2008 
+» YME>E L418 F 
: | \ x p & . 2" ; 
148 > Bi 32:08 + 
Fo $ oO pb ! : v 
: 0 
v*, 3 - X " 
$4 #7 59% BY [44 { 
L k >> pz > 
*. M EL S . F 
a" | z i 
ts % M21 pF . 
"JARS. p 3 4 
Wo o 7. 7 
| $:..* ; : f bl 
©, £ . 7 
© = LS ” 
' = | 4 be 
.* y + 'Y 4 "4 + 
L K $ ; £3 #4 
, 6Y : j &4 x 
= s : 4 bf ” : 
: L 7 
py | TY 3s £4 
: 44 Sndh | 9 GE 
iS; F o5 "—_ 
% C 
{4 : 
_ $ 
o , 5 j 
4 ; FRE T 
by ; $ 
: ; 3 4 © $% 
F T C + : ? F4 
. ' 3 467 
- 
4 « : þ 4 
l K if 
p { x k 
bk : 
2 k, we! 
y Sz % & 0 p 
= -. A : «1 
5 "A % , * (s 
"FF : E A 
\ q g [4 
» "EL FT 44} : 
J + F 1 - uU 44 : 
45 F 8 ; . *4 
p, Y =E 2 + , \ 
HET 4 _ + c1 , 
[4 4 " - 
bd | {'H LY 3  - 
4 iS F 
' ' va. 
7 "% i 
: $4 + i 
. | *WM 
: _s « £ 
\ ” Ss + wu] 
F, , 11.0 
y . 
- * 8; ; £5 LES 
3 F 
£ TS MI 
- y : 
I bY 
l 
\ 
C 


0 
___— - 


< Se 
OS. © ns, 


EP 1ST. IT. 


bs orepoſterous courſes of chem, which make religion bur a foot-(toole to the ſeat of | 
A for all chings but heaven ; which make the world their 


oo er Toe —_ x _—_— 
—_ —_ 47 
OE EY ea as 1 4 
RC. - 
. << - 


« 
pu 4 th. + 
+ 
% —— So 
v *. — ESL LEE TAS 
het By nb 


- 
” - _ _—_— o, oF. 5m 
IE _o ang » fre, A < wu ant 2->* n - —_ . 
wb. oo Vo ugnnt; 5% IB 7 —— 
=P pogo I 


PR ns 


” . — - m - - 


- Cm _ 


” ag 


advancement z which care 5% nake 
ſtanding marke, and doe nor ſo much as rovcar God. Many had ſped well, if they 
had begun well, and proceeded orderly. _ BY DO RO ne Oe 

A falſe merhod is the bane of many hopefull endeyours. Cod bids us ſecke firſt his 
Kingdome ; and earthly things ſhall find usun{ought. Fooliſh nature firſt ſeekes the 
world : and if ſhelight on God by the way, it is more than ſhe expects, delires, cares 
for ; and therefore files of both, becauſe lhee ſeekes neither arighr. Many had been 
great, if they had caredtobe good ; which roware croffed in what they would, be- 
cauſe they willed not what they ought. ; It Se/omonhad made wealth: his firſt fair, 1 
doubt he had beene both poore and fooliſh : now, hee asked wiſdome; and gained 
orcatneſſe : Becauſe he choſe well, he received what hee asked not. O the bountie 
and fidelitic ofour God ! becauſe we would have the beſt, he gives us all : Earth ſhall | 
wait upon us, becauſe we attend upon heaven. | GS 

Goeon, my Lord, goe on happily, to love religion, topratile it : let God alone 
with thereſt. Bee youa patterne of vertue ; he ſhall make you a Precedent of glory. 
Never man loſt ought by giving it to God: thar liberall hand returnes our gifts, with 
advantage. Let men, let God ſee that yon honour him ; and they ſhall heare him 
proclaime before you, Thys ſhell it be dow to the man whom the King will honour. & 
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To M. Newton, Tutor to the Prince, | 
E* 18%, IV. OfGratelation, for the hopet of on? Printe ; witha# adviſing apprecation. 
G IR.God hath called you to agreat and happy charge :You have the cuſtody of 


our commonTreaſure:Neither isthereany ſervice comparabletothisof yours; 
whether we regard God, or the world. Ourlabours oft-times beſtowed upon 
many, ſcarce profit one : yours, beſtowed upon one, redounds to the profit of many 
millions. This isaſummarie way of obliging all the world to you.I encourage younor 
in your care: you have morecomfort inthe ſucceſſe of it;thanallworlds can give you. 
The very ſubje&t of your pains would give an heart to himrhat hath none. Trather 
congratulate with you our common happinefſe, and the hopes ofpoſteritie, in thar 
royall and blefſed iſſue. You have beſt cauſe to be the witneſſe of the rare forward- 
nefſe ofour gracious Maſter:and IThave ſeen enough,to make me think I canneyerbe 
cnough thankfull toGod for him. Thar Princes are fruutfull is a great blefling; ;. bur, 
that their children are fruitfull in grace, &not more eminent inplace than yertig.ts 
the greateſt favor God candotoaState; The goodneſſcof aprivate man is his own; of 
a Prince, the whole worlds. Their wordsare Maximez, their a&ionsexamples, their | 
cxamples rules. When I compare them with their royall Father,(as Ido oft &chear- | 
fully)I cannot fay whether he be more happy in himlſelfe, or in chem. I ſee hothin, 
 hum,andrhem;I ſee8& wonder,that God diſtriþures to narurall Priricesgitcs propor- | 
\ tionable to their greatnefſe. The wiſe Moderator of the world knowes whatuſs js of. | 
their parts : he knowes that the head muſt have all the ſenſes that pertaine to the. 
whole body:& how neceffarie it is,that inferioursſhould admirechem:no leſſe for the 
excellency of their graces,than for the ſway of their authorivie.Whereupqniiris,thar | 
he gives heroicall qualities ro Princes;and as he hath beſtowed upon.them his owns: 
name, ſoalſo he gives them fpeciall ſtamps of his owne gloriaus Image. Amongſt al 
other vertnes, what a.comfort is it to ſee thoſe yeares,and thole ſpirits ſtoope ſo wills | 
ingly todeyotion? Religion is growne too ſevere a Miſtreſſe for young & high cou- | 
rages to atrend. Very rare is that Nobilitie of bloud, that. doth not challenge liberric, 
and that liberrie, that ends not.in looſenefſe-Loe,this example teachethourGallanes, | 
how well even Majeſty can aibeg with homage;Majeſtyto men, with homage roGod. | 
Farre be it from me, rodo that which my next clauſe ſhall condemane:but Ithink is 
are fay,that ſeldome ever thoſe yeares have pn SS hae performed ſo: 
| : 
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| much.Only God keeptwo miſchcifes ever from within the ſmuak of his Court: Flat- R 
tery and Treachery:The iniquirie of times may make usfeare theſe ;not his inclination, 
For,wherher as Engliſh, or as men, it harh been ever familtar tous,to fawne ypgn 
Princes: Though, what doi beſtow rwonames upon one vice,but attircd in two ſin. 
dry ſuits ofevill?For,F/arteryis no other than gilded treaſon;nothing elſe burpoiggn 
in gold : This evill is morerame z not leffe dangerous. It had beene berter for man 
great oneSnot to have been, than to have been in their conceits more than men. This, 
Flettery hath done ; and whar can it not ? Thar other, Treachery, ſpils the bloud,; this, 
the yertues of Princes., That takes them from others : th 15 bereaves them of them. 
ſelves. Thar, inſpighr of the aftors, doth but change their Crowne: this ſtealesjx 
from themfor ever. Whocan but wonder, that reads of ſome not unwiſe Princes, 6 
bewitched with the inchantments of their Paraſites, that they have thought then. 
ſelves Gods immortall, and have ſuffered themſelves ſo ſtiled, ſo adored ? Neither p 
Templesnor Statues, nor Sacrifices have ſeemed roo much glory to the greatneſſe of 
their ſelf-love. Now none ofall their aftions could be either evi], or unbeſeeming, | 
nothing could proceed from them worthy of cenfure,unworthy of admiration: Their 
very ſpots have been beauty, their humours juſtice, thei: errours witty, their Parz- 
doxes divine.their exceſſes heroicall. O the damnable feryilitie of falſe minds! which 
perſwade others of that which themſelyes laugh to ſee beleeved. O the dangerous 
credulitie of ſelfe-love ! which entertaines alladyantages it never ſo evill, never 
impoſſible. How happy aſervice ſhall you doe to this whole world of ours, if you 
(hall ſtill ertle in that Princely mind a true apprehenſion of himfclfe; and ſhall teach 
him to take his owne height aright ; and even from his childhood to hare a Paraſite, 
as the worſt Trairor ; Tobreake thoſe falſe glaſſes, that would preſenthim a face,not 
his owne-:To applaud plaine truth, and bend his browes upon exceffive praiſes. Thus 
affected, he may bid vice doe her worſt. Thus ſhall he ſtrive with vertue, whether 
 ſhallmore honour each other. Thus fincere and ſolid glory ſhall every where follow, 
' and crowne him. Thus when he hath but his due, he ſhall haye ſo mnch, tharhe ſhall 
 ſcorne to borrow the falſe colours of adulation.Goe on happily in this worthy & no- 
ble employment. The work cannot but ſacceed,that isfarthered with ſomany praiers, 
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To Sir TuoMas CuaLlLones. 


Erisr. V. A report of ſome Obſertations in my Travel. 


IR, beſides my hopes, not my defires, I trayelled of late ; for knowledge part- 
S ly, and partly for health. There was nothing that made not my journey ples 
— fant, ſavethelabour of the way : which yet was fo ſweetly deceived, by the 
ſocictie of Sir Ed1usd Bacon, (a Gentleman truly honourable, beyond all ritles) that 
I found ſmall cauſe to complaine. The Sea brookt not me, nor I it ; an unquiet ele- 
ment, made onely for wonder anduſe, nor for pleaſure, Alighred once from that 
woodden conveyance, and uneyen way, I bethoughr my ſelfe how fondly our lifeis 
committed toanunſteadie and reeling peece of wood, fickle winds, reſtlefſe waters 
while we may ſetfoot on ſtedfaſt and conſtant earth. Loe,then every thing taught me, 
every thing delighted me ; fo ready are wero be affetted with thoſe forraine pler 
ſures,whichat home we ſhould over-look. I faw much, as one mightin ſacha ſpan of 
earth, in ſo few moneths. Thetime fayoured me:for,now new] y had the key of peace 
opened thoſe parts which warre had beforecloſed ; cloſed(I ry)coall Engliſh, fave|E 
either tugitivesorcaprives. Allcivill occurrences (as whar faire ries, 7 je ſtrange 
taſhions,entertginmenrs,dangers,d elights we found\are fir for othef eares,& winter 
evenings. What I noted, asa Divine within the ſphere of my profefion, my paper 
ſha}|notſþareinſome part toreporr;and that to your ſelfe, which have paſſed alonge! 
 way,with more happy fruit of obſervarion.Even lictleſtreames empty themſelves in- 
to great Rivers,and they againe into the Sea.Neithet do deſire rotell youwhat you 
know not:it ſhall be ſufficientthar T relate ought which others ſhall think memorable: 
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A long our way,how many Churches ſaw we demoliſhed ! Nothing left, but rude | 
heapes,to tell the paſſenger, there hath been both deyortionand hoſtilitie.Orhe miſe- 
rable foor-ſtepsof warre, beſides bloud(ſhed,ruine;and deſolationiFxy bath donethar 
chere, which Covetoſmeſſe would do with us;would dbe,but ſhall not; The truth with- 
in, ſhall ſave the walls without. And, to ſpeak truly (what-ever the vulgar exclaime) 
[dolitry pull'd downe thoſe walls; notrage. If there had beene no Hollander to raze 
chem, they ſhould have fallen alone, rather than hide ſo much impictie under their 
ouiltic roofe. Theſe are ſpeacles,nor fo much of cruzltie,as jultice. Crueltie of man, 
Juſtice of God.Butr(which I wondred at)Churches fall;and feluirs Colleges riſe, eyery 
where. There 1s no Citie,where thoſe are not cither rearing or built. Whence com- 
meth this ? Is ir, for that devotion 1s not fo neceſſary as policy ? Thoſe men(as we fay 
of the Fox)fare beſt, when they are moſt curſed. None fo much ſpighred oftheir owne; 
none ſo hated of all ; none ſo oppoled by ours : and yer theſe ill weeds grow. Who- 
focyer lives long, ſhall ſee them feared of their owne, which now hate them ; ſhall 
ſce theſe ſeaven leane kine deyoure all the fat beaſts that feed on the medowes of Ty- 
ber. I prophecie as Pharaoh dreamed : The event ſhalljuſtific my confidence. f 

At Bruxelles I ſay ſome Engliſk-women profeſſe themſelves Yeſtglr ; with a thous 
ſandrites, I know not whether more ridiculous, or magicall.. Poore ſoules ! they 
could not be fooles enough at home. It would have made youto pity, laugh, diſ- 
daine (I know not which more ) ro ſee by what cunning fleights and faire prerences 
that weake ſex was fetcht into a wilfull bondage ; and ( if thoſe two can agree) will- 
ingly conſtrained to ſerve a maſter whom they muſt and cannot obey : whom the 
neither may forſake for their yow, nor can pleaſe for their frailty. What followes 
hence? Late ſorrow, ſecret miſchiefe, miſery irremediable. Their forwardnefle, for 
will-worſhip, ſhall condemne our coldnefle for truth. 

I talkedthere(in more boldnefle perhaps chan wiſdome)with Coffterws a famous Je- 
ſuit; an old man,more teaſty than ſubrile,and moreable to wrangle than ſatisfie.Our 
diſcourſe was longe and roaving,and on his part full both of words and vehemencie. 
He ſpake as at home ; I asa ſtranger : yet ſo,as he ſaw me modeſtly peremptory.The 
particulars would ſwell my Letter too much : It 1s enough, that the Truth loſt leſſe 
than I gained. Ar Gawmt (a Citic that commands reverence for age, and wonder for 
the greatnefle) we fell upon a Cappxcive noyice, which wept bitterly; becauſe he was 
not allowed to be miſcrable.His head hadnow felc the razor;his back the rod:all thar 
Laconicall diſcipline pleaſed him well ; which another, being condemned to, would 
juſtly account a torment. What hindred chen?Piery ro his mother, would not permit 
this which he thought piety to God: He could not beawitling begger,unlefſe his mo- 
ther muſt begunwillingly. Hee was the only heire of his father, the only ſtay of his 
mother:the comfort of her widowhood depended on this her orphane;:whonow na- 
ked muſt enter into the world of the Cappyciwes,as he came firſt into this; leaving his 
goods tothe divitionof the fraternitie:the leaſt part whereofſhould have been hers, 
whoſe he wiſhed all:Hence thoſe rears,that repulſe. I pitied his il beſtowed zeale;& 
rather wiſhed,rhan durſt teach him more wiſdome.Theſe men for deyout, the Jeſiurs 
for learned and pragmaticall,have ingrofſed all opinion from other Oxders. O hypo- 
crifie ! No Coppnc3se may take or touch filyer : for theſe are(you know)the quinteſ 
ſence of Franciſcan ſpirits. This mertall is asyery an Azathewato theſe,as the wedge of | 
gold to Achas ; at the offer whereof he ſtarts back, as Moſes from the Serpent : yer he 
carries aboy with him, that takes & caries ir;$ never complaines of either metall or | 
meaſure. I ſaw and lavighed at it ; & by this open trick of hypocriſie ſuſpe&ed more, | 
more cloſe. How could I chuſe ? while commonly the leaſt appears of that which is; | 
eſpecially of that which is loathſome in appearance, much more in nature. At Namere, 
on a pleaſant & ſtcep hill-rop,we found one that was termed a maried Hermite ; ap- 
proving his wiſdome above his fellows, that could make choice of fo chearefall and 
lociable a ſolitarineſſe. Whence, after a delightfull paſſage up the ſweet River Moſs, | 
we viſited the populous rich Clergie of Leodiirey, That great Citie might well be di- 
chotomizedinto Cloyſters and Hofpirals.IfT might adyenture, I could here play the | 
F | nick ater all the ruins of my negleFed Ran (5 monuments.,and after them 
25 NS = TT. ca. 
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our Lip favs, call this people Ebwromes : 1 doubt whether it ſhould notratherbe written |] 
Ebriones ; yet without ſearch of any other records, lave my owne eyes: while yer] 
would thoſe ſtreets were more moiſt with wine,than with bloud;wherein noday,no 
| night isnot diſmall coſome.No law,no Magiſtrate, layes hold onthe knowne murder. | 
er,if himſelfe liſt : for three dayes after his fact, the gates are open, andjuſtice ſhy; 
private violence ma purſie him,publike juſtice cannot : whence,ſome of more hot 
temper carve hetnlles of revenge ; others take up with a {mall pecuniary fatisf4. 
&ion. O England,thought I, happic for juſtice,happie for ſecuritie ! There youſhall 
find in every corner a Maumet; at every doore abegger ;1n every diſh a Prieſt. From 
thence we paſſed to the Spa,a village famous for her medicinalland minerall waters, 
compounded of Iron and Copperice 3 the verrue whereof yet the ſimple inhabitant 
aſcribesto their benificiall Saint, whole heavy foot hath made anull-ſhaped impreſj.. 
on in 2 ſtone ofhis*Savenje : A water more wholeſome than pleaſant, and yet more 
fmous than wholeſome. The wilde deſerts ( on whichit borders ) are haunted with 
three kinds of ill cattell; Free-booters, Wolyes, Witches : although theſe two laſt are 
oft-times one. For thar ſavage Arden isreputedto yeeld many of thoſe monſters, 
whom the Greekes call auwye'=x; they, Longarous ; we (it you will) Wirch-yolves ; 
|Witches that have put on the ſhape of thoſe cruell beaſts. We ſaw a boy there, whoſe 
halfe-face was devoured by one of them neere the village : yet ſo,as that the earewa; 
rather cut than bitten off. Not many dayes before our comming,at Limbargh was ex- 
ecuted one of thoſe miſcreants, who confeſſed on the wheele to have devoured two 
and fortie children in that forme.It would aske a large volume, to ſcan this probleme 
of Lycanthropy.The reaſons, wherewith ther relation furniſht me on both parts, would 
make an Epiſtle tedious. This in ſhort Irefolved ; a fubſtanciall change, 15 above the 
reach of all infernall powers, proper to the ſame hand that created the ſubſtance of 
 both:Herein the Devill playes the double Sophiſter; yea, the Sorcerer with Sorcererz, 
Hee both deludesthe Witches conceit, and the beho{ders eyes. 
One thing I may notomit, without ſinful over-f1ght;A ſhort, but memorable Story, 
which the Grephzer of that towne (though of different religion) reported to more 
cares than ours. Whea the laft Inqhuiſition tyrannized in thoſe parts, and helptto 
ſpend the Faggors of Ardessz ; one of te relt, a confident Confefſour, being led farre 
to his ſtake, ſing Pſalms along the way,in a heavenly courage and vicorious triumph: 
the cruell Officer envying hislaſt mirth,and grieving to ſee him merrier than histor- 
' mentors, commanded him f{ilence:He ſings ſtill,as deſirous to improve hislaſt breath 
tothe beſt. The view of his approaching gJory,bred his joy; his joy breaks forth into 
a chearefull confeſſion :The enraged Sheriffe cauſes his tongue, drawne forth tothe 
length,tobe cut off neer theroots. Blondy wretch! It had been good muſicke tohave|1) 
heardhis ſhreeks: bur, to heare his muſicke was rorment. The poore Martyr dicsin 
filence, reſts in peace. Not many moneths after, our butcherly Officer hath a ſonne 
borne with his tongue hanging downe upon his chinne, like a Deer after long chaſe; 
which never could be gathered up within the bounds of his lips. O the divine hand, 
Hifteire er mi. | full of Juſtice, fullof revenge ! Goe now, Lipſwe, and write the new miracles of thy 
recles, & | Goddeffe ; and confirme ſuperſticionby ſtrange events. Judge youtthat have ſeene,if 
ied tour | everthe Chappell of Halle or Zichem have yeelded onght more notable. Wee meete 
Septembre au | EVETY where Pilgrims to thoſe his Ladies : two Ladies ſhall I call them.,or one Lady 
412 an 1603. in twoſhrine?Ifrwo, why doe they worſhip but one ? If bur one,why doth ſhe that 


| eftant Fefte de 


la Nativitz de. | CUrC At Zichew.,which at Helleſhe could not?O what pitie it i8,that ſo high a witſhou'd 
potion Dow, in the laſt att be ſuabje&t ro dotage! All the maſculine brood of that bh > wecheriſh- 


Pelerins a et | £d,and(if need were)admured:bur theſe his filly Vergins,the feeble iſe of diſtempe- 
environ 20000 | IE age, Who Can abide? One of hisdarlings,at el; told me from his xvi 1."Þ 


y him in ten dayes got, conceived, borne, 
Theſe aQsof ſuperſticion have an inviſible 
tforan Elephant togoe three yeares witha 
Moret#s,not without ſome indignation, that 

e,and read ſome paſſages, threw it to 
that made it,and to him that belecuw it. 
Whether 


Pap. 35. 
2108 that the elder of theſe twodaughters was b 


fs. chriſtned. Ibeleeved, andwondred nor. 
 father,and mid-wife : beſides that it isno 
Mouſe. It was told me in the ſhop of his 
our King, when hee had well viewed the book 
the ground, with this cenſure ; Damnation to hin 
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Whether a true ſtory, or one of their Legends, I enquire not : I am fare, that ſen- 
rence did not ſo much diſcontent them,as it Joyed me. Let metell you yet, e1eI rake 
off my pen,two wonders more, which I ſaw in that wonder of Cities, Antwerp; one. a 
ſolemne Maſſe in a ſhambles, andthat on Gods day; while the houſe was full otmear, 
of butchers, of buyars; ſome kneeling, others bargaining, moſt ralking, all. buſie. 
It was ſtrange to ſee one houſe ſacred to god, and the belly ; and how thoſe two ſer- 
vices agreed : The Prieſt did eat fleſh, the butchers ſo!d fleſh, inone roofe, at one 
inſtant. The butcher killed, and ſold it by peeces; the Prieſt did facrifice; andorally 
devoure it whole: whether was the more butcher? The like we might have ſeene at 
Malines. The other,an Engliſh-man, ſo madly deyour, that he had wilfully mur'd up 
bimſelfe as an Azachoret ; the worſt of all priſoners. There fate he penrup, for his 
further merit, halfe hunger-ſtaryed for the charitie of the citizens. It was worth ſee- | Mechlinia. | 
ing, how manly he could bite in his ſecret want, and diſſemble his over-late repen- | ran a 
rance. Icannot commend his mortification, 1f he wiſh to be in heaven, yea in pur- 
atory,tobe delivered from thence : I durſt not pittic him ; becauſe his durance was 
willing,and (as he hoped) meritorious : but, ſuch incouragement as he had from me, 
{ſuch thanke ſhall he have from God ; who in ſtead of an Exge, which he lookes for, 
fhall angerly challenge him, with Who required this 2 I leave him now, in his owne 
fetters ; you, to your worthy and honourable employments. 
Pardon me this length. Lognacitie is the naturall fault of Travelers: while T profic 


any, I may well be forgiven. 
Wi. DIES B42. P&SH SP SEAM PEERS SEASSES, = f 
TEODHSTHARHRRSYSSRHTRHSTEDSS GSSSARTESS 6H | 


=_—  ———— ——— — > - 


TW 


Jon ute Er I 
"_y" 


LEY 
= 


_ 


{ans 
To Sr David MvxRras. 


Er1st. V I. Concernize the Mirackes of our time. 5. 
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many ſway the faith of ſome, and make all men wonder. Our nature is greedy of 
newes.; which it will rather faine than want. Certainly,ere long,miracles will be 
no wonders, for their frequence. I had thought, our age had had too many gray 
haires, and with time experience, and with experience craft, to have deſcrieda Jug- | 
pler: bur now I ſee by the ſimplicinie, it declines to its ſecond childhood. The two 
Lipfian Ladies, the charmes of Bl»siſtowes boy, and Garmets {traw, what a noiſe have 
they made ! Tonly wonder how Faxx and Catesby eſcaped the honour of Saints, and 
privilege of miracles. Herein you aske my ſentence ; more ſeaſonably than you ho- 
ped. For I meant to have wrote a juſt volume of this ſubje&, and furniſht my ſelfe 
accordingly in that Region of wonders ; butthar I fearedto ſurcharge the nice ſto- 
make ofourtime, withtoo much. Neither would my lengrh have ought availed you; 
whoſe thoughtsare ſo taken up with ſo high and ſerviceable cares, that they can give 
| no leiſure toan over-long diſcourſe. May it pleaſe you therefore to receive in ſhort, 
what I have deliberately reſolved in my ſelfe, and think I can make good to others. 
I have noted foure ranks of commonly-named miracles:from which, if you make a 
| juſt ſabdudtion, how few of our wonders ſhall remaine either tobeleefe or admirati- 
on? The firſt meerly reported,not ſeen to be done ; the next ſeeming to be done, but 
counterfeited; the third,truly done, but not true miracles;the laſt,truly miraculous, | 
but by Satan. The firſt of theſe ate bred of lies, andnouriſhed by credulity : The 
month offame is fullof ſuch blaſts. For theſe, if T liſted awhile rorake inthe Legesds 
and book of Conformities,an ingenuous Papiſt could notbut bluſh,an-indifferent Rea- 
der could not bur lay his haud on his{pleen,and wonder as much that any man could 
be ſo impudent to broach ſach reports, or any ſo ſimple to belecve them as the cre- | 
dulous multitude wonders that any ſhould be ſo powerfall to effet them. ButI ſeek 
neither their ſhame,nor others laughter. I dare fay,not rhe, Talmud, not the Alcoran, 
hath more impoſlbble tales, more ridiculous hes. Yea,to this head, Cars himſelfe (a 
famous Papiſt)dares referre many of thoſe ancient miracles reported and(by alllike- 
hood ) beleeved of Bed: and Gregory, The next are bred of fraud and DO | 
| | IO nouriſhed | 


Tmaoys the world abounds with miracles. Theſe, while they fill the mouthes o F| 
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nouriſhed by ſuperſtition. Who knows net,how the tamous Kentiſh Idoll moved her Py 
 eyes,and hands,by thoſe ſecret gim mers, which now every Puppet-play can Imitate? 
' How Saint ###{fredsneedle opened to the penitent, and cloſed it {elte to the guilrie? 
How our Lady ſheds the teares of a bleeding Vine?and doth many of her dai ly feats, | 
25 Bel did of old eat up his banquet, Or as Picess the Eremite taſted fortie daies, Bur 
| theſe two every honeſt Papiſt will confeſſe, with voluntary ſhame and griefe ; and 
grant that it may growa diſpurable queſtion whether Mounrebanks or Prieſts are the 
-eater COzeners.Y3ves, beyond his wont, vehemently,termes them execrable and Sa. 
ranicall impoſtors. The thirdaretrue worksof God under afalſe title:God gives them 
theirbeing,men their name:unjuſt, becauſe above their nature;wherein the Philoſo. 
pher andthe ſuperſtitioufly-ignorant,are.contrar1) y extreme, while the one ſeeks our 
Taturall cauſes of Gods imediateand metaphyſicall works;the other aſcribesordinary 
' effects to ſupernaturall cauſes. If the violence of a diſeaſe ceale, after a /OW made to 
' our Lady:if a ſouldier,armed with this vow ſcape gun-ſhotza captive priſon za woe- 
| man travelling, death; the vul ar(and I wouldthey alone)cry out, A muracle. One 
| Load-ſtone hath more wonder 1n it,than a thouſand ſuch events. Every thing draws 
'1 baſe mind to admiration. Frexciſco del Campo(one of the Arch-Dukes Quiryes)told 
is not Without importunare devotion, that in that fatall field of Nemport, his vow to 
their Vergin helpr him to ſwim over a large water, when the oars of his arms had ne- 
ver before tried any waves. A dogge hath done more,without acknowledgement of 
any Saint. Feare gives ſudden inſtincts of skill, eyen wichout precept. Their owne 
Coſterus durſt fay,thatthe cure of a diſeaſe 15 no miracle:His reaſon, becaule it may be 
done by the power of Nature.albe 1na longer time.*Yeeld this,and what have Lipſivs 
*Ex 1 anal | his two Ladies done? wherefore ſerves all this clamor, froft the rwo hils? I affenteg 
 ſaferens & | not:meither will be herein thus much their enemie:For,as well the manner of doing, | 
rrois y fuerint | the matter, makes a miracle. If Peters handkerchiefe,or ſhadow, heale a diſeaſe, it is 
ee cie miraculous, though ir might have been doneby a potion. Many of their recoveries 
ge porene® | (doubtleſſe) have been wrought through the ſtrength of Nature in the Patient, not | 
| bois de crſon- | OF vertue inthe Saint. How many ſick men have mended, with their phyficke in 
| res boyreuſes | their pocket 2 Though many other alſo (I doubt not) of thoſe cures have fallen into 


| Y apporte es all 


ſeu afpacede | NC fourth head ; which indeed is more knotty, and require a deeper diſcourſe. | 
| quarreoucin- | Wherein, if I ſhall evince theſe two things, I ſhall (I hope) fatishie my Reader, and 


| / anzrag _>  clearethe Truth : One, that miracles are wrought by Satan ; the other, char thoſe 


 des.cr2.p 34. | which the Romiſh Church boaſterh, are of thisnature, of this author. I contend not 
| of words: we take miracles in Avenſtzver large ſenſe; whereinis little difference be- 
] twixta thing marvellousand miraculous ; ſuch as the Spirit of God in either inſtm- 
| | ment Cals fwaperand pyyyay Perhaps it would be more proper to fay,thatGod works 
or T1b DN theſe miracles by Satan ly 3 inthe naturall and voluntary motions of wicked men; 
, ” | ſoin the ſapernarurall atsof evill ſpirits (as they are afts) there js more than ameer 
permiſſion. Satan, by his tempeſt, bereaves 7obof his children ; yer 7b, looking high- 
er, ſaith, The Lord hath taken.. No ſophiſtry can eludethis proofe of Moſes ; that a Pro- 
{ phet or dreamer may give a true ſigne or wonder, and yet lay, Let #5 goe after ſtrange 
| Deut.13 | gods : nor that ofour Saviour, who toretels of falſe Ehriſts, falſe prophers that ſhall 
give nwa podhay rremlignes and wonders,and thoſegreat.There are ſome too great, 
I grant,for the hand of all infernall powers:by which, our Saviour mvincibly prooves 
the truth of his Deity ; Theſe never graced falſehood, neither admir any precedent 
from our times* As to the reſt ſo frequent and common ; for me, I could nor beleeve 
the Church of Rome were Antichriſtian, if it had not boaſted of theſe wonders. All 
the knot hies then inthe application of this ro Rope, and our imaginary Lady. : bow 
ſhall ir appeare, that their miracles are of this kind ? Zydovicws Vives gives ſix notes 
to diſtinguiſh Gods miracles from Satans : Lipſws three ; Both ofthem roo many, 33 
might ply be diſcovered by diſcuſling of particulars. It is nor ſo much the great- 
| n-ſle of the work, nor the beleefe of witneſſes, nor the quality nor manner of the 
action, nor truth of eſſence, that can diſcry the immediate hand which worketh in our 
miracles. That atone is the true and golden rule, which 1»ſtijz Mart gr (ifat leaſt that 
booke be his) preſcribes in his ©:ſtjonr and Anſmers; How ſhall it be knowne that | 
| | our 


| 


hh. Mis. at 


_” OE 


—— if 
e_L_—_— 


| "EIS Fe | 261 


—— —— ——C—_>—— <<—— 


"A our miracles are b:tter than the Heathens, although the evenr countenance both a- 


like ? i; Ex fid: & cul. u veri Dei + Miracles muſt be judged by the doftrine which! ke Ely 

| |rhey confirme ; not the dottrine by the miracles. The Dreamer, or Propher muſt ng notſhip of 
be eſteemed, not by the event of his wonder, bur by the ſubſtance and ſcope of his | the rue God. 
reaching. The Romanilts argue prepoſterouſly, vile thty would proye the truth 
of their Church by mirac{es ; whereas they ſhould prove their nuraclesby the truth; 
To ſay nothing of the faſhion of their cures, that one 1s preſcribed to come to our 
Lady rather on a Friday, as*Hewry Loy's; another, to waſh nine dayes mthe water | *p;9, ;, 
of Moutagn; As Leonard Storqu:aw 5, another to cata peece of theake where the j- 
| mage ſtood, as * Magdalcize the WICOW of Eruxeil:s. All which, if they layour Ot | * j4iguire & 
ſtong of magical] receits, let the indiflerent judge. Surely, either there is no ſorcery, | miracles dc 
or this 15 it. All ſhall be platne, if the doctine conarm. d by rheit miracles be once cov m_ 
diſcufſed : for, ifrhatbe divine truth, we Coe unjuſtly impugne theſe works as dia- | pag «a 
bolica]l :if falſhood,rhey doe blaſphemoutly proclaime them tor divine. Thefe works 
cend all chiefly tothis double doctrine; rhat the blefied Virgin is to bs invoked, for 
her mediat'on; That God and Saintsare to bc adored in and by images; Paſitionstha: 
would require a vollume, and ſich as are hiberally diſpured by others : whereof 
one is againſt ſcripture ;, rhe other (which in theſe cak.s valuesno lefie ) beſides 
it. One deifiesthe Virgin ; the other a ſtock or ſtone. Ic motrers not what ſubrite 
diſtin&ions their learned Dofors make betwixt mediation of Redemption, and In- |r..ww pac; 
 terceſſion, Snrand acres the Saint, and the Image : We know, their common Sus de la do- } 
| people, whoſe devorion enriches thoſe ſhrines (by confethion of their owne Wri- [queen © 
| {rers) climbe the hillof zzcb:zz with this conceir, that Mary 1s their Savioreſſe ; that |O fuun-refſe 
| the ſtocke is their Goddeſſe : which unleſfle it be true, how doe their wonders teach -o rode yh 
C [chem lies ! and therefore how from God? But, totake the firſtat beſt{forthe ſecond |xcench cray 
is o grofſe, that were not the ſecond Commandement by Papilts purpoſely razed |<:5, prinecd ar | 
out of their Primiers, children and carters would condemne ir) itcannot be denyed, |;,*,” 1 
| thatall the ſubſtance of prayer is in the heart; the yocall ſound 15 bur a complement, |thori:« of 4n- 
and] as an outward caſe wherein our thoughts are ſheathed. That power cannor EK 
know the prayer, which knowes nor the heart : either then the Virgin is God, for Po, 
that ſhe knowes the heart ; or to know the heart is not proper to God : or to know 
the heart, and oour prayers, is falſely aſcribed tothe Virgin : and therefore theſe 
wonders, which teach men thus to honour her, are Doftors of lies; fo, not of God. 
[There cannot be any diſcourſe wherein it is more eaſie to be tedious. Toend ; if 
prayers were but in words, and Saints did meddle with all particularities of earthly 
things, yetbleſſed Mary ſhould be a God, if hee could at once atrendall her ſuters. 
Dj One follicites her at Hale, another at Scherpenhennel, another at Lxca, at our Walſing- | 
' hem another ; one in Exrope, another in Aſia : orperhaps another is one of her new 
Clients in America. Ten thouſatid deyour Suppliants are at once proſtrate before her 
ſeverall ſhrines. If ſhe cannor heare all, why pray they ? If ſhecan, what can God 
\:doe more? Certainly ( as the matter is uſed ) there cannor be greater wrong offered 
to thoſe heavenly Spiries, than by our importunare ſuperſtirions to be thruſt inro | 
:Gods Throne; andto have forced upon themrhe honours of chew Maker. There is 
:no contradiction in heaven : a Saint cannor allow that an Angell forbids, See thou doe 7 | 
it got,was the voyceofan Angell: ifall the miraculous blocks 1n the world ſhall ſpeak —_ Bo 
' contrary, we know whom to beleeve.The old rule was, *Mazizr wii; nepramire: Either | Virgin Mary. 
that ruleis Deviliſh, or this praftice. And if this practice be ill.God deliver me from | 
the immediate author of theſe miracles, Change bur one Idoll for another,and what | 
differ the wonders of Apol/or Temples, from thoſe of theſe Chappels?We reverence 
(as we ought )the memory of that holy and happy Virgin : We hate thoſe that dif- 
honour her,wehatethoſe thatdefic her.Curſed be all honourthatis ſtolne from God. 
| This ſhort farisfattion I give, ina long queſtion; ſuch'3s I dare reſt in; andreſolye 
thar all popiſh miracles are either falſly reported, or falſly done,or falfly miraculons, 
 orfallly aſcribed to heaven. 
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bd of AEED as, | 
To Mr VV1ttiax BEDeLL. 


at Ventce.. 
Ey. VII. Lameniing the death of our late Divines, and exciting to their impaticn. 


VV: have heard, how full of crouble,and danger,the Alps were to you:and 


did at once both pity your difficulties,and rejoyce in your fafery. Since 
your departure from us, Reyzolds is departed from the world. Alas,how 
\ many worthy Lights have our eyes ſcene ſhining and extinguiſht ? How many loſſes 
1 have we lived to ſee the Church ſuſtaine,and lament ; of her children, ofher Pillars: 
our owne,and forraine I ſpeak not of thoſe-which(being excellent)would needshe 
obſcure:whom nothing bur their owne ſecrecy deprived of the honour ofour tears, 
There are, befides, too many whom the world noted and admired ; even ſince the 
time that our common mother acknowledged us for her ſonrnes. Our Fthe led the 
way:that profound,ready, and reſolute DoQor,the hammer of hereticks, The cham- 
10n of truch;whom your younger times have heard oft diſputing acutely and Pow- 
erfnlly. Next him, followed that honour of our Schooles,and Angell of our Church 
learned Whitakers;thanwhom our age ſaw nothing more memorable:whatcleameſſ> 
of judgement, what ſweetneſſe of ſtyle, what gravitic ofperſon, what grace of cariape 
was in that man?Who ever ſaw him without reyerence?or heard him wichout won- 
der?Soone afrer,left the world that famous and illuminate DoQtor, Francis Iuaiwe,the 
| glory of Leidem, the other hope of the Church, the Oracle cf Texiuall ard Schoole- 
 Divinitie,richin languages, ſubtile indiſtinguiſhing,and in argvment invincible:and 
his companion 1n labours,Ly. Trelcatizs,would needs be his companion injoyes;who 
had donbled our forrow and loſſe,but thar he recompenced it with a ſonne like him- 
ſelfe. Soone afrer, fell old reyerend Beza; along fixed ſtarre in this firmament ofthe 
Church : who, after many excellent monuments of learning and fidelity, livedto 
; Prove upon higadveſaries, that he was not dead at their day. Neither may I without 
| mjury, omut that worthy payre of our late Divines,Greenhanm and Perkins : whereof 
i rie one excelled in experimentall divinitic, and knew well how to ſtay aweakcon-| 
| ſcience, how toraiſe a fallen, how to ſtrike a remorſſeſſe : The other, tna diſtin 
| judgement, and rare dexteritie in clearing the obſcure ſubtilties of the Schoole and 
eaſe explication of the moſt perplex diſcourſes. Doftor Reynolds is the laſt not in | | 
worth, bur inthe time ofhis lofſe. He alone was a well farniſe librarie,full of all fa- |D| 
| cullties,of all ſtudies,of all learning:the memory,the reading of that man were neere | 
toatmracle. Theſeare gon, amongſt many more,whom the Church mourns for in ſe- 
cret; would God her lofſe could be as eaſily ſupplied, as lamented. Her forrow is for 
thoſe thatarepaſt;her remainder of joy is in thoſe that remaine:her hope inthenext 
age.I pray Godthe caiſes of her hope, & joy, may be equivalent to thoſe of her prick. 
What ſhouldthis work in us, but an imitation, yea (that word isnot too bigpe for 
you)an emulation of their worthineſſe?It isno pride;for a man to wiſh himſeIf ſpi- 
ritually better than hedare hopero reach:nay,l am deceined, if ir be not true humi- 
ity. For what doth this argue him, bur low in his conceit, high in his defires only?Or 
it ſo;happy is the ambition ofgrace,and power of ſincere ſerviceabletieſſe toGod.Ler 
us with and affefthis,while the world layes plots for greatnefſe:Ler me not proſper, 
| if I beſtow envy on them. He is great, that is good:and no man,me thinks, is happy 
on earth, to himrhat hath grace for ſubſtance, and learning for ornament, If you 
know itnot, the Church (ourmother) lookes for ruthar your hands : ſhe knowes 
| how richonr common father hath left yon:ſhe notes your graces;your opportunities, 
; Your imployments : ſhe thinks you are gone ſofarre, like a good Marchant, for no 
| {mall gaine ; and lookes you ſhall come home well laded; And for yent of your pre- 
{ent commodiries(thoourcheife hopeof ſucceſſe be curof with thatunhopedpeacec) 
et what can hinde vat NEC, 
1 yew n hinder your pnyate trafficke for God? [ hope(and who dothnor?)chat 
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this blow will leave in your noble Venetians a perpetuall ſcarre, and thattheir late ir- 

reſolution ſhall make chem ever capable of all betrer counſel! ; and have his worke 

|(like ſome great Eclipſe)many yeares after. How happy were it for Verice,if as ſhe is 
every yeare married to the Sea, fo ſhe were once throughly eſpouſed to Chriſt ! In 

ehe meane time, let me perſwade youto gratifie usat home with the publication of 
that your exquiſite Polemicall diſcourſe; whereto our conference with M.Alablaſter 
gave ſo happy an occaſion : You ſhall hereby cleare many cruths, and farisfie all Rea- 
ders : yea, I doubt not, bur an adverſary (not rco perverſe) ſhall acknowledge the 
Truths victory and yours. It was wholeſome counſell of a farher, thar in the time of 
an hereſie every man ſhould write. Perhaps, you complaine of the inundatians of 
Francfor4how many have been diſconraged from beneficing the world, be this con- 
ceit of multitude ! Indeed we all write ; and while we write, crie out of number. 
How well might many be ſpared, even of thoſe that complaine of too many? whoſe 
importunate babfing cloyes the world, without uſe. 


$9S9PLESSTSBDESDILRE BUS DEESSADDES UE O ES IRS 
To my Lord, the Earle of Eſſex. 


EvzisT. VIII. Adrzzce for his Travels. 


Y Lord, both my dutie and promifſe make my Letters your debt ; and,ifnei- 
Mt of theſe, my thirſt of your good. You ſhall never bur need good coun- 
ſell; moſt intravell : Then are both our dangers greater, and our hopes. 

I need not to tell you the eyes of the world are much upon you, for your owne 
 ake,for your fathers : only let your eyes be upon it againe, to obſerve 1t, toſarishie it, 
and in ſome caſes to contemne it. As your graces, ſo your weakneſſes, will be the ſoo- 
ner ſpied, by how much you are more noted. T he higher any building 1s,the more it 
requires exquiſite proportion : which in ſome low and rude piles, 1s needlefſe. If your 
vertues ſhall be eminent like your fathers, you cannot ſo hide your ſelfe, but the 
world will ſee you, and force upon you applauſe & admiration, in ſpight of modeſty: 
but if you ſhall come ſhort in theſe, your fathers perfe&ion ſhall be your blennfh. 
Think,now,that more eyesare upon you,than at home : of forrainers,of your owne; 
theirs toobſerye, ours ro expect. For, now we account you inthe Schoole of wiſ- 
dome : whence if youreturne not better, you ſhall worſe; with the lofſe of yourtime, | 
of our hopes. For, I know not how naturall it is to us to look for alteration in travell; 
and, with thechange of aire and land,to preſuppoſe a change in the perſon. Now you 
are (through both your yeeres and travell) in the forge of your hopes. We all look 
(not without deſire and apprecation)in what ſhape you will come forth. Think it not | 
enough,that you ſee, or can fay you have ſeene ſtrange things ofnature,or eyent : it 
is a vaine and dead travell.that reſts inthe eye. or the tongue. All is bur loſt, unleſſe 
your bufie mind ſhall from the body thar it ſees, draw forth ſome quinteſſence of 
obſervation,wherewith to informe, & inrich it ſelfe. There is nothing can quite the 
coſt and labour of trayell, but the gaineof wiſdome. How many have we leene& pi- 
tied, which have brought nothing from forrain countries, but miſhapen clothes,or ex- 
oticall geſtures, or new games, or affeted liſpings, or the diſeaſes of theplace, or 
(which 1s wor{Hthe vices? Theſe men havear once wandered from their countrie,& 
from themſelves:and ſome of them(too eafie to inſtance)have left God behind them, 
| or perhaps, in ſtead of him, have after a looſe and filthy life, broughrhome ſome idle 
Puppet in a box, wherconto ſpend their devotion. Let their wrack warne you : and 
| let their follies be entertained by you, with more deteftation than pitie. I know your 
honour too well to feare you : yotir young yeares haye been ſo gracioufly prevented | 
with ſoveraigne antidotes of truth & holy inſtruction, that this infet1on diſpaires of ! 
prevailing. Your very blood gives you argument of fafery : yet good counfell is no | 
unſcaſonable,eyen where danger is not ſuſpe&ed. For Gods ſake,my Lord, whatſoe- | 
ver yougaine, loſe nothing of the truth;remit nothing of your love and piety to God: 
of your favour and zea'e torcligion. As fure as there is a God, you were trained up in 
[9 true knowledge of him. If either Angell, or Devill, or Jeſuit ſhould ſuggeſt che 
| | | contrary, \ 
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contrary,ſend him away with defiance. There you {ce and heare eyer y day, thetnx Wm 
mother andthe fained,ſtriving and pleading for the lving chiid. The crue Prince of A 
peace hath paſt ſentence from heayen,on our ſide. Donor youſtoop ſo much astg, 
doubt, or tion of irreſolution. Abandon thoſe from your table and falr, w 
your owne and others experience ſhall deſcry dangerous : Thofe Serpents arefylloe| | 
infinnations:Burt,ofall,thoſe of your owne cou ntry;which are fo muc the more Per. 
nicious, by how much they have more colour of privilege of intireneſſe. Religion is 
che greateſt care:advyices for catiage, and improvement of travel), challenge the nexe 
place. Incednot counſell you to keepe your ſtate with affability ; and fo ro menzge 
your ſelfe, as that your curtefic may be more viſible than your EE Nature 
hath taughryou this ; and hath ſecretly propagated ir from your father : who by his 
Grcemelſ of diſpoſition, wonne as many hearrs, as by his valour and munificence, x 
rather tell you, that agoodnature hath betrayed many ; who looking for that ing- 
thers, which they found in themſelyes, hayear laſt complained of their owne cre. 
dulity,andothers deceit. Truftnor __ roo much ,with your counſel]. with your 
perſon : & in your greateſt familiarities,have an eyeto their common diſpoſition, 
iofirmities. Thoſe natures wherewith you conyerſe,are ſubject to difpleature,and yi. 
olentin purſuit of ſmall indignities. Yeſterday heard1 named, from no untaithfiy] 
report, a French Courtier,thar in fingle combat hath ſent eighteene ſoules from the 
field to their place: yet he ever as the patient in the quarrell ; and for this mentioneg 
with more than excuſe : I cenſurenot how juſtly. This is others care: Only hencel x. 
gue the rifeneſſe of unkindnefle taken, & purſued. You ſhall ſee, char the ſoile is no: 
odivers,as the inclination of perſons; who in all Climates,though they differ inpy- 
ticdars,yet ſtill agree too well in common faults. The Iralian deep,clofe,and craftie, 
the French raſh;che German dull. One not forward to offer wrongs, butapprehenfive || 
of a ſmall wrong offered: another, prone either to take, or give them;bur notuneaſie 
toremit:another,long inconceiving,long in retaining. What doI exemplifie? There 
are long Catalogues of peculiar vices, that haunt ſpeciall places ; which, ifthey were 
not notoriouſly infamous, my charity would ſerye me to particularize. It werepity 
there ſhould be fewer vertues, locall& proper. There are good uſes to be made of0- 
 thers enormities ; ifno more, by chem to corre(t our owne : wholoaths vice in ano- 
ther i51n forwardnefſetoleave it inhimſelfe. The view ofthe publike calami- 
ries, 8 diſorders of other Churches, ſhall beſt teach you thankfulneſle for the better 
ſtare ofours:But better uſe of their vertues;by how much it is more excellent toknow 
what we ſhould doc, than what ſhouldnor. You muſt now look upon all things, not 
with the eye ofa ſtranger only, but of a Philoſopher, bur of a Chriſtian ; which xc- 
counts all lofſe, that 1s not reduced to pratice. It isa great praiſe, that you are wiſer|ſ) 
by the contemplation of forraigne things ; bur much greater, chat you arebetter. 

Thar you have ſeene Cities, and Courts, and Alpes, and Rivers, can never yeeld 
you ſo ſound comfort, as that you have lookt ſeriouſly into your ſelfe. In yaine doe 
vweaffet all forraine knowledge, if we be not throughly acquainted at home. Think 
much, and fay hrtle, eſpecially in occafions of diſpraiſe : wherein, both a little 13e- 


nough, and oft-rimes any thing is roo much. You cannot inquire toe much : that 


which in us inferiours would be cenſured for dangerous curiofitic, in. your Great- 


nefſe ſhall be conſtrued as a commendable defireof knowledge. Aske ſtill aftermen 
of greateſt parts and reputation : and where yon find Fame no lyer,note and reſpe& 
them.Make choice of thoſe for converſation, which either in preſent,or in hope are 
eminent : and when you meet with excellencies in any facultie, leaye not without 
ſome gaine ofknowledge.Whar are others graces to YOu,it you onely admire them: 
not imitate,not appropriate them ?Loc, your <quals in time grow up happily in the 
College (fol may terme it) of our young and hopetfull Court, which you have 
left ; and aboye all, chat gracious preſident of worthineſfle and perfection : whom 


while n all other things you ſerve, you may withour reproofe emulate for learning, 
vertue, pietie. My ſelfe am witnefſe of their progrefie; which I doc joy fully gratu- 
| late to the ſucceeding age. Beware, leſt their diligence ſhall our-ſtrip you, an 

upbrade you with that ancientchecke of going farre and faring worle. 
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—anbold ad baſic in counſelling : you abound with berter monitors; and the 


—_ 


—. *R. 0 


beſt you cary abour, I hope, in your. owne boſome. Though theſe ſhouldbenecd- | 
lefſe, yet they argue my humble affeQion, and diſcharge my duty. My prayers are | 
better than my counſells ; both of them hearty and untained for your good. God |. 
guideand returne you ſafe, froma journey not more happie and proſperous than 
I wiſhit. 
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ToSrRozzaxr Darvry,andhisLasvy, 


Er1isr, IX, Concerning my removal from them. 


from you. Indeed, defire of competencie betrayed me, at firſt ; and 


number and the need of the people, together with their hunger & applauſe,meecting 

with the circumſtances of Gods ſtrange conveyance of this offer to me; I faw, that was 

but asthe Fowlers feather, to make me ſtoope : and, contemning that reſpe& ofmy | 
ſelfe, I ſincerely acknowledged higher motives of my yeelding; and refolved I | 
mightnot reſiſt. You are deare to me, asa charge toa Paſtor; If my paines ro you 
have not proved it, ſuſpe&t me : Yet I leave you. God calls me toa greater worke : | 
I muſt follow him. It were mnre eaſ> ra me, ta hve ſecretly hidden in that quiet 
obſcnrity, as Saulamongſt the ſtuffe, than to be drawne out tothe eye of the world, 
roat fo higha part before a thouſand witneſſes, In this point, if Iſeeme to negle& 
you, blame menot; Imuſt neglect and forget my ſelfe. Ican but labour, whereſoever 
Iam. God knowes how willingly I doe that, whether there or here. I ſhall di g0e, 


7 


Ith how unwilling a heartT leave you, he kgowes that ſearches the | 
V \ / heart: Neither durſt I goe, bur that I ſenſibly ſee his hand pulling me 


drew mine eyes to looke aſide : but, when I bent them upon theplace, and ſaw the |} 


larger field, complaine you notof lofſe, white the Church may gaine. Bur, youare 
mine owne Charge ; No wiſe father neglects his owne, in compaſſion of the greater 
need of others: yet conſider, that even carefull Parents,when the Prince commands, 
leavetheir families, and goe to warfare. Whatif God hath called me to heaven; 


though the caſe be nor.to you altogether ſohopelefſe : for, now I may heare of you, 
viſit you, renue my- holy, counſels, and be murually comforted from you: there, 
none of theſe. He, that will once tranſpoſe me from earth to heaven, hath now cho- 
ſen to tranſpoſe me from one peece of earth to another: what is here worthy of 
your ſorrow, worthy of complaint ? That ſhould be for my owne good: this ſhall be 
for the good of many. If your experience have taught you that my labours doe 
promiſe profit ; obtaine of yourſelfe rodeny your ſelfe ſo much, as to rejoyce har 
the lofſe of a few ſhould be the advantage of many ſoules. Tho,why doe I ſpeake of 
loffe ? I ſpeake thatas your feere, not my owne : arid your affection caufeth that 
feare, rather than the occaſion. EEE. ; os 

The God of the Harueſt ſhall ſend youa Labourer. more able, as carefull : That 


thisaffurance. What-ever become of me, it ſhall be my greateſt comfort to heare 


both ſhewed you, and beaten; Sofhall we meer in the end,and neyer part. 


and delve, and plant, in what ground ſoever my Maſter ſets me. If he take meto a | 


would you haye grudged my departure ? Imagine I am there, where I ſhall be; al- | 


is my prayer,and hope,and ſhall be my joy. I dare notleaye but in this expetarion, | 


youcommend your change ; and to ſe your happie progrefſe in thoſe wayesI haye | 
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Written to M*. F.B.and Dedicated romy 
Father, M*, I. Hall. 


E r15T. X. Ardinff che feare of death. 


Ou complaine, that you feare death : He is no man that doth nor. Beſides 
: thepaine, Nature ſhrinkes at the chought of parting. If yon would learne the 
remedie, know the cauſe ; for that ſhe 1signorant and faithlefſe. Shee would 
not be cowardly,if the were not fooliſh. Our feare is from doubt, and our doubt ;. 
from unbeleefe : and whence 15 our unbeleefe, but chiefly from ignorance? $h+'B 
knowes not what good is elſewhere : ſhe beleeyes not herpart in 1t. Get once as! 
knowledge and true faith, your feare ſhall vaniſh alone. Affurance of heayen| 
things, makes us willing to part with earthly. He cannot contemne this life, thx 
knowes not the other. If zeu would deſpiſe earth therefore, think of heaven. jf 
you wovld have death eafie, think of rhat glorious life that followes it. Certainly, 
if we can endure paine, for health ; much more ſhould we abid a few pangs for glory, 
Think how fondly we feare a vanquiſht enemie. Lee, Chriſt hath triumphr oye 
Death : he bleederh and gafperh underus : and yet we tremble. It is enough to uy 
that Chriſt died : neither would he haye died, but that we might die with ſafetic 
and pleaſure. 

Think that death isnecefſarily annexed tonature: Weareforatime,on condition 
that we ſhallnot be; we recciue life, burupon the termes of re-delivery. Neceſſitic 
makes ſome things caſie, as ituſually makes cafie things difficule. Ir is a fond inju- 
tice tro embrace the covenant, and ſhrink at the condition. 

Thirk, there is bur one common rode toall fleſh : There are no by-paths of an 
fairer ornearer way ; r0, not for Princes. Even company abateth mileries : andthe 
conm:onneſſe of an evill makes it lefle fearefull. What worlds of men are gone be- 
fore us; yea, how many thouſands out of one field ? How many Crownes and Scep- 
rers lie piled up atthe gates of Death, which their owners have left there, as ſpoiles 
to the conquerour? Have we beene at fo many graves, and fo oft ſeene our ſelyesdie 
in our friends ; and doe we ſhrink when our courſe commerh? Imagine you alone 
were exempted from the common law of mankind, or were condemned to 
Methuſalabs age ; aſſure your ſelfe, dearh is not now (© fearefull, as your life would 
then be wearuſome. | | 

Think not ſo much what Death is, as from whom he comes, and for what, We 
receive even homely meſſengers from: great perſons; not withour reſpect to their 
maſters: And what matters 1t whohebe, ſo he bring us good newes? What newes 
can be better than this, That God ſendsfor you, to take poſſeſſion of a Kingdome? 

Let them feare Death, which know him but as a purſuivant ſent from hell; whom 
their conſcience accuſeth ofa life wilfully filthy ; and bindes-oyer ſecretly rocon- 
demnarion: We know whither weare going, and whom we haye belceyed:; Let vs 
paſſe on cheerefully, thorow theſe blacke gates unto our glory. 

Laſtly know that our 1mprovidence only addes terrour unto dearh, Think of 
death, and you ſhall not feare it: Doe you not ſe, that even Beares and Tygres 
ſeeme not terrible to thoſe that live with them? How have we ſcene their Keepers 
fort with them, when the beholders durſt ſcarce truſt their chaine ? Be acquainted 

with Death : though he looke grimme upon you at firſt , you ſha!l find him (yea you 
{hallmake him) a good companion. Familiaritie cannor ſtand with feare, Theſe are 


receits enow. Too much ſtore doth rather oyer-whelme than fatisfie, Take bur 
theſe, and I darepromiſe you ſecuritie. ps 
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my God ! When I can walke,and converſe with the God of heaven, not without an 
 opennefſe of heart andfamiliaritic:: When my ſoule hath caught faft, and ſenſible 
hold of my Sayiour ; and either pulls him down to ir ſelfe,or rather lifts up ir ſelfe to | 
him; andcananddare ſecretly ayouch, I know whom I have beleeved: When I 
can looke upon all this inferiour creation, withtheeyes of a ſtranger, and am tranſ- 
ported to my home in my thoughts; ſolacing my ſelfe in the view and medita- 
tion of my future glory, and that preſent of the Saints : When I ſee whereforeT was 
 made,and my conſcience tells me I haye done that for which I came ; done it,not fo 
as I can boaſt, but ſoas it isaccepted; while my weaknefles are pardoned, and my 
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ToSrRorrar Darcy. 


E e. I. Theeftateef atrue,but weake Chriſtian. 


fault were not nine-owne, Alwayes. Not that I can command 


32> fora mainto be happy withoue theſe ; yea, in{pight of them? | 
t 8 Theſe thingscan neither augment, nor impaire thoſe comforts | 
WF) SS that come from above. What uſe, what fight is there of the 
 Z>"D ſtares, when the Sunne ſhines? then onely can I find my ſelfe | 
happy, when (aver-looking theſe earthly things YI can ferch my joy from heaven. 
I tell him that-knowes it, the contentmentrs that earth can afford her beſt favourites 
are weake, imperfe&, changeable, momentany:; and ſuch, as eyer end in complaint. 


when ( after many traverſes ofmeditation )I find inmy hearc a feeling poſſeffion of 


afts meaſured by my deſires, and my defiresby their ſinceritie : Laſtly, when I can 
find my ſelfe (upon holy reſolution). made firme and ſquare, fit to entertaime all 
events; the with moderate regard, the evill with courage and patience, both 
with thankes; ſtrongly ſerled to good purpoſes, conſtant and cheerfull in deyoti- 
on; and, na word, ready for God, yea, full of God. Somtimes I can be thus, and 
pity the poore and miſerable proſperitie of the godlefſe; and laugh at their monerhs 
of vanitie,;and ſorrow at my owne : But then againe(forwhy ſhould I ſhame tocon- 
feſſe it? ) the worldthrufts it ſelfe betwixt me and heaven ; and, by his darke and 
indigeſted parts, eclipfeth that light which ſhined to my ſoule. Now , a ſenſeleſſe 
dulnefſe overtakes me , and beſots me; my luſt to devotion is little, my joy none at 
all: Godsface is hid, and Iam troubled. ThenI begin to compare my ſelfe with 
thers, and thinke, Areallmen thus blockiſhand earthen? or am I alone worſe than 
the reſt, and (fingular in my wretchednefſe? Now I carry my carcafſe up and downe 
careleſly, and (as dead bodies are rubbed;withoutheat)I doe in vaine force upon my 
{elfe delights, which others laugh at : I endevour my wonted worke, but without an 
heart ;there is nothing isnot redious to me;nonot my ſelfe. 

* ThusI am till I fingle my ſelfe our alone, to him thatalone can revive me: I rea- 
{on with my ſelfe,and conferre with him; I chide my ſelfe,and intreat him: andat- 
ter ſome ſpirituall ſpeeches interchanged, I renne my familiarity with him ;, and hee | 
the tokens of his love tome. Loe:then I live againe, and applaud iny ſelfe in this 
.happineſſe, and wiſh it might ever contirine,and thinke baſely of the world in com- 
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»\ 7 F you aske how I fare : Sometimes, no man better; and, if the | 


0s health, and bid the world ſmile-when I liſt. 'How. poſſible is it | 


| |Weforrow that we had them; and, while we have them, we dare not truſt them : |. 
.;|Thoſeframabove are full, and conſtant. 'Whartan heaven doe feele in my ſelfe, 
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Parifon of ir. Thus Iholdon, riſing and falling; neither know, whether I ſhould 
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DECAD. 1. 


more praiſe God for thus much fruition of him, or blame my ſelfe for my inconſtan. 
cy ingood; more rejoyce,that ſ@mtimes Iam well, or grievethatT amnot ſoalyaies, 
I ſtrive, and wiſh, rather than hope, for berter. This 15our warfare ; wee may ng 
looke to triumph alwaies ; we mult ſmart ſormtimes,and complaine and then apaine| 
rejoyce that we can complaine; and grieve that we can rejoyce.no more, and that we 
can grieve nomore. 'Our hope is, ifwe be pticnt, we ſhall gfice be conſtant. 
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Ee 157. 11. Of the benefit of reviredneſſe andſtcrecy. = 


I Vipec (if you can) that, becauſe now many cold winds blow; betwixt us, my | 
0 affection can be cooler to you. True-lovye is like a {trong{treame; which the 
farther itis from the head, runs with-more violence. The thoughtsofthoſe plex | | 
ſures I was wont to find in your preſence; were: neyer ſodelighttull;#s now when] 
am barred from renuingthem. Iwiſh me with you ; yea: (if I could-@r might wiſh 
tochange)1 ſhould wiſh:me your ſelfe. .Tolive hidden, was never bur ſafe, andple- 
ſant;bat now, fomuch better,as the world is worſe. It is a happineſſe;not to be awit- 
neſſe of the miſthiefe of the time z which it 1s hard to ſee, and be guiltleſſe. Your 
philofophicall Cell 15a ſafe ſhelter from'tnmults, from vices, from diſcontentments. 
Beſides that lively, honeſt, ahd manly pleaſure, which ariſes from the gaine of 
knowledge inthe deepe myſteriesof Nature how eafieis it inthatplaceto live fee 
fromthe common cares, fromthe infectionofcommonevils! Whether the Spaniard|C | 
gaine orfaye by his peace; and how he keepes it ; and whether it were ſafer for the 
States to lay downe armes, andbe at once ſtill and free; Whether the Emperors 
cruce with the Turke were honourable and ſeaſonable ; and whether Venice haye 
won or loſt by her latejarres ; are thoughts that dare not looke in at thoſe doors. 
Whois envied, and who pitied at Court ; Who buies hopes and kindnefle deareſt; 
who laies ſecret mines to blow vp another, that himſelfe may ſacceed, can neyer 
trouble you : Theſe cares dare not enter into that Sanfuary of peace. Thence you 
can ſee howall that live publikeare toſſed in theſe wayes, and pity them. For, great 
places have ſeldome fafe and eafie entrances: and (whichis worſt) great charges can 
hardly be plauſibly weilded, without ſome indire& policies. Alas ! their privileges 
cannot counteryaile their toile. . Weary dayes, and reſtlefſe nights,” ſhort lifesand 
long cares, weake bodyes and unquiet mindes, attend lightly on greatnefſe, Either|Þ 
Clients breake theirſleepe in the morning, orthe intention of their mind drives it 
off from the firſt watch. Either ſuits or complaints chruſt themſelves into their re- 
creations;and packets of Letters interrupt their meales. Iris ever Terme with them, 
without Vacation. Their buſineſſes admit no night no holiday : Loe, your privacy 
trees you fromall this, and what ever other glorious miſery. There you may ſleepe, 
and eat, and honeſtly diſport, and enjoy your ſelfe, and command both your praiſes 
and others. And whiles you are happy, you live out of thereach of envie; unleſſe my 
{celfe ſend thatgueſt thither : which I ſhonld juſtly condemne as the fault of my love. 
No man offers to undermine you, none to diſgrace you: you could not want thele 
inconyeniencesabroad. Yealet a man live in the open world, bur as a looker on, he 
ſhall be ſure not ro want abundance of yexations. An ill mind holds it an eafie tor- 
ment, to live in continual ſight ofevill; ifnot rather a pleaſure : bur, to the well 
d poſed, it 15next to Hell. : Certainly. ro live among Toads and Serpents, is a Para 
diſe to this. One jeſts pleaſantly with his Maker : another makes himſelfe ſport 
with Scripture. One fills his mouth with oathes of ſound : another ſcoffes at the 
religious. One ſpeakesvillany; another laughes at it; a third deferds it.One makes 
himſelfea Swine, another aDeyill: Who (that is not all earth) can endure this? 
who cannot with himſelferrather a deſolate Hermite, or ac!oſe priſoner? Every evill 
we ſee,doth either vex,or infett ys.. Your retirednefie avoids this ; yer ſo,as It equa 
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ly eſcapes all the evills of folitarinefſe. Youare full of friends; whole fociery, inrer- 
mixed with your cloſenefſe, makes you rowant little of publike. The Deer is to 
wilde, the Cirtie to populous: the Country 15only fir for reſt. .} know, there want 
not ſome obſcure corners, ſo haunted with dulnefle, thar as they. yeeld no outward | 
vnquierneſie, ſono inwardcontentment. Yours is none of thoſe ; but ſuch.as ſtrives 
rather with the pleaſure of it, torequite the ſolitarinefſe. The Court is for honour, 
che Cirie for gaine, the Country for quietneſle; a blefling that need not (in the 
'udgement of the wiſeſt) yeeld to the other two. Yea, how many have we knowne, 
that having nothing bur a coat of thatch to hide them from heaven, yet have pitied 
the carefull pompe of the mighty ? how. much more may thoſe which have full Lats 
and quiet hearts, pitie them both? T'doe not ſo much praiſe youin this, as wonder ar 
you. | know many vpon whom the conſcience of rheir wants forces a neceſſary 
| oþſcaritie; who if they can ſteale aerrue out of neceſfitie,itis well, bur; 1 no where 
know ſo excellent parts ſhrouded in faeh willing ſecrecie. \The' world knowes you, 
and wants you; and yet you are voluntarily hid; Love. your ſelfe ſtill; and make 
much ofchis ſhadow, untill our common mother call you forth ro her neceſſary 
ſeruice, and charge you toneglett your ſelfe, to pleaſure her; Which once done, 


you know where to find peace. W jerher orhets applaud you, I'am fare, you ſhall 
your ſelfe : and I ſhall ſtill magnifie you, and{whar I can) imitate'you. 
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Eersr, IT. An 4 ologeticall diſcourſe of the mtiage of | 
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Eccleſtaſticall perſons. 


FF Know not whether this quarell be worthy of an anſiver, ot rather ofa ſilent 
I ſcorne ; orif an anſwer, whether merry orſerious. I doe not willingly ſuffer my 
pento wade into queſtjons:' yet this argument ſeemes ſhallow enough for an 
Epiſtle. If free not thistruth, ler me be puniſhed with a divorce. Some-1dle table- 
ralke cals vsto plead for our wives. Perhaps ſome Gallatits gtudge ys one, who can 
| becontent to allow themſelves more. If they thought wives curſes, they would 
afford themys. Our mariage is cenſared (I ſpeakeboldly) of none bur them which 
never knew to live chaſtly in mariage ; who never knew thar * Canoniſts true diſtin- 
ion of Virginity. What care wefor their cenſure, where God approves? But ſome 
perhaps mainraine itout of judgement : Bid them make muchof that which Pl tels 
ther, is a doFrine of devils. Were it not for this opinion, the Church of Rome would 
want one evidentbrand of her Antichriſtianiſme. Let their ſhavelings ſpeake for 
themſelves; vpon whom their unlawfull Vow hath forced a wilfull and impoſlible 
neceſlitie. I leave them to ſcanne the old rule of 7» turpi voro muta decretum. if they 
had not rather, Caute i non cafe, Eyen moderate Papiſts will grant ys free, becauſc 
not bound by Vow z no, not ſo farress thoſe old Germans, pro poſſe & noſſe. Or what 
care we, if they grantit not ? while we hold ys firme to that ſure rule of zaſi/the 
great ; * Hethat forbids what God injoynes, or inJoynes what God forbids, ler bim be accur- 
ſed, T paſſe not what Theare men , or Angells ſay , while I heare God fay, Let 
him be the busband of one wife, That one word ſhall confirme me againſt 
the barking of all impure mouthes. He that made mariage, ayes, it 1s ho- 
nourable : what care we for the diſhonour of thoſethat corrupr it? yea, that which 
nature noteth with ſhame, God mentions with honour, ® mw 1 vom; Þ Gregory 
with the title of opms caFum , Paphnutius, of wygrwn, chaſtitie. But if God ſhould be 
Judge of this controyerſie,it were ſoone at an end;who inthe time eyen of thar legal 
ſtricneſſe, allowed wedlock to the Miniſters of his Sanctuary. Let Cardinall Panar- 
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corporum, .13 
debacchantur 


Rom, Cier. Sdl- 


yiar:us. 


'mant Do-vinil. 


mitan be heard ſpeake. © Continency (faith he) in Clergy men, ts neither of the ſubſtance of 


their 


Fes | | (- ER 4s 7 bY peccarum fit 
conjugibus commiſeri ; hoc enim opus.caſtum non haber culpam in cenjuge,&c,Greg,in Pſal.Pceriit aw9g0 why } dnt x) Þ of ropes 
wuvantos Twhdnr, Soct Hiſt. Eccl. © Continentia now cſtin clericis ſecularibus de ſubſtantia ordinis,nec de jure divine, Parts 
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* B:ijtol. 
Brixienſss. 

> th 
virg. | 

G Mentis. 
Cauſ'35.q.5. 
C. Tunc falva- 
birur. Muber 
ſuam virginita« 
rem bene ſcr- 
vat, ſtideo m't- 
bar «thiige pa. 
riar ad junt- 
am. Frofitengur 
continentiam 


incentinentiam 


animorum. De 


* Qui verat 
quod Leus 
prxcip.r quod 
Deus veruir, 
maledius ha- 
beatur ab om- 
nibus qui 4- 


In Moralib, 
In ſum.c. ! 4+ 
2 Ffeh.13 The 
mariagebed is 
hanaytahble. 

» Non quia 
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*Copula cer | their order, nor appointed by any Law 6f God, And Gratian,out of Auguſtine, yet ror F 
doralis nec le-| q . a . ho. Lis gel! SLES 
nali,necEvan-\-.. hegr marriage (faith hes xeither forbidden by Legal, nor Evangeiicall, nor Apoſiolichy 
gelica, nec a-\ authoyitie. | 


poſtolica -| God never impoſed this law of Continence:who then?* The.Church.As ifa 


thoritate Ppro-| 
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hiberur, 26.9.2, 
c,\ors ex Aug, 
e Onely ex ſta- 
euto Ecclefiz. 
Durand. q.Dift. 
37. q-I. Thom. 
in 2.2.9.88.art, 
1, 
fSed credo pro 
bono & ſalute 
eſſe animaruma 
(quod efler ſa- 
lubre ſtaruril ) 
ur Vvolentes 
off;nt contrae 
ry qua ex- 
perienti2 do- 
cente,contrari- 
us prorſus ef- 
feAus ſequitur 
ex illa lege co- 
tinentiz; cum 
hodie non V1- 
vant ſpirituali- 
rer, nec fint 
mund1, {ed ma- 
culantur illcito 
coiru cunt Ceo 
rum gravil mo 
peccato , ub! 
| cur propria 
txore cflet ca- 
(| ftitras. Panor- 
mit. de Cler. 
'CONJUg. CAP. 
; Cum olim. 


 £ Sacerdotibus ! 


; x | 
; magha ratione 


\blatas nupr1- 
a5, majore IC- 
ſttuendas vi- 
deri: 1# the Re- 
cord of Platina 
huſelſe,ln vita 
| Pij 2, 
\ ® Mnux £0 
EEvorty & INA- 
elm yuan 
o&:&t;ery, 8c. 
x Cer 9.5 &c: 
i Rhemiſts read 
It, 4 Woman, 
Me. 
k ([-mens, ciea- 
ns etiam ab 
Euſeb. 1.3. c.13. 
Petrum cum 
uxorem fſuam 
ad mortem qduc1i 
cerneret, horta- 
tum & conſola- 
tum his verbis, 
eluvncre to au- 
ns av» F, 
Ti Ts Kver. 


\TiHlud ad Phi- 


—— —— 7 ” — 


lip. v{v2a200% ® EvioxnO-,v aptofiurrens, n Ddwor©: - hi invey awdluy wi tal 
5 exCrF, apcertow : omar) xaSwupeigzo, Can, Apoſt.5, » Conſtany, 6, 1, 3. Can.Qucnlam. Cancn Apcftolice dneCea;. New it 
quentes vererem Canonem Apoſlolice axe:Ceie;, & conſtituriones ſacrerum viierum, legates nuptias ms | _- Ne 408 
a Chriſtianis parentibus enurri funr,&c. maxime$i fuerint ex partibusſacerdorali ſede dignificais ;'F 7 dvd ach Seraths ut dr 
aconatius, no glorienter. Orig. Tract. 8,” in Matth, ? Viſum erat epiſcopis kgam rcvim ESTI in Feckfiw, Sect. 1.1- 
c 8. * SignaperPaphnxtiumnon minus quam dudum per Apoſtolos fiebanr. Ryffs,l.c.g, Paghourins, meiraculis & ietate claus, obti 
nuit in Nicena Synodo habendum pro caſtitate cum propria y xore concubitum. Socr.l. x c8 aoohgn bad. 
| pis marrimonia non inferunt;Menachi contra parenres liberorum faRi ſunr : quem 2drody 
nachos generis poteſtarem non quzſiviſſe animadyertas. Athana.Epiſtola ad Draccntixm, = 


| ſpouſe would gain-ſay what her husband willeth, Burt how well:-heare O ye Papitt, 
the judgement of your owne Cardinallzand confefle your mouthes ſtopped. * By; j 
belecve({aith he)it were for the good and ſiftry of many ſogles y Alte Pot id le an wholeſome | 
law, that thoſe which would night marry ; for that ,as experience reachetb u,a contrary effe| 
followes upon that law of Continency , ſince as ths da they live not, ſpreituully , althey axel 
cleane,bat ore defiledwith unlawfull copulation,to thaty great. fuune, whercas wth their can 
wife it might be chaſtitie, Is this a Cardinall,thinke you,or a Hvgyerot ? ut if thisreq 
hat be not worthy of reſpe& ;ler a Pope himſelfe ſpeake out af Peters. chaire. Pixcthe 
ſecond,as learned as hath ſitinthat roome this thouſand yeares; £Zarriage({aith he)[p 
upon great reaſou was taken from che Clergie; but 1 0ngreater reaſon to be reſjezed. What| 
[need we other Judge.? How jult this Jaw 1s.yau KKe,; {ce now how ancient: For ſome 
doftrines have nothing to plead for them,but Time. Age hath been an old refuge 
for falſhood. Terrtulians rule 1s true ; T hat which.ss firſt, & rrueſt. What the anciem| 
Jewiſh Prelates did, 2oſts is cleare. What did the Apoſtles? Doth rat * Pazl tell us,| 
that both the reſt of the Apoltles,:and the brethren.of the Lord, and Ce; har, had 
wives,and (which is more) carried them ſtill along in their trayels? For that childiſh 
eluſfion of ! pl yas Who can abide,butto laugh at: Doth not © Cleens of Alex. 
| andria ( a Father notof more antiquitie, than credit) tell us, that Peter , Philip, and 
| Paul timſelfe,were married ? And this laſt (though unlikeſt)how is it confirmed þ 
| Tonatias, 1n his Epiſtle to the Philagelph{ans 2 Yeg,their owne Cardinall, learned ! Ca-| | 
jerane,doth both avouch and evince it. T his was their practiſe : what was their Con-|( 
ſtiturion ? Looke in theſe Canons which the Romiſh Church fathers upon the A- 
poſtles, and Franciſcus Turrian thei Jefuit fiyeats to defend it in a whole Volumne: 
There you find,Canon, 5. enacted, that ® xo Biſhop, Presbyter, Deacon, ſhallforſake bi 
Wife (oegp:on wadeiae) in pretenſe of Religion , upon paine of depeſitiox. Tt would moye 
laughter, roſee how the Jeſuits gnaw upon this bone, .and ſuckeinnothi ng burthe 
bloud of their owne jawes; * while: the ſixt generall Councell averres and pro- 
claimes this ſenſe truly Aroftolical), In ſpight of all contradi&tion. | 
Follow the times now, and deſcend lower ; What did the Ages ſucceeding? 
Search Records: What-eyer ſomepalpahly-foiſted Epiſtles of Popes infinuate,they 
married without ſcruple of any contrary injun&tion, Many of thoſe Ancients adm 
red Virginirte, but impoſed it not. Amongſt thereſt, ® Origen (though himſclfea 
wilfull Eunuch) 1s faine to perſwade theſonnes of Clergy men, rot to be proud of 
their parentage. After this, when. the Fathers ofthe iceze Councell went about to 
enact a law 0 Continency, Socrates the Hiſtorian.ex prefſes it thus: ? 7r ſeemeth good 
(faith he)to the Biſhops to bring in a new law intothe Church. It was thennew, andthey 
but would have brought itin;therfore before, it was not: where weknow how ? 
uti, himſelfe a Virgin, famous for holineſſe, famous for miracles, riſing (iCropane) 
cryed aloud, that they ought not to hay this (4rentuxr) heavie yoke , upon 
men of theChurch. His arguments wanne afſept. He ſpake atd prevailed. So this 
Tiberty was {till continued and affirmed. If this be not plaine enough, 1 holy 
Sienofen , aWitneſſe paſt exception , ſhall ſerve for a thouſand hiſtories till his 
ge. ERIE ES 
* Many Biſhops (faith hehave not married ; andcexrarily Monks have been fathers of 
children 2 as contrarily, zouſte Biſhops the fathers of children , and Monks that bave #01 
\ſorght poſterity. Would you yet have inſtances of the former,and thenexr Age? Here 
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you have * Nuwidicw the Martyr, a married Presbyter; * Cheremon of Nilus amarri- * Nnicos | 
ed Biſhop; * Demetrianw Biſhop of Antioch, whoſe ſonne Domnw ſucceeded Paulus vxorem con. 


, UXOTCm con-= 


Samoſatenus ; Philoromus and Phileas BB.of the Thimnites ; Gabinius brother of Z xti- apr be--c 
| chianus BB.of Rome ; the father of Nazianzene Baſil,and the other * Gregory, Hillrins, \.cmiloms ac. | 


5 larcril.tus a{- 


and that good Spiridiox Biſhop of Cyprus,of whom $ozomen gives ſo direct teſtimo- | pexir Cyprian. 
ny. Toomit others, what ſhonld I ſpeake of many Biſhops of Rome, whoſe ſonnes | $94=t 4 
not ſpurious, as now-adayes, but(asPope 7rban himſelfe witneſſes) * lawfully begot | zujeb..6 <4. 
in wedlocke, followed their fathers in the Pontificiall chaire. * The reaſon | ' 4617. 

whereof, that Pope himfelfe ingenuouſly rendreth: for that marrioge was every where | x» 


IT: . : Exſib.18.cg. 
Lawf alt to the Clergy before the prohibition (which muſt needs be late) and in the Eofterne | Gitgorins vers 


| k : | apud Navian- 
Charch to this day # allowed. What need we more teſtimonies, or more cxamples? | ;t,,, _— 
What ever ® Heliodorus, B. of Trica (a man fitter for a wanton love-ſtory, than a | dm in locum | 


i 


Church Controverſie ) brought into the Church of Theſſalia, Socrates thus flatly ae can 
writes of thoſe Biſhops of his time : © For wany of them in the place and funftion of Bi- | mus. Ruffin. 1.x. | 


ſhops, beget children of their lawfull wives, This wasprattiſed : See what was decreed | 7%,.,,, \- 
. x gor N:ſ- 
in that ſixt generall * Councellof Conſtantinople, to this purpoſe, to the confuſion of | /er. frarer Baj- 


all replyers. If any Proteſtant Church in Chriſtendome can make a more peremp- 4 Gp anuny | 
tory, more full and abſolute, more cautelous decree, for the marriage of Eccleſialti- | uxorem & libe: 


uxorem & libe- | 


call perſons, ler me be condemned as faithlefle ; A place, I grant, miſerably handled | 05 habuir : ſed 
by our Adyerfaries ; and becauſe they cannot blemiſh it enough, indignly torne out ag. ay 


fuit in rebus & 


of the Councels, What dare not impudency doe? * Againſt allevidences of Greeke exercitijs divi-| 
Copies,againſt their owne Gratian againſt pleas of antiquitie. This is the readieſt | j rm _ | 
way ; Whom they cannotanſwer,to burne ; what they cannot ſhift off, to blot ont; 


z De legitimis 


and tocut the knot which they cannot untie. The Romaniſts of the next Age were ns 
. . : Cumergo cx 
ſomewhat more equall : who, ſeeing themſelves prefſed with ſo flat a Decree, con- 


ſacerdotivus 


firmed by authoritie ef Emperours,as would abide no denyall, began todiſtinguiſh- tr wgrie 
upon the point; limiting this libertie onely to the Eaſterne Church, and granting | ..,uc <8: pro- 
that all the Clergie of the Eaſt might marry, not theirs. So Pope Steven the ſecond, 


mot1, non ſunt. 


freely confeſſes : * The rradirion( faith he)of the Eaſterne Charches ts orherwiſe than that | M<lligendi de 


. « ; . R 4 fornicatione, 
of the Romane Church, For their Prieſts, Deacons. or Subdeacons are married ; but in this | ſeddel-girimis | 


| : | . 21p | Connubijs nari ; 
_ ” che weſterne, uo one of the Clergie, from the Subdeacon to the Biſhop, have leave | Js Aa 


; | busubique an- 
Liberally ; but not enough: and if he yeeld this, why not more? Shall that be law- | *< prohibirio 
full in the Eaſt, which in the Weſt is not ? Doe the Goſpels, or lawes of equity alrer | Im tics © 
according to the foure corners of the world? Doth God make difference betwixt | cali Ecelefia uf: 
Greece and England? Tfit be lawfull, why not every where ? If unlawfull, why is it | '< bodice, eis 


. % : | Iicere proban- 
done any where? So then you ſee, we differ not from the Church in this; but from | ur Dill.oo. Ce- 


the Romiſh Church : Burt this ſacred Councell doth not onely univerſally approye | #7: 


® = o o o o ® s h p, 
this practice(with pain of depoſition to the gain-ſayers)but avouches it fora Decree Rh, wore Z 
Apoſtolicall. Judge now whether this one authoritie be not enough to weigh | #ifoir. 


downe an hundred pettyconyenticles, and many legions ( if there had beene many) | [Namnon pau | 


a 0. 4 cl illorum, dum 
of private contradictions. Thus, for ſeven hundred yeares, you find nothing bur | Epiſcoparum 


open freedome : All the ſcuffling aroſe in the eight Age ; wherein yer this violent iz Epng 
= a "9 & O P, O= 
impoſition found many and learned Adyerfaries, and dur{t not be obtrudedat once. | as 


re legitima pro- 


Loc,even then, Gregory the third, writing to the Biſhops of Bavaria, gives this diſ- | creant. Socrates 


jund& charge ; f rer none keepe an harlot of a concubine : but either let him live chaſtely, or | ere 


»9arry a wife, whom is ſhaft not be lawful fer bim to forſuke : According to that rule of | that councel 
Clerkes, cited from 8 1ſidore, and renewed in the * Councell of 2entz,to the perpe- | * 777 rucly 


ed WEAs. ” SIEM 7 p 5 os : ; | tranſlated by 
ruall ſhame of our jugling Adverſaries. Nothing can argue guiltinefſe ſo much”, as | ha ac 
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' Quoniam in 
Romana Ecclefia, loco canonis ſeu decreti,tradirum efle cognovimus,ut ij qui digni habendi ſunt ord:natione diaconi vel pre sbyrer1. pro- 
fteantur ſe deinceps cum uxor}bus ſuis non congrefſuros; nos ſequentes veterem canenem, Apoſtolicx, fincere, cxquiſte & ordinat# 
conftiturionis Jegitimas ſacrorum virerum cehabitaticnes conjrgales etiam ex bodierno die in peſterum valere raras & firwas eſſe Yolu- | 
mus ; aollo mode corum cum uxoribus proprijs conjunfionem ſeu copulationem diloluentes. Traque $ cuis drgnus inveniatur, &c. is 
nunime prohibendus eſt ad hunc gradum aſcendere,ideo quod cum legitimavuxore cohabirer, Nec tempere ordinerionis ſux ab copoſtu- 
letur,ſeu cogarur ur abſtinere yelit aux debear legitimo congreſſu cum propria uxore, * Citar. A Nil Thefſalonic pſi, e Aliter ſe Orienrali- 
um haber tradicio Ecclefiarſi:aliter hujus ſanRtz Romanz Ecclefiz Nam eorum ſacerdores,diaconi,aut ſubdiaconi,matrimonto copulantur: | 
Iftivs aurem Ecclefiz vel occidentalium nullus ſaccrdotum 3 ſubdiacono uſy; ad Epiſcopumlicentiam haber CB ſorriendi. Diſt. 31. 
Nemo ſcorta aut concubinam alat : ſed aut caſte vivat,autuxorem ducar ; quam repudiare fas non eſto. 8 DiK.23. Anno $13. 
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moniam inyio- 
lati corpotis 
perpetus COle 
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unius matr1- 
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DECAD. Il. 


unjuſt expurgations. * Jjidore ſaith, Ler them contatne,or let them marry but one : They 

cire him, Let them containezand leaye out thereſt : ſomewhat worſe than the De. 
vill cited Scripture. But, I might have ſpared allthis labour of writing, could I per. 
{wade whoſoever either doubts,or denies this, to read over that one Epiſtle which 
k Huldericus BB. of Auſpurge wrote learnedly, and vehemently, to Pope Nicholas 


— 


the 


firſt, in this ſubject : which if it doenotanſwer all cavils, and farisfie all Reg. 
ders,and convince ali(not wilfuli)adverſaries, ler me be caft,in fo juft a cauſe.There 
you ſhall ſee, how juſt, how expedient, how ancient this11berty 1s; together with 
the fecble and injurious grounds of forced Continency : Read it, and ſee whether 


fa:derenter. I- | 
fid.reg,cleric. | 
& #'bether Hul- 
dericus, or ( #4 
2e is ſome There 
tituled) Vo- 
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lufianus, I ex- 
quire not : tie 
matter ants 
of no doubt. Hul- 
dericus Ep! (co- 
pies Auguſte 
Anno 860. A&A. 
ncas Svl. 1n(:4 
Germ. Beam, 


you can Cefirea better Adyocate. After him (ſoſtrongly didhe plead, andfo hap- 
pily) for two hundred yeares more, this freedome {till bleſſed thoſe parts ; yer, not 
without extreme oppoſition. Hiſtories are witneſſes of the buſie,and not unlearned 
combats of thoſe times, inthis Argument, But now,when the body of Antichriſti- 
\aniſme began tobe complear, and toſtand up in hisabſokate ſhape, after a thouſand 
yeares from Chriſt ; this liberty which before wayered under Vickolas 1. now by 
the hands of Leo g. Nichols 2. and that brand of hell, Gregory 7. was utterly rMined, 


Eccl.hiſt.l $«c..2 
Fox in A(ts and 
Mon.hath it ful- 
ly tranſlated. 

1 Aventia'ts l.5. 
Gratum fcorta- 
| toribus; quibus 
| pro UNA Uxore 
| {excentaS jam 
'mulierculas in» 
ielicecbat. 

m Anno 1076. 
n Maritos ab 
uxoribus ſepa- 
rat. 

o Exinterdi&9 
{acerdortu con- 
Jugio, gravilt- 


ma {editio gre- 


wives debarred, ſingle life urged: ! A good turne for whoremaſters(fair-dverrine) 
who now for one wite might have fix hundred Bed-fellowes. | og 
But, how approved of the better ſort appearcs (beſides that the Churches did 
ring of him each where for Antichriſt ) in thatat the ® Councell of wormes the 
French and German Biſhops depoſed this Gregor, inthis name (amongſt other 
quarrels) for * ſeparating man and wife. Violence didthis; notreafon : neither was 
Gods will here queſtioned; but the Popes wilfalnefſe. What broiles hereon enſued, 
let ® Avertine witneſle. 
The bickeringsof our Englhſh Clergie, with their D ua/ares, abont this time, are[c 
| memorable jn our owne Hiſtories, which teach us how late,how repiningly, how un- 
juſtly, they ſtooped under this yoake. I had rather ſend my Reader to Bale and Fox, 
than abridge their Monuments, to enlarge mine owne, | 
I have (Thope) fercht this uuth farre enough ; and deduced it low enough 
re-| through many Ages, to the mid{t of the rage of Antichriſtian tyranny. There left 
On our liberty ;, there began their bondage. Our liberty is happily renewed wirh the 
quamralis lues | Goſpell : what God, what his Church hath ever allowed, we doe enjoy. Wherein 
popula Chriſti | wearenotalone : The Greeke Church, as large for extent as the Roman(and,in ſome 
afflixir. Avent.| . : ''s | £6 "of " 
l.5.Henic.Bun-, Parts Of it, better for their ſoundnefſe ) doe thus; and thus have ever done. n 
zng.de dnſelmo.) Let Papiſts and Atheiſts ſay what they will : itis ſafe erring with Godand his pu- 
7 d Anne, er Church. 


1100. in $yn6- 
do Longinenſi: 

Prokibulit facerdetivbus uxores, ante non 
land (and this was about the yeare of our 
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D 
prohiBiras, Anſelme(ſaith that Hiſtorian)wae the firſt that forbade mariagt to the Clergiof Eng- 
Lord 1080.) TU then pver ſrce, Item Fabianus liberos air fuilie ſacerdotes per Annos 1080, 
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E p1sT. IV. Of the ſorrow mot to be repented of. 


T is ſeldome ſeene, that afilent griefe ſpeeds well : for either a man muſt have 
Pfronghand: of reſolution to ſtrangle it in his boſome; or elſe ir drives him t0 

ſome ſecret miſchiefe ; whereas ſorrow revealed is halfe remedied , andevera- 
| bates in theuttering, Your griefe was wiſely diſcloſed; and ſhall be as ſtrangely a1- 
| ſwered. I am gladof your ſorrow; and ſhould weepe for you, if you did not t1u5} 
mourne. Your forrow 1s, that a cannot enough grieve 4 


W or your finnes, Let mee 
tell you, that the Angels themſelves ſing as this lamentation La 3 doth theeartl 
afford any ſo fweermuſicke in : 


| ermuſicke 1n the cares of God. This heavineſſe is the way to jo} 
Worldly forrow is worthy of pitie, becaule it leadeth to death : but this deſervesno- 


thing but enyicand gratulation. Ifthoſe teares were'common, hell would not {© 


enlarge | 


— A. 4 


Ws o_— ——_ ——_—_ — 
nts. din 


( 


— 


A 


| us to have that which we complaine to want. Inever knew any truly penitenr, «hich 
| in the depth of his remorſe, was afraid of ſorrowing too much; nor any unrepentant, 


bowed.You are bur flax-and your beſt isnota flame,but an obſcure ſmoake of grace: 


liberall. Even theſe holy diſcontentments are dangerous. Deſire more ( ſomuch as | 
you can)bur repine not, when you doe not attaine.Deſire, but fo as you be free from | 
-imparience,free from unthankfulneſſe. Thoſe that haye tried,can ſay how difficult it. 


| to have our deſires herein enlarged with our receits. Weepe ſtill, and ſtill defire to | 


| His grace is enough for you : his glory ſhall be more than enough. 


= jw 


BTITT. 17; 


nlargeit ſeite. Never fin, repentedof,was puniſhed : and never any thus mourned. 
and repented not. Loe you have done that, which you grieve you have nor done. 
I har good God, whoſe at is his will,accounts of our will,as our deed. If he required 
ſorrow proportionable to the hainouſnefle of our fins, there were noend of mour- 
ning.Now his mercy regards not ſo much the meaſure, asthe truth of it;zand acconnrs 


which w1ſht to ſorrow more. Yea,let me tell you,that this ſorrow is betterand wore 
chan that deepe heavineſle for fin, which you defire. Many have been yexed with an 
extreme remorſe for ſome ſin, from the gripes of a galled conſcience,which yet never 
came where true repentance grew;in whom the conſcience plaiesat once the accuſer, 
witnefle, Judge,tormentor : but an earneſt griefe, forthe want of griefe, was never 
found in any bur a gracious heart. You are happie,and complaine. Tell me,1 beſeech | 
you; This ſorrow which you mourne to want, is it a grace of the Spirit cf God:orrot? 
If not,why doe you ſorrow to want it ? If it be, oh hcw Fappieis it to grieve for 
want of grace ! The Godofall truth andbleſſedneffe hath aid , BYfſed are thoſe that 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſſe; and with the ſame breath , Bl:fed are they thr 
mourne : for they ſbakt be comfoveed, You fay,you mourne; Chriſt ith, you are bleſſed: 
you ſay, you mourne ; Chriſt ſaith, you ſhall be comfortee:Either row diſtruſt your 
Saviour,or elſe confeſſe your happineſſe,and with patience expet his promiſed con- 
ſolation. What doe you feare ? youſee others ſtand like ſtrong Oakes, unſhaken,ur- 
removed : you arebut a reed.a feeble plant, toffed and bowed with every wind, and 


with much agitation bruiſed ; Loe, you are in tender and favourable hands, rhar ne- 
ver brake any, whom their ſins bruiſed ; never bruiſed any, whom temptations have 


Lo,here his ſpirit is as a ſoft wind,not as cold water;he wil kindle, will never quench 
you. The ſorrow you want;1s his gift : take heed leſt while you vex your ſelfe with 
diſlike of the meaſare, you grudge at the giver. Beggers may not chuſe. This porti- 
on he hath vonchſafed to give you; if you have any,ir 1s tnore than he was bound to 
beſtow : yet you ſav, What, no more? asif you tooke it unkindly, that he is no mare 


15 to complaine, with due reſervation of thanks. Neither know I whether is worſe, To | 
long for good things impatient!y,or ret at all todefire them. The faulr of your for- 
row 1s rather in your conceit,than in it ſelfe. And, if indeed you mourne not enough, 
ſtay but Gods leiſure,8 your eyes ſhall run over wirh reares. How many doe you ſee 
ſport with their fins, yea, brag of the?how many that ſhould die for want of paſtime, 
if they might not ſin freely , and more freely talke of it? What « Saint are you to 
theſe, that can droop under the memory of rhe frailty of youth.and never think you 
have ſpent enow teares! Yet fo I encourage you in what you have,as one that per- 
ſwades you not to deſiſt from ſuing for more.It is good to be covetous of grace, ard | 


weepe : but let your teares be as the raine in a ſun-ſhine ; comfortableand hope]: 
and let not your longing favour of murmur, or diſtruſt. Theſe teares are reſerved; 
this hunger ſhall be ſatisfied; this ſorrow ſhallbe comforted : Thereis nothing, be- 
twixt God and you, but time. Preſcribe not to his wiſedome : haſten noc his mercy. 
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To M. HucuCnoruLer, ..- 


E x. V. Concerning the Metaphraſe of the Pſalmes, = —_ 


Fare not my immoderate ſtudies. I have a body thar controls me enough in 
theſe courſes:my friends need not. There is nothing whereof I could ſooner 


ſurfer, if I durſt negle& my body to ſatisfie my mind: but whiles T affet know-{ 
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DECAD. 11, © ns 


ledge,my cock checks me,and ſayes,Berter alittle learning than mo health.L yeeld, 


and patiently abide my ſelfe debarred of my choſen felicity. The littleI can pet, I ly 
am no niggardof: neither am I more defirousto gather, than willing to impart. The 
full handed are commonly moſt ſparing. We veſlels, that have any empty roome,an. 
Fyer the leſt knock, with a hollow noylſe : you, that are tull,foundnot. If we pardop 
your cloſenefſe, you may well beare with our profuſion. It there be any wrong, iris 
to our ſelves,thatwe utter what weſhould lay up.It 15a pardonable fault; to doe lefſ> 
good to our ſelves,that we may doe mare toothers. Amongſt other endeyours, | 
have boldly undertaken the holy Metres of David ; how happily; judge you by what 
you ſee. There is none ofall my labours ſo open to all cenſures; none whereof] 
would ſo willingly heare the verdit of the wiſe and judicious. Perhaps ſome think the 
verſe harſh; whoſe nice eare regards roundneſle more than ſenſe.T embrace ſmooth. 
neſſe, butaffe& ir not. Thisisthe leaſt good qualitie of a verſe; that intends an 
thing but muſicall delight, Others may blame the difficulty of the runes: whoſe hy. 
mour cannot be pleaſed without a greater offence. Fergto fay truth ; I neyer coulg 
ſee good verſe written in the wonted meaſures, I ever thought them moſt eaſie, and 
leaſt Poeticall.This fault(iFany)will light upon the negligence of our people;which 
endure not to take paines for any fit varietie. The French and Dutch have given us 
worthie examples of dilig ence,and exquiſitneflein this kind. Neither our eares nor 
voicesare lefſe tunable. Here 1snothing wanting,but will to learne. Whar is this,bur| 
to cat the corne out of the eare , becauſe we will not abide the labour to grind, and 
knead it > If the queſtion be,whether our verſe ruſt deſcend to them; or they aſ- 
cend toit; wiſe moderation I think would determine it poſt equall , that each part 
ſhould remir ſomewhat , and both meetinthe midſt. Thus Thave endevoured to| | 
doe,with fincere intent of their good,rather than my owne applauſe.For ithadbecnC| 
eafie to havereached toan higher ſtraine : but I durſtnot; whether farthe grave Ma:| | 
Jeſtie of the ſubject, or benefit of the ſimpleſt Reader. You ſhall ſt] note, that] 
havelaboured to keepe Davids entire ſenſe, with numbers neither loftie nor ſhubbe- 
red : which meane is ſo much more difficult to find, asthe bufinefſe is more ſacred, 
and the libertie lefle. Many great wits have undertaken this taske ; which yet haye 
either not effefted ir, or haye ſmothered itin their private desks, anddeniediitthe 
[common light. Amongſt the reſt, were thoſe to rare ſpirits of the Sidzyes; ro whom, 
Poefic wasas naturall as it isaffeted of others : andour worthy friend 27. Sylveſter, 
hath ſhewed me,how happily he hath ſometimes turned from his Barcas tothe ſweet 
ſingef of 1ſrael. It could not be,thatin ſuch abundant plentie of Poeſfic, this worke 
ſhould haye paſt unattempted : would God I might live to ſee it perfected; either by 
my owne hand , or a better. Inthe meane time,tet mecxpec your imparriall ſen- p 
tence, both ids jdm forme and ſenſe. Lay afide your love , for awhile; 
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which top oft blinds judgment. And as ituſesto be done in moſt equall proceedings 
ofjaſtice,ſhut me out of dores while my verſe is diſcuſſed: yea, let me receive not 
your cenſure onely,but others by you : this once (as you love me) play boththe In- 
Afteriſcus [former and the Judge. Whether youallow it,you ſhall incourage me; or corrett,you 
Veru. ;thall amend me. Either your ftarres,or your ſpits, (that I may uſe Origens notes)ſhall 


be welcome tomy margenr. It ſhall be happy for us,if God ſhall make our poore l+- 
bours any way ſeryiceable to his Name and Church, | "_ 


| wo th 1.46, ct 14 oh oo. hy ho *; 
OO Or et Ie 
To M. Samuel Sotbeby. 


- Eersr.VI. A Prefaceto his Relation of the Ruſſian aff aires. 


| Ravell perfiteth wiſedome;and obſeryation givesperfe&ion to travell:with- 
out which aman may pleaſc his eyes,nor feed his brainzand after much earth 
= meaſured, ſhall returne witha weary body, and an emptie mind. Home 1s 
more fafe,more pleaſant,bur leſſe fruicfull of experience: But to a mind not working 
8&diſcurfve,all heavens,all carthsarealike. And asthe end of travell is obſervation 
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DECAD. 1], 


friends: The rtfoſt are friendly in ſight, ſerviceable in expeCtation, hollow in loye 
cruſtlefle in experience. Yer now, Buckinski, ſee and confeſſe thou haſt found one 
 friehd;which hath made thee many : on whom while thou beſtowedſt mach favour 
thon haſt loſt none. I cannot bur think how welcome, Liberty (which rho late, yet 
now atlaſt hath lookt back upon him) ſhall be to the Cell of his afflition'; when 
ſmiling uponhim,ſhe ſhalllead him by the hand, and(like another Angell)open the 
iron gates of his miſerable captiyitie,and(from thoſe hard Preſtaves and lavage Chri.. 
ſftians) carry him by the haire of the head, into this paradiſe of God. In the meane | 
time, I have written to himasT could, in a known language, with an unknown hang. 
thar my poore Letters of gratulation might ferve as humble atrendantsto greater. 

| For your work, [ wiſhicbur ſuch glad entertainment,as the profit, yea the delight 
of it deſerves ; and feare nothing, but-rhat this long delay of publication will make jr 
farce newes. Weare all growne Athenzans, and account a ſtrange report like toa fijh | 
and a gueſt. Thoſe eyes and hands ſtaidit, which might doe it beſt. I cannot blame 
you, if you think ir more honoured by the ſtay of his gracious pernfall, than ir could 
be by theearthly acceptationof the world.Even the caſt garments of Princes are Pre 
cions. Others have in part prevented you ; whoſe labours,to yours are but as an x. 
 chatoa long period: by whoth; we heare the laſt ſound of theſe ſtirres, ignorant of 
the beginning. They give vs bur ataſtein theirhand : you lead us to the open fonn- 
raine. Let the Reader give you butas much thank,as you give him ſatisfaction; you | 
{hall defire no more. | _ | | 
 Finally,Godgive vs much good uſe, as knowledge of tis judgements ; the world, 

helpe of your labours; your ſelte, ncouragement 3 Buchinski,libertie,  * 
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iS Eersr. VII. Of the comfort of Impriſcment. 
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A but, is never releaſed in ſubſtance, till that God, who gave us our Mittimw into rhis 

Gaole, give is our Delivery, with Recurne ye ſonnes of Adam : Thus either all men are 
priſoners, or you arenone. Is it reſtraint ? How many (eſpecially of thar other ſex in 
choſe your Eiſterne parts)chamber up themſelves; for ſtate; ſoas they neither ſee the | 
Sunne, nor others them? How many ſuperſtitious men, for deyotion ; how many 
obſcure Aglai, for caſe and careleſnefle, keepe themſelyes in their own cottage, in 
cheir owne village ; and never walke forth ſo much as to the neighbour townes ? 
And what is your Ru/fatoall her inhabirants, bura large priſon, a wide Galley ? yea, 
what other is the world tous > How can he complaine of {traitneſſe,or reſtraint, that \ 
roves overall the world, and beyond it ? Tyrannie may part the foule from the bod y; 
cannot confine it to the body. That which others doe for eaſe, deyotion, ſtate, you 
doe for neceſlitie : why notas willingly, ſince you muſt doe it ? Doebut imaginethe 
other cauſe ; and yourcaſe isthe ſame with theirs which both haye choſen, and de- | 
light to keepe cloſe ; yet hating the name of priſoners, while they embrace the con- 
dition. But, why doel perfwade you, not to miſlike that, which I pray you may for- 
fake? I had rather you ſhould be no priſfonerar all, than tobe a cheerefull priſoner 
upon neceſlitie. It the doores be open, my perſwaſion ſhall not ho1d you in. Rather 
our prayes ſhall open thoſe doores, andfetch you forth into this common lbertie of | 
men ; which alſo hath nota little (though ah inferiour) contentment. For, how | 
pleaſant is it totheſe ſenſes, by which we men are wonr to be led, roſee and be ſcene, 
roſpeake to our friends, and heare them: ſpeake to us; to touch and Kifle the deare | 
hands of our Parenes, and with them art laſt ro haye our eyes cloſed? Either this ſhall 
befall you ; or what hopes, what paines (Iadde no more) hath this your carefull friend } 
loſt ? and we, what wiſhes, what conſultations ? It ſhall be ; I dare hope, yea beleeve 
ic: Onely thou our good God give ſuch end; as thou haſt done entrance into this | 
bulinefle ; and fo diſpoſe of theſe likely endeyours, that whom we love and honour 
abſent,we may at laſt in preſent ſee and embrace. 
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E ets r. VEIL. Exciting to Chriſtian cheerefulneſſe. 


. F Oucomplaine of dulneſſe ; a common diſeaſe, and incident to the beſt minds, | 
\'4 and ſuch as can moſt contemne vanities. For, the crue Worldling hunts after | 
nothing but mirth ; neither cares how lawlefle his ſport be, ſo it be pleaſant : he | 
faines ro himſelfe falſe delights, when he wants : and if he can paſſe the time, and | 
chaſe away Melancholie,he thinks his day ſpent happily. And tis it muſt needs be ; | 
| while the world is his god, his deyortion can be bur his pleaſare : whereas the morti- | 
fied ſoule, hath learned to ſcorne theſe frivolous and ſinfull joyes ; and affetseither 
ſolid delights,ornone:and had rather be dull for want of mirth, than tranſporred with | 
wanton pleaſures. When the world, like an important Minſtrel, thruſts 1t felfe into 
his chamber. and offers him muſicke, unſought; if he vouchfafe it the hearing, it 1s 
the higheſt favour he dare, ot can yeeld:: He rewards itnot, he commends itnot : | 
- [ Yea, he ſecretly lothes thoſe harſh and jarringnortes, and rejects them. For, he finds | 
a better conſort within, betwixt God and himſelfe, when he.hath a little tuned his | 
-heart with meditation. To ſpeake fully, the World is like an 11! foole ina Play : the |} 
Chriſtian isa judiciovs ſpeQator, which thinks thoſe jeſts ro grofſe robe laughr at;and 
| therefore entertaines that with ſcorne, which others. with applauſe. Yer intrurh, we 
ſinne; if werejoyce not : there is not more error in falſe mirtn, thaninunjuſt heay1- | 
{nefſe. Ifworldlings offend, that they laugh, when they ſhon!d mourne; we ſhall 
ofend no lefſe, if we droope in cauſe of cheerefulneſſe, Shall we envie, .or ſcorne, 
to ſee one joy inredand white drofle, another ina vaine title z one in adaintie diſh, | 
another ina, jeſtz one ina booke, another in a friend; one na Kite,another ina | 
Opge; whiles we enjoy the God of Heaven, andare ſorrowfull > What dull metall | 
isthis we are made of? We hayethe fountaine of joy,and yet complaine of heavineſſe. | 
Is there any joy, without God? Certainly, ifjoy be good, and all goodnefſe befrow | 
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him:whence ſhould joy ariſe, but from him? Andifhebethe author of joy; how are nN 
we Chriſtians, andrejoyce not? What ? do wefreezein the fire, and ſtaryear a feaſt> | © 
Have weagood conſcience, and yet | rag and hangdowne the head? When God hath 
made us happy, doe we make our ſelves miſerable ? WhenlT aske my heart David; 
queſtion, I know not whether I be more angry or aſhamed at the anſwer; why art 
thou ſad my ſoule ? My body, my purſe, my fame, my friends; or perhapsnone of theſe 
onely Iam ſad, becauſe I am. And what ifall theſe? whatif more? when I cometo 
my better wits, Have I a father, an advocate, a comforter, a manſion inheayen? 1f 
both carth and hell conſpired to afflict me, my ſorrow cannot countervaile the cauſes 
ofmy joy. Now Icanchallengeall adyerfaries; and either defic all miſeries, or bid 
all croſſes, yea death tſelfe, wellcome. Yet God doth notabridge us of theſe earthly 
ſolaces, which dare weigh with our diſcontentmenrs, and ſometime deprefſe the 
balance. Hisgreater light dothnot extinguiſh the lefſe. If God had not thought them 
bleſſings, hehad not beſtowed them : andhow are they bleſſings, if they delightys 
not ? Bookes, friends, wine, oyle, health, reputation, comperencie, may give occz- 
fions, but not bounds, to our rejoycings. We may not make them Gods rivalls, buc 
his ſpokes-men. In themſelyes they are nothing ; burin God worth our joy. Theſe 
may bevſed; yet ſoasthey maybe abſent without diſtraction. Let theſe goe ; ſoGod 
alone bepreſent with us, itisenough. He were not God, ifhe were not All-ſufficient, 
We have him, I ſpeak boldly; Wehave himin feeling, in faich,in pledges,and earneſt, 
yea, in poſſeſſion. Why doe we not enjoy him? why doe we not ſhake-off thar ſenſe. 
[:fe drowſinefſe , which makes onr lives unpleaſant; and leave overall heavineſſety 
thoſe that want Gad ; to thoſe that either know him not, orknow him difpleaſed? 
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| E er8r, IX, Conſolations of immoderate griefe for the death of friends. 


FHile the ſtream of ſorrow runs ful, I know how vaine itis to oppoſc 

V \ / counſell. Paſſions muſt have leafure to digeſt. VViſdome doth not mort 
moderate them, than time, At firſt, itwas beſt to mourne with you, 
and to mitigate your ſorrow,by bearing part ; wherein, won'd God my burden could 
| be your eaſe, Every thingelle isleffe, when ir is divided; And then is beſt,after teares, 
togive counſell : yer, in theſe thoughts I am nota little ſtraited. Before you have 
digeſted griefe,adyice comes too carly;toolate,when you havedigeſted it. Before,it 
was unſeaſonable ; after, would be ſuperfluous : Before, it could not benefit you: af- 
ter, it may hurt you, by rubbing up a skinned forea freſh. Ir isas hard ro chooſethe 
ſeaſon for counſell, os to give it : and that ſeaſon is, after the firſt digeſtion of ſorrow; 
- [before the laſt. Ifmy Letters then meet with the beſt opportunitie, they ſhall pleaſe 
me,and profit you : If not, yet I deſerve pardon, that I wiſhed ſo. You had burtwo 
Jewels, which you held precious; a V Vife, and a Sonne : One was your ſelfe divided; 
theother, your ſelfe multiplied : You have loſt both, and well-neere at once. The 
lofle of one cauſed the other, and both of them your juſt griefe. Such loſſes, when 
they come ſingle, afflit us; but, when double, aſtoniſh us ; and tho they give advan- 
tage of reſpite, wouldalmoſt over-whelme the beſt patient. Lo, now is the tryall of 
our man-hood, yea, ofour Chriſtianitie : Youare now in the liſts, ſet upon by rwoot 
Gods fierce affictions; ſhew now what patience you have,whart fortcirude. Wherefore |p 
have you gathered, and laid up all this time , bur for this brunt? Now bring forthall 
your holy ſtoreto light, and ro vſe; andapproye tousin this diſficultic, that you have 
all this while beenea Chriſtian inearneſt. I know, theſe events haye not firpriſed 


yon on a ſudden : you have ſuſpe&ed they might come : : if rhe) 
ſhould come. Things that are eg BE COME 47900 FHP PRI. 4 


may be doubted : but certaine things are 
and multbe expetted. Providence abates griefe, and diſcountenances a croſle. 0, 


if your affetion were ſo ſtrong, that you durſt not fore-thinke your loſſe ; take it 
equally butas it falls. A wiſe manand a Chriſtian knowes death g farall to Nat | 
, | TN 2 F 0 
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{© ordinary in event, ſo gainfull in the iſſue, that I wonder he can for this ejrher 
| orgrieve. Doth God onely lend us one another, anddoe we grads he! 
feare Or grieVE. 130 onely lend us one another, anddoe we grudge when he 
calls for his owne ? SoT have ſeene 1]l debtors that borrow with prayers, keepe with | 
thanks, repay with enmitie. We miſtake our tenure :-we take that for gift, which | 
God intends for loane ; We aretenantrs at will, and thinke our ſelves owners. Your | 


wife and child are dead : Well, they have done that for which they came. 


If they could not have dyed, it had beene worthy of wonder; nor atall, that they | 


are dead. If this condition were proper onely toour families, and friends, or yer to | 
our climate alone ; how unhappy-thoald we ſeeme toonr-neighbours, to'our ſelves! | 
Now it is common, let us mourne that we ate-mnEn. Loe, all Princes and Monarchs | 
daunce with us in the ſame ring : yea, what ſpeak I of earth? The God of Nature. 
the Saviour of men, hath trod che ſame ſteps of death ; And doe we think mucttto | 
fellow him ? How many ſervants haye we knowne, that have thruſt themſelves be- 
rwixt their Maſter and death; which haye dyed, chat their Maſter might nocdye* 
and ſhall we repine todie with ours? How truly may we ſay of this our David, Thor: | 
art worth ten thouſand of ms ; yea, worth a world of Angels: yet he dyed, 'and-dyed for 
us. Who would live, that knowes his Saviour died ? who can hea Chriſtian. and | 
would not be like him? Who can be like him, that would not die after him? Thinke 
of this, and indge whether all the world can hire us not to die. Inced not aske you 
whether you loved thoſe whom you have loſt : Could you love them, and notwiſh } 
they might be happy ? Could they be happy, and nor dye? In truth, nature knowes 
what ſhe would haye ; We can neither abid our friends miſerable in-their ſtay, nor 
happie in their departure : We loye our ſelves fo well, that we cannotbecontenrthey 
ſhoukd gaine by ourloſſe. The excuſe of your ſorrow 1s, that you mourne for your 
ſelfe. True : but compare theſe two,and ſee whether your lofle or their gaine be grea: | 
ter. For if their advantage exceed your lofle ; take heed, leſt while you bewray your 
love inmourning for them , itappeare that you love but. your ſelfe in them. The 
are gone to their preferment, and you lament : your loves injurious. Tf they were 
vaniſhed to nothing, I could not blame you, tho you tooke up Rachels-lamentation : 
But now, you know they are inſurer hands thatfyour owne : you know,that he hath 
taken them,which hath undertaken to keepe them, tobring them againe : You know 
itis but a ſleepe, which is miſcalled Death, andthat they ſhall, they muſt awake; as 
ſureasthey lie downe; and wake more freſh, moreglorious, than when you ſhut their 
eyes. Whar doe we with Chriſtianitie, ifwebeleevenorthis? and ifwe doe beleeve 
it, why doe we mourneasthe hopelefſe ? But the matter, perhaps, is not ſo heavy as 
the circumſtance : Your crofles came ſudden,and thicke; You could not breathe from 
your-firſt lofſe, ere you felt aworſe. As if he knew not this, that ſent both: As if he 
did it not on purpoſe. His proceedings ſeeme harſh : are moſt wiſe, moſt juſt. Ir is 
our fault, that they ſeeme otherwiſe than they are. Doe we thinke, we could carve 
better for our ſelves? O the mad inſolence of Nature, thar dares controll, where ſhe, | 
ſhould wonder ! Prefumptuous clay ! that will be checking the Potter. : Is his wiſ= | 
dome, himſelfe? Is he, in himſelfe, infinite? Ishis Decree ont of his wiſdome ;and 
doe we murmur ? Doe we, fooliſh wormes, turne againe when he treads upon us ? 
What? doe you repine at that which was good for yon, yeabeſt? That is beſt for us 
which Godſecthbeſt : and thathe ſeeth beſt, which he doth, This is Gods doing. |- 
Kiſſe his rod in ſilence, and giveglory tothe hand that rules it. His will isthe' rule of 
_ | hisa@tions;and his goodnefſe, of his will. Things are good tons, becauſe he wils them: 

.| He wils them, becauſe they are good to himſelfe. Its your glory thathe intends, in 
your ſo greataffliction. It is no praiſe to wade over aſhallow Ford, but to cut the 
| [welling wavesof the Deepe, commends both our ſtrength and kill. Ir isno vitto- 

ry, to conquer ancaſie and weake croſſe, Theſe maine evils have crownes anſera- 
bleto their difficultie : Wreſtle once and goe away with a bleſſing. Be patientin 
this lofſe,andyou ſhall once triamph in your gaine. Let God haye thzm with cheere- 
fulnefſe, and you ſhall enjoy God with them in glory. | 
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E r15v. X. Againſt ſorrow for worldly loſſes, 
T: is fitter for me to beginne with chiding, than with advice : what meanes this 
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weake diſtruſt ? Goe on, and I ſhall doubr whether I write toa Chriſtian. You 
£ haye loſt your heart, together with your wealth ;- How can I bur feare, leſt this 
' Mammon wasyour God ? Hence was Gods jealoufic inremoving it; and hence your 
immoderate teares for loſing it. If chus ; Godhad not loved you, if hehadnot mage 
you poore. To ſome,itis anadyantage to leeſe:you could nothaye been at once thus 
rich, and good. Now, heaven is open to you, which was ſhut before, and could ne.|Þ 
ver havegiven you entrance, with that load of iniquity. If you be wife in mena- 
ging youraffliftion, you have changed the world for God, alittle drofle for heayen, 
Let me ever loſe thus, and ſmart when I complaine, DD 

But you might have at once retained both. The ſtomach, that is purged, muſt be 
content to part with ſome good nouriſhment, that it may deliver it ſelfe of moree- 
| vill hnmors. God ſaw (that knowes 1t) you could not hold him ſo ſtrongly, while 
one of your hands was ſo faſtned ypon the world. You fee, many make themfelyes 
wilfully poore : why cannot you be content God ſhould impoveriſth you? If God 
had willed theirpovertie, he would have commanded i : if hee had not willed 
yours, he would not have effefted it. It isa ſhame for a Chriſtian, toſee an Heathen 
Philoſopher laugh art his owne {hipwracke ; while himfelfe howles our, as if all his 
fehatie were imbarked with his ſubſtance. How ſhould wee ſcorne, to think that 
an heathen man ſhould wh either at our ignorance,or impotence? ignorance, if we 
thought too highly of earthly things ; impotence if we over-loyed them. T he feare 
of ſome evils is worfe than the fſenſe;- To ſpeake ingenuouly ; I couldnevyer ſee, 
wherein povertic deſeryed: ſo hard aconceit. It takes away the delicacie of fare, 
ſoftneſie of lodging, gaynefle of attire, and perhaps brings with it contempt: this 
15 the worſt,and all. View it now en the better ſide : Loe; their quiet ſecurity, found 
ſteps, ſhatp appetite, free meriment; no feares, no cares, no ſuſpitipn, no diſtem- 
pers of exceffe, nodiſcontentment. IfI were Judge, my tongue ſhould be unjuſt, if 
povertie went away weeping. I cannot ſee, how the evills it brings, can compare 
with thoſe which itremoves; how the diſcommadities ſhould match the bleſſings of | | 
a meaneeſtate. Whatare thoſe you have loſt, bnr falſe friends, miſerable comfor-|; 
ters? Elſe they had not left you. Oh flight and fickle ſtay, that, winds conld bereaue 
you of ! If your care could goe with them, here were no damage : and, if 1t goe not 
with them, it 15 your fanlt. Grieve more for your fault, than for your lofſe, If your 
negligence, your rotous miſ-ſpence had empaired your eſtate, then Satan had impo- 
veriſht you; now would I haveadded toyourgriefe, for your ſiine, notfor yourat- 
fliction : But now, fince windsand waters haye done itastheofficers oftheir Maker: 
why ſhould younot ſay with me, asI with 70b, The Lord hath taken ; Vie your loſſe 
well, and you ſhallfind that God hath crofſed you witha bleſſing. And if it were 
worſe than the world efteemes it, yet think not what you feele, but what youde- 
ſerve : You areaſtrangertoyour ſelfe, if you confeſſe not that God favours yorin| 
this whip. If he hadſtrippedyou of better things, and ſconrged you with worſe, you 
ſhould fill have acknowledgedamercifulljuſtice : If 5ounow repinearan eaſie cor-| 
rection, youarc worthy offeyerity. Beware the next, if yon grudge and fivell at this. 
Itisnextto nothing which you ſaffer : what can be fimther from us, than theſe goods 
of outward eſtate? Youneed notabateeither health, or mirth fortheir fakes. If yo! 
doenow draw the aftliion neerer than he which-ſent ic, and makea forren evil 
domeſticall; if while God viſits your eſtate, you fetch irhome, toyonr body, 07 our 
mind ; thanke your ſeke that you will needs be miſerable: Burif you loue not 10 
fare ill ; take croſſesas they areſeng, andgoe lightly away with an cafie burden. 
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To M. Smub,and M. Rob. Ring-leaders of the late 
_ Separation at eAmſterdam. 


EersT.I. Setti19 forth their injurie done to the Chnrch, the inj 4 ſlice of their cauſe, and | 
fearef ulneſſe of their offence : Cenſuring and adviſing them. 


'E heare of your ſeparation,and mourne ; yer. not ſo much. 
| for you, as for your wrong : you could not doe a greater 
o| injuric to your mother, than to flie from her, Say ſhee |} 
19] werepoore,ragged,weake ;. ſay ſhe were deformed; yet | 
[oj ſhee isnot infeftious: Or if the were, yer ſhe is yours. 
| This were cauſe enough for you, tolament her, ro pray 
| for her, to labour for her redrefſe,not toavoid her : This 
&\, | unnaturalnefſ> is ſhamefull; and more ,hainous in you, 
20 0 0950+ eB who are reported not partiesin this eyill; but authors. 
Your flight is not ſo much,as your miſ-guidance.. Plead not : this fair is paſt excuſe: 
If we all ſhould follow you,this were the way,of a Church (as you plead)imperfet., | 
to make no Church; and ofa remedie, to make adiſeaſe. Still the fruitof our chari- 
tie to you, is,beſidesour griefe, pitie., Your zeale of truth hath miſ-led you, and you 
others: A zeale, if honeſt, yet blind-foldcd,and led by ſelfe-will. O chat you loved 
Peace,but halfe ſo well as Truth : then, this breach had never becne : and. you that'} 
are yetbrethren, had been ſtill companions. Goe vut of Babylox, you ſay ; The voice 
not of Shifme, but of holinefſe. Know you where you are? Looke about yau, I be- 
ſeech you, looke behind you; and ſee if we have not left jt upon our backs. Shees| 
her ſelfe feels, and ſees that ſhe is abandoned : and complaines to all the world ,” that | 
we have not onely forſaken, but ſpoiled her ; and yet you ſay, Come onz of Babylon. 
And except you will be willingly blind, youmay ſee the heapes of her Altars, the 
alhesof her Idols, the ruines of her monuments, the condemnation of her errours, 
the revenge of her abominations. And are we yetin B.:bplon? Is Babi lon yetamongſh 
us? Where are the maine buildings of that accurſed Cnie ; thoſe high and proud | 
Towers of their univerſall Hierarchie,.infallible judgement, diſpcnfation with rhe | 
Lawes of God; and finnesof men ;, difpofition of Kingdomes , depoſition of Prin- 

ces, parting ſtakes with God in our converſion, through freedome of will ; 1n'onr, 
ſalvation, through the merit of our works ? Where arc thoſe rotten heaps ( rottge;,” | 
not through age, bur corruption) of tranſibſtantiaring of bread, adoring of Images; 
multitude of Sacraments, power of Indylgences,necefhrie of Confellions,! profit-of 
Pilgrimages, conſtrainedand approved Ignorance, unxnowne Devotions? Where q 
are thoſe deepe vaults (if not mynes) of Penances and Purgatories,and whatfozyer| 
hath been deviſed þy thoſe Popelings, whether profitable or glorious, againſt rhe}. 
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Lordand his Chriſt ?'Arethey not al raced, andburicd in the duſt?. Hath nor rhe | ' 
Majeſtic of herGods, like as was done to Mithra, and Serapis, been long agone ofte- 
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red to the publique laughter ofthe yalgar ? What 1s this burto goe,yeatorun(ifnor 
roflicyour of Babylon? But( as cyery man 15 an hearty Patron of his owne actions, 
andit is adeſperate cauſe that hath noples) you alledge our conforting in Ceremo- 
nies,and ſay Rin we tarry in the ſuburbs. Grant that theſe were as 1ll, as an enemie 
| can make thetn,or can pretend them: Youare deecived,,if you think the wals of 
B.bzlon ſtand upon Ceremomies. Subſtanriall errours are both her foundation, and 
frame. Theſe ritual obſervations are not ſo much as Tile and Reed ; rather like to 
ſome Fane upon the roofe; for ornament, more than uſe : Not parts of the building, 
bur not neceſſary appendances. If you take them otherwiſe, you wrong the Church, 
if thus, and yct depart, you wrong it and your felfe : As if you would have perſiyaded 
righteous 7.07 not to ſtay in Zoar, becauſe it was fo neere Sodome. [ feare, if youhad 
ſcene the money-changers in the Temple, how ever you would have prayed. or 
taught there : Chriſt did it,not forfaking the place,bur ſcourgingthe offenders; And 
this is the valonr of Chriſtian teachers : To oppoſe abuſes, nor torunne away from 
them : Where ſhall you not thns find Babylon 2 Would you hayerun away from Ge- 
#:.1, becanſe or her wafers? Orfrom Corinth, for her diſordered love-feaſts > Either 
run out of the world, or your flight isin yaine. If experience of change teach you 
not, that you ſhall find your Babylon every where, returne not. Compare the place 
you have left, with that you have choſen; let not feare of ſeeming to repent over- | 
ſoone,make you partiall. Loe,thcre acommon harbour of all opinions, of al{ here- 
ies; ifnor a mixture. Here you drew in the free and cleare aireof the Goſpell,with- 
ont that odious compoſition of 1xdatſme, Arrianiſme, Anabaptiſme : There you liye 
in the ſtench of theſe and more. Yon are unworthy of pitie, if you will approyeyour 
miſery. Say if youcan, that the Church of E neland(it ſhe were not yours ) isnot an 
heaven to Amfter dem How is it then, that our gnatsare harder to ſwallow,than their 
camels? andthat whiles all Chriſtendome magnifies our happinefe, and applaudsit; 
your handfull alone, fodereſts our cnormiries, that you deſpiſe our graces? See whe- 
ther in this you make not God a loſer,” The thank ofall his favonrs 1s loſt , becauſe 
you wait more : and inthe meane time, who gaines by this ſequeſtration, but Reme 
and Hel/? How doe they mmfult in this advanrage, that our mothers owne children 
condemne her for uncleane,that we are daily weakned by our diviſions,that the rude 
multitude hath fopalpable a motive to diſtruſt us? Sure, you intended it not : but,if 
you had been their hired Agent, you could not have done our enemies greater ſer- 
vice. The God of heaven open four eyes, that you may ſee the unjuſtice of that 
zeale which hath tranſported you; and turne your heart to an endeyour of all Chri- 
ſtian ſatisfaction : otherwiſe, your ſoules ſhall find too late, that it had been a thou- 
ſand times better to fallow a Ceremonie, than to rend a Church : yea, that eyen 
whoredomesand murders ſhall abide an eafier anſwer than ſeparation. I have done, 
if onely Thave adviſed you of that fearefull threatning ofthe Wiſeman : The egerhat 
ao cketh bis father and deſpiſeth the government of bs mother, the Raverg of the alley ſha 
pickers ont, anarhe young'Eaples eat i;, | | 
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C Incel faw you, I faw my father die: How boldly and merrily did he paſſe tho- 
\ Yrow the gates of death,as if they had had no rerror.but mach pleaſure ! Ohthat 
I couldascafily imitate,as not forget him ! Wee know we muſt tread the fame 
way ; how happy, if with the ſame mind ? Our life,as it gives way todeath, ſomult 
{make way for it : it will be, though we willnot : it will not be happie, without our 
| Wl, without our preparation. It isthe beſt and longeſt lefſon, to learne how to die 3 
{and of ſureft uſe : which alone if we rake notout, it were better notto have lived; | | 
q Oh'vame ſtudies of men, how to walke thorow Rome ſtreets all day in the ſhade,how | | 
p *:1:4 bh 343 | e: IX1 TAL 1 SL IC > to 


_n_ " > 
_ _ . RY 
wy - by SSI NOR , 5 
woe Mn <tr” BEET, * — . wa b 
E eg 7, 46-0.4 6 ag Dag4 WE a. 2 _ , == bs : 
k ” cod oe tie _ <Fugg, m_— —_— « ho 4 
Z < \ , : ha "YE. 27, WY <P OE OLE IS Th nn ernne R 
- ky . Jo $a. 25 5 ka — ” — _ —_ wW we 
- ” 3. £3 0 - = 0 _ _ — == _ ms 
(20 nd > - he ny - 
ſas. punks cs A = -S Rs : 
_—___ - 


A 
- 
[2 
| £ 

; }] 

s 
- 
*) k 

IJ 
2 4 
, 
3 
" je 

' .,- 

: þ5, 4 
0 

. 
1 Wp 
. 
' 
i : 
' 
4341 
| i 
: 
m7 e 
16! 
4 - 
1 » 
+ by 
' 
SY 
} : 
$10 

[ , 
is ) 

? s ? 

; *F i 
+ hl 
, i 
} y 
by TE 
"_ is 
[1 
1 '"T 
, 3 
Lb if 

+ Y% , 

\o0.4 id 

. } 

o 
"1843 if 
' 3 
I” G 

Ay 1 
794 
#*.;+ o 
a: " 
os is 

* 44 
+ | 
: 4 
N 1 
1 » 4 
+ £ 
v4 g 4 'F 
4 *x 1+ 
7 48. 
is 2 
$ Þ 
ſ "4: 
146 
i 
F z| 
; 1 
4 

£ A . 
[15 þ 
*\. 4x 

: % . 4 

* \ 

* 4 | F F 
$4 ih 

Jy 
+ : 
: 

*. 495%h TH 
}x36 ; > 
138 | 
da.ih ! i 
by "Y 
iz 4 1; 

of (2 

iv 
R ' 

4 k : 
le \W: 
*t o 
is 7 
/ f 

$3 : 

: 1.28 

! | 
k : : Q 
(T1 
: : 
+6116 | 
T : 4, 
LORE 6 
"BW þ [ 
; ' f 
74 ' 
T6 1 of 
: 
| 
$*.; bi 
IS . 

; l 

4 if 

+ -FF1 y 

kn, 

\ 4 

| ;FI 1 

$414 1 : 

: [#4 : 
vi} "; 

i i 
" 4 : 

4 þ }; 

: 1 
rY 
{137 

4 CE, 

F iis 
7. . 
4+ ly l 
WA! ; 
: FOR 
" RM" ; 
's 4 | ' 
=o i 
ab .,1/4161 .111f): 
FF Is 
V3 \] J 
#4} ml 
4 : 
q T Mi 
+4 13;8 bd 
I wy VTH 
W111 
” $5.17! F 
+4 'Y 1 I 
i 
py *08 1 
$3. 448 W's 
: te: 
4 | y4 & 
4 ANN 
Ly f 
"- i 
: {0 "Y 
L's : , 

4751 

. + 

" | ! 
, q- 

q* # F 

T7 F108 

: FL $ \ 

\ " 1 L 

I» [a 

Eat 
j* ' 

( : 

a 

i 
J $54 j" 
4 F+ 
v 1541 

, 469- 

s. \ 

F ' 

: &'1 

: . 
1;F 
Fa £ 
4 yy 
'* 17 

- 4 

$38: ? 

iz! 
[3 $1 
J ; 
14h; 
04+! 
"Ei 
i 
i | 
o 4 
b-} " 
46 f 
" 
4 : 
1 
ji ' 
X of 
3 * 
p , «. 
: & 
: " 
& 
i 
of 
: 
# tit 
F \ 
. 
Tz 
: 
oy 
* 
4 , 
BY 
F 
is 
,* 
* 
$4 
\5Þ # 
: : 
AS i & 
y ? 
1 pi 
W.9 F 
"0 | 
: | 4 
b 
s1} : 
fi 44 
: i} 
At Fir 
i) 
\ ' 
4 i 
hy 
'Y l 
42 { « Hh 
. 
$41 


'; 
Ti : 
$ +7 
$ a 
F 
*1 
mM (vp 
! 
T7 4 
A} | 
4 
4 LN 
' 
. 
- Cz 
k : 
. 
s : 
" Fd 
[ 
, 


_—_— gow po * 
4 £ F Sn 2... . 
. iD — —— 
” q p ©; : -_ 
2% 4 _ ES RIES. >. ao —*— 
—_ HT v2 in = . —_ x 
- hole: w 2.4 - * » P26 
pn ON A Y ——_ a - 
5 p 6 ML coke. SP Ernie 
; _ ” 
Wo « 24 —_ ooo re 2 A 
— 


1 OS I —— 
| —— A.” "__ PII Pas —_— — _ 
[ F - 

z ws 66-0 4** - 


Load 


4 : 
. 
- 
——_ * .-- 40 - P L 
t_— —_— _ Fd - o p 
ts Jury » = 
-—_ _—_— — » 
————  ; _ . 
% a _ : 
—_ « Ew * 


X —_— 


" " 


| EP IST. FE. 


to ſquare circles, how to falve up the celeſtiall motions, how to corre& miſ-wricten 
copies, to fetch up old words from forgetfulneffe, and a thouland other like points 
of idle 5kill ; whiles the maine care of life and death is negle&ed ! There is an Art of 
this, infallible, eternall both in truth,and uſe : for chough the meanes be diyers, yet 
che laſt att is ſtill the ſame, and the diſpofition of the ſoule need not be other : it is 
all one whether a feyer bring it, ora ſword ; wherein yer, after long profeſſion of 0- 
ther ſciences, Iam ſtill (why ſhould I ſhame toconfeſſe?)a learner; and ſhall be( TI 
hope) whileſt lam: yetir ſhallnotrepent us, as diligent Schollers repeat their parts 
untoeach other, to be moreperfe& ; ſo mutually to recall ſome of our rules of well- 
dying: The firſt whereof 15a conſcionable life:The next aright apprehenſion of life, 
and death:I tread in the beaten path ; doe you follow me. To live holily,is the way 
rodie afely,happily.If death be terrible, yet innocence is bold, and will neither feare 
irſelfe,nor let us feare ; where contrariwiſe wickednefle is cowardly, and cannot a- 
bide either any glimpſe of light, or ſhew of danger. Hope doth not more draw our 
cies forward, than conſcience turnes them backward, and forces us tolook behind 
as; affrighting us even with our paſt evils. Belides the paine of death, eyery finjs7] 
new Fury to torment the ſoule, and to make it loth to part. How can it chuſe, when 
ir ſees on the one lide,what evill irhath done ; on the other, what evill it muſt ſuffer? 
It was acleare heart(whar elſe could doe it2)that gave ſo bold a forehead to thar holy 
Biſhop, who durſt on his death-bed profeſſe, I haye fo lived, as I neither feare to die,' 
nor ſhame to live. What care we when we be found, if well-doing? Whit care we how 
ſuddenly, when our preparation is perpetuall ? What care we how violently, when 
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ſo many inward friends (ſuch are our good ations) give us ſecret comfort ? There is 
no good Steward, butis glad of his Audit ; his ſtraight accounts deſire nothing more 
chan a diſcharge : only the doubtfull and untruſty feares of his reckoning. Neither 
only doth the want of integritie make us timorous, but of wiſdome, in that our igno- 
rance cannot equally value, either the life which we leave, or the death we expect. 
We have long conyerſed with this life, arid yet are unacquainted : how ſhould wee 
then know that death we never ſaw? or that life which followes that death ? 
Theſe cottages have beene ruinons,and we hayenot thought of their fall : our way 
hath beene deepe,and we have not looked for our reſt. Shew me eyerany man that 
knew what life was, and was loth to leave it. I-will ſhew you a priſoner that would 
dwell in his Goale, aſlaye that likes to bechained to his Galley. What is there here, 
but darknefle of igaorance, diſcomfort of eyents, impotency of body, vexation of 
conſcience, diſtemper of paſſions, complaint of eſtate, feares and ſenſe of evill, hopes 
and doubts of good, ambitions rackings, covetous toyles, envious underminings, 
irkſome diſappointments, weary facieties, reſtlefſe defires; and many worlds of 
diſcontentments 1n this one ? What wonderis ir that we would live ? We laugh at 
their choyce that are in love with the deformed ; and what a face is this wee dote 
upon 2? See if finnes, and cares, and croſſes, have not (like a filthy Morpheyy ) over- 
ſpread it, and made it loathſome to all judicious eyes. I maryell then, that any wiſe- | 
men could be other but Stoicks, and could have any conceit of life, but contemptu- 
| ous ; not more for the miſery of it, while it laſteth, chan for the not laſting : wee 
may love it, wee cannot hold it. 'What a ſhadow of a ſmoake, what a dreame of a ſha- 
dow 1s this, wee affect ? Wiſe $alsew ayes, there 1s a time to be borne; and a time 
todie : you doe'not heare hini fay, a time tolive. What is moreflittingthan time ? 
Yerlife 1s not long enough to be worthy of the title of time. Death borders upon 
our birth, and'our cradle ſtands in our grave. Wee lament the lofſe of our pa- 
rents : how ſoone ſhall oar ſonnes bewaile ours ? Loe, Ithatwrite this, and you 
that reade it, how longare wee here ? It were well, if the world were as our tent, 
yea as our Inne ; if not totodge, yer to bait 1n :' but now it 1s onely our thorow- 
fare, one generation paſſerh; :another commeth ; none ſtayeth. If this earth were | 
a Paradiſe, and this which wee call ourlife were ſweer' as the joyes aboye, yet 
how ſhould this fickleneſſe of ir coole our delight ? -Granr it abf6lute, who 
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asfar from ſincerity as continuance?Yerthe true apprehenſion of life chough joync] | 
with contempt)isnot enough to ſertle us, if either we be ignorant of death, or il] per. 
| \waded:forif lite have not worth _ toallure us, yet death hath horror enough] 
troaffrightus. He that would die chearfully, muſtknow death his friend : wharis}, 
but the faithfull officer ofour Maker, who eyer {milesor frownes with his Maſter. 
neither can either ſhew or nouriſh enmitie, where God favours : when hee COmes 
fiercely, and puls a man by the throat, and ſummons him to Hell, who can bur tren;| 
ble? The meſſenger 15 terrible ; bur the opp worle : hence have riſen the miſcr,.| | 
ble defpaires, and furious raving of the ill conſcience, that finds nopeace within, |eg;| | 
without. Bur when he comes ſweetly, not aan executioner, but as a guideto glory, | 
and profers his ſervice, and ſheweg our happinefſe, and opens the doore tO Our bez. | 
yen ; how worthy 13 he of entertatnment ? how worthy of gratulation ? Bur his (yy. 
cation is painfall, if courteous, what then ?ThePhyfitian heales us,not without paine, p 
| and yet we reward him. Itis unthankfulneſſe to complaine, where tke anſiverofyry. 
fit is exceſſive. Death paineth : how long ? how much ? with what proportion to the| | 
ſequell of joy 2 O Death, if thy pang be grievous ; yet thy reſt 13 ſweet. Thecon., | 
ſtanr expettation that hath poſſeſſed that reſt, hath already ſwaliowed thoſe pang.,| 
and makes the Chriſtian at once wholly dead to his paine, wholly alive to his glory, 
The ſoule hath not letfure to care for her ſuffering, that beholds her crowne, which 
if ſhe were conjoyned to fetch thorow the flames of Hell, her faith would not (ti 
at the condition. Thus in briefe, he that lives Chriſtianly, ſhall die boldly ; hetha 
finds his life ſhort and miſerable, ſhall die willingly ; hee that knowes death, and 
fore-ſces glory, ſhall die cheerfully and defironfly. 
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Er.1II. 4 diFourſe of the tr 96] and choice of the true Religion. 
Sir : This diſcourſe injoyned by you, I ſend to your cenſure, to your diſpoſing ; bt 
to theuſeof others. Y pon your charge Thave writtes it for the wavering. If 
it ſeem: worihy, communicate it ; elſe it 1 but a daſb of your pew, 1 feare one: 


Ly the brevity: a Volume were to0 little for thu Subjett. It ur not wore yours 
than the Author, Farewell. Os 


: Wo 
'Þ FE doe not more affett yarietie inall otherthings, than we abhorreit| | 
| \ / / in Religion. Even thoſe which have held the greateſt falſhood, hold 

F thatthere isbutone truth. I neyer read of more than one Heretick, 

that held all Hereſies true ; neither did his opinion ſeeme more incredible, thanthe 
relation of it. God can neither be multiplied, nor Chriſt divided: if his coat might 
| be parted, his body was intire. For that then all ſides challenge truth, and but one 

can poſſeſſe it ; letus ſee who have found it, who enjoy ir. 

There are not many Religionsthat ſtrive for it,tho many opinions.Every Herelie, 
| albeit fundamentall, makes not a Religion. We ſay not, The Religionof Arriew,Ne 
| forians, Sabellians, Macedowiaess, but the ſe or hereſfie. Noopinion challenges tl13 

name in our aſuall ſpeech, (for I diſcufſe not the proprietie) bur that which, ariling 
from many differences, hath ſetled it ſelfe in theworld, upon her owne principles, 
not without anuniverſalldiviſion.Such may ſoon becounted: Though it 1s true,therc 
are by ſo much too many;as there are more than one. Fivereligionsthen there ate by 
thisrule,upon earth;which ſtand in comperition for truth, 1ewih.Tarks(h,GreekiſÞ,?* 


piſh,Reformed ; whereof each pleads for it ſelfe,with diſgrace of the other. The Plaine 
Reader doubts, how he may fir Judge in ſo high aplea;God hath put this perſon up- 
on tim;whilehe chargeth him totrie the Spirirs;toretaine the good, rejett the evil 
lf (till he plead with Moſer, inſufficiency. ; let himbuc attend, God ſhall decide the 
caſe 1n his filence,withour difficulty. The Jew hath little to ſay for himſelfe,but | | 


pudent denyals ofour Chriſt, of their Prophecies: whoſe. very refizfall of him, 0" | 
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ſtrongly proves bim the true Meſitas ; neither could he be juſtified tobe thar Gavi- | 


our, it they rejected himnor ; ſince the Prophets fore-ſaw and fore-told, not their | 
repelling of him only, bur their reviling, It there were no morearguments;God hath | 


world hifſeth at their conviction. Loe their very ſinne is capitally written in their 
deſolation, and contempt. One of their owne late Doftors ſcrioully expoſtulates in 


long and deſperate a ruine of their J7aef ; and comparing their fortyer captivities 
with their former ſins, argues (and yet feares toconclude ) that this continuing pu- 
aiſbment, muſt needs be fent for ſome finne ſo much greater than Idolitry; Op- 
preflion, Sabbath-breaking ; by how much this plague is more grieyous than all the 
other: Which, his fearetels him (and he may beleeveit ) can beno other, but the 
murder,andrefuſalloftheir true Meſſias. Let now all the Doors of thoſe obſtinate 
Synagogues,anfwerthis doubt of their owne objeting:Bur how, paſt all contradiQi- 


events? whoſe foreſayings verified in all particular iflies, are more than demonſtra- 
tive. No art can deſcribe a thing paſt, with more exatneſſe,than they did this Chritt 
ro come. What circumſtance 1sthere,that hath not hisprediQion?Have they nor fore- 
written whoſhould be his mother, A Virgin:Of what Tribe,of 1#d4:Ofwhat houſe, 
of Devid - What place, Betbcem : What time, when the ſcepter ſhonld be taken from 
1#dgh : Or after fixtic nine weeks : What name, Jeſws, Immanye! : What habitation, 
Nazgreth : What harbinger,Johs,the ſecond Fas : What his buſineſſe; to preach, fave, 
deliver : What entertainment, rejection : What death, the Crofle : What manner, 


ſo mightily confured them from heaven, by the voice ofhis judgement, that all the | 


a rclenting Letter to another of his fellow Rabbins, what might bee the cauſe bf o | 


on, is the ancient witneſſeofall the holy Prophets, anſiveredand confirmed by their | 


ojercing the body,not breaking the bones :What company,amidſt two wicked ones: 
Where, at Jerw/akem : Where abouts, without the Gates : Wich what wards, of im- 
ploration : what draught;of Vinegar and Gall : Who was his Traitor,and with what 
ſicceſſe? If all the Synagogues of the Circumciſion, all the Gates of Hell,cari obſcure 
theſe evidences, letme be aProſelyte. My labour herein is ſo much lefle, as there is 
lefle danger of Judaiſme, Our Churchis well rid of that accurſed Natiorr, whom yer 
Rowe harbours,and,in a fafhion,graces:whiles in ſteadof ſpitting at, or that their Ne- 


hands, that Bible, which they at once approve;and overthrow. But would God there 
werenomore Iepes thanappeare. Even in this ſenſe alſo he isa 7ew,that is one with- 
in : plainly, whoſe heart doth not ſincerely confeſſe his Redeemer. Tho a Chriſtan 
Tas is no other than an Atheiſt ; and therefore muſt be ſcourged elſe-where. The Jew 
thus anfivered : The Twrke ſtands out for his Mehozet,” that couzening Arabias, 
whoſe Religion (if it deſerve that name) ſtands upon nothing but rude ignorance 
and palpable Impoſture. Yet loe here a ſubtill Devill. in a grofſe religion : For 
when hee ſaw that he could not by ſingle twiſts of herefie pull downe the well built 
walls of the Church ; hee windes themall up in one Cable, to ſee if his cord of ſo 
many folds might happily prevalle : raiſing up wicked Mahorrt, todeny with $abel- 
lize the diſtinCtion of perſons., with Ar-1#5 Chriſts divinity, with Macedonivs the 
Deitic of the Holy Ghoſt, with Sergius two wills in Chriſt; with Marcion Chriſts| 
ſuffering : And theſe policies ſeconded with violence, how have they waſted Chri- 
ſtendome? O damnable mixture, miſerably ſacceſſefull ! which yer could not have 
beene, bur that it meets with fottiſh Clients, and ſoothes up nature, anddebarrs 
both all knowledge, and contraftion. Whar is their A/coran, bur a fardle of fooliſh 
impoſſbilities > Whoſoever ſhall heare mee relate the ftories of Angell Adriels 
E | death, Serapbuels trumper, Gabriels bridge, Hdrroth and Marroths hanging, the 


bran ; would ſay, that Mahomet hoped to meer either with beaſts; or mad-riien. Be- 
fide theſe barbarous fictions, behold their lawes, full of licence, full of impictie: 


the frame of their opinions ſuch, ' as well bewrayes their whole religion to bee but 
\'he mungrell ifſhe of an Arrias, Jew, Neſtorian, and 4rabjas : A monſter of many 
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#plitae correftion whereof Gratisn ſpeakes , the Pope ſolemnly receives at their | 


i Moones deſcending into Mahomrets ſleeve, the Litrer wherein hee ſaw God carried | 
by eight Angels, their ridiculous and ſwinith Paradiſe, and thouſands of the fime| 


| 1 which, revenge 1s encouraged, mulrirtde of wives allowed, theft tollerated; and | 
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ſeeds,and all accuſed; In both which regards, Nature her ſelfe, in whoſe breſt Coq) 
hath witten his royall Law chongh in part,by her detaced)hath light enough tocon. 
demnea Tyrke, as the worlt Pagan. Let noman look for further diſproofe. Thet: 
follics, awiſe Chriſtian will ſcorne to confure, and ſcarce vouchfafe tolaugh ar. 
 TheGreekiſh Church(ſo the Asſſes rearme themſelves)put in rhenext claime,but| 
 withno better ſacceſſe; whole infinite Clergie affords nota man that cangive either 
reaſon or account of their owne Dodrine. Theſe are the baſeſt dregsofall Chriſtians, 
ſo we favourably tearme them:tho they perhaps in more ſimplicity rhan wilfulneſſe,| 
wou!d admit none of all the other Chriſtian world to their font, but thoſe, whoin a] 
ſolemnerenunciation,ſpitar,8& abjure their former God, Religion, Bapriſine;yetper.| 
advenrure we might more juſtly tearme them Nicholajtavs, for that obſcure Saint(if| | 
a Saint, if honeſtby an unequall diviſion, finds more homage from themthanhisma.| 
 ſter. Theſe are as ignorant as Turks,as idolatrous as Heathens, asobſtinate as Jewes, [gi 
and more ſuperſtitious than Papiſts To ſpeak iggenuouſly from that T have heard&| 
Tead;if the worſt of the Romiſh religion,and the beſt ofthe Muſcovitiſh be compar-| | 
ed, the choice will be hard whether ſhould belefſe 11}, T labour thelefſe in all theſe, 
whoſe remotenefſe and abſurdirie ſecure usfrom infeftion, and whole only nameis 
heir confatation. I deſcend torthat mainerivalof T ruth, which creepsinto herho- 
ſome, andisnot lefſe neere than ſubrle, the religion (ifnot rather the faction )ofP4- 
piſme,whoſe plea is importunate,and ſo much more dangerous,as it Caries fairer pro- 
babirity.Since then of all religions the Chriſtianobrainerh,lertus ſee of thoſe thatare 
called Chriſtians, which ſhould command aſſent and profeſſion,Every religion bears| | 
in herlineaments the image of her parent : the truff Religion therefore is ſpiricuall, | | 
and looks like God in her puritie : all falſe religions are carnall, and carie the face of| 
\Nature,their mother,and of him whoſe illuſion begot chem,Satan. In ſamme, N-|(| 
ture never conceived any which did not fayonr her,nor the Spirit any whichdidnot 
oppugne her. Let this then be the Lydian ſtone ofthis triall; we neednomore.Whe- 

F 4 religion ſoever doth moreplauſibly content Nature, isfalfe, whether givesmore| 
fincere glory to God,is his Truth. Lay aſide prejudice : Whither I beſeech yourend-| 
eth all popery, but to make Nature cither vainly proud, or carelefly wanton ?Whar 
can more advance her pride,than totell her,that ſhe hathin her own hands freedome} | 
enonghofwill(withalietle preyention)toprepare her ſelfe to her juſtification; that] | 
{he hath ( whereof to rcjoyce )ſomewhar, which ſhe hath nor received ; thatifGod| 
pleaſe bur rounfetter her, ſhe can walk alone? She is infolent enonghofher (elf, this} | 
fattery isenough to make her mad of conceit. After this; That if God will bur beare 
{ halfe the charges by his cooperation, ſhee may undertake to merit her owne glory,| | 
and brave God in the proofe of his moſt accttrate judgement ; to fatfill the whole]? 
royall Law:and that fromthe ſuperfſuity of her owne farisfa&tions, ſhe may be abun-| 
| dantly beneficiallto ber neighbonrs;chat naturally without faith a man may doe ſome 
good workes;that we may repoſe confidene in our merits.Neither is ohr goodonely| 
by this flarterie extolled, but our ill alfo diminiſhed; ourevills are our ſinnes; ſome] 
of them (they ſay Jare in their nature veniall, and not worchyof death : more, that] 
ouroriginall finne 1s but the want of our firſt Juſtice ; nognilt ofour firſt fathersof-| 
tence ; no inherent 11] diſpoſition; and tharby Bapriſmall water is taken away what| 
ever hath the nature of finne ; thata meere man (lee mee not wrong Saint Priers 
ſucceſſor, inſo opinghkn bath power to remit both puniſhment and ſine, paſt| 
and future; that many have ſuffered morethantheir finmes have required: thatthe} | 
lufferings of the Saints added to Chriſts paſſions, make up therreaſtire of the Church] 
that ſpirituall Rackoquer ; wherdof their Biſhop muſt keepe the key, and makehis|Þ 
friends, In all theſe the gaine of Nature( who ſees not ?)is Gods lofſe : all herbra| 
verie isſtolne fromaboye : beſides thoſe other direft derogations fromhim ; thi 
his Scriptures are not ſufficient 5 thar their orrginall fountaines are corrupted, and 
'the ſtreamesrunneclearer ;that there isa muleicnde(ifafinite number)of Mediators. 
| Turne your eyesnow tous, and ſee contrarily how we abaſe Nature, how we knead 
Aer 1n the duſt;ſpoiling her ofher proud rags, loading her wich reproches;and givins| 
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| glory to him, that ayes, hewillnor give irto another:whiles we teach,thar we ni —B 


. 
> jo . 
m—_ 2 a AS Ry « "IO HY fn Ml FS +. . - — 
_- ———— _—— __— —_—_— I ” = _ FEY X _ FE : __ 
we EET UTC IEEE FP CF Y . » a Me a 


* "om CE 46 COR bo 
E * bt p _ - —— -_ - _—_- = ——_ o. 
, r *. » T - IJ 5 - ' , p 
< _—— ry 9 Sy = Wes. Ro GT ed 2? v2. * Poa oe £ - _— of 2h. _ AP : on# 1 
- - ? vn 62 2 - "> > AG - T-+ = rt ks - A a MB 2s "> fret PE cs ME IE AED 49 4 - * ©, Oh 4 - > a9 pon ——_ wo on ge te + 
{PI rao {Yo ioige Oe Oy an} cs > —_ ————— _ - _ gm OS OTY —_—__ LO - a x _ _—_ wo _ __ - — FS a. — R_ < - > 0 
: > - ; - ro ” = - . : - - : : My . = 4 pa 
TE 4 m3. aan SLES. Ms A _ als. Labs. "i £ : © —_ - A in g *a , W = = - = ” 3 £ x 
 S - TOnﬀ.z : T TENETS _ ov N « [ F225 ng fo Ee: 9 TREE EIS I ny S_- : . 6. 
. . ” "ts. » ' & »-£ we ”- —_ 4 > bog 3" 4 - © y > pw - ” © 
_y - "9 V> F Ta + ; proner 20 HU” Vs $ FR A 
4 * = » - - 
cd, : a" . 


—_—_—— 


have good, nor can do good of our ſelyes ; that we are not ſick or fettered, but dead = 
in our fin; that we cannot move to good, more than weare moved ; that our beſt 
actions are fauity;our ſatisfactions debts:our deſerts damnation ; thatallour merir js 
his 1nercy that ſaves us; that every of our ſinnes 1s deadly ; every of our natures ori- 
ginaily depraved,and corrupred;that no water can entirely waſh away the filthineſſe 
of our concupiſcence ; that none but the blood of him that was God, can clenſe ns, 
that all our poſlible ſufferings are below our offences; that Gods written word is all- 
ſufficient toinforme us, to make us both wile and perfe& ; that Chriſts mediation is 
| | morethan ſufficient to ſave us, his ſufferings to redeeme us, his obedience to inrich 
- \ us. Youhaveſeen how Papiſtry makes Nature proud ; now {ce how it makes her law- 
| |leffeand wanton: while it teacheth(yet this one, not ſo univerſally that Chriſt died 
| |effectually for all ; that m true coatrition an expreſle purpoſe of new life is not ne- 
8 B cefary; that wicked menare true members of the Church ; that a lewd-miſcreant or 
| ;nfidell in che bufinefſe of the Altar partakes ofthe true body and blond of Chrift, yea | 
| iCwhich Tſhametotell )abrate creature; that menmay ſave the labour of ſearching, 
| for hat itis both caſie and ſafe ( with that Catholike Collier ) to beleeve with the 
| |Chnrch,ata venture : more than ſo, thar devotion isthe ſeed of ignorance ; that there 
E | | is infallibilitie annexed toa particular place and perſon ; that the bare a&t of the Sa- 
| |craments confers grace without faith ; that the meer figne of the Crofſe made by a 
\ |Jewor Infidell,is of force todrive away Devils; thatthe ſacrifice ofrhe Maſle in the 
very work wrought, availes to obtaine pardon of our {innes, not in our life onely, 
| but when we lye frying in purgatory ; that we need not pray in faith tobe heard,or 
{in underſtanding;that almes given,merit heayen,diſpoſe to juſtification, faitsfieGod 
\for ſinne ; thar abſtinence from ſome meats and drinks is meritorious ; thar Indul- 
C |[9ences may be granted to diſpence with all the penance of ſins afcerward to be com- 
' jrted; thar theſeby alivingman may be applied ro the dead; that one man may de- 
kver anothers ſoule out ofhis purging torments : and therefore, that he who wants 
noreither money or friends,need not feare the ſmart of his ſinnes.O religion, ſveer 
to the wealthy, tothe needy deſperate ! who will now care henceforth how ſound 
hisdevotions be, how lewd his life, how hainous his ſins, that knowes theſe refuges? 
On the contrary, we curbe Nature, wereſtraine, we diſcourage, we threaten her, 
teaching her not to reſt in implicit faiths,or general intentions,or external a&ions of 
piety,or preſiumptuous diſpenſationsof men: but to ſtrive unto ſincere faith, withour | 
which we hay2 nopart in Chriſt, in his Church, no benefit by Sacraments, prayers, 
faſtings,beneficences : to ſet the heart on work in all our devotions, whithour which 
the hand and tongue are but hypocrites : toſet the hands on work in goodaGtions, 
without which the preſuming heart isbutan hypocrite : to expe& nopardonfor fin 
before we commit it,and from Chriſt alone when we haye comitred it,andtorepent 
before we cxpett it:to hope for no chaffcring,no ranſome of our ſoules from below, 
nocontrary change of eſtate after difſolution : that life 15 the time of mercy, death of 
retribution. Now let me appeale to your ſoule,and to thejudgement ofallthe world, 
whether of theſe two religions ts framed to the humour of Nature : yea let mee but 
| know what ation Popery requires of any of her followers, which a meer Narural#ſe | 
hath not done,cannot do? See how LThave choſen to beat them with that rod where- 
with they think we have ſo often {marted : for what cavill hath been more ordinary 
againſt us,than rhis of eaſe and liberty, yea licence given and taken by our religion? | 
together with the upbraidings of their owne ſtrict and rigorous auſtereneſſe?Where 
are our penall works, our faſtings, ſcourges, haire-cloth, weary pilgrimages, bluſhing 
| confeſſions, ſolemne vowes of willing beggery and perpetuall continencie ? To doe 
themright, we yeeld,in all the hard works of will-worſhip they goe beyond us; but 
(leſt they ſhould inſult in the vitory)not ſo much as the Prieſts of Bas! went beyond 
them. I ſee their whips : ſhew me their knives. Where did ever zealous Romaniſt 
lance and carve his fleſh in devotion ? The Baglitesdid it, and yet never the wiſer,ne- 
ver the holier. Either therefore this zeale, in works of theirowne deviſing, makes 
rhemnotbetter than we,or it makes the Baalitee better than they : let themrake their 
(cHoJee. Alas, theſe difficulties are bur a colour to avoid greater : No,no,ta work our 


2. ny IR CC 3. - ſtubborne | 


| 
} 
4 
[ 


—_ 

- 2,4 p — x "RS A of nd Am 
= w_ a 40 9 - 4 

_ I _ x; _ 4 gy + - # nt v ns 
4 _ Þ ” » . _ - Rd 

- err SOBEL TY CGI "7 
2 * # = as Ss A - "i : he of = 
*% 60m es i, 4 y_ Ro Y a 

J V4.1 a; - A ” 


- wx perth, OS Wn 4 
> Z 2. pores : w—_ -_ 
. & + AY. - ESO . wy EE © = B 2h <2 S I*->. = 
- "I 4 of s - - " 4 
— _ 7 —» - . - YI 
: - x __ ——o—r oy —_ _——- _— - =. . > my . << AF. © = : - ue, "LOR 
- _ —_ -——_ _ L = gn _—_— PI. by "i ES 44 - = SOYA card W-gy— * wn —_ - _—___— 
, . « LIE: f O oe — 4 : p mr ckng - 
wt PIES __ - a 09 4-2 o'r 2 - Saas #3 4 by. a by Gs hs a 
- » a” - RR : o i #5. - » of \ ts - »ES ” - % 9 
+ gft-=e "_ P wits. WY"; Mont : rs we KS Wong wa. Hu - 
p ES —— ee ns i « : - « _ — —_— _ _ 1 
* Os Ae Db raed” e9n 6c ——— 
4 | - | i” - 
G - , I VEE NY __ þe hs. Je" = 
yu nr uy f ; 7 LY II "EE Jeers - —_ 
- 4 F . "F. 2 2 
- w 4 > -- Ji . » pa - - =" his 4 
- bo - - " - 
— oo os 2% "wx Sing —_— 
= + Fay Q2Y Y 
% *. m _ GOIN X at Ee. 


"= %s - 
”Y _— bY pe w» ,- "# 2 
> . - . - \ - F Ka "x o ; & Py - 
—_— n _ . « a N = 4 - s. 
— - - * - - _s _ , _ 
\ FI $%E E f _—— 3 ” 
0 ry of , . __ Deas _——_—_ k O—_ Gl « ” 
Pn AR IER _ — —_— — — _ f ” _ * ry Tak”! ” 
_ p oF, , — ide _ x a6 F »— . 0-2 m x» o P SUS a 
y be” " —— 2 \ *% - Ar 4, P "= OS. » - - * he : R n pe _ CH 
FIR hg oor pe w— -. a "—___ t-_ 4 _- - w_ £ YG Woe mY "I Won - S PLE . IO na . APY, x; TO” "PI a4 - A 
> _ - " 6 _— t mn ey = we _ ” . 
MM x * —- A ot” : _— ©% -_—_ pa Fei _— — 4 . N_ 
wy _ _—_— 2 þ 46. gu 9+ 7 Þ —_ ww a pms yo TE . m4 - — 
n. EB ——_ _ £ "_"— Try - - : 
. = * tt re da * 3 = c. Bans >.< _ oP oy - 
[ of — — — —— TD oO w —— — w p 
F; Q 
- 6 ”- 
_ ——_—_ <4 þ - - 
- _ = ——— - 
ry Ss - as © 


» 
oe > -_ 

— - by 
2 2 44 - 


= hs Is —_— - 
" I” 


” . «> wg 
T : - , ” 
—— = 
% _ 4 EF PR CA 2 poetry = - 
OE IE. » Ws a *% = a 
x + " "#- _ . ny 2 ” 6 & 49 s G 
*, —_—— _ 6 _ wh ne + Nog pn + T * » 


3.4 


MS 
WP . 


= 
Oc 

- bs —- Fe” - 
ah th I ih. A EP LPR OO 
ny 4.6 ”_u MEH DS 
_——— DO dy 


&'% I 6” : ad 
__—_ S*.- - _—_ 
= 4 
a” 4 ig MY = » 
= ——v— 
— - s. > -” x + _— o 


is fp. -" ws 


my g 
Ce 2, io et WE <. HE 5 
-» - — 0 one 
a. £6 
Shade Ax 4 * — Jac -#* 5 
* Ar + 4 a 


en. X a 5 Say 
d 4 IE w_ _ T. 
WRITE > 
Fe” —_ 
"Y _ ys 


> = * 
- I 
<F , 
— 
_— - PEE 
© 4 LI. 


—_— — 


tt. Ame. 


PR 
_— 


—_ P 
nd 4% © % S. . 4 - 
Ls % " __—— % wa of . . 4% Ln 
4 LES - * A b —_— 0 4 ' £ "has - a 
d 6 py 2 « + —h-" — OS OY PR —_— "a _— _— + vv - 
ms. po EASIER wy OO 9... - Eon th > ng gr» - 
Ps —_—_ m—__— vw ms x w ” y "Iz 
9 - 4 An —_ —__ 2. ft = 
p bY ba " "EWs — FL Sm 


SS 
_ 


_ 
d. E - 
+ + 


* =y 
LY i 
y 0 
_—_—_ 4 
_ 
_-Y w 
ws 


ES ws ——_ 
* bd = - 
FCS i. —_ 
> 0 — 


"294 | DECAD. 7. —_ 


4 ſtubborne wils to ſubjection, todraw this untowardfleſhroa ſincere cheerfulneſ; 7 | 
| in Gods ſervice : toreachunto a ſound beleefe in the Lord Jeſus, ro pray with amy 4 
heart, without diſtra&ion,wichour diſtruſt, without mi{-conceit : to keepe the heart 
in continuall awe of God: Theſe are the hardrasksof a Chriſtian, worthy of our Fivear, 
| worthy of our rejoycing : all which that Babyloniſh religion ſhifteth off with a care. 
| lefſe faſhionablenefſe,as if it had not to doe with the ſoule. Giye us obedience : [et 
| them take facrifice. Doe you yet look for more evidence ? look into particulars, and 
 Grisfie your ſelfe in Gods deciſion, as Optatws adviſed of 0:9. Since the goods of ow 
father are in queſtion, whicher ſhould we goe butto his willand Teſtament2 
ſoule beare the danger of this bold affertion, If we erre, we errewith Chriſt andhis 
Apoſtles, In a word, againſt all ſtaggering, our Saviours rule 1 fure and eternall ; x 


4n) Rae will doe my Fathers wil, he (hall kaew of the doFrine whether it be of God. | 
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Ee, IV. A diſcourſe f the hardneſſe of Chriſtia#itie, and the abundant recompence ofrl, 
pleaſures and commodities of that profeſſi 0. 


wow hard a thing it is (deare Uncle) to be a Chriſtian! perhaps others arelefſ: 
LJ and more quiet ; more waxen to the impreſſions of grace, & lefſe troy- 


bleſome to themſelyes;Taccuſe none, but whom I dare, my ſelfe, Even eafjc 
buſineſſes are har4to the weak: let others boaſt, I muſt compjaine. To keepour ſtation 
is hard; harde: to move forward. One while I ſcarce reſtrain my unruly defires, from 
evil] : ofter,can find noluſt to good. My heart will either be vaine,cr ſullen : when] 
am wrovght with much ſwear to deteſt fin, & diſtaſte the world, yerwho ſhall raiſe 
! no this drofſe to a ſpirituall joy ? Somerimes I purpoſe well ; and if thoſe thoughts 
(not inine)begin to lift me from my earth ; loe, he that rules in theaire,ftoops upon 
me with powerfull tentations,or the world puls me downe with a {iveert violence;fo 
as I know not whether I be forced, or perſwaded to yeeld ; I find much weaknefſe 
!1n my ſelfe, but more treachery. How willing am I to be deceived ! How loth to be al- 
tered !Good duties ſeem harſh,and can hardly eſcape the repulſe,or delay of excules; 
| {and not without much ſtrife grow to any relliſh of pleaſure ; and when they are at 
beſt, cannot avoid the mixture of many infirmities : which do at once diſquiet,and 
| diſcourage the mind, not ſuffering it to reſt in what it would have done, ardcould 
not. And if after many ſighs andteares, I haye attained to doe well, and reſolve bet- 
ter;yet this good eſtate 15 far from conſtant, & eaſily inclining to change. And whiles] 
ſtrive, in ſpight of my naturall ficklenefſe ; to hold my owne with ſome progreſſe & 
| ga1ne;whar difficulty doe I find, what oppoſition?O God, whar adverfarics haſt thou 
provided for us weak men | what incounters ! Malicious and fubtill ſpirits, an alluring 
world. ſerpentine and ſtubborne nature:Force & fraud doe their worſt to us;fome- 
times becanſe they are ſpirituall enemies, I ſee them not, and complain to feelethem 
r0olare : Other-whiles my ſpirituall cies ſee them with amazement, and I(like aco- 
wardly Iſraelite)amready toflee, and plead their meaſure, for my feare :Who isable 
to ſtand before the ſonnes of 4#aſ?Some other rimes I Rand ſtill, nd(asI can)weakly 
reſiſt ; butam foiled with indignation, and ſhame.Thenagainel riſe up,not without 
baſhfulneſſe and ſcorne: and with more heartie reſiſtance preyaile,& triumph,when 
erc long, ſurprized with a ſiidden and unwarned aſſault, I am caried away captive, 
whither I would not: and mourning for my diſcomfi ture,ſtudy for a feeble revenge: | 
My quarrell 15 good, but my ſtrength maintains it not; It is now long ere I can reco- 
ver this overthrow, and find my ſelfe whole of theſe wounds. Beſides ſuggeſtions, 
| croſſes fall heavy, and work no ſinall diſtemper in a mind faint and unſetled, whole | 
| law1s ſuch, thar the more I grow, the more I beare ; and not ſeldome, when God 
 21ves mereſpite,I afflit my ſelfe:cither my feare fainerh evils,or my unruly paſſions 
; ra!ſe tumules within me, which breed much trouble, whether in ſatisfying or ſup- 
| preſing : not to ſpeak, thar ſinne is attended, beſides vnquietneſle, ywith terror. 
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Now youſay; Alas! Chriſtianitie is hard : I grantit; bur gainefull and happy, I 
contemne the difficulty, when Irefpect the advantage. The greateſt labours thar 
have anſiverable requitals, are lefſe than the leaſt that have no regard. Beleeve me 
when I looke to the reward, I would not have the worke eafter. Itis a good Maſter 
whom we ſerve, who not only paies, bur gives; not after the proportion of our carn- 
ings, but ofhis owne mercy. If every paine'that we ſuffer were a death, arid every 
crofle an hell, we have amends enough. It were injurious to complain of the meaſtire 
when we acknowledge the recompence. Away with thele weak diffikes : though I 
ſhould buy irdearer, I would be a Chriſtian. Any thing may make me out of loue 
with my ſelfe, nothing with my profeſſion : I were unworthy of this favour if T could 
repent to have endured:hereinalone Tam fafe, herein arh bleſſed. Lmay be all other 
things, and yet with that dying Emperour complain, with my laſt breath,The? 7 aw 
#o whit the better : let me be a Chriſtian, Iam priviledged from miſeries; hell cannoc 
rouch me; death cannot hurt me. No evill canarreſt me while.1 amunder the pro- 
reQion ofhim, which over-rules all good andevill : yea ſoſoone as it touches me, ir 
tarns good, and being ſent and ſuborned by my ſpirituall adverſaries to betray me, 
now.inan happy change it fights for me, 8&15drivenrather toreb»11,chan wron me. 
It isa bold and ſtrange word: Noprice conld buy ofme the gaine of Hy files: hat, 
which while Irepented, I would have expiated withbloud;now after my repentance 
I forgoe not for a world:the frait ond ſinned(ifnot rather ofhavingrepented,) 
Befides my freedome, how large is my poſſeſſion ? All goodthings are mine, to chal- 
lenge, toenjoy. I cannot look beyond my'owne, nor beſides it z and che things thar 
I connot ſee, Idare claime no eſſe. The heaven that rowles fo gloriouſly above my 
head is mine, by this right : yea, thoſe celeſtiall ſpirits, the berterpart of that high 
creation, watch me in my bed,guard me in my wayes,ſhelrer me in my dangers,com- 
fort me in my troubles, and are ready to receive that ſoule which they haye kept. 

What ſpeak I of creatures ? The God of ſpirits is mine ': and bya veer and ſe- 
cret union, I am become an heire of his glory, yea(as it were) a limbe ofhimſelfe.O 
bleſſednefle ! worthy of difficulty, worthy of paine. What thou wilt, Lord, ſoI may 
 bethine, whatthou wilt. When I have doneall,; when Thave ſifferedall, thou ex- 
ceedeſt more than T want. Follow me then, deare Uncle; or (if you will) lead me 
rather (as you have done) in theſe ſteps; and from the rongh way, look to the end : 
[Over-looke theſe trifling grievances, and faſten yout eyes npon the happy recom- 
[pence ; and ſee if you cannot ſcorne to complaine. Pirie thoſe thar rake nor your 
paines ; and perſiſt with courage till you feel the weight of your Crowne. 
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diſſenfions : ſhewing the inſuſficiexcie of that Motrve, aud comparing the ſtats of our 
Church herein, with the Romiſh. | | 


would I knew where to find you : thea I could tell how to take adire&t aime; 
Prtcres now I muſtroye and conjecture. To day you are inthe tentsof the Ro- 


flatter you nor: this of yours is the worſt of all tempers : heat andcold haye theiru- 
ſes; luke-warmnefle is good for nothing, but totrouble the ſtomack. Thoſe thar are 
ſpiritually hot,find accepration ; thoſe thar are ſtark cold, have alefſer reckoning; the 


How long will you haltin this indifferency ?Reſolve one way,and know at laſt what 
you doe hould;what you ſhould. Caſt off either your wingsor your tceth; and loath- 
ing this Bat-like nature, be either a Bird or a beaſt, To die wavering and uncertaine, 
your ſelfe will grant fearfull, If I muſt ſertle, when begin you? If you muſt beginne, 
why not now ? It is dangerous deferring that, whoſe want is deadly; and whoſe 
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Exe. V. Expoſtulating the cauſe of his unſecledneſſe in religion, ih 6 pleaded to be our | 


maniſts; to morrow in ours; the next day between both, againſt both.Our adver- 
{aries think you ours, we theirs, pw conſcience finds you with both, and neither. 1 


mean berween both,is ſo much worſe, asit comes neererto good,and attaines itnot. | 
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out of your window to him, andin a refolute courage calt down thisIezabel that hath 
bewitched you. Is there any impediment,which delay willabate? 15there any which 
 ajaſt anfver cannot remoye? If you had rather waver, who can ſettle you 2 Bur if 

you love not inconſtancy, tell us why yourſtagger. Be plaine, or elſe you willneyer 
be firme : What hinders you? Is it our diviſions : I ſee you tbake your head atthis, 


| andby your ſilentgeſture bewray this the cauſe of your diſtaſte :WouldGod I could 
either deny this with truth, or amend it with teares : Bur I grant t, with no leſſ: 
\ forcow, than you with offence. This earth hath nothing more lamentable, than the 
|civilljarres of one faith. What then ? Muſt you defie your mother, becauſe you fee 
your brethren fighting ? Their difenſion is her griete : Mult ſhe loſe ſome ſonnes, 
becauſe ſome others quarrell? Doe not ſo wrong your felte in attiicting her. Will you 
love Chriſt the leſſe, becauſe his coat is divided? Yea,letme boldly lay ; The hemme 
5s torme alittle, the garment is whole ; or rather it is tretteda little, nortorn; or ra 
therthe fringe, notthe hemme. Behold, here 15 one Chriſt,one Creed,one Baptiſine, 
one heaven, one way tot; in ſumme;, one religion, one toundation,and (take away 
che rumultuous ſpirits of { me rigorous Lutherans) one heart : our differences. 
|arethoſe of Pal and Barnabas ; not thoſe of Peter and Maga - if they be ſome, itis 
well they are no more ; if many, that they are not capitall. Shew mee that Church, 
that hath not complained oof diſtraction : yea that famulie, yea that fraternitie, yea 
char man, that alwajes agrees with himſelte. See ifthe Spouſe of Chriſt, in thathex- 
venly mariage ſong, doe not call him, a young Hart i» the mount aines of diviſion. Tell 
me then,whither will you goe for truth, if you will allow no truth, but wherethere is 
no diviſion? To Rome perhaps, famons forunitie, famous for peace. Seenow how 
\ happily you have choſen, how well you haye ſped : Loe, there Cardinall Belarmin 
himſelfe, a witneſfſe aboye axception, under his owne hand acknowledgeth to the 
world, & recons up 2 37 .contrarieties of doctrine among the Romiſh Divines, What 
need we more eyidence ? O rhe perfe& accordance of Peters See ! worthy to bere- 
corded for a badge of truth. Let nowall our adverſaries ſcrape together ſo many con- 
| traditions of opinions amongſt us, as they confeſſe amonglt themſelyes,and be you 
| theirs. Nozthey arenot more peaceable, but more ſubtle;they have nor lefſe diſſenſi- 
on,butmore ſmoothered. They fight cloſely within doors, without noiſe:all our fraies 
arein the field : would God we had as much of their cunning, as they want of our 
peace; & no more of their policie, than they want of our truth. Our ſtrife is in cere- 
monies,theirs ſabſtance ; ours in one or two points, theirs inall. Take itboldly from 
him that dares ayouch it, there is not one point in all Divinity(except thoſe wherein | 
we accord with them)wherein they altſpeake the ſame. If our Church diſpleaſe you 
for differences, theirs much more ; unlefſe you will be either wilfully incredulous, 
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youdoe then? Will you be a Churchalone? Alas, how fullare you of contradictions 
| to your ſeife ! howfull ofcontrarie purpoſes ! how oft doe you chide with your ſelfe! | 
how oft do you fight with you ſelfe ! Iappeale to that boſome which is privie | 
to thoſe ſecrercombats : beleeye me not, if ever you find perfe& unitie any where 
bur above: cither goe thither and ſeek ir amongſt thoſe that triumph, or be content 
with what eſtate you find in this warfaring number. Truth is in differences,asgoldin 
drofle, wheat in chaffe ;will you caſt away the beſt merall, the beſt graine, becauſe it is 
mingled with this Offall 2 Will you rather be poore and hungrie,than beſtow labour 
on the fanne,or the furnace ? Is there nothing worth your reſpe&, bur peace? I have 
 heardthat the interlacing of diſcords graces the beſt nuſick ;& Iknownot whether 
the very evilſpitits agree not with themſelyes.If the body be ſound, whatthough the 


! coat be torne?or if the garment be whole, whar if the lace be unript? Take you peace: 


| letme have rruth, I cannot have both. Toconclude : Embrace thoſe truths that we 
| all hold ; and ir greatly matters notwhar you hold in thoſe wherein we differ : and if 


you loye your ſafetie, ſeck rather grounds whereon to reſt, than excuſes for your 
unreſt, If ever you look to gaine by the truth 
{ + Meere reſolution is not cnough ; except you willrather loſe your ſelfe thanit. 
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| opportunitic is doubtfull. God cryeth with 7 chu, Who is on my fide, who ? Lookatlaf FR 


or wilfully partiall: unlefſe you diflike a miſchiefe the leſſe forthe ſecrecie.Whatwill | 


» You muſt borhchuſe it, and cleayeto | 
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To SirEDuunDd Lucy. | 


Erisr. VI. Diſcomrſing of the different degrees of heaven; glory ; and of our mutual | 
| knowledye of each orber above, b | 


EY 
| S$thoſe which never were athome; now afcer much here-fay travelling to- | 
. wardit, aske in the way, What manner of houſe it 1s. what ſeat, what frame, 
what ſoile;ſodo we in the paſſage to our glory:weare all pil, msthither;yer 
ſo asthat ſome have lookt intoit afar thorow the open windows of the Scripture-Go 
to then : whiles others are inquiring abont worldly dignitics, & carthly pleafures,ler 
ustwo ſweetly conſult of the eſtate of our future happineſſe; yet without prefiuapti- 
on,withour curioſitie. Amongſt this infinite choice of thoughts, it hath pleaſed you 
to fimitour diſcourſe ro two heads. You aske firſt, if the joyes of the glorified Saints 
ſhall differ in degrees. I tearenot toathrme it. There 13 one life cfall,one fehcity;bur | 
| divers meafures. Our heayen begins here, and here yarics in degrees. One Chriſtian | | 
enjoyesGod above another,according as hisgrace,as his faith is more:andheayen is } 
till like it ſelfe, not other above fromthat beneath. As our grace begins out glory, ſo 
it proportions it : Blefſednefle ſtands im the perfe@ operation of the beſt faculties, a- 
bout the perfeteſt objec ; that 1s,in the viſion,in the fruition of Cod. All his Saints 
ſee him, but ſome more cleerly ;as the fame Sunne is ſeen of ll eyes, not with equall 
ſtrengrh. Such as the eye of our faith was to ſee him rhar is inviſible, ſuch is the eye 


of our preſent apprehenſion to ſee as weare ſeen. Who fees not,thatour rewardsare 
according to our works ? not for them, ason merit (woe be to that ſoule which hath 
but what it earneth) but after them, as their rale of proportion: andtheſe, how ſen- 
ſibly unequal! 2 One gives buta cup of cold water to a diſciple, another gives his 
blood for the Maſter. Different works haye different wages,notofdeſert,burof mer- 
cy.Five talents well imployed,carry away more recompence than two ; yet both ap- 
proved.both rewarded with their Maſters joy, Who can ſtickat this, that knows thoſe | 
heavenly fpirits(to whom we ſhall be like)ate marſhalledby their Maker into ſeverall 
ranks? He that was rapt into their element, and ſaw their blefled orders, as from his | 
owne knowledge, hath ſtttked them, Throwes, Prin:ipacities, Powers, Dotninzons. If inone 
part ofthis Celeſtial Fanuly, the great Houſholder hath thus ordered it, why nor in | 
the other ? yeaeven in this he hathrinftanced ; Tov ſhall fit an twelve Thrones, and judge 
the twelueTribes of Iſrael. If he mean not ſome preheminence to his Apoſtles, how doth 
he anſwer, how doth he ſarisfhe them? Yer more:La2.4r» is in Abrahams bolome:there- | 
fore Abrakhaw is more honoured than Lazere. I ſhallneed na more proofes, iffrom | 
heaven you fhall look downe 1nto the great Gulfe,and there ſee diverſity of torments| 
according tothe yalue of finnes. Equality of offences, you acknowledge an idle Pa- 
.radox of the Stoicks: to hold an-quall finsequally puniſhed, were more abſard,and} 
{mae injurious toGods juſtice: There is but orie fire, which yetotherwiſe burns che 
ſtraw,otherwiſe wood and yron. He that made and coftitnands this dangeon, theſe 
'tortures,rells us that the wilfully diſobedient ſhall ſmart with moe ſtripes; the igno- 
rant with fewer. Yet ſo conceive of theſe heavenly degrees; that rhe leaft is glorious. | 
So doe theſe veffels differ, that all are full : chereis no wattt inany, no envy. Ler as| 
ſtrive for a place, not ftrive for the order : how can we wiſh tobe more than happy? } 
| Yourother queſtion isof our matizall knowledge above ; the hope whereof (you 
think)would give mach contenenenc to the neceſſity of out parture:for both weare| 

loth not to know thoſe whom we love, andwearg glad to think we ſhall know them | 
; | happy : whereof (if it may conforryou) Iamnoleffe confident. IfI may, not goe fo; 
| | farre, as with the beſt of the Fathers, ro ſay we ſhalf knojy one anothersthonghes, I | 
| | darefay, our perſons we ſhall; our knowledge, otit memory, ate not thete loſt, bur | 
| | perfefted: yea, I feare not tofay we ſhall know borh out miſeties paſt, and the pre- 
\fen ſufferings of the damned. Ic makes our happineffe not a lietle the ſiyecter, to 
| 
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ſhall know them ; not feele them. Take heed, that you clearly diſtinguiſh berwix; 
ſpeculation and experience. We are then farre out of the reach of evils. We May ſos a 
chem to comfort us,not to aflict us. Who doubts that theſe eyes ſhall ſee, and knoy 
the glorious manhood of our bleſſed Saviour, advanced above all thepowe: sofhez.| 
 ven?Andifone body,why not more?And if our elder brother, why no more of qyyl | 
ſpiritnall fraternity ? Yea if the twelve thrones of _ udges of 1ſrgel ſhall be con. 
icuors; how ſhall we not acknowledgethem? And it theſe, who ſhall reſtraine yg 
Fei more? You will eaſily grant, that our love cannever faile : Faith and hopegiye 
place to ſight, topreſent fruition ; for theſe are of things nor ſeen: butlove isperpe. 
tuall, not of God only, but his Saints: For nothing ceaſes, but our earthly parts, ng. 
thing but what ſavours of corruption.Chriſtian love is agrace,and may wellchallenge 
a place in heayen : and what loye is there, of what we know not 2, More plainly, If 
the three Diſciples in Tgbor knew Moſes and Elias, how much more ſhall wee know 
them in Gods $709? Laſtly, (for it isaletter, not a volume, tharT intended inthis 
not neceſſary, bur likely diſcourſe)that famous parable can tell you, that thoſe which 
arein hell, may know ſingular and ſeyerall perſons, though diſtant in place. The rich 
Glutton krow's Lazarus and Abraham. I heare what you ſay ; Itis but a parable : nej. 
cher willI preſſe you with the contrary authoritie of Ambroſe, Tertulias, Greg 
Hierome., or any Father ; norwith that univerſall rule of Chrsſoftozre, that thoſe onely 
are parables, where examplesare expreſſed, and names concealed: I yeeld it; yer al 
holy parables haye their. truths, at leaſt their probabilities. Deny this, and youdif- 
letheiruſe, wrong their Author. Our Saviour never {aid ought was done, that 
cannot be: and ſhall then the damned retaine ought, which the glorified loſe ? No 
man ever held that the ſoule was advantaged by torment, Comfort you thereforein 
this ;you ſhall know and be knowne. But carre be from hence all carnall and earth! 
thoughts ; as if your affections ſhoziu be (as below) doubled to your wife or childe. 
'Natwe hath no place in glory : here isnoreſpect of bloud, none of mariage. This 
lorofſer acquaintance and picafure is for the Paradiſe of Turkes, not the Heaven of 
Chriſtians. Here 1s, 8* no mariage, (faye betwixt the Lambe and his Spouſeth: 
Church ) ſono matrimoniallaffe&ions. You ſhall rezoyce in your glorified childe ; 
not as your childe, but as glorified. In briefe, let us ſo enquire of our company, that 
above all things we {trive tobe there our ſelves, where weeare ſure, ifweehayenot 
what we imagined, we ſhall have more than we could imagine. 
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Er1srt, VII. Concer#lng the waiter of Divorce is c4 e of a8 adulerg 8d vifing the 
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| L L intermedling 1s attended with danger ; andeyer ſo much more, as the 
< bandoftheparticscontending,isnearerand ſtraiter:how can it then wantpe- 
®. 11], tojudge betwixtthoſe which arc,or ſhould beonefleſh?yer greatneceſfiti 

require hazard. My profeſſion wouldjuſtly check me, if I preferrednot your conſct 
| ence tomy owne love.I pity and lamenr,that your owne boſome is falfe to you;tht 
your ſelfe with ſhame,and with ſinne,arepulled from your ſelfe,and gvento whom| 
you would not : An injury that cannotbe parallelled upon earth ; and ſuchasmay 
without our wonder,diſtract you:fleight croſſes are digeſted with ſtudy, and reſo 
tion 5 greater with time ; rhe greateſt,not without ſtudy,time,councell. There i500 9 
extreme evil, whoſe evaſions are not perplexed. I ſee here miſcheife on either hand: 
Lec you beſet, not withgriefes only, but dangers. No man ever more truly held 
Wo.:feby the eare ; which he can neither ſtay, norler goe with ſafely. Gods ancient 
Law *you'd have made a quick diſpatch, and hayedetermined the caſe, by che death] 


of the offender,and the liberty ofthe innocent;and not it alone. How many heathen 


Law-givers have ſubſcribed to Moſes 2 Arabians,Grecians,Romans, yea very Gothes,th 


dregs of Barbariſme, have thoughtrhis wrong not expiable, but by bloud. W ith Fs | 
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| the caſinefſe of revenge, as it yeelds frequence of offences, ſo multitude of doubrs : 
Whether the wronged husband ſhould conceale, or complaine : complaining, whe- 
cher he ſhould retaine or diſmiſſe : diſmiſſing, whether he may marry,or muſt conti- 
nue ſingle: notcontinuing ſingle, whether he may receive his owne,or chuſe another: 
bur your inquiries ſhall be my bounds. The fact (you ſay) is too evident, Let me aske 
you; To your ſelfe, or to the world. This point alone muſt vary our proceedings. 
Publike notice requires publike diſcharge. Private wrongs are in our owne power : 
publike, in the hands ofauthoritie. The thoughts of our owne breſts, while they ſmo- 
cher rhemſelves withinus, areat our command, whether for ſuppreſſing, or expreſ- 
ſing ; but if they once have yenrted themſelves by words, unto otherseares, now (as. 
common ſtrayes) they muſt ſtand to the hazard of cenſure : ſuch are our ations. 
Neither the ſword,nor the Keyes meddle within doors, and whar bur they withour? 
2 | If fame have laid hold on the wrong, proſecute it,cleer your name, cleer your houſe, 
yea Gods.Elſe you (hall be reputed a Pandar toyour owne bed:and the ſecond ſhame | 
| ſhall furpaſſe the firſt, ſo muchas your own fault can moreblemiſh you, than arothers. 
If there were no more; he is cruelly mercitull,that negle&s his owne fame. But what | 
if the fin were ſhrouded in ſecrecy? The loathfomnes of vice conſiſts not in common 
knowledge. It is no lefſe hainous, if lefſe talked of. Report gives but ſhame.God & 
the good foul2 deteſt cloſe eyils. Yet then I aske not of the offence,but of the offend- 
cr:notof her crime, but her repentaace. She hath ſinned againſt heayen & you.Bur 
hath ſhe waſhed your polluted bed with her teares ? Hath her true ſorrow beene no 
leſſe apparant than her ſin ? Hath ſhe peeced her old vow with new proteſtations of 
fidelity ? Doe you find her at once humbled and changed 2 Why ſhould thar eare be 
deafroherpraiers,that was opento her accuſatiom?why is there not yerplace for mer- 
| cy? Why doe we Chriſtians live as under Martiall law,whercin we ſin but once?Plead 
notauthority: Civilians have been too rigorous : the mercifull ſentence of Divinity, 
ſhal ſiveerly temper humane ſeyerenefſe. How many haye we known the better for 
their finne? That Megdalere(her predeceſſour infilchinefſe)hadnever loved ſo much, | 
if ſhe had not ſo much ſinned. How oft hath Gods Spouſe deſeryed a divorce?which 
yet ſtil] her confeſſions, her teares have reverſed. How oft hath that ſcroll been writ- 
ren,and ſigned; and yer againe cancelled, and torne, upon ſubmiſſion ? His ations, 
not his words onely, are our precepts : Why isman cruell, where God relents? The 
wrong 1s ours onely, for his ſake ; without whoſe law, were no finne. If the Cre- 
ditor pleaſe to remit the debt, doe ſtanders-by complaine ? Bur if ſhee be at once 
filchy, and obſtinate, flie from her bed, as contagious. Now your benevolence is. 
adultery ; you impart your body to her, ſhee her ſinne toyou : A dangerous ex- 
change ; An honeſt body for an harlots finne : Herein you are 1a cauſe that ſhe hath 
more than one adulterer. I applaud the rigour of thoſe ancient Canons, which have 
ſtill roughly cenſured even this cloak of vice : As there is neceſſity of charity inthe} 
former, ſo of juſtice in this. If you can fo love your wife, that you deteſt not her 
ſinne, you are a better husband than a Chriſtian, abetter bawd than an husband. 1 
dare ſay no more upon ſo generallarelation ; good Phyſitians in dangerous diſeaſes, 
dare nat preſcribe on bare ſightofurine,oruncertaine report,but willfeele the pulſe: 
& (ce the ſymptomes, ere they reſolve on the receit. Youſee how noniggard I am of 
my counſels: would God I could as eaſily aflwage your griefe,as ſatisfie your doubts. 
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To M. RonxzxrTt Hay. 


:|Erisr. VIII. 'Adiſcourſe of the continual exerciſe of Chriſtian, how he may keepe his 
| | beart form bardweſſe, «ud his wajes from error. : vie 


T O keep the heart inure with God,is the higheſt task ofa Chriſtian.Goodro- 
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K tions are notfrequent:bur the conſtancy ofgood diſpoſition is rare and hard. 


This work-muſt be continuall;or elſe ſpeedethnot:like asthe body from aſer- 
led andhabicuall diſtemper muſt be recovered by long diets; 2nd ſo much the rather 
for tharwe cannot intermit here withour relapſes:If this field benot rilledevyery day, | 
iewilrunout into thiltles, The evening is fitreſt for this work:when retired m_ our 
BENS | elves, 
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ſelves, we muſt cheerefully,and conſtantly,both look up to God, and intoour hearts; 
as we haye to doe with both : to God in thankſgiving firſt, then in requeſt. It ſhall be 
therefore expedientfor the ſoule,duly ro recount ro it ſelfe all rhe ſpecialties of Geds 

| favours : aconfuſed thanks ſayours of careleſneſſe, and neirher doth aftect us,nor win 
acceptanceaboye. Bethink your ſelfe then of all theſe exrernall, inferiour, earthly 
graces : that your being, breathing, life, motion, reaſon, is from him ; that hee hath 
given you amore noble nature, than the reſt of the creatures, excellent faculties ofthe 
mind, perfeion of ſenſes, ſoundneſſe of body, comperency of eſtate,leemelineſſe of 
condition, fitneſſe of calling, preſervation from dangers, reſcue out of miſeries, 
kindneſſe of friends, carefulnefſe of education, honeſty of repuration, libertie ofre- 
creations, quietneſſe of life, opportunitie of well-doing, proteCtion of Angels. Then 
riſe higher to his ſpirituall favours, though here on earth, and ſtrive ro raiſe your af- 
fections with your thoughts : Blefſe God that you were borne in the light ofthe Goſ- 
pell, for your profeſſion of the truth, for the honour of your vocation, for your in- 
corporating into the Church, for the privilege of the Sacraments, the free uſe of the 
Scriptures, the communion of Saints, rhe benefit of their prayers, the aid of their 
counſels, the pleaſure of their converſation ; for the beginnings of regeneration, any 
foot-ſteps of faith, hope, love, zeale, patience, peace, joy,conſcionablenefſle, for any 
defire of more. Then ler your ſoule mount higheſt of all, into her heaven, and ac- 
knowledge thoſe celeſtiall graces of her ele&ion to glory, redemption from ſhame 
and dearth, of the interceſſion of her Saviour, of the preparation of her place ; and 
there lether ſtaya while upon the meditation of her future joyes. This done, the 
way is made for your requeſt ; Sue now to your God ; as forgrace to anſwer theſe 
mercies,foto ſee wherein you haye notanſwered them: From him therefore caſt your 
eyes downe upon your ſelfe : and as ſome carefull Juſticer doth a ſuſpeQed felon, fo 
doe you ſtrictly examine your heart, of what you have done that day ; of what you 
ſhould have done, enquire whether your thoughts have beene ſequeſtred to God, 
ſtrangers fromthe world, fixedon heaven ; whether juſt, charitable, lowly, -pure, 
Chriſtian ; whether your ſenſes haye beene holily guided,neither to letin temprati- | 
ons, nor to let out finnes ; whether your ſpeeches havenot beene offenſive, vaine, 
| raſh, indiſcreet,unſavoury,unedifying;whether yourad&ions have beene warrantable, 
expedient, comely, profitable. Thence, ſee if you have beene negligent in watch- 
ing your heart, expence of your time, exerciſes of devotion, performance of good 
workes, reſiſtance of temptations, good uſe of good examples : and compare your 
preſent eſtate with the former : looke jealonſly, whether your ſoule hath gained or 
loſt ; loſt onght of the heat of her love, tendernefle of conſcience, feare to offend; 
ſtrength of vertue, gained; more increaſe of grace, more affurance of glory. And |D 
when you find (alas! who can but find ? Jeither holinefſe decayed, orevill done, or 
good omitted,caſt downe your eyes, ſtrike your breſt, humble your ſoule, and ſigh to 
him whom you have offended ; ſue for pardon as for life, heartily, yearningly:injoyne 
your ſelfe carefull amendment, redouble your holy reſolutions, ſtrike hands with God 
in a new covenant : my ſoule for your ſafety. Much of this good counſel! I confeſſe 
to have learned from the Table of an unknowne Author, at Antwerp. It contented 
me: and therfore I have thus made it{by many altersrions)my owne for forme, and 
yours for the uſe : OurpraRtice ſhall both commend it, and make us happy. 


|pdpabio2oregegaecopprnaengenentesacoaaLy 
To M*.F.F.one ofthe Company of the Turkiſh Merchants. 
Ee1sr. IX. Diſconrſisg of the lavfulveſſe of converſation and trode with Infidels and He- 


reticks, and ſhewing how farre and whe riuit is allowable. 


N matter of fin I dare nor diſcommend much feare. Looſenefſe is both a more 
ordinary faulr, and more dangerous, than excefle of care : yet herein the mind 
may be unjuſtly tortured, and ſuffer without gaine.Itis good roknow our bounds, 
and keepethem; that ſo we may neither be carcleſſy offenfive,nor needlelly afflicted. 
How 
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| Feproch, what danger can there be?If neither we,not they,nor the weak, nor(which 
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Tow farre wee may travell to, and converſe with Infidels, with Heretikes, isa 


EPTST.IX. ns 5 


long | 
Jemand;and cannot beanfiveredat once.I ſee extremes on both hands,and a Be 
-rath betwixt both, of no finall latitude. Firſt, I commend not this courſe to you: it | 
« well,if I allow it. The earth is large, and truth hathample Dominions; andthoſe | 


not incommodious, not unpleaſant. To neglect the maine bleflings with comperen- | 
cy of the inferiour; forabundance of the inferiour,withour the maine, were a choice | 


.nwiſe and unequall, While we are free, who would take ought but- the beſt > 
Whither goe you ? Have wee not as temperate a Sunne, as faire an Heaven, Fn 
fertile an Earth,as rich a Sea,as ſweer Companions ? What ſtand I on equality? a fe 
mer peace,a freer Goſpel, an happier government than the world can ſhew youFer 
you muſt goe : I give you allowance; bur [mited,and full of cautions: hke an inqui- 
fitive Officer, you mult let me aske, who, how,when,whither, why, how long,and ac- 
cordingly determine. To communicate with them in their falſe ſervices, who will 
not ſpit at, as impious ? We fpeake of conyerling with men, not with idolatries: ci- 
villy,not in Religion:not in worksof darkneſſe,but buſinefſe of commerce and com- 
mon indifferencies. Fic on thoſe Rimmonites, that plead an upright ſoule in a pro- | 
ſtrate body : Hypocrites, that pretend a Nar»azaelin the skin of a Nicodemmw. God | 
hares their ſecret halring,& will revenge it.Let goe their vices,8& ſpeak of their per- 
ſons: Thoſe may be conyerſed with;not with familiarity,not with intireneſſe;as men 
qualified,not asfriends. Traffiqueishereallowed,notamity,not friendſhip,butpeace. 
Ps] will allow youto feaſt at their table,not to frequent it : yet not this toall.Chri- 
ſtianity hath all ſtatures in ir,all ſtrengths:children,and men, weaklings,Giants.For a 
feeble ungrounded Chriſtian;this very company 15 dangerous:ſafe for theſtrongand 
inſtructed. Turne a child looſe intoan Apothecaries ſhop,or an Idiot, that gally-por 
which looks faireſt, ſhall have his firſt hand, tho full of poyſonous drugs : where the 
judicious would chuſe the wholeſomelt,led not by ſenſe,but skill:Sertednefle in the 
truth will cauſe usto hate & ſcorne ridiculous impiety: & that hate will ſertle us the 
more;where the unſtayed may grow to leffe diſlike, and indanger his own infection. 
He had need be a reſolute Caleb that ſhould gotoſee the land of Canaan, yetnotfuch 
a one, upon eyery occaſion : meere pleaſure or cunoſity I dare not allow in this ad- 
venture. The command of authority,or neceffity oftraffique, I cannot reje&:Or ifaft- 
ter ſufficient preyention,deſire to informe our ſelves thorowly ina forain Religion, 
or ſtate(efpecially for publike uſeYcarry us abroad, I cenſure not. In all matter of dan- 
ger, a Calling is a good warrant ; andit cannotwant perill to goe unſent : Neither 
is there ſmall weight in rhe quality of the place, and continuance of the time. Ir 
is one caſe where the profeſſion of our Religion is free, another where reſtrained ; 
perhaps not withour conftraint to idolatry : where wee haye meanes for our ſoules, 


and allowed Miniſtery, the cauſe muſt needs differ-iroma place of neceſlary blind- | 


neſſe of peeviſh ſuperſtition. To paſſe thorow an infeQqed place is one thing,to dwell | 
in itanother : Eachof theſe give a new ſtate to the cauſe, andlooke for'a divers an-| 
ſwer.But as in all theſe outward ations, ſo here,moſt force(I confeſſelies in the in-| 
tention;whichis able to give not toleration only,to onr travell, but praiſe. Tocon-| 


verſe with them without, but in a purpoſe of their converſion, and with endevour to] 


fetch them in,can be noother than an holy courſe:wherin that the Jeſuits have been 
(by their owne Gaying)more ſerviceable intheir 7zdies & China,let them thank(afcer 
their number and lez{ure)their ſhelter of Spaine:the opportunity of whoſe patronage 
hath preferred them tous _; not their more forward defires. In ſhort, companying 
with infidels may not be ſimply condemned;who can hold fo,that ſees Loe m Sodows, 
Iſrael with the g yptians, Abrabahamend Iſaac with their 4bimelechs, Roſes among 


thornes,and pearles among much mud;and,forall, Chrift among Publicans& Sinners? | 


lo we neither bee infe&ted by them, nor they farther infe&ed by our confirmation; 
nor the weake Chriſtian by us infe&ed with offence ; nor the Goſpell infected with | 


Is higheſtthe name of God be wronged,whocan complaine? You have mine opini- 


on; diſpoſe now of your ſelfe as you dare : The earth is the Lords, and you are his; | 


whereſvever he ſhall find you, be ſure you ſhall Hig him eyery where, 
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MUSSSMES16E0$65080$612472461 ppgbenLa Ns 
To the Gentlemen of his Highnefle Court, 
Ev. X. A deſcription of a good ard faithf ull Conrtier. 


| Hiles I adventured other Characters into the light, I retervedone for 
VV -- ; whom I accountno ſmall part of my joy; The CharaQter of +a; 
you are, of what you ſhould be : Not that I arrogare to my ſelfe,morethan 

ordinary skill in theſe high points:I deſire nor ro deſcribe a Courtier; Howſhould 1, 
thar have but ſeene and ſaluted the ſeat of Princes? Or why ſhould I, whoſe thoughts 
are ſequeſtred to the Court of heayen?But if I would decypher a goodCourtier, who 
can herein controll my endevour ? Goodnefle in all formes is but the juſt ſubje& of 
our profeſſion: what my obſervation could nor,no leſſe certaine rule ſhall afford me. 
Our diſcourſe hath this freedome, that it may reach beyond our eyes with beleefe, 
If your experience agree not with my ſpeculation, diſtruſt me. I care not for their 
barking, which condemne me,at firft,of mcongruiry:as if theſe two tearmes were ſo 
difſonant, that one ſentence could not hold them. The Poet ſlanders, that abandons 
all good men from Courts. Who knowesnot that the «Ay yprian Court hada Moſes ; 
the Court of Samaria,an 0badiah;of Teruſulematn Ebed-melech;of Damaſewsa Naaman, 
of Babylon a Daniel, of «Ethiopia a good Treaſurer , and very Neyo's Court in Pauls 
time, his Saints? That I may not tell, how the Courts of Chriſtian Princes have becn 
likened by our ecclefaſticall Hiſtorians,to ſome royall Colleges for their order, gra- 


| 


y 


vity,goodnefle mixed with their Majeſty;and that I may willingly forbeare to com- 


pare(as,butfor envy,I durſt)yours with theirs ; I ſpeake boldly, the Court is asnigh 
to heaven as the Cell, and doth no lefſe require and admit ſtrict holineffe. I baniſh 
therefore hence all impiety,and dare prefage his ruine,whoſe foundation isnot laid 
in goodnefſe. Our Courtier is no other than vertuous, and ſerves the God of heaven 


In the factions of ſome great rivals of honour, hee holds himſelfe in a free neu- 
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BYPIST: A 
owne fall ; but enjoyes it in quiet thankfulneſſe : not neglecting ir, nor drawing it on 
roo faſt; Over-much tforwardnefſſe argues no perpetuity. How ofchave we known the 
weake beginnings of a likely fire ſcatrered with over-ſ{tronga blaſt? Ard if another 
riſe higher, he envieth noc;only emulating thatmans merir,and tuſpectinghisowne. 
Neither the name of the Courr,nor the grace of a Prince, nor applarfe of his inferi- 
ors,can lift him above himſelfe,or lead him toaffect any other than a wiſe mediocri- 
ty.Hisowne ſincerity cannot make him over-credulous. They are tew and welltried, 
whom he dares uſe ; or perhaps obliged by his owne favours : ſo inall employments 
of friend{hip he iswary without ſuſpition, and without creduliry charitable. Hee is 
free as of heart, ſo of tongue, to ſpeake what he ought, not what he might: never bur 
Cwhar Princes eares are not alwayes inured to)meere T rurh : yer that, tempered for 
th: meaſure,and cime,with honeſt diſcretion. Bur if he meer with ought that mighr 
be beneficiall to his Maſter,or the State,or whoſe concealment mighrproveprejudi- 
ciall ro either,neither fare nor gaine can ſtop his mouth. He is not baſely querulous, 
not forward to ſpend his complaints on the diſgraced, not abiding to build his owne 
favours upon the unjuſt ruines of an oppreſſed fortune. The errors of his fellowes he 
reports with favour:;their yertues with advantage. He 1;a goodhusband of his honres; 
equally dereſting idlenefſe and baſe diſports;and placing all his free timeupon inge- 
nuous ſtudies,or generous delights;fuch as may make either his body or mind, more 
fr for noble ſervice.He liſteth not ro come to councell uncalled,nor unbidden to in- 
termeddle with ſecrets, wherher of perſon,or ſtate; which yet once impoſed, he ma- 
nageth,with ſuch fidelity and wiſdome,as well argue him to have refrained,not out 
of feare, but judgement. He knowes how to repay an injury with thanks, & a benefir 
wich ufury;the 0c out of a wiſe patience withoat malicious cloſenefle; the other our 
ofa bounteous thankfulnefſe.His life 1s his owne willing ſervant,and his Princes free 
vaſai'ywhich he accounts lent to him, that he may give it for his Maſter:the irtercep- 
ting ofwhoſe harmes, he holds both his duty, and honour : and whether he be uſed 
45 his {;yord.or his ſhie!d, he doth both with cheerefulneſſe.He can ſo demeane him- 
[fe in his officious arrendance, that he equally avoids ſatiety and oblivion;norneed- 
lefly laviſh ofhimſelfe,to ſet out and (ſhew his parts alwaiesat the higheſt;nor wilfill- 
'y concealed in great occaſions. He loves to deſerve and to have friends, but ro truſt 
rather to his owne vertne.Reaſon and honeſty(next under religion)are his Councel- 
ers : which he followes without care of the eyent,not without foreſight. In a judge- 
ment ofunkindneſſe and envy,he never caſts the firſt ſtone, and hates topick thanks 
by detraftion. He undertakes none bur worthie ſutes, ſuch as are free from baſenefſe 
and injaſtice ; ſuch asis neither ſhame to aske, nor diſhonour togrant ; not ſuffering 
private affe&tions to oyer-weigh publike equitie or convenience ; and better brook- 
ing a friends want, than an ill preſident; and thoſe which he yeeldeth to accepr, hee 
lovesnot to linger inan afflicting hope : apreſent anſiver ſhall diſpatch the feares or 
defires of his expecting client, Hisbreſt isnota ciſterne roretaine, but asa conduir- 


pipe,tovent the reaſonable and honeſt petitions of his friend. Finally. he ſolives, as | 


one that accountsnot Princes favours hereditary ; as one that will deſerye 
their perpetuity, but doubt their change;as one thar knowes 
there 1s a wide world bede the Court, and 
aboye this world an Heaven. 


FINIS. 
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Exe. 1. A diſcourſe of the true and lawfull uſe of pleaſures : how wemay moderate them, 
how we may enjoy them with ſafety. 


— Ndeed; wherein ſtands the uſe of wiſdome, if not in tem- 
Nunes 4 pering our pleaſures and ſorrowes ? and fo diſpoſing our 
Woof ſelves in ſpight of all occurrents, that the world may not 
blow upon us with an unequall gale, neither tearing our 
failes, nor ſlackning them. Events will yarie ; If we conti- 
nue the ſame.,1t matters not: nothing can overturne him, 
that hath power over himſelfe. Of theſe two, I confeſſe it 
harder to manage proſperity,& to avoid hurt from good : | 
ſtrong and cold winds doe but make us gather up our | 
cloake more round, more cloſe : but to keep it about us in 
| | a hotSun-ſhine,to run and not fiweat; to ſweat and nor faint; how difficult itis!I fee 

ſome that avoid pleafures for their danger, and which dare not bur abandon lawfull 
delights for feare of finne ; who ſeeme to me like ſome ignorant Metalliſts, which 
caſt away the precious Ore, becauſe they cannot ſeparate the gold from the droffe; or 
ſome {imple Jew, that condemnes the pure ſtreames of 7ordan, becauſe it fals into | 
the dead Sea. Why doe not theſe men refuſe to ear, becauſe meat hath made many | 
gluttons 2 Or how dare they cover themſelves, that know there ispride in rags? Theſe 
hard Tutors, if not Tyrants, te themſelves, whiles they pretend a mortified ſtric- 
neſſe,are injurious to their owne liberty,to the liberality of their Maker : wherefore 
hath he created and given the choice commodiries of this carth, if not for uſe ? or 
why placed he Mann a Paradiſe,not in a Deſart ? How can we more diſpleaſe a libe- 
rall friend, thanto depart from his delicate feaſt wilfully hungry ? They are decei- 
ved that call this holinefſe; it is the diſeaſe of a minde ſullen,diftruſtfull, impotent : 
There is nothing but euill, which is not from heaven: and he 1s none of Gods friends; 
that rejets his gifts for his owne abuſe. Heare me therefore, and true Philoſophy ; | 
There is a nearer way than this,and a fairer ; if you will be a wiſe Chriſtian, tread in | 
{ 1t. Learne firſt by a juſt ſurvey,to know the due and lawfull bounds of pleaſure ; and | 
then beware,cither to goe beyond a known Mere,or in the licence of your owne de- 
E| fires to remove it.That God, that hath curb'd in the tury ofthat unquiet and foaming 
| | element,and faid of old, Here ſhalt thou ſtay thy proud waves hath done no leffe for the 
rage of our appetite. Behold our limits are not obſcure; which if we once paſſe, our 
| {inundation is perillous and ſinfull. Nojuſt delight wanterh either his warrant, or his 
| | tearmes. More pſainly be acquainted both with the quality of pleaſures, and the mea- | 
lure: Many a ſoule hath loſt it ſelfe in a lawful! delight, through exceſſe : and not | 
tewer have periſhedin thoſe, whoſe nature is vicious, without reſpe& of immodera- 
|| ton. Your care muſt qyoid both. The taſte of the one is deadly ; of the other,a I li 
| | CATOUIe : 
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DECAD. I. 
* | carouſe : and in trath, itis eaſier for a Chriſtian, notto taſicot that, than notto be | ;, 
 drunke with this : The ilis more eaſily avoided, thn the mdtferent moderated. | | 
Pleaſure isof a windingand ſerpentine nature ; admit the head,tlie body will aske no | 
| leave : and ſooner may you ſtop the entrance,taan ſtay tne proceeding. Withall,her 
 infinuations are fo ctinning,that you ſhall not perceive your excefſe, till you be ficke | 
| of a ſarfer. A lictle honey 1s Fyeet ; much, fullome. For the attaining of this temper | 
| rnen, ſettle in your ſelfe a righteſtimation of that wherein youdelight : refolye every | 
| thing into hisfirſt matter, nd there will be more danger of contempt, than OVer-jov- 
| ing. What are the goodly ſimpruons buildings we admire, bur alittle burnt and 
\ hardned carth 2 What is the ſtarely and wondrous building of this humane body. | 
| whoſ:: beauty we doat upon, but the ſame earth we tread on, berter tempered : hut , | 
worl:, when it wants his gueſt ? Whar arc thoſe prectous metals whom we worſhip, | | 
but vcines of earth hcrter colonred ? Whar are coſtly ropes, but ſuch as are given of | pg; 
worm cs, and conſurncdof morhs? Then, from rheir beginning, looke to their end, | 
and ſcelaughter conclude in teares ; ſee death in this ſweet pot. Thy conſcience | | 
ſcenrges thee with a long ſmart for a ſhort liberty ; and for an imperfect delight. gives 
thee perfect rorment : Alas, what an hard peny-worth ; ſo little pleaſure for ſ6 much 
repentance | Enjoy it, if thou canſt : but if while the fword hangsover thee inan 
horſes haire, ſtill threatning his fall and thine, thou canft be fecurely jocund ; I won- 


] 


der, but envie not, Now Iheare you recall me, and afrer all my diſcourſe(as no whit 
yetwiker) inquire by what rule our pleaſures ſhallbe judged immoderate ? We axe 
allfriends to our ſelves, and our indulgence will hardly call any favourroo much. I 
| ſend younot (tho I night) to your body, to your calling, for this triall ; while your 
| delizhts exclude not the preſence, the fruition of God, you are fate : the love of the 
medicine isno hinderance to the loye of healta; let all your pleaſures haye reference 
tothe higheſt good,and you cannot exceed. You ſee the Angels ſent aboutGods meſ- 
| ages to this earth; yet neyerout of their heaven, never without the viſion of their 
{ Maker. Theſe earthly things cauſe not diſtraction, ifwe reſt not in them, if we can 
| looke thorow them, to their giver. T he mind that delires them for their owne fakes, 
| and ſaffers it ſelfe raken up with their Fweetneſſe as his maine end, is already drun- 
ken. Irisnot the uſe of pleaſure thar offends, bur the affectation. How many great 
Kings have beene Saints? they could not have beene Kings without choice of earth- 
ly delights ; they could nor hav- beene Saints, with earthly affefticns. If God have 
' mixed youa ſweet cup, drink. 1t cheerefully ; commend the taſte, and'be thankfull; 
. batreGoyce init ashis. Uſeplcalures without dotage ;asin God,from God, to God; | 
;you are all asfree from errour, as miſery, 
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E IT. A diſcourſe of the bloady ve of ſingle combars , the injuſtice of al! pretences of 


their lawfulneſſe; ſetting forth tho danger and ſinfi:lne(ſt of this falſe and unch;i- 
ſtian manhood, 


Ou havyercceived a proud challenge, and now hold your ſelfe bound upon 

Y termesof honour, to accept it. Heare firſt the anfiver of a friend, before you 

| givean anſwer toyour enemue ; receive the counſell of loye, ere you enter 
thoſe courſes ef revenge : Thinke not you may reje& me, becauſe my profeſſion is 
peace; I ſpeake from him, whuch 1s not onely the Prince of Peace, but the God of 
Hoſts; of whomif you will not learne to manage your hand ard your ſword, I ſhall 
grieve to f{ee,that courage hath made you rebellious. Grant once that you are a Chri- 
ſtan, and this victory 15 mine, Iovercome, and you fight not ? would God the fury 
of menspaſſions conld be as cafily conquered, as their judgements convinced; how 
| many thouſands had beene free from bloud! This conceit of falſe fortitude hath coſt 
well-neere as many lives as lawfull warre, or as opinion of herefie. Let me tell you 

| | ; with | 
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you with confidence, that all duels or ſingle combats are murderous : blanch them 
over(how you liſwith names of honour,and honeſt prerences ; their uſe is ſinful, 
and their nature deviiliſh. 


(which 15 a more harmeleſſe fight) conflift with reaſon : Take whom you will with 
you into this field:of all the Philoſophers, Civilians,Canonilts;for Divines(I hope) 
youſhall find none:and let the right of this truth be tried upon a juſt induRion. 


neceſſiry muſt be excluded from theſe unlawfull fights;whicti evtralterstheir quali- 
ry, andremoyes their evill : The defence of our life, the injunction of a Magiſtrate, | 
are ever excepted:voluntarie combats are only queſtzoned,or whoſe neceſſity wedo 
not find, but make. There are not many cauſes that can draw tis forth ſingle into the 


The fwordis called for, both witneſſe,and Judge ; one meet and combat : The in- 
'nocent partie is{ſaine : The ſtollen goods are found aft 


yalour: he both dies and finnes, while he ſtrives to ſeemecleere of a ſinne. Therefore | 
menſay he is guilty, becauſe hee is dead, while the others wickednefſe is rewarded | 
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Letus two, if you pleaſe, (before hand) enter into thele liſts of words. Let reafon 


I only premiſe thiscaution, (leſt we quarrell about the cauſe of thisquarrell) that | 


geld,with colour of equirie.Ler the firſt be the triall of ſonie hidden right; whether 
of innocence upon a falſe accuſation, or of title to inheritance, not detertninable by 
courſe of Lawes ; A proceeding not tolerableamong Chriſtians, becauſe it wants | 
both warrant and certaintie. Where ever did God bid thee hazzard thy life for thy 
name? Where did he promiſe to ſecond thee? When thouart without thy comman- 
dement, without his promiſe, thou art without thy protection. Hee takes Charge of 
thee, bur when thou art in thy wayes ; yea 1n his. If this be Gods way, where did hee 
chalke it out ? If thou want his Word, looke not for hisaid. Miſcrable is that man, 
which in dangerous aCtions is left ro his owne keeping ; yea how plainly doth the 
event ſhew Gods diſſike ? How oft hath innocence lien bleeding in theſe combars, | 
and guiltinefſe inſulted inthe conqueſt? Thoſe very decretals(whom we oftcite not, 
often truſt not)repore the inequality of this iſſue, Two men are brought tothebarre, 
oneaccuſes the other of theft, without further eyidence,cither tocleare or convince: 
erin other hands, and con- 
feſſed. O the injuſtice of humane ſentences ! O wretchedeſtateof the partie miſcar- 
ried ! his good name is loſt with his life, which hee would have redeemedwith his | 


| 


with glorie.I am deceived,if inthis caſe there werenot three murderers; the Judge, } 
the adyerſary,himſelfe.Ler no man challenge God for negle& of innocence, but ra- 
ther magnifie him for revenge of preſumption. What he enjoynes, that he under- 
takes,he maintaines: Whoart thou, O vaine man, that dareſt expe& hima party itt | 
thine owne brawles? But there is noother way of triall. Better none than this.Inno- | 
cency or land is queſtioned; and now we ſend two men intothe lifts,to try whether 
isthe better Fencer: what 1s the ſtrength or skill of the Champions, to the juſtice of 
the cauſe ? Wherefore ſerve our owne oathes? whereto witneſfe, records, lotteries, 
and other purgations?Or why pur wenot men aswelltothe old Saxon,or Livonian,] 
Ordalian trials of hot irons,or ſcalding liquors ? It is farre better ſome truths ſhould 
beunknown,than unlawfully ſearched. Another cauſe ſeemingly warraritabtemay be| 
the determining of warre, prevention of common blondſhed : Twoarmies are rea- 
dy to joyne battell, theHield is ſure ro bee bloudy on both ſides ; either part chuſes a; 
champion; they rwo fight for all : the life of one ſhall ranſome athouſand.Our Phi-]: 
loſophers,our Lawyers ſhout for applauſe of this Monomachy,asa way neerc,cafie, | 
fafe : I dare not. Either the warre isjuſt, or unjuft : if unjuſt, che hazzard of one is | 
too much;if juſt, too little.The caulc of ajuſt warre muſtbe, beſides true, important; } 
thetirle common,wherein ſtilla whole ſtate is intereſſed;therfore may not, withour 
raſhneſſe and tentation of God, be caſt upon two hands. The holy ſtory never records| 
any,but a barbarous Philiſtine,to make this offer, and thar in the preſumption of his | 


ded by the rwo Captaines, he returned a grave reply, (which Inever readnored of 


cowardize) That this honour ſtood not in them two, but inthe two Cities of 4/5 


unmatchableneſſe.Profane monuments report mnany,and ſane on this ground wile- 
ly rejeted. Tullms challenged A4lbanw,that the right of the two Hoſts might be deci- | 
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DECAD. IV. 
All cauſes of publike right are Gods: when we pur to our hand in Gods cauſe, then 
we may look for his. In vatnewe hope for ſacceſſ:,it we doe not our utmoſt, where. 
fore either warre muſt be determined withour ſ\yords,or with many: why ſhonld all | 
the heads ofthe Common-wealth ſtand upon the neck and ſhoulders of one champi- 
omIfhe miſcarry,itis injury toloſe her, ifhe prevaile, yer 1t is injury ro hazard her: 
et reſpecting the parties themſelyes,F cannor bur grant1r neareſt to equity,and the 
fbeſt of combars,thar ſome bloud ſhould be hazarded, that more mighr be our of ha. | 
 zard. I deſcend to your caſe, which is yet further from likehhood of approofe.; for 
what can you plead bur your credit? others opinion? You fi ght,not ſo much apainſt 
 anothers life,as your own reproach: youare wronged, and now if fouchallenge nar; | 
or youarechallenged,and if you accepr nor, the world condemnes you fora coward: 

who would not rather hazard his life, than blemiſh his repurarion ? It were well, if 
this reſolution were as wiſe as gallant. IfI ſpeake toa Chriſtian, this conrage muſt be 
rectified. Tell me, what world is this, whoſe cenſure you feare? Is it not that which 
God hath branded long agoe with Poſitws in 724l;gno # Is it not that which hath ever 
' miſconſtraed,diſcouraged,diſgraced,perfecured goodneffſe? that which reproached, | 
' condemned your Saviour ? Whar doe you und-r theſe colours, if you regard the fa- 
vour of that, whoſe amiry is enmity with God?W har care you for the cenſure of him, 
whom you ſhould both ſcorne and vanquiſh?Did ever wiſe Chriſtians,did eyer your 
| Maſter, allow either this manhood, or this feare ? Was there ever any thing more 
ſtrictlv,more fearefully forbidden of him, than revenge in the challenge; rhan in the 
anſiver,yaiment of evill;and murder in both ? Iris pity, that ever the water of Bap- 
riſmc was ſpile upon his face, that cares more todiſconrent the world, than to wrong 
God: He ſaich, Vengeance 45 mine; and you ſteale 1r from him 1n aglorious theft, hazard- 
ing your ſoule more than your body. You are weary of your ſelfe, while you thruſt | 
one part upon the ſword of an enemy ; the other,on Gods. Yet perhaps I have yeel- 
} ded roo mach. Let goe Chriſtians; The wiſer world of men (and who elſe are worth 
| reſpe&t will not paſſe-this odious verdift npon yourretuſall : valiant men have reje- 
| ed challenges, with their honoursuntainted. A«gsizs,when hereceivedadehance, 
land brave appointment of combat from 4zrozy, conld anſwer him, Thatif 4»jony | 
{were weary of living, there were wayes enow beſides to death. And that Scythian 
King returned nother reply to /9hn the Emperour of Conjtantinople, And Merel/me 
challenged by Serrorims, durſt anſwer (cornfully, wich his pen, not with his ſword; 
That it was not for a Captaine rodie a Souldiers death. Wasit not diſhonourable for 
theſe wiſe and noble Heathens to turne off thefe deſperate offers. Whar law hath 
made irfo witch us?Shal! I ſeriouſly rell you? Nothing but the meere opinion offome 
humorousGallants, that have more heart than braine ;confirmed by a moreidle cu- 
ſtome : Worthy grounds, whereon to ſpend both life and ſoule ; whereon tonegled 
Cod, himſeife, poſterity. Goe now and take up that ſword, of whoſe ſharpneſſe you 
have boaſted, and haſten to the field;whether you dye or kill, you have murdered. If 
you furvive,you arc haunted wich the conſcience of bloud if you dye, withthe tor- | 
ments;and ifneicher of theſe, yet it 15 murder,that you would have killed. See whe- 
ther the fame of a brave fight can yeeld you a counteryaileable redrefle of theſe miſ- 
chiefes : how much more happily valiant had it beene to Maſter your ſelfe, to feare 
finne more than ſhame, rocontemne the world, to pardon wrong, topreferre true 
j Chriſtianity before idle man-hood,to live and doe well. ; | 
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Ee. III. A diſconrſe of the pleaſure of ſtudy and contemplation,with the varieties of ſcholar- 
like imploymeats not without incitation of others thereunto, and a cenſure of 1hzir 
negleft K | a 


| Can wonder at nothing more,than how a-man cinbe idle:but of all other, aScho- 


” 
$50” oe 
wag 


nm 


<= bc 7 Bec” 8 


Ca CH AS © "AE 

oy OWEN IE 7 mr rept rat I ITT gn Os S_—_ - 

© Me ar Ss * , 4a” IKE LS xz I - "Po, oh —_ 
——_—_ _— + Sc — - _— _ Bn 


—_—_ 
i . 


- 
_ - — 
a : = = : . 
__ — >a A 0m 
"FO me <X-S: ___—— - = . 
= > and -—_ p, = COTE *. + "a w —__ 
— — —_— _- » a -— - v_ CE A « ” 
p- ” —_— ——_——_—  — _—_—_ 
44 24 w- - - — _ my cnn A - 
4 4 De < 99 — . I 
TT, wg om ib "Se ey - "ES . = 
Nel _— IR En a at 22% Or ET OT NC —_ _ a - _——— RE: - 
Or gc 2 4. 4 [one -- — = - n __ s _ 
pa 
p © 
_ _ of 
__— ONT —_ _—_ _ 


hes = 
- - ——— th o = 
7 hoy  —. , 4 4 w MN 
So EB: = Bhi ts co ” , TE 
ye RF <3 4 — wo ” 
- - ” wr eur 1) has - 
em B'S _ ————————————— 
—_— - « . > : n h . 


* 2» I 


— < 
Py be ny Wen DPI en > 


- — a ay - in 
P ; * Lo » - $ bo. h Wy 5 _ . Y 0.2 ban 
= — OT as . 
b- Ms 0 wan; we a0 i a ag ww Apo 
_—_ .. _- 


+ Ri tk 

FF : 
; 

,F% 

k . 

1 248 3 
- iT 
' bh 
155 BE 

« 8.4 

of s 

k $ 4 , 

« 3 
*ef: "0+ 
$.2j wy Fe 
$33; 464 : 
+ dA 
+ 4 bþ 
©:3. 08 

E 4 1.34 

. F £4: 

» 4; 0 
sf. 178 Gb 
i3? SS i 
1 | 3, 

| 3 I” 0 
0244.49. 

4 ©. F 4 

AYE 

=” 3+ BK 6 
bw 2 195 3 2 

n.4 +J 

: S 
[ . 
L C 
44 
Fi f 
4-3 
" > 4 : n 
I $354 of 
FT: ; [ , 'y 
o IH L 
1 F2 * G8 
"ELD + 
;+7} 
*4:.' 520 
_ - 

z :: 4 

, - Th 4 - 

8 1 
£1 

= © b: 
S " "7 

F- / My ”# 
h 28 
+4 + \ 

; I 
4 FT: 4 
4 K + < 
© # Fq n 
4 k 
"4 34 3 
: 41% R 
%. w 8 
4 $4: BY + 
HEre + 2, 

F £4 F. 
+ > $6 £2 | Ti 
Þ $ *% p 

© : bo: ? 

4 * 7. 

=> X 

5.4 += 
by 33 os 
FP : 27 > it : 
#38 1\ 8... 

w TY 8) = 
4 3 # 4 Me 
$3 #. 07 
TY 2 17 3% 

Q jy . y 
&; Y * MM 4 
y- 2: oh”, 

* 3 <& BD 

A r $8 = 
g J : : 
F ", i 1 

3 4 £508 - 

. | 

- $75 239 m 
. 93 +. 

IB + Fs | 

LF 

: 4 
= L 71 
FF 4 
- ' 

Þ. | 77 G 

& : \ $ 

X i+p : : 

&&!:7.> þ. : 
v | bo 4p 
LY #s 
of 4 
0 
a*< _ 
4 W 4 
ET% bs 
FSI. 
;Þ ' $.4d 
L? w Ef 
4 : *Y 
M2 ch 
:: - IES : 
A; th 
FT # I 
+ i: 18 
25 3 
+38 þ WP 4 
"7: ,» 9 
, If \ 
I" i& © 

; \ . 

# 3; $f 

P 7 wr? { 

3 ES. "x £ 

! "4 
$#4.4 
T - -” 
%: , } 


be oy 
_ E 
AT I, he” 
= WO bp £ 
1 L 


lar:in ſo many improvements of reaſon, in ſuch ſiveerneſſe of knowledge,in ſuch 
variety of ſtudies, in ſuchumportunity of thoughts, Other Artizans doe but pra- 
a (ie, ! | 
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a|we {till Iearne;orhers run ſt2ll inthe fame gyre,to wearineffe,to fatiery;our choyceis 
*nfinite : other labours require recreations,our yery labour recreates our ſpotts : we 
can never want,cither ſomewhat to do,or ſomewhat that we would doe. How num- 
berlefſe are thoſe yohumes which men have written of Arts, of Tongnes ! How end- 
lefſe is that volume which God hath written ofthe world! wherein every creature js | 
| |4 Letter,every day a new page : whocan be weary of either of theſe? To find witin 
| | Poetry, in Philoſophy Profoundnefſe, in Mathemaricks acureneſſe, in Hiſtory won- 
der of events, in Oratory ſweet eloquence, in Divinity ſupernaturall lighr and holy 
devotion; as ſo many rich metals in their proper mynes, whom would it not raviſh | 
with delight? After all theſe,[et us but open our eyes, we cannot look beſide a leflon, | 
in this univerſall Book of our Maker worth our ſtudy, worth taking out. Whar crea- 
ture hath nor his miracle ? whar eyent doth not challenge his obſeryation ? And if 
weary of foraine imployment, we liſt co look home into our ſelves, there we find a 
moreprivate world of thoughts, which ſer us en worke a new, more buſily, not leſſe | 
| profitably ; now,our filenceis vocall,our ſolirarinefſe popular,and weeare ſhut upto | 
| doe good unto many.Andif once we be cloyed with our owne company, the doore | 
of conference is open ; here interchange of diſcourſe (beſides pleafure) benefirs us': | 
| andhe 152 weake companion, from whom we rerurne not wiſer. Icouldenyy, if 1 
could beleeve that Anachorer, who ſecluded from the world, and pent up inhisvo- 
 luntary priſon-wals,denied that he thought the day long, whiles yet he wantedlear- 
| ning to vary his thoughts. Not to be cloyed with the {ame conceit, is difficult aboye | 
humane ſtrength ; but to a man ſo furniſhed with all forts of knowledge, that accor- 
ding to his difÞofitions he can change hisſtudies, I ſhould wonder, that ever the Sun 
ſhould ſeeme ro paſe ſlowly. How many bufie tongaes chaſe away good houresin 
pleaſant chat, andcomplaine of the haſte ofnight!What ingenuous mind can be ſoo- 
ner weary of talking with learned Authors, the moſt harmelefſe and ſweeteſt of Y 
companions ? What an heaven lives a Scholar in, that at once in one cloſe roome 
can dayly converſe with all the glorious Martyrs and Fathers? that can fingle our, at 
pleafure,either ſententious Tereufien,or grave Cyprian, or refolute Hiorome,or flow- 
ing Chryſoftome,or divine Ambroſe,or devout Bernard, or(whoalone 1s all theſe) hea- 
venly Aupuſtine,and talk withthem,and heare their wiſe and holy counſels, yerdiqs, 
reſolutions : yea(to riſe higher) with courtly Eſay, with learned Pax], with all their 
fellow-Prophets, Apoſtles : yet more, like another Moſes, with God himſelfe, in 
them both? Let rhe world contemne us: while wee have theſe delights, wee cannot | 
envy them:;we cannot wiſh our ſelves other than we are.Beſides, the way to all other | 
contentments is troubleſome ; the onely recompence is in the end. To delve inthe | 
D| mynes, to ſcorch inthe fire for the getting, for the fining of gold, is aflaviſh toyle , 
the comfort is in the wedge ; to the owner,not the labonrers;where our very ſearch 
of knowledge is delightſome. Study it ſelfe, is our life; from which wee wouldnot| 
be barred for a world. How much ſweeter then is the fruit of ſtudy,he conſcience of} 
knowledge? In compariſon whereof, the ſoule that hath once aſted it, eaſily con-} 
temnes all humane comforts.Goe now yee worldlings, and inſult oyer onr palenefſe, | 
ourneedinefſe, our negle&. Yee could notbe ſo jocund, if you were not ignorant : if | 
you did not want knowledge, you could not oyer-looke him that hath it : For me, Ii 
amfſo farre from emulating you, that I profefle, F had asleive be abruir beaſt, as an! | 
ignorant rich man.How is it then that thoſe Gallants which have privilege of bloud 
and birth, and better education, doe ſo ſcornfully turne off theſe moſt manly, reaf@- 
nable, noble exereiſes of ſcholarſhip ? An hawke becomes their fiſt berter than a 
E|booke: No dog but is a better companion : Any thing, or nothing, rather than what | 
we ought.O mmds bruriſhly ſenſizall! Doe they think that God made them for dif- | 
port? whoeven in his Paradiſe would not allow pleafare, without worke. And if for | 
bulinefle ; either of body,or mind: Thoſe of the body are commonly fervile, like ir 
ſelfe.The mind therefore,the mind onely,that honourable and divine parr, is fitteſt | | 
to be imployed of thoſe which would reach torhe higheſt perfe&jon of men, and 
would be more than the moſt. And what workeis there of the mind, but the trade of 
a ſcholar, ſtudy ?-Let mee therefore faſten this probleme on our ms. and 
; __cnauenge | | | 
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And if 1 make it not good, let meeneyer bee admirted furtherthan to the ſubje& of 
our queſtion. Thus we doe well to congratulate, to our ſelves, our owne happineſſ: : 
if others will come tous, it ſhall be our comfort, bur, more theirs;if not,it 1s enough 
that we can joy inour ſelyes,and in him,in whom we are that weare, 


To M- 1.P. 


ferings of thoſe which have refuſed it. 


Ouſfay,your religion daily winneth.Bragnot of your gaine: you neither need, 

nor can, if you conſider how it gets, and whom:How,but by cunning fleights, 
falſe ſuggeſtions, impudent untruths 2 Who cannot thus prevalle againſt a 

zet and innocent adyerſary 2 Whom, but filly women, or men notoriouſly debay- 
ched? A fpoyle fit for ſuchaconqueſt, for ſuch Vidors. Weare the fewer, not the 
worſe:1fall our licentious hypocrites were yours, we ſhould not complaine: and you 
might be the prouder,nat the better.Glory you in this triumph, free from our envy; 
'who know we have loſt none, but (by whom you ſayenothing) either looſe or ſim- 
ple. Ir were pity that you ſhould not forgoe ſome in a better exchange. The ſea ne- 
ver incroacheth upon our ſhore, but it loſerh elſewhere:fome we have happily fetcht 
into the fold of our Church,ont of your waſts;ſome others(rhough few, and ſcarce a 
{number)we have ſent into their heaven. Among thelſe, your late ſecond &Garver liv'd 
to proclaime himſelfe a Martyr ; and by dymg, perſwaded. Po-;re man, how happy 


were he, if hee might be his owne Judge. That which gaye him contidence, would 
1r00 little for reliques, though divided into Mathemarick quantities. Whither cannot 
conceit lead us? whether for his reſolution, or your credulity ? His death was feare- 
lefle:T commend his ſtomack, not his mind, How many malefaQors have we knowne 
| chat haye laughed upon their execurioner, andjeſted away their laſt wind ? You 
[might know. It is not long ſince our Norfolke Arrian leapt at his ſtake. How oft have 
you learned in martyrdome to regard not the death, but rhe cauſe?Elſe there ſhould 
benodifference in guilt and innocence,error and truth. What then?Died he for Re- 
gion? This had beene but your owne meaſare : wee endured yourflames which 

theſe gibbets could nor acquit. But dare impudency ir ſelfe affirme ic ? Not for 
| meere ſhame, againſt the evidence of ſo many tongues,cares, records. Your Proſpe- 
rity, your numbers argue enough, that a man may be a Papilt in Britaine, and live. 
If rreaſon bee. your Religion, who will wonder that it is capitall ? Defie that De- 
vill which hath mockt you with this mad opinion, that treachery is holineſſe, devo- 
| tion cruelty and diſobedience. I fore-ſee your evaſion : Alas, it is eafie fora ſpight- 
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throaned, and murdered. is it the yoyce of treaſon, or Religion? And iftraiterous, 
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Er. IV. A diſcourſe of the increaſe of Popery ; ef th! Oxth of Alegeance , andthe juſt ſuf- 


give him glory : you beleeye, and well-necre adore him. That fatall cord of his was| 


full conſtruction to fetch Religion within this compaſſe z and to ſay the Fyelling| 
of the Foxes fore-head isa horne. Nay then, letus fetch ſome honeſt Heathen to be| 
JuCss betwixt us : Meere nature in him ſhall ſpeake unparrtially of both. To| 

old and perſwade, that a Chriſtian King may, yeamuſt at the Popes will bee de-| 


DECAD. 1). _ = 


challenge all commers,in the defence of it; that, No Scholar cannot bee crul y noble. 


D 


| died a MalefaQor. if this be martyrdome ? If this poſition be meritorious of heaven, 


whether flatly, orby miſ-inferring? Beſides hispratiſes, for this hee died ; witneſſe 
your owne Catholikes. O God, if this bee religion, what can be villany 2 Who ever| 


hell is feared in vaine. O holy Sole ay ,Catilines,Cades, Lopezes,Gowries, Vawxes, 
and whoever haye conſpired againſt lawfull Majefty ! AU Martyrsof Roze,all Saints 
of Beckers heaven. How well doethoſe palmes of celeſtial triumph become hands 
red with the facred bloud of Gods annointed? Iam aſhamed to thinke. that huma- 
nity ſhould nouriſh ſuch Monſters, whether of men, or opinions. But youdcfie this 
ſavage faftioumeſle,rhisdeyotion of Devils; aud honeſtly wiſh both God and Czfar 
his owne. I praiſe your moderation : but if you be true, let me yet ſearch you: Can 
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EPIST. IV. 
: man be aperfe&t Papiſt, without this opinion againl{t ir2Ifhe mayzthen your Garner 
and Drury died not for religion : ifhee may not, then Popery 1s. treaſon. Chuſe now | 
whether you will leave your Martyrs, or your Religion. Whar'you hold of merir, 
| free-will,tranſubſtanriation, invocation of! Sainrs,falſe adoration, ſupremacy of Kome, 
no man preſſes, no man inquires : your preſent inquifttion, your former examples 
would teach us;mercy willnot letus learne. Theanly queſtion is, Whether our King 
may live andrule; whether you may refraine from his bloud,and not ſinne : Woul 

you have a man denie this and not die? Would you have a man thus dy ing honoured 
Dare you approve that religion, which defends the fat;canonizesthe perſor2Lheare 
your anſiver,from that your great Champion, which not many daies ſince, with one 
blow hath driven out three (not{light) wedges: That not Civill obedience is ſtood 
u0on, but Poſitive doGtrine : That you are ready toſweare for the Kings fafery,.not T0 mnt 
19ain{t the Popes authoritie : King /ames mult live and reigne ; but Puulns Onintws | 


: Engliſh-man 
nuſt rule and beobeyed:and better were it for you ta die, than your ſworneallege- | >aviſhed,Sc. 


. 


ance ſhould prejudice the Sea Apoſtolike.An elufion fit for children. What is to dal- | a Bike 
ly,ifnor this?As if he ſaid, The King ſhal liye,unlefſe the Pope will not;;F hat he ſhall | Gathof Alle- | 
nor bcediſcrowned, depoſed, maffacred by your hands, 'unlefſe your holy Father | Rae, mem 
ſhould command, But/l aske,as whoſhould nor?)What if he doe command? Whar if | 4g&+c; 
vour Pauls O44:7a4 {ould breath out (like hispredeceflors) notthreatnings, bur 
ſtrong bellowings of Excommunications,of depoſition of Gods annoinred? What if 
he ſha!! command(after that French faſhion)the throats of all Heretikesrobleed na 
nighr? Pardon you in this : Now 1t 15 growne a point of dodtrinall Divinitie, to de- 
termine how far the power of Peters ſucceſſor may exrend: You may neither {weare, | 
nor [47 your hands ſhall :.c: be ſteep't in thebloud of your true Soveraigne ; and to 
dicrathc; than ſweare ic, is martyrdome. But what if heaven fall, ay you ? His Holi- 
neſſe(as you tc) will rake none ſuch courſes, Woe were us;if our fafetie depended 
upon your hopes, or his racrcics. Blefſed be that God, which malgre hath made and | 
kept us happie,and hath lifrus abaveour enemies. But what hope is there ; that hee | 
whochargeth ſubjects not to ſweareallegeance will never diſcharge them from alle- | 
geance ; that thoſe whoclamorouſly and ſhameleſ]y complaine to the worldof our 
craelty,will forbeaxe to ſolicite others cruelty to us? Your hopes to you;to us our ſe- 
curities. Is this the Religion you father upon thoſe Chriſtian Parrierkes of the Pri- 
mitive Age?O bleſſed Ireney,Clemens,Cyprian,Baſil,Chryſoftome, Auguſtine Jerome,and | 
thou the ſevereſt exaGtor of juſt cenſures, holy 4mbreſe/how would you have ſpetar 
ſuch a rebellious aſſertion! What ſpeake I of Fathers? whoſe very mention inſach a 
cauſe were injury,were impiety. Which of thoſe curſed herefiesof ancient times(for | 
tothem I holdir fitter to appeale) have ever beene fo deſperately ſhameleſs, as to | 
breed to maintaine a concelt ſo palpably unnaturall; unlefle perhaps thoſe old Anti-| 
cate may upon genera'l termes be compelled to patronize it,while they held it pie- 
i tobreak,the lawes of their Maker?For you, if you profeſſe not to love willing er- 
rors,by this ſuſpe&,and judge the reſt: you ſee this defended with equall reſolution, 
and with no lefle cheerefull expence of bloud.In the bodie, where you ſee one man-] 
{trous deformitie,you cannot affect; if youcan doe fo in your religion, yet how dare 
you? ſince the greater halfe of it ſtands on no other ground, Onely God make you] 
wiſe,and honeſt, you ſhall ſhake hands with this faction of Poperie; and I with you, 
to give you a cheerefull welcome into the boſome of the Chutch. 
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To my brather M. Sa. Har. 


Er. V. A diſcourſe of the great charge of the miniſteriall funfion ; together with particular \ 
direBions for due preparation thereunto and carriage therein. 


T 15a grear& holy purpoſe(deare Brother)that you have entertained, of ſerving 
Cod in his Church: for what higher, or more worthie imploiment can there be, 
than to doe theſe divine duties,toſucha maſter, and ſuch artother ? wherein yer 
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DECAD. 1V, 


grieve tothink that any deſperate mind ſhould make Divinity bura ſhift, and diſc. 
nour this Miſtrefſe by being forſaken of the world. This'hath beene the drift of your 
education : to this you were borne, and dedicated in a direct courſe. I doe Wllling| 

incourage you, but not without many cautions. Enter not 1nto ſo greata ſeryice 
without much fore-ſight. When your hand ts at the plough, it 1s too late to looke 
back.Bethink your ſelte ſerioul]y of the weight of this charge : and ler your holy de- 
fire beeallaycd with ſome trembling, Ir isa fooliſh raſhneffe of young heads, when 
they are in Gods chaire,to wonder how they came thither, and to forget the awfi. 
neſſe of that place, in the confidence of their owne ſtrength ; which isever © much 
lefſe, as it is more eſteemed.I commend not the way-ward excuſes of A1ſes, northe 
peremptory unwillingnefſe of A»m92im,and Frier Thomas,who maimed themſe]yes 
that they might be wilfully uncapable.Betwixt both theſe there is humble modeſty, 
& religious fearfulnes,eafily to be noted in thoſe whom the Church honors with the 
name of her Fathers, worthy your imitation:wherin yet you thal needno prelidenes 
ifyou well conſider what worth of parts,what ſtrictneſſe of carriage, what weight of 
vifices,God expetts in this vocation.Know firſt,that in this place there will be more 
holinefſe required of you, than in the ordinary ſtation of a Chriſtian : for whereas 
before you were but as a common line, now God ſets you for a coppy of a ſantifice- 
tion unto others,wherein eyery fault is beth notable,and dangerous. Here is looked 
for a ſerledacquaintance with God,and experience both of the proceedings of grace 
and of the offers and repulſes of tentations ; which 1n vaine we ſhall hope to men age 
in other hearts, if wee have not found in our owne. 'To ſpeake by aime;or rote of re- 
pentance, of contririon, of the degrees of regeneration, and faith, is both harſh and 
ſeldome when,not unprofitable. We truſt thoſe Phylitians beſt, which have tried the 
vertue of their drugs, eſteeming not of thoſe which have only borrowed of their 
bookes.Here will be expeGedafree and abſolute government of affections, that you 
can ſo ſtere your owne veſlell, as notto bee tranſported with fury, with ſelfe-loye, 
with immoderation of pleaſures, of cares, of deſires, withexcefle of paſſions; inall 
which, fo muſt you demeane your ſelfe, asone that thinks he is no man of the world 
but of Godzas one too good(by his double calling)for that, which is either the felici- 
ry,or impotency of beafts. Here muſt be continuall and inward exerciſe of mortifica- 
tion, and ſevere Chriſtianity, whereby the heartis held in due awe, and the weake 
flames of the ſpirit quickned, the aſhes of our dulnefſe blowne off; apraQice neceſ- 
fary in him, whoſe devotion muſt ſer many hearts on fire : Here muſt bee wiſdome, 
and inoffenfiveneſle of carriage, as of one that goes everunder monitors, and that 
knowes other mens indifferencies are his evils. No man had ſuch need to keep aſtri 
meane. Setting aſide contempr, even in obſeryation, behold,wee are made a gazing 
ſtocke tothe world,to Angels,to men. The very faile of your eſtare muſt bee mode- 
rated ; which if ir beare too high s ſeldome) it incurres the cenſtareof profuſion 
and Epicuriſme ; if too low, of a baſe and unbeſceming earthlineſſe : Your hand may 
not be too cloſe for others need, nor tooopen for your owne; your conyerſarion may 
not be rough and ſullen, norover-familiar and fawning ; whereof the one breedsa 
conceit ofpride,and ſtrangeneſſe;the other,contempr;not looſely merry, nor Cyni- 
cally unſociable ; not contentious in ſmall injuries;in great, not hurtfully patient to 
the Church : your attire(for whither doe not cenſures reach? )not yourhfully wan- 
ron;not, in theſe yeares affectedly ancient, but graveand comely, like the mind, like 
the behaviour ofthe wearer;your geſture like your habit,neither favoring of giddic 
Iightneffe. nor overly infolence, nor wantonnefle,nor dull neglect of your ſelfe ; but 
ſuch as may beſeeme a mortified mind, full of worthy ſpirits : your ſpeech like your 
geſture,not ſcurrilous,not derracting,not idle,not boaſting,not rotten, nor peremp- 
torie ; but honeſt, milde, fruirfull, ſavourie, and ſuch as may both argue and worke 
grace:your deliberations mature; your reſolutions well grounded, your devices ſage 
and holy. Wherein let me adviſe you,to walk ever in the beaten road of the Church; 


not torun our into ſingle paradoxes. And if you meer at any time with private con- 
ceits thar ſeeme more probable,ſuſpett them and your ſelfe:and if they can win you 
| ro 


| 


I ſhould little rejoice, ifany neceſlicy had caſt you upon tlus refuge : for Thare ang — 
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EPIST FL | | 
\ |roafſent, yer ſmother them in yourbreſt,aud donot dareto yent them our,eicher by * | þ WONG 
your hand or tongue, to trouble the common peace. Ir is a miſerable praiſe, to bee a £05 6M '-\ pn 
witty diſturber. Neither will it ſerve you ro be thus goodalone; bur it God ſhall give | ' 
you the honour of this eſtate,the world will look, you ſhould be the grave guide ofa 
well-ordered family: for this is proper to us, that the vices of our charge refle& upon --Þ 
| the ſinnes of others are our reproach. If another mans children miſearry, the Pa- | | 
| |rentis pittied:3fa Miniſters,cenſured;;7ea,nor our ſeryant is faulry without our ble- | 
miſh.In all theſe occaſions(a miſery incident to us alone)our griefe isour ſhame. To 
deſcend neerer unto the ſacred affaires of this heavenly trade ; in a Miniſter Gods : 
| Church is accounted both his houſe to dwell in, and his field to worke in ; wherein | 
| | (uponthe penalty ofa curſe) he fairhfully, wiſely, diligently, deyoutly, deales with 
| |Godfor his people,with his people, for and from God. Whether he inſtru, hemuſt 
2 | doe ir with evidence of the ſpirit ; or whether hereprove,with courage and zeale;or 
whether he exhort, with meckneſffſe, and yet with power;or whether he confute, with 
4crnonſtration of truth,not with rage and perſonall maliciouſneſſe. not with a wilfull 
heat of contradiction;or whether he admoniſh, with long ſaffering,and love without 
prejudice,and partiality:1n a word,all theſe he fo doth,as he that deſires nothing bur | 
ro nonour God, and fave men. His wiſdome muſt diſcerne betwixt his ({heepeand 
| | wolves;in his ſheepe,betwixt the wholeſomeand unſound ; in the unſound, berwixt 
the weakand tainted;in the tainted, betwixt the natures,qua)ities,degrees of the diſ- 
eaſcard infection:and toall theſe he muſt know toadminiſter a word in ſeaſon. Hee 
hath Anridotes for all tentations, counſels for all doubts, evictions for all errors, for | 
all lanouii/hings incouragements. No occaſion fromany altered eſtate of the ſoule [ 
may find him unfurniſhed ; he muſt aſcend to Gods Altar with much awe, with fin- 
c|cere and cheerefull devorion;ſo taking,celebrating,diſtributing his Saviour;as thin- 
king himſelfe at table in heaven with the blefled Angels. In the meane time, as hee 
wants not a thankfull regard to the Maſter of the teaſt, ſo not cate of the gueſts. The 
| | greatnefſe of an offender may not make him ſacrilegioully partiall,northe obſcurity | 
negligent.I have ſaid little of any of our duties;and of ſome; nothing : yer enough, I 
think,to make you(if not timorous)carefull. Neither would Thave you hereuponto | 
hide your ſelfe from this calling, but to prepare your ſelfe for it. Theſe rimes call for | 
them that are faithfull: and if they may ſpare ſome learning;conſcience they cannor.. ſ 
Cocen happily : it argues a mind Chriſtianly noble, tobe incouraged with the need | ” 


of his labours,with the difficulties. | 09 a 
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Feisr. V I. A diſcourſe of the ſiqnes and prodfes of a true f.uth. | | 


| | | | 
= Hereis no comfort 1 a ſecret felicity. To be happy, and not know it, 1s little | 
above miſerable.Such is your ſtare:only herein berrer rhan the common caſe] | 


| | ® of chemoſt; that the well of life lies open before you : bur your eyes (like 

Agars) are not open toſee it ; whiles they hayeneirher water, nor eyes. We doe not 
much more want that which we haye not, than that which we donot knoily we have.] 
Let mee ſell you ſome of that ſpirituall eye-falve which the Spirit commends to his} | 
Laodiceans; that you may clecrely ſee how well youare. There is nothing but choſe | | 
| | [ſcales berwixt you and happtneſſe. Thinke not much that I eſpy in you what your| | 
£| ſelfe ſees not. Too much neereneſfe oft=times hindrerh ſighe : and iffor the ſpots of} 

our owne faces we truſt others eyes, why nor for our perfetions?Youare in heaven, } 
and know it not : He that beleeyes,is already paſſed from death tolife:You beleeve, | 
whiles you complaine of unbeleefe. If yon complained nor, I ſhould miſdoubt you 
more,than you doe your ſelfe, becauſe you complaine.Secure andinfolenit preſamp- | 
tion hath killed many,that breathes nothing but corifidence and ſaferty;and abandons | 
all doubrs,and condemnesthem. That man never beleeved,thatnever doubted. This | 
han of faith 1s never pure in theſe veſſels of clay, without theſe lees of poo | | 
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DECAD. IV. 


Whart then? T hink not that I incourage youto doubt more;but perſwade you nor ty 
be diſcouraged with doubting. All uncertainty 1s comtortletie : thoſe thar teach men 
to conjecture and forbid to rctolvye, read lectures of milery. Thoſe doubrsare but to 
make way for aſſurance; as the oft ſhaking of the rree,faſtens it more at theroot. You 
are ſure of God, bur you are afraid of your ſ{elfe.The doubt is nor in his promiſe, bur 
your application. Looke into your owne heart. How know you that you know any 
thing, that you belceve,that you wil ,that you approye,that you affect any thing? If a 
man, like your ſcite, promiſe you onght, you know whether you truſt him, whether 
yourelye your ſelfe on his fidelity. Why can you not know it in him that1s God and 
man ? The difference is not in thea&, but the object. Bur it theſe habits (becauſ&of 
their inward and ambiguous nature) ſeeme hard tobe deſcried ; turne your eyes to 
thoſe open marks that cannot beguile you. How many have bragged of their Faith, 
when they have embraced nothing bura vaine cloud of preſumption?Every manre-| 
pears his Creed, few feele it, few practiſe it. Take two boughs in the dead of winter: 
how like is one wood toanother ? how hardly diſcerned? Afterwards, By their fruit 
you ſha know them, That faith, whoſe nature wasobſcure, is evident in his effes, 
What is faith, but the hand of the ſoule? What is the duty of the hand, bur either to 
hold or worke ? This hand then holds Chriſt, works obedience and holineffe : and if 
| chis at of apprehenſion bee as ſecret, as the cauſe ; ſince the cloſed hand hideth ſtil] 
what jtholdeth:ſee rhe hand of faith open;ſee whar it worketh,and compare it with 
' your own proote.Deny it you can (yet T had rather appealeto any Jucge, than your 
PreJUGKe0 ſelfe)chat inall your needs you can ſtep boldly tothe I hrone of Heaven; 
and freely powre out your enlarged heart to your God, and crave of ym, whether 


{ to receive what you watit, or that you niay want whar you have, and would nor. Be 


aſſured fromGad, this can be done by no power, but(that youtfeare to mifſe)offaith. 
God,as he is not, fo he'is not called a father without this. In vaine doth he pray, that 
cannot call God Farther: No father without the ſpirit ofadoprion ; no ſpirit, without 
faith:wichouc this you may babble; you cannot pray. Afſume.you that you can pray, 
T dare.canclude upon my ſoule, Toubeleeve. Aslirtle as you love your ſelfe, denyif 
| you can, that you love God. Say that your Saviour from heaven ſhould aske you Pe- 
| £475 queſtion,could your foule returne any other an{wer,than Lord thou knoweſt 7 love 

thee £ Why are you elſe in ſich awe tooffend, that a world cannotbribe you to fin? 
Why in ſuch deep griefe when you have ſinned; that no mirth can refreſh youw?Why 
18 ſuch fervent deſire of enjoying his preſence ? Why in ſuchagony when you en- 
j9y 1r nor 2 neither doth God love you, neither can you love God without faith. Yet 
more:doe you willingly nouriſh any one fin in your breſt;doe you not repent of all? 
Doe you not hate all, though you cannot leave al?Doe you not complaine that you|l. 
hare them no more?Doe you notzas for life, wiſh for holinefſe,and endeyour it? No- 
Thing but faith can thus cleanſe the heart ; that like a good houſ-wife, ſweeps all the 
foule corners of the ſoule,& will not leaye ſo much as one web in this roomy hoaſe. 
|. [ruſt tot, you cannot hate finfor 1t owne fake,and forſake it for Gods ſake, without| 
faith;rhe faithleſſe hath had ſome remorſe and feares, meyer repentance. Laſtly, doc 
you not loye a good man for goodnefſe, and delight in Gods Saints? Doth not your 
lovelead you to compaſiion ; your compaſſion toreleefe ? An heart truly faithful 
cannot but have an hand chriſtianly. bouncifull:. Charity and faith make-up one per- 


| fect paire of Compaſſes, that can take thetruelatitude ofa Chriſtian heart: : Faith is 


the gne fqgt,pitcht in thecentreunmoveably,while Charity walks about in a perfeft 
cir{le of þenieficence :. theſe two neyer did, neither can goeafander : Warrant you 


your loye,] dare warrant your faith:Whar need I ſay more2,This hearof our affeti- 


oy «© 


ons, and this light of your workes, will evince againſt all UF gates of hell, that you 

have the fire of Faith;ler your ſoulethen warme ir ſelfe with theſe Geet and cordi- 
11] Hames, againſt all thoſe cold deſpaires, whereto you are tempted: ſay, Lord, 1 be- 

eecve;andt will give you leave ſtill to adde, Helpe my unbeleefe, T4 
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Ee. VII. Adire#ion how to conceive of God in our devotions and meditations. 
Ou have choſen and judged well : How to conceive of the Deity in our 
Y prayers, inour meditations, 1s both the deepeſt point ofall Chriſtianity, and 
the moſt neceſſary : ſo deepe,that if we wade into it, wee may eaſily drowne, 
never-findthe bottome: ſo necefſary,thar withour it,our ſelves,our ſervices, arepro- 
fane,irreligious : we are all borne Idolaters,naturally prone to fathian God to ſome 
forme ofour owne, whether of an humane body,or of an admirable light; or if our 
mind have any other more likely,and pleaſing image. Firſt then,away with all theſe 
wicked thoughts, theſe graffe deyotions ; and with Zacob bury all your ſtrange gods 
under the oake of Shechem,ere you offer to ſet up Gods Alter at Zethel : and withour 
all mental repreſentations, conceive of your Godpurely, ſimply, ſpiricually ; as of 
anabſolute being, without forme, without matter,withour compoſition ; yea, an in- 
finite, without all limit of thoughts. Let your heart adorea fpirituall Majeſty, which 
it cannot comprehend, yet knowes to be; and asit were, loſe it felfe 1n his infinite- 
nefſe. Thinke of him, as not tobe thoughtof; as one, whoſe wiſdome is his jultice, 
whoſe juſtice is his power, whoſe power is his mercy ; and whoſe widome. juſtice, 
power, mercy,is himſelfe;as withour quality good, great without quantity, everlaſ}. 
ing without time,preſent every where withour place, containing all things wicthour 
extent : and when your thoughts are come to the higheſt, ſtay there, and be content 
to wonder, in ſilence : and if you cannot reach to conceive of him as he is, yet rake 
heed youconceivenot of him as he is not. Neither will it ſuftice your Chriſtian mind, 
tohave this awfull and confuſed apprehenſion of the Deity, withour a more ſpeciall 
and inward conceitof three in this one ; three perſons in this one effence, not divi- 
ded, bur diſtinguiſhed ; and not more mingled than divided. There is nothing, 
wherein the want ofwords can wrong and grieve us,but in this : Here alone, as wee 
can adore,and not conceive,ſo we can conceive, and notutter; yea, utter our ſelves, 
and not be conceived; yet as we may, Thinke here of one ſubſtance in three ſubſfi- 
ſtences;one eſſence in three relations; one Jehoyah begetting, begotten, proceeding; 
Father, Son, Spirit : yet ſo,as the Son is noother thing from the Father, bur another 
perſon ; or the Spirit, from the Son. Ler your thoughts here walke warily, the path is 
narrow 2: the conceit either of three ſubſtances or bur one ſubſiſtence, is damnable. 
| Let me lead you yet higher, and further, inthis intricate way, towards the Throne 
ofgrace : All this will not availe you,if you take not your Mediator with you: if you 
apprehend not a true manhood,gloriouſly united to the God-head,wichout change 


paſſage,acceptance,vigour to your prayers. 
manity:one perſon in two natures : of the ſame Deity,in divers perſons;and one na- 
ver theſe apprehenfions, that none beenegleRted ; ſo co conjoyne thetti, that they 


O the neceſſity of this high knowledge, which who attaines not, may babble; but 
prayeth nor. Still you doubr,and aske if you may not direct your praters to one per- 


our Saviour for our patterne : O my Bather(ifpoſſtble)let thu Cup paſſe: and Pasl every 
where both in thanksand requeſts: bur with due careof worſhipping all in one.Ex- 


of either nature, without mixture of both ; whoſe preſence, whole merits muſt give | 
Here muſt be therefore (as you ſee)thoughts holily mixed : ofa Gotheadand hu-- 
ture: wherein(ifeyer)heavenly wiſdome ruſt beſtir it ſelfe,in direQingus,ſo to ſe- 


benot confounded: O the depth of divine myſteries, more than can be wondred at ! 


E\fon of three. Why not?Safely,and with comfort. What need we feare,while we have | 


clude the other,while you fix your heart upon one, your prayer is ſin;retaine all,and 
mention one, you offend not. None of them doth ought for us, without all. It isatrue 
rule of Divines: All their externall works are comnion: To (ollicit one therefore,and 
not all, were injurious. And if you ſtay your thoughts upon the ſacred humanity of 
Chriſt, with inſeparable adoration of che God-head uniced, and thence climb up = 
Ee 2} | ; ene 


ds. 4 _ OORI 


yu" INS lc. th. 


EEE 


. > 
” * a Lac ts tc... 


a FU 9 VT " 


— —_— 


- 4% m— ES Ef aA 6 - p _ 
_ + 2. 6h . 


-: OE 
oy ., - — oy 
ke. ie + _ _ - 
+ 0 op #7 FP pe hoy oben p ms - 4 
% - _—_- I RI ns - 
6, - _— 
_—— -, "4 3s GHI9 KA . 
x ... - —_— 
F- *. 6. Py " _ 
, 4 
hs _—— 4 io 9 - - 
- h. 07" 
Ia 


Por i pep YR RY PO EY: 


> AR rae _— _ 9 Reo we 
wha > m_— 4 <4 6 - 5 


Seem 
rg ew 


: ae 
= 
"2A 


C5. 4. <4. LE: x 
$204 "= 


— 


"__ "a _- 
- & © © > 
wag. . 
Cob A. ir eget I i « 
os 


EE p 
Dd 


"0 EIN 
A Ss a -- 


MM, - 


2.5. tn EB -— mY -— . ap 
ne - _ - © - TV be 
? ; IS n— " + > 
A<CCCIYLELIEDEEIEH Fe AT bo . & ds wed oxy > 
\ ſh Sen — ©» "ns 49% 0p * : 
. A © — FX Ent od ha _ » 
>. o oo " ct ho ont 4 pn Kr 
V- & - I > _— = Ly ad SE” ham. ; : — 
, AIRS " 


DECAD. IV. 


the holy conceir of that blefſed and dreadfull Trinity, I dare nor cenſure, 1 dare not 
but commend your divine method. Thus ſhould Chriſtians aſtendfrom earth to hea- 
ven, from one heaven roanother. If T have given your devotions any light, it 15 well; 
che leaſtglimpſe of this knowledge is worth all the fullgleames of humane & earrhly 
Skill.Bur I miſtake, if your own heart wrought upon with ſerious meditations{under 
chat ſpirit of ilumination)will not prove pour beſt Maſter. After this weake direi- 
on, ſtudy to conceive arighr, that you may pray aright ; andpray that you may con- 
| cetve;and meditate that you may doe both:and the God of heayen direct you,inable 
| you, chat you may doe all. | 
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ToM. Tromas lamss of Oxford. 


Ee. VIII. A diſcourſe of the gronnds of the Papiſts confidence in appealing to the Fathers; 
applauding bis wortby offers and endevours of diſcovering the falſifications 


and depravations of antiquity. 


| QC IR, I know noman ſolike as you to make poſterity his debtor.I do heart ly 
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congratulate unto you ſo worthy labours, ſo noble a project. Our adverſaries 
knowing of themſelves (that which Terra#a ſaith of all herefies) that ifap- 
| peale be made to the facred bench of Prophets and Apoſtles, they cannotſtand ; re- 
| movethe ſuit of Religion craftily, into the Court of the Fathers: A reverend triallas 
any under heaven;where 1t cannot be ſpoken, how confident!y they triumph ere the] 
| confli&.Give us the Fathers for our Judges(fay Campianand Poſſevine)the day isours, 
And whence 1s this courage? Is antiquity our enemy,their adyocat?Certainly it can- 
aot be truth that is new:We would renounce our Religion, if it could be oyer-lookt 
jfor time. Ler goe equity, the older take both. There be rwothings then, that give 
chem heart in this provocation: One, the baſtardy of falſe Fathers;the other, the cor- 
ruption of che true. What a flouriſh doe they make with uſurped names 2 Whom 
would it not amaze to ſee the frequent citations of the Apoſtles owne Canons, Con- 
| ſtiturions,Licurgies, Maſſes:of Clemens, Dennys the Arcopagite,Linw,Hippelitwe, Mar- 
trall of Burdeaux,Egeſippm : Donations of Conſtantine the great, and Lews the godly 
Of'50. Canons of Nice : of Dorothems, Damaſus his Ponrificall : Epiſtles decrerallof 
Clemens, Evariſis,Teleſphorms.and an hundred otherBiſhops holy and ancient ; of E- 
v0dirs, Anaſtaſius, Simeon MHetaphraſies and moe yet than anumbermoe;moſt where- 
 ofhaye crept out of the Vatican or Cloyſters ; andall carry in them manifeſt brands 
of falſhood,and ſuppoſition:that I may ſay nothing of thoſe infinite writings, which 
either ignorance,or wilfulnes, hath fathered upon eyery of the Fathers, not without 
ſhameleſſe importunity,and grofſe impoſhbilities:all which(as ſhe faid of Perer)their 
ſpeech bewrayeth; or(as 4 fn ſaid of Cyprians ſtile) their face. This fraud is more| 
eaſily avoyded: For as in notorious burglaries, oft-times there is either an hat, or a 
 glove,or a weapon left behind, which deſcrieth the authors;ſo the God of truth hath 
beſotred theſe impoſtors to let fall ſome palpable error,(though but of falſe calcula- 
tion) whereby, if not their names, yet their ages might appeare, to their convi&ion. 
Moſt danger is inthe ſecret corruption of the true and acknowledged iflue of thoſe 
gracious parents;whom through cloſe and crafty handling, they haye induced to be- 
| lye thoſe that begot them ; andto betray their Fathers, either with ſilence, or falſe 
evidence. Plainly,how are the honoured Volumes of faithfiu!l antiquity, blurred,in- 

| terlined,altered,depraved by ſubtile treachery;and made to ſpeak what they meant 
not? Fie on this, not ſo much injuſtice,as impiety, to raze the awfull monuments of 
the dead, and partially to blot and change the originall Will of the deceaſed, inſert 
ourowne Legacies. This is done by our guilty adverſaries, tothe injurie not more of 
theſe Authors, than of the preſent and ſacceedi ng times. Hence thoſe Fathers are 
ſome-where not ours: What wonder ? while they arenot themſelves. Your induſtry 
hath offered (and that motion is lively and heroicall) ro challenge all their learned 
| andelegant pages, from injury of corruption, toreſtore them to themſelves, and to 
us:that which all the learned of our times have but deſired to ſee done, you proferto 
won an aaby es) rx | effect) 
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braries, whom your diligent hand hath ranfackt,offer their aid,in ſuch abundance of 
che moſt ſpightfull impuration to our Truth 1s novelcy, you otfer to deduce her pe. 
degree fromthol? primitive rimes,through the ſuccefſions of all ages; & tobring in- 


to the light of the world ,many(as yet obſcure) bur no lefſe certaine and aurhentical! 
Patrons, in acontinucd line of defence. You have given proofe enough, that theſe 


not be more our lofſe than ſhame.Heare me a little, ye great and wealthy : Hath God 


Shall your riot be fed with exceſſe;while Gods cauſe ſhall ſtarve for want ? Shall our 
adverſaries ſo inſultingly ow-bidus ; andin the zeale of our profuſion laugh at our 


| the imageofboth:as if we were not asable toencourage,toreward deſert.Hath Ver- 


EPIST.IX. 


© — —— — — 


317 


eff: your aſſay in Cyprian and Ang»ſtine 1s happy and juſtly applauded.All our Li- 


manulſcripts,as all Europe would envy to ſee mer in one Iland. After all this;forthar 


__—_R_L___ 


are no glorious vaunts,but the zealous challenges of an able Champion. What want- 
eth then? Let me ſay for Fon : Not an heart, not an head, not an hand; but (which [I 
almoſt ſcorn roname in ſuch acauſe)a purſe. If this continue your hinderance,it will | 


loaded you with fo much ſubſtance ; and will you nor lend him alittle of hisowne ? 


heartlefſe and cold niggardlinefſe ? Shall heavenly truth lie in the duſt for want of a 
little ſtamped earth to raiſe her ? How can you ſo much any way honour God, yea 
your ſelyes,deſerve of poſterity,pleaſure theChurch,& make you ſo good friends of 
your Mammon?Let not the next Age fay,that ſhe hadſo unkind predeceſſors. Fetch 
forth ef your ſuperfluous ſtore, and caſt in your rich gifts into this treaſury of the | 
Temple. The Lord and his Church have need. For you, it angers me to ſee how that 
flattering Poſſevinus (moothly intices you from us with golden offers, upon the ad- 
vantage of our negleGt;as if he(meaſuring your mind by his owne)thought an Omnia 
4:bs would bring you with himſelte on your kneesto worſhip the devill, the beaſt, 


tae no Patrons on this fide the Alpes ? Are thoſe hils only the threſholds of honour? 
I plead not, becaulſe I cannot feare you : Burt who ſees not how munificently our 
Church ſcattereth her bountifull favours upon lefſe merit. If your day bee not yet 
come,exped it;God and the Church owe you a benefit;if their payment be long, it is 
ſare.Only goe you on with courage, in thoſe your high endevours;and in themeane 
time,think it great recompence to haye deſerved. 
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Er. IX. Adiſtourſe of fleeing or ſtay inthe time of peſtilence , whether lanfull for Mini- | 


ſter or people. | 


|= if many-hath a ſeduced conſcience led untimely to the grave? I ſpeake of 


this fad occafion of Peſtilence. The Angell of God followes you, and you| 
doubt whetheryou ſhould flye. Ifa Lion our of the foreſt ſhouldpurſue you,| 
you would make no queſtion: yet could he not doe it unſent. Whar is the difference? | 
Both inſtruments of divine revenge;both threaten death ; one by ſpilling the bloud, 

the other by infe&ingit. Who knowes whether hee hath not appointed your Zoar| 
our of the liſts of this deſtruction ? You fay it is Gods viſitation. Whar evill is not ?þ 
If war have waſted the confines of your Country, you fave your throats by flight : 
Why are yeu more fayourable ro Gods immediat ſword of peſtilence?Very leproſie, | 
by Gods law, requires a ſeparation ; yet no mortall ficknefle. When you fee a no- 
ted Leperproclaime his uncleanneſle in the ſtreer, will you embrace him for his ſake 
that hath ſtricken him,or avoyd him for hisfake that hath forbidden you?If you ho- 
nour his rod, much more will you regard his precept. If you miſlike not the affliction 
becauſe he ſends it,then love thelife which you have of his ſending;fearethejudge- 
ment which he will ſend. if you love it not.He thar bids us fleewhen weare perſecu- 
ted, hath neitherexcepred Angell nor man;whether-ſoever, I feare our guilrineſfe, if 
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wilfully we flee not-Buit whither ſhall we flee from God?fay you : where ſhall he not | 


run fromourhome,notfromourgrave;Death isſubtle,ourtimeisſer;wecannor,God 


both find and lead us? whither ſhall not our deſtiny follow us? Vaine men,we may | 


will 
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ſperate ? Shall we preſume, becauſe God changeth not ? Why doe we nottry every 
knife and cord, ſince our time is neither capable of prevention nor delay : our endis 
ſer, not without our meanes, In matter of danger where the end is not knowne, the 
meanes muſt be ſuſpe&ed; in matter of hope where the end 1s not knowne, mteanes 
muſt bee uſed. Uſe.then freely the meaues of yourflight, ſuſpect the danger of your 
ſtay ; and ſince there isno particular neceſlity of your preſence, know that God bids 
| youdepart andlive.You urge the inſtance of your Miniſter : How unequally?There 
is not more lawfulnefſe in your flight, than ſinne in ours: you are your owne; weour 
peoples: yonare chargedwith a body which you may not willingly leeſe,nothazard 
by ſtaying ; we withall their ſoules:which to hazard by abſence,isto loſe our owne: 
we muſt love our lives ; butnot when they are rivals withour ſoules, or withothers 
How much better is it to be dead, than negligent, than faithlefſe ! If ſome bodies he 
| contagiouſ]y ſick,ſhall all ſoules be wiltnlly neglected? There can be notime wherin 
good countell is ſo ſeaſonable, ſo needfull.Eyery threatning finds imprefſion,where 
the mind is prepared by ſenſible judgements. When will the iron hearts ofmen bow, 


ifnot when they are heatin the flame of Gods affliction? now then to run away from 


anccefſary and publike good, toavoyd a doubtfull and private evill is torun into 
 worſeevill than we would ayoyd.He that 11 thus run from Ninive to Tharfis, ſhall 
finda tempeſt, and a whale in his way. Not that I'dare be an author to any,of the Pri- 
 vate viſitation of infeted beds:I dare not without better warrant. Whoever ſaid we 
; were bound tocloſe up the dying e1esof every departing Chriſtian?and upon what- 
| ever conditions, to heare their laſt grones; If wee hada word, I wou!d not debateof 
the faccefſe. Then that were cowardlineſſe, which now is wiſdome. Is irno ſervice, 
chat wee publikely reach and exhort ? that wee privately prepare men for death ,and 
arme them againſt it? that gur comfortable letters and meffages ſtirup their fainting 
hearr2rhatour loud voyces pierce their eares afarre;unlefſe we feele their pulſes,and 
leane upon their pillowes,and whiſper in their eares? Daziel is in the lions den; Isit 
nothing that Dari ſpeakescomfort tohimthorow the grate,unleſſe he goe in to fa- 
{[ute him among thoſe fierce companions? A good Miniſter is the Common goods: 
{hee cannot make his life peculiar to one, without injury to many. In the common 


' cauſe of the Church,he muſt be noniggard of his life;in the private cauſe ofa neigh-! 
{ bours bodily ſicknefſe, hee may ſoone be prodigall. A good father may not ſpend his 


4 


; ſubſtance on one child, and leave the reſt beggers. Ifany man be reſolute in thecon- 


trary,I had rather praiſe his courage, than imitate his practice,I confeſſe,I feare - not 
ſo much death, as want of warrant for death. | 
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| Ev. X. A complaint of the iniquity of the Times ; with a preſcription of the meanes tore- 


areſſe it. 
VV Hiles Taccuſed the Times, youundertook their patronage.I commend 


your charity, not your cauſe. It is true : There was never any Age not 
complained of;never any that was not cenfured,asworſt. What is,wee 
 ſee;what was, weneitherenquirenor care. That which is out of ſight anduſe, is ſoone 

out of mind, andere long out of memory. Yet the injquity of others, cannor excuſe 
ours. And if you will bee but asjuſt as charitable, you ſhall confeſſe, that both ſome 


times exceed others in evill; and theſe,all.This earthly Moone the Church hath her 


| fuls and wainings,and ſometimes her eclipſes;whiles the ſhadow of this ſinfull maſſe 


[ 


hides her bzauty fromthe world. So longas ſhee wadeth in this planetary world, it 


| ſkouldbe vaine to expett better: ir is enough when ſhe is fixed above.to be free from 
| al change, This you yeeld:bur nothing.can perſwade you, that ſhe is not now inthe 


ful. of her glory, True:or elſe the were not ſubjeG to this darkning. There wasnever 
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will not alter it. Alas, how wiſe wee are to wrong our ſelyes ! Becauſe Death will By 
oyer-take us, ſhall we run and meet him? Becauſe Gods decree is ſure, ſhallwe be ge. A 
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z | more light of knowledge ; never more darkneſſe of impiety: andthere could not be 

fach darkneff?, if there were not ſich light. Goodneffe repulſed, gives heiphe to fin : 
therefore are we worſe than our predeceſſors, becauſe we might be þerrer. By how | 
much our meanes are greater, by ſo much are our defe&s.Turne overall records;and 
parallel ſach helps, ſuch care,fuch coſt,fuch expe&ation,with ſttch fruit,T yeeld;We 
| {ee butt our owne times : There was never but one Neah (whotn the Heathen cele- 
brate under another name)that with two faces ſaw both before and behind him: Bur | 
loe.that Ancient of dayes,towhom all times are preſent, hath rold ys, that theſe laſt 
ſhall be worſt: Our experience juſtifies him, with all but the wilfull.This cenſure(leſt 
you ſhould condemne my rigour,as unnaturally partiall) isnot confined'to our leas; 
bur, free and common, hath the fame bounds with the earth.1joy not in this large ſo= | 
ciety. Would God we wereeyillalone, How few are thoſe, whole cariage' doth nor 
2 | ay, that profeſſion of any conſcience 1s pufillanimity? How few that care ſo much,as 
[to ſhew well? And yet of thoſe few, how many care only rofſeeme?whoſe words dif- 
| agree from their actions,and their hearts from their words? Where ſhalla man mew 
up himſelfe, that he may not bea witnefſe of what he would not? What can he.ſee,or 
hezre,and not be either fad or guilty? Oathes ſtrive for miruber with words ; ſcoffes 
\ with oathes, yaine ſpeeches with both. They ate rare hands, that are free ether from 
aſverfions of blond,or ſpots of filthinefſe. Let mebe at once{asI uſe)bold and plaine: 

Wanton exceffe,excellive pride,cloſeArheiſme,impudent profanenefſe,unmercifull 
oppreſſion, over-mercifull connivence, greedy covetoutneſſe, looſe prodigality, ſi- 
moniacall facrilege,unbridied luxury, beaſtly drunkenneffe, blondy treachery, cun- 
ning fraud, ſlanderous deiraction, envious underminings, ſecret idolatry, hypocriti- 
call faſhionablenefſe, have ſpred themſclvesall over the world. The Sunne of peace 
looking upon cur uncleane heaps, hath bred theſe monſters, and hath given light to 
this brood of darknefſe. Looke about you, and ſee if three great Idols, Honour, Plea. 
ſure,Gaine, have not ſhared the earth amongſt them, and left him leaſt, whoſe all 1s. 
Your deniall drives mee to particulars. I urge no further. If any adverſary inſult 
in my confeflion, tell him, that I account them the greateſt part of this evill ; nei- 
ther conld thus complaine, ifthey were not. Who knowes not, that as the earth is 
the dregs of the world,ſo 7taly is the dregs of the earth, Rome of 7caly ? It is no won- 
der to find Satan in his Hell ; bur to find him in Paradiſe, is uncouth and grievous. 
Let themalone that will dye and hate to be cured. For us : O that remedies were as 
eaſie as complaints | That we could be as foone cleered, as convinced ! That the ta- 
king of the medicine were but ſo difficultas the preſcription! And yet nothing hin- 
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perverſe, though why doe I hope they will heare mee, that are deafe to God ? they 


thank nor eaſe : that the preſent plagues doe but threaten worſe. Laſtly, that ifchey| 
rc!ent not;hell was not made for nothing. What ſhould bee done then ? Except weel 
would faine ſmart,cach man amend one,& we all live. How commonly domen com-} 
piainc,and yer addeto this heape?-Redrefle ſtands not inwords.Let every man pull} 
bnt one brand out of this fire,and the flame will goc out alone. What is a multitude, 


it then, ifeyvery man would begin at home,and cake his own heart to task,& at once 
be 1s owne Accuſer,and Judge; to condemne his private errors, yea to mulCt them | 
man amends, what is itbut buſie rrifling ? But though our care muſt beginat our 
; ſelves, it may not end there. Who but a Caine isnot his brothers keeper?Publike per- 


| Cannvt diſtinguiſh berwixt the care of his owne ſafety, andhis veffels:both drown at 
| 0nce,orat once ſalute the hayen. Ye magiſtrates(forin youſtand all our lower hopes) 


— 


ders us from health, but our will neither Goſpell,nor Grace, nor Glory,are ſhut up; 
only our hearts are not open. Let me turne my ſtile from you, to the ſecure, to the | 


v ill regard words, that care not for judgements? Let meerell them yer (if in vaine)|' 
they muſt breake, if they bownot : That iFmercy may be refuſed, yet vengeance] 
| cannot be reſiſted : that God can ſerve himſelfe of them perforce, neither to their} : 


b:'t an heap of unities? The more we deduce, the fewer we leave.O how happy were| 


with death! Till then alas,whact avyailes it to talke? While eyery man cenfures,and no} 
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on» are not ſo much their owne,as others are theirs. Who fits at the common ſtern, | 
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whom Cod hath on purpoſe, ina wiſe ſarrogation, fetupon earth to corre her 
| i _ 2-24." 
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en) diſorders, take to your ſelyes firme fore-heads, couragious hearts, hands bulie, and! \ 
not partiall ; ro diſcountenance ſhameleſſe wickednefle, to reſiſt the violent ſixay of 

| evils,to execute wholeſome lawes, with {tritnefſe, with refolurion. The 1word of the 

| 


ſpirit meets with ſachiron hearts, that it both enters not, and is rebated. Loe, it.ap-| 
peales to yourarme,to your aid.An earthen edge can beſt pierce this hardned earth: 
Ifiniquity dye not by your hands, we periſh. And ye ſonnes of Levigatherto your 
| Moſes in the gate of the Campe;conſecrate your hands ro God in this holy ſlaughrer 
of vice : Let your yoyce bee botha trumpet to incite, anda two-edged ſword to 
wound and kill.Cry downe finne in earneſt, andthunder our of that facred chaire of 
Moſes:and letyour lives ſpeak yet louder. Neither may the commonChriſtian ſit til] 
| and look on in filence:I am deceived,ifinthis cauſe God allow any man for private. 
| Here muſt be all aors,no witneſſes. His diſcreet admonitions, ſeaſonable reproofes, | | 
4 and prayers never unſeaſonable, beſides thepower of honeſt example, are expected 

as his due tribute to the common health: What ifwe cannot turne the ſtreame ? Yer 
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| wee muſt ſwim 2gainſtit : eyen without conqueſt, it is glorious to have reſiſted : in 
this alone they are enemies, that doe nothing. Thus, as one that delights more in 
amendment, than excuſe, I haye both cenſured and dire&ed. The favour of your 
| ſcntenceproceeds(T know)from your owne innocent uprightneſſe: So judge of | | 

my ſevere taxarion. It thall be happy for us, if we can at once excuſe and 

q ; diminiſh ; accuſe and redrefſe iniquity. Let but the ende- | 

i vour bee ours, the ſuccefſe ro Ged. 
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TO MOS 
N 


HIGH AND EXCELLESN 
PEREINGE Henar, PRINGE 
of Wares, Allhappineſſe. 
Moſt Gracious Prince : 

[exoenooregoce FAIEL Me 01 (wbiles 7 defireto be dutifull)ſecme| 
JA Ten EN importunaze,in mydedications. 7 now bring to| 
Wa Ep | your Highneſſe theſe my laſt, and perhaps 
TIS} 1f moſt mareriall Letters : wherein, if F miſtake 
Jy VRP (4s, bow eaſily are we deceived in our 
ozz252 5:25 09ne?) the pleaſure of the varietie ſhall flrive 
mth the importance of matter. T bere # no worldly thing, I con- 
feſſe, whereof 1 am more ambitious, than of 3our Highneſſes con-| 
tentment , which chat youplace in goouneſſe,is uot more your glory, 
' |chan our joy. Doe ſo ſtill, and heaven and earth ſhall agree to bleſſe 
 [you,aud us in you. For me,after this my officious boldneſſe, TI jhall 
betake my ſelfe in filence,to ſome greater worke wherein l may ap- 
prove my ſerviceto the ( burch,and to your Highneſſe,as ber ſecond 
| joy and care. My beart ſhall be alwayes,and upon all opportuni- 
ues,my tongue and penſball no leſſe gladly be devoted to my gra- 


| {cious «aſter, as one 


pany —_e  =——— 


Wa = 


Who rejoyce tobe your Highneſſes 
(though unworthy, yer) faithfull | 


and obſequious ſervant, 


los. Hau| 
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THE SYMME OF THE 
SEVERALL EPIST LES. 


Rn noone ICI iS Es — —— — OC ——— ——— 


E Þ. 

1. Tomy Lord B.of Bathe and Wes. 
Diſcourſing of the cauſes and meanes of the 
increaſe of Poperte. 

2, Tomy Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. | 
Shewing the differences of the preſent | 
Church from tbe Apeftolicall, aud necd- 


things. 


D ECAD. /. 


3. Tomy LadyMazxy Da nnr. | 


4, Tomy LadyHonorraHar. 


| Difſwadin 


Diſcourſing of the neceſsitie of Baptiſm ; 


and the eftate of thoſe which necefſarily 


wank it, 


5, ToSirRicnarDLEa. 
Diſcourſtng of the comfortable remedies of | 
fiiious. | 


aF d 
| 6. ToM.Pszr xa Mour1n, Preacher 
of the Church at Paris. 
| Diſcourſing of the late French occarents, 
| andwhas wſe God. expeils to be made of 


7. ToM'.,Tyomas Surrtow. 


lefnefſe of our conformitie thereto in af 
| 


Containing the deſcription of a Chriſtian, | 9, ToSirJounnHarrinGrTox, 
and 1s « bfox"5 from the worldling. | Diſcuſſing this Queſtion , 


| them. | 


EP. 
Exciting him, ana (in him) all others \ 20 
early and chcerefull beneficence : (hey. 
ing the nicefſitie and benefir of good 
workes. 

$. ToE.B. Dedicated to Sir Gz ox cx 
GoRAlINc. 
Remedies againſt dulneſſe and beartleſ- 
eſſe inour callings , and encouragenen;; 
x0 cheerefulnefſe in labour. 


Whether a man and Wife after ſome_ 

geares mutuall and loving fruition of 
each ether , may wpon con(ent , whether 
for ſecul2r, or religious cauſes, vow and 
performe a perpeeuall ſeparation from 
each ogheys bed,and abſolutely renounce al | 
carnall knowledge of each opher for ever, 

10. ToM®.Wirt.Knienr. 
Ewcomraging him to perfpſt in the holy 
calling of the 211inifterie ; which upon 
concert of bg inſutfficiencie, aud want of 
affeion, bee ſeemed inclining to forſake 
axd change, 


| Rae ne Mr 

an 

| 1. To my Lord D s xnv. 

| A particular account how our dayes are or 
ſhould be ſpent both common and holy. 
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To my Lord BiſhopofBarazandVVerLs. 


E e1srT. I. Diſcourſing of the cauſes and meanes of the increaſe of Popery. 
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Y what meanes the Romiſh Religion hath in theſe latter 
times preyailed ſo much over the world,(Right Reverend 
and Honourable)isa conſideration both weighty and uſe- 
full ; for hence may we frame onrſelyes either to preyenr, j 
or imitate them:to imitate them in what we may; or pre- | 
vent them in what they ſhould not. I meddle not wich the | 

Vee REM | meanesof their firſt rilings : the nunificence of Chriſtian 
1 as" &1*]| Princes,the honeſt devotions of well-meaning Contribu- | 
E553 50249 ters,the diviſion of the Chriſtian world, the buiic cnde- 
* === vyoursof forward Princes, for the recovery of the Holy- 
land, with negle&oftheir owne,theambitious infinuations of that Sea, the fxme and 
large dominion of thoſe ſeven hils ; 'the compacted indulgence and connivence of 
ſome treacherons,of other timorous Rulers; the ſhame!efle flatrery of Paraſites: the 
rude ignorance of Times; or if there beanny other of this kind: My thoughts and 
words ſhall be ſpentupon the preſent,and lateſt Age.Allrhe world knowes, how that 
pretended Chaire of Petertottered, and cracked, ſome threeſcore yeares agoe,threat- 
ning a ſpeedy ruine to her fearfull uſurper : How 1s it that ſt1ll it ſtands, and ſeemes 
now to boaſt of ome ſerlednefſe? Certainly,if Hell had not contrived anew fiwporrt, 
the Angell had long ſince ſaid, Ir 1s fallen,it is fallen; and the Merchants, Alas a'as, the 
[great Citie. The brood of that lame Zogola ſhall have this miſerable honour, without 
our envie ; that ifthey had not beene, Romehad not beene. By what meanes,it reſts 
now to enquire. Bon ns. Ef | 
Itisnot ſo much their zeale for falſhood ; which yet we acknowledge,and admire 
not: If Satan were not more buſje than they, we had foſt nothing. Their deſperate 
attempts, bold intruſ1ons,importunate ſollicitations, have not rerurned empry ; yet 
their policic hath done more than their force. Thar Popiſh world was then foule, 
anddebauched, as in doctrine, foin life ; and now began to be aſhamed of it ſelfe ; 
When theſe holy Fathers,as ſome Saints dropt out of heaven, fuddenly profefied an 
unuſuall ſtricnefſſe, ſad pietie, refolyed mortification;and ſodrew the eyes and hearts 
of men after them,that poore ſoulesbegan to thinke, it could not be other than di- 
| vine, which they taught ; other than holy,which they rouched. The very times (not 
ſeldome)give as great adyanrtage,asour owne belt ſtrength : andthe vices of others | 
give glory to thoſe which either are,or appeare vertuous. They faw how ready the 
world was to bite at the bait:;and now followed their ſacceſſe, withnew helps.Plenty 
of pretended miracles nut blefſe,on all fides, the endevours of this new Sect ; and 
cals for both approbarion,and wonder. Thoſe things by the report of their own pens 
(other witneſſes I ſee none) have beene done by the ten Patriarks of rhe Teftnriſh 
Religion, both alive and dead, which can hardly be matchedof hini,whoſe name they | 
have uſurped. And now the vulgar can fay,Iftheſe rhen were nat of God,they could 
doe tiothing : How caria man that isa ſinner doe fuch miracles?not diſtruſting either 
| |thefame, or the worke; but applauding the Authors, for what was ſaid to be 
\. [done.Bur now leſt the envie of the fat ſhould ſarpaſſe the wonder,they have learned 
|tocaſtthisglory upon their woodden Ladies, & to communicate the gaine unto the 
whole Religion : Two blocks at Hale and Scherpen beuvell , have ſaid and done more 
tor Poperie, than all Friers,ever ſince Francis mw hisbreecheson his head. But be- 
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| cauſe that praiſe is Fyect, which ariſes from the diſgrace ofa rivall; therefore this hg. |A | 
| ly ſocietic hath, beſides, ever wont to honour it ſelfe by the brokage of ſhamelefſe | 
| untrurhs againſt the adverſe part ; not caring how probable any report is, but how | 
| odious-A juſt volume wouldnot containe thoſe willing lies , wherewith they haye 
purpoſely loadedReligion, andus; thar the multirude might firſthare us, and then 
inquire : and theſe courſesare heldnort rollerable, but meritorious. So the end may 
| be attained, all meanes are Juſt ; all wayes ſtrait. Whom we may, we ſatisfie : bur 
wounds once given are hardly healed without ſome ſcarres: and commonly accufg. | | 
tionsare vocall, Apologies dumbe. How eafie isit to make any cauſe good, if we may | 
take libertie of rongue and conſcienee? Yerleſt ſome glimpſe of our truth and inn. 
cence ſhould perhaps lighten the eyes of fome more inquiſttive Reader, they haye þ 
ſtrict prohibitions, whether of books,or conference, reſtrained all poſſibilitie of true 
informations: Yea their owne writings , wherein our opinions are reported with |B 
confutation,are not allowed tothe common view ; leſt if it ſhould appeare what wee | | 
hold. our meer opinion ſhould prevaile morethan their ſubtileſt anſwer. But aboye 
all.the reſtraint of Gods booke hath gained them moſt : If that might be in the hands 
| of men. their religion could not be in their hearts; nov, the concealment of Scrip. | | 
| : 5 : - . 
tures breeds ignorance, and ignorance ſuperſtition.But becauſe forbiddance doth but : 
| wher deſire,and work? aconceit of ſome ſecret excellence in things denyed, there- 
forc have they deviſed to affright this dangerous curiofitie, with that cruel], burcher- 
ly,helliſh Inquiſion; wherein yer there is not lefſe craft rhan violence. For fince the 
| have perceived the blood of: Martyrs to be bur the feed of the Church.and that theſe 
| perfumes are more diſperſed with beating; they have now learned to murder with- 
out noiſe,and to bring forth(ifar leaſt they liſt ſometimes to make the people privy 
to ſome examples of terrour)not men, but carcafſes, Behold,the conſtant confeſſions |C 
| of the dy ing Saints, have made them weary of pubbke executions : none bur bare 
| wals ſhall now teſtifie the courage and faithof our happy Martyrs. A diſguiſedcorpſe 
| is onely brought forth to the multitude;either for laughter,or feare. Yetbecaulſe the 
| | very dead ſpeake for truth inaloud ſilence, theſe ſpeftacles are rare; and the prayes | 
| of heretikesare become as cloſe as their death. 
| | Yetleſt (ſince neither living mouthes,nor faithfull pens may be ſuffered to inſinu- 
| ate any truth)thofe ſpeeches thould perhaps be received fromthe Ancients, whichin| | 
us were hereticall; the monuments of unpartiallantiquitie muſt be deprayed:all wit- | 
neſſes that might ſpeake againſt themmuſtbe corupted, with a fraudulent violence; | | 
and fome of thempurged co the death.Sowhilesare debarred, and the Ancients al- 
| tered, poſterity ſhall acknowleage no adverſary. _S 
| \ Wharſhould1 ſpeak of thoſe plauſible deyices,which they have invented,to make |Þ 
ſuperſtitious and fooliſh Proſelytes? Their proud vaunts of antiquitte,univerſalinie, 
fucceſſion,and the name of their fore-farhers,do notonely perſwade, bur amaze and 
beſot an ignorant heart. The glorious ſhewes of their proceſſions, the gaudy orna- 
ments of their Altars,the pompe & magnificence of the places,and manner of their 
Services,the triumphs oftheir great Feſtivals,are enough to bewitch any childiſh, 
ſimple,or yaine beholders. Who knowes notthat nature 1s moſt led by ſenſe ? Sure, 
| | children and fooles(fuch as are all naturall men)cannot be of any other Religion. 
| Beſides all theſe, their perſorall underſtandings,what for cunning, what for bold- 
neſſe,could promiſe nothing but ſucceſſe, they can transforme rhemſelves into all 
| ſhapes, and in theſe falſe formesthruſt themſelves into all Courts, and companies; 
not oftner changing their habir,than their name. They cantake the beſt opportuni- | | 
ties to worke upon thoſe which are either moſt unable to reſiſt, or moſt like to be-|E 
ſtead them. That I may not ſpeake of the wrongs of unſeaſonable travell; wherein | | 
| many unſetled heads have met dangers,and ſollicitederrors, who like fond and idle | 
Dinahs going abroad to gaze, have been raviſhedere their returne. Never was any 
bird ſolaid for by the nets and cals of the fowler, as thegreatheire of fome noble | | 
family,or ſome fiery wit,is by theſe impoſtors, They know that greatneſſe is both 
: | lawlefſe and commandirig,if not by precepr, yet by example : their very filence is 
| perſwaſory,and imperious. Bur alas for that other ſex : Still the Devill begins with 
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329 | 
A|E ve; ſtillhis aaulr 1s ſtrongeſt where 15 weakeſt rcliſtance, Simon Mag had his He- | | 
| |lenz, Nichols the Deacon had his choros feMineos, (as Hierome cals them) Marcion had | ;1 
 |his Fattoreſſe at Romer; Appefes his Philumens, Montanm his Priſcaand Maxin ifliz, ar- 
ric his Conſlaxtines filter, Donitws his Lucilla,E pidins his Agape, Priſeitianu: bis Galfa: 
and our Jeſuires have their painted Ladies(not dead,bur living)both for objetts,anq ? 
inſtruments. When they ſaw they cold not blow up religion with French. powder 
into Heaven,they now try by this Moabiriſh plot to finke it downe to Hell. Thoſe 
filly women,which are laden withſins, and divers luſts, muſt now be the ſtales of | 
their ſpirituall fornication : But for that theſe enterpriſes want not danger, thar 
| | both parts may ſecurely ſucceed, behold publique liberrie of diſpenfarions, whether 
for diſſembled religion,or not unprofitable filthineſſe. Theſe meancs are ( like the 
Authors)diſhoneſt, and godlefſe. Adde ( if vou pleafe) hereto, thoſe which pretend 
B | more innocent policie : their common dependances uf on one Commander, their 
incelligencesgiven,their charges receiyed , their rewards and honours ( perhaps of | 
| the Calender,perhaps ofa red Hat)duly conferred. Neither may the leaſt helpe be 
[aſcribed to the conference of ſtudies ; (the conjoyned labours ofwhole Socictics di- 
reed ro one end,and ſhrowded under the title of one Author) to large maintenan- | 
ces.raiſed trom the death-beds of ſome guilty benefattors : from whence flow borh 
| | infinite numbers,and incomparable helps,of Students. Under which head, for the | | 
| |rime paſt,not a few are moved by the remembrance of the bounrecus hoſpirality of 
thereligious ; who having ingrofſed the world to themſelycs, ſeemed libera'l in gi- | 
ving ſome thing ; like unto ſome yain-glorious theeves; which having robbed weal- | 
thy Merchants, beſtow ſome pence upon beggers. Further, the ſmothering, if noc 
compoſing of their frequent ſtrifes,and confining of brawles wichin their own thre- 
C 'ſholds , with the nice menaging of their knowne oppoſitions, hath won many igno-« 
| rant friends. Laſtly,the excellent correſpondence of their doCtrines unto nature, hath | 
{been their beſt ſolliciror. We have examined particulars ina former Epiſtle:wherein 
we have made it evident, that Popery affects nothing but to make Nature either 
proud,or wanton : it offers difficulties, but carnall ; and ſach as the greateſt lover of | 
himſelfe would eaſily embracefor an advantage. That we may therefore ſumme up 
all;I need nor accule our careleſnes, indifferency,idlenefſe, looſe carriage;in all which, 
would God we had not aided them,and wronged our ſelves ; nor yet their zeale and 
forwardnes, worſe meanes are guilry of their gaine.In ſhort, the faire outſide which 
they ſet upon Religion, which ſure is the beſt they have, if not all; their pretended 
| |miracles,wilfull untruths,ſtrait prokibicions,bloudy and ſecret inquiſitions,deprava- | 
tionsof ancient witneſſes, expurgation of their owne,gay and gariſh ſights, glorious | 
D| ticles,crafty changes of names, ſhapes, habits, conditions ; infinuationsto the grear, 
oppugnation of the weaker ſex; fallhood of anſwers, and oathes, diſpenſations for 
| innes,uniting of forces,concealing of differences, largeneſſe of contributions, mul- 
tirade ofators, and meanes, accordances to mens naturall diſpoſitions : Where we 
on rhe contrary care not to ſeeme, but to be,diſclaime miracles, dare not ſavethelife | 
of Religion with a lie; give free ſcopeto all pens,toall tongues, to all eyes: ſhed no | 
bloud for Religion : ſuffer all Writers to ſpeake like themſelves; ſhew nothing bur 
poore fimplicitie in our devotions; goe ever, and looke, as weeare; tcach the | 
truth right-downe in an honeſt plainnefſe, take no vantage of imbecillitie : 
Fweare true , though wee die; give no hope of indulgence for evill; ſtudy each | 
retired to himſelfe, and the Muſes;publiſh our quarrels,and aggravate them; anger | 
nature,and conquer it.Such gaine ſhall be gravell in their throats: ſuch loſſes tous(in 
E |ournot daring to ſinnc)ſhall be happie and victorious; in allother regarcis are both | 
blame-worthy,andrecoverable. What dulnefle is this? Have we ſichaKing, asin | 
theſe liſts of Controverſy,may dare tograpple with chargreat infallible Vicar, for his | 
| |triple Crowne ; ſuch Biſhops, as may juſtly challenge the whole Conſiſtory of Rome + 
| [ſo many learned Doftors, and Divines,as no Nation under heaven, more ;ſoflouri- 
thing Uniyerſiries,as Chriftendome hath none ; ſuch bleſſed opportuniries, ſuch in- 
couragements ; and now when we wantnothing elſe, ſhall we be wanting to our ; 
| | (elves? Yea,above all theſe, the God ofheayen favours us; and doe we languiſh? The | 
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DECAD. V. 


cauſe is his, and in ſpight of the gates of hell ſhall ſucceed, thovgh we were nor : our | 
negle& may ſlacken the paſe of truth, cannot ſtay the paſſage. VVhy are we notas| | 
buſie, as ſabtile, morereſolute? Such ſpirits , and ſuch hands as yours (Reverend | 
 Lord)muſt pur life into the cold breaſts of this frozen generation, andraife them yp 
ro ſich thoughtsand endeyours,as may make the emulation of ouradverfaries equa]| 


to their enmitie. 


LHSSANSSEESHGSTFIHISFRTTSNRRHISSSASANALS 


— CILLA 
Tomy Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
E re. II. S hewt ng the diff CYENS of the preſent '* barch from the Apoſto! zeal, and needleſneſſe 


of our conformitie thereto in all things. 


; Honourable) which would call backe all circumſtances to their firſt patterns.The 
Spouſc of Chriſt hath been ever clothed with her owne rites : and as apparell, ſo 
Religion hath her faſhions, variable according toages and places. To reduce vs to 
| the ſame obſervations which were in Apoſtolicall uſe, were no betrer than totie us 
to the ſandals of the Diſciples,or ſeameleſſe coat of our Saviour. In thele caſes, they 
did what we need not : and we may,what they did not : Gud meant us no bondage 
in their example : their Canons bind us, whether for manners,or ceCtrine, not their 
Ceremonies. Neither Chriſt, vor his Apoſtles, did all things for zmitarion : I ſpeake 
| not of mir:culous afts. We need not be ſilent beforea Judge,as Chriſt was ; we need 
pot rake a towel,and gird our ſclves,& waſh our ſeryants feet, as Chriſt d1d;we need 
not make tents for our living,as Pal; nor goe armed as Perer; nor carry about our 
wives,as he,and the other Apoltles. I acknowledge the ground, not onely of ſepa- 
ration, but Anabapriſme. ard wonder that theſe conceirs Coe not anſwer themſelyes, 
ho can chuſe bur ſee a manifeſt difference betw'ixt the ſc I awes, which Chriſt and 
his great Ambaſſadors made for eternal]! uſe,and thoſe ritua!) matters , which were 
co::nnedro place and time ? Every Nation, every perſon ſires that obſerves not 
thoſe ; Thele for the moſt part,are not kept ofthe moſt ; ard are as well left without 
finae by us,as nſed without preſcriprion or necefſitic by the Authors. Scme ofthem 
ve cannot doe : others we need not :; VVhich ofus can caſt out divels by command? 
VVhocan cure the ſicke by ointment, and impoſition of hands? The Diſciples cid 
it All thoſe atts which proceeded from ſupernaturall priviledge, ceaſed with their 
| cauſe : who now dare undertake to continue them ? Unlefſe perhaps ſome told Pa- 
piſts,»»ho have brought in grofſe Magicke , in ſtead of miraculous authoritie ; and 
dawbe yery carcaſes in ſtead of healing diſeaſes. There be more yet which we r.ced 
not doe. VVharneed we to chuſe Miniſters by lot ? what ne«cd weto diſclaime all 
peculiaritic in goods ? VVhat need wee to Chriſten in rivers; or t6 meet upon 
| their banks ? V Vhat need we toreceive Gods Supper after our owne> VVhatto 
 leane in cachothers boſorne white we receive it? What to abhorre leaven in that 
holy Bread 2 What to celebrate love-feaſts npon the recejr > What to abſtaine from 
all ſtrangled and bloud ? What to depend upon a maintenarce arbitrarie, ar.duncer- 
taine? VVhat to ſpend our dayes in aperperuall pererration, asnot onely the Apo- 
{tles,but the Prophets and Evangeliſts ſome ages after Chriſt > VV oſoever would 
| 1mpoſe all theſe on us, hee ſhonld ſurely make us, not the ſonnes, but the Caves 
of the Apoſtles. Gods Church neverher ſelfe in ſuch ſervile tearmes; yea Chriſt him- 
| ſelfe gave at firſtſome precepts of this nature, which hereverſed ere long : whenhe 
| fentthe Diſciples to preach, he charges : Take not gold, nor filver, ror money in 
; your girdles ; afterwards /zd.zt carried the bagge. He charges, not to take ſo much as 
a ſtafte; yerafter behold two ſwords: ſhowld the Diſciples have held their Maſter to 
hisownerule? ls it neceffary, that what he once commanded, ſhould be obſerved al- 
| WAYES ? The very next Age totheſe Chriſtian Patriarks, neither would nor durſt have 
{omnch varied her rites, or augmented them; fit had found it ſelfe tied either to 
ma or xind: As yetit was pure, chaſte, and (which was ground of all) rect 
= ted. 


| Hou not to ſay,thoſe men are but ſaperſtitiouſſy curious (Right Reverend,and 
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| s | red. The Church of Rome diſtribured the facramentall Bread : the Church of Alexan- 
| 4rizpermitted the people to take it : the Churches. of Africkeand Rome, mixed their \ |. |. 00 

| 'holy Wine with water ; other colder Regions dranke it pure. Some kneeled in their "F048 
| |praters, others fell proſtrate; and ſome liftedup eyes, hands, feet rowards heayen : Wt. 
' |ſome kept their Eaſter according to-the Jewiſh uſe, the fourteenth of March; the ' | © 
b 9 * Nieen! a eoh: | 4 | "Y. IE... 100), SPATE 
| 10 rench(as Nicephorms)the eight of the Calends of Aprill, ina ſet ſolemnitie': the  \ {4:2 Bn 
| |Church of Romethe Sunday afcer the fourteenth Moone ; which yet (as Socrates truly Wh | 
| [write3) was never reſtrained by any Goſpell, by any Apoſtle. That Romiſh Victor 
| {overcame theother world in this point,with too muchrigour ; whoſe cenſure there- | 
| {fore ofthe Aſian Churches wasjuſtly cenſured by renews, What ſhould I ſpeake of 
their difference of faſts? There can ſcarce be more varietie in dayes, or meats. It hath 
; [ever beenethus ſeene, according roour Arſelmes rule, that the multitude of different | 
rg {ceremonies in all Churches, hathjuſtly commended their unitte in faith. The French 
Divines preach coyered , (upon the ſame rule which required the Corinthians tobe 
uncozered) we bare : The Dutch fit atthe Sacrament, we kneele; Genza uſeth wafers, 
| lwelcavened bread; they common veſtures in Divine Service, we peculiar : each is | 
| 
= 
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free:: no one doth either blame, or over-rule others. I cannot but commend thoſe 
very Novatian Biſhops (though it is a wonderany precedent of peace ſhould fall from 
Schiſmaticks) who meeting in Councell rogerher, enatedrhat Canon of indifferen- 
ci2, when the Church was diſtrated with the differences of her Paſchall ſolemnities: 
| ]concluding, how inſufficient this cauſe was to diſquiet the Church of Chriſt. Their | | 
| lowne iffuc Cour Separatiſts) will needs be unhke them in good ;, and ftrive roafur- 
| {ther diſtance from peace : whiles ina conceit not leffe idle, than ſcrupulous, they 
| preſſe usto an uniforme conformirie in our faſhions to the Apoſtles. Their owne 
'C [pratice condemnes them : they call for ſome, and yet keepe not all : yer the fame | 
reaſon inforces all,that pleads for ſome : and that which warrants the forbearance of 
ſome, holds for all. Thoſe tooles which ſerve for the foundarion, are not of uſe for | 
the roofe. Yea the great maſter-builder choſe thoſe workmen for the firſt ſtones, 
which he meant not to imploy in the walls. Doe we not ſee all Chriſts firſt agents 
extraordinary ; Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Prophets, Propherefſes? See we not fiery and 
| [cloven tongues deſcending? What Church eyer ſince boaſtedofſuch founders, of ſuch 

\meanes? Why would God begin with thoſe which he meant not to continne ; but 
ro ſhew us we may not alwayes looke for one face of things? The nurſe feeds and tends 
her child at firit ; afterward he is undertaken by the diſcipline of a Tutor : muſt he be 
| |alwayesunderrhe ſpoone, and ferule, becauſe he began fo? If he have good breeding, 
| [it matters not by whoſe hands. Whocan denie, that we have the ſubſtance ofall thoſe 
'D! royall lawes, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles left to his Church ; What doe we now 
| | thus importunarely catching arſhadowes? If there had beene a neceſlitie of having 
what we want, or wanting what we have , letus not fo farre wrong the wiſdome and 
perfetion of the Law-giver, as to thinke he wonldnot have injoyned that, and for- : 
bidden this. His filence in both argues his indifferencie, and callsfor ours ; which | 
while it is not peaceably entertained, there is clamour without profit, malice with- | 
qut caule, and (trife without end. 


| Tomy Lady Manxy Denny. 
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Ee. 111. Containing the deſcription of a Chriſtian, and hs differences from the worldling, 
EF] MADAM: or 


T is true, that worldly eyes can ſee no difference betwixt a Chriſtian and another 

| Jum : the out-ſide of both 15 made of one clay, and caſt in one mould; bothare 
inſpired with one common breath : Outwardevents diſtinguiſh theminot ; thoſe 
God never made for evidences of love or hatred.So the ſenſes can perceive no ditfe- 
rence betwixt the reaſonable ſoule,and that which informes rhe bealt : yer ci foule 

knowes there is much more, than berwixt their bodies. The ſame holds inthis:Faff 

ſees more inward difference, than the eye ſees ourward reſemblance. This point 1s | 
not 
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| Hell is,and in regard of both, what himſelfe is. When he hath well ſmarted under the 


not more high | 
2 Chriſtian : You thar have felt ic,can ſecond me with your experience; and fupp!y | 


| courſes, puts himſelfe(through the motions of Gods Spirit)to ſchoole unto the Lazy, 


DECAD. V. 


than materiall : which that it may appeare,ler me ſhew whar it is to be 


——— 


the defe&sof my diſcourſe. He isthe living temple ofthe living God, where the Dej- 


tie is both reſidentand worſhipped. The higheſt thing ina man is his owne ſpirit; | 


bur ina Chriltian the Spiric of God, which is the God ct ſpirits. Nograceis wanting 
in bim:and thoſe which there are,want not ſtirringup. Eoth his heart and his hang; 
are cleane: All his outward purity flowes from within:;neither doth heframe his ſoul 
to counterfet good ations; but out of his holy diſpoſition comrrandsand produces 
them,inthe light of God. Let us begin with his beginning &terch the Chriſtian out 
of this nature,a5another 4Abraþ im from his Chaldea ; whiles the worldling lives and 
dies, in nature, out of God. The true convert therefore, afterhis wilde and ſecure 


there he learnes what he ſtould have done,whathe con!d not Co, what he hath done. 
what he hath deſerved. Theſe lefſons coſt him many a ſtr] pe,and many a teare,andnot 
more griefe than terror : for thisſharp maſter makes him feele what fin 1s, and whar 


whip of this ſevere Uſher,and is made vile enough in himſclfe, than 15 he led pp into 
che higher ſchoole of Chriſt, and there taught the comfortable leffons of grace; there 
he learnes what belongs toa Saviour, what one he is, what he hath done, ard for 
whom, how he became ours, we his : and now finding himſclte in a true ſtate of dan- 
ger,of humility,ofneed,of deſire,of fitneſſe for Chriſt, he brings home to himſelfe 
all that hc 1:arnes.and what he knowes, he applies. His former Tutor he feared, thi; 
he loveth:that ſhewed him his wounds, yea, made them; this binds and heales them: 
that killed him ; thEjs ſhewes him life, and leads him to it. Now at once he hates him- 


his moſt precious faith,whereby he appropriates, yea irgroſſes Chriſt Jefus to him- 


f 
| 


{}fe,d. fies Saran, truſts to Chriſt, makes account both of pardon and glory. Thisis 


ſelfe: whence he is juſtified from his finnes, purified from his corruptions, eſtabliſhed 
in his reſoJution5s,comforted in his doubts,defended againſt temptations, overcomes 
all his enemics. Which vertue,as it is moſt imployed,and moſt oppoſed, ſo carriesthe 
moſt care from the Chriſtian keart,that it be ſound, lively, growing : ſound,not rot- 
|ter,not hollow, not preſumptuous : ſound in the at; not a ſuperhiciall conceit, buta 
| rrue,deepe, and ſenſible apprehenſion: an apprehenſion,not ofthe braine, bur ofthe 
' heart ; and of the heartnot approving,or afſenting,bur truſting and repoſing. Sound 

in the obje&,none bur Chriſt : he knowes, thatno friendſhip in heaven can doe him 


good, without this ; The Angels cannot ; God willnot: Yebeleevein the Father,be- 
leeve alſo in me. 


_ 


I 
Al 


Lively ; for it cannot give life,unlefſe it have life; the faith that is not fruitful!, 1: 
dead : the fruits of faith are good works ; whether inward, within the roofe of the 
heart,as love,awe,ſorrow.,pietie,xeale, joy,and the reſt; or outward towards God,or 


—_—TTI— 


our brethren: obedience andſervice tothe one:tothe other relic fe and beneficence: 
Theſehe beares inhis time ; ſomerimes all, but alwayes ſome. 

Growing: true faith cannotſtand ſtill; bar as it is fruitfull in works, fo itincreaſeth 
ig degrees: fromalirtle ſeed jt proves a large plant, reaching from earth to heaven, 
andfrom one heayen to another : eyery ſhower and every Sun addes ſomething to it. 
Neither 1s this grace ever ſolitarie, but alwayes attended royally : forhe that beleeves 


| what a Saviour he hath, cannot burtloye him ; and he that loves him, cannot bur hate 


wharſocyer may diſpleaſe him;cannor but recjoyce in him,and hope toenjoy him,and 
deſire to enjoy his hope, and contemne all thoſe yanities which he once defired and 


| 
PET. 
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ew 
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enjoyed. His mind now ſcorneth to grovell upon earth. bur ſoarcth up tothe things 
aboue, where Chriſt ſirsat the right hand of God, and after it hath ſcene what is done 


\in heaven, lookes ſtrangely upon all worldly things. He dare truſt his faith abouc his 
reaſon, and ſenſe : and hath learned to weane his appetite from craving much. He 


ſtands in awe of his owne conſcience, and dare no more offend it, than rot diſpleaſe 
hunſclfe. He feares not his enemies, yet negle&s them not ; equally avoiding ſecu- 
rity, and timorouſneſſe, He ſees him thar is inviſible; and walks with him awfully, 


familiarly. He knowes what he is borneto, and therefore digeſts the miſeries of his 
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wardſhip. 
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wardſhip, with patience : he findes more comfort 1n his afflictions,than any worldling 
in pleaſures. And as hc hath theſe gracesro comfort him within, ſo hath hethe An- 
gels toatrend him without ; ſpirits better than his owne ; more powerfull, more gio- | 
rious: Theſe beare him in their armes, wake by his bed, keepe his ſoule while he 
hath it, and receive it when it leayes him. Theſe are ſome preſent differences: the 
eateſt are furure ; which could nor be ſo great, if themſelves were not witnefle; no| | 
lefſe than berwixt heaven and hell, rorment and glory, an in corruptible crowne, and | | {1 IIS 
fire unquenchable. Whether Infidelsbeleeve theſe things or no, we know them: ſo | LBS!!! | 
ſhall they, but roo late. What remaines þpt that we applaud our ſelves in this happi- | 088 
neſſe, and walke on cheerily inthis heavenly profeſſion ? acknowledging thar God \ ti: 408 
could not doe more for us; and that wecannot doe enough forhim. Ler others boaſt |, ORG 
(as your Ladiſhip might with others)of ancient and Noble Houlcs, largepatrimonies, | |, RIOT 
or dowries, honorable commands; orhers of famous names, high and envied hanours, | WT 361! (6 
or the favours of the greateſt; others of valouror beauty, or tome perhaps ofeminent | WE $1 
tearning and wit; it ſhall beour pride that we are Chriſtians. - | RES 
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Tomy Lady Honor1a Har. Hil 

Ee.IV. DFto.»rſiug of theneceſſity of Baptiſme; id rhe ejt ate of choſe which neceſſarily want it  LOR'Y 

MADAM: | |} 

| M: thinks children ar? like teeth, troubleſome both in the breeding, and lo- | |. A848 
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ſig, and oftentimes painfull white rhey ſtand: yer ſuch, as we neither 
would, nor can well be without. I go? not about to comfort you thus late, 
c|for your lofle, I rather congratwate your wiſe moderation and Chriſtian care of theſe 
firſt ſpiritual privileges deſiring onely to farisfie youin what you heard as awit- | 
nefle; not inwhat you needed asamother. Children arethe blefiingsof Parents, and | | 
Baptiſme is the bleſſing of children, and parents: wherein rhere1s not onely uſe, bur | | 
neceſſitie ; necefitie, not in reſpe& ſo much of the end, as of the precept : God hath 
enjoyned it, to the comfort of parents,and behoofe of children : which therefore, as 
it maynot be ſuperſtiriouly haſtened, fo not negligently deferred. That the con- 
rempt of baptiſme damneth, is paſt all doubt ; but that the conſtrained abſence there- 
of, ſhould ſend infants to hell, is a cruell raſhneſle. Ir 1s not their {inne todie early; 
death is apuniſhment, not an offence ; an ee of (inne, nota cauſe of torment;they 
want nothing bur time; which they could not command. Becauſe they coaldnot | 
live a while longer, that therefore they ſhowld die everlaſtingly, 1sthe hard ſentence 
7| of a bloody religion. Iam onely forie, that fo harſh an opinion ſhouldbe graced 
with the name ofa Father, ſo reverend, ſo divine : whoſe ſentence yer let no man 
plead by halves. He who held it unpoſlible tor a child robe ſaved unlefle the baprif- 
mall water were powred on his face, held italfo as unpoſſible, for the fame Infant, 
unleſſe the ſacramenrall btead were received into his mouth. There 1s the ſame 
| [ground for both, rhe ſame error in both, a weakneſle fit for torgerfulneſſe; ſee yer 
how ignorant, or ill-meaning poſterity, could (ingle out one halte of the opinion for 
truth, and condemne the other of falſhood. In ſpight of whom, one part ſhall eafily 
convince the other ; yea, withour all force : ſince borh cannot ſtand, both will fallto- 
gether, for company. The fame mouth, which ſaid, Unleſie ye be borne againe of | 11.1 LO BIECMY 1 
water, and the Holy Ghoſt, ſaid alſo, Except ye cat the fleſh of the Sonne of Man, |. : 1124 ES 3 
and drinke his blood : an equall neceſſitie of both. And leſt any thould plead diffe- ' -- 43008 
E {rent interpretations, the ſame S. Auſtin averres thisarer opinion alſo, concerning BEEN! | 
the neceſſary communicating of children, to haye beene once the common judge- | + JE 
| [ment ofthe ChurchofRome ; A ſentence ſodifpleaſing, that you ſhall find the me- | 41-14; 0008 
mory of it noted with a blacke coale, and wip'tour in that infamous bill of Expurga- | | 14 8 "T0 
tions, Had the ancient Church held this deſperate ſequele, what ſtrange,and yerwil-| 
full cruelty-had it beene in them, to deferre baptiſme a whole yeare long : rill Ea-| {ny 
el, of that Sunday, which hath his name (I thinke) from the white robes of the, F - | + T8008 
aprtiſed 2? | _ 4 6 ROAR 
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Yea whatan adyenture was it in ſome, to adjourne it till their age (wi th C onſtan- At 
tine) ifbeingunſare of their life, they had beene fure the prevention of dearh would | 
1 have inferred damnation ? Looke unto that legall Sacrament of circumciſion, which | 
| (contrary to the fancies ofour Anabapriſts) directly anſwers this Evangelicall, Be. | 
tore the cighth day,they could nor be circumciſed: before the cighth day they might | | 
die. Ifdyingthe ſeventh day , they were neceffarily condemned: either the wang 
ofa day 15a finne; or God ſometimescondemnethnot for finne* Neither of them 
poſlible,neitheraccording with the juſtice ofthe Law-giver.Orif from this parillet, 
| you pleaſe to looke either toreaſon or example, the caſe 1s cleere Reaſon : NO man 
thathath faith, can be condemned, for Chriſt dwelsin our hearts by faith : and he jn 
whom Chriſt dwels, cannot be a reprobare.Now it 1s poſſible a man may have aſz- | 
| ving faith, before bapriſmme: Abraham thirſt belecved to juſtification : then after recej.-. 
| ved the ſigne of circumciſion, asa ſeale of the righteouſnelle of that faith, which he | 
had when he was uncircumciſed : Therefore ſome dying before their baptiſme, ma 
yea muſt be ſayved.Neirher was Abrahams caſe fingular ; he was the Father of allthem 
alſo, which beleeve, not being circumciſed : thele, as they are his Sonnes in faith, | 
| | inrighteouſheſſe, ſo in ſalvation : uncircumciſion cannot hinder;where faith admit- 
|  terh ; Theſe following his ſtepsof beleefe before the Sacrament, ſhall doubtleſſe reſt 
| in his boſome, without the Sacrament ; without ir, asfarally abſent, not as willingly 
negle&ed.It isnotthe water, but the faith:not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, 
| (faith S.Perer) but the ſtipulation ofa good conſcience; for who takes Baptiſine | | 
| without afull faith (faith Hierom) takes the water, takes not the ſpirit, Whenceis | 
this ſo great vertue of the water, that it ſhould touch rhe body,and cleanſe the hearr, 
| \(Girh Aufin) unleſſe by the power of the word, not fpoken but beleeved? Thuu | 
| ſceſt water ((aith Ambreſe,) every water heales not, that water onely heales which |C 
hath the grace of God annexed; Andiftherebe any grace in the water (nn Baſil )it 
isnot ofthe nature of the water, but of the preſence ofthe Spiric.Baptiſme is indeed 
j as Saint Ambroſe ſtiles it, the pawne and1mageof our reſurrettion , yea (as Baſil) the | 
| power of God to reſurreCtion : but(as /gnatius expoundsthis phraſe aright)belceving 
[1n his death, we are by baptiſme made partakers of his reſurreion.Baptiſme there- 
fore withour faith cannot ſayea man, and by faith doth fave him : and faith without 
baptiſme (where it cannot be had ; not where it may be had, and is conremned) may 
ſave him : That ſpirit which works by meanes, will notbetyed to meanes. 
Examples.Caſt your eyes upon that good theefe ; good inhis death, though in his| | 
life abominable:he wasneyer waſhed in Jordan, yet is receivedinto Paradiſe;hisfoule| 
| was foule with rapines, and injuſtice, yea bloody with murders:and yetbeing ſcoured 
| only with the blood ofhis Saviour,not withwarter of bapriſme, iris preſentedglorious|Þ 
ro God. fay nothing ofthe ſoules of Traian, and Falcorella, meere heathens, living 
and dying without Chriſt, without baptiſme:which yer their honeſt Legend reports 
] robe deliveredfrom hell, tranſported toheaven, not ſomuch as Korched in Purgato- 

\ ry: The one by the prayers of Gregory,the other of Tecla.Whar partiality is this, tode- 
ny thattothe childrenof Chriſtians, which they grant to knowne Infidels? The pro- 
{ miſe is made tous, and our ſeed:not tothoſe that are withour the pale of the Church. 
|} Thoſe innocents which were maſſacred for Chriſt, are by them canonized for Saints, | 
be and make one day in their Kalendar (each yeare) both holy, and diſmall;whereofyet 
ſcarce any lived toknow water, none to know baptiſme. Yea, all Martyrs are here pri- 
vileged ; whoare Chriſtened in their owne blood, in ſtead of water : but where hath 
God ſaid, All thatdie without bapriſine, ſhall die for ever, except,muartyrs ; why not, 
except beleevers 2? It is faith that gives life ro Martyrs; which F; they ſhould want, E| 
their firſt death could notavoid the ſecond. Ambroſe doubted not to ſay, his Falentini-| | 
anwas baptiſed becauſe he deſired it;not becauſe he had it:he knew the mind of God; | 
who accounts us to have whar we unfainedly wiſh.Children cannot hive todefire bap-| 
tiſme:if their Parents defireit for them;why may not the deſire of others be theirs,as | | 

well as (according to Azftins opinion ) the faith of others belecving, and the mouth 
' of others confeſling? In theſe caſes therefore, of any ſoulesbut our owne, it is ſafe to | 
{uſpend,and dangerous topaſle judgement. Secrerthings to God He that made all| | 
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heavie to the de:th: ſee you the worldling merry, ſoft, delicate, perfumed, never 


BEFI19T. 
ſoutes,knowes what to doe with them, neither will make us of counſell : Bur if we 
define either way,the errors of charitie are inoffenſive. We mutt honor rood means 
and uſe chem,andin their neceſſary want depend upon him,who can work, beyond, 
without,agaiſt meanes. ? 
Thus haveI endevoured your Ladiſhips fatisfaCtion in what you beard, not with- 
out ſome ſcruple. Ifany man ſhallblame my choyce introubling you with a thorny 
and fcholaſticall diſcourſe, let him know that I have learned this faſhion of Saint 
Hieromethe Oracle of Antiquity, who was wont to entertaine his Pa:s{z and Exftochi- 
um, Aarcella, Principia, Hedibia,andother devout Ladies, with learned canvaſes of the 
deepe points of Divinitie. This 15 not fo perplexed, that itnecdrooffend :nor ſoun- 
neceſſary, that it may be unknowne. 


SFCCSSICHISCCIOSESITHTSSISTSCSHESOGES SHES 
ToSirRicnuaRD L « a,fincedeceaſed. 


E ers T., V, Diſconrſpag of the comfortable remedies of all of lilious. 

V 7 Iſe men ſeek remedies before their diſcale : ſenſible patients, when they begin 

| to complaine : fools,too late. Aﬀictionsare the common maladies of Chrilki 
ans : Theſe you feel,and upon the firſt groanes ſeeke for eaſe. Wherefore ſerves the 
roague of the learned, but to ſpeake words in ſeaſon? I ama Schollar of thoſe that can 
| comfort you : If you ſhall, with me,take out my leflons, neirherof us ſhall repent ir. 
You ſmart and complaine : take heed leſt too much. There isno affliction not grie- 
vous: the bone that was diſ-joynted,cannot be ſet right without paine. No portion 
can cureus,if it worke not : it works not.cxcept it make us ficke : we are contented 
with that ſicknefſe, which is the way tohealth. There is a ycxation without hurtsfach 
is this: Weare afflited,not oyer-preſſcd; needy,not deſparare ; perſecuted, nor for- 
faken ; caſt downe,but periſh not. Mow ſhould we,when all the evill ina Citie comes 
from the providence of 2 good God ; which can neither be impotent, nor unmerci- 
full? Itis the Lord : let him doe what he will. Woe were us if evilscould come by 
chance ; or were let looſe toalight where they liſt ; now they are oyer-ruled ; weare 
ſafe. The deſtiny of our ſorrowes is written in heaven by a wiſe and eternal] decree: 
Behold, he that hath ordained, moderates them. A faithfull God, that pives an iffue 
with the tentation : Anifſue, both of their end, and their ſuccefſe. He chides nor al- 
wayes,much lefſe ſtriketh. Our light afflictions are but for a moment : not long, in 
reſpect of our vacancy,andreſt. If we weepe fometimes.our tearesare precious; As 
they ſhall never be dry inhisbottle, ſothey ſhallſoone bedry upon our cheekes. He | 
that wrings them from us, ſhall wipe them off : how ſweetly doth he interchange 
our ſorrowes,and joyes,that we may neither be vaine,nor miſerable ? Itistrue; To 
be ſtrooke,once in anger. is fearefwl: his diſpleaſure is more than his blow : In both, 
our God isa conſuming fire.Feare not, rheſe ſtripes are the rokens of his love : he is 
10 Son. that isnot beaten, yea till he ſmart, andcry ; itnot till he bleed : no Parent 
corrects anothers child; and he is no good Parent that corrects not his owne.Oh rod 
worthy to be kiſſed. thar affures us of his loye,of ouradoprion ! What ſpeake I ofno 
hurt ? ſhort praiſes doe but diſcommend; I ſay more, theſe eyils are good : looke to 
their effe&ts. What is good, ifnot patience ? affiftion 15 the morher of 1t ; tribula- 
tion bringerh forth patience. What can earthor heaven yeeld, better than the afſu-, 
rance of Cods Spirit : AﬀMlitiens argue, yea ſeale this rous, Wherein ſtands perfect 
happinefſe, if not in our neere reſemblance of Chriſt > Why was man created happy, 
bur becauſe in Gods image ? The glory of Paradice, the beauty of his body, the duty | 
ofthe creatures, could not give him felicity,withoutthe likenefſe ro his Creator, Be- 
old, whac we loſt in our helght, we recover in our miſeric; a conformirie to the | 
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image of the Son of God: he thar is not like his elder brother, ſhall never be coheire 
with him. Loc, his fide, temples, hands, feer,all bleeding : hisfice bluhbred, ghaſtly, | 
and ſpicted on : his skinall-pearled with a bloody ſweat ; his head drouping, his foule 
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wrinkled with ſorcow,never humbled with affliction?What reſemblance is here, {* | 
| WHoar 
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DECAD. V/V. 
| what contrariety ? Eaſe {]ayeth rhe foole; it hath made him reſty,and leayes him mi- \ 
ſerable. Be not deceived; no man can follow Chriſt withonr his Croffe , much eſſe |** 
reach him ; and if none ſhall reigne with Chriſt,bur thoſe thar ſuffer with him, whar 
ſhall become of theſe jolly ones ? Goe now thou dainty worldling, and pleaſe thy 
ſelfe in thy happineſſe, laugh alwayes, and be ever applauded it 15a wotull fehcitie 
chat thou ſhalt find in oppoſition to thy Redeemer : He hath ſaid, Woe to them thar | 
laugh:Beleeveſt thou,8 doſt not weep at thy laughter ? and with Salo-mer,condemne 
itofmadneſſe? And againe,with the ſame breath,Bleffſec are ye that Weep: who can 
beleeve this, and not rejoyce in his owne teares,2nd not pitte rhe faint ſmiles of rhe 
godlefſe 2 Why bleſſed? for ye ſhall laugh : Behold, we that weepeon earth, ſhall 
| laugh in heaven : we that now weepe with men, {hall laugh with Angels; while the 
fleering worldling ſhall be gnaſhing,and howling with Devils : wee that weepe for a | 
time,ſhall laugh for ever; who would not be conrent to deferre his joy a little, that jr 
may be perpetual, andinfinite? What madman would purchate this crackling of 
thornes (ſuch is theworldlings joy)with erernall ſhriekingand rorment? Herhar is 
the doore and the way, hath taught us, thatthrough many affiictions we mutt enter 
into heaven. There is but one paſlage,and that a ſtraight one : If with much preſſure 
we can get through, and leave but our ſuperfluous ragsastorne from usin the crowd, - 
we are happy.He that made heaven, hath on purpoſe thus framed it; wide when we 
are entred,& glorious: narrow and hard in the entrance : that after our pain,our glo- 
r7 mightbe ſweeter. Andif before-hand you can climbup thither in your thoughts; 
\looke about you, you ſhall ſee no more Palmes, than croffes: you ſhall feenone crows- 
ned, buc thoſe that have wreſtled with crofſes and ſorrowes, to ſweat, yea tobload; 
and have overcome. All runnes here tothe over-commer: and overcomming implies 
both fighting and fucceſſe.Gird.up your loynes therefore,and ſtrengthen your weak 
knees: reſolve to fight for heaven,to ſuffer fighting, toperfiſt in ſuffering; fo perſiſt- 
ing you ſhall overcome, and overcomming,you ſhall be crowned. Oh reward trul 
| great, above deſert, yeaabovye conceit ! A crowne for atew groans.Aneternall crown 
of life and glory, for aſhort and momentany ſuffermg : How juſtisS. Payls account, 
that the afflictions of this preſent life are not worthy of the glory which ſhall be 
:ſhewed untous?O Lordlet me {mart that I may reigne:uphold thou me in ſmarting, 
that thou mayeſt hold me worthy of reigning. It is no matter how vile Tbe,ſo Imay 
| be glorions. What ſay you? would you nor be afflicted? Whether had yourather 
' mourne fora while,orfor ever 2 One muſt be choſen: the elef&ion is cafie: Whether 
| had you rather rejoyce for one fit, or alwayes ? You would doe both. Pardon me,it is 
a fond coverouſneſie,and idle fingularitie to affect it. What? that you alone may fare 
| better than all Gods Saints? That God ſhould ſtrew Carpets for your nice feet only, 
ro walke into your heaven,and make that way ſtmooth for you, which all Patriarkes, 
Prophets, Evangeliſts,Confeffors,Chriſt himſelfe, have found rugged and bloudy? 
Away with this ſelfe-love ; and come downe you ambitious ſonsof Zebedee: andere | 
you think of fitting neere the Throne; be cofitent to be calledunto the Cup. Now 1s 
your triall:Let'your Saviour ſee how much of his bitter potion you can pledge:then 
ſhall you ſee how much of his glory he can afford you. Be content to drinke of his 
| vinegar and gall,and you ſhall drinke new wine with him in his kingdome. 
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| Fer $ T. V I. Diſcourſing of the late French occurrents , and what ſc Godexpefs tobe 


made of them. | 


witty and leaned travels in the common affaires of Rebgion, hayemade your 
memory both freſh,8 bleſſed.Behold, whiles your hand Wy happily bulie in the 


defence of cur King,the heads and hands of traitors were bufie in the maſſacring of | 
| 


| 
| 

| 

| 

! 

| | 

Q! e with us, w: rotten you chi Erce o | 
\ Ince your travels here with us, we have not forgotten you ; but fince that, your | 


nt 


_ | — Your 


L of * " _ 


nm uy coy 


your owne. God doth no memorable and publike att, which hee would not have ta!- 
kedof,read,conſtruedpf all the world. How much more of neighbors, whom farce 4 
ſea ſevererh from eachother 2 how much yet more of brethren, whom neither land 

norſea, canſeyer ? Yourdangers, and feares, and griefes have beene ours: All the fair! 
waterthat runs betwixt us, cannot, waſh off our intereſt in all your common cauſ':s n 
The deadly blow of thar miſcreant, (whoſe name is juſtly ſentenced to forgetfulneſſe 
pierced even our ſides. Who hath not bled within himfelfe, wo rhink that he, which 
had ſo vitorioutly our-lived the ſwords ofenemies, ſhould fall by the knife of avil- 
laine ?and that he ſhould die inthe peaceable ſtreers, whom no fields could kill? | 
thatall thoſe honourable and happy triumphs ſhould end in ſo baſe a violence ? Bur 
oh our idlenefſe andimpiety, if we ſee nota divine hand from aboye, ſtriking with 
this hand of diſloyalty. Sparrowes fall not tothe ground withour him, much lefſe 

Kings. One dies by atile-ſheard,another by the ſplintersofa Lauftice, one by lice. ano- 
ther by a Fly,one by poyſon,another by a knife ; What are all theſe but the executi- 

onersof that great God, which hath ſaid, Yee are Gods, but yee ihall die like men ? 

Perhaps God ſaw (that we may gueſſe modeſtly at the reaſons of his a&s)you repoſed 

roo much 1n this arme of fleſh ; or perhaps he ſaw this ſcourge would have beene too 

early,to thoſe enemies, whoſe ſin, though grear, yer wasnor full : or perhaps he ſaw, | 
that if that great ſpirit had beene deliberately yeelded in his bed, you ſhould nothave} 
ſlept in yours : Orperhapsthe ancient connivence at thoſe ſtreames of bloed, from 
your too common Duels, was now called to reckoning ; or,it may be, that weak reyolt 
from the truth. He whoſe therod was, knoweswhy he ſtrooke : yet may ir not paſſe 
withour anote, that he fell by thatreligion,fowhich he fell. How many Ages might 
chat great Monarch have lived (whatſoever rhe ripe headof your more than mellow 
C|cotteaconld imczine)ere his leaſt finger ſhould have bled, by the hand ofan Huguenor? 
All religions may have ſome monſters : but bleſſed be the God of heaven, ours ſhall | 
neyer yeeld that good Jeſuit, either a Mgriges to teach treaſon, or a Revillacto at ir. 
But whats that we heare? it is no maryell : that holy ſociety 1s a fit Gardian for the 
hearts of Kings : I dare fay, none more lovestoſee them : mwone takes more care to 


telie of theſe good Fathers) that they ſhall never (by their wils) need be troubled 


with the charge of their owne hearts. An heartof a King in a Jeſinres hand, is aspro- 
per, aSa wafer ina Prieſts. Juſtly was it written of old, under the pi&ure of 1exativs 


EPIST. V1. 
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\ 


M 


urchaſe them. How happy were that Chappell Cthink they ) if it were full of ſach 


hrines ? I hope all Chriſtian Princes have long, and well learned (ſogreat isthe cour- 


Loyola, Cavete vobis Principes ; Be wile Oye Princes, and learne to be the keepers of 
your owne hearts. Yea rather, @ thou keeper of Iſrael, that neither flumbreſt nor 
ſleepeſt, keep thou the hearts of all Chriftian Kings, whether alive or dead, from rhe 
keeping ofthis traiterous generation; whole yery religion 1s holy rebellion, & whoſe 
merits bloody. Doubrleſſe, that tnurderer hoped to have ſtabbed thouſands with thar 
blow,.and to have let out the life of religion, at the (ide of her collapſed Patron : 


governour of the world ! Who could have looked for ſach a calme in the middeſt of 
atempeſt? who would have thought that violence could beget peace 3 Who durſt 
have conceived that King Henry ſhould die alone? and that Religion ſhould loſe no- 


out of our ſecurity we could as eafily fetch feare : not ſo much of evill, as ofthe Au- 
thor of good ; and yet truſthim inour feare ; and in both magnifie him, Yea, you 
haveby this a& gained ſome converts; againſt the hope of the agents : neither can I 
withour many joyfull congratulations; think of the eſtate of your Church ; which e- 


| 


{ rt, rea. 


make the Angels torejoyce in heaven, and the Saints on earth. We ſhouldgive you 
example, if our peace were as plentifull of fle as of pleaſfire.” Bur how ſeldome 
\haththe Church gained by eaſe? or loſt by reſtraint? Blefſe you Godfor our prof- 


God did atonce laugh and frowne at his projet ; and ſaffered him to live ro ſee him- 
ſelfe no lefſe a foole than a villaine. O the infinite goodnefſe of the wiſe and holy | 


thing but his perſon ? This is the Lords doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. You | 
have now parallel'd us : Out of both out feares God hath fetched ſecurity : Oh har } 


— 


—— 


. # 


very day honours with the acceſſe of new dyents; whoſe teares and fad confeſſions |. 


. —_— 


perity zande ſhall praiſe him for your progreſſe, - 
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E. VII. Exciting ies, eod(jn him) all athers tocorly and cheerefull bemeficence - ſhewing 
the w:ceſfity and benefit of good works 


f IR,Itrouble younor with reaſonsofmy writing,or with excuſes:If Idoeill,no 


plea can warrant me; If well, Icannot be diſcouraged with any cenlures.Icraye 
not your pardon, but your accepration.It 1sno preſumption togive goodcoun- 
{el1;8 preſents of loye feare not tobe 1ll eaken of ſtrangers. My pen & your ſubſtance 
are both given us for one end,to doe good: Theſe areour talents; how happy arewe, 
if we can improve them well ! ſuffer me to doe you good with the one, that with the 
other you may doe good to many, and moſt to your ſelte.You cannot butknow,thar 
your full hand and worthy purpoſes, have poſſeſſed the world withmuch expcCtarion; 
whar ſpeake I of the world ? whoſe honeſt and reaſonable claimes yer,cannot be con- 
temned with honour, nor diſappointed with djſhonour. The God of heaven, which 
hath lent you this abundance, and given you theſe gracious thoughts of charity, of 
pictie, looks long forthe iſſue of both ; and will ealily complaine exrher oftoo little, 
or too late. Your wealth and your willare both good : bur the firſt is onely made good 
by the ſccond.For if your hand were full,and your heart empty,we who now applaud 
you, {hould jn{tly pity you ; you might haye riches, norgoods, not bleſſings : your 
burtheu ſhould be greater than your eſtate;and you ſhoukdbe richer in forrawes, than 


| he times are in ourdifpoſing, norour ſelves : if God had ſerusaday, and made our 


in metalls. For (if we look to noother world)what gaine is it tobe the keeper of the 
beſt earth? Thar which is the common cofer ofall the richmines, we do but treadup- 
on; andaccount ir viſe, becauſe it doth but hold,$c hide thoſe treaſures: Whereasthe 
skilfull merailiſt, rhar findeth,and refineth thoſe precious veines,for publike uſe, isre- 
warded,is honoured. The very baſeſt Element yeelds gold; che favage Indian gersir, 
theſervile prentiſe works it, the very Midianitth Camell may weareit, the miſerable 
worldling admires it, the covetous Jew ſwallowes it, the nnthriftie Ruthan ſpendsit: 
what are all theſe the better for it 2 Only good uſe gives praiſe to earthly poſſeſſions, 
Herein therefore you owe more to God, that he hathgiven you an heart todoe good; 
awiltobe asrichingood works, asgrear inriches. Tobe afriend to this Mammon, 
15tobe an cnemie to God: bur romake friendswithit,is royall,and Chriſtian. His ene- 
mics may be wealthy:none but his friends,can eitherbe good,ordogood.De eh gccipe, 
faith the Wiſe-man. The Chriſtian, which muſtimitate the high patterne ofhisCrea- 
tor, knowes his beſt richesto be bounty;Godthar hath all, gives all; reſerves nothing. 
And for himſeſfe, he well confiders,tharGod hath not made himan owner, but a ſer- 
vant:and of feryants,a ſeryant not ofhis goods,but of the Giver ; not a Treaſitrer, but 
aSteward : whoſepraiſe is more to lay ourwell, thanto haye received much. The 
greateſt gaine therefore that he afeds,isan even reckoning, a cleare diſctharge:which 
| ſince it is obtained by diſpoſing.notby keeping,he counts reſervation loſſe, & juſt ex- 
pence his trade,& joy;he knowes,that Well done faithfull ſervant is a thouſand times 
more [weeta note.than Soule cake thine eaſe;for that is the voice of the maſter recom- 
pencing, this of the carnall heart preſuming : 8 what followesto the one, buthisma- 
{ters joy ? what tothe other, burthelofſe of his ſoule ? Bleſſed be that God which 
hathgivenyouan heart to fore-thinke this;and in this dry and dead Age,awillto ho- 
nour him with his owne;and to credit his Goſpell, withyour beneficence;Loe, we are 


lenges;asinwhomiir ſhallbe ſeene, that the truth hath friends that can oive. I neither 
diftruſt,nor perſwade you ; whoſe reſolutions are happily fixed on purpoſes ofgood: 
onely give me leaye ro haſten your paſe a little,and toexcite your Chriſtian farward- 


the 


doe good;:why notnow?I ſpeakeboidly, The more ſpeed, the more comfort;Neither 


| wealthunſeparable,therewere no danger indelaying:;now our uncertainty cither muſt 


upbraided with barrenneſſe ;yourname hath beene publikely oppoſed to theſe chal-| 


1 c{{,to begin ſpeedily, what you have long & conſtantly vowed. You would not but| 


—_—_ 
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quicken us,Or may deceive us. How many have meant well,and done nothing.and loſt 

their crowne with lingring ? whoſe deſtinies have prevented their deſires | and haye | 
made their good motions the wards of their executors, not without miſerable ſiic-| 
ceſſe : towhom, that they would have done good, isnot fo great a praiſe, as it is dif. | 
honour that they might have done it : their wracks are our warnings, we are equally | 
mortall, equally fickle. Why-haye you this reſpite of living, but topreventthe imperi-\ 


dayes hath oyer-run the beginning of our good works. Early bencficencehath no dan-| 
oe . many joyes : for the conſcience ofgood done, theprayers and bleſſings of the re- 
[ce ed, the gratulations of the Saints, are as fomany perperuall comforters, which can 


ous neceflity of death 2? itis a wofulland remedilefſe complaint that the end of our | 


lieu, our good purpoſes fore-ſlowedare become our tormentors upon our death-bed. 


make our life pleaſant, andour death happy, our evill daies good, and our good better. 
All theſe are loſt withdelay:few and coldare the prayersfor him that may give:and in | 


Little difference 13 betwixt goon defterred,andevill done: Good was meant;who hin-| 
| dred it, willour conſcience ſay?there wastime enough, meanes enaugh,need enough, 
what hindred? Did feare of envy,diſtruſt of want?Alas,what bugs are theſe io fright] 
 men-from heayen?As if the enyy of keeping,were lefle thanof beſtowing : As if God 
| werenot as good adebtor,asagiver:hethar gives to thepoore, lends to God, faith wiſe! 
| Salomon. If he freely giveus what we may lend, grace to give;will he not much more| 
pay us what we have lent ; and give us becauſe we have given 2 Thar is higbonnty,this| 


39 | 


| 
| 
| 


(] 


i 
1 


| 


C.the executioners of honeſt Wils?how many haye our eies ſcene, that after moſt care- 


| hisjuſtice.O happy is that man that may be a creditor to his Maker:Heaven and earth | 
| ſhallbe empty before he ſhall want a royall payment. If we dare not truſt God whiles | 
welive,how dare we truſt men when weare deaqmen that are ſtill deceitfall,& lighr 
-upon the balance, light of truth, heavy of ſelt-loye. How many Executors have proved 


full choice of truſty guardians, have had rheir children and goods fo diſpoſed, as if the 
Parents ſoule could returne to ſee it,I doubt whether it conld be happy. How rare is 
that man that prefers not himſelfe to his dead fricnd?profit to truth?that will take no 
vantage of the impoſlibility ofaccount?What-ever therefore men either ſhew,or pro- 
miſe, happy isthat man that may be his owne auditor, ſuperviſor, executor. As you 
love God and your ſelfe, be not afraid of being happy too ſoone. I am not worthy to 
give ſo bold advice; let the wile man of Syrach ſpeake for me : Doe good before thou 


dic, and according to thine ability {rretch out thine hands, and give:Defraud not thy 
(clfe of thy good day ; and ict not the portion of thy good defiresover-paſle thee : 
ſhalt rhou not leave thy travels to another, and thy labours to them that will divide 
thine heritage ? Or leta wiferthan he, Salozzop : Say not, to morrow I will give, If 


D| row thou haveit : for thou knoweſtnor what a day will bring forth. It harh beene an 


old rule of liberality, He gives twice that gives quickly ; whereas ſlow benefits argue 
uncheerefulneſſe,&loſe their worth. Who lingers his receits, is condemned as unthrif- 
tie:he that knowerh both, faith, It is better to give than to receive, If we be of the 
ſame ſpirit, why are we haſty inthe worſe,and ſſack in the better?Suffer you your ſelfe 
therfore,good Sir, for Gods ſake,for the Goſpels ſake, for the Churches fake, for your 


_—— xc ___— 


ſoules fake, to be ſtirred up by theſe poore lines, toa reſolute & ſpeedy performing of 


[your worthy intentions: & take this as a loving invitation ſent from heaven, by anun- 


| worthy meſſenger. You cannot deliberate long of fit objects for your beneficence,ex- 
cept it be more for multitude, than want : the ſtreers, yea the world 1s full; How doth 
Lazarus lie at every doore ? how many ſons of the Prophets in their meanly-provi- 
ded Colleges may ſay, not, Mors is olls, but fawes £ how many Churches may juſtly 


| |plead that whichour Saviour bade his Diſciples, The Lord hath need? And if this in- 


| 


| 


inite ſtore hath made your choyce doubtfull, how eafie were it to ſhew you, wherein | 
you might oblige the whole Church of God to you, and make-your memoriall both 
cternall and bleſſed ; or, if you had rather, the whole Common-wealth ? But now I 
hind my ſelfe too boldand too buſfie, in thus looking to particularities : God ſhall 
' direft you; andif you follow him, ſhall crowne you : howſoever,ifgood be done,aud | 
| (hatberimes ; he hath wharhe deſired, and your ſoule ſhall have more than you can 
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& ſire. The ſucceſſe of my weake,, yet hearty connſell, ſhall make me as rich, as oy 
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DECAD.V. 


hath made you with all your abundance. That God bleſſe ir ro you, and make both 
our recknings cheerefull in the day ofour common Audtt. 


"T's EB, Dedicated to Sir (zeorge (Goring. 


ets 


{Eersr, VIII. Remedics againſt dulneſſe and heartieſneſſe in our callings, aud incourgge. 


ments to cheerefulneſſe 312 labour. ; | 

T falls out not ſeldome (if we may meaſreallbyone )thatthe mind over-layeg 
Pic worke, growes dull and heavy : and now doth norhing, becauſe it hath done 

roo much ; over-laviſh expence of ſpirits hath leftir heartlefle : as the beſt yeſſe11 
with much motion and venr, becomes flat, and dreggiſh. And not fewer (of more 
weak temper)diſcourage themſelves with the difficulty of what they muſt doe: ſome 
Travellers have more ſhrunk atthe Map, than at the way. Berwixt both, how man 
fit ſtill with their hands folded, and with they knew how tobe rid of time ? If this e. 
vill be not cured, we become miſerable loſers, both of good houres and of good parts, 
In theſe mentall diſcaſes, Empiricks are the beſt Phyſitians. I preſcribe you nothing 
bur our of feeling : If youwill avoid the firſt, moderate your owne vehemencie; 
ſuffer not your ſelfe to doe all you could doe : Riſe ever from your deske, notwith- 
out an appetite. The beſt horſe will tire ſooneſt, if the reines lie ever looſe in his 
necke : Reſtraints in theſe caſes are encouragements : obtaine therefore of your ſelfe 
ro deferre,and take new daies. How much better 1s it to retreſh your ſelfe with many 
competent meales, than to buy one daies Srarony: with the faſt of many ? Andifir 
be hard to call off the mind in the midſt of afaire and ltxely flight ; know that all our 
caſe and ſafety begins at the command of our ſelves; he can never taske himlſelfe well, 
that cannot favour himſelfe. Perſwade your heart,thar perfection comes by leiſure; 
andnoexcellent thing is done at once : the riſing and fetting of many Sunnes(which 
youthink ſlackens your work) in truth ripens it. That gourd which came upin a 
nighr, withered inaday ; whereas thoſe plants which abide age,riſe ſlowly. Indeed, 
where the heart is unwilling, prorogation hinders : what I hſt not to doe this day, I 
loath the next ; but where 15 n@ want of deſire, delay doth bur fharpen the ſtomack: 
That which we doe unwillingly leave, we long to undertake : and the more our affe- 
(tion is, the greater our, intention, andthe berter our performance. To take occaſion 
by the foretop, 1s no ſmall point of wiſdome ; but tomake time {which is wilde and 
fugitive) tame and pliable to ourpurpoſes, 1s the greareſt improvement of a man: | 
All tines ſerve him, which hath the rule of kimſclte. | 

If the ſecond, think (erioully of the condition of your being : Ir is that we were 

made for; the Bird to flic,and Man to labour. What doe we here, if we repine at our 
worke ? VVe had not beene, but that we might be ſtill bulie; if not in this taske we 
diflike, yet n ſome other of no lef{e toyle : there 13noaG thar hath not his labour, 
which varies in meaſure, according to the will of the docr. This which yon com: 
plaine of, hath beeneundertaken by others, not with facility only, but with pleaſure; 
and what you chuſe far eaſe, hath becne abhorred of others,as redious. All difficulty 
1s not ſo much in the work, asinthe Agent. Toſer. the mind on the racke of a long 
meditation(you ſay )is a torment : tofollow the ſwift foot of your hound all day long, 


| hath no wearinefſe : what would you ſay ofhim, that finds better game in his ſtudy, 


than you inthe field, and would account your difport his puniſhment ? Such there are, 
though you doubt and wonder. never think rodetract from your buſineſſe, but addr 
toyour will. It is the policie of our great enemie, to drive us with theſe feares, from- 
that he foreſees would grow profitable : like as ſome in hoſpicall Savages make 
tearfull deluſions by forcery upon the ſhore, to frightſtrangers from landing. Where 
you find therefore motions of refiſtance, awaken your courage the more, and know 
there is ſome good thar appeares not ; vaine endeyours find no oppoſition. Allcroſſes 
imply a ſecret commodity : reſolve then to will, becauſe you begin not.to will: and 
either oppoſe your ſelfe, as Satan oppoſes you, or elſe you doe nothing. We pay 00 


| price to God for any good thing, but labour ; if we higgle in that, we are worthy 0 
{ loſe our bargaine. It is an invaluable gaine, that we may make in this traffique: for 


c 


| God is bountifull, as well as juſt ; and when he ſeestrue endeyour, doth not ye 
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A ſol, bar give 5 whereas idlenefle neither gets nor faves ; noching Is eicher more 
Faiclefſe of good, or more fruitfull of evill ; for we doe ill whiles wee dos nothing 
and loſe whiles we gaine net. The fluggard is ſenſelefic ; and fo much more deſpe- 
rate. becauſe he cannor complaine . bur(though he teele it not)nothing is more pre- 
cious than time, or that ſhall abide areckning more ſtrict and fearctull: yearhis is 
the racaſure of all our actions, which if it were not abuſed, our accounts could not be 
hut even with God : ſo God eſteemes ic{whar eyer onrprice be) thot he plagues the 
| loffe of a ſhort time, witha revenge beyond all rims. Houres have wings, and every 
moment flie up tothe Author oftime,and carry newesof onr uſage : Allour prayers 
cannot 1ntreat one of them either toreturne, orſſacken his pace: the miffpence of e- 
yery minute is a new recordagain(t us 1n heayen. Sure, if we thought chus, we would 
diſmiſſe chem with bgtrer reports, andnor fuffer them either to goc away empty, or | 


:| 


}hden with dangerow5 intelligence: how happy is icthat every houre ihould convey | 
ap,not onely the meffage, bur the fruits ofgood, and ſtay with the Ancient ofdayes, | 
ro ſpeake for us before his glorious throne ? Know this, and I ſhall take nocare for | 
your paines, nor you for paſtime. None of our profitable labours ſhall be tranſtent; 
but even when we have forgotten them, ſhall welcomeus into joy -: we thinke wee 
have left them behinde us ; bur they are forwardcr ghan our ſoules, and expect us 
where we would be. And ifthere were no crowne forthelſe toiles, yet without fiture | 
reſpects there is atediouſnefſe in doing nothing. Toman cſpecially,motion 13 natural!: 
theres neither mind, nor eye, nor joynt which moverh not : andas company makes | 
2 way ſhort, houres never goe away ſo merri!y, asin the fellowſhip of worke. How 
did that induſtrious Heathen draw out water by night, and knowledge by day, and | 
thought borh ſhortzever labouring, onely that he might labour? Certainly if idlenefle | 
were enated by authority,there would not want fome,which would pay their mul&, | 
that they might worke : and thoſe ſpirits are likeſt to heaven, which moves alwayes, 
and the freelt from thoſe corruptions which are incident ro nature. The running | 
ſtreame cleanſeth it ſe]fe, whereas ſtanding ponds breed weeds, and mud. Theſe me- | 
ditations mult hearten us to that we muſt doe : whiles weare cheerefull, our labours 
ſhall ſtrive wherher to yeeld us more comforg, or others moreprofit. #5 


| |$$$$${ÞPPPÞPPGP $$04$$60yt445 1454030404530 $$$$5$$4+$+$ $$ | 
ToSirloan HarrinGTON, 
 Eversy, IX. Diſcuſſing this queſtion: Se _ 
iether a mas and wife after ſome yeeres mutual and lovi ng fruition of eacn ogher, n1y 1p0on 
conſent, whether for ſecular, or religions cauſes vow andperforme a perpetualſcpar ation 
from each others bed, and abſolmely renounce all carnall knowledge of eack other for ever, | 


Wiſh not my ſelfe any other adyocate, nor you any other adverſary, than S. Paul, | 
| never gave( I ſpeake boldly ) a dire& precept, ifnot in this: his expreſſe 
charge whereuponT inſiſted, 1s, Defraud not one another, except with conſent | 
for a time, that you may give your ſelves to faſting and prayer; and thenagaine come | 
together, that Satan tempt you notfor your incontinencie, . Every. word, (if you | 
weigh it well )oppoſes your part, and pleads for mine. By conſent of all Divines, | 
ancientand moderne [ defrauding is refraining from matrimoniall conyerſation ; 
ſee what a word the Spirit of God hath choſen for this abſtinence; never but taken 
inill part. But there 15 no fraud in conſent, as Chryſoſtome, Achanaſine, TheophylaF, ex- 
pound it : true ; therefore S. Paul addex(unlefie with conſent) that I may omit toſay, | 
that in ſaying (uulefſe with conſent) he implies, both rhat there may. be a defrau- 
ding without ir, and with conſenta defrauding, bur not unlawfull ; but ſee whathe 
addes, (fora time) conſent cannot make chis defrauding tawfull,except it be tempo- 
rary : Nodefrauding without conſent, noconfent for a perpetuity. How long then, 
{and wherefore? Not for every canſe,not for any length oftime,burt onely for awhile, 
and for devotion (#t W200 haha that you may pray onely,( as Chryſoſtoe notes 
.| jultly)but that you might (give your ſelves to prayer. ) In our mariage ſociety (faith | 
ne; againſt that paradox of Hierem)we may pray,and woe tousif wedoe not; but we 
cannot ( vacare orationt,) But we are bidden to pray continually : Yet nor hope, <c- | | ] 
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ver to faſt andpray. Marke how the Apoſtle addes, (that you rmay giue your Ry 5 
rofaſting and prayer. ) It is ſolemne exerciſe, whiththe Appoſtle here intends, fach 
| as isjoyned with faſting and externall humiliation; whereinall earthly comforts mug 
be forborne. but what if anman liſtto taske himſelfe continually, and will be alwayes 
ed - . | 
painfully devote? may he then ever abſtaine? No: Lerthem meet rogether againe, 
ſiththe Apoſtle ; not asa toleration, bur as a charge. But what ifthey both can live 
fafely thus ſevered? This is more than they can undertake: there 1s danger faith our 
Apoſtle, inthis abſtinence (leſt Satan tempt you for your incontinencie ) what can 
be more plaine? Neither may che maried refraine thisconuerſation without conſent 
neither may they without conſent refraine 1t for eyer. What can you now urge us 
with, but the examples and ſentencesof ſome Ancients? Let this ſtand evicted for 
the true and neceſſary ſenſe of the Apoſtle ; and what 1s this tat to lay men in the 
balance with God?T {eeand confefſe how much ſome ofthe fathersadmired Virginity, 
{o farre, that there wanted not ſome, which both deteſted mariage as vicious, and 
would force a ſingle life upon mariage, as commendable : whoſe authority ſhould 
move me, ifI ſaw not ſome of them oppoſite toothers, and othersnolefſero S, Paul] 
himſelfe. How oft doth S. Auſtinredouble that rule, and importunarely urge it tohis 
Ecdicia, inthat ſerious Epiſtle, that without conſent tlie continence of rhe maried, | 
cannot be warantable ; teaching her(from theſe words of S, Paul, which he charge; 
her, in the contrary practice, not to haye read, heard, or marked) that if her husband 
| ſhould containe, and ſhe wouldnot, he were bound to pay her the debrof mariage 
| benevolence ;and that God would impute it to him for continence notwithſtanding. 
Hom.in!.c07.1 Hence is that of Chryſoſtome, that the wife is both the ſeryant and the miſtris of her 
| husband; a ſeryant to yeeld her body, amiſtris to have power of his: who alfoin 
the ſame place determines it forbidden fraud, for the husband, or wife,to containe a-|C 
lone: according to that of the Paraphraſt ; Let either both containe, or neither. Hie- 
rome contrarily, defines thus : But ifone of the two (faith he) conſidering the reward 
of chaſtity,will containe,he oughr not toafſent tothe other which containes not, Sc. 
becauſe luſt okght rathertocome tocontinencie, than continencie decline toluſt : 
concluding that abrother, or a fiſter is not ſubje& in ſuchacaſe ; and that God hath 
| not calledus to uncleanenefſe, bur to holineſſe. A ſtrange glofſe to fall from the pen 
ofa Father:which yet I durſtnot ſay,it it were more boldnefle for me to diſſent from 
him, than for him todifſent fromallothers. He that cenſares 8. Paul to argue grofly 
to his Galathians, way as well tax hm of an unfit direQion to his Corinthians : It 
ſhallbe no preſumption toſay, that inthis pointall his writings bewray more zeale 
than truth : whether the conſcience of his former ſlip cauſed him to abhorre that ſex; 
orhis admiration of Virginity tranſported him toa contemptofmariage. Antiquity |D 
will aFord you many examples of holy men voluntarily ſequeſtred from their wives: 
Precepts mult be our guides, andnot patternes. You may tell me of Sozomers Aw- 
| 2www, that famous Monke, who having perſwaded his bridethe firſt day to continu- 
ance of Virginity, lived with her 18 yeares in aſeverall bed, and ina ſeverall habita- 
tion, upon the mountaine Nitria, 22 yeares : you may tell me of Teromes Malchu, 
Anſtins Edicia, and ten thouſand others: I care not for their number, and ſuſpett 
their example : Doe but reconcile their practice with $8. Pexls rule, I ſhall both mag- 
nifie and imitatethem. I profefle before God and men, nothing ſhould hinder me bur 
this law of the Apoſtle: whereroconſider,I beſeech you, whatcan be more oppoſite 
{| than thisopinion, than this courſe of life, | 
| The Apoſtle fayes, Reframe notbutwith conſent fora time : your words; and 
their praftice faith, Refraine with conſent forever : he ſaith (meet together againe ) 
you ſay, neyer more: he faith (meet leſt you be tempted) you ſay, meet notrthough 
you be tempted. Iwillingly grant with 4the#eſizz, that for ſome ſet time, eſpecially 
(as Anſelme mterprets it) for ſome holy time, we may,and(in thris fatter caſe)we mult 
forbeare all matrimoniall a&s, and thoughts : norfor that they are ſinfull, bur unſea- 
| ſonable. As mariaze muſtbealwaies uſed chaſtly, and moderately : ſo ſomerimesit 
muſt be forgotren. How many are drunke with their owne vines, and ſurfer of ther 
| owne fruits : etther unmodeſty,or tminoderation in man or wife, is adulteraus. If ye : 
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[ (hall farther yeeld, that they may conditionally agree,to refrainefrom eachother, 

ſv long till they be perplexed with temprationson either part : I thall goe asfarre as 

the reach ofmy warrant,at leaſt;perhaps beyond irt:fince the Apoſtle chargeth, Meet 

againe leſt you be tempred; not, meet whenyou are temvted : But to ſay abſOlurely, 

and for ever renounce(by conſent) the converſation of eachother, what remprarion 
ſever aſſault you,1s dire&ly, not beyond,but againſt Pals divinitie,,nolcfle than my 
xſſertionis againſt yours. The ground of all theſe errors, in this head of Marri mony, 
i5anunworthy conceit of ſome unchriſtian filrhinefſe in the mariage-bed : Every 
man will not utter, bur too many hold that conclufionof Hzerom: : Tt is good Hr a 
mannot to touch a woman, therefore to touch her, 1s:evill; whom I doubr nor, but 
8. Auſtin meant to oppole, while he writes, Bo#nm 7nquamn ſuat auptie, &» contre omnes 
calunmies poſſunt ſans ratiove defends: Mariage (I fay ) is a good thing, and may by 
B| ſound proofe be defended, againſt all flanders : well may man fay, that it is good, 
which God ſaith is honourable ; and both good and honourable mult that needs be, 
which was inſtituted by the honourable author of goodneſfe, in the ſtate of mans , 
perfect goodnefle : Let us take heed of caſting ſhame upon the ordinance of our Ma- 
ker. But there was no carnall knowledge 1 
| aid, Increaſe andmultiply : there ſhould hay@beene, if there were not. Thoſe that 
were naked withour ſhame, ſhould haye heene conjoyned without ſhame, becanſe 
without ſinne. Meats anddrinks,and aQtsof mariage(faith Axa) for theſe he com- 
pares both in lawfulneſſe, and neceſſity) are, as they are uſed,cither lawfull, veniall, 
or damnable. Meats are for the preſervation of man + mariage ads for the preſerya- 
tion of jmankind : neither of them without ſome carnall delight : which yer, if by 
the bridle of temperance it be held torhe proper and naruralluſe, cannot be tearmed | 
D! aſt. There is no ordinance of God whitch eitherisof more excellent uſe, orhath | 
ſuffered more abuſe in all times: the faultis in men, not in mariage : let them re&ifie | 
themſelves, their bed ſhall beblefſed. Here need no ſeparation from each other, bur | 
rather aſeparation of brutiſhneſſe,and cloſe corruption from the ſoule;:which whoſo- ! 
ever hath learned toremove, ſhall find thecrowne of matrimoniall chaſtiry, no leſſe | 
glorious than that of ſingle continence. | 
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Er. X. Ieconraging him to perſiſt is the haly calling of the miniſtery ; which upon con- 


i not mere glad to heare from you, thanſorry ro heare of yourdiſcontentment: 


ſellor, were you but indifferent to your ſelfe. If I could bur cure your prejadice,your 
thoughts would heale you: and indeed the fame hand thar wounded you,were fitteſt 
for this ſervice. I need not tell you, that your calling is honourable : if you did not 
think ſo, you had not complained. It 15 your unworthynefle chart troubles you. Let me 
boldly tell you, I know you in this caſe better than your ſelfe : you are never the 
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aradiſe, But againe, in Paradiſe God 
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To M. VViritian K wnicur. 


ceit of his inſufficiensie, and went of affeFion, he ſeemed inclining to forſake— 
and change. | 


whereof, as the cauſe is from your felfe,ſo muſt the remedy. V Ve Schollers are the 
apteſt of all others to make our ſelyesmiſcrable: you might be your owne beſt coun 


Y __ 


De bozo corfjug. 
 Cape16. 


De bong conJug” 
Cap.e C16. 


a 


more unſufficient, becaufe you think fo ; if we will he rigorous, Pays queſtion(w* ing 
©) will appoſe us all:but according tothe gracious dulgence of him that calls things 
whichare not as if they were, we are that we are, yea, that we ought; and muſt be 
thankfull for our any thing. There arenone more fearcfull than the able, none more 
bold than the unworthy. How many have you feene and heard, of weaker graces, 


(your owne heart ſhall be:the Judge)which have ſare without paleneſſe,or trembling, 
inthatholy chaire,and ſpokenas if the words hadbeene there owne:fatisfying them- 
ſelves, if nor the hearers ? And doe you (whoſe gifts many have envied) ſtand qua- 
| king upon the loweſt ſtaire? hath God given youtharunuſuall variety of tongues, 
ſtile of Arts, 4 ſtile worth emulation, and (which is worth all) afaithfull and honeſt 
Wit ; and doe you now {hrinke backe, and ſay, Send him by whom thou INE | 

| endel-.-::. 
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ſend? Give God but what you have ; he expects no more : This1s enough to honour 
him, andcrowne you. Take heed while you complaine of want, leſt pride ſhroud it 
ſe}fe under the skirts of modeſty : How many are thankfull for lefſe ? You have more | 
than the moſt z yerthis contents you not;it 15nothing unlefle you may equall the beſt, 
ifnort exceed; yea, I feare how this may farisfie you, unlefſe you may thinke your 
ſelfe ſuch as you would be. What is this but togrudge atthe beſtower of graces? 
[ rell you without flattery, God hath Ex gaines by fewer talents : ſer your heart 
ro employ theſe, and your advantage ſhallbe more than your maſters. Neither doe 
now repent you of the unadviſedneſſe of your entrance ; God called you to it upon 
aneternall deliberation, and meant to make uſe of your ſuddenneffe, as a meanes to 
ferch you into his worke, whom more leiſure would have found refraftary : Full 
lictle did the one 8aw/think ofa kingdome, when he went ro ſeeke his fathers ſtrayes 
inthe land of Shaliſkah; or the other Sax} of an Apoſtleſhip, when he went with his 
| Commiſſion to Dawaſews : God thought ofboth; and effected what they meant nox. 
Thus hath he doneto you: acknowledge this hand, and follow 1t. He found and gave 
both facultie and opportunity toenter : find you but a will ro proceed, I dare pro- 
miſe you abundance of comfort. How gany of the Ancients, after a forceable ordi- 
nation, became not profitable only; burfamous in the Church ? Bur, asf you fought 
ſhifrs to diſcourage your ſelfe, when you ſee you cannot maintaine this hold of in- 
ſafficiencie, youflie to alienation of affe&ion ; in the truth whereof, none can con- 
trole you but your owne heart; in the juſtice of it, we both may, and muſt, This plea 
is not for Chriſtians, we mult affe&t what we ought, in ſpight of our lelyes:; wherefore 
| ſerves religion, ifnottomakeus Lords of our owne affections? If we muſt be ruled 
| by out ſlaves, what good ſhould we doe ? Can you more dillike your ſtation, than 
weall naturally diſtaſte goodneſſe ? Shall we neglect the purſuit of vertue, becauſeir 
pleaſes not; or rather diſpleaſe, andnegleft our ſelves, till it may pleaſe ns? Lerme 
not aske whether your affetions be eſtranged, but wherefore?Divinitie is a miſtreſſe 
| worthy yourſervice : Allother Artsare but drudges toher alone : Fooles may con- 
temne her ; whocannot judge of true intelle&uall beauty : but if they had oureyes, 
they could not but be raviſhed with admiration. You have learned (T hope )to con- 
| cemne their contempt; and to pity injurious ignorance. She hath choſen yon as a wor- 
thy clyent, yea a favorite;and hath honoured you with her commands,and her accep- 
rations; who but you would plead ftrangenefle of affection ?How many thon'ands| 
| {ue to her, and cannot be lookt upon ? Youare happy in her favours, and yer com- 
plaine ; yea ſo farre, as that you have nor ſtucke to thinke of a change. No word 
could have fallen from you more unwelcome. This is Sarans policite,to-make usont of 
| love with our callings,that our labours may be unprofitable, & our ſtandings tedious. 
He knowesthat all changes are fruirlefſe, and that while we affect to be other, we muſt 
needs be weary of what weare : That there is no ſuccefſe in any endevour without 
pleaſure ; that there can beno pleaſure, where the ntind longs after alrerations.If you 
elpie not this craft of the common enemie, you are not acquainted with your ſelte. 
Vnder what forme ſoever it come, repellit; andabhorre the firſt motion of it,as you 
loye your peace,as you hope for your reward. It is the miſery of the moſt men, that 
they cannot ſee when they are happy ; and whiles they ſte but the our-ſide of others 
conditions, preferre that which rheir experience teaches them afterwards to con- 
| demne.not without lofſe and teares. Far be this unſtableneſſe from.you, which have 
| beene ſo long taught of God. All vocations have their inconveniencies which if they 
cannot be ayoided, muſt be digeſted. The more difficulties, the greater glory:Stand 
faſt therefore, and reſolve that this calling is the beſt, both in ir ſelfe, & for you : and 
know that it cannot ſtand with your Chriſtian courage to run away from theſe inci- 
| dent evils, but to encounter them. Your hand is atthe plough : if you meet with 
{ome tough clods,that wyll not eafily yeeld to the ſhare, lay on more ſtrength rather; 
ſeeke tot remedy in your feet by flight, but in your hands by a conſtant endevour. 
Away with this weake tumorouſnefſe, and wrongfull humilicy. Be checrefull and 
couragious m this great worke of God; the end ſhall be glorious, your ſelfe happy; 


| and many 1n you. 
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To my Lord Dex wy. 


Er 18T. I. A particular accourt how our dajes are, or ſhould bee ſpent, both common 
and roly. 


71 Very day 15a httle life ; and onr whole life is but aday re- 
peated : whence 1t is that old Tzcob numbers his life by 
dates, and Moſes deſires to be taught this point of holy 
Arithmeticke, Tonumber not his yeares, bur his dayes : 
| Thoſe therefore thar dare loſe aday, aredangeroully pro 
digall; thoſe that dare miſ-ſpend ir, deſperate. We can bet: 
teach others by ourſelves : let me teli your Lordſhip. how | 
I would pafſe my dayes, whether common or ſacred ; chat 
Loo 00 0500Mf[} you(orwholſoeyer others, over-hearing mee ) may either 
© __ approve ny thriftinefſe, or corre& my errors :. 1 o whom 
1s the account of my houres either more due,or more knowne ? All daies arc his, who | 
gaye timea beginning, andcontinuance ; yt ſome he hath made ours, not to com- 
mand, but to uſe. Innone may we forget him :in ſome we muſt forget all; beſides 
him. Firſt therefore, I deſire toawakeat thoſe houres, not when I will,but when I 
muſt ; pleaſure isnot a fit rule for reſt, but health ; neither doe I confalt ſo much with 
the Sunne,as mine owne neceſſity, whether of body, or in that, ofche ming. [f this 
vaſſall could well ſerve me waking,it ſhould neyerſleepe: bur now,it muſt be pleaſed, 
that it may be ſerviceable. Now, when fleepe is rather driven away, than leayes me ; | 
I would ever awake with God:my firſt thoughts are for him,who hath made the night 
for reſt,and the day for trayell : andas he gives, fo blefſes beth. If my heart be early 
feaſoned with his preſence,it will favour of himall day after. While my body is dref- 
ſing, not with an effeminate curiofity,nor yet with rude negle& ; my mind addrefles 
it ſelfe to her enſuing taske ; bethinking what 1s to be done, andin what order; and 
marſhalling (as it may) my houres with my work : That done,after ſome whiles me- 
ditation, I walkeup to my maſters and companions, my books ; and fitting dowre 
amongſt them, with the beſt contentment, I dare not reach forth my hand tofalure any 
of them, till I have firſt locked up to heayen, and craved favonrot him to whon: all 
my feudies are culy referred : without whom, Ican neither profit, nor labour. Afﬀcer 
this, out of no over-great varicty, I call forth thoſe, which way beſt fit my occaſions ; 
wherein, Iam not roo ſcrupulous ofage :Somerimes I put my ſelfe to (choolz,to ons 
of thoſe Ancients, whom the Church hath honoured with the name of Fachers, | 
whoſe Volumes, I conteſſe not roopeh, without aſecrer reverence of their holine#+, | 
and gravity : Somerimes tothoſe later Doors, which wantnothing bur age tomake | 
them clafſicall : alwaies, to Gods Booke. That day is loſt, whereof fome Htoures are 
notimproved in thoſe Divine Monuments : othersI turne over out of choyce; theſe 
out of duty.Ere I can have fateunto wearinefſe, my family,having now overcome all 
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DECAD. VI. 


houſhold diſtractions , invites me to our COMMON devorions : not withour ſome 


ſhort preparation. Theſe hearrily performed, ſend me up, withamore ſtrong ang 


' 
x 
} 
[1 
\ 
' 


a” _ 


cheerefull appetite to my former worke, whick I knd made ealie to me by inter. | 
| miſſion, and varictie: Nowtherefore can I deceive the houres with change of pleaſare q 


that is, of lJabours. One while mine c1cs are buſied, another while my hand, ang 
| ſometimes my mind takes the burden from them both : Wherein, Iwould imitate 


| the «kilfull-{ Cooks, which make the beſt diſhes with manifold mixtures : one houre 

is ſpent in Textuall Divinity, another 1n Controyerlie : Hiſtories reteeve themboth. 
| Now, whenthe mind is weary of orhers labours, it begins to undertake her owne: 
| metimes itmeditares and winds up for future uſe ;ſometimes it layes forth her con- 
| ceirs into prefent diſcourſe ; ſometimes for it ſelfe, ofterfor others. Neither knoyy 1 
| whether it workes or playes in theſe thoughts: Tam ſure no ſport hath more pleaſure, 
'no worke more uſe : Onely the decay of a weake body, makes me think theſe de. 
lights inſenſibly laborious. Thus could I all day (as Ringers uſe) make my ſelfe My. 
ficke with changes,andcomplaine ſooner of theday for ſhortnefle,thanofthe bufineſſe 


for toyle ; were it not that this faint monitor interrupts me (hll in the midſt ofm 


| buſie pleaſures, and inforces me both to reſpite and repalt : I muft yeeld ro both | 


| while my body and mindare joyned together in theſeunequall couples, the betrermuſi 
' follow the weaker. Before my meales therefore, and after, I let my ſelfe looſe from 
2!l thoughts; and now, would forget that I ever ſtudied : A full mind takes away the 
| bodies appetite, noleſſe than a full body makes adull and unweildy mind ; Gompa- 
| ny, diſcourſe, recreations, are now ſeaſonable and welcome; Theſe prepare me fora 
| diet, not g'utronous, but medicinall ; The palate may not be pleaſed, bur the ſto- 
mack ; nor that for it owne ſake : Neither would I think any of theſe comforts worth 
reſpe& in themſelves, bur in their uſe, intheirend-; fo farre, as they may inable me 
to better things. IfT ſee any diſh to tempt my palate, Iteare aSerpent in that Apple, 
and would pleaſe my ſelfein a wilfulldeniall: I riſe capable of more,not deſirous: not 
| now immediately from my trencher, to my booke ; but after ſome intermiſſion. 
Moderate ſpeed isa fure helpto all proceedings; where theſe things whichare pro- 
[ ſecuted with violence of endeyour, or defire, cither ſucceed not, or continue not. 
After my latermeale, my thoughts areſleight: onely my memory may be charged 

with her taske, of recalling what was committed to her cuſtody in the day; and my 
heart is bufie in examining my hands and mouth, and all other ſenſes, of that dayes 
behaviour : and now the evening is come, no Tradeſ-man doth more carefully take 
in his wares, cleare his ſhop-board, and ſhut his Windowes, than I would ſhut upmy 
thoughts and cleare my mind. Thar Student ſhall live nuferably, which like a Camell 
lies downeunder his burden. All this done, calling together my family, we end the 
day with God. Thus doe we rather drive away the time before us, than follow it. I 
grant, neither is my practice worthy to be exemplary, neitherare our callings pro- 
portionable. The lives of a Nobleman, ofa Courtier, ofa Scholler, ofa Cirizen,ofa 
Countryman, differ no leffe than their diſpoſitions : yet mult all conſpire in honeſt 
labour. Sweat is the deſtiny of all trades, whether of the browes, or of the mind, God 
neverallowed any man to doe nothing. How miſerable is the condicion of thoſe men, 
which ſpend the time as if it were given them, andnot lent : as if houres were waſte 
creatures, and ſuch as ſhould neyer be accounted for : as if God would take this for a 
good bill of reckoning ; 1texr, ſpent upon my pleaſares forty yeares. Theſe men ſhall 
once find, that no bload can privilege 1dlenefle ; and that nothing is more preciensto 
God, than that which they deſire tocaſt away:Time. Such are my common daycs:but 
Gods day calls for another reſpect. The ſame Sunariſes on this day,and enlighrens it; 
yet becauſe that Sun of righteouſnefle aroſe upon it, & gave anew lifeunto the world 


with the Pſalmiſt;T his ic the dey which the Lord hath made, Now 1 forget the world.and 


rimesof their privacie, forbid the acceſſe of all ſuters.Prayer, meditation, reading, hea- 

 ring,preaching; ſinging,good conference,are the buſineſſes of this day : which I dare 

. | not beſtow on any work,or pleaſure,but heavenly. I hate ſuperſtition an the one ſide, 
an 


i it,and drew the ſtrength of Gods morall precept unto it, therfore juſtly doe we ling 


inaſort my ſelfe; and deale with my wofitedthonghts,as great men uſe, whoar ſome | 


d| 
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and looſenefſe on the other; but T find it hard to offend in tov much devotion; eaffe in | 
prophaneneſle. The whole weeke is ſandtified by this day : and according tomy care 
ofthis, is my bleſſing on the reſt. I ſhew your Lordſhip what I would doe, and what 
[ought: I commit my defires to the imitation of the weake z my actionsto the cen- 


fares ofthe Wiſe and Holy ; my weakneſſes to the pardon and redrefſe of my merci- 
full God. 


TISCSCTCCCSSSSTICCSITTICICECSTEESSIS TESTES 
To MF. T.S.Dedicated to Sir Fulke Greutll. 


Ee.1l. Diſt conrſing how we may Rſe the world without danger* 
FH to live outof the danger of the World, is botha great and good care, and 
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that which troubles too few. Some, that the world may not hurt them, run 

from it; and baniſh themſelves to the tops of ſolicary mounraines : changing 
the Cities for Deſarts, houſes for Caves,and the ſocietie of men for beaſts; an ll 
their enemie might infinuate himſelfe into their ſecrecie, have abridged themſelves 
of dyet, cloathing, lodging, harbour, fit for reaſonable creatures ; ſeeming to have left 
off themſelves, no lefle than companions. _ 

As ifthe world were not eyery where; as if we could hide our ſelves from the De- 
vill ; as if ſolirarinefle were privilegedifrom Temptations : as ifwe did not more vio- 
lently affe& reſtrained delights as if theſe 7eromes did not find Rope in their hea 
when they had nothing but rocks and trees in their eye. Hence, rheſe places ofreti-| 
rednefſe, founded at firſtupon neceſſity mixt with devotion, have proved infamouſly 
uncleane ; Celsof luſt, not of pietie. This courſe is prepoſterous; if I were worthy to 
teach youa better way, learne tobe an Hermiteat home : Begin with your owne heart, 
eſtrange and weane it from the love, not from the uſe of the world : Chriſtianity hath 
taught usnothing, if we have not learned this diſtindtion,; Ir isa great weakneffe nor 
toſee, but we muſt he enamoured : Eliſha ſaw the ſecret ſtare of the Syrian Corr, yet 
as an enemie : The blefſed Angells ſec our earthly affaires, bur as ſtrangers : Moſes his 
body wasin the Courtof Pharavh, amongſt the delicate Egyprians, his heart was ſuffer- 
ing with the afflicted 1ſraehites. Lortooke part of the faire medowes of Sedow, not 0 
their finnes. Our bleſſed Saviour faw the glory of all Kingdomes, and conremned 
them: and cannot the world looke upon us Chriſtians, but we are bewitched? Wee 
ſee the Sunne daily, and warmeus at his beames, yet make not an Idoll of it ; doth 
any man hide his face,leſt he ſhould adore itzAllour ſafety or danger therefore is from] 
within.In vain 1sthe body an Anachoret if the heart bea Xaffian;And if that beretired 
inaffetions,the body 1s bat a Cipher: Lo then the eyes will look careleſlyand ſtrange- |. 
ly on what they ſee, and the tongue will ſometimes anſwer to that was not asked.We 
eatand recreate, becauſe we muſt, not becauſe we would : and when we are pleaſed, 
weare ſuſpicious: Lawfull delights, we neither refuſe nor dote upon, and allcon- 
tentments goe and come like ſtrangers. That all this may be done, take up your heart 
with better thoughts ; be ſure it will notbe empty : if heaven have fore-ftalled all the | 
roomes, the world is diſappointed, and either dares not offer, or is repulſed. Fix} 
your ſelfe upon the glory ofchar eternity, which abides you after this ſhore pilgri- 
mage. Youcannot but contemne what you find.in compariſon of what you expeR. | 
Leave notrtill you attaine to this, that you are willing toliye, becauſe you cannot as 
yet be diffolyed : Be bur one halfe upon earth, let your better parr converſe above 
whence tis, and enjoy that wheretoit was ordained. Thinke how little the World can 
doe for you, and what it doth, how deceirfully:what ſtings there are withthis Honey, 
what Farewell ſucceeds this Welcome. EET 

Whenthis /2elbrings you milke in the one hand, know ſhe hath a naile inthe 0- 
ther. Aske your heart what it is the betrer,what the merier, for all thoſe pleaſtres 
wherewithir hath befriended you : let your own tryall teach you contempt; Thinke 
how ſincere, how glorious thoſe joyes are,whichabide you elſewhete, atid a thouſand 
times more certaine(thoughfuture)than the preſent. 
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ſolvenot : when your heart is once thus: {crled, ir ſhall command all chingsto ady;n- 


tage.The world ſhall not betray, but ſerve it ; and rhar ſhall be fulfilled which Gog Z 
promiſes by his Salomon ; whea the wajes of 4 m3 pleaſe rhe Lord, he will make view. | 
mies alſo at peace with him. £70 | 

Sir, this advice my poverty afforded long fince toa weake friend ; Iwriteitnot to | | 
you any otherwiſe, than as Schollers are wont to fay their part to their Maſters. The | | 
world hath long and juſtly both noted and honoured you for eminence in wifdome | | 
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Andler not theſe thoughts be flying, but fixed:In yaiae doe we meditate, if were.) 


| 


and learning, and Iaboye the moſt ; Iam ready wich the awe ofa Learner, toembrzce | | 
all precepts from you: you ſhall expe& nothing from me, bur Teſtimonies of reſpct | | 
and thankfulneſſe. | 


ZOSSASZAES SHUN SRR AZ (35 , 


ToSirGe:orcGEt FLEETwood. 


Ee. I II. Ofthe remedies of ſuune,and motives to aveyd it, | 
bh is none, cither more common or more troubleſome gueſt, than Sin, | 


SA Troubleſome, both in the ſolicitation of it, andintheremorſe. Before theat, | | 

It wearies us with a wicked importunity ; afterrhe at, it torments us with | | 
feares, and the painfull gnawings of anacculing Conſcience:Netther isit more irkſome | 
ro men, than odjous to God; who indeed never hatedany thing bur ir; and for irany 


thing. How happy were we, if we could be rid of it? This muſtbeour defire, butcan- | \ 
not be our hope, {o long as we carry this body of finne and death abour us : yet(which | | 
15 our comfort) 1t ſhall not carry us, though we carry 1t : It will dwell with us, bur with |C- 
no command ; yea, with nopeace : We grudge to give it houſe-roome ; but we hate | | 


Ro * >_> Yo 4 a 


to give it ſervice. This our Hagar will abide many ſtrokes, ere ſhe-be rurnedoutof | | 
doores : ſhe ſhall goe at laſt ; and the ſeed of promiſe (hall inheric alone. There isno | | 
unquietneſſe good, bur this: and in this caſe, quietneſſe canto ſtand wirh ſafery:; nei- | | 
ther did eyer warre more truly beget peace, than in this ſtrife of the ſoule. | 

| Reſiſtance 1sthe way tovictory ; andthat, to an eternallpeaceand happincſie. It is a 
bleſſed care then, how to reſiſt fine, how toavoid it : and ſachas Iam glad to teach| | 
and learne. Asthere are two grounds of all ſinne, ſoof the avoidance of tinne ; Love| | 
and Feare : Theſe ifthey be placed amiſſe,cauſe us to offend:if righr,are the remedics| | 


ofevill. The love muſt be of God; Feare, of judgement. | 
As heloves much, rowhom much is forgiven : ſo he that loves much, will not dare | 


to doe that which may need forgivenefſe. The heart that hath felt the fweetneſſe of D 
Gods mercies, will not abide the bitter rellithof ſinne: This is both a ſtronger motive E 
than Feare, and. more Noble ; None but a good heary is capable of this orace : which | | 
who ſo hath received, thus powerfully repels tentations. ? . 
Have I found my Godſo gracious tome, thathe hathdenied menothing,citherin | 
earth or heayen: and ſhall not Iſo muchas deny my owne will for his fake > Hath my | 
deare Saviour bought my ſoule at ſuch a price, andſhall he nothaye it > Was he cruci- | | 
ied for my ſinnes, and ſhall T by my ſinnes crucifie him againe? Aml his in ſo many | 
bonds, and ſhall I ſervethe Devill? O God ! is this the fruitofthy beneficence to me; 
that I ſhould wiltully diſhonor thee? Was thy blood (o little worth, that I ſhould tread | | 
itunder my fect? Doth this become him that ſhall be once glorious with thee?Palt | | 
thouprepared heaven for me,and doe I thus prepare my ſelfe for heaven ? Shall I chus| | 
| recompence thy loye, in doing that which thou hateſt ? Satan hath no Dart (Tipcakc| FE 
confidently) that can pierce this ſhield: Chriſtiansare indeed too oft ſurprized,cre| | 
| chey can hold it out : there 1sno fmall policy in the ſaddenneſſe of tempration : burif | | 
| they haveonceſerled irbeforetheirbreſt,they are ſafe, &their enemie hopcleſſe. Vn-! | 
der this head therefore, there is ſure remedy apainit finne, by looking upwards, back-! | 
| wards, intoour ſelyes, forwards.Vpwards, at the glorious Majeſtie, and infinite good-! | 
nefſe of that God whomour finne would offend, and in whoſe face we finne : whole, 


| mercies, and whoſe halineſſe is ſuch, thatiftherewere nohell; we would got offend. 
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Backwards, at the manifold favours, whereby we are obliged to obedience. Into our 
{zlyes, at that honorable yacation, wherewith he hath graced us, that holy profeſſion 
we have made of his calling, and grace, that ſolemne vow and coyenanr; whereby we 
have confirmedour profeſſion ; the gracious beginnings of that Spirit in us, which is 
grieved by our finnes, yea quenched. Forwards, at the joy which will folloyy upon 
our fotbearance, thar peace of conſcience, that happy expettarion of glory, compa- 
red with the momentarie andunpleaſing delight ofa preſent ſinne; All theſe,our of 
love ; Feare 1s aretentive, as neceſſarie, not ſo ingenuous.It is better to be wonne, 
thanto be frighted from ſinne : robe allured, than drawne. Both are little enough in 
our pronenefle to evill: Evill is the only objeR of feare. Herein therfore,we mult rer-! 
rifie our ſtubbornneſſe, with both evills; Of lofle, and of ſenſe : thar if it be poſfible, | 
che horror ofthe event may counteryaile the pleaſure of the rentation : Of loſſe ; re- 
membring that now weare abour to loſe a God; to caft away all the comiorts and 
hopes of another world; to rob our ſelyes of all thoſe ſect mercies we enjoyed; to 
thruſt his ſpirit out of doores (which cannot abide ro dwell within the noiſome 
ſtench of finne,) to ſhut the dooresof heaven againſt our ſelves. Of ſentc That thus 
we give Satan aright in us; poweroverus; advantage againſt us; That we make 
Cod to frowne upon us1n heaven ; That wearme all his good creatures againſtus o0| 
carth; That we doeas 1t were take Gods hand in ours: and ſcourge our ſe'ves with all 

remporall plagues, and force his curſcs upon us, and ours: That we wound our owne 
conſciences with (innes, that they may wound us with everlaſting torments; Thar 
we doe both make a hell in our breafts beforehand, and open the gares of that bor- 
romleſſe pit, to receive usafrerwards: That we doe now calit brimſtone into the fire ; 
andleſt we ſhould faile of tortures, make our ſelyes our owne fiend::Theſe, and what | 
eyer other terrors of this kind,muſt be laid to the ſoule: which, if they be throughly 

urged to an heart, not altogether increduloue, well may a man aske himſeKe, how he 

dare finne ? Bur if neither this Sun of mercics, nor the tempeſtuous winds of judg- 

ment can make him caſt off Pereys cloake of wickednefſe; he muſt beclad with confu- 

ſiongas witha dloake, according to the Pſalmiſt. | 
[ cremble tothinke how many live.,as if they were neither beholden to God,nor a-| 
fraid ofhim,neither in his debt,nor danger: As iftheir heayen & hell were both upon 

earta;ſfinning notonely without ſhame, but not withour malice:Ir is their leaſt ill to 

doe evill:Behald they ſpeake for ir, joy 1n it, boaſt of jr, inforce ro it:as if they would 

ſend challenges 1nto heaven, and make love todeſtrution:Theirlewdnefle cals for our] 
ſorrow, and zcaluus obedience; that our God maythavye as crue ſervants, as enemies. 

And as we ſee naturall qualities, increaſed with the reſiſtance of their contraries ; ſo| 
muſt our grace with others ſinnes: we ſhall redeeme ſorgewhat of Gods diſhonor by | 
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SEES GO 
BURNE, 

E e. IV. Diſcourjing how farre,and wherein Popery deſtroyer the foundation. 

Te; meane in all things is not more fafe than hart; wherher to findor keep: and | 


4s inall other morality,it lyeth inanarrow roome:ſo moſt in the matter of our | 

cenſure, eſpecially concerning Religion ; wherein we are wont to be either | 
carelefſe or too peremptory. How farre,and wherein Popery razeth the foundation, is 
worth our inquirie : I need not {tay upon words.By foundation, we meane the necel- 
ary grounds of Chriſtian faith. This foundation Papiſtry defaces, by laying anew, 
by caſting downe the old.In theſe caſes, addition deſtroyes: he that obtrudes a new | 
word, nolefſe overthrowes the Scripture, than he that denies the old; yea rms very 
obtruſion denies: he that ſers pp anew Chriſt, reje&ts Chriſt : Two foundations can-| 
\not ſtand atonre; the Arke and Dagon : Now Papiltry layesa double new founda- 
;t10n : the one, a new rule of faith, tha is, a new word ; the other, a new Author, or 


' ho. 


guide of faith, that is, a new head beſides Chriſt.God never laid other foundation, 
| thaninthe Prophersand Apoſtles : upon their divine writing, he meant to build his 
ED RE: 2 = 9 - Churchz|_ 
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7 | Church ;which he therefore inſpired, that they might be (like himſelte)perfe& and! A 
eternal : Popery builds upon an unwritten word; the yorce of old (bur doubtfiyl) 
| Traditions; the voice of the preſent Church, that 15,as they interpret it, theirs; wich | | 
no lefle confidence and preſumptionof certainty, than any thing ever written by the| | 
finger of God: If this be not anew foundation, the gld was none. God never taught | | 
i this holy Spouſe toknow any other husband, than Chriſt;to acknowledge any other 
| head:to follow any other Shepherd:to obey any other King:he alone may be enjoyed| 
| without jealouſic, ſubmitted to without danger, without error belecyed, ſerved with. 
| 


| 
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out ſcruple: Popery offers to impoſe on Gods Church a King, She herd, Head, Huſ 
band, beſidesher owne : A man, a man of finne. He muſt know all things, can erre in! 
| nothing : dire@,informe, animate, command, both in earth and Purgatorie;expound 
Scriptures, canonize Saints, forgive ſinnes, crearenew Articles of Faith; andin all 
 theſe,is abſolute 8 infallible as his Maker:who ſeesnot, that if toattribute theſe things 
' to the Son of Cod. be tomake him the foundation ofthe Church;then toaſcribe them 
'toanother, is to contradi& him that faid,orher foundation can no man lay,than that which i 
' Laid, which i 1:fus Chriſt, To lay a new foundation, doth neceſſarily ſabyert the old : 
 yetſee this farther actually done in particulars;wherein yet thisdiſtin&tion may cleare 
the way 2: The foundation is overthrowne two wayes, either in flat tearmes, when 
' maine principle of faith is abſolutely denied, as the deity and conſubſtantialitie ofthe | 
' Sonby Arriae,theTrinitic of perſons by Subelirs and Servetw, the reſturrefionof the 
; body by Himenczs and Philetus, the laſt judgement by S, Peters mockers:Or ſecondly, 
| by conſequent, when any opinion ismaintained, which by juſt ſequell over-turnerh 
| the truth of that prinaiple, which the defendant profeſſes to hold; yet fo, as he willnor 
; #rantthe neceſſitie ofthatdedudtion.So the ancient Xjnzi,of whom Jerome ſpeaketh, 
| while they urged Circumciſion, by conſequent, according to Pazls rule, rejeted C 
| Chriſt : So the Pelagians, while they defended a full perfection of our righteoutneſſe 
| inour ſelyes, overthrew Chriſts juſtification : and in effe&t (aid, 7 beleeve 3n Chriſt, and 
; in mp ſelfe : So ſome Yhbiquitaries, while they hold the poſlibilitie of converſionand! 
 alvation ofreprobates, overthrow the dorine of Gods eternall Decree, and immu- 
eabilitie. Popery comesin this latter ranke, and may juſtly be rearmed Herefie,by di- 
i ret conſequent: though not in their grant, yer inneceſſarie proofe and inference.| | 
| Thus itoverthrowes the truth of Chriſts humanitie, while ir holds his whole humane 
| body locally circumſcribed in heaven, and at once (the fame inſtant) wholly preſent | 
| inten thouſand places on earth, withour circumſcription : That whole Chriſtis in the| 
 formes of bread, with all his dimenſions, every parthaving his owne place and figure; | 
and yet fo, as that he 1s wholly inevery part of the bread.Our juſtification, while it 
aſcribes 1t to our owne works: Theall-\ufhciencieof Chriſts owne ſacrifice, whiles they 
reiterate it daily by the hands of a Prieſt. Ofhis ſatisfation,while they holda paiment 
of our utmoſt farthings, in a deviſed Purgatory.Of his mediation, while they implore 
others to aid them, nor onely by their interceſſion, but their merits; ſuing notonely | 
for their prayers, but their gifts: The value of the Scriptures, whiles they hold them 
inſufficient, obſcure, in points effentiall to ſalvation, and bind them to an uncerraine 
 dependanceupon the Church.Beſides hundreds ofthis kind,there are Hereſies int 
ctions, contrary to thoſe fundamentall practices which God requires of his : as prohi-| 
bitions of Scriptures to the laitie : Preſcriptions of devotion in unknowne tongues: 
Tying the cffe& of Sacraments and Prayersto the externall worke; Adoration of An-: 
gels, Saints, Bread, Reliques, Crofles, Images : All which, are ſo many reall under- 
; minings of the facred foundation ,which 1s noleſſe aQive, than: vocall. By this the | 
| ſimpleſt may fee, what we muſt hold of Papiſts ; neither as no Hereticks, nor yer fo! k 
. palpableas the worſt. IFany man aske for ther conviRion : In the ſimpler fort, I grant 
; thys excuſe faire and tolerable ; poore ſoules, they cannot be any otherwiſe informed, 
much lefſe perſwaded:Whilesin truth of heart, they hold the maine principles which 
' they know ; doubtlefſe the mercy of Cod may paſſe over their ignorant weakneſſe, in 
' whatthey cannot know. For theother, I feare not to ay, that many oftheir errors 
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—|thallcall for a publique anduniverſalleviftion : How can that be, when they pretend 


| 
|ſhall conſume that wicked man (which is now clearcly revealed) with the breath of his 


wes 
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EPIST.V. 


to be Judges in their owne cauſe ? Unlefſe they will notbe adyerlartes to themlzlyes, 
or judge of us, this courſe is bur impoſſible. As the Devill, ſo Antichriſt, will not yeeld: 
both ſhall be ſubdued ; neither will treat of peace : what remaines, but that the Lord 


mouth,and aboliſh him with the brightneſſe of his comming.Even {o, Lord [eſs core 
quickly. This briefly is my conceir of Popery ; which I willingly reterre to your cleare 
anddeepe judgment ; being not more deſirous to teach the 1gnorant what I know, 
than to learneof you what I ſhould reactt, and know not : Ihe Lord directallour 
cthoughtsto his glory, and the behoofe of his Church. | Fey, 
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Written long ſince to ME. LW "N 


E e137, V. Diſſwading from ſeparation, and ſhortly oppugning tie grounds of that error. 


( # N my former Epiſtle (Iconfeſſe ) I rouchedrhe late ſeparation with a light hand: 
: onely ſetting downe the injury of it (at rhe beſt) not diſcuſſing the grounds in com+ 

- mon : now your danger drawes me on to this diſcourſe : itis nor much leffe thank- 
worthy to prevent a diſcaſe, than to cure it : you confefſe that you doubt; I miſiike it 
not ; doubting is not more the way to error, than to ſatisfaction ; lay downe firit, all 
\pride and prejudice, andI cannot feare you : I never yet knew any man of this way, 


c [which hath nor bewraid himſelfe far gone with over-weening: and therefore it hath 


been juſt with God, to puniſh their ſelfe-love witherror; an humble ſpirit is a far fub- 
jet for truth : prepare you your heart, and let me then anſwer, or rather God for me; 
{you doubt whether the notorious finne of one unreformed, uncenſured, defile not the 
[whole congregation; ſoas wemay not without finne communicate therewith: and 
why not the whole Church > woe were us, if we ſhould thus live in the danger of all 


men : haye we not finnes enow of our owne., bur we muſt borrow of others? Each | 


man ſhall beare his owne burden : is ours ſo light that we call for more weighty and 
undertake what God never impoſed? It was enough for him that is God and Man, to 
beareorhers inquiries ; it isno taske for us, which {hrinkeunder the leaft of our owne. 
Bur it is made ours, youſay (though anothers) by our toleration and contvence : in- 
deed, if we conſent to them, incourage them, imitate, oraccompany them inthe ſame 


Dl exceſſe of ryort ; yet more, the publike perſon that forbeares a knowne ſinne, fianeth; 


butifeach mans knowne finne, be every mans, whatdifference is betwixt rhe root and 
the branches? Adams finne ſpred it ſelfe rous, becauſe we were in him, ſtood or fell in 
him ; our caſe is not ſuch. Doe but ſee how God ſcorneth that-unjuſt Praverb ofthe 
Jewes, That the P.athers have eaten ſowre grapes, andthe childrens reeth are ſes on edge 2 
How much leſſe are ſtrangers? Isany bond ſo neere as this: of blood ? Shall not the 
child ſmart for the Parent ? and ſhall we (even ſpiritually) for others? You object A- 
cans (tealrh , and 1ſraels puniſhment : anunlike caſe, and extraordinary: for ſee how 
dire& Gods charge is. Be ye ware ef the execrable thing, left ye mate yonr ſelves execrable , 
md intaking Fe execute thing, make alſo the Hoaſt of Iſratl execrable and trouble it, 
Now every man is madea party, by apeculiar injundtion : and not onely all zael1s 
4s One man ; bur every /ſraelire 15 a publike perſon in this act, you cannot ſhew rhe like 


Ejinevery one, no, not inany:itwasalaw for the preſent, not intended for perpetuirie: 


you may as well challenge the Trumpets of Rams-hornes, and ſeyen dayes walke unto 
every fiege. Looke elſe-where : The Church of Thyatira ſuffers the woman Tezabel 
totcachanddeceive. A grear ſinne, Ter to you (faith the Spirit). thereſt of Thyatira, as 
many as have not t19is learning, I will pat upon you none other burden, but thatwhich you 
bave,bol: fit; He ſaichnot, Leave your Church, but Hold fiſt your owne. Looke into 
the prattice of the Prophers, rauſack their burdens. and ſee if you find this thereyea, 


behold ourheſt patterne, the Sonne of God, The JewiſhRulers in Chriſts time were 
| ARIES notorioul'y 
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notoriouſly coyetous, proud,oppreſling,cruell, ſuperſtitious: our Saviour feared nor || 
polluring,in joyning with them ;and was fofarrefrom ſeparating himſclfe, that hee 
calledandſent others to them. Bur, a little Leayen leavens the whole lumpe : it is 
| true;by the infefion of it, fin, where 1t 18 unpumſhed, {preadeth; it ſowreth allthoſe 
whoſe hands are in it,not others. If we diſlike it,deteſt,deſiſt, reprove,Se mourne for 
it, we cannot be tainted : the Corinthian loye-fealts had grofſe and finfull diſorder : 
yet you heare not Paul ſay, Abſtaine fromthe Sacrament 117 theſe be reformed; Rather he 
enjoynes the a&t,and controules the abuſe : God hath bidden you heare and receiye: | 
ſhew me,wherc he hath ſaid, except others be ſinful. Their uncleannefle can no more 
defile you,than your holinefſe can excuſe them. Bur while I corm.municate(you fay) 
I conſent; God forbid. It isfinne,not tocaſt out the deſerving : but not yours; who 
| {made yotta Ruler anda Judge? Theuncleane maſt be ſeparated;not by the people ; 
| Would you have nodiſtin&ion berwixt private and publike perſons ? What ſtrange 
confuſion is this? And what other than the old note of Corahand his company , Tee 
take roo much upon pou, ſeeing all the Congregatiotiis holy,cyery one of them, and the 
Lord is among them : wherefore then lift ye up your ſelves above che Congregation 
of the Lord? What is (if this be not)to make aMonſter of Chriſts body ? hee js the 
head, his Church the body,conſifting of divers limbs. All have their ſeverall faculties 
and imployments:not every one;all; who weuld imagine any man ſo abſurd , asto 
fay, that this body ſhouldbe all rongue, or all hands; every mana Teacher, eyery 
man aRuler? As Chriſt had faid to every mat); Goe reach, and whoſe ſinnes yee remiz ; 
How ſenſclefſeare theſe two extremes? Ofthe Papiſts,that-one man hath the Keyes : 
| Of the Browniſts, that every man hath them. But theſe privileges and charges are 
given tothe Church : True;to be execured by her Governours: the faculty of ſpeech 
15 given'to the whole man, but the uſe of it to the proper inſtrumenr. Man ſpeaketh, 
but by his rongne;ifa voice ſhould be heard from his hand, eare,foot,it wereunnatu- 
| rall : Now ifthe tongue ſpeake not when it ought, ſhall we be ſo fooliſh as to blame 
{the hand?Bur you ſay;if the tongue ſpeake not, or ſpeake 1ll;the whole man ſmarterh, 
che man finnerh:1I grantit,bur you ſhal ſet the natural body on too hard a rack, if you 
ſtraineit m all things,tothe likeneſſe of the ſpirituall,or civill. The metnbers of that 
being quickned by the fame ſoule, have charge of each other , and therefore cither 
ſtand or fall together : It is not ſo in theſe. If chen notwithſtanding unpuniſhed ſins, 
we may joyne with the true Church:Whether is ours ſuch ? You donbt, and your ſo- 
/ icitors deny: ſurely,if we haye many enormities, yet none worſe thanraſh and cruell 
Judgement ; ler them make this a colour to depart-from themſelves : theres no leſſe 
;woe to them that call good evill. Tojudge one man is bold and dangerons. Judge 
then what is it to condemne a whole Church:God knowes, as much without cauſe, as 
without ſhame. Vaine men may libell againſt the Spouſe of Chriſt : her husband ne- 
ver divorced her:No,his love 1s ſtill above their hatred, hisbleſſings above their cen- 
ſures:Doe bur aske them, were we ever the true Church of God?If they deny it; Who 
| then were ſo? Had God neyer Churchupon earth, fince the Apoſtles time, till Bar- 
row and Greemeood aroſe ? And eyen thenſcarce a number? nay, when or where was 
| ever any man inthe world (except in the ſchooles perhaps of Bexarus or Novatss ) 
that taught their dorine;& now ſtill hath he none, but in a blind lane at Amſterdam? 
Can youthinke this probable ? If they affirme it, when ceaſed we? Are not the points 
controverted {till the ſame? The ſame government. the ſame dorine? Their minds 
ere changed, not our eſtate: Who hath admoniſhed,evinced,excommunicated us;and 
when? Alltheſe muſt be done. Will it not bea ſhame to ſay ; that Francis lohaſon, as 
he rooke powerto excommunicaee his brother,and Father; ſo had Power tO excom- 
municate his Mother,the Church ? How baſe and idle are theſe conceirs? Are wee 
| then Hereticks condemned inour ſelves? Wherein overthrow we the foundation? 
| WhatotherGod,Saviour,Scriptures, Juſtification, Sacraments, Heayen,do they teach 
; beſides us? Can all the Maſters of Separation, yea can all the Churches in Ckriſten- 
| dome, ſer forth a more exquiſiteand worthy confeſſion of faith, than is containedin 
the Articlesof the Church of England 2 Who can hold theſe and be herericall? Or, 
from which of theſe are we reyolred?But ro make this good, they haye taught you 0 
bes 
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fay,that every truth in Scripture is fundamental; fo truitfall is errour ofabſurdiries; 
Whereof ſtill on2 breeds another more deformed rhan it felfe. That Trephinues was 
left at Miletum ſicke,that Pauls Cloakewas lefrat 7Treas,that Gatze, Pauls hoaſt, falu- 
red the Romanes, that Nabal was drunke; or that Toamar baked Cakes, and a thou- 
'fand of this nature are fundamentall : how large 1s the Separatiſts Creed,that hath all 
theſe Articles? If they ſay all Scripture is of the ſame Autnor, ofthe ſame authorit : | 
ſo ſay we, but not ofthe ſame ule : 15 ir as neceſflary for a Chtiſtian to know that Perey | 
hoſted with one Simon a Tanner in 7oppa,as that Jefus Chritt the Sonne of God was | 
borne of the Virgin ary £ What a monſter is this of an opinion, thatall truths are 
equall?that this ſpirituall houſe ſhould be all foundation,no walls, no roofe ? Can no 
man be ſaved but he that knowes every thing in Seriprure ? Then both they and wee 
are excluded : heaven wou!d not have ſo many,as their Parlor at Amfterdan;.Can any 
man be ſavedthat knowes nothing in Scriprure ? Ir is farre from them to be ſoover- 
charitable to affirme it : you ſee then that both all truths muſt not of neceſſity bee 
\known,and ſome muſt;and theſe wejuſtly call tundamental!:which who fo holdeth, 
all his hay and ſtubble (through the mercy of Cod) condemne him nor : ſtill he hath 
right tothe Church on carth,and hope in heaven: bur whether every ruth be finda- 
mentall,or neceſſary? diſcipline/you fay)1s ſo : indeed neccffary tothe well-hein g of 
| a Church,no more:it may be true withour it, not pertc&. Chriſt compares his Spouſe 
to an Army withbanners:as order isro an Arme,o 1s diſcipline tothe Church:ifthe 
troops be not well marſhalled in their ſeverall Tankes, and movenot forward accor- 
ding to the diſcipline of warre,itis an Army ſtill:contulion may hinder their facceſſe, 
ba cannot /bereave them of their name : 1t 15,45 beauritull proportionra the body, an 
hedge to avineyard,a wall to acitie,an hem toa garment, ſeeling to an houſe. It ma 
be a body, vineyard,city,garment, houſe, without them:it cannot be well andperfect; 
yet which of our Adverſaries will fay we haveno diſcipline ? Some they granr, bur 
not the right : as if they ſaid : Your Citie hath a Brick wall indeed, but it ſhould have 
one of hewne ſtone ; your Vineyard is hedged, but it ſhould be paled and ditched : 
| while they cavill at what we want, we thanke God for what we have; and ſo much we 
have,in ſpight of all detraQtion,as makesus botha true Church.and a worthy one. 

- Butthe maine quarrell is againſt our Miniſterie,and forme of worſhip: let theſe be 
examined;thisis the circle of their cenſure. No Church, therefore no Miniſtery:and 
no Miniſtery,thereforeno Church : unnatural} ſons, tha pit in th» face of thoſe ſpi- 
rituall Fathers that begot them, and the Mother that bore them. What would they 
have? Have we not competent gifts from above, for ſo great a funtion? Are we all 
unleamed,unſafficient?Not a man that knowes to divide theword aright?As Paglto. 
the Corisths Is it ſo that there is not one wiſe man among({tus? No man will aftirme 
it: fomeof them have cenſiired our excefſe in ſome knowledge ; none; our defe& in 
all: What then? Have we nota true deſire to doe faithful '{crvice to God and his 
Church? No zealefor Gods glory ? Who hath been in our hearts to ſee this > Who 
dare uſurpe upon God, and condemne our thoughts ? Yea, we appeale to that onel 
Tudge of hearts, whether he hath not given usa ſincere longing. for the good of his 
Sion : he ſhall make the thoughts ofall hearts maniteſt:and rhenſhallevery man have 
praiſe of God. If then we have both abilitie and will ro dopublike good : our inward 
calling(which is the main point)is good and perfedt;for the outward, what want we? 
Are we not firſt ( after good triall ) preſented and approved by thelearned in our 
Colledges,examined by our Church-governors,ordain d by impoſition of hands of 
the Elderſhip,allowed by the Congregations we are ſet over ? Doe we not labour in 
word and doftrine? doe we not carefully adminiſter the Sacraments of the Lord Je- 
ſus > haye we not by our publike meanes wonne many foules ro God ? what ſhould 
we have and doe more? All this,and yetnotrue Miniſters ? we paſſe very little robe 
judged of them,or of mans day : bur our Ordainers(you fay)are Antichriſtian: ſure- 
ly our cenfurersare unchriſtian-: tho we ſhonld grant it, ſome of us were baprized by 
Herericks :isthe Sacrament annihilated,and muſt it beredoubled > How much leſle 
Ordination, which is but an outward admifſion to preach the Goſpell > Cod forbid | 
| that we ſhould thus condemne the innocent:more hands were laid upon us,than one: 
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and ofthem,for the principall,except but their perpetuall honour,and ſome fery im- A 
 materiall Rites, let an enemy ſay what they diifer from Super-intendents; and can 
\their double honour make themno Elders? If rhey have any perſonal! faults, why Is 
cheir calling ſcourged ? Looks 1nto our Saytours times: what corruprtions were in the 
very Prieſt-hood} It was now made annuall, which was betore fixed and ſingular, 
Chriſt faw theſe abuſes, and was ſilent : here was much diſlike and no clamour : we, 
for leſle, exclaime and ſeparate : even perſonall offences are ferchr in tothe condem:- | 
nation of lawfull courſes. God give both pardon and redreſſe to tins toulc uncharita- 
blenefſe. Alas, how ready are we to tofle the fore-part of our Wallet,whites Our owne 
faults are ready to break our necks behindus: all the world ſees and condemmes their 
 Ordination to be faulty, yeanone at all : yer they cry out firſt on us, craftily(Tthink) 
leſt we ſhould complaine. That Church- governors ſhould ordaine Miniſters , hath 
beene the conſtant pradtice of the Church, from Chriſts time,to this houre. I except 
| onely,in an extreme deſolation,meerely for the firſt courſe : that the people ſhould 
; make their Miniſters, was unheard of 1n allages and Churches, till Bolton, Browne,and 
| Barrow © and hath neicher colour nor example : Doth not thus compariſon ſeeme 
' ſtrange and harſh? Their tradeſ-men may make true Miniſters,our Miniſters cannot: 
| who bur they wouldnot be aſhamed of ſach apoſition? Or who but you would not 
chinke the time miſ-ſpenr in anſwering it > No lefle frivolous are thole exceptions 
| that are taken againſt our worſhip of God, condemned for falſe and idoſatrous, 
{whereof Volumes of Apologies are written by others:we meet together, pray,reade, 
| heare,preach,ſing, adminiſter, and receive Sacraments : wherein offend we > How 
| many Gods doewe pray to? or to whom bur the true God? In what words but ho- 
ly > whom doe wepreach bur the ſame Chriſt with them > what point of faith, not | 
i theirs 2 What Sacraments but thoſe they dare not but allow ? Where lyes our Idola- |C 
try, that we may let it out? Inthe manner of performing : in ſet prayers, Antichri- 
; tian Ceremonies of croſling, kneeling,$c. For the former : what ſinne 1s this? The 
{originall and truth of prayer is in the heart, rhe voyce 1s but as accidentall; if the 
'heart may often conceive the ſame thought, the rongue her ſeryaut may often utter | 
it, in the ſame words : and if daily to repeat the ſame ſpeeches be amiſſe, then to en- 
icertaine the ame ſpirituall deſires,1s (infull : roſpeake once without the heart is hy- 
! pocriticall : but to ſpeake often the ſame requeſt with the heart, never offendeth. 
; Whar intolerable boldnefſe 1s this ; to condemne that in us which is recorded to 
j have beene the continuall practice of Gods Church in all ſacceſions> Of the Jewes, 
' inthe time of 2Loſes, David, Salomon, tehoſuphar,Ezekiah,Teremie : Of the ancient Chri- 
/ſtian afſemblies,both Greeke,and Latine,and now at this day of all refarmed Chur- 
; ches1n Chriſtendome z yea, which our Saviour himſelfe ſodireRtly allowed, andina 
manner preſcribed,and the bleſſed Apoſtles Paul and Perer in all their formall ſalutx- 
tions(which were no other than ſer prayers)ſo commonly practiſed : for the other, 
(leſt I excced a Letter)rthough we yeeld them ſuch as you imagine (worſe they can- 
| not be ) they are bur Ceremonious appendances, the body and fubſtance is found. 
| Bleſſed be God that we can have histrue Sacraments at ſoeaſie a rate, as the payment 
| if they were ſuch)of a few circumſtantiall inconveniences: how many deare chil- 
; dren of Codinallages,evenneerethe golden times of the Apoſtles, have gladly pur- 
| chaſed them much dearer, and not complained : but ſee how our Church impoſes 
them : not asto bind the conſcience, otherwiſe than by the common bond of obedi- 
ence;not asaCtions, wherein Gods worſhip eſſentially conſiſterh, but as themſelves, 
Ceremonies : comely or convenient,not necclfary ; whatſoever: is this a ſufficient | 
ground of ſeparation?How many moderate andwiler ſpirirs have we, thatcannot ap- 
prove the Ceremonies,yetdare not forſakethe Church?& that hold your departure 
farremoreevill,thanthe cauſe. Youare invited toa feaſt:if bur a Napkin or Trencher 
| be miſ-placed,oradiſh ill carved ;doe you run from the Table,and not ſtay to thank 
the Hoaſt?Either belefſe curious,or more charitable. Would God both you andall 0- 


| ther, which either favour the Separation;or profeſſe ir, could but reade oyer the an- 
| 


cient ſtories of the Church to ſee the true ſtate of things and times; the beginnings, 


| POT OT encounters, yeeldings, reſtaurations of the Goſpell, what 


it. AN. 
—_-— <> . —__ _ 


| 


OED. — 
ow Ao. cor _— 
5 __ « 


* "4" 02 


— pe_ £7; 
7, os wwe 


de 198 


SS —— 
Ba E SF 4 > = = 
rn 


WI. 24 


we F _ 4 W< - 8 : . by k 
IR _—— == . Su ITE . E gn 
EF a boon EE ae te "RY 
; ET fe A - - 
- mn - 
«+ a: 
go = x A by _ e - re IE pore 
Pts. - . ":— ER nw G + Wc. oo = 
R by « F S En 
+ © | gt ſo 
cm >< - 
i” _ C—_— 
_ -—_—_ - , - (— - - Lg 
- Re” t " - —_ 
———_— TE OE 


- 9 8 


E 2 


-— _ —_ _ 
EMT. 


4; i a —- 
ow Res 


- 
ne, oe a _- 


« 
£1 
\t 8 
. 
\, 
- 
; 14 : 
; . 
F : 
| = 
\ 4: pt 
TFT : : : 
L.I® 5 
Tz 
: 
4 Li 
: 
: 
' | 
= $5 6 
: 
| 4þ q 
% $% , 
s } 
: ” 
© #4 
: ir 
$32 "3 1i9® 
' : G 
TK ns 
: "> 
Ct? it 
0 p 
.F; $7 \ 
iN!* 3 
6! LI 
F , 
. '. 
"T 
z - 
FS 
- Ly 
F x 
o317 . 
741 | 
Þ : 
$4 F 
L © ! 
El 
[1 7 / 
bl 5 
:, $ © 
: 13 RE 
I : . 
[1 7 
: 4 
{EF F - 
7 + S796 
+5 
F1 ; 
: T5 © 
£ 
$ 
« *4 
4 ++ 
: 
| L 
© *L: £ 
"1.5 n £4 £9 
* 3 © 
4 11566 i& 
Af; 0 6 
{ j { 
Fo? 
- s & D 
” 26 13; 
7 Ks? ? 4 f 
4 3 > 
"5 0 | 'K, 
11% 
$5 x7 , £5 
x5; 17. F*® 
T9 UE4- 
/* 7 -*Þ KERAL Zh 
= 4 $ Ut 
WT; 31 
22 x 6 | 
: » £% 
LET 2 © 2 Ee) 
b. bs 1 4 x | : - 
® ; : i a; 24 
. | 3 
. + LT. -_ & 4 
$8 1 y , 
F £2 * Ow" 4 
1 7 TERS $3 
* 14d [£5 2:63 f 
41 i IR: 3 
8 915 © 3 
" BEP+ © ; ®F © 
% p 0 4 
ROE9 : 
- 8 & « © #5 
& au? ' 
+ $ "X P 
$4 F243 +4 
of # 253.>- . Rf 
*%..# #S:: 
L008} £7 
'S. + $* 
: 4 M F* 
+ hy bl 
ce cY 
- : 
A 3 4 
Wm. yt « 
: 1 PLIHRS fs 
is 174 8 
WH + 
$5; * 
_ TS... 7 44 
$4 : 1-74 Wi 1 
' F , \ ; 
; . 2 
Fr £41P {3 
WIT $47 i 4 
$3! $ YI8Þ 
t- fh v- th * 
F FD 4 44 by 
+ V& 
i bo : TL? 
$544 £5.99 
+ W223 8X48 & 
E-. Tt +: 
BEvy Bits 
Ft 
IF, T7 1 IF 
v4 $13-12BÞ > 
- is ng 
+7 4 BH 
? Ty -: : 
. C 4 
oY 24 hs 35 
Pp ” 7 . 5 
3 7 187 
: a / 
T7 j KY ry 
Ti. f 7Wb 
14+ 69 
IIF# > 0 
| +4, 
” *. © 
IF N35 4 
[4; d 7 © : 
£1 $304 
$&7 7 i, 
? is a 
- : - 
L & $3 3 
* i '$- 
BLISS WEL. +, 
: : * 
wie 4 $ x: 
i® F* 4 {54 J 
LIT *y %; 
ES * »E . 
* E - IF; 
: "71 l #} 
: 3.45 
i7 
: '' $4 
by I 
+16 76h 4 
#85 
"T4 © £4 
LIPS 
g : 4 & 
£ Y 


- 
os *, 
+ 
+ 
y—_—_ 
— T y9% 9 


*. POET EEE I —_ —_ 
"—__ 


—_— A... 


—_—_— ——_—_——— —— hs. A— 
Ar Lt. — 


"_— 


it an——_— > mm — —— — = 4 — A. 


i 
4 
. = 
Es ns i. eee ee — oo oe  - OC: AU at 
” m— 


| a | the holy Fathersof choſe firſt times were glad to ſwallow for peace; what they held, | 
practiſed, found, left:whoſoever knowes bur theſe things, cannot ſeparate; and ſhall | © 
not be contented only, but thankfull : God ſhall give yon {till more light : in the! 
meanetime, upon the perill of my ſonle,ſtay,and take the bleſſed offers of your Cad, 1 
; | inpeace: And ſince Chriſt faith by my hand, will you alſo goe away ? Anfiver him 


with that worthy Diſciple, M1 aſter, whither ſhafT oe from thee? tho ha ſt 5he words o j | 
x eternal life. | 
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Re, VI. Acomplaint of the miſceducation of our Gentry. 

p| Wy Confeſſe, Icannot honour blood without good qualities; norfſpare it, with ill. | _ 
| Br is nothing that I more deſire to be taught, than whats trucNobility:What 

thanke 15 1t to you, that youare borne well > If you could haveloſt this privilege | 
of Nature, I feare you had notbeen thus farre Noble : that you may 1:0t plead delſerr, | 
| [you had this before you were; long ere you could cither know or prevent it; you arc | | 
deceived it you think this any other than the body of Gentility : the life and ſcule © 
it,1s mnoble and vertuous diſpoſition, in gallantneſſe of ſpirit without haughrineſſe, 
without inſolence, without ſcornefull overlineſſe: ſhortly, in generous qualities,cari- | 
age,attions.See yUur errour,and know that this demeanor doth not anſwer an honeſt [ 
birth: If you can follow all faſhions,drink all healths,weare favours and good cloaths, 
confort with Rutffanly companions, ſweare the biggeſt oathes, quarrell eaſily, fight 
deſperately,game in cvery inordinate Ordinary, ſpend your patrimony ere ir fa'l, 
C|looke on every man betwixt ſcorne and anger ; uſe gracefully ſorpe geſtures of apiſh 
_ [complement;talke irreligioully,dally with a Miſtris,or (which ws 7 1s plainer) hunt 
after Harlors, takefinoke at a Play-houſe, and live as if you were made all for ſport, 
youthinke you have done enough, to merit, both of your blood, and others opinions. | 
Certainly,the world hath no baſenefle, if chis be generoſity: well-fare the honeſt and 
civill rudenefſe of the obſcure ſons of the earth, if ſuch be the graces ofthe eminent : | 
| | Theſhame whereof {me thinks ) is nct ſo proper to the wildnefſeof yourh, asto the {1 
| |careleſtefe or vanity of Parents: I ſpeak itbuldly;our Land hath noblemiſh compa- 

| |rable tothe miſ-eqducation ofour Gentry:Infancy and youth are the ſeed-rtimes of all 
hopes: if thoſe paſſe unſeaſonably, no fruircan be expected fromour age, bur ſhame 
and ſorrow : whoſhould improve the(c,bur they which may command them? I can- 
notaltogether complaine of our firſt yeares. How like are we to children, in the traj- 

D ning up of our children | Givea childe ſome painted Babe; he joyesin it art firſt ſight, | 
and for ſome dayeswill nor abide ir ont of his hand or boſome ;, but when he hath fa- 
ted himſelf with the new pleaſure ofthat gueſt, he now(after a while®caſts it into cor- 
| [ners,forgers ir,and can looke upon ic, with nocare: Thus doe we by ours. Their 
| \firſt times find us rot more fond, than carefull : we doe not more follow them with 7 
| [ourlove,thanply them with inſtrution : When this delight begins to grow ſtale, we x 
begin to grow negligent. Nothing that I know can be fauired in the ordering of 
Childhood,but indulgence. Fooith Mothers admit of Tutors,but debar rods. Thclc, 

' [while they defire their children may learne, but not ſmart,asis ſaid of Apes, kill their | 
young ones with love; for what can worke upon thar age,but feare >And what feare £ 
without corre&ion? Now atlaſt, with what meaſure of Learning their owne.will 
| \would vouchfafe to receive, they are too carly ſent tothe common Nurſeries of 
E Knowledge: There(unleſſe they fall under carcfull tuition)they ſtudy 13 jeſt, and play 

' |nearneſt. In ſach univerfall meanes of Learning, all cannot fall beſides them ; what | 
their company,what their recreation would either inſtill or permit, they briag howe ; 
to their glad Parents. Thence are they tranſplanted to the Collegiate Innes of our 
; [common Lawes:and there too many learne to be lawleſſe,and to forger their former | # 
| |lirtle: Pagls 1s their weſtmisfertheir Study,an Ordinary,or Play-houſe, or Dancing- 
| \{choole,and ſome Lambert their Ploydon. And now after they have(nor withonrmuch 
expence)learned faſhions & licentiouſneſſe, they returne home, full ofwelcomes and 


orarularions. | 
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| ever you take your owne evils, I muſt tell you,we pity you, andthinke you havejuſt 


DECAD. 1. 
gratulations.By thistime ſome bloſſomes of youth appearing in their face,aqmagiſh | 
their Parents to ſeeke them ſome ſeaſonable match ; Wherein the Father inquires for | 
wealth, the ſon for beauty, perhapsthe mother for Parentage, ſcarce any for Vertue, 
for Religion. Thus ſerled, What is their care ; their diſcourſe,yea,their Trade,buce;- 
ther an Hound,or an Hawke > And itis well;ifno worſe : And now, they ſolive, asif 
they had forgotten that there were books : Learning is for Priefts, and Pedants ; for 
Gentlemen, pleaſure: Oh! that either wealth or wit thould becaſt away thusbaſcly: 
That ever reafon ſhould grow ſo debauched, as tothink any thing more worthy than 
knowledge. With whatſhame and emwation may we looke upon other Nations 
(whoſe apiſh faſhions we cantake upin the channels,negletting their imitable exam- 
ples)and with what ſcorne dothey looke upon us? T hey have their folemne Acade- 
mies for all thoſe qualiries, which may accompliſh Genulity : from w® they reurne| 
richly furniſhed, both for a&tion,and ſpeculation. They account knowledge and abi- 
litic of diſcourſe as eſſenriall togreatneſſe,as blood: neither are they more aboye the 
| vulgar in birth, than in underſtanding : They travell with judgement, and returne 
| withexperience : ſo doethey follow the exerciſes of the body, that they negle@nor 
the culture ofthe mind. From hence growes civilitie, and power to manage affaires, 
either of Juſtice,or State : from hence encouragement to learning, and reyerence 
from inferiors.For thoſe onely can eſteeme knowledge, which have ir; and the com: | 
mon ſort frame either obſeryance,or contempt, out of the example of their Leaders. 

Amongſt them, the ſonnes of Nobles ſcorne not either Merchandize, or learned | 
profeſſions:and hate nothing ſo much as to doe nothing : T ſhame and hate to think, 
that our Gallants hold, there can be no diſparagement, but in honeſt callings. Thus 
perhaps I have abated the envie of this reproofe, by communicating it to more; 
which I hadnot done, but that the generality of evillimportunes redrefſe, I well ſee 
that either good or evill deſcends : Invame {ball we hope for the reformation of the 
many,while the better aredifordered. Whom toſolicite herein, I know not, but all: 
How glad ſhould I be to ſpend my light to the ſnuffe, for the effetting of this ! 1 can 


but perſiwade and pray; thefe I will nor faile of: The reſt to him that both can amend | 
| and puniſh. 
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Er.VII. written ſome whiles ſince, concerning ſome new opinions then broached in the 
Churchesof H@1Lanp; 4nd under the name of Arminius ( hen living ) per- 
ſwading all great wits ro a ſtudy and care of the coxmmon peace of the Charch, and 
diſſwaging from all affeation of ſingularttie. | | 


Received lately a ſhort relation of ſome new Paradoxes from yout Leiden, you 
Prone know what we thinke : I feare not to be cenſured, as medling;: your cruth 1s 

ours : The Sea cannot divide thoſe Churches whom one faith unites. I know pot 
how it comes to paſſe, that moſt men,while they roo much affe civility , turne flat- 
terers; andplaine truth is moſt-where counted rudenefſe. He that telsa ſick friend he 
looks ill, or termes an angry tumour the Gowr , or a watriſh ſwelling Dropſic; is 
thought unmanerly.For my part,I am glad that I was not born to feed humors: How 


cauſe of dejetion,and we for you:not for any privatecares,bur(which touch a Chri- 
ſtianneereſt Ae Common-wealth of Gad.Beho!d.,after all thoſe hils of carkaſſes,6: 
ſtreames of blood, your civill ſword is ſheathed, wherin we neither congratulare,not 
feare your peace;lo now,in ſtead of that,another while, the ſpirituall Ford 1s drawn 
and ſhaken, andit is well, if 8omore, Now the politicke $tate firs ſtill, the Church 
quarrels : Oh! the inſativble hoſtlitie ofour greatenemy, with what change of mil- 
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chiefes doth he afflict miſerable man > No ſooner did the Chriſtian world begin to / 
breathe from perſecution, but it was more punithed with Arri1z#fme : when the red | 
Dragon cannot devoure the child,he tries ro drowne the mother ;and when the wa- | 
ters faile, he raiſes warre. Your famous /#uniws had nothing more admirable than his | 
love of peace: when our buſte Separariſts appealed him,with whara ſiveet calmneſſe 
did herejet them,and with a grave importuniry calld chem to moderation ! How it | 
world have vexed his holy foule(now out ofthe danger of patlions)co have fareſcene 
his chaire troubleſome. God forbid thatthe Church ſhould find a Challenger, in 
ſtead of a Champion : Who would think but you ſhould have beene raughr the be- 
nefitofpeace,by the long want 7 Bur if your temporall ſtate ( beſides either hope, or 
beleefe) hath growne wealthy with warre, like thoſe Fowles which fatten with hard 
weather: yet be too ſure, that theſe ſpirituall broyles cannor but 1mpoveriſh the 
Church; yea, affamiſh 1t. It werepitie rhat your He/and thould be (till the Armphi- 
theatre of the world,on whole Scaffolds all other Nations ſhould fir, and ſee varicty 
of bloody ſhewes, not without pitie,and horror. IFI might challenge ought in that 
your acuteand learned 4rminiws; I would thus foliciteand conjure him : Alas that 
wiſe a man ſhould not know the worth of peace; that ſo noble 2 ſonne of the Church 
ſhould not be brought to light, withour ripping the wombe of 1:is morher ! Whar 
meane theſe ſabrill Novelties? ifthey make theefamous, and the Church miſerable, 
who ſhall gaine by them > Is lingulafity ſoprectous, thatitſhould coſt noleſſe, than | 
the ſafety and quiet of our common mother 2 IF ir betruth thou affecteſt ; what 
alone > Could never any eyes(till thine ) be blefled with this object > Where hath 
that ſacred verity hid her ſelfe thus long from all her carefull Tnquiſitors, that ſhee 
now firſt ſhewes her head to thee unfought 2 Hath the Goſpell ſhined thus long; and 
bright, and lcft ſome corners unfeene > Away withallnew truths; faire and plauſible 
they may be,ſound rhey cannot : ſome may adthire thee for them; none ſhall bleſſ 
thee . But grant that ſome of theſe are noleffe trae; than nice points» what doe theſe 
unſeaſonable crochers and quayers trouble the harmonious plain-ſongs of our peace? 
Some quiet error may be better than ſome unruly truth. Who binds us to ſpeake 
all we think 2 So the Church may be {ti1l,, would God thou wert wiſe alone. Did 
not our Adyerfaries quarrell enough before, at our quarrells> Wete they not rich 
enough with our ſpoyles > By thedeare nameof our common parents, whatmeaneſt 
thou Arminizs? Whither tend theſe new-rais'd difſentions > Who ſhall thrive by 
them but they which inſult upon us, and riſe by the fall of truch > Who ſhall be un- 
done,butthy brethren By that moſt precious, and bloody ranfome of our Saviour, 
znd by that awfull appearance we ſhallonce make before the glorious Tribunal of 
che Son of God, remember thy ſelfe and the poore diftrafted limmes of the Charch : 
Lecnot choſe excellent parts, wherewith God hath furniſhed thee, lye irithe narrow | 
waj,and cauſe any weake oneeither tofall,orſtumble,orerre. For Gods fake, eirher 
lay norhing,orthe fame. How many great wits have ſought no by-pathes, and now | 
are hapoy with their fellowes ! Ler itbe no.diſparagement togoe with many to hea- | 
ven. Whar could he reply to. fo plaine a charge? No diſtinction can ayoyd the | 
power of fimple truth. I know he heares not thisof me firſt; Neither that learned and | 
worthy Fra:1.G»marw,nor your other grave fraternirie of reverend Diyines, have | 
been ſilent in ſo maine a caule. T fearerather toomuch noyſe in any of theſe tumults : | 
There may too many contend,not intreat. Mulctude of ſuters 1s commonily ;power- 
full; how much more injuſt motions ? Bur if either he,or you, ſhall turne me home, 
and bid me ſpend my little moyſture upon our owne brands, I grant there is both the 
ſame cauſe,and the ſame nced. This counſellis no whir farther fron us; becauſe it is 
dire&ted royou : Any Readercan change the Perſon : I lament to ſee, that every 
where peace hath nat many Clienrs, bur fewer lovers ; yea, even many of thoſe that 
{praiſe her,follow her not. Ofold, the very Novatian men, women,children, brought | 
ſtonesand mortar(with the Orchodox)to the building of the Churchof therefarre- | 
&19n,and joyned lovingly with them,againſt the drrians:leffer quarrels divide ns 4 | 
andevery.divifion endsin blowes,and every blow is returned ; and none ofall lights | 
beſide the Church. Even the beſt Apoſtles diſſented; neither knowledge , nor | 
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DECAD. V1. 


holinefſe can redrefle all differences : True, bat wifedome and charity could teach ys 
 toavoid their prejudice. If we had but theſe two verrues,quarrels ſhould not hurt ws; | 
nor the Church by us : Put (alas) ſelfe-love 15 roo ſtrong for both theſe: Thisalone 
opens the floud-gates of diſſention, and drownes the ſweet, but low valley of the 
Church.Men eſteeme of opinions, becauſe their owne ; and will have truth ſerye,ngx 
verne. What they have undertaken,muſt be true : Victory 15 ſought for,not ſari 
ion; victory ofthe Author,not of the cauſe: He isa rare man that knowes tg 
yeeld,as well as to argue: what ſhould we doe then, bur beſtow our ſelves upon thar 
which too many negle&, publike peace ; fir{t,in prayers that we may prevalle,thanin 
teares that we prevaile not ? Thus have Ibeen boldto chat with you of our greateſt 
and common cares.Your old love,and late hoſpitall entertainment in that your Tang 
called for this remembrance ; the rather to keepe your Engliſh rongue inbreath, 
which was wont not tobe the leaſt of your deſires. Would God youcould make ys | 
happy with newes, not of truce, but ſincere amitie and union; notof Provinces, but 
ſpirirs. The God of ſpirits effe@ it both here and there ,te the glory of his Name and 
Church. 


$9045 


Ee, VIII, Effe#ually preparing him, and ( und:r bis name ) whatſoever MalefiBor for | 


bg death, 


I: 154 badcauſe that robbeth us of all the comfort of friends; yea, that turnes their 
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remembrance into ſorrow. Nonecan doe fo, but thoſe that proceed from our 
ſclves : for outward evils, which come from the infliction of others, make us 
cleave faſter toour helpers,and cauſe us tofeeke and find eaſe in the very commilſera- 
tion of thoſe that loyeus : whereas thoſe griefes whichariſe from the juſt diſpleaſure 
of conſcience,will not abide fo muchas the memory of others affe&tion ; or if it doe, 
| makes it Oo much the greater coraſive, asour caſe is more uncapable of their comfort. | 
Such is yours. You have made the mention of our names tedious to your ſelfe, and 
| yours to us. This is the begmning of your paine, that you had friends : If you may 
| now ſmart ſoundly from us,for your good, it muſt be the onely joy yon muſt expet, 
andthe finall dutie we owe to you. Tt is both yaine and comfortlefſe, to heare what 
might have been; neither wouldI ſend you backe to what is paſt, bur purpoſely to 
increaſe your ſorrow ; whohave cauſed all our comfort to ſtand in your teares. If 
therefore our former counſels hadprevailed, neither had your hands ſhed innocent 
| blood, nor juſtice yours. Now.to your great ſinne,you have done the one : andthe 
other mult be done to your paine : and we your well-willers, with ſorrow and ſhame 
live tobe witnefſes of both. Your ſinne is gone before, the revenge of juſtice willfol- 
low : ſeeing you are guilty,let God be juſt. Other finnes ſpeake,thiscryeth , and will 
never be filent,cill it beanfwered with itſelfe. For your life; the caſe is hopeleſſe ; 
feed not your ſelfe with yaine preſumptions, bur ſettle your ſelfe to expiate ano- 
thers blood with your owne. Would God your deſert had been fach, that we might 
with any comfort have defired you might liye.But now, alas, your a& is ſo hainous, 
that your life can neither be craved withour injuſtice,nor be protracted withour in- 
ward torment. And if your private affection ſhould make us deafe to the ſhours of 
blood,and partialitie ſhould teach ns to forgetall care ofpublique right; yetreſolve, 
thereis no place for hope. Since then you could not live guiltleſſe,, there remaines|E 
nothing, bur that youlabour to die penitent; and fince your body cannot be faved 
alve,to endeyour that your ſoule may be ſaved in death. Wherein , tow happy 
{ball it be for you, if youſhall yer give eareto my laſt advice; too late indeed for 
your recompence tothe world, not too late for your ſelfe, You haye deſeryed death, 
| and expett it: Take heed leſt you to faſten youreyes upon the firſt death of the bo- 


| dy,thar you ſhouid not looke beyondit to the ſecond, which alone is worthy of 
trembling,worthy of teares. | 
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EPIST. VII. 
 * For, this, though terrible to Nature, yer is commonto us, with you. You muſt die: 
what doe we elſe ? And what differs our end from yours, but in haſte and violence ? 
And who knowes whether in that? It may be a ickneſſe as tharpe,a; ſudden,ſhall ferch 
us hence : it may be the ſame death, or a worſe, fox a better cauſe : Or if not fo, there 
i5 mach more miſery in lingring : He dies cafily, that dies ſoone : butthe other is the 
armoſt vengeance that God hath reſerved for his enemies : This is a matter of long 
feare, and ſhort paine. A f.w pangs letthe fonle out of priſon : bur the torment of 
that other is everlaſting ; after ten thouſand yeares ſcorching in thar flame, the paine 
isnever theneerer to his ending, No time gives it hope ofabating ;yea,time hathno- 
thing todo? with this eternity. You that ſhall feele the paine of one minutes dying, 
chinke what paine it 15 to be dy1ng for ever and ever. This, alchough it be attended 
with a ſharpe paine, yet 15 ſ\uch as ſome ſtrong ſpirits have erdured without ſhew of 
yeeldance. I have heard of an Irith Traitor, that when he lay pining upon the wheele | 
with his bones broke, asked his friend if hechanged his countenance at all;caringleſſe 
for the paine, than the ſhew offeare. Few men have died of greater paines, than o- 
thers have ſuſtained and live. Bur that other overwhelmcs both body and ſoule, and 
leavesno roome for any comfort in the poſſibilitie of mitigation. Here, men are ex- 
ecutioners,or diſeaſes;there ftiends. Thoſe Devils that were ready to temper the grace-. 
lefſe unto ſinne,are as ready to follow the damned with tortures, Whatſoever become 
of your carkaſe, fave your ſoule from the flames ; and ſo manage this ſhort time you 
haveto live, that you may die but once. This is not your firſt finne ; yea, God hath 
now puniſhed your former ſinnes with this : a fearfull puniſhment in.ir ſelfe, if ir 
deſerved no more : your conſcience (which now begins to tell truth ) cannot bur 
affure you, that there is no ſinne more worthy of hell, than murder ; yea,more pro- | 
per tojt. Turne over thoſe holy leaves (which you have too much neglected; and 
now ſmart for negledting ) you ſhall ind murderers among thoſe that are ſhut our 
| from the preſence of God : you ſhall find the Prince of that darkneſſe, in the higheſt 
ſtile ofhis miſchiefe, termeda man-ſhayer. Alas ! how fearefull a caſe is this, that you 
have herein reſembled him, for whom Topheth was prepared of old;and imitating him 
in hisa&tion, have endangered your ſelfe to partake of his torment!Oh, that you could 
bur ſee what you have done, what you have deſerved; that your heart could bleed 
enough within you, for the blood your hands have ſhed : Thar as you have followed 
Satan our common enemy in ſinning, ſo you could defie him in repenting : Thar 
your teares could diſappoint his hopes of your damnation. What a happic unhappi- 
nefle ſhall this be to your ſad friends, that your better part yet liveth ? That from an 
ignominious place your ſoule is received to gloty ? Nothing can effect this but your 
repentance ; and that can doe it. Feare not to looke into that horror, which ſhould 
attend your ſinne : and bee now as ſevere to your ſelfe, as you have beenie cruell to 
another. Thinke not to extenuate your offence with rhe vainetitles of manhood : 
what praiſe is this,thar you were a valiant murderer?Strike yourowne breſt(as Moſes 
did his Rocke) and bring downe rivers of teares towaſh away your blood-ſhed. Doc} 
not ſo much feare your judgement, asabhorre your ſinne; yea, your ſelfe for it. And] 
with ſtrong cries lifr up your guiltie hands tothat God whom you offended,and ſay, 
Deliver we from blood-guiltineſſe O Lord. Let me tell you : As without repentance there 
isno hope; ſowith it, there isno condemnation. True penitence isſtrong; and can 
grapple with the greateſt ſinne, yea withall the powers of hell. What if your hands 
be red withblood? Behold, the blood of your Saviour ſhall waſh away yours : If zou 
can bathe your ſelfe in that; your Scarlet ſoule ſhall bee as white as ſnow. This courſe} 
alone ſhall make your crofſe the way to the Paradice of God. This plaiſter can heale: 
all the ſores of the ſoule, if never ſodeſperate : Onely, take keed that your heart bee 
deepe enough pierced, ere you lay it on; elſe, under a ſeeming skin ofdiflimwlarion, | 
your ſoule ſhall feſter to death. - Yet joy us with your true forrow, whom you have } 
orieved with your offence ; andar once coſnfort your friends, and fave your foule. 
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 ToM.loun More, ofa long time now priſoner 
under the Inquiſition at Rome. 


Fein. 1K, Exciting him to his wonted conſtancy, and enconraging him to Mart jrdom 1 


; 
| 
! 


| V Hat paſſage cantheſe lines hope to find into that your ſtraitand curious 


thraldome?Yet who wouldnot adventure the loffe of this pains tor him, | 


which is ready to loſe himſelfe for Chriſt ?what doe we not owe toyou! | 
which have thus given your ſelfe for the common faith ? Blefledbe rhe name of that * 
| God who hath ſingled you out for his Champion, and made you ihivincible : how 6. | B 
| mousare your bonds ? how glorious your cotſtancy?Oh, that out of your cloſe obſty. | | 
rity, you could but ſee the honour of your ſuffering, the affeA1ons ef Gods Sainrs,and | | 
in ſome,at holy envy at your diſtreſſed happinefſe. Thoſe wals cannot hide you : No! | 
man is attended with ſo many eyes from earth & heayen : The Church your Mather 
beholds you, not with more compaſſion, than joy : Neither can itbe ſaid, how the at 
once pities your miſery,andrejoyces in your patience : The blefſed Angels look upon 
you with pratulation and applauſe. The adverfarics with an angry ſorrow to ſee them- | 
ſelves overcome by their captive, their obſtinate cruelty over-matched with humble | 
reſolurijon,and fairtfull perſeverance. Your Say1ourſces you from above,notas ameer| | 
| ſpectator, bur as a patient with you, mm you, for you :yea,asan agent in your indurance| 
andviQory, giving new courage with the one hand, and holding oura Crownewith| 
| theother. Whom wouldnot theſe fights incourage? who now canpity your ſolitarines? 
The hearts of all good men are with you.Neither can that place be bart full of Angels, 
which is the continuall objeR of ſo many prayers, yea the God of heaven was never {6 
{neere you,as now youare remoyed from men. Let me ſpeak a bold, burtrue word. It] 
is as poſhible for him to be abſent from his heaven, as from the priſons of his Saints. 
1 Theglorified ſpirits aboveſing to him;the perſecuted ſoules below, ſuffer for him,and 
{ cry to him; he is magnifiedin borh;preſent with both; the faith of the one,is as plea- 
{ ſing to him, as the triumph of theorher. Nothing obligeth us men ſo mach, as ſmar- 
; cing forus z words of defence are worthy of thanks, bur paine 13 eſteemed aboyere- 
| compence. How doe we kifſe the wounds which are taken for our ſakes, 8: profeſſe that 
| wewould hate our ſelves, if we did not love thoſe that dare bleed forus ? How much 
| more ſhall the God of mercies bee ſenfible of your ſorrowes, and crowne your pati- 
ence? To whom you may truly fing thatditty ofthe Prophet, 8»rely for thy ſake #7 1 
 Sivine contlaxally, and a counted as a ſheepe for the figughter. What need I to ſtir up your 
conſtancy, which hath already amazed, and wearied your perfecurors ? No ſuſpicion 
| hall drive me hereto; bur ratherthe thirſt of your praiſe. He that exhorrs ropertiſtin | 
' well-doing, while he perſwades,commendeth: Whither fhouldT rather ſend you, than | 
'tothe ſighrof your owne Chriſtian fortitude?which neither prayers,nor threats, have 
been able to ſhake : Here ſtands on the one hand, liberty, promotion, pleaſare, life, 
| and(whicheafily exceedsall theſe)the deare reſpe& of wife and children(whom your 
only reſolution ſhall make widow and orphanes ) theſe with ſmiles, and vowes, and 
teares,ſeeme to importuneyou. On the other hand, bondage. ſolirude;horror, death, 
| (andthe moſt lingring of all miſeriexOrufrie of poſterity *theſe withifrownes and me- 
| NaCCs labour to aftright you:Betwixe both, you haveſtoodunmoved:hxing your eyes! | 
| Either right forward upon the cauſe of your ſaffering/or upwards upon the crowne of, L 
your reward : It 1s an happy thing when our owne atioris-miuy be either examples, 


| 
orarguments 'of good. Theſe blefſed proceeditigsicall you on'ro Fotirperfe@ion: | | 
The rewardof good beginnings | | | 
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DOL proſecated, is doubled-; tegte&ed, is loft. How | 
| Yaineare rhoſe temptations, whichwonld makeyorta loſer of allthis praiſe, thisre- 

| compence ? Gocon therefore happily ; keepe your eyes where they are, and your | | 
j-Heart cannot be bur where it is, and where it ought : Looke (till, for what you ſuffer, | | 
| and for whom : For the truth, for Chriſt : what can be ſo preciousastruth ? Not life 
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| it ſelfe. All earthly thingsare not ſo vile to life, as life to truth ; Life is momentarie, 
' Truth eternal, life is ours, the truth; Gods : Oh happy purchaſe, to give our life for 
| che trach. What can we faffer roo much for Chriſt ? he hath gircnour liferqus ;, he 
hath given his owne life for us. What great thing is it, if he require what he hath given 
us, if ours for his? Yea, rather if he call for what he hath lent us; yer not robereave, | 
but to change it; giving us gold for clay,glory for our corruption. Behold that Savi- 
our of yours weeping, and bleeding, anddying for you : alas ! our ſoules are too ſtrait | 
for his ſorrowes z we can be made but patne for him ; he was made ſinne for us: we | 
ſiſtaine,for him, but the impotent anger of men ; he ſtrugled with the infinite wrath | 
of his father for ns. Oh, whocan endure enough for him, that hath paſſed thorow death | 
3nd hell for his ſonle? Thinke this,and you ſhall reſolve with D.azi4, Iwill be yet more 
zl for the Loyd. The worlt of the deſpight of men, 1s but Death ; and thar,ifrhey in-_ 
fict not,a diſeaſe will ; or ifnot that, Age. Here is no impoſition of that, which would | 
not be;but an haſtning of that which will be : an haſtning to your gaine. For bchold, 
their violence ſhallturne your neceſlity, into yertue and profit.Nature hath made you 
» | | t - ; * _ ; FLEE? 
mortall : none but an enemy can make you a Martyr;you muſt die, though they will 
not;you cannot die for Chriſt, but by them. How could they elſe deviſe to make you 
happy?fince the giver of both lifes hath ſaid, He that ſhall loſe his life for my ſake ſhall ſave 
#.Loe,this alone is loſt with keeping,and gainedby lofſe. Say you were treed, -upon 
the ſafeſt conditions, and returning:(as how welcome ſhould that newes be, more to 
yours, than to your ſelfe ) perhaps, Death may meer you in the way, perhaps over- 
rake you at home : neither place, nor time,can promile immunitie from the common 
deſtinie of men : Thoſe that may abridge your houres, cannot lengthen them ; and 
while they laſt, cannot ſecure them from yexation;yea,themſelves ſhall follow you in- 
rotheir duſt ; and cannotavoid what they can inflict ; death ſhall equally tyrannize 
by them, and over them : ſo their favonrsare but fruntleſſe, their malice gainfull. For 
it thall change your Prifon-into Heaven, your Fetrers into a Ctowne, your Jaylors to 
Angels, your miſery into glory. Looke upto your future eſtate, and rejoyce inthe 
preſent: Behold, the Tree of life, the hidden Manna, the Scepter of power,the Mor- 
ving-Starre,the white garment, the new name; the Crowne;and Throne of Heaven, 
are addreſſed for you.Oyercome ahd enjoy my ph glorious condition of Martyrs! 
|\whom conformity in death, hath made like theitF&aviour in blefſednef{= ; whoſe ho- 
nouris to attend him for ever, whom they hayejoyed'to imitate. What are theſe which 
:re araied in long white Robes, and whence came they ? Theſe are({1yes that heavenly El- 
der ) they which came out of great tribulation, and waſhed their leng Robes and have made 
their Robes white, inthe blood of the Lambe. © — ; 
Therefore they are in the preſente of the T hrone of God, and ſerve bim day and night in his 
Temple : and be that ſittechon the Throne, will dwell among them, and govepne them,and lead 
chem mito the lively Fountains of waters, and God ſhall wipe all tearcs from their eyes. 
All the ele& have Seales in their fore-heads ; but Martyrs have Palmes1n their| 
hands. All the ele& have white Rbbes;Martyrs,both white and long: white; for their 
glory; long, for the largeneſſe of their glory. Once red with their owne blood ; now: 
white withrhe blood of the Lambe : there is nothing in our blood, but weake obedi- 
ence;nothing but merit in the Lambes blood. Behold, his merit makes ourobedience 
glorioits. You doe but ſprinkle his feet with'your blood ; loe, .he waſhes your long 
white Robes, with his: Every drop of your blood js anſwered with aſtreame of his ;} 
and eyery drop of his is worth Rivers of ours.: Precious 3s the fight of the Lord is the| 
death of his $4ints : Precious in prevention, preciotis1n acceptation, precious 1nremu- 
neration. Oh, give willingly that which you catmgtkeepe, that you may receive what | 
you cannot leefe. The way is ſteep, bur now you breathe towards the top. Letnot the | 
want of ſome few ſteps, loſe you an erernall reſt. Pur to the ſtrength of your owne 
Faith : The prayersof Gods Sarnts ſhall farther-your pace ; and that gracious hand | 
that ſuſtaines heaven'andearth, ſhall uphold; and ſweetly draw you up to your glory. 
Goe onro credit the Goſpell with your perſeyerance : and ſhev the falſe-hearted cli- 
ents of that Roman<Courrt, thar the Truth yeelds realland hearty profeſſors ; ſuch as 
dare no lefſe ſinart, than ſpeake for her, Cs 
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on ;and ina courage beyond her ſex,contemnes the worſt miſery of your loſſe; pro- 
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! Without the wals of your reſtraint, where can you looke belide encouragemen;, 


of ſuffering?Behold in this, how much you are happier than your many predecefian, 
Thoſe have found friends,or wives, or children, the moſt dangerowofall remprer,, 
Suggeſtions of weaknefſe, when they come masked with love, are more powerfulſto 
hurt. Bur you, all your many friends, in the yalour of their Chriſtian love, wiſhr.. 
ther a bleſſed Martyr, than a living and proſperous reyolter : yea, your deare wife 
(worthy of this honour, tobe the wife ofa Martyr) prefers your faith, to her affe&;.. 


feſfing ſhe would redeem your life with hers, bur that ſhe wou 1d not redeemit with 
your yeeldance: and while ſhe lookes upon thoſe many pawnes of your chaſte love, 
your hopefull children, wiſhes rather toſce them fatherleſſe, than their father unfairh. 
full : The greateſtpart of your ſufferings are hers: She beares them with a cheerefy|| 
reſolution: She divides with you in your ſorrowes, in your patience ; ſhe ſhallnot he 
divided in your glory : For us, we fhallaccompany you wth our prayers, andfollow 
you with our thankfull commemorations ; yowing to write your name 1g redletters 
inthe Kalendars of our hearts j- to regiſter it in the monuments of perpetuall Re. 


cords, asan example toall poſterity, The meworlell of the juft ſell beblefſed. 
SEASONS ESLRUREEERRR44 6 gORTREGURLE nga 
Toall Rzxaprks. 


E r 13x. X Covialaieg Rvlet of cool advice for onr Chriſtie ed civil carlage. 


Grant, brevity where it is neither obſcure, nor defefive, is very pleaſing,evento 
J*: daintieſt judgements. No maryell therefore, if moſt men defire much 


m_ knowall chings:Be acquainted with that Saviour of yours, which paid ſo much for 


[ Renew your ſight ofhimevery day, and his of you. Over-looke theſe 


| Yiour, there I ſhall be. Call your ſelfe cooften reckni 


a Drudge,oraWantonzexerciſc it ever, butover-lay it not:Inall your buſineſſes, look 


counſell in a narrow roome ; as ſome affect to have great perſonages drawne in 
little tablers ; or, as we ſee worlds of Countnes deſcribed in the compaſſe of (imall 
| Maps : Neither do I unwillingly yeeld co follow them g for both the powersof good 
advice are the ſtronger when they are thus united; and brevity makes counſell more 
portable for memorie, andreadier for uſe. Take theſe therefore for more; which a» 1 
would faine prattiſe, ſo am I willing to commend. Let us begin with him who isthe 
firſt and laſt : Informe your ſelfe aright concerning God;withourt whom, in vaine doe 


you on earth, andnow ſues for you in heayen ; without whom we haye nothingto 
doc with God, nor he with us. Adore him in your thoughts, truſt him with your ſelfe; 


ly things; 
and when you doe at any time caſt your eyesupon heaven, think, there dwels my $a- 


ngs ; caſt up your debts, pay- 
ments, graces, wants,expences, employments ; yeeld nottothink your ſer deyorions 
troubleſome : Take not cafie denyals from your ſelfe : yea, give percmptory denyals 
to your ſelfe : He can never be good thar flatters himſelfe : Fold nature to her allow- 
ance;and let your will ſtand at courteſie:happy.is that man which hath obtained tobe; 
the maſter ofhis owne heart, Think all Gods outward favours and proviſions the beſt 
for you: your owne ability, and ations the meaneſt.Suffernot your mind tobe either 


through the world,at God; whatſoever is your levell, let himbe your ſcope:Every day 
take aview or your laſt;andrhinkeither itischis,or may be:Offernot your ſelfe cicher 
to honour, or labour; letthem both ſeek you : Care you only tobe worthy, and you 
cannot hide you from God. $0 frame your ſelfe to the time and company, thatyou 


may neither ſerve it,nor ſullenly negleR it;and yeeld o far, as you may neither betray 
goodnefſe, nor countenance eyill, Let your words be few,and digeſted : It is a ſhame| 


forthe tongue tocry the heart mercy, muchmore tocaſt it ſelfe upon the uncerraine 
pardon of others cares. There are but two things which a Chriſtian is charged to buy, 
&notto ſel, TiweBc Truth;both ſoprecious,that we mui} purchaſe them atany rate.S0 
uſe yourfriends,as thoſe which ſhouldbe perperuall,may be changeable. While youre 
within your ſelfe, there is nodanger: but thoughts once uttered awſt and to hazard. 
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BTIST> 2. 
Doe not heare from your ſelte, what you would be loth to heare from others. In all 
good things, give the eycand care rhe full of ſcope, for they let into the mind : re- 
traine the rongue, for it isa ſpender. Few men have repented them of filence. In 
all ſerious marrers, take counſell of dayes, and nights, and friends ; and let leiſure 
ripen your purpoſes: neither hope togaine ax by ſaddenneffe. Thefirſt thoughts 
may be confident, the ſecond are wiſer. Serve honeſty ever, though without appa- 
rent wages : ſhee willpay ſure, if ſlow. As in'apparell, fo inaftions, know not what 
is good, .but what becomes you. How many warrantable afts have miſ-ſhapen the 
Authors? Excuſe not your owne 111, agrayate not others : and if you love peace, a- 
yoid cenſures, compariſons, contradictions, Out of good men chuſe acquaintance ; 
of acquaintance, friends ; of friends, familiars : after probation admit them, and 
after admittance change them not : Age commendeth friendſhip. Doe not alwaies 
your beſt : it is neither wiſe, nor ſafe for a man eyer to ſtand uponthe top of his 
ſtrength. If 5ou would be above the expeRation of others, be eyer below your ſelfe. 
Expendafter your purſc,not after your mind: take not where you may deny,except | 
upon conſcience of deſert, or hope to requite. Either frequent ſuits, or complaints, 
are weariſome to afriend. Rather (mother your griefes and wants as you may, than 

be either querulous,or importunate. Let not your face belic your heart, nor alwaies 
tell tales out of it : he is fit tolive amongſt friends or enemies, that can be ingenu- 
ouſly cloſe. Give freely,ſell thriftily : Change ſeldome your place, neyer your ſtare: 
either amend inconven iences, or ſwallow them, rather than you ſhould run from 
your ſelfe to avoid them. - 
In a!l your recknings for the world, caſt up ſome croſſes that appeare nor ; either 
thoſe will come,or may : Let yourſuſpitions be charitable ; your truſt fearfull; your 
cenſures ſure. Give way tothe anger of the great : The thunder and cannon will 
abide no fence. Asinthrongs we are affraid of lofſe ; fo while the world comes upon 
you, looke well to your ſoule ; There is more danger in good than in eyill : Ifeare 
the number of theſe my rules ; for Preceptsare wont(as nayles) ro drive our one a- 
nother : but theſe, I intended to ſcatter omongſt many : and as I was loth thar 

any gueſt ſhould complaine of a niggardly hand; Dainty diſhes are wont 
to be ſparingly ſerved out : homely ones ſuppy in their big- 
| nefſe, what they want in their worth. 
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REVEREND FATHER 
IN GOD, AND MY VERY 
zood Lord, T n ou as, Lord Biſhop 


of L © 8» © n,l. H. wiſheth all Grace 
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R Ighe Reverend and Honourable : 


ITED = Know there « ſlore of Sermons extant : 
\WPEE Cones T be Pulpit ſearce affordeth more than tbe 
Tem LY Ll Preſſe.F adde torbe number,and complaine 
not © in all good things, abundance s an ea- 
Fj Sha $04: fie burdew. Tf the ſoule may feedit ſelfe with 
ut >; Parietie, botbby theeare, and by the eye, it 
= bath no reaſon to finde fault with cboyce.But 
if any weaker flomache (a inonr bodily T ables) ſhall feare to ſur- 
fet at the fight of too much, it 1s cafie for that man to looke off, an 
to confine bu eyes ro ſome few : Who cannot much ſooner abate to 
|bimſelfe, than multiply to anotber ? Let not ba nice ſullenneſſe 
prejudice that delight and profit which may ariſe tootbers from tha 
number. For mee, F dare not be ſoenviow, as not to bleſſe God, 
for thu plenty, and ſeriouſly to rejazee that Gods people may rbus| 
liberally feaſt themſelves by both their ſenſes : neither know 1 for| 
wberber more : T be ſound of the word ſpoken piercetb more , the 
letter wricten endureth longer : the care  taupbt more ſuddenty,| 
more ſtirringly;ths eye with leiſure and continuance. eAccording t0 | 
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MATTH. Gmar.s. Verl. 29. ; 
Except your righteouſneſſe execed the righteonſneſſe of the Scribes and Phariſes, yt ſhall not 
ewier kjto the King dome of heguen. 


"FHE curious Doctors of the ſewes had reduced all Gods | 
SJ. || ſtatute-law to fix hundred and thirteene precepts'; ſoma- 
ny as there are daycy in the yeere, and members in the | 
body.It wasan honeſt and(which were ſtrange)s Chriſti- 
an conceitofone of their Rabbins, that Devig abridges 
all theſe rocleven; in his Plalme x5. Eſ#9 to lix;in his 3 3, 
I 5. Michgz yet lower to three, in his 6, 8. Eſ@y yetagaine | 
to tWO, in his 5 6.1. Habgawc to one, The juſt mas ſhall live 
| by faith. Soyce ſec, the Law ends in the Goſpel! : and! 
that Father faid notamille, The Law is the Gofell foreta'd ; 
nl the Gopel ts the Law fulfilled. Theſe two arc the frechn!ld ofa Chriſtian ; and what 
utthey : Et | | 
The Jewes of theſe times perverted the Law, rejected the Goſpeil. Our Saviour 
therefore,that great Prophet of the world (as it was high time) cleares the Law, de- 
livers andſettles the Goſpell, well approving in both theſe, rhat he came nos to.can- 
ſume, but to conſummate the Law. Wherein (as P4w/9 his Corinrhs he had 2 great 
doore, but many adverſaries : amongſt rheſe were the great maſters of Iſrael ( fo our 
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Saviour tearmes the Phariſes ) and their fellowes ( and yet their rivals ) the Scribes : 
both ſo much harder tooppoſe, by how much their auchorige was greater. 
Truth hath noroometill falſhood be remoyed : Qux Saviour: therefore(asbehoo- 


Petr.Galatin.de 
arca.fduCath. 
ad finem ex elef. 
Rab. S kelemab, 


Lex eft Evange- | 
liumpredninm: fi 
Evdigelium lex | 
completa, 
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veth) firſt ſhewes the falſhood of their Gloſſes, andthe hollownefſe of their profeth- 
on:andif both their life and doftrinebe naught;what free parc'is there in them? And 


# 
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Scrybes aud Phariſes, ye ſhall got enter into the King dow: of Beaver. 
What werethe men ? What wastheir righteouſhefſe 2 What wanted it ? Follow 
me, I beſcech you, in theſe three : and ifmy diſcourſe ſhall feme, for awhile, more 
thorny and perplexed, remedy 1t with your attention, SM ITF CIS 
Thoſe things whichare ourof the kenoffenſe ormemory, multbe fetchrfrom'Sto- 
ry. The Sect(or order whether)of the Phariſes ceaſed withthe Temple;fince-thar,no 
man readesofa Phariſe ; andnow is growncſofarre.out of knowledge, tharthemo- 
derne Jewes arc more ready tolearne ofuswho they were: There isna point,where- 
\n1t is more difficulttoayoid variety, yeaoftentation of reading;withourany c _ 
rraverſing 


loc both of theſe ſo faulty, that excepy your righteouſwdſſe exceed the righteo:oſor}f2 of the | 
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traverſing of opinions, I ſtudy for ſimple truth, as one that w1l not lead you ont of 
the rode-way to ſhew you the turnings. Scr#bes were ancient ; Ezra 1s called (Sophey 
mabir) @ prompt 8cribe. As long before him, fo cver {ince they continued till Chriſts 
time ;bur in two ranks ; ſome were yeu2ris aus Others rius: SOME POPUJAT, Others le- 
gall; Some the peoples; others, Gods ; the one, Secretaries, Recorcers, Notaries, as 2 
Chron. 24. 11. (Sophber hameler.) the Kings Scribe : The other Dottors of the Law of 
God : The Law of the Lord is with us, invazne made he it, the penn: of the Scribe is in vaine. 

As the Pharites were (rouedutinuv;) Law rafters : lothelc are rhe ſame which Luke 
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11.45. are called( www ) 3#rerpreters of the Law. Tho to ſome not meane Criticksir 
ſcemes theſe ſhould be a third fort ; which conſider not that our Saviour on purpoſe 
addreſſing his ſpeech to the Phoriſes, fell by theway upon the Seribes; and being ad- 
moniſhed by one of them, as of an over-ſight, now averrs right downe ofthe Scriler, 
what before he had but indifferently glanced at.Whar they were, 1s plameby Ezyqes 
pulpit, and Moſes his chaire. Theſe and Pharz/es differed not ſomuch: ; they agreedin 
ſome good, but in more evill. Bur the profeſſion of Phariſes, becauſe 1t 15 more ob- 
ſcure, you ſhall give me leave to fetch ſomewhat further. —- 

There were, faith old Egeſpps ( as Euſebiss cites him ) divers opinions in the Cir- 
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cumciſion ; which all crofled rhe Tribe of nds: Eſſene, Galiteans, Emerobaptifts, Mos- 


butheans, Samaritans, Phariſer, Sadduces. It were ealic to helpe himwith more, Salne-| | 
8n5,Canneans,Sampſeans ; and ifneed were, yet more. Where are thoſe wayerers,that| | 
ſtagger in their truſt tothe Church, becauſe of different opmions, rece1y1ng that rot- 
ten argument of profane Celſ#s againſt the Chriſtians? Say the Papilts, one faith Iam 
Calvtss,another,T am Lathers.We diſclaime,we defic theſe titles,theſe divifions : we 
are one in truth:would God we were yet more one: It is the lace and fringe of Chriſts 


| garment that isqueſtioned amongſt us, the cloth is ſound.But what?Was the Iewiſh 


Church before Chriſt, Gods true Church, or not ? If it were not, which was it ? It it 
were : lothat here rent inmore than eight parts, andone of them dieringft from it 
{elfe ineighteene opinions : and yet as Irenexs well obſerves, Before Chrilt, there 
were neither {0 many hereſies, nor ſo blaſphemous. 

Shew me a Church on earth without theſe wrinkles of divifion, and I will neyer 
ſeek for it in heaven : alchough toſome, Pheriſazſme leemes rather aſeverall order, 
than a ſeft : bur S.L»ke that knew it better, hath(aycareceumer) the ſec? of the Phariſes- 
When the profeflion began, no hiſtory recordeth. Some would faine feichrhem Eſ 
65. 5. Touch ene wot, for I 811 holier than thou. But theſe ſtraine too farre ; for inthe verie 
before, the ame men eat ſwines fleſh ; which to the Phariſes is more than piacular. 
Heare briefly their name, their ori ginall, their office. Their.name (rhough it might 
admit of other probable derivations, yer) by conſent of all*Hebrew Doctors(I have 
agreat author for it) is fercht from ſeparation; tho upon what grounds, ail agree not; 

doubtleſſe for the perfeCtion of their doftrine, and auſterity of life. Their originallis 
more 1ntricate ; which after ſome ſcanning, I have thus learned of ſome great Maſters 
of Jewifh Antiquities. Before there was any open breachin the old Jewiſh Church, 
there were two generall and divers conceits about Gods ſervice : One that tooke up 
only with the law of God ; and if they could keepe thar, thought they needed no 
more; neither would they ſapere ſuprs ſcripium, be wiſer than their Maker : T heſe were 
called (K#rr&m) of which fort there are divers at this day in Cos Tantinopl:,and other- 
where at deadly feod with the other Jewes, which they now call 24bb;ziſts. 

The other, that thought ir ſmall thanks to doe on ly what they were bidden . Gods 
Law was too ſtraight for their holinefſe : It was nothing, unlefſe they did more than 
content God, earne him ( for theſe were popiſh Jewes) and ſupererogate of him-|E 


| Theſe werethercfore called Chaſedirm, Holy above the Law.They plyed God with unbicl- 


denoblations,gave more than needed,did more than was commanded: yer ſo,as both 
parts pleaſedthemſelyes, reſiſted notthe other. The more franke ſort upbraided Nor 
the other, with roo much niggardlineſſe ; neither did the ftrajter-handed envy thc 
other for too much laviſhneſſe. Would God we could doe thns. They agreed, thougi 


| they differed. But now, when theſe voluntary ſervices began to be drawne into Ci 


nons (45 Scaliger ſpeaketh) and that which was before but arbitrary, was impoſe! 
4s 
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"a | as neceſſary, (neceſſary for beleefe,neceſſary for ation)aqueſtions aroſe, and the rent 

began inthe Jewes. T hoſe dogmaricall Doftors which 1tood for ſapererogarien, and 
traditions above Law, were called (Peruſchim) Phari ts ; {cparare from the uther in 
ſtrict judgemenr,in ſuperfluous hslineſſe; Thefe,az rhey were the brood of thoſe(Cha- 
fdzm) whom we find firſt mentioned in the Machabees, by rhe corrupt name of A{- 
deans ; 1o from them againe, ina ſecond ſucceſſion proceeded (as theirmore reftn-d 
ifſae)the Efſens, both Collegiate andEremiricall : Theſe Phariſes then, were a frater- 
nity or College of extraordmary devotion ; wh fe rale was tradition, whole pra- 
ice voluntary auſtereneſſe : To them the Scrites joyned rhemltlves, as the purer 
Jewes; for Pawt calls rhemſaxeCenirw cipenr] the moſt exquiſite ſect ;, yea,and(as Joſephs) 
the beſt expoſitors; willingly expounding the law according to their Traditions, and 
countenancing their traditions by the forced ſenſes of the Law. Both which profefii- 
ons were greatly inlarged and graced by two famous Doftors, Sammei and Hille/ 
(whom ſome, though falſly, would have the founders of them ) nor long before 
Chriſts time;for old Hz/el of a t 20.yeers,protracted his daies by likely computation, 
coten yeers after Chriſts birth. How Hierom tercheth their names with more witt1- 
nes than probabilitie,from Diſvipating 8 Prophapingthe Law:and what bickerings and 
deadly quarels were even amongſt themſelyes in thoſe rwo tamons houſes ; and what 


— _ ——— 


courſe. Their imploiment was,expounding the Law,and urging T raditions: therefore 
{their auditorshad wont to ſay, when they calledone at.other ro Church(as S*.Hijercve 
rels us) [oi ovvor Hungan] The wiſe, that is, the Phariſes, expound to diy. Wherce perhaps, 
that may be interpretedof S. 2aulto the Corinths./F here is the wiſe © where is the Scrile? 
So did the Scribes too ; but the difference was, that the $c-4bes were more I cxtuall, 
the Phariſes more T raditionall : therefore obſerve, that the $cribe finds fault with the 
ſuſpition of blaſphemy : the ?Phariſe, with unwaſhen hands : the Scritestheir DoQors) 
exceld for learning, the Phaſes for piety. Their attire was the ſame, and their faſhi- 
ons : but the Phariſes had [mwire'as pets] more ſway ; and were more {trict and Cappu- 
cine=like ; profeſſed more yeeres continency ; and in a word, tooke more paines to 
20eto hell. Theſe did foe carry away the hearts of the Jewes, thar there was no holy 
man, which wasnot tearmeda Phayiſe , and therefore among the ſeven kinds of 
Phariſes in their T&/md, they make Abraham 2 Pharis of Love, Tob a Phariſe of Feare. 
Andif from the men you caſt your eyes upon their rightconſnefſe, you cannot but 
wonder at the curiofitic of their zeale. Wherein look ( I beſeech you ) firſt artheir 
deyorion, then their holy carriage, laſtly their ſtrict obſervation of the Law. 

Such was their devotion, that they prayed [ow4;8] asa Father ſaith, oft and long: 
thrice a day was ordinary ; at nine, twelve, and three aclocke : yea their progent- 
tors (whom they would ſcorne nor to match) divided rhe day into three parts; 
whereof one was beſtowed on prayer, the next on the Law, the third on their work. 
See here, God had twoparts of three, themſelves but one : belides at their meales 
what ſtrianeſſe? 

Their very diſciples were taught (ro ſhame us Chriſtians) if they had forgotten to 
give thanks, roreturne from the field to the boord to ſay grace. For divine fervice; 
the Decalogue muſt be read once aday of every man : the Srribes lay the firlt watch; 
the Phoriſes, any houre of the night : others, twice, without moving eye, hand, foor, 
inacleane place, free from any excrement, and foure cubirs diſtant from any ſepul- 
chre. For faſting, they did it twice a week ; nor popiſhly (which W3ck/iffe juſtly calls 
Foole-faſting ) bur in earneſt ; on Monday and Thurſday. Beſides (ro omit rheir 
almes, which were every way ptoportionable to the reſt ) what miſerable penance 


came : whence one of their ſeven Pharzſes is called(Kiz4i)a Phariſe draw-ilood: They 
pur thornes in their Skirts, to ſting themſelves ; they lay on plankes, on ſtones, on 
thornes: and 8495 that Heremiricall Fhariſe drenchr himlelfe ofc, night and day, in 
cold water [oejs ym] for chaſtity; or( if you read it withour an aſpiration ) ic ſign1- 
fies for folly rather ; what could that apiſh and ſtigmaticall Frier have done either 
moreorworſe ? This was their devotion. Thz holineſſe cf heir carriage was ſuch, 
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(im. Procepte that they avoided every thing that might Carty any doubt of Follution : they weu'g A 
21eſccum expeſ- , not therefore converſe with any different religion 5 ard this Law went currant + 
Hee nenx- , NONglt them : He thet eats 4 SrmarHans tread, be &s he that eats jrincs fleſh. An Hebrew} | 
mcnz,be | Midwife might not helpe a Gentile ; nor bookes,not wax, not incenle, might be ſo1q | 
|conon peoPI-| ro them; yea, no familiaruy might be ſ\uffered with their owne vulgar. For whereas 
range nets | there were three ranks among the oe ; the wiſe, (thoſe were the Phoriſer )their 
{, Dicipulis{api- | Diſciples,and the poprius terre,(as they called them)this was one of the fix reproaches 
Lentur, _  toanovice of the Phar3 es,To eat nith the owlgar ſort : and left (when they had beene a- 
Er we | broad) they ſhould have beene toucht by any,contrary tothe warningof their phy- 
Ar Ment! | Jafteries, they ſcoure themſelves ar their returne;and eat not,unlefle they haye waht 


EI ”f7 2944] that is, accurately,asthe Syriac ; oft,as Eraſarws; or with the grip't fiſt, as Bezs 
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ule). | following Hierome. Andnot with every water ( marke the nicenefle ) bur with that 
Mark.7.3 | onely which they had drawne up with their owne labour : andto make up themea; 
gen ſure of their pretended ſfanftimony, they vowed continency, not perperuall (as our b 
epirhas tt: | Romaniſts urge)bur for eight ortenne yeares. Thus they did unbidden. How ſtrialy| 
ry wof cs did they performe what was injoyned ? No menſoexact in their tithes : 7 pa) tithes | 
Mentan.in loc- | of all, faith the boaſting F hariſe : Of all ( as a great Doctor noteth ) it was more than 
{Prec Moc | heneeded. God would hare a Sabbath kept ; they over-keepe it. They would not 
"pol on that day ſtop a running veſſel], nor lay an applero the fire, nor quencha burning, 
not knock on a table to ſtilla childe : what ihould I note more ? nor rub or ſcratch in 
70x Egyptica.| publike. God commands them to weare ( Totaphoth ) phylaGeries : they doe ( which 
Perfus quam) OUr SaVIOUr Teproves) [werwe | enlarge them : and theſe muſt be written with right 
| Ot >| linesina whole parchment of the hide of a cleane beaſt, God commands to celebate 
\ſcy.ng | and roſt the Paſſeover ; they will have it done(in an excefſe of care)nor with an iron, 
| _ 3 - '* | but a woodden ſpir,and curiouſly chuſe the wood of Pomegranate:God commanded c 
| C Dear Pagtt roavoid Idolatry ; they taught their Diſciples, ifan Image were in the way, to ferch 
| £45 ferum@ | about ſome other ; and if they muſt needs goe that way, torunne : and if a thorne 
| x pv; = | ſhould light intheir foot (neere to the place ) not kneele, bur fir downe and pullit! 
! Expoſ.thid. | our, leſt they ſhould ſeeme togive it reverence. I weary you with theſe Jewiſh ni- 
| ceties. Confider then how deyour, how liberall, how continent, how true dealing, 
how zealous, how ſcrupulous, how auſtere theſe men were,and ſee if it be not a won- 
| der that our Saviour thus brandeth them ; Except your righteouſneſſe exceed the rich- 
teou Beſſe of the Sribes and Phard'es, gee ſhall not enter into the Kipgdome of Heaven : That 
[ 15, If four dottrine be not more righteous, you ſhall not be entred of the Church : 
if your holinefſe benot more perfe(t, you ſhall not enter into heaven : behold,Gods 
| Kingdome below and above 15 {hut upon them. _ 
The poore Jewes were ſo beſorted with the admiration of theſe two, that they 
| would haye thought if but two men muſt goe to heaven, the one ſhould be a Scribe, 
the othera Phariſe. What ſtrange newes was this from him that kept the keyes of D4- 
244, thatneither of them ſhould come there? Ir was not the perſon of theſe men, not 
their lcarning, not wit, not eloquence, not honour they admired ſo much, bur their 
rignteouſneſfe : and loe nothing but their righteouſheſſe is cenſured : Herein they 
ſeemed toexceedall men : herein all that would be ſaved, muſt exceed them. Doc 
but rhinke how theamazed multitude ſtared upon our Saviour, when they heard this 
Paradox.Exceed the Phariſes in righreouſneſſe?It were much for an Angellfrom Her 
| Ven. W hat ſhall the poore ſonnes of the earth doe, if theſe worthies be turned away 
with arepulſe? yeaperhaps, your ſelves, all thar heare me this day, receive thisnd| 
without aſtoniſhment and feare, whiles your conſciences ſecretly comparing your 
Folineſſe with theirs, find it to come as much ſhortof theirs, as theirs of perfection. 
| And would to Ged youcould feare more,and be more amazed with this compariſon; 
tor (to ſer you forward) muſt we exceed them, or elſe nor be faved? If we letthem 
| excecdus, what hope, what poſlibilitie is there of our ſalvation 2 Fre wee therfott 


; ſhew how farre wee muſt goe before them, looke backe with me ( Lbeſeech you )a- 
iittle, and ſce how farre weare behind them, 


| They taught diligently, and KePT Moſes Is chaire warme : h 
| of us, whom the great Ma 
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and Chriſttantie. 


market-place, and ſhake us by the ſhoulder with a Quid flatis oriajs 2 why ſtand py 
hereidle? 


They compait fea and land (Satans walke) to make a Profelyte : wee fit ſtill and 


freeze in ourzeale, and loſe Proſelyres with our dull and wilfull negle&. They ſpent 
one quarter of the day in prayer : how many are there of us thac would not thinke 
thisanunreaſonable ſeryice of God ? We are fo farre from this extreme deyotion of 


the old Exchire, that we are rather worthy ofa cenſure with thoſe Spaniſh Prieſts for 


our negligence. How many of your Citizens can get leaye of Mammon to beltow 
one houre of the day in a ſet courſe, upon God? How many of you Lawyers, are firſt 
clients toGod, ere you admit others, clients to you? How many of you have your 
choughts fixed in Heaven, ere they bee in weſtminfter 2 Alas, what dulneſle is this 2 
what injuſtice ? All thy houres are his, and thou wilt not lend him one of his owne 
for thine owne good. T hey read, they recited the Law, ( ſome ) twice aday; never 
went without ſome parts of it about them : but to what effet 2 There 1s not one of 
our people ( faith 7oſephas ) but anſwers to any queſtion of the Law as readily as his 
owne name. How ſhall their diligence upbraid, yea condemne us > Alas ! how 
dozour Bibles gather duſt for want of uſe, while our Chronicle, or our Statute- 
booke,yea perhaps our idle and {currilous play-bookes,are worne with rurning ? Oh 
how happy were our fore-fathers (whoſe memory is bleſſed for ever ) if they could 
with much coſt, and more danger get but one of Pazls Epiſtles intheir boſomes ;how 
did they hugge it 1n their armes, hide it in their cheſt, yea in their hearrs ! How did 
they cat, walk,ſfleepe,with that ſweet companion,and in ſpight of perſecution,never 
thought rhemielves well, but when they converſed with it in ſecret ! Lonow theſe 
ſhops are all open, we buy them not , theſe books are open, we reade them not, and 
we willbe ignorant becauſe we will. The Sunne ſhines and wee ſhut our windowes. 
[t is enough for the miſerable Popifh Laitie tobe thus darkythar live in the perperu- 
all night of Inquiſition. Shall this be the only difference berwixt them and us ; that 
they would read theſe holy leaves, and may not ; wee may, and will not ? There is 
no ignorance,to the wiltull, I ſtand pot upon a formall and verball knowledge : that 
was never more frequent, more flouriſhing. But if the maine grounds of Chriſtianity 


were throughly ſetled in the hearts of the multicude, wee ſhould not have ſo much 


cauſe of ſhame and ſorrow, nor our advetfaries of triumph and inſultation. Shew 
lefſe therefore for Gods ſake, andlearne more; and ballace your wayering heart with 
the ſound truth of godlinefſe, that you may flie ſteadily thorew all the rempelſts of er- 
rours. Make Gods Law of your learned conn{cll with David, and be happy. Elſe if 
you will needs love darkncfſe, you ſhall have enough of ic : you have here inward 
darkneſſe, there outward( axin* i24r:eo) This is your owne darknefle, that his of whom 
the Plalmitt ; He ſet darkreſſe, and 3t was darke : Darke indeed : A thicke and terrible 


| darkneſle, joyned with weeping and gnaſhing. I urge not their awfull reverence in 


their devotion, ourſleepy or wilde careleſneſſe ; their auſtereand rough diſcipline 
of the body,our wanton pampering of the fleſh ; though who can abide to thinke of 
a chaſte Phariſe, anda filthy Chriſtian? a temperate Phariſe, and a drunken Chriſtian ? 
how ſhamefully 15 this latter vice(eſpecially)growne uponus with time? we knew it 
once in ourordinary ſpeech appropriated to beggers, now gallants fight for ir. This 
beaſtlinefſe had wont be baſhfull; now it is impudent 4 once children were wont to 
{huntat a drunkard(as ſome foule wonder) now not tobe drunk is quarrell enough a- 


Heaven,are now bent tO Batchwus,in a Paganiſh,beſtiall, devilliſhdevotion. To leave 


| 


the title of Chriſtians,for ſhame let usbe either men, or beaſts. My ſpeech haſtens to 


theirholy and wiſe ſtrineſſe of carriage ; wherein I can neyer complaine enough of } 
our inequalicie: They hatred the preſence, the fire, the faſhion,the'bookes of a Gen- | 


tile, of a Samaritane ; neither was there any hatred loſt on the Samaritanes part ; for 
ifhehad butrouchrt a Jew,he would havethrowne himſelfe into the water;cloaths & 
all:both of them equally ſick ofa Nol; me tangere, Touch me not for 1 am hilier, Elay 55. 

Our Romiſh Samaritanes haunt our tables, our cloſets, our cares; we frowne not, 
we diflike not: We match, converſe, conferre, conſult with them careleſly, as if tt 


d_ 


mong men, among friends : Thoſe knees, that we were wont to bow to the God of | 
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were cometo the old ſtay of that indifterent Apeles in Enſebius; Sat eſt credere in crucifix... " 
#2: but that which I moſt lament, and yee, Fathers and Brethren, if my voyce may 
reach toany whomirt concerneth, in the bowels of Chriſt ler me boldly (though moſt 
unworthy)moye your wiſdoms, your care to redreſſe 1t.Our young ſtndents(the hope 
of poſterity.) newly crept our of the ſhel] of philoſophy, ſpend ther frit touresin | 
the great Doors of Popiſh controverſies ; Bellarmine is next to Ariſtotle : yea, our | 
very ungrounded Artizans, young Gentlemen, frale Women, buy, reade, traverſe 
promiſcuouſly the dangerous writings of our ſubtileſt Jeſuites. What is the iſſue? 
Many of them have taken poyſon,ere they know what milke 15; ana when they haye 
once taſted this bane,they muſt drinke and die. Oh what pity,what vcxarion is it to; 
a trne heart, to ſeeus thus rob'd of our hopes ; them-of their ſoules ! Thave heard, yca 
I have ſeene and envicd the cautelous ſeyeritie of our adyerfaries, which upon the 
deepeſt paines forbid the fale, yea the ftghrof thoſe Authors, which they terme in- 
fetious; where was ever Calvi1 publikely bought inone of their Church-vards? 
where eyer read without licence, without ſecurity ? I cenfure not this as the peculiar 
fault of this place : would God this open remiſneſſe were not a common cyill, and 
had not ſpred it ſelfe wide thorow all thoſe Churches ti-at are gone our of Balylon. 
Barthol Let no man tell me of the diſtinction of that old Canonilt : Some r41»gs (faith he ) ne 
| Briaouffs. reade leſt th:y ſhoald be neglefed,us the Bible; ſume, leſt they ſhould be unknown? as Artc ard! 
| P:zloſuphy; ſome, that they may be rejected, as Hereticall bookes. Truc ;But let them reade 
that can r<ject, that can confure ; wee diſtruſt not our cauſe, bur their weake judge- 


ments. A good Apothecarie can make a good medicine ofa ſtrong poyſon ; muſt 
children therefore be allowed that box ? I know how unworthy I am roadvile ; only} 


I throw downemy {elfe at your feet, and beſeech you, that our loffes and their ex 


. 0 . 
amples may make us nolefſe wiſe 1n our generation. C| 


I follow the compariſon ; They paid tithes of all they had : nota pot-herbe, but 
they tithed ir. Heare this ye facrilegious Patrons, the merchants of ſoules, the Pirats 
of the Church, the enemies of religion; they tithed all ; you nothing ; they paid to 
their Levites, your Levites mult pay to you : Your Cures muſt be purchaſed, your 

tithes abated,or compounded for : O the ſhame of Religion ! How too juſtly may | | 
uſurpe of you that of $.zcce 2 Pettie ſacriteges are puniſhed, while great ones ride in tri-| 
«mph. Never cxcuſe it with pretence of Ceremony ; Moſes neyer gave {© tric a 
charge for this, as Paul [ty mar zevis | communicate g//thy goods with thy Teacher; al, | 
wit an emphaſis. Well-fare yet the honeſt Phariſes, whoſe rule was : (Decima ut dives, | 
ſeas) Tithe aud be rich : It ever thou bethe fatter for this gravell, or the richer withthat| | 
thou ſtealeſt from God, let me come to begge at thy doore. | 
Woe to you (pirituall Robbers. Our blind fore-fathers clothed the Church ; you|D 
defpoile it : their ignorant deyotion ſhall riſe injudgement againſt your ravening co- 
vetouſneſſe. If robbery, ſimony, perjury willnot carry you to hell; hope ſtillthat 
you may be ſaved. They gaveplentifullalmes tothe poore:we in [tead of filling their 
bellies, grinde their faces. Whit excellent Lawes had wee lately enacted thatthere 
ſhould be no begger 1n Ifrae1? Letour ſtreets, wayes, hedges, witnefſe the execution. 
Thy iibcrality relecvcs ſomepoore. Ir is well. But hathinot thine oppreſſion made 
more? Thy ufury,extorting, racking, incloſing, hath wounded whole Villages, and 
now thou befriendeſt twoorthree with the plaiſters ofthy bounty. The mercicsof 
the wicked are cruell. They were preciſe in their Sabbath ; we ſo looſe in ours, asif 
| God had no day : See whetherour Tavernes,ſtreets,high-wayes deſcry any great dif- 

terence.. Theſe things I vowed in my ſelfe to reprove,iftoo bitterly,(as youthinke) 
pardon (I beſeech you) this holy impatience : and blame the foulneſſe of theſe vices, 
not my juſt yehemency. Andyou( Chriſtian hearers than which noname can bee 
aearer,be perſwaded toranſacke your ſecure hearrs;and if there beany of you whoſe 
| awaked conſcience ſtrikes him for theſe ſins,and places him below theſe Jewesin this 
unrighreouſnefſe, if you wiſh or care tobe ſaved, thinke it high time, as you would 
; Ever nope for entrance into Gods Kingdome, to ſtrike your ſelves on rhe thigh,and 
| with amazement and indignation toſay,What have I done?toabandon your wicked 
| 
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A |Paul,a Phariſe, was according to the righteouſneſie otthe Lawuareproveable : yer if 
Paul had not gone from Gamaliels feet, toChriſfs, he had never beene faved Unre- 


drunkenneſſe, pride,oppreſiton, bribing, coulenages,aduireries,blafphemies,and our 
ſelves for them 2 God and men reprove us for theſe ; what ſhall become of us ? If the 
civilly righteous ſhall not bee ſaved, where ſhall the notorious ſinner appeare 2? A 
Chriſtian below a Jew ? For ſhame, where are wee? where 1s our emulation > Hea- 
ven isour goale, we all run ; loe the Scribes and Phariſ:s arc bctore thee; what ſafe- 
ty canit bee tocome ſhort of thoſe that come ſhort of heayen? Except your righteou,” 
pefſe,Cc y | 

You have ſeene theſe Scribes and Phariſes ; their righteouſneſſe and our unrighte- 
ouſnefle. Sce now with like patience,their unrighteoufneſſe rhat was,and our righte- 
ouſhefle that muſt be, wherein they failed, and we mult exceed. They failed then in 
their Traditions and Practice. May I ſay they failed, when they exceeded ? Their 
Traditionsexceedecd in number and proſecution, faulty 1n matter, 

Torun well, but out of the way,(according to the CGreeke Proverbe\isnot better 
than to ſtand ſtill. Fire is an excellent thing : bur if it bein the top of the chimney, it 
doth miſchiefe rather. Iris good to be zealous in ſpight of all ſcoffes, but fey wag} in 4 
good thing. If they had beene as hot for God,as they were for themlelves,'rhad beene 
happie : but now 7» vaine they worſhip me: (faith our Saviour) teaching for doArines the 
Traditions of men, Hence was that axiome received currantly among(t their Jewiſh 
followers - There t« more in the words of the wiſe than in the words of the Law 0 Aore ; 
that 15, more matter, more authority : and from t!.1s principally ariſes and continues 
that mortall quarrell betwixt them and their (Karraim) and (44j2i»z) vnto this day, 
A great Jeſaite(ar leaſt thatthinks himſelte ſo)writes thusin great earneſt : The Pha- 
riſes(faith he) may net unfitly be compared to our Cathoiives.Some men ſpeak truth igno- 
rantly, ſome unwillingly;Cataphas never ſpake truer, when he meant it not: one egge 
15not liker toanother, than the Tridentine Fathers to theſe Phariſes in this point, 
beſides that of free-will, merit, full performance ofrhe Law, which they abſolutely 
received from them : For marke, 1th the ſame reverence aud d:uotion doewce yeceive 
and r-þef Traditions, that we doe the Bookes of the Old and New Teſtament, lay thoſe Fa- 
thers in their fourth Seffion : Heare both of theſe ſpeake, and ſee neither : if rho 
canſt diſcerne whether is the Phariſe, refuſ2 me in agreater truth. Not that wee did 
ever ſay with that Arrian in Hilary: we debarre all words thas are nut nritten : or would 
thinke fir with thoſe phanarticall Anabaptiſts of Munſter, that all bookes ſhould bee 
burnt beſides the Bible : ſome Traditions mult have place m every Church ; bur, 
Their place : they may not take wall of Scripture : Subſtance niay nor in our valuati- 
on give way to circumſtance, God forbid. Ifany man expect that my ſpeech on this 
opportunity ſhould deſcend to the diſcourſe of our contradifted ceremonies, ler 
him know that I had rather mourne for this brcach than meddle with ir. God 
knowes how willingly I would ſpend my ſelfe into perſwaſtonsifthoſe would availe 
any thing: but I well ſee that teares are fitter for this Theme than words. The name 
of our Mother is ſacred, and her peace precious. As it wasa true ſpzech cited from 
that Father by BeZarmiwe © The war of Heretites u he peace of tbe Churco:{o would God 
our experience did not invert it upon us: The w ir of 8he Church is the peace of Heretibes. 
Our diſcord istheir muſicke ; our ruine their glory : Oh what a ſight is this, Bre- 
| thren ſtrive, while the enemy ſtands ſtil], and laughs and triunwhs. If we defired the 
oriefe of our common mother, the languiſhing of the Goſpell, the exrirpation of 
Religion, the loſle of poſterity, the advantage of our adverſaries, which way could 
theſe be better effe&ed than by our difſentions ? That Span'th Prophet in our Age 
(for ſo I find him ſtiled) when King Philip asked him how he might become maſter 
of the Low-Countries, anſwered : If he could divide them from themſelves, According 
to that old Machivellian principle of our Jeſuites, Divide and Rule, And indeed it 
is concord onely (as the Pocſie or Mor of the united States runs) winch hath up- 
neld them in a rich and flouriſhing eſtate againſt ſo grear and potent enemies. Our 


and ( briſtianitte. | | 


proveable , and yet rejected? Alas, my brethren, waar (hall b:zcome of our gluttony, 
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Notre mort whac they have gained lince we diflented ; to foreſee what they will gaine ? They , 
'u -5 mazn-sde| ATE OUr mutuall ſpoiles rhat have made them proud and rich. If you ever therefore 
Pomp.Mmus' || ooke toſee the good daies of che Goſpel, the unhoriing and contuſion of that ſtrum. 
pet of Rome, for Gods ſake, for the Churches ſake, for ourowne foutes fake, lerys 11! 
compoſe our ſelves to peace and love : 0h pray for the peace of Jeruſalem © that Peace m.iy 
be within her walls,and proſperitie wit "in her palaces. ; GE 
For the matter of their Tradirions, our Saviour hath taxed them 1n many particy. 
lars;about waſbings,oathes,offerings, retribution: whereof be hath faid enough whey 
hee hath tearmcd their doctrine, the Leaven of rye P:14riſes, that IS, fowre and lwelling, 
S. Hierome reduces them to two heads : They were Turfia cnii's ; lome fo ſhamefy!! 
thar they mightnor bee ſpoken; others idle ard dotiſh, both ſonumerous that the 
cannot be reckoned. Take a taſte for all ; and to omit their reall Traditions, heare 
Prec. Mol eun | ſome of their interpretative. The Law was, that no Leper might come into the 
Expoſ.Rab. Temple ; their Tradition was, if he were let downe thorow the roote, this were ng 
_ irregularity. The Law was, a man might not carry a burthen on the Sabbath : their 
Ibid. Traditionall gloſſe; if he carried cught on one ſoulder,it was aburthen ; if on both, 
| none. If ſhooes alone, no burthen ; if with nailes, rot tolerable. Their ſtint of 1 
Sabbaths journey was a thouſandcubirs ; their glofie was, That this 15 tobe vrdex. 
ſtood without the walls : burifa man ſEould waike all cay thorow a Citie as bigge 2; 
Sevarem 1c | Ninive, he offencs not. The Church of Rome ſhall vie ſtrange glofſems and cere- 
ctipit de gre- | MONIious obſervations with them, whether for number or for ridiculonſneffe, The 
mio camerarii | day would faile mee if I ſhould either epitomize the volume of theirholy rites, or 
Pali tamenep | gather up thoſe which it hath omirred. The new elc&ted Pope in his folemne Late- 
&2-:; fpor- | ran proceſſion muſt take copper money out of his Chamberlaines/ap, and ſcatterit 
8ea(qu-11p7)%"] among the people, and ſay ; Gold and ſilver have 1 none. Seven yeares perance is 
& 4rgemum | mjoyned to a deadly finne ; becauſe M:r1am was ſeparated ſeven dayes forher le- 
non -tmiri: \ profic ;and God faycs to Ezeliel,7 have given theea dayfor ageare. Chriſt ſaid ro Peter, 
| rnptngteryra | Lazxch forth intothe deepe © therefore he meant thar Peters ſucceſſor ſhould catch rhe 
Cano penizenti- | grcat fiſh of Conſtantines donation. But I favour your eares. Thatone Imay nor 
TNeab - { omit, hows. Hierom, whom they fondly terme their Cardinall. compares ſome 
PEzecq, | Popilh faſhions of his time with the Phariſzical{ , who when he had ſpoken of thei; 
=, Ie purple fringes m the foure corners of their (7:4.») and the thornes which thelc 
frinvrefat, | Rabbinstye 1n their skirrs, for pennance, andadmonition of their Cutie : Hor «pud 
In Mat 23. 20: (ſaith hee) ſuperj.1tiofce muliercule inparvults E vange is, 1H (TUCES ligno & iſtinſmed: 
rebus fatitant : That is, Thas ſuper}iitions old wives doe among Ss us with lirsle Goſpels 
of Toh. with rhe wood of the Croffe, and thelite, Thus that Father direQIy raxeth this 
Romiſhuſe : whoif he were now alive, and ſhould heare their Church groaning 
under the number of Cereronies more than the Jewiſh, wou!d (befides holy As- 
ſtins complainr)recouble that cenſure of our Saviours, wee to 504 Scribes, Phariſes, by- 
pocrites : for ye find heavy burttens and grievous to bee boyne, and lay lemon mens ſyoul- 
ders. Iforbeare to ſpeake of the erroneous opinions of theſe Jewiſh Maſters concer- 
Vide Drefic ning that Pyrhagorian tranſanimarion or paſſage of the ſoule from one body to ano- 
12 Aliad;. | Der (a point which the Jewes had learned from them, Matth. 16. 14.) concerning 
Grin. the not rifing up of the wicked, Aſtronomicall deſtiny free will, merit of works, per- 
RNs m_ of obedience,in evcry of which it were calte to loſe my ſeiteand my ſpeech. 
Jiaof wif el | ORE tO cheir maine unrighteouſheſſe , which was not ſonmch the planting of thele 
ſzcurdumcar= | ſtocks, which God never (cr. asthe graffing ofall holineſſe &Gods ſeryice,upon then 
1» obſeroatio. | a faſhionable obſervation of the outward letter, with negle& of the true fabſtance of 
© |theLaw; avaine-gloriousoſtentarion of piety and perfettion ; and more care tobe 
thought, than to be good ; a greater deſire to be great, rhan good, crueltic andop- 
preſiion coloured with devotion. My ſpeech now towards the clofare ſhall draw it 
f clte up within theſe twoliſts;of their Hypocriſte,their rworldlineſſe: Hypocrilie 10 F- 
} ſhionableneſſe and 0 ftentation , Worldlinefſe in Coverouſneſſe, Ambition, Only ſtirre up} 
your ſelves a while, and ſuffernot your Chriſtian attention to faile in thiz laſt at. 
Some of their Rabbins ſay well,that God requires two things concerning his law: 
Cuſtodieand worke, Cuſtodie in the heart ; worke in the execution : Theſe unſound 
| and) 
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and overly Phariſes did neicher. It was enough if they kept the Law in their hands ; 
ſo they had a formall ſhew of godlineſle, it was enough: itthe outlide of theplatrer 
were cleane, they cared tor no more. God hadcharged them to binde the Law to 


thcir hand, and before their eyes, Der, 6. wherein, as [:r0-ze and Theep y:24 well 
interpret it, he meant the mediration and practice of his Lay : they, like unto the 
foolith Patient, waich when the Phyſitian bids him take thar preſcripr, eats up thc 
paper z1Echey could get bur a hit ofparchmentuponrheirleftarme next theirheart, 
and another {cro!l to tie upon rhetr forehead, and toure corners of fringe,or (if theſe 
be denied)ared threed in their hand, thoughr they might fay with Saud, Bleſſed be 
thou of the Lord, Thave done the commandement of the 1,.ord, That Oprs eperatum of the 
Papiſts (for I {till parallel chem) 1s nor more fall- Laine than faiſe Divinity : itis 
not the ourlide of thy obedience that God cares for, if never ſo holy, never ſoglori- 
ous ; it 15 enough that men are coutened wich theſe flourithes : the hearrand the 
reins are thoſe that God looks after. What cares a good market-man how good the 
fleece be, when the liver 1srotren ? God doth not regard faſhion ſo much as ſtuffe. 


thee. Doeſt thou thinke hee ſees not how ſinoorh y thou haſt dawhed on thine 
whoriſh complexion ? Hee ſces theea farof, and hates thee while thy paraſites ap- 
plaud thy beauty. I ſpeake not of this carrion-tleſh which thou wantonly infeeſt 
with the falſe colours of chy pride, which God ſhallonce waſh oft with rivers of brim- 
ſtone : I ſpeake of thy paintcd foule, and thy counterfeit obcdicnce. Give meleave 
cyea let me rake ir) to complaine that we are falien into acold and hollow age, 
wherin the religion of many 15 but faſhion, and their picty gilded ſuperſtition : Men 
care onely to ſeeme Chriſtians ; if they can get Gods liverie on their backes, and 
hisname in their mouthes, they out-faceall reprooſes. How many are there,which 
if they can keepe their Church, give anaſmes, bow their knee; ſay their prayers,pay 
their rithes, and once a yecre receive the Sacrament (it matters not how corrupt 
hearts, how filthy tongues, how falſe hands they beare) can fay in their hearts with 
Eſau, T have enough my brother ? As1t God cared for this thy vaine formalitie ; as if he 


200d. Be not deceived : If long devotions, fad looks, hard penances, bountifull 


Scribes and Phariſes had neyer beene ſhut out of heayen. Conſider this therefore 
(deare brethren) none but your owne eyes can looke into your hearts : we ſee your 
faces, the world ſees your lives ; if yourlives be not holy, your hearts ſound, though 
your faces were like Angels, you ſhall haye your portion with Devils. Tellnot me 
thou heareſt, prayeſt, talke[t,beleeveſt : How liveſt thou 2 What docſt thou? Shew 
me thy fuith by thy workes, ſaith Tomes, It wasan excellent anfiwer. that good Moſes 
gave tO Luciusin the Church-ſtory : The farth ;hat 15 ſeene, is better than the faith that is 
heard; and that of Luther not inferiour, that faith doth pirgueſcere uperibus, grow f ut 
and well-liking with geed wortes, Itisa leane ſtarved carcaſle of faith thou pretendeſt 
without theſe, If profeſſion be all, the Scribes and Phariſes are betore thee. Ran- 
facke thy heart, and finde found affection to God, firme reſolutions to goodnefſle, 
true hatred of ſinne : ranſacke thy life, and finde the truth of works, the life of obe- 
dience; thenalone thy righteouſneſſe exceeds the righteouſneſſe of the Scribes and 
Phariſes, and thou ſhalt enter into Heaven, Their oftentation followes :; wherein 
It is ſtrange to conſider, how thoſe that cared not to be good, ſhould defire yet to 
ſeeme good: ſodid theſePhariſes. They would not faſt without a ſmeared face,not 
o1ve an almes without a trumpet, not pray without witneſſes. Scribes, Phariſes, hy- 
pocrites. They did ad a religious part, they did but play devotion. They wereno- 
thing belidethe ſtage:all for ſight, nothing for ſubſtance. Would God this vice of hy- 
pocrifie had either died with them, or had only hereditarily deſcended to their ſuc- 


ceffors. Satan will not letus be thus happy.I ſee no mans heart : but I dare boldly ſay, 
the world is fall of hypocriſie.By their fruits ye ſhall know them! ſaith our Saviour: ) 
By their fruits; not by the bloſſomes of good purpoſes, nor the leayes of good _ 
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Thou deceiveſt thy ſeife, if thou thinke thoſe ſhewes thar blcared the eyes of the | 
world, can deceive him. God ſhall ſmite thee thou whired wall, God ſhall ſmite ' 


hated thee not ſo much more than a pagan, by how much thou wou!d(i ſeeme more | 


almes, would have carried it (without the ſolid ſubſtance of godlineſſe) theſe | 


| 2 Tim; 5. 
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Phariſaiſme Nos 
fron, but by the fruit of their ations. Not to ſpeak how our mint and cummin hath | A 
incroched upon judgement and juſtice: Search your ſcives(yee Citlzens:)now You | 
draw neere to God with your lips, with your cares, where 15 your heart ? Here your 
deyour attention ſeemes to crie, The Lord is God: how many are there of you, t | 
have any God at home?how many that have a talſe God ? Godat Church ; Mamman 
in your ſhops?I ſpeake not of all;God forbid. This famous Citie hath in the darkeſt, | 
in the wantoneſt times, afforded (and fo doth) many, that have done God nonour, | 
honeſty to the Goſpell.Bur how manyare there of you that under {mooth faces hare | 
foule conſciencesFaire words, falſe meaſures, forſworn valuations,adulterate wares, | 
griping uſuries, have filled many of your coffi ers,and feſtered your loules:You knoxy | 
chis, and yer like Salemons Curtizan you wipe your mouthes, and 1t wasnot yy, 
Your almes are written in Church-windowes, your detraudings mn the ſand; all is 
good fave that which appeares not. How many are there every where, that ſhame 
Religion by profeſſing it ? whoſe beaſtly life makes Gods truth ſuſpe&cd : for as, 
' howſoeyer the Samaritan,not the Iew,releeved the diſtreſſed traveller, yet the Icyys 
religion was true,not the Samarirans;fo in orhers, truth ofcauſes muſt not be judged 
by acts of perſons; yet, as he ſaid, Ir muſt needs be gooa at Nero perſecntes, ſo who is 
not readie to ſay : It cannor be good that ſuch a miſcreant pref ſſes Woe to thee Hypo. 
crite,thou canſt not touch,not name goodneſie, but thou detileſt 1t;God will plagne 
thee for acting ſo high apart: See what thou art, and hate thy ſeife ;or (ifnot that) 
yet ſee how God hates thee: he that made the heart, ſayes thon art no better than an 
handſome rombe:the houſe of death.Behold hereagreene turfe, or ſmooth marble, 
or ingraven braſle, and a commending Epitaph; all ſightly : bur what is within? an 
unſayoury, rotten carcafſe. Though thou were wrapt 18 gold, and perfumed with 
never ſo loud prayers, holy ſemblances, honeſt proteſtarions ; yetthouart burnoy- 
ſome carrion to God : Of all earthly things, God cannot abide thee ; and if thou 
wouldſt ſee how much lower yet his deteſtation reacheth, know that when he would 
deſcribe the tormentsof Hell, he calls them (as their worſt title) but the portionof 
hypocrites. Wherefore cleanſe your hands yee ſtaners, and purge your hearts yee double 
»ni+ded:For unleſſe your righteouſneſſe exceed the hypocriticall righteouſneſſe of the Scribes 
| and Phariſes, yeeſball not enter into the Kingdome of Heaven. 
| My ſpeech muſt end in their Covetoyſneſſe and Ambirion: A paireof hainous vices, 
| Ljoyne them together : for they are notonly brethren, but twins; yer ſoas the elder 
' herealſo ſerves the younger. It is Ambition that blowes the fire of Covetoulſneſſe. 
; Oppreffion gets wealth; that wealch may procure honour. Why doe men labour to 
| be rich, but that they may be great ? Their coyetouſnefle was ſuch, that their throat 
(an open ſepulchre){wallowed up whole houſes of Widowes. Whence their goods 
Luke 13-41% | arecalled by our Saviour [ wwe ]Jnot mr 37a, as1f they were already in their bowels: 
and which was worſt of all, while their tips ſeemedto pray, they were bur chewing 
| of that morſell. Their Ambition ſuch, that they womanithly brawled and ſhouldred 
meglerxces | forthe beſt ſeat ; the higheſt pew : A title, a wall, achaire, acap, a knee, theſe were 
z; ecxT-xg2+- | goodly cares for them that profeſſed gravitie, humilitie, mortification. Lermebold- 
—_ ly ſay, lernuſulemnever yeelded (o very Phariſes as Rome, Theſe old diſciples of Sam- 
13 | maiand Hillelwere not Phariſes in compariſon of our Teſvites. From judgement (you 
ſce) I am deſcended to pradtice: wherein it 15no lefſe eafily made good that theſe 
are more kindly Phariſes, than the ancient. A poore Widowes Cottage filled the 
panchof an old Phariſe ; How many faire patrimonies of devour young Gentle- 
* 4 wws | men* Druryed by them (pardon the word, it is their owne ; the thing I know 
»':cþ theSe- | and can witneſſe) have gone downe the throat of theſe Loyoliſts, let their OWne. 
ROT L nodlibet and Catechiſme report. What ſpeake I of ſecular inheritances 2 Theſe 
Mn od eyes have ſeeneno meane houſes of devotion and charitie ſwallowedup by them, 
liber) uſual | | 
aw'gt them, 


| | 
:0 from fee TOE ; 

peentieg ad wiped of their mheritance : from the example of M. Hewry Drury of Lawſhull in Suffolke, ſo defeated by the Teſwits. As at 

1M azozborgin Flanders neere Dunkerh, where « rich Legacie gave by a charitable Lady fer the bas|ding of an Hoſpuali, was cunning!) 

txrnediothe maintenance of Iefourts, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ — — 


— 
" =_ 
— _—— > 


|. UOGroo— 


”  —om—__— COA 4 


< - > wwe _ = _ _—_— 
= _ - _ - F y 4 -— _ m—__— ra > pores oo A 4 _ 
pode as Pu AS Son pH — Bn. 7 - —_— CORD ng : - o = he & =o 262 54S +" "F-4 -V. we ” « - 3... 
- -. E1 : - s % - % by -Y 
. % ju = 2 - J . CET I OE =. 4 eo & ow * FT % 6g nos O2.2=c5 "28 WE I SIxg ont of * \.4 bs: 
LY »P- E- OS. up” on coo ee: ” __ Sa 4 IvOD; - . vu mp. R b A: wa 4 - Sh —_ = ”__ 4 
- I - . $78 & Ve n —W JL ® : ” 
m tu - > 2 I " Ab ot - _ o 
"= * ; — As to On te WG i : , = " £4 » OP my _ > k- a—_ _— . ; - T_ —_ _ Ke _ _ I up” Wot ho toc 
"OI I a. _ , vt n —— _ - - + w _ - -- on > — ow _ "NT - —_ —<— _ 
—_—_— 4 a = -- gon _- 
m—eni_—_—_ = on er = - ney Tos a PM ac - be —_— _ 


LIST ” 4 Ly 
A *%»*- & 
—_—_ = - 
- Ms ob rl Gr dts ay 


. = 
ano ep oogy _ 
—_ Hs 2 , 


Af nnnons te 


”. , 
"Io ee i: x 5 "> 4+ + Ss i = . 3 S I. S — Fa Pa 
v ”- ” my * þ.. - _ _ — 
- $45 —_ —_ ADHERE or ELON en 9s x - 7 * 
Tz _— — Y 
= = PR & ny A 7 _——_ _— -e-—— _ . p . - —Y _ 
<4 - 


ww. "4 | 
- bh. ol}, IR >, . - 
y 


tp AP —- 
af Y _ 7 <_— —_—_—__ ww _— 
”—A I 1 EY th otter rt 
2 c” "y 2 
, I IS : WI 


As: 


— _— 


4 
: 
- = 
k 
, 4 
| &7 
A , F 
" 
©3& 7 4 
A 
1 *3 
& F 
0 
o | FP 
, | bs 
 / \ 7 1h 
*.. \ #' | 
| *Y® 
g p 
$ 1 7 

T1 q 
: 
tf ” 

£ : 27 

q 
- 1 
- . % 

# Ji f : 

+4 ; 

4 > i 

6 1 2 % 
4 4 4 
"$a # * 179 
+ | 129 
#3 2 "Mo 
o * f 

p . 
0 (70 
o by 2 

- 4 y : 
43; : 4 'Y 
s j- «1 
[of « Bf 
$4 43 iP 

" 'L 
; i 2 4 
F 
'. 
T 44+ 
: 
: « 
T7L.1 T 
© 4 " "7 

: F 4 

x "3 4 
%'i1s i 

LS” / 

"3 : 

*# -1% | 

*8:7 | 

+ 120. #1 
PER 

= 5 ' 
" Þ 6b 7 } 
* 34 18 

; ' " IS | 

+ CI : m iH - 

: : iy & , 5 

* $:Y : p; £ : 
+4 3 
#*5 j 

+ YT 4 / 

3 q _ , 

by + 5 oy 

by - 0 ' 
[4 + && We. 1 

438 bh . T7 
vo 4 K 

+- KY , 

A Ws . i 

73 =: i} 
=. Bo : 
18 nc 

F . 4 

8 » WE IS 

"3 ©.& «i 

” L3 8 

{JH i ; 

x 2 - þ3 

: l 4 

1 $82 BY 13 

: {#4 , i 

* : 

4 : 

S594 3 ; 4 
{ u : 8 
7 : -® 

4 6 ' $44 : pet - 

1 tt - 1 vo + 
00 BEV U 

* it $$ f 

\ # G 
” _ 2 
» L _ 
wt : = x. *}j {i 

1 B +4 38: 
: #5 43 
5 : 
42 + b : L 5 £ 
: C 
He's © 
Ma ?H 
( [7 2} 
4 WS © ih 
” P - 
4 - 
#jS3LT | 
6 | y 
\ - 
& Ll P. 
: F "8, 
"(W123 & 

. WIS! £5 2 
gt 40) -/ 
kb: 7 
+ EX 4 

$31 #$ 1 
7H = 
*.# 5 

* *% "i : 

” * 3 # q 

* £4 * 1 , 

" fy © he. 4 
Y we44. | 

TOES $24 

> ' < 
* OF V 0 

80D i 
FS 73% : . 
| ” 

4-. F* i v$ "A 
Fa FS 535 
TY EC 7 

q oo 
1.48 231 
# | &: > 
LY o# 28} 
. - v 
of "3* . 
"% - + L 
$3 © $2.7 
a; -*; 
Vi 25 
3.80 7 : 
wh ms © 
'C Ss + 
" Aa ” 
ja ; ye hy 
mr '% 
LI: 4-37 
[i C " 
34) + 1 
«43: : 
t 41 i; 
— i=: 4 
= 7 p 
»* : , 

+ ”" ; [ ql 

. i ! 

or i : 4 4 

0 OTE > Y* 

"4 008; 4} 

$ © Kt" 1&1 
M7 1 4 

Wo h, þ M4 
» - PE 1 - 
: £3 
[®. =* Y 
i F \ 
3M I $4 
&) 
AS FY . 
4 &/ 

A, ® - : 
ys #4 _— : 
"4 % , q 
py _ 

T *.A 
| by” 7 
AS: 

+ (#3 M0 
be, 
18" 35 30% 

# .1 AIM 
dey” © ' 
: & J : 
' > » VF 
——_— I 
: : 
THR” 45 ; 
? (ot 0 
: TT + 
F % Sc 
$: +4 
7 . 47 <8 
Ma 
5 '# 
LA F I'd 
: * 
WOT + 
' 4: : 
. Ph T 
| ! + £4 2 : 
Y Wo b- Wi 
bo WW ; 
' 7 
B ©} 4 L298 'v 
= : 

. : 

YL ; : : 
4 #3, M rl 4 
> 58 

IB 
LEH X 
4 3 wm 
$8: kt 
&} * © fy 
4 4%} ; 
; BS: + 
$ > 
+ kh 
* {2 
$5 «** 
, Ms.” 
$ t. , - 
FRIES: ig + 
+ E787 

; t a8) . 
[* : © i 

= 3 ps . 

oy 3 © t 

 . 1 

: [4 (Þ F 
TEE 

T 7 
b47 

G A . 

ka? Þ 
, : FX 

PIE Et 7 
: : 
7 5 
db 1 
bt” 
J © | ; q 
. : 
27 bv 
F : 
T | ” 
Fi y 
% 
of b 
, +4, - 
: ” - 
vt 12 0y 
LE. 
4 : , 
= f 1 { 
y v 4 | 
© : 47 
+ : + 
T 6 
: y 
: $5 s 
9-7 + 8 
- 
r 
| T* 
[3 Fi & 
#* <{ A 
& f! 
8 4 
J 3X1 g 
WF | 
"+ % 
yu 
% 
» 
k 
C 


— I L 


, _ (7 
py a _— f - ao 
nn  — "Wd 
” 
$16 we ” ) <4<- 4 + 
-Y > - . , & At 


and ( briſtanitie. 
Asfor their ambirious infinuations, notonly all cheir owne Religions enviou] yery 
downe, but the whole world ſees and rings of. 'Whar oare of Stare can ſtir withonr 
their rowing 2 What Kingdome either ſtands or falls without their inrefmedling 


What noble Familie complaines not of their proling and ſteatth ? And all this 
with a ſterne face of fad pietie and (terne morrification. Yea whatortherisrheir great 


| Mer, but the King of Phayiſes £ who,under a pretence of {imple pierie, challeng 2; 


| withoat ſhame to have devoured the whole Chriſtian world, the naturall inherican- 
| ces of ſecular Princes, by the foiſted name of Peters patrimony, and now in molt in- 
famous and ſhameleſſe ambition,calls great Emperours to his ſtirrup, yea tohis foot- 
{toole. But what wander wee {o farre from home ? V2 nobjs miſeris { faith $. Zerome) 
41 quos Phariſeorum vitiatranſe:runt, (Woe to us wretched men, towhomn the Phariſes vices 
are derived.) The grcar Do#tor of the Gentiles long agoe ſaid, A// ſecke th:ir owne.and 
not th: things of God, and 1s the world mended with age? would God we did not find 
it a {ure rule ; that (as it 15 in this little world) the older it growes, the more diſeaſed, 
the more covetous : we are all to) much the true ſonnes of our great grand-mather; 
and have each of us an Eves ſweet-tooth in our heads, we would be more than weare: 


G©G})S]gy—_—— 


your conſ{ciences were ripr, O yee? that would be Chriſtian Gentlemen, Lawyers, Ci- 
tizens, what do? we think would be found in your mawes? Here the devoured pa- 
trimony of poore Orphans; there the commons of whole Tornthiips : here the im- 
propriate gjo9Js of the Church; there piles of uſury : here bri9es and unlawfull fees ; 
chere the rawand indigeſted gobbets of Simony : yea, would GodI might nor ſay, 
but I maſt ;Gy it, with feare, with ſorrow, evenof our ſacred and divine profeflion, 


DT — 


world rohimſelfe, and with that ambitious Conquerour feares 1t will be toolittle : 


load them with deep? and unreaſonable prices, and rake them pay dearefor dayes. 


& 


bo 


you have beene Hayiſh in ranPOress | Cloſe*3R con : 
of our cxtreme froſts :; wee ſeeGods;hand,” and kifſe the rod ; but if your hearts 


- 
I 


12 hell. | 


and how few * Agurs are there, that pray againſt toomuch ? From hence it is, that yee 
Courtiers grateupon poore Trades with hard monopohes. Hence, yyee Merchants 


Hence ye greatmen wring the poore ſponges ofthe Commonaltie-mro your private 
| purſes, for che maintenance of pride-aridexceſfe. /Hence yee cofmorint corne- 
mongers hatch up'a dearth in the'time"of plentie-;God fends-graine, bur many 
times the Devil ſends garners, The eattlr hachbeengno niggard1n'ycelding : but |p;gy.,0 8. 
and coſta concealing. Never talke| 


your charitic , were-not rhore frozen than ever the carth was; meane Houſe- 
keepers {ſhould not nerd to, beg, 'nor the meaneſt to ſtarve for want of bread. 
Hence laſtly, our loud oppreſſions of. all: forts crie ro heaven, and are anſwered 
with threats, yea with variety of yengeances. Take this with thee yet, O thou 
worldling, which haſt the greedj-worme under:thy tongue with Eſajes dogges, 
and never. haſt enongh ; Thowfſhalt. meer with, two things as unſariable as thy 
ſelfe : rhe Grave and Hell; and thott,, whom all the world could nor fatisfie, there be 
two thinzs whereof thou ſhalt have nough r*Fzough mould 3n the grave, enongh fire 


I lovenotto end with a judgement ; andas.it were tolet my Sunne {et in a cloud. 
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Sacr, cerem |.x. 
de Conſe. Bene- 
alt & coron, 
Poat:f.Poſtea 
Imperater fipre- 
jens eff flapham 
equi Papalis te- 
aft \& dun dg. 
CBE CqUUM [ Or 
frenu aliquan- 
Ulim 


} - 9 d And at; R 
aad every mart would b2 cithera.)or(Heither the man,or ſome-body. If a number of [9977-74 


Dum Imperator 
JC officia pre. 
(at, debet Papa 
nadeſte reculare: 
ly dem cum ili 
1bus bog ver 
"s reciprends 

vermittit altgua 
'ulun frogr dj, 


chat which our Saviour of his Twelve, Tee are clean, but nt all. The multicuds of ©5705 
C|ourunregarded C'arges, and ſoales dying and ſtarved, for want of {pirituall proyj- 
fon, (while they give us bodily) would condemne my i1{ence for too partiall. In all 
conditions of1n2nC for particulars are ſubject to envy and exception ) the daughters 
of the horſe-leach had never ſuch a fruirfull generation : They cry ſtill, Gize, Give - 
not give alone, that is, the bread of ſuificienc3s;, but Give, Givz; that is, more than e- 
nough. But whar is more than enough? Whar is bur enough? What 1s not too little 
for the infatiable gulfe of hamane defires ? Every man would ingrofſe the whole 


1 bil» tbe Empe- 
rar doth theſe 
ſervices tothe 
Pepe, of holding 
bis [lirrup and 
[-ading ha horſe 
bj thebrid'c,the 
Pope oucnt mo- 
aefily to refuſe : 
but at laſt with 
ſome gard words, 
be ſuffers him to 
goe on a while; 
ind then at laſt 
tajes himſclfe, 
Fc. 
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Weeare all Chriſtians, we ſhould know the World what it is, how vaine, how tran- 
itory,how worthleſſe. We know where there are better things, which wee proteſſe 
Our ſelves made for,and aſpiring to: Let us uſe che world hike 1t ſelfe,and leavethis1m- 
Portunate wooing of it, to Heathens and Infidels,that know no other Heaven,no o- 
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ther Go4.Or if you like that counſell better; Bee covetow:Be ambitious ; Covet jpir _ 
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ANDTO THE PRAISE 


HATH DONE AND SVFFERED 
ALL THESE THINGSFOR 
TO THE PUBLIKE GOOD, 

OF HIS OWNE GLO- 


BLESSED SAVIOYR (WHICH 
POORE LABOVRS 


OF GOD MY DEARE AND 
VNVWORTHY SERVANT 
HVMBLY DESIRES TO CON- 
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TO THE READER 


#7, Deſire not to make any Apologie {or 
1,4 A | 
22 the Edition ofthis my Sermon : It is mo- 
tiveenough, that herein I affe& amore 
publike and moreenduring good. Spi- 


ty} P | 
B@4| rituall niceneſle, 1s the next degree to 


20Q Oo 4, qQ © © S © 


0620 2060 ©0 0G do 


| an. 


a A 
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Phd 


> <weamwowcans Jo 


25555 unfaithtulneſle : this point cannot be too 


much urged, either by the tongue, or Preſſe.Religion and 
our ſoules dependuponit, yer are our thoughts too much 
beſide it. The Church of Rome lo fixes her ſelfe (in her 
adoration) upon the Croſle ot Chriſt, as if ſhe forgat his 
elorie : Many ofus ſoconcerve of him glorious, that wee 
neglect the meditation of his Crofle, the way to his glorie 
and ours. If we would proceedaright, we muſt paſle from 
his Goſgotha to the mount of Olives, and from thence to 
heaven, and there ſeeke and ſettle our reſt. According 
tomy weake ability, I have led this way in my ſpeech, 
beſeeching my Readers to follow mee with their hearts, 
that we may overtake him which 1s entred into the 
true Sanctuary, even the higheſt heavens, 
to appeare now in the fight of 


God forus. 
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THE PASSI 
SERMON. 


Ton. 19. Ver. Jo 
when leſus therefore had received the vinigerbe ſaid, Ttis finiſhed ; and bowing the head, 
be gave up rl ephoſt, 


R_ HE bitter and yet vicoriouspaſlion of the Sonne of God, 
Z&<' (Right honourable and beloved Chriſtians )as it wasthe 


Fe j* | ſtrangeſtthing that eyerbefell the earth ; ſoisbothofmoſt 


fall meditation. Ir is one of rhoſe things, which was once 
done, that it might be thought of for ever. Every day 
E DY<A*; therefore muſtbe the Good-Friday of a Chriſtian : who, 
ASSES with that great Doftor of the Gentiles, muſt deſire ro 


bw 
I 
vB 
& 
bo] 
Þ. 


{ 


\=S55z==S, know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, andhim crucified. 
There is no branchor circumſtance in this wonderfull 

buſineſſe, which yeelds not infinite matter of aiſcourſe. According to the folemni ty of 

this time andplace, I have choſen tocommend unto your Chriſtian attention, our Sa- 


His laſt word, 1s « firiſhed; bis laſt att, He gave up the Ghoſt, That which hefaid, hee 


| 


| 


—— 


1 


before your eics ) advanced upon the Chariotofhis Croſſe ; and now, aftera wear 
conflict cheerefwlly over-looking the Crlpaght and ſhame of men, the wrath of his 
Father, the Law, fin, death, hell; whichalllie gafpingarhis foot: andthen you ſhall 
conceive, with whar ſpirit he ſaith, Coxſ1mmarumeF, 1t is finiſhed. What is finiſhed?. 
Shortly : 


red him : his owne {ufferings 3 Our ſalvation. The prophecies are accompliſht, the 


ſhall fimit this firſt part ofmy ſpeech; only let them find andleave you attentive. 


were too particular. Letour Saviour himſelfe ſay, All things that are written of meeby 


| not done. 


viours Farewell to Nature(for his reviving was about it)in his laſt word, in his laſt a. | 


did. If there be any theame that may challenge and commard our eares and hearts, | 
thisis it : for behold, the ſweeteſt word thatever Chriſt ſpake,%& the moſt meritorious | 
att that ever he did. are met together, in this his laſt breath, In the one ye ſhall ſee | 
him rriumphing; yeclding inthe Other, yetſoashe overcomes. Imagine therefore, | 
that youſaw Chriſt Ieſas, in this day of his paſſion( whos every day here crucified | 


ceremontcs aboliſht, his ſiff-rings ended, our ſalvation wrought : theſe foure heads [ 


Even this very words propheſied of ; 44 things that are written of mr have an end, | 
faith Chriſt. What end? This, 1s # finiſhed, This very zndharh his end here. Whar | 
therefore is finiſhed? Not this preditiononly of his laſt draught, as Angnfine « that | 


the Prophets Itisa ſureand convertible rule :; Nothing was done by Chriſt, which | 
was not foretold : Nothing was ever foretold by the Prophets of Chriſt, which was | 


; ſoveraigne uſe, and lookes for the moſt frequent and care- | 
{ 


Y | 


All the prophecies thatwere of him ; All legall obſervations, that prefigu- | 
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{ be Paſſion Sermon. | 
via — 4 Eee... Wi 
It would take up a life ro compare the Prophets and Evangeliſts, the Pre- 1 
ditions & the hiſtorie, and largely ro diſcourſe how the one forerel] 8, and | 
'y 31, x. Math, 2, 25.| the other anſwers : let it ſuthce to looke at them running, of al the. 
Jeremie 31414 _ Evangeliſts, Saint attew hath beene moſt ſtudzous, in making theſere.. 
Toa 7.4 - | ferences and correſpondences : with whom, the burden or under{6n of 
Eay 9. 1, Matth, 4. 15.) eyery event, is ſtill (xt impleyetur ) that it might be fulfiled. Thus hath hc 
evit, ih. 4 ' #1 noted(( if Thave reckoned them aright )two and thirty feverall Prophecies 
la 65. 23, March, 12. 4 Concerning Chriſt, fulfilled in his birth, lite, death. : 
Eſay 43, 1. Math 12-17- | Tqwhich 8. Johzaddes many more. Our ſpeech mult be direQed to hi; 
Jonah 7. 37. ach, 3, 24.] Paſſion: Omitting thereſt, lerusinſiſt in thoſe. 
Calm. 98. 2, Marth. 13-35 | He muſt be apprehended : it was fore-prophelied ; The Azcinted of the 
Eſay 35- 5» 6. _— 153% | Lord was takenin their nete, faith Jeremie : but how ? he muſtbe fold 3 for 
>=4 * 9: Mach 7hidon | what ? forthirtie ſilver peeces ; and what muſt thoſe doe? buy a field: a1j 
Jeremic 7 . 11, Marth. 2t- 13 | foretgld ; And they tooks thirty ſilver peeces, the price of him 1hat was 2clied 
Eſay 5 8 Matth- 21, 33-| 484 gave thers for thepotters field, faith Zacharie (miſwritien Teremzz, by oye 


Pal. $8. 2, Math. 21, 16: 
Pſal 118, 22, Marth 22 44-| Jeter miſtaken inthe abbreviation. ) By whom ? That clilde of perdition, 


} 


Pal, 110. 2, Marth. 22. 44- R n . 5 fe {6-Gos | 
Ely 8. 14 Math. 34. 44 that the Scripture might be fulfilled. Which was hee ? It is toretold ; He thy; 


Plaim, 41. 9, Marth- 26+ 31- | eateth bread with me, ſaith the Plalmiſt. And what ſhall his Lilciples doe 2 


Eſay 53. 10 Math 26. 54 : ſo faith the Prophecie ; I wil [aitethe ſbeph:rd, and the ſhes 
9/4 - *. Matti 36s Runne away : ſo Prop ; | ſbepherd, ſdeepe 


Lan. 4. 20. Marth. 36. 56- ſhall be ſcattered, ſaith Zacharie. Whar ſhall be done to him ? Hee nwſt be 


Fay 50. 6.Matth 26. 67-| ſ{cqurgedand ſpetupon : behold, not thoſe filthy excrements cculd have 
_ ys 3 owe _s. 7 119htnpon his ſacred face, withouta prophecie ; 1hid not my face from ſhame 
Pom, 22, 2, Matth: 27. 46-| gpd ſpettiug, ſaith Eſaz. Whar ſball be the iſſue 2 In ſhort, he ſhall beledto 


Pſalm. 69. 23. Math, 27. 48. 


death : it is the prophecie, The MeſStas ſhall be ſſgine,laith Daxizl : what death? 
s —| He muſt be lift up ; Like 4s Moſes lift up the Serpent in the wilderneſſe, ſo ſhall 
the Sonne of 1147. \e lift up. Chryſoſtome ſaith well, ehatſome actions are parables; oma 
I ay, ſomeaGionsare prophecies, ſuch are all types of Chriſt, and this with the for- 
molt. Lift up, whither ? to the Crofle ': it 1s the prophecie, hanging upox a tree, faith 
Mojes : how hftup ? nailedtoit: fois the prophecie, Foderunt manws, They have pierced 
my hands and my feet, faith the Plalmiſt : With what company ? Two theeves: With the 
wicked was hee a«brel, faith Eſay + Where ? Without the gates, ſaith the prophecie: 
| What becomes of his garments ? They cannot ſo much as caſt the dice for his coat, 
but 1t is propheſicd ; They divided my garments, and on my veſtures caſt lots, faith the Pſal-| 
miſt, He muſt die then onthe Crofle : but how ? voluntarily. Not a boze of him ſtall be 
broken : what hinders it ? lae, there he hangs, as it werenegleged and ar mercy; yet 
allthe raging Jewes, no, all the Devils in hell cannot ſtirre one bone in his bleſſed 
bodie : It was propheſied in the Eaſter-Lamb, and it muſt be fulkIted in him that is 
the true Paſſcover, 1n ſpight of fiendsand men : how then? he muſtbe thruit in the 
ftde ; behold, not the very ſpeare could touch his precious fide being dead, bur it muſt 
be guided by a prophecie ; They ſhall ſee him whom they have thruſt ihorow, ſaith Zacharie : 
what ſhall he ſay the while? not his very words but are fore-{poken : his complaint, 
| Elz Eli lamma ſataJani, as the Chaldee, or wyng1y as the Hebrew, Pſal. 22. 2. his 
reſignation, I» mars inas, Into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, Pſal. 31. 5. his requeſt, 
Father forgive them : Heprayed for the tranſgreſſors, faith Eſay. Andnow when he ſaw all 
theſe prophecies were fulfilled, knowing that one remained, he ſaid 7thirſt. Domine. 
q1ſtis £ ſaith one, O Lord, what thirſteſt thou for? A ſtrange hearing, that aman, 
;yeathat God and man dying, ſhould complaine of thirſt. 

Could he endurerthe ſcorching flames of the wrath of his Father. the curſe of our r 
imnes, thoſe tortures of body, thoſe horrours of ſoule, and doth he ſhrinke at his 
flirt? No, no : he could have borne his drought, he could notheare the Scripture 
'nottultiiled. It wasnotneceſſity ofnarure, bur the neceſlitie of his Fathers decree, 
that drew forth this word, Ithirft. They offercd it before. he refuſed it : Whether it 
| were an ordinary potion for the condemned to haſten death (as in the ſtorie of M: 
| Ai:i077e Which is the moſt received conſtruCtion)or whether it were that Jewiſhpotion, 

whereof the Rabbins ſpeake;whoſe tradition was, that the malefactor to be executed, 


ſhould 


ſhould afrer ſome good counſell from two of their Teachers, be taught to tay ; Let |<; & — 

=; | 4 2 & ors POT IN | 
#19 death be to the remifddon of all my ſanes ; and then that he ſhould have given him a | reniffion:mon- | 
boule of mixr wine, with a graine of Frankincenſe, to bereave him both of reaſon papa Pres, prrgh | 
and paine. 71m. 


; : Vtuſus ratway 
I durſt be confident inthislatrer ; the ratherfor that Saizt Marke calls this draught, | 'otzr. 


river kouuprio deer, Myrrhe-wine, mingled (as is like) with other ingredients. And Mon- 
tanus agrees with me m the end, Ad ſluporer &- ments alienatione : A faſhion which 
Galatize obſerves our of the Sannedrim, to be groundedupon Prov. 31. 6. Give ſtrong 
drinke to him that is ready toperiſh. I leave it modeſtly in the middeſt; let the learneder 
judge. Whatſoever it were, he wouidnot die till he had complained of thirſt, and in 
his thirſt taſted it. Neither would he have thirſted for, ortaſted any but thisbitter 
draught ; that the Scripture might be fulfalled ; They gawe we vireger todrinke :Andloe, 
now Conſurmatum eit ; All is finiſhed. 

Ifrhere be any Jew amongſt you, that like one of 7hz4unſcaſonable Dilciples,ſhall 
aske, Art thou he, or ſhall we looke for anther 2 he hath his anſwer; Yee men of Itrael, 
why ſtand you gazing and gaping for another Meſſias?In this alone, all the Prophecies 
are finiſhed ; and of him alone, all was propheſicd that was finiſhed. 7s 0!d rule 
holds ſtill, To the ewes a ſtxmbling block ;, and that more ancient curſe of David, Let 
their table be made a ſnare : And Stevens two brands ſtick ſtill in the fleſh of theſe | manerogd yn 
wretched men : One in their neck; ſtiffenecked the other in their heart, wcireumetſlf, [a 
the one, Obſtinacie ; the other, Yubelrefe: ſtiffe necks indeed, that will not {toope and | os 
relent with the yoke of ſixreene hundred yeeres judgement and ſervilitie; uncircum- 
ciſed hearts, the filme of whole unbeleete would nor becur off with fo infinite con- 
victions. Oh mad and miſerable Nation ! let them thew us one prophecie that isnor 
fulfilled, let them ſhew us one other in whom all the prophecies canbe fulfilled, and 
we will mix pity with our hate : If they cannot, and yet reſiſt, their doome is paſt : 
Thoſe mine enemies, that would not have me to reigne over them, bring themvither, axd ſlay 
them before me, So let thine enemies periſh, O Lord. | 

Buit what goe I fo farre? Even amongſt us(to our ſhame)this riotous age hath bred a PEPE 
monſtrous generation (I pray God I be not now in ſome of your boſomes, that heare | pun + +: + 
me this day compounded, much hike ro the Turkiſhreligion, of one part, Chriſtian ; Conia, - 
another, Jew; a third, worldling ; a fourth, Atheiſt; a Chriſtians face, a Jewes hearr, a 4 ſux, we 
worldlings life ;and therefore Atheowin the whole; that acknowledge a God, and | £vriftiari. 
know him not ; tharprofeſſe a Chritt, bur doubtof him; yea, beleeve him not : The 
foole hath ſaid 111 his heart, There is no Chriſt. What ſhall I ſay of theſe men ? They 
arc worſe than devils : that yeelding ſpirit could fay, ef 1 know-and theſe miſcreants | 
are ſtill in the old tunc of that tempting devil; $7 tz es filins Dei, If thou be the Chriſt, 
OhGad, that after fociecare a Goſpell, ſo many miraculous confirmations, fo many | 
thouſand martyrdomes,ſo many glorious victories of truth, fo inany open confeſſions 
of Angels, men,devils, friends, enemies ; ſuch conſpiratio:1sof heaven and earth, ſuch 
univerſall conteſtations of all Ages and people; there ſhould be lefr any ſparke of this 
damnable infidelity in the falſe hearts of men. Behold then, yee defpiſers, and won- 
der, and vaniſh away : Whom have all theProphets foretold? or what have the pro- 
phecies of ſo many hundreds, yea thouſands of yeeres, farclaid, that is not with this 
word finiſhed? who could foretell theſe things, bur the Spirit of God ? who could ac- 
compliſh them, bur the Sonne of God? He (pate by the mouth of bis holy Prophets, faith 
Zacharie : hee hathſpoken, and hee hath done ; one true God in both : none other 
ſpirit could foreſay theſe things ſhould be done ; none other power could doe 
theſe things, thus fore-ſherwed : this word therefore can fit none bur the mouth of 
God our Saviour, 1t & finiſhed. Wee know whom we have beleeyved 1, Thoy are the 
By the Soune of the living God, Lethim thar loves notthe Lord Jeſus be accurſed to 
the death. | rn ks 

Thus the prophecies are finiſhed : Of the legall obſervations, with more brevity. | 
Chriſt @ theend of che Law: What Law? Ceremoniall, Morall. Of the Morall.zitwas | 
keptperfettly by himſelfe, ſatisfied fully for us: Ofthe Ceremoniall ; it was referred 
to him, obſerved of him, fulilled in him, Gan by him. There were nothing | 

| | | | 3 INOTec t 


So arte 
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Yue; envy 


E x 90 appaxet 
tprc ſeifſumeſſe, 
cum Chriſt 

emifit ſpirz1um, 


Certmone ficut 
defuntta corpora 
necefſariaram of- 
feys deducenda 
erant ad ſepultu- 
r4,non ſimulate, 
ſed religioſe, nec 
deſerenda conti- 
nu Auguftii. 

Eqg0econtrario 


| foquar,* recla- 


mante mundo l1- 
bera voce pre- 
PuNczem cere- 
wonias Indeork 
perniczoſas ofſe, 
E* mor tif eras, 
O Quicungue 
Cas obſeruavertt, 
foecx Inden 
ſroe ex Gent» 
bus, i hara- 
thrum diabols 
dcuoutum Bir. 
Duſquis nunc 
ea celebrare v- 
{uerit, tanguam 


| ſopitos cineres 


ergens, non erit 
pins, ESP 
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more eafie, than toſhew you how all thoſe Jewiſh Ceremonies looktat Chriſt : hg N 
Circumciſion, Paſſeover,the Tabernacle,both outer and Inncr, the Temple, the Layer 
both the Alrars, the Tables of Shew-bread, the Candlelſtickes, the Vaile, the Holy of 
Holies, the Arke, the Propitiatorie, the pot of Manna, Aarons Rod, the High Prieſt, 
his Order and Line; his Habits,his [naugurarions, his Waſhing, his Anointings, his 
Sprinklings, Offerings, the Sacrifices, ina wen, and what EVET Jewiſh Rite had 
their vertue from Chriſt,relation ro him,and heir endin him. This was then their lag 
eaſpe ; for, now ſtraight they dicd with Chriſt, now the vaile of the Templerent: a; 
Auſtin well notes out of Meatthewes order; Ittore then, when Cihritts laſt breath paſſeg, 
That conceitof Theoply/adt 15 wittie ; that as the Jewes were wont torend their gar. 
ments, when they heard blaſphemy:ſo the Templenot enduring theſe execrable blaſ. 
phemies againſt the ſonne of God, tore his vaile in p2eces. Bur that 1s not all : the 
vail: rent, 1s the obligation of the rituall Law cancelled; the way into he heayenly 
Sanuary opened; the ſhadow giving roome tothe ſubſtance ; ina word, itdoth that 
which Chriſt ſaith, Conſummaturn eft. Even now then the Jaw.of Ceremonies died: 
It had a long and folemne buriall, as Awgyſtize ſait'2 well ; perhaps figured in Moſes, 
whodiednot lingringly, but was thirty dayesmournedfor : what meanes the Church 
of Rome todig themup, now rotten in their graves? and that, not as they had beene 
buried, but ſowen with a plenteous increaſe ; yea, with the inverred uſurie of to 
many of you Citizens; ten for one. Ir is a graye and deepe ſenfure of that reſolute 
Hierome : Egoe contrario loquar, &«.1 ſay, ſaith he,aod inſj 3ght of all the world dare main- 
tains, that now the Tewiſh ceremonies are peruicious and deadly ;, and whoſoever ſhall obſerve 
them, whether he be Iew or Gemiile, in barathrum Diaboli devolutum; ſbe[{frie is Hell for 
7. Still Altars? ſtill Prieſts ? ſacrifices ſti]1? ſtill waſhings? ſtill unCtions > ſprinkling, 
ſhaving, purifying? ſtill all,and more than all? Let them heare but Augyſtipes cenſure, 
Lniſquis nunc,Cc. Whoſoever ſhall Bow wſe them, as 3t were rakgng ther wp ont of their du, 
heſball zot be Pius deductor corporis, ſed impmsſepulturz violator ; 4% inpzoms gud ſa 
crzlegiouws wretch, that ranſacks the quiet tombes of the dead. | 

I ſay not thar all Ceremonies aredead ; but the Law of Ceremondes,and of Jewiſh. 
It isa ſound diſtinction of them, that profound Peter Martyr hath in his Epiltle tothar 
worthy Martyr, Father, Biſhop Hooper : Some are typical, fore-ſignifying Chnitto 
come : ſome of order and decencie, thoſe are abrogated, not theſe : the Jewes hada 
faſhion of Prophecying in the Churches ; ſo the Chriſtiansfrom them, as Ambroſe:the 
Jewes had an eminent pulpit of wood ; ſo we : they gaye namesat their Circum- 
cifion ; ſowe at Bapriſine : they ſang Pfalmes, melodiouſly in Churches, fo doe we: 
they paid andreceived tithes, ſo doe we : they wrapt their dead in linnen with odors; 
lo we : the Jewes had ſareges at their admiſfion into the Church ; ſo we : thele 
inſtances might be infinite : the Spouſe of Chriſt cannot be wichour her laces, and 
chaines, and borders. Chriſt came not todifſolve order, But thou O Lord, how long? 
how long fhall thy poore Church find her ornaments, her ſorrowes ? and ſee the 
deare ſonnes of her wombe, bleeding about theſe apples of ſtrife : let me ſo name 
rhem, not for their value(even ſmall things, when they are commanded, looke for no 
{mall reſpect)but for their event : the enemie isat the gates of our Siracuſe; how long 
will we ſuffer our ſelves, taken up with angles and circles in the duſt : ye Men, Bre- 
thren, and Fathers, help; for Gods ſake put ro your hands, tothe quenchingof this 
common flame : the one fide by humility and obedience; the other by compaſſion; 
both by prayersand teares : whoam1, that I ſhouldrevive to youthe ſieer ſpirit of 
that divine Augyſtzw2, who when he heard and ſaw thebirter contentions betwixt tWO 
graveand famous Divines, Jerome and Ryffine: Heu mihs, ſaith he, gui ves alicubs ſens 
# venire wow poſſum ; Alas, that Iſhould nener find you two together, how Iwould fall at jour 
fees, how I would cmbrace ther, and weepe upon ther, and beſcechyou, either of you for other, 
and each for ramſelfe, both of you forthe Chuch of God, tut e ſpecially, for the weake, for hots 
Chrift died, who not without their owne great dawgtr, ſee you tyoo fighting in this Theatre of | 
the world. Yet let me doe what he faid he would doe ; bing peace, as for life :Þy | 
your filzall piety to the Church of God, whoſe ruines follow upon our diviſions 3 by 


By a. 


your love of Gods truth ; by thegracesof thatone bleſſed Spirit, whereby we p} 


CHI II 


tare ti. 4 
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all informed and quickned , by the precious bloodof that Sonne of God, which 
this day,and this houre, was ſhed for our redemprion, be inclinedto peace and loye : 
and though our braines be different, yer letour hearts be one. Ir was, as I heard, the 
dying ſpeech of our late reverend, worthy and gracious Dioceſan z Modo me moriente 
ojuat ac floreat Eccleſia ;, Oh,get if, when 1 am dead, the Church may live and flouriſh. 

Whar a ſpirit was here ? whata ſpeech? how worthy never to die ? how worth 
ofa ſoule ſo neere to his heayen ?how worthy of ſo happie a ſuccetſion? Yee whom 
'| God hath made inheritours of this bleſſed care, who doe no leffe long for the proſpe- 

rity of Sion, live you to effect what he did bur live to wiſh ; allpeace withour ſelves, 
and warre with none but Rome and Hell. And if there be any wayward Separatiſt, 
whoſe ſoule profeſleth ro hate peace ; I feare totell him Pawls 1xffage, yerT muſt : 
Would to God thoſe were cut off that trouble you. How cur off? As good Theodoſiys | Situ pacem fu- | 
ſaid to Demophilus, 2 contentious Prelate ; $3 t# pare fugis, ec. If thos flie peace, 1 3p fie _ 
will make thee flie the Church. Alas, they doe flie it : that which ſhould be their puniſh- | ade. * 
ment, they make rheir contentment ; how are they worthy of pitie ? As Optatzs of 
his Donariſts; they are Brethren, might be companions,and will nor. Oh wiltull men; | 
whicher doe they ran?fromone Chriſtto another ? Is Chriſt divided? we have him, 
thanks be to our good God, and we heare him daily ; and whither ſhall we goe from 
thee? thou haſt the words of eternal life. 
Thusthe Ceremonies are finiſhed - now heare the end of his ſufferings, with like 
patience and devorion : his death 1s here included ; it wasſo neere, that he ſpake of it 
as done ; and when it was done, all was done. How eaſle is it to loſe our ſelves in his | 
diſcourſe!how hard not to be overwhelmed with matter of wonder;and to {in! either 
beginning or end!his ſufferings found an end,our thoughts cannot. Lo,with this word. 
he 13 happily waded our of thoſe deeps of forrowes, whereof our conceitscan find no 
botrome : yet let us, with Peter, gird our coat, and caſt our felyes alittic into this ſea. 

All hislife wasburt a perperuall Paſhon : In that hee became man, he ſuffered more 

chan we can doe, either while we are men,or when we ceaſe to be men; he humbled, 
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yea,heempried himſelte. Wee, when we ccaſe to be here,are cioathedupon, 2.Cor.y5. TERS 
Wee both winne by ourbeing, and gaine by our lofle ; he loſt, by taking our more or | ;,;,un 


T1 11- 


lefle ro himſelfe, that 1s, manhood. For, though eyer as God, 7a my Father are ove: 
yet as man, My Father 3s greater than T. That man ſhould be rurned into a beaſt, into a 
worme, into duſt, intonothing ; 1s not ſo great adiſparagement, as that God ſhould 
become man : and yet it i5not finiſhed ; it is but begun. But what man? If, as the abſo- 
lure Monarch of the world, he had commanded the vaſialage of all Emperonrs, and 
Princes, and had trod on nothing bur Crownes and Scepters, and thenecks of Kings, 
and bidden all the Potentares of the carth ro attend his traine ; this had carried ſome 
port With it; ſuitable ro the heroicall Majeſty of Gods Sonne. No ſuch matter : here 
1s neither Formenor Beautie ; unleſſe perhaps(wees Sas the forme of a ſervant : you 
have made me to ſerve with your ſinnes, Behold, he 1sa man to Gad ; a ſervant ro 
man ; and, be it ſpoken with holy reverence, a grudge to his ſervants. He is deſpiſed 
and rejected of men ; yea ( as himſelfe, of himſeclte) a worme, and no man, the ſhame ! _ _ 
of men,and contempt of the people. Who js the King of gtory 2 the Lord of Hoaſts, he is | 2 
the K3ng of elorie. Set theſe two rogether ; the King of plorie; the thame of men : the 
more honour, the more abaſement, Looke back ro ts Cradle : there you find him 
rejected of the Bethlemites ; borne and laid, alas, how homely, how unworthily, 
ſought for by Herod, cxiled to Xgypr, obſcurely brought up in the Cotrage of a | 
poore Foſter-Father, tranſported and tempted by Sathan, deridedof his kindred, | 
blaſphemouſly traduced by the Jewes, pinched with hunger, reſtlefſe, harbourleſſe, | 
frrowfull, perſecuted by the Elders and Phariſes, {old by his owne ſervant, appre- | 
hended, arraigned. ſcourged, condemned,andyet it 15 not finiſhed. Letus, with tha | 
Diſciple, follow him afar off; and paffing over all his contempruous uſage in the way 

ſee him brought to his Croſſe. Still che further we looke, the more wonder : every |, , 
thing addes to this ignomigie of ſuffering, and triumph of over-comming, Where h-#t.conong 
veas it? not ina corner, as PowHaith to Feſt#s, but in Jeruſalem, rhe eye, the heart of 

the world. Obſcurity abaterh ſhame : publique notice heighrens it.: Before all Trae? | 
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latronumnimma- 
mſſum1s, 
Luther, 


Caput Angelic 
| TIS treme- 
undum fpinis 
coronat ur Oc. 


| ſhould kill and cat the Sacramenrall Lambe, in faith, in thankfulneſſe, they kill the 


withthe towell, they accounted eaſieſt : the ſword worſe than the towell; the fire 
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and before this Sunpe, ſaith God to Devid, when hee would throughy ſhamehim: I 
Jeruſalem, which he had honoured with his preſence, tanght with hispreachings, 4- 
ſtoniſht with his miracles, bewayled with his teares ;, © leruſalem, leruſalem, hyy oft 
would I, and thou woaldſt not : © yet, if in this thy day. Cruelty and unkindnefle, after 
good deſert, aMict ſo much more, 4s our merit hath beenegreater. Whereabouts? 
withour the gates: in Calvaric, among the ſtinking bones of execrable Malefacars, 
Before, the glory of the place bred ſhame ; now the vileneſſe of it. When ? but inthe 
Paſicoyer;atime of greateſt frequence,and concourſe ofall Jewes and Proſelytes:An 
holy time : when they ſhould receive the figure,they reje& the ſubſtance: when the 


 Lambeof God, our true Paſſeover,in crueltie and contempt. With whom ? The qua- 
litie of our company either increaſes or leſſens ſhame. In the midlt of theeves (ſaith 
one)as the Prince of theeves :there wasno guile ia his mourh,much leffe in his hands: 
yet behold he that thought it no robberie to be equall with Godyts made equall torob- 
bers and murderers;yea ſuperiour in evill. What ſuffered he ? As all lifes are not alike 
pleaſant, fo all deaths are not equally fearefull. There 1s not more aifference betwixt 
ſome life and death, than betwixt one death and another.See the Apoſtles gradation: 
He was made obedient te the death, eventhe death of the Croſſe. The Crofle,a lingring, tor- 
menting, ignominious death. The Jewes had foure kinds of death for malefadtors; 
the towell, the ſword, fire, ſtones ; each of theſe above other in extremitie.Stranglin 


worſe than the (word : {toning worſe than the fire : but this Roman death was worſt 
of all. Curſed is every one that hangeth on a Tree, Yet { as lerome well ) he 1s not there- 
fore accurſed, becauſe he hangeth; but therefore he hangeth, becauſe heis accurſed, Xe 
was made (wieez)a Curſe for ns. The curſe was more than the ſhame : yet the ſhame js 
unſpeakable ; and yet not more than the paine. Yer all that die the fame death, are: 
not equally miſerable : the yery theeves fared better inrheir death than he. I heare of 
no 1rrifion, no inſcription, no taunts, no infultation on them : they had nothing but 
paine to encounter, he paine and ſcorne. An ingennous and noble Nature can worſe 
brooke this than the other ; any thing rather than diſdainfulneffe and derifion:eſpeci- 
ally, froma baſc enenue. Iremember that learned father begins 1ſraels affliction, with 
I{aaels perſecuting laughter. The Jewes,the Souldiers,yea,the very Theeves flouted 
him,andtriumpht over his miſery;hisbloudcannor fatisfie them, without hisreproch, 
Which of his ſenſes now was not a window to let in ſorrow ? hiseies ſaw the teares 
ofhis Mother andfriends,the unthankfull demeanure of Mankind, the cruelldeſpight 
of his enemies : his cares heard the revilings and blaſphemies of the mulcitude; and 
(whether the place werenoyſome tohis ſent)his touch felt the nailes, his rafte the gall. 
Looke up, O all ye beholders, looke upon this precious body, and fee what part yec 
can find free. That head which 1s adored and trembled at by the Angelicall ſpirits, is 
all raked and harrowed with thornes : that face, of whom it is ſaid ; Thox art fairer 
than the children of men, 1s all beſineared withthe filthy ſpittleofthe Jewes, and fur- 
rowed with his teares; thoſe eyes, cleerer than the Sun,aredarkned with the ſhadow 
of death ; thoſe eares that heare the heayenly conſorts of Angels, now are filled with 
the curſed ſpeakings and ſcoffs of wretchedmen : thoſe lips that ſpake as neyer man 
ſpake,that command the ſpirits both of light and darknefle, are ſcornfully wer with 
vineger and gall : thoſe feet that trample on all the powers of hell (his enexries are made 
h1s foot ftoole ) are now nailed to the foorſtoole of the Croſſe : thoſe hands that freely 
{way the ſcepter ofthe heavens, now carry thereed of reproach, andare nailedtothe | 
tree of reproach : that whole body, which was conceived by the Holy-Ghoſt, was all 
ſcourged, wounded, mangled: this is the out-ſide of his ſirfferings. Was his heart 
free? Ohno: the innerpart or ſoule of this paine, which wasunſeene,isas far beyond 


theſe outward and ſenſible, as the ſoule is beyond the body : Gods wrath beyond the 


malice of men: theſe were bur love-tricks to what his ſoule endured, 0 aye that paſſe 


by the way, behld and ſceif there be any ſorrowlike to my ſorrow : Alas, Lord,what can wee 
ſee of thy forrowes?we cannot conceive ſo much asthe hainouſneſſe and deſert of one 


C 


of thoſe ſinnges which thoy bareſt : we can no more ſeethy paine, than we could un- 
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dzrga2it ; onely this we ſee, rhat whatrhe infinite finnes, of almoſt infinite men, 
committed againſt an infinite Majeſty, deſerved in infinite continuance ;all this thou 
in che ſhore time ofchy Paſſion haſt ſiltained. We may behold and ſee; bur all the 
zlorioas ſpirics in Heaven cannot looke into the depth of this ſaffering. Doe bur 


[95k yeralittle into rhe paſſions of this his Paſſion : for, by che manner of his ſuffe- | 


rinz3,w2 ſhall beſt ſee, whar he ſuffered. Wiſe and reſolute men doe not complaine of 
a little ; holy Martyrs have beene racked, and would not be looſed ; whar ſhall we lay 
| if ch2 aurhor ofrhzir ſtrength, God and Man, bewray paſſtons?what would have oyer- 
' whelmed m2n, would not have made him (hrinke ; and what made him complaine, 
| could never have beene ſuſtained by men. What ſhall we then think, if he were af- 
frighted with terrours,perplexed with forrowes, and diſtracted with both theſe : And 
lo, he was ali chelſe : for, firſt, here was an amazed feare; for milhonsof men to deſpaire 


| 


| 
| 
| 


[g | was not {o much as for him to feare:and yet 1t was no A teare : he began(4vapliR) 


to be aſtonilhed with terror, wvich in the dayes of his fleſh, offered np prayers and ſvp- 
plications, Witn ſtrong erics 1nd f*4ares, £0 him that was able to helpe him, and was beardin 
that hefeared. Never was man o afraid of the torments of Hell, as Chriſt (ſtanding 
in our roome) of his Fathers wrarh. Feare is ſtill futable to apprehenſion. Never man 
| {could ſoperfealy apprehend this cauſe of feare;he felrthe chaſtiſements ofourpeace, 
{yea the curſe of our finnes; and therefore might well ſay with David; I ſuffer tho 


| 


rerrors with a troubled mind , yea with Job ; The arrow:s of God «re inme, and the ter- 
|ro-5of God fight againſt me. With feare, there was a dejeCting ſorrow, («Joria) My 
ſoule is on all ſides heavy to the death : his ſtrong cries, hizmany teares, are witneſſes 
of this Paſſton : he had formerly ſhed teares of pittie, and teares of fove, but now of 


anguiſh : he had before ſent forth cries of mercy ; never of complaint rill now : 


c |whenthe Sonne of God weepes and cries, what ſhall we fay or thinke ? yer farther, 


betwixt both theſe and his love what aconflit was there ? It isnor amiſſe diſtingui- 
ſhed, that he was alwayes in Agonc; but now in «ore, ina ſtrugling paſſionof mixed 
eriefe. Behold, this field was not withour ſweat and bloud ; yea, a ſweatofbloud. 
Oh whatmanor Angell can conceive the taking of that heart, that withour all out- 
ward violence, meerely, our of the extremitie of his owne Paſſion, bled (through 
che fleſh andskinne, not ſome faint deaw, bur ſolid drops of blood 2 Nothornes, no 
nailes fetchtblood from him, with ſo much paine as his owne though ts : hee ſaw the 
fgerce wrath of his Father, and therefore feared : he faw the heavy burden of our fins 


:ohe undertaken ; and thereupon, beſides feare, juſtly grieved : he ſaw the neceſſirie | 
of onr eternall damnation, ifhe ſuffered not : if he did ſuffer, ofour redemprion ; and 
ther-{-++: his love incountred both griefe and feare. In it ſelfe, he would not drinke 
of that cup. Inreſpe& of our good, and his decree, he would anddid; and white he 
thus friverh, hee ſwears and bleeds. There was never ſuch a combat, never ſucha 
| bloodſhed. and yet it is not finiſhed ; 1 care not ſay with ſome Schoolemen, that . 
the forrow of his Paſſion, was not ſo great as the ſorrow of his compaſſion : yet that 
was ſurely excecding great. To ſee the ungratious careleſnefſe of mankinde, the 
ſlender fruit of his ſaferings, the ſorrowes of his Mother, Diſciples, friends ; to 
fore-ſee. from the warch-tower of his Crofſe, the future temptations of his chil- 
dren, deſolarions of his Church ; all theſe nuſt needs frike deepe into a render 
heart. Theſe he {till ſees and pitties, but without paſſion ; then he ſuffered in ſeeing 
them. L | 
Can we yet ſay any more? Lo, alltheſe ſufferings are aggravated by his fulneſſe of 
knowledge. and want of comfort : for, he didnot ſhuthiseies, as one faich, when he 
drunke this cup : he ſaw how dreggiſh, and knew how bitter it was. Sodaine evills af- 


; 


{0 long as he fare-ſaw, he ſuffered: the expectation ofevill, is not lefſe than the ſenſe: 
tolooke long for good, 15 a puniſhment ; bur for evill, is a torment. No paſſion 
workes upon an unknowen obje& : as no love, fo no feare 150f what we know not. 
Hence men feare not Hell, becauſe they fore-ſee itnot : if we could ſeethatpitopen 
before we come atir, it would make us trernble at our ſins, and our knees to knocke | 
together, as Balrazars ; and perhaps without faith, to runne madde at the horror of 


Aict, ifnot leſſe. ſhorter. He fore-ſaw,and fore-ſaid,cverie particular he ſhould ſuffer: | 
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judgement. He faw the burden of all particular ſ1nnes to be laid upon him ; Every |, 
dramme ofhis Fathers wrath was meaſuredour to him, ere he toucht this potion; 
this cup was full, and he knew that 1t niuſt be wring'd, not adrop left : it muſt he 6. 
niſbed. Oh yer, ifas he fore-ſaw all his ſorrowes,ſo he could have ſeene ſome mixture 
of refreſhing. But Ifound none to comfort 1:e,10,q0nt $0 pity me.And yet itisa Poorecom- 
| fortthar ariſes frompity. Even ſo, O Lord, thou treadeft this wine-prefle alone; | 
none to accompany,noneto afli{t thee. I Remember Ruffinus1n his Ecclelialticall ſto- 
rie reports, thatone Theodorus a Martyr, told him, that when he was hanging ten 
houres upon the racke for religion under Ilians perſecution, h 15jOynts diſtended and 
diſtorted, his body exquiſitely rortured with change of execurioners; ſoas neyer age 
(ith he)could remember thelike :he felt no paine atall,buc continued indeed all the 
while in the fight of all men ſinging and ſmiling:for there ſtood a comely young man 
by him on his jibbet{(an Angell rather,in forme of a man)which with a cleane towel, 
{till wip's off his fivear, and powred coole water upon his racked I1mbs;wherewith he 
was ſo refreſhed, that it grieved him to be let downe. ven the greateſt tormentsare 
ealie, when they have anſwerable comforts : buta wounded and comfortleſle fpirir, 
whocan beare? If yet butthe ſame meſſenger of God might have attended his Croſſe, 
that appeared in hisagony ; and might have given eaſe to their Lord,as he did to his 
ſervant. And yet, what can the Angels helpe,where God will ſmite ? Againſt theyio-| | 
lence of men, againſt the furie of Satan, they have prevailed in the cauſe of God, for | 
' men : they dare nor, they cannot comfort, where God will afflift. When our Saviour 
had beene wreſtling with Satan inthe End of his Lent, then they appearedto him,and 
ſerved ; but now, while about the ſame time; he is wreſtling with the wrath of his Fa- 
ther for us, not an Angell dare be ſeene to looke out of the windowes of heavento re- 
leeve him. For men,muchleſfſe could they, if they would; but what did they? Miſera- 
ble comfortersare ye all : the Souldiers, they itript him, corned him with hispurple 
crowne,recd,ſpat on him,ſmote him ; the paſſengers, they reviled him ; and in{ulring, 
wagging their heads and handsat him, Hey rhou that deſtroyedſi the Temple, come downe 
&c. The Elders and Scribes ; alas, they have bought his blood, ſuborned witneſſes, 
incenſed Pilate.preferred Barrabgs,underrooke the guilt of his death, criedout, Cru- 
cifie, Crucifie, Ho thou that ſaveaſt others, His Diſciples : alas, they forſooke him, one of 
them for{weares him, another runs away naked, rather than he will ſtay and confeſſe 
him. His motherand other friends, they looke on indeed,and ſorrow with him ; but 
to hi; diſcomfort. Wherethe gricte is extreme, and reſpects neerc, partnerſhip doth 
but increaſe ſorrow. Paul chides this love ; what doe you weeping && breaking my hear ? 
The teares of thoſe we love,doe either ſlacken our hearts,or wound them. Who then 
ſhall comfort him ? himſelfe ? Sometimes our owne thoughts find a way to ficcour(O 
us, unknowne toothers ; no,not himſelfe. Doubtlefle(as Aquinas)the influence of the 
higherpart of the ſoule, was reſtrained from the aid of the inferiour : 4p ſoules filed 
with evils, Pſilm.87.4, Whothen? his Father? here, here was his hope : if che Lord 
h1d not holpen me, my ſoule had almoſt dwelt in ſilence : T and my Father are one. But now 
(alas) hee, even he, delivers him into the hands of hisenemies ; when he hath done, 
turnes his backe upon him as a ſtranger ; yea, he wounderh himas an enemie. The 
| Lord world breake him, Eſay 53. 10. yet any thing is light to the foule whiles 
the comforts of God ſuyſtaine it : who can diſmay, where God will releeve ? 

But here, My God, my God, wy hi(t thou forſiken me g What a word was here, tocome 
tromthe mouth of the Sonne of God ? My diſciplesare men, weake and fearefull; 
no marvellif they forſake me. The Jewes are themſelyes, crnell and obſtinate. Men 
| are men, graceleſſe andunthankfull. Devilsare, according totheir nature, ſpightfull 
| and malicious. All theſe doe bur their kinde, and let them doe it : but thou, O Fa- 
; ther, thou that haſt ſaid, Tbs ts my welbeloved Sonne, in whom 1 am well pleaſed: thou of 
( whomT have faid, I: i my Father that glorifies me; what ? forſaken me 2 Not onely 
{brought me tothis ſhame, ſmitren me,unregarded me ; bur, asit were, forgotten, yea, 
| forſaken me ? What, evenme, my Father ? How many of thy conſtant ſervants have 
{ ſuffered heavy things : yet in the multitudes of the ſorrowes of their hearts, thy pre- 

ſence and comforts have refreſhed their ſoules. Haſt thou releeyed them, and (wn 
| thou 
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A 'thou forſake me? me, thine onely,deare, naturall, erernall Sonne? O ye heavens and 
carth, how could you ſtand, whiles the Maker of you thus com-lained? Ye ſtood:bur | 
partaking after a fort of his Paſſion : the carth trembled and ſhooke, her rocks tore, 
her graves opened, the heayens withdrew their ligittz.as not daring to behold this fad 
and fearefull ſpectacle. | 
Oh deare Chriſtians, how ſhould theſe earthen and rockie hearts of ours ſhake,and 
rendin peecesatthis Meditation? how ſhould our faces be covered with darkneſſe,and 
our joy be turned into heavinefſe? All theſe yoyces,& teares,and ſweats, & pangs,are 
for us ; yea from us, Shall the Sonne of God thns ſinart for our ſinnes, yea withour | 
fins, and ſhall not we grieve for our owne ? ſhall he weepe tous in this Market-place, 
and ſball not we mourne? Nay,ſhall he ſweat and bleed for us,and ſhall not we weepe 
for our ſelves ? Shall he thus lamentably ſhrieke out,under his Fathers wrath, and ſhall 
not we tremble? Shall the heayensand earth ſuffer with him, andwe ſufſernothing? | 
I call you not toa weake and idle pitic ofour glorious Sayiour : to what purpoſe ? His 
injury wasour glory. No, no;Te dayghters of Ternſalem, weepe nor for me, but weepe for 
our [elves : for our ſinnes, that have done this; not for his ſorrow that ſuffered ir:not 
for his pangs,that were ; but for our owne, that ſhould have beene, and(ifwerepent | 
not)ſhall be. Oh how grievous, how deadly are our (ins, that coſt the Sonne of God 
(beſides blood) ſo much torment? how far are our ſoules gone, that could not be ran- | 
ſomed with an eafier price ? that, that took ſo muchof this infinite Redeemer of men, | 
God and man,how can itchuſe bur ſwallow up, and confound thy ſoule, which is but 
finiteand finfull? If thy ſoule had been? in his ſonles ſtead, whathad become of it? Ft \ 
ſhall be, if his were not in ſtead ofthine. This weight that lies thus heavy on the Son 
of God, and wrung fromhim theſe teares, ſiyeat, blood, and theſe unconceiveable | 
groanes of his afflicted ſpirit, how ſhould it chuſe but preſſe downe thy ſoule tothe bot- | 
rome of hell 2and ſo it will doe : if he have not ſuffered it for thee,thou muſt and ſhalt 
ſafer itfor thy ſelfe.Goe now thou lewd man, and make thy ſclfe merry with thy ſins; 
laugh at the uncleanneſſes,or bloodinefle of thy youth : thou little knoweſt the price 
ofa fin;thy ſoule ſhall doe, thy Saviour did, when he cried out, to the amazement of | 
Angels, and horror of men ; 1y God, my God, why haſt tbox forſaken me ?£ But now no 
more ofthis ; Tr « finiſhed :; the greater confli,the more happy victory. Well doth he 
find and feele of his Father, what his type ſaid before, He will nos chide alwaies,nor keepe | 
be anger for ever. It is fearefull ; bur inhim, ſhort : eterhall co ſinners; ſhort to his 
Son, in whom the God-head dwelt bodily. Behold ; this ſtorme, wherewith all the 
powers of the world were ſhaken, 15 now over. The Elders, Phariſes, Judas,the Soul- 
diers,Prieſts, witneſſes, Judges, theeves,cxecutioners,devils,havealltyredthemſelyes 
in vaine,with their owne malice; & hetttumphs over them all, upon the throne of his 
Croſſe : his enemies are vanquiſht, his Father ſatisfied, hisſoule with this wordat reſt | 
and glory:7: i finiſhed. Now there 15no morebetraying,agonies,arraignements, ſcour- 
gings, ſtoffing,crucifying, conflicts, terrors;all 1s finiſhed. Alas, beloved, and will we 
not let the Sonne of God be at reſt ?doe we now againe goe about to fetch him out of 
his glory, to ſcorne and crucifie him? I feate to fay it : Gods ſpirit dare anddoth ;7hey | 
crucifie againe to themſelves the Sowne of Go 1,and make a mocke of him, To themſelves not | 
in himſelfe:that they cannot, it1s nothankro them;they would doe it. See and confi- | 
der:the notoriowſly-ſfinfull converſations of thoſe, that ſhonld be Chriſtians;offer vio- 
lencenntoour glorified Saviour,they ſtretch theirhand to heaven, and pullhim downe | 
from his throne, to his Croſſe: they teare him with thornes, pierce him with nailes,load 
him with reproches. Thou hateſt the Jewes,ſpitteſt at the name of Tudas,raileſt on Pi-| 
late, condemneſt the cruell butchers of Chriſt ; yer,thou canſt blaſphemie, and ſweare 
him quite over,curſe,fivagger, lye,oppreſſe,boyle with luſt, feoffe,ryot,and liveſt like| 
adebauched man ; yea like an humane Beaſt; yealike an undleane Devill.Cry Hoſanna 
as long as thou wilt ; thou art a Pilate alew,a Indgs,an Executioner of the Lord of life; 
and ſo much greater ſhall thy judgement be. by how much thy lightand his glory is 
more. Oh, beloyed, is it not enough that he died once for us? Were thoſe paines ſo] | 
light,that we ſhould every day redouble thetm?Isthis the entertainement that.lograci-j 
ous a Sayiour hath deſervedofusby dying?Is this the recompence of that infinice _ 
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of his, that t..0u ſhouldeſt chus cruelly vex and wound him with thy {inncs? Eyery of 
Our {innes 15arhorne, and nayle, and ſpeare to him : while thou powrelſt downe thy 


a 
n 
\ drunken carowlſes, thou oivelt thy Saviour a potion of gall ; while thou deſpiſeſt his | 
' poore ſervants,thou ſpirreſt on hisface : while thou purteſt on thy proud dreſſes, ang | 
| lifteſt up thy vaine heart with high conceits, thou ſerteſt a Crowne of thornes on his 
j head : while thou wringelt and oppreſieſt his Poore children,thou whippeſt him,and. 
draweſt blood of his hands andfeer. Tt 0 hypocrite z how dareſt thou offer toreceiye 
the Sacrament of God, with that hand, which is thus imbrued with the blood of him 
whom thou receiveſt ? In every Ordinary thy profane tongue walks, 1n the difprace 
of the religious and conſcionable. Thou makeſt no ſcruple of thine owne ſins, ang 
 {cGrneftt thoſe that doe: Not tobe wicked, is crime enough.Heare him that faiths 4, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me ? Saul ſtrikes at Damaſcus ; Chriſt ſuffers 1n heayen. Thoy 
 ſtrikeſt ; Chriſt Jeſus {marceth,and will revenge. Theſe are the (Venue ] afterings of 
| Chriſts ſufferings : In himlelfe itis fiziſhed , in his members 1t15 not, till the world he 
fniſh:d, We mult toyle,and groane,andblced, that we may reigne :1t he had not done 
ſo,1t hid not beene finiſhed.T his is our warfare;this is the religion of our forrow & death, 
Now ar? we ſet upon the ſandie pavement of our Theatre, andare matched with all 
ſorts of evils; evill men, evillſpirirs, evillaccidents ; and (which 1s worlt) our owne 
eyill hearts ; temptations, croſſes, perſecutions, ſickneſſes, wants, infamies, death, all 
theſe muſt inour courſes, be encountred by the Law of our profeflion. What ſhould 
we doe bur ſtrive and ſuffer, as our Generall hath done,that we may reigne as he doth, 
and once triumph in our Conſummatum eſt? God and his Angells fit upon the ſcaffolds 
of heaven, and behold us:our Crowne is ready: our day of deliverance ſhall come; yea 
our redemption is neere, when all teares ſhall be wip't from our eies ; and wethat 
have ſowne in teares ſhall reape in joy. In the meane time, letus poſlefſe our ſoules 
not in patience only,but in comfort:let us adore and magnifie our Saviour in his ſuffe. 
rmgs, and imirate him in our owne : our forrowes ſhall have an end, our joyes ſhall 
not:our paines ſhall ſoone be finiſhed ; our glory ſhall be finiſhed, but never ended, 
Thus his ſufferings are finiſhed ; now together with them, -zans ſalvation, Who 
kriowes not, that man had made himſelfe adeepe debtor, a bankrupt, an out-lawto 
God? Our fins are our debts; and by ſins,death. Now.in this word and ac, our fins 
are diſcharged, death endured,and therefore we cleared : the deþt is paid, the ſcoreis 
{ crofſed,the Creditor ſatisfied, the Debtors acquitted,Selince there was noother quar- 
rell,faved : we areall ſicke, and that mortally : ſinne is the diſeafe of the ſoule : Qu 
vit1.1, tot febres, ſaith Chryſoſtome, ſo many ſinnes, fo many fevers, and thoſe peſtilent. 
What wonders it, that we have ſo much plague, while we have ſo much fin ? Our 
' Say1our 1s the Ppyſitian :The whole need not the P hyſitian,but the ſicke : wherein ? He hea- 
| {erh all our infirmities: he healeth themafter a miraculous manner ; not by giving usre- 
ceits, but by taking our receits for us. A wonderfull Phyſitian;za wonderfull courſe of 
cure : One while he would cure us by abſtinence ; our ſuperfluity, by his forty dayes 
.emprineſſe, according to that old rule ; Hunger cures the diſeaſes of gluttony : Ano- 
ther while, by exerciſe : He went wp and downe from City to City, and inthe day was pred- 
| ing in the Temple , inthe night praying inthe Mount. Then. by dyet ; Take, eat, thi « 
mybody,+ and, Let this cup paſſe. After that yet, by ſweat, ſuch aſweat as never was, 
bIo0dL.O0s : Yet more, fe incifion ; they pierced his hands, feer,fide : and yet againe 
{by potion; abitter potion, of vineger andgall.And laſtly,which isboth the ſtrangeſt 
and ſtrongeſt receit of all, by dying : which dycd for #s, that whether we wake or ſleepe,ne | 
| ſhyuld live together with him. We need no more,we can goeno further; therecan beno 
rnore phyſicke of this kind : there are cordials after theſe, of his Refurre&tion and 
Alaſion ; ho more penall receits. By this blood we haveredemprion, Epheſ.1.7. Ju- 
{ff cation, v6 3.24. Reconciliatian, Coleſ. 1.20. Sanftification, 1 Pet.1.2. Entrance 
into glory, Heb.ro. 19.15 it notnow finiſhed ?Woe were us ifhe had left but one mite 
of farisfationupon-our {core,tobe diſcharged by our foules: and woe be to them that 
derogare from Chriſt, that they may charge themſelves; that botch up.theſe all-ſuff- 
ciently meritorious ſufferings of Chriſt,as imperfe&, with the ſuper-fluiries of fleſh & 
Blood. Aladdin hows glow pn I ombne. We ry mor with patience fe Cf 
| Ft: 0 dE ET AT Et SO get OTE net ond, 
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7 he Paſſion Sermon. 


wrong d by hisfalſe friends, As that heroicall Luther faidin the like ; Curſed bethgr I 
lewcc that hereſorbeareth. To be ſhort, here be two injuries intolerable;both give Chriſt 
che lie upon his Croſſe: 7t is fisthe4. No: ſomewhat remains : the fault is diſcharged. 
not the punilthment.Ofpuniſhmencs,the eternall is quir,not che cerhporall. 72 5s finthe./ 
byChri? : No, there wants yet much); the ſatisfaction of Saints applied by this Vicar: 
adde mens ſutferings unto Chriſts ; then the treaſure is full ; cill chen; 7t « not finiſhed. 
Two qualities ſtrive for the firtt place in theſe ewo opinions; impiety and abſurdi- 
tie : I know not whether to preferre. For impietie ; here is God taxed bf #»juſtice, 
unmercifuln:ſſe, inſufficiencie, falſhood. Of 3nju,tice, that hee torgives linne, and yer 
puniſhesfor that which he hath forgiven : »nmercifulnefſe, that he forgives not while 
he forgives, but doth it by halves : »ſ»ſjiciez:4e, chat his ranſome mnit be tapplicd 


| 


by men: fa{þood, in that he ſaith, It is finzhed, when itis not. For abſurdicie ; how 
grofſe and monltrous are theſe pokitions ? that atonce the ſame ſinne thould be re- | 
mitted and retained; that there fhould be a puniſhmenc, where there is no faulr;rhat | 
what could ſtrike off our eternall puniſhment, didnor wipe off the temporall ; that 
hee which paid our pounds, ſticks at our farthings ; that God will retaine what man 
may diſcharge ; that it 1s, and it 15not finiſhed. 

If there beany opinions, whoſe mention confutes them, theſe are they.Nonecan be 
more vaine,none had more necd of (olidiry:for this prop beares up, alone, the weight 
of all thoſe millions of indulgences, which Rowe createsand els to the world. That 
Strumpet would well-neere goe naked, 1fthis werenot. Thele ſpirituall Treaſires 


| there will not be exongh for us and you, goe tother 1hat ſell, and Ly ſor your ſel ces. For us, we 


fetcht in the temporall:whichyet our reverend & learned Fxk.jultly cals,1mott blaſe 
phemous& beggerly principle:Itbrings in whole cheſts, yea mines of gold, like the 
Popes Indies; & hath not ſo much as a ragge of proote to cover it, whether of Anti- 


quiry,ofReaſon,of Scripture. Nat of Antiquity:fortheſe Jubily proclamations began 
but about three hundred yeares agoe. Not of Reaſon:how ſhould one meere man pa 


W7. 


MalediBum fi 


lentinm quod hi 


conver. 


Negottatores 


Y [terre (wnt ipfi 


Sacerdotes qui 


for another, diſpenſe with another, to another, by another ? Not of Scripture, which 
hath flatly ſaid, The blood of Teſws Chriſt his Sonne, pargeth us from all ſane + and yet [ te- 
member that acute Sadeel hathtaught me char this praftice 15 according ro Scripture; 
what Scripture ? He caſt the money-changers ont of the Temp, and ſaid ;, Tee have made my 
houſe 8 derne of theeves. Which alſo Toachirr, their Prophericalt Abbor, well applies to 
this purpoſe.Some modeſt Doftors ofLovan wou'd faine have minced this Antichri- 
ſtian blaſphemie ; whobegan to reach, that the paſhions of the Saintsare not ſo by In- 
dulgences applied, thatrhey become true ſarisfactions ; bur thatthey onely ſerve to 
move God,by the fight of them toapply unto us Chriſts ſacisfattion.But theſe meales 
wouth'd Divines were ſoone charm'd;foure ſeyerall Popesas their Cardinall confel- 
ſeth)fel upon the neck of them S$their opinion:Leothetenth, P4vs the fift, Gregory the 
thirteenth;and Clemers the (ixt : and with their furious Buls bellow out threats againſt 
them,and toſle themin the aire for Herericks,6& teachthem upon paine of a curſe, to 
(peak home with Bellarmine, Paſſionibus ſandForum expiarideliaat ra'ght, Appiicari no- 
lis ſantforum paſtiones ad redimendas penas, jmas pro peceatis Deo del cpm: That by the ſuf- 
ferings of Saints,our ſins are expiared; and thar, by them applicd, we are redeemed 
from thoſe puniſhments, which we yet owe toCod, Blaſphemy, worthy the tearingof 


| 


Apoltles, yea, that glorious Angell, ſay,Vide ze feceric, % wich thoſe wiſe Virgins ; ſt 


. . _ , 0 . . | | 
envy not their multitude : letthem have as many Saviours as Saints; and as many 
Saints as men ; wee know with 4broſe,” Chrifli paſsio adjutore non tgutt ; Chriſte paſſion 


garments: How is it finiſhed by Chriſt, ifmen muſt ſupply ? Oh bleffed Saviour. was | 
every drop of thy blood enough toredeem aworld, and doe we yer necdthe helpry | 
men?Howartthou a perfe& Saviour,if our brethren alſo muſt be ourredeeme1s2Oh | 
ye bleſſed Sajnts,how would you abhorre this ſacrilegious glory ?8& with thoſe holy 


vendnant orat j- 
ones & miſſas 


cientes a8mum 
oratioms, Apo- 
thecham Depot ;- 


| af 10ms.1n Revel, 


lOPFe 


Bellir.{ib.c..de 
Izdulgem. 


needs 29 helper : and therefore, with thatworthy Martyr, dare ſay, None but Chriſt, none 
but Chriſt. Let our ſoulesdic;ifhe'cannot faverhem; let them not feare their death or | 
torment.if he have finiſhed. Heare this thou languiſhing and aBided ſoule ; Thire is 


crolſed . not one farthitg of all thine infinite ranſome i5 unpaid. Alas, thy ſins(thou 


not one of thy ſinsbur it is paid for;nor one of thv-debrs in the {Croll of God, bur it 1s | 
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< be 'P aſsion Sermon, 


mourningall the day long,& with that pattern of diſtrefle,cryeſt out in the bie rneſſe 


pent,look up with the eies of faith to this brazen Serpent,Chriſt Jeſts, and be heateg 
Behvuld, his head is humbly bowed downe in a gracious reſpect to thee; bis armies arc 


ſtretched our lovingly to embrace thee; yea,his precious fide isopento receive thee, 


——_— 


is no more accuſation, .judgement, death, hell for thee : alltheſe are no more to thee 
than if they were not. Who ſhall comdemne £ Tt is Chrift which is dead. Tknowhow ready 
every manis to reach forth his hand,tothis dole oftgrace, and how an ory tObt beaten 
from this doore ofmercy. Weare all eafily perſwadedto hope well, becauſe we loye 
our ſelyes well : Which ofall us inthis great congregation, takes exceptions to him- 
ſelfe,and thinks, I know there 15 no want in my Saviour ; there 15 wantin me. Hehath 
finiſhed, but I belcevenot, I repent not. Every preſumpruous hard heart fo catches 
at Chriſt, as if he had finiſht for all, asif he had broken downe the gates of hell 
and looſed the bands of death, and had made forgivenefſe as common as life:Proſperiras 
ſtultorum perdit eos, faith wiſe Salomen; Eaſeflayeththe fooliſh, and the proſperityof fooles de- 
Frojeth them; yea, theconfidence of proſperity. Thouſayeſt, Gedis mercifull, thy $2- 
viour bounteous, hispaſſion abſolute : all theſe, and yet thou mateſt be condemned, 


toall. Whatſoever God is,whatart thou? Here is the doubt : 'Thou ſayeſt well ;chrjj 
is the good Sheph:ard. Wherein ? Hegives hislife : but for whom 2? for his ſheepe. Whatis 
this rothce ? While thouart ſecure, prophane,impenirent, thou art a Wolte or a Coat: 
My ſheepe heare my ©ojce : what is his voice, but his precepts?Where is thine obedience to 
his commandements ? If thou wile not heare his Law, never hearken to his Goſpell. 


— ww a 4  awY 


= 


ee tins ated 


ad mA __— 


in whom he hath began : if thowhave no beginnings of graceas yet, hope not for e- 


| yer finiſhing of ſalvation : Coe to re allyee that are heavy Jader, faith Chriſt :' thou ſhalt 


get nothing,if thou. come whenhe calls thee nor. Thou art not called, and canſt not be 


þ oP 


refreſhed, unlefle thou-be laden, not with lin(this along keepes thee awayfrom God) 


| bur with conſcience of ſin : 4 broken and aroniritehrart,0 God, thon wilt not deſpiſe. Is thy 


heart wounded with thy ſin ? doth griefe and hatred ſtrive within thee, whether ſhall 


ne it Davidjtaske : Praiſe the LordO 


| 


glorified Saints; Praiſe.g 
art tothe: Lamb for evermore. 
$7 ..\) 


EL OP LOS *Y #2» C_ , m wo 4 - Ow 
- - 


ſayeſt)are ever before thee, and Godsindignation goes ſtillover thee, and thoy woe | 


i 
1 


of thy ſoule, 7haze ſinned, what ſhall 1doe to thee, O thou preſeraer ofmen? What ſhou'di; 
| thou doe?Turne & beleeye. Now thou art ſtung in thy conſcience with tizis f ry Ser. 


{ 
i 
{ 
| 


| 


& his tongne interprets all theſe tothee for thine endleſlc comtort:1t 3s firihed. There 


| Mercifull,not unjuſt; bounrifull, not laviſh ; abſolutely ſutficient for all,not effeftuall | 


Here isno more mercy forthee;rhan ifthere were no Saviour. He hath finiſhed, fortholſe | 
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flze and fall backrard. Now ealte a breath diſperſt his enemics ? whom |! 


'T bePaſion Sermon. 


— —— 


Thus our ſpeech of Chriſts Za? word 5s finiſhed. His laſt a& accompanied his words : 
our ſpeech muſt follow it. Ler ir not want your devout and careful attention: He tow- | 
ed, and gave up the gfe | oY 
The Croſſe was a{tow death,and had morepaine than ſpeed :whence a ſecond vio. | 
lence muſt diſpatch the crucified: their bones muſt be broken, that their hearts might | 
break. Our Saviour ſtayes nor deaths leifure, bur willingly and couragiouſly meets 
him in che way ; and ke a Champion thar ſcornes ro be overcome, yea, knowes he | 
cannot be, yeeldeth in the middeſt of his ſtrength. that he might by dying, vanquith 
death. He bowed and yave np © Not bowing, becauſe he had given up, but becauſe he 
would. Hee cried with s loud voice, faith Matthew. Nature was ſtrong, hee might have | 
lived; but he gave np the ghoſt : and would die,to ſhew himſelfe Lordof life ard death. : 
Oh wonderous example ! he that gave life to his enemies, gave up his owne : he gives 
them ro live, that perſecure and hate him ; and himfelfe will dic the whiles for thoſe 
that hate him. Hee bowed and gave wp : not they ; they might crowne his head, th ey | 
could not bow it ; they might vex his ſpirit, not rake it away : they could not dee thar | 
without leave ; this they could not doe, becauſe they had no leave. He alone wontd. 
bow his head, and give up hisghoſt : 7 have power to hay done my life. Man gave him 
not his life ; man could not bereaye 1t, No man takes it from we. Alas, who could ? 
The High-Prieſts forces, when they came againſt him armed, he ſaid bur. I az / 


RS —  — —  — 


ethey 
ee might as 
eaſily have bidden the earth, yea,hell ro ſwallow,or fire from heaven to devour. Wi:o 


commanded che Devils and they obeyed,could not have beene artached by men : he 
muſt give not only leave, but power to apprehend himſelfe, elſe they had not lived ro 
take him : he 1slaid hold of ; Peter fights : Put wp, faith Chriſt ; Thizkeſt thor that 1 
cannot pray to my Father, and hee will give mee more than twelve Legions of Angels £ What 
an Armie werehere 2? more thanthreeſcore and twelye thouſand Angels, and every 


| bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt. O gracious and bountifull Saviour : hee mighr 


Angell able to ſubdue a world of men : he could, but would not be reſcued ; he is led 
by his owne power, not by his enennes;and ſtands now before P;/ate,like the ſcorne of 
men ; crowned, robbed, ſcourged, withan Ecce howo ; Tet thowcouldſt have no power 
againſt me, a__ it were given thee from above, | = 

Behold, he himſelfe muſt give Pilate power againſt himſelfe, elſe he could not be | Wrdenitimur. 


condemned: he wiltbe condemned, lifred up,nailed ; yer nodeath without himſelfe. | 5, _—_— wal 


Hee ſhall give his ſoul an offering for ſinne, E ay 53. 16. No ation, that favours of con- | *ceſſerivm. 
ſtraint,can be meritorious: he would deſerves, therefore he would ſuffer and dye. He |" 


have kept his ſoule within his tecth, in ſpight of all the world ; the weaknefſe of God 
is ſtronger than men : and if he had but ſpoken the word the heavens and earth ſhould: 
have vaniſhr away before him : but he would not. Behold, when he ſaw, that impo-| 
tent man could not rake away his foule, he gave irup, and would die, that we might 
live. See here a Saviour,that can congemne his owne life for ours ;and caresnor tobe 
diffolved in himſelfe,that we might be united to his Father. Ski» for kia, faith the De- 
vill, 6:4 al! that he hath @ man will give for his lift. Loe here,to prove Saran a lyer,Skinne 
and life and all hath Chriſt Jeſus given for us. Weeare beſotred with the earth, and 
make baſe: ſhifts tolive ; one with a maimed body, another with a perjured ſoule, a 
third with a rotten name : and how many had rather negle& their ſoule than their 
life, and will rather renounce and curſe Gad, thandie? Ir isa ſhame to tell z Man 

of us Chriſtians dote upon life, and.tremble at death ; and ſhew our ſelves fooles in 
our exceſſe of love, cowards in our feare. Petey denies Chriſt thrice, and forſweares 
him ; Marceizes twice caſts graines of incenſe into the Idols fire ; Ecebo/z#s turnes 


| thrice ; Spire revolts and deſpaires : Oh ler me live, faith the fearfull ſoule. Whether 


| thee, thou wiltnorbe forced todie for him : he gave up the ghoſt for thee : thouwilt 
{ When looke backe to the firſt Chriſtians, and:compare their zealous contempr of 


doeſt thou reſerve thy (elfe, thou weake and timorous creature ? or what wouldeſt 
thou doe with thy ſelfe > Thou haſt not thus learned Chriſt : he died voluntari ly for 


notlet others cake it from thee for him, thou wilt. not ſec him take it for himſelfe. 


| 


death with oar backwardneſſe; Iam ar once amazed and aſhamed * I ſee there even 
| Lo Mm 2 Women 
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| forbid, one of the natures thereof. nay have a ſeparation-in'.it-ſelfe : the ſoule 
! from the body : one nature cannot be ſeparate from other, or eicher nature trom the 
| perſon. If you cannor conceive, wonder : the Son of God hath wedded unta himfelte : 
! our humaniry, withour all poſſibility of divorce ; the body hangson the-Crofle, the. 
' foule is yeelded, the God-head is eviternally united tothem both. ; acknowledges, 
fuſtaines them both. Theſoule in hisagony feeles not the preſence of the God-head; 
the body upon the Crafſe feeles notthe preſence: of the ſoule.. Yetas the:Fathers of 
Cnalcedon ſay truly, (Gayires, dxweims) 1ndivitibly; inſeparablyiiis the God-head with 
both of theſe, ſtill and ever, one and the ſame perſon. The Paſſion of Chriſt (as Au- 
| 6{{1re) was the ſleep of his Divinity: ſo I may ſay, Thedeath of Chriſt was the ſleep 
of his humanity. 7f he /kepe, he ſhall ave well, ſaid that Diſciple of Lazarus, Death was 
ro0 weake todiſſolve the eternall bonds of this heavenly conjun&ion. Let not us 
Chriſtians goe too much by ſenſe; we may be firmely knit toGod and not feeleit : 
@ rs thou canſt not hope to bee ſo neere thy God, as Chriſt was, united perſonally : | 
| fe drjeccr's, bu. HOU Canſtnot feare,that God ſhould ſeeme more abſent from:thee,than un did from | 
| y3/tor non | N1S OWNE SON : yet was he ſtill one with both body and ſoule,” when they were divi-| 
| Co, H999 | ded fromthemfelves ; when he was abſent to ſenſe, he waspreſenc tofaith: when ab- 
(cnt in viſion, yet in union one andthe ſame: ſo willhe be tothy ſoule, when he isat 
worſt. He is thine, and thouart his :-if thy hold ſeeme looſened, his is not. When 
remprations will not let thee ſee him, he ſees thee md polltfſcsthee 5; onely beleeve 
thou agamſt ſenſe, above hope;and thougtthe kill thee, yerrraſt inhim.Whither gave. 
| he it up? Himſelfe expreſles 3\Farberinzo'thy hands ; And,' This day fhals thou be with 
me in Par:diſe, It isjuſtice.to reſtore; whence wee receive 3: Into th haxds. 'He knew 
| where it ſhould bee both ſafe and happy : True; hee mightbee boli (thou ſayeſt) 
| .:. it 7; : 4s 
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the Lord 2 O the fearefull and miſerable eftate of that man, that muſt part with his 


The Paſfion Sermon. 


& the Sonne with the Father. The ſervants have done {© ; David before him, Sreven' 
after him. And leſt we ſhould nor thinke it our common right ; Father, (faith he) 7 ; 


will that thoſe thou haſt given me, maybe with me, even where I'gm © he wills it, therefore. 


it muſt be. It 1s not preſumption, bur faith, rocharge God with thy ſpiric ; neither 
can there everbeany beleeving foule ſo meane,that he ſhould refuſe it; all the feare is 
in thy ſelte;how canſt thoutruſt thy jewell with aſtranget?What ſadden familiarity 


now in all the haſte thou bequeatheſt thy ſoule to him. On what acquaintance? How 
deſperate js this careleſneſle 2 If rhon have but alittle money, whether thou keep ir, 
thou layeſt itup inthe Templeoftruſt ; or whether thou ler jt, thou art ſure of good 
aſſurance,ſound bonds. It but a little land, how carefully doeſt thon make firme con- 
veyances to thy deſired heires ? If goods, thy Will hath raken ſecure order, who ſhall 
enjoy them : We need not teach you Citizens to make ſure worke for your eſtates. 
If children, thou difpoſeſt of them in trades, with portions : onely of thy foulc 
(which isthy ſelfe) thou knowelt nor what ſhall become. The world muſt have ic no 
more ; thy ſelfe wouldit keep it, but thou knoweſt thou canſt not : Satan would have 
it, and thou knoweſt not whether he ſhall : thou wouldſt have God have it, and chou 
knoweſt not whether he will : ya, thy heartis now ready with Pharaoh to fay, ro 4s 


ſoule, he knowesnot whither : whichif thou wouldeſt avoid, (as this very warning 
ſhall judge thee if thou doe not) be acquainted with God in thy life, that thou maiſt 


isthis? God hath beene with thee, andgone by thee ; thou haſt nor falured him: and | 


401 


make him the Guardian of thy ſoule in thy death. Givenup it muſt needs be, butto 
him that hath governcd it : if thou haye given ir to Satan ja thy life, how canſt thou 


hope God will in thy dzath entertaine it ? Didyou not hate me, and expell me our of my 
Fathers houſe £ how then come ye ro menow inthu time of your rribuiation, ſaid Teptha tothe 
men of Gilead. No,no, either giveup thy ſoule-to God while he cals for itin his word, 
inthe proyocations of his love, in his afflitions, in the holy motions of hisfpiritto 
thine : or els when thou wouldlt giye it, he willnone of it, but as a Judge to deliver it 
tothe Tormentor. - EY. CT _ 

What ſhould God doe with anuncleane,drunken,prophane,proud,coyetous foule? 


Without holineſſe, it is no ſeeing of God. Nepart from mezye wicked, know ye nos : Goe | 


to the gods you have ſerved. See how God is eyen with men : they had, inthe time 
of the Goſpell, faid rothe holy one of Iſrael, Depart from us : 


judgement, he faith to them, Depart from me: They would not know God when they 


might : now God will not know them when they would. F 
Now therefore (beloved) if thouwould'{t nothave God ſcorne the offer of thy | 


death-bed,fit thy ſoule for him 1n thy health; furniſh ir with grace ; inure it toa ſweet 


converſation with the God of heaven : chen niayeſt thou boldly give irup, and he | 


(hallas graciouſly receiver, yea fetch irtby his Angelsto hisglory. 
He gave up the ghoſt. We muſt doe ashe did : notall with the ſame ſicceſſe. Giving 


now 1n the time of || 


4p, ſuppoſes a receiving, areturning. This inmatethat we have in our boſorme,is ſent 
tolodge here for a time, may not dwell here alwayes. The right of this tenure 1s the 
Lords,not ours: As he faid of the hatchet ; Tr « but lext,it muſt be reſtored : It is ours 
to keepe, his to diſpoſe and require. Seeand conſider both our privilege and charge. 
Itis not with us as with bruit creatures : we hayea living ghoſt to informe us, which 
yet 1s not ours, (and.alas, what is ours, if our ſoules be not ? ) bur muſt be giyen upto. 
him that gaveit. | 

Why doe we live asthoſe that trookeno keepe of ſo glorions a gneſt ? as thoſe that 


ſhould never partwith it, as thoſe that thinke itgiven them to ſpend, riot toreturne 
witha reckoning ? 


If thou hadſt no ſoule, if amortallone;if thineowne, if never tobe required, how|-. 


couldſt thou live bur ſenſially ? Oh remember but who thouatt, what thou haſt,and 
wither thou maſt ; and thou ſhalc live like thy ſelfe, while thou art, and give up thy 


; knoſt confidently, when thou ſhale ceaſe to be. Neither is there here more certainty 
|brour departure,than comfort.Carry this with chee to thy death-bed,and ſee if ir can 
| cf thee, whenall the world cannot give thee one dram of comfort. Our ſpirit1s | 
| _— CONT: onr —_ 
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| Zolente ſeparg- 
tur a corpore, 
| Hicromn, 


{he Paſſion Sermon. 


SD —— Mn 


our deareſt riches : if we ſhould loſe ir, here WCre juſt cauſe of Crete: Howle and 12. Aj 
| ment, if rhou thinkeſt thy ſoule peritheth : it is not jan » but furl ered, How 
| lafely doth our ſoule paſſe through the gates of death, 1 FIOUT Wy py ckment, 
while it is inthe handof the Almighty 2 Woe were us, it he G1420t Keepe it while 


' we have it; much more when wereſtore 1t.We g1y21tup tO oy on on _ Crea- 
| ted, infuſed, redeemed,renewed ; thatdoth protect. preſerve,cita ll Ap will crown 
| it : 1 £now whom Thave belecved , and amperſwaded that he is able 10 keepe that which Thac 


| committed to him againſt that day. O ſecure and happy eſtate of the godly : O bleſſed ey. 


| change of our condition : while our ſoule dwels 1n on breaſt, how £ ah, cc to in fi 
nite miſeries, diſtempered with paſſions, charged AND <inabvn; wit ogg wal 
above, none of theſe : how ſhouldit beotherwile : This : OUT P1 SrImage, tow 
home: this is our wildernceſſe, xy _ _ of om .: this OUT DONdage, that our 
7 : our 1impotencie cauſeth this our Jorrow. 
RE Es Stay given up, what evill ſhall reach unto heaven, and wreſtle 
with the Alwightie? Our lothnefſe to give up, comes from our or ge? __ nfde- 
tie, No man goes unwillingly to a cerraine preferment. 1 re 9 e ul ret faith 
Paul, 1 haveſerycdttee,1 have beleeved thee, and now 1 comme to thee faith TO er. The voice 
; of Saints, rot of men, If thine heart can fay thus, thou = not nee ” op with 
; Old Hilarion, Egredere mea anms : egredere, quid times e TR "9 we." hi ) ”") ſou e, goe 
{ forth, what feareſt rhou 2 but it ſhall he up alone cheerefully from - oO _ give 6. fo 
| ſelte into thearmes of God,as a faithfull Creator and Redeemer. | his vwk 1 fs the 
element of thy ſoule, it is not where 1tſhould be. It ſhall beno leſie thine, when itis 
| more the owners. Thinke now ſeriouſly of this point ; Gods Angell 1sabroad, and 
| ſtrikes on all ſides : we know not which of our turnes ſhall be the next : weare ſure we 
carry deaths enow within us, If we bc ready,our day cannot come too focne. Stirreup 


thy ſoule toan heavenly cheerfulneſſe, likethy Saviour : Know but whitherthouart 


Nulan aziman | gOINg ;and thon canſt nor but with divine Pazl,fay from our Sayiours mouth, ever in 
recipio que me | this ſenſe : 1t ts amore bleſſedthingtogive, than toxeceive. God cannot abide an unwil- 


ſt : give chat ſpirit tohum, which he bath given thee ; and he will 
" Toth pe what To giveſt,and giye itthee againe,with that glory 
and happinefſe : which can never be conceived,and fhallne- 
ver be cnded.Even fo Lord Jeſus come quickly. 


Gloria in excelſis Deo. 
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[n that day ſhall be written upon the bridles (or, bels) of the Horſes, Holineſſe unto the Lord : 
and the pers of rhe Lords bouſe, ſhall be like the bowles before the Altar, 


hd F any man wonder whither this diſcourſe can tend, of horſes, and 
a= bels,and pots, and bowles for the Altar; Let him confider that of 


IRE 


S” 44-1 $* 
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A W if they bee well menaged, will prove like thoſe fierie Horſes of 

Cans E114, tocarry usup toour heaven, 2 Kirg.2.11. Theſe Bels, like 
32. thole golden bels of 4aronsrobe, Exod. 39. 25. Theſe Pots like 
WE" XU? Q that Olla pulmenti of the. Prophets, after Eliſha's meale, 2 King.4.. 
and theſe Bowles, like that blefſed and fruitfall navellof the Church, Canr.7. 2. 


learne of the horſe that leſſon of ſtubbornnefle, by the Pſalmiſt, and checks us oft by 
the oxeandaſle, for their good nature, would have us learne here,under this parable 
of rhe horſe, and the bels of the horſe, and the writing on thoſe bels, the eſtate of our 
owne peace and ſanditication. God doth both ſpeake,and worke in Parables, as that 
Father faith well : Of thisrhen I may truly ſay, as Hierome ſaidof the booke of 706, 
Singula verbaplena ſuns ſenſibus : Suffer your ſelves with Abrahams Ram, to bee per- 
plexeda while in theſe bryers, that you may be prepared for a tit ſacrifice to God. 
Inthat day : | What day is that? All dayesare his, who is the Ancientof dayes; and 
yet he ſayes, Abraham ſaw my. day, and rejoyced. He that made all dayes, fayes yet 
againe, [T his is the day whichthe Lord hath made : There is one day of the weeke, 


| Gods » welaxn, Revel, 1. and yet I would :it were his; Gods day by creation, by ordina- | 


tion, I would it were his by obſeryation too.: There1s one day in an Agettis: While 
it is called to day,Heb.z. The day of viſitation ;and yet this thy day, Lu#.19.42.One 
day in a world his, Matth.7.22. Inthat day : A daybeyond rhe world, his. Today 
have I begotten thee, Hodje, i.ab Ererno, which 15a nunc ſtans, as Aquinas defines it. 
The Heathens had five famousperiods of computations, Nix Monarchie, ' Ogyyes 
Flood, Trgjan Warre, Qlympiads,Yrbs condita, All ours is abitlo diewhich 8.Puul cals; 
Thefulneſſe of Times But Chriſt hath twodayes, as two commings*: His firſt, 1» die 
illa radix tefſe; ſaith'Eſay.12. 10. Theday of hiscomming to ſojourne in the world ; 
His ſecond, 1 C443. 8. The day of his recurne, which S. Piwt'cals furer Strum, 
Epbef.4.304 when, he comes to ranſOniens; andtojudge the world : bothare dayes 
indeed ; In the firſt, there isno nightof his abſence, thouphro our ſenſe there bee 
Rs little darknefſe of ourmiſerie;; In the ſecond, no abſence, nornomiſerie ; A 
2 


"ry 
= ——_— 
"IT —_— 
—__ 


Tertullian, Ratio divina in medulla eft,non tnſuperficie: Theſe Horſes | 


S. Paul asks, Doth God take care foroxen? ſomay I here, Doth God take care for | 
horſes? Surely,to provide for them, not toprophetie of ther 5 much leſſe of their | 
bels, the unneceſſary ornaments of a neceflary creature ; Bur he that forbids us to 
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— | day without night, Revel.21.25. Thisprophecie istrue of both ; Partially, and in-1T 

chtenly of he firſt ;- rotally and abſolutely of the ſecond ; Ofthe firſt fo tarre as jt s 
makes way for, andreſembles the ſecond : and this as it 15 here principally Intended, 
fo ſhall ir be the drift ofour diſcourſe. 

This is the day : Now what of this day ? There ſhalt bea Mot/o written : An koroy. 
rable Moito : ſach as was written upon the ra3vthe Turbaur of the High Pricft. 
Holineſſe to the Lord: And where ſhall it be written? An honourable Motto in an igrobl; 

| place ; bv ty 3 Not as Aquilaand Theodotian, under the belly of the horſe, ſpe; 
profundum ; Noras S5mmachws, under his feer, ſuper 7rceſſum umbroſum ; The ſenſes 
are ſenſelefſe(though you take them com gran ſaizs,as the Lawyersadmoniſb)they ſa. 
| VOur neither the ſenſe, nor word; Not, as 7ezoze, the Sepruagint and Gereve, frer 
frenn; Tho this hath the ſenſe well,notthe word ; Hieroms Maſter came a little nce- 
rer ( ſuper phaleras ) ; Thoſe of the Rabbins yer light righteſt both on the word; ang 
ſenſe, which turne ſuper Tintinnabula;For ten times at leaſt im the Chrcnjcles and Exya,is 
the ſame word dually uſed;for Cymbals:;and the Verbe of thisroor, is the ſame, where 
| by God would cxprefle the tingling of the eares;qxHynTinrmient aures antientinng. ler. 1g. 
Toadorne their horſes with bels, was not only a faſhion in thoſe South-Eaſt Coun-| 
tries, but in our fore-fathers dayes in this Land:as 1t were eafie to ſhow yor, bur ont 
of Chan cers Antiquity ; and ſome of us have ſeene it ſtill in uſz elſewhere. Whathclls 
then were theſe? Norof the Prieſt:It had beene eaſie to transferre his embleme from 
his forchead, to his skirrs; but of rhe horſes : The horſe an uncleane beaft, reojr. tr. 
A warlike beaſt, Equus peratur is diem belli. Prov. 21. 31. Whence ſtil] ſhall you find B 
Horſes and Chariots put together ; and Iz bello &5- equzs, Oſe. 1. 7- Behold this Motto 
had wont to be written upon a man, now upon a beaſt ; had wontupon an holy man, 
The High Prieſt:now uponan uncleane bealt ; before, upon a man of peace,now on a 
| beaſt of warre ; Before upon the foreheadof the High Prieſt, now (as Rab. Eliezar) 
| 3#ter occulosbetwixt the eyes of the Horſe. But what? not toconrintte there; as ſome 
Rabbins and good Interpreters ; but fo that of theſe very Bells ſhall he-made Pots for | 
the uſe of ſacrifice ; Likeas of the glaſſes of the Jewiſh women was made aLaver;and| 
of the Jewels of the Midianitiſh' Camels;a rich Ephod. This is well, to come thusneer;} 
yet they ſhall bee promoted higher : They ſhall be bowles for the Altar : ThePots 
might be greater, for there wasONa Grandir. 2 Kine. g But the bowles were more noble, 
and more peculiarly devoted'to Gods ſervice : Moſes ſhall comment upon Zacharie : 
N#72.7. Twelve ſeverall times you haye the matter of theſe bowles(filver)the weight, 
70.ſhekels; The uſe, for floure and oyle for the meare-offering, beſides that follow- 
| ing imployment for the incenſe. But I ho'd not this dependance neceffary : Hereare 
rather two diſtin& propheſies, though toone purpoſe, as we ſhall ſec in the proceſſe. 
You ſee now - Zacharies holy riddle read ; ThatGod, under the Goſpell will efte&t a 
gracious ſanctification both of things, and perſons; and by thoſe things which in their 
uſe have beene altogether prophane,will indifferently glorific himſelfe, and worke 
chem both topeace, and holinefſe : Andas Cyprian faith, Fidem rerum cnr(ws implevit. 

What now is more fit for Courtiers ro heare of; than an Impreſe of honour ? What 

more fit for kings and Princesthan the Impreſe of the God otheaven ? And as in all 
 Impreſes,there 1s a body,anda foule,as they are termed;ſo are both here without any 
affectation: The foule of it is the Motto, or Word, Holimeſſe to the Lord : The body, 1s 
Fd ſubject it ſelfe ; As oft-times the yery ihield is the device : The ſubje&, Bells of ihe 

J0F Ch £637 | 
In the Word, firſt ſee the ancient uſe of Heraldry in the Scriptures ;That part efpe- 
cially which concernes Inſcriptions:as on Coynes, Sheilds, + pv If theTeftament 
| of the Patriarks hadas much credit, asantiquirie, all the Parriarks had their Ares 
aſſign'd them by Jacob; 1#aha Lyon, Daya Serpent, Nepthal#an Hinde, Benjaii 
a Wolfe, 7oſepha bough,and ſothereſt; The Coyne which Zacob paid to the Shechemitts, 
was ſtamped witha Lambe, Gez.32. And, if Twdahs ring that he left with Thamr, had 
not had an inſcription, it could not ſo certainly haye deſcryed his Maſter. Theſe 
coynes had a figure without a word ; The frontall of the High Prieſt had a word, 
withouta figure; The ſhekel of the Sanctuarie.(whoſe Chara&erx we have off ay 
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| The Impreſe of God. 


— had both a word anda figure : the word, Holy Teruſalem ;;the figure; Apor of Maha like. 
A alarge chalice,and Aarozs rod, not budding bur branching ont. St ian : rd 
Church to an Armie with Banners; there could be no uſe, nodiſtintion of Banners 

without inſcriptions ; The Maccabees had foure Hebrew lerters in their Enſigne br 
boch their word, and device : whence they had their name 2 Yea, this is not in 24z only 
but in patria - They ſhall havea white ſtone, and a new name written in ir: The field 
| and the armes, both named, and vnknowne : The uſe therefore of inſcriptions and 
| armes mult needs be yery laudable,as ancient;lince God himſelfe was the firſt Herald, 
\ and ſhall be the laſt. Yea the very Anabaprifts,that ſhake of all the yoke of Maviſtra- 


| | cie, yet when they had ripened their fanaticall projeRs,andhad raiſedtheir king 0") | 


\ | from the ſhop-boord to the Throne, would not want this point of honour: And ther- 
| \fore hemulſt haye one henchman on the right hand to carry a Crowne; and a Bible, 
p | withan inſcription ; Ontheleft, another, that carrieda fword naked, and aball of 
Gold : Himſelfe in great ſtate carriesa Globe of Gold, with two Gyords acrofle. His 
prefſiag iron and ſheeres would have become him better. '- | | 
Andif Iſhould looke to heatheniſh Antiquirie, I ſhould need to fay no more, 
than that the /fgyptian Hieroglyphicks, whereof they lay Hozw4 Apollowas the inven- 
| |ter,were nothing elſe, but Emblems, & Impreſes:among the reſt, iris memotable that | 
| | Ruf7nus reports, thar the ſigne of the crofſe was one of theit yeypam ireamy; their anci- 
| ent figures long before Chriſt : which ( faith he) ſignified to them, erernall life : and 
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' Socrates adds, that when they found the ſigne of the Crofle (3z temmph Serap;tis ) the 
Heathen and Chriſtians contended for ir, each challenged it for theirs ; and when the 
Heathen knowing the ſignification of it,ſaw it thusfulfilled tothe Chriſtians, manyof 
| |rhem converted to Chriſtianity. Beit farre fromus, to put any ſuperſtition in this; 1 
C jthinkit done, by the ſame inſtinct whereby the $9b;/s prophetied of Chriſt. And as 
; | Armes, and Embleticall devices are thusancient, and commendable ; ſo more dite&ly 
| iPofiesand words, whether for inſtruction, or diſtinction, are here warranted. So the 
' |wordofa faithfull King, is Dominus mihi adjator ;or when he would thankfully aſcribe 
| his peace to God; Exnrgat Dens, difipenturitimici : fo of a good Prince, either, 1 ſerre, 
to expreſſe his officious care ; Or, 0ze of yonr owne, to ſighitic his teſpettive love. So 
the good Stateſman's ſhould be given him by $u/9#0;2 No#eiF confilinm contra Domintm., 
No policie againſt the Lord : A good Courtier's3by 84m», Honorantes me honorabo : 
A good Biſhop's, by Pani, wp: dwpor ; In ſealOh, out of ſeaſon. A good ſubjet's, 
Not ſor feare b»t Conſcience. A good Chriftians, Chriſius mibi vrvereeſt. So the Ttaclites 
werecharged to maketheir Embleme the Law of God: fot their poſts, for their gar- 
ments. But theſe things may not be written upon our walls, or ſhields onely ; They 
muſt be written upon our hearts; elſe we are as very painted walls, as our walls them- 
ſolves : Elſewe ſhall be like ſome Inne, that hath a Crowne for the figne withour, and 
within there is none but Peſants 3 or a Roſe upon the poſt wirhour, and nothing but 
{lattiſhnefſe and filth within : Or ati Angell without, and nothing within, bur lewd 
drankards. As it isſaid of God, Dixzt, & faFum eſt ; So alſo, ſcripſit, & fa@nmeſt ; 
They ſhall be written holy, thatis; theyfhall' be made holy : Happy isit forus, tho 
we write no new. emblemes of 'our owne, if 'wecan haye this holy 1-preſe of God, 
written nor in our fore-heads, bnt in our hearts, Holipeſſe tothe Lord. Thus much of 
the Embleme, or word.. Now fbr the ſabje& and Cifcumſtances : 1# that day, above 
this ; there isthe proficiency of the Church ; Holieſſe ſhall bee written ypoy the Bells 
vrophant things ſhal{be holy, There is the: ſan@ification of the Church : The bells. 
of warlike horſes {ball be turned to the quiet uſe of Religion : There is the re- | 
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of 
1ligious peace of the:Church. Thirdly, the pots to ſeerhe in, ſhallbe as Bowles, to 
 offetnpincenſe in ; There is the degrees of the Churches perfection : fo that here 
ariſe fre heads ofour ſpeech-;/The proficiencie,: =, Pee Petfe&ion 
of the Church, All whichcraye your gracious'arid Chriſttarlartefition.; © 1ft1 be too: 

long, rwoofthemtadalysf 10 oth hen RES TG 
When therefore ſball this be fulilled>Not under the Law':It had beene a greatpro- 

Anation : For none but the High-Prieft might weare this poſie : the place, ofr-rumes | 


\ cLParages ; As to purthe Arke of God into 4Cart, of toſer it by Pager. 
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It is under the Goſpell, that this poſie of Helimeſſe {hall be ſo common ; ;» j/14 4js. py 
and this is that day : How great is this proficiency ofthe Church > Looke how much 
difference there is betweene one and many, berweene the holieſt of men, and an 
ordinary beaſt, berweenethe fronrall of the High-Prieſt, and the Bells ot horits, @ | | 
much there mult be betwixt the Church in that day, and in this. Itisthe faſhion of | | 
| the true Church, to grow up ſtill, from worſe to better, as It 15 faidotthe head ofthe | 
Church,Creſcebst ef*corroborabatur. As 1t 1s compared coſtones for firmneſſe, ſoto grafts 
for growth ; Yea the kingdome of heavenis like a graine of multard-ſced, rhar of the! 
leaſt ſeed, proves the greateſt plant, in his kind : the river of God floyes fir(t up to | 
the ankles, then to the knees, and art laſt to the chin. | | 

The Church was an Embryo till Abrahams time ; In ſwathing-bands till Moſes + In! 
child-hood rill Chriſt ; A man in Chriſt, A man tuil-growne in glory. As man| | 
isan Epitome of the world , ſo is every Chriſtian an abridgement of the Church] p 
Beſt at laſt ; 7 3/}z die. Hee is like to the feaſt of Cana, where the beſt wine was 
brought in laſt ; not naturally, but by tranſmutation. Ir wasa blaſphemons, and| | 
( mee thinks) a Yorſtian reaſon, that Toſtatus brings, why God did not create the | 
 voICes out of the Propitiatorie, Qs Ders non poieſt agere per ſucceſſionem : Surely in us | 

hee doth ;, and as wee can doe nothing, 7» 7#ſfante, no more doth God in us. "As in 
the Creation hee could have made all at once, bur hee would take dayes for it, fo 
in our re-creation by grace : As naturall, fo ſpirituall agents, do? agere per moram. 
That rule of Aquinas is ſure, Succeſfivorum non ſimul eſt eſſe & perfeFio : to which that | 
| accords of Tertwllian , Perfecdio ordine poſt-humat. There muſt bee an i/la di:s, for 
our full ſtature ; till which, if we be true Chriſtians, we muſt grow from ſtren?thto 
ſtrength : herein grace 1s contrary to nature, ſtrongeſt ar laſt, We muſt change till) 
then, but 7» melzns ;, till we come toour beſt ; andrhcn, wee muſt bee like him, in|C 
whom is no ſhadow by turning. | 
But, where wee ſhould be like the Sunne till noone, ever riſing ; there be many| | 
like Ezekzaes Sunne, that goe backe many degrees in the diall : whoſe dit nn | 


mY 


- 
Mn» « 
— _p <= mg 4 . 
— 9 — 
p Sox .-" 
£ E ” A 4 - V 
Ry a-— = _ ” 2 4 , - » a, _ 
-- _ — *. SF « 
A p_—_ . . = _—y m_  * re_— RX . - = ww _ 
wr. mos IA RF 5p JW) TD. —— wn . i < 2 
& ” Os \ 
w _ , - EL 6 « "» 2 
7 2 +. - uy _ —_ ———_ - Pre Oy 46—- _ OO 
, as o_ 4 DD en > 4 pO IEICE... M = _ = —_ G—m—_ 
. - -_- TSS ho - |. 36 — +I - = . _ "oe *- <P I _ - 4 — - —_ 
I $7 mr Y - - 4 " b; 
2 _ - - - - : - a " _ . ws - l - - p—_— _ - - , A 
p ” - r _” 
2 = _ —_— - = —_— — TI —_— — E75 A "= 
_ - py - _ .< = 2 "_ Q \ * « +» Ei » 
_ bY py : by 4 > voy "Bs pu E <> i at 
ny Sn , 2 oo 1 8 0 hes "—_ y hon Sth, 0 _ Pt a Ps - L a *:: _ 4 x . 
40) ow - boy < Ow h-1'9 wo ms "2 — Vs" 4q> —_ L , 4 * - 
4 wma n Xx CSS -__ —_ 
© - b __ Oo - 
8 . 6 > > 


= 3% 
= Ft IR a 


DD” ERR, > 


. a gr > = 
_ a - E 4 2 =. Rs; 
" v hn a 2 , * LES. + © : 
- i - p — Res, a. _ 9.” —_——_ - 
I eo a -_ - . -% þ"1 —_— wo TRY PR TITTY _ 
m & 33k . mae "nt" > - > a a CA _ wa 3 oa. A ne 
_ "-. ye pets rerens. ul _—_ 3 oo - - 
% «Be bo 4; 
- Pin, -——- A % S ww - 
£ - : _ . _ £2 — 
. : ; SE Bane . . its lb. tn Pas 4 - _ - 
- - _ they *- =. e 
- Wo £Z 
»* p 
F 
So - 


| 
| 


= 
__ X - r—0 | Wc as Es 
+ _ oY _ = m . _ 9 w—_— 
- RI ia 4 — 2 — — — ERNIE, TIT . . neg : 
© > oe OUT CRT” we, 9 AT IEEE CEPTTED EIA 2, Car II rot nn og 4 


| 


are like Neroes firſt five yeares, full of hope, and peace ; Or, like the firſt moneth! 
of anew ſervant ; orlike unto the. foure. Ages, whoſe firſt was gold, the laſt iron l 
| Or to Nebuchbadvezzars 1mage, which-hada precious head, bur baſe feet. Looke; 
to your ſelves, this 15a fearefull ſigne, a fearefull condition : can hee ever beerich, 
| thatgrowes every day poorer 2 Can hee everrcachthe Goale, thar goes cyery day a 
ſtep backe from it? Alasthen, how'ſball he ever reach the Goale of glory, that goes 
every day aſtep backward 1n grace ? He that is worſe every day, can never be at his 
beſt, Ir illa die, 11 that day. EEG 
Hitherto the proficiencie ; The ſan&ification followes. The Mofaicall Law was D 
(crupulous :There were anholy places,unholy garments, perfons,beaſts, fowles,vel-| 
ſels, touches, taſtes: Under the Goſpell all is holy. All was made unholy,when thefirlt | 
Alam (inned ; when the ſecond Adam ſatisfied forfinne, all was made holy : Moſes the | 
fervant built his houſe, with a  weni;or eg yur, Epheſ. 2. 14. a partition wall in the 
| mid(t : Chriſt the Sonne pull d downe that ſcreene, and caſt all into one «vine +: 
| JEWes and Gentiles, whole hoofes and'cloyen, dwell now both under a roofe. Moſes 
| branded ſome creatures with uncleannefle ; he that redeemed his children from w0- 
rall impurity, redeemed his creatnres from legall : What ſhould 8. Peters oreatſhect 
{ let downe by foure corners teach us, bur that all creatures chrough rhe foure corners; 
of the world, are cleane and holy ? $.' Pax! proclaimes the ſamme of Peters viſions, |} 
 O1n14 MunJa mumiis : Ttis an injurious ſcrupulouſneſſe, to make differences of crea-| | 
| tures ; injurious to God,to the creature, to our ſelyes : To God,while we will not ct g 
him ſerve himſelfe ofhis owne : Tothe creature, while we powre that ſhame upon | 
| ir,which God never did: Toour felves,while we bring our ſelves into hondage,where | 
| God hath inlarged us. When 1wlies had poyſoned the wells, and ſhambles, and, 
; fields, with his heatheniſh Luſtrations; the Chriſtians( faith Theodoret ) ate freely of 
| all, by vertue of Pawls,, Quicquid in macello : To lerpaſſe the idle curiouſneſſe of out 
1 [e1i-An8)gptiſts, of the ſeparation, at whoſe follie, jifany man be di ſpoſed ro make 
| himſelfe ſport, let him read the Tr agicomicall refation ofthe Troubles and Excom- 
I er | munication} 
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| TPartt, | {be Fmpreſe of God. 


| A[ nication of the Englith at Amſterdam ; There ſhall he ſee fach warres waged berwixe 
brothers, for but a þuske, or whale-bone, or lace, orcork-fhooe, as if all Law and | 
Goſpell ſtood upon this point;as if heaven and earth were little enough tobe mingled 
in this quarrell ; Nec gerino bellum Trojanem. Topaſſe over all other lighter nice- 
neſſe of this kinde : Who can chuſe bur be aſhamed of the Church of Rome : which | 
is here in a double extremity, both grofle : In denying, wiping out holineſſe, where | 
God hath written it : and 1 writing it, where God hath not wrirren it:in the firſ t, how 
doe they drive out Devilsout of good creatures, by fooliſh exorciſines ? I would hee 
were nomore 1n themſelves. How doe they forbid mears,drinks,dayes, mariage which 
God hath written holy ?: Hee that reads Naware Mamnall, ſhall finde cholericke 
blaſphenue a veniall ſine, pag.9 r.ſome theft veniall;p. 140. Common lying, veniall 
p.191. Curling of Parents, if not malicious, veniall, p. 100. and yet the fame Aurhor, | 
chap. 21. M.11.p.209. to cat of a forbidden diſh, or an allowed diſh more than once 
on a forbidden day, 15amortall inne : And now theſe venialls(faith Francis a Vieforia)| 
by a Pater-noſter, or {ſprinkling of holywater, or knock of the breſt are cleared : bur | 
that mortall eater 1s iroze: 71 xelw,; guilty of judgement, yea, of hell it ſelfe : Scribes 
Phariſes, Hypocrites, which prate of Peters chaire, but will never take out Peters 
lefſon, That which God hath fantified, pollute thou nor. In the other : WharH6l;..| 
nefle doe they write 1n religious cowles, Altars, Reliques, Aſhes, Candles,Oy! es, Salts. 
Waters, Enſignes, Roſes, Words, Graines, Agnus Dei, Medalls, and a world of fach 
traſh : So much, that they haye left none in themſelves. Let me have no faith, if e- 
ver play-booke were more ridiculous,than their Ponrificall, and booke of holy Cere- 
( monies. It is well that Jerome reads theſe words, ſwper fremwm, not ſuver Tirtinna- 
| bulun; Elſe, what a rule ſhould we have had : tho Na ſaid, Equornm, not Templo- 
rum : What compariſons would have beene ; If Holine 


| ſe tothe Lord muſt be written 
on the Bells of Horſes, much-more on the Bells of Churches. What a colour rvould 


this haye beene for the waſhing, anointing,bleſſing,chriſtening ofrhem ? What awar- | 
rantfor driving away Devils, chafing of ghoſts, ſtilling oftempeſts, ſtaying ofthan- 
ders, yeadelivering from Tenrations,which the Pontificall aſcribes to cthem?By whole | 
accountthere ſhould be more vertue in this peece ofmetall, than in their holy Father | 
himſelfe, yeathan 1n any Angell ofheaven : Bur their vulgar bridles them in this, | 
which reads it, oper frenm, which ſome ſuperſtirious man would ſay were fulfilled} 
in Conſiaxtives ſnaffle made of the nailes rhar pierced Chriſt. How worthy are they | 
in the meane time ofthe whip, not of men onely, bur of God, which thus in a ridicu-| 
lous prefumprion write Holinefſe, where God would haye a blanke ; and wipe out 
Holinefſe, where God hath written it? © ATBOT; 


For us, there isa double holineſſe; foruſe, for vertue: All things art holy totis for | 
uſe ; nothing is holy. for vertne of Sandtification, bur thoſe things which God hath | 
lanctifiedtothis vertue.; his word, his facraments: We may uſe the other, andput | 
no holinefſe in them ; we muſt uſetheſe, and expettholinefſe from them : 31s ww, | 
Nothing uncleane, is Peter#Tule, but with Pals explication, Mynds mu3dis : All things | 
are cleane in themſelves ; to thee they are not cleane; 'unlefſe rhon becleane. Mine | 
owne clothes ſhall make me filthy, Rirth 1b, 9. 37. Many a one may fay fo, more |. 
juſtly. The proud mans gay coat, the wanton womans beaſtly faſhions, both ſhew | 
themro be uncleane, and make then fo: Bur the lewd manmakes his owne clothes, 
| filthy ; his mcars,drinks, ſports, garitietits, areuncleane tohim, becauſe he is uncleane | 

t0God ; they are curſed tohim, becauſe he is curſed of God © God hath written on | 
theourfde of his creatures, Holy to the Lord ; we write on the inſide; Unholy to | 
men ; becauſe oar outſide and inſide is unholy to God: yea, we doe notonely deface 
this inſcription of holineſſe in other creatures tous, but we will not let God write it 
upon us, for himſeife: O our miſery and ſhame'! All things elſe are holy ; Men, 
Chriſtians, are unholy. There is no impurity brit where isReaſon, and Faith, the 
grounds of Holinefſe. How oft would God Have written this title upon our fore-| 
ead8?and ere he can have written one full word, we blot out all: One Fveares it away, 
another drinks it away, a third ſcoffs it away, a fourthriots is away, a fift ſwaggers ir: 
my zand I would to God it were ancharitable to ſay, that there is as much holineſſe 
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OT ERoanar og, 
The Fmpreſe of God. Parti,| | 
in the Bridles of the Horſes, asin ſome of their Riders. Oh holineſfe, the xicha,; ” 
the Saints, the beauty of Angels, the delight of Cod, whither halt thou wichg __ p 
thy ſelfe ? where ſhould we finde thee if not among Chriſtians ? and yet how can we 
be, or be named Chriſtians without thee ? Ilee ſome thar are afraid tobe rog holy? 
and I ſee but ſome that feare tobe too prophane. We are all Saints, zanre dau, | (4, 
1. 2. Allby calling ; and ſome but by calling: By callingofmen, notof God: Asthe 
Church of Rome hath ſome Saints which are queſtioned whether ever they were, 
Prnumta ; others, whether they be notin hell ; burning Tapers to them on carth, to 
whom perhapsthe fiends light firebrands below. As Ceſarizs the Monke brings in 
Petrws Cantor, and Roger the Norman diſputing rhe caſe of Becket ; fo we have many! 
titular Saints, few reall ;z many which are written inred Letters in rhe Calendar ofthe 
world, Holy tothe Lord, whom Godnever canonzes in heaven, and ſhall once en= 
certaine with a Neſcio, I know you not. Theſe men yer have Holineſſe written npon| 
them, andare like, as L»c74n compares his Grzc1ans, to a faire, gilt, boſſed books I 
looke within, there isthe Tragedy of Thyeſtes, or perhaps Arzins his Thalia ; the name 
of aMulce, the matter hereſie ; or Conradrs Yorſtixs his late monſter, thar hath De p., | 
in the front, and Atheiſme and Blaſphemie in therext. As 8. Part fayes tohis Co- 
'rinths, would God yee could ſuffer me a little : Yee carnor want praiſers, yee may 
want reprovers ; and yet you have not ſo much needof Parecyricks, asof reprehenſj. 
ons. Theſe by how much more rare they are, by ſomuch more neceſfarie. Nec cenſurg 
deft que increpet, nec medicina que ſanet, {aith Cyprian. A fallepraile grieves, and atme| 
-oraite ſhames, faith Azaſtaſins. As Kings are by God himlclfe called Gods ( for there 
are Dii mncupative, and not efſentialiter, as Gregorie diſtinguiſhes ) becauſe of cheir 
reſemblance of God, ſo their Courts ſhould be like to heaven, and theirattendanrs 
like Saints and Angels : Decet domnmtuar ſarfitudo, agrees toboth. Thus you ſhould 
be : Bur alas, I ſee ſome care to beegallant, others care to bee great, few care tobee 
holy. Yea Il know not what Devill hath poſſeſſed the hearts of many great ones of our 
| time in both ſexes, with this conceit, that they cannot be gallant enough, unleſe 
they be godlefſe. Holineſle is for Divines, or men of meane ſpirits, for grave,ſubdued, 
' mortified, retired minds; not forthem that ſtand upon the tearmes of honour, height 
of place and ſpirit, noble humours; hence are our oathes, duels, profaneneſſes. Alas, 
that we ſhould be ſobeſotted, as to think that our ſhame, which isour onely glory: 
Ic is reaſon that makes us men, but it 15 nolineffe that makes us Chriſtians. And woe 
ro us that we are men, if we be not Chriſtians. Thinke as baſely of it as yee will: 
you ſhall one'day finde, that one dram of holinefſe is worth a whole world of 
greatneſſe ; yea, that there is no greatneſſe, burin holinefſe. For Gods fake therefore 
doe not ſend holinefle to Colledges, or Hoſpitals for her lodging, but enterraine her 
willingly into the Court, asa moſt happy gueſt. Thinke ir a ſhame, and danger, to 
goc infineclothes, while you have foule hearts;and know, that in yaine ſhall yoube 
| honour'dof men, if you be not holy ro the Lord. Your goodly outfides may admit 
you into the Courts on earth ; but you ſhall neyer looke within the gates of the Court 
of heaven without holineſſe : Wichour holinefſe no man ſhallſee God. O God, with- 

out holinefſe we ſhall never ſee thee ; andwithourt thee we ſhall neyer.ſce holi- 

neſſe : write thou upon theſe flinty hearts of ours; Holinefſe to thy 
| ſelfe : Make us holy to thee, thar-we may beglorious 
with thee andall thy Saints and 1 
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| In that day ſhall there bewrit1en upon the bridles of the horſes, The holineſſe nnto the Lord, and 
the pots in the Lords houſe ſhall be like the bowles before the Ali ar. 


A'T is well-neere a yeere agoe, ſince in this Gracious Pre- 

aj ſence, wee entred upon this myſticall, yet pertinent Text. 

You then heard what This day 1s ; what theſe Bells or 

Bridles ; what this inſcription ; what theſe Pots and 

Bowles : And out of Tharday you heard the ptoficiencie 

of the Church ; out of Holinefſe written on the Bells, 

the.ſancification of the Church : You ſhall now heare, our 

of theſe Bells,- or Bridles of warlike horſes, thus inſcribed, 

ro ewy the change of the holy warre, and peace of che Church ; 

out of theſe Pots, advanced to the likeneſſe of the Bowles 

ofthe Altar, rhe degrees of the Churches perfe&ion, and accepration ; All which 

crave your gracious and honourable attention. That conceit (which yet is graced 

with the name of ſome Fathers) that takes this in' the lirerall ſenſe of Conſtantiver bri- 

dle, wee paſſe, 45 more worthy of {miles than confutarion : Queſtionlefſe; rhe ſenſ> 

is ſpiricuall; andit isa ſure rule, thatasthe hiltoricall ſenſe isfctcht from ſignification 

of words, ſothe ſpirituall fromthe ſignification of thoſe things, which art ſignified 
| by the words. | 

For thisinſcription then, it ſhall not þeupon the bells, for their owne ſakes, but for | 

the horſes: not as bells, but as bells of the horſes; And on the horſes, not for their 

owne ſakes,bur as they ſerve fot their Riders. Thehorlſe, a militarie creature;there is. 

no other mention of him in Scripture, no other uſe of him of old : when the eyes of 

\Elijhae {>ryant were open, he ſaw the hill full vf horſes, 2 Xi»gs 6. Eyen the celeſtial | 

E | warfare is not expreſſed without them : Herice you ſhall ever find them marchr with | 

| [Chariots in the Scripture : AndthePoer, N#notenbus equor, mine poſcere enrras : hee 

ruſhethinto the bartell, faith Tremie; and he is made for it ; for he hah both ſtrength! 

|2ndnimblencfſe. He's ſtrong : there isfortitwdo equi, Pſalm. 4.7. and God himſelfe ac- 

[knowledges it. Haſt thougiven the hoiſe his ſtrength, Tb 39. He is ſwift, faith Jeremy, 

4- 13. yea as Eagles,or Leopards, faith Abacuc. Wemult take theſe horſes then, either ' 

as continuing themſelves,or as alrered. If the firſt;The very warres under the Goſpel] | 

S hw be holy ; and God ſhall much glorifie himſelfe by them: He faith not, There _ 

N-n | be.) 
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i. he Impreſe of God. = Pan] 


be no horſes,or thoſe horſes ſhall have no bells,or thoſe bells no inſcription;bur than N 
horſes,and their uſe, which is warre,and their ornaments, which are bells, ſhall haye 
title ofHolinefſe. While Cornelius Agrippa writes of the yanity of SCIENCes, we may | 
well wonder at the yanity ofhis opinion,thatall warre was forbidden under the Gof; 
pell. But let 4prippobe vaine in this, asa meere Humaniſt,and the Anabaptiſts rol] 
falſe;as being frantick hereriques : 1t is marvell how Eraſmus ſogreat a ſcholler, ang 
| Ferns ſo great a Text-man could miſcarry inthis Manicheanconceir. A/phoyſus 4 c,6,, 
would faine have our 0ecolampedius to keepe them company, bur Bellarmipe \tinſs & 
can hardly beleeve him : No marvell, when he ſees Zxing/ins diein the field, tho ag, 
Paſtor, not asa ſouldier:and when our ſwords have ſo well taught them, befidesour 
' rongues,thatthe hereticksare as good friends to warre,asenemiestothem. It isGods 
cyerlaſting title, Domins exercitunm. To ſpeake nothing of the old Teſtament ;What 
can Cornelius Agr#paſay to Cornelius the Centution ; I teare no man would giyethat 
title to him that oppoſed warre, which Gods ſpirit gives to this agent in war , Ajuſt 
man, and fearing God : His warfare;ſfaith Chryſoftorre, hurt him not. Did not Chriſt 
himſelfe bid (even he that ſaid, Who ſo ſmires with the ſword, ſhall periſh with the 
ſword, in caſe of private revenge) Qi nop hatet gladium, venaat tunicam, emat gladium? 
The Angels themſelyes are heavenly fouldiers;Every Chriſtian is a ſouldier ; asheis, 
Chriſtian, he fights not againſt fleſh and blood,but principalities and powers; as he is 
2 Chriſtian ſouldier, he fights both againſt fleſh and blood,and principalities; All the 
warres of God : So that contrary to S. Martzz, who faid, I ama Chriſtian, ] may not 
| fight;he muſt fay,I am a Chriſtian, I muſt fight. And why may he not ? God whenhe| 
makes us Chriſtians, leaves us the ſame wit todeviſe ſtratagems,the ſame handstoex- 
ecute them. All rhings ( as Eraſmns wittily ) have in them naturally a meanes of de- 
fence ; the Horſe heeles, Dog teeth, Oxe hornes, Porcupine quills, Bee ſting;Serpent |< 
poyſon;thoſe weaker creatures that cannot reſiſt, have either nimble feer ro out-run 
ns,0r wings toout-flie us : Only man is left naked : Yet ſo,as his furniture within can 
ſoon furniſhhim for without:Yetall Horſes,all wars,are not written holy; As there is 
[aſpirituallevillwar, ofche fleſh againſt the ſpirit : ſothere is atemporall of fleſh,a- 
gainſt fleſh,.V-de bel{se faith S. Tames. Militare propter predam,to fight fora booty, (faith 
Ambroſe ) 1s ſinne. That witty Alphonſus King of 4rragen ( to whom we are beholden 
for ſo many Apothegmes ) had for his Impreſea Pellican ſtriking her ſelfe in the breſt, 
| and feeding her young with the bloud ; withaword, Pro lege, & grege. All ware 
drawes blood : oft of the innocent part, maze; 19 qww-awe;', and thereforemuſt never 
be but pro /ege, for Religion ; or pro grege, for the Common-wealth. And as it hath 
| theſe two grounds ; fo alſo twodireQors; Juſtice and Charitie. Juſtice, that requires | 
bothauthoritie in the menager,and innocence in menagiog ; Authoritie; A ſubordi- |D 
nate power 15 not capable of holy warre : He onely may ſay pro lege, that 15caſtos uiri- 
uſque tabule ; he only progrege, that is mul acoy £ If private men ſhall ſay, pro lege, or 
progrege, they are traitors, and not ſouldiers ; In them, as he ſaid to Alexandey. warre 
1s but theft and murder. Only Kingsare the publike Juſticers ofthe world :which can 
command peace, with their owne, and puniſh the breach of peace in others Inno- 
£ence. Wrong no man, faith 79.Bapt.That zos ex jure,is more than unchriſtian,bruitiſh. 
Charity ; whether in the intention ; Peace muſt be the end of war. Bel/arwine (aid 
this one thihg well, that war tothe Common-wealth is as 2»/zera Chirurg#: or, in the 
action ;, both of undertaking and ceſſation : undertaking ; according to the Jewiſh 
| proverbe, firſt we muſt inquireof Abel; and the heathen Poet could ſay, extrems nemo 
| 277-20 teptavit loco: no juſt war 1s 4xypvzres ; Ceſſation, upon juſt farisfaftion ; as Shel ses 
head raiſes the fiege of Abel: This is belnum Domini ; and Holineſſe is written upon the 
bells of theſe horſes of warre.. Such were the warres of that bleſſed Conſtantine, both 
T heodosij, Honorins,and all whom God wrote Holy,and made happy. Such were many 
| gallantPrinces of old perſwaded that thoſe warresof Paleſtine were:;who in a cunning 
wile were ſentto ger the Holy Land, thatin the meane time they might leeſe their 
owne : How many Councels were fummon'd, how many Armies levied, oneof 
200000 at once,by Pope Vrbansprocuremenhow many ſtreams of Chriſtian blood 
{pit to recover the landofthem thatmurdred Chriſt, which God had curſed to _ 
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Na CE RET RT TNT | 
fion,terram ſacerriman,in the Planting ſenſe ? Suchare thoſe thatare undertaken, coninns 
the ſcourge of Chriſtendome, the creature of Mahomer, that Turkiſh rok: = 
are thoſe that the Defender of the Chriſtian faith hath beenjuſtly provokedto under- 
rake againſt that Romiſh vſurper, Peters ſucceſſor in nothing, but in denying his Ma- 
ſter. The inclemencie of the late Pope labouring to foreſtall him in his jult throne 
and the abſurd pragmarticall impudencie ofthe preſent, in thatgroſſe prohibition of; 
favourable and naturall oath, for hisMjeſtiesſecurity,in a fort coun renancing rebcllion 
againſt his Perſon ; beſide thoſe ſhameleſſe libels of hisfators, tothe ſcorne of Gods 
Anointed, have ſeemed to ufurpe Samuels Meſſage, Yale, percute, demolire. To omir 
private motives;Pope Yrbaze in that his zealous Oration to the Councell of Cleremong | 
uſed no one reaſon to perſwade the world to draw their ſword againſt the Turkes 
which mightnotjuſtly be urged to Chriſtian Princes, to ſcale the walls of Rome.Doth 
he ſpeake of the Saracens prophaning of Jeruſalem? we parallel the ſhamefull profa- 
nations of the (piritaall Jeruſalem;rheir hearheniſme wasnever ſo idolatrons.Doth he 
ſpeak of abuſing the ſepulcher of Chriſt ? we parallel them withthe abuling of his fa- 
cred body. Doth he ſpeake of the cruelty of thoſe ſavages? we alſo may ſay of them 
Effunditur ſauguis Chrifiian, Chriſti ſanguine redemptus ec. neither need I feare to fa y 
with Inunins, that in this they are Trucis Truciozes. But] know what difference there is 
betwixt a Preacher,and an Herald :our title is Evangelizaztespacem;And tho the fyord. 
of the hand doth well, yerir is the {wordof the mouth, that muſt ſlay that Man of fin : 
Yet thisI dare fay, that if in the cauſe of God and his Church, thiswarre ſhould bee 
undertaken, Holizeſſeſhould be written upon our Horſes bridles; and,as we ſhall enter 
with fewer croſſes upon our breſts, than thoſe honeſt ſouldiers into their holy warre: 
ſobothour cauſe ſhould be more holy, and we ſhould returne with fewer crofles on 
our backes ; But I meddle not with this. There is a warre that we cannot ſhake oF: | 
Not with the perſon, but the corruptions of that foule Church : we have long waged | 
ir. God had neverany quarrel] npon earth, if this be not his. Our bleſſed forefarher*1: 
haye ſhed theirbloudin thus field, &are glorious:lerusſtirup our chriſtian courage to | 
this ſervice, uponour horſes heads ſhall be written holinefle ; uponours, glory and 
immortality. But take theſe horſes and bels altered(as fits better)by this writing from 
themſelves; what God writes1s done :; Write this man childleſle ; therefore he muſt | 
be ſo : Ie} doth norſo well comment upon-this place, Breake your plow-ſhares into 
ſivords,and your fithes into ſpears, Zvel 3.10. asMicah 4.3.They ſhall break theirfivords |. 
intomattocks,and their ſpeares into ſithes; Mattocks and ſithes the inſtruments of Pro- 
fit, one for the commadiries above the earth, the other for thoſe under it : which as I | 
rake it, would not be (o ſtrictly reſtrained tothe very time of Chriſts comming,when | 
there wasan umverſall peaceon earth, and che Temple of Tanvs was ſhut: as Cyril,Chry- 
ſoſtome, Eſebins, Hierovte,anderſtand it: rather itisaprophecie of that outward ard du- 
ring peace under the Gofpell, which all the true profefiors of it ſhould maintaine with 
themſelves. All nations,though fierce & ſterne of diſpoſition, yetif they once ſtoop ſin- | *#cſepeitors 
cerely tothe Goſpell,ſhall compoſe themſelves toafwectaccordancegandimploy their | manſctadinen 
united ſtrength to the ſervice of God: But how is this fulfilled ? Some in all ages have | Chriftianan. 
run forth into fury,8 troubled the common peace: It is rrue; but theſe are blanks, ſuch'| 25-59% & 
25upon whom God hathnort written holines. It is no hoping thar all horſes ſhalbe bri- | © 
dled, or all bridles written on. As grace, ſo peace is not inſuch fort univerſall, that all 
ſhould incline to it,on all conditions: Thereare fome bw »xyw Peace-haters: it is 
as poſſible to tame a waſp,as to inclinethem to peace: Such are the wilful Romanilts of 
our time(toomit Schiſmes) which willrather mingle heaven and earth rogether,than | 
remit one gainfull error, But what ever become of theſe Mamrzers,which doe thus cx- 
clude themſelves fromthe congregation of God, it were happy, if all rhe true and ac- 
knowleged ſons of the Church would admitthe inſcription of an holy peace. Alas, why 
| doe we that are brethren fall outfor our change of ſuits by the way ? and make thoſe 
quarrels deadly, which deſerve not tobe quarrels? Oh thar ſome blefſed Dove would 
bring an Olive of peace into this Arke of God!Whoisſo fir for this glorious ſervice,as 
our gracious peace-maker?Nemo me impure laceſſet,is a good Poſie : bur Beati pacifici, is a 
better.Let che Vice-gerent of him which isthe Prince ofpeace,as he wasmade forthe | | 
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eace ofthe walls, and proſperity ofthe gates of Sion, be thar Angelus pacis E[.33.7L6 IN 
| bis wildome and fveer moderation proceed to allay alltheſe unkindly ftormes of the 
Church, that weway hve to ſee that happy greeting of the Pſalm Iſt, Reghttonſneſſe and 
Peace have kiſſed eachother. And as this holdsin matter of judgement, ſo ofpra{tice to, 
Doyou ſee a looſe & lawlefſe man, wilfull in his deſires, unbridledin hisaffe&ions, nor. 
dinare tn his hfe TERNS wit to ſcoffe at his Creator, caring for nothing bur the 
| worſe part of himſelfe ? There isone of Zacharies horfes ; when Gods ſpirit breaths 
upon the ſole of this man, he is now another from himſelfe : Folinefſeto the Lorg js 
written upon his Bells. This was done ſometimes of old: Sautwas among the Prophers, 
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S2lomonand Mandſſes,gteat patternes of converſion: but rarely in reſpect ofthe dayes of 
the Goſpeil. What ſhould I ſpeak of 8. Paul2No ground would hold him, he runs chq. 
fingand foaming from Hieruſalem to Damaſcus ; of his Jaylor > of Mary Mazdilen ? Re. 
hold whole troupesof wild natures reclaimed, Eph.4.Coloff. 3. 4.2 .Who can deſpaire 
where God undertakes?Shew menever fo violent and deſperate a ſinner, let him bes 
obs wilde affe in rhe defart,or as Amos his horſe, that will run upon the rocks, 4moy 6.1 2, 
if Cod once take him in hand, thou ſhalt ſoone ſee that this horſe is fleſh; & not ſpirie, 
and ſhalt (ing De borahs, Vnewle cecidernnt, Indg. 5.22. or Tofhmahs, Submruabis, 10ſ.11.6, 
Now ſhalt thou ſee him ſtand quaking under the almighty handot Cod,ſothathemay 
write what he will in his bridle, yea in his skin. Andifthere be any ſuch headſtrong & 
reſtie ſteed here among us, let him know,that God will either break his ſtomack or his 
heart: Flagel|um equo,{aith Salomon; & it that will not ſerve,Col/idam inteequmum &- equitem, 
Ter.5 1.2 1.But alas, how rareare theſe examples ofreclamarion? Where jisthispowerof 
the Goſpell > Men continue beaſts ſtill, and with that filthy Gry/zs plead for the priyi- 
lege of their bcſtialiry. The ſins of men ftrive to ourface the glory of the Goſpell, 
What ſhall I ay tothis? Tfafter all theſe meanes,thou have no bridle, or thy bridle no 
inſcription, it is a fearefull doome of the Apoſtle :7f our Goſpel! be hid,zt as hid to them that 
| þeriſh. This much of the horſes 8 bels.Now from the pots and bowles, you ſhall ſee the 
| degrees 6f the Churches perfe&on:and ſee it, I beſeech you, without wearineſſe, with 
| intention. The pots of the Temple were ſeething veſſels for the uſe of ſacrifice: Theſe 
are the Prieſts themſelves here, for that there is a diſtinQtion made betwixt the Potsof 
the Lords houſe,and every por in 1er»ſaem. The ordinary Jew was every pot:therfore 
the Pots of the Lords houſe muſt be his Miniſters. Theſe under the Goſpel! ſhall be of 
| More honourable nſe;(as the bowles before the Altar)like as the Altarof perfumes was 
{ more 5nward,and of higher reſpe&t. The pots were of ſhining brafſe ;bowles of gold, 
\ 1 Kipg. 7. 50. It 15no brag to fay, that the Miniſterie of the Goſpell is more glorious 
chan that of the Law : Theleaſt in the kingdome of heayen, ( ſaithChriſt ) is greater 
| than Toh Baptiſt, Matth.1 1.11. The kingdome ofheaven, that is, the Church; notas 
| Auſten Terome,Bele, expound it, of the third heaven; for Chriſt would make an oppoli- 
tion betwixt the old and new Teſtament. 'The nor unlearned Jeſaite Maldonat, while 
he tax&th us for preferring every Miniſter of the Goſpell to 7ehy Bapriff, mendsthe 
matrerſowell, that he yerifies it of eyery perſon ; Minimns quiſque in Evangelio, that 
is qui Evangelinm recipit, Pager et illo;,not feeling how he buffers himſelfe : forif the 
 leaft of thoſe thar recertve the Goſpel], how much more theleaſt of thoſe that preach 
it 2 This 1s no arrogance. God would haye eyery thing'in the laſt Temple more 
glorions than in the firft, which was figured by the outward frame, more glorious 1 | 
Chriſts ime, than that of Salomon :; as that was beyond the Tabernacle. This 15 2 
betrer Teſtament, Heb.7. 22. That had the ſhadow, this the ſabſtance, Heb. 10. 
Underthis, is greater iflumination ; Eff#ndaw ſpiritum mexw, ſaith the Prophet; before, 
fome few drops diſtilled ; now a'whole current of graces ; Effundem. If therefore 
Tohn Bajtift were greaterthan the ſonnes of men, hecauſe they ſaw Chriſt tocome, he 
| pointed arhim.commiing ; otrs muſt needs'be more glorions, becauſe we ſee and 
point arhim now come, andfally exhibired. We willnot conteſt with the Leviticall 
Prieſthood, for coſt of clothes, for pricevf veſſels; tetthe Church of Rome emulate 
| this Pompe, (which caresnor if ihe have golden veſſels, though ſhee have leaden 
| Prieſts, ) we envy it not; but for inwardgraces, forlearning, knowledge, power of 
teaching, there isnoleffe difference, thanbetwixrthe porsof the Temple, and COW: | 
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Part y 
Al of the Altar : God ſayes of them in way of rejection, Now ef? miki voluntas 3 wobis, 
| Mal.t.Hence the Prieſt-hood of the new Law is Levi refined, Mal. 3.3. Et prgabit filios 
| L223; which H3erome not unlikely, interprets of the miniſterie of the Cofpell: They 
| are the ſonnes of Lez3, which fignifles Copwlation;, quia homines cum Deo copulant ; but 

of Levi purged, and purged as gold : As much difterence betweene them, as betwixr 
gold in rhe Ore,andinthe wedge.Hence is double honour challenged to the Evange- 
icall Miniſtery, yea, and given : Yee received me,faith 8. Par/, asan AngellofGed, 
yeaas Chriſt Jeſus,Gad. 4. 14. Hence the Angell,of himſelfe to Jobs, Iam thy fellow- 
ſeryant. Woe be to them therefore which ſper in the faces of thoſe whom God hath 
honoured : It is Gods ſecond charge, this of his Prophets : His firſt is, Toych #ot 
mine 8nointed ; his ſecond, Hurt ot my Prophets. And if one diſgracefull word ſpo- 
ken but by rude children to a Prophet of the old Teſtament, coſt ſo many throats, 
Godbe mercifufl ro thoſe dangerous and deadly affronts that have beene,and are dai- 
ly offered to the Prophets of the new : What can we ſay, but with the women of Te- 
koah, Serva 0 Rex. We blefſe God that we may bemoane our ſelves tothe tender and 
indulgent earesofa gracious Soveraigne,ſenſible of theſe ſpirituallwrongs ; whoyer 

(we know)may well anſwer us with 7acobs queſtion, A /oco De3ego ſureIt grieves me 
to thinke and ſay of our ſelves, that for a great part of this, Perdiiio 114 ex ie. Woe to 
thoſe corrupted ſonnes of Heli, which through their infufficiency and unconſciona- 
bleneſſe, have powred contempt on their owne faces. That proud fugitive Campiar 
ccald ſay, Miniſiris illorum nihil viliw,ec. As Hallly as ſpightfully.Let heaven and earth 
witneſſe, whether any Nation in the world can afford ſo learned, fo glorious a Clergy. 
But yet,among ſo many pots ofthe Temple, it isno maryell if ſome be dric for want 
of liquor, others ruſty for want of uſe, others full ofhquor without meat, others ſo 
full ofmeart that they want liquor. Letthe Lords anointed, whoſeexample and in- 
couragements have raiſed eyen this divine learning to this excellent perfection, by 
his gracious countenance, diſpell contempt from the profefors of it, and by his effe- 
&uall endeyours removethe cauſesof this contempt. _ WO 
But asevery Chriſtian under the Goſpell is a Prieſt and Prophet, let the people bee 
theſe pots, or the offetings of the people. Thar ſhall be in reſpett of the frequence,or 
fragrance,according to the double acception of that particle of compariſon (Cami(ra- 
chim)as the bowles; for number, orqualitie. For the frequence. A few ſeerhing pots 
ſerved the ſacrifice ; but bowles they uſed many : what for the uſe of the Alcar of in- 
cenſe, what for the receiving of the blood of the ſacrifice, $/omon made an 100 of 
gold. Now then faith God, in the dayesof the Goſpel], there ſhall bee ſich ſtore of 
oblations to God, that rhe number of the pots ſhall equalize the number of the 
bowles of the Altar : not unlike,becauſe ofthe following words; Every pot in Jeru- 
falem ſhall be faine to be employed to the ſacrifices, This frequence then, is either 
of the officers,or offerings; perſons,or atts. For the perſons; they were few in compa- 
riſon,under the Law. All Paleſtize,which comprehends all their officers, except ſome 
few Proſelytes, was but(as Jerome, which was 2 Lieger there, reckons 1t)an 160 miles 
long from Dar to Beerſheha, and 46 miles broad from Topps to Bethleem. Now the par- 
rition wall is broken downe, all nations under heaven yeeld franke offerers to the 
Altar of God. There was no offering then but at Jeruſalem : Do TRE 15every 
where. So nuch therefore asthe world 15 wider than Judea,fo much as Chriſtendome 
is larger than the walles of the, Temple ; ſo many more officers hath the Goſpell than 
rhe Law. Andir were well, if there were as many,as they ſeeme. If but as many as all 
the world overoffer their preſence to Godsſervice on Gods day(leave thoſe that ſpend 
It1n theStewes and Tavernes,to him whom they ſerve)were true offerers, how rich 
| would the Altar be, andthe Temple how glorious ? But alas, if God wiil bee ſerved; 
| with mouthes full ofoathes, curſes, bitterneſſe, with heads full of wine, wih-eyes full 
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of luſt,with hands full ofblood, with backs full ofpride, with patichesfull of olutto- 
nie, with foules and lifes full ofhorrible ſins, he may have offerers as many as men : 
clſeas Eſay, relifa et in nrbe Pore ;a few pots will hold our ſacrifices: and what is 
this, bur through our wilfall diſobedience, to crofſe him which hath (aid, thatin this 
day the potsof the Temple ſhall be as the bowles of the Altar.The a& or commodity | 
| | - 15 
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is offerings 3 whether outward, or inward. Ihe outward fulfilled in thoſe large en-[1, 
| 


dowments of the Church, by our devour and bounrifall predecefſors. What \ Hg 
reyenues, rich maintenances were then put into (mort-maine) the dead hand ofthe 
| Church ? Lawes were faine to reſtraine the bounty of thoſe contributions (the 
grounds whereof I examine not ) in ſtead of Moſes his proclamation, Nequis facito de- 
znceps opws ad oblationem SanFnariz, ſatis enim eſt, sdecque ſupereſt, Exod. 6.6.1hen mon, 
Domini,mons pinguis : but now the Chnrch may cry with the Propher, My lcanneſle, 
my leanneſſe. For ſhame,why ſhould facrilegecroud in with religion?why ſhouldour 
better knowledge findus lefle conſcionable? O injurious zeale of thoſe men, which 
| think the Church cannot be holy enough, unleſſe the beg. Ir hath beene faid of old, 
| That Religion bred wealth, and the daughter eatup the mother : 1 know nor, ifthe 
daughter deyoured the mother;I am ſure theſe men would deyour both daughrer and 
mother:Men of yaſt gorges,and inſatiable. Our Saviour cryed out againſt the Scribes 
and Phariſes, yet they deyoured but widowes houſes, poore low cottages : but theſe 
gulfes of men, whole Churches ; and yet the ſepulchers of their throats are open for 
more. I can tell them of a mouth that is wider than theirs, andtharis the Prophets,os 
infernt « Therefore Hell hath inlarged it ſelfe, and hath opened his mouth, without 
meaſure : and their glory, and their pompe, and he that rejoyceth in it, ſhall deſcend 
into it,Eſa.5.r 4. Inthe meane time, Oh that our Sa-ſos would pull this hony of the 
Church out ofthe jawes of theſe Lyons ; orifthe cunning conveyances of ſacrilege 
have made that impoſlible,ſince 1t ltesnot now entire in the combes, but is let downe 
and digeſted by theſe raveners, let him whoſeglory iris got tobe Pater Patr3e only, 
but Pater Eccleſre, provide that thoſe few pots we have, may ſtill feeth, and that ifno- 
thing will be added, nothing can be recoyered, yet nothing may be purloyned from 
the Altars of God. But theſe outward offerings were but the types of rhe inward: |C 
\ What cares God for the blood or fleſh of bullocks, rams,goats ? Noz deleGaris ſacrificio| 
| ee Ty von vislaith Devid:what then? The ſacrifice of God is a contriteſpi- 
| rit,a broſ&n heart, Our humiliation is ſacrificinm pemrtentie, our new obedience is ſ4- 
| crificiarns Juſtitie, our thankfull commemorarions are ſacrificinm laudis. Theſe are the 
| oblations which as they ſhall bee frequent under the Goſpell, ſo moſt fragrant unto 
God:and this is that laſt, and perhaps moſt proper ſenſe, wherein the fleſh-pors ofthe 
facrifices ernvt ſicut aromata, {hall be as perfumes in the bowles of incenſe. A lively fa- 
crific2 1s well matcht with haly and acceprable. When Nosh ſacrificed to God after 
| the Deluge, it is aid God ſmelt a favour of reſt, alluding to his riame: but now the {a 
| crifices we offer are ;oun vaHga favour of fweetneſſe:fo that the ſame favour that Chriſts 
oblation had, Fpheſ.5.2. the ſame have our offerings, PLi/ip.4.18. Gods children,out of 
the conſcience of their owne weakneſſes; are eafily diſcouraged in the yaſuation of|D 
| their owne obedience. As therefore they can ſay of their perſons, with Mephiboſheth, 
What is thy ſervant?ſoof their ſervices, as Ph#/zp laid of the five loaves and two fiſhes, 
«502 mire nw, Alas, whatare theſe?But they & their offerings cannotbe ſo baſe rothem- 
 ſelves,as they are precious to God. There is no ſenſe thar gives ſo lively a refreſhing to 
the ſpirits, as thatof ſmelling : no ſinell can yeeld fotrue and feeling delight tothe 
ſenſe, as the offerings of our penitence, obedience, praiſe, ſendup into the noſtrils of 
the Almighty. Hence as the Church can ſay of Chriſt, He is asa bundle of myrrh lying 
| between herbreaſts; ſo he againe of her in that heavenly Epithalamion,Thy plants arc 
as an Orchard of Pomegranates, with ſiveet fruits, as cypres,ſpicknard Gaffron calamus, 
and cinamon,with all the trees of incenſe, myrrh, andaloes, with all the chiefe ſpices, 
Cart.q.13.Let this therfore comfort us, againſt our imperfe&ions;If we be pots of the 
Lords houſe, thoſe faint ſtreams rhat we ſendup, ſhall be as ſweet, as the beſt incenſe 
ofthe bowlesof the Alrar,8 God faies tous,as to Cormelius, Thy praiers & thine almes 
are come up,AZ.1o.And how are they come up2Like pillarsof ſmoke perfumed with 
myrrh8 incenſe,& with all the chiefe ſpices,Ca#7.3.6,I ay if we be pots of the Lords 
houſe ; for if we be Fgyptian fleſh-pors, that reekeof the ſtrong-ſmelling onions and| 
grrlike ofour owne corruptions ; If we be Ezechzels bloody pots, whoſe ſcumme or(4s 
| the yulgar)whoſle raft is in them,Ezec.24.Ifwe boile with laſt, ifwith revenge,if with 
ambition ; I can fay no other of us, than the ſonnes of the Prophets ſaid of theirs, 
ed, | | Mors 
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Part Zo T1 be Fmpreſe of God. 419 | 
A| Mors in ola, Death 1s in the pot ; a double death, of body, and foule. Ir is arrue ſpeech 

of Origen, Peccatim off putidi odoris : No carion is fo noiſome. Alas, what fayours are 
ſent up to God from tho(e, that would ſeeme not only ports of the Temple,burbowles 
ofthe Alrar ? How unſavoury isthe pride, prophaneneſſe, riotouſnefle, oppreſſion, 
beaſtiineſſe of our times ? It were happy if the Court were free : and as it receives 
more ({weet influences of favour, than all other places; ſo,thatit returned backe more 
fragrant obedience : thatas it is ſaid of Maries ſpicknard, wherewith ſhee anointed 
Chriſt, tharthe whole houſe was filled with the favour of the ointment, 7oh. 12-3. fo 
che whole world might bee full of the pleaſant perfumes of vertuous example, that 
mighr ariſe from hence. Burt alas,the painted faces, and manniſhneſſe, and monſtrous 
diſguiſedneſſe of rhe one ſex, the fattious hollowneſſe, prodigallg#iſhneſſe, wanton 
pampering, exceſſe in ourreſpeCt to our ſelves, defe&s in our reſpets to God in the 
other, argue too well, that roo many of us ſayour more like the golden ſockets of the 
holy lights, than the bowles of the Altar ; God cannot abide theſe ill ſenrs. The five 
Cicies of the plainesſenrup ſuch poyſonons vapours roGod, that he ſent them downe 
brimſtone againe with their fire. That which hell is deſcribed by, is ſent downe from 
Heaven, becauſe that ſuch Felliſh exhalations aſcend from chem, ro heaven. How 
ſhould the ſinnes of Sodome not expect the judgements of Sodome ? Well might che 
[ewes feare, becauſe rhey would not be ſerviceable caldrons unto God, that therefore 
hey ſhould be the fleſh, and their Cicie the caldron,Exzec. 11.2. Well may we feare it, 
who have had ſo ſenſible proofes. as of the favours,loof the judgements of God : and 
happy fhall ir be for us, if we can fo feare, that our feare may prevent evils. Ler theſe 
pots of ours therefore ſend up ſweer fumes of contrition, righteouſheſſe, thankſpi- 
ving,into the noſtrils of Gad ; and the ſmoke of his diſpleaſure, wherewith coales of 
cternall fice are kindled againſt his enemies, ſhall nor come forth of his noſtrile a- 
gainſt us ; Hee ſhall ſmell a favour of reſt fromus; we a ſavour of peace and life from 

him : which God for his mercy fake,and for his ſonne Mriſts ſake, vouMulafe 
ro grant us. To whom with the Father, and the holy Ghoſt, off 
glorious God, bee given all praiſe, honour, and 
glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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ded I beard a great voice from heaven, ſ:ying, Behold the Toberwacle of God is with men, and 


FARE WEL 


SERMON. 


Kava. 2t. 4. 


he wo dwell with thew, and they ſhall be his people, and Gol himſ-Ifs ſhall bee their God © 

W37D 1208. 

4nd Gol ſhall wive away all teares from their cies, and there flall be no more death  acither ſor- 
row, ror crying, wether ſhall there be awy more peine . for the firſt things are paſſed. An hee 

that fate upon the throwe ſaid ; Behold, Tmake all things new. 


202, T i5no wonder, if thisplace, as it is( for the preſent) the 
Bd} Well-headof forrow toall Chriſtendome, have ſenr forth | 
Wy abundance of waters of teares. And perhaps, youmay ex- | 
| pe, that as che trumpers of our late heavy funerall-ſo- | 
Gt; lemnitic, ſounded baſeſt and dolefulleſt, at the laſt, ſomy | 
S >|* | ſpeech being the laſt publite breath of chis ſad diſſolving 
PAYS | Family, ſhould bee moſt paſſionately forrowfull. And 
>| ſarely I could cafily obtaine ofmy ſelfe, 'our of the bitter-| 
FA »ov>eo$ Wy nefſe of my ſoule, toſpend my (elfe inlamentarions, and 
to breake up this aſſembly, in the violent expreſſions of that griefe, wherewithour 
heartsare already broken : but I well conſider, that we ſhall carry ſorrow enough 
home with us,in my ſilence ; and that 1t1s both more hard, and more neceffary for us, | 


. 
- 


LAs 


| 


' 


| pation of this Royall Family. Then, thelaſt day of our publike and joynt mourning. | 


to be led forth to the waters of comfort. And becauſe our occaſions of griefe are 
ſach,as no earthly tongue canreleeve us, nornoearthly object, A voice from heaven 
ſhall doe ir, and avoice leading us from earth to heaven, Aud Ikeard aveice from heg- 
Ven,eNc. f 


This day is a day of note for three famous periods. Firſt, it is the day of the difſi- 


Laſtly, the day of the alteration and renewing of our ſtate, and courſe of life, wir 
the New-yeere. All theſe meer in this Text with their cordialls, anddivine reme- 


OT - % -. 
eo $ Cas _— 


dies; Ourdiſfipationand diffolurion in theſe words, Behold the Tabernache of Golis with 
men. Our monrning, God ſhall wipe awayall teares, &c. Our change of eſtate, BeholL, 
I will make all thier new. I muſt crave leave to glide thorow all of theſe with much 
ſpeed, and (for the better conveniencie of our diſcourſe)thorow the firſt, laſt. 


My ſpeech therefore ſhallasit were climbeup theſe ſix ſtaires of doctrine. 
| Oo 2 * 5:1 1- fo. OT 
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A Farewell Sermon, &c. 


1. That here 0 ur cies are full of teares : how elſe ſhould they be wip't away : hens | 
all, unlefſe many ? [= 
2. Thar theſe t cares are from ſorrow z and this ſorrow from death,and toyle, our 
of the connexion of all theſe. . i | 
3- That God will once free us,both from teares which are the effeCt of ſorrow,ang 
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from toyle and death, which are the cauſes of it. | 
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4. That this our frcedome muſt be upon a change 3 for that the firſt things are 
paſſed. 1 
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5. That this change ſhall be in our Renovation. Behold T make all things new, | 
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6. That this renovation and happy change ſhall be in our perperuall fiviticn cf 
the inſeparable preſence of God, whoſe Tabernacle {hall be with men. | 

As thoſe grounds thatlie low are commonly mooriſh, this baſe part of the worlg 
wherein we live, is the vale of teares, That true Bochim, as the Ifraclitescalled their|p 
rn mourning-place:We begin our life with teares, & therefore our Lawyers define life, | 


by weeping ; ifa child were heard cry, it isalawfull proofe of his living : elſe if he 
| be dead, we ſay he is ſtill-borne:and atour parting G od finds teares 1n our ejes, which 
he ſhall wipe off. So we find it alwayes, not onely ( ny ThE Jatime of we eping, 
104930. | bur(\V2v) of folemne mourning,as $2o#709 puts them rogerher, Eel. 3.4. Except 
| webeinthatcaſethat Davidand his people were in,(and Teremie ayes the ſame in his 
Lamentations,of the Jewes)that they wept till they could weepe nomore : Hereare 
teares at our devotion; The Altar covered with teares, Mal.2.T cares in the bed, Dgvid 
watered his couch with teares, Pſal.6. Teares tro waſh with, as Maries. Teares to eat, 
Pſ41.42.3. Teares todrinke, Pſal. 80. yea drunkennefle with teares, Eſay 1 6.9.This is 
our deſtiny as weare men, but more as weare Chriſtians, Toſow in Teares;and God| 
loves theſe wet ſeed-times; they are ſeaſonable for us here below : Thoſe men there- 'C 
( fore are miſtaken, that think to goe toheaven with dry e yes,and hope toleape imme- 
diately out of the pleaſures of earth, into the Paradiſe of God; inlulting over the drou- 
ping eſtate of Gods diſtreſſed ones. As Terome,and Bede, ſay of Peter,thar he could not 
weepe while he was in the High Prieſts walls, ſo theſe men cannor weep where they 
have offended. Bur let them know that they muſt haye a time of teares, and if they 
doe not begin with teares, they ſhafend withthem ; Woe be to them that laugh,for 
they thall weepe ; and if they will not weepe, and ſhake their heads here, they ſhall 
weepe and waile, and gnaſh their teeth hereafter : Here muſt be teares,and rhat good 
ſtore : All reares; as rivers are called the tearesof the Sea; { >» »221 110b 38.ſomult 
our tearesbe the riyers of our cies, Pſat. x 19.136. andour cles fountaines, Zr. g. 1. 
Here muſt be teares of penirence, teares of compaſlion, and will be teares of ſorrow: 
Wellare thoſe wo met thereforezteares and ſorrow: for though ſome ſhed teares for 
Greg:Niſ.orat. | [Pight, others for joy, as Cyprians Martyrs, Gandinm pectoris lackrymis exprimentes : yet 
commonly tearesare the juyce of a mind preſſed with griefe;And as well doe teares, 
andcrying.,and forrow,accompany deathzeicher in the ſuppoſition,or the deniall;For 
as worldly ſorrow (even in this ſenſe) cauſeth death, by drying the bones, and conſii- 
ming the body : ſo death eyer lightly, is ajuſt cauſe of forrow ; ſorrow to nature in 
our ſelves, forrow to ours. Andasdeath is the terribleſt thing, ſoit isrhe ſaddeſt thing, 
that befals a man. Nature could ſay in the Poet, Qis matrem3n funere nati Flere velat f 
Lt ns yea Cod himſelf allowed his holy Prieſts, topoliute rhemſelyes in mourning, for their 
neereſt dead friends, except the High Prieft; which was forbidden it in figure. And 
the Apoſtle while he forbids che Theſſalonians to mourne, as without hope,deth 1121 
| fort command their teares, buthbar their immoderarion. It was not without a ſpecial! | 
reference ro a judgement, that God fayesto Ezechiel,Sonneof Man, behold I will take|E 
from thee the pleaſure of thy hfe with a plague, yet ſhaltthouneither mourne nor 
{ WCepe,neither ſhall thy teares run downe. So fit did the Jewes hold teares for Func- 
| rals,that they hired mourners, which with incompoſed geſtures ran up and downe 
the ſtreets, Eccl. 12.who did alſo cut and lancethemſelves, that they might mourne 1 
earneſt, 7er. 16. That good natur'd Patriarch 7/aac,mourned three yeeres for bis 10- 
ther, as the Chizeſes doe at this day for their friends. Zzr0b mournedtwo and twenty 
yeares for Toſeph:and there want not ſome, which haye thought Adam and Eve mour- 
TR Dae en ne 
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A Farewell Serman;. &*c, 


Aſnedanioo yearcs for Abe! : but, whoknowecs-not-:the watlings of :4bel-z7ijzraw for 
Toſeph ; af the valley of Megidon for Tofrah 2 And. if evecany corps deſerved to fyim 
whole 1azd, yeaof the whole Church-ot God, yea of che whole world, Jitfely calls 
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for it, andtruly harh ir. rt el omega oo tenth os egy 
O xeexry our {weer, Prince, our {fweet Prince Herr, theiſecond glory.of our Na- 
tion, ornament of mankind, hope of poſterity, and -life of our life, : how doe all 
hearts bleed, and ejcs worthily gath our, : for thy-lofle ! A lofſſe, that we had neither 
grace tO teare, nor haye capacity to. conceive. Shall 'T praiſe him to you, who. are: 
therefore now miſerable, becauſe youdid know 'nim fo well? I forbeare ir, though:| 
romy paine ; If I did not {pare you, I could not fo ſwiftly paſſe over the-name, arid | 
the vertues of that glorious Saint, our deare Maſter, or the aggravation of that lofle; | 
whereof you are too ſen{ible: my trae commileration {hallcommand me ſilence: yer 
I could not but touch our fore (with this light hand) tho yet raw and blceding : | 
Death (eſpecially ſucha death) mult have ſorrow and rearcs ; All Nations, all ſuc- | 
ceſſion of times ſhall beare apart with us in this 'amentatien : Andif weconldbur | 
as heartily have prayed for him before, as we have heartily wept for him ſince ; Per- 
[haps we had not had.this cauſe of mourning. From forrow, let us deſcend to paines 
(which is no ſmall cauſe of crying and teares) asI feare ſome of us muſt : the word 
howlſoever it is here tranſJared, is (m»S ) labour; I mutt confetie, labour andpaine are | 
neere one another; whence we ſay, that he which labours, takes paines ; and contra- 
rily, that a woman 15 1n Jabour, or trayell, when ſhe jsin the paine of child-birth; 
[t2ares cannot be wip taway whiles toyle remaines; That the Iſraelites may leave 
crying, they muſt be delivered from the brick-kilnes of i'gypt. Indzed, God had in 
our creation allotted us labour, withont paine ; but when once finne came into the 
ſoule, paine ſeized upon the bones,and rhe mind was poſlefied with 4 wearineſſe.and 
irkſome loathing of what it muſt doe: and eyer ſince, forrow and labour haye beene 
inſeparableattendants upon the life of man : Inſomuchas God, when he would de- 
ſcribe tous the happy eſtate of the dead,does it in thoſe termes, They ſhall reſt from 
their labours : Look into the field, there you ſhall-ſee toyling at the plough and firhe. 
Looke into the waters, there you ſee tuggingatthe oares and cabels. Looke into 
the City, there youlee plodding in the ſtreers, ſwearing inthe ſhops. Looke into 
the ſtudies, there you ſee fixing of cies, tolling of bookes, ſcratching the head, pale- 
nefſe, infirmity. Look into the Court, there you ſee redious attendance, emulatory 
officiouſnefſe. All things are full of labour, and labour is full of ſorrow. Ifwe doe | 
nothing, idlenefle is weariſome ; if any thing, worke is weariſome ; in one or both of 
theſe, the beſt of life is conſumed. Whonow can be in love with a life, that hath no- 
thing in it butcrying, and teares,in the entrance ; death,in the concluſion; labour and 
paine 1n the continuance; and ſorrow in all theſe .? Whar Gally-ſlave but we would| 
be in love with our chaine ? what priſoner would delight in his dungeon ? How hath 
our infidelity beſotted us, if we doenot long after that happy eſtate of our immorta- 
lity, wherein all our teares ſhall be wip't away ; and we at once free from labour, for- 
row, and death ? Now, as1t1s yaine to hope for this till then ; ſo thennot to hope| 
for it, ispaganiſh and brurith. He that hath tasked us with theſe penances, hath| 
undertaken toreleaſe us. Golſhall wipe away all trares. Pſal-56. 


© 


While we ſtay here, he keepesallour teares1na bottle, fo precious is the water thatis 
diſtilled from penirenr eies;and becauſe he will beſure not rofaile, he notes how many 
drops there be, in his regiſter. It was a pecious ointment, wherewith the woman in 
the Phariſes houſe (it is thought Mary Magdalen) anointed the feer of Chriſt : but her| cuke.7.35; 
teares wherewith ſhe waſht them, were more worth than her ſpiknard.But that which 
is here precious, is there unſcaſonable ; then he ſhall wipe away thoſe which here he 
would fave. As death, fo paſſions are the companions of infirmitie ; Whereupan ſome 
that have beene too nice, have called thoſe which were incident into Chrilt, Propaſſi- 
ons;not conſidering that he which was capable ofdeath,might be as well of paſſions. 
Theſe troubleſome affettions of griefe, feare,and ſuch like,doe not fall into gloritied 
ſoules. It is true, that they have love,defire, joy in their greateſt perfeCtion:yeathey 
: | . Oo 3 could 
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| cannot grieve, we cannot beafflicted. Here oneſayes, My belly, my'belly, wich the 


| his travels;why are we not now ambitious of following him to his berter crowne; yea 


: A Farewell Sermon, mY 


could nothave perfe&tion without them ; but like asGod loves, and hates, and rejoy. 


1” III 


ces truly, but in a manner of his owne, abſtracted from all infirmity, andpatlion :{ 
doe his glorified Saints inimitation of him. There therefore,as we cannot die, ſ@we 


Prophet z another, Mine head, mine head, with the Shunamires ſonne ; another, My 


JOy-!A| 


PE OMNI aan: 
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ſonne, my ſonne, as David; another, My father, my father, with Eh/ha. One cryes.our 
of his fins, with David; another of his hunger, with Eſa; another of an illwife, wich 
Tb; another, of treacherous friends, with che Pſalnuſt E One ofa fore in body, with 
Ezechiar ; another ofa troubled ſoule, with our Saviour in the garden; every one hath 
ſome complaint, or other, to make his cheeks wet, and his-heart heavy. Stay but a 
while, and there ſhallbe none of theſe : There ſhall be noctying, no complaining in 
the ſtreets of the new Jeruſalem : Noaxe, no hammerſhallbe heard within this hea- 
venly Temple. Why are we not content to weepe herea while, oncondition that 
we may weepe nomore 2 Why are we not ambitious of thisbleffed cafe 2 Certainly, 
we doe not ſmart enough with our evils, that we are not deſirous of reſt ; Theſe teares 
are not yet dry, yetthey are ready to be overtaken by others, for our particular affi- 
fions. Miſeries,as the Plalmiſt compares them, are like waves, whichbreake one up- 
on another, and toffe us with a perpetuall vexation; and we vaite men, ſhall wenot 
wiſhto be in our heaven? Are we fick, andgrievetothinkof remedy ? Are we ſtill 
dying, and are we loth to thinke of life ? Oh this miſerable unbeleefe, thattho we ſee 
a glorious heaven above us, yet we are unwilling to goe to 1t : we ſee a weariſome 
world about us, and yet are lothto think of leaving it : T his gracious maſter of ours, 
whoſe diſſolution is ours, while he was here amongſt us, hisprincely crowne conldnot 


keepe his head from paine, his golden rod couldnot drive away his fevers ; now ishe 


glory, amongſt the Angels and Saints ; now he walkes in white robes, and attendson 
the glorious bridegroome of the Church; and doe we think he would be content now, 
forall the Kingdomes of the world,to be as he was? We that profefſe it was our joy and 
honour to follow him, whitherſoever he had gone ; In his difports, in his warres, in 


of reigning together with him, (for heaven admits of this equality) in that glory, 
wherein he reignes with his Saviour andours? Why doe we not now heartily, with 
him that was raviſhed into the third heaven fay,Cupiodiſſelvi &> eſſe cumChrifto,not bare- 
ly to be diffolved ; a malecontent may doe ſo; but therefore to be diffolyed, thatwe 
may be with Chriſt, poſſeſſed of his everlaſting glory, where we ſhall not onely not 
weepe,but rejoyce and fing Heallelviahs for ever; notonely not die, but enjoy ableſſed 
and beayenly life. Even fo Lord Jefus come quickly. Now if any man ſhall akc| 
the Diſciples queſtion : Maſter,when ſhall theſe things be:the celeftiall voice rels him, 
It muſt be upon a change ; For the firft things arepeſſed ; It ſhall be in part, ſo ſooneas<- 
ver our firſt things, our life, the condition ofour mortality are paſſed over; It ſhallbe 
fully, whenthe firſt things of the world arepaſſed ; Paſſed not by abohrion, butÞy 
 1mmutation, as that Father faid well ; Not the frame of the world, bur the corruption 
| ofthat frame muſt paſſe. The Spirit of God is not curious, he calls thoſe things firſt, 

which were onely former ; tiotin reſpect ofthe ſtate which is, but that which ſhall be; 
For thoſe things which were firſt of all, were like their Maker : gaod,not capable of 
deſtruction : Our ſinnes tainted the whole creation, and brought ſhame upon all 
theframe of heaven, and carth : That which we did, ſkall be difanulled, tharwhich 


| things are paſſed, our offices, our penſions, our hopes, our favours, and (which we c- 
ſteemed moſt) our ſervicesare gone : Letthis laſt diffolution comfort us againit che 
preſent. Who can grieve to ſee a familie diffolved, that conſiders the world muſt be 
difolyed?This little world of OUrs, firſt, whereof this day ofves us an image » for aSOUTr 
{ervice, ſo our life muſt away ; andthen that great one, whoſe diſſolution is = 
ſenredin theſe. The difference is, thatwhereasthis diſſolution brings teares to ome 


cies, that wipes them away from all : forall our teares, and ſorrow, and toyle, 21d 
| : cry1ng-} 
I IS , : Bs | © a— 


freed fromall his aches, agues, ſtirches, convulſions, cold fweats : now he triumphsin'C 


God did,ſhall ſtand for ever ; andrhis diffolution ſhall be our glory : other diffohu!-\ 
ons ſtrike teares into our eyes ; as this day is witneffe : iris our ſorrow that the firlt|* 
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| IYINg, and dearh,are tor our ſins; rake away corruption, and miſery goesaway with - 
it,and till chen, it will never be removed:No mas pmte vew wine into old veſſ/;rauch leffe 


will God pur the new wine of glory,into the old veſfeils ofcorruption : They are out 
ſinnes, Which as in particular they have rob'd ns of our Prince, changed out feaſons, 
ſwept away thouſands with varieties of deaths, loin general, they havedeformedrhe 
facc of heaven andearth, and made all the Creation ſigh andgroane,andftillmake us 
incapable of rhe perfection of our blefſedneſſe ; for white the firſt things continue, 
there muſt needs be teares,and ſorrow,and death. Let us therefore look upon heaven 
and earth as goodly creatures; but,asblemiſhed,as tranſitory,as thoſe which we ſhall 
once ſee more glorious. Let us looke upon our ſelyes with indignation, which have | 
thus diſtained them ; andas thoſe which after ſome terme of their cotrage expired, 
are aſſured they ſhall have a marble palace built for thew,doe long after the rime pre- 
fixed them, and thinke the dayes and monerhs pace ſlowly away, till then; fo terus 
earne(tly defire rhe day of the diffolurion of this great houſe of the world, that wee | 
may have our conſummation inthe new heaven. For fo ſoone as cycr the old is paſt, 
Bcho!d( ſaith God) Iwill make all things new. Yea, the paſſage of the one, is the renew- 
in; ofthe other : As rhe Snake 1s renewed, not by putting on any new coat, bur by 
leaving his{lough behind him : the gold 1s purified, by leaving his drofſe inthe fire; 
Thereforc he addes, not,T wi, but, 7 dot make &{ xew; and becauſe this is a great work, 
behold a great Agent; He that ſate upon the Throne ſeid, Bebold I makg all new. = 

A Throne fignihes Majeſty, and fitting permanence or perperuitie : God ayes, 
Heaven is myThrozc, in the Palme : but as $4Jomons throne of ivory and gold, was the | 
beſt peece of his houſe ; So Gods throne 15 the moſt glorious heaven, the heaven of| 
heavens ; for you ſec that tho heaven and earth paſſe away, yet Gods throneremain'd 
ſtill, and he fitring on 1t; neither finne nor diſſolution, may reach to the Empyreall 
heaven, the ſeat of God. Ef cpm 
Here is aſtatc worthy ofthe King of Kings; Al the thrones of earthly Monarchs, 
arc bur peeces of his foot-ſtoole. And as his throne js majeſticall and permanent, ſo 
is his reſidence 1n 1t ; He ſate## the throws. 8. Stephen (aw him ſtanding, as it were ready 
for his defence and protection : $. Toba ſees him fitting (as our Creed alſo runnes ) in 
regard of his inalterable glory. How brittle the thrones of earthly Princes are, and 
how they doe rather ſtand than fit in them, and how ſlippery they ſtand too, we feele 
this day, and lament. O Lord,eſtabliſh the throne of thy ſervant our King,and ler his 
ſeed endure for ever. Let histhrone be as the Sunne before thee for evermore ; and 
asthe Moone a faithfall witneſſe in heaven, But howſoever it bee with our earth- | 
ly Gods, ofhis Kingdome there is noend.: Here is a maſter for Kings, whoſe glory | 
it 15, to riſe ip fromrtheir thrones, and throw downe their Crownes at his feer, and 
to worſhip beforc his foot-ſtoole. 

Be wije therefoye,O ye Kings :, be learned ye Rulers of the earth « ſerve this Lord in feare, and 
rejoyce in him with trembling. o7 

Yea behold here (ſince we have the honour to ſerve him,whom Kings ferve)a roy- | 
all Maſter for us ;It was one of our ſinnes,I feare,that we made oar Mafter,our God; 
I meane, that wemade fleſh our arme ; and placed that confidence in him, for our 
earthly ſtay, which wee ſhould have fixed in heaven : Ourtoo much hope hath lefe 
us comfortleſſe : Oh that we could now make Godour Maſter, and truſt himfo much | 
the more, as we have leſle in earth totruſt to. There is no ſervice tothe King of hea- 
ven;for borh his throneis everlaſtmg andunchangeable,and his promotions certaine | 
and honourable: He that ſits onthe Throne hath faidit;To hin#that overcomes will T give 
20 ſit with m:in my throne ;,00:148 I overcame and ſit with my Father in his throze. Behold, 
yeeambitions (pirits, how ye may truly riſe tomore than eyer the ſonnes of Zebegee 
(deſired to aſpire to : ſerving is the way to reigning ; ſerve him that fits vpon the 
Throne, and ye ſhall ſit your ſelves upon the Throne with him. 


. 


This is the Agent; the at is fit for him, I make alt things yew. Even the very Turks] 
in their Alcoran, can ſubſcribe tothat of Tertul/ian, 21 potrat facere, poteſt &: reficere-\ 
[ feare ro wrong the holy Majeſty with my rude compariſon ; Iris not ſo much to | 
God, to make a world,as for us, to ſpeak : He ſpake the word and it was done : There 
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| bp. 4-29. a make all things new. Saint Paul faith he hath done it already, inour regeneration ; 0/4| 


_ i doe wethen'ſtilin ſpight of the Geſpell)reraine our old corruptions,and think togo 
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15no change which is not from him : Hee makes new Princes, new yeeres. new = 
vernments, and will make new heavens, new earth, new mhabirants ; how eaſic they 
| 15it for him, to make new proviſions for us ? If we be Icft deſtirute, yet where; our! 

faith? Shall God make us new bodies, when they are gone ro duſt? ſhall he mate nuy;] 
heavens, andnew earth, and ſhall nothe(whoſe the carth is, and the fulneſſe thereof) 
provide.ſome new meanes, and courſes of life for us, while we are upon earth? Ihe! 
maintenance of one poore worme more than the renewing of heaven and earth?ſhaj 
he be 4ble to raiſe us when we arenot, and (hallhee not ſuſtaine us while we are } 


A 


. 


Away with theſe weake diffidences; andif wee bee Cirittians,. truſt Cod with hjs 
owne : Wait thox on the Lord. a1 keepe his wages, and he fall exalt thez. He will nake gl 
things new : And ſhall all things be made new, and our hearts bee old ? ſhall nothin 
burour foules be out ofthe faſhion? Surely beloyed, none but new hearts are forthe ney 
heavens : Except we be borne anew, we enter nor into life. All other tl.ings ſhall in|3 
the very inſtant receive their renovation ; onely our hearts muſt be made new before 
hand, or elſe they ſhall neyer berenewed to their glory S. Peter, when he had ro}dus 
of looking for new heavens,and new earth; infersthisuſe upon it ; # herefore (beltved) 
ſeeing gre looke for ſuch things, be diligent, that ye maybe found of hint in peace, without ſpot, 
and blamelefſe. Behold, the new heavens require pure and ſporlefle inhabitants, A; 
ever therefore we looke to have our part in this bleſſed renovation, let us caſt off all 
\ our evill andcorrupt affections, put off the old man with his works,and now with the 
new yecte, put on the new : labour fora new heart, begin anew life. Thatwhich s.| 
Tohn faies here, that God will fay and doe in our entrance to glorification ; Beheld, 7 


things are paſſed away, all things are become new. What meanes this, bar that our regene-| | 
ration muſt make way forour glorification, and that orr glory muſt but perfect our Ci 
regeneration? and God ſuppoſes this is done, when there are meanes to doe it. Why | | 


tothe wedding feaſt in-our oldclothes ? if ſome of us doe not: rather (as the vulgar 
| teads thar,ſudg.10.6.) Addere nova veterilns ,adde new firs to our old new outhes,new fa-| | 
ſhions of pride, new complementsof 'drunkenneſ{e, new deyices of filthinefſe, new 
tricks of Machiaveliſme : theſe are our novelttes which fetch downe from God new | |! 
judgements upon us, to the tingling ofthe earesof all hearers, and for which Typheth| | 
| as prepared of old. If God haveno betternewes forus, wee ſhall never enjoy the new} | 
| 


heaven with him. For Gods fake therefore, and for our foules fake, let us be wifer, and 
renew our covenant with God ; and ſeeing this isaday of gifts, let my New-yecrs- | 
gift to you be this holy advice from God, which may make you happy for ever : Let| | 
your New-yeeres-gift to God be your hearts, the beſt part of your ſelves, the center yl 

| 


— 


of your ſelyes, to which all our ations are circumferences:; andiif they be ſuch a pre- 
ſent, as we have reaſon to feare God will not accept, becauſe they are ſinfull ; yer if| | 
they be humbled, if penitent, we know he will receive them : 4 comtrite au 4 lroken 
heart, OGod, thou wilt #ot deſpiſe. And if we cannot give him our hearts, yer give him 
| our delires, and he will take our unworthy hearts from us : Twill take the ſlony hearts on 
0 f their bodies, Ezec.1 1,19.and he will gratiouſly returne an happy New-yecres-gfft to 
us, Twill put 4 vew ſpirit within their bowels, and will give them an heart of fleſh. HC will cre- | 
ateacleane heart,and renew aright ſpirit within us; fo, as he will make anew heaven 
for us, he will make us new for this heaven ; he will make his Tabernacle in us, that 
he may make ours with him.. Behold, the Taberpacle o f God is with men @*c. 
The ſuperſtitious Liſtr4ea5 cryed out amazed, that Gods were come downe tothem | 
in thelikeneſſe.of men : but we Chriſtians know, thar it is no rare thing ſor Codt0 E! 
come and dwell with men ; Tee arethe Temples of the living God, and Imill dwell anions 
\ them and walke there. The faithfull heart of man is the Tahernacle of God. Bur becaul© 
rhough God be ever with us, wee are not alwayes fo with him, yea whiles we arc af 
homein the body, weare abſent from the Lord, as 8. Pax! complaines, therefore will 
God vouchſafe us a neerer cohabitarion that ſhall not be capable of any interpo{ition; 
of any abſence. Behold, the Tabernack of God is with men. Burt beſides rhis Tabernacl | 
of fleth, tume was when God dwelt ina materiall yiGble houſe with men : Hee had 


f > 
ANCINACL» 


| 


— —”—— C—— ——_—————  }},_}_z 
tt. a Na OE ER, 


ES 


—_— —_ a MR — , hy =p wt. a. hes. Mile ded. ts ad wry _ - tt 
- . * * ——— 


_<w—wlww 
—_—— = —_— — 


— mm. 
We 


- 


eA Farewell Sermon,e*c. 


— — _—— ——_ 1 


— 


qo | 

Tabernacle firſt, which was a moving Temple; and then his Temple, which was 4 \: c4:on 7.16; 
fixed Tabernacle : both of them had one meaſure, both one name. Bur, as one faid 
upon that, Ez?2. 42. Menſws eſt, ſemiliiulinem aonms ; that both the Tabernacle and | 557 
Temple were {imilitades of Gods houſe, rather than the houſe it ſelfe : fo fay I, that 
they were intended for notable reſemblances both of the holy Church of God upon |** 
carth, and of the glorious Sancuarie of heaven. This is the true >zxp, of God, which 
word {ignifieth both a Temple, Ezra 4. 1. andaPalace, Dar. r. 4. becauft he dwels 
where he1s worſhipped, and he is magnificent in both : it is che materiall Tabernacle 
which is alluded ro, the immarteriall which is promiſed ; A Tabernacle that goesa { 
thouſand times more beyond the glittering Temple of $a/o402,than Sslomons Temple 
went beyond the Tabernacle of Moſes : Neither ler it trouble any man, that the name 
of a Tabernacle implies flirting and uncertainty. For as the Temple, howſoeyer it | 
were called(g>y n2Ja houſe of Ages; yer laſted nor(either the firſt, I meane,or ſe-| 1G 
cond)unto 500.yeers : ſo this honſe, though God ca!l ita Tabernacle, yethe makes it LeiKa. ; 
an everlaſting habitation ; for he tels us, that both age and death are gone before it 
come downe to men. Bur why rather doth the Tabernacle of God deſcend to men, 
than men aſcend tot ? Whether rhis be in reſpect of Tbs viſion, ro whom the new 
[erufalem ſeemed to deſcend from heavenzeſcendi, (azone ſaith)ixnoteſcenda,& there- 
fore it is reſembled by all the riches of this interiour world, gold, precious ſtones, 
pearle 5 or whether heaven 1s therefore ſaid todeſcend co us, becauſe it meers us in 
rheayre, when Chriſt Jeſus attended with innumerable Angels ſhall deſtend to fetch 
hiselect ; or whether rhis phraſe be uſed for a greater expreſſion of love, and mercy, 
ſince it 15 more fora Prince to come to us, than for us to goe to his Court. Certainly, 
God meanes onely in this to ſer forth that perpetuall and reciprocall converſation, 
| which he will have with men:They ſhall dwell with Go4,Go!/hail imill with thery.Our glo- 

ry begins ever in grace : God doth dwell with all thoſ-1n grace, wich whom he will 
dwell in glory : Every Chrittian carries in his boſome a ſhrine of Cod:kwow ye #0t that | . wor .vas 
Chrift Teſs 3s nou, faith $. Paul. Whereſoever God dwels, there is his Temple : wilt 
thou pray in the Temple, pray in thy ſelfe, ſaith 4z/er. 

Here 15the Altar ofa cleane heart, from which the ſweet incenſe of our prajers,as 4 | 
pleaſant perfume, 15s ſentup into thenoſtrils of God : Here are the pure candles of 
our faith ever burning before God, night and day ;neyer to be exringuithked : Here is | 
rhe ſpiritual! Shew-bread, the bread of life ſtanding eyer ready upon the Table of che 
ſoule : Here doth the Arke of the heart, in the inwardeſt of the brelt, keepe the Law 
of God, and that Manna that came downe from heaven : Here God dwels.and here he 
1s worſhipped. Behold, whatneed we care whither we goe; while we carry the Ced of 
heaven with us? He is with us,as our companion,as our guide,as our gueſt:Noimpo- 
tency of perſon, no crofle of eſtate, no diſtance of place, no oppoſition of men, no 
gates of hell can ſeparate him from us: Hee harh ſaid it, 7willzot leave, nor forſako thee : | 
We are all now parting one from another : and now is looſing a knor of the moſt lo- 
ving,and entire fellowthip, that ever met in rhe Court of any Prince : our ſweet Ma- 
ſter (that was compounded ofall lovelinefle ) infuſed this gracious harmony into our | 
hearts ; now we are ſaJuting our laſt, and every one 15 with ſorrow enough, taking his 
owne way : how ſafe, how happy ſhall webe,if each of us ſhall have God to goe with 
him ! Certainly(my deare fellowes)we ſhall neyer complaine of the want cf Maſters, | 
of friends, while we find our ſelves ſure of him ; nothing can make us miſerable while 
we are furniſhed with him. Shall we thinke he cannot fare i!lthat hath money in his 
purſe; and ſhallwe thinke he can miſcarry that hath God in his heart ? How ſha!l not 
all comfort,all happinefſe accompanythar God, whoſe preſence 1s the cauſe of all ble(- 
ſednefſe ? He ſhall counſell us in our doubts, dire& us in our reſolutions, diſpoſe of us 
1n our eſtates, cheere us in our diſtreſſes, proſper us 1n our hves, and in our deaths 
crowne us. And if ſich felicity follow upon Gods dwelling with us in theſe ſmoky 
cottages of our mortalitie, wherewe(through our unquietcorruptions ) will nor ſuf-| 
fer our ſelves tohavea fall fruition of God ; what happinefle ſhall rhere bee *n our) 
dwelling with God, im thoſe eternal! Tabernacles of reſt and glory ? Beloved, there 
sno loſſe, no miſery, which the meditation of heaven cannot digeſt: we hay lived 
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A Farewell Sermon, Ge. 


OOO CG oo oo_ 
—_ 


— —_— — —— — 


ER — 


hoſe countenance was able to pur life into # 


ture biefſednefſe. Ar thy right hand O God are pleaſures for eyermore g and ſuch 


(pleaſures, as if they could be expreſſed or conceived, were not worthy of our long- 
ſings, nor able to ſarisfic us : Ohthat wee could ſo much the more long to enjoj 


chem, by how much.lefſe weare able ro comprehend them | When 8. Pawl made his 
Fare-well (crmon to the Ephefians, hee fercht teares from the eyesofthisaudirors(lo 
full of holy paſſion was his ſpecch)eſpecially with that one clauſe. And now behold 


| cnow,that henceforth youll, through whom I have gone preaching the Kingdome 


of God,thall ſee my faceno more : A fad clauſe indeed, You ſhall ſee my faceno more. 


| The mind of man cannot endure to take a fina]l leave uf any thing that offends it not; 


| withour much ſorrow thinke of ſecing itour laſt : Bnt whar if we 


Þur the face of a friend, ofa companion, hath ſo much pleaſure in ir, that wee cannot 
(hall meet here no 

more?whar if we ſhall no more ſee one anothers face ? Prethren,wee ſball once meet 
ogether above ;we ſhall once ſee the glorious face of Cod, and never look off agaire 
Let it norover-grieve usto leave theſe Tabernacles of ſtone, ſince we muſt ſhortly 
'ay downe theſe Tabernaclesof clay,and enter intoTabernaclesnormade with hards: 
eterra'l inthe heavens. Till then, farewell my deare brethren, farewell in the 1 ord: 
Goc in peace, andlive as thoſe that have loſt ſuch a Maſter, and as thoſe char ſervea 
Maſter, whom they cannot loſe : And the God of peace goe with you, and proſper 


| aa 1n all your wayes ; and ſofix this Tabernacle in yon upon earth, rhat you may 


becreccived into thoſe Tabernacles ofthe new Jeruſalem, and dwell with 
him for ever, in that glory which hee hath provided 
for all that love him. 
Amen. 
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eAll Grace and Happineſſe. 
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mans 


Y owne forwaraneſſe ( whereof it re- 
penteth me not ) hath ſent forth otber 
of my labours unbidden, but this 3our| 

| efeduall importunitie hath drawne| 

5 (E773 let forth anco the common hebt. {tis an ho-) 

LSD ly defire that the eye may ſecond the eare| 

: in any thing that may helpe the ſoule : 

land we, that are fiſhers of men, ſhould be wanting to our ſelves, 

if We had not baits for both thoſe ſenſes. Iplead not the diſadvan-| 

Lage of a dead letter, in reſpett of that life which elocution puts | 

Pon any diſcourſe. Such as ttis, [ make it both publike and yours. 

{ baye cauſed my thoughts, ſo neere as I could, to goe backe to the 

very tearmes wherein 1 expreſſed them, as thinking it better to 

| fetch choſe words [have let fall, than to follow thoſe {muſt take| 
inp, That therefore which it pleaſed your Lo. to bearewith ſuch 
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| I SAM. I2, 24, 25: 
| Therefore feare you the Lord, and ſerve him intruth with all your hearts, and conſider how 
greal things hehath done ſor you. But if you doe wickedly, yee ſhall periſh, both yee and | 


» | Jour Kine. | 1 | tl 'Þ 


Hold it no ſmall favourof God (Right Honourable and | 7K 
beloved ) that hee hath called mee tothe ſervice of this 1 FEM 
day, both in the name of ſuch a people,to praiſe him for | | | [£3AT TT 
his Anointed, and in his name to praiſe hisanointed to 
his people. The ſame hand that ves the opportunity, 
vouchſafe to give ſucceſle to this buſineſſe. That which 
the Jewesſinned in but deſiring, it 15 our happineſle to '», \- 18S" 
enjoy. I need not call any other witneſle than this day, e102 
wherein wecelebrate the blefling ofa King, and (which | 4), 1 nn | 
is more)ofa King higher than other Princes by the head | © 1, 12848 0 
and ſhoulders. And if other yeeres had forgotten this | |, 400K | 

| tribute of their loyalty andthankfulnefſe, yer the ex- | 

ample of thoſe ancient Romane Chriſtians (as Exſebius and Sozomen report) would 
have raught us, that the tenth compleat yeere of our Conſtantine deſerves to be ſolemne 
and Jubilar. Andif our ill natare could be content to ſmother this mercy in (izence, | pecimun quem- 
| che very Lepers of $amariaſhouldriſeup againſt usand fay,Ye doe not wel ; this 3s a day | 140 anzum Im- | OENRAY ! 

| of good tidings, a we hallonr peace. My diſcourle yet ſhall not be altogether laudato- pony 3: 2g | (11 2-00RR 3 

'rie; bur as $4zzzels,led in wich exhortation,and carried out with threatning. For this | r celebrart,$0- WE: 3 

| Text is compoſition ofduties,favours,dangers: ofduties which we owe,of favours th 1 36008 

| received, of dangers threatned. The duties that God lookes for of us,come before the | ira coup. \ 1008 

| mention of the f;vours we have received from him(though afcer their rece1tNto teach Went te 

| ns, thatas his mercy, ſo our obedience ſhould be abſolute : and the danger followes 5088 

- both, to make tis more carefill, to hold the favours,and performe the duties: And me \ nee 

thinkes there cannotbe a more excellent mixture. If we ſhould heare only ofthe fa- | E210! 

vours of God, nothing of our duties, we ſhould fall intoconceitednefle : if onely of 
our duties, without recognition of his favours, we ſhonld prove uncheerefull; and | | Wet 

| ifboth of cheſe without mention of any danger, we ſhould preſume on our favours, | | 08 

jandbelack inonr duties. Prepare therefore your Chriſtian eares and hearts for this | Wl tif 
chreefold cord of God, that (through his bleſſing ) theſe duties may draw you to ; \ = HR 
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obedience, rh2 d1172rs to a grearer awe, andthe favours to a further agus: - 1906 
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——_ _—_ , : s NE Tn anna. 
The goodneſle of theſe outward things15not ſuch as that 1t can privilege every de. |A 
14x14 Homer. | ſire of them from ſin. Monarchie is the beſt ofgovernments,and likeſt to his rule thar 
6 5 - inet | fits in theaſſembly of Gods. One God,one King, was the acclamaticn ofthoſe ancient 
F: Chriſtians: and yet it was miſ-defiredof the Iftachtes : We may not ever defire thy 
which is better in it ſelfe,bur that which is better for us Neither muſt we follow oy; 
 conceitin this judgement, butthe appointment of God ; Now,thcugh God had ap- 
pointed in time, both a Scepter and a Law-giver ro Tuda, yet they bnned In mendin 
the paſe of God,and ſpurring on his decree. And if they had ſtaid hisleafure, fo that 
they had defired that which wasbeſt in it ſelfe, beſt for them,appointedby Cod, and 
now appointed ; yet the manner andgroundoffended : For our of an humour of in- 
novation, out of diſcontent, out of diſtruſt, out of an itch ofconformirie to other 
Nations, toake a King, it wasnot onely a fin, as they confeſſe, zerſ.29. bur (reenh 
rabbah)a great wickedneſſe, as Samwel tels them, Zerſ.17. and( as oftentimes we ma 
readGods difpleaſure in the face of heayen)he ſhewes1tinthe weather.God thunders 
and raines in the middeſt of wheat-harveit. The thunder was fearfull ; the rainein 
that hot climate and ſeaſon, ſtrangely unſeaſonable:both tobe inthe inſtant of $4 x1; 
ſpeech, was juſtly mirzculous. The heathen Poets bring in their tained God thun- 
dring in applauſe ; I never find the true God did fo. This voice of God brake theſe 
Cedars of Lebanon, and made theſe Hindes to calve ; and now they cry Peccavimus, 
Witzevi® | verſe.19. If ever we will ſtoop, the judgementsof God will bring us on our knees, $4-1 
Por 4.45 4H Hel takes vantage of their humiliation, and according to the golden ſentence of that | 
Gcra's ſuper | £497igp-Wile-man, thatbids us lay weightupon the loden, ({ how ever Hzerom take it 
op pr cava in another ſenſe)he lades them with theſe three duties; Feare, ſervice,con {ideration. 
zemincedentib1s Feare and ſervice goc ſtill together. Serve the Lordin feare, ſaith David. Fears the 
eugmentands | I ped ayd ſerve him, ſaith Tyſhna ;, And, feare ever before ſervice, for that unleſſe our ſer- 
Hei: ;Sromk vice procced from feare, it is hollow and worthlefſe. One faieswell, that theſe inward 
| liquendos. | diſpoſitions are asthe kernell ; outwardadts are asthe ſhell; he1s but adeafe nut there- 
"#1 + | fore,thathathoutward ſervice,withour inward feare ;Feere God(faith Salomon)fuft, 
PF 1.2, then,heepe is commandements.Behold,the fame tongue that bade them not feare,zeſ.:0. 
re now bids them feare;and the ſame ſpirit that tells us they feared exceedingly(2ey. 18.) 
_ now injoynes them to feare more. What ſhall we make of this? Their other feare was 
at the beſt Initiall ; for nuw they beganto repent ; and as one ſaies of this kind of 
106.4: Comlis \ teare,that it hath twoeyes fixed on two divers objects, ſo had thisof theirs : One eye 
"per® 75% { looked npon the raine and thunder ; the other looked up tothe God that ſent it. The 
one of theſe ir borrowed of theſlaviſh or hoſtile feare (as Byſr/calls1t, )the other of the 
Gliall; fortheflaviſh feare caſtsbotheies upon the puniſhment; the filiall lookes with 
borh eyes on the party offended. Now then Same} would redtifie and perfe@this|D 
afetion, and wou!dbringthem from the feare of ſlaves through the feare of peni- 
rents, rothe feare of ſonnes : andindeedone of theſe make way for another. It 1s 
true tharperfef love thruſts aut feare :but tis astrue,thar feare brings inthat perfe& 
love which is joyned with the reverence of ſonnes. Like as the needle or briſtle ({o 
one comparcs it )drawes in the thred after it, or as the potion brings health. The 
Greez Dizte 4, | COMpunctIon of teare (faith Gregorie ) fits the mind for the compunttion of love. We 
| 74.compuritzo | thall never rejoyce truly in God, except it be with trembling : Except we have qua- 
| pu ans "= |kedarhisrhunder, we ſhallnever joy in his ſin-ſhine. How ſeaſonably therefore 
| pu216104 gite- | doth Sarzze!, when he ſaw them ſmitten with that guilty and ſervile feare, call them 
| _ rotFereverentiall feare of God ; Therefore feareze the Lord ? Tt is good ſiriking, when 
| God harh ſcriken; there isno fiſhing ſogood as in troubled waters. The conſcience 
ofman isanice and ſullen thing : and if itbe not takenar fittimes, there is no med- 
ling with it. Tell one of our gallants, in the midl(t of all hisjolliry and revels, of dc- 
vorion, of pietie, of judgements; he hath the Athenian queſtion ready, What will 
this bablerfay ? Let that man alone till God hath toucht his ſoule with ſome terror, 
rill he have caſt his body onthe bed of ſicknefſe, when his feather isrurned to a Kfr- 
| chiefe,when his face ispale, his eyes funke, his hand ſhaking, his breath ſhort, his fle{Þ 
conſumed, now he may be talkt with, now he hath learned of £1; to ſay, Speaks LoY d, 


| | for thy ſervazt heareth. The convex or ont-bowed ſide of a veſell will hold nothing: 
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A[icn.4itb: the hollow and depreſſed part char is capable of any liquor. Oh ifive were 
{ hambled with the varieties of Gods judgem nts as we migit, how ſavory thould 
his counſelsbe, ho.v precious and welcomes wonld his feare bz ro our trembling 
hcarts? whereasnow our ſtabborne ſenſeleſneſſe fruſtrares (in reſpeCt ofour ſucceſſe; 
rhough not of his decree) all the threatnings and executions of Cod. | 

There are two maine affettions, L»p2 and Feare ; Which asthey take upthe ſoule | 
where they are, andas they never oe aſunder, (for every loye harh in ita feare of 


offending and forgoing; and every feare implies alove of that, which we fuſpect may 
miſcary) ſo each ofthem fulfills the whole Law of God. Thar love is the abridgement 
of the Decalogue, both our Saviour and his bleſſed Apoſtle have taughrns : It is as | 

plaine of Feare. The title of 1vb 15, A juſ# man, and one that fearel Gol ;, juſtice is ex- | ry. gc; 
preſſed by Feare. Forwharis juſtice, but freedomefrom tin ? And the feare of the |Peuts. 3, 
Lord hates <yill, ſaith Salomon. Hence Moſes his' 81 Thouſhalt feare, is turncd by our [EE4 2 
Saviour ( reyrhwns +) Thouſhalt worſhip.or adsre. And thar which E 'ſay ialth, Ts 0% imeiley 
fare me, our Say1our renders, Inaine they waſhipme ; as if all worltip conſiſted in 
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Feare. Hence 1t 1s probable thar God hath his name in two languages trom (9:8) |*.,xoc, 5, 
Fears, and the ſame word inthe Grecke ſignifies both Feareand Religior. And Salomon | "rr 
when he ſates,The feare of the Lord is 1&8 the beginning(as we mrne it; of wiſlove,faics 


C«ſare,' 
ACN 23 10, 


more than we are aware of ; for the word (ignihics as well Cary? of Principatum, the | acb «:5 | 
head or topof wiſdome yea (faich $zzacides) jr 1s the crowne upon the head ; it is | #f2& | 
is root of the ſame wiſdome, whereof iit is the top-branch, faith the ſame Author. | £.. + as” | 
And ſurely rhisis the moſt proper diſpoſition of men towards God ; for though |/{« zcd.1.6. | 
God ſtoope downe ſolow asto vouchſate tobe loved of men, yet that infinite ine- | 794% v3 | 
quality, which there 1s betweene him and us, may ſeeme not toallow fo perfect a 
fitneſſe of that affection, as of this other. which ſuirs ſo well betwixt our vileneſſe, 
and his glory, that the more diſproportion there is betwixt us, the more due and 
proper 15 our ſeaze. Ncither isit lefſe neceffary than proper,for we can be no Chriſti- 
| ans withour ir ; whether it be (as Hemineics diftinguiſhes it welDtmor cultus,or culpe, | HominPſ25. 
either ourfeare in worſhipping, or our feareof offending ; the one 15a devour feare, 
the other a carcfull feare. The Jatter was the Corinthians feare, whoſe godly ſor- 
row when the Apoſtle had mentioned, he addes, Teawl at wdignation, yea what feare, 
yeawhat deſire2The former isthat ofthe Angels, who hide their faces with rheir wings: 
yea of the Sonof God, asman, who fell on his face to his Father. And this is die to 
God.,asa Farher, asa maſter,asa benefactor, asa God infinite in allthat he is. Ler me 
be bold to ſpeake to you, with the Pſalmiſt, Come ze children, hearken tome, and Twill | Pſ1-34 11, 
teach you the feare of the Lord. What 1s1t therefore to feare God ; but to acknowledge 
the glorious (tho inviſible) preſence of God inall our wayes, with Moſes his eyes 
5,ergeeger : tO beawfillly affectedat his preſence with 72cob (quamtremendus 2) tomake| ,,, 

an humble reſignation of our ſelyes to the holy will of God with Ek, Itis the Lord; the 6 Deus 
and to attend reyerently upon his diſpoſing with David ; Here Tarr, let him doe to me as | Meſerter int t-; 
ſeemeth good in his ejes.” This is the feare of the Lord. There 1snothing moreralkr of, je op 
nothing leſſe fele. Iappeale fromthe rongues of men to their hands ; the wile Hea- | ſuxeſentiavi- 
then tanght mee todoe fo, Yerbarebusproba. The voice of wickecnefle is atuall , faith | 97 B7. 
che Pſalmiſt, wickedneſſe ſaith there is no feare of God before his eyes, Behold wher- CEE = 
ſoever is wickednefle, there can be no feare of God ; theſe two cannot lodge under | SexeceEpP. 
one roofe, for the feare of God drives outevill(faith Eccleſraitirns. )As therefore Abra- 36" 

ham argues wellfrom the cauſe tothe effeft : Becauſe the feare of God is rot in this | Ecluſ 26, 
place, therefore they will kill me : So Dazidargues back from the effect tothe cauſe, 


They imaginewickedneſſe on their bed,@hc. therefore the feare of God is not before them. would 
ro God his argument were not too demonſtrarive. Brethren, our hives thamens. Tt 
we feared the Lord, durſt we dally with his name, diirſt we teare 1tin pecces ? Surely 
we contemn his perſon, whoſe name we contemn. The Jewes haye a conceit,thar the 
fin ofthar Iſfaclite which was ſtoned for blaſpkemic, wasonely this, that he named 
that ineffable name of foure letters 1-honah. Shali their -ar2 keepe them from once 
mentioning thedreadfull name of God,and ſhall nor ove feare keepe us fromabuſing 
b ? Durſt we ſoboldly ſinne God mn " face, if we t£ard him ? Durſt we mock = 
| P.3 _wit 
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with a formall flouriſh of that, which our heart.tells us we are nor, if wefeared hinp R 
Durſt we be Chriſtians at Church, Mammoniſts at home, if we fearedhim ? Parcgy 
meifina day of gratulation, Thardly temper my tongue from reproofe : for as the 
Jewes had eyer ſome malefaCtor breught forth rothem in their great feaſt : ſojr ſha! 
be the happicſt peece ofour triumph andſolemnity,if we can bring forth that wicked 
profaneneſſe, wherewith we have diſhonoured God, and blemiſht his Goſfell, tohe 
ſcourged,and diſmiſſed with all holy indignitie. Frem th's feare, let us paſſe as briefly 
through that which we muſt dwellinall our hives ; the ſervice of God. This is the 
ſubject of all Sermons, mine ſhall but touch at it. You ſhall ſee how 1 haften tothar 
diſcourfe which this day and your expectaion calls me to. 
Divine Philoſophy teaches usto referre, not only our ſpeculations, bur our affe&z. 
ons toaftion. As therefore onr ſervice muſt be grounded npon ſeare, ſo our feare muſt 
be reduced to ſervice. What ſtrength can th-ſe maſculin diſpoſitions of the ſoule yeeld 
us.if with the Iſraclites brood they be ſmothered in the birth? Indeed the worſt king 
of feare,1s that we call ſervile: but rhe beſt feare,is the feare of ſervants: For there js no 
ſervant of God, but feares filially. And againe, God hath no ſonne bur he ſerves. F. 
ven the naturall ſonne of God, was ſo in the forme ofa feryanr,thar he ſerved indeed. 
and ſo did he ſerve,thar he endured all ſorrow, & fulfilledall righrcouſneſſe.So every 
Chriſtian isa ſon and heyre tothe King of heaven, and his word muſt be,7 ſerve. We 
all know what ſervice meanes. For we all are, or were (I imagine)either ſervants of 
maſters, or ſervants of the publike, or maſters of ſeryants, or all theſe. We cannot 
[therefore be ignorant either what we require of ours, or what our ſupcriours require 
of us. If ſervice conſiſted onely in wearing of liveries, in raking of wages,it making 
ofcurteſfies, and kiſſing of hands, there were nothing more cafie, or more common. | 
Allofus weare the cognizance of our Chriſtianity in our Baptiſtne,all live upvn Gods|C 
trencher in our maintenance, all give hin the complements of a faſhionable profe-| | 
ſion. But, be not deceived, the life of ſervice is worke ; the work of aChriſtianis| 
obedience to the Law of God. The Centurion, when he would deſctibe his good ſer- 
|vant in theGoſpell, needed fay no mofe but this; I bid him doe this, andhe dothit. 
Service thenbriefly isnothing buta readinefſe todoe aswe are bidden; and thetfore 
both Salomor, and he that was greater than Slo#zop, deſcribes it by keeping the com- 
| mandements:and the choſen yeſRll givesan everlaſting rule:Hzs ſervants ye ave towhow 
IN ye obey. Now I might diſtinguiſh this ſervice, into habirtuall and a&uall. Habiruall:for 
as the ſervant, while he eatsor {leepes, 1s in ſerviceſtill ; ſoare we to God. Adttuall 
whether univerſallin the whole cariage of onr lives (which Zacharze res us isinholi- 
| #44275 ]nefſe, andrightcouſheſſe; holinefſe to God, righteonſmeſſe tomen Yor parriculet,| | 
| either in the duties which are proper, to God, Inuocation and Attendance onhisor-[D 
dinance(which by an excellence 1s tearmed his feryice)or in thoſe whichare proper| | 
tous, as weare peeces ofa Familie, Church, Common-wealth ; the ſtations where- 
of God hath ſo diſpoſed, thatwe may ſerve himin ſerving one another. And thus 
you ſee I might make way for an endleſſe' diſcourſe ; bur ir ſhall content mee 


(pallng over this worldof matter) to glance onely at rhe generality of this infinite 
'irheme. 
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As cvery obedience ſerves God, fo every finmakes God ſeryeus : One ſaid wittt- 
ly,that theangry mani made himſelfe the Judge,and God the execurioner. There 15n0 
11 rhat doth not the like. The glutton makes God his cator, and himſelfe the guelt, 
and his belly his God, eſbecially inthe new-found feaſts of this Age, wherein pro- 
Lud.V/ives ds |fuſeneſſe and profaneneſl: ſtrive for the tables end. The laſcivious man makes him- 
ſoo. Regt4:I{elfethe lover, and (as Vives faies of Mahunet) God the Pander. The coyerous man 
ORR makes himfelfe rhe Uſurer, and God the broker. The ambitions makes God his ſtale, 
and Honour his Cod. Of every ſinner doth God ſay juſtly ,Servire me feciiti ;T hos hi 
|774de re to ſervewiththy ſins. There Cannot be a greater honor for us than to ſerve ſuch 
2 maſter, ascommands heaven, earth, and hell : whom it is both diſhonour and 
Non repwees baſeneſſe not to ſerve. The highelt ſtile thatKing Daz;dconld deviſe to give himlſeltc 
Des (or, feq | (DOT IN the phraſe of afrivolous French complement, bur inthe plaine ſpeech of 
| maximum repu- ws [ſraelite)was, Behold I am thy ſervant ;and hethatis Lord of many ſervants of rhe 
14,quod tpſe dig- | en on os Devil! . 
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x Devill, deliga:s tocall hiumſelfe rhe ſervant of rhe ſervants of God. The Angels of / RMP 
- bs o . - o ' C_ iz4 \F 7 
| Heaven rejoyce to bee our fellowes in this ſervice. But t:.cre cannot bee a orcarer 
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ſhame than to ſee ſervants ride on horfebacke, an1 Princes walking as fervants on | 4809414, 
the ground ; I mane,to ſee thz God of heayen made a lacquey roonr vile atfe&ions, | 5,557 


i Kew?! "ls 
| Ecrlzſ.x 0.7. 
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and in the vez of men, to ſee God attend upon the warld. Brethren, therc is ſervice 
| cnough 1a the world, but 1t15 to a wrong malter. 1» mes patria Dexs venir (28 Hiem | tmear. pairi; 
 |romelaid; ) Every worldling 1sa Papiſt in this, that hee gives #:x41, ſervice, rothe | Pow pom et?, 
creature, which 1s the lowclt reſpett thar can bee : Yea {6 much more humble than |;;, Tintfar. 
({atria) a3 1t is more abſolute, and without reſpeRt of recomper.ce. Yea, I would it | tequs dirrar 
were uncharitable to ſay, that many beſidesthe ſavagesof Calecrr, place Satin inrire | has | 
throne, and God on the foot-ſtoole. For as Wirches and Sorcerer; conver with i 
evill ſpirits in plauſible and famiitar formes, which jn ugly ſhap2srhcy world abhor: 
Bio many a man ſerves Satan under the formes of gold and filyer, under the images of 
Saints and ;g:wſome Angels, ynder glittering coatcs, or glorious titics. or beautcous 
faces, whom they would deize as him(cife. And as the free-borne Tfraclite mighr 
{become a ſervant, either by tortaiture upoa treſpaſſe, orby fate, or by ſpoite in war: 
ſo this adcurſed ſervimd215s incurred the fame waies, by them which ſhou'!d be Chrij- 
ſtians. By forfaiture : torthoughthe debt and treſpaſie be to God, yer { tralet 1ifors) 
he ſhall deliver rhe debtor torae Jaylor. By ſaile,a3 45.6 fold himſelfe ro work wick- 
edneſls: ſold under finne,faitt the Apoſtle. By ſpoile : Bzware leaft any mm make a 
{pople of your aa43»y+ ſaith Falto his Colothans. Alas what amilcrable cnange dog 
chcſe men make, toleave the living God, which is ſobountitull,that he rewvar:lsa cup 
of cold water with eternall glory, to ſcrve him that hath nothing to give but his bare 
wages ; and what wages? The wazes of ſin is death; And whar death? not the death 
of the body, in the ſevering of the ſoule ; burrhe dearh ofthe ſoule, in che ſeparation 
from God : there isnot ſo much difference betwixt life and death, as therc is betwix: 
the firſt death and the ſecond. Oh waefull wapes of a deſperare worke ! Well were 
theſe men, ifthey might goe unpaid, and ſerve for nothing : bur as the mercy of 
God will not let any of our poore ſervices to him goe unrewarded ; fo will not hy: 
juſtice ſuffer the contrary ſervice goe unpaid : 2:2 flaming fre rendering Venuearceto then 
l that tow not Gol, and thoſethat obay not the G:ſpell of our Lord Jſus, Beloved, asthar wor- 
ithy Biſhop ſaidon his death-bed, we are nappy in this, thar we ſerve agood Maſter * 
how happy ſhall it be forus, if wee ſhall doc him _ ſcyvice, tat in the day ufour 
account wee may heare, Exge ſerve bone, well done good (crvant, center into thy Ma- 
ſters joy. | 
Now he thatpreſcribesthea&t (ſervice,) muſt alſo preſcribe the manner (T7#ly, 70- 
|taÞy. ) God cannot abide wee ſhanld ſerve himwich adonhleheart ( an heartandan 
| heart)that is hypocritically. Neither that we ſhould ſerve him with a faite heart, thar | 
is,niggardly and unwillingly : but againſt doubling, hc will be {erv'd in truth +; and a-| 
{\cainſthalving, he will be ſerved with all the heart. To ſerve God and not in truth, is 
lmockerie. To ſerve him truly, and not with the whole heart, iz a baſedod2ing with: 
|Cod. This v3eaw fwantyelervice is afault with men : bat lerus ſerve Golbur while! 
[he ſhes us, it isenough. Behold he {ces us every where. Ifhe did not ſee our heart, | xpil.o8. 
| ir were enough to ſerve himinthe face ; and if che heart were not his, it were too | Wwdenno 
mucho give him apartofir;burnowthar h2 made this waole heart of oars, it 13r24- — an 
ſon he ſhould bee ferved withit ; and now that hee ſees the inſide of the heart, it is| 41 44 cum pu- 
madneſſe-not to ſerve him r#tr#th. Thoſe ſerve God; nor mn trath, which as S2#2: og pain 
| ies of ſome auditors, come to heare, not ta Jearne : which bring their tabletsro | gan cd 4.r- 
write words, not their hearts for the finger of God to writein. Whoſe eyes arc on | 5 
their Bible,whiles.chcir heart 1s on their Count-booke ; which caa play th2 Saints in 
the Church, Ruffans inthe Taverne, Tyrantsintheir hoſes,Cheators 1ncheir ſhops; | 
thoſe. Dames whichunderacloke of modeſty and devorion, hide nothing bar pride 
and fiendiſhneſſe. Thoſe ſerveGod,nat with alltheir hearts whoſe boſamens hike R4- 
chels tent, that hath(Teraphim)Idols hid in the ſtraw ; or rather lik& a Philſtims Tem- 
' Ple,that hath the Arke and Dagon under one roofe ; That come in cyer with Naawans 
exceprives, Onely in this': Thoſe that have lerdowne the worldlike the pics Na the 
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eAn boly Tanegyricke. ED . 
bottome of the well of their heart, and cover the mourhof it with wheat : 1 megyvl7 
that hidegreatoppreſſions,with the ſhew of ſmall beneficences:T hole which like $4. | 
lomons Falſe Curtizan, cry (Div3datur) andarewillingto ſhare them(elyes berwixr God 
andthe world. And certainly, this isa noble policy of the Devill, becauſe he knowes 
he hathno right to the heart, he can be glad ofany corner ; tut withall ke knowee 
that if he haveany, hehath all; for where he hath any parr, God will have none. This 
baſe-mindednefle is fit for that evill one. God will haye all, or nothing. It was 3n hero- 
Theed. 4, c.4.| icall anfiver,that Theodoret reports of Valentizian, whom when the ſouldiers had choſen 
| to be Emperor,they were conſulting to have another joyned with him. No(my foul- 

diers)faid he,it was in your power to give methe Empire,whileI haditnot:bur now 
when have it, it isnot in your power to give me apartner. Wc our ſelves fay, The | 
bed and the throne can abide no rivals, May we not well fay of the heart,as Lot of zo. 
ar.Isit not alittle one? Alas it iseven toolittle for God : what doe wethinkof taking 
an Inmate intothis cottage? Ir js a favour and happineſſe, thar the Cod of glory will 
vouchfafetodwellin italone.Even ſo(O God)take thonup theſe: roomes for thy ſelfe: 
and enlarge them for the entertainmentof thy ſpirit : have thouus wholly, ard !cr ys 
haye thee. Let the world ſeryeit ſclfe. O ler us ſerve thee, with al' or hearts, 

God harh ſet the heart on worke to feare,the hands on worke to ſerz hiyz:now 
(that nothing may be wanting) he ſets rhe head on work t6 conſdey; and thar, not 6 
much the judgements of God, (yer thoſe are of fingular uſe, and may not be forgor- 
ten)as his mercies,What great things be hath dome for you,not againſt you.He that looked 
upon his owne works, and ſaw they were good, and delighted inthem, delights that 
weeſhould looke upon them too, and applaud his wiſdome, power, and mercy that 
ſhines in rhem. Even the leaſt of Gods works are worthy of the obſeryation of the 
greateſt Angell in heaven : but(the wagra!a Dei ) the great things he hath done are|C 
more worthy of our wonder, of our aſtoniſhmenr. Great things indeed that he did 

for Iſrael 3 hee meant to make that Nationa precedent of mercy ; that all the world 
might ſce what he could doe for a people. Heaven and earth confpir'd to bleſſe them. 
What ſhouldI ſpeake of the wonders of Xgypt ? Surely I know not whether their 
preſervation in it, or deliverance out of ir, were more miraculons. Did they want a | 
| guide ?Himſelfe goes before them 1n fire, Did they wanra ſhelter? Ris clond is ſpred 

over them for a covering. Did they want way? The ſea it ſelfe ſhall make it; andbe 
at once a ſtreet,and a wallto them. Did they want bread ? Heaven it ſelfe ſhallpowre| 
downe foodof Angels. Did they want meat to their bread ? The wind ſhall bring 
them whole drifts of Quailes into their Tents. Doe they want drinke ro both? The 
very Rocks ſhall yeeld it them. Doe they want ſuits cFappare!]? Their very c'othes 
ſhall not wax old on their backs. Doe they want advice ? God himfelfe ſhall give his|D 
vocall Oracle betweene the Cherubins. Doe they want a law? God ſhall come downe 
| upon Sinai, anddeliver it in fire, thundi ing, finoke,earth-quakes,and write it with his 

owne finger,in tables of ſtone. Doe they want habirations ? God ſhall provide them 
a land that flowes wich milke and honie, Arethey perſecuted? Cod ſtands in fire be- 
rweene them ard their harmes. Are they ſtung ro death ? The brazen ſerpent ſh! 
cure them. Are they reſiſted > The walles of Jericho ſhall fall downe alone ; haile- 
{tones braine their enemies. The Sunne ſhall ſtand ſtill in heaven, to ſee 292uahs re- 
| venge and victorie, Oh greatard mighty things that God did for Iſrael ! 

Andif any Nation under heaven could either parallel or ſecond Iſrael in the fayours 
of God, this poore little 7/a»d of ours isit. The cloud ofhis protection hath covered 

us. The blood-red ſea of perſecution hath given way tous, and we are paſſed it dry- 
ſhod. The trne Manna from heaven is rained downe abundantly about our tents. 
The water of life guſheth forth plenteouſly tous : Thebetter lawof the Goſpell 1s 
given usfrom heaven by the hands of his Sonne: The walls ofthe ſpirituall Jerichoare 
fallen downe before ns, at the blaſt of the trumpets of God ; andcurſed be he that! 
{ £0Es about to build them up againe. Now therefore, that we may come more cloſe to 
the taske of this day ; Let me ſay to you, as Sammelto his Iſraelites, Conſeder with wee 
what great things the Lord hath done us : and asone wiſht that the envious had eye510 
| every place; ſo conldI ſeriouſly wiſh that all which have ill will at our Sion had the!! 
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eAn holy Paneg3rick. 


A; cares with mie bur one houre, that ifthey belong nor to God, rhey might burit withry- | 
das, whichrepine withi#4asatthisſcaſonablecoſtoftheprecious ointmentofourpraiſec, 


which therefore repreſents tous, both what we had, and what we have; The one to ! 
our ſenſe, theother to our remembrance. This day was both Queene El/zabeths [mitinm | 
glyrie, and King Tames his Teitinzs regni. To her Natalitinms ſalutis, 25 the paſſion dayes | 
of the Martyrs were called of old ; and Natali Tmperii to him. Theſe rwo names ſhew 
us happineſſe enougi to take up our hearts for eyer. And firſt, why ſhon'd ir not be 
our perpetuall glory and rejoycing,thar we were her ſubjets2?Oh bleſſed Queene, the 
mother of this Nation, the Nurſe of this Church, the glory of womanhood, the envy 
and example of forraine Nations, the wonderof times, how ſweet and facred (ai! 
thy memorie be to all poſteriries ? How is thy namenot Parables of the duſt, as thc 
Jewesſpeake ; not written inthe earth, as Terearie {peakes, but in the living earth of all 
loyall hearts, never tobe razed. And though the foule mouths of our Adverſarics 
ſtick notto call her mijeram feminan, as PopeClement did ;norto fay of her, as Eng- 
| ori ayes uncharitably of Tuſtinian the great Law-giver ( ad ſuppliciajuto Dei indi:jv 
© | 4pnJ inferos Inenda profecte eif;) and thoſe that durſt bring her on the ſtage living, bring 
her now dead (as I have heard by thoſe that have ſeene 1t ) into their proceſſions, 
like atormented ghoſt attended with fiends and firebrands, to the terror of their 
ignorant beholders : Yet,as we ſaw ſheneverproſpered ſo well, as when ſhe'was moſt i 
curſed by their Pixs 5 ; ſo now we hope ſhee 1s rather ſo much more glorious in hea- 
ven, by how much they are more malicious on earth. Theſe arrogant wretches, 
that can at their pleaſure ferch Salomon from heaven to hell, and Traian and Falconella 
from hell to heaven ; Campian and Garnet from earth to heaven, Queene E/izateth from | 
earth to hell, ſhall ind oneday that they have miſtaken the keyes ; and ſhall know | 
what itis to judye, by being judged. Inthe meane time, in ſpight of che gates of 
Rome, Memoria juſte in benedictionibus. Toomit thoſe vertues which wzreproperto | 
her ſex, by which ſhe deſerved ro be the Queeneof women, how excellent were her ! 
Maſculine graces of jearning, valour, wiſdome,by wh'ch ſhe might juſtly challengero 
be the Queene of men ! So learned was ſhee, that ſhee could give preſent anfiwers to | 
Embaſiadors intheir owne tongues ; or if they liſted to borrow of theirneighbours, 
ſhee paid themin that they borrowed. So valiant, that her name like Ziſcacs drum, 
made the proudeſt Romaniſts to quake. So wile, that whatſoever fell out happily a- 
oainſt che common Adverfary in France, Netherlands, Treland ;1twas by themſelves a- 
ſ:ribed to her policie. What ſhou!d I ſpeake of her long and ſucceſſefull goyernmenr, 
of her miraculous preſervations, of her famous victories, wherein the waters, winds, 
' fire, and earth fought for us, as if they had beene 1n pay under-Her ? of Her excellent 
 lawes, of Her carefull executions ? Many daughters have done reorthily, but thou ſurmonn- 
feſt them: all. Such was the fweetnefle of her government, and ſuch the feare of miſe - 
 rie in her loſe, that many worthy Chriſtians deſired their eves might be cloſed be- 
Fi fore Hers ; and how many thouſands therefore welcomed theirowne death, becauſe 
it prevented Hers. Every one pointed to her white haires, and ſaid with that peace- 
able Leortivs, When this ſhow melts, there will be a floud. Never Cay, except alwayes 
' the fift of November, waslike to be ſobloudy as this 4; not for any doubr of Title 
; (which never any loyall heart could queſtion, nor any diſloyall ever did, beſides 


| IfIſhould lookebackto the ancient mercics of God, and thew you that t his King- ' 
dome/th®iph divided from the world)wasone ofthe firlt that received the Goſpell: 
Thar ir yceld2d the firſt Chriſtian Emperor that gave peace and honour tothe Church: 
Thefirſt andgreareſt lights that ſhone forth in the darkeſt of Popcrie, toall the world, | 
and that it was the firſt kingdome thac ſhooke Antichriſt fully our of the ſaddle; I 
| might find juſt matter of praiſe and exulration : bur I will turne over noothes Chrox- | 
nicles but your memorie : Thisday alone hath matter enough, ofan erernall graty- 


lation» For this is the communis terminus,wherein Gods favours meet upen our heads: ! 
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Didvmus veridi- 
C14, 


O nimium dile- 
Fa Deocuini't 
tat ether : & 
conjuratt venl- 
unt ad wafſica 
venti, Claud. 
Prov.13429. 
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| Dol”zax) but for that our Eſavites comforted chemſelves againſt us, and ſaid,The day of 
 monrning for our mother will come ſhortly, 1hen will we ſlay our brethren. Whar ſhould I 
ſay more? Lots werecaſt upon our Land : and thathoneſt Polititian (which wanted 


nothing-but agibber to have made him aSaint) Father Parſoxs, rooke PRnes to ſet 
| owne 


Dolm.p.1-p.216; 
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downe anorder, how all Engliſh affaires (ſhould be marſhalled when they ſhould com " 
to be theirs. Conſider now the great things that the Lord hath done for us. Behold this day, 
which ſhould have beene moſt diſmall to the whole Chriſtian world, he turned to 
the moſt happy day that ever ſhone forth ro this 1/avd. That now wee may juſtly 
Theed3-15+ | infalt with thoſe Chriſtians of Antioch (7 «3 mt parnle pdtiue epi ) Where are your | 
prophecics,O ye fond Papiſts? Our ſnow lies hete melred,whereare thoſe floudg of 
bloud that you threatned ? Yea, asthat bleſſed ſoule of hers gained by this Change of 
an immortallcrowne,for a corruptible ; ſo(blefſed be the name of our God)this Lang 
| of ourshath not loſt by that lofſe. Many thinke that this evening the world had his 
| beginning. Surely anew and golden world began this day tous, and (which ir could 
' not have done by her loynes) promiſes continuance ( if our ſinnes meerrupt itnot )to 
| our poſteritics, I would the flatterie ofa Princewere treaſon;in effect itis ſo:(for the 
flattereris (5-0, a kind murtherer. ) I would it were {0 1n puniſhmene. If 
' were to ſpeake before my ſoveraigne King and Maſter, I would praiſe God for him, 
'£:65.4::5:4 | Not Praiſe him to himſelfe. A Preacher in Conftartzzes time, faith Exſebius, (anſureſ 
. Conlll 4.044. | Iroperatorem in os beatum dicere) preſumed to call Conſtantine an happy Emperor tohis 
| face; bur he went away with a check ; ſuch ſpeed may any Parafite have, which ſhall 
 ſpeake, as if he would make Princes proud, and not thankfull. A ſmall praiſe tothe 
face may be adulation, (though it be within bounds: )a great praiſe 1nabſence may 
be bur juſtice. If we ſee not the worth of our King, how {hall we be thankfull toGad 
that gave hin2Give mee leave therefore freely to bring forth the Lords anointed he. 
fore you, and to ſay with Samel, See you him whom theLord hath choſen. 
Evagd. 5c21-| AvSirwazagreatprelage of happineſſe to Mazritizs the Emperour, that an (uw ) 
a familiar Devillremoving himfrom place to place in his ſwathing bands, yet had no 
power to hurt him ; Sothar thoſeearly conſpiracies, wherewith Satan aſſaulted the 
| very cra4'2of our deare Soveraigne, prevailednot, it wasa juſt bodement ofhis fi- 
| ture greatnefle and beneficiall uſe to the world. And hee that gave him life and 
crowne together, and miraculouſ]y preſerved them borh, gave him graces fit for his 
Depurie on carth to weild that Crowne, and improve thar life to the behoofe of 
Chriſtendome. Let me beginne with that ( which che Heathen man required to the 
happineſle of any ſtate ) his learning and knowledge : wherein I may ſafely fay hee 
M.Inrsh#;, | exccedethall his 195 predeceſſors. Our Conqueror King 3/am: (as our Chroni- 
 Cler reports ) by a blunt proverb that he was wont to uſe againſt unlearned Princes, 
{ made his ſonne Henry a Bean:learc to thoſe times. Buta candle in the darke will make 
| more ſhew, than a bonkiere by day. In theſe dayes ſo lightfome for knowledge, to 
 excell (even for aprofeſſed ſtudent, is hard,and rare. Never had England more lear- 
| ned Biſhops and Dofors ; which of themever returned from his Majeſties diſcourſe | 
withour admiration 2 What King chriſtened hath written fo learned volumes? To 
omit the reſt, his laſt of this kind ) wherein he hath fo held up Cardinall Be/armis: 
and his Maſtcr Pope Pawlzs, 1s ſuch, that Pleſſis and Mowlive(the two great lights of 
France) profeſie ro receive their light in this diſcourſe, from his beames;and the lear- 
ned Jeluite $/kei/4,conld not bur be conyerted with the neceffity of thofe demonſtra- 
rions ; and I may boldly fay, Popery (fince it was) never received ſo deepe awound 
from any worke, as from that of his. What King eyer moderated the ſolemne acts of 
| an Univerſitie 1n all profeſſions, and had ſo many hands clapt inthe applauſe of his 
 acuce, and learned determinations ? Briefly, ſach is his entire acquaintance with all 
| {ciences, 2nd with the Queene ofall, Divinitie, that hee might well diſpute with the 
| infallible Pope Paxlys @niatzr for his triple Crowne ; and I would all Chriſtian quar- 
rels lay upon this dael!. His juſtice in governing matcheth his knowledgehowto go-[F 
| verne . for asone that knowes the Common-wealth cannot bee unhappy, wherein 
according to the wiſe Heathensrule)law isa Queene, and will a ſubje&, He hathever 
 endevoured to frame the proceedings ofhis government to the lawes, not the lawes 
to them. Wirneſſe that memorable example,whereof your eyes were witneſſes; I 
| meane rheunpartiall execution of one of the ancienteſt Barons of thoſe parts, for | 
the murder ofa meane ſubje&t. Wherein not the fayour of the block might be yeel- 


ded, rhatthe diſhonour of che dearth might bee no lefſe than the paine of the ea 
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Yer who will not grant his Mercy to bee eminent amongſt his yertnes, when Parſuns Fans 
himſelfe yeelds 1r? And if a vertue fo continuing, could bee capable of exceſſe, this | 
might ſeeme fo in him. For that which was ſaid of Azaſtaſizs che Emperor, that hee | ceg-.1 3.734, 
would attempt no expluit{though neyer ſo famous)iF ic might colt the price of Chri- 
{tian blood ; and that which was ſaid of Mayritzus, that by his good will he would nor | £-ag-46.c-1. 
have ſo much asa iratcor die; and that of Yeaſian, thar he wept cyen forjuſt execu- |. 
tions ; and laſtly thar of Th2odous, that hee witht he could recall thoſe to life againe | $.y Fe 
that had wronged him ; may inſome ſenſe be juſtly verified of our mercifull Sove- 
raigne. I pray God the meaſure of this vertue may never hurt himſelfe ; Iam fire 
the want of it ſhall never give cauſe of complaint to his adverſaries. Bur among all | 
his Heroicall Graces, which commend him as a Man, asa Chriſtian, as a King ; Pictie | 
and firmnefle in religion calls mee to it, and will not ſuffer me to deferre rhe menti- 
on of it any longer. A private manunſetled in opinion, is like a looſe tooth jnthe head, 
rroubleſome and uſe-lefſe : but a publike perſon unſtay ed,is dangerous. Reſolution 
for the truth is ſo much better than knowledge,by how much the poſleſling of a trea- 
ſure, 1s better than knowing where it is. With what zeale did his Majeſtic flic upon 
the blaſphemous novelties of Yorſizus £ How many ſolicitations, threats, promilts, 
profers hath hee trampled under his feet in form-c times, for bur a promile of an in- 
different connivence at the Romiſh retigion ? Was it noran anſwer worthy ofa 
King, worthy of marble and brafſe, thathe madeunto their agent for rhispurpoſe, | ,.,,;,. 

in the times of the greateſt perill of reſiſtance, That al/the Crownes and Kinpdomes in this | B.8xrl.nfeer 
worl4ſhoull not inluce him to change any jot of his profeſsion £ Hath he not fo ingaged him- | © *=/9"%74% 
ſeIfe in this holy quarrell, that the world confeſſes Rome had never ſuchan Adverſa- No ad 
ry ? andall Chriſtian Princes rejoyce to follow him as their worthy leader in all the 
battles of God ; and all Chriſtian Churches in their Prayers and exclamations, ſtile 
!him, in a double right, Defender of the faith, more by deſert, than inhericance. 
Bur becauſe as the Sunnebeames, ſopraiſes are more kindly, when they are caſt 
| | oblique upontheir objects, than when they fall dire&tly ; let me ſhew you him rather 
n the bleſſings we receive from him.than in the graces which are in him. And not to 
| inſiſt upon his extinguithing of thoſe helliſh feuds in Scotland, and the reducing of 
thoſe barbarous borderers to c1vilitie and order, (two as worthy of eternitie, and 
which no hand bur his couid doe ) Conſider how great things the Lord hath done for us by 
him in our Peace jnonr freedome of the Goſpel, 3n our Deliverance. 

Continuance derracts from rhe value of any favour. Little doe we know the price 
of peace. Ifwe had beene 1n the coat of our foretathers,or our neighbours, we ſhould 
have knowne how to eſtcerne this deare bleſſing of God. Oh, my deare brethren, | 
we never knew what it wasto heare the murdering peeces about our eares zto ſee our 
Churches and houſes flamirg over our heads ; to heare the fearefull cracks of their 
falls mixed with the confuſedout-cries of men,killing,incouraging to k1ll, or reſiſt, 
dying,and the ſhriekings of womenandchildren ; we never ſaw tender babes ſnarcht | Tyme ge: 

. : | *_—\ | monents 
from the breſts of their mothers, now bleedinguponthe ſtones, or ſprawling upon | & ſanguine in 
the pikes ; and thediſtracted mother raviſhed, ere ſhee may have leave rodie. Wee | «lto- | 
never ſaw men and horſes lie wallowing in their mingled blood,and the ghaſtly viſa- pray Fe 
es of death deformed with wounds. The impotent wife hanging with teares on her | fi ced: viori 
armed husband, as deſirous to die wich him, with whom ihe may not live. The ama- | $7790: vot- 

| - F Y - vuntar equi. 

zed runnings to and fro of thoſe that would faine eſcape if they knew how, and the | ;;;;; 4ez rt, 

furious pac- of a bloody victor ; The rifling of houſes for ſpoile, and every ſouldier 

| | [running with his load, and ready to fight withother for our booty ; The miſerable 
\ = E |captive driven manacled before the inſulting enemie. Never did wee know how 
| cruell an Adverfary is, and how burdenſome an helper 1s1n war. Looke round abour 
you. All your neighbours have ſeene and taſted theſe calamities. All thereſt of the } 
[world have beene whirled about 19 theſe wofull tumults : onely this Zazd hath like 
| the center ſtood unmoveable. Onely this 7/e hath beene like Nilus, which when all | y,, cum nipic 
other waters over-flow, keeps within the banks. Thar wee are free from theſe and a |#ycms alizs pro- 
thouſand other miſcries of war, Whither ſhould we aſcrib< it,burnextunder God, to} 5/294 ndes, 
his Anointed, as a King, as a King of Peace ? For both Anarchie is the mother of| tizenrize. | 

diviſion, \ CludEpigy. 
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The breſts of fome Princes have beene like a Thunder-ciond, whoſe vapounrs would 


eAn bolyPaneggrick. 


te ts 


divifion, asweſce inthe ſtate of Zalie : wherem, when they wanted their Kin 
rat into ciyill broyles ; The Venetians with them of Ravenna; Verona an 
centia, with the Paduans, and Tarviſians; The Pitans and Florentines with them gf 
Luca and Sienna. And beſides, every King 1snot a Peace-maker ; Ours is mace of 
Peace. There have beene Princes, which as the Antiochians ſaid of 7wias ( takirs 
occaſion by the Bull which hee ſtampt in his coyne ) have goared the world rodeath, 


Diſcorſ.! LC 29. 
Due contrnugtte 
ſucceſſion ds 
Princip! eirtuoſs 
anno grand F 
offerti 


Zlato8.de Reje 


never leave working till they have vented themſelves with terror tothe world: 
| hath nothing in it, but a gracious raine to water the inherirance of God. Behold, 


: urs, 
even He alone, like to Noahs Dove, brought an Olive of Peace to the rofled ry ae 
Chriſt:ndome ; He like another A»guſtus, before the ſecond comming of Chriſt, hath 
becalmed the wor!d, and ſhat the ron gates of warre ; and isthe bond of that peace 
he hath made. Andif the Peace-maker both doth blefle, and is bleſſed ; how ſhould 
we bleſſe him. and blefle God for him, and holdour ſelves blefled in him ? 
Now what were peace without religion, but Ike a Nabals ſheep-ſhearing ; like the 
farting of an Epicurean hogge ; the very feſtivall revels of the Devill. But for us : we 
have Gloria inexcelſis Deo,fung before our Pax in ierris ; in a word, we hayePeace with 
the Goſpell. Machiavel himſelfe cou'd fay in his diſcourſes, that two continued ſac- 
ceſſons of vertnous Princes (faxro grand; effett3) cannot but doe great matters. Wee 
| prove it ſo thisday;wherctn religion is not only warmed, butlocked in her ſeat ſofaſt, 
that the gates of hel] ſhall never prevajle againſt it. There have been Princes,andrhat 
in this land, which(as the heathen Politician compared his Tyrant)have been like to 


ill Phyfitians, that have purged away the good humours and lefrthe badbehind them; 
with whom any thing hath been lawfull, bur to be religions. Some of your gray haires 
can be my witneſſes. Behold theevils we have eſcaped, ſhew us our bleſſings. Here 
hath beene no dragging our of honſes, no hiding of Bibles, no creeping into woods, 
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cory 2dce\ of Biſhops, as if hee had beene one of them. King 7ames beſides his ſolemne conte- 


ner dediznatas. 


no Eonnering orButchering of Gods Saints, no rotting in dungeons, no caſting of 
infants out of the mothersbellie into the mothers flames ; nothing but Gods truth a- 
bundantly preached, cheerefully profeſſed,incouraged, rewarded. What nation un- 
der heaven ycelds ſo many learned Divines ? What rimes ever yeelded ſo many 

preaching Bithops ? when was this Citte(the Citic of our Joy Jever ſo happy this way, 
as in theſe late ſucceſſions 2 Whither can wee aſcribe this health of the Church, and 
life ofrhe Goſpcll, but, next toGod,to His example, His countenance, His endevours: 

Wherein I may not omit how righthe hath trod inthe ſteps of that bleſſed Conftantine, 
in all hisreligiousproceccings.Let us in one word parallel thcm.Corftantine cauſed fif- 
ry Volumes of the Scriptures to be faire written out in parchmenr, for theuſe of the 
{ Church. King Tzes hath cauſed the Bookes of Scriprures to be accurately tranſlated 

and publiſhed by thouſands. Corſtaztine made a zealous edidt againſt Novatians,Valenti 
nians, Marcionites. King Tames beſides his powerfull proclamations and ſoveraigne 
lawes hath effectually written againſt Popery, and Yorſti.1niſme. Conſtantinetookaway 
the hbcrtie of the meetings of Hereticks : King Iames hath by wholſome lawes 
[1nhibiredtheafſemblics of Papiſts and Schiſmarickes. Coxſtartive fate in the middeſt 


e 


rences, vouchſafes( not ſe:dome)toſpend his meales in diſcourſe with his Biſhops, and 
other worthy Divines. Coxſtantine charged his ſonnes ( ut plane &+ ſize frco Chriſtiani e- 


ſeri) that they ſhould be Chriſtians in earneſt. King 14mes hath done the like in leat- 
| 


1sarcſemblance : Coxftantive had his picture ſtampt upon his metals praying- King, 


(Z2mes hath his picture wich prayer aboutit; 0 Lord, protedt the lingdomes which thou hf 


nnited. Laitly, Conſtantine built Churches; one in Jeruſalem, another in Nicomedia- 
King James hath founded one Colledge, which ſhall helpe ro build and confirme the 


whole Church of God upon earth. Yee wealthy Citizens that loye Jeruſalem, cat 11 
your itore after rhis royall example, into the Sanuarie of God : and whiles you 
makethe Church of God happy, make your ſelves ſo. Brethren, if we have any reli(h 
{ of Chriſt, any ſer.ſe of heaven, let nsbleſſe God forthe life of our foule, the Goſpel; 


and for the ſpiric ofthis life, his Anointed. 
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ncd and divineprecepts, which ſhall livetill timebeno more. Yea.,in their yery coynes 
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X | | But where had beene ourpeace, or this freedomeof the Goſpell; withoutour deli- 

| IX | |verance ? andwhere hadour deliverance beene withouthim ? Asitwas reported of 
|| |rhe Oake of Mamre, tharallreligionsrendred their yeerly worſhip there : The Jewes 

becauſe of  Ab74bar their Parriarch ; the Gentiles becauſe of the Angels that avpez= 

redrtheretoAbrahaws; The Chriſtians becauſe of Chriſt that was there ſeene of Abraham 

with the Angels ; So was there to King 1ames in his firſt beginnings, a confluence of 

all ſeats, with papers in their hands, and (as it was beſt forthem ) witha Rogamns Do- 


nine, non pugnamng, Ike the ſubjectsof Theodoſgys. Bur ourcozens of Sararia, when þ 909-004 6 
[they ſaw that Safowons yoke would nor bee lightned, ſoone flew off in a rate, What | 1oiph Anti 
portion havewe in David? And now thoſe, which had ſooft looktup to Heaven in vain, i ood, go 
reſolve rodigdowne to Hell for aid. Satan himſelfe met them, andoffered ( for fas | cognates apyelie- 
ving of their labour) to bring hell up to them. What a world of ſi}phur had he provi- [ei quandi 
ded againſtrhat day ? Whata brewing of death was tunned up in thoſe veſſels? The ns, 
murderousploners laughtat the cloſe teliciry of their projet; and now beforc-hand | &-- 
ſeemed incconceit to have heard the crack ofthis helliſhrbunder, andro ſee the man- | "Fob" þ we- 
pled carkafſes of the Hereticksflyingupſo ſuddenly, that their foules muſt needsgoe | que,6c. 
upwardtowards theirperdition ; their ſtreets ſtrewed with leggesandarmes ; and the 

ſtones braining as many in their fall, as they blew up in theirriſe. Remember the Chil- 
dren of Edo, O Lord, in the 1a; of Teruſalem.whichſaid, Downewith$t. dawne with #t, eves 
tothe ground. O Dang/t r of Bale!, worthy tobe deſtroyed, bleſſed ſhall be be that ſerveth thee as 
thou wou!ldeſt have ſerved us. But he? that firs in Heaven laught as faſt atthem ; to ſee 
rheir pre{umprion that would be ſending up bodies to heaven before the reſurreion, 
and preferring companions to Elzas ina fiery Chariot ; and faid (vt quid fremuerunt & ) 
Conſider now hoxo great things the Lord hath done for us ; The ſhare js broken; and wee are 
delivered. But how ? As that learned Biſhop well applied Sa{cmon to this purpoſe, j 
Dzvinatio in labiis Regts.It there had not beene a divination in the lips of the King, we poinng . 
had beene allin jawes of death. Under his ſhadow we are pteſervedalive, as Teremie| © Pe 
ſpeaketh. Ir is true, God could have doneit by other meanes ; but hee would doe it 
by this, that we might owe the being of our lives to him, of whom we held our well- | 


being before. Oh praiſed be the God of heaven for our deliverance ! Praiſed be God 
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| for his anointed, by whom wee are delivered. Yea how ſhould we call toour fellow SE 
creature? The Angels,Saints, heavens elements, meteors, mountaines, beaſts, trees,to| Tenn 
helpe us praiſe che Lord for this mercy. And ( as the oath ofthe Romane ſouldiers| xaia;& by 
ranne ) how deare and precious ſhould the life of Ceſar be to'us, above all carthly | ei St- 


| chings ? how ſhould we hate the baſe unthankfulnefle of thoſe men, which can ſay of Mrns ap ag 


him, as one faid of his Saint Martiv, Mariinus bonus bs auxilio, charns in negotio ; WHO | rieres habebs 
whiles they owe him all, grudge him any thing. Away wichthe mention of outward — 
{rhings : all che blood in our bodies is due to him : all the prayers and well-wiſhesof | Jonew. 

our ſoules are due rohim. How ſolemnly fcſtivall ſhould this day bee to us and to | 9%«.Friſl-46- 
our poſterities for ever ? How cheerefully for our peace, our religion , our de- | 7,4, othe 
| liverance, ſhould wee take up that acclamation which the people of Rozze infed 1n | Friſt 4 c31- j 
the Coronation of Charles the great, Carolo Tacnbo a Deo coronato, magno & pacificol _ | 
Britaunorum Imperatori , vita ef viderig, To Charles Tames crowned of God, the \ F563 
wreat andpeaceable Emperor of Britaize, Life and victorie, andlet God and his pev- 
1PIeIAay, Amen. ” 
| Theſe were great things indeed,that God did for Iſrael; great thar he hath done for 
us; great for the preſent, not cerraine for the future. They had not,no more have we, 
the bleſſings of God by entaile,or by leaſe.Only at the good will ofthe Lord:and that 
1s,duringour good behaviour, Sin is a forfeiture of all favours. If ox doe wicked, yu 
ſhall periſh. It was not for nothing, that the ſame word in the originall ſignifiesborh (in 
and puniſhment. Theſe rwoare inſeparable. There is nothing butalictle priority in 
time between them. The Angels did wickedly,they periſht by their fall from heaven. | 
The old world did wickedly,they periſht by waters from heaven.The Sodotnites did 
wickedly,they periſhtby fire from heaven. Corahand his compatty did wickedly,they 
| periſhr by the earth. The Egypriansdid wickedly, they periſht by the Sea.The Cana-| 
"ores did wickedly,they periſhrby the ſword of Iſrael. The Iſraclites did wickedly, 
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they periſhtby peſtilence, ſerpents, Philiſtims. -Whar, ſhould 1 runmy Rlfeour gf <| 
breath inthisendleſſe courſe of examples ? There was never fin, burithadapurig,.|* 
ment;either inthe Acor,or inthe Redeemer. There wasnever puniſkmenr,bue was | 
for ſin. Heaven ſhould have no-quarell againſt us, Hell could have nopower overus | 
| but for our ſins. Thoſe are they that haveplaguedus :Thoſeare they that threarenys | 
But what ſhall be che judgement ? Periſhing. Towhom?\Toyouand your King.) | 
{Hedothnorſay, Ifyour King doe wickedly, you ſhall periſh, as ſomerimes hee hath 
done : nor, If your Kingdoe wickedly, heſball periſh, although Kings are neither pri-| 
| vileged from ſinnes, nor from jadgements,z nor it you doe wickedly, you only ſhajll 
periſh; but,7f ye doe wickedly, ye and your King ſhall periſh. So neer arelationistherehe. 
ewixt the King and Subjects z the kn ofthe one reacheth to the judgement of the g. 
ther ; andthe judgement of the one is the {mart of both. TheKing is the Head, the 
Commons the ſtomack tif the head be fick, the ſtomack isaffeted. Devid ſinnes, the 
people die. If the ſtomack be ſick, the head complaines. -Forthe tranſgreſlion ofthe 
people are many Princes. What could have ſnatcht from our head that fiveet Prince, 
| of freſh andbleeding memory, (that might juſtly have challenged 0thoes name, Mire- 
4 ff bjligmund;) now in the prime of all the worids expectation, but ourtraiterous wick- 
FOO ednefſes > His Chriſtian modeſty upon his death-bed could charge himſelfe, (no,no,] 
have fins enow of my owne to doe this.) But this very accuſation did cleare him, and 
burden us. O glorious Prince, they are our (ins that are guilty of thy death, andour 
loffe. We have done wickedly, thou perithed(t. A harſh word for thy glorified con- 
dirion. Bur fach a periſhingasis incident to Saints , (for there is a Perire de medio, as 
well as a Perire« facis) a periſhing from the earth, as well as a periſhing from God, It 
was a joyfull periſhing to thee : onr ſins have adyantaged thy ſoule, which is partly 
therfore happy, becauſe wee were unworthy of thee ; but they have robbed us of our 
happineſſe in thee. Oh our treacherous ſins, that have offered this violence rothat 
ſweet hopefull ſacred perſon ! And doe they nor yer ſtill conſpire againſt him, that is 
yetdearer to us, the root of theſe goodly branches, the breath of our noſtrils, the a- 
nointed of God? Brethren letme ſpeak it confidently :. As every fin is atraitor toa 
mans owne ſoule, ſo every wicked man is atraitor to his King: yea,cvery ofhis crying 
{ns 15a falſe-heartedrebel, that hides powder and pocket dags for the precious life 
of his Soveraigne. Any ſtates-man may learne this even of Machiavel himſelfe : which 
I confeſſe when I read, Ichought of the Devill confefling Chriſt. That the givingof 
 oferueme dt | God his due, is the cauſe of the greatneſſe of any State ; and contrarily, the neglett 
of his ſervice, the cauſe ofruine : and ifany prophane Zoſeraxs ſhall doubr ofthispoint, 
Iwould but tarne him to Evagrixs his diſcourſetothis purpoſe, where he ſhall findin- 
| ſtances of enow particulars, What-ever politick Philoſophers have diſtingwſhed,be- 
| pier Lr.crr, | twixt ba2#s 2jr,and civis,l fay,thatas a good man cannotbe an ill ſubjec;ſo alewdman 
Evagr.L3x641- | Cari NOmMore be a good ſubjeR, than evill can be good. Let him ſooth,and Fiveare what 
| - |hewill, his finsare ſo many treaſons againſt the Prince and State : for, Ruine isfrom 
| £zeckoutg. | iniquity, faith Ezechiel.Alas, what ſafety can we bein,when fach miſcreants lurkin our! 
| houſes, jetinourſtreets; when the Country, City, Coirt,-is ſofulloftheſe ſpirituall 
\ confpiracies?Ye that are Magiſtrates,nor for Gods ſake only,but for your Kings fake, 
| whoſe Deputies ye are,as he1s Gods; not for religion only,bur for very policy,as you 
renderthe dearlife ofour gracious Soveraigne ; as you regard the ſiveet pezce of this 
State,and Kingdome:the welfare ofthis Church;yea,as you love your own life, peace, 
welfare ; rouzeup your ſpirits, awaken your Chriſtian courage, and ſet your ſelves 
heartily againſt the trairorly fins of theſe times, whichthreaten the bane of all theſe: | 
Cleanſe ye theſe Augeas ſtables of our drunken Tavernes,of our prophane Srages,and 
ofrhoſe blind Vaults in pans filrhineſſe,hoſe ſteps goe downeto the chambers of death, 
. -|y24;tothe deepe of hell. And ye, my holy brethren, the meſſengers of God,if there be any 
ſonsof Thunder amongſtyou,if ever you ratled from heayenthe terrible judgement 
of God againſt ſinners,now doit; for(contrary tothe naturall)the deep winter of n! 
guity is moſt ſeaſonable for this ſpirituall thunder. Beheard above, be ſcene beneatÞ- 
4} Our-face fin, our-preach it,out-live it. Weareſtars intherighrhand of God:letusÞb* 
like any ſtars ſayethe Moon, thar hath blots in her face;or the ſtar worm-wood, wth 
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Inde 13, 
Cu imperio do- 
guide. Then ſhall we with authority ſpeak what we doe, when we doe thar which we pd anoplaty | 
(peak. We can never better teſtific ourthankfulland loyall reſpects ro fo good a King | #% 
in whoſe tavour isour lite, and by whoſe grace we are upheld againſt theunworthy RO: 
affronts of this ſacrilegious Age, than by crying downe, by livingdowne thoſe ſinnes 
which threatenour happineſle 1n him. And ye,beloved Chriſtians, whoſe faces ſeem 
worthily to congratulate the joy of this day, if ye would approve your ſelyes good 
| ſubjects ro wur King, labour tobe good ſubjeRs ro His King, the King of Heaven. A- 
way with thoſe rebellious wickedneſfes which may bce prejudiciall to our peace. In 
vaine ſhall we teſtifie our loyalty by theſe outward cerernonies of rejoycing, if webe 
faulty in the ſubſtance. To what purpoſe ſhall! wering our bels, if in the meane time 
we hold faſt Salomons' funes peceatorum) cords of ſin, yea,the Prophets cart-ropes of ini- | Pro-$-33. 
quity ; and thereby pull downe judgement upon our heads 2 To what purpoſe ſhall 
we kindle Bonehres in our ſtreets, if we kindle the flame of Gods difplcaſure againſt 
as by our finnes > To what purpoſe ſhall ye feaſt one another in your houſes, if you 
ſhall feaſt the fiends of hell with your wilfull ſinnes ? Demonum cibns ebrietos ; Hierome 
ich well, Drunkennefle, luxurie, fornication, and every ſinne 1s the very diet and | #i*r 4e filio 
dainries of the Devill. For Gods ſake therfore, for your Kings fake, for your owne [92-1 ca ek 
ſoules ſake, bee good, that you may be loyall. Oh my brethren, letus not with old [-brieras, tuxur:s, 
Toby (affer our eyes to bee blinded with the fwallowesdung of this world. Letusnot ctrl ; 
dare to make a willing ſhipwrack of conſcience, for the venture of a little ballaſt of 
\gaine. Away with our pride, ufury, oppreſſion, falſe weights, falſe oaths, fulle faces; 
Doe no more wickedly, that we periſh not. 
They are our fins, whichas they threaten to loſe us our beſt friend above,(the God 
of our ſalvation ) ſo they hearten our adverſaries againſt us on earth, Their hopes, 
their deſignes, their wickedneſſe tous, hath beenprofeſt to be builrnpon ours to God. 
If they did not ſee we did evill, they duritnot hope we could perith. Authority hath 
wiſely and ſeaſonably taken order for diſarming of wiltull Recuſants. Whar ſhould 
weapons doe in the hand ofdiſſoyalty ? Oh that it could take order to ſtrip us ofour 
. | finnes, which will eſfe arme God and his creatures againſt us ! The gates of Rowe, the 
| T[gatesofhell, could not hurtus, if wee did not hurt our ſelves. Oh that wee could fo 
loveour ſelves, as to part with all our plauſible and gaintull evills ; that wee would 
this day renue our holy covenants with God, and keepe them foreyer ? How would 
he ſtillfeedus with the fineſtof the wheat 2 How would he, that( as this day ) when 
wee feareda tempeſt, gaveusan happy calme, preventa tempeſt in our calme when | 2«»n02tmer 
we feare not? How ſafely ſhould our children play, and we feaſtin our ſtreets? How —_— 
memorable a patterne of mercy ſhould this Iland be to all poſterities > What famous | Hier.dial. ad- 
Trophees of victory would hee ered over all Antichriſtianiſme amongſt us? How | "P44: 
freely and loud ſhould the Goſpell of Godring every where in the eare of the ge- 
nerations yet unborne ? How fare ſhould we be, long and long to enjoy lo gratiots 
and dearea Soveraigne, ſo comfortable a peace, ſo happy agovernment ? event1ll 
this Eve of the Az»mrciation of the firſt comming of Chriſt, overtake the day 
of the 4narnciation of the ſecond comming, for our redemption, Which 
God for his mercies fake, for his Chriſts fake, vouch- 


ſafe to grant us. Aer. 
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SERMON PREACHED 
BEFURE HIS MAJESFLIE: AT 
his Courtat T nar BaLdDs, on Sunday 


the 15, of SEPTEMBER, 
I G 2 3, 


lonn 7. 24. 
Indee not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgement. 


;F555> ooo inthecivillbody, ſo inthe naturall ; the head asir is the 

{+3 Þ, 4-847 higheſt, fo the chiefe part : according tothe place is the 
EAVES bo dignity : Of the head, the higheſt Region is chiefeſt, ſer- 
ving only for the uſe of intelleftuall powers ; whereas the 

lower part of it isonely imployed for bodily nutrition : 

Now, as the reaſonable part of the Soule 1s Yertex anime, 

\V5J/2j] being contradiſtinguiſhed to the ſenſitive; So, if ye di- 

A DI {tinguith the reaſonable into Judgement & Deliberation, 
{Fo oe000 © ve on | Natnrak Indicatorium dicetur efſe veriex, ſaith Aqiings ;, 
JROners is the top of our Soule, and therefore cals for 

the top of our care ; If the higheſt Wheele goe right, the inferiour hardly erre.Heare 
then the golden rule of the Author,of the Judge of our judgement, 1ndge xot according 
to the appearance, but judge righteous judgement. The negative parts firſt, T#dge not; then, | 
| 


Tudge: Where the minde 1s free and cleare,it is good to begin with the poſitive docu- 
ments of right, waich is theruleto it ſelte and the wrong;but where the heart is fore- 
\iled withmil-opinion, ablarive directions are firſt needfull rountecach error, ere 
we can learne truth. Judge not therefore according torhe appearance: ww7' 3», 1s (as 
che Vulcar rightly) ſecurdem faciem, according to the face, becaule the face onely ap- 
pearcs, the reſt 1s hid : Every thing, not man onely, hath both a face andan heart ; a 
face which is perviousto every eye, an heart to which none eyecan pierce but the 
ite, This face, asof man, {oof things, isafalſe rule of judgement ; Frons,oculs, cc. 
The forchead,eyes, countenance tell many a lye. Judpe not therefore according to 
{appearance : ir15no meaſuring by a crooked line : There is nothing more uncertaine 
|| than appearance; ſome things appeare thar are not, and ſome rhings are that appeare 
| net; and that (beſides naturall occurrences) in morally both good and evill : Some 
things appeare good thar are nor, and therefore mi{-lead the heart oth toan unjuſt 
proſecution, and to a falſe applauſe , ſome things appeareevyill thar are not, and there- | 
foro miſclead ns toan injurious cenſure,andundeſerved abomination : Againe, ſome 


_ 2 —_ - _ - yr Fe _ a $3 p ; _— ev ” : / 4 ; nw " 5 = + en 
- - - . - < ww - " 5 - : \ 1 
ay - j" I fo - - bo D pn * aw ys 5: g Mer —— i _— 
H__—_ - 6 - 4 ( c x» _ , 
RPE 0 - __—_ to "IS I - XF Mo %; £5 —_ | 
- _ _—_ - a n 4 - ” % ae 6 © a « " 
2 We __ . > : ” * w 4 { © Sf a. 4 ' bf r. wg - RE Leh OY $6 " 
: ; wa 2 A ' - - - —_— » j ; Fe 5 Mow \ a. vw > orb _ = _ — ++ w os a 
- G—_— . - : bw 2 , —_ « ; Ro ho ” 1 df - Sy 4 —_ WAG DR ; a " _ 
-o _————_e - ; FT. - « k "> Sis te a —— 7 . - X ” : T >4 We par Foes "6 a 4 - ” on —_ N PI 
_—_ _ 4% _ RF P q mend me <_——_ ” __ ” ue " "" - Yor re - lane "a4 2 _ 2 - ——_ . 4 _ F k "* W_ foe - = 

oy ; — 7 "Pa —_ ; ts 7; xs he. es TIO $f mr pe; 99 —* - | —_ - ; 4 ap = HELL OT 5 oa 14 _ een = . 

: F > _ - ; x ” . "WY I , " a AE ns hh. ”"% 4 . : —_ gen , = - : uh . « =, ANG __ < - Z > _ 2 
_ YT j L | OT ns 4 ERC ee 1 E—.. " . J * . I 2 ad 1s - Y _ . Fs — . —" 0 - , noe; 4 Go A q Wo I - 
4 207 IS SR . $ rn. aA. 4 OE 22 EE ws - M 7 , - _ Fakes Wh. þ : a ngth,r La GR :1e" Wanda = we” 4 l k RX # I ; = ST” Tha I A & anne by p 

: : — | Id < : , A Sx hdd on Woes nn - a þ * "= Þ RE WW LT ws | r - 4 
as. I nt AF Cy WE. 4 CEE OS! _ 0” ” * IN 0 0 E i ane Langer ie <p res: 4 FCS —_—_ to __ - z S* oo -" wo ” - a R - " . & WA 
STS oath ER oa re ta tt _ _ = ” rrwe 35 App Nd + ae hs ey N Tn. ba mn 2 . 

- = - - p : wk *.. FA 4 * 7 way <4 \ ” —* . _ 

© per "— IG _— __ ——_— - we TW - awry; ee ng - £ bo 2 4 a "— 

MEE"; arr of - . 4 p o _ te aa __ - 4 $0ewhagt . 

mo IP we ant» © iow 1 50499 : he 
. \ . A g 5. ha k - 
N _ 


: I'S 
£ —_— "=: R a « 
my a ” s. "ay —__" 7 
+——WV et Boe Hee TEC Ce 3. her Def 
. . be mats 
- _—  R— _ - _— 
” "—_— ib Wncrbitnas wy 
_ = ER 


| L! 


things are good that appeare not, and therefore loſe both our allowance and purſuir ;| 


| {One things are evill that appeare nor, and therefore inſinnate themſ-lyes into our | | 
| acquaintance and love, to our colt : Many a Snake ies hid underthe Strawberry 
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d lookes lovely : Vertue as often come: 
forth (likea Martyr inthe Inquiſition) wicha San-benit upon her back, and cap 
painted with Devils upon her head,ro make herugly tothe bcholders;1ndge wot ihe,s. 
fore according tothe appearance. h 

Theappearanceor face, is of things, asof men : We ſee irat once withone caſt of 
 theeye, yet there are angles, and hills, and dates, which upon more earneſt yiew tho 
eyeleescauſe trodwellin : foitis with this appearance or face of things, whichhay. 
(eve it ſcemes wholly to appearetous at the firſt glance, yerupon further ſearch wil 

deſcry much matter of our inquiry : For every thing from the skin incluſiyely rg 
the heart, 1s the face > every thing beſides true being, 1s appearance. All the fa! 
\xrr/az that uſe to beguile the judgement of man, hide themſelves under this appex- 
'rance: Theſe reduce themſelves to three heads, Prefamprions,falſe Formes,Evcnts: 
Preſumprions muſt be diſtinguiſhed ; for whereas there are three degrees of them, | 
firſt (Jevia Probabilia) light Probabilities, then faire Probabilities, and rhirdly, { crong 
Probabilities, whichare called, Tzdicia jaris, the two firit are alowedby very inqu- 
ſitors,bur as ſufÞcient to cauſe ſuſpition,to take information, td attach rheſulpected, 
[not enough whereon to ground the Libell or the torture, much leffe a final! judge- 
{ment : Thus Elie ſees Aznaes lips goe,therefore ſhe 1s arunke : The Phariles fee Chriſt 
|fitwith ſinners, he is a friend to their ſins. 
| Falſe formes are preſented either tothe eye or tothe eare. Inthe former, belides 
| fapernaturall deluſions, there isa deceir of the {ighr, whether through the indilj oft 
tion of the Organ, or the diſtance of the Object, or the miſ-difpolition of theme- 
dium : Soasif weſhould judge according to appearance,the Sun ſhould double it (eIfe 
by the firſt, through the croſneſſe of the eye, itihould diminiſh it ſelfe by the ſe- 
cond, and ſeeme as big asalarge Sive, orno large Cart-wheele at the moſt : It ſhould 
dance intherifing, and move irregularly by the third. To rhe eare are mif-reports, 
and falſe ſuggeſtions, whether concerning rhe perſon, or the cauſe. Inthe former, the 
; calumniating tongue of the Detrator, is the Iugler that makes any mans honeſty or 
worth appeare ſuchas his malice liſteth : In the latter, the ſmooth rongue of the ſuh- 
tile Rhetorician 1s the Impoſtor which makes cauſes appeare tothe .unſetled judge- | 
;ment, ſuchas his wit or fayow pleaſeth : Eyents, which are oft-timesas much againſt 
the intention, andaboye the remedie of the Agent, as beſides thenature of the ACt :; 
Theres fometimesa good event of evill, as Taſons adverfary cured him in ſtabbing 
him:;the Iſraelites thrive by oppreſſion, the Field of the Church yeelds moſt whenit] 
11s manured with bloud : There is ſometimesan ill event of good ; Abimelech gives Da- 
vid the Shew-bread, and the Sword, he andhis family dies forit : Sapientiseſt preſtare D 
culpam;, Itis enough fora wiſe man to wieldthe Ac, the iſſue he cannot : Wiſdome| 
makes demonſtrative Syllogiſmes,4 priori, from the cauſes; folly Paralogifmes,a poſte-| 
riori, from the lucceſſe. Careat ſucceſiibus opto quiſquis ab eventn,&c. was of old the word 
j of the Heathen Poer. If therefore either upon {light probabilities, or falſe formes, 
or ſubſequent events wee paſſe our verdict, we doe what is here forbidden, judge ac- 
cording toappearance. 

Had the charge beene only Iudge #0t,andgone no further, it had beenevery uſefull 
and noother than our Saviour gave inthe Mount :we areall on our way ; Every ma 
makes himſelfe a Juſtice Itinerant, andpaſſeth ſentence of all that comes before him, 
[yea (beyondallcommiliion) of all above him ; and that many times not without! 
| grofſe miſ<conſtruction, as inthe caſe of our late direftions : Ourvery Judgesareat 
our barre; Secrets of Court,of Counſel, of State eſcape usnot, yeanor thoſe of the 
{molt reſerved Cabinet of Heaven : @wis te conſtitit Indicem?Who made thee 2 Judge? | 
as the Ifraclite (unjuſtly) ro Moſes : Theſe are ſawcy uſurpersof forbidden Chaires; 
; and therefore it is juſt with God, that (according to the Plalmiſt) ſach Judges ſhculd! 

be caſt downe in ſtony places, yea,as it is 11 the Originall, y>D v2 \UCLVI charthey 
ſhould be left in the hands of therocke (allidantur Petre) thar they ſkould bee Caſh 
againſt the racks, that will be failing without Card or Compaſt, inthe vaſt Occan0 
Gods Counſels,or his Anointeds. I | 


But [i 
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/ T be Deceit of Ippearance. 
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Al Batnow 


cerning Elias, Looke not os his countenance, ner the height of his ſtatare. Ts an out 


eaTancc. 


it fils the eye, Inge not therefore eccording toappearance. 


matters whether Naturall, CivilL,or Divine. 


hid, or broken, ſhortly, that our ſtore may not be judged by the appearance. 
| Civill ; Wiſemen and ſtateſmen eſpecially may not alwayes looke the ſame w4 


a rt As > IS IE Is A Ate 
CAC er IO 


to appearance. 


wwo Theeves, ſcorned of the beholders, ſealed up in a borrowed grave, could lay 
other,than, Hee hath no forme nor beauty, when wee ſhall ze him there isnothing | 


| Ee as -—— _— 


here our Saviour ſeaſesour Commiſſion, ſetsus upon the Bench; allowes 
us the act, but takesorder for the manner;we may judge, we may not judge according 
to the appearance; we may be Judges(whether «iz, or #5) theone to condemne, | 
che other to abſolye; we may not be «iu N4p,1577 mer Judges of evill thoughts;and 
we ſhall be evill-chougkred Judges, ifwee ſhall judge according to appearance. Not 
only Fortune and Love, but even Juſtice alſo1s wont to be painted blindfold; to im- 
port that it may nor regard faces. God fayes toevery Judge as he did to Semnel,con- 
ragious : 
rape committed ? Is bloud ſhed? Looke not whether it be a Courtiers or a Peafants, | 
whether by a Courtieror aPeaſant ; either of them cries equally loud to heaven; | 
Juſtice cannot bee too Lyncean to the þeing of things, nor coo blind to the ap- 


| 

'g| Thebeſt things appeare not,the worſt appeare moſt; God,the Angels, ſoulesborh 
| |glorifedand encaged in our boſomes, grace, ſupernaturall truths, theſe are moſt- 
| | whatthe objeds of our fairh, and faith 1s the evidence of things nor ſcene 4 Like as 
in bodily objects, rhe more pure and {imple ought is (as aire and ethereall fire) the 
more it flyeth the ſight;the more grofſe and compaRed(as water and earth\the more 


It isan vſcfull and excellent rule for the avoiding of errour in our judgement 0 oy 


Naturall ; what is the appearance of a p-r{on, but the colour, ſhape, ſtature? The 
colour is oft-times bought or boxrowed, the ſhape forced by Art,the ſtature raiſed(to 
contradict Chriſt)a cubirt high, Tudge wot therefore according to appearance. What are the 
colluſions of Juglers and Mountebanks, the weepings and motions of Images, the 
C| noyſesof nuracalous cures and diſpoſleſſions, but appearances ? Fit 4.3quandoin Eccle- © 

ſta maxi deteptio popmliin miraculis fidis a acerdotibus; There is much cozenage of the 
poore people by cogzed miracles, ſaith Cardinall Lyrazws ;, theſe holy frauds cold not 
gull men if chey did not judge according.to appearance. Should appearance bee the 
rule,our harveſt had beene rich;there was not more ſhew ofplertie in our fields, than 
now of ſcarcity 1n our ſtreets. This dearth (to fay rmith) is not in thegraine, but in 
che heart; If the hearts of men were not more blaſted with covetquſneſſe and cruell 
(e]fe-love,than their graine with diſtemperofaire,thisneedednot ; The Barnes and 
Granarics are full,the Markets empty ; Authority knowes how to remedy thisevill, 
how to prevent a dearth in abundance, that men may not affamiſh whom God 
hath fed ; and that when Cod hath givenus the ſtaffe of bread, itmay nor bee either 


they wou'd goe ; like &kilfull Sea-men, they ſomerimes lavere,and(as the wind may 
ſtand)ferch compaſſes of lawfull policies totheir wiſhedpoint, That of Tiberius was 
fearchii] of whom Xipl lame wv 42.6 ou v/v £65210 That hee ſayled EVET A ainſt the wind 
of his words : Fut-ſometimes a good 4 np or Anaſtoſins, will wiſely pretend 
what hee intends not : As our Saviour made as if he went furcher, when hee meant 
ro rurne into Evans : The heartsof Kings Ateas deepe waters; wee may not thinke 
trodraine them 1:1 the hollow of our hand: Secret things to them of whom God hath 
| | ſaid, Dixidiieftis, things revealed tous and our children. Evenwee meane ones 
| |wouldbelothto have alwayes our hearts read 1n Our faces; Tndge #9t therefore according - 


Divine ; In theſe our ſpeech tauſt dwell ; If we ſhould judge according to the ap- 
E |pearance, we ſhould thinke baſely of the Saviour of rhe world; Who thar had ſeene 
| {him ſprawlingandwringing inthe Cratch;flitting to Zepz,chopping of chips at N«- 
| |%4-21h, famiſhing in the Defart,tranſportedby Satan,atrendedby Fiſhermen, perſe- | 
| |cuted by his Kindred, betrayed by one Servant, abjured by another, forfakenofall, | 
| {apprehended.arraigned,condemned,buffered,ſpat upon, ſcourgedto bloud,ſceptred | 
| with the reed, crowried with thornes, nailed cothe Crofle, hanging naked betwixt 
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T be deceit of Appearance. 
chat wee ſhould deſire him 2 Who that ſhould have ſeene his skinne all dewed with 
pearles of bloody ſwear, his back bleeding, his face blubbered and beſmeared, þ;i 
forehead harrowed, his hands and feer pierced, his fide guſhing our, his head bowed 
downe in death, and ſhould withall have heard his dying lips fay, My God, my God prly 
haſt thow forſaken me £ wonld not have aid, Heis deſpiſed and rejected of men,y ea(in appea- 
rance) of God himſelfe. Yer cyenthis while tothe cutting of the finewes of thoſe: 
ſtiff=necked Jewes, the Angels owned him for their Lord, the Sages adored him, the 
Star deſignedhim, the Prophets fore-ſhewed him, the Devils confeſſed him, his Mi- 
raclesevinced him, the earth ſhook, rhe Rocks rent, the Dead lookt our, the Sunne 
looktin, aſtoniſhed at the ſufferings ofthe God of nature ; Even whiles he was deſy:.. 
ſed of men, hee commanded the Devils to their chaines : whiles baſe men ſhot our 
their ronguesat him, Principalities and Powers bowed their knees to him ; whiles 
he hanged deſpicably upon the tree of ſhame, the powers of hell were draggedcap- 
tive after the triumphant chariot of his Croſſe; the appearance was not fo contemptj- 
ble, as the truth of his eſtate glorious. Tudge ot theifore according to appearance. 
Should appearance be the rule, how ſornfully would the carnall eye over-look the 
poore ordinances of God ? What would it find here but fooliſhneſſe of preaching, 
homelinefſe of Sacraments, an inky Letter,a Prieſts lips, a ſavorleſie mefſage,amorſel] 
of Bread, a mouth full of Wine, an handfull of water,a flander-beaten Crofle,a cruci- 
fied Saviour. amilitant Church,adeſpiſed profeflion. When yet this fooliſhneſſe of 
preaching is the power of God to ſalvation ; theſe mute Letters the lively Oraclesof 
God: theſe vile lips the Cabinets of heayen to preſerve knowledge ; this unplauſible 
Meſſage, magnelia Dei; this Water, the Water of Life in the midſt ofthe Paradiſe of 
God : (dar w# 9p) this Bread the Manna of Angels, this Wine heavenly Negar, 
this Churchthe Kings Daughter, all glorious within, this dying Sacrifice theLord 
of life, this Croſſe the Banner of Victory, this Profeſſion Heaven upon earth. Indge 
not therefore according to appearance. 

Should appearance be the rule, woe were Gods children, happy were his enemies. 
Who that had ſcene Caiz ſtanding maſterly over the bleeding carkafſe of Abel, Ioſepb 
in hjsbonds, his Miſtrefſe in her drefle, Moſes in the Flags, Pharaoh in the Palace, David 
 (culking in the wildernefle, 82x/ commanding in the Court, Flies fainting under his 
Juniper tree, Jezebel painting inher cloſer, Michaiah in the priſon, Zidkziah in the pre- 
ſence, Teremien the dungeon, Zedekzah in the throne, Dazie/tremblingamong the Lt 
ons, the Median Princes feaſting in their Bowers, Tohxs head bleeding in the Platter, 
Herod (miling atthe Revels, Chriſt at the Barre, Plate on che Bench, the Diſciples 
/[courged, the ScribesandElders inſulting, would not have faid ; O happy Cain, Poti- 
phars wife, Pharaoh, Saul, Jeſcbel, Zidkiiah, Zedekiah, Median Princes, Pilate, Herod, El- 
ters; miſcrable Abel, xoſeph, Moſes, David, Eliah, Michaiah, Teremie, Daviel, Tohn,Chriſt, th 
Diſciphes:Yet we know Cains viGorie was as wofull,as Ales marryrdome glorious ; 1 
ſephs trons were more precious, than the golden tires of his Miſtrefſe ; Mo;es Reeds 
were more ſure than Pharaohs Cedars ; Davids Cave in the Defart moreſafe than the| 
Towers of Sax! ; Eliahs Rayen amore comfortable purveyor than all the Officers of 
Tezebel ; Michaiahs priſon was the guard-chamber of Angels, when 4habs preſence ws 
the counſel|-chamber of evill ſpirits ; 12remies Dungeon had more true light ofcom- 
tort.than the ſhining ſtate of Zedekiah; Daniel was better guarded with the Lions,than 
Darivs andthe Median Princes with their Janifaries ; Zobys head was morerich with 
the Crowne of his martyrdome, than Herods with the Diadem of his Tetrarchate; 
Chriſt at the Barre gave life and being to Pilate on the Bench, gave motion to choſe 
hands that ſtruck him, to that rongue that condemned him, and in the meane while, ) 
gave ſentence on his Judge; The Diſciples were bettter pleaſed with their {tripe52n 
walesthanthe Jewiſh Elders with their proud Phyladteries, After this, who that ha 
ſeene the primirive Chriſtians, ſome broyled on Gridirons, others boyled in Lead, 
ſomeroſted, others frozen to death, ſome fleaed, others torne with horſes, ſome £17 
ſhed in peeces by the tecthof Lions, others caſt downe from the rocks tothe ſtak®s: 
ſome ſmiling onthe wheele, others in the flame, all weary ing their tormentor> an 
| ſhaming their Tyrants with theirpatience, would not have ſaid ; Of all things 1 oy 
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Pe TR AR Ta SA AOPEM — wa - — - 
T be decerg: of ppearatcet... 


wh bee «Chriſeins ;, Yet, eventhiswhile were theſe poore torturing ſtocks higher (as |= 
| Marcav hrethuſfkns bragged)chan a a cnn rear i 0” ines Victorsofdearh; 


. 


[ney gloriousas when they begin notro bez2ngalping crowned, in yeelding the 
' ahoft'morethan Conquerours; Indge wot therfore nreordingioupptarnce. 
1-3: Whem:thou lookeſt abour, and ſeefton the one hand; apoore confcionable Chri- 
\{iandrowpingiunder theremorſeof his ſinne, 'aufterely checking his wanton appe- 
\tite and curbing hisrebellious defires; 'wearing our his dayesinia rough penitentiall 
\ ſextdrieyy'cooling his infrequent pleaſires with ſighs, and faucing them withteares , 
| on'the;orher hand maffling Gallants made allbfpleaſure and loviall delighrs;'bathing 
themſelvesin aſca of all fenſuall ſarieries, denying-their pampered nature nothing 6: 
under heayen,;not wine mn bowles;nottrange fleſhyand beaſtly dalliance, nor unnatn 
i rall ritillarions, not violent filthineſſe ; that feaſtwithour feare,:and drink whhour | 
18 |mecaſiire, and ſweare withour feeling;'and live without God: their bodies are vigo- 
} {rous,:ther coffers full, their ftate'proſperous; rheir hearts chearfull : O how thou 
1 {blefſeft ſachmen: lorheſe(rhou aiſttheſe are the darlings of heaven and eatth; 83+ 0 
[ſc vat minere:Whiles thoſe other foletmopith creatures are the({w5#pue]z)offRourin 
Land recremientsof the world ; Thou foble; give meethy hand,” let me lead thee with 
| Dev;dinro the an@nary of God ': Now What ſeeſtthou ? Theen, the endoftheſe 
||-men is por peace. Surely O God thou haſt ſerthem inſlippery places;and caſteſt them 
{downe into defolation : how ſuddenly are they periſhed, and hortibly confamed'! | 
| Woeis mee; they doe -bur-datice aGalliardover the mouth ofhell, that ſeemesnow 
covered-over with theigreene ſods of pleaſure; -The higher they leape, the more 
| deſperate istheir lighting: Oh wofull, -wofull condition of thoſe godleſſe men, yea 
thoſe epicurean Porkets, whoſe belly'is their: God, 'whoſe heaven istheirpleaſiire, 
whoſe curſedjollity isbuta feedingup toan etetnalllaughrer:: the day is comming, 
wherein every minute of their finfull unſarisfying joyes ſhall bee anſwered with as 
| rhouſand thouſand millions of yeeres frying in that unquenchable fire ; A hc 
| choſe. damned'Ghoſtsſhall forth' of their inceſſant flames ſee the glorious regnmera- 
/ ion of thepenitentandpenſive ſoules which they have deſpiſed, theyſhall then gnaſh 
and yell out that late'fecantarion;now they are counted among the children of God, 
and rhcirporcion isamong the Saints, 'ours amongſt Devils: 1u4ge not therefore #ccor- 


ding to appearance. | | 
| Should:we judge according to appearance, all would bee Gold that gliſtererh, all 
| droffe thar gliſtererhnot« Hypocrites have neverſhewed more faire than ſome Saints 
| foule. 5axl weepes, Ahab walks ſoftly : Tobias and $12bal/at willbe building Gods wals; 
| Herod heares Johngladly ; Balagmprophecies Chrift, Iu4as preaches him,Satan confeſſes 
[him ;Whereven an Abrabamdiſſembles, a Davidclokes adultery with murder, a $6- 
[former gives(aticaſt)a toleration to idolitry :; a Petey forſweares his Maſter ; briefly, the 
prime diſciple isa Saran; Saranan Angeil of lighr. For you : How gladly are wede- 
{ceived inthinking yon allſach as'you'ſeeme ; None bur the Court of Heaven hath a 
| fairer face. Prayers, &rmons, Sacraments, geniculation, ſilence,attention, reverence, 
[avplauſe, knees, eyes; eares; mouthes fullofGod ; Ohthatye were thusalwaies ! Oh 
| that chis were your worſt ſide | Bur if we follow you from the Church, andfind cur-| 
\ſing and bitrerneſſe under-your rongues 3 licentiousdiſorder in yourlives, bribery 
and oppreſſion in your hands ; If God look intorhe windowes of your hearts, and 

findthere bee (utxs rapioe we cannotjudge youby the appearance; or, ifwee could, 
|Whar comfort were'it to have deceived'onr charity with the appearance of Saints, 
|whenthe righteous Judge ſhall ove you your portion with Hypocrites ; What ey 
| wedoe, he will be ſarenor tojudge according to appearance. | 8 

| Ifappearanceſhouldbetherule,falfe religion ſhonldbe true, true falſe. Q%edem falſe 
probabiliore quibuſlamverts; is the old word; Some falſhoods aremore likely than fome 
trachs: Narivebeauty ſcornes Art: Truth is asa matron ; Erroracurtiyan: The ma-[' 
troncares onely toconcitelove by agrayeand gracefall modeſty, the curtizan with| 
philtres and farding, ''Wee have no hierarchy mounted abone Kings, no pompous] 
oſtentation of mapnificence, no gariſhproceſſions, no gaudy altars, no fine 1mages 
clad wich Tafars in firmer; with'velyersin winter, no flouriſhes of aire, 2 
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{| rumorsof miracles,no ſumptuous candnizations, we have nothing but (etna) he f 

ſincerity of Scriptures, ſimplicity of Sacrarnients; decency of rare ceremonies; Chiif 
cracified. Weare goneif ye goe þy appearaneeniGone ?'ales, who canbutbldfh ano 
| weepe,and bleed roſe that Chriſtian foules Ibould (afterſuch beamsofknow! edge) 
| ſaffer themſelves to be thus palpably cozened with the gilded flips of erroy; that x. 
ter ſo many yeeres pious | ec 4 of fuichian incomparable kiccefſion relipicus 
| Princes, authority ſhould bave cauſe tocomplaine of our defeCtion, © {-- ', IP 
 Deare Chriſtians(I muſt be apes arc weechildren orfooles, that weſhoutd hee 
better pleaſed with the glittering rinſclltof apainted baby-fromra Pedlers ſhop, than 
with the ſecretly-rich and invaluable Jqvell ofdivine Truth?:Have weethus learneg 
Chriſt 2 Is this the fruit of fo cleere a Goſpell 2 of fo blefied ſcepters?: For Gods laek 
| wiſe and honeſt, andyee cannot be Apoſiates. ooo oof gs 
Shortly,for it were eaſieto be endlefſe: If appearance might berherule,good ſhould 
be eyill, evill good ; there is no vertne that cannorbe counterfeired,: no vice that 
cannot beblanched : we ſhould haveno ſuch friend as our enemy;/a flarterer ; no ſuch 
enemy aSour friend that reproves-us. It were a wonder.if yegreatones ſhould:nor have 
| ſome ſuch burs, hangingupon your.ſleeyes;Asſoon thall corne grow without chatte, 
| as greatnefle ſhall be free fromadulation: Theſe ſeryile ſpirits-ſhall oth up all your 
purpoſes, and magnifie all your a&tions, and applaud your words, and adore your 
perſons : Sin what ye will, they will not check-you;; Projettwhatyou will, they will 
not thwart you : ſay what ye will,: they will notfaile to ſecond you; be whar yewill, 
they will not failero admire you ; Oh how theſe menare all for you.all yours,all you; 
They love you as the Ravensdoe your eyes. How deare was $iſera to Izel, when ſhe 
ſmoothed bim up, and gave him milk in a lordly diſh, $49:ſon'to Dalileh, when ſhe 
lulled him in her lap ; Chriſt ro Iudas,when-he kifſed him;See how he loved himwould|( 
"I0 foole have ſaid, that had judged by appearance,”:; * + ts Ob 


» * 5 ® ——_ __ 
PT Es OT EE ES _ = 


—_— T__ 
o 2, <p ax 


- - 
# MO 1 —_ I; i . My. ” ws, ; bs b& 
ES TB, RY” ane in Oe PIT ROT ey rn hy 
- " n 4 p , . 
<a - . 


In th& meane timean honeſt plaine dealing friend is like thoſe ſauces which aman 
praiſes with tears in his eyes : like a cheſtur, which pricks the'fingers, bur pleaſes our 
taſte; M like fome wholſome medicinall potion,thar diſtaſtes.and purgesus{perhaps 
| makes us fick)that it may heale us. Ohlet therighteaus ſmice me;for that isa bene, | 
1 ler him reproyeme;and it ſhall be a precious oyle thar ſhall not-break my head ; Break 

it ? no. it (hall heale it, when itis mortally wounded by mine owne finne, by others 
afſentation : Oh how happy were it, if we could lovethem:-that love our ſoules, and] 
harethem that love our finnes. They are theſerough handsrhar.muſt bring us ſavory 
diſhes, and carry away a bleſling;truth is for thenx now;thanks ſhalt be for them here- 
afrer, but in the meane time they may not be judged by the appearance. - 

Laſtly, if we ſhall judge friendſhip by complement; ſalubrity by ſivcerneſſe ſervice 

by the eye, fidelity by oathes, valour by, brags.; a Saint by his face, a Devillby his 
fect, we ſhall be ſureto be deceived : Indge not therefore according to appearance. 
 Bur(thar yeemiſtake not)though we may -nor judge only by the appearance, yet 
| appearance may not be neglededin our judgement. Some things according tothe; 
Philoſopher ( ne 86, 38 n) ſeeme andare, are as they ſeeme : Semblances are not 
alwaies ſevered from truth ; Our ſenſes are ſafe guides to our underſtandings. We 
juſtly laugh at that Sceprticke in Leertizs who becauſe: hisſervanrs robbed his cup- 
bord, doubted whether he left his victualls there: What doewe with eyesif we may 
not beleeyetheir inteiligence ? That world'is paſt, wherein the gloſſe Clricw! 
pheiens feminam preſumitur benedicendj cauſs feciſſe.; The watiton imbracements 
another mans wife muſt paſſe with a Clarke for a ghoſtly benedi&ion ; Men arc now 
more wiſe, leſſe charitable : Words and probable ſhewes are appearances, ations} 
| 2re not z and yet even our words alfo ſhall judge us; if they be leh if blaſphemous 
| 1f bur idle, wee ſhall account forthem, wee ſhall bee judged by them +; Ex oretwo; . 
| foule tongue ſhewes everarotten heart ; By theiy fruits yee ſhall kwow thew, is Our S 
1v1ours rule ; I may fafely ſay, No body defires.to borrow.calours of evill ; if y0! 
[doe ill, thinke nor that wee will. make dainrie to thinke you ſo 44 When the 
Jof love can fayby the. Diſciple of love, @## facit peccatwm,; e-dicbole oft ; Hee 9 
| commitreth ſanne, isof the Devill.; Even the righteous Judge of the world judget 
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| T be deceit of «Appearance, 
ri ( ſecun Jum opera) according toour works ; wecannot erre whiles we tread inhis ſteps. 
| [If we doeevill, finne liesat the doore ; bur it i5on the ſtreer fide ; Every Paſſenger 
ſeesit, ceaſures it ; How mach more he that ſees in ſecret; Tribulation and angwih 
upon every ſoule that doth evill : Every foule ; here is no exemption by greatueſſe, 
no buying of withbribes, noblcering of che eyes with pretences, no {hrouding our | 
ſelves in the night of ſecrecy ; but if itbe a ſoule thatdoth evill, Tribulation and an- 


guiſh 15 for it; Contrarily, If we doe well, ſhall we not beaccepred? If we be chari- | 
table inour almes, juſt in our awards, fairhfull in our performances, {cber in our car- 
riages; devout in our religious ſervices, es, mf in our ations ; Glory, 48d bo- | 
nonr, 404 _ to eveny manthat worketh good ; we® ſhall have peace withour ſelyes, ho-.| 
nour with men, glory with God and his Angels : Teg that peace of God which paſſeth all 
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»nJerſtanding ; (ach honour as haveall his Saints, the incomprehenſible glory of the 
Godof peace, the Godof Saints and Angels, to the participation whereof, that good 
God that hath ordained us, as mercifully bring us for the ſake of his deare Sonne 
Jeſus Chriſt the juſt : Towhom wich thee O Father, and thy good Spirit, 
one infinice God, our Gad, bee given all praiſe, honour and 
glory now and for ever. Ames. 


= . —— 3 + -m 
p : . » « \ & b 2. ws 2? * x4 a ” ok 

= a b . - 5 ; ; "By b;  < > Iw_ Gonetingy 2— « 
yo" INS, Soy 6 -— «= $3 3%. "7 he IA £ $A pay 

rei fer a h 

- 4 —_—_ us - _ 2H ” » - "n ” Ry 
war Arn —— 4 ? ' MGR F , M 

= $a oe 4. 2 39. » l F L . wy : 
_— a+ = -» x » a” - - 


OR 


roy 7A 
F & 


CEPT OE COST 4: 
2, det Rn AL 
ap Bj <ongs "mw «2p ; 
'Y Fe - 
k: bs _  ” 


x ” - __ * 
, _—_—_ 9 z - __— . ng S _= ® 
- _ PAY Y - 
p ; a N p . G 9% E Re _ 4 -# "Ig. 
WE & 4 a 3, 7 > boy 2 — _— 20496 he. Þ-X L Ps Wi. - as gp uk y - 
ge Wo — a. 5 ey <> wk ip - cab bd - Xt + & 
X - ed - of " 
_—__ LIT 5 I : 
-- + « pe” 
's ; 


#5. #5 


” 
phy 2X SET 
"Me 2 n 
. wow wo vt 

a #3 

ASS 

+ 
—_ = Boerne 

6 3» > 


4 © ” - 4 - x 
q - ” * - 4 3 Ls 
hs ox « . d jars be *” a o _ _ yo 10 - * 
4 - R < ”Y Fu mw df ep —_ 
; | _- - my” ben a ae a ED , _—_ a » ” ”—_ w—* 2g < pF” +: a 9 of o v ſe _ Ke - _ - -” 
= 4 ifs $ wn in EI We ANI. : a —— Se > "OF. ; = » oat a.; _ EY {4 < Lo EY y— pe « «> ES EDA” " 
——_ ww Da > ys. Cf rr oy 3h ar s—4 ws, , : «- 2 Pp I?" > q pl 5 s FIN. 4. Ee wy M © F a we - _ - ol ang cn ——_ ot pitt Ow >, =: - 
£Z y = "—— _ = a ” x i P , - ” l " 4 . o =. 6 0 "+ ay _ 3a. "* > 9 xIY - ad . —_— _ p4 -_ + —- hs ” 
SLA 62 ig ICE 2 . PIE nw + Dd rome ro-tpcro felon mui a adn ” jIIILY 2 pr —oenees - pt te eted 2 oe EEE SG EIT ic — SS a i 
_——— — tx > I. be w- » _ - . . —_— oe 5 g * 4th hp , # S< c 4 0 Pg 25 00 7" 5 er" re mw 9 _— . OY R - «7 de 1 
*4< ESTI OI l — — Mori rue ants. . be LO arcs wg not Wo ages i OG R_ on TE DIES 
. oy - %s Y 5 g a — \ &Y, a Las. 5: ke of vs 
th ow # _ = "= _— p + "y - - 6 % © D.. —*. , _ = "IR %; = 4. { " 


- ” = . ” : = o 4 
c— arora, About: . + my __- ROE = _ 
"77 "I OG Ne 2—__ aw « wr”. _ .. - = . : 0/2 es «cop i”, 
& $2 " < > " _—Y "Rats WOE" Wm wo 
57 . & Sy __ * Sa #. v 2 "4 = 
—_ Ln et nu pang eo potom an gone” 7771 ; 20 "ode —_——D——_— — — X 
q . 7 So. Ns bb R_ _ - ſ . —. 8 
Frm ws - ad ag ww en Io ta 7 » - als oo oo —$" 6 = Ge - 12" pO - 
wo _ oy re —_— 4 - I Fo * Ain x ſy D a Oy oe” FO _ . - 
«, *, 0 — og 4 A. $i 4 £ 
+ Kos _————— 
_- 


i . Een erea _ 


RD ma 270 WF __ ay oe 0 > Os 2 


a ET ©. mn EE 


"= 
[4 


- bs <6 


ny EI SETS 


3. 5, 2, > rr ere >_> 
we —_ = 


7 SIE DOES Cant A hy ms 


Gu —aBET "7 0-4 TS NEE 


— I IT, Ss 4 IG 
9.9 ow Wl Fre _— Cans th 
tr $4 > a 
_— —_- Ie, _—_ EY "24. 


on 


gt 0 "IP br Dr "ag : ———_— 
- : I I Aa ord +» ___ p PW "+ pn OR 4 ” A #7. SER. 
pr 4 X 990" 0g, ESSE JL nades DOI ga” i oe” Lt Hh 15.5 fo nb _ 5 NG”. 26 
na Fw I _— '* - EE" - = : | = ia BO 
* * "4 "a4  Wgc $ : 


+». * ad oh $2.1 4 ir —_— pot 
SES PIE TT See den © 


W. 


I womanain.- why 
"9g yn _ $94 x ” A 7 F< IE. 2 4 2 _ __ . 
- .- Ces nk —_— 
. ” ſs . . — a o Bei BET Be £4 SR SC —o—— 
GER 4b a ho ys 7 ct Pt 9 <I> AE, A WF RR. AR ; - Tau, s IE In Tn . 4 run ng, tv A gs pt AT 5 Hh p p a _ Wa br 
" = Do _” OOTY OO * LADS + S, rs + GN, a es x pt s 1 : . 5 - C . _ : Mo s Jar e ; . ” Cd 2 » 4 Ko + 4 > . ; 

C = "a p — Þ» þ _ _ mu Ne » —_ _ ; : | | > | | 

4 : ? ) ey = neg _— _ - - _ > - pm - D TY l F. - - I R542 - = 
” ” > Y « * ” - *- $ :  __ . - = 
* - —_ Y % bis o - " a4 z _—_ vb 2 . - : — 

% of 4 a wet. ” __— _ > ” q . ——_ _ 5 = gn - m. "* Fa, ho s 7 _ 

a: —— > _ A y tg _- ” . . 

| | | penn 7 riot By pes ye ne 
pe . *. G=— 7 * » 4 TY — V . 


eerie EPR oe ES 
SS NS ds ws 4 IHE 


CIS p a as Y - - = 
7 \ _ b . SETS > S. 
=o gen pr. roars th . 
N S- S —_— CC EI Ie — 
—_ uo SIX. 


e_—_ 
— 


_ 


N 


p 


&, 
1634. 


p 


Febr 


Imprinted at Lowp o x 


GRAYES ER 
2, 1623 


IMPOSTOR 
LAID OPEN I 


T 


A SERMON AT 


| 
| 
| 
| 


AND WORK I HILY 


C 


i 
g 


2 


ATE 


THIS PVELIKE LIFE OF 


d 


TO Il RE 


MOST NOBLE 


WISE ALAS © 


F. H. 


HVMBLY DEDI 


— | /F Wy + IS 


— 


OF 
GRAYES INNE 
openly arraigne 


AT WHOSE BARRE)} 


THIS IMPOSTOR VVAS 
HIS WEAKE AND VNWOR- 
THY LABOUR. 


HONOVRED SOCIETIE 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


" 


. © #25 ths. v 
« ww - " "—_ < - - - —_—— % - 

4 A n —— _ _-_ 

— > - Spar a 2% TP > 7 —_ 

« — _ ou So. 4 - 0 ap _ y <8. 37 a” 4 
_ VI E 9 X - L <4 a” : g I -- s.*. > - — by _ - 
Prone "ie Sv pr rm nent ng or oe. > yer a . 'T 7 A + SOS 9. == » > + As S.- 66 PX. ? tang Act * cv ” an 
£. _ - e Bp n p- _ : 7 x - - 4 o 0 


_ 


= 
ET ITY ——— A 


POE 
AI ET © re Wy" eee 
Foy, — Fon to 
Wm, AE Th, od; => 
=_” _—_ Pye _—— > A ——— 
—— #4 
"OI 


—_ - cmpeyootks jars 
- —_ 7 9-4 ——_—— 


. PR F 
- £3: 
AY IS | w 
ki * 
_ mt $420 us _ Tb. + ” paces 
| . b as +44 we Wis 
_ 2 gag mes 'Þ © >. SS YGOSS SY _— — oy CT _—— he 2 * S_ 
os eo v4 —_ _=- S———— ». = A " a _ _ was” hs £ ww m——_—  -W—-> 
P FIPSry 1 nl Þ _ Ly þ - . : - % : ” . 3 
wy 4 : . -2m no yY 4. * — 
pond ; SE at Def <6. ke Co Root ot > 
a 5% : , ; - 6 af . os If 
> "a 


nn 
; « 
"4, T4 pate nA a _— — _- 'Y 

-_ 


"0 —_— & pt. & T.< 
rt groeuenn WF nds on * oe EF > > IEP OL 
<4 es ds. en wv 4a. 


 } w— 
® , "a - + - 
” % — —_ s WS - = 
AE ME Fee " __ - a 


: tags ge of wi, Ka —_ - - > 
” - _ _ ———_—_— — —_—_— _ » _— REY pe 94 = 3 _ 
Me. a we S ” .- = * 4 nat age - 
* ” Þ bo. a <- , nds” by To 
5 ba 


———— ro ARIES TY On OR; ” 


x « - ue . _u — 5 *.24# na 
b - - 7 D——— emer, ware - _—_ OoR— _- —_ 
X c— _--- = + I , %. a * AT _ CES 
n - w- ” 0 *+ .: 
F Li ARES I © a FF bg = 
— am. 4. G. - Ws —_ - * þ e<—_ - FP FE 

a& 0 Vw * < _ an _ X i 6 PEI _ G——_ 
n ” 


_- 


6. hives ab Aw E206 i... 


4 
SE_ | 
> /J IQ 


THE GREAT 
IMPOSTOR; 
LAID OPEN, OVT OF 


les. 17.9. 


9 SS HE we. 


* .. om _— « w 
et” Y he 


TS > dei RE. 
Fri pe rr oe owe =, a— +. T0 
SS 3% a 440 I we 

— 


$$ = HI 
pO ihe. 


pn 
- ” 
- - 77 _ - we PEGS —_ - = ——_ _ - nog 
. þ " h 4 - m 4 £ - , rams - 
” - . es v 2” Ws. 0. Coo LE -— _ * * ©.» 
my - © V . 4 bus - 4 - > oy = 
2 a mw he . ww s hw . «t 1 gy" & * arm, 2, 4 _— <= IIS = ——_—— —_ pay Oe TIES: _ - - þ ww eh. 
. 4 Z —_ s, - _ =” P of > T6 o# 4. -_ Ph - : "4 a PP % EY bee u <<. Dios, o k, OY as 
” 1 ms . "F* nul el lit 25 ers I "+ vi > 3v * _ mar PF; F 4 _ 
f ck ov rw lpalt n C9 et - ELMO: at 29 ey g - "" 4 IEICE © a _ = a ., w 
i 5 = L.00., - is - s _ 7 oo - _— = - - 
PF, " 
& = " " F "I. K hs - . - a2. o & ® : - - > . 
7 . . 4 - ph - FE . os 7 3 q . =Z A $6 hs V 
wy > — - _ — - x 
- <>, - - - q : - . - - 


v © 3 £ « £ 
- * ” - 
HT ot Fo re ff *— ae - *"* Wn ey ac we SRI rw. ore; 
. ” . 3 
w Oy 
_— oO xe T's GO EETY _s ” _—— EX ” PRs _ _ 
Go" a PwC. by [ * > il "I --. S. 98 2 £ — 3 y x > ' ) >. "4 4 - "4 Z WS _ _ % — F 
cd ro e3 _ . - - Gap agg = . ad. 36d x us 2 LOS. nn way k ICE 4 pe ——-- Wa ee ——— —— X 
', wen nn "Rr ku "+ F Wy s CRT. ——_— _ *'- - ew _ > —_ _ 
*. wr . 7m pc a _-_ - = _ «< AS. a "ag mY ” o 
£ a by 
Y - wh 45 - _ 
py as kd S . 


ES 


_ bo. 
3 


En... 
ww 
OI, d wt 
CAD ooo ord POE Herb Prater ern tn HT. = o% wrong go tee it A $2 Ao 
O> os - : »* 4 _ . ro —_— - ——_— __ k 
”_ 7 "SMC E | | P ; . : > FR CI ; : 


The heart is deceiifull above all 1hings. 


beet EEE ET 
_ + WE = 2 : 
m7 


h —- 
A  $*-4 me. 
” % wo. : a >: <e 
> « 1 
a "" yo _”—— "mo a 
i Þ. Fai % . - #7 _ 
. "us 6 hy _" 
" Ya . 4 
bad + ot g $2 E%, POT % 
_ wo 
a 


# Know where I am; in one ofthe famous Phrontiſteries of, 

| Law. and Juſtice : wherefore ſerves Law and Juſtice, but 

for the prevention or puniſhment of fraud and wicked- 

nefſe? Give me leave therefore to bring before you, Stu- 

dents, Maſters, Fathers, Oracles of Law and Juſtice, rhe 

| greateſt Cheator and MalefaCtor in the world, our owne| 

4 Meat. It isagreat word that I have ſaid, in promiſing to 

CERN. bring him before you ; for this is oneof the greateſt advan- 

Waco ev0o50 Wy tapes, Of his fraud, that he caynor bee ſeene : That as that 

old Jugler Apollonivs Thyanens, when he was brought before 

che Judge, vaniſhed ont of ſight ; ſothis grear Impoſtor,in his very preſenting before 

\you,diſpearerh andis gone ; yea ſocunningly,thar he dothit withourowne conſent, 

and we would be loth that he could be ſeene : Therefore as a Epiphonema co this 

juſt complaint of deceitfulnefſe, is added Who eankpow it & Ir is ealie to know that it| 

is dcceitfull, and in whar it deceives, rhough the deceits rhemſelves cannot bee 

knowne, till too late; As we may ſee the ſhip, and rhe ſea, and the ſhip going on the| 

ſca, yetthe way ofa ſhip inthe ſea( as Salomon obſerves) we know not : God askes, 

{ [and God ſhall anſwer ; Whar he askes by Teremie, he ſhall anſwer by $. Par, Who] , cor ar; 

| | krowes the beart of man ? Even the ſvirit of man that is in him. If then the heart haye bur 

| | eyes enow toſeeitſelfe by the refle&ion of thoughts, it 1s enough : Ye (hall eaſily ſee 

| | ardheareenongh (out of the ana'ogie ard reſemblance ofhearts)to make you both 

aſtoniſhed and aſhamed, | 

The hcart of man lies in a narrow roome, yetall the world cannot fill ir; but that 

E) which may be {aid of the heart, would morethan fla world : Here is a double ſtile 

given it; of deceirfulneſſe ; of wickedneſle ; eirherof which knowesno end, whether 

| of being, 0: of diſcourſe. I ſpend my houre, and might doe my life, 1n treating of | 
; the firft. | | 

| See then. I hbeſcech you, the Impoſtor, and the layers ; The Impoſtor himſelfe, } 

'Th2 b::rt of mans The Impoſture, Deceitfull cbove all things. | 

| Asdeceirfall perſonsare wonrever ro goe underrhany names, and ambiguous, and | 

muſt be expreit with an | alias ) ſo doth the er man ; Neither wan himlſelfe, nor | 

fu any 
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T be great [mpoſior. 0} 
any part of man hath ſo many names, as the heart alone ; For every facultie tha; py 
ak. end every ation irdoth, it hath aſeverall names Neither isthere more make 
 plicitie, than doubt in this pa ; Not ſo many termesare uſed to fignific the hears 

s the heart ſignifies many things. : ; ; 
; When ye aſe of the Ln, Fe think ſtraight of thar fleſhie part inthe centers! 
| the bodie which lives firſt, and dies laſt ; and whoſe bearings you find ro keepetime 
alithe body over; That is not it which is ſocunning ; Alas, thatis a poore harmeleg: 
peece meerely patlive ; andifir doe any thing, asthe fubminiſtration of Virall ſpirits 
rothe maintenance of the whole frame, it isbur good ; no,1t 1s the ſpirituallpart thy; 
larkes in this fleſh, which is guilty ot fuch deceit. We mult learne of wittie Idolatry 
| rodiſtinguiſhbetwixt the ſtocke and the inviſible powers thar dwellin it. Itizng 
| for me tobea ſtickler berwixtthe Hebrewes,and the Greeke Philoſophers,and Phy. 
fitians,ina queſtionofnaturall learning,concerning the ſeat of the ſoule ; nortoinſit [: 
upon the reaſons why the ſpiritof Godrather places all the ſpirituall powers inthe 
heart.than in the braine;Doubtleſſe 1n reſpc& of the affeftions there relident,where. 
by all thoſe ſpeculative abilities are drawne to practice; It ſhall ſutfice us to take things 
25 we find them, and to hold it for granted, that rhis Monoſyllable (for fo it isin 
many languages) compriſes allthat intelleQive and affective world which concer- 
neth man ; and in plaine termes to ſay, thatwhen God faies The heart is deceitfyll, hee 
meanes, the underſtanding, will,affetions are deceitfull. . 

"The underſtandingis doubly deceitfull; It makesus beleeve it knowes thoſe things 
which it doth not ; and that it knowes not thoſe things which ir doth: As ſome foo- 
lik Mountebanke, that holds ita great glory to ſeeme ro know all things ; or ſome 
preſuming Phyſirian, that thinks ita ſhame not to profeſle skill in any ſtate, ofthe 
body or diſeaſe ; ſo doth our vaine underſtanding ; therein framing it ſelfe accor- 
ding to the ſpirits it meets withall ; if they be proud andcurious, itperſivadesthem, 
they know every thing ; ifcarelefſe, that they know enough. 

In the firſt kind ; What hath not the fond heart of man dared toarrogate toir 
 ſelfe ? It knowes all the ſtarres by their names ; Tuſh, that 1s nothing ; It knowes 
what the ſtars meane by their very lookes, whatthe birds meane by their chirping, 
as 4pollexius did ; What the heart meanes, by the features of the face it knowes the 
events of jife by the lines of the hand : the ſecrersof Art, the ſecrers of Nature, the 
ſecrets of State, the ſecrets of others hearts, yea the ſecrets of God in the cloſet of 
| heaven ;Yea, not onely what God hath done, but what he will doe : This is( ſapiens 
 ftultitia)awile folly, as Ireneas (aid of his Palentizians; All Figure-caſters, Palmeſters, 
Phyfiognomers, Fortune-tellers, Alchymiſts, fantaſtick projectors, andall the rabble 
of profeſſors of thoſe «wir2a, not ſo much curious as idle Arts, have their word given 
them by the Apoſtle, Deceiving and deceived ; neither can theſe men make any 
worſe foolesthan their hearts have made themſelyes; and well may that Alexandrian 
Praver riuuer.| £2X be (et upon them in bothnames, whether of ative, or paſſive folly : And (as 
it commonly falls out, that ſuperfluous things rob the heart of neceſſary )in the 

meane while, thoſe things which the heart-may, and ſhould know, itlightly mil- 
krowes : As our ſenſes aredeceived by diſtance, or interpoſicions, to think the ſtars 
| beamie and ſparkling; the Moone horned, the Planets equally remote, the Sunne 
ſometimes red, pale other ſome: ſo doth alſoour underſtanding erre,in miſ-opit0n 
of divine things ; It thinks it knowes God, when ir is but an Idoll of fancic, 4 

Sauls meſſengers, when they came into the roorre, thoughtthey had the true David, 
when it wasbuta Wiſpe ; it knowes thewill of God, when it is nothingbutgrolſe 
miſ=conſtruction : ſoas the common knowledge of men, though they thinke 1t 4 E 
| Torch, is but an 7gyi Fatyusto leadrhem to a ditch : How many thouſand Aſſyrians | 
think they are in the way to the Prophet, when they are in the midſt of Samaris* ; 
| How many millions think they walke fairely on toheaven, when indeedthey are in 


the broad way that leads to deſtrufttion 2 Oh poore blinde Pagans, halfe-ſighted 


Turks, bleare-ejed Tewes,blind-folded Papiſts, Squint-cied Schiſmaticks,rurblindig- | 
{| norants, how well dos they find themſelves pleaſed withtheirdeyction, and thinke | 


God ſhould be fo too ; when it is nothing bur a mixture of meſpri 
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ſon, ſuperſt1ti0n, | 
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| conceirednele ; and( according to the 


ſeldome-reverently-uſed proverbe) whiles 
chey thinkethey have Godby the finger, they hold a Devill by the toe; and allthis, 


becauſe their heart deceives them. If carelefſe and loth to be at the paines of knowing | 


more, it perſwades them they know enough ; that they crie our of more, as he did | 


on the ointment, (77 qui perditio hee 2)Whar needs all this waſte? and makes them as 
conſcionable for knowledge, as Efax was for cattle, Thave enough, my brother, ketpe that 
thou haſt tot hy ſelfe, or as contenredly-reſolure, as the Epicare in the Goſpell: Sowle take | 
thy eaſe, thou haſt knowledee enough laid up ' many jeeres. | 
From whence it 1,that too many reſt ſimply (yea wilfully) in their owne meaſure, 
not ſo much as wiſhing more kill m Soule-matters; applauding their owne ſafe me- 
ciocritie; like the credulous blind man that _ 


ht he now faw a ſhimmering ofthe 
Sunne-beames, when indeed his back was towards it : Hence it is that they ſcoffe at 


the fooliſhneſſe of preaching, {corne the forward bookiſhneſſe of others, fearing no- 
thing buta ſurfer of Manna, and hating to know more than their neighbours, than : 
their fore-fathers ; and thus are led on muffledup in an unfelt ignorance, to their 
grave, yea, (without the mercy ofGod) to their hell. 
Andasin theſe things there is a preſumption of knowing what we doe not : focon- 
trarilys a diffimulation and concealment ofthe knowledge of what wee doe ander- 
ſtand : The heart of man is a greart lier ro it ſelfe this way ; Saint Puzlſaies that of Pa- 
gans, which T may boldly fay of Chriſtians, they have the effe&t of the law written 
in their hearts ; yet many of them will not be acknowne of one letter ingrayen there 
[by the finger of God : Certaine common principles there are(topether with thislaw 


i. 
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done to ; That there 1s aGod; Thatthis God 1s infinite injuſtice and truth, and muſt 
be ſerved like himſelfe ; theſe they either blot oat, or lay their finger on, that rhe 
may not be ſcene, purpoſely, that they may finne freely ; and faine would pitfioade 
themſelves they never had any ſuch evidence from God : ſo putting off the checks of 
conſcience with bold denials ; like the harlot of Zericho, (but worſe than ſhe)that hath 
hid the Spies, and now out-faces their entertainment : Wherein the heart doth ro 
it ſe]fe, that which Nahoſb the Ammonite would have done to Iſrael, putout hisowne 
right eye, that it may not ſee that law whereby it might bee convinced, and find it 
ſelfe miſerable. Thus the underſtanding of man is every way deceirfull in over- 
knowing, miſ-knowing, diſſembling ; in all which it isJike an evif{| and unfaichfull 
eye, thatcither will be ſeeing by afalſe glaſſe, ora faiſe lighr, or with diſtortion ; or 
elſe wilfully cloſes the lids that ic may not ſee atall; and jn all this deceives us. 


inclination to good, yet ( hic eaxxc ) 1n particulars, hangs towardsa pleaſing evilt ; | 
Yea though the underſtanding bave ſufhciently informed it of the worthinefle of 
good, andthe turpitude of evill, yet being overcome with rhe falſe deleQableneſſe 
of ſinne, it yeelds toamiſſe-aſſent ; Reaſon being ( as Aquiras (peakes ) either fwal- 
lowed up by ſomepaſlion, or held downe by ſome vicious habir : Iris true, ſtillthe 
Will followes the Reaſon, neither can doe otherwiſe ; but therefore, if Reaſon miſ- 
ledbee.contrary to Reaſon, and aſchiſme ariſe inthe ſoule, ic muſt follow that rhe 
Will muſt needs be contrary to Will and Reafon; Wherein ic is ike a Planer, which 
though it be carried about perpetually by the firſt mover, yetſlily creeps on his owne 
way, contrary to thar ſtrong circamvolution : And though the mind be ſufficiently 


tolet it fall ; As ſome idle. or fearefull Merchant, that could be glad to have gold, 1f 


roferch ir : Thus commonly the will (in both reſpe&s) Water-man-like Jookes for- 

ward,and rowes backward ; and under good pretences doth nothing bur deceive. 
The affections are as deceitfull as either ; wherher in mil-placing, meaſute, or 

manner, | | 

| Mif-placing : They are fiery where they ſhould be coole ; and where they ſhould 

(On freeze ; Our heart makes us beleeye irloves God, and gives hum pledges of 


interlinearily written in the Tables ofthe heart, as rhat we muſt doe as we would be | 


Thewaillis no lefſe cunning ; which though it make faire pretencesof agenerall | 


convinced of the neceſlity, or profit of a goodat, yer for the tediouſnefſe annexed | 


$ 


ro it, ina dangerous ſþirituall acedie, it inſenſibly ſlips away from it, andis content. 


* . ” . . 
it would come with eaſe, but will not either rake the panes, of hazard the adventure | 


affection ; 
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{ ber, hee isſocloſely contrived into falſe floores, and double walls. that his preſenc® 
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The great Impoftar.. : 


| affection;whules 1t ſecretly doats npon the world ;like ſome falſe ſtrumper,thar nicer. bÞ 


| taines her husband with her eyes, and in themeane time treads upontheroe of ar 2 


| Adultererunder the boord : That 1tloves juſtice, when it 15but revenge ; That ir 

 prieves for the miſling of Chriſt, when indeed It 1s but for the loaves and fiſhes : That 
itfeares God,. when indeedir is butafraid of our owne torment ; Thatit hates the 

fin, when it is'the perſon ; Thar it hates the world, when it thruſts God out of 
dooresto lodge it. 

Meafare : That we love God enough, and the world but enough, when as indeeg 
the one love isbutas the cold firof an ague, the orher an hot; we chill in the one, no 
lefſe than we glow in the other; when we make God onely a ſtale, ro draw onthe 
world ; That wedoe cnough hate our corruptions, when (at our ſharpeſt) we doe 
but gently ſneapethem, as Hel did his ſonnes ; or asſ{onic indulgent parent doth an 
unthrifty darling;whom he chides, and yerfecds with the feweli of his exceſſe;That 
we have grieved enough for our ſinnes, when they have not coſt us ſo mnch asone 
teare, nothing buta little faſhionable wind, that neyer came further than the root: 
of our tongue; That we doe enough compaſſionate the atilictzons of Noſeph, when we 
drinke wine in bowles ; That we feare God more than men, when we are aſhamed 
to doe that in preſence ofa child, which we care notto doe in the face of God. 

Manner. That our heart loves, and hates, and feares, and joyes ,and grievestruly, 
when it lsan hypocrite inall; Thatit delights conſtantly in God, and holy things, 

when it is but an Ephraims morning dew; That our anger 1szealous, when it isbnta 
Aaſh of perſonall malice,or a ſuperſtitious furie; That we feare as ſonnes, when iris as 
cowards, orfſlayes:; That we grieve as Gods patients, when we fret, andrepine, and 

ſtruggle like franticksagainſt the handofour Maker. Thus(to ſumme up all)the heart 
of man is wholly ſet upon cozenage;the underſtanding over-knowing, mif-knowing, 
| difſembling ; The will prerending, and inclining contrarily ; the affeftions mocking 

us in the object, meaſure, manner ; and in all of them the heart of man is deceitfull, 

Ye have ſeene the face of this Cheator ; laok now at his hand ; and now ye ſeewho 
this Deceiver is, ſeealſo the ſleights of his dereit ; and therein the faſhion, the ſub- 
Jett, the ſequellofit; from whence we will deſcend to our Demeanour, rowards fo 

dangerous an Impoſtor. es 

The faſhion of his deceit is the ſame withour ordinary Juglers ; either cunning 
ranitd; or falſe reſemblance. Cunning co:1veyance, whether into us, in us, 

rom us. 

The heart admits fin, as Paradiſe did the Serpent ; There it is, but by what chinks 
or cranies it entred, we know not ; ſo as we may ſay of fin as the Maſterof the feaſt 
in the Goſpell ſaidro his floycnly gueſt, @xomodo intraſit? How cameſt thon in hither? | 


| 


| Corruption dothnoteat into the heart as our firſt Parents did into the apple, ſo as the 
! print of their teeth might beſeene, bur as the'wormeeats intothe core, inſenfibly;Nei- 
| ther 15 there leſſe cloſeneſſe when it is entred;I wouldit were as untrue a word,as its 
| an harſh one, thar many a profeſſedly-Chriſtian heart, lodges a devill in the blind: 
| roofncs of it, and either knowes it not, or will not be acknowne of it » EVCTY ONE that 
. harbours a willing ſin in hisbreſt, doth fo: The malicious man hath a furious devill; 


the wantonanuncleane devill,a Beelphegor, or a Tammmz; the proud mana Lncifer, the 
jcovetousa Mammon, Certainely, theſe foule ſpirits are not more truly in hell,chanin 


| a wicked heart; there they are,burſocloſel y,that I know nor if the heart it ſelfe know 
by ; it being verified of thiscitadell of the heart,which was faidof that vaſt Nizive, that 


x 


[the enemie had raken ſome parts of ir, long ere the other knew it : What ſhouldl 
\{peake of the moſt common, and yet moſt dangerous gueſt, that lodges in this Inneo? 
| | AOEOus NEU, L 

the heart, Infidelity ? Callat the doore, and aske if ſicha one hoſt not there ; The 
within make ſtrange of ir, deny ir, forſweare It ; Call the officers, make priVie 


ſearch, you ſhall hardly find him : Like ſome Jeſuite in a Popiſh dames cham- 


15not more eaſily knowne, than hardly convinced, confeſſed. How eaſie is it f0 
ſay, thatif infidelity did not Jurke in the hearts of men, they durſt nor doeasth*) 
doe ; they could not doe but what they doe nor ? Durlt they ſinne if they Were 


: non Ine. 


| 


| | [be great Impoſlor. 
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perſwaded of an hell? durit they buy a minute of pleaſure with everlaſting torments? 
Cou!d they ſo{leight heaven it they beleeved ir 2 Could they bee fo lothto poſleſſe | 
ic 2 Couldthey thinke muchof a licrle paiafull goodneſie ro purchaſe an eternitie of | 
happinefle ? No, no. Men, fathers, and brethren ; ifthe heart were not Infidell, | 
whales the faceis Chriſtian, this could not bee. Neicher doth the heart of man more 
cunningly convey iinne inco, and in ir ſelfe, than from it; The finnethar ye ſaw even 
now openly in the hands, 1s lo {wifcly paſt under the boord, that it is now vani- 
thed ; Lookefor it in his forc-head, there ir is not ; looke for icunderhis rongue, | 
there 15none ; looke for itin his conſcience, yee find nothing :; and all this by the 
Legter-de-maine of the heart : Thus Achaz hath hid his wedge, and now he dares ſtand - 
out toa lot; Thus Salowons Rarior hath wip't hermouth, and ic was not ſhee : Thus 
Sal will te-outhis facrilege, unrill the very beaſts out-blear, and ont-bellow him : 
Thus the {wearer ſweares, and when hee hath done, fiweares that hee ſworenor 
Thustheunclcane fornicator bribes off his ſinne, and his ſhame, and now makes 
challenges to the world of his honeſty. Ir cannor bee ſpoken how peeviſhly witty 
the heart of man 15 this way : neither doubt T bur this wilmefſe 13 ſome of the poy- 
lon thatrheſubrile ſerpent infeted us with in thar farall morſell ; They were three 
cunning ſhifrs which the Scripture recordeth of three women (as that ſex hachbeene 
evcrnorted for niore ſudden pregnancic of wit) Rachel, Rahah, and the good wife 
of Baknrim ; The firſthiding the Teraphim with amodeſt ſeat, the ſecond, the 
(pies withflaxc-ſtalkes, and rhe third Davids ſcouts with corne ſpred over the Well: 
bur theſe are nothing to rhe devices that nature hath wont to uſe for the cloaking 
of finne ? God ade nan uprieht, faich Salomon, but he ſouzht mrany inventions : Is Adam 
challenged tor ſinne ? Behoſd all on the ſudden it 1s paſſed fromhishand, to Gods ; 
The woman that thou gaveſt mee : Is Sant challenged for a coyetous and diſobedient re- 
miſſencfſe? the ſinne is ſtraightpaſſed fromthe field tothe Alcar ; 7ſav:d the fatteſt for 
a Sacrifice to the Lord thy God; So the one begins his ſinne in God ,and the other ends it 
in him : Is David bewitched with luſt toabuſe the Wife : the Husband muſt bee ſent 
home drunke to hide ir, or if not that, to his long home, ina pretended favour ofhis 
valour : Isa griping Uſurer diſpoſed to put his mony rogether to breed a monſter ? 
he hath a thouſand quirks to cozen both law and conſcience : Isa Simonaicall Patron | 
diſpoſed ro makea good match ofhis peoples ſoules?ir ſhall be no bargaine, but a gift: 
he hatha living to give, butan horſ to ſell. And ſure I thinke inthis wiſe age of the | 
world, Uſurers and Simoniſts ſtrive who ſhall find the witrieſt way to hell : Whar 
ſhould I ſpeake of the (ecrer frands in contracts, booties in matches, ſubornation of 
inſtruments, hiring of oathes, feceing of officers, equivocations ofan{wers, and tenne 
|chouſand other tricks that the heart of man hath deviſed forthe conveyances of (in ; 
in all which 1troo well approves it ſeife incomparably deceitfull. 

The falſe ſemblance of the heart is yet worſe ; for the former 15 moſt-what for the 
ſmothering ofevill ; this is for thejuſtifying of evill,or the diſgrace ofgood ; In rhele 
two doth this act of falſhood chiefly conſiſt ; 11 making evill good, or good evill. For | 
| the firſt;The naturall man knowes we'l how filrhy all his brood is,and therefore will| 
not let them come forth, bur diſguiſed with thegolours and drefles of good ; foas 
now every one of natures birds isa Swan; Pride ishandſomneſie, deſperate fury va- 
lour ; laviſhneſſe is noble mun! ficerice, drunkenneſle civiiicy, flattery complement, 
murderous revenge, juſticc; the Curtizan 1s boxa femina, the Sorcerer a wile man,the 
oppreiſora good husband ; Abſalom will goe pay his vowes, Herod will worthip the 
Babe. Fortheſecond ; fuch isthe envy of nature, thar where ſhee ſecsa better face | 
than her owne, ſhe isready to ſcratch it, or caſtdirt in it; and therefore knowing that; 
all vertue hath a native beauty in it, ſhe labours to reforme itby rhe fouleſt impurati- 

' [ons. Would the Iſraelites be devour ? they ate idle ; Doth D.:vi4 dance for joy before| 
the Arke? he is a foole in a Morris : Doth Saint Pal diſcourſe of his heavenly Viſion? 
Too much learning hath made him mad. Doc the Diſciples miracnlouſly ſpeak all the 
rongues of Babel ?they arefull ofnew wine:Doe they preach Chriſts Kiagdome?rhey 
are ſedirious; Thereſurre&tion? they are bablers. Is a man conſcionable? he 15 anHy- 
pocrite : Is he conformable ? he is unconſcionable : Is he plaine dealing ? he 15 Togy | 
uncivill: 
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NE TEE | er Tr Ye Ne 
466 | { be preat lmpoſior. p 
uncivill: Is he witely infinuarive ? h2 15a flarrerer : In thorr, fuch 15 rhe wickedcrafcge — 
the hearr, that it wouldlerus ſee norhing in it owne forme; bur faine would ſhey ys |* 
evill faire, that we might be inamored of it,and vertue ug]y, that we might abhorreje. 
and as it doth for the way,ſo doth it for the end; hiding tromusthe glory of heaven, 
that is laid up for over-commers, and ihewing us nothing bur the pleaſant cloſure of 
' wickedneſſe; making us beleeve thar hell is a palace, and heaven adungeon, ther {9 
we might be in love with death ;and thus both in cunning conveyance,and falſe ſem. 
 blance, The heart of man is deceitful above all thiz g8. 


| 


| Ye have ſeene the faſhion ofthis deceir ; caſt now your eyes upon the ſubje&; And | 
whom doth it then deceive? Ir doth deceive others, itcan deceive ir ſelfe, it would 
deceive Satan, yea God himſelfe. Others, firſt : How many doe we take for honeſt and | 
ſound Chriſtians, who yet are bur errant hypocrices? Theſe Apes of Satan have lear. 
nedro transforme themſelves inro Angels of light; Ihe heart bids the eyes look up. 
{ward ro heaven, when they are full of Adultery; It bids the hands to raiſe up them. 
| ſelves towards their Maker,when they are full of blood ; Ir bids the tongue wag holi-| 
{ly,when there is nothing in the boſome bur Atheous prophanenefle ; Ir bids the knee | 
| to bow like a Cameil, when the hearr is ſtiffe as an Elephant; yea1fneed be it can bid 
arcare fall fromthe eye, or analmes or juſt ation fall from rhe hand, and all rogull 
the world with a good opinion; In all which, falſe chapmen and Forſe-courſers doe 
| not more ordinarily decerye their buyers in ſhops and faires, than we doone another | 
in our converſation : Yea, ſo crafty 1s the heart, that it can deceive it (clfe ; By over- | 
weening his owne powers,as the proud man; by under-valuing his graces,as the mo- | 
deſt ; by miſ-raking his eſtate, asthe ignorant ; How many hearts doe thus groflely | 
beguile rhemſclyes ? The firſt rhinkshe 1srich, and fine, when he isbeggerly andns- | 
ked; ſo did the Angellof Laodicea : The ſecond is poore in his one ſpicit,whenhe ( 
isrich of Gods ſpirit : The third thinks that he isa great favourite ofheayen, when he | 
15 rather branded for an out-caſt ; that he 13 truly noble, when hee is a ſlave to that, 
which is baſer than the worſt of Gods creatures, ſinne : Let the proud and ignorant 
world'ing therefore know, that though others may mocke him with applauſes, yet 
thatall the world cannot make him ſo much a foole as his owne heart. 
Yea,ſo cunning 1 the heart, that it thinksto goe beyond the devill himſelfe : Ican 
| (thinks 1t) ſwallow his bait, and yet avoid his hooke ; I can finne,and live; Icanre- | 
| pent of ſinning, and defeat my puniſhment by repenting ; I can run upon the ſcore, 
and rake up the ſweet and rich commodiries of ſinfull pleaſare ; and when Ihave 
done, I can put my ſelte under the protection of a Saviour, and eſcape the arreſt : Oh 
the world of foules that periſh by this frand, fondly beguiling themſelves, whilesthey 
would beguile the Tempter. D 
Yet higher:Laſtly,as Satan went about todeceive the Sonne of God; ſo this fooliſh | 
conſortand client of his goes about to deceive God himſelfe : The firſtpaire of hearts 
thatever was, were thus credulous,, to think they ſhould now meet with a meanes 
of knowledge and Deifying, which God either knew not of, or grudged them, and 
rherefore they would bee ſtealing jt out of the ſide ofthe apple, without God, yea 


againſt him : Tuſh, none eye ſhall ſee us; Is there knowledge in the moſt high, faith the 


ſortith Atheiſt ? Lord have not wee heard thee preach in our ſtreets © have not wee caſt out De- | 


vils 1 thy name 2 ſayes the ſmoothing hypocrite; as if he could fetch God over for | 
an admiſſion into heaven. Thor haſt not lied to man. but to God, ſaith S. Peter tO Aranids. | 
Andpettiſh 7oxzs, afterhe had beene cooled in the belly of the Whale, and the Sea, 
vet will be bearing God downe in an argument to the juſtifying of his idle choler, I 
doe well io be angry tothe death. But asthe greateſt Polititiangs are oft over-taken with |E 
| the grofſe(t follies(God owes proud wits a ſhame) the heart of man could not poſlibly 
\ deviſe how ſomuch to befoole it felfe, as by this wicked preſiumption : 0h gee fools, | | 
P/u.94 1 11. \ Fhenwill yeunderſtand 8 Hee that formed the eye. ſhall hee not ſee 2 Heethat teacheth wan knaw- | 
| | [:1ge, ſhall not heennderſtand ? The Lord knoweth the thoaphis of man, that they are vanitie. A | 


; od for thebacke of fooles, yea a rod of iron for ſuch preſumptuous fooles, to cruſh 151 | 
in peeces like a Potters veſſel. | 
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ave ſeen the faſhionand the ſubject of this deceit:the ſequell,or effe(t follows: | 


o ins, every | | 


ag ern rr een 
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The great Impeſtor. 


every way lamentable: For hence it comes topaſſe that many a one hath had his heart 
in keeping forty, fifty, threeſcore yeeres, and more,and ycr is not acquainted with It; 
and all becauſe this craft hath kept itat the Priſcithaniſts locke,T# omaes,te nemo; It af- 
fe&s tobe a ſearcher ofall men, noman isallowed to come aboard of ir; And ifa man 
whether out of curiolity, or conſcience, be.deſirous to inquire into it(as it isa ſhame 
fora man to bea ſtranger at home ; Kow zee ot zour owner heart, faith the Apoſtle; )ir 
caſts it ſelfe, Protens-like,into ſo many formes, that it is very hard to apprehend ir.One 
while the man hath no heart,( 25 8) ſaith Salomon 4 Then he hath (2>1 25) an 
heart,and an heart,faith Davi4;and one of is hearts contradicts another;and then how ps 
knoweshe whether to beleeye ? and what certainty,whar ſafety can it be fora man to. 
live unacquainted with himſelfe? Of rhisunacquaintance, ſecondly,ariſesa dangerous 
meſpriſon ofa mansſelfe, in the nature and quantity ofhis lin, inthe quality of his re- 

pentance,in his peace and intirenefſe with God,in his right to heaven,and(ina word) | 
in his whole ſpirituall eſtate. Of this me{-priſon, thirdly,ariſes a fearefulldifappoine- 
ment ofall his hopes,and a plunging into unavoidable rorments : Wherein it is miſe- 
rable to ſee, how cunningly the tratcerons hearts of many men beare them in hand all 
their lives long;ſoothing them inall their courſes, promiſing chem ſacceſſe inalltheir | 
waies, ſecuring them from feare of eyills, aſſuring chem of the favour of God and | 
poſſeſſion ofheaven,(as ſome fond Bigot would brag of his Bu/L,or Medall,or Agmus Dei, 
or asthoſe Prieſts, thatGerſoz * taxes, who made the people belceye that the Maſſe |* 2 public | 
was good for the eye-ſighr, for rhe mawe, for bodily health, andpreſervation ) till cham 2p. | 
they come to rheir death-beds ; But then when they come to call forth the comforts [rare populo,qwd || 
chey muſt truſt to, they find them like to ſome unfaichfuil Capraine, that hath all the | 5% CY 
while in Garriſon filled hispurſe with dead payes, and made up the number of his | wor oi cerws, | 
companies. with borrowed men ; and in time of eaſe thewed faire ; butwhen he |» morieew | 
is called forth by a ſadden alarum, bewraies his ſhame and weaknefſ», and failes his As | 
Generall when he hath moſt need of him ; right chus doe the pertidious hearts of | cientiſuſtencati-| 
many, after all the glorious brags of their fecurity, on the bed of their laſtreckoning, |*&* 
find nothing buta cold deſpaire, and a wofull horror of conſci2nce ; and therefore 
roo juſtly may their hearts ſay ro them, as the heart of Appe/lodorns the Tyrant ſee .. 
med coſayuntohim. ; whodreamed one night that he was fleaed by the Scythians_ | 
and boyledin a Caldron ; and thathis heart ſþake to him ourcf the kertle( iz» w 745 
&a) It is I thathave drawnethee to all this. Certaialy never man was,or ſhall be fry- | 
ing in hell, but cries out ofhis owne heart, andaccuſes that deceittull peece as guilry 
ofall his torment : Forlet Satan be never fo malicious, and all the world never ſo pa- 
raſiticall, yet if his owne heart had beene true tohim, none of theſe could have hore 
him. Let the reſt of our enemies doe their worſt, onely from the evill of our owne | 
hearts, good Lord deliyer us. . 


©' 


It werenow time for our thoughts to dwella little upon the meditation, andde- | 
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ploration of our owne danger and miſery, whoare every way ſoinvironed with ſub-| 
rilty, If we looke at Satan; his old ritle is, that od Serpent; who muſt needs therefore | 
now,by ſolong time & experience,be both moreold and more Serpenr. If we look at| 
ſin, it isas crafty as he ; Leſ# any of you behardened through the d:ceitfulneſſe of jn : Ttat our | 
owne hearts, we heare (that which we may feele ). that the beart is dereitfull above al 
things. Oh wretched men that weare, how are we beſct with Impoſtors on all hands : 
If ir were more ſeaſonable forus to bewaile our eſtate, chan to ſeeke the redreſlc of it; 
But ſince it isnot fo much worth our labour to know how deepe the pit 15, into which! 
weare fallen, as how tocome out of it, heare rather ( I befeech you ) for aconcluſion, } 
how wee may avoid the danger of thedeceir of our falle hearr ; even juſt fo as wee 
would prevent the nimble fears of ſome cheating Jugler ; Search him, watch him, 
Truſt him not. | , _ — 
| Looke well into his hands, pockets, boxes,ſleeves;yeagander his very tongue it ſelf: 
There isno fraud fo ſecrer, but may be deſcried; were our hearts as crafty asthe devill 
himſelfe, they may be found our ;. We are not ignorant ( faith Saint Pax) of Satans 
devices ; much morethen may we know our owne ; Were the hearrsof men (as $ato- 
nou ſpeakes of Kings )like unto deepe waters, they have a bottome, ay wa _- | 
CE RON ApEn . ._. fathomed: 
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fathomed;Werethey as darke as hell it ſelfe, and riever {o fuli cf wiridings, arid bing © 
waies,and obſcure turnings,doe but rake the lanthorne of Gods tw in your hang. rg; 
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you ſhall eafily find all the falſe and foule corners of them; As Dee fai.hofthe "a 
pothing is hid from the light thereof, Prove yenr ſelwes, faith the Apoſtle; I: is harg 
falſhood be fo conſtant to ir ſelfe that by many queſtions :t be not tripped ; Wherc | 
| rhis duty is ſlackned, itis no wonder if the heart bee over-run with fpirituall fra1q 

Often privy ſearches ſcarre away vagrant and diforcderly perſons ; where no inquiry 

is made, isa fit harbour for them ; If yee wonld nor haye your hearts, therefore, he. | 

come the lawlefſe Ordinaries of uncleane ſpirits, fearchthem oft; Leavenor a fray | 
unſhaken to find out theſe Labaniſh Teraphim that areſtolne, and hid within vs 

And, when we have ſearched our beſt, if we feare there are yer ſome unknowne evil; 
{lurking within us{ asrne man after Gods owne heart praies againſt ſecret ſinnes )let | 
\uscall him in that cannot be deceived ; and ſay toGod with the Plalmiſt, Search thu 
| -ye,0 Lord, a#1trie mee;Oh let us yeeld our ſelves over to be ranfackt by that all-ſceing 
| eye,and efectuall hand of the Almighty.All our daubing, and cogging, and packing, 
and ſhuffling lies open before him,and he only can make the heart aſhamed of it ſelfe. 

And when our hearts are once ſtript naked, and carefully ſcarcht, let our eyeshe 
ever fixedly bent upon their conveyances, andinclinations; If we ſearch and watch 
| Not, we may be ſafe forthe preſent, long we cannot ; for our eye is no ſooner off than 

the heart is buſte in ſome practiſe of falſhood ,, Iris wellif it forbeare whiles we look 

on, for The thought s of mans heart are only evill continually ; and many a heart is like ſome 
bold and cunning theefe, that looks a man in the face, and cuts his purſe : But ſurely, | 
if there be any guardian ofthe ſoule, it is the eye; The wi e manseye ( faith Salomon )is | 

in his head ; doubtlefſe, on purpoſe tolook into his heart : My ſoxze, above all keepinge 
keepe thy heart, ſaith he ; It we doc not dogge our hearts then in allour wayes, but ſuf- |c 

fer our ſclves to loſe the ſight of them, they run wilde,and we ſhall not recover them | 
| till after many ſlippery tricks on their parts,and much repentance on ours. Alas, how 
| little 1s this regarded in the world? wherin the moſt take no keepe of their ſoules, but 

ſuſſerthemſelvesto run after the wayes of their owne hearts, without obſervation, 
without controlement ; What ſhould I fay of theſe men, but thatthey would fainebe 
deceived, and periſh? For after this looſe licentiouſhefſe (without the great mercy | 
of God) they never ſet eye more upon their hearrs, till they ſee them cither fearfull 


: . . ] 
inroyled 1n the preſent judgements of God, or faſt chained iu the pit of tx1l, inthe 
torments, of finall condemnation. 
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giveshis word for 1t. Mans Epithetis Homo mendax,and his beſt part, the hearts, de- 
ceitfull. Alas, what ſhall we think, or ſay ofthe condition of thoſe men, which never 
follow any other advice than whar they rake of their owne heart? Such are the moſt; 
that make not Gods Law of their counſell; As Eſa faid of Iſtacl, Abit vagus in via cor-\,... 
dis ſui:Surely they are not more ſure they havean heart, than rhat they ſhall be decei- : 57.1, 
ved with 1t,and betrayed untodeath ; Ofrhem may 1 ſay.as Salomon doth of the wan- 
ton foole,thar followes an harlot;Ths ith her great er ſhe cauſed him tozeeld and with |y, 
her flattering lips ſhe intiſed him : And he followed her ſtraight waits, as anOxe that goes tothe] 
Nanghter, or as a foole to the ſtocks for correJ4on. Oh then, deare Chriſtians, as ever yee 
defire ro avoid that direful! ſlaughter-houſe of hel], thoſe wailings and gnaſhings,and 
gnawings, and everlaſting butnings, looke carefully ro your owne hearts; and what 
ever ſuggeſtions they ſhall make unto you, truſt them not, till you have tried them 
by that unfaileablerule ofrighteouſneſſe; the royal! lawof your Maker, which canno' 
more deceive you than your hearts can frec you from deccir. | 
Laſtly,that we may avoid not only the evenrs, bur the very enterpriſes ofthis de- 
ceit, let us countermine the ſubtill workings of the heart. Our Saviour hath bidden us 
be wiſe as Serpents; What ſhould be wiſe but the heart ? And can the heart be wiſer 
than it ſelfe ? Can the wiſdome of the heart remedie the craft of the heart ? Certainly 
it may. Thereare two men ineyery regenerate breſt, the old and thenew ; Andof 
theſe(as they are ever plotting againſt each other)we miſt rake the better fide,and la- 
bour that the new man, by being more wiſe in God, may our-ftrip the old : And how} 
ſhall that be done ? If we would diſpoſſeſſe the ſtrong man that keepes the houſe, our} 
Saviour bids nsbring in a ſtronger than he; and if wee would ovet-reachthe ſubrilty} 
oftheold man, yea;the old Serpent, bring in a wiſer than he, even the Spirit of God, 
the God of wiſdome; If we would have Achitophels wicked counſels croſſed; ſerup an 
Huſhas within us : The fooliſhnefſe of God is wiſer than the wiſdome of men. Could 
wee bnt ſettle God within us; our craftie hearts would bee out of countenance, and 
durſt not offer to play any of their deluding tricks before him from whom nothing 
ishid ; and if they could be ſoimpudently preſampruous, yet they ſhouldbe ſoſoone 
controlled in their firſt motions, that there would be more dangeroftheir confuſion, 
than of our deceit. As ye loye yourſelves therefore, and your owne fafety,and would} 
be free from the perill of this ſecret broaker of Satan, your owne hearts, renderthem 
obediently intothe handsof God ; give him the keyes of theſe cloſets; of hisowne 
making; beſeech him that he will youchſafe ro dwell and reigne in them ; ſoſhallwe 
bee ſurethat neither Satan ſhall deceive them, nor they deceiye us;but both weeand 
they ſhall be kept ſafe and inviolable,andpreſcnted glorious tothe appearance of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt : To whom with the Father, and the holy Ghoſt, be all honour and 
glory, foreyer andeyer. 


te 


Amen. 
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RicnynT HONOVRABLE, 

e==eoon=nn 27 Gt it pleaſe you to receive from the Preſſe what 
) 121 30u Vouchſafed to require from my pen : Vn- 
( all ale worthy Iconfeſſe either of the publike light, or 
A A cbe beames of Jour Honours judicious eyes, 
dp Ks | Yet ſach as (beſides the motive of commonim- 
oo 0050075 Wi portunine) Þ cafily apprehended, might be not 
a little uſefull for the times ; which, if ever, require quickning : 
Neither 1s it to no purpoſe that the world ſhuuld ſee in what ſile 
we ſþeake to the Conrt,not without acceptatton. T bis,and what ever 
ſervice { may bee capable of, are juſily devoted ro Jour Lordjhip, 
Whom all good bearts follow with true Honour, as the great Patron 
' of learning, the ſincere friend of Religion, and rich purchaſer of 
\ Truth. [ be God of Heaven adde to the number of ſuch Peeres, 

and tothe meaſure of your Lo:graces and bappineſſe. 
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BEST BARGAINE. 


Pro. 2 3. 23 Buythe Truth, and ſell it not. 
SPARE Hecſubjetofmy Text is a Bargaine, and Sate. A Bargaine enjoyned, 2 | 
£85) (ale forbidden and the ſubject ot both bargaine and fale, i' Traths A 

$NF5: bargaine able to make us all rich; a faleable to make any ofus miſera- 

A ble; Buy the Truth, and ſell it not ;, A ſentence of ſhort ſound, bur large 

8 extent; the wordsare bur ſcayen ſyllables, an caſie load for our me- ' 
SLELLDS mories; the matter is a world of work a long taske for our lives. And 
firſt, ler ine call you to this Mart, which hols both now, and ever ; If yee loye your | 
ſelves, be ye cuſtomersat this ſhop of heaven ; Buy tHe Truth. 


| Inevery bargaine there is merx, and mercaturs ; the commoditie, and the match , 
The commoditie tobe bought isthe Truchz The match made for this commodity,is | 
Bujivg, Buy the Truth. Anill Judge may put agcod Interrogatory ; yer it was aqueſti- 
on too good for the month ofaPilare,What is Truth? T he {chooles have wearied them- 
ſelves inthe ſolution $ To what purpoſe ſhould I reade a Meraphyſicall Lecture to 
Courticrs Tnuth isas Time,one in all; yet,as Time,tnough bur one,1s diſtinguiſhed | 
into paſt, preſent, furure, and every thing hatha Time of itowne ; fois Truth vart- | 


ouſly diſtinguiſhed, accordingto the ſubjects wherein ir is; This1s Azſelms, cited by 
Aqainas ; Thad rather ſay,Truth is as light : (Ser7 forth 1hy Trath, and thy light, faith the 
Plalmiſtwhich(though bur one in all)yerthere 13one light of che Sunne, anorher of | 


and cauſall Truth inthe Divine underſtanding,which the Schools call Primo-primam:; 
This will not be fold, cannotbe bough ; God will nor part with it, the world is not | 
worth it ; This Trarh isas the Light inthe kody of the Suntie, There isan intrinſecall 


the Moone; another of the Starres, another ofthis lowerayre : Thereis an efſentiall, þ 


Auſten rightly defines, Verum eſt illud quod eft +, Allthis created Truth inthings, 1s deri- 


lower aire 3 This is the Truth wee arecalled toZ»y : Butthis derivative and relative 
Truth,whether inthe mind,orin themouth, hath much multiplici ty,according tothe 
matter either coriceived,oruttered; There isa Theologicall Trurh, there 12 a narurall, 
there is a morall, there isa civill; all thefe muſt bee deare bought ; but the beſt at the 
| higheſt rate, which is Theologicall,or divine ; whether if the principles,or neceſſary 

he of ns + ER -____ concluſions; 


or formall truth in thingstruly exiſting ; For, Belg and Trreare convertible; and Sa'nt | 


vedexemplarily,and cauſally, from that increated Truth of God ; this the ſchools call 
Secunde-primams and itisasthe light ofthe Sun-beames, calt upon the Moone, and | 
Starres. There isan extrinſecall, or ſecondary truth of propoſitions following upon, | 
and conformable to the truth of the things cxpreſled : thus, Yernm 1s noothet than Eſſe | 
declarationm,as Hilarie ; And this Truth, being the thing it ſelfe ſabjeCtively,in words | 
expreſſively,in the mindofman terminatively, preſuppoletha double conformity or | 
?| adequatioh; Both of the underſtanding to the matter conceived; andofthe words ro | 
the underſtanding; ſoas Truth 1s when we ſpeak aswe think, and think as It 15; And | 
this Truth isas the light diffuſed from thoſe heavenly bodies, to the Region of this | 


em 
—— . 


| 


hs 4 
—_— EINE me uw 


enema 


- - "2 XU - 4 = 
AG Eo Ie mu $34 
A Tr ChX "2 
CY a v - * 


Ce PIO arid Hs iz LEPC 
A IF: ED YI T7 API <2 IK a UH? th 


—— 2" I— * ry 
_— * ——_ = þ 


ar -— y_—_ 
OO PIE - 
"th 


kr. a 6 
So F2 row zo > 
RA TY 26.3 £ 


TREnr 20 ee ao ge oy =p = —_—_- 
2 ome ogs > AD. ni 5 XL _  —_— 
« Pew == I we x : i pp - 

—_— gy 


©, © II re 


—— 
Comes 
cs 


—_-—_—_ 
902" "0 


EE CY 
> Roy = 


wav > a 1g een 


” _— — x” © - 
m -n _ 
— — ——— I 
Mgt | Ps, 4 : 
pol Wy More tm er 
——2u, fe = Go one + 
_ —— 
A » JO ER TIS * 
A 


—_ ADL fas vs. 


— 


S 
—_— 
- 


- 
bonne za 
y _—_ 
Þ —* 
= - 
9 v 


a i 1n* ue __ $4 hs 
© - - " we Py” 
"hs _—_ 5 wet, IEOE; . 


DMSt. LEE = mo 


On nu 


_ 


w_ - 
— dS. Pas J__—_ 


—_— SE 


a". 4 8 PREY 
— 1 ws 7 
- a - % 


- - = 
— 

_ p 
= 


Era ae oats} Fee 
- 9 . -” 
_ bs. _ 
- — 
. — 
j- on > VT. 
- om * 4 8 


ves - 
—- 
wn ec, 


- . _—_ + pour —_p> - * op - 


. b - 
. 7 "i % S 
_ - , 
. — —_— _ = &. w_ of wo - -—- 
we _ pw, — —_ 
_ inn” aproe—s en. a>. —_— -» - 
re —_ $ = _ = 


— wg, —e—— > GOL 
{© . Pb 


ob 
_— 
> COR 
oo» m9 Og ne es 
Cn pr Ih " M 


1. 
—_ — 
- - 
__ 


_» = &-* 
S , n tos & 
« _- _ 4”. 400 o_ ay $3 20% TIE Þ | Vers, vs a \ -——_— .- w—_ u- " D = 
- jd y _ 3: Ss FYV3 "a Sg FE Sutra as cy — , —_ ry _ 
—— roy 0s, ens 0" . 2 = Sg Fs Hen i oats ——_ - » OT OYoe pa Wc. ii ye 2 
<4 L k | bn 4 > IE” ow 2 £ - _—_R—TI a, A = Fo i" . ® 
A Eo” Woes at Kod, Mgns hp 4 . : a —_— 
7 - a — ” 46 -IEI a. #0 
: Ef wt - % oo "I CF þ 
* —- 
. 6. 5 


dE 2 . 


- ; A > > . 
-V \ = ER b <<. oy gt es >: <6 " » - AY 
- * * + + - po k _ - a 5: > Pp = _— 
Y W; <> L # « ES - - , » 7 - m_—_— 2 \# ” —__ oe uy ; 
: _ —_— ft | mai ——_ a _ - . p 4 4 O_o" - 
"ry _— = « POE s Wy _we > w—_ , \ - PO =" 
even _ q "y "4 , V. 1> 1 M ry 4 A 0 AP» — by: q - * 
es a 4 Mb ES - %s "7 - - w_ "_— ny; vo "a. "=p Sts R _ ” 4 — 
p——_ er re}... FIN k —_— OS IE - ——— ” Q ADL EY b f "= 
> m _— _ __ ” Sas " \ 4 ® N  * % 4 4 
” CR = 


SRI 7 IEAET 


_ _ ——_— nam" oe deg a 
we > TIE 62 
ol 4 e—_— yr 
= arr = 


- ——— — 


AM 4 NE NT ot et we ali. Mi 
_— ae. _ 


- x Tr EI ITY Fa 
— 
wa C 


le P al Sy 
_— I No nn AS agppn tt 
£ Rccogh  ovonine — ——_——— 
—_ = on p. i <bat% 468 CE 


ge = Infant wn 
yas. 6. ont. 7 . 


_ 
Cy __—_——_ - _ 
- _— 
CEO Y -—- 2 _ gy 6 
SA ae 4 A "2 


£m a” -_ y 
nn a— 4 my pI ra 
- h- ——_——__— : 4 — _ ſh. ___ -oy 
OUT IN ns toms 
_- _ as a4 > 


"— A 
< A” 7 


Tu o i 
i __ CO 4-0/9 a. —< 
rem; - a Ws 
- - a "= + He 
we; £8 ne 
- — - _ 


ACE WS. at 
bs... 


- # PR $a => « - py __— bh 5 c 
14 G_eu I $2 45 —_ m —— gw 4 - n _=_ "= * gate = 4 4 
X n —_— > > > i ad > : - 0 » — > > 
+ Dt I þ =—_y . = a Wh, T; _—. _ ki DAM ents « - es : 0 X cs) . , av ZE - 4 oy " - > aA way 
_ = 2 Rt We Wy alert Sn —— weT . - ——m—_ F rX 1 - % - " * . * en <p egy Fes - m9. wins rot rn < hs 
_ 244 ed . po 2 FE EG Te, "Ir" P 6 - ——_ CET hr y , kts hu : v - 
932-2 F iS 4 l - £1 : 3 > OY _ GIA ; O62 th. ct: : ry 5 e _ SIT. þ a —— A rr -m : 
” 4 5 of - = ure 468; ah - * a -> a 1 .P - 4 7 py ys ” . k - we « 4 0 > - a ſi PRne cli tes. E - = - ou = oo os 5-_ —_ CE "- i + 
- - DIG \ - 4 T6 Wa ” 4 6 . 4 _ l C 4 _—_ —_ - WM  —— Pinus — _ p "ie. I G prone 7 yy - © o © cy d 5 
— + ow bo __, 25 RISER Ie tw 2 2 pl oF 5.10 - rag” 0 * og 06 —_— = -— = an ne nes ——_ 5 - " Wo ——_ - ſs w__ o £ - = C m_— 4 » _ PR - . * 4 4 Fe % A 
< _ a px $ —<& . _ a : _— 2 . 7 s = - ww > ; q pj 4a \ & A C : 
# * ma a __ 9 ” wy , y ww _ b 7X ry A 4 : - 4 yy” I: Ls _— 4 — 2" = - ——_ _— _ 4s — CA * 
+ , n - . Wa es fl | + us — a_——_ 1 . —— = - _ ba _—o I . hs. rt I = : x "A Dn... MALO OS 
an % . ar: 6. ——— Ae ne ” —__— R - . geo 05.9 "8 gg _ ka a _— m__— —_ 4 PROIED -28 WY EET »> WIOIWY Kot as hae. oe _— a—_— _— = A ps BS > Rho - __ - : "DEE WORX g ; 
eo HERO SAMET c roy Sh - 4 + - » * »———_— . _= > _ OE oY Ro o—_— RC 4 i ett. Woo oe E D— _—_— . : ' _— — > —_— —_— ———— = - SY ogy —_ Do u TxXA I, = PF,” - NT ———— 
#5. PL Fe a —_— x = G A —_—_”— ade ett _ . - > ——__— - 7 - ” ** oe, EE <a n= foe nng hn Si ks cr ET. qi Og 2 I F : _ - _ Sin 4 Tt ” — ”+ 4 pr ” Ce we _ WS De —_ > > : may p - 
— a --_— we w—=— D . ” . - __ ml a W—_ * ot vayy - - w—_— —_—_— _—_———— 9 oy — » bo et +. ery = - _ — "Se _ os - —_ WE hoes - d LIN - g g . 
_- 4s mn 4 wHl = - £ PS b fs - — _—_— Ws "EW 2 4 "6 = 6 =. - _ > is . wan + WR. - _ q P lm ——_—_ = 22 =>. . Ca} 26 — a — " T- 
= r _ - 4 L 0 —_ __ _— 5 —_— —— 4 ” k — As _ 2 4 . ” ao —_—— ” = 4 oY 4 = , 4 Z > . 
: PTY - Wes ITT TI ene oo © EG. hat ed NE om > : . £ n «+ dit how - ®. p —_ ; bg * 5 Ws. Shag” g d.- —— — ee >» - 
J GG - - 4 . 4 _ _— n——_—_ w__ > - - - 7 4 5 o - 
— 0700p RS OA EE AR ae + _—_ = ISL __ aunts - bar + - m—p——_— - 
._ — 0 = d ah4's . FY - oy - __— un 1g : — - lating 
$2 _ 


«Bo 
— Wa om 
FRI _ wth 
Es OI 


a>. 2 
ae. . 
Pe # ——— 
* 4 DE aoons 
I _—__ - : Da % 
Eee < <a f ys < 


— 


Warn en I as _ 
gh ” 
» PA Fo PI.” 
PEDEts Re ata 
* OO MET IO 
eng 


- 
os 


PR E—_— — ——C—_—— RR, 


£4” CdIAIL Loer er ere I AIG 


-- - . ” , my 
i RR Eo cnn ew—_—_—___—__—_ ppg 


Pons » 


— — 


andy woe ww may er reoor  —_—rs 


T be beſt Bargaine. 
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concluſions; The principles of divine Truth are Scripinra veritaiis,Day.to,The Law = 
Truth,Mzgl. 2.The Word of Truth, 2 Cor. 6. The neceſſary concluiions are they, which A 
\ upon irrefragable inferences are deduced from thole holy grounds : Shortly then, e. | 


very parcellof Divine Truth,whether laid downe in Scripture, or drawne neceſſarily | 
from Scripture,is this Merc/moninm facrum, which we are bidden to Buy ; Buy the Tryj, 

"This is the commodirie; The match is, Bay ; that 18, Beat the price,and pay it, uy 
it; Ofwhom? For what? Of whom, but of the owner, of the maker? | 


The owner;lt 13 Veritas Domivi,Gods Truth, Pl.117.His ſtile 15 the Lord Godof ruth, 


lia 21. The maker; The works of his hands aretruth, au4 judgement Pal.111. And ifan | 
\uſurping ſpirit of error ſhall have made a free-booty,of Truth, and ſhall with-holg; 
in unrighrteouſheſſe, we muſt redecme it out of his hands with the higheſt ranſome. 

Whar is the price ? That is the mainething in buying;For,Puying isnootherthan 
padiopretii: Elſe-where God proclaimes ; Foz, every ore 1h:3t thirſteth,com? buy wine gy. 
milke without money and without price;Elay 55. This isa Donation in forme of fale; Bur, 
here mult be a price inthe hand ; God will give mercy, andnot fell it ; He will ſol] | 
Truth, & not give it: For what will he ſell i? Firſt, for Labour; I he Heathen Poerconld 
ſay, his gods ſold learning for ſeat ; The originall word here ufed is (ny) Compare. | 
| Get it any way, either labore, or pretio; yea labore et pretio. This great foreman of God; | 
ſhop tels us we cannot have jtunder, Pro. 24. We mult (cek for heras filver,and ſearch 
tforheras for hid Treaſures ; The veine of Truth hes low, it muſt be digged and del. | 
vedfortothe very center. If Truth could be bought with caſe andpleature, many | 


lazy Chriſtian would bid faire for it, who now reſolve rather upon want, thantoile, 


The {lothfull worldling will rather take up a falſhood for Truth, than beat hisbraine | 

todiſcerne Truth from falſhood ; an error of free-colt is better than an high-rated | 
Veritie ; Labour for Truth is turn'd oyer for the task of Chuarch-men  nolite favours 
to theſe flegmatick Spirits, but that of the Lilies, Neque laborant, weque nent ; They 
neither labour nor ſpin ; This dull reſolution isunworthy ofa Chriſtian, yea of area- | 
ſonable foule ; andit we ſhould takeup noother for the body, we ſhould be fed with | 
bunger, and clothed with nakednefſe; the earth ſhould be our feather-bed, and the | 
| skie our Canopie ; we {kould abound with want, live ſavagely, anddie miſerably. It | 
was the juſt Canon of the Apoſtle, He that labours not Jet hin not eat ;, Certainly, he can 
| never catofthe heavenly Manna of Truth, thar will not ſtep forth togather it : Heare 

this,ye delicate Courtiers,that would heare a Sermon if ye could riſe out of yourbeds; 
that would lend God an houre, if ye could ſpare it from your pleaſures ; the Codof 
heaven ſcornes to haye hisprecious Truth fo baſely under-valucd ; if ye bid God lefſe 
than labour for Truth, I can give ycu no comfort, but that ye may. go to hell with caſe. 


_ —. 


T2ſ?it14 pretit non conſiſtit 38 individuo ; The Juſtice of price doth not pitchever upon! 

a point ; Sometimes the price of Truth hath riſen, it wonld not bee bought bur for 

. danger ; ſomerimes,notunder loſe, notunder diſgrace, not under imprifonment,not 

under exile ; ſometimes yet dearer, not undcr paine ; yea ſometimes it hath not gone! 
for leſfe than blood. It did coſt Elias danger, Michaiahdiigracc, Teremie impriſonment, | 
the Diſciplesloſfſe,1oh» and Athanaſius exile, the holy Confefſors paine, the holy Mar- 

tyrs death ; Even the higl cltof thee is pretinm egitimum, it God call for ir, how ever) 

| DAtUTe may tax 1t as rigorous, yea ſuch as the franke hearts of faithfill Chriſtians have) 


 biddenarthe firſt word for Trurh ; hat dce ye weeping, and breaking my heart ;, For T ol 


- 


| ready 10t to be bound only but to die forthename of the Lord Teſus,faith $8. Paul, AQt.21.5kin for 
Skin, yea all that a man hathwill he give for bis life, faith Satan: but skin, and life, avdal}, 
| multa man givefor Truth, and notthinke jt an hard penni-worth : Nezther connt 1 
' mp lifedeare unio methat Imay fenilh mm th j09 + ſai peel his E- 
Mi} at Tmay frniſh my conrſewith joy ; ſaiththe choſen veſſel], rohis | 

| phetians.Oh theheroicall ſpirits of our bleſſed fore-Fathers.that ſtack not to givethell, 
\ deareſt heart-blood for but ſome corolarics of facred Truth ; whoſe burning zcale t0 


iT ruth conlumed them before thoſe fires of Martyrdome, and {Cntup the ir pure ard, 
gforious loules,like Manochs Angell,toheaven, in theflame.Bleſedbe Cod  Bleſſedbe| | 
| 


n1s Anointed,under whoſe grarious Scepter we have enjoied dayesas much wore hap- 
pie than theirs, astheir hearts were more feryent than ours :We may now buy Trut!! 
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The marketsof Truth, as of all other commodities, vary : It 1s the rule of Caſuilts; o 
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Al ata betrec hand ; ſtake but our labour, we carry it with thanss; 1 feare there want not 
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in the Caſes of Commerce, Aﬀers eſtizrari poteſt, Our love may be valued ih the price. } 
Yea,O God,thy love to Iruth cannot be valued ; It is thy ſelte,thou thatarr Truth ic 
ſeife halt fatd {9,7 am theIFay, the Truth, and the Life, Wee cannot thorefore know how 


C\be thus pxecious, thus beneficiall; how comes it to paſſe that it is negle&ed, contem- 


| D| for our filthy luſts s we will needs rurchaſe them (too oft) with ſhame, beggery, dil- | 


much thou lovelt cy Truth, becaulc as thy ſelfe is infinite, (© isthy love to thy ſelfe : | 
What ſhould we hunttor comparitons? Ifall the earthwere gold, what were itzwhen 

evenvery heayen it (clte 1s traſh to thee in reſpect of trath:No marvell if thou ſet it at | 
an high rate; it 15 not more precious to thee, than beneficiall ro us. It freesus, Toby 8. | 
22.Itrenewes us, 1azzes 1.18. It confirmes us, Prov, 12.19. It fanificsus,Tehy 17. 17. | 
It defends us, Pſa/.9r.4.Shortly., it doth all for us that Ged doth ; for God works by | 
his Almighty word,and his ors is Truth, Toh? 17. Therefore bythe Truth. And if truth | 


1 


ned? Some paſſe by ir,and doe not ſo muchas cheapen it ; Others cheapen ir, but bid | 
nothing ; Others bid ſomething, but under-foor ; Others bid well, but ſtake it nor ; | 
| Others laſtly ſtake downe,but revoke it. The firſt thar paſſe by and cheapen it nor, are | 
careleffe unbeleeyers; Thenext that cheapen it, and bid nothing,are fortnall Chriſti- 
ans; Therhird that bid ſomething but not enough, are worldly ſemi-Chriſtians;The 
fourth that bid welland ſtake it not,are glorious hypocrites; The laſt that ſtake downe 
and revoke 1;;are damnable Apoſtates. Take all theſeout of the ſociety of men; and 
how many cuſtomers hath God that care tobuy the Truth ? If Truth were fome rich 
charrell,it would be bought ; If Truth were ſome gocdiy Lordthip,or the reverſion 
of ſome gocd Office,it would be bought ;, If Truth were ſome Benefice, or ſpirituall | 
promotion (Oh time !) it would be bought ; Yea, how dearc are wee content to pay 


eaſe, damnation ; only the ſaving Truthof God will not off hand, What is the reaſon | 
ofthis? Firſt of all; It is but bare, ſimple, plaine, honeſt, homely Truth, without welt, 

without guard ; It will abide none bur native colours, it ſcorneth ro wooe favour | 
with farding,& licking, & conntctfeilance;it hates either bonght,or borrowed beau- 

ty; and thercfore like ſome native face amongthe painted, looks courſe, and ruſty. 

There are twoſhops that get away all the cuttome from Truth, The fhop of Vanity, | 
the ſhop of Error ; Theone ſels knacksand gew-gawes, the other falſe wares, and | 
adulterate ; both of their commoditics are ſo gilded, and gaudy, and glittering, that | 
all fooles throng thither, and complaine to want elbow-roome, and ſtrive who ſhall } 
be firſt ſerved ; Whereas the ſecret work of artlefſe and unpoliſht Truth can winne 
no eye toviewit, notongue toaske ſomuch, as, What will it coft me 2 Oh yee ſonnes of 
F | ez, how long will yee love vanitie, and ſeeke aſter lies ? 


. 


Secondly, though Truth in itſelfe beealwayes excellent, yet the iſſue of it is not 
ſeldome diſtaftfull; Yer3tas 04inm : There 1s one Michaiah whom I hate : AmT become 
Jour emmy, berauſeTtell you thetruth 2 And this 1s the cauſe that Frier Mezzt alleages, 
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| why Truth in his Time was ſounwelcome to the Court. Bur it Truth be the mother 
of Hatred, ſhee is the daughter of Time; and Truth hath I-arn't this of Time, to de- 
voure her owne brood ; So that in Time, Truth ſhall conſume hatred; and arlaſt, a 

(8910S Truth (hall have more thanks, than a ſmoothing ſupparifitation.1n the meane 
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T be beſt Bargame. 
| time,Veritas mikil ernbeſcit preterquars abſcondi ; Truth bluſherh ar nothing bur ſecre- | 

Cy, 8STertnl. 

Vw ever then fond,or falſe hearts value the Truth, let us, that ſhould be wiſe Chri- 
ſtians,eſteeme iras the pearle hid in the field, which the manſold all that eyerhe had 
copurchaſe. Would it not ſerany hearton fire with an holy anger,ro ſee whatthe ene. 
mies of Trurh bid,and give for falſhood,for faction? Theirliberty,rheir country :the 
life of their Soyeraigne,the eternall ſtate of their ſoules hath not ſcemedroodeareto 
caſt away upon an ill bargaine of miſ-religion; & ſhall not we bidſo muchas our zex- 
lous well-wiſhes,our effectuall endeyours,our carctull obſervances for the undoubted 
truth ofour Maker and Redeemer ?What ſhall I ſay to the miſerable and ſtupidcare- 
| leſneſſe of theſe thriftleſſe and podleſſe times ; wherein every thing is appri ed,every 
thing is bought, ſave That which is moſt precious, moſt beneficial, Truth. Yea great 
ones are made for precedents to the inferiour world;your example is able to bring ej- 
cher good or evill into faſhion ; For Gods ſake, for your ſoules fake, what ever tranſ- 
actions ye make for the world, lay your plots forthe bleſſed purchaſe of Truth; Oh 
let not your fickle honours, yourunſarisfying pleaſures, y our worthlefſe profits, yea 
your momentany lives ſeeme deare to you in compariſon of heavenly Truth. it isno 
{ſhamein other parts for great Peeres tobee Merchants ; Mercotores twi erant Principes, 
fith the Angell concerning Bobyſon,Revel. 18. Thy Merchants were the Prixces of the earth., 
And why ſhould not yee great ones bee the Merchantsof Truth ? Bleſſed be the God of 
Tr#th, yeare ſo. It is no proud word to ſay, that no Court under heaven hath ſoricha 
ſtock of Truth, asthis of Great Britaine, yer let me tell you, the very Angels knew not | | 
fomuch, bur they defired to know more, Epheſ. 3.10. And if ye had already thar ye: | 
pertine knowledge of the Saints which yee ſhall once have in heaven, yerknow that 
this Bargaine ſtands not more in the judgement, than in the affe&ions. What ever our C | 
ſpeculations may be, ifour hearts be not ſerupon Truth, we may beBrokers, weeare 
not Merchants; Brokcrs for others,not Merchants for our ſelves. As our Saviour then, 
| when he bids us ſel] all, forſake all, holds it done, when in preparation of rind we are | 
| ready toa®dicate all for hisname, though wee doeit not, ſodoth God hold us tobuy 

Truth, when we beſtow ourbelt thoughts,our deareſt well-wiſhesupon it, though we 
have it already. Oh ſtir up your languiſhing zeale, ye noble Courtiers,rouze up your 
drouping love to divine Truth ; Give your hearts to it, ye cannot bur give allfor it; 
Andif ye doenot findthe {weet gaine ofthis Bargaine, in this lower Region of error, 
and confuſion, ye ſhall once find it in thoſe eternall & empireall habitations of Truth, 
wherethe God of Truth ſhall make up the Truth of his promiſes, with the eyer- 
| aſting Trath of is glorious performances; where mercy & Truth thall ſo meet, and 

embrace one another, that both of them ſhall embrace the faithfull ſoule, for ever 
and ever. 

This for the Bargaine of Truth; The forbidden fale followeth: ſe/1;t aot.Commonly 
what we buy,we may ſell. Alexerder,not the Great,bur the good, ſold Miters, Keyes, 
Altars; the verſe gives the reaſon ; Emerat ile privs, He bought them. So S. Anſtes of 
Simon Mages, Volebat emere ſpiritum ſantTum, quia vendere volebat ſliritum ſanum ; Het 
would buy the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe he meant to ſell ir. Give me a man that buyes a 
Sear of Judicature ; I'darenot truſt himfor not ſelling of Juſtice ; hee thar fits inthe 

chair of Symony,will not give Orders,willnot ſtick to ſell ſoules. Some things we may 
buy to ſell, as Toſeph did the Egyptian corne, ſome things we muſt ſell, if wee buy as an 
Iſrachites1nheritance,Lev. 25. Buthere weare charged to buy what it is a fin to ſell;B» 
theTrethazd ſellit not; There is many a goodthing ill ſold ;& ſev ſels his birth-right for; 
| Pottage, Furs and Shechees ſell their Country for love, Dgllah ſels her lover for : 

bribe ; The Patriarks ell their Brother for twenty ſilver rings : Harman cls the Joes 
| for nought. The Gept3/es ſell the Jewiſh girles for wine, eel. 3.3.1(rae (els the righteous 
for filver, and the poore for ſhooes, Ames 2. ere 3 udges ſell ſins or innocency for 
rewards, E Joy 5-23. Ahabſels himſelfe to wickedneſfe , 1»das ſels his maſter ; De2# 
ſels the Truth; All theſe make an ill market; Andin all iris a furerule, the better the 

commodity 15, the more pernicious is the ſale. The indefiniteneſſe of the charge im- 

| plies a generality. Buyitatany price; Atnopriceſell it. It isthe favour of God,thal 
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Al it may bee bought for any rate ; I 


not beſold : As buying and ſelling are oppoſites in relation ; So that for which wee | 
muſt not ſell 'Trurh,is oppoſite to that for which we may buy it. We muſtbuy ir with 
labour, therefore we may nor ſell it for eaſe; If need be, wee muſt buy it with lofle, 
therefore we may not ſel] it for gaine ; we muſtbuy it with diſgrace, we may not ſell 
it for honour ; we mult buy ir with exile or imoriſonment, we may nor ſell itfor liber- 
ty ; we muſt buy 1: with pame,we may not [ell it for pleaſure ; We muſt buy ic with 
death,we may not ſell it for life ; Not for any,not for all oftheſe may we ſell Truth ; 
this were damn mercatio, as Chryſ. Tn every bargaine and ſale chere muſt bea propor- 
tion ; now eaſe,gaine,honour,liber y,pleafure,life, yea worlds of all theſe are no wa 
countervailable to Truth ; For what ſhall 3t profit a man to win the whole worll agl leeſe his 
owe: ſonlz £ And hee cannot ſell Truth, bur his ſoule is loft : And ifany thing in the 
world may ſeemea du? price of Trurh, ic is Peace.Oh ſweertand dearename of Peace, 
the good newes af Angels, the joy of good men ! who can but act thee, who can 
but magnihe thee ? The God of heaven before whom I ſtand, from whomT ſpeake, 
knows how oft, how deeply I have mourned for the diviions of his Church, how 


tis the Juſtice of God, that upon any rate itſhould | 


earneſtly I have fet my hand on worke upon ſuch poore thoughts of re-nnion, asm 

meannefſe conld reach;but whenall 1s done, ſtill fonnd we may nor offer to ſellTruth 
for peace. Its true that there be ſome Scholaſticall and immareriall Truths (the infi- 
nite ſubdiviſion whereof have rather troubled than informed Chriſtendome) which 
for the purchaſe of peace might be keptin, and returned into ſuch ſafe generalicies as 
minds not unreaſonable might reſt in ; but ſoldout rhey may not be ; If fom? Truths 
may be contratted into a narrower roome, none may be contracted for ; 93 divinis 
inzutriti ſunt eloquiis, as that Farherfaid ; Thoſe that are trained up in divine Truths 
may not change a ſyllable for a word. Texe quod habes, Hold that thou haſt,i1sagood rule 
inall things ; which if in temporalicies itwere wellobſerved, we ſhouldnor have fo 
many gallants ſquander away their inherirances to live Camelion-like upon the ayre 
offavour ; But how ever this bee too well obſerved 1n thefe earthly things by frugal 
hands,which take asif they were quick, hold as if they weredead: yet in ſpirituall gra- 
ces it cannever bee obſerved enough ; we get Truth, wee buy itas Jacobdid his birth- 


right,to keep,to enjoy,not to ſell agaie: If therefore the wor!d,if Satan ſhall ofer to 
greaſe us 1n the fiſt for truch, letus anſwer him as Simos Peter did Simon the Sorcerer, 
Thy mny perilh with thee-ecanſethou haſt thouzht the Truth of Go1 may be purchaſed with mony. 

What (hall we ſay then to thole pzdling perty-chapmen which we meet withall in 
every market, that will bee bartring away the trurh of God for trifles ? Surely the 
formeof our {pirituall market is contrary to the civill ; In our civill markets there are 
more bnyersthan ſellers ; there would bebut poore takings, it many did not buy of 
one ; but inthe ſpiricuall, there are more Sellers of Trurh than Buyers. 

Many a onefels that he never had, rhat he ſhould have had, the Truth of God ; Here 
one chops away the Truth for Feare or ambicion ; There another lers ic go? for the 
old ſhooes of aGebeon71ihh pretence of Antiquity; Here one parts with it for a painted, 
o1lded hobby-horſeof an outwardly pompous magnificence of the Church; there a- 
nother for the bables of childiſh ſuperſtition ; One forthe fancies of hope, another 
for the breath of a colloguing Impoſtor ; Amongſt them all, Diminnte ſunt veritates 4 
filiis hominum,Pſ. 12.Trath is failed from the children ofmen ;Yeaas Eſay complained 
in his time, Corrwit inplateaweritas, Eſay. 59. 14. Truth is fallenin the (treets. What a 
ſhame itis to ſee,that in the clear & glorious Sun-ſhine of the Goſpell,under the pious 
government of the true Defender of the Faith, there ſhould nor want ſome ſoules 
that ſhould truck for the truth of God, as if it were ſome Cheap-ſide, or ſome Smith- 


God intoa lie, Row. 1.25.And all their cares, that they may be deceived good cheap. 
Whoſe heart cannotbleed to ſee ſo many well rigg'd and hopefull Barks of our young 
Gentrv, laden with the moſt precious merchandizes of Nature and Grace, hald in e- 
very day to theſe deceitfull Ports of Error, the owners partly cheated, partly robbed 
ofTruth, deſpoiled of their rich fraight, and at laſt turn'd over-baord intoa ſea of 
Deſperation? 0h fogliſh Galatianus,who hath bewitche4 you that ye ſhould not obey that ye ſhould 
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field-Commoditie ? Commutavernnt veritatem Dei ; They have changed the Truth of 


Math 16.26. 


| 


| 


- 


—— 
—_— ———I 
_—— 
— — — meth, named wy 
—F 
Lo 


hea. 


[2 Is" 
"oe was « — 


i. *<z < wand w# Þ —_— Ha ed X 
= <—_— a__—_ ON SE 8 KO As 
* = OC ” Re 7 A” or m7: 4 en arts oo # 
- " > _—_ Side SD Va C—— —— wy NESEG >. 
S F _ - . 
CEE OE ons ESC IIS TSSPTd: 


” 
- D— - > - > _ 
AID AE re ESE 4 _ wow 
- 


nf _ "or - 
> « 
o a*:-» PS 92” T5 4 
wad I-. h. : 
TL MD I WE HO. 2 ee 
"03 - 6. - "+ 7" Ix _—_—_ - 4 
OST © , "IX Lu —_ £2 
$4. a 


DE Rn Le ne Lg 
» CO ; _ 
& + « - 
wy 
> A” . : ” ” "IO © 
GE Ee ee Ee a i Ei, 
En ATED = worn _ 
b - po Tx, 
See » <i> 
ne on EE _ ” 4 
” = . - " , 


= Þ-— — 
$5 -_———— - 
=. "Wa 


$906 tim org 2 nn Say 
_ o a 
' Pas 
& PIES —— 
"on ox n 
__— - 


- 
* —— na 
- — o - _ > ju 
—_ % - Pm 
4s. a __————— 
S MY - ” ” - Þ. _ 
«...z 20" mas wi, a _ 
—_— ———_ p——_ . = __ wu 5 
4 —_ - bz, , IS 
d. - ve Fog —_— » > - 
at - . 
p - ” - p —_ = 5 - 
_ - : AT 2422. att - £ 
3 » — * - oY 
- * S444 Ft P*® i 
_—_— 


CS 
- 


EPR. 


. joy wo - 


pe EX ABS x 
EELTDT ET ES 


Re + s 
54. oro < 


"== , 
- _ 2x 
46> 
3. wi mg 
.£._ .o_—"—_ pu a ——__ 


30s 
ol 
-_ 


8 9 prog 
Rig end. _ 

*« grIR_—_— Wo_ 
- 


> ul: rm ” -- -» 


- 


> 9 pe 
PX ARERIE-— 


SOT —_ 
—_ 


© ISC AC 


roger may 6 _———_—— 
" 


_ 
— 
ea - 


* J = + _ 
& ws % 
= —_ DRE 3 6 


_ 
__ 
ST. oper 
— ﬀ - - 


>: hn WI. "4 - o 
ov 4 a » T ©-2 _ _ = 
- = . Sh 

. O "wy » «< = — m—_— 

rye Fre nn Wo ww A PCRgy wo rr Ce o_n— rt cs Ap RN CL 
—_— —— _ —_ RR - _ , ” Bw - 
nw _ 
5 . 4 > A ” \ » - 


RE. 


> 

— => 

RIS 

: wet * bag re res 

mn 2 21 x 

_— —__——_— -— —_—_— —_ 
2 - % ww 

__ an - 


_ — 
—_— 
hat 


TIER 


bh... an * k - 
-- ——_ . yo. - you . 
W-: ares te ot a _— 
. of - - - . * -*& - 
Tot a» > "FIX. — a 8 _n RN 
Pros ue - 4 uu pI CA.82 Sy Caron oogomme act « Ss a bo Ii ts CO ee Rn DC Is ho 
. gs _- rt SR I-04 255 7; s - gin; DEA 
, >. A. * : 
ney Gr INTER ile Fs _— EOS "320 Bw; 
oo i AR AG ORE Ce 4 : EINE IS Lbs 2 -h wEDTI 
. m—_ You='® L n p02 
. . - —— —_— A — ay ne 
mi at "aaa "PRI 2s be 23S ply >. % _— » - i a PISS " > 
L ” oaipinc a3 4 Wn * . | 
Par» v _ PS 5 PX o bo - » —_—_" I EI 9s 
— "al : 
h 


- Sud . - " 
_ — : - 4 p "2 os * "i 
"x" - * . A b -_ vo 
- = CY % —_— — = _ — 
—_ ” "_ 6 OI T_T Pg re A tee og * _ £ 7 
F Ia allies Ed ns Rees ® Ms * <A 4? 4 Oh awy- 1 ro og eons we oe apogee ” We . 37” 
E . -_ 0 . T 
- k 2 ' 3 ” 4 Pn , d ” CO, 
, - P w .* EE - I __ 
& = SY Þ. I ” = + — - ho wa - ig. = *22"Y a Y C. 
ANADELE" » 2 _—_ - 2 : & - . : . rp” 4” . - * ""* 
G 4 _ - —_— 5 IS oa . SIT - —_— *. » — _— —_ BY a «+. jou " , 
a mn, _— a —___—— o—— arensts ibrr i way > fo oe wn we avs Mfg agreed. _ _ - 6% -» * oe » w 
. -- - - - 2 bo | = & 4 as n 5 S2" -; jar - 
20s, 4 = wy tpn 6 ped 4 2 ” a” |. 4; G3 f " Y - —LS _— 
” 1 _ f . j - «7 n jon A : » $ , $9. "1 
ws COpngerenY. "Pe & y, " a4» 4 s hb » AR IS es os * «@ - La. 4a , Ys * 6 
wv" i a. ht. wes Ry bs _ 7 of - 4 p 2 pooes 4 , . 
A ,y " Ir IRE. : - _ IE” : : - I 
mn ; pos Fewer: _— 2000/09) 129 2 1 che RIGGS: pet er bb. rne rg rp . 
Q h — ſhop ” ” > the act - = 42," , JOSE b : = 
= ” : STENT \ > _— = - " - + - A < og = A _ : ; - = 
Ben "ths Wy ., Wo "YA Ns - Is - aa. \ i I yp FR ny SRC . CE, - > - ho. + »e on — ke 
l 6 - mn” "ih "la 43> -—— : - b ; G 
p & 7" 3 - . 


On —  —  —— — — — 


FS _ "Ver 

a. & ates: > < 
- _ — 
T _ 


gl I 
ns ad. 4 


— 

4 _ 

KS 
”. 


ISO, 4 


» et HE = Emer nr oo onmtETrTIAC ceTS. 


-—-— = © 4 
ans L 


6 hey + — 
. ws *1 — 
bo 4 


- bs nj 4 
_ \ - 
p ' 


TEES 


G - & & 22 
” A 4 =. 4 LIE, OS 6 : a 
G wo a < : p ” 
—_ » < a 
+ $a my _ k - 4 _* - ES FED 
- I = 
- 
s PE n . 
E 4 
- 


nn + 2 6-7 : S—_ . 
- od "1Y S 
ry _—— <3" 47s E454 : . 2 - - - 4 X 4 2 _ ——_ 
- L t. —_ 'S- _— hn - "wx p74. 6-5 I y 1 "ER ho - - A—— + _— 
, —_ = os h 5. — Sar a — : p _y 2 Eo tho . ” c : 
4 2 my 0 , mp © 1 " « : : SS - —_ oi , - . 
Me —— en INT , tet RICA... hom £ ade any. wtf." + oc = _ IM 5 ey : = AT - 4 _ . Y _ as "> _ anew ogy .- -_— v—— ns og en goons 
muy re Ee 6 Yr Ap ES I mote” 2 Ih ner ge on Ro yn Pr IN rg #57. : Q do Sa # "48 26; WI ML. En” DIE <2 Ip pM gt, IE TT —ISe_ TI 423: Is en ea 2 
we. * 4 LY. vw Ge os : = 2400s - G > : þ Lot a, ts Won ws na. : a ” - a o "_ yu 99 4 = = < S - _ _ . - —_ ; - 

=1 mn , AC pow Dopniiggp in IG ee ep in WES SS page #T2.3 | Ears 4 _— —_— f ——_ 

"" $4 _ Ra: " , 4 - . . n _ = - "_ <<. _—_ nh ”——_—— 5 —— _ x . " m — — ” 

y - ah | yes nar gt > ——_—_ Pty —_ my _s—->—_ - —— wr w 

- - # WA nar * _ 
4 — Os a OS ne” 2 £ " gy &- ” ” = " - - ” Go, 
» pp 4k ” . + » - = > s eo hs 4 3 , EY y PaC b . — 
: - . ow I © wy b, - 
. - . . WE. A. =—_ _ 
5 S3- __ W-. I « K Sn  LSIEZRSE We ons 
o S th Þ - F 
[WE "IE : Y 2. " 
þ . _ -d : 
—_ OS " E 5 + th. 0 OE | 24 od 
w 4 bk f - _ 
" ” _ " 4 FE » 77 — a6-2ol " 


7 be beſt Bargaine. 


not hol 1 faſt the Truth, Where ſhall I lay the fault of thismiſcarriage? Me thinks I could ry 
aske the Diſciples queſtion, Nazquidego Dewine,ISirwe Lord Are there of usthat preach A 
our ſ{clves Ts | not Chriſt ? Are there that preach Chriſt,and live himnot ?Woe tothe 
worldbecauſe of offences. It muſt need; be that offences thould come, but woe tothe 
man by whom the offence cemmeth : God forbid thar wee ſhould be ſo bad thatthe 
ſeven hils ſhould not juſtifie nz;Bur what ever we be,theTruth is ſUll,and everirſelfe, 
neither the better for our inrocence, nor worſe for our gui:t. If men be faulry, whar 
hath Truch offended ? Except the ſacred word of th= Ever-livingGod can miſ-guide 
you, we hav- ſer you right. We are but duſt and Aſhes, yer,O God,give usthine hum- 
ble vaſſals leave inan awfull confidence fo far to conteſt withthee,the Lord of heayen 
land car:h,as to ſay,ifwe be deceived thou haſt deceive ns. It 15 thou thar haſt ſpokenby us 
to thy people; Let God be truc,and every man a Lyer ; Whircher ſhonld we goe from 
ch-c?Thou haſt the words of eternall life. Deare Chriſtians, our fore-fathcrstran{mit- 
red roustheintire inhericance cf rhe glorious Goſpell of Jeſus Chrilt, repurchaſed by 
the blood of theic martyrdome ; Oh let not our il] husbandry imparre 1t. Ler not po- 
(ſtzriry once ſay, they might have beenc happy, bur for the nnrhrifrineſſe of us their 
progenitors x Let itnor bee ſaid,rhar the coldnef of us the Teachers, and profeſſors 
of Truth, hath dealt with Religion as Rehoboham did with his ſhields, which he found 
of Gold, but Icft of Brafſe. If Truth had no friends, wee fhould plead for it ; but now | 
chat wee have before onr eyes ſo powerfull an T mew; of Chriſtian faith, rhat with 
his very pen harh ſo laid errorupon the back, thatall the world canrort raiſe it; what | 
a ſhame were it to bee wanting to him, to Truth, toour ſelves ? But perhaps nowT | 
know ſome of your choughts; you would buy Truth (yce thinke) you would hold it, | 
ifye could be ſure to know it;T here are many flips amongſt the true coyne;Eitherof 
che motherspleaded rhe living cl1ld co bee hers, with cquall prorcftations, oaths, | 
reares. True, yet a Salowons ſword can divide Truth from falſhood : and there jsateſt, 
and fire tha: can difcerne true metals from adulterate ; In ſpight of all counterfeiting 
there are certaine 1nfailible marks.to know Truth from Error . Take but a few of ma- 
ny ; whether in the originals, in thenatures, inthe ends of both. In the firſt, Trath 
1s divine, Error 13 humane ; what1s grounded uponthe divine word nuſt needs bee 
Tictragably true; rhar which upon humane Traditions, cithcr muſt, or may be erro- 
neous. In rhe ſecond, Truth is one conforme ever to it ſelfe, <an3iz Cwmantire, aSONe 
aid ; 019712 we 1198 0161 Vero conſort, il Truth accords with every Truth, as Gerſon;and 
| as iLs pure, fc, peaceable ; Error i: full of diſſonance, of crueltie : No particulars of 
| Ours diſſent from the written verity of God ; We reach no man to cquivocate ; Our 
| practice isnot bloody wich treafons and maſſacres. In the third, Truth,as it came from 
God, fo 1s referd to him ; neither hath any other end than the glory of the God of D 
Truch,Error hath ever ſome ſelfe-reſpetts;eirher aiy-oup"ar,07 wodbbiny, filthy lucre, of 
vaine-glory ; profit, or pride; We doc not prank up narure; weaime not,cicherro fill 
| the cofers,or feed the ambirion of men; Let your Wiſdoms apply and infer,andnow 
(it ye can )ſhur your eyes, that yon ſhon]d not ſee the Truth ;, and if yee care not for 
your foules,when ye fee ir,{c!] it: Let no falſe rongue per ſwode you there isno danger 
in this fale : How charitably ſoever we think of poore blinded foules, thar live in rhe! 
forced,and invincible darknefle of error,certainly Apoſtaſy is deadly;How ever thoſe 


ipecdmhat arerovbedofTrath, you cannot ſell Truth,and be faved. Have mercy ther- 


forc on your owne ſoules, for their ſakes, for the ſake of him that bought them, with 
the deare rairſom:® of his preciou< blood « And asCod hath blefied you with the inva- 
Juable rrcafure of Trach,h- ard icup in your hearts,and m-nage it in your lives:Oh 
lotrme b* Gers #74 cntodien:eritatem.Fſa.26.A juſt nation keeping faſt the Truth;So, E 
whilcs ye keeptheFruth,theTruth ihall keep you,horh in life. in Death, in Judgment; 
Inlifeuntodeath,i »dearh and judamentuntothe conſir:marion of thar endleſſe & In- 
comprehen"bleglory,whichthe God of Truth hath prepared for them that overcome. 
To rhe happy poſſeſſion whereof he rhat hath ordained, in his o00d time as Mer- 
citully bring us; and that forthe ſake of the Son of his Love, Teſus Chriſt the Righ-| 
rc005; To whom with thee, O Father, and thy bleſſed Spirit, one infiniteGod, bee! 
g1ven a1 praiſe, honour, and glory, now and for ever. Amp. 
| FINIS. 
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HONOVRABLE 
MY SINGVLAR GOOD 
Lady, the Lady Eu1iza ser n, 


Countetie of Exceter. 


5 4 


\fobr Honourable 5 this poore Sermon both 
preached and penned at your motion ( that | 
1 to me Jour command ) now preſents it ſelfec 
to your hand, and craveth a place ( though| 
unworthy Yin yoar Cabinet,yea, in your beart. | 
T bat holy Feale which defired it, will alſo| 

= improve it. ſhe God, whom your Ladyſhip 

bath thus honoured in the care and coft of hs Houſe, willuot faile 
to honour you 18 Yours. Go, | 

For me, Jotir Honour may juſtly challenge mee on both ſides ;| 

both by the Druryes, in the right of the firſs Patronage ; and, 

by the Cecils; in the right of m3 ſucceeding Aevotions. 1n ei-| 
ther, and both, that little have, or am, 1 ſincerely at your La-| 
aiſhips ſervice, as whom you have merited to be 
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Your Honours in all true 
obſervance and duty, 
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PREAC HED A' 


THEREEDIFIED CHAPEL 
OF THE RIGHT HONOVRA- 
ble Earle of F xceter; #i his Houſe 

of Saint [obns; 

Haccail 2. 9: 


The glory of the latter honſe fhall be greater than of the former, ſaith uh? Lord of Hoſts ; and 
- this placewill T give peace, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. | 
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LLIAL AS we have Houſesof our owne,ſo God hath his: z yea, asgreat] ſ 
LD of __ men have more houſes thanone, ſohath the great God of| | 
| wy Heaven much more ; more, both 3 In faccelber (as here, the | 

| latter houſe, and the firſt)and 1n variety : He hath an houſe 

| of fleſh, (Te are the Temples of the tiving God ;,) An houſe of| 

| ſtone ; 3{ Salomon ſhall build me an houſe ;) An houle immas | 

| teriall in the Heavens, 2.Cor. 5.1 Wherefore then hath God} 


| XXL | doth nothcee himſelfe tell David, and ſo doth Stephen the 
Proromarty arch whole day wearefallen)tell the Jew=s,that He dwels not in Temples 
made with hands? True, he dwels not in his Houſe, as we in ours, by way of compre- | 
henſion; hedwels in 1t by teſtification of preſenee. Sodoe we dwell in our houſes, that 
our houſes containe us,thatweare only within them,and they without us. Sodoth he 
dwell in his. that yet he is elſewhere, yea every where, that his houſe is within him. 
Shortly, God dwells where he witneſſes his graciqus preſence, that, becauſe he doth 
both in the Empyreall heaven, amongſt his Angelsand Saints, andin his Church up- 
on earth ; therefore his dwelliny,isboth in the higheſt heaven 1n perfe&t glory; and 
on Earth, in the hearts and aſſembly of his children. As of the former, our Saviour 
laich, Iz Jomo patris mei, Inmy fatlers houſe are mary Mazſtors : Soalſo may we ſay of the | 
latter, There is much variety and choyce init; There was the Church of the Jewes, 
the Church of the Genriles ; There is a materiall, anda fpirithall houſe. In rheone, 
Salomons, Zorobabels, fach piles asthis : Inthe other : ſomnch mulrjplicitie; as there 
are Nations, yea, Congregationsthat profeſle the Name of Chriſt. Oneof theſe was 
a figure ofthe other ; the Materiall, under the Law, of the Spirituall, nnder the Goſ- 
pell. Ye ſeenow the firſt houſe, and thelarter, the ſubject of otr Texr and diſcourſe: 
The latter, commended ro us,comparatively,poli tively. Comparatively with the for- 
mer,Meajor gloria. Poliively.in it ſelfe, I» this place will Tgive peace. Both,ſet our by the | 


tile of rhe promiler, and aVOwer 3 ſaiththe Lord of Hoſts. All which challenge your 
Chriſtian attention, | 


| Ee HOY 


——_ 


{ 


ao he, 


| 484. | "A Sermon at the Earle of 


Asthe firſt houſe(which was materiall)was a figure of che {ccon d,which istpiria IF] 
all: ſothe glory of that material), was a figure of the giory of this ſpirituali. Nowhe. : | 
cauſe all the life and glory ofthe ſpiricuall, ſtands in Chrilt rhe Meſſas, the Prophe, || 

looks throughthe type ofthe mareriall, athim which ſhall beaurthe, yea glorige,the 
fpixituall, ofwhoſe c#hibirion rhe Propher ſpeakes, Adbnc madicum, yet alittlew\zt..| 
48d 1 will ſocke the Heavens. This Modicum was but fore 500. and odde yeeres; mnt! 
tomen, but a #o4;cuw to the Ancient ofdayes, with whom 1020 yeeresarebut on; | 
day. It isin andby him, that this latter houſe under the Goſpell,thall in glory ſirp;; | 
that firſt under the law. The Prophets had ſpoken gioriout]y of the tempte th; | 


— 


ſhould be;and now. leſt when the people ſhould ſee the homely and corrage-likereegj.! 


- 


a 


 Gcation of Zefwbbabel, they ſhould be diſ-heartned an doffendcd, the Propher deſires | | 
ro draw their eyes fromthe ſtone and timber, to the ſpiritual] infide ofthe Evangeji.! | 
| call Church, ſhewing the glory of this latter Houle, tro excced the former. A 
Some grofſe interpreters have lookt with Jewiſh eyes upon the outward fabricke, | | 
which was threefold : $alomons, Zorobabels, Herods. Salomons, furnptuous and magnig-) | 
cent : Zorobabels, meane and homely ; Herods.rich and majeſticall, i7zzz045:0 ſem;in.' 
zncredibili ſplendore, as one ſayes.$4lomons was before defaced. Now becauſe Zorobate; | 
was ſo farr from making his Word good, that the people wept, when they ſaw the, 
difference(which Calvjz well obſerves, wasnot without a ſpeciall providence ofthe | | 
alwiſe God ; elſe the Jewes would ſo have fixed theit eyes upon the outward fplen- | 
| dor, that they would never have Jooked for the ſpiriruall and inward Grace of the | 
Houſe of God : )therefore they have taken it of Herods temple the walls and lining 
whereof were indeed anſwerable tothis Prophefie, more glorious. But this conceit, 
as it 15 toocarnall,ſo1s quite difſonant from rhe context, both in regard of the prece- 
| dents, and ſubſequents. Ofthe precedents : For, how did the defire of all nations |© 
come to that Pile of Herods 2 Ofthe ſubſequents : For, what peace was under the 
Herodian Temple? Firſt, the builder of it, was the chiefe oppreffor ofthe Jewiſhli- 
| berty : and then, ſecondly, it gave occaſion to the perpetuall miſerie of rhar people. 
Pilate would expilate the Treaſures of it for age duF#, which denied, coſt the Jewes 
much bloud. Under C/audivs, twenty thouſand ſlaine in a Feaſt of unleayenedbread. 
 Tonathas the Prieſt ſlaine by theeves ſuborned by Felix,in the very Temple; andeyer 
after, it was the harbour and ſpoile of Villaines. What hills-of Carcaffes 2 What 
{ ſtreamesof bloud was in'tat the laſt vaſtation ? Enough to amaze any Reader : ſoas 
| in that 79. yeares wherein it ſtood (longer it did nor, )it was no better than a ſtage 
| of Tragedies,a ſhamblesof cruelty. Of bh therefore God could not ſay, Daboparem: 
|1t was Terplum adulierieum,as one cals it juſtly, and had neither command nor ord 
miſe: It wasthe Spirituall Temple, the Evangelical Church, whoſe glory ſhall be |- 
greater thanthe Jewiſh, which ſhall bebleſſed with the deſire of the Nations, with 
|. the alurance of Peace. But why then dorh the Holy Ghoſt ſpeake of Gold and S1l- 
ver, the coſtly materials of an outward ſtru&ure ? Even theſe very metals are figu- 
rative, not thar God cares ſo much for them, but becauſe wee doe ; becauſe our cies 
uſe ro be dazled with this beſt parcell of Earth ; Therefore when he would deſcribe 
a glotious Church, hee borrowes thereſemblance of Gold, Silver, precious ſtones, 
E ſay 60. andeven by theſe doth he ſet forth his new and Heavenly Jerufalem, Reze- 
| 14.21.Whetein then is the gloryofGods Evangelicall Houſe greater;than of rhe Le- 
gall? Yea, wherein 1s it not greater? Whether yee look to the efficient, the matter, 
te duration, the extent, rhe ſervice. The efficient,that was built by man, though 
| refed by God :Inthis.God himſelfe is the Archite&;not onely givingthe model], 
but the frame. The matter, whether of ſtructure, or ornament. The ſtrucure of the |E 
one wasof {tone and wood : of the other is of living ſtones. The ornament of the 
one wasGoid and Silver : of the other,divine Graces of Faith, Charity /Hope,Sandti- 
ty, Fruth,Piery, and ll other yertues;to which,Gold it ſee were but traſh. 

' The duration of the one (even that longſt-lived Temple of 8400p, though called 
( Beth yan. dons ſeculi)was but 4.30. yeares. Of the other, beyond time ro eterni- | | | 
tie, The extent ofthe one to be meaſured by a few poles, yea,(though ye take in the | | 
| Courts, andall)Nby a few Acres: Of the other,uniyerſall,ſo far as the King of Heaven | | 
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Exceters in S, Fobns, 


hathany Land. Theſervice in the one performed by a few men, morrall, ſinful, the 
bloud of beafts ſhed upon the Altar : Inthe other, performed by our eternal High- 
Prieſt, after that higher order of Melchiſedech ;, offering up his owne moſt precious 
bloud forourredemprion. In thar, Chrilt Jeſus was obſcurcly figured: In this, really 


- 


exhibited, borne, living, dying, riſing, aſcending, preached, beleeved, lived; Every! 
way therefore both in ctficient, mater, duration, evtent ,ſervice, Major glorig. © 

Let nonantell me now of that jult wonder of the world, the Jewith Temple; 
white Marble without, lined wich Gold within, Brazen pillars, Golden veſſels,cotly 


vatles, an High-Prieſthood ſer forth with precious Stones, rich Robes, Exqulite Per-' 
fumes, curious Mu{icke, and what-ever that ancient goodly inſtitution had rare and 


admirable Y | lay,the Clay ofthe Goſpell, is more worth than the marble of the Law: | 
{ Evangelicall Brafle, more worth than legall Gold-; the ragges of the Evangelicall 
| Prieſt-hood, more excellent than the robes of the Leviricall. In ſhort; the beſt of the 


Law 15 not comparabletothe baſeſt of the Goſpell. 

Tohn Baptiſt was the Iarnsof both Teſftaments ; he was to the Churches, as Noah was 
rothe Worlds; he ſawboth the firſt, and the larter. Ic isa great word that our Savi=: 
our faith of him ,thar amongſt thoſe which were borne, or rather (as ours read it bet= 


| ter)begotren of women, there did not a greaterthan he ariſe : bur it isagrearer word | 
| that he ſpeakesof rhe Children of the new Teſtament,thar the leaſt inthe Kingdome 


of Heayen.is greater than he. I ſtand not upon examining the compariſon, whether 
it be 7a1iore ſandt.tis, Or offe:i7 ; 1t makes clther way for my purpoſe, therefore was 
Tohnſo great, becauſe he was the Jaſt of the Law, and rhe firſt of the Gofpell: and the 
oldrule 1s minimum maximi majus et raximominimi: theretoreisthe leaſt in this Ring- 
dome of Grace greater than he, becauſe he1s 4}l, what 76» was halfe ; wholly under 
that Ev:ivgelium Regei, which 1sable toadvance him to a greater perfeCtion, than that 
Harbinger of Chriſt. VVhara favour thenis 1t(Righr Honourable and beloved) that: 


| God hath reſerved us to theſe better dayes of his Goſpell, wherein the helpes of 
falvarionare morecleere,obvious,cffectuall; wherein, asthe glory of the latter Hotiſe | 
exceededthe former; ſothe meanes of thar incombrehenſible glory of the houſe not | 
made with hands, eternall in the Heaycns, lie more open untous? What ſhoaldwe | 
doe, but Both x#/, and frm, gladly uſe, and ſweetly enjoy this unſpeakeable bleſſing, | 


which God hath kept in ſtore for us, and walke worthy of ſo incomparable a mercy. 
The old Jewes livedin the dawning of the day,wherein they had but a glimmering of 


that Sun, which would riſe. We liyeafcer rhe high noone of that happy day. If we 


 Yeſhallnow give me leave(Right Honourable )ro carry theſe words 1n a meet ana- 
logie to the preſent occaſion. The Temples under the Law, wereboth a fignre, and 


[apatrerneof the Churches under the Goſpell. Within this roofe under which we 
{now ſtand here, was borh the former, and the latrer houſe ; andeven in theſe walls 
doth God make his Word good, That the glory of this latter Houle ſhall be greater, | 
{than of the former. The firſt foundation of ic was, no doubt, both pious and rich. | 


} 


. 
- . Q PO NPI rn at — ht 


I ſhallnotneed to fetch the Pedegrees of it from Saint Tob# Baptiſt in Jeruſalem, nor 


{ro-diſcourſe of either the devotion, or wealth of that religiout]ly-milicary Order, 


forwhom theſe ſtones were firſt laid; Imagine the Altar neyer ſogay, thelmagery 


& 


never ſo curious, the Veſtments never ſo rich, - the Pillars, V Valls, VVindowes, 
Pavement, never fo exquiſite ; yet I dare boldly ſay, this preſent glory of this} 
Houſe in this-comely whitenefſe, and well-contriyed coarctation, is greater than| 
ttheformer. VVhatcare 1? Nay, VVhat doth God carefor rhe worke of a Lapidary,| 


or-Painter,: or: Maſon ? One zealous Prayer, one Orchodox Sermon, 1s a morc 


[glorious furniture, thanall the precious raricies of Mechanique <cxcellencies. I doc 
|moſt willingly (as what good heart doth not? honon? the verruons actions, and 


godly incentions ofour worthy forefathers, which (no donbt)it hah pleaſed God 


in mercie toacceptand crowne,but wihall it muſt bz yeelded, thatthey lived'under | 
thetyrannous injurie and nfurpation of thoſe Phariſes; who kepr the keyes of xnow- | 


ledge ar their owne girdles, and wonldneither draw for them; nor ſuffer them to 
draw for themſelves. Bleſſed be God for betrer conditions ; the Well of life [tes open 


KW h - 
F —_—— —__—— 


—_—_ "j IT _ __ "" 


| $ 1 
waike not anſwerable too great a light, whatcan we looke for, but utter darknefle? 


The leaſt of the 
greateſt 1s mere, 
than the greateſt 
of the lea(t. 
Goſocll of the 
 Kyngdome. 
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| 486 | A Sermon at the Earle of | 


ng [rous, neitherare we only allowed, but invited rothoſe heavenly liquors, Tnebtiamini - 
\ 0 Charifizz, Drinke, yea, drinke abundantly, O beloved, Canc..5.1. This happy!i- 
{bertie of the ſaving Goſpell of Jeſus Chriſt, dailyand ſincerely preached tous(Noble 
and beloved Chriſtians) is worthy ro be more worth unto us, than all there alures, 
ornaments, priv*pes, ofchis rranſirorie World; and his, fince through the neſt. 
mable goodneſſe of God, yce doe, and may findin this latrer Houſe ; well hath Cod | 
verified this word in your eyes and eares; The glory of the latter Howfe ſhall be greater thaz 
of the former. : : ; 

Hitherro the comparative praiſe of the latter Houle ; rhe poſitive followes in the 
promiſe of agracious effect ; 7 this place will Tgivepeace - wherein I knownor whether 
the blefſing doth more grace the place,or the place the blethng;both grace-each other, 
{ andboth blefſe Cods people ; Is thirplace will Tgive peace. If ye looke at the bleſſing it 
elfe, iris incomparable, Peace; that whereby the Hebrewes had wont to expreſſe all 
welfarein their falutations,and well-wiſhes;the Apoſtolicall benedi&tion dichotomi- 

| zes all good things into Grace and Peace ; wherein,at the narroweſt, by Grace.all ſpi- 
ricuall fayours were ſignified ;;remporall by Peace. The ſweer fingerof Itrael could 
not wiſh better toGods Church, than Peace be within herzwalls : and behold, rhisis ir 
3 wil gvepeace-| which God will give, Dabo pacewr: yea, our eyesſhould ſioop too low, if they ſhould 
|fixhere. The Gyeer Quiriſters of Heaven, when they ſung that divine Caroll, tothe 
| che Vi dy honourofthe firſt Chriſtmas, next ro Gloria inexcelſis Deo,faid, Interrispax: Yet higher 
|vens 3im earth, | the great Saviour ofthe World, when he would leave the moſt precious Legacieto 
| peace, 8 [js deare ones on earth, that they were capable of, he ſayes, Mypeace Tezve you. And 
| what he there gives, he herepromiſes, Dabopacem, Inill gizeit. Butwhere?Whence? 
| | 123his place. Not any where ; not eyery where 1; butinhisowne Houſe, inhislatter| | 
| Houſe, hisEvangelicall Houle ; as if chis bleſſing were confined to hisholy walls, he|C} 
| ith, 72 this place will Tgzve peace. This flower is not for every ſoile;it growes not wild, | 
but is only tobe found inthe Gardenof Sion. Iris very pregnant which the Pfalmiſt] | 
hath, Pſal. 128.5.and 134-3- TheLord that made Heavenand Earth, bleſſe thee ont of Sion.| | 
{ He doth not ſay, The Lordthat made the earth, blefſe thee our of heaven ; nor, The] | 
| 
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|Lord that made Heaven, blefſe thee our of heaven; but,Zleſſe thee ont of $30n. Axif hee! 
|would teach us, that all bleſſings come,as innmediately andprimarily fromhcaven, fo/ 
{mediatly and ſecondarily from Sion, where this Temple ſtaod. Some Philoſophers 
| have held the Moone to be the recepracle of allthe influencesof the heavenly bodies, 
Jandthe conveyances of them to thisinferiour world, ſoasallthe vertue ofthe upper] 
] Orbes and Starres, are derived by her, tothis elementarie Spheare. Such doth Ph | 
Dvid and Haggairepute the houſe of God ; whither, asto 1-ſephs Store-houſe, doth] | 
God convey the bleſſings of peace,that they may be thence rranſmitredrothe ſonsof|D 
|men. How and why then doth God giye peace in this hs Houſe ? Becauſe here(as| | 
Bernart well) Deus & audit, & auditur, God beares, and js heard here + audit orantes, 
 erndit audtrntes: he heareshis ſapphants, and teacheth his hearers. Asthisplace hath] 
| two uſes, itis both Or7atorivee, and Auditorium : oinrefpet of both, doth it blefſe Us; 
with peace :Ourmouth procuresirmthe one, our care inthe other; God workes in| | 
| our hearts by both. In the firſt, God ſayes, asur Saviour cites it, Downs mea Donn, ' 
 oratiozis : My Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of prajer» And whatbleſſing is it, eyenthe 
beſt ofPeace, thatour prngene cannot infeoffe us in? $4/ozop when he wouldrwon(e- 
crate the Church he had builr, ſolemnly ſaes.to God,tharhe would inveſt it withthis 
| privilege ofan univeriall-graciousaudience; and numbring the occaſions of diſtre(- 
{ed Suppiiants, makes it eyer the fcot of his requeſt ;{(Thez hearken to the projer that | 
ty ſervant ſhall make toward; this place ;, Heare thox in heaven, thy dwelliag place ; endwhen [5 
\ thopheareſt, have mercy.) IF ever therefore we would have peace .outward, inwatd,| | 
_ |pravate, ; oven ſecular,ſpirituall : Ifwewould haye peace in our eftate, peach n 
our Land, peace in our Church, peace inour ſoules, pray forit. Andifeverwewill| \ 
pray for ic, pray here,in Gods houſe, for inthis place will Tgjve peace. Tn vaine ſhall we i 
loke forirelſewhere, jf we aske it not here. It is true, weare bidden/every where tO 
liftup pure handstoGod ; bur they cannotbe pure, that areprofane;and they cannot 
| bee bur profane, rharcontemne the holy ordinances of Gods He ſaid well, 1s remp!a| 


hg 
— emerge memcomeggney me mon om ——— — Nee ene 


Fg # 

_—_ 1 9% s 
. a —_— C———_— 4-7 7 4 I —_ 
JAG _——— ——  — COT E: - 1=4h os 


mugen x 
nts 


—— — — 

a> x gat an 
FOR. ts 58 5 

—— 


NE OO In II 


CT VEE EE. Br Ae a ca TE 


_ 
. . EP a tx. wo 4 $32.22. A ECARD » 
NT —_— - * - the... . —__ £ 2 > 5 - + f - «<4 
—_ —_ : _ wo . . - - : hn . 
— we md _ —_ ——__R— —- 2 " - "0 EEG > 4 ya - 
-= _— bs he , ws. mg ST md "4 ——_ =—_ I eneion — _ - GD ITT - 2 nay? 71 ” — has IS OT Let 
. = >_< ——_— - — . 9 - - * ” ow 4% " PO ag » 264 k _—— J p - Y N 4 _ - i" 4 ; 7 g _—_— Ps, txt - Wie, A 7 6 ho as pu . 
_— _—_— mn © WW | CL , i ee; 5 30 R Gs $5, GORE AS PIECES. 4 « #. 4 TSS Pens > ce ES Net _ A wt: © - ky A $4 2 , + ticks at 20 
i » i ws =o A on own thromury, on 2k 2? £,-off K 6 - £3 gre X .. > p 4% - "Wt. CES of vegm, Ts - WW * 8 te FS > - 
5 - , . _ " anon ow = mi 4-3 £0 bans PIES _ 
- 7 _ n ” - > 
- _ -- -- w _- w—_- ” ” —_ 4 " 2 
Y : : — we ——_ Vn Eau "4 TY - 9, en 
_ « w R « 
—_— 


>| 


| 


| this want. This is one of thoſe 


vis orare, in teors ;, for(Knor you not, that yonr bolies are the Texplesuf thelivine FIFTY 
but let meastruly rerurne 1t ; I-te23r.07are, imtemplo ora? Wouldeft thou-pray wirh 
effeftar home ? Pray at Church ; elſe thy devorionisburthe.facrifice of footes : for 
he hath ſaid it, who hath good reaſon to appoint the circumftances of his owne bene- 


God where he may be found ; and therefore iris juſt with God notto be found of 


{ro peace butby reconciliation ; there is no way to reconciliation, bur by theGoſpell | 
of Jeſas Chriſt, which is E2azeeliumpacis ; there isno properelemenr/forthe Goſpell 


| 


|corruption ? ſichis a wicked manspeace. Have you leene a flave fitquicrly inthe] 


| Neither is the want of this peace lefle perceived, thanthe miſery of chis wanr. Menl 


Excerers in S$. Fobns. 


Dh 


tftence, 1s this place will Teivepeace. | 
Will ye then ſcethe reaſon why there ts ſo-much-empty Cacke in the Celler of Cod? 
Therefore are men voidof grace, becauſe they are void of :devotion. They feek:nor | 


chem, where they prerend ro ſecke him : for T2 hoc loco, T7 1his place will Tgizepeace. 

Gerſox diſtinguiſhes well in his Sermon de Azzelzs, rhar there is Puplex Celum, A 
double Heaven; Gt:rie,&- Eccleſie.of Glory above,of rhe Church below ; the Church 
;5the Heaven on carth;where God is ſcene, heard, ſpoken unto : where are his Saints 
(whoſe afſembliesare here ; )where arc his Angels : (Let iLemoman have power on her 
head, be-auſeafthe Angels, 1 Cor. 11.) As the Jewes then, whileſt rhe Church of God 
was Nationall, were wonr ( according to.command) to lc oke towards the Temple,if 
they could nor come to ir, in their devorions: Sonow that rhe Chuarch js Carholike, 
or univerſall, and every of our Churchcs 15 equally Gods houſe, (veuar,) we ſhall 
gladly with Peterand 79, goe up to this Temple ro pray ; How can we looke fora 
better incouragement, than God gives us here, 1»t/is p/are will Trive Peace. 

In the latter, as it 1s 4#4;torinz, ſo, I create tae truir of the lips to bepeace (faith 
God.)Naturally we are all(even rhoſe tharapplanud chemiſelves in the belt opuyjonof 
cheir harmeleſſe and faire diſpolition)enemics ro God ; Enomics both attively and 
paſſively. AGively, 2:63, God-barers, Rom.1. Paſlively, #23; ire, Theſons of di{- 


| 


pleafare. We fell our in Adam through our owne wiltull apoſtafic and diſobedience ; | 


andweltili ſtand our in the maintenance of our mward corruption. There is no way | 


of God, but the Houſe of God ; Locns ifte, Intkis place will Tgive peace. Tris nor( 1 
know ) forevery heart toapprehend, eicher the want ofthispeace, or themiſery of! 
happinefles which is mo{tbragg'd of, where it is leaſt / 
had. The ſenſaall Sccuritan pleaſes himſelf intheconceit of his owne peace. All is well 
at home; he quarrels not with himſelfe, for hedenieshimſelte nothing: God quarrels; 


1 


% 


The Gefpell of 


Peaces 


| 


Judge ; nothing but Pulchritudo Pacis (as the Propher [| dealles. ) Alas, my beloved, | 


call nor this peace, callic ſtupidicte ; even Hell icfelfe is tor a Kingdome dividedin ' 
it ſelfe. There is noblefling, which 1snotalſo countertenced, Pacer veram {ibo, is the 

ſtile of the Prophets, Ier. 14.13. This were aneedleſſe Epirher, ifrhere were nota} 
falſe peace ; ſuch is rhis of carnall hearts. Thar Word of erernall Truch muſt ſtand *| 
There is nopeace, ſatih my Gol, totkewicled. Have you ſeene afare ſuddenly 614 up with| 
unſound fleſh, and fairely skinned over, withour all offence to the eye, which ere} 
long will breake out againe, and bewray aſecrer, and ſo much-more-hardly-cored 


not with him, here are no checksof a "_ conſcience ; no frownesof an angry 
e 


Gally, nor ſtrugling with hischaine, not r2piningar his Oare (zeceſ63t 45 fortrter, cor fu] 
etedo facile?) Have you heard a dying man profeſſe,thathe ter no paine 2 Such 1s af 
wicked mans peace, of which hee ſhall once ſap, though now all ſceme ſmooth, anc 

plaulible; In pace amariiudo meg anteriſſims + Ta pea:e Tal great bitterieſe Elay 38.17. 


The beautj of 

peace | 
Imil cut trye | 
$*aces | 


Neceſſity bath | 
taught him to || 
beare it lirongly, 


cuſtome eaſily. || 


ſee no difference in the face of Heaven, whatſoever they doe; their blaſphemiesan 

prayers find the ſame enrerrcainment:theretore rhe carekefle man reſolyes, ſhall haye 
peace,though I fallow the wayes of mince owne heart. Oh the milerable ſotriſhneſſe 
of wiltull ſinners !Sinne lyes(like a ſleeping Bandog)art rhe doore of their heart ;| 


they looke upon him.asif hee would never wake ; or, as it though he ſhould. yer he} 
wereſo clogged, and chained, and muzled, tharthere can be no danger of hishurr. 
Let:God but rowze himup alirrle, he ſhali bay themro defpaire ; he {hall flic upon \ 
them, and: pull our their throats: Then fhall their rroubled heart project terrible | 


| 
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things, and they ſhall feele whar it is ro live inthe anger of aGod. They {hall feethe | 


.* 
1 


i .. i CO CEE i. ttc. _Y _— 


CY — Em — —_—s — CO” _ 
_ —_ —_—_— id 


DET ”Y 


Almighty 


vat 
« A 


EE an - he He no. f : 
44 ith a et tbe got tn grit 4 75 
6 6-> & 6 + = = Fa 
wa 23 


Aa 
— = ry "4 

a— Jy IR” 7 -- = Dm ed 

© 09 ee, -»< ” >: 4 i 
203; fn . * 


Re ng _ TUO , pada. 
Lo Ca, - J Tara $5 RIG 
4 Ag" ' : EY iS 


Pael . hang - PR 
Y = »— WW 
_— nr <4 - hd 
CY S y A % oy < « to 5.5 WP. - - Et. a : _ 
_— r . _ - —__ 8 : bo a 
» S329 P bg Sn oh = DL, IR. ma > — = Pn” bc «a 3 op 4 , Me 
- x ew SEA v JW -* p PEE as — <> PR - 0 > et 6 At ISO OE © - 
c —__ _ » - —_ P Ty - ” o pR, pu 
p I TS my - Le £4 ne a AER 2 
. Eo = 2S.-. PIPES rx O22. 4-f - 4 
- $I _ - —— pe —_—— _ < -_- m—_— 

ha alc S- — nw Cc. 4 Pak s a8. _ 2097-7 fo *" : .. : F, 

nh ies oe. = heat a mr. 2x65 Ave - < /- 424 "I -  __ OY 5 

- - —— —— ” _ _ - * » -" = - ® 
o & £5 — too "—— - - = o * _ bs n. p_ 2 2 - ® p 

0 =— 5 
”"_ y ”+ EaGt > ” _ X 
* " Ing - — - - _ 
"ag 
« * ala _ 


— 


2 
ha r— 
4" I 25, 


oy — ” 
S » try 


_ — , _ " 
ms THO LF... - 
L 
= ma 20 _ 


—_,— * 3 a - — 
Ho 


= C. A 

tr an. ond auto A foes one ee oa af Ge on irate 

- = 5 SRC.» q5” TRAC. 
. 


_ -—_—_ " "ES . n_ =_ = 

worung won —w—_—_—_ 4 er ming 9; "s 
A - 

44 ow £ _ 

A « «+. I. 


Fa _— ge > ths. Py 
. i os 
. _ _ _ 
ogra 1 aw pen Bs om _— _ 
” - ® "- 
- 


@ $+ - « 
_ - 
a 1 = ,, 
- s 
f rs $9 
Sn _ 
"_ a. - 
—_— "4 = y* _s _— - _— 
ho Very . SG . 
hd ot ae - 4 S 
C ns c = 
w——— 22 - 
_ 4 
CS " A = 
£ ” pg 
— - FY - Ls - > 
* perform on. - 
ws mes 


FP + 1 . 
7 a0 ” tans. 6 ” «a 
£ ER I 
4 +4 
k, LK” Ie 
- > > 5 


; TE 
. iT &* 41 . 
% L : 


” - 4 : m 
——— ea no ng 
9” + 4% I, pw 


— — 
$45 _—_— 


—_ 
abi - 
> 4 oy ED IL IE WS. OL = g 4 = - 
- Ts . = IP i £3 - 
-  _— bd. _ 
Cu of tne ft a a 29” : 
CO = — * » - 4 
© _ 
Us AY Ns. - pig I "F. 
> 6 j 4  OES. Wy ——_ 4 
: _—_— > oh 3 OE 
4 "0" by _ 
v—_ Mae "wy mt = _ —_— — » wars» ws. 
_—_— ,.- —_— k A 
<a 0 
Rey 1 w 
. —x Ez by 


_ Ma 


- " 
T 7 » P 


pn 


| 488 | Hp A Sermon at the Earle of EG 


Mm. & 


—_ —— . c_—_—_— 
CE rn —_ m— 
—_— 


Almighty putting himſelfe1ntothe fearefull formes of vengeance; Who can ſtang A | 
| | before his indignation? And whocan abide 1n the tiercenefle of his anger? His fary | 
ispowred our like fire; and rhe rocks arc throwne downe before him, Nahum 1. ;\ | 
| Andif his very loveharedrawne bloud of his deare ones: (Terrores Domini militgy 
{contra me, faith holy 7b: The rerrours of the Lord arefer in aray againſt me, Iob 6 | 
4: )and he thatbore the chaſtiſementsof our peace, the Sonne of his love, couldſa 
| (My God, ty Got, mh; haſt thou forſaken me £) Oh whar tſbali be the judgemcnrs of hjx 
{ wrath ? If this be the rodof children,Oh,what ihall be the Scorpions for his enemicy 
1They ſhall ſee that gulfe of hre ready to receive them 1nto everlaſting burnings, 
They ſhall ſce rhe Devils cheir inceſſant troxmentors ready ro ſeize upon their guilty 
| foules. Then, O rhen, thall they know, too late, whatan happineſie it is, that God 
| here promiſes, Dabo pacem. Would we then avoyd the unſpeakable horrour of this 
{wofullcondition ? Wouid we find the bed of our f1cknetie and dearh, comforted with 
i the ſweet teſtimony of an heafenly peace berwixt Cod and ourfſoules ? See whence 
! we mult fetch it ; I# ibis placewill Tgivepeace. It ever we have ir, wemult have it from 
the blefſed ordinances of Cod, his word and Sacr:ments, which this place can afford 
| us. In vainc ſhall yee ſecke for this (deare Chriſtians) ina licentious Taverne, ing 
| rich Counting-houſe, in Chambers of dalliance, in fui] Tables, in Pompous Courts; 
|no, not in thrones of carthly Majeſty. Alas, many of thefe are the make-bares þe- 
| twixt Heaven and us, moſt of them can marre, none of them can make our peace, It 
is onely the deſpiſed Viiniſtery of the Goſpell;the Word of reconciliation,(as it js 
called, 2 Cor.5.19.)which ſounds in Gods Houle, that can doe it. As yee love your 
| ſoules therefor, as yon would finde peaceat the laſt, and would looke with acomfor- 
# table aſſurance in the faceof death and judgement; as yee would ſee a gracious Mer- 
| C y-ſeat inthe dreadfall Tribunall of Gad atthe day ofour laſt appearance, frequent|C 
| the Houſe of God: attend reverently and concionably upon the ſacred Inſtitutions 
of God, yeeld your ſelves over tobe wrought upon by the powerfull Goſpell of Jeſus 
| Chriſt. Oh be not you wanting unto God; he will not be wanting unto you, but 
will make good this promiſe of his unfailable grace, 1» this plicewill T give peace. 
i Ttisagreat word thag.1s heere ſpoken, Dabopater:; and therefore 1t 151::dertaken 
jby an omnipotent Agent, I will gzvepeace. Ifall the Angels of Heaven ſhould have| | 
{aid {o,we ſhou'd ſoone have replied, as Koraband his company did to Mo/es and Aro; 
Yee tooke to-much upon you, Numbers 1 6.3. This worke isnot for any finite power; 
| ithe ſtile of peace, 1sthe peace of God ; the ſtile of God, the Mcdiator berwixt God 
| | and man, 15, The Prince of peace. He 1s the true Salomon, theother wat but typicall. Itis 
| he only, that when the Diſciples were toſſed with contrary windsand threatning bil- 
{ lowes, could command the winds and waves to a calme. Itisheeonely, that when|9 
{ is. Churchis toſſed with the windsand waves of raging and impetnous enmirie, can 
| give outward peace. It is he onely, that when the diſtreſſed ſoule 1s rofied with 
l i the winds and waves of ſtrong temptation, of weake diffidence, can give inward 
| _ {| peace. Juſtly therefore doth he challeng this a& as hisowne, 7 will give peace. Weule 
| | tofay, It isbeſttreating of peace with a:ſvord in our hand. Thoſe who havethe ad- 
| | { vantage of the warre,may commandpeace : underlings muſt ſtoop to ſach conditt- 
. Jons, as the victor will yecld. To ſhew us therefore how calily he can give Peace, 
God ſtiles himſelfe the God of Hoſts; a title wherein he takes no ſmall delight,re- 
| _ » | ferringnottothebeing of the creature, but rotheir marſhalling;not rotheir naturall 
| eſtate, but their, militarie ;nejther- wouldGod be lookt at 1-ir; as a Creator, but 
1 25a Qenerall. In but tyzo of the Prophets, Eſay aid Teremie, nolefle than an hundred 
{-2nd teirtie- times hath hee this ſtile given him. Every thing, asit hath an exiſtence E 
y | from the Maker, ſo anoxder fromthe Governour; and that ordex.is no other than 
{warlike, wherein it doth (#itare Deo) ſerve under the colours of the Almighty. 
1 Allcreaturgs are 'both muſtred, and traincd, and placed in Garriſon, ard brought 
{forth into rhe field, inthe ſerviceof heir Creatorzthey arc all exe:citus prgnatorm 
:jItyeeclooke into Heaven, there is a company of heavenly Souldiers, Lute 2. Neither 
| \Wasthere onely the conſtrtion of Idoliters. uriverſa wilitia cali, tO which they 
{2pm incenſe.;bur of Moſes himſclfe; Thus the Heaven and Earth were fiviſped, and 1 
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the Hoſt of thers, Gen.2. 1. If yee iooke to the Earch, not men onely, whom reaſon hath 
fifted for tuch deſignes, but even the brute, yea, the baſeſt andindocibleſtofthebrute 
creatures are ranged into arrayes,: even the yery Locuſts, though rhey have. no 
Leader, yet Egredinntur perturmas, They goe foorth by bants, Prov. 30, 27. Andif 
ye looke into Egypt (where for the time was Sedes bellz, ) you ſhall fnde a band of 
Frogs, that were appointed to march into the yery bed chamber, the hed, the ovens, 
che diſhes of Pharaoh ; you ſhall find an hoſt of Lice, of Fhes, of Caterpillers,ſent a- 
eainſt thoſe Egyptian Tyrants. Elſc-where,ye ſhall find tronpes of Palmer wormes, 
( of Locuſts,of Cankerwormes,of Caterpillers, to ſer upon [irael, loel 1.4. Shorcly, 

where he meanestopreſerve, the fiery Charers and Horſemenof Heayen ſhall com- 
paſſe Dothan. Where he meanes ta deſttoy, the maſt defpicable of his creatures 
ſhall be armed, to the ruine of che proudeft; Doth Go/zab ſtalke forth to the defiance 
| ofthe God of Iſrael? Apibble our of the brook ſhall ſtrew hin! on the ground. Doth 
an Herod heare his flatterers gladly ſay, Nec vox homizem ſonat 2 Stay bur awhile, God 
ſers his vefmine upon him ; all rhe Kings guard cannor maſter rhoſe Lice. He hath: 
Hornets for the Hiyites and Canaamres. Exu4.2 3. Mice for the Philiſtims, 1 $am.6. 
Rats for the Covetous Prelate : A Flie for Pope Arian; A wortd of creatures for 
either defenſive or offenſive ſervices. tare fremnernnt gevtes 2 Why doe the Heathen 
rage, 4nd the people imagine a vaineihing £ The Kings of the Earth ſer themſelves, and the | 
Rulers take connjell together azatnft the Lord,and againſt his Anointed, Preſumptuousduſtand| 
aſhes, that dare riſe up againſt the God of Hofts ! If a filly Ant out of # Mole-hill } 
(honld march forth, and proffer to wreſtle a fall witha Gyant, there were ſome pro- 
portion in this challenge ; there 1s none of a finite power roan infinite. Shotild all the 
powers of Hellband themſelves with,thoſe or! earch, @»3s reſt;1zt > What powerhave] —_ 
they of being, of motion, bur from him whom they oppoſe ? How eaſily can he blow | whe hath reſize} 
upon their enterpriſes ? How eaſily can he command theſe tothe duſt, thoſe to their| #*** 
Chaines? Bee confounded therefore; O vaine men, whoſe breath isin your noſtrils 
(and that not your owne neither) when ye thinke of the power and Majeſty of the} 
God of Hoſts. nh | 
__ Andwhyare we di{qmaid with-t 
Gebal and Ammon, and Alec, the | (1 
alſo is joyned to the! moeſtuous ;chudren of, 3 as .)0 
| why feareſt_ thou? The Lord of loftss withugehe GogaFil | 
46. Come,al ye BandSofwicke ne, and combye do: * the Scepter of the King- ] 
dome(that istheGaſpdll) of ſes Chrilt. Hy Rarti ys” A/2aeeddon, He hath a feaſt 
for the fowles of theake;andrheheaſtof rhe field, whomHhe hath invited to the fleſh 
of Captaines,and rhefi&ſh of KinFs Kee?.1 9.84 Iwill not be afraid of ten rhouſands 
of people that have ſtrthemſelye#npainſt me, tgitnd about ;, Does ſuſcepit ; The 
Lord hath ſuſtained me, and he 1s the Lordof Hoſts. -; 

Yea, why are wee apalled; whenive ſcetheitieaſures of rhe ſonnes of Azak; the 

ſpirituall wickedneſſesin heavenipaplates? If wee logkeAat their nurtiber, they are 
Legions. If totheir ſtrength, they re Princingligies and Powets. If to their nature, 
they are ſpirits that rule in the aire. Wears gf; fleſh and bloud, ſingle, weake, fin- 
full. What ever we are ,our God isirtheavenZand doth whatſoever he will, he is the ! 
Lord of Hoſts, tho Cowards in outffelves;xerig him we are more than Conquerors," 
he who is more thanallpower, thm Ml Trurh, hath faid ir; The Gates of Hell ſhall" 
not prevaile againſt his Church. Thanks be to God , which giveth us victory, 
tarough our Lord Jefus Chritt. | | _— ms 

- Laſtly, he is the Lord of hos ; his undertakings are infallible : Hath he faid, that 
the glqry of the Evangelica!l Church ſhall exceed rhe Legall? Harh he ſaid, rhar, 7z 
this place hewill givepeace £ How can the Church faile of glory, or the ſoule of peace? | 
Hisword can be no more defe&tive, than himſclfe imporent. Truſt Cod with his 
; [ownecauſcs ; truſt him with thy ſe!fe; doe that hebids ; expe&t what he promiſes; | 

haunt this Houſe of his, waiton his ordinances. The Lord of Hoſts ſhall give thee 
{that peace, which paſſeth all underſtanding ; and with peace, glory, in that upper 
Houſe of 11i= not made with hands, eternall in the Heavens. 
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A Sermon at the Earle of, «ec. 


'Tothe =fon whereof that God,who hath ordained us, in hisgoodtime mer. '\ 
cifully bring us. ? : 

Kd ne O Lord Godof Hoſts, make good thy promiles to this Houſe ofthine. 
Whenfdever any Suppliant ſhall inthisplace offer up his praiersmnto thee, heare thoy 


n.thy dwelling place ; and when thou heareſt, havemercy. What Word 
woe” thine ſhall fund om of this place, ler 4» the ſavourof life unto life to every | 


| kearer. VVhat Sacrament loever ofthine in this place ſhall be adminiſtred, letir hee 


effetuall tothe ſalvation of every receiver. 
Thos that art the God of glory, and peace, groe peace and glory to thy Servants, for thy 


evercies ſake, forthy Sonnes ſake, even the Sore ofthy love, Ieſus Chriſt the 


juſt. Towlom with thee, and the holy Ghoſt, one infiwite 
God, be given al praiſe, honour and thanks- 
ever. 


—_ TO 
THE WORSHIPFVLL 
AND REVEREND, we. Dr, | 
Haur, DEANE OF WORCESTER; 


my worthy and much reſpected Friend; * 


all happinefſe, with wy love in : 
CuRisT JnsUs, 
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To =oo5o mlkverendSir ;thu Sermon, know, at the Preſſe before 
RE you expetbed : But I thought (as thu glorious Chapel! 
Wa occafionedit,ſo )it might miniſter occaſion of perpetuall | 
24? remembrance of the (,hapell, by remaining its firſt Mo- 
nument. And although both theſe were confined tothe 
private, the Chapell for the Family of my right Honou- 
rable Lord the Earle of Exceter, who hath given the 
materiall thereof ſufficient luſter : and the Copy of the 
Sermon to the Cabinet ef my truly Noble, and verttous Lady, bis Counteſſe ; yet 
both theſe are much and oft required to the publike, the Sermon to be an inſtru. 
tion, and ſoit is ; the Chapel| to bean example, and ſo it may be. The Sermcn 
toteach all, to be all glorious in their foules. The Chapell to teach /ome,ywbo build} 
houſes for their owne habitation, to ſet uþ another for Goas Feligion. The Ser-| 
91013 Was craved at the bands of my Honourable Ladie, that it might come to the | 
Preſſe, who, of her owne pious difpo tion, gave forth te C 0þy,and for ber Noble | 
eſtceme of your ſelfe, and of the worth of your Sernion, Was willing and defirou:| 
to give it wayto the Printer. And this I thought good to impart unto you, and to! 
the courteous Reader, that you may be ſatisfied of ihe meanes how, and the cau|c | 
why it comes in publike. And ſo praying for you, and defiring your prayers for: 
me, 1 remaine | 
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| Opus Juſtitize pax. | 
The worke of Tuftice (or righteoulneſſe) ſhall be peace. F-3 


1 


Y Texr(yon heare)1is of Juſtice and Peace, two royall pra- 


Al 
(0) 


double Juſtice, Divineand humane:there 1s a double peace, 
outward in the ſtate, inward in the ſonle : according! 


The ſpirituall concerningTheologicall Juſtice,and inward: 


ODDO DDOCOOoDte 


Jo, 


of his perfect juſtice robee our inward peace with God, 


HE 


©OO0O0O0DOCOCcCOoOuMOoOouoeeo 


the work of civill Juſtice in his adminiſtration, to bee our outward peace with one a- 
nother : In both, or either (as Myſcrlxe well) there is an alluſion in the Hebrew word 
to afield; the foile is the heartor the State,the ſeed 1s Juſtice, the fruit peace : That 
which was waſte ground is now a Carmell,a fruitfull feld;and the fruit ofthis field of 
Juſtice ispeace.As there is good reaſon, we will begin withthe ſpiricuall Tuſtice & Pegce. 
The great King of Heaven will disforeſt that peace of the world, which he calls his 
Church, and pur it to tillage , it ſhall be ſowne with righteouſneſfe, and ſhall yeeld a 
feet crop of peace : in thisonely, not 1n the barren heaths of the prophane world, 
ſhall true peace grow. : 
Ar firſt, God and man were good friends : How ſhould there bee other than good 
termes betwixt Heaven and Paradiſe? God made man juſt ; and juſt man (whiles hee 
was ſo)could nat chuſe bur loye the juſt God that made him ; {in ſet themat odds; in 
one a(t and inſtant did man leeſe borh his juſtice and peace ; now the world is chan- 


men, Filiiire, ſons of wrath, Epheſ.2.3-T here is no poſſible peace to be made berwixt 
God and man, but by the perfe& juſtice ofhim that was both God and man : I would 
there were a peace in the Church about this Juſtice ; Itis pitie and ſhame there isnot; 
E|bnethere muſt be hereſies: As there are twoparts of Divinity,the Law & theGcſpell; 
ſo each of theſe have their Juſtice; there isa Juſtice of the Law, andan Evangelicall 
Juſtice. The Juſtice of the Law when ameere morall man isjuſtified(out of his owne 
powers) by'the works ofthe Law ; very Papiſts will give ſo much way to 8.Paul, ſo 
much affront to Pelagivs, as to renounce this; freely anathemat1zing that man who by 
the ſtrength of humane nature, ar the dotrine ofthe Law, ſhall challenge juſtificati- 


ces; and ſuch as flow from ſoveraigne Mijeſty : There is a| 


there isa double ſenſe of my Text:a ſpiriruall,a civill ſenſe; | 


peace ; The civill concerning humane Juſtice and ontward | 
peace. The ſpirituall thus ;The Meſſias ſhall cauſe the fruir} 


and our ſelves. The civill thus ; The Magittrate ſhall cauſe 


ged ; now the ſtile of God is Fortis wor, God the avenger, er. 51. 56.and the ſtile of 


The ſonnes of 
wrath, 


| 


F 


Morall rightt- 


on ; Unleſſe perhaps ſome Azdradins have privilege to teach, that this Ethzca juſtitia, 


was enough to juſtifie and fave the old Philoſophers. 


kl 
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God the avenger. 
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T ke Evangelicall Juſtice is not without the intervention of a SaVIOur ; Towhich n 
claime is laid in two kinds, citheras imputative,oras inherent; Lhe inherent wrouphr 
in us; th&imputed wrought for us. How ealte Were 1ttO lead youthrough a thicker of 
diftin&ions intoa large field of controverſie,concerning the nature,meanes, manner 
o four Juſtification? No headin all Divinity yeeldseither more,or more imperrtanc 
Problemes /; In ſo much as Cardinall De morte, Vice-Prefident for the time of the 
Conncellof Trent, in an Oration made by him in the eleventh ſeſſior, profeſſes,tha 
whenrhey meant to diſpatch their Decree concerning Juſt fication in fiftcene daies, 
ir coſt them ſeven moneths to finiſh, withour one dayes intermiſſion; and when all 
[ is dofie,they have left the world, which was before(as Pighin; ingenuouſ]y)intricated 

by the thorny queſtions of Schoolemen, rather more unfarisfiedand perplexed than 
cheyfound it. It 1s the maine care of ourlives.and deaths,what {ball give us peace& ac- | 
ceptation before the dreadfull Tribunallof Coc:Whar.,but righteouſneſſe? Whatrigh- | p 

reouſneſfſe,or whoſe ? Ours,or Chrilts? Ours, in the inherent graces wrought in us,jn 
the holy works wronght by us; or Chriſts,in his moſt perfe&t obedience,and merito- | 
| 


 Thetrue Peacs-maker. 


rious ſatisfaction wrought for us,applied to us? The Tridentine faction is for the for- 
mer ; we are for the latter ; God is asdire& on our {ideas his word can make him; F- 
[very where blazoning the defects of our owne righreouſnefſe, the imperfections of 
our beſt Graces, the deadly nature of our leaſt fins ; the radicall finfulneſſe of our ha- | 
biruall concupiſcence, the pollution of our beſt works : Every where extolling the 
perfe& obedience of our Redeemer, rhe gratious application of that obedience, the 
| Fyect comfort of that application, the aſſurance and untailablenefſe of thar comfort : 
and laſtly, our happy reſt in that aſſurance. I inſtance not ; openthe Book, ſee where | 
( your eyes can look betide theſe. Satis aperte(laith their Caſſavder)The Scripture is clear 
ours ; So is allantiquity,if they beleeve that learned Arbiter; So are their more inge- |C 
nuous Dottors of the laſt age ; Sowould they all be, if they hadgrace toknow God, 
themſelves, grace, ſin, heaven, hell; God perfe&ly juſt, themſelves miſerably weak, 
Grace ſenſibly imperfect, ſin unmeaſurably finfull; Laſtly, if they knew that heayen | | 
| is for none bur the pure, that hell is for the preſumptuous. O Saviour, no man isjuſt 
| through thee, bur he thar is ſanftified by thee ;Whatisour inherent juſtice,but ſandt1- 
| xy? That we aſpire towards, we attaine not to; Woe were us if we were not more juſt in 
thee, than ſanCtified jn our ſelves;weare ſantified,in part, according tothe weakneſſe 
| ofourreceit;we are juſtified thorowly,according to the perfetion of thine accepta- 
ction;were we fully ſanCtified here,we ſhoald bemore than men:;were we notchorowly 
juſtified, we ſhould benomore than ſinners before thec;whiles we ſtand before thee as 
f1nners,we can have no peace; Let others truſt in the Charers and Horſes of their own 
rages, cn will remember the Name ofthe Lordour God ; The work of thy juſticeſhal 
ec 0xr Peace. 

Peace is a ſweet word ; Every body would be glad of it:eſpecially Peace at the laſt, 
| as the Pſalwiſt ſpeaks: How have the politickly religious held our twigs for the drow- 
{ ning ſoule to catch at? Due fatisfaftions,undue ſupererogations, patronages of Saints, 
bargaines of Indulgences, woolward pilgrimages, and at laſt (after whips and haire- 
clothes )leave the dying ſouleto afeare of Hell, doubt of Heaven. affirance of Purgato- 
ry flames;How truly may it now fay to theſe Dottors,as 10h to his friends, miſerable cem- 
forters are ye all; Hearken, O ye deare Chriſtians, to a better voice thar ſounds from 

heaven ; Come to me all zee that labowr, and are heavy laden, and Twill erceyoureſt. | 
 Isthereanyof you whoſe unquiet breſt boiles continually with the conſcience of | 


anyfoule ſin > whoſe heart is dayly tyr'd upon by the vulture of his ſecret guiltineſſe? 
whoſe boſome is gnawed before-hand with that helliſh Worme. which can no more E | 


eve over than dic ? It boots not toaske thee if thou wouldeſt have peace. Peace ? Ra- 
therthan life;0þ wheravithall ſhall I ceme before the Lord and bow my ſelf: before the moſt gh) 
God £ Shall Icom before his with burnt offerings 2 Will the Lord le pleaſed with thouſa ads of | 
Rams, or with te» thouſand Rivers of Oyle *Shall £20e my firſt bortce for my tranſereſion, the 
fruit of my body for the ſin of 77y ſouls Heare, O thou diſtracted heart ; whar ralkeſt tho! 
of giving tothe owner ? The worldis his : thou art nor thine owne ; Yea, were theſe 


chings thine, and not his, yetknow, it is not giving, but raking that muſt procure thy 
| : PCace » 
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| | T be true Peace-m aker by 


A [Peace : An infinite Juſtices offended ; an infinite Juſtice hath ſarisfied; an infinite 

mercy harh applied it ; Take thou hold by the hand of faich on thar infinite merty, 
and Juſtice of thy Saviour ; The work of his Juſtice ſhall be thy peace. | 
Fly about whither thou wilr,O rchou weary Dove; thorow all the wide Regions of | 
the heaven, and waters, rchou ſhalt no where find re{t forthe ſoles of thy feer, bur in- 
| chis Arke of Chriſts pertect righteouſneſſe : In vaine ſhalt chou ſeek ic in ſchooles of 
| morality, in learned Librarics,in ſparious fieldsand forreſts,in pleafantgardens,in ſul- 
len retiredneſſe,in wicty, converfation, in wanton Theaters, in drunken cellers,in ra- 
blesof gluttony, in beds of laſt,cheſts of M1209, whitfes and draughes of intoxication, 
ſongs of ribaldry,ſportsof recreation; No,no,the more thou ſeckett irinmoſtof theſe, 
the further it flies from thee, che furcher thon art from finding tr ; and iftheſe things | 
may give ſome poore truce to thy thoughts, 1t ſhall ſoon end in a more direfull war. [ 
Bi TREre ts 20 peace;fazth my God, to the wicked : Scray whither thou wilr, O thou wounded. 
heart, thorow the Lawnds and Woods ; alas, the ſhatc (ticks {til} in thee; or if that be | 
(haken ouc,the head; None but the ſoveraigne Dirrany of thy Swiours righreouſn&ſ | 
can drive it out; and rill it be our, thou canſt have no peace-In platne rcrmes;wouldl(t | 
| [thou have peace? Nonebur Caritt can give it thee; Hee willgive it tononebutthe | 
penitent, none bur the fairhſull ; Oh ſpend thy ſelte into the ſighesand reares oftrne | 
repentance; and rhen raiſe thy humbled ſoule toa lively conhdence in thine all-ſi-| 
cient Redcemer ; Set thy Lord Jeſus berwixt God and thy ſins; God cannot ſee thy 
debr,but through thine acquitrance ; By his ſtripes weare healed, by his wounds we 
are ſtanched, by his death we are quickned, by his righreoutnefſe wee are diſcharged; 
The work of his gghreouſnefſe is our peace. Oh fate and blefied condirion of belee- 
vers; Let fin, Satan;worid,death, hell,doe their worſt;#»ſhal lay any thing tothe charge 
| of Golds elec? 2 It is God that juſtifieth;who ſhall condemne?Is is Chrift that dyedyyea rather,that 
is rijen agairie ; whois alſodt the right hand of God, and makethinterceſion for us : Our enemy | 
is now our Father, our Judge isour Saviour, the offended our ſurety, that precious | 
blood our ranſome. that perfect righreouſnefle our everlaſting peace. | 
Thus mich ofour ſpiricuall Juſtice, and Peace. The Civill followes:I know theſe two 
are wide tearmes ;Juſtice compriſes all verrne,as Peace all bletſings;For that is juſt in; 
all kinds, which hath a meer adequarion-to the rule; All vertue therfore conforming us 
to the Law of God, which isthe rule of perfection,challengeth juſtly co ir ſelfe a ſtile 
of juſtice. | | 
Narrower bounds will ſerve our turne : We ſpeak of Juſtice firſt as a ſingle vertue. | 
Habirs are diſtinguiſhed by their afts; acts by their objcits. The object of all moral 
vertue is good, as of all intel:eftuall, is True. The objet of rivis vertue of Juſtice is the 
©] 200d of men in relation co eachother; Other yertues order a man inregard to him- | 
(elfe Jultice,ia regard to another. This good beingeither common, ot private; com- 
mon of all, private of ſome ; the acts and vertue of jaſtice muſt be futable ; either, as 
man ſtands in an habitdde to the, whole body, or as he ſtands toſpeciall Limbs of the 
body : The former of thefe is that which Philoſophers and Cafuiſts call a legall and 

univerſal Juſtice. The latrer js that particular Juſtice, which we ufe ro diſtinguiſh by | 
Diſirikytion, and Commutation ;, the one con(1{ting.1n matrer of Commerce, theother | 
in Reward; or Puniſhment : both of them according ro 1 meer, thouzh diterent, c- 
quality: An Arithmeticall 2qualtty in Commutation ; aGcometricall in diſtribution; | 
the former regarding the value, or worth of rhe thing; the larter, regarding the pro- | 
portionable difference of the perſon. The work of all theſe three Juſtices, is Peace. , | 
Firſt, the legall Juſtice is the avparant mother and nurſe ofpublike Peace ? When, 
Governors and Sybjcas are catefullrogive each other their owne;whendoth conſpire 
tocommand and obey for the common good : when men frame their lives tothe | 
| | wholſome lawes of their Soveraignes,not moreout of feare than conſcience; when re-| 
| | ſpe&to the community caries men from partiallrefleions upon themſelves; As con- | 
trarily diſtractions, and private ends are the have of any ſtate. - When the head and, 
members unite their thoyghts-and endevours in the center of the common good:rhe 
bew to deviſe and command, the cies to ſee, the care ro heare..the palate ta raſte; the 
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heart to move, the bellowes of the lungs to blow, rhe liver toſanguifie, the ſtomach to, 
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' Thetrue Peace-maker. 


: 
| ” eV 
digeſt,theguts to export,the hands to execute, the tongue toralk forthe good of this — 
naturall Common-wealth of the body, all goes well and happily ; bur ifany of theſe i | 
parts will be gathcring tothemſelves,and obſtructions grow within;and mutinons di- 
{tempers ariſe in the humours, ruine.1s threarned to the whole : If either the Superi. | 
orsmiſcommand,or the inferiorsdiſobey,itis an affront to Peace. Ineed not tell you' 
that good lawes are the wals of the City, the {inewes of the Politick body,theruleof 
our life, the life of our ſtate, whirhout which men would turne brute, yea monſtrous: 
the world were a Chaos, yea an hell. It1s wifdome that makes lawes, it is Juſtice that 
keepsthem ; Oh let this Juſtice ſtill bleſfe us with a perpetuall peace : asrhoſethar 
doe not think the world made for us, but our ſelves made for the world,let usdriye ar 
an univerfall good : let there be eyer that Kycer correſpondence betwixt Soveraignty 
and ſubjection, that the ane may be happy in the other, both m peace. 
Secondly.the diſtriburive Juſtice is not lefle fruirfulfof peace;when rewards of ho- 
nours,and gracious reſpeCtsare ſuired to the well-deferving ; when malcfaftors gnart 
accordingtotheircrimes ; This Juſtice hath ſtocks forthe vagrant, whips for harlors, 
'brands for petty larzons, ropes for felons, weights for the contumacioul]y ſilent, ſtakes 
for blaſphemous herericks, gibbets for murtherers, the hurdle, and the knife,and rhe 
pole for traitors; and upon all theſe engines of Juſtice hangs the garkndof peace, [t 
wasnot for nothing that Maximilian the Firit, paſting by the gallowes, ſaluteditwith 
Salve Inſtitia. Ye never ſee Juſtice painted without a {word ; when that ſword glitters 
with uſe, it is well with the publique;woe be to rhe Nation where it ruſts. Therecanbe | 
no more acceptable ſacrifice than the blood of the flagitious. Immediately after Gar- 
| pets execution, Father Davidat Yprezin a publike Sermon declared the miracles ſhowne | | 
rhereat; Amongſt the reſt,thata ſpring ofoile brake forth ſuddenly in the place where | | 
| that Saint was martyred;In ſtead ofa lie, let it hea parable; The blood of Traitors ſhed |c 
| by the ſvord of Juſtice, isa well of oyle to fatten, and refreſh the Common wealth. | 
{ I know well how mercy befits the mouths of Gods Miniſters : The ſoft tongue ofa 
| Divine 15no meet whetſtone for the edge of (eyerity ; but withall,I dare fay,that Ju- 
{tzce15a noble work of mercy ;neither need we wiſh tobee more charitable, than the 
Cod of mercy that ſaies, Thint ere ſhalf not ſpare the wurtherer, Numb. 3 5.31. The Tempter 
to idolatry, Deut. 13.6. The very lonnes of Lev# were appointed to win an everlaſting 
bleſſing, by conſecrating theirhands to God in Iſtaelitiſh blood : The ynjuſt favour, 
| andplauſibility ofRomiſh DoGtors, towards capitall offenders, hath made their San- 
Auaries(even literally)a den of theeves, an harbour of villany.It is memorable of Levis 
of Frawce, ({tiled the Saint) that he reverſed a pardon wrought from him to a maleta- 
Ctor,upon reading that verſe inthe Pſalme,Beatiqui  faciunt juſtitiam in omi tempore:Bl ej 
ſed are they that doe juſtice at all times : No marvell it one of thoſe foure things which 1- 
abel of Sp:ine was wont to fay, ſhee loved to ſee, were, A theefe upon the Ladder ; Even 
| through his halter might ſhce ſee the profpett ofpeace. Woe bee to them that cither 
for gaineor private intereſt ingage themſelves 1n the ſtir of favour to malicioufly | 
| bloody hands; that, by thedam of their bribes labourtoſtop the due courſe of puni- 
| tive Juſtice ; theſe, theſe are the eneniies of peace ; theſe ſtaine the land with that 
Crimſon die, that cannot be waſhedout but by many wofull lavers of revenge : Farre,! 
| farbe it from any of you,generous Chriſtians, toendevour either to corrupr,or inter-|: 
| rupt the waies of Judgement,or for a private benefit tocroſſe the publike Peace: Woe| } 
| be ro thoſe partiall Judges, that juſtihe the wicked,and condemne the innocent ;the| | 
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girdle of whoſe equity ſags downe on that ſide where the pwſe hangs : Laſtly, woc 
tO thoſe unworthy ones that raiſe themſelves by frand, bribes,ſymon y,facrilcge:ther- 
\ fore arc theſe enemies totheState;becauſe to Peace;and therefore enemics to Peace, 
| 
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becauſe violaters of juſtice, And the'workof juſtice is Peace. | 

Thirdly, that commurative Juſtice works Peace, necdsnoother proofe than that 
all thereall brables and ſuits amongſtmien, d 
{tice of contratts. Ler me leade | 
| ftice: Whar is the cauſe 
{ the Bar, but 1rjurious ba 
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gſtmen, ariſe from either true or pretended inju-| 
youna"Terme morning to the ſpacious Hall of Ju-| 
of all that concourſe ? that Hive-like murmure ? that noiſe at 


we EN a. rgains, fraudulent conyeyances, falſe titles, diſapointment of| 
| cm uts, wrong all detentionsof monty, goods, lands, COOZCNAYES, oppreflions, ©xXtor- 
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A|Cions? Could the honeſty and private juſtice of men prevent theſe enormities. ſilence 
and ſolitude would dwell in that wide Palace of Juſtice ; neither would there be more] 
| Pleas than Cob-webs under that vaſt roofe, Every way therfore ir is cleare, that the 
workof Juſtice is Peace ; In ſo much as the Guardians of Peace ate called Juſtiters. 
This for the Common-wearh ; If ir pleaſe you to caſt your eyes upon her Siſter the 
| Church, you ſhall find thar the outward Peace thereof allomult ariſe from Juſtice. 
Alas; thence 15 our hop-lefnefſe: Never may they proſper that love not,that withnot 
peace within thoſe ſacred wals; but what poflibility of Peace in the peremptory repul- 
ſes of Juſtic? ? What poſſibility of Juſtice in the long vſurped tyranny of the ſucceſſor 
of Rymlus? Could we hopeto ſee Juſtice once ſhine from thoſe {c aven hils, we would 
make account of peace;bur,oh,the milerable injuſtice of that tmperious Sea; tnjuſtice 
ofclaime, injuſtice of practice. Ofclaime,over Kings, Church, Scripcures, Conſcience: I 
OverKings, there is 8. Pauls ſuper-cxalted (wag @;) His uſuall title is Orbis Dowy- 54 - _ 
ns ; Dowinns univerſornm inthe mouths and pens of his flatterers : And leſt Princes | 
{hould ſeeme exempred ; he is R2x Regym,as Paulas 4.1aies of hinifelfe ; he 1s ſuper In- [Over Emperor 
peratores & Reges faith their Antoninrs,Trinmphis,Capiſtranus,und who not How much? [#24 Wis 
you know the calculation of the magnirude of the two grear lights : How over them? 
As the malter over the {eryant; rhcy are the words of their Pope N:cholzs ; The Im- 
periall chrone is #»Je nia nobjs .{ftith Pope Adrian : What ſhould I tell you of his brj= [#heacebur fon 
dle, (tirrup, toe, cup,canopy ? Lct tne booke of holy Ceremonies fay thereſt ; Theſe |? 
\ things are [tale, The world hath long {ecne and bluſhed. 6 
Oyer the Church; There is challenged a proper head-ihip, from whom all influ. 
ences of life, ſenſe, motion corne , as their Bozzus ; why ſaid I over? Heſs underthe] | 
Church : For he is the foundation of the Church, faith Bel/armine; Ovetas the head, 
under as the foundation ? Whar can Chriſt bee rnore ? Thence, where are general! 
councels but under him, as the ſtreame of Jeſutes ; Who bur he is, regula fides,as their 
Audradjus : he alone hath infallibilityand indefeibility,wherhet in derrerzs fidei,or in | mn decrees of 
| preceptis morum, 45 Bellarmine. Hee hath power tb make new Creeds, and ro obtrude |/{ith or precepts | 
them to the Church ; the deniall whereof was one'Gf tho Arricles which Leothe rae | 
renth condemned in Luther. I Ee Og ies 0 
Over Scriptures. Thete is claimed a powertoauthorize them for ſuch ; A power to 
interpret them, ſextentialiter e>- Obliantorie,Semg ſucks power todiſpenſe with them, ! 
ex cau;a, though ſuch. Over the coaſHefices:ofmet? "Tn diſpenſing with their oaths, | 
in allowance of their fins. It is one head*of their Canon Law, A Inramente fideljtatis 
obſelrit, Decret. p22Canſ. 15.qu.6. And in evety varh 1s underſtood a refervationand 
cxcepiionof the Popes power, ſay his Paraſites. 
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Fo the oath of | 


1amathamed rorell, and you would bluſhto heare the difpenſation reported to 
be granted by $7xt#s 4. to the family of the Cardinall of $.Lxcie ; and by Alexander 6. 
to Peter Mendoza Cardinalt of Valentia. od apr, 

And as there is horrible injuſtice in theſe claimes ; ſo is therenolefle in prattice. 
Take ataſte ofall: What can bee more unjuſt than to caſt our of the lap of the-Church |} 
thoſe that oppoſe their novelties, rocondemne them to the ſtake, to hell for Here- 
ticks? What more unjuſt than to falſifie the writings of ancient or moderne Authors, 
by ſecret expurgations, by wilfull miſ=edirions ? What more unjuſt than the with- 
holding the remedy of generall Conncels, and tranſfatting all the affaires of the | 
Church by apack'r conclave ? What more unjuſt than rhe ſuppreſſion of the Scrip- 
tures, and manilation of the Sacrament to the Laity 2 What more unjuſt than allow- 
ance of equivgcation, than upholding a faction by willing talſhood of rumors, than 
plotting the fabyerlion of King and State, by unnatural! conſpiracies ? Well may we. 
call heaven and earth: to record againſt the myuſtice of thefe claimes, of rheſepta- 
&iſes. Whar then 2? Is it tohope fot Peace, notwithſtanding the continuance of all | 
theſe> Sothe work of injuſtice ſhalt be Peace: Anda nnjuſtandunſound Peace muſt 
| needs bee thatariſes from injulkkes; J$itto/hop&they will obandon theſe things] 
| for Peace 2 Oh tharthe Church of Gattightoricthe ſohavpy : Thar there were bur 
ary lifein'thar poſſibility ; In'the rfieune time, terGodand'his holy Angels witnefle: 


berwxitus,rhat on their Part thePeaceHai terhSwelreguiltleſſe : Whathave we ory 1 
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A rmmes,. 


T be true Peace-maker. 


to this ye [ball 


beoke Car:l, 


 Heict, 


| em II OE 


— x 


rhe ike diſcos Peace: Lertthequcſtion be who js the great make-Þate of che world; begin with the 


hs dy BY (proves, that corrects them ; would he wink at their diſorders, all would be quiet. Not 


find in Conra, [are ready to throw the. houſe out of the windowes, but the auftere father, thatre. 
eaprqun,. 
!o bi thirteenth | careleſſe,ſlothfull, falſe, lime-fingred ſervants, bur the (trict maſter, that obſerves and 


{ What have we attempted ? What have we innovated ? Only wee have ſioodupon a _ 
juſtand modeſt negative, and have unjuſtly ſuffered. Ohthatalithe innocent bloog |* 
we have ſhed could waſh their hands from Injuſtice, from enmity to Peace. 
That from them we thay returne to our ſelves; For the publix2,we enjoy an happy 
Peace ; Bleſſed be God for Juſtice : and ifin this common harmony of Peace, there 
bee found ſome private jarres of diſcord, whence isit bur from our owne It uſtice) 
The world is of another mind ; whoſe wont isto cenſure him that puniſhes the 
fault, not him that makes it; Sever1ty, not guiltineſſe in common opinion, breaks the 


family : Who troubles the houſe ? Notunraly, headſtrong, debauchr, children, that 


rates,and chaſtiſes them ; would he hold his hands, and tengue, there would be peace. : 
Not the pceviſh and turbulent wife, who forgetting the rib, uſurpsupon the head, 
but the reſolute husband, that hates to leeſe his authority in his love ; remembring 
that though che rib be neer the heart, yet the head is above the ſhoulders ; Would 
[he fall from the termes of his honour, there wouid be peace. | : 
Inthe Country, notthe opprefling Gentleman, that tyrannizes over his cotragers, 
| incroches upon his neighbours inheritance, incloſes commons, depopulates villages, 
ſcruzes his Tenantsrodeath, but the poore ſoules that when they are cruſhed, yeeld 
the juyceof teares, exhibjr bils of complaint, throw open the new thornes, maintain 
the old mounds; would theſe men be contentto be quietly racked and ſpoiled, there 
would be peace. | | 
In the City ;notthe impure Sodomiriſh brothels, that ſell chemſelves to work wic- 
kednefſe ; not the abominable Pandars, not the jugling Cheater, not the Counterfeir 
Vagrant, but the Marſhall that drawes theſe to correction ; Not the deceirfull Mer- 
| chant rhar ſophiſticares his commodiries, inhanceth prices, ſels every inchof( what 
he cannot warrant ) Time ; Notthe unconſcionable and fraudulent Artiſan, butthe 
Promoter and the Bench. : | | 
In the common-wealth ; not the cruell robber by fea or land, thar lies in the way, 
like a ſpider ina window, for a booty, for blood : Not the bold night-walker that 
keeps ſavage houres fit for the guilty mrentions ofhis burglaries, bur the watchthat 
rakes him; Not the rankadulterer that neighs after his neighbours wife, andthirſts 
after onely ſtone waters; but the ſworne menthat preſent him. Not the traiterous 
 Coyner, that in every ſtampe reads his owne conyiCtion, whiles he ſtill renewes rhat 
face againſt which he offends, but rhe Sheriffe thar attaches him. 
| Nottheunreformable drunkard, that makes a God of his liquor,a beaſt of himſelfe, 
and raves, and ſwaggers in his cups,but the Conſtable that puniſhes him ; wouldtheſe 
Othcers connive atall theſe villanies, there would be peace. 
In the Church, not the chaffering Patron,or perjured Chaplaine z not the ſeducing 
hererick, or ſeditious ſchiſmarick ; not the ſcandalous Levire, not the carelefſe Queſt-| 
man, not the corrupt Officiall, but the clamorous Preacher, or the rigorous High-{ 
Commiſſion. In the world;laſtly, Notthe ambitious incrochers upon othersdomi- 
nions, not violaters of leagnes, not uſurpers of miſ-gotten titles and dignities, not 
ſuborners, or abettors of confpiracies, and traitors, bur the unkind patients that will 
not recipere ferrum : I'wis the great potenrtates of the world might ſee a ready way 
| ro Peace. 
| forme. Fooliſh men ſpeak fooliſh things : Onohle and incomparable blefling ofpeace;| | 
how 1vriouſly art thou aſcribed ro unjuſt neglect ? Oh divine vertue of juſtice, how | 
; deſervedly have the Ancients given thee wings, and ſent thee up to heaven inade- 
teſtarion of thieſe earthly indigniries; whence thou comeſt nor downe arall, unlefſe 
it pleaſe rhat eſſential and infinite Juſtice ro communicate thee to ſome choyce 


Fi 


Ifes. | 
eg arent —— — - favorires. | ! 


l 


Thus n family, countrey, city, common-wealth, church, world , the greateſt part 
cka Iicencious peace 1n a diſordered lawleſheſſe ; condemning true juſtice of cru- 
ty, ſtripping herof the honour of peace, branding her with the cenſure of trouble- 
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| | | The true LPeace-maker- 
fayorites. It 1s buta juſt word, that this Iland hath beene long approved the darling 
of heaven ; Wee haye enjoyed peace, tothe admirarion, tothe envy ofneighbour- 
hood : Would wecontinue it? would we traduce itto ours ? Juſtice muſt doe ir for 
us. Both Juſtice and Peace, are from the throne ; Peace is the Kings peace ;andjultly 
deſcends from Soyeraignty by commillion ; let me haveleave to ſay with the princely 
Prophet (a word that was too good for the frequent text of a Pope) Diligite juſtitiam | 
qui judicatis terraw. Still, O God, givethy Judgement to the King, and thy Jultice ta 
che Kings ſonne.. And if any ſhallofferwrong to the Lords anointed inhis-perfon, | 
in his ſeed, the work of that injuſtice ſhall be war ; yea Be” Domini,the Lords war: 
(2 $47.25. 28.) Thenlet him who is both the Lord of Hoſts, and theGodof Peace; 
riſe up mightily for his anointed, the true King of peace; that he who hathgracionfly 
aid all this while, Da pacemr, Domine, Give peace in-our time, 0 Lord ; may fitperſcribe at 
the laſt his juſt Trophees, with, Bleſſed bee theLord which teacheth my hands towarre, and 
my fingers to fig ht. | 
Ye have heard ofthe ſpiricuall Jaſtice and Peace ; Ye have heard of the Civill ;:may 
it pleaſe you to mix both of them together : My text alone doth ic ; if you doe but 
with ourmoſt accurate Tranſlation, read Kighteouſneſſe ao prot : SOthall you ſee 
the ſp irituall diſpoſition of Righteouſneſſe produce the civill effeft of peace : What 
15 righteouſneſſe, but the ſincere uprightnefle of the heart toGod inall our wayes ? 
He is perfe&t with God, that would be ſo. | 
| Whatneed Itell youthat this is theway to true inward Peace, Nilconſcire, A clear | tw be guity | 
heart will be a quiet one. There isno feaſt roagood conſcience this ismeat, mulſick, [9/4 4 
welcome ; It ſeems harder that true ſpiricuall honeſty ſhould procure even outward \ 
peace : Heare wiſe $4lomon ; By the bleſſing of the nprieht., the city bs exalted, Prov. 11. 11. 
When a mans wayespleaſe the Lord, hee waketh ever his enemies 10 be at peacewith hin. 
Pr. 16.7.R3ghteonſneſſe exalteth a nation, but ſtnne is areproach to any people, Pro. r 4-24.It 
followes then as a juſt corollary,Thet the honeſteſt., end con[c;onatleſt man is the beſt ſubje#-: 
He may perhaps be plaine, perhaps poore; perhaps weak, but the ſtate 1s more beho]- 
den to his integrity, than tothe ableſt purſe, than to the ſtrongeſt arme ; Whereas 
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the graceleſſe and vicious perſon, let him be never ſoplauſible a talker, never ſocare- | 
[ full an Officer, never ſo valiant a Leader, never fo ofhcious a Courtier, never fo dee 
in ſubſidies,neverſo forwardin ations, 15no other than an enemy tothe ſtate, whic!: 
he profeſſes toadore. 


LernoPhiloſopher tell me of, mals wir bonus cvis, Tiiy from better authority, ſ41il!maa god 


that a lewd man can no morebe agood ſubje&; than an ill ſubject can be agood man: |**!*: 


Heare this then ( whereſoeyer yeare )ye ſecret oppreflors, ye prophane ſcoffers, yee 
foule mouth'd ſwearers, ye cloſe adulterers, ye kind drankards, and who eyer come 
within this black liſt of wickednefſe, how can ye be loyall, whiles you lodge traitors 
in your boſomes ? Proteſt what ye will ; your finnes break the peace, andconfpire | 
againſt the ſacred Crowne and dignitie of your Soveratgne ; What care we thar you 
draw your ſword, and vow your blood, and drink your healths ro your Governors, | 
when inthe meane while you provake God tg'anger, and (ct quarrels betwixt your 
Country and Heaven ? 5 > A | 
That I may winde up this clew ; It were folly to commend to you the worthof 
peace ; we know that the excellency of Princes is expreſſed by ſereity ; what good 
hath the earth which God doth not couch under the name of Peace ? Bleſſed be God, | 
and his Anointedzwe have long and comfortably taſted the ſweerneſle of his blefling; 
the Lilies and Lionsofour $4lo-w9zhave been jultly worded with Beats pacifici:Would | 
wee have this happinefle perpetuated tous, to poſterity ? Oh ler Prince and people 
meet in the ambition to be Gezs juta, a righteous nation, righteous every way : Firſt, 
ler God have hisowne ; His owne dayes, his owne ſervices ; his feare, his love, his all: | 
LetReligion leade all our proieds, not follow them ; let our lives be led ina conſcio-| 
nable obedience to all the Lawes of our Mak<cr : Farre be all Blaſphemies, curſes, and 
obſcenities from our tongues,all ontrages and violences from our hands; all preſump-} 
tuous and rebellious thoughts from our hearts. Let our hearts, hands, tongues, lives , 


Pobes and ſoules bee ſincerely devotedtohim. Then, for men: letus give Ceſar hig 
owne : 


— 


1A... 


_ 


,, 


The true Peace-maker. — 
RETIVER | TR ATP arn 
owne : Tribute, feare, ſibjection, loyalty, and (if he need) our lives; Lerthe Nohj. |}, 
litie have honour, obeiſance, obſervation , Let the Clergie have rheir dues, and our 
reverence ;z Let the commons have truth, love, fidelity inall their tranſattions; Lex 
there be tr#tize juſt. ponderajuſta : Letthere be no grinding of faces, no trampling on 
the poore (Amos 5.11.)no ſwallowing of widowes houſes, no force,no fraud.no per- 
jury, no perfidioulneſſe. 
inally, for our ſelves ; let every man poſſeſſe his veſſellin holinefſe and honoyy 
[framing himſelfe to all Chriſtian and heavenly temper, in all wiſdome, ſobriety,cha- 
ſtiry, meekneſle, conſtancie, moderation, patience, and ſweet contentation : {ſha 
the work of our rignteouſnheſle be peace of heart, peace of ſtate; private and pyblike 
| peace; Peace with our ſelves, peace withthe world, peace with God; temporall peace 
| here, eternall peace and glory above ; unto the fruition whereof, hee who 
| kath ordained ns, mercifully bring us, for the ſake of him, who 
is the Prince of Peace, Jeſus Chriſt 
the righteous. 
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NOVRABLEMY 


[ING-VLAR-- GOOD -L ORD; 
Eoward Lord DExnxy, Baron 
of WaLTHam, all health and 
Happineſle. 


RicyuT HONOvVRABLE, 

=: F TLELLLT Might well perceive by the Author that this 
XD (68; Sermon Was never intended to bee publiſhed, 
1s an9 otber Language than that wherein it 

elwas firſt ſpoken : being in reſpeft of the mat- 

Belter, in a ſort appropriate to that eAuditory 
k whereinit was delivered ;But beſides the com- | 

mon deſire of many, finding the tranſlation attempted by divcrs, 


and performed by ſome in ſac a manner as did not altogether ſa- 


tisfie ; [t pleaſed my Father berein to improve my leiſure ; wherein, 
howſoever 1 may bave ſomewhat failed of the firſt elegancie, yet 1 
| have not bin far ſhort of the ſenſe. 1 have preſumed to dedicate the | 
ſame to jour Lordſhip,in reſpett of your many favours,and my ob- 


ligations, for which (beſides rbs officious, chough unequall requi- 
tall)l ſhall ſlill vow my prayers for Jour Lordſhip, and remaine, 


Your Lordſhips moſt 
humbly devoted, 


X x Ro.,Harr., 
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OF ALL ENGLAND. 
METRAPOLITAN. 

ENGLAND, ESPECIALLY THAT OF THE 
PROVINCE OF CANTERBURIE, GATHERED 
TOGETHER IN THE. CONVOCATION AT 
LONDON, BEFORE WHOM THIS 
AND UNWOR THY LABOUR, 
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N ade Pauks, deque Paulioraculs, 
Pro concione previa Synodo ſacre, 
 Varias ab uno Spiritu, Domino, Deo 
Diſtinctiones efle donorum probans, 
Oftendi, Halle, quanta ſpiritalium, 
Ouam multiformis dos tibi fluat affatim, 
Chariſmatumq multiplex peculinm. 
Que nempe traflas, per tui ſpecimen doces 
T beologe nate pulpits, calami potes, 
(ui ſuavitatts conſeuus ſemper ſizlus, 
Cui pettus almi condus eft ſacrarn, 
Et lingua promus pettorts, cujus latin 
Loquentus ambit auribus rapax cobors, 
Humeriſq, denſa; non ſat eſt ſemel taa.- 
Haufiſſe v6cu impetu fugacigs. 
Nt perlegendo te recognoſet finas 
Hur "mvidebi oculus, &* Templo Schola. 
NoſtiDecane flexanime,quamte recens 
Jam tunc ab ipſo ambone redeuntem, manu 
Prenſum,rogator vellicavi fervidus, 
eM anare ſmeres hac in abſentum ſinus, 
Reliquiq; noftri fratribus ( leri dari. 
Ouidmirnm ?ubi ipf; pofimedum cudityps 
Proyinciales poſtulant Epiſcopt. 
eAudir Jolephe ? Nols jam : te nil peto. 
N on eſt ,amicus quod roget. Domini regunt. 
Parere juſium eſt : parere te certum eſt : ave. 
Ouam facilis iſtbic obſtetricanti labor ? 
Poſt tam verenda juſſa quid reſtat mihi, 
Ne ut adprecantis ſuppleamidiote locum, 


Amen ſacrato ſuccinens Patrum choro, ? 
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fe erc here met ( which I humbly wiſh, ray prove every 
way proſperous, and havpy to the Church of God ) molt 
Reverend Father in God, Reverend Biſhops, venerable 
Deanes, Archdeacons, Brethren of the Clergie, by the 
providence of our good God, and the command of our 
gracious Sovyeraigne, to hold an holy Convocation this 
day. 

A Bleſ ed Pal, in whoſe name this ancient pile doth not 
0 00000000000, alittle pride it ſelfe,ſalutes you by my unworthy tongue, | 
an as it he were preſent, addrefles himſelfe to you, and exhorts you 
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In his former Epiſtle to the Corinthians, the 12 Chapter, verſe 4. | 


There are diverſittes of gifts, but the ſame ſpirit ; there are diverſities of mi- 
niſteries, but the ſame Lord, and there are diverfities of operations, but the 


Fe I beſeech you, the meet correſpondence of all things. Ye are ret in one,and 
& here is unity ; Yee are many of you met from the utmoſt parts of this large Pro- 
vince, and here is manifold diverſity; ye are metthe floure of our Engliſh Cler- 

oje, learned and exquiſite Divines, and here are diverlſiries of gifts; Yee are met, the | 
i ords and Commonsof our ſacred fundion, and here are diverſitiesof miniſteries : 
Yeeare met for the holy affairesof the Church,and here are operations ; Yee are met | 
(asTverily hope, and wiſh) inunity of Spirit, and here1s one Spirit ; Yeeare laſtly 
met toconſecrate your ſelves, your gifts, Miniſteries, Operations,to the ſcrviceofour 
Lord God ; and here is that Lord, that God whom we profeſſe toſerve. 
| Now thatſame God,that ſame Lord Jeſns Chriſt, that ſame holy Spirit, be preſent 
with usall this day ; and by his bleſſed influences guide and governe this ſacred mee- 
ting, andhappily dire&allour councels and endevours to theglory ofhis owne great} 
name, the ſalyation ofour ſoules, and the aſſured cdification of his Church, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 

See here then, Honoured Prelates,and beloved Brethren, the loope or combinati- 
on of both worlds ; Both the worlds of our Divinity ; The greater world, God; the 
lefſer world, Man ; What isthere that can ſo much concerne usto know, to behokd ? 
| Willye lookeup to God? He is one ineffence (5 3s) Three in Perſon, The Father, 
Lord, Spirit. He is three in one, andone 1n three : The Father, Lord,Spirit, one and 
the lame God. hh | 
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Will yee caſt your eye to Man? yee ſhall ſee him nor ſingle, but branchedinto ing. FX 
nite diverſitie ; not bare and naked, but turnifhed with gifts ; not ſuperfluous 
deſtin'd to due ſervices ; not 1dle, bur bulie in meet Operations : Neither are 
operations, ſervices, gifts, all of one kind, bur diverily diſtinguiſhed, and y 
And whence are theſe ſo manifold graces, ſo diversimployments, bur from or 
the Father, Lord, Spirit? And wherefore are all theſe, bur that theſe oper 

miniſteries, gifts, proceeding from one God, Lord, Spirit, may be directed 

and may end asthey began, ina perfect unity ? 
O marvelous conjunction of divine and humane things;O unutterable communion 
of heaven andearth ; Wherein is laid forth unto us the intire reſpe&s and union of| 
God ro himſelfe by conſubſtanrialitie, of God toman by muniticence, of man tg 
God by the bond of rhankfulneſſe, of men tocach other by the bond of charity, of 
gifts to miniſteries, of miniſteries to operations, of all to all. 

| ſhall not now need, neither indeed would it befit me, in ſoawfull an aſſembly of 
Divines to dwell upon Cartcchericall points, concerning the myftery of the ſacred 
Trinitie ; Although this labour is well worthy of you elfewhere, my brethren, and 
ſuch as (if I may perſwade you)you ſhall carefully beſtow at home ; This familiar 
kinde of teaching the word of the beginnings of Chriſt is growne out of taſtion; 
Like ambitions Orators, wee overlooke this popular ſtraine, and are carried to an 
affc&tation of perfeftion.Yec ſee how the Herozcan ſoare high, yet lives,for the moſt 
part,in the loweſt valley ;builds in the talleſt rrees, yet feeds inthe humble mariſhes, 
So doe yee, my deare fellow-labourers,not ſo much caring to ſhew your ſelyes lear- 
ned, asto make your people lo. 

This by the way. Such as God 15,ſfuch he exprefles himſelfe to us ; and ſuch as hee 

expreſſes himſelfe rous,ſuch he formes us to himſelfe : As the Sunnelooking upon a 
cloud fitly dirpoſed, for that purpoſe, imprints in that moiſt glaſſe a certaine bright 
image of himſelte ; ſo doth God to his Church , From that Celeſtiall and divine Tri- 
nity, therefore,is here apparently deduced another Trinity ſfublunary and humane; 
Of gifts, miniſteries, cprations ; From the ſpirit are derived gifts ; miniſteriesfrom 
the Sonne, operations from the Father ; Thereare dverſities of giſts, but the ſawe ſpirit 
of miniſteries, but the ſame Lord ; of operation, but the ſame God. 
Away with all nicet1es of Pythagorean calculations ; All numbers are aliketome, 
ave thoſe which God himſe'fe hath chalked out unto us ; as here he hath manifeſtly 
done. In one word; An Unity anda Trinity make up this golden ſentence. There is 
a Trinity in this Unity ; Theres an Unity in this Trinitie ; Firſt, here isa perfect 
(that 1s, a Triple) Trinity ;a Trinity of diverſities,a Trinity of faculties, a Trinity of 
givers ; Forthere are ſo many diverlities as faculties, and ſo many faculties as givers; 
Thefaculties are three; gifts, miniſteries, operations ; The givers three, The F ather 
the Sonne, the Spirit, which all are included in one Unity (w ws ) the ſame God; 
And yeteven that Unity hath lis diſtinction, whiles gifts are (as it were) by a ſpe- 
cialty aſcribed to the Spirir, miniſeries to the Sonne,to the Father operations. 

That our diſcourſe may not ſeeme too perplexed, wee will follow the foot-ſtepsof 
our Apoſtle,and with all poſſible perſpicuity,will apply the diverſities to the facul- 
ties,the faculties rothe givers; Theſe Trinities to their Unity, and(this done)draw 
to a briefe concluſion. 

A threefold Diverſity argues multiplicitie ; What meant the Ancients to dreame 
but of three Craces? there area thouſand graces, gifts infinite; Looke upon all the 
grand=ct11ldren of Adamz,that ever were; among(t ſo many thouſand millions of faces, 
ye ſhall eaſily obſerve ſome varietie of favours ; It is a wonder to ſee what diverlitie 
of formes there is, in that which we call beauty: No twins are fo like as not to beWray 
ſome diſlimilicude ; Certainely there is not ſo great variety of faces, as of mindes; 
| As features are to the countenance. ſo are gifts tothe mind ;Each one hath ſome; all 

have many, none have all; There are diverſities of gifts. 

Salmeroz, with Cajetan, underſtands here thoſe gifts which we call Gratias gr4lis 
4atas,Graces freely given;wherein he ſayestrue,but not enough; For asthe old word 
1s, Favours muſt be enlarged; andthoſe gifts which make us gracious are beſt "_ 
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thy of thisname; It is not amiſſe that ZYgoreckons up three ſorts of Cods pifts ro 
man ; Gifts of nature,of grace, of glory : By the gifts ofnature we are men, by the| 
gifts of grace we are holy, by the gifrsof glory,we thall be bleſſed. The gitts of na- 
tare'are memory,reaſon,will,wherein we exccil the briite creatures : lhe gifts of 
graceare faith, hope,charity,wherein we goe beyond the Devills; The vifts ot glory, 
eternall and true blefſednefſe ; blefled and eternall truth. true and blefitd eternicje 

wherein wee are equall tothe Angels; Amonyſt the gifts of nature the ſame Author 
reckons ſome to beof the loweſt ranke, ſome ofthe teanc, foime of the: ligheſt; In 


94 


the loweſt, he accounts beauty and healrhot body ; In the meane hee accounts the fa- 
culties of the minde ; In the higheſt,the vertues of the ſoule; Thus there are diverjnies 
of gifts. 

Lherear2 ſome gifrs of Regeneration; thereare ſome gifts of our calling ;by the 
former, we are borne againe for our owne good; with the latter, wee are furniſhed, 
for the goodotorhers; Theſe latterare peculiarly beſtowed upon ſeverall men, the 
former are by acerraine common propriety beltowed upon all the Saints of God; 
For,asinthe moſt wiſe diſpoſition of this univerſe,the beſt things, ard thoſe which 
| areneceflary for the ſuſtentation of lite,asatre, light, fire, water, are abundantly given 
ro all,but thoſe things which ſerve only for ornament and pleaſure, as Gold, Pearle 
Precious ſtones,are more ſparingly beſtowed upon ſome few, ſoevery ſaving grace i 
abundantly diſpenſed to all Saints,by theliberall hand of God;Whereas rongues,pro- 
phecie, power of miracles, asalſo eloquence, sk1l!, honour, ard the reſt of this kind, 
arereſeryed onely for ſome few receivers ; And in all theſe, what ſtrang diverſity 
there is ? They differ in reſpe&t of themſelves, being in nature divers from each 
other ; They differ in reſpect of the Subje&, as being diverſly given to one, and 
other ; foras the blind Bard faw truly, God doth not give all ro all ; They differ in 
reſped& of degree, as they are moregtven to one, than to other: Thus cyery way 
there are djverſtties of gifts. ; 

It is the common voice of nature,that the ſameremaining the ſame cannot produce 
bur the ſame ; but, when we ſpeake of the Godof Nature ; that word of Zovaventure is 
more truc; Ab xniſſimo Deo 14nant multiforn:a,ab eterro temporalia; From that moſt one 
God Howes multiformity of effects,and frum that crternall God, temporall effccs. 
Hmwgoſaid well, In te variatur quiin fe now mutatur;he 1s varied in thee, who isnot chang- 
ed in himſelfe : If the divine power had made onely one creature,rhat alonely worke 
of his had beene worthy ofa God, and ſuch as conld proceed from no leffe than an 
| omniporent hand ; But now he hath creared many things, yea innumerable ; If God 
= had made theſe many creaturesaltogether uniforme and like chemſelves;only diſtin- 
guiſhed in number, notin forme; the worke had beene more excellent and admira- | 
ble, than the frame ofany one creature alone;bur now,thathe hath madetheſe many, 
theſe innumerable creatures, no leſſe different from themſelves, and fo, as that the 
difference of their formes ſtrives wich the praiſe ofrheir number, O the depth of di- 
vine wiſdome ! © the ſtupendious workmanſhip of omnjpotencie ! And yet there 1s 
no Subject wherein the powerand providerce of the Almighty doth ſo much magni- 
fe it ſelfe,as in the divers Oeconomie of man; In fo much as in this little world, there 
is a world of diverſjties ;Maryell at your ſelves, brethren, and be aſtoniſhed at your 
owne proſpets; Whether we looke at the fathjon of the tace, or the proportion of 
parts,or the colourc of the skin, or the ſtature of the body,or the indowmentsof the 
minde, the degrees of faculties, the diſpoſition of nature, the meaſure of graces,the 
opportunities of ſtations, or laſtly the outward condition of our life ; O good \ 
God what wondrous diverſity is here ; how impoſlible is it for the eye to meer 
wiſe with the like obje&, whitherſoever 1t roverh ? Thus there are diverſities of 
gifts. _ " _ © » _—_— 
Away now from hence, with all haughtineſſe of pride,all mutniesof envie; Theſe 
two dangers will bee ſarero haut the moſt juſt inequality ; the needy is envious, 
the rich js proud. BO ER RRP RI AE 

Poore Iam contemned,others are ſet up; others ſkine in ſcarlet,and purple, whiles 
I ampatching of naſty ragges;Others wallow in their wealthand excefle,] mo | 
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hunger : others Lord it in lofty ſears, I am trod under their fcot-ſicoles; Others 1 
AE, I ama ſtammerer : Others excellin thesKill of Arts and Tongues, | _, a 
filly ignorant ; And why ſhould nor I ? Oh toole, theſe that thou talkeſt of,are eifrs, 
and therefore freely beſtowed where it pleaſes the giver; What doth ke oweto thee, 
that hath given theſe thingsto others ? Withall, know, there are diverſiticsof Lifts; 
God hath perhaps denicd thee heapes of red and white earth, but hee hath given 
thee ſtrength of body ; At how high a rate would the great onesof the world buy that 
bleſſing of thine? He harh denied thee eloquence, hee hath yer given thee ſharpneſſe 
' of wit ; he hath denied thee honour, bur he hath given thee ſweet reſt, quier ſecurj- 
ty; he harh d2nied thee preferment,he hath not denied rhee health.Goe then,and en- 
vie the great mans weake ſtomach, {leepleſſe nights, racks of cares ; envie, to him, if 
vn canſt,the ſlipperie ſtairesofthe Court, and the common envie of the moſt ;He 
wants ſomething which thou enjoyeſt,and ſomething he hath which is denied thee, 
He had rather make choice of thy condition, thou of his; Each of you hath his owne, 
neither of you ſhall haveall; neither ſhall have both ; There are djverſuties of gifts, 

Yea, and we new-blowne bladders, how eaſily are we puft up with every blaſt of 
gifts ;Lam not like other men; How baſe are the vuſger of men ?1 ſite gloriouſly im- 
purpled, other fellowes may be glad to licke the duſt of my footſtoole I am inriched 
with all liberall ſciences,this people which know not the Law. are accurſed ; I haye 
$ill ofronguaes, others are rude Idiots ; I leade the amazed hearers by the cares whi- 
ther I liſt, through the power of my oratory,others freeze and languiſh in theirPul- 
pits. Heare, O thou proud man, Theſe things whereof thou braggelt, arenot thine 
owne ; what haſt thou that thou haſt notreceived? All theſe are gifts; Andart thou 
thus happy alone ? Vaine boaſter, thou knoweſt not others,thou Knoweſt not th 
ſelfe; There are diverſcizes of gifts which thy thoughts reach not unto : Sitthou aloft,and 
cheare thy ſelfe with the bowed knees of thy ſuppliants, they are happier men than 
thy ſelfe that are glade tolie cloſe,and affect a quier and fafe obſcurity : Be thou 
more learned than another, that other perhaps is Wiſer than thou ;be thou more elo- 
quentthan another man, that orheris perhaps more juditious ; If thy tongue be 
richer than anothers, his minde is richer thanthine. 

[rt isreporred, that in the houſe of worthy M.L#ther was found written :Res © vert 4 
Philippws, Res ſine verbis Lutherws,Verba ſinere Eraſmus ; MelauGon was words andmat- 
ter ; L#ther,matrer without words; Eraſ#rxs , words without matter ; Every one hath 
his owne ſhare; Neither art thou furniſhed with all gifts; nor that other withnone; 
Letnot himenvie thee ; neither doe thou contemne him ; Rather both, apply your 
ſelves to caſt inthe ſhor of your contributions to the publique good :For to what end 

hath our bountitullGod ſhowred downe theſe divers kinds of gifts from heaven upon |! 
man,but that he might hereby provide for the common profit & welfare ofmankind? 

Why hath the blinde man legges,and the lame man eyes, but that the one may ex- 
change with the other, for the benefit ofboth? Thinkeſt thou that God meant to 
heape his gifts upon thee forthine owne ſake onely? Fie on this ſhamfull ſelfe-love; 
Surely he thar made thee, made thee for a conduit-pipe to convay, not a Ciſterne 
to hold the waterof his graces. God hath clothed you, (as ye well know, Reverend 
Prelats) with this facred purple, that you ſhould ſhine before others as conſpicuous 
Guides of that ſtrait and hard way of life ; and that by your well-beſtowed honours 
you ſhould credit his Church, and be the ſervants of many. 

Ye perceive now, I imagine, how unexpedtedly my ſpeech isglided from Giftsto 
Mmnſteries; The Author of theſe Gifts,the ſpirit of God,leads me by S.Pawl. hand; 
who preſently upon themention of gifts, ſubjoynes miniſteries, and upon the menti- 
on of miniſteries,addes operations. This moſt munificent Spirit(s3 714 ya)(that with 
Athangſuur we may note the force of the Article)hath enabled the moſt of you, Fathers 
and brethren, with an eminent meaſure of gifts: With what powers of the minde, 
what fingular learning, what powerfull eloquence, with how great wiſdome, with 
whatgravitie, with what titlesof honour, with what large dignities? It is agreat word 
that Ifhall ſpeake,and yer Imuſt,and will ſay it,without all,cither arrogance or Hfat- 
(ery 3 Sinpor muediClerns Britannicus , The wonder of the world is the Clergie of Br+- 
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tazwt.- SO many learned Divines, ſo many eloquent Preachers {hall in vaine be ſought 
elſewhere thisday, in whar ever region under the cope of heaven ; What ſhould 1 
reckon up tioſe great lights of our Church,not long ſince ſet; nels, Hwmfreys, Foxes, 


——m_—— 
nat AC. etna 


gifts end in ſervices. Oh letitpkeaſe you to ſtir up rhis grace of Cod in you ; and 


| Thereare then asdifferences of gifts, ſo of miniſteries; And which be they? Diffe- 
\rences1n offices, and in degrees ; There were Apoſtles, Prophers, Evangeliſts; 
Thereare, were, ſhall be Biſhops, Preſbyrers, Deacons ; Theſe are more. than one 
rankeof Miniſters; Ir was part of the exploded herefie of #rizs that tooke away 
theſe three ſteps of the Clergie, as the Synod of Carthaze calls chem. Yea, and ſome- 
where, Jerome himſelte ſmarts with the laſh ofthis cenſare,as if perhaps hee did more 
favour of Arivs, than of Txlly , Not without open wrong 1n both ; bur [ may not 
now ſtay upon needleſſe Apologies; There isnon= of you, I hope, can be fo witleſſe 
asto queſtion theſe diverſities of Miniſteries; Did they ever reade Hiſtories that 
| doubt of this point ? Sure, they have never ſo much as ſeene them : Turne over all 
| the monuments of Times, and places, fo farre as ever Chriſtendome hath ſpred ir 


c ſelfe, you ſhall finde nothing more evident ; I will nor hereſtand to abridge the An- 
| | nalls of all Ages, and Regions; Looke upon the Councells ; and firſt of all, the firſt 

and chiefe of thoſe whichare ſtiled Generall, the great Councell of Nice ; You ſhall 
there ſee three hundred and cighteene Biſhops, ſo many as 4breham had ſouldiers in 
the victory over the Kings, as 41broſe wittily alludeth. Bur perhaps they were then 
butnewly inſtituted, newly received in the Church ; No ſuch matter ; Thoſe Fa- 
thers profeſſe it to be («2=« is) the ancient guiſe, that the-Biſhop of Alexantris 
ſhould be over Egypt, Libye, Pemtapolir, as the Biſhop of Rowe wasover his Suburbicarie 


—_— 


| Churches:Doe bur heare Polycrates Biſhop of Epheſus, an old man of above threeſtore, 
ſolemnly proteſting that he ſucceeded his Grand-fathers, and great-grand-fathers, 
for ſeven ſucceſſive generarions, in the ſame Epiſcopall chaire, Heare but Irevenr, 
 Tertwllian,Clement, Dorothens,Euſebins deſcribing and recording the Biſhops of Amtioch, 
Alexandria, Hieruſalem, Rome, inthe undoubred order of their ſucceſſions, nor one- 


Dj ly by their numbers, butby their names alſo. Certainly, never day lookt forth fince 


the ageof the Apoſtles,wherein the Spouſe of Chriſt wanted rhe attendance of theſe 
' Bride-men : But what doe Lurge this ? The Sunis inthe heaven, and ſhines there ; 
Even Terore himſelfe,though but a Presbyter, and a ſtour Champion of his owne or- 


Pauls, T am Atollces,T am Cepheer, and therefore even then had theſe differences beene. 
| Differences perhapsin Order, you will ſay,notin Degree ; Yes, both in Order,and 


and Rulers ; I whom Ienatizs cals(x-orwms)Governours ; Divayſens, Hierarch; ; Cyprian, 
| Overſeers; to whom Saint Po#l attributes Power of reformation and correction ; 
£] to whom the Canons of the Apoſtles give the power of ſentence or conſtiruci- 

| 0; Tgnatins, chiefery and authority ; Exſebizs, our of Egeſppxs, the throne of Epiſ- 

| copalitie; Cyprian, the vigor and authority of the chaire ; Origes, the higheſt pitch 
| of the Church « Jerome, a peereleſſe and eminent power; The Councell of Sar- 
dis, the height of government; and laſtly, Epiphanizsan order generative of Fathers. 
But what doc Igleaning after the harveſt of ſo great Aurhors as have diſcuſſed this 
point? | 
| : Oh how oft, and with what deepe ſighes hath rhis moſt flouriſhing and happy 


Whitgifts, Fulkes, Whitakers, Raynolds, Bilſone,Greenams, Babingtons, Eed:ſes, Hollands, | 
Players, Abbotſes, Perkinſes, Fields, Hookers, Overalls, Willets, Whites, Maſcns There are | 
now of you under this very roofe, that heare me this day, in whoſejuſt praiſes I | 
could be content to ſpend nor an houre, bur a life, we re ir not.that matuall modeſtie | 
injoynes me filence ; How great ſoeyer yee are, yee are not your owne :All theſe | 


faichfully to imploy all theſe your gifts to the happy advancement of your miniſte- 

ries; in the practice of your life,(as in the courſe of my ſpeech Ler the Diverſiries of 

| gifts bee taken up with the Diverſities of miniſteries, 
| 


der,yerdeduceth this difference of degrees from the cradle ofthe rſt Schiſme,from 
the common decree of the firſt Church,trom tradition Apoſtolicall ; yea, when Saiar | 
Pau! wrote this to his Corithians, that iarring word had ſounded inthe Church, I am | 


Chur ch POE 


| 


in Power; too ; There were thoſe whom FS. Paul calls (ver #ms 9 ryws) Prefidents | EmMopMu my 
4% ? «p- 
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Noah's Dove, 
Church of Ezglazd withr, that ſhe might with ſome of her owne blood have pn. 
chaſed unto her deareſt Siſters abroad, the retention of thismoſt ancient, and ever 
[way beſt forme of government; Which might happily alſo have taken place, if ther 
had met with ſuch a Monar« hicall reformation, as(through the blefling of God wy 
deſigned untous; Now they are faine ro under goe that adminiſtration, Proviſio- 
nally onely (if we may beleeve wile and learned Fregevs!) which the necellity of 
rheir condition doth for the time caſt upon them: The God of heaven raiſe themy 
Quecnes for their nurſes, and Kings for their nurling-fathers, that they may RT 
enjoy with usthis happy bleſſing ofthe ſequence and ſubordination of degrees: jn 
{the mcane time Idare with T2ntizs profeſle to put my ſonle(w7nly6 &c.) in Dawn P 
for the ſafe obſervation of this excellent order ; Which, ifit have ever not happil 
| ſucceeded toany region, or Church, it is the fault of the perſon, not of thein. 
{{ticarion it ſelte, which cannot juſtly be deemed other, than wholſome, holy, 
divine. | | 
But remember, I beſeech you. in the meane while, (Reverend Fathers) that theſe 
are (Haxoria;) miniſeries; a word raked out of the very duſt, lelt it ſhould not imply 
huwiliry enough ; Yee are graced with Honours by thepious munificence of Princes: 
But our Lord Jeſus Chritt(ye know)ules to meaſure your honours by yous ſervices 
| Ye are Fathersof the Church, bur Sons of the Bride-chamber; Peeres of the ſtate, 
but ſervants of the Church ; Generalls of this warfare, but with $.Favl, fellow-ſoul- 
diers; Rulers in Gods houſe, bur withall, fellow-ſervants ; Intreat your Clergie 
kindly, uſe them familiarly, as knowing your ſelves to be Fathers in dignity, bre- 
thren inſervice ; Ye know the councellof Saint Ambroſe ; Lerthoſe of the Clergie, 
within your charge; be as Iimmes of your owne body : God hath called you ſtarres 
and Angels ; Imitate ye the Starres, which the higher they are, the lcfler they are 
wontto appeare ; Imitate yethe Angels, who though Peeres of heaven, yct are wont 
[ro approve themlelves minittring ſpirits for the pooreſt of Gods Saints ; No ſpetta- 
cle car) be moreodious than a prond Prelate. | 

But heare mee alſo, O ye Laicks, take heedofcontemningy this ſacred fimdion ;; 
Theſe are miniſterics indeed, burglorions and honourable: Toſerve God, istorule! 
and command; And whatis iteyen toſerve you ? Surely thoſe heayenly ſpirits, thoſe 
principalities and powers doe the very ſame to us continually ; whom yet theirloye 
and ſervice, hath never drawne intocontempt ; We beſeech you brethren, that you 
know them which labour amongſt you, and are aver you in the Lord, and admoniſh 
you, and ho!d them deare for their works ſake. 

We have diſparched rhePiverſtiesof Minifteries : now followes that of operations: 
God hath not ordained to himlſelfe 1dle ſereices, but buſie and painfull ; Onego- 
verns, another teaches, athird do:h both teach and governe, worthy therefore of 
donble honour, for his rule, for his labour. And hethat governes, ſometimes muſt 
ſtrike with the rod, ſometimes withthe ſword ; One while hee muſt kindly allure, 
another while he muſt ſharply puniſh ; hee muſt uphold the falling, reraine the wa- 
vering, reduce the wandering; And for him that teaches, it isnor onely the charge 
ofdoftrine thatliesupon him, but ofreÞroof, of correction,of inſtruction in rightcouſ- 
nefle. One while he dire&s with counſels, then he ere&s with promiſes; then againe 
he dejcs with threatnings, he wounds the whole, ſalves the wounded, workes al- 
waies : Theofthce of a Biſhop i8(zax 4» ') a worthy worke ; Whoſoever playes 
this holy Chaire, {hall once waile in hell : Saint Ferzard {aid well in that famous E- 
piſtle of his, to Henricxs Sexonenſis ; Many would nor fo eagerly run to honours,if 
| they could thinke them burdens ; Certainly they wonld feare ro bee cruſhed with E 
this weight, neither would withſo muchpaine and perill gape for every promotion; 
Thus he, Bur will it pleaſe you withall, to heare what that pious Cenſor caſts 
the tecthof his owne times ; Solg atierditur gloria, & non pena ; Currityr i clero 
| paſſin, >:. Thedignity only is caredfor, not the duty; Men of all Ages, and ranks 

in the Clergy, learned and unlearned, run to fpirituall Cures, as if they might| 
livetor ver, $7ze cxris, when once they have gotten Cures of ſoules ; Doe you 
| marke well this Propheſie (for ſuch ir might ſeeme) of the Oracle of Clareve# * 
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Noab's Dove. 


Would roGod this were nor the very diſeaſe of ourtinies. There be ſome delicate 
peeces that thruſt themſelves into far benefices; onely that they may make much of 
one ; and give themſelves over to their pleaſure, and eaſe ; Even of thoſe mouthes 
which are ſacred ro God, there want not ſome, which our of a wanton cuſtome 
ſayonroftnothing bur Indian ſoot ; and rake more pleaſure to put forth a cloud of 
{moake, than the thundrings and lightnings of the Law : ſome negligent paſtor- 
lings there are, which have more heed to their owne hides, than to the ſoules of 
their people. I ſpeake plaine truth, ina plaine faſhion, #4s 2vd2, as that faithfull 
monitor profeſſcs. | 
Howſoeyer,I beſeech you, brethren, ſuffer your ſelyes tobe ſtirred with this poore 
ſpeech of mine : Eyen ſleeping lions are wont tobe awakened with the ſting of agnar. 
Are theſe the Operations,the diverſities whereof call God their Father?God indeed, 
but Dexm tentrem ; that beaſtly deity,rhe belly ; I rremble to adde the reſt,bur I muſt; | 
whoſe glory is their ſhame, whoſe end is damnation. Is it now time forus to play, 
and keepe holy-day ? Behold twocruell enemiesare upon us, Impietie and ſaperſti- | 
tion, and doe we either fit ſtill with our hands folded, or riſe, and ina wilfull care- 
leſnefſe open the gates to our enenne ? That ſoveraigne Maſter of ours the great 
Houſholder of the world, when he was to goe forth intoa farre Countrey, yearather, 
when he was to returne to his owne everlaſting countrey and Ours, committed to 


22io; Traffique till I come , Loe he bade us Negotiari, not zepotari; Totrade, not to 
trifle, to labour, not to deboſhe. And is this the trafique which he requires, to ſeeke 
our owne,to take oureaſe.to ſay nothing,todoe worſe? No, theſe are thoſe uncleane 
napkins rather, wherein we haye ſlothfully hid the Talents, which we ſhould have | 
improved to the gaine ofour Maſter,by putting them intothe hands of the Exchan- 
gers. That awfiull Judge of heaven andearth will be ſure upon his returneto call us | 


ſilence, as Ambroſe wittily > What ſhall wee wretched creatures thenanſwer for our 
ſelves ?. Where ſhall we appeare ? Ir isa fearefull word, O evill ſervant, but more | 


ſoules, by the bowels, yea by the wounds, and precious bloud of Jeſus Chriſt, by that 
deyour to ſer forth and accompliſh your miniſteries with all holy operations; Preach: 


and dofrine. Letevery of us ſtudy to approve himſelfe unto God, alabourer that 
| ſhall notbe aſhamed, anda right divider of the Word of Truth; Oh fweer Word.' 
and ſuch as in compariſon whereof the very harmony of heaven ſounds harſhly, Well 
done good ſervant;thou haſt beene fairhfull ina little, enter into thy maſtersjoy.Oh | 
let it beour onely ambition, deare brethren, that we may once .heare this Word ; 
Let us workethat which God hath commanded, and God ſhall be ſure to crowne 
that which we have wrought. So 
Yeaand ye(Honored Fathers) whoare this day met toconſult of the weighty af- 
faires both of Church and Common: wealth, Work now ; If ever ye have wrought: 
heretofore,ifeyerye will worke hereafter, Now worke ; A large doore and effeCtual] 
isopened unto you, and many adverſaries, ye ſee how audacions Will-worſhip hath| 
of late ſerupon'us ; how proudly the Tr identine faith hathadvanced her creſt, and] 
| hath- dared to flic fiercely inthe very face of the Goſpell : The Romiſh forces pur 
themſelyesopenly intoarray,and havedared to ſound not analarum onely,bur(which 
no wiſe man knowes whether he ſhould more ſtampe at or ſcorne) a victory : They | 
preſume to ere here amongſt usan Hierarchy emulous to yours, andinthertime of 
your life, and health, and vigor, appoint what heires ſhall ſucceed m your Seas: 
What wiſe ſpeRator can thinke this indignity tobe endured? Is this to be ſmoorhe- 
redin ſilence? Isthis tobe any longer winked at ? Rouſe vp your ſelyes, Oye holy 
Fathers, ifthere beany ardorof Piety in your breſts,and deſtroy this Tyberine Mon- 
ſter, (Popery, Lmeane)withthebreathof your mouthes: and what ever grace and 


every one of us one talent at the leaſt, to ſome more ; and bade ns, Negotiamini duzy | 


ro an account ; which if we mult give for our idle words, why not alſo for our idle | 
fearefull that which followes, Bring himhither, andkill him before me ; Oh then,ler | 
me intreat you, let me adjure you, brethren, by the deare reſpe& to your owne | 
dreadfull Tribunall, before which we mult all, one day, ſtand, that you carefully en- 


che Word, be inſtant, in ſeaſon ,our of ſeaſon, reprove,exhort with all long ſuffering | 
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authority yee have with our Gratious King, with the Peeres, and commons ofthis x 


Realme, improve itall wich your beſtprayers and counſels, torheutter extermjn $ 

tion of Idolatry, to the happy victory, and advancement of the ſincere Trurh if 
God. Tels 

And thus ye ſee with how ſwift apace I haverun over theſe Operations, Miniſteries 
Gifts, and the diverſities ofthem all; One thing one!y remaines to bee duly conſige. 
red of us; and that is, That all theſe Miniſteries, Gifts, Operations, doe flow from one 
andthe ſame, Spirit, Lord, and God; This Trinity from an Unity ; Wherein yee 
eaſily diſcoyer the Emphatfis to lie not ſo much in the Author, as in the Identity; 
(7 «3)Iſhall nottherefore in the remainder ofmy diſcourſe proſecute, either the 
wonderfull wiſdome, ofabſoluteperfeCtion, or the bountiful liberality of God, bur 
rather drive my ſpeech ro the confiderationof the Unity of this gratiousgiver of a1] 
rtheſe. 

Wee filly men, in the height ofour bounty, beſtow ſome one favour upon ſome ; 
one Subject ; Bur this one God hath beſtowed all upon all, and upon every one 
ſome: Neither may we conceive of any other, whether fountame,or Ocean of 000d; 
And why hath our Apoſtle ſo carefully beaten upon this point ; urging not ſo much 
the beneficence, as the unityof the Giver ? Surely,as Sa/wmero gueſſes well, ut ſchiſma- 
tra radices evelleret, thathe might pull up the roots of ſchiſmes : For if there were gi. 
vers givers, there mightbe ſomereaſon tor every ſect to ſtand for the author ofhis 
owne gift, of his owne miniſterie ; But now, that one and rhe ſame Spirit hath gi- 
ven to eyery onetheſe divers gifts, that one and the ſame Lord hath appointed to 
every one theſe divers miniſteries, thatone and the ſame God hath diſtributedto 
every one theſe divers operations; Why ſhould not all theſe gifts, miniſteries, ope- 
rations unanimouſly conſpireto the glory of that one giver and founder of them all?|C 

Certainly, every thing here ſounds of unity : The Church is an intirebody(asour 
Apoſtle ſpeakes ſoone after)we are members of it : One man 1s an eye, another, an 
eare, athird isatongue ; One isa palate, another an hand, another a foot; yeaoneis 
a Thumbe, another a little finger, or (if lower yet) a joint of that ſmall limme ;We 
muſt all concurre in our defiresand endeyours to the conſtirution, and maintenance 
of this one bodie ; Whoſoeyerhe be that doth otherwiſe, hee is juſtly found guilty, 
not onely of the violation of the publike weale, bur of Divine Unity ; Andnow, 
O ye Reverend Fathers, Ifindemy ſelfe entred into a pleaſing and ample common 
place ; and ſuch a one, as whereinT could wiſh with Peter to fix the Tabernacle ofmy 
abode : Would to God your leiſure conld allow you to walkealong with mea while| | 
thorow theſe. fivect, and flowrie Meades of Unity, and happy conſpiration of| | 
thoughts ; And yetT ſhall not ſomuch bend the refidue ofmy ſpeech to the praiſe]D 
ofunity, (to what purpoſe were that waſte ' as to the neceſſary vindication ofit 
| from the unjuſt challenges ofthe enemies of peace. | 
\ Itjsan heavy crime, and, of all other, the moſt hainous, wherewith we are char- 
| ged by the Romaniſts, That we are fallen off from the Catholick Church, that we 
have rent the ſeamleſſe coat of Chriſt, yea broken his bones, and rorne his very 
| body in peeces, whereofifwe were indeedguilty, how unworthy were we tobreath 
in this aire, how moſt worthy of the loweſt Hell? But we call heaven and earthto' 
record, how unjuſtly this calumny is caſt uponus, yea, we proteſt before Godand| 
men, that the envie ofthis ſo foule a crimination lights moſt juſtly upon the heads of 
the accuſers. May it pleaſe you, tohearea ſhort Apologne ; A certaine man invited 
to afeaſt one or two of his friends, entertained them bountifully ; They fate roge- 
ther lovingly, they ate together, and were merry one withanother ; In the ſecond| 
courſe (as the cuſtome is) the Maſter offereth them wine, ſets before them an apple: 
nowa worme had ſomewhart eaten the apple, and a ſpider by chance had fallen 1nto 
thecup; The gueſt ſees and balksit; The Maſter urgeth him ; Why doc younot 
eat, quoth he, why drinke you not? Idarenort, faiththeother, tis nor ſafe to doe| 
either; ſceſt thounorthis vermine in the cup, and that in rhe apple? Tuſh, faith rhe 
Maſter,what ſogreat matter is this?It was I thar ſet this before thee ;It was I that be- 
2an tothee inthe other; Drink it,cat it,at leaſt for my ſake. Bur, ſuffer me firſt(rep!s 
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the gaeſt )ro take our this ſpider, rocut ont this wore; the wine, the apple likes 
me well enough; the ſpider, the worme I cannot away with; Away with ſuch over- 


low, that dot ſo little regard my friendlhip, ſo contemne my cheere ; and with that 
inarage, throwes the platters and pots 1n the yery face of his gueſt, and thruſts him 
out of doores all wounded. Tell me now, I beſeech you, worthy Auditors, whether 
of theſe violares the lawes of hoſpitality? I dare fay, you have ealily applied it before 
me; There wasatime when we fare together in afamiliar manner with theſe Ro- 
maniſts, and fared well ; The ſpider in the cup, The worme in the apple, what elſe 
be they, but ſuperſtition in their worſhip, rotten and unwholſome traditions in their 
faith ? without theſe, the Rehgion pleaſeth us well : But they will needs Impcrtu- 
nately thruſt rheſe nponus, and we refuſing,are therefore ſcorn-d, ſpitupon, beaten, 
and caſt out ; Had they bur given us leave to take our this ſpider, thisworme, we had 
{till eaten, and dranke together moſt gladly : They obſtinately reſiſted, andprefer'd 
their owne hcad(trong willto our good and ſafety ; nay, they repellus with repro- 
ches, ſtrike us with their thundering Anathemaes, condemne usto the ſtakes; what 
ſhould we doe 1n this caſe > Heare, oh heavens, and hearken oh earth, and thon Al- 
mighty God, the Maker andGovernor of themboth, ſuffer thy ſelfe, and thy glori- | 
ous ſpirits to be called to the teſtimony of our innocencie, We are compelled, we 
are driven away from the Communion of the Church of Rome; They forced us to} 
goe fromthem, who departed firſt from themſelves. | 

We have willingly departed from the communion of their errors, from the Com- 
munion of the Church we have not departed ; Let themrenounce their erroneous 
dodrine, we imbrace their Church ; Let them bur caſt away their ſoule-flaying Tra- 
ditions,we will communicate with them in the rightof one and the ſame Church, 
and remaine ſo for ever. 


But,alas, I muſtbe forced tocomplaine,and thatnot without extremegriefe of hear, 


nice andcurious companions (quoth he againe )Fy upon thee, chouungratefull &1- | 


- ; wy ey "_ — — 6 
| Noab's Dove. | A 
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how that it cannot be determined, whether thoſe that boaft themſelves for Catho: 
likes,be greater enemies to Truth, or to Charity. To Truth, in that they have of late 
forged new errors, and forced themupon the Church; To Charity,in that they have } 
not ſtuck to condemne the adverſe part, and to brand them with the black marke 
of Herefie. I will ſpeake ( ifyoupleaſe) moreplainly ; Three maner of waiesdoe' 
theſe Romaniſts offend againſt Charity. Firſt; that they will net remit any thing 
either of their moſt convicted opinion or vicious practice : no not for peace fake. 
Secondly. that for Articles of Chriſtian faith, they pur upon the Ehurch certaine 
opinious of their owne, falſe, doubtfull, and uncertaine. peculiar onely tothe 
Schooles, which doeno whit touch the foundation of Religion. And laſtly, thatif 
they meer with any faithfull and ſound monitors, which doe never ſolittle gainſay 
theſe new Articles, they cruelly caſt them out of the boſome of the Church, and 
throw them headlong into Hell: Away withtheſe ſchiſmaticks. flereticks, Atheiſts: } 
Iwis the Proteſtants haveno Church, no faith, no ſalvation. Good Lord, what fury,” 
whar frenzy diſtempers Chriſtians; that they ſhould be ſo impotently malicious a- 


gainſt thoſe., who profeſſe rhemſe]ves to be redeemed by the ranſome of the ſame 
moſt precious bloud? Atlength., Arlength, Oyee Chriſtians, be wiſe, and acknow- | 
ledge thoſe, whom the God and Father of mercies holds worthy of his armes, yea of 
his bowels. Let frantick error bawle what irtliſt, we are Chriſtians, we are Catho- 
licks, the undivided members of one holy. Catholick and Apoſtolick Church ;Let 
us meet at this barre, if you pleaſe ; Ler who will maintaine the plea; Wharisir | 


_— 


lick, Apoſtolick? Is it not one. holy Catholicke Apoſtolick faith? Bue which 1s that? 
Is it not the fame which was delivered by Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, to the whole 
world, and was alwaies and every where approvedthrough all Ages, even unto our 
time2 Wherefore are the Scriptures, whereforethe Creeds,wherefore were the pri- 
mitive Councells,but that there might be certaine marks, whereby Catholicks might 
be undoubtedly diſcerned from Hereticks? You know the Epilogue ofthe Athana- 


Eon. . « « » I , . / m"_ 


which maketha Church? Whar is it which maketh thar Church > One, holy, Catho- | 


{tan Creed, Thisisthe Catholick Faith. Ifwe may beleeve Leo,the heads of all hereſies 
£ | | a_ 
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are quite cut off with this one ſword ofthe Creed; How much more then, with that 
two-edged ſword of the ſcriptures,andofthe Fathers their Interpreter?What then; 
| Thoſe tha: then were Catholicks, can they inany age be condemned for Hereticks; 
No: Faith is alwaies conſtant toit ſelfe, and ſo1s the Church rhar is built upon tha 
| Faith. Did wee ever deny or make doubt of any Article, or clauſe of that an. 
cient Divinity ? Either then Chriſt himſelte, the Apoſtles , Councels, Father: 
erred from the Catholick truth ;or we yet remaine Catholicks. What ever othe; 
opinions we meet withall, concerning Religion, neither make nor matrreit; Say 
they be falſe, ſay they be vicious, they are bur hay and ſtubble, which nothi Ng ap- 
pertaine to the foundation ofthis everlatting frame. The Church may bee either 
more ſound, or more corrupt for them; It cannot be more or lefſea Church ; The 
beauty or deformity ofa Church may conſiſt in them; the ſtrength, the welfare of i 
{doth not : Surely, whoſoever willingly ſubſcribes to the Word of God ſigned in the 
| everlaſting monuments of ſcripture, to the ancient Creeds, to the foure General! 
| Councels,to the common conſent of the Fathers, for ſix hundred yearesafter Chriſt, 
|which we of the reformed Church religiouſly profeſie to doe ; if he may erre in ſmal] 
{points,yet hee cannot be an Hereticke. SOINC particular Church may eaſily offend by 
{impuring hereſie toan undeſerved opinton, whether perhaps true,or lightly errone- 
ous : but neither ſoule, nor Church can greatly erre, while it treads in the lteps 
of the moſt ancient and univerſal : Muſt he therefore, of neceſlity die a Roms 
[niſt, that would die a Catholick? This 15anidle fancie , and worthyof no leffe than 
| Bedlam. 

Give me leave( yeRevyerend Fathers) The blefſed Ghoſt of the moſt holy, andla- 
| teſt Biſhop of this See, interrupts my ſpeech,and charges me not to ſuffer his aſhes ſo 
ſhamefally robe wronged. I can neither be filent for indignation, nor ſpeake for an- 
ger : Irwasnot onely rumor'd, but bookes were caſt abroad over the world, concer- 
ning thereyolt of this worthy and excellent Prelat, reporting, that ar his death, hee 
reconciled himfelfe tothe Church of Rowe,and with many ſighes. renounced theHe- 
refies ofthe Church of Exz/ard : and at laſt being abfolved by a Popiſh Pricſt,{weetly 
ſept in the faith of the Church of Rome; Neither did hisdeparted ſoule want, ſome- 
| where (asis reported) ſuffrages andoblations of Maſſmongers in this behalte ; Oh 
1mmorrall God ! what blaſphemie is here ? Can impudencie it ſelfe, ſo caſt off all 
ſhame, as to raiſe ſo ſlanderous a lie, thus boldly, againſt the credit of ſo many 
| witneſſes, againſt the ſolemne deteſtation of their owne Pricſt, againſt the religious 
| oathes of his neereſt friends, and domeſticke ſervants? againſt the Sermon,and pub- 
like writings of his learned Son ? a ſonne well worthy of ſuch a Father ? Other lies 
| have ſome colour to plead for their credit ; This (beſides boldnefſe) hath noneat 
| all. How many of us ſate by that fairhfull Paſtor of ours then breathing toward his 
| laſt, and received from his dying lips, words of moſt conſtant piety” - And ſomeof 
| you(reverend Fathers) deyoutly received with him, that ſacred. Viaticuw, the laſt 
| bread that ever he taſted, eyenthebread of the Lord ; and were witneſſes ofthe laſt 
| motions of his ſoule, then ready to depart, and breathing toward his heaven. Ours 
helived, Ours he died,'andnow, asours, is crowned in heaven. , Goe on now, Yee 
miſ-zealous; ſpirits ; goeon to lie ſtoutly ; ſomewhat will alwais ſtick faſt to the 
accuſers ; but inthe meane time, it cannot bee truth, that needs the props of 16s 
Onely this by the way. | HIRE: 

: Let the boldeſt Sophiſter of the Romiſh Schoole, come forth now, and if he cal 
for ſhame,lethimundertake to prove that thoſemoſt noted additions ofthe Tridel- 
tine Faith, which only we reject, were received of all the Church, in all Ages, for ne- 

ceſfary heads of Religion :or let him confeſſe(as heneeds muſt)thar we have ſtall con- 
ſtantly perſiſted in the Communion of One, Holy, Catholick Church and faith; Hee 
ſhall eaſily bewray his owne noyelty,bur never ſhall evince any Hereſie of ours.[t158 
| golden faying of Cardinal! Cortarenus ;Hearken I beſeech you, if any 19genuou» {piri 
| of you all bea friend to Rome, Non opus eſt concilio, von ſyllogiſenis ad ſelandas haſee I: | 
| 4erap0rmminurb45,0e.Thre necdsno Councell,(faith he)no Syllogiſmes to alla) thai 


\broyles of the-Lutherans,bur onely charity, humility, anda fincere minde;rhat ben 
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in we have manifeſtly tranſgreſſed. Thus he, Thouart wiſe indeed (O Contarenns) 
would to God thy fellowes were ſo alſo. But we(for{ooth) arc the diſobedijent and 
|rebellious children ofour mother the Church, whoſe commands while we diſdaine 

roreceive, and obey and reverence her decrees, we are enwrapped in a ſhameful 
{chiſme, and ſtricken with the curſes ofan angry Morher. Surely this werean odious 
contumely. Bur tor us; wee have not acknowledg'd her a Mother, a Siſter vee haye: 
But grant we were Sons, yet we are nofſJaves. To forge a new faith, and imperiouſly 
thruſt 1t npon her owne, is not the part of an indulgent parent, bur ofa Tyrant; This 
lawleſſe liberty (we confeſfe) we could never endure, and cherefore are wee openly 
thunder-ſtricken with more than one Anathema. Neither have they otherwiſe dealr 
with us, than that fooliſh tellow in Gerſoz, who being very buſie to drive away a flie 
2 | from his neighbours forehead, braind the man. 

Burlamentye with me {my brethren) che wofull caſe of rhat Church, that hath 
learned to fit her faithto the Times, andis more impatient of a remedy, than ofthe 
diſeaſe. Whilſt they ſo eagerly perſecute us, let us heartily pity them : Andletus 
{till wiſh to rhem, (that which they envie and denie to us; Salvation : Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they doe. 

Our prayers, our teares, our admonitions muſt nor bee wanting : Rerurne to your 
{:lres now at laſt (ohye Chriſtian ſoules) Rerurne, from whence you have ſenſibly 
| declined ; Recover your fir{t love,your firſt works. Suffer not your [clvesany longer 

tobe mocked with the glorious title of a Church. Frame your ſelyes to that holy Uni- 
ty which hitherto you have ſo ſtifly reſiſted, which if once we might live to ſee ef- 
fected, you ſhould well find (as it runs in the law ofthe twelve Tables) that there- 
covered ſhould withus have the ſame privileges with the healrhfull. Behold weare 
gy (asour gracious and peaceable King Tames pioully undertooke) to meet you 
alre WAY. 

Bur if they ſhall ſtill obſtinately caſt off all hope of Unity,and being ſet on fire with 
the hatred of peace, ſhalt goe on to delight chemſelyes onely, in the alarum of their 
ſacred Trumpet (as they call it) why ſhould rot wee, religiouſly and entirely keepe 
peace among our ſelyes ? I ſpeake to all the Sonnes of the purer Church whereſoever 
diſperſed, we profeſſe rhis Church ofours by Gods grace reformed : Reformed (I 
ſay)not new made,as ſome emulons ſpirits ſpightfully ſlanderus. For me ; I am ready 
to linke to the very ground, when I heare that hedge-row reproach, Where was your 
Religion before Luther? Where was your-Church ? Heare, oh ye 1gnorant, Heare, oh 
yeenvious Caviilers, we deſired the reformation of an old Religion,not the formati- 
on of anew. The Church accordingly was reform'd, not new wrought. It remaines | 
therefore the ſame Church it was before, bur onely purged from ſome ſuperfluous 
and pernicious addicaments of error. Is1t anew facethat was lately wathed ? anew 
garment that 1s but mended ? a new houſe that 1s repaired ? Bluſh, it yec have any 
ſhame, who thus ignorantly, and malicioufly caſt this inour tecrh. | 

Goe to now(my brethren) weare by Gods grace reformed, let us take heed leſt 
we be deformed againe by mutuall difſentions ; This is that which weakens,and lames 
us, and which laies us open to the inſulting triumphs of our Adverſaries. Yer(leſt | 
wee ſhould ſeemeto give too much way toa ſpightfullſlander)thelſe jarres of ours are 
not {© grear, as our enemies either deſire, or clamour. Certainly, what difcords ſo- 
ever hitherto have troubled us, wee are beholding to none other for them, butro 
theſe our kinde enemies, whoupbraid us with'them : For if they had but reacht forth | 
-|untous anhelping hand in due time, and joyntly conferd their endevours(which 

then behooved them)for the reforming of the Church, all had runne ſquarely on; 
There had been nojarres,no grudgings, noparts takings : But they ſtifly refuſed and | 
by their frowardneſſe, and pertinacie, cauſed this ſo weighty a taske tobe caſt upon 
ome few : and thoſe both weake, unable, andalrogetherunfit for ſuch a charge. Ir 
could not therfore be otherwiſe,but that the opinions of ſome ſingle men,not conferd 

together. in fach abuſineſſe, maſt needs ſomewhart differ.But thanks be ro thee, O bleſ- 
{ed God, the Author of peace, thar haſt vouchſafed by thy ſpirit ſo to bridle the 
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PER rn . x" © TO By ATP Tag am nn ORR, 
diſtemperateaffe&tions of men, that their bufie ſpirits being ſtirredup haye nothe;. 
led forth inro more fearefull diviſions. JIA 

Bur what are theſe ſo great difſentions, andblowes of bloudy warre, which 
adverſaries ſo cry out upon ? Forſooth, rather than want, they can faine nameieg 
:&s to themſelves ; And where they can finde the leaſt difference in the wa - 
any obſcure Author of ours, preſently they cry out,new ſchiſmes, new fetts, Wha 
malice is this ? what eager deſire of multiplying quarrells? If it had beene ra. 
ſo ſmall hides had nor ſerved to containe the Volumes of Augaſtine, Epiphaniy,, pj; 
latins : there hadnor beene fewer ſetts, than teachers fince the publiſhin ofthe | 
Goſpell. Bur ler us paſſe overthe number, and come to the weight. Ler the maje, 

as prattle what they will ; With ſome of ours, the controverſie isnot about a 
li lims of Chriltian Faith, but one]y of the very skin ; with ſome orh 


1 


 ]blefſed concord. What quarrells aroſe at the Councell of Epheſus, betweene Cyrilof 


> . " +LLIETS, NOt 
about the skin, bur the garmentrather, nor abour the garment it ſelfe neither, bur oi: 


the very hem. There are certaine ſ{cholaſticall opinions of a middle ranke, meer: 
Theologicall Corollaries, or perhaps ſome ourward ceremonies, wherein we difſerr 
Principles of Chriſtian Religion thereare not. And withall theſe controyerſics xx 
but ſach, as tharwhen the heat whether zeale, or anger, ſhall abate, andeither Dart 
ſhall well underſtand each other, they will eaſily admit of a Reconciliation. Neit!« 
have theſe very Romaniſts lefſer quarrells amongſt themſelves ; They canrore hid: 
their enmities, nor exerciſe them lefſe. If they bee more wile, they are not mor: 
accordant. Neither is there (I dare fay) any head of Religion, wherein they doe at 
once differ fromus, and agree all with one another. Finally, our differences arens 
greater, than were thoſe of old, among the holy Fathers of the Church, whoſequar- 
rels notwithſtandingare not ſo odioully blazoned by poſterity. TI ler paſſe thepri: 
vate ſcoldings of che Ancients,not without ſome unpleaſing (I had almoſt ſaid mishe-|( 
ſeeming) rartnefſe, I had rather ſet before your eyes (for good-lucke fake) thoſe 
publique altercations of the Churches and Fathers, which afterward ſhut up in 


Alexandria, and Tohn of Antioch The Churches under both, ſtuck not to counterthun- 
der Anathemaes one againſt another; Thereupon Theodoret thruſt in his fickle into 
chis harveſt ; againſt whom Cyr3t/zs(by Evoptizs nſtigation)makesas ſtrong oppoſiti- 
on:Theodoret accuſzth Cyrilof Apollinariſme ; Cyrilaccuſes Theodoret of Neſtorianiſme, 
The flame of rheir rage brake out more and more, and almoſt drew the Chriſtin 
world to parties ; fo that afterwards when Theodoret would have entredthe Councel 
ofChakedon, the Egyptian, and other reverend Biſhops cryed out, Wee muſt caſtout 
Cyril, if we take 11 Theodoret: The very Canons caſt him forth : God abhors him. The 
like was done afterwards in the eighth Aion ; The Biſhops openly proclaiming 
He is an Hereticke, a Neſtorian ; Away with the Heretick. But when the matter 
was well ſcand,and it was found that he willingly ſubſcrib'd to the Orthodox Creed, 
and the Epiſtles of Leo ; The whole Synod with one accord cried out, Theodortt | 
well worthy ofa Seein the Church, Lerthe Church receive her Orthodox Paſtor. 
It is worthy of immortality, that which Gregory Naziarzen recorderh of holy AtW- 
#aſms : The Romans ſeem'd to the Eaſterne Churches to follow the hereſies of 8+] | 
ys in denying three Hypoſtaſes; The Eaſterne likewiſe ſeemed ro the Roman), 
ro favour 00 much of Arrizs,in denying three Perſons ; the quarrell grew hot; The 
came that great diſpenſer of ſoules, and having meekly and mildly calld forth both] | 
'ides betore him, he ſo handledrhe buſineſſe, that granting them the freeuſe of thet| | 
[rormes, he tied them cloſe ro the matter, and ſhewed them a light, whereby the) 
might behold one another : upon this, whithont more adoe, finding rhemlclves 
both, in the right, they fall ro mutuall embracements. Neither would it ſpeed 0 
therwiſe withus, Brethren, (as I doe yerily beleeve) if ſome Athanaſius from Heaven 
wonld burjoyne our hands together. © ne wy 
{ Ohifoncethegates of inteſtine and horrid warres were ſhut up, and the Religions 
Princes, which are the Nurſing-fathers of the reformed Churches, would comms 
by vertue of their aurhority a Synod to be afſembled7as generall as it might)whete 
both parts freely and modeſtly mighrlay forth their opinions, and ſach commu 
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cermes might be agreed upon, as wherein both parts might freely reſt withour pre- 
judice to either : How eaſily then, how happily might theſe grievous ſtirs be quiet- 
ly pacified? Lerus pray forthis{ my Brethren) lertus pray devourly. In the meane 
while let us all ſweetly incline our hearts to peace, andunity. Ler there be amongſt 
us(as S. Auguſtine to Terome ) pure brotherhood ; Neither letus ſuffer our ſelves, | 
upon every {light quirke of opinion, to be diſtrafted, or torne aſunder. Let us tor-| 
get thar there were everany ſuch (in reſped& of the devotion of aSeR) as Luther, 
Melanon, Catoin, Zuineliys, Arminins, orif any other mortall name, for what have 
we to doe with man? Ler us breathe nothing, let us affe& nothing, bur Jeſus Chriſt. 
We Divines are Pleyades, (as Gregory faith wittily) Let us therefore ſhine ſtill to- 


gether, though not without ſome difference of place. Ina Pomegranate are many | 


| grAINeSUN der one rinde ; You knory che myſtery. Let us joyne theſe pomegranates 
roour Bels ; Letusbe loud, bur conſorted. Les usdevore forever, with one heart, 
all our operations, miniſteries, gifts,to one God, the Father, Sonae, and holy Ghoſt; 
roone Head, Chriſt ; one body, the Church; that being waſhed with one Bap- 
riſme, ranſomed with one price, protefſing one Faith, and holding 
the unity of the ſpiritin the bond of Peace, we nuy at laſt 
happily enjoy one,and the ſame Heaven, through 
Jeſus ChriſtourLord : To whom with the 
Farher, and the holy Spirit, be aſcri- 
bed all honour and glory for 
EVErMOre. Amen. 
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GRATIOU $ 
ANDBLESSED 


MOTHER, IHE 


Church of England : 


THE MEANEST OF HER 
CHILDREN DEDICATES. THIS 


HER APOLOGIE, AND WISHETH 
ALL PEACE AND 
HAPPINESSE, 


EFRARFREDS 0 lefſe than a yeare and a halfe is paſt (Re- 
\ YEA FB) verend, Deare, and Holy Mather) fince 
['wrote aloving monitors Letter to * TY 
of thine unworthy Sons ; which ( [beard 


* Smith and 


Robiſon. 


one of them hath waſht off thy Font -water as uncleane, and hath 
written deſperately both againf! T bee and his owne fellowes : 
From the 0%her, I received (not two moneth; fince) a fromack-| 
full Pamphlet , beſides the private injuries t0 the Monitor, ca- 


| 


fling upon thine honourable N ame blaſpbemous imputations of| 


were fled from thee in perſon, in affethion, 
and ſomewhat in opinion : Suppoſmng them 
yet thine in the maine ſubſtance, though 1n 


Poſes Antichriſtianiſme,W boredome, Rebellion : Mine owne 
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AGAINST THE 
BROWNISTS. 


SECTION I|. 


=* F Ti#th and Peace (Zacharizs two Companions) had met in| Tic entrance 
. . ; -| incothe worke 
Fj our love, this Controverſie had never bin; theſeveringot| 2,5. 
Id Ny theſe rwo hath cauſed this ſeparation : for while ſome 
=&Alo{ unquict minds have ſought Truth withour Peace, they 
TP have at once loſt Truth, Peace, Love, us and themſelyes. 
% J God knowes how unwillingly I put my hand to this un- | 
lj kinde quarrell : Nothing ſo much abates the courage of a 
DJ S128 Chriſtian, as to call his Brother Adverſarie : We mult doe 
{| it ; woe be themen by whom this offence conimeth : Yer | xcatch. 18.5; 
by how much the inſaltarion of a brotherly enemie is more intolerable ; and the 
oriefe of our bleſſed mother greater for the wrong of her owne ; So much more 
cauſe I ſee to breake this Glence : If they. will have the laſt words , they may 
not have all. For our carriage to them : They ſay, when Fire, the God of| oo rripug.ex| 
the Chaldees had devoured all the other woodden Deities, that Canopis ſer fern th 6 
upon hima Caldron full of water, whoſe botrome was deviſed with holes ſtopt with | x,cuf. niſl. x. | 
wax : whichno ſooner felt the flame, but gave way to the quenching of rhat furious | cap. 26: 
[doll. If the fire of inordinate zeale, coneeit, contention, have conſumed all orher 
parts in the ſeparation, and caſt forth (more than Nebzcbadnezzars Furnace )from 
| their Amſterdam hither ; it were well if the waters of our moderation and reaſon | 
could vanquiſh, yea abate it :This little Hin ofmine ſhall be ſpent that way : wemay 
try and wiſh, bur not hope it: the ſpirits of theſe menare too well knowne,to adrnir | 
| any expeCtarion of yeeldance. Since yet both for preyention and neceſfary defence, 
this task muſt be undertaken, I crave nothing of my Reader bur patience andjuſtice;|,,., + 
of God, victory to the Truth : as for favour, I with no more thanan enenie would | cerraine godly | 


give againſt himſelfe : With this confidence I enter into theſe liſts, 'and turne my yo againſt 
pen to an Adyerſary, God knowes whether more proud or weake. 
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behold ſuch as they oppoſe too onerlie, ard not without contempt 3 and ſo are oft-times exlolt 11 
to roule upon them as f;01m aloft very weake and weighth ſe diſcourſes, thinking any ſleoht ay; 
ſlender oppoſetion ſu;hiciznt to oppreſſe thoſe underlings, whom they have (as they ſuppoſe at ſo 
ereat an advantage. Vpon this very preſumption # commet hto paſſe, that this Author underta- 
keththns ſolemnly and fe everety to cenſure 4 can ſe, whereof (4s appeareth in the ſequel of the 
diſcourſe) le is utterly ignorant : which had hz been but halfe ſo careful io hav, underſiuod, as 
he hath been forward to cenſure, he wowl2either have beene (I doubt not ) more equall toward; 
i, or more weighty againſt it. ns 

As this Epiſtle is come to mite hands, ſo Iwiſh the anſwer of #t may ceme to the hand; of 
him that occaſioned it : Intreating th: Chriſtian Reader, in the nameof the Lord, partial) 
tobehold without either prejudice of canje, or reſped of per ſon, what is written 02 buth ſedes, and 
ſo from the Court of a ſound Conſcience to give juſt judgement. 


The anſwerers 
PFreamble re- 
crerted,confu- 
red, 


SetcTioN IL 


T is an hard thing even for thoſe that would ſeeme ſober-minded men in cafes 
I of Controverlie, to uſe ſoberly the frownes and diſadvantages of caufes and] 
times : whereby whiles men are dejected and trodden downe,they uſe to behold 
their oppoſites mounted on high, toorepiningly, and not withoutdeſperate envie : 


| 


| * Hier. Mai'c0. 
Presbyt. De c4- 
verny cellula- 
trum damnamis 
orher; inſicco 
& cinere volu- 
zati de Epiſtops 
ſententiam feri. 
mid: Dui facis 
ſub tunica peni- 
rents regius 
ennms,cypr.1.3. 
.9.Hec ſunt 
Viitiaheretico- 
rum,ut pbi pla- 
cean!, ut prepo- 
fiumſuperbs 
tumore contem- 
nant. Hariſon 
once theirs, in 
Pſal-122, of 
Brownes Anti- 
chriſtian pride 
and bitterneffe, 
Bredw. pref.M. 
Brinſley his 
pref.tothe 2, 
part of the 


- Opt at.Mil.dc 
Donat.College 
non'e ritts fo 210» 
liths, fratres 
eftiz,ehc. | 
Diſclaimed by 
.themſelves. 
Anſwer againſt 
Broughton pag. 
21, 


| | 


| 
- 


- 
Lorne - ad _ *» = = So = mt 
22 + ay) Me.” 0 w__ — = —_— 


Warch. | 


and fo are oft-times moved to ſhoot upat them, as from below, the bitter arrowes 
of ſpightfull and ſpleeniſh diſcourſes; thinking any hatefull oppoſition ſufficiently 
charitable, to oppugne thoſe adverſaries, which have them(as they feelc)arſo great 
an advantage : upon this impotent maliciouſneſle, ir commeth to paſſe, that this An- 
ſwerer undertaketh thus ſeverely & peremptorily,to cenſure that charitable cenſure, 
of ignorance, which(as ſhall appeare inthe ſequel[)he either ſimply or willingly un- 
derſtoodnot : andro branda deare Church of Chriſt with Apoſtaſie, Rebellion, 
Antichriſtianiſme : Whatcan be more caſte than to returne accuſations ? 

Your Preamble(with a grave bitternefſe )charges me with, Firſt, Prefumption 
upon advantages : Secondly, weake and weightlefſe diſcourſe ; Thirdly, Ignorance 
of the cauſe cenſured : It had beene madnefſe in mee to write, if I had not pre- 
ſumed upon advantages ; but of the cauſe of the truth, not of the times : Though 
( bleſſed be God) the times favour the truth, and us : if you ſcorne them and their 
favours, complaine not to bean underling : thinke that the times are wiſer than to 
beſtow their favours upon wilfall adyerfaries ; but in ſpight of times, youarenot 
more under us in eſtate, than in conceit above us : ſo we ſay, The Sunne is under a 
Cloud, wee. konw 1t 1s above it. *Would Godoverlinefſe and contempt were not 
yours, even tothem which are mounted higheſt upon beſt deſerc ; and now you that 
have not leatned ſobriety in juſt diſadyantages, tax us, not to uſe ſoberly the advan- 
tages of time: there wasnogall in my pen,no inſaltation,I wrote toyou as brethren, 
and wiſht you companions : there was more danger of Hatterie in my ſtile,than bit- 
terneſſe : wherein uſedI not my advantages ſoberly ? Not in that Ifaid too much, 
but not enough ; Not in that I was too ſharpe, but not weighty enough ; My oppo- 
ſition was not too vehement, but too ſlight and ſlender : So, ſtrong Champions 
blame their adverſarie for ſtriking rooeafily : you might have forborne this fault, it 
was my favour that I did not my worſt : you are worthy of more weight, that com- 
plaineofeaſe. The diſcourſe thatI roll'ddowne upon you, was weake and weight- 
lefſe: you ſhall well finde, this was my lenitie, normy impotence. The fault hereof 
15 partly in your expeQation,not in my letter": T meanr bur a ſhorc Epiſtle,you look't] 
belike for a yolume, or nothing ; I meant only a generallmonition ; you look't fora) 
folid proſecution of particulars : Ir is not for you rogive raskes toiothers pens. By 
what Law, muſt we write nothing but large Scholaſticall Diſcourſes ? Such Tomes 
as Yours : May we not touch your ſore, unlefſe wee will launce and ſearch it? 
I wasnot enough your enemie ; forgive me this error, and you ſball ſmart more : 
Bur notonely my omiſſions were of igrorance, bur my cenſares, though ſevere 
and folemne : An eafie imputation from fo great a controuler :-I pardoa you. 
and take this as the common lot of enemies. I neyer yet could ſee any RAD 
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en Apologte againſt Browni/ts. 5:0 
ſounlearned,as that he durlt not charge his oppoſite with ignorance. If Dr Whitaker | $1 whe, | 
Mr Perkins, M* G pfford, and that Oracle of our preſent times, Dr Andrewes, went awa 'G e Sov og 
content with this livery from yours; how can I repine ? IF I have cenſured what norant Pricit, | 
-aufe I knew not, let me be cenſured for more than ignorance, impudencie : bur if you ood et of 
cnow not whar I cenſured(let all my rruſti{yeon this iſſue)take both ignorance, bold- | *#-He:cbaxy. | 
neſc,and malice to your ſelfe: Is your cauſe ſo myſticall,that you can feare any mans| 59799: 
i210rance ? Whar Cobler or Spinſter hath nor heard of the maine holds of Brow- 
niſme ? AmI onely a ſtranger in Hierufalem ? IfI know not all your opinions, par- 
don me : your owne have not recetvedthis illumination, I ſpeake boldly, nor your M.Spr. Conſide- | 
ſelfe; Every day brings new concetts, and not one day teaches, bur corrects anorher: |;;;. 5h 4 ho 
you muſt be more conſtant to your ſelyes,ere you can upbraid ignorance,oravoid it. | jn; los dies 1. 
But whether I knew your prime fancies,appeares ſufhciently by a particular diſcourſe; | 77 al14#044- 
which above a yeare ſince was in the hands of ſyme of your Clyents, and I wonder if as 
not in yours: Shortly;am IT ignorant?If I were obſtinate roo, you might hope(with the | 
nextgale)for me,your more equa'l adverfary,at Amſterdam. AsT am;my want of care | 
and skill, ſhall (Lhope)loſe nothing of the truth by you, nor ſuffer any of your foule | 

aſperſions upon the face of Gods Church and ours. rxeh 


But whiles we ſtrive, who ſhall be our Judge? The Chriſtian Readers: who are thoſe? | "Bur confer. '-þ 
Prefame not, ye more zealousand forward Countreymen, that you are admitted to | Htcbmſh 


s . £ - fol-1 Browne 
this Bench:ſo farre are we meereEnglith, from being allowed Judges of them, that | Eftarcofrrue | 


they have already judged us tobe no * Chriltians;We are Goats and Swine,no ſheep | Civians, 


of God: ſince then none but your Parlour in the Weſt, and Amſterdam, muſt be our Pe 


- true Chriſliany 
Judges, who(lI beſeech you) ſhall beour adverſaries? God be Judge betwixr you and | againſt che D, 


us,and correct this,your unchriſtian uncharitableneſke. D.ot Oxford, 
Tohnſ.againſt |} 

Iacob pam. Bars 
OB P, againlt Gyffurg. 


__— 
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The crime here objeGed is ſeparation, a thing very odiows in the eyes of all them from whomit \* The partes 
is made : as evermore caſting upon them the imputation of evill, whereof all men are impatient: | \"<2ro, and | 


F heir crjimcs 
And hence it commeth to paſſe, that the Church of England cas better brooke the witeſt perſons To phgacs b 


and M.R9b. 


L ay < bEs * 
. 
CP EENPTECIIT "I 
* 4 FP " 4 mo ; ” = 4 _ 
Pn "Y - [fn nf LY & we : 4 > a. ww hp. \s = —""” wt 6; EXE . 
SENS. BP > x; IF DRE 3 £+ < oe Ti: We ns. y Yo A 
pap mn dd wag kr dad hen e Þ. _ C o _—. 2 bo . "ISS ,-- Ne" PR. * >. Eons oO 
bg = w—_—_ hw - _ - I - : I 7 " - - 
he - _ _—_ 7 : POI—_ ———_ A OE 
oe —_ pradgns __ = 6 od —— - s Pg _—_— y—__—_— _— — s Pe —_ —_ w_ ; I 

_ mr pet ye . 

x + =” © « ”» . Foun ae 3 hr a mm, p 

pan "——gy of ate as 


7 Ts << 
 - + Thu y—-= 
>, Sax® FS. : 


"8 
” SE -a II ; % 4 , - ” « 
_ 4 4 - - a oo o - —- {>——_— ww _- wed - 
ee ee ee nol -Lptooreo bc _—_ = -- ——— _— - Cn need 
. Sy - n 999, "ut - o - - 
, 4. # x 


continuing communionwith it, than any whomſoever ſeperating from it, thouzh upon never ſo| ® | 
weſt ard well grounded reaſons. Ring-leaders | 


of the [are (ec 
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Tien: not to * you alone: what is become of your partner, yea, your Guide? Woe where 
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Beaſt, written 
is me, he hath renounced our Chriſtendome wich our Church: and hath waſher off | ®Y #-Smith. 


his former water,with new : and now condemnes you all, for not ſeparating fur- _ 


! 6 Be itknowne 
ther,nolefſe than wee condemne you for ſeparating ſo farre. As if you could not bce | thoreforeroall } 


enough out of Babylon,unlefle you be out of your ſelves. Alas,miſerable Countrey- mh ſeparation, | 


. » . . » n thar WC Aac- 
men,whither run you?Religion hath bur his height, beyond which 1s error and mad- | coung WI 


nefſe : hee tels you true, your ſtation is unſafe; eicher you muſt forward to him, or |*<!P<of their 
back to us. | | poppe 

l objected ſeparation toyou : yet not ſo extremeas your anſiver bewrayes : a late |Hatlorzas ci- | 
ſeparation,not the firſt ; my charity hoped you leſſe ill, than you willneeds deſerve: therher Mo». | 


5 - " , - . . - . ther the 
you grant it odious, becaule it caſts imputation of evilupon the forſaken: Ofevil?yea |Church of En-f 


of the worlt an eſtate incurable 8& deſperate.He is an ill Phyſitian, that will leave his j324or her | 


R a . . Grand- rh- 
Patientupon every diſtemper:his departure argues the diſeaſe helpleſſe; were we but Rome cher 


faulty,as your Land-Lord Churches,your own rules would not abide your flight.Y3g. |*rzo baptiza- 
Iobnſon Preface to his inquiry; Eſey 5- 20. Hence the Church of England juſtly marches | nad Loon _ 
Separatiſts with the vileſt perſons.God himſelfe doth fo : whoare more vile than pa- 


erucifigit. De | 
trons of evill?yet no greater woe is to them that ſpeake good of evill, than thoſe that conſecr diſt. qe | 


| . / . . - 2 EUN , | 
ſpeak evill of good : Sowiſe Generals puniſh mutinous perſons, worſe than Robbers = a 


or Adulterers:So * Coraband his company(a Story cunning]ly turned upon ns by your fe ſeparation 


Martyr) for their oppofition to ® Moſes,were more fearfully plagued, than the Idola- Po tie | 
trous Iſraelites. Theſe ſins are more dire&ly againſt common ſociety, the other-more |Liſcofthis | 
perſonal:& if both have like iniquity; yer the former have both more offence, &more NN. = 
| ger: Andifnot fo, yet who cannotrather brook a lewdſeryant, than an undutifull |>z 94.32.30. 
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Exgd 13.12, 
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| Church of England thinkes her ſelfe Gods Church, as well as your Saints of Amſter. A 


| earth. 


-[faulty) Chriſtians, into a purer Church. That I may here atonce forall give lightto 


A n fpologie apainſt Broyniſts. : Me ru 


fonne,though pretending faire colours for his diſobedience?Ar leaf t,youthinke (1 * 


dam.You that ſo accurſe Apoſtaſie in others, could you expect, ſhe ſhould brocke ir 
in you? 

Bur yonr reaſons are juſt and well grounded:every way ofaman is right in his Owne 
eyes; Said wenot well,thatrhou arta Samarirane, and halt a Devill, ſay the ewes) 
What Schiſme ever did not think well of it ſelte? For us:we call Heaven and earthto 
record, your cauſe hath no more juſtice than your felyes have charity. 


| 
* 


Snp. 


Andyet ſeparation from the World, and ſo from the mew of the World, and ſo from tle v1; ay 
of the World that reigneth in them ,and ſo from whatſoever zs contrary to God, is the firſt tepy 
our communion with God, and Angels, and good men , as the firſt ſiep to a ladder isto leg, the 


SpcTrion IV. 


| Etthere is acommendable and happy ſeparation from the World. from the 
F' Prince and men of the World,and whatſoever 1s contrary to God:who doubrs 
it 2 There were no Heaven for us without this, no Church, which hath her 

name given by her Father and Husband,of calling out from other.Our of the #g 
of the World doth God call his ſonnes :But this ſeparation is into the viſible Church 
from the World ; not(as yours)out of the Church, becauſe of ſome particular mix. 
tures with the World : or(if you had rather takeit of profeſſion)out of the Worldof 
Pagans and Infidels, into the viſible Church ; not out of the World of true (though 


[this point of ſeparation : wee find in Scripture a ſeparation either to good, or from 
evill: Togood- ſo the Levites were ſeparated from among the childrenof Iſrael, to 
beare the Arke,and to miniſter:ſo the firſt borne, firſt fruits, and Ciries of refuge: $9 
Pant was(d6neowines)ſeparated, which ſome would have allude tohis Phariſaiſine, but 
hath plaine reference to Gods owne words (A&s 13. 2.) Separate mee Barnabas and 
Saul: Thoughthis is rather a deſtination toſome worthy purpoſe, than properly 
called ſeparation. | 

From evill,whether fin or ſinners : From finne; ſo every foule muſt eſcheyevill, 
whether of do&rine or manners, and diſclaime all fellowſhip with the unfruitfull 
works of darkneſſe, whether in himſelte or others. So S. Pal charges us to hold that 
which is good, and abſtaine fromall appearance of evill : ſo Zrexry 1s charged to ſepa- 
rate the precious(dodrine or practice)from the vile. From ſinners, not only praftiſed 
by God himſelfe(to omit his eternall and ſecret Decree, whereby the Elet are ſepa- 
rated from the Reprobate) both in his gracious vocation, ſequeſtring them from na- 
ture and fin,as alſo in his execution of judgement, whether particular,as ofthe Iſrae- 
lites from the Tabernacles of Coyaþ; or univerſall and finall, of the Sheepe from the 
Goats; But alſo enjoyned from Codto men, in reſpect either of our affettion, orof 
our yoke, and familiar ſociety, whereof Saint Pax{: Be not unequally yoked with Tnfidels, 
Come out from amone them and ſeparate your ſelves. In all this we agree: Inthe laticudeof 
thislaſt only we differ:I find you call fora double ſeparation, A firſt ſeparation inthe 
gathering of the Church: A ſecond in the menaging of it: The firft at our entrance 1n- 
co the Church,the ſecond in our continuance: The firſt of the Church, from Pagans 
and Worldlings,an initiatory profeſſion; The ſecond of lewd men from the Church 
by juſt cenſares ; You ſpeake confuſedly of your owne ſeparation;one while of both, 
another while of either ſingle. For the firſt, either confeſſe ic done by our Baptiſme, 
or el{e you ſhall be forced to hold, wee muſt rebaptize : But of this Conftitutive 
ſeparation anon. For the ſecond of ſinners, whether in judgement, or life, ſome are 
more groſle, hainous, incorrigible : others lefſe notorions,and more tractable : thoſe 
other muſt be ſeparated by juſt cenſares; not theſe. WhicKcenſares if they be neg- 
lefted,the Church is foule,and(in your Paſtors word)faulty,and therfore cals for our 
reares, not for our flight. Now of Churches faulty and corrupted, ſome raze the 


i JO" CCCEETICS 


—— _ Ld 


foundation, | 


— 


_—TY 


| i — 

en Apologie againſt Browniſts. 531 
A | foaandation,others on the true foundation build timber,hay,ſtubble : from thoſe wel © CET 
maſt ſeparate,fr om theſe we may not. Peters rulc is ercrna!l, 121ther (hall wee pee from | 1016.68, 
the 2 thou haſt th: words of eternall life: where theſe words arc found, woe be to us, if 
web2 not found. Among(t many good ſeparations then, yourscannor bee (eparated 
from evill,for that we ſhould fo farre ſeparate from the evill, that therefore we ſhould 
ſeparate from Gods children inthe communion of the holy things of God, rhat for 
ſome(after your worſt Jone)not fundamentall corruptions, we ſhould ſeparare from | 
chit Church, in whoſe wombe we were conceived, and from betwixt whoſe knees we | vg F 
fell ro God : ina word, (as one of yours once {aid ) to ſeparate nor only from viſible of Sin anatnſt. 
evill, bar from viſible good, asall Antichriſtian : who bur yours can thinke leflethan | Holy 
abſurd and impious? Grant,we ſhould be cleane ſeparated from the world; yet if we "I 
b- not,muſt you be ſeparated from us? Doe bur ſtay till God have eparated 15 from 
himſelfe : will the wiſe Husbandman caſt away hi Corne-heap for the chaſfe and | weque proprer 
da(t? Shall the Fiſher calt away a good draught, becauſehis Drag-net hath Weeds > [alam rim 
Dot'1 God ſeparate from the fairhfull fonle, becauſe it hath ſome corruptions OY | or Shi 
Inmares, thongh not her commanders? Certainly,if you could chorowly ſeparate the propeerpiſte 
World from you, you would never thus ſeparate your ſelves from us:Begin ar home I | 
ſeparate all (elfe-love,and ({elte-will,and uncharicablencſle from your hearts,and you ni un-epifa, 
cannot but joyne with that Church, from which you have ſeparated : Your Doftor | 4!/»-Coun- 
would perſwade us, you ſeparate from nothing, bur our corruptions : you are hone- one Los 
| ſter,and grant it from our Church:1it were happy for you, it he lied not; who in the 

next page confutes himſelfe, ſhewing that you ſ{cparare from us, as Chriſt from the 
Samaritans,namely from the Church, not the corruptions onely ; and not as hee did | Counterpoy- 
from the Jewes,namely from their corruptions,not fromtheir Church: Hismemory | £2-P3S7:X8. 
favesour labour,and marres his diſcourſe, HE 
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OED. 


The ſeparation we have made inreſþe# of our knowledge, axd obediencegis indeed lite; and 
new : yet ts it inthenature andcaviſes thereof as ancient as the Golþef,which was firſt founded 
inthe enmity which God bimſelfe put betwixt the ſeedof the Woman, and the ſced of th: Ser- 
pent, Gen. 3.1 5. which enmity hath not onl ybeene ſucceſſroely continued, but alſo viſibly mas 
nifeſted by the aFuall ſeparation of all true Churches, from the world in their cefleion and 
conſtitution, before the Law, under the Law, and under the Goſpel, Gen. q.13,14.16. 6. 
1,2. 7.1.7 with 1Pet.3,20.12. © 12.2, Levit. 20.24-26, Nehem.g.2, Ioh. 17.14. | 
16, Acts 2:40. 19.9. 1 Cor. 6.17. FT: 
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Et, if not equity, 1t were well you could plead age : This your eparation IN | The anciquity 

the nature and cauſes of it(you ſay) is no lefle ancient rhan the firit inſtituti- |and exwples 

on of enmity betwixt the two ſeeds: you might have gone a lirtle higher,and | 140m: 
have ſatd,than our firſt Parenrs running from God in the Garden,o: their ſeparation 
from Godby their ſinne:But we take your time, & ealily beleeve thar this your late 
ſeparation was founded upon that ancient enmity of the {ecd of theSerpent with the 
Womans. That ſubtill devil, vchen he ſaw theChurch breath from the perſecutions of | Euf6.MiP;Ecct.! 
Tyrants,vexed her no lefle with her owne diviſions ; ſeeking thatby fraud, which by cs 
violence he could not effect;Hznce all the fearfull Schiſmes of the Church, whereof 
yours is part. This enmity hath not only beene ſucceſſively continued, bur alſo tov 
viſibly manifeſted by the a&tuall (but wilfull) ſeparation of Heretikes and Sectaries. 
from the Church in all ages : But I miſtake you; yours is as ancient as the Goſpell : | 
Whatthat Evangelium ereriium of the Friers? whoſe name they accurſedly borrowed |, 

| . Sy |  #teA ACA. FE - Wen, Steh. A- 

from Revel.14.6.Or that EvangeliumRegni ofthe Eamiliſts? Or that Evangelzum aliud, | Herod Fox. | 
wherof Saint Paul taxeth his Galatian??None of all theſe;you fay:bur as that Goſpel] [4 © 39% 
of Peace, of Truth, of Glory ; ſoancient, and never knowne till Bolton, Barrow, and bay cons 
BrownezCould it eſcape all the holy Prophets, Apoſtles;Doftors of the old, middle, [zph(67- 
and latter world,and light only upon theſe your three Parriarchs? Perhaps, Novatzs |* y-+-ſ-" 1 
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or Dozatus (thoſe Saints with their Schooles) had ſome little glimpſe of ir ; but this | gia,6,anm, 
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perfection of knowledge is but late and new : So many rich Mines have lien longag. y 
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| 11d. Preface to 
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pe 
Deſcription of 
thertrue viſible 
Church. ; 
Nihil autem m- 

ram fie ex ipſ- 
ue tnfirumento 

| aptentur arghu- 

me ita,cum v- 

! por teat hercſcs 
eſſe,qus eſſe XO0R 

poſſurt,ſi non & 

\ perperam $citp- 
TH intellig 

poſſunt.Tertul. 

| de Reſurredt. 

i Ibid, 

? SOBarrow 
rermes Maſter 
Gy ffords Refur. 
Pagel, 

St Chriſtian 

Iudaice preva- 
ricanti carnalte 
ter comungalnr, 
4 £811M11100e 
Ecclefie ſegre- 

getur.Dift.28. 

| q-I.Caue © Cops 

| Bquit Indaice, 

&c.1 Pet.3-19. 

2 Pet.,l.5. 


knowne,and great partzofthe World have been diſcovered by late Venturers, Ifth 
comſe haye come late to your knowledge and obedience,not {oro others: For oe . 
was praQtiſed ſucceſſively in the conſtitution and collection of all true Chicks 
through all times,before the Law, under the Law, after it: We haveacknowled K. 
many ſeparations: but as ſoone ſhall you find the time paſt inthe preſenr,as your late 
ſeparation,in the ancient and MY quote Scriptures,though(to your praiſe) 
more dainty indeed than your fellowes. Who cannot doe fo ? Who hath nor > Even 


| 


Satan himſelfe cites the word againſt him which was the word of his Father. Letus 
not number, but weigh your texrs : The rather, forthat I find theſe as your Maſter. 
proofes,ſet as Challengers in every of your defences:In Ger.4.13.Caina bloody Fra. 
tricide isexcommunicated:In Gez.6.1,2.Theſonnes of God maried the daughrers of 
men: In Gen.7.1.& 7. Noah is approved as righteous and enters the Arke : In x p,; 

3. 20, 21. Thereſt in Noahstime were diſobedicnt, and periſhed : What of 4ll thi; 
Alas, what mockage isthisof the Reader, and Scriptures ? Surely, you even joj ho 
Scriptures,as you ſeparate your ſelyes: This 1sright as your Paſtor, toproveallmem. 
bersof the viſible Charch,eleCt and precious ſtones,cires, 1 King, 7.9, where is peech 
only of Salomons houſe in the Forreſt of Lebanon, his Porch for his Throne, hisHalj 

his Palacefor Phoraohs daughter,and when he comes to deſcribe the office of his ma. 
ginary Do&tor,thwacksfourteene Scriptures into the margent, whereof not any one 
hath any juſt colour of inference to his purpoſe : and in this diſcourſe of the power of 
the Church (that he might ſeeme to honour his margent with ſhew of texts)hath * 
peated ſix places twice over in the ſpace of ſix lines. For theſe of yours: you might oh. 
ject the firſt rothe Cainites,not to us: Cain was caſt out worthily. Dowe either deny, 
or utterly forbeare this cenſure? Take heed youfollow him not, in your voluntary ex- 
ile, to the land of Nod. The ſecond you might object to thoſe mungrell Chriſtians 
that match with Turkes and Pagans. There are ſonnes of God,that is,members ofthe 
vifible Church and daughters of men whichare without the bounds, meere Infidels, 
it is ſinne for thoſe ſons to yoke themſelves with thoſe daughters. Whats this tous? 
Noah was righreous,the multitude diſobedient :Who denies it ? yet Woah ſeparated 
notfromthe corrupted Church,till che floud ſeparated him from the earth, bur con- 
tinued an ancient Preacher ofrighteouſheſſe, even to that perverſe and rebellious ge- 
neration. Bur itſafficeth you, that Cain and the Giants were ſeparated from thereſt: 
 Weyeeld it: what will follow hence, faye onely that notorious Malefattors muſt bee 
caſt out, and profeſſed Heathennor letinto the Church? Wehold and wiſh nolefſe: 
your places evinceno more. Theſe before the Law: In Levrt.20.24,26.God choſe out 
Iſrael from other people : This wasGods aft,not theirs:a ſequeſtring of his Iſraclites 
from theGenriles, not of Iſrael from it ſelfe : yours 1s your owne, and from men, in 
all maine points, of your owne profeſſion : But therefore Iſrael muſt be holy : If any 
mandeny holineſle to be requiredof every Chriſtian, let him feele your Maranath-, 
In Neh.g.2. The Iſraelites ſeparated themſelves from the ſtrangers, which were Infi- 
dels: whether in their marriage, or devotion : Neither Gods ſeryice, nor an Iſtaclites 
bed was for Heathens. This was notthe conſtituting of a new Church, but reform- 
ing of theold ; If therefore youcan parallel us with Pagans, and yonr ſelves will be 
Jews, this place fits you. Laſtly, what if there be an hatred b=rwixe the World and 
Chriſtstrue Diſciples, 10þ.17. 14.162? what if Petercharged his Auditors toſaye them- 
ſelves from the errorsand practice of that froward Generation,whoſe hands were yet 
freſbly imbrewed with the bloud of Chriſt, 4.2.40 £ Whar ifthe ſame which Peter 
taught, Pavl praftiſed, in ſeparating hisfollowers from hearing ſome obſtinate and} 
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gry), ewes,AF.19. 92 what if the Church of Corinth were Saints by calling, 
| 1 Cor.1.22 and therefore muſt be ſeparated from the yoke of infidels, 2.6.17? Arc 
{theſe your patternes ? Are theſe fic matches for your brethren, baprtizedin the fame| 
water andname, profeſling every point ofthe ſame true faith, uſing (for ſubſtance) 
; the ſame worſhip withyou ? Fee that ſaith hee «in the light and hater by brother, 61» 
| darkneſſe, 1 John 2.9. 
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An Hpologie againſt Browniſts. 


See. 


Which Ppavatio ti: Cherch of England veither bath mude, nor doth make, but ſtants afu- 
ay one with all that pavt of the World within the Kinz.lome, withont ſep1ration - for which 
cauſe, am3233f 1th:7s, w2 hav2 choſen by the grace of Gol, rather to ſeparateonur ſelves to the 
Lord fromit, thay withit ſrom him, in the viſuble conſtit;:;ion 0 fit. 


SixcTtion VT. 


Ur all theſe examples, perhaps ar= not ſo much to warrant what you have done, 
15to condemae the Church of England for whar ſhe hath nor done : for ſuch a 


ſeparation ſhee neither hath made nor doth make, bur ſtands aftually one with 
all thatparr of the World withia the Kingdome without ſeparation. Loe, here the 
maine ground of this Schiſme,which your Prot9-Me:tyr Barrow hammers upon in every 
page ; an illconſtitution: Thus he comments upon your words : For where ſuch 
prophane confuſe multitudes, without any cx;ertion, ſeparation or choice, were allof 
them from publike I dolatriegat one inſtant received or rather compelled tobe mem- 
bersof th2C hurch, in ſomepariſh o- other, where they inhabiced, without any duc 
calling to the faith, by the preaching ofthe Goipe!] going before, or orderly joyning 
tozether in the faith, there being no voluntary or particular confeſſion of their owne 
furh and duties made or requiredof any, andlaſtly, noholy walking in the faith a- 
monglt rh:m ; who can ſay that theſe Churches confiſting of this people, were cyer 
rightly gathered or built according tothe rule of Chrilts Teſtament?In his words and 
yours I finde both a miſcolle&ion, anda wrong charge. For the former : the want of 
noting one poor? diltinCtion, breeds all this confulicn of Doctrine,and ſeparation of 
men: for there isone caſe of a new Church to be called from Heathcniſme to Chriſti- 
anity,another ofa former Church to be reformed from crrorz,to more ſincere Chri- 
ſtianicie.In the firſt of theſe is required indeed a folemne init:ation by Bapriſme:; and 
before that, a voluntary and particular confeſſion of faith, and therefore acleare ſe- 
paration, and exception of the Chriſtian, from the infiacl!l : In the latter, neither is 
new Baprtiſme lawfull (chough ſome of you belike of old were in hand witha rebap- 
ization : which not then ſpeeding,ſfucceedeth now to your ſhame) nor ancw volun- 
tarie and particular confeſſion of Faith, beiides that in baptiſme (though very com- 
mendable) will everbeproved ſimply neceſffary tothe beingofa Church ; fo long as 
thz erring parties doc aFtually renounce their dofrimes, and in open profeſſion em- 
brace the truth ; and (as generally in the publike confeſſ:on) ſo particularly upon good 
occaſion give jult teſtimonies of their repentance : This 1s Gur cafe, we did not make 
a new Church, but mended anold : your C/if;on is driven to tnishoid by neceſittie of 
Argument ; Otherwiſe he ſees there jsno avoiding of Anabaptiſme : Mended, fairh 


your Dottor, and yet admitted the miſcelne rabble of the prophane ? Say now, thar 


Gods is more 2: who ſtill held Iſrael torhis, when but ferw held his pure ſeryice : Let 
that Divine Pſalmiſt teach you how full the Tentsof Iſrael were of mutinous Rebels 
in the Deſart ; yet the Pillar by day and night torſooke them not ; and Moſes was {© 


| phets, and wonder that they ſeparated not : Looke into rhe increaied maſſe of cor- 
| ruptions,in that declined Church ; whereof the blefied eyes ofFour Saviour were wit- 
| nefſes.and marvell at his ſilent atid ſociable incurioufneſie:yea, his charge of not ſepa- 
rating;Ye know not of what ſpirit youare: Now you fic to conſtitution, as if notori- 
ous evils were more tolerable in continuance, than in the colleftion of Aﬀembhes : 
Sar4; had but a few names thathad not defiled their garments; God praiſes theſe, 
bids them not ſeparate from thereſt. Thyatira ſuffers a falle prophereſſe : rhe reſt that 
| havenor thislearning, yerare bidden bur to hold their owne ; not to feparate from 
= Angell; which hath-nor ſeparated 7ezab:} from the Church. 


et. 


SECTION 


ſach ſeparation were not made : Let ſome few he holy, andthe more partprophane: | 
Shall the lewdneſſe of ome difanull Gods Covenant witn others? Thisis your mercy; | 


farre from rejecting them, that he would not endure God ſrould reject them to his | 
owne advantage: Looke intothe blacke cenfures,and bitter complaints ofalithe Pro- 


| 
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ro the Reader, | 
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534 | eAn dpologic againſt Browmſts. © 


S,cTION VIL 


RE A 
| Our charge isno lefſe injurious; that the Church of England hath Made n 
What ſeparath ſeparation : Concerning which you have learned of your Martyr, and over. 
bop op ' ſeers ſo to ſpeake, as if before her late diſclamarion of popery, in Queenes. 
| hath-.dc, | [jzaberhs time, ſhee had not heene. Her monuments could have tavghr you better 
My -©55 : and have lead youto her ancient Pedigreenot much below the Apoſtolike dye. 
[x8 —- 160 many deſcents have {hewed younota few worthy witnefles and Patrons 2 
| dt 0% | Truth ; all which, with their holy and conſtant off-1 pring, It might haye pleaſed 
7 =: youto have ſeparated from this imputation of not ſeparating : Will youknow there. 
| fore how the Church of England hath ſeparated ? Inher firſt converſion ſhee ſepa- 
rated her ſelfe from Pagans: inher continuance the ſeparated her ſelfe from orofſe 
heretiques, and ſealed her ſeparation with bloud :1n her reformation ſhe ſeparated 
her ſelfe from wilfull Papiſts, by her publike profeſſion of Truth, and Ioclaimed 
hatred of error 2 and ſhee daily doth ſeparate the notoriouſly eyill, by | 7 yg 
Treubl.&ex- | by excommunications, though not ſo many as yours ; Beſides the particular ſepars- 
com paz 191+ | tions of many from rhe acknowledged corruptions, in judgement, profeſſion, Pra- 
"P93 | Rice. Alltheſe will be avowedin ſpight of all contradiftion : with what forcheag 
then can you ſay ; The whole Church of England hath not at all ſeparated? 
| Afeerall your ſhifts andidletales of conſtitution, you have ſeparated from this 
| Church againſt the Lord ; not with the Lord, fromit : If there be Chriſt with us,if 
Fr.1115þ de | the Spirit of Godin us, if Afſemblies, if calling by the word : whatſoever is,or is not 
| cules elſe in the Conſtitution, there is whatſoever isrequired to the eſſence ofa Church. 
| No corruprion either in gathering or continuance can deſtroy the truthof being, 
| bur the grace of being well: If Chriſt haye taken awayhis Word and Spirit, you haye 
juſtly ſubduced ; elſe you have gone from him in us. == 
| Andwhen you have all done, the Separatiſts Idoll, viſible Conſtitution, will prove 
| but an appendance of an externall forme, nopartofthe eſſence ofa true Church: 
and therefore your ſeparation no lefſe vaine than the ground, than the Authors. 
Ratihebinis re. Laſtly, ifour bounty ſhould (which it cannot) grant, that our colle&ion was at firſt 
| trahi, ec. deeply faultie : cannot the Katibabition (as the Lawyers ſpeake) be drawne backe? 
| Fo nh "x | NAY NOTAan after-allowance reQifie and confirme it? In contratts (your owne imili- 
Leanſeciteos | tude)a following conſent juſtifies an a& done before conſent: and why not inthe| 
| comjuges 4.29.9] contratt betwixt God,and his viſible Church? Loe, he hath confirmed itby his gra- 
gr tious benedictions.and as much as may be in ſilence given usabundantproofes of 
Goff his acceptation : Thar after-aQ, which makes your Baptiſme lawfull, why can itnot 


make our Church? 
Sscrion VIIL. | 


Confltiturion Be: for as much as Conſtitution 1s the very ſtate of Browniſme, Letus(Ibelcech 
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TO you) inquire alittle into the complexion of your Conſtitution : Whether] 
Phyſicke, or Law, or Architefture hayelent you it : ſareT am, itis in this uſe, 

Apocryphall : Never man uſed it thus ſcrupulouſly till your times : Though, what 
need you the helpe of Fathersor Schooles:new words mult exprefſe new Paradoxes. 
Ir isno treaſon to coine termes : What then is Conſtitution ? Your DoRor can beſt 
Cad. tellus : As the Conſticution of a Common-wealth, or of a Citie, is a gathering or 
\rm. © | uniting of a people together intoa civill Politie : So(faith he ) the Conſtitution of 
the Common wealth of Iſrael, and ofthe City of God, the new Ierufalem, isa ga- 
| thering and uniting of people intoa divine Politie. The forme of whichPolity,is] 
Order : which order is requiſite in all ations, and Adminiſtrations of the Church, 

asthe Apoſtle ſheweth, and ſpecially in the Conſtitution thereof: ſo that next unto 
faith in God, itis to be eſteemed moſt neceſſary for all holy ſocieties. Hence ? au! 
rcoyced inthe Colofftans Order and Faith : To this Conſtitution therefore, belong 
a people, as the matcer, ſecondly, a calling, or gathering together, as the forme, 
' whereof the Church couſiſteth. The Conſtitution of the Church of England 15 
falſe in both : Why ſo? Have we not a people? Are not thoſe people called toge- 
ther ? Topreventthis, you ſay our Conſtitution isfalſe, not none Why falſe ? be 
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A (cauſerhoſe people hayeneither Faith, nor Ordzr. For Faith firſt : Whoare you thar | 


| | uae Charch ar Amerdame which yet you grant but faulty. Ifthere be diſproportion 


: eAn Apologie againſt Brown ifts. 


dare thus boldly breake into the cloſers of God, the hearrs of men? and condemne 
them to want that, which cannot be feene by any bur divine eyes? How dare you 
intrude thus into the Throne of your Maker ? Conſider, ard conferre ferioutly : | 
What faith 15 1t, that is thus neceſſarily required to cach member in this Conſtiru- 


tion? Your owne Doftor (hall define it : Faithrequired tothe receiving inof men- 
bers, is the” knowledge of the Dofrine of falvation by Chriſt, 1 Cor 12. 9.Gal.3.2. 
NowT beſeech you in the feare of God, lay by a while all unchriſtian prejudice.and 
peremptory verdicts of thoſe ſoules, which colt Chriſt as much blood as your owne : 
and cell me ingenuouſly, whether you dare ſay, thar not only your Chriſtian bre- 


thren with whom you lately converſed, but even your fore-fathers which lived un- 
der Queene Eliz berths firſt confuſed Reformation, knew not the Dodrine of falva- 
tion by Chriſt : if you ſay they did not, your raſhjudg2ment (hall be puniſhed feare- 
tully,by him whoſe office you uſurpe. As you look to anſwer betore him that would 


not breake the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax ; preſurne not rhus, 
above men and Angels. If they did,then had they ſufficient c}aime both to true Con- 
{tirurion and Church : Bur this faich muſt be refttticd by obedience ; ſo it was. If 
youthinke not ſo, yours is not teſtified by love : both were weake, both were true : 
Weakneſſe in any grace or worke, takcs not away truth : Theit {innes of ignorance | 


| could no more difanull Gods Covenant with thery, rhan multiplicity of wives with 
the Patriarchs. 


FCecrion I KN. 


& 1 Hat wanted they then ? Nothing but Order ; andnot all Order, but 
\ / yours : Order, a thing requiſite andexcellent ; bur let the world judge 
whether cfentiall. Confider now, I beſeech you in the bowels of 
Chrilt ]-fus,wherher this be a matterfor which heaven and earth ſhould be mixed: 
whether for wantof vour Order, all the world muſt be put our of all order, and the 
Church out of life and being. Nothing (ay wee) can bee more diforderly, than the 
| confuſion of your Democracy, or popular ſtate (tf not Anarchie : ) Whereall (19 a 
ſort)>rdaine and excommunicate ; We condemne you not for no true membcrs of 


the Church: what can be more orderlefſe (by your owne confethons)than the Trine- 


Ws | 
T:rtul. de Pre- 
ſcript 
Ti wt bome ex- | 
rtnſectts VAWM- 
qne1nnque nol. A 
prtas qnod wi- 
aesudes autem 
quonſque oculos | 
has, ſed cult 
Domins ſunt al- 
ei,zHomo nn fact- 
em,Neus inpre- 
cor ata cont em- 
platur. | q 
Principles and 
inferences 
concerning 
the vilible 
Chu: ch Anno 


1607.pag.13, 


Order 3. Part 
of Confſtituti- 
on,how farre 
requiſite and 
whether hin- 
dered by con- 
Rt ainr 
D.All:i. againſt 
the Defcript, 
Cenfefl.of the 
Brownift Fo 
Byow.Srare of 
erue Chiiſti- 
ans. 

[-nquire into 


and diſlocarion of tome parts, is1t no true humane body ? Will you rife from the 
feaſt,unlefſe the diſhes bee ſer on in your owne faſhion ? Is it no City, if there dee 
mud-wals halfe brok:n, low Cattages uncqually built, no State-houſe ? But your 
order hath more eſſence than youcan expreſte ; and1s the ſame which Politicians in | 
their trade call (5 75 mus) an incorporating into one common c1vill body, by a 

voluntary union, and that under a lawfull government : Cur Church wants both : 
wherein there is both conſtraint, and falſe office. Take your owne reſemblance and 
your owne asking: Say that ſome Tyrant(as Pafihi*s of Ruflia)ſhall forcibly compeil 


| yeeld; and making the beſt of all, live rogetherin a checrefull communion,withdue 
commerce, loving converfation, ſubmiſſive execution of the enjoyned lawes : In 
ſuch cafe, Whether is Moſcoa true City,or not?Since your Doftor cites Arijtotle,lcr 
it not irke him to learne of that Philoſopher,who can teach him.that when Cali/the- 

er had driven out the Tyrant from Athens, and ſerup anew Goyernment, and re-} 
ceived many ſtrangers,and bondmen into the Tribes, it was donbred, not which of 
them were Cirizens, but whether they were made Citizens unjuſtly. If you ſhonld 
find a comvany of true Chriſtians in utmoſt dia, would you ſtandupon termes, 
and inquire how they became fo ? whiles they have what 15 neceſfary for that hea- 
venly profeſſion ; what need your carioſity trouble it felfe with the meanes ? 


lo 


SECT109N 


1certaine number of Sabje&s into Moſeo,and ſhall hold them inby an awtullGarri-| 
fon, forcing them to new lawes and Magiſtrates, perhaps hard and bloudy : They | 


| 
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M..rhite. Anſes 
ibid. Arift-Pol.z 
49.1, 
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Ariſt Pol. 3. car. 
Edefits & Fru- 
mentina pacyi a 
Meropio Tyrio 
Philoſapho 
Intiam deport a- 
ti,poſtea ibi 
Chriftianam Te- 
ligiotem 
plantarun”, 
Ruſſin.lib.1.cap. 


g9.Pemina inter | 
lberes, 


4a y 
: » = wg: Ih 
ro Pe ee ele a a en " 


ah ; x5. - OR aee x 
ry : . _ 
TS £ ” 
— > Ee SE 
4 . cats 
— — 
- r 
4 
es x - 4 < 
» —— 4 > 


AE Dad auto Hd fra err a av Ae. > 44. - - 
" + am en ey oo - = 


_ \ þ - 
- , l of - , "_ — 
- —_— : yp Mr” . - _ e "RA 
4 as by F "os bs. & "_ ++ + +> ” 4 \ - 4 b >. x p hwy p - 
py oo. 4 - B . wma” at py aff ws 7 yer ny Y - p06 — _ *. a | . 
45 _ my . 3 $ 5's $# z a 4 ACK F y fn - # . ISAT . - 2 N ? ” * ws 
I 4 © as. FP +-+..4 = _ wa, 2% SE 6 Yand oh Rd Oy" Uo - mg : - y — EY ” . - > % 4 þ- —_ * Fare” or" —y EDO —_ ym. a Sa # -—___ «22 DI y =. 
"of C - + £7 x 1 - = : - - - : Wu earns . nt)... p "I A ” : a” * WOE” - 8 I en FS S + < . _ - F ——— © 4 by PR” s . *:. . : n - 
y . ; "—» < , \ . 6 i —_ _ : p ” _ > - 4 " ke : W47 _— oy m0 > 24 \ P < jy <S PEECIn -Y «AL  . o <> _—_ P— FY 0 - 
- O *. " >: g - Is - I ooo a mm - of _ + —_ , wag my A ot, mc? _— +, x * » a o _—_ _ Wc M.- .—_ - - _—_ 4 « " 4 . 
Wenn Boe gootly -- _— ws CHEF = CP 7 = es _ bn - a X yn 3 —  — ——— . « £ of a. —_— "ne 4 wo 9 2s p » k - = —— » gens by, #4 - 
Le. poo +.” rp, ne py y irer «oo , VS, Pon > » . 44 s yy - - , by q F he A; wo £4 . : . < _ VA. > SJ — a A . _ , P by -  - —_— —_ —_ ay <—c——_—— 
. *—_ 2423/07 Sy it nab « » « AL Fr = oa by ? G, M - lg Sat 6.8 wa: & Lot _ OI om _ . X : al - ban a. Deities Þ+ » Be my _ 0  _— {56 _- - = _ - "x cg_ —— - 
: % bu EE... 2 d —— _ way " . 4 Vy, Pos. > - be _ , £ 's a be : nd -4 = Ke - 24 . _c ——_— Pod K -— a 
3. 2 a ” pe 4 ry « ern ws ”” C44 is b w $_-* - w - > .. Cov o F = - > - wed $ q a ” : G _ —_— = 
0 tric OI £25 1"; 7-3 - : Ss. A Hr > - _> EL aa; , pu &. - L ed of . a zZ _ = - 
ATED. 3 Og 2 hen Ma I I II tg Et RES. 2 2. ates 3 25 agegn ag er ea tee Hs Ga, re: -< CEP nh > 
4 - 4 , , \ Us, H +. onggtl - Nerd __ : "I ys pag —_—_ - 
S 6 ne net Sg ee - ma —_ W__ —_— R_ w = -_ S eas ——_— — _ Ines wo po Mt 7 ” I * -* _ 4 ae, - q 
=. = 9" - - : > - - S we meſa - , . —_ the as * : 
by — S. - -_ - - - py —_ - 2 ” ; 
Re ne + 2 * . _— - Ln 6 7" . —_ A I . 4 . p " - - 
* of 2 _ - . 
* "+; ” 4 X 
"> 4A 0 - _ * ee 
JI a 


- . _— _ 
— + _ p b 
Rey Z « 

4 Fn eg —_ LEY 6 
Jas _ _ 9 teen woes . a 
we — agg ay, - = : 

— want. ms Ver, "Wah: bb oy, 
- » 
"= B M + ron WV oGgragyy 
5 - Y ” bra wg 
bs I ny” te neared ts 
; ot 
d. 5 R 
- r= Re 


- » at anon een nn WD vm tat ot er Tor rue TT OO 
' 
" " _—_ : 2 n 4 4 
ws 4 xa Su — _ a 
; Eee : 


T 
) be 
"7 
: 
: | 
: : 
£8 
' ny 
: 
: 
: y : 
/ [2 
"T 
* 
l e 
TT 
p Lo I 
BY Y 
| 
1.5 4 
=_y 
& . 
& © I? 
/ p 
: % 
# |< 
TT 
| 
ds 
#- 4.Þ 
j 
z eR 
l 1: 
| 
PT 
wa 
" # $16 
: 
a 
* 14 
362i 
by . 
i. 
K 
: s 
z "4-1 
: - 
$ LS 
£ 
1 
$4 
, os ” ” 
i 
$1 þ 
fp > 
Sg. £ 
A et 
P* 
Yo : 
© +4 
: 2» 
734 
= o 
"#7 2k 
T4 5 
7 L807 
# © 7 
r A527 
+ $7t* 
; but] 
F 
4 7 
: : 
o $f: 2 
6 & 
d: $3{# 
1; 
E 
6 ©: We 4 
7 ed 
SF 7.4 
3 33*.. 
- a4 
3: & 
X x 
$ = 
x *% 
= 
14 
\ vr 
4 
za 4 
& hs 27 
ld 8] 
4 
WP 
73 
Es 
F Lo 
> 9 
t Wy? 
T2 4 
;- 
4 
- : 
& -4 
<4 | 
3 $i 
A 3; - 
£ £1 
& © 4+: 
| 
”,x 
4. 
+ 
i. 
13 
: n 
» T7 
Nj 
* 
%; 
: 
cT [2 
wi 
Ny 
At 
io 
[ 
by 


F 


+5 ef * 


_ Ihe Taft” IE 
X - » k . _ 

c - = _ . 4 _ _ —— -— % - 
"WR IR rn it; 4 i oe mer rn er __ ; A cog IC IE ECTS 

_ _ o A P pe : < 1% by - ” 

BELA G's < Whew ee wat. INE > b &. 2 - Y 
< ws SD Rd an # Do —- #6'E __ 0 > Is wafin— -— n_ — _ 
= Pay > ya 
-—= 


F 6.7 $E# &- 
= = L. - __ ——_— _ - aa Gab _ - A _—_—Y 
4 - - k * G _ 
, " «4 ) 6h. th Tx WS wm we % n , 
= _ - pn = a © - . | WR a wa . "i - « 
p O 0 X —_ _—_ —_ —_ ps K ——_— v _ a —_ R— — _ 
= + © ett 4 4 i wo 2? 4 us 4 », Fo I IR _—_— . - KL w. < wh 8 bi > —_in MT GR _— mY oh - eng, the py _— b > _ ” 
a m - k _ * Y LY & > av 4 ” » ” I 2 — » te bþ L Y *- - ry = "> as > pogo 0 
, _ FE 0 - _ "_ n- jus >4 4 a v7 v - N ops x , 4: <2 > - - oy 
2 SY as | NE I 2 AS SW Wt 9. BEA PRI 9-9 ' a as HOLE teen I; k EL $euoroan ot wie $6 ret es Þ : PLIES a w Es, © rh: 22 gr Wn 3" E 
" _— CR Pan _— =. —_— _— Fu 2.4 ”, _ a + ax Y 3 EY 
4 _—_ LD _ - = - _— . _- 4 © by . ol m \ . >. i , _ =W : £ vt < x-# 
” avi Mes... _ FY - PRag - [png co pou " J A ug . > - - on ut —"— FS. 0 > - : - £ D 7-> 
k. p. Cu © an a oy oy AB ——_— O 5 . : - ” MM : i "; : * 
I — Geng Nh > > - _—_ - : x 4 ; 7 a FI a - 
, y FG - ns de. ane wy Xe > : * ” - . s 4 a af = A = J_ &-:2 Js” _ er IS _— 262.4 © w & 
A =. at Bogen ti Ln Ia ee Rome — —_—— a —————————_— - . — wi. ny T CO 
Men... 95 a LA A# a a NO OO 008 >< 
” 4 - 


= ER =. Rene 4 - 
6 ” — c wougy ” E 
as : . - =— mg >, m_ <P. * - 
; "YT ® - " W*- "= 
-ma_—_ og < 4 at - _ = : _ an Prae———__ m_ Py 
- - *, ” FC 4 FE as = Ow —S—o—_ = __— A —_ 
I 4 - F > _— T _—_ _ 
addygmes, we _— - > _ > : - - —_ - 
ESE, . Ag SS EDT ESR. 
C ” Ws 4 " — m , - , N 4 SB 
-- -— .- __— = 8 _—_ T per” - _ 
- s 3 | ” - 


A > b . 
FLEE TEES 
— - 


A. dy 
Eo - , 
4 "W 2 <—"C L 
_ > ' 
p _ de : 
_ 9: yn: wag, ee < 
- <7 arm x I, "I - 2 
5 , _— > TT - n* 6 And Py 
>—— po tm _ 
= I 9 os ee a 


Conſtraint re- 
quiſ1re. 

2 C0708.33.16. 
2 C01434-3293 3 


| 2 Ch707.15+ 13+ 


Barr. againſt 
Gyff. Brow. Re- 


| formation 


without ratTry - 
Ig. 
Greenwood 
Conference 
with Cooper, 

Br owne, Refore 
{ mation with- 
out tarrying, 
Conference 
with Doftor 
Andi MAutch, 
Conference 
with Doctor 
Andy Reforma- 
[| tion without 
carrying. 
Ber.fides ſ164- 
denda non co- 
genda Coun- 
terpoilon, 
Dit Pater-fa- 
mitas ſervis, 


veneritw, cogite 
1ntrare,@c, 

| Aug Epiſt.48. 
Vleſſ.de Ec- 
clefsc. 10. 

Aug. Duodji 

i £023 p81 [egemm 


\ aliauem wel «d | POWET Of their Bapriſine challenged at their hand : bur this was the old ſong ot the 


| bona licuaſſet, 

| V03 bpſ3 mileria 

| 908 ad fidem 
| pur r(f0am Copgt 
hr : (ed . 
| abfit a nollra 

| conſcientia, ut 

| ad fide m n4- 

' Rram aliquem 


\ Coram, Aug. Eviſl.q8, & 68, ©; phrencticum ligat, & quiletharg. excitat, ambobu moleftu4, ambos amat, 1bid Clamant, Neminem 46 
; Kntarem cogeiaum quid hoc id | 


| Conſtitution 

| of the Church 
of England. 
Barrow aid 
Greenw. paſſin. 


| en 7pologte againſi Browniſts, 
{ 2 : | | 


LD woſcunque in» 


—_— 


Cy TION X. 


| Ou ſee then what an idle plea conſtraint 1s In the conſtitution of a City, the 
Y groundofall your exception:Bur it 18 othcrwile in GodsCity,the Church, wh 
then doth his Doctorſhip parallel theſe two? And why may noteven conſtraint 
irſelfe have place in the lawful conſtitution or reformation ofa Church ? Did nor 
Maeeſſes after his comming home to God, charge and command Izdsto ſerye the 
Lord God of Ifrael? Did not worthy Tofigh, when he had made a covenant before the 
Lord,cauſeall that were found in leruſalem,and Ber jamis,to itand toit,and compel- 
led allthat were found in Iſtael,to ſerve the Lord their G od ? What have Queene x- 
lzabeth,or King Iames done more? Or what other?didnor A's upon Obeds prophecie, 
gather both 1udg and Benjatmin,and all the ſtrangers fram Ephrair, Maraſſes, and Sime- 
01, and nat with them, that whoſoever would not {ecke the Lord God, ſhould hee 
flaine ? What meanes this perverſenefſe ?-You that teach wee may not ſtay Princes 
leiſure toreforme,will you-not allow Princes tourge others to reforme?Whatcrime 
} is this, that men were not ſuffered robee open Idolaters, rhatthey were forcedto 
yeeld ſubmiſſion ro Gods ordinances ? Even your owne teach,that Magiſtrates may 
compell Infidels to heare the dofrine of the Church:and Papiſts, you ſay elſe-wherc 
(though tooroughly)are Infidels : But you ſay, not to be membersof the Church: 
| Gods peopleare ofthe willing ſort: True, Neither did they compell them to this: 
They were before entred into the viſible Church by true Bapriſme,though miſer4- 
bly corrupted : They were not now initiated, but purged : Your fubtill Doftor can 
tell us from Berzard,that faith isto be perſwaded, not tobe compelled: yetlet himre- 
| member that the gueſts muſt be compelled ro come in,though norto eat when they 
are come.Compelled, not by perſiwaſions:for theſe were the firſt invitations; rhere- 
; fore by further meanes ; Though this conceit hath noplace with us, where men are 
| urged not toreceive a new faith, but toperforme the old; ro abandon thatwicked 
| Idolatry which had defiled them, andto entertaine but that truth, which the very 


Donatiſts; Farrebeit from our conſcience, to compell any man to the faith. It God 
didnot draw us, andby aſweert violence bend our wils to his, when ſhould we follow 
| him ? Either yon have not read,or not carcd for the praftice of the ancient Church, 

and Angzipes reſolution concerning the ſharp penalties impoſed upon the Donariſts 


(would God none of four kindred)in his time ; with his excellent defences of theſe 
proceedings. x 


quam quod de vobis quidants Hud velumu ſanftum eſt. 
| SncTt1ONKI. 

Bt tell us then, what ſhould have beene done? The Goſpell ſhould have beene 

| 


every where preached; All converts ſhould have beene ſingled out, and have 

given a voluntary and particular confeſſion of their Faith, and Repentance - | 
anfiver you : The Goſpell was long and worthily preached in the dayes of King Z d- 
ward; enough to yeeld both Martyrsto the ſtake, and Profeſſors to the ſacceeding 
| times. Were their holy Sermons, their learned writings, and their precious þloud 
| (which wasno leſſe vocall) of no force? Afterwards in the beginning of Famols 
; Quecne Elizabeths reparation, what confluence was there of zealous Confeſſors re- 
' turning now from their late exile? How painfully and divinely did they labour inthis 
| Vineyard of God ? How did they (with their many holy Partners,which had ſhrow- 
' ded themſelyes during that ftorme of perſecution, in a davgerous ſecrecie) ſpread 
| themſelves over this Land, and each-where drew flockes of hearers to chem, and 
with them 2? Ts all thisnothing to their ingratefull Poſteritie ? If Fou murmure that 
there wereno more, take heed leſt you forget there were ſo many : for us, WC doe! 
| ſcrioufly blefle God for theie, and triumphin them. | 
' Allttispremiſed;now comes a Chriſtian Edict from the State, that every man ſhal 
' yeeld obedienceto this Truth, wherinrthey had beene thus inſtructed : It was age 
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eAn Hpologie apainſt Browniſts. 


med by the moſt; whoſe ſubmiſſion, what was it but an acuall profeſſion of their 
fairh,and repentance? And ince ſach was their face,who dares judge of their hexrt? 
More than this, if ever can bee ſhewed abſolutely neceflary in {itch'a State of the 
g thereof, I doz here vow never | 


Church to the yery conſtitution, and repaired bein 
ro take the Church of E-plasd for my Mother. 

We know, and grieve to ſee how ſcornfully your whole Se, and amongtt the reſt 
your reſolute Dottor turnes over theſe gracious entrances and priuceedings of theſe 
two Royall and bleſſed Reformers ; andwhom thowd he finde to raiſe Pi ſcoifes 
upon , but thar Saint-like Hiſtorian M. Fox ? Now (ayes M'. Fox) a new face of 
things began to appeare,as1t were ina Stage,new Playcrs comming in,the old thtuſt 


Counterp, | 


out : Now (faith your Dottors Comment) new Bifhops came in, as players upon 
the old ſtage of the Popiſh Church, as if the Church were no whit altered, but the 
men : Shall we ſay, thisis roo much malice, or too little wit, and conſcience ? Eyeh 
in the Lord ProteQors dates, that holy man reports, that after the Scriptures reſtored, 
and Maſſes aboliſhed, greater things followed theſe ſofrer begiriningy, in the refor-! 


Actsand mo- 
numents, Edit. | 


5,P2g. 1180. 
Counterp. 226, 


mation of the Churches : Learned and godly Divines were called for from fortth 
parts, a ſeparation was made (though not ſo much willing, as wilfull) of open atid 
manifeſt Adyerſaries from Profeſſors, whether truce or difſembled + Commiſſioners 
were appointed to viſit cvery feverall Diocefſe. Every Benchof theth had ſeveral] 

odly and learned Preachers to inſtru& the people in the truth,and to diſKgade them 
Now Idolatric and Superſtition. The Popes Supremacy not rhra(t.btic taught 


P.M at tyrP. 
Fats. Becet. 
6 


downe: All wil-worſhip whatſoever, oppugned by publ:ke Sermons: Imapes de- 

ſtroyed,Pilgrimages forbidden, the Sacraments injoyned tobe feveretitly and holily 
miniſtred, Eccleſtaſticall perſons reformed in life, in Dottrine : Ptoceſſions laid 
downe, Preſence and attendance upon Gods word commanded, tht holy expending 
of Sabbath daics appointed, due preparation to Gods table called for, ſet times of 
teaching injoyned toBiſhops,and other Miniſters,all Shrines and Monuments of Ido- 
larry required to bee nrterly raken from publike and private houſes : All this, before 
his Parliament : By thar, all bloudy lawes againſt Gods truth were repealed, 2calous 
Preachers encouraged, ſoas (faith that worthy Hiftorizn) God was much glorified, 


| arid the people in many places greatly' edited. What need 1 $oc further than this | 


firſt yeere? Heare this and: be aſhamed, and afftire your ſelyes, that no man can ever 
reade thoſe holy Monuments ofthe Church, btrt muſt needs ſþet at yout ſepatation. 
After thar ſweer and hopefull Prince, what his Renowned Siſter Queene Elzateth 


murers ſhali{leep< in the duſt. The publike Difpurations, zealous preachings, re- 


 ſtanrationsof baniſhed Religion and men, Extirpations of Idolatry,Chriſtian Lawes, | 


wiſe and holy proceedings, and renewed covenants with God, are ſtill freſh ia the 
memories of ſome, and in the earesof all ; ſoas all the World wilt juſtly ſay, you have 
loſt ſhame with Truth, in denying 1t : Yea, to ferch the matter yct further, If the 
Reader ſhall looke back to the dayes of their paifſant Father King Herr the Eighth, 
he cannot but acknowledge (eſpecially during the crimeof Queene Are, and before 


thoſe fix bloudy Articles)atrue face ofa Church(though over-{pred with ſoine Mor- | 
phue of corruptions) and ſome commendable forwatdneffe of Reformation : for | 
both the Popes Supremacic was abrogated, the tttie Doctrine of juſtification com- | 


monly taught, confidence in Saints untaughr, the vanity of Pardons declared, wor- 
(hip of Images and Pilgrimages forbidden, le?rned and godly Miniſters required, 
their abſences and rm{-demeanors inhibited, the Scriprures tranſlared, publikely and 
privately enjoyned robe readand received, the Word of God commanded to be fin- 
cerely and carefilly preached : and toalf this, Holy Maſter Fex addeth for my con- 


cluſion, ſucha vigilant care was then in the King and his councell, how by all wayes 


and meanesto redrefſe Religion, to refortneetrours, to correct corrupt cuſtomes,to 
helpe ignorance,and toreduce rhemiſ-leading of Chriſts Flocke, drovmed in blind 
Popery, Superſtitious Cuſtores,and Idolatry, to fome better forme of Reforma- 
tion, whereunto he provided not only theſe Articles, Preccpts, Injundtions above 
ſpecified,to informe the rude people, bur alſo procured the Biſhops to helpe forward 


thei 
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did, the preſent times doe fpeake, and the fatore ſhall ſpeake, whien all theſe Mur- | 


Six Articles, 
1547. 

Pag.l: 82, 
Co[.2,60, 
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Maſter Smith 


{ againſt R, Clif- 


Lone | 
Pcincipl.and 
| Infer.pag- I ls 


The Anſwerers 
title, 


Igrem. 23.32. 
EJecb.1}3.v. 


| 
Proviig.2l, 


(Cranes Bar, | R | d ho X 
Arg. to Maſier | the people.” Goe now and ſay, that ſuddenly in one day,by Queene Elizabeihs Trum. 


eAn /pologie againſt Browniſts, 


the ſamecaule of decayed Pofrine, with their diligent preaching, andteachiy of 


OY I A I IEA ot, A 


pct, or by the ſound of aBell,in thename of Antichriſt,all were calledro the Church. 
Goe, ſay with. your Patriarch, that we erect Religionsby Proclamations,and Parljz. 
ments. : 

Lipon theſe premiſes I dare conclude, and doubt not tomaintaineagainſt all Sepg. 
ratiſts in the World, that Erg/and(to goe no higher) hadin the dayesof King Henry 
the Eighth,a true viſible Church of God : and ſo by conſequenttheir ſucceeding ſceq 
was by true Baptiſme juſtly admitted into the boſomethercof'; and therefore that 
even of them, without any further profeſhon, Gods Church was truly conſtitvccd, 
If zou ſhallſay, that the following idolatry of ſome of them in Queene Marjes dayes 
excluded them : Conſider, how hard it will be toprove, that Godscovenant wirhany | 
people, is preſently diſanulled by the ſinnes of the moſt, whether of ignorance, or 
weakneſſe ; and if they had herein renounced God, yet that God alſo mutually re- 
nounced them. To fhur up your conſtitution then : There 1s go remedy: Either You 
muſt goe forward to Anabapriſme, or come backe tous. All yeurRabbins cannot an- 
Fver that charge of your rebaptized brother : If we be atrue Church, you muſt re- 
turne; ifwe be not (as a falſe Church is no Church of God) you mult rebaptize : If 
our Baptilſme be good, then is our conſtitution good. I hus your owne principles 
teach. The outward part ofa true viſible Church is a Vow, Promiſe, Oath, or Coye- 
nant betwixt God and the Saints: Now I aske, Is this made by us in baptiſme, or no? 
If it be,then we have,by your confeſſion(for ſo much as is outwardly required) a true 
viſible Church:ſo your ſeparation is unjuſt: If ir be not, then you muſt rebaptize; for 
che firſt Baptiſme 15a nullity : and(if ours be not) you were never thereby as yet cn- 
tred into any vitible Church. 


SEP. 


To the title of a Ring-lealer, wheyewith it pleaſeth this Piſtler to ſtile -me, T an/wer that if the 
thing Thave doe be good. it is good and commen1able to have beene forward init ; ifit beevil, 
I+1 it be reproved Ly the light of Gods Word,and that God,towhom I have done that T have done, 


| wil (7 doubt not) give.me both to ſee, and 1o heale mineerrour by ſpeedie repentance © if Ihave 


fled away ow foot, Tſhall returne on Horſe-backe : But as Idurſt never ſet foot into this way, but 
pou a moſt ſound and unreſiſtable conviction of conjcience by the word of God : (as T was per-| 
ſwaded)) ſo muſt my retiring be wrought by more ſolid reaſons from the ſame word, thus are to 
be foun1 ina thouſand ſuchprettis Pawpblets, and forma#! flouriſhes as this is. 


 SgcrTION XIHJ. 


S for the title of Ring-leader,wherewith I ſtiled this Pamphleter;if T have gi- 
yen him too much honour in his Se&, Iam ſorry : Perhaps I ſhould hayeput 
him(pardon an homely, but in this ſenſe,notunuſuall word)in the taile of this 


Trane :Perhaps,I ſhould have endorſed my Letter to M*.$ith, and his ſhadow ;S0 


I perceive he was : Whatſoever, whether he lead or follow, God meets with him. It 
he lead: Behold. Iwjll come againſt them that propheſre falſe dreames (ith the Lord) auld do! 
tell them, and cauſe wy people to erre ly their tes. Tfhee come behind ; Thouſhatt aot fil- 
tow a mullitde 32 evill(faith God.) If either,or both, or neither, Ifhe will goe alone:H#o 
#B1o tle fooliſh Prophets (faith the Lord) whic) follow their owne ſpirits, and have ſeene 10- 
thing. Howlſoeyer, your evill ſhall be reproved by the light of Gods word : Your con- 
junction I cannot promiſe, your reproofe I dare; If thereupon you finde grace to ſee 
and heale your errours, we ſhould with all brotherly humblenefle attend on foot upon 
your returne on Horſe-backe ,but ifthe ſway of your miſcreſolved conſcience be hea- 
dicand unreſiſtable, and your retiring hopeleſſe ; theſe not folid reaſons, thele 
pretty Pamphlets, theſe forma!l flouriſhes ſhall one day be fearefull and material 
evidences againſt you before that awfull Judge, which hath already faid, That judge 
ments are preparedfor the Scorners, and ſtripes for the backe of Fooles. -* '* © 


| | | | | SECTION 
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eAn Apologie againſt Browniſis. 


Ss P. 


Tour pitying of us and ſorrowing for us,zſpecially for the wrong dove ly ns,were in jou commen- 
aable affections, if by us juſtly occaſioned » but if your Church be deepely arencht 4 Apoſtaſie and 
you cry, Peace, Peace, when ſoagine and certaine deſolation is at hand it is you that doe wreng 
though you make the complaint: and ſo being ernell towards your ſelves, and your owne, whom 708 
flatter,you cann?t be truly pitiful towards others whom you bereaile. Bui Iwill not diſconrage you 
in this afſetion, leit we finde few in the ſame fault : tle moſt in ſteal of pity and compaſsion 
affording us nothing but fury and indignation. : 


Sd: crion XIIL 
Fbowhar to beſtow pity and ſorrow upon you and your wrong : You entertaine The Apoſtahe 
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both harſhly, and with a churliſh repulſe : What ſhould a man doe with fach diſ- } 70 i 


Poſitions ? Let him ſtroke them on the backe, they ſnarle at him, and ſhew their 
teeth : Let him (hew them a Cudgell, they fly in his face : you allow not our ations, 
and returne our wrong: Ours 1s both the injury and complaint:Hovw can this be? You 
are theagents,we {it ſtj], and ſuffer 1n this rent: Yet(lince the cauſe makes the Schiſme? 
{ct us inquire, not whoſe the a&ton 1s, but whoſe the deſert : Our Church is 
deepe drencht in Apoſtaſie ;and we cry Peace,Peace : No lefte than a whole Church 
at once, and that not ſprinkled, or werſhod, bur drencht in Apoſtaſie ; Whar, did we 
fall off from you, or you from us? Tell me, were we cycr the true Church of God ? 
and were wee then yours ? Wee cannot fall, unlefſe wee once ſtwod : Was your 
Church before this Apoſtaſie?Shew us your Anceſtors in opinion : Name me bur one 
that ever taught as you doe, and I vow to ſeparate: Wasitnot? Then wee f-I| not 
from you : Every Apoſtaſicofthe Church muſt needs be from the true Church. A 
true Church,and not yours? And yet can there be bur one true ; See now whether 1g 
branding us with Apoſtaſie, you have not proved ycurs tobe no true Church : Still I |, ..__..- 
am ignorant : Queene Merjes dayes (you fay)had a true Church, which ſeparared from | che Miniſterp 
Popery, choſe them Miniſters, ſerved God holily, from thence was our Apoſtafie: |* =ng/«z9, 
But,were not the ſamealſo(for the moſt part) Chriſtians in King Eimardsdayes? Did = ang 2 
they then, in that confuſed allowance of the Gofpell, ſeparate ? Or(I pray yon) were a 
Cranmer,Latimer, Ridley, Hooper and the reſt, parts of that Church, orno ? Was there 
any other ordination of Miniſters than from them?Reje& rheſe,and all the world will 
| hiſſeat you ; Receive them, and where is our Apoſtafie? whar Antichriſtianiſine | F-47379 , 

have we, wherof theſe were freed?Bur you leape back(if I urge you farre}from hence to his Ortira, 
tothe Apoſtles times, to fetch our once true Church from farre, thatit might be | 74 1mo#. 
deare : you ſhall not carve for us, welike not theſe bold over-leapes of lo many Cen- deer ah 
turies : I ſpeake boldly, you dare not ſtand to the triall of any Church, fince theirs : ſcript. | 
Now, lheare your Doctor fay.this Challenge favours of Rope « Antiquity 13 with you, = Fu Sp na 
a Popith plea : we have willingly taken up our Adyerſaries,at this{by prerence, their | no conciainnce | 
owne) weapon : You debar it in the conſcience of your own novell ſingularity :Yer | ® =wecan | 
your Paſtor can be content ro makes uſe of Tertn/han alone againſt all Fathers ; Thar On 
ſuch things arc juſtly to be charged with vanity, as are done without any precepr, | Sm reprevex- 
eitherof the Lord, or of the Apoſtles : And the Apoſtles did faithfully deliver ro the or rene, 

"ep a ae x ; e queſo 
Nations the Diſcipline they received of Chriſt, which we muſt beleeye to be the ty- | #rrare cumra- 
mulruary Diſcipline of the refined houſefullat Amfterdaz : Whar? all in all Ages,and FP Avecy 
placestill now Apoſtates? Say if you can, that thoſe famous Churches, wherein Cy- Tobnf,n in bis | 
priart, Athanaſius, Ambroſe, Hierome, Auſten. Chryſoſtome,and the reſtof thoſe blefled | Anſwior. nt.) 


{ 


Lights lived, were lefſe deepe in this Apoſtaſie than ours ? O Apoſtaticall Fathers, 8.054 ol 


that ſeparated nor!yea,fay if you dare;that other reformed Churches are not over the | P28 17.Thelt 
Ankles withus in this Apoſtaſie : What hard news is this to us, when as your Ora-| yon” 
cle dare ſay not much leſſe, of thereformed Churches of Netherlands, with whom you| ro: only in 

| live? Thus he writes : For not hearing of them in other Congregationsin theſe | PaSicall iſ- | 
| Countries; this I anfwer, That ſecing by the mercy of CoJ,we have feen and for- Gs: 1 
fakn the corruptions, yet remaining in the publike miniſtration, and condition of tion, Goyern. 

theſe, Churches,(if they be all like to theſe of this City) we cannot therefore partake SON; 
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COM» at A mſter- 
dan p4g-10. 
Br own charged 
warh 1t by Bar, 
Letter to Ma- 
er Egerton. 
6. lobaſon ibid. 
48.104: 
Feb {.lnqui. 
Aft15.38+ 
Deparung, 
. that is, not g0- 
ing with them. 
Bar. pr ef.to the 
Separation de » 
tend, 
In his Ob{erva- 
Lions, Pel5's 
We doe not 
there codemne 
the Pariſh-Al- 
ſemblics as {e- 
parated from 
Chriſt, bur 
provethem 
not as Yet ga- 
thered toChriſt. 
So Conf. with 
Sperin.p.g.Fr- 
lJobaſons In qut- 
r a 36. 
DS Ibſer- 
vation, 24 
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No faults diia- 
null the being 
of a Church, 
until contempt 
of Gods Word 
be aadcd ther» 
unto after due 
conviction. 
The faults and 
errors of a 
Church, may 
be ſeverely re- 
proved and 


convinced ac- 
cording, to the 
cuality there- 
of, and yer thc 
Church not be 
condemned , 
N. By 
Iob.24 19+ 
Vu'g.Ediu.Cypr. 
Epift ad Cor nel, 
Noneſt majus 
| peccarum quam 
| apoftatare aDeo, 
| Aug tt Pſal. 18, 
| P70v.6-L2. 
| 10h.34.18. 
; Exec)..z, 
{ Apacal.i,3, ' 
Thou bait la. 
 boured and not 
given 
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Troubl.and Ex- | 


eAn /'pologie againſt Browniſts, 
with them,in ſuch caſe, without declining, &Apoſtaſie from the tuth, which we have 
our ſelves already received and profeſſed. See here, ro partake with them in Gods 
ſerviceis Apoſtaſie ; If ſo inthe acceſſories, alas, what crime 1s the Principall? [x 
were bur apoſtaſie to heare an Exg/jſh ſermon 3 a Duichisnolefle : Wois you thar You 
dwell ſtill in Meſtech: Good men ; it were not more happy for you than the Church, 
that you were well in Heaven. Noleſle than Apoſtafie? Let noReader be appalled xt 
{o fearful a word ; thisis ene of the termes of Art,tamiliar to tals way : Find bur any 
one page of a Dwtch printed Volume without Apoitalie, Excommunication, Com- 
mingling, Conſtitution,8& ſuſpect 1r not theirs:Herelie 15 not more frequent at Rome, 
than Apoſtaſie at Amſterdam ; nor Indulgences more ordinary there, than here Ex- 
communications. Common uſe makes terrible things eafie : Their owne M-.$..fox 
holding with the Dutch Bapriſtne, and Read-prayers, isacknowledged to be caſt out 
foran Apoſtate : yea, their Doctor Maſter Anſworth 15 noted with this marke from 
themſelves : There is much latitude (as happie 15)in ther Apoſtafie : For when $1ja;- 
ſhal, Mercerand Iacob Tobuſon were to be choſen Officers in their Church, and excep- 
tion was taken by ſome at their Apoſtaſie, anſwer was made, It was not ſuch Apoſta- 
fie as debarred them from Office, it wasbut aflip. 194 Marke (whether;as Ifchinsand 
Theophylaf thinke, the bleſſed Evangeliſt, or ſome other holy Miniſter) js by the 
wholeParlour at Amſterdam branded withthis lame Apoſtalie; who departed indeed, 
but from Paul in his journey,nor from Chriſt in his faith, and therefore his ( w@umis 
expounded by (wt owa>s)AF.15.38.why doe we thinke much to drinke of an Eyan- 
g-liſts Cup?Yet let this ignorant Epilſtler teach his cenſorious Anſwerer one point of 
his owne that isthe Separariſts) kill : and tell him that he objects two crimestoone 
poore Church, which are incompatible ; want of Conſtiturion, and Apoſtafie, Thus 
writes your Maſterof us: If it were admirted,(which can never be proved) that they 


fticution, therefore we are not capable of Apoſtaſie: If we once hadit, and fo were 
true Churches, heare what your Paſtor faith : As Chriſt giveth to all true Churchez 
their being, ſo we mult leave it unto him to take it away, when, and as he pleaſeth, 
And therefore ſince he hath not removed his Candleſticke,nor taken ajway his King- 
dome, in ſpight ofallobje&ed Apoſtafies, wee ſti!l continue ſo : and by conſequent 
your ſeparation upon this ground is moſt. unjuſt. An Apoſtate had wont to be the 
fearfull ſurname of damned 1uan : Tortus was an eafie accuſer, to whom yer,we may 
ſay with Elihu, Num dicis Regi, Apoſtata? Behold, now ſo many Apoſtataesas men : 
Holy Cyprian deſcribes him by forſaking Chriſts colours, and taking upArmes for Gen- 
tiliſme1n life, or herefie in judgement : And Awfer tells us, there cannot bea greater 
{inne than Apoſtaſie; making elſe-where this ſinner worſe than the Infidell.And the 
old vnlgar can give no worſe terme to (5y»52)where he finds it, yea to (Eyyveh) 
Rebels themſelves. Whatdoth this brand roaChurch, not Chriſtian only, (though 
youdeny it)but famous : Ofwhom is truly verified(after all your ſpleene) thatwhich 
the Spirit writes to the Angell of Epheſus : Laboraſti &-25% Defeciſti : Say if you cal, 
what Article of the Chriſtian and Apoſtolike faith have we renounced 2 What Here- 
fe maintaine we? Wherein have werun from theTenrs of Chriſt 2 What hold we 
that may not ſtand with life in Chriſt,and falvation ? We challenge all men aid De- 
vils in this point, for our innocence:Diſtinguiſh for ſtarke ſhame, of ſo foule a word; 
or ( which is better ) eat it whole; and letnot this blemiſh bee left upon your ſoule 
and name inthe Records of Gad, and the world ; that you once faid of a Church too 
good for yours,Drencht in Apoſtaſie. If we crie Peace, whiles you crie Apoſtalie; 
ſurely we flatter,whiles you raile : berwixt theſe two dangerous extremes, we know 
an wholſome meane, ſo to approve, that we foſter not ſecuritie : ſo tocenſure, that 
we neither reyile,nor ſeparate: and inone word, to doc that which your Paſtor could 
exhort the Separators from your Separation (for even this Schiſme hath Schiſmes) 
If wee ſhould miſlike, yer toreſt inour differences of judgement, and potwith- 
{tanding peaceably to continue with the Church : Had you taken this courſe, y0! 


ly, whether ourlove bee cruell, or not, your hatred is: whercof, rake heed leſt you 


ſometimes had beene true eſtabliſhed Churches. Loe here, we never had true Con-' 


ſhould neirher have neededto expett our pity,nor to complaine of our cruelty.Sure- 
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A |heare from old 1acob, Curſed be their wrath, for it was fierce, and their rave, for it was ; Tertulde Pat. + 
| dd. , hy , St homknibus | 
| 


cruel. | 
ESE ay: | placetar, Domi- 
How can you expect compaſſion, when you breath fire, and write gall? Never men- | 2 offenditur; i 


tion the fury of others indignation, till the venon:ou: and deſj Cate writings of Bar- | od 45 _ 

row and Greempood be either warne out withtime,or by the Thunderbolts of your(not | mus ue ;ofimm 
- fa BLM . 4 ' | 

rare)cenſures be ſtrucs downe to Hell, whence their maliciouſneſſe came. I forbeare  P*oplacere, 6+ | 


corecapirulate : how much rather had I helpe to bury,thau to revive ſuch unchriſtian dis IR 


exprobrations ? |  humang con= 

: FS TR Tp ; Rey, Imre, 
Confeſſed by M.1obn.loc.ſeq.Inquir,ot Th.White-ag,ss Gene49.7.Cypr deſimplis prel, Ouid ſecit it corde Criſtiano Lypcrum 'ettas & cane | 
rabies ? Aughſt.Conſefelib.g.cap.9. Ytalia ſolet eructa. e turgens ndigeft 28 ſcurata. 
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The firſt ation laid again us, is of unnatura'weſſe and incratitude towards ourMoiher the | 

Church of England, for our cauſeleſſe ſeparation from her : towh.ch unjuſt accuſation, andtrivi- 

all querimony, our moſt juſt defewce hath beene, and is, that toour knowledge we have dogeh. r no 

wrong , wedoe freely, and with all t: ankfulneſſe acknorl? ge every god thing ſhee bath, and 
which our ſelves have there received. 


| - Sscrion XIV. | HW 
| beryear and unnaturalneſſe to your Mothei is obje& ed, in that youflie frotn | The Separa- 
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her, yea now(woe 1s me) that you fſpet 1n her face, and marke her for an Harlot : | tits acknow- | 
Would God the accuſation were 3s far frombeing juſt, as frombeing rriviall : Yer | g3omens 0! 
perhaps you intend it not in the lightnefſe of this charge,but the commonneſle : you.| rhe Church of 
have cauſedmetoſinart for my charity, yet 1 forbeare it not : What is your defence? | E28\and: 
| That you have done her no wrong, to your knowledge, Miodeſtly ſpoken, but doubr- 
fully : we know your wrong; but we know nor your knowledge. Itis well, if your 
wrong benot wilfull : an ignorant wrong 1s'both in more hope of amends, and of 
mercie : Buris not this caution added; rather for that you thinke no hatd meaſure 
can poſſibly be a wrong toſo vilea Church? Taske ,and would be denied : No, you, 
doefreely,and with all thankfulnefſe acknowledge every good thing ſhe hath : What- | 
ſoever you doe to us, I willnot any more in fayour of you, wilfully wrong my ſelfe : 
you have bidden me now to take you as 4 compleat Separatift : ard ſpeake this for 
your ſelfe and yours ; Ler the Reader now judge whether the wrong of your Set be | | 
wiltull; andacknowledgement of 'our good, free ind thankfull. Your firſt falſe na- « be hh ms 
med Martyr ſhall give the firſt witneſſe of the titles of our Church : Who (faith he) | teh © 
that were not drunke and intoxicate with the Whores Cup,cou!d affirme this confuſe | Cauſes of fe- 
Babel, theſe cages of uncleane Birds; theſe Priſons of foiile and hatetull ſpirits, to be | rd Pr. 
the Spoule of Chriſt ? And elſe-where, he cals the people of our Church, Goats and | i o&or Axdr. 
Swine. Is this any wrong to your knowlec'ge? The ſame Aurhot : They have not 
(faith he) in theit-Churches any one thing in their practice and proceedings, tiot one | prefroſepar. 
pin,naile,or hook according to the true patterne:Do you hot now freely ahdthank- | det. 
fully acknowledge our Churches good things? What is mote ordinary with him,and | 
his brother in evill, 1h» Greewood, tlian to call our Miniſters Baals Prieſts,Cat#ites, 
the marked ſervants of Antichriſt, Sellersof the Whores wares, Worſhippers of the | ;. i.cefued. | 
 Beaſt/?'Ts this'yet any wrong to your knowledge? Paſtof T{n{os ſtickes not tO ſay, | ruuch.Donar, | 
tharche Miniſtery and Worſhip of the Church of England were taken our of the Pane * 
Whores Cup ; andplainly ſtiles our Church (as which of you doe not ?) Daughter | x;.umaſica?? 
of the great Babylon, that mother of Whoredomes and abomunations of the earth : | ſon g. againſt 
yet more ; That Hierarchie, Wotſhip, Conſtitution , and Government, which Fra + 4 7 | 
they profeſſe and prattiſe, being direftly Antichriſtian, dve utterly deſtroy true | 24.14. £3 3; 
Chriſtianity, ſo'as their people and Churches cannot in that eſtate bee judged true | No#s Sac. 
Chriſtians : Doe you not now freely and thankfully ackriowledge our good things ? 
 Whar can any Devill of HelF-fay worſe againſt ns than rhis, Thar wee are no 
Chriſtians ? Or what good can'there bee in tis, if no true Chriſtianity ? If wee 
denied-every Article of the Chriſtian Creed : if wee were Mahumerans (as your 
zo0d Paſtor ſtickes not to:'cormpare us) if the moſt damned Heretikes under 
TN  Aaa _ Heaven, 
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P127-% 131» 


Barr. Confe- 
rence with M. 
Sperin, as Barr. 
hunſclfe hath 
WLIttEN Page 9. 


Fr.mbnſ. ſeven 
{ Reaſcagainſt 
Tac 323.46. 

G 19::ſ.Pref.to 
the Paiter, 


|Theunnarural- 


| nefle of ſorae 
90%) "ug ICs 

| paratilts, 

' Ruſſia 116.2-Ec- 
| eleſcdift. cap.3s 

| 4u2.ep-? Poſpd 
ia vita Ange 


| Each Bi. Eccl. 
Dams graviſ- 
| (677241 03 Cad018 
( a $L:102ant, a'- 
| 7214.7 drven ſas e- 
Ls, 

Socrat, 1,2, 2+ 
| & 30.Cyprianel. 


| 2.Epiſt.$.Novat! 


| paterinvicofa- 
1 728 7207 ts, Nec 


poſica 1b tho ſt» 
p:elt148.Sic Optat. 
[1b,t.Purpurens 
Donatifta occt- 
dit ſaroris filtos, 
Sc 

* G.Iohnſ Diſ- 
courſe of tro'1- 
bles & excom- 
IMUNIcaticns at 
Amſterdam, 
printed 1603, 


Diſcovery of 
Brawniſme 
7id G.lobnf. 

| Booke, 


| 
| Inq, into 7h. 


iFhites Diſcov. 


Same Fpilt, 15, 


than barbarous tyranny of the 4rrians before him,  are-well knowneby all Hiſtories, 


ave alſo monſtrouſly excqmmunicated your Father the Peace-ſeeker, &c. And, 
ſtraight ; How ing pg you, (as 1f he had beene theſonne, and youthe father) 


POylonous 
»King of the 
elghtofim. 
ES, Brajtors, 
re INE)keepe 


buſethem 
ge.O delpe- 
thout Faith, 


ege:W 
are we,that the very offer of bringing us to God ſhould becriminall > Theſe ae NS 
acknowledgementsof our good ; who have learned of your Paſtor to kifſe and kill al 
at once ; toblefſe and curſe with one breath : your mercies are cryell. 


SECTION XV. 


Ur who can wonder at your unnaturalnefle to the Church, that heares whar 
meaſure you mete to your owne ? Errour is commonly joyned with cruelty : 
The outragious demenors of the Circumcelliones n Anuguſtiaes time, and more 


andnot enough byany : God forbid, that I ſhould compare youtotheſe. Hearers- 
ther of Novgtzs,the Father ofa not unlike Seft, of whom Cypriem xeports, that hee 
would neither beſtow bread on his fatheralive, nor buriallon him,dead, bur ſuffered 
him both to ſtaryeand ſtinke in the ſtreer:; and for his wife (leſt he ſhouldbe merci 
full roany) he ſpurned her with his heele: and ſlew his owne childe in her body : 
Whatneed I ſeeke fo farre ? I grieve tothinke andreport, that your owne Paſtorhath 
paralleld this cruelty : His owne brother (which isno lefſe ſavage) though one of 
your Sect,1s the publike accuſer and condemner of himin this crime toall the world: 
who aftera pitifull relation of his eight yeeres quarrells with him, and foure yeeres 
Excommunication,in his Epiſtle before a large Volumeto thispurpoſe, writes thus: 

After ailtheſe, harh not our kind, carefull, and old Father come along journey 
ro make Peace > Hath heenot laboured with you, the Elders -and the Church, to 
bring you to peace? Hath hee not uſed the helpe and counſell of the reformed 
Churches herein? Yet will you not bee reclaimed; bur adding that ſinne aboyeal| 


even with teares, that yon would repent? Ina word, how.came; hee and tro you 
doore, ſhewing you thatit might be (upon his departing) youſhould ſee his face no 
more ? 8c. Yet you forced him by your ill dealing, ſtill to leaye uponyou his Curl, 
and all the Curſes written in Gods Booke againſtunthankfull and diſobedient chi 
dren. Thus farre a brother concerning a brother, againſt farher 4ndbrother. Other 
{trangely-unkjnde uſages of both,T had rather leave tothe diſcoyery of Maſter i bite, 
and this miſerable Plaintife, who have written enongh to make'an:enemie aſhamed. 
But whereupon was all this fearefull broyle in a pure'Church 2 For nothing but a 
little lace, and Whale-bone in his wiyes ſleeve. The Trojane'warre: could fot bee 
flandered with weighty a beginning. As for your Elder, Daniel $tudly (whom 


(which Is 4 A 


they being 3 


your Paſtor ſo much extolleth) if Maſter Whites Apoſtafie may beeyour ſhift againlt 


his Relation ; lerhim ſpeake, who ſt ould bave beene a Fellow Elder with him, 
banithed for your truth, though. ejeted b 


ourcenſire : Marke, (faith G. 10). 
of this $ indly) how the Lord hath yy ( 


judged him with-unnaturalgefſe ro his own 


— 


WEE "ei. Om S_—w_e——_—_ 
a -» 4% " * as -- —_ _ " = : 


— CESS children 


= 


—— ——_ ——_ —_—— 
— a_ "VAR —— 


mated 


Mn doggie agen Brennis 


re __—— ———— Co 


A (children, futtering chemo Iye ar.other mens.teer, and hang, on other mens hands, 
whiles he,his wife, and her daughter fared dawgily,and wencipraykinglynn Apparel} 
| [eveniathis place ofbanyſhmenx. I; 15no joy,to mgto blazonthctcor your, other (ins, 
would God they were fewer,andlef{ciin us all.Gnly, ic wastn che world lhould know, | 
'a5 how undurtifull you are to your common Parent,ſo thar Farhcr, Brother;Children 
| | beare parc with your Mother in theſe yourttuelries: 
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, . | g | \. vn \ & CREE ve\ ik ; vb : : | 
| | The ſuperabunlent grace of God covering and jaſing by, the, ranifeld eno! 


% 
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"1 
CY 


aties 3n that 


1107 ace and tnfirmity nee 11y; apped (Byt what ties, E ſhould we ftilf have coptinned int ſinne, | 
| | that grave might haute abornden<If God have cauſed @ further trut." like 7 lieht ina dark place, 
p| to ſhare inour bearts.fhould we jill bc mingled that light with darkneſſe,contrary tothe Lords 


I a = io 


| ow#2 praice,Genel. 1.4. an:l exprefje precept £ 2 Cor.6.14. 

| | : | | S k CTION X V1: | 

| 

[| | & eo hravergeccrved from her? Nothinggives whatit hart. nor 2A: Baptiline;perhaps; 
| | ® Alas, bueno true Sacrament;yol lay:yea,the ſeale of gracelcſtiefſe and miſchiele z 
 \As Iittleare youbeholden cothe Church for that, as the-Church ro you, for your 


zZ 


\anuliity, . 


- 
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1 | Church, beingnot yct gathered to Chriſt;isno Church, andtherctore her baptiſme 
| | | 
| 


C| Whatelſedoe you owe to the liberality of this ſtep-Game' 2, You are cloſe; your, 
| {Paſtors laviſh for you both ; whothus ſþcaks of himſelfe;and you,and us : I'confeſle: 
| that whiles I was Minifter in-your Church of England, I ſtood'in an Antichriſtian 
| | | citate ; yet doubt Inot, but even then; 'beingof-rhe Elect of God, I was parraker 
| | | chrough faith, ofthe mercy ofGad in Chriſt to ſalvation : butas for yon (M. Izcob 


and his fellow-Chriſtians) whiles you. chus remaine!, you'cannot in that eſtate ap- 
| | prove your ſ{clyes tehave the promiſe of falyation:, Behold herc; the Church of En- 


{ 


! 


| 


| toher? og os Coles WS 1 net vents 

Gods fuperabundant grace doth ncither abate oughtof her Antichriſtianiſme, nor 
, || move youto iollow him in covering, and palling by rhe manitald enormiries monr 
| |:Church, wherewith thoſe good things are in{eparably commingled : Your owne | 
D month (hall condemne you:Doth God paſſe over our enormiries,and doe you tticke, 


—  —— 
—_—_—— 


4 


{ned to be more juſt than your Maker:Or if you be not above hisjuſtice,why are you 
| againſt his mercy 2 God hath not difclaumed us, by your owne confeſlion : you have 
| [prevented him. If Princes leafires may- not bee ſtayedin reforming, yet thall nor 
\ | Gods inrejeQing? Your ignorance enwrapped you in. your Crrours : us infinite wit- 
| | | dome ſeesthem, and yet his infinite mercy forbeares them : ſomight you at once 
| | {have ſeen, dilliked, ſtayed ; if you did not herein goe contrary to the courſcs of our 
common God, how happy ſhould both fides have beene ? yea, how ſhould there 
| | bee no ſides? How ſhould wee bee more inſeparably commingled, than our good : 
\ |and evill? 6 ng NS FE dons 

| | But ſhould you have continued {till in finne that grace migit have abounded ? 
E | God forbid : youmighthave continued here withont ſin, (fave your owne)and then 
\ {race would no leſſe haye aboundcd to you, than now your linne abounds 1m not con- 
| |tinuing : What need you ro ſurfer ofanother mans Trencher? Others finnes need no 
| | more to infett you, than your gracescan fanfifie thcm. As for your: further ligh = 
| | ſuſpect it not of God : ſuſpet it to bee meere darkneſle:: and if the light in you hec 

darkneſſe, how great is that darkneſſe? What? fo true and gloriousa light of God, and 


ao1 


| Church wherewith theſe good 1hings are inſeparably copming!cl, and whereinwee alſo through, | 


id 


. 
) 
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| |. then ſich be the good thingsof our Church; Whar 00d can you acknowledge | 


| | glandgaye you but an Anciehriſtian eſtare ; if God give ſecret mercy, what is that 


yea, ſeparate 2 Doth his grace cover them, and doe you diſplay them? Have you lear- | 


— - .— 


Sponſe. 
Mihi accuſatte 


icet ern. 
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ns 
'Whatthe Sc- 


holden. te the 


| v12ndfor. 


' good acceptation; Why are you not baptized? Yo that cannor:abide a falſe Church, .j 327. Exam. be. 
\ Why doe you content your ſelves with a talſe Sacrament '? efpecjaily, ſince our 


biſhop and L. 
4ndrr{one 


DOx3n0n habet 


nal,gpr.lib.t. 


Bar. ſupra Fr, 
lobn againſt M 


z, 


neverſecne tillnow ? No Worlds, Times,Charches,Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Martyrs, Fathers, Doftors, Chriſtians, ever ſaw this truth looke forth beſides, you 
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' rhemſelves bc. 
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: Bat theCharch of England ( ſayyon) zs our Mother, ani ſo ought not to be avoided - But ſo, 
| we muſt not ſo cleave to holy Mother Churchas we negle@ our Heavenly Father,and his 
dements, which we know in that eſtate we cont7 not but tran greſſe; and that Fainouſy and 
againſt oni conſeiences,not onel in the want of many Chriſtian Ordinances towbihwee arc w 
ftraighth bewnd both by Gods Word and our owne neceftits. 
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He Church of England is your Mother,ro.her ſmall comfort ; ſhe hath borne 
The Mother- you, and repented. Alas, you have g1yen her cauſe to POWTE Out Tobs curſe 
hood of the : ; LT, wp es 
Charch of & upon your Birth day, by your not onely forſaking bur curſing her: Stand not 
En landgow ' [ upon hexfaults, which you ſhall never-proye'capitall : Not onely the beſt Paren 
farurobger® -| might have brought forth a rebellious ſonne ro be ſtoned. Whatthen? Doe we prefer 
peut. 21422,23-| dury to piety, and ſo plead forour holy Mother Church,that wenegle& our Heaven. | 
[ly Father,yea, offend him ? See what you ſay ;it muſtneedsbe'an Holy Motherthar 
| © _ -| cannotbe pleaſed without the diſplea ure of God: Agood wife, that oppoſes ſach an 
n——_— husband : 2 good ſonne that upbraids this unjuſtly : Therefore is ſhe a Church, your 
| a:ri notre. | Mother, holy, becauſe ſhee bred you to God, cleaves tohim;obeyes his commande- 
Aug-Epil38- *\ ments, and commandsthem. Andlo farre is ſhee from this deſperate contradiftion, 
| chart ſhe yowerh nor to hold youfor her ſonne, unlcfſe you-honour God a5 a Father, 
It is « wilfull ſlander that you couldnot bur hainouſly tranſgreſſe under her : I dare 
rake it upon my ſowe, that all your tranſgrefſion which you ſhould neceſſarily have 
incurred by her obedience, is nothing ſo hainous, as your uncharirabteneſſe in your 
| cenfuresand diſobedience. Conſcience is a common plea,eyen to thoſe you hate:we 
inquirenot how ſtrong it is,buthow well informed: not whether it ſggeſt this,bur 
| whereupon. Togoe againſt the conſcience is finne,to follow a'miſ-informedconſci- 
ence is'{inne alfo: If you doenot the firft, we know you are faulty in the ſecond: He 
that 1s greater than the conſcience, will not take this for an excuſe : Burt wherein 
ſhould have beene this tranſgreſſion ; ſounavoydable, hainous, againſt conſcience? 
Firſt, inthe wantof many ordinances, to which we are moſt ſtritly bound, bothby 
Gods Word,and our owne neceſſities. gr bEE IIa Ly 
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| The want of (An you thitike this hangs well together?You ſhould here want many of Gods 
yeni] C | Ordinances: why ſhould you wane them?Bocauſe you are nor ſfrdtoem 
Dd hothes joy them: whohinders it? Superiour powers:Did ever man wilfully and hat- 
finſull ro us: | nouſ]y offend, for wanting of that which he could not have?Whar hath conſcienceto 
—_— doe with that which is out of our power? Is neceſſity with you become a fine, and| 
ſer up without | that hainouP? Davids driven to lurke in the wilderneſſe, and forced towant the uſe of 
E ger many divine Ordinances : It was his ſorrow,not his tranſgreſſion : He complaines of 
& 30 OV UE NM . 7% © ; EE: "I | $4 
Das o5” OAH doth he accuſe himſelfe of finne? Notto deſire them had beene fin,no fine 
«ye 45 | to bedebarred them : Well might this be $4X/s finne, butnot his. Have you not {1ns 
692%" ;e- | enNOW of your owne, that you muſt needs borrow of others > But I ſee your ground: 
| rorem viotnti-| You are bond to have theſe Ordinances; and therefore withour Princes, yea againſt 


[4% cor mp1r%;) them:ſo it is your tranſgreſſion to wantthem in ſpight of Magiſtrates : Gaudentiss the 
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Foe —= Donarift ranght you thisof old; and this is one of the Hebrew Songs which M*. Bar- 
rzr.c2p.11.9 3- | row (gs to un Babylon, that we care not to make Chriſt atrend upon Princes, al 
Cured, 6 | to bed ſubject totheir Lawes and Goyernment : and his Predeceffor ( the root 0 
| your Sett) tels us in this ſenſe the Kingdome of Heaven muſt ſaffer violence, and | 
chatir comes notwith obſervation : that men may ſay, Loe the Parliament, 0! loe; | 
the Biſhops decrees : and in the ſame Treatiſe 3 The LordsKingdome muſt wall - | 
| ks : | you 3 
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P2Ig.,2430, 

3 Chron." 3. 

> Chr. 14.9 15, 
2 Chro#.29. 

2 C/1707.3C0, 

2 ChroN3 4 


Exr 4.23,24- 


{ be 
fleſh, or Idolatry,or forbidden the uſe of the Law; thoſe which now yeelded;had VE 
fered,atid at once teſtified their obedience roauchority, and piety ro him thar ſits i 
' the aſſembly of theſe earthen gods. I urge no more : Perhaps you are. mare wiſe, or 
 lefſe mutinous : you night eafily therefore purge your conſcience from this ſinne,of | 
wanting what you might not perforce enjoy. ry 007 76 Og 
Say that yourChurch ſhould employ you backe te this our 2abylen, for the calling 
ont of more Proſelytes: you are intercepted, impriſoned : Shall it be finne ni you tiot 
to heare the Propheſies at Amſterdam 2 The Clink is a lawfull excuſe : If your feet be 
| bound, your conſcience is not bound. In theſe Negatives, outward force takes away | * The bonds of 
both ſinne and blame, andaltersthem from the patient to the actor ; ſo rhat now you CORY « 
ſee your ſtraight bonds (if they were ſuch) looſed by obedience, and over-ruling kl by the Se 
Power. | | favs > [ar | 
es ” og 6 [frog 
SECTION X1I.K. ru = | © Doctores 
| | '* | Quuos Maxime ut 
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| Bi what * bonds were theſe ſtraight one2Gads Word and yourowne neceſſi- SOT PEIR Po 
no | | 
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Yer" ks lwſti, [dem pg- 
tie : Both ſtrong and indiffoluble. fo ſe feut & 
Where God hath bidden, God forbid that wee ſhould care for the forbid- | 77, 


6! 101 alius Pa- 


dance ofmen:I reverence from my ſonle(fo dothour Church,their deare fiſter)thoſe | fores,aios Do- 


| worthy forraine Churches which have choſenand followedthoſe formes of ourward | For 'ieti- 

| Goyernment rhatareevery way fitteſt for their owne condition. It is enough foryour ny Drodoiffe 
Sect rocenſure them:I touch nothing common to them with you:*While the world | Pafores,ſcbinn-| 

\ |ſtand=th, where will it eyerbe ſhewed out of the Sacred Booke of Gad, that he hath 5 leaks | 

; |charged; Let there be perpetuall Lay-Elders in every Congregation : Let eyery Af- | Pofores ad offi 

; |{-mbly have a Paſtor and Door, diſtinct in theircharge and offices : Let all Deciſi- noe im 
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Barr. againft 
Gf. inveighs 


1 for this cauſe 


againſt rhe 
Conſfiſtory of 
Geneva, 
FreJohnſ.com- 
plaints of the 
Dutch and F s 
ChurchegDe- 
ſcription of a 
viſible Church 
cannot make a 
DiſtinR. in the 
Definition of 
their Offices. 


The neceflity 
of their pre- 
rended ordi- 
IRAncce 


Nalla neceſſitaa 
maar eft chari- 
tate. Hieron. 
Apol.ad Ruff. 
 Fr.Jun.deEccle. 
Sed accidunt 
piiſepe tempera 
| quab4s aut 10va 
| Ecclefia gentid- 
| tur aut altera 


pitnr ((culicet 
eegtaw vel) 
& tamen Fecle- 
(ia efſe non dtſp- 
nit;for ma 24m- 
rumeſſentiall 
 adhuc permas 
nentes 

Aﬀ.7 bes. 

| Cypele3o ge 9. 
 Meminiſſe Dia- 


xiam Apoilolos 
(1d eft)Epiſcopys 
\ & prepoſites 
Domiws clegi!« 
Di&acangs autem 
poſt aſcenſum 
Domini Colds 
Apoſtoliſebt cons 


| fituerunt Epiſe 


copatus ſus 
Eccleſie mini- 
#ros. 

Rom. 1.8, 
I Core! ey. 

t Theſ«l.7. 


| preach the Goſpell, and whole truth of God to the people. 


{ 


State of Chriſtians 119. Deſcription of viſible Church, H.Clap.Epilt before his Treatiſe of Sinn againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Brown; ſts 4.Poki- 
tion. Troublcand Excomat Amſtex. Fr.Iobnſcina Letter yo M.Smath. I 


pai's Later run 


| of yeeres) withour them: Therefore they are not of the efſence ofthe Church: You 


cont debent que- 1 


| be eluded by flight : you have fought and found elſe-where what the neceffitie ofour 


eAn fpologie apainſt Browniſts. 3 


' F . "9 . . Pg po omen 
ons, Excommunications, Ordinations, be performed by the whole multirude : 1.o\5 


private Chriſtians (above the firſt turne, in extremitie) agree to ſetoyer them(el;e, 
a Paſtor, choſen fromamongſt them, and receive hun with Prayer, and (unlefle tha 
Ceremony be turned ro pompe and Superſtition) by impoſition of hands, Let there 
be Widowers (which you call Releevers)appointedevery where tothe Church-$er.. 
vice, Let certaine diſcreet and able men which arenot Miniſters, be appoinred tg 


All the learned Divines of other Churches are in theſe lefr, yea, in the moſt of 
them cenſured by you: Hath God ſpoken theſe things to you alone ? Plead nor Re. 
velations, and we feare younot. Pardon fo homely an example: Asſoone, and bythe 
fame illumination ſhall G. 7oh»ſ- prove to your Conſiſtory the laceof the Paſtors 
wives leeye,or rings,or Whale-bones,or others amonglt you(as your Paſtor confeſ. 
ſerhknit-ſtockings,or corke-ſhooes forbidden flatly by Scriptures,as theſe comman. 
ded.We ſee the letter of the Scriptures with you : you ſhall fetch bloud of them with 
ſtraining,ere you ſhall wring out this ſenſe: No,no,(MR. never make Cod your ſtale: 
Many of your ordinances came from no higher than your owne braine : Others of 
them though God acknowledges, yet he impoſed nor : Pretend what you will:Theſe 
are but the cords of your owne conceit,not bonds of Chriſtian obedience. 


SucCTIONAXX. 


He firſt of theſe then, is eaſily untwiſted : your ſerond is neceflitic: Than 
which what can be ſtronger 2 what law, or what remedy 1s againſt neceſſitie 2 
What we muſt haye we cannot want: Oppoſe butthe publike neceſlitieto 


one of theſe neceſlities (like two nailes) driveoutanother : So they have done, and} 
your owne neceſlitic (as the ſtronget)hath prevailed ; for that other neceſſitic might| 


lawes denied, afd the neceffitie of your conſcience required. Bewareleſt unjuſtly : 
Sinne is as ſtrong bond to a good heart as impoſiibilitic ; Chriſtians cannot doe what 
rhey ought not : contrary to the lawes of your Prince and Countrey : you have fled 
notonly from us, but fromour Communion, Either is diſobedience no fin, or might| 
you doe this evill,that good may come of itzBut what necefficy is thisfimple andab- 
ſolute,or conditionalPIs there noremedie bur you muſt needs have ſuch Elders, Pas 
ſtors, Dofors, Releevers, ſuch offices, ſuch executions? Can there be no Church,no 
Chriſtians without them? Whar ſhall we {ay of the families ofthe patriarkes, of the 
Jewiſh congregations under the Law, yea, of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? Either deny 
them to haye beene viſible Churches, orſhewus your diſtin& offices amongſt them: 
But as yet (youſay)they were not : Therefore God hath had a true Church(thouſands 


call mee to the times ſince Chriſt : I demand then, was there not a worthy Church of 
Godin Jerufalemfrom the time of Chriſts Aſcenſion, till the eleRion of the feven 
Deacons. Thoſe hundred and twentie Diſciples, 4. r.15.and three thouſand Con- 
verts,A@.2.4.1. Thoſe continuall Troupes that flocked to the Apoſtles, were they no 
true Church? Let the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts be Paſtors and DoRors : where were | 
their Elders, Deacons, Releeyers? Afterwards when Deacons were ordained, yet 
what newes is there of Elders, till 48.11 # yetthatof Jeruſalem was more forward 
thanthe reſt: We will not (as youare wont)argue from Scriptures negatively. : 00 
proofe, yet much probabiliticis in 8.Pexl; ſilence : Hee writes to Rope, Cori#th, and 
other Churches : thoſe his Divine letters ina ſiveet Chriſtian ciyility ſalute evenor- 
dinary Chriſtians :And would he hayeutterly paſſed by all mention oftheſe Church- 
ofticers, amongſt his ſo preciſe acknowledgement of leſſer titles in others, ifthey me 
beene erethis ordained? yet all theſe more than true. Churches, famous ſome 


ſhops and Deacons, but no Elders beſidesthem, The Churches of Chriſt ſince ay” 
| Sou acti | 


yours : your neceſlirie of having, to the publike neceſlitie of withholding :and let|. 


* A 


them, rich, forward and exemplary. Onely the hilipptan Church is ſtiled withBl-| 
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An Apologie againſt Browniſts. 


(ifat leaſt you willgrant thatChriſt had any Church rill nOWNAave continyed inare- 
corded ſucceſſion thorow many hundreds of yeares, Search the Monuments of her | 
Hiſtories : ſhew us where ever in particular Congregations all theſe your neceſſary 
Offices(as you deſcribe them)were either found or required. It was therefore a new- 
no-neceſfitie thar bound you to this courſe, or (if you had rather)a neceſſitic of Fal- 
libilitie : Ifwith theſe God may be well ſerved, he may be well ſerved withqut them. 
This is not that 9»# neceſſariun that Chriit commends in Mary: you might have fate 
{till with lefſe trouble, and more thankes. ee Oe Tr gener 
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But alſo in our moſt ſunfall ſubjeFion to many Antichriſtian enormities, which we are bound 
to eſchne as hell. eu 


+ bc ad 
OT Evo fats, 99_o 
» a _ a 
- a 


Section XXL. 
| Es DEE : | I The cnormities 
Bu beſides that we ought to have had ſomewhat whichwe want, we have ſome- 


of rhe Ciurch | 

what which we ſhould have wanted: Some ? yea, many Antichriſtian enormi- |i2 <opmen. | 
ries Toſay weare abſolute, and neither want nor abound, were the yoice of 

Laodicea or Tyrus inthe Prophet :Otur Church as the is true, ſo humble : and is as 
farre from arrogaring perfection,asacknowledging falſhood : Ifthe have cnormiries, | ;, ,,1pcugaing 
yet not ſomany : or if many, not Antichriſtian. Your Chan hath eſpied ninetic one | . 12c0b. 
nakednefſes in this his mother,and glories to ſhew them ; All his malice cannor thew, OE To 
one fundamentall errour : and when the foule mouth of your falſe Martyr hath ſaid m4 TIC 
all, they are bur ſome ſpots and blemiſhes, nor the old running iflues, and incurable 
botches of Zgypt - the particulars ſhall plead for themſelves, Theſe you eſchewas hell: 
While you goe on thus uncharitably both alike ; Doe you hate theſe more, than 
Maſter $-##h, and his faftion hates yours; His CharaQter ſhall be judge : So doe we 
value your deteſtation, as you his. It were well for you, if you eſchewed theſe enor- 
miries lefſe, and hell more : Your finfull ſabje&tianrto theſe unchriſtian humors, will 
prove mare fearefull than to our Antichriſtian enortnities, © Ss 
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SEP. 


Shee is our rother : ſo 299 ſee be,and get wot the Lords Wife : every mother ofchildrex is not 
4 wife. Ammi aud Ruhamah wereb34den to plead with their mother Apoſtat Tirael, and pleads 
that ſhewas not the Lords Wife, wor he her Hwsband, Hol. 2. 1,2, And though os forbii ms 4 
thouſand times. yet muſt we plead * not toexcuſe onr fautt, tat to juſtife our innocencie « and that 
zot only not ſo much in reſpett of our ſelves, as of the truth : which without ſacrilegewe may uot 
ſuffer to be condemned unheard. And if you jet hegre her zot, rater blame your ſelves as deafe, 
than #s 25 dumbe. Hieroni. ad Euſtoch. Epitaph. Paulz exPfal. 67. 


SacTioN XXII. 


7 He may be your Mother (you fay)andnotthe Lords Wife, Ir is2gaod Mother | The Church of 
& thathath Children, and no Husband: Why did you nat call her plaine Whore? England is the 


| : . \ RR} Spouſe of 

” Your old Embleme is, As is the mother,is the Daughter. Theſeare the mo- Chriſt, ” 

deſtcircumlocutionsofa good ſonne,who caresnor to prove himſclte a Baſtard, that |Cymr: 4 Sopii 
his Mother ma;y be markt for an Harlot :be youa true Lo-ammi but England ſhall ne- "el 


terart non poteſt| 


ver (1 hope) prove an Apoſtate Iſrael :Wee haye no Calyes in our Dan and Bethel, |porſucorrftin 
none of terobogmrs Idolatry : We have ſtill called God 1þz, and neyerburnt incenſe to. 00 go 
Baalim : Tris your Synagogue that hath fallen away from 1ug,as Iſrael from Juda : But ['s King, 12:39. 
theſe Childsen were bidden to plead : Gods command ſhields them fromthe note of \#4{3.16-213. | 
ungrations. Abrabaw muſt ſacrifice his Sonne ; and this Sonne muſt condemne his 
Mother : ſhew us etther our equall deſert, or your equall warrant. Where hath God 
proclaimed our Churchnot his? By whoſe hand hath hepubliſhed her diforce ? You | 
haveſhamed her wombe, not ſhe Fo bed, nor God her Penn EO | 
'Your tongues are your owne, whocan forbidyou? Weknow you will plead, and 
excuſe ; and cenſare,and defend; till allthe world be weary : we may pray with H7e- 
7013 to this ſenſe that of the Pſalmiſk, Ipcreps Dawire Beſtias Calami £ yer wee lee your | | 
rn nanny =” | Ro ens,!.. 
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* | Pens, Tongues, and Preſſes, buſie & violent. Iwill nor apply to you thar which augyp Fr 

Aug cont. Ei. of his Donariſts. Though truth compellyouto be dumbe, yer 1N1quitie will not ſuffer 

a you to be ſilent. But if you write whole Marts and worlds of Volumes: You ſhall 

never beable either tojuſtifie your Innocence, or excuſe your faulr : In the meane 

F time, the noiſe of your contentions 18 lo great,that your truth cannot be heard. Lear- 
Ejit. Iwniind | ned Turivs,and our learned(t Divines,and neighbour Churches, haye oft 

Ak clamouts, never yourtruth : So little have you of this,and ſo much of the 


we are ready towith (as he of old) either our ſelyesdeafe, or you dumbe 
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' Ir not Babylon the Mother of Gods people ? whom he therefore commandeth to depart ou 
her, leſt being partakers of her ſunes, they alſo partake of ter plagues. And to conclude oþaj I” 
you more againf xs, for your Mother the Church of England tha the Fapiſts doe for their Mothe, 

#ndyour Motlers Mother, the Church of Rome, againſt you, whom they cond:nine as unnatugi 
Baſtards and impions Patwicides inyour ſeparation from her £ | 


| SzcTIOoN XXII. 
How = 6 T He ſpirit of your Projo-Martyr,would hardly have digeſtedthistitJe of Balylon 
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England hath Mother of Gods people ; a murdering Step-mather,rather : Shee cannothea| 
ſepararedfrom | ll Mother of Children to God,and no Church of God: Notwithſtanding;Gods 
; people (would he ſay) may be in her, notofher. So Babylon borethem nor, bur Sion 
in Babylon ; But I feare not your exceſle of charitie : You fly to your DoCtors chal- 
(Rr [lenge; andaske whatwe ſay againſt you for us, which Rome willnor ſay for her ſelf 
| ſpeech to againſtus: Will you juſtifie this Plea of Rowe,ornor ? It you will, why doe yourevile 

| Counterpoyte [her ? If you will not, why doe you objett it? | - 

Heare then what we ſay both ro yon and them,our enemies both: and yer the ene- 
miesof our enemies : Firſt, wee diſchime, and defie your Pedegree and theirs. The 
: Church of Roms was never our Mothers Mother : Our Chriſtian faith came notfrom 
4 Sroue Zeta | the ſeyen-hilles: Neither was derived either from Augyftine the Monke,or Pope Gre- 
Io, , org. Britany had a worthy Church before either of them lookt intothe world: It is 
ju bic ſepul- | true that the ancient Romane Church was fiſter to ours ; here was neere kindred,no 
__ Paſcba | dependance: And nor more conſanguinitie, than (while ſhe continued faithfull) 
| Greco more ce- | Chriſtian love: Now ſhe 1s gone a whoring,her chaſte ſiſter juſtly ſpitreth at her : yer 

Os. even ſtill(ifyou RS oc your learned Antagoniſt hath taught you, betwixtthe| 
DiÞ.Cen.8.8. | Church and Papacie)ſhe acknowledges her Siſterhood, though ſhe refraines her con- 
Fr.1on.gng, |verlation: as ſhe hath many laviſh and fatiousabettorsof her knowne and groſſe er- 

ng rours (to whom we deny this title affirming them the body, whereof Antichriſt is 
the head, the great Whore,and Mother of abominations; ſoagaine how many thou- 
ſands hath ſhe, which retaining the foundation according to their knowledge, (as 
our learned Whitakers had wont to fay of Bernard)follow Abſolom witha ſimple heart: 
all which to reje& from Gods Church, wereno better than preſumptuous cruelty. It 
| ere well for you before Godand the world, if you could as eafily waſh your hands 
of unnatural! 1mpierie, and trecherouſneſſe, as we of Baſtardy andunjuſt ſequeſtra- 
tion. There can be no Baſtardie, where was never any Motherhood, wee were ne- 
phewesto that Church, neyer ſonnes :unlefſe as Rome was the mother Citie ofthe 
world, ſo by humane inſtitution, we robe, In ſelyes to berangedunder her Patri- 
| archall authority,as being the moſt famous Church of theWeſt:a matter of courteſe, 
{ andpretended Order ; no neceſfity, no ſpirituall obltgarion. As for our ſequeſtration, 
your mouth and theirs may be ſtoprt with this Anſwer : As all corrupted Churches, 
fo ſome thingsthe Church of Rome ſtill holds aright ;atrue God inthree perſons, 
| true Scriptures, though with addition, a true Chrif, though mangled with foule and 
| erroneous conſequences ; true Baptiſine, though ſhamefully defornied with rota 

Traditions; and many other undeniable truths of God': ſome other things (and roo 
many) her wicked Apoſtaſie hath deviſed and maintained abominably. amiſle; the 
| body of her Antichriſtianiſme, grofle errours, and (by juſt ſequell) hereſies; their 
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Popes Supremacie, infallibilitie, Tllimication, Tranſnbſtantiation, Idolatrous and 
ſuper- 


he ee CT wa _ 


nd — CO _ —_—_ —_ 


\ 


-—_ n Fee A" 
Sm K dn - = 2 p32 bi 
ES —  — — —{<H—— : "IF T0 
and S- Brea 2 * . - 
' Ls. i lei radix 


—__— 


| rhere is no-more difference berwixt Rozze and tis, than there is berwixtusand you? 
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en Apolopie againſt Browniſts. 
ſuperſtitious worthip,and athonfand other of this branne: in regard of ll theſe lacter, | 
we profeſle to the world a juſt andancicnt ſeparation from this falſe taith and devo- | 
tion of theRomiſh Church ; which neicher you will fay, northey ſhall ever prove 
faulrie: yeararher they have in all theſe ſeparared from us,who (t11l irrefragably pro- 
teſſe.ro hold with the ancient, from whom theyare deparred; In regardof the othe: 
weeare {till with them, holding and embracing with them whar they hold with 
Chriſt {neither will you (I thinkeJeyer prove that in theſe we ſhould differ; As for 
our communion, they have ſeparated us by t:eir proud and foolith excommunicati- 
ons : ifchey hadnot, wee wouldjuſtly have begun : fromrheir Tyrannic and Anti- 
chriſtianiſme, from their miſerable Idolatrie : buras for the body of their poore [e- 
duced Chriſtians, whichremaine among{t them upon therrue foundation{as donbr- 
lefſe there are thouſands ofthem which langh ar their Pardons, Miracles, Superſtiri- 


ons, andtheir traſt mn merits repoting only upon Chriſt)wee adhere ro them in love 
and pitie,and have teſtified our affettion by onr bloud, ready upon any juſt call rodoe 
it more z neither would feare rojoyne with them in any true ſeryice Four common 
God: Bur rhe full diſcourſe of this point, thar honourable and learned” Pls/er-hath ſo 


I referre my Reader, for full farisfaction : Would God this point were thorowly 
knowne, and well weighed on all parts. The neglect or ignorance whereof hath 
both bredandnurſed your ſeparation, and driven the weake and inconfiderate into 
ſtrange extremities. ANT . | : | 
This fay we of our ſelves in no more Charitie that: Truth : Bur for you'; how dare 
you make chis ſhameleſſe compariſon ? Can your hearc ther your rongue to ſoy, rhar 


foreſtalled, that whatſoever I ſay, would ſeeme but borrowed. Unto his rich Treatiſe | 


How many hundred errours, how many damnable herefies have we evinced with you, 
in that ( ſo compounded) Church ? ſhewas bur one miſ-opinion in our Church that 
You can prove within the ken of the foundation : Letnotzeale make you impudent: 
Your DoQor could fay(ingenuouſly fure)rhar in the Doctrines which ſhe profefſeth, 
ſhe is farre better and purer than the Whore Mother of Rye, and yourlaſt Martyr, ; 
yet better : If you meane(faith he)by a Church (as the moſt doe)rhar publike profeſ- 
ſion whereby men doe profeſle ſalvation tobe had by the death and righrteouſneſſe of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Lam free from deny ing any Church of Chriſt robe inthis Land : for 1. 
know the Doctrine touching the holy Truary,the natures and offices of the Lord Je 
ſus, free juſtification by him ; both the Sacraments,&c. publiſhed by her Majelties au- 
choritic,and commanded by her lawes,tobethe Lords blefſed and undoubred Truths, 
without the knowledge and profeſſion whercof no ſalvation is to be had : Thus hee 
with ſome honeſtie, though lictle ſenſe. If therefore your will doe not ſtand in your 
light, you may wellſee, why wee ſhonldrhus forſake rheir communion, and yet not 
'you ours. Yet though their corruptions be 1ncomparably more, we have not dared t9 
ſeparate ſo farre from them, as you have done from us for lefle : Stillwe hold them | 
even a viſible Church; but unſound, ſicke,dying; ficke, notof2 conſumption onely, 
but of a leproſie or plague (fo is the Papacie to the Church) diſeaſes, nor more deadly 
than infetious : Tf they be not rather 1nSardzs raking; ot whom the ſpirit of God 
ith, thou haſt a name that thou liveſt, but thou art dead; and yetinthe next words 
bids chem awake,and ſtrengthen the things which are ready todie. And though our 
jadgement and practice have forſaken their erroneous doctrines and ſervice, yetour 
charirie (if you rake rhat former diſtin&tion) hath not utterly forſaken and condem- | 
ned their perſons. This is not our cooleneſle, but equalirie : your reprobation of us | 


for them hath hot more zeale than headftrong uncharitableneſfe. 


Sep. 


An1were not Luther, Zuinglins, Cranmer, Latimer, a#d the reſ# bezot to ibe Lordin 
the IVombe of the Romiſh Cburch £ did they not receive the know!edge of 15 Trut when they ſtood 


_— members of it 8 whom notwithſtauding afterwards they forſcoke , ard that juſth for her 
ornication. Lane | ws IE | 
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 eAn Jpologie againſt Browniſts. 
f p _ 42 2; S$:crion XXIV. V 


Foes Ur how could you withour bluſhing once name Cranmer; Latimer, andthoſe o. | 
Pity cog] | hich-haveb ſooftobjectedto the conviction | 
| on made by ther holy Martyrs, wiich-haye beene DJ ne conviction of your | 
; ourboly Mar- ' MF Schiſmne ? Thole Saints fo forſooke the Romith Church;as we have done, dieq 


1 
bi 
eyrs, ' 


| ' witneſſes of Gods truth in that Church, from which you are ſeparated! : lived, prea- | 
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| ched, poverned,ſhed their bloud in the communion ofthe Churchof England, which | 
| you diſclaime and condemne as no Church of God,as meerly AntichriſtiancEirhe; of 
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| neceſlity they were no Martyrs,yea,no Chriſtians,or elſc your S Eparations and Cen- | 
' ſures of usare wicked. Chuſe whertheryou will ; They were in the ſame cafe with Us: 
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\ Ive are in-the ſame caſe with them; nodifference but in the time : either their blond 
' will be upon your heads, or your owne : this Church had then the ſame conſtiturion. 
the fame confuſion, the ſame worſhip, the ſame miniſtery, the ſame gayernment p 
: (which you brand with Antichriſtianiſne)ſwayed by the holy hands of theſemen of 
God; condemne them,orallow us. For their Separation : They found many maine| 
_ *erronrsof DoErirte in the Church ot Rome (in the Papacy nothing but errors) worth | 
. dying for: ſhew us one ſuch in ours, and we will not only approye your Separation, 
: bur imitate it. | pe] 


i 


apo 4 rt 
- 
——_— 
<7 
- . 
«. 


__ ww 
ins _—_ _ "— LY 
7 - - #2" gi: * = > 
_ * o -- # = - — 
Jo Ry GR 6, - __ a. en oety 
A O_o I Ee 
- - _ m4 & 5.—S - 
- 
P——_ þ 
_ v4 = A I» TS > . 
4 - - __ 
A m—_ _—— 


Lee” | DBP, 


:—* Byt here in the name of the Cl urch of England, you waſhyorr hands of all Babyloniſh gboni- | 
nations whicþ; you pretend you have forſakgs,eud ber for them. And in this regard you ſpeak thus: 
The Reformation ou have made of the many 4nd wajne corruptions of ile Romiſh Church, we! 
doe ingenuouſly ackpowledge,oud doe withail embrace with you all the truths which toour kyow- 
ledge you bave received ov of them. But ROme was wot built all ina day. The jſtery off C 
1Yniquity did advance it ſelfe by degrees :and as the riſewas,ſo muſt the fall be. That Man of Sipne | 
148d Lawleſſe man, muſt langyiſh and ae. away of a conſumption,2 Thefl,2.8. And what theugh 

: 12any of the higheſt Towers of Babel,and of the ſtrongeſt Pillars alſo be demolifþed, and pulled: 
i dorwre, yet ava the building ſtand ſtill, though tottering to ard fro (as it doth\and only under-' 

+ propped and upheld with the ſhoulder and armeof fleſh, without which in a very moment it would | 

! ſallflat upor, and lie levelI with the earth. 


Et; SncTrlONXMV, | 
| T > Hc Churchof England doth not now waſh her hands of Babylonith abomi- 
' FB nations but rather ſhewes they are cleane. Would God they were no more 
foule with yourtJander than her owne Antichriſtianiſtne, Here will be found} 

nor prerences, bur proofes of our forſaking Babylon ;of your forfakingus,not Guch! D 
_as well-coloured pretences : You begin to beingenuous ; while you confeſſe arcfor- 


mation in the Church of England : not of fome corruptions, but many ; and thoſe' 
| | many not ſlight; but maine. : | 7 
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; Thegittsof Adverſariesare thanklefe : As 7erome ſaid of his Ruff7ans,ſomay we of' 
' you,thar you wrong us Wirth praiſes: This i5no more praiſe than your next page gives! 
; to Antichriſt himſelfe. Leaye our many, and though your commendations be more; 
 yncertaine,we ſhall accept it: ſo your indefinite propoſition ſhall ſound to us asgene- 
rall, That wee have reformed the maine corruptions of the Romiſh Church : None 
therefore remaine upon us, but ſlight and ſuperficiall blemiſhes. So you have forſaken 
a Church of fouleskin, bur of a ſound heart ; for want of beaurie, nor of truth. 
| Buryou fay many, not All, that if you can pickea quarrell with one, you might re- | 
 jectall : yetſhew us that one maine and ſubſtantial errour, which we have not refor-! E 
' med : and you doe not more embrace thoſe truths with us which we haye received, [-; 


than we will condemne that falſhood which you haye rejected, and embrace thetruth 


| 


L 
i 


I 
\ 


of that Separation which you have praiſed. 


| Thedegrees whereby thar ſtrumpet of Babylon got on horſeback you have learned 
of us, who have both learned and raughr, that as Chriſt came nor. abruptly into the 
(world, but with many prefages, and prefigurations, (The day was long dawning ere! 


| 


,this Sunne aroſe) ſo his adverſary (that Antichriſt) breakes not ſaddenly upon the: | 
: ern mower terns = _ a — : C arch, ' | 


| a— On 
5 4c * SS —-» "_ 


7 Hpolopie againſ} Browniſts. : 


———— 


Church, but comes with much preparation and long expettance : and ashisriſe,ſo.his | ©. + 


fall maſt be graduall,and leiſurely : Why ſay you then, rhar the whole Church every | 


where, mult at once utterly fall offfrom that Church where that Man of Sinne fitterh? 
His fall depends on rhe fall of others,or rather their riſing fromunder him : If neither 
ofcheſe malt be ſudden, why 1s your haſte ? Bur this muſt rot be, yet ought : as there 
muſt be hereſies, yet rhere ought not:It is one thing what God hath ſecretly decreed, 
another what muſt be deſired of us : Ifwe could pull char Hariot from her ſeat, and 
puther to Tezabels death, it were happy : Have we not endevourcd it 2 What ſpeake 
you of the higheſt Towers, and ftrongelt pillars,or tortering remainders of Babylon? 
we ſhew youall her roofes bare, her walls razed, her vaults digged np, her monu- 
ments defaced, her Altars ſacrificed to defolarion: Shortly, all her bui!dings demo- 


lon :Your ſtrife goes about to build againe that her Tower of confuſion. God divides 
your languages : It willbe well; if yer you build not more than we have reſerved. 


Sep. 


You have renounced many falſ» dot{rimes in Popery, avd in ileir places embraced the truth. 
But what iſthis truth be taughinader the ſamehatefull Prelacie is tle ſ:me deviſed office of Mi- 
niſtery Wrrl confujed communion of the prophane multitude,and that mineled with mat yerrourse 


SncTtIon XXNVI. 


Y 7 Ouwillnow be free both in your profeſſion and gift ; Yon give usto have re- 
Y nounced many falſe doctrines in Fo ery: and to have embraced ſo many truths: 
' wetake it unrill more : You profeſſe where you ſticke, what you mil-like : In 
theſe fourefamous heads, which you have learned by heart tiom all your predece(- 
ſours: An hatefull Prelacie, A deviſed Miniſtery, a confuſed and prophane commu- 
non, and laſtly, the intermix-ures of grieyous errours. 
Whar if this truth were taught under a hatefull Prelacy ? Suppoſe it were ſo; Muſt 
Inot embrace the truth becaule I hate the Prelacy?Whar it Iſrael live under the hate- 


under an hatefull Prieſthood ?What if the diſciples live under harefu!l Scribes >? Whar 


Chriſtian, what care I under whoſe hands?But why 5s our Prelacy harefull? Actively 
to you, or paſſively-from you ? In that it hates you ? Would God you were not more 
your owne enemies: Or rather becauſe you hate it? your hatred is neither any newes, 
nor paine: Who or what ofours is not batefull ro you? Our Churches, Bels, Cloathes, 
Sacraments, Preachings, Prayers, Singings, Carechiſmes, Courts, Meetings, Burials, 
Mariages : it is marvell that our aireinfe&tsnot :and that our heaven and earth(as Op- 
tatus {21d of the Donariſts) eſcape your hatred : notthe forwardeſt of our Preachers 
(as you terme them) have found any other entertainment ; tio enemie could be more 
ſpightfull; I ſpeake it ro your ſhame. Rome it ſelfe in divers controverfary diſcourſes 
hath bewraycd lefle gall, than Amſterdam : the better they are to others, you protefſe 
they are the worſe: yea, would to God that of Pax! were not verified of you; hatefull, 
and hating one another:but we have learned, that of wiſe Chriſtians, not the meaſure 
ofhatred ſhould be reſpected, bur the deſert : David is hated for no cauſ”, Michaiah for 
a good cauſe : Your cauſes ſhall be examined in their places onwards. It were happy, 
if you hated your owne ſinnes more,and peace lefſe : our Prelacie would trouble you 
lefle, and you the Church. 


SECTION X XVII. | 


84 indeed by our Saviour,when he ſaid,Goe teach all Nations andbaprize;and per- 


and defirous, ſeparated us for this cauſe to the worke,upondue triall admirred us,or- 
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liſhed, not a ſtone upon a ſtone, fave in rude heapes,to re! rhat here once was Baby- | 


are others perſons.to my profeſſion 2 If I may be freely allowed to be a trae profeſſed | 
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The maine 
orotinds of Se. | 
Paration- 


Barr, and Gr. | 
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am . Pq ills 


| Exgd.1.2,3,06. 
full Egyptians? What if Zererwje live under harefull Por £ What if the Jewes live 
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Penyy in his 
Exam, 


TJerem,20.1, 
Ierem 5 tlt, | 
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P[alk69.4. 


H —Orour deviſed office of Miniſtery, you have given ir atrue title. It wasdeviſed jrhe ruth and | 


formedin continuance, when he gave ſome to be Paſtors and Teachers;and nor 
| onely the Office of Miniſtery in generall, but ours whom he hath made able torteach, 


dained us by impoſition of hands of che Elderſhip, and prater,dire&ted usin there i Thm.3.4. | 
MP | vo | . 2 div! Zon | : 3 


warrant of the 
Miniſtery of | 
England. 

Mat 28 19. 

E pbeſ.4.11, { 


2 T14.2.2, 4 


At * - 


eAn Apolo vie againſt Browmſts. 


| divifionof the Word, committed acharge to us;followed our Mmiltefy withpower, [5 
and bleſſed our labours with gracious ſucceſſe, eyen in the hearts of thoſe whole | 
 27im522: | ronguesare thus bulie todeny the crath of our vocation ; Behold here the deviſe | 
| Ditourtcof | Office of our Miniſtery : What can you deviſe againſt rhis? Your Paſtor, who(as hjs | 
cherrouble and | Other writes) hopes to worke wonders by his logicall Skill, hath killed us with ſeyen 
_ Arguments,which he profeflerh the quinrteſſence of his owne,and Perries extrattions, 
© | hereto yourDottor refers ns asabſolute. Iwonldirt were not redious, or worth a 
Readers labour ro ſee them ſcanned. Iproteſt before Godand the world, Ineyer | 


| read more groſle {tuffe {0 boldly and peremptorily faced out - fofull of Tautologies | 
[Mm 
| 


oo CO 
x £ => by a> > 
- an - Nas w x - _ = * . Aw — 
- Pr_ 
— Clo pr mee ule Tmanss, TY,” T7 - - - ww 


_ 0.” -- _ 
—_ =_ a ———_ _ - _ . > 
. Re mn —_ > <——_— ——— ———_—_ —n—m——s _——> A 
wa a « _ 
ar > 9 ate 2 . - « 
£ DO ——__ — > wi _ = 
x - __ * + __ —_ an > o s ne $—, a. _ Gains q _ —_ - 
< , ” + = . _— hy - . 

» > I rc 44 _— WRAY — Way = *-- * P " 
-_ _ . - OL 


CI 


and beggings of the Queſtion never to be yeelded. Letme mention the maine heads | 
of them, and for the reſt be forry that I may not be enens. 
| Toprove therefore thar no communion may behad with the Miniſtery ofthe 
| ur 7 | Church of England, he uſes theſe (even demonſtrations ; Firſt, Becauſe it is not thar 
Miniſt.of En- | Miniſtery which Chriſt gaye, and ſer in his Chnrch, Secondly, Becauſetr ts the Mi. | 
wo ye, | niſtery of Antichriſts Apoſtaſie. Thirdly, Becaufe none can communicate with the | 
| TE Miniſtery of England, bur he worſhips the beaſts image,and yeeldeth ſpirituall ſab. | 
| ietionto Antichriſt, Foithly, Becauſe this Miniſtery deriverhnortheir power and| 
fndion from Chriſt. Fiftly,Becauſe they miniſter the holy things of Godby vertye 
ofa falſe ſpirituall callmg. Sixtly, Becauſe itis aftrange Miniſtery, not appointed by] 
God in his word. Seventhly, Becauſe it is not from Heaven, but from Men. 
Now I beſeech thee Chriſtian Reader, judge whether that which this man was 
| wont ſooft to objef tohis brather(acrackt braine)appearenot plainely in this good 
\ly equipage of reaſons ? For what 1s all this,but one and the fame thing crumbled ſeven] 
|rimes over 2? which yet with ſeyenthouſand times babbling ſhall neyerbe the more! 
/probable. That our Miniſtery was not givenand ſer in the Church by Chriſt, bur 
Antichriſtian, what is it elſe robe from men, tobe ſtrange, to be afalſe {piritualical- 
ling, not tobe derived from Chriſt, toworſhup the image of the Beaſt ? Sothis great 
challengerrhat hath abrid ged his nine argumentstoſeyen,might afyell hayeabridged 
his ſeyento one anda halte, Here would have been as mnch ſubſtance, bur lefle glory: 
As for his maine defence :Firſt,we may not eitherhaye,or expet now in the Church |- 
that Miniſtery which Chriſt ſet : Where are onr Apoſtles, Prophets, Euangeliſts? | 
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Ifwe muſtallwayes looke for. the very ſameadmimiſtration of the Church whichour | 
Saviour left, why doe we not challenge theſe extraordinary fun&tions ? Doe we not | 
rather thinke, ſince it pleaſed him tobegin with thoſe Offices which ſhould not con- | 
tinae, thatherein he purpoſciy intended ro teach us, that if we have the ſame heaven-| 
ly buſineſſe done, we ſhouldnotÞe curious in the circum ſtances ofthe perſons? But | 
for thoſe ordinarie callingsof Paſtors and Dottors (intended to perpetuity) with| 
what forehead can he deny them tobe inour Church? How many have we that con-| 
ſconably reach and feed, orrather feed by teaching? Call them whar you pleaſe, Su-| 
perintendents (that is) Biſhops, Prelates, Prieſts, Le&nrers, Parfons,V icars, &c--It| 
they preach Chriſt truly, upon true inward abilities, upon a ſufficient (ifnot perfet) 
outward vocation : ſuch a one ( let all hiſtories witneſſe) for the ſabſtance, as hath 
7 .ecoreas | Deen ever intheChurch fince the Apoſtles times: they arePaſtors and Doctors allow- 
quis zo verba | Ed by Chriſt ; We ſtand notupon circumſtances and appendances of the faſhions of 
contemnal?Auge | ordination, manner Of choice,attire,titles,maintenance: bar if for ſubſtance theſe be 
«0:42. | not truePaſtorsand Doors, Chriſt had neyer any inhis Church, ſince the Apoſtles 
|  Heft theearth. Allthe difficulrie is in our outward calling : Let the Readergrant our 
| grave and learned Biſhopstobe but Chriſtians, and this will eaſily bee evinced law- 

full, even by their rules : For. if with them eyery plebeian Artificer hath power to 
cletandordaine by vertue of his Chriſtian profeſſion (the a& of the worthieſt ſtand-! 
ing for all)how can they deny this right to perſons qualified(beſides common graces) 
; with wildome, learning, experience, authority ? Either their Biſhoprick makesthem 
[NO Chriſtians (a poſition which of all the world befides this Seq, would be hiſſed at)} 
or elſe their hands impoſed are thus farre(by the rules of Separatiſts)efeuall. Now 
| your beſt courſe is (like to an Hare that rannes backe from whence fhee was ſtarted) 


fo: flic to your firſt hold : No Church, therefore no Miniſtery : So now, not the 
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finceI have givenaccountofours; Ipray yourell me ſeriouſly, Who deviſed your 


| ture; If ſome be not profane, why do you norloye themas muchas you hate the other? 


: wers in your owne evidence, as you beare the world in hand. 


 eAn Jpologie againſt Browniſts. 
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Church hath deviſed the Miniſtery, bur the Miniſtery hath deviſed the Church : 1 
follow younor inthat idle circle : Thence you have beenehunredalready: Bur now, 


Office of Miniſtery ; I dare fay, not Chriit, not his Apoſtles, nor their Succeffors: 
What Church ever in the world can be produced (unlefle in cafe of extremity for 
one turne) whoſe Opus multitude made themſelyes Miniſters at pleaſure ? 
what rule of Chriſt preſcribes1t ? What reformed Church ever did, or doth praftiſe 
it? what example warrants1t ? where have the inferiours laid hands upon their Sy- 
periours? What congregation of Chriſtendome inall records afforded you the ne- 
ceſſary patterne ofan unteaching Paſtor, oran unfeeding Teacher? 

It is an old policy of the faulty, to complaine firſt : Certainly, there wasnever 


Popiſh Legend a more errand device of manthan ſomeparts of this Miniſtery of 
yours, ſo much gloried in for ſincere correſpondence tothe firſt Inſtitution. 
Sanction XXVIIL. 
| 
Our ſcornfull exception at the confuſed communion of the profane multi- 
' F rude, fayours ſtrong of Pharifee, who thought it ſinne to converſe(cumterre fi- 
his) the baſe vulgar, and whoſe very Phyla&teriesdid ſay, Touch me nor, tor 
lam cleaner than thou. This multitude isprophane (you fay) and this communion 
confuſed : If ſome be profane, yet nor all ; for then could beno confuſion inthe mix- 
Ifall maine truths be caught amongſt ſome godly,ſome profane; why will you more 
ſhunthoſe profane, thancleave to thoſe Truths, and thoſe godly ? It you have duly 
admoniſhed him,and deteſt and bewailed his fin ; what is another mansprofaneneſſe 


to you? If profancneſſe be not puniſhed, or confuſion betolerated, it is their fin, 
whom it concerneth to redrefſe them : If the Officers ſin, muſt we run from the 


the Pighteows ſhall be npos him, and the wickednes of the wickgdſhall be upon bimſelfe. Andiif the 
FathersſowreGrapes cannot hurtthe childrens teeth, how much leffe ſhall che neigh- 
bours > But whither will you run from this Communion of the profane ? The ſame} 
fault you finde with the Dxtchand Fresch; yea,in your owe. How well you hayea-| 
voided itin your ſeparation, let M. ite; George Tohnſon, Maſter Smith be ſufficient | 


munion of the prophane. 


InP. 


Shall ſome generall Truths (yea, though few of them in the particulars may be ſoundly pra- 
Tiſed) ſweeter and ſantifie theother errors £ Doth not oze Herefie mndke an Heretiche © and 
doth not a liltleLeaven, whether in doFrine or manners, leaventhe whole lumpe © 1 Cor. 5.6. 


the profane, 

Perplexe (unt 
tit duce cults | 
tesin hoc ſeeula 
mnvicemq; per 

mixte, don:c ul 
tim judicto di- | 
rhmaniure Aug. | 
de Cru3t.Dei l. 


. , The 4s ; Og Vnuſquiſq; | 
Church?Ir is a famous and pregnant proteſtation of God by Ezzkze!: The righteouſnes of propter proprium 


peccatum moreo- 


juſtitia vroet, | 


againſt rhe | 


Lurch and Fr, | 
witneſſes, whoſe plentifull reports of your knowne uncleanneſſes, ſmothered mil- -_—_ | 
chiefes, malicious proceedings, corrupt packings, communicating with knowne | viSyer. of | 
offenders, bolſtering of ſinnes, and willing connivences, as they are ſhamefull ro oe.-._--} 
relate, ſomight well have ſtopt your mouth from excepting at our confuſed Com: | <.c,n.u 4p.) 


Chara&. przxf.| 
| 18ers tz publics 
| accuſatores,n 


 metipſos eexſorcs| 
 pariter & ng- 


Confuſed 


Ommuni Qt of þ 


3 3- 
$e.18 20. 


tur, in propria 


Q&@ 6 
Fr, Io9 of” Artic 


accultorei,in ſe- | 


centcs:Dammnant | 
forts quod intus 


Gal.5 .9.Hag.2.13. If Antichriſt held not many truths, wherewith ſhould he countenance ſo\ 

many forgeries, or how could his worke be a myſtery of iniquitie e which is Rome 8 moregroſſe | 

and palpable ;, but in England ſpun with « finer threed, and ſo more hardly diſcovered. But to 
wade no further in nuiverſalitics ; wewill take a little time to examine ſuch particulars as you 
your ſelfe have picked out for yonr moſt advantage, ta ſee whether you be ſo ckare of BabelsTo- 

RE 

Sxcrion XXIK. | 


Jr Ow many andgrievous errors are mingled withour Truths, ſhall appeare 
ſitficiently inthe ſequell ; Ifany want, leritbe the fault ofthe accuſer. Ir 


pc Tanigt: 


Our errors in- 
rermingled 
with Truth. 


&15 enough forthe Church of Amſterdam tohave no errors. Bur ours are grie- 
vous:Name them, that our ſhame may be ſequell to your griefe:Somany they are,and 
Ogrievous, that your Martyr,when hewas urged to inſtance,could find none butour 


|Pinion concerning Chriſtsdeſcentinto Hell;& excepthe hadoyer-reached,nor pos D. Ws 
| | | - Ol! 
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| Call you our Dottrines ſome generallrruths? Look intoour Confeſſions, Apologics 
Articles, and comparethem withany, with all other Churches ; and if you finde; 
more particular, ſound, Chriſtian, abſotute profeſſion of all fundamental] truths jm 
any Church, tince Chriſt aſcended into Heaven, renounceusas you do, and we yiil 
hs ſeparateuntoyou : Bur theſetraths are not ſoundly practiſed : Ler your Paſtor teach 
on: Kelepoe os you, that if errors of practice ſhould be ſtood apon, there could be no true Church 
Mata3 33: \ upon earth:Pull our your owne beame firſt: we willingly yeeld this to be one of your 
truths, thatno truth can ſanctifie error : T hat one hereſje makes an Hereticke: bur 

learne withall that every errordoth not pollute all truths: That there is hay and tub- 
ble, which may burne, yet both the foundation ſtand, and the builder be ſaved : 
Such is ours atthe worſt, why doe you condemne where God will fave ? No Scrip- 
ture is more worne with your Tongues and Pens, than that of the Leaven, 1 Cop. 5 ol, 
If you would compare Chriſts Leaven with Pax/s, you ſhould fatisfie your ſelfe. 
Chriſt ſayes, the Kingdome of heaven is as Leaven ; Paul ſayes, A groſſe ſinne is Leaven: 
Both leavers the whole Iumpe : neither way be taken preciſely,but inreſemblance : nor 
| 4.87edwell, | of equalitie (as he ſaid well) bur of quality : For notwithſtanding theleavey of the 
Kingdome, ſomepart you grant is unſanctitied ; So natwithſtanding the Leaven of ſin 

ſome (which have ſtriven againſt it to cheirurmoſt)arenot ſowred : The leavening 
in both places muſt extend onely to whom it 1s extended: the ſubjeAsofregenerati- 
on inthe one; the partnersof {1n in the other : Soour Saviour faith, Tearethe ſalt of 
the earth ; yer too much of the earth is unſeaſoned : The truth of the effet mult bee 
regarded in theſe ſpeeches, not rhe quantity : It was enough for $.Parlto ſhew them 
by this ſimilitude, that grofle ſins where they are tolerated, havea power to infe 
Hierom.inboc | orhers : whether it be (as Hzerome interprets 1t) by 11] example, or by procurement 
A exapl, | Of judgements:and thereupon the inceſtuous muſt be caft out : All chis tends tothe 
pofſum plurimi | EXCOMMUNIC iting of the evill, not to the ſeparating of the good : Did ever Pal ſay, 
mere? Sedes | Tf the inceſtuous be not caſt out, ſeparare from the Church ? Shew us this, and we are 
roar gar yours :Elſe jt is aſhame for you that you arenot ours: IfAntichriſt hold many truths, 
lunldeorum | and we but many, we muſt needs beproud of yourpraiſes : We hold all his truths, 
prays or and have ſhewed you, how we hateall his forgeries, no lefſe than you hate us : Yer 
| _ | the myſterie of iniquitie$s ſtill ſpun in the Church of England ; but witha finer 
thread : So fine, that the very eyes of your malice cannot ſee it; yet none of our 
| leaſt Lots have eſcaped you: Thanks be to our good God, we have the great myſtery 
17/1316. | of godlinefle fo fairely and happily ſpunne amongſtus, as all, but you, bleſſe God 


| with us, and for us : As ſoone ſhall yee finde Charity and Peace in your Engliſh 
| Churth, as hereſie inour Church of England. 


| SEP. ; , 
| Where( ſay you) are thoſe proud Towers of their univerſal Hierarchie 2 One in Lambeth, 
aother in Futham: : aud whereſoever a Pontifical Prelate is, or his Chancellor, Commiſſarie, 
or other Suborlinate, there is a Tower of Babel unruinated. To this end 1 deſire to know of you 
whether the office of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and the reſt of that ranhe, were not partsof that c- 
cnrſed Hierarchie in @ueere Maries dajes, and members of that man of fone 2 Tf they wert 
then as ſhoulders and armes under that bead the Pope, and over the inferionr members and 
have now the ſame Eccleſiaſticall Turiſdidion derived and continued upon them, whereof 
they were poſſeſſed in the time of Poperie (as it is plaine they have ly the firſt Parliament of 
ne na eth)why are they not ſtill members of that body, though the head the Pope bee 
cut off | | 
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| O the particular inſtances: Taske where are the proud Towers of their Univer- 

Wn og fall Hierarchie?You anſwerronndly : Onein Lambetl,another in Fulham, Sc: 

| Ancichiiftian, | I What Univerſfall > Did ever any of our Prelates challenge all che world a5 115 

Seven Arg. | | Dioceſſe? Is this ſimplicitie or malice? If your Paſtor tell us. that as well a World 53 

bara - Province, Let meerurne ir ; If he may be Paſtor over a Parlor-full, why not ofa 
. * * *| Cite? Andifofa City, why not ofa Nation > Bur theſe you wlll prove mg 

| | | | | OWels 


CE 


ae 
me hm ah = ls FR YT TO nn. Mil. 
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+- Re mes rin eAn Apolegre agaunt Brom. rug MTN ri 1 | 


A Fowers of that Babel : You aske therefore ether the Ofice of Tpereo7 wg A 
' ſhops, and the reſt. of that ranke, were notin Queene, Marzes-dayes, parts ofchar a- 


| [curſed Hierarhieyand members of chat man of (inne.. Nqubuleſſethey were: Who: - : - 
can denle it? Zut now(fay you) they haye the ſame Eccleaſticall Juriſdiction contte |» 
ged : This is your miſerghle Sophiſtric : Thoſe Popiſh Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and| 
Chapawere memberoFaarchylt:nas as Church-Governours, but as Popiſh;while 
they [wore ſubjettion to him,while they defended, him, whiles, they worſhipt him 
above all thatis called God, andextorted rhis homage fromothers, how could they 

be other bur [1;mmes of that, Mag of. finne ? ſhall athers, therefore which defic him, | 


—_— 


- 


L 
'» 


eGit, trampleupon him; ſpend their lives and-labqurs jn.oppugnation offiim,bene-| _ +» 
oa : ral on Hip pend heir lives and;labqurs in,oppugnation of him,bene-| | 


the:fame caſe,becauſe in theſame.rgome ? Let mehelpe your Anabaptiſts | ' © 
with a and Argument : The Princes, Peeres, and-Magittrates; of, the, Land: in Zn 
B[Queene Marierdayes were ſhouſders andarmesof Antichriſt; their callingis ſtillche 
-[fame; therefore now they are. ſach : Your Maſter $23h-upon- ne-other ground, dif: | cyarager of | 
claimeth Infancs Bapriſme, crying out that.this is the, maine relique of Anrichriſtia- | the Beaſt a- | 
niſne : Burſce hqw like a wiſe Maſter you confure yourſelfe : They.are ftilhmem- | $4RACliſror. | 
| [bers ofthe body, though the head (rhe Pope)be-cur off; The head- is Antichriſt; | 
therefore the body without the head is no gargof Antichriſt: He that:iswithontthe | _- | 
head Chriſt, 15ng member of Chriſt: ſocontrarily : I heare youlay, the very Juriſ-| 1 
dition and Office is here Antichriſtian, not.che.abuſe:; What ? in chem, and not ED 
in all Biſhops-ſince, and in the Apoſtles. times ? Alas, who are. you that you ſhould | 


[ham, when Rzdky was there ? Onein Worceſter, when Latimer was there? One at 
| Wincheſter, when Philpot was there ?We wilkgoe higher; Was not Hilarius at Arles, | 
| Paulinus at Nola, Primaſeus at Utica, Evcheriwe at Lyons,Cyrilat Alexandria, Chryſoſtome as "wy 
ar Conſtantinople, Auguſtine at Hippo, AmbroſeatMillaine? Whatſhould Tbe infinire?: Fo. Tendt. ad 
 |Was.nat-Cyprian at Carthage, Evodize, andatter.him 7gnative in Saint" Tohas time” at ig mays age 
| |Anrioch, Polycarppr ar Smyrna, Philip at Cefarea, Lomerand Simeonand Clophas at Hies|2,n tt, C 
rufglem, ind} (by much conſent.of Antiquitie) Tiz#s- in Creet, Timothy at Epheſas;.| Scrip. Epiphe- | 
Marks at Alexandria : yea,to bee ſhort, was there not every where in all Ages, anal- |, 
mf Superioritie of Church-Goyernours under this title ? Looke into the frequent | - ' + } 
Subſcriptions of all Councels, and their Canons : Looke-into the Regiſters of afl| | 
| [rimes, and finde your ſelfeanſwered ; Let Reverend * Calvix bee our Advocate: I jn Calv 19ſt: 4; 
DI wonld defire no. other wards to confute you, but-his : Hee ſhall tell you tharevenin | Hieren.Evagris.|, 
i #2; ©. | +. . VC Henmyp. Poteſt\| 
the primitive Church, the Presbyters choſe one out of thetrgumber in every Cirte, 


| : a | Eril«laf3.c-1611 
whom they titled theirBiſhop, leſt diflention ſhould: ariſe from_ equality. Ler He- Hine: 5 5g | | 


Arch-deacon. 
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mingius teach you that this was the practice ofthe pureſt Church : Thus it was ever; wes tgre 

oo 'T "_ T . . o . . | para Apofiols 
and if Princes have pleaſed to annex; either large maintenances, or-ſtiles of higher | fecit alidsÞareic \ 
dignitie, andreſpet unto theſe, doe their. additions annihilate them? Hath their | has; quonu: | 


double honour made voyd their callings? Why, more: than extreme needineſſe ? If 7mm” 


\ Pri | Epifeopicaiguſiy| 
drif4tle would notallow a Prieſt tobe a Tradeſman, yet Par{could yeeld ro homely Digceſhariine:” | 


|! | Tent-making : if Your: Elders.grow rich or noble, doe they ceaſe to be, or'begin to Canteens wt 
| [beunlawfyll ?Butin how many, Volumes hath this poznt beene fully 'difcuffed ? I | apiſcopsngats '| | 
iſt not, togleane after their fall carts. probe 


i VT {17% 
ſtearenty; 2; | 
| | | | Arift.Pol.71 Pg-" | 
ot gs | reviie divhiars |" 
| | Sn P. & panpertatis 


1 URS : __ þ bunaltties vet © 
|| Aud ſo doe ol the. Reformed Churches in the World (of whoſe teſtimanie you boaſt ſo loud)| 'bunilioremvet 
| | renounce th: Prelacieof England, as part of that Pſeudo-Clergie; and 4rtichriſtian Hierar-| 'UtoremBpi.: \ 


4 k (cop mn fait. | 
chie ered from Rome. | | | Hiern. Evagr, | | 

| | 2 | | | | 
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eAn Apologie againſt Browniſts. © 
Toe bones Sscrion XXKXI. i eh 
" Romyour owne verdi&t you deſcend tothe teſtimonies of allReformed Cyr. 


> [ 


4 ches: I bluſh ro ſee fo wilfull a ſlander fall from the pen of a Chriſtian, Thar all 
"Reformed Churches renounce our prelacie as Antichriſtian, what one hath 
done it ? Yea, what one forraine Divine of note, hath not given to oar Clergie the 
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Bex. dc Minifir. 
| Evang.cap-18. 
Cired alſo by 

| D.Down. ps 29, 


1 ludicat ceteros 
J Miniftiros ſau 
E piſcopis ablem- 
perave debere. 
j Poteſt,Ecel.ca1o 


Our Synoeds 
dererminarion 
of things in- 


cotrtione nulla. 


Nonfura dicen- 
da ſunt, &c. 

xl Decroit. lib. 19: 
| Rm rothe: 
Admonygp:279: 
ded al by 
| DSparks, p.14 


} Aug-Epiſt. 86. 
| Iz bien 7&- 
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{ til cert; fa th 
Seriptura div 'i-| 
| #4, x0s Pou's 

Dez vel infittuats 
majorum pre | 
lege tuendaſunt 
Livingdeca.! q- 
Nulla les (ati: 
commadaomm- ( 
bus eft, id modo 
queritur, fs ma- 
Jor parti & 

ſwema prodeſt, 


SE. en 


& hand of Fellowſhip?ſo farre is it from this, that 7.4/aſ- o was the allowed Biſhop | 
of 


| 


| ret, VIZ. that all menin all places muſt ſubmit untot hem without exception,or limitation 8 Ex- 
| cept ſhee could infallibly determine, that-theſe her Ceremonies thus abſolutely impoſed, ſhould | 
| edjfie all men at all tivres, how durſt ſhe thus impoſe them £To*xat? obedience it and untothem, 
| whetl er they offend or ofiend not, whether they edifie or deſtroy, were #ntoleral te preſumption. 


our firſt Reformed ſtratigersin this land;ſo far,that when your DcGor found him: | 
ſelfe urged(by M.$pr.)witha cloud of witneſſes for our Church & Miniſtery,as Bucer, 


M 451, Fagius,Alaſco, Calvin,Beza, Bullinger, Grdlier, Simler, Zanchins, Innns Riullocus, 
andothers,he had nothing to ſay for himſelfe,bur, Though you come againſt us with 
Horſe-menand Chatiots, yet we will remember the name ofthe Lord our God;and 
crurnes it off with the accuſation ofa Popith plea and reference rothe'pradtice of the 
Reformed: And if therfore they have fo renouncedir,becauſe their pradtice receives 
itnot; Why,like a true Make-bate do you not ſay,that our Churches have ſo renoun- 
ced their Government? Theſe ſiſters haye learned to differ, and yettoloveandreye.| 
rence cach other : and in theſe caſesto enjoy their owne formes, without preſcrip. 
tion of neceſſitic or cenſare.'Let ReverendBeza be. the Trumpet of all the reſt, who 
rells you that the Reformed Engliſh Churches continue,upheld by theauthoritie of 
Biſhops.and Archbiſhops, that they have had men of that Ranke, both famous Mar- 
tyrs, and worthy Paſtorsand DoQtors : and laſtly, congratalates this blefling to our 
Church: or let Hemingivs tell you the judgement of the Daniſh Church : 1»9cat ce- 
teres Miniftros,ch-c.It judgeth, faith he.that orher Miniſters ſhould obey their Biſhops | 
in all things, which make to the edification of the Chutch,Bzc.But what doeToppoſe 
any to his nameleſſe 47 ? his owne filence contutes him enough in my filence, | 


It ſcemes, the gout ( ſocatled) Synod aſſumeth littleleſſe unto her ſelfein her deierminati- 
ons © otherwiſe, how durſt ſhee decree ſo abſ, olutely, aiſle doth, touching fhingsreputed indifſe- 


Secri on XXXLA. 


>= Here was never a more idle and bepgerly cavillthan your next : your Chri- 
| [ {tian Reader muſt needsthink you hard driven for quarrels, when you are 
faineto ferchrhe Popes infallibility,our ofour Synod, whoſe flat Decree it 

was of old ; That even generall Councels may erre,and have erred. But wherein doth 
our ſacred .Synod aſſiume this infallibility, in her determinatior;s? Wherefore isa Sy- 
nod, if not to derermine? But of things reputed indifferent ?Whar elle are ſubje& to 
the conſticurions of men ? Good and evill are either dire&ly,or by neceffarie ſequell 
ordred by God: theſe are above humane power : What have nien to doe, ifnot with 
things indifferent? All neceſſary things are determined by God, indifferent by men | 
from God, which are as ſomany particulars,extra&s from the generals of God :Theſe 
things( ſaith learned Catzin) are 1ndifferent,and in the power of the Church :Either 
you muſt allow the Church this,or nothing. Bur theſe decrees are abſolute, what 


i tation: Doe not thus | 
. for you-toreadoughtof Mis )could have tanghr you in his publike writings,theſe five 


S econd]y,that Juſtification or Remi 


by l that by occalion they may be omitted, foir be without offence and contempt; A 
| | | ſee 


lawcs can be without a command? The law that tyes not is nolaw:No more than that 
(faith Auſtin)which ties us to evill. Bur for all men, andall times ? How for all ? For 
none(I hope)but our owne. And why not for them?bur without exception andlimi- 

wrong our Church:our late Arch-biſhop(fit were not piacalar 


» 


.limitatiuns of injoyned ceremonies :Firſt,that they be not againſt the Wordof God: 
d | ſhon of ſins be not attributed to them : Thirdly--| 
tLiat the Church he not troubled with their multitude :Fourthly,that they benot de- | 
erizedasneceſſarie,and not ro be changed:And laſtly,that men benot ſo tied to them, | 
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-7 e4n Apologie againſt Browniſts, | 969 | 
ve our limits : but your feare is in this laſt,contrary to his. He ſtands upon offence in FO 

omitting,you 1n ufing : Asifitwerea juſt offence to diſpleaſe abeholder,no offence | 
to diſpleaſe and violate authority : What Law conld ever bee made tooffend none 2 
Wiſe Cato might have taughr you this, in Livze, that no Law can bee commotjonusro 

all: Thoſe lips which preſerve knowledge, muſt impart ſo much ofit to their hearers, 
as tO Prevent their oitence: Neither muſt Law-givers ever fore-ſee what conſtruQi- 
ons will be of their Lawes, but what ought to be: Thoſe things which your Conſitto- 
| [ry impoſes,may you keepe them if you liſt ? Isnot the willing neglect of your owne 
Parlour-Decrees puniſhed with Excommunication 2 And now what is all this to in- 
| allibility ? The ſacred Synod determines theſe indifferent Rites, for d ecency and 


comlineſſe to be uſed of rhoſe whom it concernes, therefore it arrogares to it ſelfe 
infallibility : A concluſion fit for a Separatiſt. | | 


Bl Youſtumblear the Title of Sacred : every ſtraw lies in your way ; your Calepine Cum confediſſent 
could have taught you, that Houſes, Caſtles, Religious buſineſſes,old age ir ſelfe, have oe o oy 4 | 
| this ſtile given them:and /7rgil (pittaſque reſolr'it Sacrati capitis + nO Epithete is more oe 460 "i y 
| ordinary to, Councels and Synods:T he reaſon whereof may be fetched from that In- | Sanz $ynvd. 
(crip:ion of the Elibertine Synod;of thoſe ninercene Biſhops is ſaid: when the holy | Pak, met 
and Religious Biſhops were ſet: How few Counce!s have not had this Title>To omit | Sante & Pace- 
the late; The holy Synod of Carthage, under Araſtaſizrs: The holy and peaceable Synod fica oy nod. An- | 
at Antioch:The holy Synod of God.2rd Apoſtolicall,at Rome under Twiivs. The Holy | $,utiva on. t 
and great Synod at Nzce-and not to be endlefle : The holy Synod of Laslicea(though | Apiſtolica Syno- 
Ned YU h. . , 5 ne 3 as, qlgePeruve- | 
bur provinciall, )What doe theſe idle exceprions argue but want of greater at Fanflen | 
| Smodum. Can, 
: N:c.18.309. | 
SBP Santa Synod. 
Lagdicene, 288. 
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Tolet paſſe your Eccleſrsſticall Confiſtories,, wherein ſinnes and abſolutions from them are as 
veniell and ſalteble as at Rome ; 1s it not a Law of the Eternall God, that the Miniſters of the * | 
Gaſpeliyi Biſhops or Elders ſhonld be apt andable totcach? 1 Timoth. 3.2. Titus 1.9. and is 
it tot their grievous ſinne to be unapt Lerennto 2 El 5 6. 10, 11. 4rd yet who kroreth not that 
| the Patrons armoneſt you preſent that the Biſhops inſtitte,t5e Archdeacons in1ud, theCimrehes 
receive, and the Lawes both Civill and Eccleſraſticall allow and juſtifie Miniſters unapt and un- 

| able to teach 2 T5it not a Lawof the eternall God, that the Elders ſhould feed the flocke over 
| {which they are ſet Jabouring amonzſt them in thelWord and Dodrine? Acts 20. 28. 1Pet. 5. 

I.2. And 3s it not ſtun toomit this duty 2 Plead not for Baal. Tour diſpenſations for Now-re- 
ſedencie and Pluralities of Benefices as for iwo,three, v7 more: yea tot QUOt, as many as a man will 
have 97 can get, are ſo many Diſpenſations with the Lawes of Go, and (inmnes of men. Theje things 
D| aze too irapions to be defende1,andtoo maniſeſt tobe denied. | 
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Ome great men, when they have done 311, out-face their ſhame with enafting | 5;,,e; fad in 
Lawesto make their ſins lawfull. While you thus charge our practice, you bes | our Courts, 
wray your owne :Who having ſeparated from Gods Church, deviſe ſlanders to 
colour your finne : We muſt be ſhamefull, rhar you may be innocent: You load our 
| | Eccleftaſtica!l Confiſtories with a ſhamelefle reproach: Farre be it from us to juſtzhe 
| |any mans perſonall ſinnes; yetit is ſafer inning to the better part : Fie on theſe odi- | 
ous compariſons : ſinnes as ſaleable as at Zome? Who knowes not that tobe the Mart | 
Þ of4ll the World ? Perjuries, Murders, Treaſons are there bought, and fold : when | 
ever inours ? The Popes coffers can cafily confute you alone: What tell you us of } 
| |[theſe? let me tell you: Mony is as fit an advocate ina Confiſtorie,as fayour or malice: | 
Theſe, ſome of yours have complained of as bitterly as you of ours: Asif we liked the |6. tobaſ. Tevu- 
abuſes in Courts : as if corrupt executionsof wholſome Lawes muſt bee imputed ro | Y<andEx- | 
the Church, whoſe wrongs they are. No leſſe hainous, nor more true is that which | ans at Amfer- 
tolloweth. True Elders (not yours)ſhould be indeed, 9-zxnw., This wee call for asve- | 4u7- 
hemently(nhot ſo! tumulmouſly) as your ſelyes. Sree 
| | Thatthey ſhould feed their Flocks with Word-and Doftrine,we require more than | 
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| to the Minitery, ſhould underſtand the Articles of Religion, not only as they. are 


| (airhfull rowards God.,that burden wilfully his Church, with fuch fwarmes ofunwor. 


_ 


An Apologie apainſl Bronnſts. oy 


unable, we grant and bewaile. Bur thar our Church-Lawesuſtifie them, we deny,ang 
you {lander: Forour Law (if you know not)requires, thar eyery one tobe admitred 


compendiouſly ſet downe in the Creed, but as theyareat large in our Booke of Ar- 
icles, neither underſtand them onely, but be able to prove them ſufficiently our of 
the Scripture, and that not in Engliſh onely. butin Larine alſo : This competency 
would prove him(for knowledge #47w ;If this be norpertormed, blame the perſons) 
cleere the Law. Profound Maſter Hooker tels you, that both Arguments from light of 
Nature; Lawes, and Starures of Scripture, the Canonsrhat are taken out of ancient 
$ynods, the Decrees and Conſtitutions of tincereſt rimes,the ſentences of all anriqui- 
ty,andin aword,every mans full conſent and conſcience, is againſt tgnorance in them 


chat have charge and cure of ſoules. And in the fame booke ;Didany thing more ap-| 


yravate the crime of 7er0boarms Apoſtaſie, than that he choſe to haye his Clergie the 
{cumme andiefuſe ofhis whole Land? Ler no man ſpare to tell it them, they are no; 


chy Creatures. Neither is it long, ſince a zcalous and learned Sermon dedicared to 
aur preſent Lord Archbiſhop by his owne Chaplaine, hath no lefle raxed this abuſe, 
whether of inſufficiencie, or negligence (though with more diſcretion)than can bee| 
expected from your malicious Pen. Learne henceforth nor tv diffuſe crimes to the| 
{nnocent. 


Papa poteſt cone 


| 1a Aprſtolum 


diſpenſare, &: 

C anl. 25 ql» 
Can ſunt quida 
Difpenſat. in E- 
vangelto.&c. 
De conceſ. pre- 
brnd.Tit 8.Ca. 
Propoſhtt ſecun- 
dum plenitudi- 
nem por-(lati de 
fr: oofſurns ſu- 


ye, & Glaſſa 
paulo inſra Pa- 
p4 canta Ann. 


| folum difpenſet, 


&c Sum confer 
p52. M, irybites 


diſce. 
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"ra 9168 difpenſa- | 


For the reſt : your Zaal, in our Diſpenfationsfor Pluralities, would thus plead for 
himſelfe : Firſt,he would bid you learne of four Dofor to diſtinguiſh of finnes ;Sjn; 
"faith hee)are either controvertible, or manifeſt: if controvertible or doubtfull,men 
2ught tobeare one withanothers different jadgment if they doe nor, &c. they fin: 
ſach isthis : if ſome be reſolved, others doubt ; and in whole Volumes plead, whe- 
ther conuenience, or neceſſity: how con'd your charitie compare theſe with ſinnes 
eyviged? Secondly,hee would tell you that theſe Diſpenſarions are intended and di- | 
rected, not againſt the offence of God, but the danger of Humane Lawes : nor ſecur-! 
ring from ſinne, bur from loſe: Bur, for both theſe points of Non-reſidence ard faf- 
ficiencie.if you ſovght not rather ſtrife than ſatisfaction + his Majeſties Speech in the 
Conference at Hampton Court, might have ſtayed rhe conrie of your quarrellous Pen: 
Noreaſonable mind, but would reſt in that Gratious and royail determination. Laſtly 
Why looke you notto your owne Eldersat home ? even vour handfull hathnor ayoi- 
ded tniscrune of Non-reſidency : What wonder 1s it, if our world of men haye not 
[eſcaped ? 


——— c 


SBP. 


| Tonudarewiſer, and I hope honeſter than thus to attempt jhough that reterved Maxime amongit 
y0u(No Ceremony, #0 Bifbop no Biſhop, 20 King ){avours teo ſtrongly of that Weed. But what 
though jou be loyall toearthly Kings and their Crownes and Kingdomes, yet if yow bee Traytors| 


ferinz him by his Lawes and officers to reigne over you, but inſtead of them do ſtoop to Antichrif 
in (3350 io ices and Ordinances ;ſhall your lojaltie towards men, excuſe your realms azaiaft the 
Lord 2 though you now ves loud, Wee have no King but Czlar, Tohn. 19. 15: jet is 
| there 4:0 her King, one Teſus, whichſhall retarne and paſſe a heavy doowme wpon the rebellious, 
| Luke 1:4, 27. Theſe enemies, whichwould not have mereigneover them, bring thew and fa) 
thera before me. 


'B F Szcrion XXXIIIL. 


{Our Loyalryto 7 Outhat confefſe our wiſdome and honeſty, maſt now plead for your owne : 
rg ; your hope isnot more of us, than our feare of you. To depoſe Kings,and diſpoſe 

dBragaint | ** Kingdomes1is aproud worke: you want power, butwhar is your will? For Ex- 
| Gyfird - communication iris clears enough :While you fully hold that every private man hath 


| a 


;01:: That Patrons preſent, Biſhops inſtitute, Arch-Deacons indu& ſome, which are T 


C 


as much power in thiscenſure,asthe Paſtor ;and thar Princes muſt be equally ſubject | 


5 ———E. 


| 
| 


and Reels againſt the kingof his Church Teſus Chriſt, and the Scepter of his kingdom, mot ſ#f-| | 


with them to theſe their cenſures. Let any mannow deyiſe if the Brownijſts could have 
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' Lawes Ecclefiaſticall inthe Church? Ir is well if you will diſlaime it : Bur you know 
your received poſition; Thatno one Churchisſuperioup to other :'No authoritie 
therefore can reverſe this Decree; your will may doe it :yea,what better than Rebel- 


| { King ofKingz ?orours innot oppoſing his? As ifwe might ſay with the Iſraelites, | 


-| Oxen : We doe( forſooth)part ſtakes with God in our converſion ; wherein ? ina 
| deviſed Miniſterte : the meanes of converſion ; well fetcht abour : There may beea, 


| Miniſterie : yea,your ſelfe ſhallprove it: it is hispeculiarto appoint the gurward Mi- 


— 


—_— 


eA n Apologie againſt Browniſts. ne wo 


aKing, how that King could ſtandone day uncxcommunicated ? Or.jt this cenſure 
meddle onely with his ſoule,not with his Scepter : How more than credible is it, that 
ſome of your Afſembliesin Queene Elizabeths ayes concluded, that. thee was nat 
(even in our ſence) Supreme Head of the Church, neither had authority to make | 


lion appeares in your next clauſe? While you accuſe our Loyaltic toan carthly King,a* 
treaſonable to the King of the Church, Chriſt Jeſus; It our Loyalty be a ſinne,where is 
yours?If we be Traytors in our obedience, what doe you make ofhim that commands 
it 2 Whether you would have us each man to play the Rex; and ere anew Govern 
ment, or whether you would have accuſe us as Rebels ro Chriſt in obeying the old: 
God bleſf King Tames from ſich Subjefs, But whole is that ſounſavourie weed ; No 
Biſhop, no King? Know you whom you accuſe ?ler me ſhew you your Adverſarie; it 
1s King Iameshim-ſelfe in hisHampion Confterence : is there: nornow fafpition in the | 
word ſurely you had cauſe to feare that theKing would prove no good ſubject :Be- 
lixe,notto Chriſt: What doe you elſe in the next but proclaime his oppoſition tothe | 


OLord our Ged, other Lords beſides thee haveruled us: If we would admit each of 
your Elders to be ſo many Kings in the Church, we ſhould ſtoope under Chriſts Or- 
dinances : Shew us your commiſlion, and let it appeare whether we be Enemies, or 
you Vſurpers; Alas, you both refuſe the rule of this true Depurie, and ſer ap falſe : 
Let this fearcfull doome of Chriſtlight where 1t 1s moſt duc :E vey ſo let thive enemies 
periſh O Lord. 


: { 
Cap. | 


: | 

Not to ſpeake of the errony of wniverſall Grace: and conſequently, of Frec-willthat groweth 
018 apace 4120ngit you,rhat doe you elſe but put in for a part withGod in converſion ? though 101 
through freedome of will, yetis adeviſed Miniſtery, the ineanes of converſron © being the Lords 
peculiar as well to appoint the outward Miniſteryof converſion, as togive tle inward grace. 


SEcTIONXAXV, 


x Oe on to ſlander: Even thar which you ſay you will not ſpeake, you do ſpeake 
with much ſpight and no truch : What hath our Church to doe with errors of 
Se Suniverſall grace or Free-will ? Errors which her Articles doe flatly oppoſe : 
what ſhamelcſnefle is this ?Is ſhee guilty even of that which ſhee condemnes ?If ſome: 
few private judgementsſhall conceive,or bringtorth an error,ſhall the whole Church 
doe penance ? Would God that wicked and hereticall Anabaptiſme, did not more 
grow upon you than thoſe errours upon us, you had more need todefend,than accuſe: 
But ſee (Chriftian Reader) how this man draggs in crimes.upon us; as Cacxs did his 


Minifterie, without a converſion ; and (econverſo) There may be a converſion with- 
out a Miniſtery: Where now are the ſtakesparted ? yerthus we partiſtakes (with the 
Apoſtle) that we are.Gods Fellow labourers in this great worke : He hath ſeparated 
ustoit,andjoyned us with him 1 1t,itis he (as we have proved)thathath deviſedour 


niſtery, thar gives the inward grace. Buthath not Godgiven. inward grace, by our 
outward Miniſterie? Your heartsſhall be our witnefſes' : What will follow therefore. 
but chat our Miniſterie ishis peculiar appointment ? Go SLOAN | 

Rene SxP. EE 


Where ( ſay you) are thoſe rotten heapes of Tranſubſtantiating of bread 2 and wherz (ſay 7) 


learn:4you your devant kpeeking t0,o7 before the bread,but from theerror of Tranſulſtabtiation? 
Tea, what: leſſe can it inſinnate, than either that.,or ſome other toe like idotatrous conceit © If 


| $59- | 
lbid, 


Inquiry into 
Th&'FDue, 


Pag.36, 
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Errors of Free- 
will,&c.fained | 
upon the | 
Church of 
England, 
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there were not ſomething more in the Bread and Winethan iw' the water at Baptaſme, or in the 
| Word 
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AncApologie againſt Browniſts. 


ord read or preached, why ſhould ſuch ſo;emne kyeeling be ſo ſeverely preſſi d at il at 1ime,rather 
| thamwpor the other occaſions © And well and truly have Jour owne men affirmed that it were 
farreleſſe ſnne and appearance of an Tdolairie that is noihing ſogroſſe, totie men intl.eir Prajers, 
tokpeele before a Crucifix, than before the Bread ard Wine: and the reaſor follcweth, for that, 
Papiſts commit ar 1 Jo/atrie far more groſſe and odjoi:sin worſhil ing the Bread, ian worſhip- 
ing any other of their Images or Idols whatjeever. Apot. of the Mix. of Lincoln. Dioc. port. 1, 
pag. 66. 


InCTION RXX VI. 


: Ur kneeling you derive(like a good Herald)from the erronr of Tranſubſtan- 
anon ol ciation : but to ſer downe the deſcent of this pedigree,will trouble you :we 
of the Lords doe utterly deny it;andchallengeyour proote. How new a t:&tionTranſibſtan- 
ww L297 bo, tiation is, appeares our of Berexgaries Recantation to Pope Nicolas : The error was 
Feo a ** [then ſo young, it had not learned to ſpeak; ſhew us the ſame noveltie in our kneeling, 
Apol. Till of late; men held not the Bread tobe God ; of old, they haye held it ſacred: 
This is the geſture of reverence in our Prayer at the receit,as Maſter Burgeſewell in- 
terpreted it, not of Idolatrous adoration of the Bread, This was moſt-what in the 
elevation : the aboliſhing whereof cleares usof this 1imputation :you know wee hate 
thisconceit, why doe you thus force wrongs upon the innocent? Neither are we 
alone in thisuſe :The Church of Buhemy allowes and practiſes it : and why is thiserror 
lefſe palpable in the wafers of Gerevs & If the King ſhould offer us his hand to kifſe, we 
take it upon our knees :how much more when the King of Heaven gives us his Sonne 
in theſe pledges ? Bur if there were not ſomething more than juſt reverence, why doe 
we ſolemnly kneeleat the Communion, not at Bapriſme? Can you fnde no difference? 
In this (beſides thar there 1s both a more lively and ons nee Es of the thin 
repreſented) we are the parties, but in the other witneſſes : This thereforel dare 
boldly ſay, thatif your partner M.Sm3thſhould ever(which God forbid)perſivade you 
rorebaprize, your fitteſt geſture (or any others at full age) would be to receive that 
Sacramenta!l water, kneeling : How glad you are to take all ſcraps,that fall from any 
of ours for your advantage? Would to God this obſervation of your malicious ga- 
thering, would make all our reverend Brethren wary of their cenſures:Surely,no ic 
latry can be worſe than that Popiſh «m1e7«a. The Bread, and the Crucifix ſtrive for 
the higher place :if we ſhould therefore be ſo tied to kneele before the Bread,as they 
are tied to kneele before the Crucifix, their ſentence were juſt: They adore the Cru- 
cifix, not we the Bread : they pray tothe Crucifix, not we to the Bread : they dire&t 
their devotions(at the beſt) by the Crucifix to their Saviour, we doe not fo by the 
Bread,we kneele no more tothe Bread,than to the Pulpit when we joyne our praiers 
with the Miniſters : But our quarrell 15not with them ; you thatcan approvetheir 
judgements in diſhke, might learne tofollow them in approbarion, and peaceable 
Communion with the Church : if there be a galled place, you will be fare to light 
upon that. Your charity is good ; whatſoever your wiſdomebe. | 


$ 8p. 


To let p4ſſe your devont kneeling unto your Ordingry when you take the Oath of Canonical 
obedience, or receive abſolution ct his handsgvbich (as the maine aGions are religions) wnſt 
needs be religions adoration, what is the adoring of your truly humane(though called Divint)| 
Service booke its aud by which you worſhiy God, as the Papiſts doe by their Images Tf the Lord 
| Teſs ins his Teſtament have wot commanded any ſuch Booke, it is accnrſed and abominable : if 
you thinke he have, ſhew us the place where, that we may know it with 170n 307 manifeſt unto 4s 
that ever the Apoſtles uſed themſelves, or commended to the Churches after thens any ſuch Service 
| Pooke. War not the Lord in the Apoſtles time , aud Apeſtolike Churches , purely and perfeit!y 
worſhipped, when the Officers of the Church in their miniſtration manifeſted the ſpirit of prajer 
which they had received according tothe preſent neceſſities and occaſions of the Church before the 
leaſt parcell of this patchery came into the World © And might not the Lord now be al(o purth\ 
and perfectly worſhipped, though this printed image, with the painted. and carved Images, were 
ſent backe toRome, yes, or caſt to-Hell, from whence both they and it came £ Oprringr 
| ” 8 | | elfe. 1 > 
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An Jpologie againſt Browniſts. ( 561 |, 
A ſelfe , might not tbe Lord be intirely worſhipped with Phreand hol wor ” Fa ouch none other _ 
Booke but the holy $ criptures were brought into the Church £ If yea (. as who can deny # i 
that kgowes what the worſhip of God megneth) what then dat') your Sergice-beke there e The 
word of Gods perfe?, and admitteth hen gates. Curſed. be he Cp totheWard of 
room's me curſed be that which 3s ded, 4nd ſo be youngreat 1dell the Canmunion-booke,” 
though ike Nabuchadnezzars Image ſomepart ofthe matter.be Gold and Sjlver, which is uſo 
ſo much the more deteſtable, by how much it is the more hi vbly advanced amongit.youe 1 | 
F- S2CTION'X EOIL7 7-7-9 OT DEE 0512 D237 Nic s 
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Y- moreIdolatry ? And which is more, New, and ſtrange « tych (I dare-ay){ 


Y as willneyer be found in the two firſt Commandements. Behold, here. two Dairy an] 
new [dols,Our Ordinary,and our Service-booke,a ſpeaking Idoll,and a writ-\ Service-booke | 
B| ten Idoll. Cafecate bharh one ſtrange Deitie the Devil, Siberia many,, whoſ: e people * _ _—} 
worſhip every day what they ſee firſt, Rowehath many merry Saints ; but Saint Or- | | 
dinary,and Saint Seryice-booke were never heard of till your Canonization. In ear- 
neſt,do2 you thinke we make our Ordinary an Idol! ?Whar elſe? you kneele devout- 
ly tohim when you receive either the Oathor Abſoſution. This muſt needs be religi- 
OUS adoration : 15 there no remedy ?You have twice kneeled to our Vice-Chancellor. 
when'you were admitred to your degree; you have off kneeled to your Parents, and 
God-farhers, to receivea bleſſing; did you make Idols of them?the parry tobe ordai- 
ned,kneels under the hand of the Presbyterie:doth he religiouſly adore them ? of old Sf 
they were wont to kifſe rhe hands of their Biſhops, ſothey did to.Baal : God and our es 
Superiours have had ever one and the fame outward geſture : Though here.notthe Rn 7 
Agentis ſomuch regarded, as the ACtion : if your Ordinary would have ſuffered you, 
C| to have done this peeceof (dolatry, you had never.ſeparated. | BY 


-- 


— 


dia vita | 


we | x12 # | Ambroſ, _. 
- ButthetrueGod Bel,and Dragon of England is the humane-Divine-Service-Book:: =] 
Ler-us ſee what aſhes or lumpes of pitch this Daziel brings : We worſhip God in, and ; | 
by it, as Papiſtsdoeby their Images : Indeed, we worſhip God in,and by prayers con- | # 
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tained init : Why ſhould we not? Tellme,why is it more Idolatry for a man to wor- 
ſhip Godin, and by a prayer read,or got by heart, thanby a prayer conceived ? [utter | 
both, they are both mine: ifthe heart ſpeak them both, feelingly and devourly, where | 
lies the Idoll ? Ina conceived prayer, is it not poſliblefor a mans thought to ſtray. | 
from his tongue ? in aprayer, learned by heart, or read, it not poſlible for the heart 
to joyne with the tongue ? If T pray therefore in ſpirir, and heartily utter my deſires | 
troGod, whether in mine owne words,or borrowed (and ſo made mine) what 1s the 
offence? But(fay you)if the Lord Jeſus in his Teſtament have not commanded any 
D] fach Booke,ir is accurſed and abominable : But fay I, ifthe Lord Jeſus hath not.any 
where forbidden ſich a Booke, it isnotaccurſed nor abominable ; Shew us the place; 
where,that we may know it with you : Nay but I muſt ſhew you wherethe Apoſtles 
uſed any ſuch Service-booke : ſhew. you me, where the Apoſtles baptized in a Baſin : 
or where they received women to the Lords table :(for your « «/p«7@, 1 Cor. 11. Will 
not ſerye)ſhew me that the Bible was diſtinguiſhed into Chapters and Verſes in the | patigtwixe 
| Apoſtles time :ſhew me that they ever celebratedthe Sacrament of the Supper at any | c«lvizand 
other time than evening, as your Anabapriſts now doe : ſhew me that-they uſed one | 39%... 
prayer before their Sermons alwaies, another after ; that they preached everupon a enſue, bof 
Text : where they preachedovera Table :or laſtly,ſhew me where che Apoſtles uſed | 7@1Ziafaciuar. | 
that prayer whichyou made before your laſt prophecie ; and a thouſand ſuch circum- Socr 5.6483. 
ſtances. Wharan idle plea is this from the Apoſtolike times? And ifT ſhould tell /you| 
that Saint Peter celebrated with the Lords Prayer, you will not beleeve it : yet foul] 
know the Hiſtorie. Bur ler the Reader know that your quarrell is not againſt the \ Platin.inirie 
matter, but againſt the Booke not as they are prayers, bur as ſtinted, or preſcribed: 
Whereinall the world beſides your ſelves are Idolaters : Behold, all Churches that 
were,orare,are partners withus in thiscrime. Oh idolatrousGeneva,andall French, | | 
Scottiſh, Daniſh, Durch, Churches ! All which both have their ſer prayers with: us, Ms 
andapprove them. Qvod ad formwlani, Oc. As concerning a forme of Prayers and co par - 
Kites Ecclefiafticall(aith Reverend Catvip) I doe greatly allow that it ſhould be ſer | 87. 
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Counterpoyl. | | 


Omnibus arieti- 
bus gregis (id 
eft) Apoſtolus 


prandi, Dimitte 
nobl0,Ocs Aug, 
ep. 89.0 
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j' | Prayers, becaiiſe we ſhew no patterns from Scripture. We doe ſhew. patterns 
{Hts { old, muſtyee | g 
ondenined: Bur 
5?IF4 | d n+ his owne 
fervices?If God have nor appointedir,you cry out upon inventzonsaf God have.ap- 
[pointed jt, you cry, We may not follow it : ſhew then where Godever injoynedan 
' ordinary ſervice to himſelfe,that wasnot ceremoniall(as this plainly isnot : which 


| 
[ 
, Ld 
LY 


yea, without handsor feet? Ina word, could not.God be purely. worſhipped, if you 
were not ? Yer would you not ſeeme ſuperfluous creaturs.z ſpeake. in your: ſelte : 


were-no other Bookes in. the world, but the Scripture? If yca, as w 


' Might not God bee intirely ptr” > ph with. pure and holy. Wy Doug there 
1C WOTrld, 7ca, as Wha gan denicit, 
| that knowes what the worſhip of God meanerh? Whatthen NE Heplans and | 
'Doftors and learned Interpreters ? To the fire. with all thoſe curjous Artsand Mo-| 
|| lames, as your Predeceflors called them : Yea,let me put. yqu in minde,that.Godwas | 
| purely and perfettly worſhipped by the. Apoſtolike Church, before. everthe.New, 
Teſtament was. written. Sce therefore the idlenefſe of your,proofes; God may.be[D 
| ſerved withour apreſcription of Prayer, but(if all Reformed Churches in Chriſten-| 
dome erre not) better withit : The Word of God is perfe4, andadmits noaddition: 
curſedwerewe,if we ſhould adde oughrto it:curſedyere that which ſhould be added: 
Bur curſedbe they that take ought from it, and dare fay, Ye ſhall nor pray thys,0%r 
\Father,@c. Doe wee offer to make our Prayers Canonical 2 dqewe obtrude them 
as partsof Gods Word? why cavill you thus 3 why doth the ſame Prayer. written 
| adde'torhe Word, whichſpoken addeth not ? Becauſe ea 2, Ex 154 
{ ded, not the other : Bur firſt,nor your particular Prayer : Secqndly,wichqut mention | | 

either of conception, or memorie, God commands us to pray in ſpirit, and-with the 
_ | heart: Theſe circumſtances, only as they.are deduced from his,Generals,ſo are-ours- 


n 
4 . 
I 


4 Apolo . p: 170, 
Acceſtmn, Oc. 
' H. Bay. againſt 
Gyford, 


the Church of the Apoſtles, 8&c. 
alſs our Sacraments, and the for 
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ſee beareth us companie,and is noſmallpart of our Idolatry: Which ,though itwere| 
given principally as a rule toqur prayers, yet ſince the matter is ſoheayenly,and moſt] 
wiſely framedto the neceſlitie of all Chriſtian hearrs ; rodeny. char it may beuſedin- 
ſuis dedit merem | tirely in our Saviours words,isno better than a fanaricall curiouſneſle: yeetdaneand| 
all, for if the matter be more divine, yer this ſtint is no leſſe faultie : -This, is. notthe|C 
eaſt part of our patchery : except youuntrip this, the reſt; you cannot. But.mightnot| 
d be purely andperfe&tly worſhipped without it ? Tellme, might not God: be 
purely and perfe&ly worſhiped without Churches, without houſes, withour garments, | 


rayex 15.COmman- 


Bat whence ſoever itpleaſe youtofetch our Booke ofpublike Prayer,from Rome or Fr 
Hell;orro what Image ocyer youpleaſetorcſemble ir; Lermoderare. ſpirirs heare |© 
whatthe precious wel of England faith of it : We have come a5 neareas we couldto | 
neither onely haye wee framed qur Do#trine, but 
wn ni noe; e of publike Prayersaccording ta their, Rites ane 
Iftatutions. Let no Jew now object Swines fleſh to us: He is nojudicious man (that 


ne all 
Olike* 
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Orme | | 


the | | 
got 


fun 


6 TORY | om it the mention of Cran/rer » Bucer, Ridky, Toylar, &o. ſome of whoſe hands 
I wereinir, all whoſe voyces wereforir) with whom one tepel will not oyer-weigh 
j OT Fc 4 $655 Mawooca ok þ 
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eAn Apolagie againſt 'Browniſts. —_ 56} - 
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InP. 


| The amber of Sacraments ſeemes greater among#t you by one at ti leaſt, than Chriſt bath 
leftin his Teſtament , and that is Marriage ; which howſozver you doe not in expreſſe termes 

call a Sacrament (wo more did Chriſt and the 4 poſites call Baptiſme and the Supper Sacra- 
ments,) jt do: youin truth create it a Sacrament, in the alminiſtration and uſeofit. There | 
are the parties to bee married and their marri ge, repreſenting Chriſt an1his Church, an their 
ſpiritual} union © to which myſtery, ſaith the Oracle of your Service-Booke, expreſiy, God 
hath conſecrated them : there is the Ring hallowed by the ſaid Service-Booke, ( wizron it 
muſt hee laid ) for the Element ;, there are the words of conſecration ; In the name of the Fathr, 
and of the Sonnet, aud of the Holy Ghoſt : there ts the place, the Church ; the time uſually,the Loyds 
day - the Miwiſter, the Pariſh-Prieſt. And being made 4s it is a part of Gos worſhip, and of | 
B | the Miniſters of fice, what 1s it if it be not a Sacrament £ It is no part of prayer, or preachiyz, 
and with a Sacrament it hath the greateft conſimilitude © but an 1dull T am ſure it is inthe 


celebration of it, being made a Miniſterial duty and part of Gods worſhip , without warrant. call 
it by what name you will. 


———— 


Szer10n XXENVIII 


* Ow did Confirmationeſcape this number?how did Ordination? it was your 
| © I feare, not your charity; tome things ſeeme, and are not: ſuch : 
is rhis your number of our Sacraments? you willneeds have us take in mar- | 278e nt 
riage intothisranke : why ſo? we doe nor (you confefſe) call ir a Sacrament as the | ment by the 
| vulgar, miſinterpreting Pauls Myſterinrm, Eph. 5: why ſhonld we not if we ſoeſteem- |FÞcot 
edit? wherefore ſerve names, but todenorate the nature of things 2 if we werenor | © 


ly aſhamed of the opinion, we could not be aſhamed of the word : No more (fay you) 


did Chriſt and his Apoſtles call Baptiſme and the Supper, Sacraments , bur we doe, 
; [and you withus: See now whether this clauſe doe not confure your laſt : where hath 
| | Chriſt ever ſaid, There are two Sacraments? Yet you dare fay ſo : what is this but in 
your ſenſean addition to the word? yea, we ſay flatly, there are but two :yer we doe 
(fy you ) in truth create it a Sacrament : how oft, and how reſolutely hath our 
Church maintained againſt Rome, that none but Chriſt immediately can create Sa- 
craments? If they had this advantage againſt us, how could we ſtand ? How wrong- | 
full isthis force, to faſten an opinion upon our Church which the hath condemned? 
Bur wherein ſtands this our creation ? It is true, the parties to bee married, and their 

| marriage repreſent Chriſt, and his Church, and their fpiritall union : Beware, leſt | 
you ſtrike God through our ſides : what hath Gods Spirit ſaid, either lefſe, or other | 
D] than this? Eph:5.25,26,27,0932.Doth he not make Chriſt the husband, the Church | 
tis Spouſe? Doth he not from that ſweet conjun&ion, and theeffectsofir, argue 
the deare reſpeds that ſhould be in martage ? Or what doth the Apoſtle allude elſe- 
where unto, when he ſayes (as Moſes of Eve) wee are the fleſh of Chriſts fleſh, and 
bone of his bone 2 And how famous amonglt the ancient is that reſemblance of Eve| 
taken out of Adams ſide fleeping, ro the Church taken out of Chriſts {1de ſleeping on 
the Crofſe; Since marriage therefore ſoclearely-repreſents this myſterie, and this uſe | 
is holy and facred: what error isit, ro ſay thar niarriage is conſecrated rothis myſte- 
rie ? But what istheElement ? the Ring ; Theſe things agreenot ; you had before 
made the twoparties tobe the matter of this ſacrament : What is the matrer of ve | | 
Sacrament, but Element? If they bethe matter, they are the Element, and ſonot the | 
Ring; both cannot be : if you will make the two parries to be but the receivers ; how | | 
doth all the myſterylie in their repreſentation? Or if the Ring be the Element,then' 
all the myſtery muſt be in the Ring, not inthe parties: Labour to bee more perfect, 
ere you makeany more newSacraments: but this Ring is laid upon the Service book: 
'why not? For readinefſe, not for holinefſe : Nay bur it is hallowed (you fay) by the 
booke: If irbee a Sacramentall Element. it tather.hallowes the booke,than the booke | 
It; you are not mindfull enough for this trade :But what exorciſmes are uſed in this | 
hallowing?Or who ever helditany other than acivill pledge of fidelity? Then follow TE 
i:he words of Conſecration : Ipray you what difference is there berwixr helewing, | 
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} Conan wtation 
{ of Penai1ice in 


qu Chucch, 


know are ſpoken after the Ring 15 put on: was it ever heard of, that aSacramental} F. 
lement wasconſecrated after it was applied? See how Il yourfJandersare digeſted by 
you : The place isthe Church,the rimeis the Lords day,the Miniſters the aQor;ang 


. 


cleſiaſticall andcivill : impoſed onthe Minifter, not upon neceffity, but expedience : 


| 


—_— 
I ——_ —_ 


[your founder ſeemestorequire nothing here but notice giyen to witnefles, and then 


isit not thus inall other reformed Churches as well asours?Behold we ate nor alone: 
all Churches in the world(if this willdoe it)are guilty of three Sacraments:Tell me, 
would you not haye marriage ſolemnized publikely ? You cannot miſlike : though 


robed : Well, ifpublike, yon account it withall, agraveand weighty buſineſſe: there. 
fore ſach,as mult be ſan&ified by publikeprater:What places fitter for publike Praier | 
than the Church 2 Whois fitter toofferup the publike prater, than theMiniſter? who 
ſhould rather joyne the parties in Marriage, than the publike deputicof that God, who 
ſolemnly joyned the firſt couple? who rather thanhewhichin the name of God ma 
bleſſe them ? The prayers which accompany this ſolemmirie, are parts of Gods wor- 
ſhip, nor the contra it ſelfe : This1s a mixr action, therefore, compounded of Fc. 


neither efſentiall tohim, bur accidentally annexed, for greaterconvenience. Theſe 
two frivolous grounds haye made your cayill either very {1mple, or very wilfull, 


ITS 


Tour Court of faculties from whence your diſpenſations and tolerations for Non-reſidency, aud 
Plurality of Benefices, are had together, with your commuting of Penances, and abſolving on | 
2141 for another. Take away 1his power from the Prelates,” and you maime the Beaſt in a limwe. 


EE if this man be not hard driven for accuſations, when hee is faine to repeit | 
- oyer the very ſame crime which he had largely urged before: All the worldwill| 

know that you want variety, when you ſend 1n theſe twice-ſod Coleworts : 
Somewhat yet we finde new, Commutration of Penance. Our Courts would tell you, | 
that here is nothing diſpenſed with, but ſome ceremony of ſhame in the confeflion: 
which in the greater ſortis exchanged(for a common benefit of the poore) into a pe- 


cuniary mulct ; yet (fay they)not ſo as toabridge the Church of her farisfation, by | 


{ tothe authors ? This power 15 no more a limmeof the Prelacy, thanour Prelacy 1s 


the confeſſion of the offender : and if you grant the Ceremony deviſed by thew,why | 
doe you finde fault that it 1saltered, or commuted by them? As for Abſolution, you 
have a ſpite at it, becauſe you ſought it,and were repulfed: If the cenſures be but their 
owne(ſo you hold)why blame you the nienaging ofthem in what manner ſeemes beſt 


that Beaſt in the Revelation : and our Prelacie holds it ſelfe no more $.1ohgs beaſt, 
than it holds you 8.Paxls beaſt, Phil .3.2. 


Le P. So 


| 
1s your HighCommiſion Court very abſolute, where,Lythe Oath Ex officio, zen are conſtras- 


2:4 10 accuſe themſelves of ſuch things as whereof no manwill or can accuſe them ; what neefiit) 
Fs laid upor. them in this caſe, let yourpriſonswitneſſ. | 


SncrIoN XL. 


| Oath Ex _ 


| 


AsKe of Auricular Confeffion ; you ſend mee toour High Commiſſion Court: 
Pics two are much alike : But here is alſo very abſolute neceſſity of confeſſion: 
True ; butas ina caſe of Juſtice, not of ſhrift: to clearea truth, not toobraine ab- 
ſolution: toa bench of Judges, notto a Prieſts care ;Here are roo many ghoſtly Fa- 
thers, for anauricular confeſſion : But you will miſtake, it is enough againſtus, that 


"4 | PER mm NO nbd HD ADE ION 
eAn Apologie againſt Broynlſts. Tt 


and conſecration ? The Ring was hallowed before the booke, now it muſt be conſe-| 1 
| crated : Howidly ? By what words ? 1nthe name of the Father, &-c. Theſe words you 


| 
Caorian XNLLL, C 


B 


men are conſtrained m theſe courtsto confeſſe againſt themſelves : why name you 
theſe courtsonly? Even in othersalſo oaths are urged,(not onely rele mercenario, 
but 053i: YThe honourableſt Court of Star-chamber givesan oath in's criminal cale 


to the defendant ; So doth the Chancery, and Court of Requeſts: Shortly, ro omit 


Vie bon examples, how many inſtances haye you of this like proceeding in the 
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conmon Lawes of this Land? Bar wich all you might learne, that no Enquiry Ex of- 

fiio my bee thus made bur upon good grounds, as Fame, Scandall, vehemenr pre- | 
ſamption,&c.going before,and giving juſt cauſe of ſt (picion:Secondly,that this-pro- 
ceeding 15not allowed inany caſe of crime, whereby tae life, or Iims of the examined 
party, May bee indangered : nor yer where there is a juſt ſulnicion of future perjury 
upon ſuch enforcement. Thus is the ſuſpected wite urged to cleare her honeſty by 
oath : Thus the Maſter of the howte maſt cleare his truth,Zxol. 22.8.ThusAchan and 
pnathan were urged tobe their owne accuſers, thoughnor by oath : Bur ifperhaps 
any ſiniſter courſe be taken by any corrupt Juſticer in their proceedings: 
imputed tothe C hurch? Looke you to your petty- C ourts at home : which ſome of 
your owne have compared to theſe courſes, not onely tothe Corrmifſion-Court of 
Enzland,buttothe inquiittion of Spazze: See there your Paſtor defending himſelfo to 
b- both an accuſer and Judge in the ſame cauſe: See their proceedin gs Ex ofiicjowith- 
out commiſſion:andif your priſons cannot witneſſe it, your excommunications may. 


Sp. 


Thonghyou have lot the $nrines ef Saint s.yet you retaine their dazes,and thoſe holy as the Lords 
day,and that with good profit to your ſþiriinall carnall Conrts, from ſuch as vrofant them with the 
haſt ani moſt tawfwll labour, notwithſtanding the liberty of the ſix dayes lalour, which the Lord 
bath given:and as muchwould the Maſters of theſs Conrts bee ſtirred atthz c ſting of theſs Saints 
dayes out of the Calendar,as were the Maſters of the poſſeſſed maid , when the Spirit of divination 
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was caſt out of her, AGF. 16. 19. 


Section XL1I. 


E c have not loſt, but caſt away the Idolatrous ſhrines of Saints: their 
dates we retaine;their3,not for worſhip of them,which our Church con - 


cellent examples:partly for diſtindtion:indeed thetefore Gods dayes,and not theirs: 
their praiſes redound to him:ſhew us where we implore them, where wee conſecrate 
daies to theirſervice : The maine cnd of Holy-daies is for the ſervice of God, and 
ſome, as Socrates ſets downe of old, (quo ſ?a laborum contentione relaxent) for relaxation 
from labour : andif ſuch daies may bee appointed by the Church as were the Holy- 


ple) whoſe names ſhould they rather beare {though bur for meere diſtinction ) than 
the bleſſed Apoſtles of Chriſt ? But this is a colour onely : for you equally condemne 
thoſe dates of Chriſts Birth, Aſcenſion, Circumſition, Reſurrection, Anunciation, 
which the Church hath beyondall memorie celebrated : what then is our farile? Wee 
keepe theſe holy as the Lords day, inthe famemanner, thoughnot inthe fame de- 


Saints: 15this yet our offence ? No, but wee abſtaine from gur moſt lawfall labour 
in them True, yet not inconſcience of the day, but in obedienceto the Charch : If 
the Church ſhal indict a folemne Faſt;doe you nothold ir contemptuous to fpend that 
day in lawfull labour ; notwithſtanding that liberty of the ſix dayes which God hath 
given? Why ſhall that bee lawfullin.a caſe ofdejetion,, which may not inpraiſeand 
exultation? If you had not loved tocaytll, you would rarher have accepted the Apo- 
logy, or excuſe of our ſiſter Churches in this behalfe, than aggravared theſe uncha- 


weemay beleeve your owne) is not altogether guilcleſſe : your hands are ſtill, and 
your ſhops ſhut upon feſtivall dayes ; But wee accuſe you not : wonld God this were 
your worſt. The Maſters of our Courts would tell you, they would not care ſo mnch 
forthis diſpoſſeſiion, as that it ſhould bee done by ſuch conjurers as your ſelfe. 
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demneth.,bur partly for commemoration of their high deſerts, and ex- | 


dates of Prim, of the dedication ofthe wall of Jeruſalem, rhe dedicarion of the Tem- 


gree: Indeed wee come to the Church , and worſhip the Ged of the Martyrs and 


ritable pleas of your owne : yet even inthis , your owne Synagogue at Amſterdam (if 


Ifan ignorant ant unpreaching Miniſter bee approved amongſt yon, ani the people conſt; ai-| 
fed by all kinde of Violence to ſubmit nuloit , aud therewith to reſt ( as what is moreuſuall | 
throvehont the whole K ingdowe £) then let no modeſt i1an onre open his monty to deny, that igino-! 


| Holy.Jajes 
| bow abſt rvecd 


12 the Church 
ct En:land, 
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quod ſit ſattumi 
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orbe terrarum, | 
Domin pafſio & | 
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celum aſcenſus, 
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13.7 ert. de peni!, (One downe before Gods Miniſter and Altar ; not to mention other more 


; Neoct ſar. 
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rance is conſtrained and epproved amoneit you. If the ſervice ſaid or ſungin the Par; 
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eAn Apologie againſt Browniſts, 


#1 Church| þ 


may be called devotion, then ſure there is good ſtore of unkyowne devotion, the greateſt part iy 


moſt pariſhes, veither R20711g nor reearding what is ſaid, nor wherefore. 
SzcrTion XA LIL. 


Our want of quarrel: makes YOu {till run over the ſame complaints : which fy 
you redouble a thoutand times, willnotbecome juſt, may become tedions 


Wu God knowes how farweare fromapproving an unlearned Miniſtery:The prg. 


reſtationsof our gracious King, our Biſhops, our greateſt Patrons of conformity in 
theirrublike writings, might make you aſhamedofriis bold affertion : we doe nor 
allow that it ſhould be, we bewaile that it will be : our number of Pariſhes compared 


Cann. AH 


with our number of Divines, will ſoone ſhew, that either many pariſhes muſt haye 


\none, or ſome Divines muſt have many Congregations, or too many Congrepations 


\mulſt have ſcarce Divine-Incumbents. Our deare Soveraigne hath promiſeda me- 


iCHicine for this diſeaſe ; But withall tells you that Ternſalex was not built allon a day. 


The violence you ſpeake of is commonly in cale of wiltull contempt, not of honeſt 
and peaceabledefireof further inſtruction, orin ſuppoſallof ſome tolerable abjlitic 
inthe Miniſtery forſaken ; we doe heartily pray for labourers into this harveſt : wee 
Coe with that all 7ſ-ae] could prophetic : we publiſh the Scriptures, we Preach, Cate- 


| 


' chiſe, Write, and (Lord thon knoweſt)how many of us would doe more, if weknew 


'what more could be done, for the information of thy people, andremedy ofthis 
17nNorance which this adverſary reproves usto approve. 

| We doubtnot bur the ſervice faid in our Pariſh-Churches, 1sasgooda lerviceto 
God.,as the extemporary devorions in your Parlours : Bur, it 15 anunknowne deyo- 
fon, you ſay : Through whoſe fault 2? The Readers, or the Hearers, or the Matter? 
'Diſtin& reading you cannot deny tothe moſt Pariſhes : the matter, 1s eafie Prayers, 
and Eeliſh Scriptures: if the hearers be regardlefſe,orin ſome things dull of conceir, 
jla y the fault from the ſervice to the men : All yours are free from 1gnorance, free 
| from wandering conceits: we enyy you not, ſome knowledge is no better than ſome 


'gn0rance, and careleſnefſe 1sno worſe than miſ-regard. 


| | : DAP. 

| IWhat are your ſheet-prnances for adultery, and all your purſe-penances for all other finnes? 
| fan which,though ſormewor ſe 77 Popery, yet #61e More COMMON. 
SacrIONn XA LIITL. 

| (Droruch now to the vaultsof Popery, I aske for their Penances, and Purga- 


s 


tory ; thoſe Popiſh Penances, which preſampruous Confeſſors enjoynedas|a- 

tisfactory,and meritoriousupon their bold abſolutions:You ſendme to Sheet- 
venances and Purſe-penances : the one,ceremonious corrections of ſhame,enjoyned 
and adjoyned to publike Confeſſions ofuncleanneſſe, for the abaſing of the offender, 
and hate of the finne : ſach like as the ancient Church thoughr good to uſe for this 
purpoſe. Hence they were appointed (as Tertu{/;en ſpeaketh) in ſack-clothand aſhes, 
to crave the prayers of the Church, tobeſmeare theirbody with filthineſſe, tothrow 


pay 
—— EDIRC 
- RR  Im—_—_— 


hard, and perhaps no lefſe ancient Rites ; and hence were thoſe fiveſtations of the 
Penitent,whereby he was at laſt received into the body of his wonted Communion : 
heothera pecunjary mnlit impoſed upon ſome(not all, you foulely ſlander us) lefſe p 
Nainous offences ; asa penalty, notas a penance : IT hope you deny not ; Sodomy” 
Murder, Robbery, & (which you would not) Theft it ſelfe is more deeply avenged: 
Zur 01d everany of oursurge either ſheetor purſe as the remedy of Purgatory, of 1 
| joynerhem, to avoid thoſe infernall paines ? unleſſe we doe ſo, our Penances are nol 
Popilh,and our Anſwerer is idle. : | 


C8”. 


,” 


——— 


_eAn Apologie againſt Browniſts. : 


Ee, 


SE Pp, 


Touching Purgatory, though you deny the doFrine of it, and teach the contrary, yet how roell 
your practice ſuits withit, let it be conſidered in theſe particulars : Totir abſolving of nien dying 


ex-ommmunicate after they be dead, an1before they may have Chriſtian buriall. Tour Chriſtian 
burkall 3 holy ground ( if the perly will bee at the charges ;) your ringing of hallowed tells for 
the ſoule ; your (nging ihe Corps to the grave from the Church ſtile ; your praying vver, vr for the 
dead, eſpecially in tleſe words, That GoJ wonid haſten his kingdome, that wee with this our 
Brother (though his life were never ſo wretched, and deaih deſperate) anlall other departed in 
the true faith of thy Loly Name, may have our perfed# conſummation both in body and ſoutle. 
Tour gexerall doGrines and your particularpraGices agree in t 11s as in the moſt other things, 
like Harpe and Harrow. Inword you profeſſe many truths, whichin deed you dey. 


Bl Theſeand many moe Popiſh devices (by others at large diſcowerel totheworld ) both for pomp 


an1profit, are not onely not razed and buried in the duſt, but are advanced amovg(t you above 
all that is called God. 


Y 


CEerlon XLIV. 


contrary to Purgatory : but you will ferch ir out of oar practice , that we may 


| Chriſtian in his buriall? What is any, or all chis to Purgatory ? 


— EE , 


- "GCE | 


6. att... z- - at HS 3 Ss . 


Ourncxtacculationis more ingenuonlly malicious ; our Dotrine yougrant The praftices 


| ofthe Church 

' ef England 

, ConceIning the | 
frinerals ofthe 


build chat which we deſtroy: Let us rherefore p.urge our {elves from your Pur- | 
gatory : Weabſolve men dying excommunicate;a rare practice,and which yer Thave 
notlived toſee : but if Law-makers contemne rare occurrents, ſurely accuſers donor: | 2% 
Once is too much of an evill: Marke then ;Doz2 weabſolve his Sov'e after the depar- 
tare? No: what hath the Body to doe with Purgatory ? Yet for the body : doe we by 
any abfolution ſecke to quit it from ſinne ? Nothing leſle : reaſon it ſelie givesus,that 
it 15uncapable cither of fin or pardon; Tolie unburied, or to be buried unſeemly, is 
ſo machapuniſhment, that the Heathens 05jected it (though upon rhe havock and 
fury of Warre) tothe Chriſtians,as an argument of Gods neglect. All that authority 
can doetothe dead Rebell,is to pur his carkafle roſhame,and deny him the honour of 
ſeemely ſepulture: Thus doth the Church to thoſe that will die 1n wilfull contempr. | 


| ſhame after death : ir wasa reall, nor imaginary curſe of Tezabet ; The dogs ſhall eat 


The next intimation of our purgatory, is our Chriſtian buriall, in che place,in the 
manner: The place, holy ground,theChurch,Churchyard,%c.The manner, Ringing, 
Singing, Praying over the Corps. Thus therfore you argae ;:We bury the body in the 
Church,or Churchyard,&c.therefore we holda Purgatory of the Soule;a prootenot 
lefſe ſtrange than the opinion : We doe neither ſcorne the carcaſſes of our friends, as 
the old Treg/odites:nor with the old Feyptians reſpect rhem more, t1an when they were 
enformed with aliving ſoule : but we keep a meare courſe berwixrboth, ufingthem 
asthe remaindersof dead men, yet as dead Chriſtians:andas rhoſe which we hope one 
day to ſee glorious. We have learned rocallno place holy in it ſelfe(ſince the Temple) 
but ſome more holy in their uſe, than others. The old (wwrres) of the Chriſtians, 
E| wherein theirbodiesſlept in peace, werenor leſſeeſteemedofthem, thanthey are ſcor- 
nedofyou.Gallienns thought he did them agrear favour(and forhey rook ir) when he 
gavethemrhe liberty notonly of their Churches. bur of their former burying p'aces. In 
the fame booke Exſebinscommends Af3rivs a noble Senator, for his care, and coſt of | p9ra- Aug de 
Marinus his buriall. Of all theſe rites of funerall,& choyce of piace, we profefſe to ho!d 
| with A»2»ſize. that they are onely the comfortsof the living, not helpes of the dead; 
\vetas 0r3gena!forteacherh us, we havelearned to honour a reaſonable (much more a 
Chriſtian)ſoule;and rocommitthe inſtrument or caſe of ir honourably rothe grave. | 
Al}. 


l 


| 
| 


(] 
\ 


1 


Thoſe Grecian virgins that feared not death, were yer reſtrained with the feare of 


i 


Tezabel. Now the abſolution(as you callit,by an unproper, but maliciousname) is no- | © 

thivg elſe bur a liberty given by the Church (upon repentance ſtgnifiedof the fault | $leeping- 
ofthe late offender) of all thoſe externall rite: of decent Funerall : Deathir ſelfe is | Places, cemite- 
capable of inequality, and unſeemelinefſe : Suppoſe ajuſt excommunication : What 
reaſon 15 it, thathe which in hislife and death would be as a Pagan, ſhould beasa 


| 
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eAn Apologie againſi Browniſts, = 
All this might have taught our Anſwerer,that we make account ofanheaven,cf are. 
ſurre&ion,not of a Purgatory.But we ring hallowed bells for the ſoule:Do rotthoſs 
bels hang in hallowed Stceplestoo? and doe wenct ring them with hallowed ropes 
| Whar fancie is this? If Papiſts were ſo fond of old: their folly and their bells(for the 
| moſt part) are both our of date ; wee call them ſoule-bels, for that they ſignifie the 
departure of the ſoule,not for that they helpe the paſſage of rhe ſoule. This is meere 
| Boyes-play. Bur wepray over or forthe dead ; Doe we not ſing to him alſo? Pardon 
me.,I muſt needs tell you, here is much ſpite, andiittle wit. To pray for the confum- 
mation ofthe glory ofall,Gods ele : What 151t,but Thy Kingdowe come ? How yainly 
doc you ſeeke a knot ina ruſh,while you cavill at ſo holy a Petition? Goe and learne 
how much better it is, to call themour brothers, which are nor, in harmeleſſe oyer- 
weening and over-hoping of charity, than tocall them no brothers, which are, in a 
proud and cenſorious uncharirablenefſe : you cannot bee conrentto tellan untruth, 
but you muſt face it out. Let any Reader judge, how farre our prattice 1n this difen 
red from our doctrine; would to Godin nothing more: Yes{faith this good friend) 
in the moſt other things; our words profeſſe, our deeds deny : at once you make ns 
 hypocrites,and your ſelves Phariſes.Ler all the world know,that the Engliſh Church 
at Amſterdam profeſſeth nothing which Ir practiſeth not : we may not be ſo holy, or 
ſo happy- 

Genratity i5a notable ſhelter ofuntrath : Many moe, you fay,Popiſh devices, yet 
namenone : No, you cannot. Adyanced above all thar is called Cod > ſurely thisis 4 
paradox of fJanders : you meant at once toſhame us with falſhood, and toappoſe us 
with Riddles: we ſay to the Higheſt, whom have wen heaven but rhee?and for earth, 
your felfe have granted we give too much to Princes, (which are earthen Gods) and 
| may come under Paxls (mw oferue.) Eithernameour Deity, or crave mercy for your 
wrong:certainly, though you have notremorſe, yet you ſtall have ſhame. 


Ser. 
To are farre from doing to the Romiſh 1dols, as was done to the Figyprian 1dols, Mithra 
| and Serapis whoſe Prieſts wereexpelled their Miniſtery,and Monuments expoſed to utter ſcorne 
and deſalation,their temples demoliſhed and razed to the very foundation. 
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Mithraand Serapis,cxpoſed tothe laughter of the vulgar: you ſtrainethecom- 
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The Churthes 
ſtill retained in 
England, 
Socrat. Hiſt. Ec. 
[.F.C.166s1 7. 
Bed. hiſt. Eccl.l. 
T.Cit. Gregor. 


Ep.Aig (u0 C. 
30. Edilbarto 
Tegt c 33.Cor- 
tra ſibt,e9-c. Sed 
& Hereticorum 


| templa vaſtataa 


Conftantino. Eu- 
[(; bil 3 [6 3» 


Aueguſt,de Crit. 
ltb.8.caþ.27. 
Hooker 5-b.c.13. 
Id Auguſte cont, 
Maximn. 

A t14n. None i 
templum,es c, 
Optat.Malewt-. 
L,.6,Lavitis pre- 
cul dubio pallas; 
Iudicate quid de 
codicibus feciſtis 
Aut utrumq; la 
ate ,axt &c.S1 


T Majeſty of Romiſh Petti-gods (Itruly told you) was long agone, with 


pariſon too farre;yet we follow you: T heir Prieſts were expelled:for(as your 
Doctor yeeldeth)other actors came upon the ſame ſtage : others in religion, elſe it 
had beene no change: Their Miniſtery & Monuments expoſed to utter ſcorne: Their 
Maſſes, their oblations,theiradorations, their invocarions, their anoylings, their ex-| 
orcizings,their ſhrift, their abſolutions, their Images, Rood-lofrs,and whatſoeverelle 
of this kind:But the Temples of thoſe old Heathens weredemolithed and razed:Here | 
is the quarrell : ours ſtand ſtill in their proud Majeſty: Can you ſee no difference be- 
twixt our Churchesand their Temples ? The very name it ſelfe (if atleaſt you have 
underſtood it) Kirk or Church (which is nothing but an abbreviation of (welazn, the 
Lords houſe) might have taught you, that ours were dedicared toGod, and theirs to 
the Devill, in their falſe gods : Avgyſtzzeanſwers you, as dire&tly,as if he were inmy 
roome: The Gentiles(faith he) to their gods erefted Temples, wenor Templesunto 
our Martyrs, as unto Gods, but memorialls asunto dead men,whoſe ſpirits with God 
are {til living: Theſe then if they were abuſed by Popiſh Idolatry,is there no way,but 
Downe with them,down with them tothe ground? Well fare the Donatiſts yet your 


fmeroken, that Optatys askes them, why they did not waſh the bookes which ours 
roucht,and the heavens which they looked upon : What,are the very ſtones ſinful? 


be uncleane : But nor their pollution angers you more, than their proud Majeſty : 


uod tangit aſpefius lavapdum ef, ut parietes&c.V idemus reaum, videmu & celum, Ec hec a vobis lauari non poſſunt. 


| Whathoule can be too good for the Maker of all things? AsGod is not affected with 


old friends : they but waſhed the walls that were polluted by che Orthodox: by the| 


what can be done with them ? The very earth where they ſhould lye on heaps would, 
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\ifgoodly ? If wedid put holineffe in the ſtones, as you doenncleannefle, it might be 


'Srate, ſois henor delighted in baſeneſſe. If the porapeof the Temple wereceremo- 
niall,yet it leaves this morality behind it,that Godshoule ſhouldbe decent:and what 


IR] 


ſinne to be coſtly : Let me tell you, there may bee as much pride ina clay wall, asina 
carved: Proud Majeſty is better than proud baſeneſle;the ſtone or clay will offend in. 
neither, we may in both; It you loye cattages, the ancient Chriſtiahs with us; loved 
to have Gods houſe ſtately, asappeares by the example of that worthy Biſhop of 4- 
lexandria,and that graciaus Conſtantine, in whoſe dayes thelefacredpiles began to lift 
uptheir heads unto this envicd height; Take you yourowne choyee, give nsours;let 
us neither repine,nor ſcorne at each other. 


Sar. 


But your Temples, eſpecially your Cathedral and mother Clmrches, land tit in their proud | 


| the Gentiles, from whom they were derived and furniſhed withall manner of pompons and ſuper- | 


| 0rg48-mWuſicke and many other glorious ornaments of the Romilh Harlot, by which her Majefty 


Majeſty poſſeſſed by Arch-biſhops and Lord Biſhops,like the Flamins and Arch-Flamings, amongit | 


ſtitzous motmments, as carved and pairied Images, MaſSing- Copes and Snrplices, char ting and 


C 


is commended to,and admired by the ontgar : ſo far areyon intheſe reſpes ſor being gone,or fled, 

1e4,07 crept either,ont of Babylon. - ord 

Now ify0u be thus Babyloniſh where ou reputezonr ſelves moſt Sion-lice, aud thus confoun- 

| ded inyour owneevidence,what defence could you make inthe things whereof an adverſary would 

; challenge you £ If your light be darkneſſe.how great isour darkveſſe. | 
| 5 

| 


| Sxction XLVI. | 5, 

LL this while I fearedyou had beene in Popiſh [dolatry : tiowT find you in 

þ& Hcatheniſh: Theſe our Churches are {till poſſeſſed by their Flamrns,and Arch- 
A F/171325:T had thought none of our Temples had beene ſoancienr: certainly. T 


n 
* 


4 18 6 <4 EE ge 


| of time: For the moſt, you might have readtheir age, andtheir Founders inopen res, 


j Itis true, the Flamzzs,and what everother Heathen Prieſts;were put downe, Chriſti-. 


find bur one poore ruinous building, reported to haye worne out this long tyranny | 


| cords: But theſe were derived from thoſe: ſurely the Churchesas much as the men :1 


— 


an Biſhops were ſetup; Are theſe therefore derived from thoſe? Chrittianity came in, 
the roome of Judaiſme:was ittherefore derived from it? Before youtold us;that our 
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The Founders 


Lumb,bb.adift : 


Theophilus Epiſe, 


Atharaſ.apol. 
Euſch.de vita 
Conſt. | 

| Otho Friſengllih, 
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Widnm mtcor ans. 
ſervariſuſſt; 
eamguem loco. 
prblicoerexit, | 
Kb Gentiles tem: 
pore propredien- 
te nonnficia- 

rentur ſe huſuſs | 
modi deos colu- | 
iſſe. Ammonitis * 
Grammaticus + 
bac de revalde 
diſcrxciatus, 


Dixit gf avem {| 


plagam religion; | 
Grecorum mfli-g 
Gam,qued iis + 
una ftatua not | 
everteretur. So | 
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{adverſary, either Man or Devi 
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eAn Apologie againſt Brownifes. 


owne challenges : WC maybe faulty, but we are true: Andif the darkneſſe you find 
in usbe light, how great is our light ? TY 


Sz. 


#»t for that not the ſeparation,but the cauſe makes the 8chiſmatike ; and leſt you ſhould ſreme 
| to ſpeake evill of the thing you kyow not, and1o condemne a cauſe unheard, you lay downe inthe 
| next placethe ſuppoſed cauſe of our ſeparation, againſt whichyou deale as inſufficiently. And that 
| you pretend to be, none other than your conſortingwith the P apiſts in certaine Ceremonies : tow | 
- | ching which,and our ſeparation 31 regard of them thus you write. 

i M. H. If you have taken but the leaft kzowledge of the ground of our judgement and pradice, 
how dare you thus abuſe both us andthe Reader, as if the only or chiefe gronnd of our ſeparation 
wereyour Popiſh Ceremonies © But if you goe only by gheſſe, having never ſo muchas read over ong 
Treatiſe publiſhedis our defence, ard yet ſticke not to paſſe this your ceuſorions doome both #pon 
| #5 and 3t ; Theave it tothe Reader to judge whether you have beene more laviſh of your cen ſure,or| 
| credit. Moſt unjuſt is the cenſure of @ cauſe unkgowne, thoughinit ſelſe never ſoblame-worily, 
| which weverthel:(ſe may be praiſe-worthy, for ought he kyowes that cenſures it. 
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* Which upon | Teparation, and piried it : My knowledge both of * M. $973th whom youfollowed, | | 

theLerds | _'andyour felfe, would not ler me thinkeof you, as you deſerved: How durſt Icharge | 
Sn; Paine [Ou With that, which perhaps you might dflavow 2 It was my chatity therefore; that 
(poſitions of | made my accuſations eaſie : itis your uncharitableneſſe that accuſes them of igno- 
——_ I e Schiſtnarick; knewnot you were ſotrnea Brow- 
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Jrance.Ikriew why a Brownzj[t 18a tru 
_ '[=f.'But why then did I write 2 Taking yourſeparation at beſt > T knew how juſt- | 
. fy I-mighttake occaſion by it todifſwadefrom ſeparation''; ro others good, though 
$nottoyours:Now I know you berter,or worſe rather, Tthinke you heare more:For- 
give me my charity,and make the worſt of my ignorance. Tknew that this ſeparati- 
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fon(whichnow Iknow yours) ſtands tipon foure grounds, as fomebeafts upon foure 
feet. Firſt, God worſhipped after a falſe manner "Yefondly idly, Prophane multitude re- 
ceived ; Thirdly, Antichriſtian Miniſtery impoſed ;Fourthly, Subje&ion to Anti- 
{chriſtian Government : The Ceremonies are butas ſome 6ne paw in every foot: 
'[yerif weextend the wordtothelargeſt uſe, dividing all Religion into Ceremony: | 
[and Subſtance; Tmay yet, anddoe averre, that your ſeparation is meetely g7 
{upon Ceremonies. DO An gion eeengeF | 
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 Andtonching the Ceremonies here ſpoken of, howſuever wee have formerly refuſed theirs, ſub- 
| emitting (as all others did and doe) tothe Prelates ſpirituall TuriſliGjon (herein through igno-| 
ranceſtraining at Guats, and ſwallowing Camels) get are wee verily perſtvaded of them, and (0 
were before wee ſeparate1, that they are but as leaves of that tree, and as badges of that Man of 
fenne; whereof the Pope 3s head, and the Prelates ſhoulders. And ſo wee for our parts ſee norea ſor 
why any of the Biſhops ſworne ſervants (as all the Miniſters in the Church of England are Cano- 
| zicatly )/houtd make rice to weare their Lords Liveries. Which Ceremonies notwithſtanding wee 
| kzow well enough, howſoever you for advantage extennate and debaſe them unto us to bee advan- 
ced aud preferred in your Church, before the preaching of the Goſpel. 

It is much that they being not ſomuch as Reed, nor any part of the billing (as yonpretend) 
ſhowld overturne the beſt builders among you as they doe. The proportion betwixt Loar and 
ther holds well : Loar was a neighbour unto Sodome, both in place and ſinne, an1 obnoxious 
to the ſame deſiruionwithit : and it was Lots errour to deſere to have it ſpared, Gen. 19.15, | 
18,19,20. anZ ſo hee never found reſt xorpeacein it, but forſocke it for feare of the ſame juſt 
judgement, which had overtaken the reſt of the Cities, verſe 30. The applicati:n of this to 


Jour Ceremonies, I heaveto your ſclfe, and them to that deſtrucion, to which they are devoted by 
thz Lo F 4. 
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Setcrion KLVTIII. 


NdtouchmngCeremonies;you refuſed them foxmerly,but not long:and when |. — |F 
you did refuſe them, you knew not wherefore ; for immediately before your ung; | 

\uſpenſion, you acknowledged them to be things indifferent, and for matter andſubjeQion 
of ſcandall by them, you had not informed your ſelfe (by your owne confeſſion)of a | M6 Prelates. 
whole quarter of a yeere after : Why refuſed youthen, bur as the Poet made his 
Playes, topleaſe the people, oras Sim Magzrs was baptized, for company? Burtreku- 
ſing them, you ſubmitted to the Prelaces ſpiricuall juriſdition: there was your crime; 
chis was your Camell, the other your Gnats : Did eyer any Prelatechallenge ſpiritu- 
all rule over your conſcience ? | 
-  Thisthey all appropriate to the great Biſhop of our foules:and ifother;grant them 
as your malice fainerh:what ſinne 1s it tobe the ſubje&t ofa Tyrant ? now upon more 
grace, refuſing thePrelacy, you have branded the Ceremonics : So you did before 
your ſeparation, Tell us, how long was itafter your ſuſpenſion, and before your de- 
parture,that you could have been content(upon condition)tohave wornethislinnen 
badge of your Man of finne?Was not this your reſolution, when you went from Nor- 
| 2#chto Lincolaghire, after your ſuſpenſion? Deny itnot ; my witnefſesare too ſtrong. 
| But let us take you as you are : theſe Ceremonies, though too vile for you, yetare 
#nod enough for our Miniſters of Evg/and: As if you ſaid, Lord, Ithanke thee, I am 
norasthis Publican: Why for our Miniſters?Becauſe, thoſe are the Liveries,and theſe 
the:Frorne ſervants of the Antichriſtian Biſhops: We have indeed {worne obedience | ;4,.4;x; | 
roour Ordinary, in honeſt and lawfull Commandements, but ſervice to Chr;j? - But | ter.in Pſal*44; 
dath allobedience imply ſervitude > this obedience is, asto ſpirituall Fathers, nor | 7 your 6 lef-3- | 
to:Maſters ; yet ſoare wee the(ervants of Chriſt, tharweeareready to give our ſer- |: cuique ſuus | 
vicetothe leaſt of his Saints ; Thus vile will wee bee for God ; how much more to CH ta + 
thoſe whom God hath made (as Hierome ſayes) Principes Eccleſie ©: whiles they com- [pg ft, pill 
mand for God: Whatdoe we herein, but that which Epiphanius urged of old againſt |obſeguerentar. F 
Aerins ; What burthe fame which Texatizs (that holy and old Martyr) requires | Corr 7 
(nor once) of all Presbyters, and offers the ingagement of his owne foule for us in \ * 
this alt? ma Was 

- As for our Ceremonies,apgravate them how you can for your adyantage,they are 
but Ceremonies tous : and ſuch,as wherein we put no holineſſe, butorder, decency, 
| convenience:bur they are preferred (you fay)in our Church, before the preaching of 
the Goſpell:a moſt wrongfulluntruch ; We hold preaching an effenciall part of Gods 
fervice,Ceremonies none at all : the Goſpellpreached wee hold the life and ſonle of 
the Church;Ceremonicscither the garmenr,or the lace of the garment:The oped 
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eAn Apologie againſt Browniſis. | 
| preached we hold the Foundationand Walls; Ceremonies hardly fo much as Reed A 
or Tile : Bur How then (fay you) have they'overturned our beſt builders? This js 
| wordof rare fayour : I had thought you had heldusall ruiners, nor builders ; Qy;e 
builders; of Babel, not ef Jeruſalem : in which worke the beſt builders are the wor. 
| Thoſe whoſe hand hath beene in thisa&t, would tell you,rhat not ſo much the Cere. 
monies are ſtood upon, as obedience : If God pleaſe to try Adan butwithan Apple 
! iris enough: Whardoe we quarrellatthe yalue of the fruit, when we havea prohibj. 
tion? $himet is ſlaine : what meerely for going out of the City ? the aft was little \the 
| bond was great : what is commanded, matters not fo much, as by whom; inſult nox 
we may thanke your outrage for this lofle. | Te 
| Foryourretortion of my Zoarand Sodorr:T can give you leave to be witty,youuſe 
it ſo ſeldome : but when jou have played with the alluſion what you liſt, I muſ tell 
you that he which will needs urge a compariſon togoe on foure feer, 1s not worthy to 
| goe upon two: Zoay was neere to Sodom,not part of 1t: Zoar was Teſcrved when Sodom 
j | was deſtroyed : Zoars neereneſle to the place where Sodome ſtood, needed not haye 
Fidews Dans. given Lot cauſe of remoyall. Zoar might fafely haye bee the harbour of Lot : his 
edn ſerve. | feare was, for want of faith : God pronuſed him and the place ſecurity : the far-fercht 
| 7irumpropter | application therefore of the wickednefſſe of Zoar,toour Ceremonies, mightwell haye 
| os beeneforborne,and kept to your ſelfe:much lefle needed you(like ſome ANti-Zo) to 


| call for fire and brim{tonefrom heaven upon your Zoar, 
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How wee wo#l4 kave behaved onr ſelves in the Temple, where the Money- changers were, and 
they that ſold Doves,we ſhall anſwer you, when you prove your Church to bee the Temple of God, 
compiled and built of ſpiritwatly herne and lively ſtones, 1 King. 5.17,18. and 6,7. 1 Pet.2. 
5. aud of the Cedars,Firres, and T hyne trees of Lebanon, 2 Chron. 2. 8. framed and ſet toge= 
ther iz that comely order, which a greater thas Salomon hath preſcribed : untowhichGod hath 
| promiſed his preſence. But whileſt we take it to be(asit 35)a confuſed heape of dead and defiled and | | 
| polluted ſtones, and of all rubbyſh. of briers and brambles of the wilderneſſe, for the moſt part, ft 
| ter for burning than buildiag : we take our ſelves rather bound to ſhew our obedience in departing } | 
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| from it, than oxr valour in purging it, and to follow the Prophets connſell in flying ont of Baby- | | 
lon, as the Hee-goats before the flocke, Jer.50.8. 
SscTIon XLIX. | | 


| The Gare ofthe H- youwould have behaved your ſelfe inthe Temple to the Money-chan- 
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| Temple, andof | gers, you willanſwer when weproveour Church to be Gods Temple, built 
j OUr CMNuren IN | . . 


| 1 reſemblance, 
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| of that matter, and in that forme which Cod hath preſcribed : and here you 
ſendus to 1 K3ng. 5-17. and >Chrop.2.8. Ignorantly; as if $4/ozzons Temple had ſtood 
cill Chriſts time : when neither the firſt, nor ſecond (though called Beth Gnolam) out- 
laſted more than foure hundred yeeres: Oras if the Market had beenunder the very 
roofe of that Temple. Whether Herogs were built ofthe ſame matter with $alomer-, 
and in full correſpondence to it, I diſpute not:it was certainly dedicated to Gods ſer- 
vice, andthar(which you would hardly diſpelt)in a ſolemne anniverſary Holy day : 
though not erected upon the wordofany Prophet.But to lerpaſſe Allegories:we muſt 
prove our felyes the true Church of God: Thus we doe it:We are true Chriſtians, for 
we were baptized intothe Name of Chriſt;'we truly profefſe our continuance inthe 
fame faith into which we were baptized : we joyne together in the publike Services 
of God: wee maintaine every pointof the moſt ancient Creeds : wee oyerthrow not 
the foundation by any conſequence. Therefore what ever is wanting tous, whatever 
{ 15 ſuperfluous, in ſpight of a!l the gates of Hell, wee are the true Church of God. Let 
me aske you : Werenot the people ofthe 7ewesin the Prophets, and inChriſts time, 
a confuſed heape ofdead and defiled, and (for I will uſe your Tautologies) polluted |. 
| ftones, and ofall rubbiſh, of bryersandbramibles of the Wildernefſe, for the moſt 
part fitter for burning than bmlding?Can we be worſe than they? If wickedneſſe can 
defilea Church, they ſhalljuſtifie us: dideither thoſeProphers, or our Saviour, 1 
| ther ſhew their obediCnce toGod in departing from it, than their yalour in purging 
] - '1t? 
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ar en Apologie againſt Browniſts. 

it 2you have well imitared theſe heavenly patternes.Bur what; can yourcharir 
nothing but rubbiſh ? Not one ſquare ſtone, not one living? You will be judg] 


FR ——_—___ 


you have uſurped,give you more wiſdome andlove. 


| SEP. 


change with them to the ut moſt farthing. 


I 


Section L. 


mc 


| ever the Apoſtles, which had not their calling from men, would not be ſilenced b 


- 


y find 
- | ng till 
God judge you: it you take not heed of theſe courſes, you will ſo run with the Hee- 
goats, that you will ſtand with the Goars on the lefrhand. That God, whoſe place 


And what(Tpray you Jis the valour which thebeſt hearted,and moſt zealousReformers amongit 
Jou have manifeſted, in driving ont the money-changers © doth it not appeare in1his, that they 
ſuſſer themſelves to be driven 9ntwith the two ſtringed whip of Ceremonies and ſubſcription, ly 
the money-changers,the Charcellors and Officials, which ſell ſiunes like Doves © and ly the chiefe | 
Prieſts, the Biſhops wich ſet them oz worke * ſo farreare the moſt zealous amonet zou from dri- 
B| 2ing out the monty-changers, as they themſelves are drizen out ly them, Lecauſe they will not 


He valour of our moſt zealous Reformers hath truly ſhewed it ſelfe in yeel- 
dance: Asin Duels: ſokere,he 1s the muſt yaliant that can ſo maſter himſelfe 
as not to ffght: you according to the common opinion of Swaggerers, blame 
the peaceable of cowardiſe,and accule them of ſuffering. Behold a new crime ; That 
they ſuffer themſelves tobe driven out: What ſhould rhey have done ? Should they 
have taken armes, and cry, The ſword of God, and Ge4eoz 2 You that will not allow a 
Prince to compell Subjects, will you allow Subjects ro compell Princes? God forbid; 
This were highTreaſon againſt GodsAnnointed:whatthen?Should they approve the 
Ceremonies þy ſubſcription,by practice? This you exclaimeupon, as high treaſon a- 
oainſtthe Higheſt : What yer more? Should they have preached with their mouthes 
ſtopt? Thisis it, which you have learned of your Founder, and through not many 
hands received,and required with no leffe violence: Clamour and tumultsis that you 
| defire ſtill : lerour finne bee peaceable obedience, yours fury and oppoſition. You r 
| head-ſtrong conceit is, thatir isa ſinne to be filenced : Men muſt preach evenwhen 
| they may not:all times before you, would have wondred at this Paradox : For how- 


men, yet we find that all their ſacceſſors held, that thoſe hands which were laid upon 
| their heads,might be laid upon their mouthes: look intoall Hiſtories: Thoſe Conſti- 
| tations(which though notApoſtolike,yer wereancient)in the ſeyenthCanon puniſh 
a Biſhop,or Presbyter, thatupon pretence of Religion ſeparates from his wife, with 
depoſition : and if any Presbyter ſhall ſhift his charge withour licence (7in» xa 
wan ery yer)and laſtly,inflifts the ſame penalty upon Fornication, Adultery,Perjury. 
The great Niceze Councell rakes theſame order with ſome mitjiked Biſhops, and 
Presbyrersin divers Canons:Gaudentivs inthe Councell of $9rgy,takes it for granted, 
thara Biſhop may by Biſhops be depoſed:fo the ſecond Councell ofCarthage, Can. 13. 
| othe fourth Councell of Carthaze,more than once impoſes degradation: fo Zeo the x. 
| threats to purſomeoffending perſons from the office of their Miniſtery:ſo(thatT may 
not be endleſſe)blefled Cyprian adviſes Rogaiiarms,a good old Biſhop, which was abu- 
| ſed by a malapert Deacon,by the authority of his Chaire to right himlelfe,and either 
todepoſe,or ſuſpendthe offender. Leontivs in Socrates, 1s deprived of his Prieſthood : 
| yea,what Councell or Father gives not both rules and inſtaricesof this practice ? See 
how farre the ancient Church was from theſe tumultuous fancies : No, no, (M.R.) 
we well find, it is doing that undoes the Church, nor ſuffering: If your fellowesconld 
have ſuffered more and done lefſe, the Church had beene happy : As for our Church- 
|} Officers, you mayraile upon them with alawleſſeſafety:there is agreatDitch berwixt | 
you and them : elſe you might pay deare for this finne of flandering ther with their 
| cheap peny-worths:How idly doe you inſult over thoſe, whom your mony-=changers 
have driveniout of their Pulpits:When you confeſſe (after all your valour) that they 
'have driven you both out of Church and Country: who can pitty a miſerable web 
| We L500 L90 | , | OP EP, 
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eAn Apologie againſt Brownifts, 


SP. 


For the Wafers in Geneva, aud diſorders is Corinth, they were corruptions which #0) and 
doe (or the like unto them) creepe into the pureſt Churches in the Worls © for the Reformation 
| whereof Chriſt hath given his payer unto his Church, that ſuch evils as are brought in by kumane 

frailty, may by dicine amhority be purged out. This power and preſence of Chriſt you want, 
holding all by homage (or rather by villenage) under the prelates, unto whoſe ſeuſull Jcke you 
oope i more than Babylonith bondage, bearing and approving by perſonali communion, in- 
mite aboniinations. And intheſe two laſt reſpeFs principally, your Babyloniſh confuſion of all 
orts of; peoplein the boly of your Churc hywithout ſeparation, and 2 ond Babyloniſh bondage under 
our ſpiritwall Lerds the prelates, we account you Babyion,and flie from you. 


| SeEcTIon LI. | 
| Power of Re- Y Ou that can grant there will be corruptions Inall other Churches, will 7 Wl 
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OT none in ours : If Exz/and ſhould have either unleavened Wafers, or drunken 
Church : and Love-feaſts (though no other blemiſhes) ſhe could not bur be Babylon : We 
_— Om envy not your favours: Theſe, or whatſoever like enormities, Chriſt hath given 
PT power unto his Church to retorme : but whatif the Church negle& ro uſeirt ? What 
27. againſt |ifthoſe evils, which are broughtin, by humane frailty, will notÞby divine authorit 

Gf-p27-& 38 [hepurged out? Now the error(by your doctrine) 1sgrowne fundamentall; ſo Chriſt 
| is loſt, and the foundation razed : ifwe ſhall then aſſume (againit our friends.to con- 
| |yince our enemies)The Church of Gezeva hath beene ſerioufly dealr with, in this 
| corruption, and diflwaded by yehemenr importunity, yet ſtill perſiſteth : How can 
you free them, andicharge us ? ſee how we love to be miſerable, with company. 
This power to purge out all corruptions, Chriſt hath nor given us: if he hath given 
it you; you mult firſt begin to purge out your ſelves : you have done it; but ſtill there 
Troubles and \remaine ſome : would God we had as much execution aspower : Our Churchſhovld 
ns. be as cleaneas yours is Schiſmaticall.Ifyou ſhould meaſure faculties by their exerciſe; 
fterdam Narurall reſt ſhould be the greateſt enemy to vertue : and the ſolitary Chriſtian 
ee lg _ ſhould be miſerable - This power of ours 1s not dead, butſleepeth : When it awaketh 
reoffenderitz | UNTO more frequent uſe, (which weearneſtly pray for) looke you for the firſt hand- 
Chrifto excludi- | ſe] of it: None can be more worthy : asit is, we offend not more indefed than you 
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Nice pihan, in excefſe : Ofwhom that your Lazarello of Amſterdam, 6.7. could ſay,that you have 
Cypr. Salusin |Excommunication as ready as a Prelate hath aPrifon : Chriſt is in many that feele 
opt lorey him not ; but we want not the power onely, but the preſence of Chriſt : How ſo? he 

2d AcefiumNo- | WaSWith us while you were here : Did he depart with you ? will the Separatiſts i= 
RT _ groffe our Saviour to themſelves,and(as Cyprian faid of Pxpianys)go to Heaven alone? 
tibif-xtem ce. | yea, confine the God of Heaven to Amſterdam? What infolence is this > we haye 
þ,& aJcelwn him inhis Word : we have him in his Sacraments : we have him inour hearts : we 
oo 7 Apa have him in our profeſlion ; yet this enemy dare ſay, we want him : Wherein ? I ſup- 

5 1% 5 h - | : 

; poſe in our cenſures : We have Peters keyes(as his true ſucceſſors both in office and 
| doctrine :) our fault 1s, that wee uſe them nor as you would : What Church doth ſo? 
b your firſt Martyr doth aszealouſly inveigh againſt rhe pra&tice of Geneva, and all 
| So. Off » 3 other Reformed Congregations 1n this point, as againſt us : both for thewoodden 
| their owe IDagger( as he termes1t)of ſuſpenſion,and for their Conſiſtoriall Excommunication. 
| have termed {Woe were toall the World,if Chriſt ſhould limit hispreſence only to your faſhions: 
_ —— Here youfound him, and here you left him : Would to God we did no more grieve 
Confeſl: by xe. | UM with our ſins, than you pleaſe himin yourpreſumptuous cenſures :' inthe reſt, | _ 
-— you raile againſt our Prelates and us: Can any man thinke thar Chriſt hath left peace- 
y 0007 able ſpirirs,to goe dwell with Railers? Indeed, yours is free-hold: ſo you would have 
oh. free from ſubjettion, free fromobedience : This is looſenefſe, more than liberty: | 

You have broken the bonds. and caſt the cords from you : bur you miſ-call our 
tenure: We hatevillenage no lefſe than you hate peace, and hold (in capite)of hm 
that is the head of his body, the Church : under whoſe eafie yoke weedoe willingly 
coloff.1.18, | ſtoone ina ſweet Chriſtian freedome ? abhorring and reproving, and therefore( not- 


withſtanding our perſonall Communion) avoiding all-abominations : In theſe my 
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reſpets therefore of oar coatfulion, aud bondage, we have well ſcene in this Dif 
courſe , howjultly your Sion accounts us Babylon : fince it 1sapparent for the one; 


chathere isnercherconfuſton,nor Babyloniſh,nor without ſeparation :Forthe other: 


no bondage, no ſervility : Our Prelates being our Fathers, not our Maſters : andif 
Lords for rheir externall dignity, yet not Lords of our Faith : and if both theſe your | 
reſpects were ſo, yet (o longas we doe inviolably hold the foundation, both directly, 
& by neceſſary ſequell;any Railer may terme us,but no Separariſt ſhall prove us Baby- 
lon: you may flie whither you liſt : would God yet further unlefſe you had more love. 


STEP. 


ww ww omg Soom ere En IIEs oC DOR ——_— 


Maſter H. having formerly expeſiulated withns our ſuppoſed impie:ie in forſuking acere- 
monious Babylon iu England, proceeds 7 the next place, to lay downe our madneſſe in chu- | 
{:ng 4 ſubſtantial Babylon 3» Amſterdam : and if it be ſo found by due triall as he jnggeſteth, 
it is hard to ſay, whether our impietie or madneſſe be the greater. Belike Maſter H. thinkes wee 
gather Churches here by towne-rowes, as they doein England, and that all within the Pariſh Pro- 
ceſ6ion are of the ſame Church.Whereforeelſe tels he us of ewes, Arrians,anl Anabaptiſts.with | 
wha we have nothing common but the Streels and Market place ? It is the condition of the | 
Charchto live in theWorld, andto have civill ſociety with the men of this IForld, 1 Cor. 5. x0. 
loh. 17.13. | 
But what is this tothe ſpirituall Communion of the $aints, in the fellor:ſhip of the Goſpell,' 
\ wheret# they are ſeparated and ſaxified from the World unto the Lorde loh.17. 16.1 Cor. 
1.2 Cor.6.17.18. 


Secrion LIT. 


parts, butadde more : whereas eyery motion hath a double terme, from whence 
A. and whither : both theſe could not bat fall into our diſcourſe. Having therefore 
formerly expoſtulated with you for your (f{ince you willſo terme it) impiette, in 
forſakinga ceremonious Babylon of your owne making in England ; I thought ir 
notunfir to compare your choyce with your refuſall ; England with Amſterdany, 
which itpleaſerh you to intitle a ſubſtantiall Babylon : impiety and madneſle are 


C Fans no better Analyſer than your ſelfe, ſave that you doe not onely reſolve my 


is, my charity and your uncharitableneſſe have cauſed us to miſtake each other. My 
charity thus : Hearing both at Middleburgh, and here, that certaine companies 
from the parts of Nottingham and Lincolne (which Harbinger had bzene newly in 


but emulating your freedome in too much hate of our Ceremonies,and roo much ac- 
cordance to ſome grounds of your hatred : I hoped you had beene one of their 
Guides ; both becauſe Lincolneſhire was your Country, and Maſter $-zhyour Ora- 
cle, andGenerall. Not daring therefore to charge you with perfe& Browniſmne, what 
could I thinke might bee a greater motive ro this your ſuppoſed change , than 


offence in thoſe forraine parts 2? This I urged, fearing to goe deeper than I mighr 
be ſure to warrant : Now comes my charitable Anſwerer, andimputes this eaſineiſe 
of my challenge to my 1gnorance : and therefore will needs per[wade- his Chriſtian 
ne wh that I knew nothing of the tirft ſeparation, becauſeI objeted to little to 
the ſecond. _ 


[E] Trwereſtrangeif I ſhonldthinke, yougather Churches there by Towne-rowes(as 


wee in England) who know that ſome one Priſon might hold all your refined Flock, 
you gathered here by Hedge-rowes; but there it 1s calter totell how you divide,than 
how you gather : let your Church bee an intire body, enjoying her owne fpirituall 
Communion, yet if it benot a corroſive to your heart toconverſe in the fame ſtreets 
and to be ranged in the ſame Towne-rowes with Jewes, Arrians, Anabapriſts, &c. 


of foule Sodomece That good man had nothing but civill ſociety with thoſe impure 


ticles of your owne choyce; let your guiltinefſe be your owne accuſer : The truth 


Zcland before mee) meant to retire themſelves ro Amſterdam, for their full liberty, | 
D] not for the full approbation of your Church ; not favouring your maine opinions, 


the view of our (fo oft proclaimed) wickednefſe, and the hope of leffe cauſe of 


you areno whit of kin to him, that vexed his righteous ſoule with the uncleanneſſes| 


Neigh- ' 


Amart parens | 
& Epiſcopus de- 
bet,non timers. | 


Hicr.ad Cheg- 
philum. | 
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| The view of 

| the ſinnes and 
diſorders of 

others,where- 
upon objected, 
and how far it | 

| thouldaittect 
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| lefly turne off this torment; His houſe was Gods Church ; wherein the 

taall Communion of the Saints : yet whiles the City was ſo uncleane, his heart was 

Separation 14 | Unquiet: We may(you grant)have civill foctety with 1l men , ſpirituall Commun. 
rom the wor : : BR: | | | | 

howrequired, | ON, only with Saints : Thoſe muſt bee accounted the world, theſe only the Church. 

tohn-17.16- | your owneallegations ſhall condemne you. They are not of the Worl{faith Chri{z\ 

aslam notof the World : Both Chriſt andthey were parts of the Jewiſh Church* 

| The Jewiſh Church was not ſo ſantihed, but the moſt were extremely uncleane - 

therefore we may be partsof a Viſible unſandihed Church,and 5 et be ſeparate from 


y hatl the (p1)-| 
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1 C0712, the World.Saint Pay} writes to his Corinthians, ſanctifiedin Chriſt, Saints by calling: | 

1 C0733: True: but not long after, he can ſay, Yeare yet carnall. In his ſecond Fpiſtle: Cone | | 

out (faith he) from among them : But from whom? From Infidelsby profeſſion, nor| 

| corrupted Chriſtians. pl 
SBP. | 


Wee indeed have much wickedneſſe 3# the City where wee live 5 you in the Clarch. Byt is 
earmeit doe you imagine we account the Kingdome of England Babylon, or the City of Amſter- 
dam Sion ? 7t zs the Church of England,or State Eccleſraſticall whichwe acconzt Babylon, 
and from which weewithdraw in ſpirituall Communion : but for the Common Wealth aud King- 
dome as we honour it above all the States in the world, ſorwould we thankfully embrace the inea- 
: u23t corner init,at the extremeit conditions of any people in the Kingdome. The helliſh impitie, 

78 the Citie of Amſterdam, doe no more prejudice our heavenly Communtion'is the Church's | 
Chriſt than the Frogs,Lice, Moraine,and other plagues over-ſpreading Egypt did the Iftaclites. | 
when Goſhen the portion of th:ir inheritance was ſree, Fx09.8. 19. nor than the Deluge. where- 
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eraraite in | Ot waſh her hands of tolerated diſorders in the Common-wealth : hence is my com- 


the French & | Parſon of the Church(if you could haye ſeene it , not the Kingdome \ of England, 
4 Dutch Chur- 


—- 


i . . . . 6 4 C 
| \ | with the rhole world was covered did Noah, when he and bis Family were ſafe inthe Arke, Ge- Þ | 
1H | nel. 7. or than Satans throne did the Church of Pergamus being effabliſhed7z the ſame City | 
il withit, Revel. 2.1 2.13. 
X08 | SECTION LIIL | 

[| HAM Nic newradll He Church andState,ifthey be rwo,yet they are twins ; and chat ſo,as cithers 

| \ 12 BARR | Cnc ie che ev1ll proves mutuall: the fins of the City not reformed, blemith the Church: 

VR OURS | prear errous where-the Church hath power and in a fort comprehends the State, ſhe can- 

vat Ws found by the 

; 


| with that of Amſterdam: Idoubt nor, bur you could be content to fing theold ſong 
CET of u3, Bona 1erra, mala gens : Our Land you could like well, if you might be Lords 
alone. Thanks bee to Godit likesnor you, and juſtly thinks the meaneſt cornertoo|D 
| good for ſo murinous ageneration : when itis weary of Peace, it will rccall you : you 
that neither in Priſon, nor on the Seas, nor in the Coaſts of Virginia, nor in your 
way,nor in Netherland could live in Peace. What ſhal we hope of your eaſeat home? 
Where yeare, all you thankfull Tenants cannot in a powerful] Chriſtian ſtate move | 
God to diſtinguiſh betwixt the known ſins of the City,and the Church:How oft hath 
our Gracious Soveraigne,and how importunately,been ſolltcited for a Toleration of 
Religions? Tt 1spity that the Papiſts hired not your Advocation : whoin this point 
Callenag Offc-| are thoſe true Caſſanders, which Reverend Catviz long ſince confuted : Their wiſhes | 
herein are yours: To our thame and theirexcuſe : his Chriſtian heartheld that tole-| | 
| ration unchriſtian and intolerable, which you cirher neglect or magnihie : Good Cor- 
ls _ ftautine winkt at 1tin his beginning; but as D2vidat the houle of Zervigh : Succeeding n 
Conſt. times tound theſe Canaanites tobe pricksand thornes, and therefore both by Mulds 
| and baniſhments ſoughreither their yeeldance or ayoydance. If your Maziltrates ha-| 
ving once given their names tothe Church, endeayour not to purge this Augean 
Stable; how can you preferre their Communion to ours? 

But howſoever now, leſt we ſhould thinke your Land-lords have too juſt cauſe to 
packe youaway tor Wranglers, you turne over all the blame from the Church tothe 
City ; yet your Paſtor and Church have {fo found the City in the Church and bran- 

ded it with fo blacke markes, as that all your {mooth exrenuations cannot make It 
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|  eAn Apologie avainſt Browniſt. | 


lefſe Babylon than the Church of England :Beholdnow, 


by your owne Confeflions, 
either Amſterdam ſhall bee, or England ſhall not bee Babylon : Theſe even Ne : 


you. have found and proclaimed in thoſe Dutchand French Churches, 
_ Firſt, Thatthe Aﬀembliesare fo contrived , that the whole Church comes nor to- br 
gether.1n one:S0 thatthe Miniſters cannot together with the Flocke ſanQifie the Lords : " 
day;the preſence of the members of the Church cannot be knowne,and finally,no pub- French and 
like ation, whether Excommunication, orany other, canrightly bee performed.Could Cry 1 
you ſay worſe of us? Where neither Sabbath can bee rightly ſandified, nor preſence or _- | 
abſence krowne,nor any holy action rightly performed, what can there bee but meere 
| [confuſton? 

Secoridly , That they baptize the ſeed of them whoare no members ofany Vi- 
fible Church ; of whom moreover they have nor care as of members, neither admir 
B|their Parents to the Lords Supper : Meere Babyloniſme, and finne in conſtitutiop, yea 
rhe oe on _— us _ +a : for what ſeparation can there bee in ſich FH 
rance 2? what other-but a {infull commixcure ? How is the Ch 2 

| gathered from the World? 0 AR INY 

Thirdly , "Thatin the publike worſhip of God they have deviſed and uſed another 
forme of Prayer , beſides that which Chriſt our Lord hath preſcribed, Matth. 6 
reading out ofa Booke certaine Prayers invented and impoſed by man. Behold here 
our fellow-Idolaters : and (as followes ) a dayly Sacrifice of a ſet Seryice-Booke 
whichin ſtead of the ſweet Incenſe of ſpirituall Praiers is offered to God;very Swines- Barr againſt 


-—x new Portuiſe,and an equall participation with as of the Curſe of addition to rhe | 6f. 
ord. | 


Fourthly, Thatrule and commandement of Chriſt , Matth. 18. 15. they neither 
1C| obſerve, nor ſufferrightly to bee obſerved among them. How oft have you ſaid that 
| |therecanbee noſound Church withour this courſe, becauſeno ſeparation? Behold the 
maine blemiſh of England in the face of Amſterdam ! 
Fifthly, Thatthey worſhip God in the Idol Temples of Antichriſt: ſo the Wine | 
| | is marr'd with the Veſſell; their ſervice, abomination with ours : neither doe theſe An- 
tichriſtian ſtones want allgloriousornaments of the Romiſh Harlot yet more. 
Sixtly , Thattheir Miniſters have their ſer maintenance in another manner than 
| | Chriſt hath ordained, 1 Chro#. 14. and that alſo ſuch, asby which any Miniſterie ar all 
whether Popiſh or other, might bee maintained : Either Tythes, oras ill : Behold,one 
of the maine Arguments whereby our Miniſtery is condemned as falſe and Antichri- 
| ſtian, falling heavy upon our Neighbours. 
Seventhly , That their Elders change yeerely, and doe not eontinue in their 
Office,according to the DoQrine ofthe Apoſtles andpradtice of the Primitive Church: | 
DI What can our Church have worſe than falſe Governours? Both annuall and perpetuall 
' [they cannotbe : Whar1s( ifnot this ) a wrong in Conſtitution ? 
i | Eightly, That they celebrate mariage in the Church, as if itwere a part of the 
aaa Adminiftration:a fouleſhame and finne : and whatberter than our third 
acrament? | 


Ninthly, That they uſea new cenſure of ſuſpenfion which Chriſt hat in- 
ted :no [ef than Engliſh preſumption. F WO 
Tenthly, That they obſerve daies and times, conſecrating certaine daies in the | | 
yeere to the Nativitie, Reſurre&ion , Aſcenſion of Chriſt : Behold their Callender as | | 
truly ©p4ng ; Two Commandements ſolemnly broken at once; and wee not Idola- 
| tersalone. 
| Eleyenthly , which is laſt and worſt, that they receive unrepentant Excommur- | 
E|nicatestobee embers of their Church , which by this meanes becomes one bodie 
with ſuchas beedeliveredunto Sathan; therefore none of Chriſts bodie : England can | 
bec but a miſcellne rabble of prophane men, The Dutch and French Churchesare 
|belike no beter : who can bee worſe thanan unrepentant Excommunicate? Goe now, 
andſay, Itisthe Apoſtaſie of Antichriſt to have communion with the World, inthe 
nol thingsof God, whichare the peculiars ofthe Church, andcannot withour Sacri- 
(ge bee fo proſtituted and prophaned; Goe fay thar the plaguy-ſpiriruall-leprofie 
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ns - | the Church, but obſtinacie * hereis no evalion. Forbeho!d, you Coeromoreacouſe! 
bk: "thoſe Churches.of corruption , than of wilfulneſle : for divers times have you dealt! 
p with chem abcut theſe fearcfull enormiries : yea you haveoften defired, thatknoy- 
| Tedge thereof might bee by themſelves givento the whole bodic of their Church , Or 
| that(at leaſtthey would take order it might bee done by you: They have refuſed both. 
| What remaines, but they bee our fellow Heathens and publicans ? And nor they 
| | alone, butall Reformed Churches beſide m Chriſtendome, which doe joyntly partake 
| jnall the&{(exceptoneor two perſonall)abominations : will you neyer leave , till you 
[have wrangledyour ſelves out of the world? WE 8 
=. But now I feare Thave drawne you to fay,that the helliſh impicties both in the Citie 
and Church of Amſterdam.are but Frogs, Lice, Flies, Murraine , and other #gyptian 
plagues , not prejudicing your Goſhen : Say ſo if you dare, Tfeare they would ſoone 
| make the Ocean your Red Sea, and Virginia your Wildernefle. | 
| The Church is Noghs Arke, which gave fafty to her Gueſts , whereof yee are part; 
but remember that it had uncleane beaſts alſo, and ſome fayage : If the waves drowne 
| you not, yet (mee thinkes) you ſhould complaine of noiſome ſocietie. Sathansthrone 
could not prejudice rhe Church of Pergamus: but did not theBalaamites (the Nicolai- 


i RC IE NEET——_—— FO 
(#48 | 578 eAn'Apologie againſt browniſts bh” | 
WARE: | of finne riſing,up:intbe forcheads of many in that Church, urſt LEUP,LnCovered, (Fea) A 
fl | ; wilfully ler looſe. )ipfects all-both perſons and things ancrgft them : Coe row ang | 
PRE | | lie out of this Babylon alſo, as the He-Coars before the fiocke , orreturne to ours: 

#1 2h j mY > BP ; yi TX 9 
lt 13 | | But how-eyer theſe errotsbe erofſe, perhaps they are tractable ; Not the ſinneundoes 
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Wt | tans?)Yet theirhcavenly Communion ſtood, &the Angellis ſent away with but threats, 
Me 4a 1.4 1: } _ 5 . 
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i \{0H | OLP. | 

| bi It is thewill of God and of Chriſt , tl at hisChurchſhould abide inthe world , cd converſe with 


it in the affaires tlereof', which are commoz to both : But it is the Apoſtaſre of Antichriſt to have 
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Dubs mas | Tagged garinent , and unwaſhen hands, ſhall I forbeare Gods heavenly dainties ? The 
20n te maculat 


"i [ , 
$1149 Up Communtonwithihe World in the holy things of God, which are the peculiars ofthe Churct.and can- F 
| Ll ' zot without great ſacrilege bee ſoproſtituied and prophaned. 0 
6110s v2 | Hs | 
| hi - = SECTION-ALYVL 
| in | | Converſation S it were madneſle to deny that che Church ſhould converſe withthe World 
F 8. Ht __ 1n the atfaires tnereot : So todeny her Communion in Gods Holythings, with 
WE the 0 any of thoſe ofthe, World , which profefſe Chriſtianity (as yet uncenſured) 
q | be ; 5 a pointof Anabaptiſticall Apoſtafic : ſuch ofthe World are {till ofthe Church. As my 
j iſ | : cenſure cannot eject them, ſotheir ſinne afcer-my private endevour of redrefſe ) can-; 
il Uh | not defile me : I ſpeake of private Communicants : If any unbidden Gueſt come with a 
if 0 
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«ulat | Maſter ofthe Feaſtcan ſay,Friezd, how cameſt thous hither 2 not, Friends, why came you[D 
mals, videlicet! hither with ſuch a gueſt > God bids me come : Hee hath impoſedrhisncceſlity,neveral- 
ft non conſents, [ d hj f: - M : h 6: F h . 
& ſiredarguir, | JOWed this excule : My tecth ſhall not bee ſet on edge with the fowre Grapes of others: 
423.4.4.4malis) If che Church caſt notour the knowne unworthy, the ſinne js hers : If a man will come 
unworthy , the fin 1shis: Butif I come not, becauſe hee comes, the finne ismine:1 


ſhall not anſwer for thatothers ſinne : I ſhall anſwer for mine owne neglect : Another 
mans fault cannot diſpenſe with my duty. i 
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The aire of the Goſpell whichyou draw 31, is nothiny ſo fr.e and cleare as you make ſhew : it i808 "1 
| | Fecanſeyon are uſed 10 it, that makes you ſo judge. The thicke ſmeake of your canons, eſpecially of j# þ 

% are planted 9gaiuſt the Kingdome of Chriſt the viſible Church, and the adminiftration oft do F 
both obſcure an poiſon ihe aire , whichyouall draw in , and wherein you breath. Tle plagty- ſpiri-|F 
| all teproſee of ſi: riſing up inthe foreheads of ſo many thouſands in theCharch, unſhat up, #10 
| red, infets all,bojh perſons and things amongit you, Lev.1 3.45.46. 47. 2 Cor.6.17.Thelaſt- | 
ing Hierarchie ſuffers no good thing to grow,or proſper,but withers all,both bud & branch.Thedat- | 
ly ſacrifice of the ſervice-booke which in ſtead of ſpiritual Prayer. ſweet as incexſe.you offer uÞ Mor- 


Ht 2g ang Evening, ſ els ſoftrong ofthe Popes Portniſe, as it makes many hundreds amen or your | | 
| ſelvesſtop their noſes at it and yet you boaſt of the free & cleere aire of the Goſpel, wherei» you breath. 
er Ls 250 - ooh 
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eAn Apologie againſt Broyniſts. 
A | ” 
SECTION LV. 


579 


Sthere isno Element which is notthrough many niixtures departed from the |The impure | 
firſt ſimplicity : Sono Church ever breathed in ſopure an aire,as that it might vis ra of the 
not juſtly complaine of ſome thicke and unwholſome eyaporations of errour | tas Hy | 
and fin. If you challengean immunirie, you are herein the true broodof the ancient | © 
| |Paritanes : But if too many ſinnesin practice have thicknedthe aire ofour Church, 
| | yet notone Hereſſe : that ſmoke ofthe bottomleſſe pic hath never corrupted ir : and 
| |rhereforejuſtly may I averre, that here yoa might draw in the clear aire of the Gol- | 
pell : No where upon earth more freely. Andifthis be bur the opinion of cuſtome, | 
| |yon whom abſence hath helped with a more nice anddainty ſent, ſpeak your worſt : 
B |Shew usour Herefies,and ſhame us : you have done it,and behold four maine infe&i- | Cans. | 
| |onsof our Engliſh aire : The firſt, the ſmoke of our Canons : Witrily : I feare, the | 
| great Ordinances of the Church haye troubled you more with the blow, than the 
ſmoke : For you tell us of their Plantation againſt the Kingdome of Chriſt : What 
| |Kingdome? The viſible Church : Whichis that? Notthe reformedit peece of ours, | 
whoſe beſt arebut Goats andSwine : Not the cloſe Nicodemians of your owne Sect 
amongſt us, which would beloth tobe viſible : Not forrainers; ro themrhey extend 
| [not : Nonetherefore in all the world, bur the Engliſh Parlour full ac Amſterdam : 
Can there beany truer Doxatiſme ? Cry you ſtill out of their poyſoning the aire : 
We hold it the beſt cleanſed by the batteries of your idle fancies, by ridding you from 
our aire,and by making this your Church inviſible tous; ſmart you thus rill we com- 
| | plaine. | | 
C T Theſecond is the plague or leprofie of finunſhut up anduncoy ezed : Wee know nine uncert- 
that (in 13 as il] as the Devill can make it ; a moſt loathſome rhing inthe ezes of God, : 
| | and his Angels,and Saints : and wegrant to our griefe, tharamong ſomany millions 
| | of men, there may bee found ſome thouſands of Lepers : good Lawes andcenſares 
meet with ſome,others eſcape : It 1snot ſo much ous faultas our griefe. Bur thar this 
Leproſic infe&sall perſons, an4 things, 1s ſhamefully over-reacht: Plague and Lepro- 
| | fie havetheirlinnts, beyond which, 1sno contagion : If a man come not neer them, 
ifhe take the wind in an open ayre, they infect not : ſuch is fin : It can infett none | cert? mltiny 
bur the guilty : Thoſe which af or aſſent to, or beare with ir, ordeteſt ir nor, are _ Paculat 
in thispollution : But thoſe which can mourne for ic, and cannot redrefle it, are free dog, Evil. 
from infeftion : How many foule Lepers ſpiritually did our Saviour ſee in rhe publike | | 
ayre ofthe Jewiſh Church ? wherewith yet he joyned, and his, not fearing infeftion 
fo much, as gracing the remnants of their ruinous Church : Were thoſe ſeyen thou: | 1. Reg19.48, 
D| ſand Iſraelites, whoſe knees bowed not to Baal, infected with the Idolatrie of their 
Neighbours ? yet continued they ſtill parts of the ſame Church. | 
Bur this yet exceeds : Not onely all perſons, but all things ; What? Our Goſpell? | zHierarchte: 
| | Our Heaven, Earth, Sea > Our Bookes, Coyne, Commodiries ? Behold, you ſee the | 
ſame Heaven wirh us, you fiave no Bibles butours : our ayre in his circular motion | 
| [comes tobee yours : che water thatwaſheth ourTIland, perhaps waſheth your hands. 
Our uncleane Silver (I feare) maintains you : Out commodities (in part)inrich your | 
| [Land-Lords : and yer all thitigs amongſt us infefted? you are content to take ſome 
| [evill from your Neighbours. nas 5 ; 
The third isourblaſting Hieratchie, which {uffersno good rhing (rhat is,no Brow. | 
ziſt, no ſingular fan-ie, for what good things have we bur yours ? )rogrow, orpro- 
ſper amonglt us, bur withers all, both bud and branch, would to Cod the roote allo. 
The laſt,is adaily Sacrifice of a Service-book : ani Incenſe, how ever unſavory to you, | 4.Service- 
'F| yer ſach as all Churches in Chriſtendome hold ſweet, and offernpas fit for the noſtrils | 22%: 
| | ofthe Almighty ; we are nor alone thus tainted ; all Chriſtian Churches thar are, or 
| |have been, preſent the ſame Cenſatesunto God. Bur ours ſmels ſtrong of the Popes | 
Portiniſe:See whether this be any better thantriviall cavilling : It either an ill man,or | | | 
| 
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aDzvill ſhall ſpeak thar which is good ; may not agood man uſe it? Ifagoo1 Angell, 
or man ſhall ſpeak that which is evill, is it eyet the better for the Deliverer ? If Satan | 
| 260-3 _himſelfe] 
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eAn Apolagie a gainſt Browniſts. 


folum ante Cy- 


dinem tenut- 
runt,ut quic- 
quid FrUIAuM 
atque (egitomum 
in aliqua hereſs 
ve. ſchiſmate m- 
tegrum Yvepers- 
rent, approbent 
potins quam ne- 
garcnt. Auguſt. | 


| 


| 


The judgment , 
of our owne 

and our neigh- 
bours of our 
Church. 
Socrat.lib.1.0.4- 
Conſtant. Alex. 
@ Ari. Ac ta- 
met 37095 ater 
0s vicigim de 
re quapign Mi- 
num moment 
diſſentit «(ſiqui- 
dem neque om- 
nes de omnibus 
rebus 1dem ſcn. 
tt. us) nthilom- 
aus tamen fert 
poterit ut ext- 
ra concordia 
ſincere inter vos, 
mntegreque (er- 
velur, una 
Inter omnes com. 
munio © con[(0- 
ciatia cuſiodia- 
IM. 


' atresnoftrinen | himſelfe ſhall ſay of Chriſt; Thou art theSon ot the living God,ihallI feare torepear 
it 2 Not the Author, but the matter n theſe things 15 worthy of regard : AS lerome 
gipinum,ſed | ſpeakes of the poyſoned Workesof Origen, and other dangerous Treatiſors, Good 
poſtea ſaluberri-| r;no5 may bereceived fromill hands. If che matter otany Prayer be Popiſh, fault 
en ene. ©| ir for whatit containes, not for whence it came : what ſay you againſt us in this,more 
than Maſter Smich(your ſtout AnababriſtYfaith of our baprizing of Infants > Both of | 
them equally condemned for Antichriſtian. Still, therefore we boaſt of the free,and 
cleere ayre of rhe Goſpell: if it be annoyed with ſome practicall eyils, we may bee 


where you are worſt knowne. Tour next neighbours of Scotland know your Biſhops govern- 


. 


| from which you ſeparate notwithſtanding, we have, by Gods mercie, the pure andright aſeof 
the good yifts and graces of God, in Chriſts Ordinance, which you want. Neither the Lords |C 


| petition (the common voice ofthat part) Iam deceived,if ought of their complaints 


foule, the Goſpell is it ſelfe, andour profeſſion holy, neither can we complaine of all 
evills while we want you. 


SEP. 


That all Chriſteadome ſhould ſo magnifie your happineſſe (as 30 ſay ts much, and yet your n 
ſelves, and the beſt amongFt you, complaine ſo much both in word, anawriting, of your miſe. 
rable condition, under the imperions and ſuperſtitious1mpoſutions of the Prelates, yea, and ſuf. 
fer ſo much alſo under them, as at this da you do, for ſeeking the ſame Courch government agd 


Miniſterie which ts in uſe in all other Churches ſave your owne.The truth 4s,z0u are beſi liked 


ment ſo well, as they rather chuſe to undergoe all the miſeries of bonds and baniſhment, thay 
0 partake with you in your happineſſe thu way, ſo highty doe they magnifie and applaud the 
ſame, Which choice 1 doubt not other Churches alſo would make, if the ſame necefitie were 
laid upon them. And for your graces, we deſpiſe them not, nor ay good thing among# you, 
no more than you doe ſuch graces and good things as are tobe found in the Church of Rome, 


people, nor the boly Veſſels, could make Babylon, Ston, though both rhe one and the othey were 
captivedfor 4 time, 


SECTION LVI. 


Hat which followeth is but words.a ſhort anſwer istoo much : That all Chri- 
ſtendome magnifies the worthinefle of our Church, in ſocleare eyidencesof 
their owne voices, youcannot deny, and now when.you ſee ſuch teſtimonies 
abroad(leſt you ſhould ſay nothing you ferch cavills from home : Thoſe men which 
(you ſay) complaine ſo much of their miſerable condition under the Prelatesimpo- 
1tions, have notwithſtanding with the ſame pens and tongues not only juſtifiedour 
Church, but extold it : you have found no ſharper adverſaries in this very accuſation, 
for which you maliciouſly cite them : How freely, how fully have they evinced the 
truch ? yea, the happineſſe of the Church of England againſt your falſe challenges: 
and yet your forehead dare challenge them for Authors. So hath their moderation 
oppoſed ſome appendances, that they have both acknowledged and defended the 
ſubſtance with equall vehemencie to your oppoſition : neither do they ſuffer (as you 
rraduce them)for ſecking another Church goverment : looke into the Millinaries 


ſound that way, much lefle of their ſufferings : deformity in pradtice is objected to 
chem,notindeavour of innovation; That quarrell hath been long ſilent, your motion 
cannot reviveit: would God you coula as much follow thoſe men in moderate al 
charitable carriage, as you have out-run them in complaint. 

| Irpleaſethyou todeviſe us, like pictures upon courſe canvaſſe, which ſhew faireſt 
at fartheft ; attributing forraine approbation (which you cannot deny) ro diſtance, 
morethan todeſert. How is ir then, that (beſide ſtrange witneſſes) we which looke 
upon this face withour prejudice,commend it, (God knowes) withour flatterie ? We 
can at once acknowledge her infirmities, and blefſe God for her graces : Our nezgh- 


ER 


| bours, (yea, our ſelyes) of Scotland, know our Church fo well, that they do with one 


conſent 
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| conſent praiſe her tor one of Gods beſt daughters ; neither doe the moſt rigorous 
among(t them, more diilike our Epiſcopall Government, than imbraceour Church : 
whar fraud is this; to flye from the Churchin common,toone circumſtance ? we can 
honour that noble Church in Scot/avd , may wee not dillike cheir alenations of | 
Church-livings ? If one thing offend, doe altdiſplcaſe 2. Yet even this Governimentr, | 
which you would have themreſiſt ro bondsand baniſhment{who knowes not ?) be- 
gins to find both fayour and place : what choice other Churches would make, as you 
doubt not, ſo you care not. ff you regard their ſentence, how durſt you revile her as 
a falſe Hariot,whom they honour as a deare Siſter? If you w.re more theirs than we, | 
you might upbraid us : Now you tell us what perhaps they would doe; wetell you 
whar they doe, and will doe : Even with one voyce; blefic Goa for England, as the | 
moſt famous and flouriſhing Church in Chriſtendome : your handfull onely makes 
p | faces, and cnvies this true glory. Who yet (you lay) defpiie not curgraces, no more 
| [chan wethoſeof Rowe : Sce how you deſpiſe us while vor ſay, you are free from de- 
WM ſpite: How malicious is this compariſon? asif we were to you, 25 Kome tous: and yet 
| you deſpite us more: Wee grant Rowea true Baprifme, true Viſibility ofa Church, 


”_—— 
Cr}T"'n—— 


M. Smiths re» 


- |though monſtrouſ]y corrupted : you give us not ſo mucin; Thanks be ro God, we care }rtorrupon M. 
lefle for your cenſure, than you doe for our Church : Wce have by Gods mercy the Clifton, p 50+ 

| |trueandrightuſe of the Word and Sacraments, and all other effentiall gifts and gra- | 

| {ces of God ; if there might be ſome further helpes in execution, re make theſe more 


| [effectuall, we reſiſt not : But thoſe your other 1maginary ordinances,as we have not, 
| [ſowewantnot : Neither the Caldears, nor any Idolatrous enemies could make $702 | 
| | Babylon, nor the holy veſſels prophane ; ſo as they thould ceale ro be fit for Gods ule : 

| |but they were brought backeat the rerurne of the captiviry, to Teruſalem : Such were 
c\ourWorſhip, Miniſtery,Sacraments,and thoſe maritold ſubjects of your cavils, which 


[whilſt youdiſgracefor their former abufe; you call our good evill, and willingly de- 
| |ſpiſe our graces. ; | | 


Ip P. 


Where the truths a gainer, the Lord (which is truth) caunet be a loſer. Neither is the thankes 
of ancient favours loſt amongs$t them gvhich ſtill preſſe on towards new mercies : Vthankfyull are | 
| |they anto the.bleſſed Majefyaf God, and unfaiti\ſull alfo, which kyowing the will of their Maſter 
doit not,but gue on preſumptuonſlyiz diſobedience to many the ordinances of the Lord ard of his 7 
Chriſt ,wbichthey kyow and in word alſo ackgowledge,he hath given to his Church to teobſerged, 
and not for idle ſpeculation, and diſputation without obedience. | | 

| 1t as not byour ſequeſtration, but by our confuſion, that Rome and Hell gaines. Tour odions |. 
[| commixture of all ſorts of people 3nibe body of your Church, in whoſe lap thevileſt miſcreatts 
laredandled, ſucking her breſts as her naturall children, aud are be-bleſt by her” (as having right 
therennt o) with all ber hohy things as Prayer, Sacraments, an other Ceremomies, is that which | 
atvantageth hell, is the finallobduration and perdition of the wicked, whom bytheſe meanes you | 
flatter and deceive. | | 
| The Romiſh Prelacie aud Prieſthood amongſt you, with the appurtenances for their mainte- | 
| 2arce and miniſtrations,are ROmes advantage Which therefore ſhe challetgeth as her owne and 
Eywhich ſhe alſo ſtill holds poſſeſgon amoneſt you under the hope of regaining ker full inheritance | 
at oe timeor other. And if the Papiſts take advantage at our condemnation of you, and ſeparativi: | | 
from you -it concernes you, well to ſee where the blgee is,and there to lay it + teſt through light and' 
inconfederate judgement. you juſtifie the wirked, and condemue the righteous. LD 


Szxcrion LVIT. 
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learne than reply : Where the truth gaines (Gay you) God loſerh nor : Tre[L| $99”: 


or fave by fach unkind quarrels? : 

for (as Optains of his Donariſts) betwixt our Zicet, and your Nev Hicet, many poore 

loules wayer and dotibt : nerher will ſettle, becauſe wee agree not .: Thanks are not | cour.Parm, 
' Ddd-?2 SL loſt, \. 
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LL theſequell of my Anſwerer is mecrely ſententious : ir 15 fitter forus to | Theiſlue of 


you agame,. wherc God loſerh, the truth gal neth not, and where rhe Church | Inter let ve- 


; woe = > ; x b 1,09 101: [tr 
lofeth,Cod (which indowed 7 ey bur loſe : Alas, what canthe truth eicher ger orb By | 
urely ſuſpition on ſome hands,on orhers rejection: | cent at remiganr 
| | | | aimne Chritta- 
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'Non enim jrop- 
ter malos bord 
| deſerendi, ſed 


mal tolerands 
ſunt, ec. Sicut 
go [cr aver unt 
| Prophete,& 6. 
| Aug Ep 48. 
Barr. againſt 


Gf. 


| The Brownifts 


{ nion of our 


opter boxos 


| 


fcornfull opi- 


people, 


loſt, where new favcurs arecalled for, but where old are denied. While your Pocke 
| 5s : Such as the mother, ſuch istte daughter 3 where are Our old, CUr any mercies? 
They are unthankfull, which krow what Gcd hath ccne, ard confeſſe it ror: The 

areuutbankfull to God and his Depury, which krowingthcmſelves mede to obey, 


! ſhould not: and as you pretend cur confuſicn for tEe cauſe of your Separation; Fois 


| through corruption of unfaithfull Officers,cſcape cenſure; yet Jer nor the tranſpreſ- 


| forſake us, while oo is with us:But who compels you not to 6all us brethren ? to | 
deny us Chriſtians 2 Your zeale is ſo farre from juſtifying the wicked, that it cone | 


An Apologie apanſiBronnſſls, 


” ore oe ue 4, + 


efume to oyer-rule, andupon their private auttority,obtri:de tothe Church thoſe 
ordinances to be obſerved,which never had beirg but intheir owne idle ſpeculation, 
Your Sequeſtration and our confuſion, areborh of them bereficiall, where they 


'our Separation the true cauſe of too much trouble, and confuſion inthe Chyrch : 
our odicus tale of cermixture hath cloyed ard ſurfeted your Reader alread y, and 
received anſwer to ſatiety : this cne diſh fooft brevghtiorth, argues your poverty: 
The viſible Church is Cods Drag-ner,and Field,ard Fjcore,ard Arke ; here willbe 


her negle> : the notoriouſly evill ſhe caſts from her breſt, ard knee, denying them 
the uſe of her Prayers, and (which your Leaders miſjike) of er Sacrament. If diyers 


fions of ſome, redound to the condemnatrwnofthe wEole Church. In Gods judge. 
ment it ſhall not ; we care little,if in yours. We tell wicked men they may goeto hell 
with the water of Baptiſme intheir faces, with the CEurch in their mouthes, we de- 
nounce Godsjudgements unparrially againſt their hnnes,and them: Thus weflatrer, 
thus we deceive. If yet they will needs run to perdition ; Ferditio ina ex 1eTſrael. 
Our Clergy is ſo Remiſhasour Bapriſme: If therefore R.cmiſh becauſe they came 
thence, we have diſproved it ; Iftherefore Romiſh, becauſe they have beene uſed 
there, wee grant andjuſtifie it 3 That ancient confeſſion of their faith which was fa- 
mous through the world, we receive with them:If they hold one God,one Bapriſine, 
one Heaven,one Chrift, ſhall we renounce 1t ? Why ſhould we not caſt off our Chri- 
ſterdome and humanity:becauſe the Romans had both?! How muchRomecancither 
challenge, or hope to gaine incur Clergy and Miniſtrarion, is well witnefſedby the 
bloud of thoſe Martyrs, eminent in the Prelacy,whichin the freſh memories ofmany 
was ſhedfor Ged,againſt that Harlot:and by the excellent Jabours ofothers,bothBi- 


Rome,thanall the corner-creeping Browmiſts in the world ſhall ever be able rodoe, 
while Amſterdam ſtandeth. Iris youthat furniſh theſe adyerfaries with advantages, 


the leaſt finger breakes them, while the whole bundle fearcs r,oſtrefſe: we know well 
where the blamejs, our deſeryingscan bee noproteftion to you : you went from us, 
not we from you. Plead notour conſtraint, you ſhould not haye beene compelledto 


{ demnes the righteous. 


0 


Sg P. {EL 0 


ad 


Jhall be furt her diſcovered. . 
|  Sxcrion LVIII. 


> | 


ever at her beſt, Sedge, T ares, Chaffe, uncleane Creatuncs : yer is this no pretence for 


ſhops and DoQtors : whole learned pens have pulled downe more of the wals of 


through your wilfull diviſions : Take $cilnrns his arrowee, ſingle out of the ſheafe, | 


And for the ſuſpition ofthe rude multitude, you need not mn hſeareit They will ſuſpe® nothing 
that comes wnder the Kings broad ſeale : they are ignorant of this fi ult. Theughit werethe maſſe 
| that care withamtbority of the magiſtrate, they( forthe moſt i Faary be without ſuſpitionof 
# < ſoignorant and projanc are they in the moſt places, 1 Sam. 10. 10. 1t is the wiſe-hearted 
amongit youthat loſes Jour dealings,whowill alſo ſuſpe# zouget wore,as yeur unſound Jealing 


=Þ Þcaſts,nor men;orif men, not rude but favage ! This contempt needednot:| | 
Theſe ſonnes of the earth may goe before you to Keaven : Indeedit was off } 

old laid, thatall Fgyprians were Phyfſitians : So may itnow of you ; All Brownilts 
[ are Divines,no Separatift cannot propheſie : No ſooner can they look at the skirts of 


|! Je. ſcornfully doe you turne over our poore rude multitude,as if they were 
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this hill, butthey are rapr from the ordinary pitch of men: Either this change is per | 
| | we 


— 


\ 


eAn Apolopte againſt Browniſts. 


haps by ſome ſtrange illumination, or elſe your learned paucity got their $kill 
amongſt our profane and rude multitude : we have ſtill many in our rude multitude, 
whom we dare compare with yourTeachers:neitheris there any ſolewdandprofane, 
chat cannot prerend a ſcandall from your ſeparation : Even theſe ſoules muſt bee re- 
garded(tho not by you.)Such were ſome of you, bur ye are wa{hed,&c. 

The wiſe-hearted amongſt usdoe more than ſuſpe&;, find out our weakneſſes, and 


bewaile them; yet doethey not more diſcover our imperfe&tions than acknowledge | 


our truth:If they betruly wiſe,we cannot ſuſpe&t them, they cannot forfake us: Their 
chariry will cover more than their wiſdome can diſcover. E 


\ 


InP. 


Laſth, the terrible threat you utter againſt us, that even whoredomes and murders ſhall 
abide an eaſier anſwer than ſeparation, world certainly fall heavy wp:1us, if this anſwer 


were tobe made in your Conſiſtory Courts.or before any of your Eccieftaſticall Tudges ; but becauſe 
we kwow, that not Aniickriſt, but Chriſt ſhall be our Iudge, wee are buld up;u ihe warrant of tis 
ord and Teſtament (which being ſealed with his bloud may not le aliered jtoproclaime togll the 
world Separation from whatſoever riſeth up rebelliouſly againit the $:epter of his Kingdome, as 


of England doe. 
Sexcrion LIN. 


ration,you thinke to ſcoffe out of countenance. I feare your conſcience will 


we are #2donbtedly perſwated, the Conimuniou,Government, Miviſtery,andwoyſhip of the Clurcl 
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M: laſt threat, of the eaſter anſwers of whordomes.and adulteries, than {epa- 


ftearefullanſw. |; 
of Separation. 

Troutiz, and ex»-* 
com. at Anaſt, 


G.lohnſ. profel- | 
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not alwayes allow this mirth;Our Conſiſtories have ſpared you enongh: let 
thoſe which have tried,fay, whether your corruptElderfhip be more fate Indges : If 
ours impriſon juſtly, yours excommunicate unjultly;tobe in cuſtody islefſe grievous, 
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than out of the Church : atleaſt if your cenſures were worth any thing, but con- 
rempt: As rome aid of the like ; it 18 well chat malice hathnot ſogreat power as will: 
you ſhall oneday (I feare)find the Confiſtory of Heaven more rigorous, if you waſh 
not this wrong with your teares; That tribunall ſhall find your confidence,preſump- 
tion ; your zeale,fury. You are bold(furely more than wiſe)to proclaime : wee have 
no need of ſuch cries:doubtlefſe your head hath made Proclamations long,now your 
hand begins. What proelaime you?Separation from the Communiori, Government, 
Miniſtery,and worſhip ofthe Church of England:what need it? Your act might have 
faved your voyce: what ſhould our eyes and eares betroubled with one badobjett? 

But why ſeparate you from theſe ? Becauſe they riſe up rebelliouſly againſt rhe 
Scepterof Chriſt: The Scepter of Chriſt is his Word : he holds ir out, we touch and 
kifſe it: What one ſentence of it doe we wilfully oppoſe? Away with theſe fooliſh 1mi- 
pieries: you thraſt a Reedinto your Saviours hand,and ſay;Haile,King ofthe ewes, 
and will needs perſwade us,none bur this is his rodot iron. Laſtly, upon what warrant? 
Ofhis will and Teſtament. You may wes, us; But how dare you faſten your lies up- 
on your Redeemer and Judge? What clauſe of his hath bid you ſeparate? We have the 
true Copies:As we hope or deſire to be faved,we can find noſentence that ſounderh 
toward the favour of this your a&:Muſt God be accuſed of your wilfulnefſe? Before 
that God and his bleſſed Angels and Saints, wee feare not to proteſt that wee ate un- 
doubtedly perſwaded that whoſoever wilfully forfakes the Communion, Govern- 


Chriſt,and Rebels againſt his Church and Annointed; neither doubt we to fay,that 
the Maſterſhipof the Hoſpitall at Norwich,or aleaſe from that City ({ued tor 
with repulſe)might have procured rhat this ſeparation from the 
Communion, Government, and worſhip of the 
Church of England ſhould not 
have beene made 


by Tohn Robinſon. 


ment, Miniſtery,or worſhipof the Church ofEngland,are enemies ro the Scepter of 
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AS: 7Y | Thoſe monris that ſay they reach yourhe truth, fay 
YN allo (and yoit have beleeved them ) that they all reach 

Soup Te thetame. As you findethemtrue in this, fo truſt them 
X in the other: For mee, Icannor without indignation 
ſee, that in this light of the Golpell, God and hiscrurh 
ſhould thus bee loſers by you ; and that a miſerable 
ſoule thonld ſafer ir ſelte thus groffely cozencd of it 
ſelfe, and glory : Many can write to you with more 
profoundnefic,none with more ſincere fervencie, and 
defire to faye you. 
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not , your periſhing is wilfull. Wee may pictie your weaknetie, vur God (hall plague 
| your Apoſtafie:if you had been bred in blindneſſe, your 1gnorance had becn but lamen- 


bee condemned without our ſorrow and ſhame. What ſhould we do2? Wee can but in- 
creat; perſwade,proteſt,mourne,andgage our toules for yours zi theſe ayaile not, who 
1D| can'remedie that which will periſh?Heare this yer(yon weake Revoſter)ifthere beany 
careleft in you of that ſoule which you have thus proſticured to error; if you have any 
| |regard to that God whoſe {imple truth you have conremned and forſaken: what 1s this 


| [hatealittle ere my ſilence : Either bee convicted or inexculable. Our bad lives haye ſer 
| [youoff; Woeis me tharthey areno holier;Þ bewaile our wickedneſſe, I detend it not; 
Onely aske how they live in Italte:ifrhey bee not(for the moſt part )falths to the worſt 
of ours,goe with them and proſper. Let all indifferent rongues {ay, whether chat very 
See whereon your faith depends,even within the ſmoke of his Holineſle, be nor(for vi- 
ciouſheſſe)the ſinke of the world;we may condemne our ſelves, thetrlives ſh2ll juſtifie 
as:But you liſt nor to'looke ſofarre; you ſee their lives at home, you [ee ours: The com- 
pariſon isnor equall; They take thisfor the time of their perſecution ; weofour prof- 
E]neritie.The ſtubborneſt Iſraelite;and the moſt godlefſe Mariner, could callupon God 
inhis trouble: weeareall worſe with liberty : Looke backe and ſee how they lived in 


——_—_ Added AS 


though now at theworſt , how many holy profeſſors migat you finde , which would 
ſcorne that the moſt iti Hertmit, or auſtere Cappucine, ſhould goe before themin a 
eratious life, and in tru? mortification ? even amoneſt twelue,rhere will be one Devilt: 
| wiſh they were ſo good, that wee might emulate them: but for my part, I ere, be 
ain, _cou 


- :F call heaven andearth to record againſt you this day , that if you relent or anfwer 


table, now your choiceand love of darknefſe is fearfall and deſperate. Alas!you cannot 


| that hath driven you fromus,allured you torthem 2 For GoJs fake,lct me burexpoſtn- | 


former times while they proſpered ; No Turkes (faith Eraſmus ) more abominably : | 
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could know that Papiſt,which made conſcience of all Gods tenmorall lawes : Shortly 
| whatſoever is upbraided to us; the truth 15 pure, though men beunholy ; andGod;; 
where he was, wharſoeyer becomes of men : For you, if you hadnot fallento coole af. 
fe&ions, and a looſe life, you had been ſtill ours: Ir 15juſt-with God topuniſh your 
ſecure negligence with errorand deluſion; and to ſuffer you thus ro loſe the truth, who 
| had loſt your care ofobedience and firſtlove. And now you doe well to ſhift of this 
| blame to others ſins, which have moſt cauſe toaccuſe your owne. 
From manners to looke towards our dottrine ; thenoyeltie of ourReligion(you ay) 
| hath diſcouraged you: theirs hath drawne you with reverence of her age. It isafree 
challenge betwixt us, letthe elder have us both : if there be.any point of our Religion 
| younger than the Patriarchs,and Prophets,Chriſ# and his Apoſtles, the Fathers and Do- 
| | ors of the Primitive Church, lerit be accurſed, and condemned for anupſtart : ſhe 
| | us evidence of more credit and age, andcarrie it. The Church of Rome hath beene an- B 
cient, not the errors; neither doe wein ought differ from 1t, wherein 1t 1s notdeparted 
| from it ſelfe. I did not more feare your wearinefle than my owne ; forgetting the mea- 
ſure ofa Preface, I would paſſe through every point of difference betwixtus; and let 
you ſec in all particulars, which is,the old ; andmake you know, that your PopiſhRe- 
ligion doth put on a borrowed viſour of giavitie upon this Stage,to Out-face true anti- 
| quitie, Yer leſt you ſhould complaine of words,let me withort your tediouſneſſe haye} 
leave but to inſtance in the firſt of all Controverſies betwixt us; offering the ſame 
proofe in all, which yon ſhall ſee performed in one , I compare the judgement of the 
ancient Church with yours, ſee therefore and be aſhamed of your novelrie. 
Eſpecially, o-| Firſt, our queſtion is, Whether all thoſe bookes which in our Biblesare ſtiled 4poryy-| 
by,tudetbgriſe.| phalſ, and are put after the teſt by themſelves , are tobe received as the true Scriptures 
NG of God? Heare firſt the voice of the old Church:to ler paſſe that cleare and pregnantte-| | 
Maccabees, | {timonie of Melito Sardenſis in his Epiſtle to Oxeſimus cited by Exſebizs. Let Cyprias or|C 
Enſeb14:35- | Rafſinus rather ſpcake inthe name ofall:Ofthe old Teſtament(faith he)firſt were write 
aus ak | ten the five bookes of Moſes.Geneſts, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Denteronomie ; after theſe 
e143, pris | the booke of To-uahthe Son of N#z,and that of the 1udges, together of Rath:after which 
| DR 22% | were the foure hookes of the Kizgs, which the Hebrewes reckon but two:ofthe Chronicles 
&, | whichiscalledthe booke of Dayes;and of Ezra, are two bookes, which of themare ac- 
Heefur qe | countedbur ſingle, and the booke of Eftey. Of the Prophets there is Eſar, Hieremie, Eze- 
cos conclaſe-| kzel, ar.d Daziel, and beſides , one booke which containes the rwelye ſmaller Prophets. 
pw cur Alſo 10b,and the Plalmes of David are fingle books:of Salomon there are three books de- 
owes, oe, Aliz | Livered torhe Church, the Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, Song of Songs. In theſe they have ſhut 


libriſunt quind| up the numbers of the books of the old Teſtamenr. Of the new , there are foure Gof- 


> | 


* = 
, _ . a nk Bis ' . au 2a rotate AS - —_ 
a 1 - —_— _ a - 
- i 
_ po - o ”- PR = as - —_ —_— » - —_— - = _ 
- — i” " —_ 4 - — - 
R ©——_ _ "- - 2 ' 
. - _ : = oy, 
4 _ « - - > e —_—— "_ - 
_—— 5 ”a_—- . * ws Zo gy tr ri _—_ > - Ly _ - ay SG > i w —_— ws. > —— 
- T3... 4 t 
- = - _ - 4 —_— '- 4 _ 
S , £ gen x 2 £4 — C5 EGS. =o ts +4. , ge. —_ RS 
©. RX + 1 gt ee » <—_——_ * $— «& "0 de = _- 
i - _—_ ce La » * - oy 
. . 6 Ra - nd _ - _ _ " _ - 
web» van; > oy a 's LR. ag. Ws oo 


. # 
i” —_— 
ri 
TEES " 
= : 


NES RS Do 


gay a 
ru WR 


4 4 agen; on Wn ”_ 
 _—_ 
ET Sy 9 - © 7 oo - = - 3 o mY 
Abs, = LY - j« p $ hy 
> <arupr tr a 7 man yo rn Toa pars et gt. + "ge 4 
b 45s. > nas S\ ——_— * —— —_ 
_ yo - - - oo — __- —_ A _ 
tg oe _—_ + LT 
wg 
b * 


PL” INS 


ny 


—_— 
oy 


'$. 
4& þ£ 
7% 
{+ : 
Ki , 
: ; 
1 . : 
x" FE + ] 
of 
$4661 8 4 
[2 : 
P”, \ 
$34,164. 
f@! $4 
# 4 3 
47. - 
'7? y "0 
ql 
#1 44 
i! 
wr 
3 


a 
»— - . —_ 
: . ito = — —_ AE pb. ce I - Sb >. %- Eh , : wi nt ne Ras > cages, 7 Las. 4 
bon : a > < i: C = =- ”. CID : _— IR Ro | —_— — at Ts % wt” F g ge © 4 i jw ' -- 2p g Þ co - '% k. 
- L —% —_—" C o—_— == þ : n. ne 4 > þ a—__ a” >» " - 
p ans aut - 2 J Q p = — — - 4 $9” 4 Ls © «7% bh ts £ »— we ——_— gm gg >. OG . _ - ——_— ——_ —_—_ - —_— —— + 
-- - - Y » y 2G F. F Pg b = —_—_ 0 co : X 6 a _— _ —_ - Þ _ o_ b-. pe 
Cs of wy i we" vi ” - we Þ..- Rs _ a —f7 - "69cm pe N— - _— — _— =—_ nv nate. « Pas. þ- k ” jo mg — A. KT a OY 7 p > _— Au. Cl P MI 
- 4 > "EN 6 : FI Va - bt gnages - "a0 "a a ty vo R770. Ig args Sas > _— = , — . 7 £ = 
Gans —»  I<b W.- b -- my : > Ss ee —_ _ GENIE ” —_ . > We D - " , ——_— _ he ——_— Z . 4 Es Shs - > 2 C a_ ——_— 4 _ 
_ Foo — _— ; _—_— __ . - 4 om » 5. ” "IR —— 29—— — bs, Zn - Fr AIC : O = A ==> EE <2 — - CZ 
23 0 _— : pays 2 TT PTPFEREF 4 <P ODE Sp $ *” ; = IC A HET. CS" $A So KA - . 
F * 42% "ED DS .- —- CIS re > TIT. 0-44 o ES pd «- "8 + : == c 4 
> Y "> = ts Þ Z - a - ” ” - = S — ” 
wes : Ps . = Yi Vat wa; I 5 —_— = . —_— ro - ak My Iu 
4 + __— >; 2X —_— 
Mn. . # —_ 


+ 


- IP © 4M "2 I 
6 I 4 re 2 y: 
F, or. IESERSD Fx 
— £ - —TY > 
_ 8k. £ 3 4 1 bc A 


wc after 
- PY p94 li, _ =y 
- m - — 


F 

; 

p 

p 

F 

: N 

; 6 
Is. 
' 

8 

\ 

f 

| 

[ 


p Ee. pels,of Matthew. Marke,Luke,and Tohn;the AGsof the Apoittes, written by Luke; of Pax the 
| Iz rologegeleats| Apoſtle fourtcene Epiſtles; ofthe Apoſtle Pcter rwo Epiſtles, of awzes the Lords bro-[D 


Tos 3p _— { therand Apoſtle,one ; of Tude one ; of Tohy three; Laſtly, the Revelation of Tohy. Theſe 
jb quaſ G:.\ arethey whichthe Fathers have accounted within the Canon, by which they would 


| Howe 1ricipi-| haye the aſſertions of our faith made good. Bur we mutt know thereare other bookes, 
_— whicharecalled ofthe Ancients not Canonicall but Eccleſiatticall, as the Wiſdoweof S6- 
© ſeireva-\ lomen, andanotherbooke of Wiſdome, which is called of Teſws the ſonnc of Siragh; which 
pwmagriogn F6g booke of the Latizes is termed by a generall name Fccleſiaftzeus: of the ſame ranke 15 


| rerpocryp>a | the booke of Tobyand Tudeth, and the bookes of the Maccahees : Thus farre that Father; | | 
7, Lagann ſo Hierome after that he hath reckoned up the ſame number ofbookes with us inthell 


Tue w/e Sale. | Order, hath theſe words : This Prologue of mine (faith hee) may ſerve as a well defen- 


CO og | ced entrance to all the bookes which I haye turned outof Hebrew into Latire ; that WEE 
tO 8011 


fron in Canone,| MAY know that whatſoever is beſides theſe,is Apocryphal:therefore that booke which 


Ee Puſth.l.c is intituled Salorons wiome, and the Booke of Teſws the ſowne of Sirac1, and Indeth, and|F 
1 24+ Hated 1910- 


24: pod 2m-\ Tobias,and Paſtor, are not Canonicall : the firſt booke of the Maccabees T have foundin 
furrit,vererisin- | Hebrero, the ſecond in Greeke : which booke (faith hee ) indeed the Church readeth,but 


ftrum.libros fieut | recelveth not as Canonicall. The ſame ins j "Fn :244  WOI 
| Hibrei tradunt. | - m reckoning 15 made by Orzgen 1n Enſebtus ; 


32 for word. The fame by Epiphanius, by Cyril, by Athanaſius, Gregorie Nazianten, Damaſcen: 


| <nyguce gy | YEA by Lyrans, both N ngoes,Cajetan, Carthuſian,and Montanus himſelfe, 8c. 
ia | Allofchem with fall conſent rejetting rheſe ſame Apocryphal bookes with us-NOV 
} Bios FE : —__heare |. 
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R 

g; h-are the preſent Church of Roxxe in her owne words, thus : The holy Synode of Trent 
| hath thoughe good to ſer downe with this Decree ajuſt Caralogue of books of hol 
Scriptare, leſt any man ſhould make doubt which they bee which are received by the Hee ſunt Apo- 


Synode: And they are theſe under-writren,Of the old Teſtament, five books of Moſes, | 799%" | 


then Tohusb,the 1#1ges, Ruth, foure books of the Kings , two of the Chrovicles,twoof E[- > py 


dras,the firſt and the ſecond, which is called Nehemias,Tobias, Indeth,Eſter,Tob, the Pſalter | (974m bb 


of David,containing one hundred amd fifty Plalmes, The Proverbsof Salomon,Eccleſiaſtes, ponmng —_— 


the Sovz of Songs , the book of Wiſlome, Eccleſraſticns, Eſay, Hieremie, & 4 ard 
che Maccabees, the firſt and the {econd. anodes camo dat aaa gh condbrriden. 


And ifany man ſhall not receive theſe whole books with all the pars ofthem, as Decr.de Canon. 


Pages : Scrip.April.8. 
they are wont to be read in the Catholike Church, andasthey are had inthe old yul- |; ropulg.in quar , þ 


gar Latine Edition, for holy and Canonicall, let him be accurſed. Thus the : Judge you pr "erg 


p | NOW of our age; and ſay, whether the opinionof the ancient Church (that is ours) bee dicem buic decre- | 
aot > yp enemie to Popery, and flatly accurſed by the Romiſh. : bo I 
p . c ONCE 
os ce on yet ogy pres Our queſtion is, whether the Hebrew and Greeke Origi--/|(t aictes Jn. 
nals bee corrupted ; and whether thoſe firſt Copies of Scriptures be not tobe followed fra ſeriptiTefla- 


above all tranſlations. Heare firſt the ancient Church with us : Bur(faith Saint Argyſizve\ porrachgrat 


[ T | : P quingue libri 
howloever it be taken, whether it be beleeved tobee ſodone, ornot belceved,or laitly | © | 


wherher it were ſo ornot ſo;i hold it aright courſe, thar when anything is found diffe aa Hot 
rent in eitherBooks (the Hebrew and Septagint) ſince for the certaintie of things rnd ves nk 
there Can bee but one truth , that rongue ſhould rather bte beleeved from 4 the Eccleſuſticus, 
rranflation was made into another language. Upon which words Ladrvicns Vives (yeta | Hes hw 
| |Papiſt) ſaith chus : The fame (faith he)dorh Hierom pi oclaime every where,and reaſon \ 97% !rſec inte- 
it ſelfe reacheth it,8 there is none of ſound judgement that will gainſay FF 69 "SHER VY, | argon) m4 
doth the conſent ofall good wirs teach this, for the ſtubborne blockiſlineſſ of meno : arts Bede 
c| poleth againſt it. Let Hieromhimſelfe then, a greater Lingwitbe heard Geakerhnd i rn. 
therebe any man (ſaith he) char will ſay the Hebrewbooks wereafterwards corrupted Nob erg 
by the Jewes; let him here 0riges, what heanſwwers in the eight volume of his in hg | Laine Edrio 
tions of Eſay to this queſtion;thatthe Lord and his Apoſtles which reproye other fault par roſe 
[in the Scribesand Phariſes, would never have beene ſilent inthis, which were rhe gre . nan ſuſceporit, 
reſt crime that could be. Bur ifthey ſay that the Hebrewes falſified rhem after aca dnathemaſit, 
ming of Chriſt and preaching of the Apoſtles, I cannor hold from laughter, that o1 ay s/o 
Saviour and the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles ſhould focite raſtimonies of Scripture as the 7 quod 
Tewes would afterwards deprave them :Thus Terome. And the Canon law it ſelfe hath this —_— 


determination,chat the truth and credir ofthe books of the old Teſtanient ſhould bee cooper eraſe. 


as ou 


_” 


we je - gud porime creda- \ 
examined by the Hebrew Volumes; ofthe new, by the Greeke. And Pope Tnnocentivs as rar wndreft in G18 | 


he is Cited by Gratian,could fay , Have recourſe to the divine Scriptures1n their Origi- dr Finer 
tiall Greeke. The fame laſtly by Bellarmines owne confeſſion, the Fathers teach every ibid. Hoc ifſion 


whete: As Jerome in his booke againſt Helvidizs, and in hisFpiſtle to Marcela, that the ena abivaes | 
LatizeFdition of the Goſpell is to' be called backe to the Greeke fountaines ; andehe 3 boc ipfoln ; of Y. 
tize Edition of the old Teſtament is to be amended by the Hebrew in his > nod ratio. Sed - 
upon Zachary 8. 'T he very ſame hath Avfte in his ſecond booke of Chriſtian doarine pet Sorhec | 
Chap:t t. 12.15 .andEpift. 19.and elſ-where. This was the old Religion & curs;now heare | /*2ſ ber dvier. | 
| thenew. The preſent Chv ch of Rome hath thns: Theholy Synod nach cherdheT rot ry ay L 
old valgar Latine*dition 11 all LeFures, Diſpurarion s.Sermons Expoſitions, bee held din Rau | 
, [for Aurhenricall;faith rhe Councel!l of Trept : And her Champion BeDarmine Hs theſe Hedraot ibroy *. 
|} words; T hat rhe fountaine of rhe Ori ginals 1n.many places run muddy and impure wee Pale, wo bis 
hays formerly ſhewed,8& indeed it can ſcarce be doubted, bur that as the Latize Church autem dixerin 
hath beene mote conſtant in keeping che faith than the Greekg, ſoit hath beene more poſ? anventn _.þ 
vigilant in-defending her bookes from corruption. Yea, ſome ofthe Popiſh Doftors rien hrs 
'mainraine, that the Twes in hatred of the Chriſtian faith, did on purpoſe corrupt man Ubrorfuſſefells 
Ou Scripture : ſo holds Gregory de Palencla, Tacobus Chriſtopolitanus in his Preface - rene 7 woo 
No Apal ol;, &1c, cap. 6 Decy. Þ. 1 diff. 9. c.ut veterum. Vev —_ —_ | OSD : CS core, if ſulvater 
Amin pry/ve3 fas ; Ty D o cp rdoges ; y divin make; : tp root her. Lt: fryer New rage), {Lgulay poked Ms 
erofns a Syn1dnua fatut \ ut hecioſaverns, Se. pr , of er ar reg , why —_ Ten THOtEe | 


} 


flxcre, &c.0 muito contendunt ludeds in odium Chriſtiane relig. ftudioſe depravaſſe :ita docet Iacobus Chriſtopolitanis &> Canns,&rc, * 
: ! . ; 
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| Bell.2,de uerb. 

| | Dez, $. 100. 

So Kaynolds 
in his rcetucati- 


} XG 5405 Heel. 


I Aug-Eriftg. 


|cexdi quoſanta 
IScripture, oe. 


| manſeſts que- 


an ar volunt 
«d Hebreun 


ive ſhall ſiutup all with cheſe words: The Herericks of this time,in hatred of the yy]. 


| not here condemned by him,as the opinion of thegHereriks: Ours was theirs, and theirs 


| +. Thoſe things which ſceme doubtfully andobſcurely ſpoken in ſome places of Scrip- 
ture, are expounded by them, which in other places are opcn and plaine, faith Baſe!: 


A ſeriow Diſſnaſive from Poperie. OO 


che Plalmes, Corus inthe ſecond booke of his common places. Bur in ſtead of all, Bel/ar- 


All which wou'd have cyery thing examined and amendcdby the Hebrew text, which 
they commonly call a molt pure fountaine. See now whether that which Belarmis: 
confeſſes ro have beene the judgement of Hierome, Anſten,and all the ancient Fathers,be 


gar Edition, give too much to the Hebrew Edition, as Caltin,Chemmilins, Georging Major: 


is condemned under our es 07 e3 whether 1n this alſo Popery be not an upſtart, 
Yerone itep more: Our queſtion is whether the Scripture be eafje or moſt obſcure: 
and whether in all eſſentiall points it doe not interpret it ſelfe ; ſo as what is hard in on" 
place,is openly laid forth inanother : Heare the judgment of the old Churchand ours:| 
Allthings arecleare and plaine,andnothing contrary inthe Scriptures , faith Epiphysj- 


fextum, Guem 
uonſemel pu- 
riſſumum ſontey 
eppellant.B ell t. 
2.deuerb.cet. 
Epiphar.conty of 


76. Omnia ſuut 
clara &> Lucian, 
&c. Baſil: Aſ- 
ctt,or,Regul.b?ce 


What could Calv.ze and Luther ſay more? 

There is no ſogreat hardneſſe 1n the Scriptures tocome tothoſe things which arene- 
ceffary to ſalyarion,faith Auſten * In thoſe things which are openly laid downe in Scrip- 
ture,are found all thoſe things which containe our faith and rules of our life, faith the! 
fame Father;who yetagaine alſo ſaith rhus: The Spirit of God hath royally and whole- 
ſomely rem>oered the holy Scriptures ſo, as both by the plaine places hetnightpreyent 
our hunger,and by the obſcure he might avoid our nice ſJothfulneſſe;for there 1s ſcarce 
any thing thatcan be fetcht out of thoſe oþſcurities , whichis not found moſt plainly 


vides, que ane 
bigud,& obſcure | 
uvidentur dict in 
uibuſdam !ocu 
reg.267 Avg Ep. 
3-Non taxta in 
ſcripturis diffi 


acre ſcript, & | 


ſpoken ciſe-where. | 

And becauſe Bel/armine takes exception at this (Fere. Scarce) compare this place with 
the former;and with that which he hath in his third Epiſtle,thus:The manner of ſpeech 
in which the Scripture 1s contrived, 15 eafje ro bee come to of all; although it bee 


throughly attained by few: Thoſe things which ic conraineth pſaine andeafie,it ſpeakes 


cultate pervens- 
tur adex que 
\necefſaria ſunt 
ſaluti,&c. Ave. 
de dodr. Chriks 
[.3.c. 9.1 iu que 
perte 7% ſcript u- 
repofita fant .112- 
vVexiuntur ag? 
814410 contreent 
fdem mor eſque 
uroendi, M ag1i- 
fee & ſalgbri- 
er ffirit.ſantt- 


| wits ſeript.&rc. 


De dofr. CHrift. 
bþ. 3, =—_ 


Modus pſe di- 


Sed ivvitat 0+ 
nts bumiliſer- 
none. Cc bry ſoft . 

Hom.z .de Lax+ 
ro.Cui non ſunt 


cuny; W Evan- 
gel.Cc.quame- 

do poſſis inteRi- 
gere quid nele- | 


witer quidem in- 
ere velis,c. 
fume librum in 


| 


{ needs be confeſſedrhat the Scriptures are moſt obſcure;Here therefore(ſaith he)Luther 


like a familiar friend, withourguile, rothe heartof the learned and unlearned, &c. 

But itinvites all men with an humble manner of ſpeech, whomie doth not only feed 
wich manifeſt crutch , but exerciſe with ſecret, having the ſame in readinefſe which it 
hach in fecrecic : Thus 4»(iex. Toomit Irexexs and Origen : Chryſaftore (whom Bel/arwine 
ſaith we allege alone for us) beſides many other plaine places, writeth thus. 

Who 1s there to whom all1s not manifeſt, which is writtenin the Goſpel]? who that 
{hall heare. Bleſſed are the weeke, Bleſſed are the merciful, Bleſſed are the pure in heart. and the 
reſt, would delire a teacher ro learne any of theſe things which arc here ſpoken? As alſo 
the ſignes, miracles,hiſtories,are notthey knowne and manifett to every man?Thispre- 
renceandexcuſe is bur the cloake of our ſlothfulnefſe : thou underſtandeſt not thoſe 
things which are written;how ſhouldeft thou underſtand them,which wilt not ſomuch 
as\lighrly looke ivto them?Takethe booke into thy hand, read all the hiſtory,andwhat 
thou knoweſt,remember,and what is obſcure, run ofcen over ir. SoChry ſofome : yea, he 
makes this difference betwixt the Philoſophers and Apoſtles: the Philoſophers ſpeake 
obſcurely,butthe Apoſtles and Prophets(faith he)contrarily make all things delivered 
by them,cleare and manifeſt;andas the common teachers ofthe world have ſocxpoun- 
dedall things,that every man may of himſelfe by bare reading, learn thoſe things which 
are ſpoken: yea,laſtly,ſo farre he goes in this point, as thathe asketh, Wherefore needs 
a Preacher?all things are cleare and plaine in the Divine Scriptures; but becauſe ye are 
delicate hearers and ſeeke delighr in hearing, therefore yee ſeeke for Preachers. You 
have heard the old Religion, now heare the new : Be/armise hath theſe words: It mufi 


hath deviſed rwoevaſions; One, thar the ſcripture, chough it bee obſcure in one place, 
yer that it doth clearely propound the fame thing in another. The ſecond is, that 


mania, lege, c.. 
Citat.ab 1p(d Bella 


orbic daforer,ut per (+ quaſh; diſcere peſt ex que dicwntur » Ex ſola leffione. Chryſ. bom, 3. in Lat, Hnamebrem 0126 oft £61.cienarore, On Fi6 [181 
Jolanaex feripturis diuimn , ſed quiadelicatuliefiiv, Erc. Hom-3.1 2 Theſſ. Bellerm.lib, g, de he , (af. 1. Neeeſſario faterdun i FYIULLY 
rs cſſe obſcuriſſimas. Luthern dus fſugia excogitavit ; nnum quod (criptura etianfs alicubi ebſerrs, towen illudiderr alibi clari $rof6f9'e Gt 


though the ſcripture bee cleare of it ſelfe, yet tothe proud and unbeleeyers it is bard by 
rs, Apoſtoli verb & prophet or114 centre ſecerunt manifeſfta claraque : qua prodiderunt, expeſucrunt nbis v01ati conn wnes 


ibid.$.v Eckire in Exch irid, 6, 4. Lutherani cavtendunt Seripinras ſacras efſt clarass Durens comm. whitak. (6. 6. Remiftsin 2Pei, 316.5700 


their Preface atlarge, &6. 


— —— 


_ kl. 


—_—_— i— 


yo x” —_ 


_—_— : 


reaſon 


{ 


_ 


«< --. 


eA ſerious Diſſmaſrue from Popery. 591 | 
reaſon of their blindneſſe and evill affections : (o the Lutheraxs (faith E:chius) contend Homil.in 4.Do- 
that th2 Scriptures are cleare andplaine : ſo Dxrexs againſt Woitakers: fo the Khemiſts in \ 7997-46 Epr- 


cheir annorarions ; and generally all Papiſts.Judge now if all theſe torenamed Fathers, py 
aad ſo the ancient Church, were not Lytherans in this point ; or rather wee theirs ; and Camry 
yeeld that this their ol1opinion by the new Church of Rowe is condemned for hereti- jibe 1,98 | 
call:andinalltheſe fay upon your ſonle, whetheristhe elder ? "ot?Nonwirbo 
Let medraw you on yer alitcle further: Our queſtion 1s, whether 1t be necefary or fit a nt dj ; 
that all men (even of the Laitie) (hould have libertie ro heare andread the Scriptures, {4 poof ob: , 
ina language which they underſtand? Heare firſt the voice of the old Religion ; Too- oy wa 125g 
mit the dire& charges of Gregory Niſſen and Ambroſe;thus harh Tzrowe upon the Plialmes, {ccprady lo 
The Lord will declare;and how will he declare? Not by word, bur by writing;In whoſe | 74m,in/cripeni 
writing? In rhe writing of his people, &c. Our Lord and Saviour therefore rells us,and rocky, (= js \ 
p ſpeaketh 1n the Scriptures of his Princes: Our Lord wilt declare it rousin the Scrip- | onnibue ter, | 
tures of his People, inthe holy Scriptures : which Scripture 15 read to all th? pzopic : | bor et owner 
that is, ſoread as that all may underſtand ; not that a few may underſtand, hur all. | ut ard iiel | 
What fairhfull man , ſairch Avguſtzze(rhough he be bur a Novice, before he be bapti- | 3*7c71ſed ut ons 
zed and have receivedthe Holy Ghoſt ) doth not withan equallminde read and heare| 9,2. Eonar 
all chings, which afrer the Aſcenſion ofour Lord are written in Canonicall rruth, and | ſcexfoc. gus | 
authority, although as yer he underſtands them nor as he ought ? ware Ana 
Bur ofall orher, Saint Chryſoftome 15 every where moſt vehement and direct in rhis | 


antcquam Spirk-! 
point: Amonglt infinite places, heare what he faith in one of his Homilies of Lazarus. | | 
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| 117 Saiiltum 
- - ; baptizals ® 
I doe alwayes exhort, and will never ceaſeto exhort you (faith he)rthar youwill not | y;7 $9558 


. ; "ys Ptat,non eqao 
here only attend to thoſe things which are ſpoken, but when you areat home, you con- | animo,esc, Aug. 


rinually buſie your ſelves in reading of the holy Scriprures ; which. praticealſo I have |{/*/72196.96. 


4 ww, ; and to the ſame 
not ceaſed todrive into them which come privately tome: for ler no man ſay, Tuſh, | purpoſe,z. x.de 


c| theyare but idle words, and many of them ſich as ſhould bee.conremned : Alas I am | Po. ©99iſ,c.s. 


1 p þ - 4 o Chr "bom. 4 
taken up with law cauſes, I am imployed in publike affaires, T follow my trade, Imain- ray Fog. : - 


raine a wite'& children, and have a grear charge to looke t2:Ir is not for me to read the | horror, & hurta- 


Scriprures, but for'them which have caſt of the world:which have taken up rhe ſoiita- OL 


rie tops of Mountainesfor their dwellings , which live thiscontemplarive kinde of life | attenderis,cvc. 
continually. | wo po ſeingye 

 Whatfaieſt thou, O man? Is1t not for thee to turne over the Scriptures, becauſe fon - oy | 
| thou artdiſtracted with infinite cares? Nay. then it is for thee more rhanfor them:for| Frog alo &+ 
they doe not ſo much needthehelpe of the Scriptures, as:you that are toſt in the midft VSTOS, Jamil 


curam gero, Ofc, 
| of the wayesof- worldly buſineſſe. Fe | | 26 of x{Bu : 

. -Andſooneafter : Neither can itbee poſliblerhat any man ſhould withour great fruir | ms 9upen 

|beperperually converſant in this ſpiricuall exerciſe ofreading : and ftraight;Ler us not | au bano?n ef 
In|neglec ro buy ourſelves Books ;leſtwee receive awound in our vicall parts : andafter i mgetieſerip 
he. hath compared the Books of Scripture to Gold, he addeth, Bur what , fay they, if | 5160 wn | 
|weunderſtand not thoſe things which are contained. in thoſe Books ? Whar gaine we | mezveft quim 
|rhen?Yes ſarely,though thon doſt not underſtand rhoſe things which are there laid up, | par "y IT A 
| yerby the very reading much holineſſe is got: Alchoughir cannot be, thatthou ſhoul- Left u q%/qwam, 
|deft becalike ignorant of all thou readeſt ; for therefore! hath the Sprrit.of God fodil- ade x « negliges 
| petiſed this Word;that Prblicanes, Fiſhers, Tent-makers, Shepheards and Goarheards, libros;h4. Buid 
|plaineunlettred men may be ſaved by theſe Bookes: leſtanyofrhe fimolerfort ſhould} Wiener Inquaers, 
|pretend this excuſe, That allthings which are ſaid ſhoaldbecafierodiſcerne ; and that) ©5 © #%bcam, 
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|theworkman, the ſervant, the poore widow, and the moftunlearned of all other, by | bernacutarum + 
_ [hearingofrheword read, might get ſome gaineandprofit./. | oifices, Paſtores 


| 0 : bot 11.1» | & Apoſtoli,idio- 
And the ſime Father elſewhere, I beſcech you{faith hee)that you come ſpeedily hi-| eg os 
ther;,and hearkendiligently tothe reading of rhe Holy. Scriptures;andnoronly when | Nete chat | 
'Yoti come hither;b ke che Bible into your hands, and by your dih Which is read 
yoti come hither,but alfoathome take the Bible into your hands, and by y ent | jncþy | 
carereape the profit containedinir. Laſtly;inhis Homilies upon the Epiſtle to rhe Co- K-00] ny 

| ofigns, he cries out; Heare, I btſeech you,”'O allyoui ſecular men, provide you Bibles oMENenet:., 
\["ave;; wilixh fignifies Goa theards, mote agrecable'to the plate; TI famubut Erviduamulier, er ommum bominun indoft:fiminfXaydite Ic} 
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alguid luen -uthtatiſquererortet, Hom ta Gen. 29.0bſecyo wt ſubmaehuc evenatis, Oc. In Colefſ. hom.g. Auduc gbſecro Seculares omnes &c, 
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\Heretici huJ#us 
temper ones 
\ 112 C0 CORUOMent, 
ut 6; orteat Scrip- 
tnias 0:nbus 
permiltere, imo 
| & tradere 71 
ſua linzua,onc, 
At Catholics 
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Eccleſia, Ec. 
prohiber ne paſ- 
(im omnibus ſine 
diſcrimine con- 
cedatur Quſ- 
mod: leftte, &rc. 
Dxreits contra 

| #11, lib, 6.53 

| Chriftlans omni» 
1 bus ut Suript #- 
ras ſcrutentur a 
Chriflo diftum 
effe mteliges, im 
naguo certe er- 
rore,e@c.Prom(- 
cue fidelium tur- 
be & C. B4 fil. 
EpSt, 

Aug.de nuitate 
Ecclefie, ſive E-' 
pit.contra Peti- 
lianumDonati- 
[iam cap.2.1nter 
nos autem & 
 Donatifl as que- 
ſti eſt, ubi ſit 
Ecclefia,quidergo 
fafwi (umm ? 


—_—— 


tes 


can queſituri, 
& Aug. ibid, 
47,16, 

Virum ipt Ec- 
cleſiam tencant 

| 20x mſi divitd- 
| Tum Scriptura- 
rum Canonicis lis 
i br oftendant, 

| Wal Duta Hec 

| 7295 propterea di- 
cn Fed. 
in Pſal.$9.iailla 
verba,Omnes 

| qui querunt te, | 
ec, Nemeccle- 


| frimerrarcs, ne 


qui &2.Multi 
enim dixerunt 
carnem non ba- 
buiſſe: oftcndit, 
eFt:So Epi. 166. 


—— 


(Girh Dzrens )thar Chriſt bade all Chriſtians to ſearch the Scriptures, youare in 4 
grofl error; Forhow ſhall rude and 1gnorant men ſearch the Scriptures? &c. And ſo he 


eA ſerious Diſſwaſrive from Toperie. 
ES . Es _— SY err et nn, 
which are the medicines for the ſoule; Ar leaſt getthe New Teſtament. Now on the 
contrary, letthenew religion of Rome ſpeake; firſt by her Rhewiſb Jeſairs, thus: w e 


may not think thar the cranſlared Bibles inro vulgar tongues were1n the hands fey... 


ry husbandman,arrificer, prentice,boyes, girles,Miſtreſſe, Maid, Man;that they were 
ſung,played, alleaged of every Tinker, Taverner,Rimer, Minſtrel. Thelike woxg, of 
ſcorne and diſgrace are uſ. d by Hoſms,and by Eckixs, andby Bel/ar. de vert. L. 2.c. 1 5. 
The wiſe will not here regard({ay our Rhemiſts)what ſome wiltull people doc mnt- 
ter, that the Scriptures are made forall men, &c. And foone after, they compare the 
Scriptures to F ire, Water, Candles, Knives, Swords, whichare indeed needfull, &c. bur 
would marreall, if they were at the guiding of other than wife men. All the H cretikes 
of this time, ſaith Bellarmine,agree that the Scriptures ſhould be permitted to al,and de. 
liveredin their owne Mother tongue: but the Catholike Church forbids the readin of 
the Scriprures by all, without choice : or rhe publike reading or ſngingof them in yy. 


gar tongues,as it is decreed in the Councell of Trert,Sefſ. 22.c.3.&*.Can.g.If you thinke 


concludes, that the Scriptures were not given tothe common muititude of Beleeyers, 
Judge now what cicher weſay,or theſe Papiſtscondemne, beſides the ancient judge. 
ment ofthe Fathers:and ifeyer either Cafviz or Lxther have beene more peremptory in 


> [ 


this matter,than S. Chryſoft. Ivow tobe a Papiſt. If ours benot in this the old re.igion 
be not you ours. | 
Yetthis one paſſage further, and then no more, leſt I weary you: Our queſtion is; 


whether the Scriptures depend upon the authority of the Church ; or rather upon the 
authoritie of Scriptures ? | 


in ve-ba noſris | herin her owne words, or in the words of her Headthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt? I ſappoſe 


voyceof the Shepheard himſelfe which is cloathedin fleſh, &c.He ſhewes himfelfe to 


Chryſ07, Bom. 


| Matth 49.9 4i 
[watt Tag ceres, 


que fit vera Ec- 


| p— Coriſtt,un- 
Þ 'copnoſcet miſt, 


ec 


; TEckinmEnchi 


[ Td, eleEcelelca. 
Sprigierg 101 eft 
alithentica fie 
athoritate Exe 
Ai fte;Seriptores 
ex 1M canaomet . 
[#11 pembra | 
Ecdlifin unde 
heretica conten- 
dey: volentigefc 
E chins wider. 


y——— —— —_ 
" ti 


Heare firſt the ancient Church, with and for us: The queſtion 1s (faith S. Auftey 
berwixt usand the Doxatiſts,where the Church is. What ſhall we dothen?ſhall we ſecke 


we ought to ſecke her rather in his words, which is the Truth, and knowes beſt his own 
body , for the Lord knowes who are his; wee will not have the Church fought inour 
words. Andin the ſame Booke, Whether the Do-atiſts hold the Church (faith the fame 
Father > let them not ſhew, bur by the Canonicall Bookes of Divine Scriptures ; for 
neicher do wetherefore ſay they ſhould beleeveus, that weare in the Church of Chriſt, 
becauſe Optatus or Ambroſe hath commended this Church unto us which wee now 
hold, or becauſe it 1s acknowledged by the Councels of our fellow Teachers, or be- 
cauſe ſo great miracles are done in ir : it is not therefore manifeſted ro be true and Ca- 
tholike ; But the Lord Jeſus himſelfe judged, that his Diſciples ſhould rather bee con- 
firmed by the teſtimonies of the Law and the Prophets : Theſe are the rules of our 
cauſe, theſe are the feundations theſe are the confirmations. 

And upon the Pſalwes; Leſt thou ſhouldeſt erre (faith the ſame Anguſtine) in thy 
judgement of the Church : left any manſhould fay to thee , This is Chriſt, which1s 
not Chriſt., orthis 15 che Church,which is not rhe Church; for many , &c, Heare the 


thee ; handle him, and ſe.” Hee ſhewes his Church , leſt any man ſhould deceive thee 
under the name of che Chtrch, &c. yet Chryſoſtozre more direttly-Thus: Hee that 
would know which is che trae Church of Chriſt, whence may he know ic in the ſimilt- 
tude of ſo greatconfuſion, bur onely by the Scriptures? Now the working of miracles 
1salrogether ceaſed ; yea, they are rather found tobe fainedly wrought of chem,which 


——_—_— 


| Bs 


| The Scripture (fairh Eckins.a'Popiſh DoRor) is not authenticall withoutthe authorit) 
of the Church: for the Canonicall Writersare members of the Church ;WherenpM 


are bur falſe Chriſtians; Whencethen ſhall he know it, bat onely bythe Scriptures ?; 
The Lord Jeſus therefore knowing what great confufionof things wouldbe in thelalt 
daies;therefore commands that thoſe whichare Chriſtians, and would receive confir- | 
mation of their true faith, ſhould flyeto-nothing bur to the Seriprures; Otherwiſe? 


4i8the true Church: This is the old faith; Nuw heare the new ,.comradiQing it andvs. 


)IC 


Ir 


nl 
they fly roany other helpe, they ſhall be offended and periſh;nor underſtanding which 


ne” 


ts | what 


- 
m— "_ » »* 5 > 27% 
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et it bee objefted roan Hererikey thatwill ſtrive againſt the decrees of the Church, by 
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eA ſerious Diſſwaſrve from Popery. | 592 | 
Ng | ps | - —_ _ mel Edd 4 
A/ what weapons he will iightagainſt the Charch , hee will ay by the Cinonicall Scrip- | Seriztura defs- 

cures of the foure Goſpels, and Paws Epiſtles, Let itbe ſtraight objeted to him, -how ts of $905 
he knowes theſe tobe Canonicall, burby the Church . Anda while after, the Scrip- int Sans he. | 
cure (faith hee) defined ina Councell, it ſeemed goodrothe Holy Ghoſt and tous,thar 


rem tam Clare | 
youabſtaine from things offered to Idols, and bloud,and ſtrangled:the Churchby her ik hg pre 
authority alteredathing ſo clearely defined and expreſſed: for it uſech both ſtrangled | /«aauthuritate | 
| [and bloud; Behold, the power of the Church isabove the Scripture : thus Eckivs. And pion, ty 
beſides Cuſanns, Bellarmine ſaith thas : If wee take away the authority of che preſent rediſie ſuper | 
Church, andof the preſent Councell (of Trezt ) all the Decrees of all other Councels ph 6 | 
and the whole Chriſtian faith may bee called into doubr. And in the ſameplace a LS arg 


thoritatem jpra-' 
littleafter z The ſtrength of all ancient Councels, and the certaintic of all opinions, de- | /#2t# Fecleſie 


pends on the authority of the preſent Church. You have heard both ſpeake: ſay now, bas 
B| whith whom 1s true antiquity ; and on Gods name deteſt the newer of both. _ It were | «nrevuari pe- 
4s eaſie tobring the ſame, ifnot greater evidence for the perfe&ion, and a'l-ſufficiencie | 4 num 


F 8 "I altorum Concili-' 
of Scripture ; and fo to deliver all thebody of our religion , by the tongues and pens | orum decreta,+ | 


of the Fathers, rhat either you muſt be forced to hold theya Noveliſts with ns, or your (0 6des Chrifti- þ \Þ $50 1 4 7 
ſelves ſuch againſt rhem. How honeſt and ingenuous 1s that confeſſion of your Eraf- | "proving 

mus 2 whoin his Epiſtle to the Biſhop and Cardinall of Meziz, could ſay , 1t is plainly | t4-ap.25-pag 
found, that many things in Lzth:rs Books are condemned for Hereticall , which in the | 3920 | 


| | Books of Bermardand Arfter, arc read for Holy and Orthodox. + popu fg 


mit as, &c.S0 
| This is roo much fora taſte:Ifyour apperite ſtand to ityT dare promiſe you full dithes: on he _ 
| Ler mee therefore appeale to you, iflight anddarknefſe bee more contrary than theſe | prize. oft £5; | 
points of your Religion, to true Antiquitie: No,no; Let your Aurhors gloſe as they liſt; | conpertum ef | 
Popery isbuta young ation, corruptly rayſedout of ancientgrounds. And ifithaye | *þ* {2mnare 
C|(as we grant)ſome ancient errours,falſhood cannot bee bettered with Age; there isno | Lutheri tibrs, 
preſcription againſt God and Truth:Whatwe can prove to be erroneous, weneed not | ##* Bernardi, 


prove new : ſome hundreths of yeeres 15an idle Plea againſt the Ancient of dayes. © rm — | 
What can you plead yer more for your change? Their numbers perhaps, and our | dera, imour pia 
handfuls > You heard all the World was theirs, ſcarce any corner ours : How could you Prorgetys ; 
but ſuſpe& a few? Theſe are but idle brags;we dare and can ſhare equally with them in Moguar. pag, 
Chriſtendome: And if we could not; this ralewill teach you to advance Twrciſme above | 4! 
Chriſtianity,and Pager above that:the world above the Church, Hell above Heaven: | 
If any proofe can be drawne from numbers,He that knows all, ſayes the beſt are feweſt. 
What then could ſtirre you ? Our diviſions and their unity. If chis my following la- | rhe peace of 
| |bour doenotmake it good toall the World, that their peace islefle than ours,their dif- | Rome lefr eur, | 
ſenſion more, by the confeſſion of their owne mouthes, be you theirs {t11], and let mee any ere 
Difollow you. I ſtand not upon the ſcoldings of Prieſts and Teſwits , nor the late Veretiar | on in this Edi- 
jarres.nor the pragmaticall differences now on foot , in the view ofall Chriſtendome, | on, &c- 
| |betwixt their owne Cardinalls intheir Sacred conclave. and all their Clergie, concer- 
ning the Popes temporall power: Neither doe I callany friend to bee our Advocare, | 
| [none but Be/larmineand Navarrus ſhall bee my Orators ; and if theſe plead not this cauſe 
| | enough, letit fall:See here dangerous rifts & flawes, not inthe outward barke only,but 
| inthe very heart and pitch of your Religion;and if ſomany be confeſſed by one or two, | 
what might begathered outof alPand if fo many be acknowledged ; thinke how many | 
therearethat lurke in ſecret,and will not be confeſſed? How loth would we be(after all 
exclamations) that your buſie 7eſ#ites could take out ſo many confeſſed quarrels our of | 
allour Authors,as I have here found in two of yours ? We want only their cunning ſe- 
crecy in the carriage of our quarrels: Our few (andflight) differencesare blazoned | | 
E| abroad with infamy and offence, their hundredsarecraftily ſmothered in filence. 
Let your owne eyesſatisfie you in this, not my pen: ſee now what you would neyer | 
beleeve. | 
Whart is it then that couldthus bewitch youto forſake the comely & heavenly Truth | 
of God.,andto doteupon this beaſtly Strumpet ? to change your Religion, for a ridicu- 
tous, ſenſaall, cruell, irreligious fattion ? A Rehgion ( if wee muſt call it ſo )that made 
ſport to our plaine forefarhers,with the remembrance of her graveſt devotions : How | 
| ofc have youſeene them laugh atthemſelves, whiles they have told of their creeping- 
| 
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merry Pilgrimages, ridiculous Miracles, anda thouſand ſuch May-games, which now 
| you begin(after this long hiſling at) to looke upon ſoberly, and with admiration ! 
A Religion, whoſe fooleries very Boyes may ſhout and laugh ar, if for nomorebut 
| this,that it reaches men to put confidence in Beads, Medals, Roſes, hallowed Swords, 
| | Spels of the Goſpell, Agavs Dez, and ſuch like idle bables,aſcribing unto them Divine 

vertue : yea, ſo much as is due tothe Sonne of God himſelte, and his precious bloud.1 


ſpeake notof ſome rude ignorants;your very Booke of holy-ceremonies ſhall teachyoy 
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what your holy-fathers doe,and have done. That tels you firſt with great allowance and 
applauſz , that Pope Yrbanthe fift ſent three Agans Dei, to the Greeke Emperor, with 
thele yerlſes: 

| Palſamu & Balſam, pure wax, and Chriſmes-liquor ckere, | 

TOES Make up this precious Lambe, 1 ſend theeheere ; : | b 

pwnh worry ; All lightning it diſpels, andeach ill ſpright, 

num,qued | Remedies ſinne, and makes the heart contrate, 

Cs. Even as the bloud that Chriſt for #s dzd ſhed. | 

Fulgura de clo, It helps the chil d-beds paine ;, and gives good ſpees 

OO, Vato thebirth ; Great gifts it ſtill doth win 

Some hr. To allthat weare it. and that worthy biy - 

anmmu& anon, » - 

: "ON Ce> It _ 9 _ of fire ; woe __ = 

rea que in hac It brings ſrom ſhipwracke ſaf#ly to the (hore. 

pqpeinct ar And leſt youſhoudplead this to be theconceit of ſome one Phantaſticall Pope, heare 

momin#s tai [aR ( and beaſhamed) our of the ſame Book, whatby preſcription,every Pope uſethtopray 

Prawn ;..| in the bleſſing of the water , which ſerves for that Agzus Dez: If zou know not, thus|C 

| ndice :quare-| hee prayeth : That ir would pleaſe thee, O God, toblefle thoſe things which wee pur- 

_—__ oe poſe to power into this Veſlell of water prepared tothe glory of thy Name, fo as by the 


\#ore nobis fame | WOT{DIP and honour of them , wee thy ſervants may have our heynous offences done 


th dais aries [WAY the blemiſhes of our ſinnes wip't off;and thereby we may obtaine pardon,andre- 
tuantur,ab- G 


( Rergentwr ma- | C<LVE grace from thee; ſo thatatthe laſt with thy Sainrs & Ele& Children we may merit 


cule peceato. | tO obtaine everlaſting life, Amex. How could you chooſe,bur be in love with this Super- 
rum gmpetren- 


EOS. ſtition, Magicke, Blaſphemie praiſed, and maintained by the heads of your Church ? 


tieconferantur, | A Religion, thatallowes jugling Equivocations, andreſerved ſenſes eyenin very 
ut tan dem una 


poly wy oathes. Beſides all thar hath beene ſhameleſly writren by our Jeſuitesto thispurpoſe; 


elefis twis wits | EATE What Franciſcus Vioria, an ingenuous Papiſt, and a learned Reader of Divinitie 


percipere merea- | 11 Salmantica, writes in the name of all. 
mur etlernan, 


Fran 2.7, | Bur what ſhall a Confeffor doe( faithhe) if he be askt of a ſinne that he hath heardin|D 


ordix. Predica- | CoNeſſion? May hee fay that he knowes not of it ? I anſwer, according toall our Do- 
forum Sum. Sa- 


png ctors, that hee may. Bur whar ifhee bee compelledto ſveare? I fay,that hee may and 
104.Sedquidfe. | MPN tO ſweare that hee knowes it not ; for that it is underſtood that he knowes1t not 
cet conſeſſor | beſides confeflion, and ſo hee ſweares true. But ſay, that the Judge or Prelate ſhallma- 
Kang pant 8 \lictoufly requireof him upon his oath, whether he know it in confeſſion or no, I anſwer 
&c.Reſpo»ds |CNat a man thus urged may fweare that hee knowes it not in confeſſion; for that 1t1s 


ſecundamonnes, | nderſtood, he knows itnot toreveale it, or ſo as he may tell : Who teachanddoe thus 
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quod ſic.Sed fae 


quod Index aur | 1 anothers caſe, judge what they would doe in their owne. O wiſe, cunning, and holy 


prelatw ex ma- | perjuries, unknowne to our fore-fathers ! 
l:tza exrgat a me 


jurenentun,es | A Religion, that allowesthe buyingand ſelling of fins, of Pardons, of ſoules: ſoas | 
ſciam in conf:f.| NOW Purgatory can have no rich men in ir, but. fooles and friendleffe : Devils are Tor- 


Re) (mn h | 
pn jm mentors there (asthemſelyes hold from many Revelations of Bede, Bernard, Carth#fian)|E 


f re: ſe :ſcire in| yet Men can command Devils, and mony can command men. 
confefſsone, quia 


pre@gtree Þ | A Religion, that relics wholly upon the infallibilitieof thoſe, whom yet they grant 
wſcive 2d reve-| have beene, and may bee monſtrous in their lives and diſpoſitions. How many of choſe 


eqn Foe heires of Peter (by confeſſion of their owne Records)by Bribes, by Whores, by Devis 
Her. $1404 poljit 


FI0g nave climed up intothat chaire ! Yer, to fay thatrhoſe men which are confeſſed to have 
given their ſoules tothe Devill, that they might be Popes, can erre,while they are 
Popes, 15 Herefie worthy of a ſtake, and of Hell. | E 
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}A/ ARecligion, tharhood-winkes the poore Laiciein forced ignorance.leſt they ſhould 
| | know Gods will, orany way to Heaven bur theirs ; ſo as millions of ſoules live no lefſe 
| | without Scripture, than asif there were none : that forbids {piricuall food as poyſon ; : 

| | and fetches Gods Book intothe Inquiſition. | 
| A Religion, that reaches men to worſhip ſtocksand ſtones, with the ſame honour 
chatis due to their Creator; which prafticeleſt ir ſhould appeare to her ſimple Clyents, 
| |how palpably oppoſice iris to the ſecond Commandement; they have diſcreet| y left 
| [outthoſe wordsof Gods Law, as ancedlefle illuſtration , in their Catechiſines and 
| | Prayer Books of the vulgar. 
A Religion, that utrecly overthrowes the true humanitie of Chriſt, while they give 
| |untoitten thouſand placesat once, and yerno place : fleſhand no fleſh, ſeyerallmem- 
| [berswithour diſtin&ion : a ſubſtance without quantity , andorher accidents ; or ſub- 


B| {tance and accidents that cannot be ſeene, felr,perceived. So chey make eithera monſter 
of their Saviour, or nothing. 


A Religion, that utterly overthrowes the perfe&tion of Chriſts ſatisfation : If all be 
; [ not paid, how hath he farisfied?If remporall puniſhments in Purgatory be yer due; how 
| | isallpaid? and ifrheſe muſt be paid by us, how are they ſatisfied by him? 
| | A Religion, that makes more Scriprures than ever Godand his ancient Church : and 
thoſe which it doth make, ſo 1mperiouſly obtrudesuponthe world , as if God himſelfe 

| | ſhould ſpeake from heaven:and while it thunders out curſesagainſt all chat will rot adde 

| theſe Books to Gods, regards not Gods Curſe, If any manſhall adde unto theſe things, 
| \ God ſhalladde unto him the plagues that are written in this Book. 
A Religion, whoſe Patrons diſgrace the true Scriptures of God with reproachfull 
termes, od1ous compariſons, imputatiqns of corruption and imperfettion ; and in fine 
C| pin their whole authority upon thefleeves of men. | 


A Religion, that eres a throne in the Conſcience toa meere man,and gives him ab- 


WA | 
S 
A 

| 


CC 


\ 


"a" : ag Pay1facit pro- 
| |folute powerto makea finne, todiſpenſe with it,to createnew Articles of Faith;and to |/e{atiorew ante 
impoſe th2m upon neceſlitie of Salyation. Canonizatio- 


| A Religion, that baffoules all Temporall Princes, making them ſtand bare-fouot ar 65; hy 
| | theirgreat Biſhops gate, lye at his foor, hold his ſtirrup , yea, their owne Crownes at | 9494/t conrrs 


his Courteſie, exempring all their Eccleſtafticall Subjzeas from their juriſdiction , and CENA Jock 


48 Catholicam,. 
(when they li{tall the reſt from their Allegiance. ike _ 


A Religion, that hath made wicked men Saints, and Saints Gods. Even by the con- pvp 
feſlion of Papifts, lewd and undeſerving men have leapr into their Calendar. Whence ir "Gala Paequs 
is, that the Pope before his Canonization of any Saint, makes ſolemne proteſtation, Kewaiads coge- 
har he intends not inthatbuſineſſe to doe ought prejudiciall to the glory of God or to | 1iyadun racy 
D] the Catholike Faith and Church : And once Sainted, they have the honour of Altars, | 42m contro /u2 

Temples, Invocations ; and ſome of them in a ſtile fit only for their Maker.I know nor  ponn = 

[ whether that bleſſed Virgin receive more indignitie from her enemiesthatdenie ker, | 

or theſe her flatterersthat detfie her. 

| | A Religion, thatrobs the Chriſtian hearcofall found comfort, whiles it teacheth ns, 

| |thatweeneither can nor ought to be affured of the remiſſion of our finnes, and of pre- 

| |ſenr grace, and future ſalvation ; That wee can never know whether we have received 

| |rherrue Sacraments ofGod, becauſe wee cannot know the intention of the miniſter, 

| without which they are no Sacraments. 

|. | A Religion,that rackes the conſcience withthe needlefle torture of aneceflary ſhrifr; 

| [wherein the vertue of abſolutiondependson the fulneſſe of confeſſion : and rhar, upon 
examination, and the ſufficiencie of examination is ſofullofſcruples(belides thoſe in- 


E| finite caſes ofunreſolved doubrs in this fained penance) that the poore foule never 
knowes when it 15 cleare. | 


A Religion. that profeſſes to be aBawd offinne ; whiles both (in practice)it tole- | 
ratesopen ftewes, and prefers fornication in ſome caſes to honourable Marrimonie, 
and gently blanches over the breaches of Gods Law, with the name of Venialls and fa- 
| | vourableritles of Diminurion : daring to affirme thar Veniall ſinnes are no hinderance | 
to a mans cleannefle and perfection. | 
A Cruell Religion , thar ſends poore infants remedileſly unto the eternal pong E | 
| nk A RSA = wie 
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Hell, for want of that which they could not live to defire: and frights fimple ſoutes 
with expectation of fained torments in Purgatory z not inferiour (for the time) to the 
flamesof the damned. How wrerchedly and fearefully muſt their poore Layicks need: 
die : for firſt, they are not ſure they ſhallnor goe to He!l ; and ſecondly they are farerg 
be ſcorched, ifthey ſhall goe toHeaven. CES 

| ARecligion, that makes nature vainly proud in being joyned by her, as cOPartner 
| with God, in ir ves our Salvation ; and idlely puffed up ina conceir of hex 
perfection, and abilitie to keepe more Lawes than God hath made. 

AReligion, that requires noother faith tojuſtifticationin Chriſtians, than may bee 
found in the Devils themſelves: who beſidesa confuſed apprehenſion, can aſſenr unto 
the Truth of Gods revealed will : Poperie requires nomore. 

A Religion, that in ſtead of the pure milke of the Goſpel! hath long fed her ſtaryed 
ſoules with ſuch idle Legends,as the Reporter can hardly deliver withour laughter,and 
their Abettors not here without ſhame and diſclamarion: the wiſer ſort of the Worlg 
read thoſe Stories on winter Evenings for ſport, which the poore credulous multitude! 
heares in their Churches, with a deyout aſtoniſhment- 

A Religion which (leſt ought ſhould bee here wanting to the Dodrine of De- 
vils ) makes Religious Prohibitions of meat, and difference of dyer ; ſaperſtici- 
ouſly preferring Gods workmanſhip to it ſelfe, and willivgly polluting what hee 
bath ſanftified. | 
| A Religion, that requires nothing but meere formalitie in our devorions;the worke 
wrought ſuffices alone in Sacraments,in Prayers:So the number be found in the Chap- 

pelet,there isno care of rhe affection ; as if God regarded not the hearr, bur therongue 
and hands,and while he underſtands us, cared little whether we underſtand our ſelves, 

A Religion, that preſiumpruouſly dares toalter and mangle Chriſts laſt Inſtitution; |C 
and ſacrilegiouſly rob Gods people of one halfe of that heavenly proviſien, which our 
Saviour left for his laſt and deareſt Legacie to his Church for ever ; asif Chriſts Ordi- 
nance were ſuperfluous, or any Shayeling could be wiſer than his Redeemer. 

A Religion, thatdepends wholly uponnice and poore uncertainties, and unproye- 
able ſuppoſals : that Pezer was Biſhop of Rome; that hee left any heires of his graces 
and fpirit ; or ifany, butone 1n a perperuall and unfaileable ſucceſſion at Rome; That 
hee ſo bequeathed hs infallibilitie to his chaire, as that whoſoever firs in ir, cangot but 
ſpeake true: that all which ſit where hee fate , muſt by ſome ſecret inſtin& fay as hee 
taught ; That what Chriſt ſaid to himabſolutely, ere ever Rome was thought of, muſt] 
|be referred, yea tryed tothat place alone, and fulfilled in it: That Lizws, or Clemens 

or Cletxs , the Schollers and ſuppoſed Succeffors of Peter, muſt bee preferred(inthe 
Headſhip.of the Church) to Toba the beloved Apoſtle then living : That hee whoſe|D 
life, whoſe pen, whoſe judgement,whole keyes may erre , yet in his Ponrificall chairs 
cannot erre: That the Golden Line of this Apoſtolicall Succeſſion, in the confuſion 
of ſo many, long, deſperate Schiſmes,ſhamefully corrupt Uſurpations, and Intruſions, 
yeelded Herefies, neirher was, nor can bebroken. Denie any of theſe, and Poperie 1s 
|no Religion. Oh the lamentable hazard of fo many Millions of poore ſoules that ſtand 

upon theſe ſlipperie termes, whereof if any bee probable, ſome are impoſſible ! Oh mi- 
ſcrable groundsof Popiſh faith, whereof the beſt can haye burthis praiſe, that perhaps 
it may berrue | 

A Religion , that hath bin oft dyed inthe bloud of Princes : that in ſome caſes, tea- 
ches andallowes Rebellion againſt Gods Anointed; and both ſubornerth Treaſons, and 
exculcs, pities, honors, rewards the actors. . 

A Religion, that over-loades mens conſciences with heayy burdens of infinite unne= 
ceſſary Traditions; farmore than ever Moſes commented upon by all the Jewiſh Ma- 
ters ; Impoſing them with nolefſe authoritie,and exafting them with more rigor,than 
any of rhe royall lawes of their Maker. 2. BH 
A Religion that coozens the vulgar with nething but ſhadowes of Holineſſe, in Pilgr1- 
mages, Proceſſions,offerings, Holy-water, Latine Services, Images, Tapers,rich Veſtures, 
gariſh Altars, Croſſes, Cenſings, and a thouſand ſuch like(fit for Children and Fooles ) \ 


robbing themin the meane rime of the ſound and plaine helpsof true pietie and _ 
t10N, - : 
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— —— mmm rg OR ONE IS FROITRSGES 
 eA ſerious Diſſaaſroe from Popery. 


A Religion, that cares not by what wilfull falſhoods ic maintaines a part : as Wickliffes 
blaſpnemie,. Luthers advice from the Devill, Tizdal; communitie, Calvirs tained 


Miracle, and blaſphemous death , Zyxcezrs necke broken, Bezazs revolt. the bialt- \ 


ingot Hugaz2no:s, Englands want of Churches and Chriſtzndome ; Queene Elizabeths 
anwomunineſſe, her Epiſcopall Juriſdiction , her ſecrer fruicfulnefle ; Englith Ca-| 
cholixecaſt in Beares skins tro Doggs , Pleſſes ſhamefull overthrow , Garnets Straw 
che Lutaerans Ovblcene night-revels, Scories drunken ordination in aTaverae; the Edi& | 
of our Gratious King Iames { Anno 87.) for theeſtabliſhmenr of Poperie , our caſting 
the Cruſts of our Sacramentto Doggs , and ten thouſand of this nature , maliciouſly 


raiſed and defendedagainſt knowledge and conſcience, for rhe diſgrace of thoſe whom 
they would have hated, ere knowne. 


A Religion, that in the conſcience of her owne untruth,goes about to falſific and de- 


| what ſpiricuall phrenſte hath uyertaken you,that you can findz no beautie, bur in this | 


| yee Heavens beeaſtonicd ar this, bee afraid and utterly confounded, faith the Lord;for 


— 


ro foiſt in Gibeonirith witneſſes of their owne forging : and leaves nothing unattemp- 
red againſt Heaven or Earth, that might advantage her fati22, and diſable her jinno- 
cent Adverlarie : Loe, this is your choice. If the zeal of your lofe hve made mee 
ſharpe , yet not malicious, nor falſe; God is my Record, I have not (to knowledge) 
charged you with the leaſt antruth : andif I have wronged, accuſe me : and if Icleare 
not my ſelfe, and my challenge, ler me be branded for a Slanderer. Inthe meane ine, | 


Monſter of Errors?Ir is to you, and your fellowes, that God ſpzakes by his Prophet : O 


my people hath committed two eyils, they have forſaken me, the Fountaine of living| 
Waters, to digge them pits, even broken pits, that can hold no water : what ſhall be the 
Iſle? Et t# Domine,deduces eos in puteum imteritus : Thou,O God, ſhalrbring them downe 
into the pit of deſtruction. If you will thus wilfully leave God, there I muſt leave you : 
But ( if you had not rather dye) returne, and faveone ; returne to God, returne to his 
Truth, rerurne to his Church: your bloud be upon my head, if you periſh. 
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AN ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE READER. 


He Reader may pleaſe to take notice,that in the former Edition there was ad. 

ded unto this Diſcourſe, aiuſt Volume of above three hundred Comradifti- 

ons and diſſentions of the Romiſh Doftors,under the name of The Peace of 
Rome ; which becauſe it was but a colleFion out of B:llarmine and Navar, and no 
otherwiſe mine, but as a Gatberer and tranſlator , I have here thought good to 
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Preſent unto thee ( deare, and holy 
Mother)this poore unworthy token of 
my love and loyaltie; the not ſo plea- 
ſing, as true report of thy future bro1- 
les. How muchgladder {ſhould 1 have 
beene (1t thy Spouſe had ſo thought 
200d) to have beene the meſſenger of 
thy Peace and ſecurine! But ſince he 
great, and wiſe Moderator of al things, hath thought aPalme 
fitter for thee , than an Qhlive ; it 1s for thee to thinke of vi-| 
tory, notofreſt: i hou ſhalt once triumph inheaven , and 
reſt for all. but in the meane time, here 1s nothing to be lJookt 
for, but ambuſhes,skirmiſhes, tumults : And how cheere- 
fully muſt thou needs both beare and overcome all oppoſitt- 
das , thatare not more ſure ofthe neceſc1tie of thy warfare, 
than of the happineſle of thy ſucceſle whileſt thou ſeeſt tht 
| lelortous Husband, not only the leader of this field, but amoſt 
juſt, and mercifull Crowner of thy Conqueſt. Certainly, 
it 15 as unpoſs|ble for thee to miſcarry, as to ſitſtill, and. 
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not fight: Behold , all the forces of heaven and earth con. 
ſpire , and rejoyce to come voluntaries unto this holy warre 
of thine, and promiſe thee a moſt happie iſſue : addreſſe thy 
ſelfe therefore(as thou art wont) couragiouſlly to this worke 
| of God:Butremember,firſt,to nquire(as thou doſtJof Ale: 
Spare no teares to thy deſperate Siſter,(now thine enemte) 
and calling heaven and earth to witneſle , upon thy knee 
beſeech and intreat her,by her owne ſoule,and by the deare 
bowels of Chriſt, by thoſe precious drops of his bloudy ſweat 
by that common price of our eternal redemption, that ſhe 
would at the laſt returne to her ſelfe, and that good dif. 
poſition, which ſhee hath now too long abandoned tha 
ſhee would forbeare, any more, (as | feare ſhee hath! 
hitherto wilfully done) to fight againſt God : but if ſhee 
{hall till perſiſt to ſtop her cares againſtthee , and to har. 
den herſelfe in rebellion againſt her God forget (ifthou 
canſt) who ſhee once was, and flie mercileſly upon this 
daughter of Belial,that vaunts herſelfe proudly 1n the glory 
of her munition , Goe,ſmite,deſtroy,conquer,and reigne,as 
the worthy partner of thine husbands T hrone : For mee, | 
{hall in the meane time bee as one of thy rude Trumpets, 
whoſe noiſe thall both awaken thy courage unto this ſpiri- 
tuall battell,and whoſe joyfull gratulations ſhall after thy 
| rich ſpoiles, applaud thine happie returne 1n the day of thy 
| victory, 
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George Caſſander, 
A LEARNED PAPTST, 
AND GRAVE DIVINE; 


That by two ſeverall Emperors, Fer v1 a vn v, and 


MAXIMILIAN, was ſcton worketo compolc theſe 
quarrels of the Cuuncu. 
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In his conſultation, Pag.5f, & 57. 
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———mxv/ Et { cannot denie , but that in the beginning, 
[NG 7 / Ws many out of agodly zeale and care,were driven| 
E211 to a ſbarpe and ſeuere reproofe of certaine ma- 
0/2 I | nifeſt abuſes ; and that the principal cauſe of thu 
© SEO +) calamit),C? diſtrattion of the Church gs ts belaid| 
L7e 0555200255 Ul ypon thoſe , Which being puffed up with a vaine 
mnſolent conceit of their Ecclefraſticall power , proudly and jcorn- 
| fully contemned and rejefted them, which did rightly and modeſtly | 
admoniſh ther reformation : wherefore my opinion # , that the- 
( burch can neuer hope for any firme Peace , unleſſe they make the 
beginning, which hane given the cauſe of the diflraftion : that 1s, un- 
leſſe thoſe which are in place of Eccleſiaſtical Gouernment, will bee 
content 10 remit ſomething of their too much rigor,and yeeld ſome-| 
| bat to the Peace of the ([hurch; and hearkening unto the earneſt 
Prayers and 2Admonitions of many godly men,will jet themſelves 10| 
correct manifeſt abuſes according tothe rule of Divine Scriptures, | 
and of. the ancient ('hurch from which they have ſwerued. 
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Sscr 1. 


The ſlate of the now Remats Church. 


Peg ERE 15 none queſtion doth fo racke the minds ofimen 
Fe) | at this day , as this of the Clyech : The infancie of the 
WW, Church was ſore and long vexed with herefies of an higher 
nature concerning GOD, concerning Chriſt , which (tl! 
ſtrooke at the. head; but her vigorous and hoary ape is ex- 
WON lo} crciled with aflighter quarel!, concerning our ſelves; which 
4 DJ $211; yetrailethup the greater broiles every where , by how much 
EL EASPYg. every man naturally loves himſelfe, more than God. Not 
| 1 IO nu IIS} to meddle with any ,forren queſtions of this nature : Too 
many ſeeme unto .mee to.nu{-conceive the ſtate of our Charch, and the Rowiſh, as if 


oe 5o © o© © © © , 
4EIFz N mpr>ifi 
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ſeyercd in time, and place, like ro Babylozand Hieruſalem, or thoſe two famous Cities, 
oppoſed in S. Auſtias learned diſcourſe; Hence are thoſe idle demands of ſome ſmar- | 
tering Queſtioniſts ; Where our Church hath thus long hid ir ſelfe > What yeere and 
day it cametolight? In which age that other Church loſt it ſelfe > Why we have with- | 
drawne our felvesno further from them ? What is become of onr forefathers 2-Which | 
D| was the religion of the former world? From hence have thoſe ſharpe and rigorous 

| | cenſares pafſed on both fides; whether of noveltie, or of the deſperate condition of 
thoſe ſoules which have departed out of our owne way. Alas | what monſters both of 
opinions and queſtions have riſen hence ; and have vexed not their owne Authors on- | 
ly(for the Delphik Oracle ſad well , It 1s fita man ſhould have, as he doth :)bur toge- 

therwichthem, the-whole Churchof God? How many ſilly ſoules have fplicted upon 
chisrocke, which had never needed any votive monument of their wracke, if they had 
but learned to hold noother difference betwixtus and Aome. than muſt needs bee gran- 
tedhetwixt a Church miſerably corrupted, andhappily purged ; berwixr a ſickly, lan- 
eviſhed, and dying-Church, and one that 1s healthfull, ſtrong,and flouriſhing. Neither 
therefore did that YelJus of France!, nor Wicklzffe of England , nor Hieroz of Pragne, 
nor Luther of Germany, ever gocabout to frame anew Church ro themſelves, which 
wasnots bur only endeyaured (not without happy fiicceſle)tocleanſe, ſcoure, reſtore, 
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they had beenealwayes two; as if from their firſt foundations they had beene ſenfib! y | 
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G.Caſſand i de 
con[ull. Art. 7. 
Ex articulo hoc 
de Eccleſia, om- 
ns bec aiſtia- 
(to, que hodie 
eſt m repuvlica 
Chriſtana,origt- | 
Rem duct, 
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[reforme that Charch which was, from chat filthy ſoile, both of diſorder, andertours, 
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itians to heale, than patents to beget a Church: Andthe ſame have we carefully done, 


aliketousas itwias of od to Hierome )with EmemtIurm , Rhoghum , Alexandria <(avethar 


wherewith it was ſhamefully blentiſhed. All theſerather defiredto bee accountedPhy- | 


ever ſince. and dve ſeriouſly, and ingermonſly profefle of onr ſelves this day Ame is } 
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tle: What Church ſoeyer God ſhall call daughter,we will cal] 11 ſter:;$& {o we ofely may 
How many honeſt,& chaſte matrons have we known, that have bin aſhamedof a lewd 


ſiſter, andhaveabhorred filthinefſe in one of theirowne bloud? So it farethnow wich 


us : Rome is overgone with Hereſfie, with Idolatry ; Let her praCtiſe her whoredome a; 


1 home byherſelfe; It was not for us with the ſafegard of our honeſty, to dwel with 


ſuch apartner. Not onely her wickednefſe, hath thruſt us out, but her violence : Wee 
yeeld therefore,and ſorrowfully complaine with the Prophet, How is the fairhfull Ci. 
tiebecomean Harlot ! It was full of Judgement ; and Juſtice lodged therein ; bir now 
it is full of murderers: Thy filver is become drofle,and thy wine is brewed with warer. 
Away with the imperious name of a mother : Wee are allthe fame Church (by the 
vertue of our outward vocation) whoſoever all the world over worſhip Jeſus Chriſt 
the onely Sonne of God, and Saviour of the world, and profeſſe the fame common 
Creed : ſome of us doe this more purely, others more corruptly ; In the meanetime 
wee areall Chriſtians, but ſound Chriſtians wee arenot : But how harſhly doth this 
ſoundto a weake Reader, and more than ſeemes to need reconciliation with it ſelfe 
thatthe Church ſhould bee one, and yetcannotbee reconciled? certainly yer ſoit is: 
The dignitie of the outward forme (which comprehends this unity in it ſelfe) ayailes 
nothing to grace, nothing to ſalvation, nothing to the ſoundnefle of dodrine : The 
net doth not ſtraight make all to be fiſh, that it hath dragged togerher ; yee ſhall finde 
in it vils weeds,and whatſoever elſe that deyouring Element hath diſgorged. 

The Church is atonce one in reſped& of the common principles of faith; and yer 
in reſpect of conſequences,and thatrabble of Opinions which they have raked toge- 
ther,fo oppoſed.that it cannatby any glew of concord (as Cyprian ſpeakerh) nor bond 
of unity, beconjoyned : That which Rowe holdswith us, makes 1t a Church; That 
which it obtradesupon us, makes it hererticall ; The truth of principles makes it one, 
theerrour and impiety of additions makes it trreconcihiable. Neither doth this late 
and ſpurious brood of traditions more oppoſe us, than it doth thoſe yery Principles 
ofReligion whichthe Authors themſelves defire to eſtabliſh:Looke on the face there- 
fore of the Roman Church, ſhee is ours, and Gods ; Looke on her backe, ſhee isquite 
contrary, Antichriſtian : More plainly ; tor it 1s no difputing in Metaphors, as Cl- 
en: (aid well : Remedoth both hold the foundation, and deſtroy it ; ſhe holds it di- 
re&ly, deſtroyes it by conſequent : In that ſhe holds it, ſheeisa true Church, howlo- 
everimputed; In thatſhee deſtroyes it (what-ever ſemblance ſhee makes of pictie, 
and holinefſſe) ſhee 1s a Church of malignants : If ſhe did altogether hold it ſhee ſhould 
be ſound and Orthodox: If altogether ſhe deſtroyedit, ſhe ſhouldbo either no Church, 


or devilliſh, but now that ſhe profefſesro hold thoſe things dire&ly, which, by inte- | 
rence of her conſequences, ſhee cloſely overthrowes, ſhee is a truly vifible Church, 


but an unſound. In what ſhe holds the principles, we embrace her ; in what ſhee de- 
ſtroyes them, we pitie hererrour,and hate her obſtinacie. | 

. The common bond of Chriſtianitie never ties us tofavour grofle errors, ſomuch as 
with ſilence ; there is noſach ſlavery in the dearename ofa ſiſter, that it ſhould binde 
us to giveeither aid, or countenance to lewdnefſe : Have no ſuch fellowſhip (faith 
Saint Pa#l) but rather reprove : Sowe have done, both modeſtly, and earneſtly ; The 
ſame is befalneus,which befell the blefſed Apoſtle; wee are becometheir enemies, for 
telling rhe truth. : 

| Behold now weare thruſt out of doore:; ſpet upon. railed at, and when opportunity 
ſerves,perſecured with moſt curious torments;And (leſt any miſchiefe ſhould be wan- 


ting)obſtinacie is now atlaſt added untoerror: and acruell rage ariſing from impati- | 


ence; and now their wickedneſſe began topleaſe them the more, becauſe it diſpteaſed 
us.And what ſhould we now doe, in ſuch acaſe ; we the deſpiſed; and rejected Patrons 
ofthis ſpiritual! chaſtity ? To ler fall ſo juſt a cauſe, wee might not ;; unlefſe we would 
caſt off that God, whochallenges this plea for onely his. To yeeld;and give in, were 00 


| other, than tobetray thetruthof God,and dame our owne foules; No courſe remaines 


bur this one, (and here's our onely ſafety) withall our courage, and skill, to oppoſe 
the wicked Paradoxes, and Idolatrous praftices of the Romiſh Church, till either ſhe 
beaſhamedofher ſelfe,or repent thatever ſhe was. TEN 
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No Peace with Rome ; 


Sxcr. IL. 
The Commodities aud Conditions of peace. 
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ſachas ſcarce ſavoureth of the earth : Neither didthe Hebrewes by any other | 74446 
terme chooſe rather toexpreſſe all happineſſe, and perfe&tion of living: Neither [w :, 2:7 
is there any thing,which the Angels did more gladlycongratulate unto men, or which |* 
| Chriſt did more carefully bequeath,or the Apoſtles more earneſtly enjoyne ; Howoft, |: ©, £8. 
and how vehemently doth the Spirit intreatand command usto have peace ? But this |£uc.x-:4. 
| (thou faicft) is every mans wiſh, to have peace; but, what if peace wyll not be had? Loe | 60 
then, Saint Tzmes charges us to make peace, by our endeyours, by-our patience. Once |: we. Lt, 
B! made, and had, what if it willnotſtay with us? Then Saint Paw/bids to follow thoſe _ pity, | 
| chings which concerne peace : What if it willneeds away and hideit ſelfe? yet then "4 
Saint Petey commands to follow, and inquire after it. What it once found, ir refuſe | : 2e:.3.u. 
to come, as Abrabams ſervant preſuppoſed of Rebeccz?Eventhen ſtudy to be quier, faith 
Saint Pawl; or as the word implies, be ambitious of Peace: Soletrhe Author of Peace | rheſſa.ur 
love us, as we love Peace. Whois: there that would not rather with with Coſtaztine Wet 
aiet daies, and niyhrs free from care and vexation? It was a ſpeech worthy of an Em- aa rning 
 perour,and a Chriſtian, thar fell from To7iarns about that quarelous libell of the Mace- | 73 FAC, 
donians, T hate contention; andrhoſe thar are inclined to concord, I love, and re- 
| VETENCE. 
Our adverſaries would make us beleeye they profefle and defireno leffe, with an 
equall zeale of charitie,and agreement. God bee Judge berwixr us both; and whether- 
ſoeyer perſiſts to hate peace, let him periſh from the face of God, and his holy Angels: | 
Yea (that this imprecation may be needleſſe) he isalready periſhed; For(as Cyprias ac- Cypr. de ſemplic. 
cording to his wont, gravely) they cannot come to the reward of peace, whichhave broken the |'; 8 _ 
Peace of God vith'the fury of nies: And ſurely what bur the flames of hell can deter- | niurcerire ws 
mine the ambirion of theſe fiery and boyling ſpirits ? Baſ/obſerves well that Gods fire _ qa pe- | 
oavelight and burnednot; contranly,the fire of hellburneth without light; andthere- ade foes E 
fore is well worthy of thoſe, who deſpiſing the light of truth, delight chemſelves in | 74rax:. 
theflamesof contentions. Thoſeare the true haters of Peace, which do wilfully patro- | 48: 
nize errors contrary to the Chriſtian faith. Solongas we muſt dwell by theſe Tents of 
Kedar,wee ſhall roojuſtly complaine with the Pſalmiſt, I love peace, but in themeane 
while they are bent to warre. And as for us, which profeſſe our ſelves the ingenious 
clienrs ofPeace; ſince wee muſt needs fight, it is not forus to doe nothing ; For that 
blefſed Quire of Angels, before their Peace upon earth, wellſung, Glory to Godinthe| Lug, 
higheſt heavens ; and Saint Tames deſcribes the wiſedome of God to bee firſt pure, then| 723-174 | 
peaceable. And that chofen veſſel} implies no leſſe, when to hischarge of Peace, hee 
addes, If it bee poſſible. That is asimpoſlible to every good man, which oughtnotto| ©; awany, 
be done;as that which cannot bee done,neither indeed(as the rule of Lawyers runnes); Rom. 13.18. 
can we be ſaid to beable to do thar, which we cannot honeſtly do.God(taith $8.Pal)is 
 northe Authorof confuſion, but of Peace. It js a wicked peace, it 15no peace, that ne- 
ceſfarily breeds confuſion. Thar Peace is worthy ofadefiance, which proclaimes war; 


with God; And I would toGod, that peace which Rowe either can performe or dare 


s 


promiſe, were ofany better, ofany other nature. 7 : 
 Wellthen ; Let it be our preſent take, carefully to diſcuſſe Saint Pauls condition 
| of Poflibility ; and teach how vaineit is, tohope that atrue, holy, and ſafe peace” can 
| \heeither had or maintained with our preſent Romaniſts; whether we regard theaverfe 
| and {mbborne diſpoſition of the one (ide,orthenature of the matters controverted, 
E| or laſtly.the impoſſibility of thoſe means,wherby any reconciliation may be wrought: 
| |Theſethree ſhall be the limits, wherein this our, not unprofitable, nor yet unfeaſonable; 


| 


| worke, hall ſifferit ſelfe robe bounded. | 


B E aurteur L is thename of Peace (4s H#aryſpeaketh) and truly ſacred ;and |aitar<ir-4 cat. 
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| art 36. Cal: JLI/P 


| 


Sacy.Cee.le1, 


Bellar. demots 
Eccleſ.l 4:C.9: 
Nota Sexta ſic 
accnſ-Luth, Cal- 
| Brent.Bellargtb. 
Reapſa Caluini- 
2's in Anglia 
unulier quedam 
eft ſranmus (a- 


——— 


cer dos, Bellare 
Ailtlo 153%» 
Teſle Surts aprud 
Be[l.!.g.de Chro. 
thid þereſ.16. 
Zuingl.% Bur. 
Ibid. A er.9. 
Calu.l 4 laſtit, 
car.ſcct.7 Aug. 
Confeart-7.1bid 
H (8, {u'b. 


2.C.3.:hid 
Her el. 10, 
Hareſ.6.cit.Cal, 
Inf 4.19. | 


apud Bellar. 


Duerwelig Ib. | 


Y No Peace with Rome. 


Sscr. IIL | 
The 0bſtzpate end adverſe diſpoſetion of the Romaniſts. 


Ndas for the firſt, Iſappoſewee need not labour much. Indeed, God canes. 
fily make the Wolfe to dwell with the Lambe , and the Leopard to lodge with 
theKid. How eaſieis itfor him, ſotoſoften the adamantine hearts ofme 

by bathing themin the bloud of rhat immaculate Lambe, that they ſhould melting 
pure love! but, as the timesnow are, it would bee no lefle miraculous,to finde a Popiſh 
heart truly charicable tous, thanto ſeethe Lyons fawningupon Daxzel. Even where 
there is {trife abour indifferent things, there1sneceſfarily required aconfpiring ofthe | 
minds of them which would bee reconciled : neitheris it enough, that one ſideiscon. 
rent , together with armes, to lay downe hatred ; and how will our Xomarifts endure 
this? Surely that hatred of Ezeocles to his brother, or that of Vatinins, is but meere 
lovetothis of Papiſts. Alas ! when, and where,are wee not ſpet upon, asthe moſt de. 
ſperately hereticall enemies of the Church? Rowe admits Jewes into her boſome, from 
whoſe hands their Popes holinefſe diſdains not toreceive the booke of the Law of Gag. 

bar Proteſtants ſhe may notendure: That which Socrates complaines as injuriouſlydone 
by Theodoſinsa Grecian Biſhop againſt the very Macedonian Heretickes , is daily done by 
them againſt us; No Arrians, no Cirrumcellion hereticks were ever more cruell:and theſe 
idle Fablers in the meane time flander us to the world, as guiltie ofthe fame ount- 
ragious proceedings againſt them. What hereſie 15 there in alltimes, whichthat 
RomuleanWoſlte , and her bawling Clientsare not wont ro caſt upot us? One while 
wee are the Schollers of $7770» Magus, becauſe wee doe but once mention Grace 
and Salvation: for what haye wee elfe to. doe with that wicked Sorcerer? Another 


are. Pepazians that aſcribe too much to women; then wee are Orzzesifts for holdin 

the Image of God ra b= defaced in man : then contrarily Proclieas for holding the ſinne 
of concupiſcence notenough defaced : Mne while weare the followers of $9belius, be- 
cauſe I thinke we hved in the ſameage with Sernetw;another while of Extiches, becauſe 
wee? livedin the time of Swinckfeldizs ;For what buſineſſe have wee ever hadelſe with 
thoſe branded Herericks? Wee are Pelagians one while, for holding the wages of 
finne to bee death; then wee are Dozatifts for admitting none but the juſt into the 
Church ofthe elect : ſomtimes weeare Mazichers for denying Free-will ; ſtraight, wee 
are Arriansfor refuling traditions; then Novatiazs for taking away penance; another | 
while we are Zriansforrejetingoblations for the dead,and faſtings : then 10nianifts, 


cltming the adoration of reliques; of Neſtorizs, for diſliking the afſeveration ofthe 
Sacramenrall bread: now w2.are Feziter, for demoliſhingof Images; then we are Lam- 


oo  E . 
 v&fh:i5 v2 4 


| 


pettans:; for dilallowi ng the ſervitude of idle yowes. It matters not whether the foule 
mourh of char hired ftrumpet accuſe Timethews the Pregbyter,or Athanaſies the Biſhop, 


B 


| white we are fetcht from the curfed ſchoole of Ewnomins, for that wee attribute roo |C 
muchto Faith ; and yet no morethan that holy Hereticke Saint Paw. One while wee 


for not allowing aflippery and vaniſhing Faith; the followersof 73g#antins , for dil- D 


— _ 
m——._ 7 = l 


# 224i {0 chat tome body be ſmitten; Ir matters not what be ſpoken, ſo itbe malicious: That 
Boos:arpre | Is fully: telolvedof,, which Nazzanzen hath; No man: ſhall hold in thereincs of ario- | 
[ated ag rogand lawlcffe rongue:: for (as. Hirrom faith well Jit isthe paſtime :of the wickedro 
tees advert fland er the good: That therefore, which was the ſolennite faſhion of the Lindians, never | | 
Hier. | toxfo ſervice totheir Hermles yithoutiratling,the ſame is too ordinary with rheſe pub- 
[_ rata lice eraldsof our parience : Our daily fornace (as Auftes ſpeakes wittily) is our adver- 
verſerimim | Ares tongue: How eaſily might herennlode wholecarts ofreproches , that have bin 
Pages fi | h-apeclrozether by the ſcarrilons paraſites of Rowe? Whatriversofbloud , what bon- | x | 
i 0 LIAN mr eat ren yen pr ? All theſe the world rotonck a0 | 
'An1, F 1:04 | Cres TOO MICH : Anaras for ts OIC TIQNC J ) -natured men which WOou q needs 
Modreviaus: yandertaketo beethe ſticklers of theſe ſtrifes, RS Caſmker b Frichis, the Inmterimiſts ; and | 
rep Exames that nameleſſe Apologiſt of the Frexth, how ill have they ſpedon both parts? With 
Mk 54s & whom irhathnooth erwiſe fared, me thinkes, than with ſome ſound ſhepheard , that | 
es, thruſts himſclfe berwixt two furious Rammesrunning together in their full ſtrengtÞ) | 
ns Ser : | Wer: : 


NoTeace with Rome. | 1 60 "1 


Al and abides the ſhocke of both; Neither may it ever ſucceed better to theſe kinde | 
Philſiims, which will be bringing this Arkeof God intothe houſe of Dagox. And for | _ 
us, fince we muſt needs be put toit,we ſhall not here(as it often fallsour in other quar= | 
rells) itrivetoour lofſe. Abraham fared wellby the difſentions of Lot ; all themilke and 
hony of whole Palefzze herenpon befell to him; whereofhee ſhould elſe have ſhared 


but the halfe : Doubtlefle theſe contentions( through the goodnetfe of God) ſhall en- ” 
richns witha greatincreaſe buth of Truth andGlory. | 


' 
| ; 


| Section I'V | 
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| 
That the Confeſ5701 of the ſame Creed is not with them efficient for Peace. | 


BI Y I isnot Caſſardrs ſpeech onely , butevery wiſe and honeſt mans, that the Creed | 2ib.de offi. boni | 
|: the commone cognizance of our faith; and we alldoe withone voyce willingly |'* 
ptofeſſe 1t. Surely Theodoret, when hee wouldby a favourable reportallay the bitter 
contentions of thoſe ancient Chriſtians of Antioch, writes thus : Both parts (ſaith he ) | 
made one and the ſame confeflion oftheir faith; for both maintained the Creed ofthe | 
Nicez Councel! ; And yet this poſition is ſpightfully handled by Cardinall Bel armine, | oi bibs: 
and can ſcarce draw breath ſince his laſt ſtripes : Whar care wee (faith hee ) tor the F 
| ſame Creed? Faithisnor inwords, burtin theſenſe : Andindeed, I remember, what | 3*1:detaieis lib, 
| Ruffinus reports done by Arrizs. That worthy Conftantine had charged him towrite |**** 
 whar faith hee held; he delivered hima Creed, in words, ours; in ſenſe, his owne and 
how right his wicked brood tooke after theirfather,in the ſuing times of the Church, 
let Hiſtories witnefſe: ſure I am , whoſoever ſhall read the Creeds of their ſeverall 
| Sets ,; ſhall hardly ferch our any thing, which an Orthodox Cenſurer would thinke - | 'Efsxornav.” 
worthy ofreproofe : How oft doe they yeeld Chriſt to bee God, yca,GodofGod; and | M9559 
yer perfidioul]y reſerve to themſelves; in the meane time, that abſurd conceic;Thar he 
was created, ex zozentibus! As therefore Severianusthe Syrizn in Theodoret, (Pake Greeke 
45 4 Grecian, but pronounced it ikea $5zz4az: ſothere may be many , which may ſpeake | 
cruths , but pronounce them hererically : For all Hereſies ( ſaith 17ezexs ) talke of one DES 4 
God, but marre him with their miſconceits; yea, for the moſt partall Hereſies (ſaith | 10g Triiratem 
Chyſclogus) ſer a face ofthe Trinirie; To lictle purpoſe ; It was not ill fayd of Gratias, WEOEy _ 
thatno man is to care for words, ſince tharnot the mcaning ſhould ſerve the words, | pecr.22.9 5; 
but the words rather the meaning ; Let us grant all this, and more; Let it be ſaid of the | #maze. 
Creed. as Terome ſaid of the Booke of 7ob, that every word abounds with ſenſes: 
There is no Divine Word ( as Tert#l/iaz ſpeaketh wiſely ) fo diffolate and defuſed, 
that onely the words may be defended, and not the true meaning of the words ſor | 
D] downe. To put the Cardinall our of this needlefſ> feare, The proper and narive ſenſe of 
| | rhe Creed may be ferchrt out ; & I adde yet morce/excepr but thar one Article of Chriſts = 
Deſcenſion into Hell, which Ruffizzs confeſſes he con!d not find, either m the Roman, 
or Eaſterne Creeds) is openly confefled on both parts : And yerfor all this, wee are 
neyer the neerer to peace : Forfrom theſe common Principlesof Faith, rhe ſubtle 
device of Hererica!l praviry hath fercht ſtrange and erroneous conſequences, which b 
their ſonhiſticall and obſtinate handling, are now improved into Hereſies, and dare } . 
now threaten not onely oppoſition, but death unto thoſe very principles, from which | 
they arc rayſed:Of this kind are the moſt of thoſe Komzh opinions,which weundertake | 
to cenſure in this Diſcourſe, | OTE 
Bur, if by theuniverſall conſent of all, it ſhouldappeare that both word and ſenſe are 
intire ; that both theprinciples, and neceffarie concluſions thence deduced, are undenj- 
E| ably ſound : yet ( faith Bllarmine there can bee no peace with Lutherans. Let all the MTS: 
| World know this,and wonder,OurKing ( beitſpokento the envie ofthoſe which can- | pax cum Luthe- 
| |notemulate him, an incomparable Divine fora Prince, yea,a Prince of Divines,a King Tank. De Leif 
ofmen,and a wonder of Kings, mighty buth with his Scepter,and his pen)goingabout TRIES 
in tharlegrned and ponderous Diſcourſe tocleere himſelfe fromrheaſperſion of Here- 
 \fie,which that foule hand had unworthily caſt upon him,profeſſes ſolemnly and holily, 
that whatſoever is contained eyther in the Sacred Scriptures, or the three famous | 


| | _ Creeds, | 
Lane goin foi A FRG 
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Creeds, or the four firſt generall Councels, that hee unbraces with both armes.thar Hee A 


| proclaimes for His Faith ,that He will defend with his Tongue, with his Pen, with His | | 


[2 ;refat as | Sword, in that hee will both live and die. 
Imper. & Prmt- 
| 


Yea, bur this is not enough, ſaith that Great Amtagovift of Pririces; For there are other 
| points of fairh wherewith religion is now of late times inlarged, as Franſubſtantiation, | 
| B20. refþ. ad Re- Purgatory, the Popes Primacie (a whole doozen of thete goodiy Articles hath the 71. 


a ag ded from her ſeven Hils, to the Martian Plaines, that lye below them ; or, that the 
Euſeo, Hiſt. 1. 3. 


46 {pightfull Heathens of old( a3 Evebins reports) turned the Sacred Monument of the | | 

| 4%110,6x | Tombeof Chriſt,into the Temple of their Venus: Whata cloud of witneſſes have wee 
he: com-Henr of this noted decay ofthar Church? yea, witnefſes of their owne. Tobeginne wirhthe 

| Token.llhyric, . © et DRE 

Proch - "of other Sex. Hzldegardis a Nunne, and a famous Propheteſfe of her time, accuſes the A- 

ritzs.8:ig, | POſtolicall Order, of the urter extinguiſhing of Rel 19100 , 


Prefiua Revela.) Mand., who lived in the ſame Age, cenſures 
*4m01370. | Chriſtianfaith z and both of them, 
Revel lac 41. | reitly propheſied of thisReligiou 
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amongſt them. Matilds, or 
them for common Apoſtafie from the 
by ſome extraordinary Revelation, cleerely and di- 


cruciare, imo = sand Holy reſtauration of the Church , which our |E} 
erucifgrreele. | JayEs Iceaccompliſhed. | 


ern anim. Saint Briezt, the Foundrefle of the Order of Sa 
C. 


Pope V7bay, {tickesnot to reach openly in her writi h 

7 TOY 2 ngs - that the Pope doth torment, 

Greer in Fa _—_ » -, e Ns - nan Aa boldly foetelsgha all h's F lowess, and Abet- | 
_. ors,and whole Clerpie ſhall bee cut off, and that his Sea ſh into thebot- 

rages bo | tome of Hell; and this ſhedoth Shall inke Gawne into the 


ſo tartly and vehemently, that the Romaniſts of thoſe 
RE : t1mes 
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WOAHL08 gem. Nonſati® \ Jentine Councell created, in this decayed age of the World, leſt the Farhers of 7:44, | | 
WOTIRAN Ten foghts- | ſhouldſeeme to come ſhort ofthe Apoſtles, andthe Pope of Chriſt)any parcell whers. | 
(UaH3b if | dum larecipe- | of, whoſoever ſhall preſume to call into queſtion, 18 an Hererike preſently, and ſmelsof| | 
WM [ofunrecyre | the Faggot:and how ordinarily is that layd in every diſh > chat hee cannorbeeamem; 
[1 800 rg; admittere | ber of the Church, which withdrawes his obedience from their Pope, the Headof the 
{3 IINTE | {e dicit, pag-89. | Chyrch. Neyther is that any whit milder, which G7atzazcites from Pope Nicho!as tho 
(OLERL i: 137 | p mp6, nog vg Second ; Whoſoever gocsabout to infringe the privilege of the Rowap Church,orde- t 
Wk fine Squittamen | ropates from her Authotitie, 15an Heretike. | $2 44 
15 ANAND IR en Burthar is yet well worſe which the allowed Table ofthe Decree hath peremptorily 
1.1; ARG fere.BelLrefþ.1d| broched, W hoſoever obeies not the Popes Commandement, incurrs the fin of Ido'a- 
| \7 HY Regen, Fre 9. | try;Or(as Gregory the Seventh, from whom G74tian would ſeeme toborrow this, which 
0.0 TORE FHERY yer isnot to be foundin his Epiſtles) of Pagniſyre. Wharſoever therefore Chriſt Teſts, 
4d | J [1 I { Diſt az Cannes. | whatſoever the Apoſtl-s,w hatſoever thec ounſels,and Farhers ofthe Þr 1mitive C arch 
WEES m— have commended to us,to bee beleeved, ſhall availe us little, neither can ever make us} | 
\ [1 (RA | Martina. friends, unleſſe wee wili hee content to beſlave our faith untorheir Popeling : Andcan 
\ 1 201 - $6 n2*-\ they thinke wee will looke at peace upon ſich a condition? That hope were bold and| 
{| 17 408 | .fooliihthar could expe&t this. Neither doe they more ſcornfully caſt us out of the ho- 
WER | ſome of their Church, for ſperting ar theſe Articles of Straw, which their vanitiehath 
i | Wd deviſed, than wee can contidently condemne, and execrate theirpreſaumption, which! | 
WITT MN i have ſo imperiouſly obtruded ſuch traſh asthis upon the Church of God. C 
30 RTE Þ | CE cs NI Es RE | 
| Fi 0b, i} } | SacTlon Y, | 
| M ll ibs | | | Theimpurationor corrnption of the Roman Church, and their ipoſſibilitie of Reconciliation, 
Welt} pi | |  ariſong from that wilfull Fable of the Popes infallibilitie. 
: Bl | Ve, toleayethis firſt head ofour Adyerſaries indiſpolition to peace : Say that the | | 
WWD RTL -! Papitts could bee content ro harken toan agreement (which I can neyer hope to 
* 601} FONARE ſce, whiles Rome 15 itſelte ) ſay they (ould ſeeke it, yer( as things now ſtand) 
015 ARA whiles they will not, and we may not ſtirr2 one inch from our ſtation of judgement, 
© OR | _ © | Godforbids, rhe Truth debarrs our Reconciliation : weedare not ( whatſoever ſome 
Ah JOE kind-hearred Mediators may perſwadeus ) either divide Chriſt , or betray him witha 
Wl j Wo | |. kiſſe, The crath 1s 0n high: they may well aſcend to us, as Leo faid of old ; bar for us, to]D 
oh j BYE chil Eu. ies E: on, Is _ oe HE yan : Firſt of all, how too plaine 1s1t, thatthe| | 
ff $1 Mi | be an omane Uurc is palpablydec ined rom that ancient puritie of Religion, which ſhe 
WW he; once profeſſed ? Ir is not more certaine, and ſenſible, that the Citieof Rome is deſcen 
\f Noh 
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No Peace with Rome. 


ries threatned,and indeyoured to burne her alive : Robert (our Biſhop of Liz: 


| colnet 
whom the greatneſſe of his Head gave an homely, but famous name, whom Illyricus 


| miſ-nameth Azpert#s) aworthy and peereles mann his age, durſt, before the Popes 


owne face, openly accuſe the Paſtors of his time to bee the Spoylers of the Earth, the 
Diſperſers and Devourers of Cods flocke, the utter waſters ofthe Holy Vineyard of 
God. T hat Carthuſran of Coleyne, which is faid to have gathered thar Booke of the 
Bundle of times,complaines that truth was then periſhed from ths ſonnes of men. Pe- 
trus de Aliaco,a Cardinall, confeſſes that the ancient Divines builr up the Church, bur the 
then preſent Seducers deſtroyed it; And unto theſe agree I:hy de Rnjeſciſſ:, a Monke x 
 Picus Earle of Mirandala,Trithemius the Abbot, Laugence Valla; 1d thole worth y Lights 
ofthe Councell of Baſ, the Cardinallof Arles, and Thowas ©; Corſellis : Bur Nicholas 
Clemangis the Archdeacon of Bayeux ſpeakes nothing but ſtones and bullets : who 
in a whole Volumne, hath freely painted out the corrupt eſtate of the Church, neither 
did Dominicus Biltop of Brixiaſpeake any whit more ſparingly;who cvcn in choſe times 
durſt ſer before his Booke, this Title, The Reformation of Rowe ; To ſay nothing of Tog- 
chims,of Peterof Ferrara the Lawyer, ofthe three Theodericks, of Lyra, Petrarch, Gerſon, 


cm. 


nals ſeleted by Pax!rhe Third, (amongſt which, Gaſpar Cotarenms, Tames Sadolet, and 
our Cardinall Poole were (as they might) of eminentnore, A/varus Pelazins, * $avang- 
rolgof Florence, and whomſoever thoſe times yeelded at once hoth learned and good. 
Even Pope Arias himſeife,the Sixt of that Name, whiles he inſtructs his Legate in his 
meſſage,cenſuresthe Church, and ingenioufly comptaines, that all was gone to wrack, 
and ruine : What ſhall we then ſay rothis ? Can any man bee ſopartiall, asto thinke, 
that ſo many Saints of both Sexes, Prophets, Propheteſſes, Monkes, Dottors, Cardinals, 
Popes,ſhould (as Jerome {peakes of the Leciferian Her=rikes) meerely deviſe theſe flan- 


be ever deceived. 

Indeed, Rome was once an holy Citie : but now (asno lefſ: farnous theother way) 
ſhe is become a Citie of blond , This Grape is grownea dry Raiſin; Neither did that 
good Heremite, Antoy,fo juitly fay of his Alexandria, as we may now of Rome. Woe to 


thee thou Strumperly Citie, into which the Devils out of all the reſt ofthe World have 
aſſembled themſclves. 


Certainely, therefore, ſo ſhamcfull and generall a deſormitie could not bur bee 
diſcerned, by our latter Papiſts; and (to avoid ail ſhifrs) wee have gently and 
lovingly laid our fingerupon theſe ſpors : Bur, 1n the meane time, how haynouſly 
have they taken it? and (as Kuffzans ſpeakes of Apoilivaris the Herertike) whiles they 
are tranſported with the vicious humour of contention, and will be crofling every 


D| thing that is ſpoken, out of the vaine 6ftentation of a ſtrong wit, they have im-= 


prooved their idle brabbles ro Hereſies- Hierom ſaid wittily, They uſe to winke; 


done. | | 


It istherefore a moſt lamentable and fearefull caſe ; that a Church which of her 
owne favourites 1s juſtly accuſed of many and dangerous errors, ſhould blocke'up 
againſt her ſelfe,the way whereby ſhee ſhould returne into the truth; and (as Francis 
4 ViForia honeſtly complaines) ſhould neyther indure her owne evils , northeirre - 

medies. For whilesſhee ſtands upon ut , that ſhee cannot erre, and ſtubbornely chal- 
lenges unto her. Chaire a.certaine Impeccancie of Judgement (that wee may borrow a 
word from Tertxllian) what hope can now remaine of recovering the Truth? How are 
wee now, too ſawcie,thatdare mutter ought againſther ? The firſt hope of healch muſt 
needs bee fetcht from the ſenſe, and acknowledgement of the diſeaſe: Thar of the Epi- 
cureis commonandtrue., The beginningof recovery , is the knowledge of the fault ; 
Thou muſt finde thy ſelfe amiſſe, faith $eeca, ere thon canſt amend thy ſelfe. Rowe 
brags that ſhowcannot bee ſicke: What. doe wee now talke ofmedicinesforher? Theſe 


Doarinall Principles (as our $1apleter cals them) are they, from whicha certaine fatall 
neceſſity of erring muſt necds follow. 


For to what purpoſe is allthis wee doe? If uponthe ſ-nrence of his Romiſh Oracle 


_—_—_— 


ders,tothe diſgrace of their holy mother ? If any man be ſo mad, hee is well worthy to. 


q Theſ Cofter. 


: : | A770 1400, 
Eversrd, the Biſhop of Salisburg, Eraſmms, Caſſander, Eſpencens, the Jury of Cardi- | 


"_—_ CR" 


{tl | 


Io Treviſa tran-| 
flared into 
Engliſh, 

; Habetyr initio 
Polychron.Ra- 
nulphan Manx- 
ſcript. 

Amxo 900. 

Artic. Concil, | 
Conftant.edits 
1535, 

Anno 1350.ltb, 
| Vademecum. 
| Lib. Adverſk- | 
| 

mcat,donat, 
Coxſtanl. 
e/Eneas Syl. den 
geft.Concl, | 
ANng 1416, | 
| Ad Pinmn lib. 

Reform.Cur Ro. 


Aventm, Anal, 
lib.7. 
Oftand.Confut. 


* Io. Mirandula. 
Marfil Fecn.& 


| Riffel.1.0.20. 


Co:neus report | 

hun to have 

bin a Prophet, 

Eſpencun Tit. 

_Oftand Papa 
107 P apa. 


Aat 40 fo 
mls & ihe | 
Gar badam- | 
min, | 


Exek.21,2, 

"A SUBUALS 55 
ets 8. 
Theocrit,edyf. 
An. 

Htey de vita 
Pauli. 


Dum contentio- 
£115 vIt!O 1200s 
aguntur ,&c. 
Hier,adverſ. 
Luciferiangv | 


and deny , which beleeve not that ro bee done, which they would not have | 


{ 


FraViftorie | 
| Reiefl. quartd 
de Potefiate Pg- | 

1# © Concilit 
Propeſ-dugdeci- 
ma Sedimltim. 
Deventam eft ad 


| - | | 


hunc talem fla- 
tum ubinecma- 
la aoſtra nec 

remedia pats poſ- 
ſwmus Indicu 

impeccantiam, | 
Senec KÞ.23; 
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I2 No Peace with Rome. 
weep TE ROY 
rpitadpon- | (for inthe cloſer,or the priſonr ather,of his breſt(as Jeromeobjefted to Johnof Jer 
maodeerror. | the Church is included) all things doe ſodepend, that whatſoever he ſhall determine, 
arp muſt be received without all contradi&ion,& his decree can by no inferiour meansbe 
cle fin? | repealed, in vainedoe we wrangle for truth;in vaine have all thoſe former Synodsboth 
. | mer, anddefined;in vaine doe we either teach,or learne ought ofany other Maſter: Þ« 
it poſlible,ſhe ſhould ever be drawne to remorſe for her error, which eagerly defends 
thatihe cannot tre? Either therefore let our Papiſts ſuffer this vaine opinion of Infg..| 
libilicic, to be puld up by the very rootes, out of their breſts ; or elſe there can bee no} 
hope, fo much as of a con ſultation of Peace , And doe wee thinke that our Maſters be. | 
yond the Alpes will ever abide themſelves ſtripped of this darling, which they have | 
made ſo dainty of ail this while > Why doe wee not afwell demand Saint Peters 
Throne, and his Revenues, and together with his Patrimony, all the bodie of Reljoj.. 
on? For, what one Title is there ofthe now Roman faith,that-hangs not onthis ſtring? | 
Let them give us this, and Rome falls alone,and lyes ſhametully in the duſt ; Let them 
denie it us,and ſhee ſhall be {till that great Earlot, ſtill an enemie toPeace.ſtill hateful] 
to Heaven: Bur fofarre are their moderne Doctors from an ingenious reie&ion of 
Sitere pac Infallibility, thatno Age ever knew ſo well how to flatter aPope : For not onely have 
Pomt.Romc.z. | ſome yeelded this unto him, without a Councell, asAlter, Pighins, Gretſer, Bellarmine, | 
eng Fe ;g | andall Jeluites wherefoevecr ; but ſome others,(as Gregory of Ya/entia) have faſtnedthjs 
4vi& fu au-| up03 him, without any careor ſtudy required on hispart. Oh happy Chaire of Pejes 
aerit.Rom.Pe?-| fixme,crernall, full ofprodigious vertue | which if we might imagine a woodden one [ 
Dee fre ſhonld ſure thinke were made of Iriſh Oake ; there 15no Spider of errourcan rouch 
Refpondeo,ru? | it,but preſently dyes: Behold, the Tables written with Gods owne Hand, were ſoone 


Pontifex indef- Et $4 - | . 
ako T Ledian broken and gone : bur the barres of thy frame can feele no Age,cannot incurre the dan- 


| advibiat,frve | ger ofany miſcarriage. OD 
non adhibeat, Sure (I thinke) Y27ns Rufus 1s alive againe, which becanſe hee fate in the ſame ſcat 
modo tamen here lane C bad fare, and marr; id So JT; +5 

cottroverſum | WRerein Trlins Ceſar nad lare,and married Ciceroes wite, hadwont tovaunt of both, 'a5if| 
defiat,infalli-| he ſhould fire be Ce(ar,for his ſcat ;or for His wife, Cicero. Belikeall the yertue of it is 


_— | from Peter: it 15 well thathis other Succeffors conferred nothing towards it, leſtper- 
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pai haps Alexander the Sixt ſhould haye turned the iucceeding Popes into Letchors,Clement 
i ry into ſacrilegious Church- robDErs,Ilirs Into SV/a8perers, Benedict .Gregory, Silvefter,into 
"conceſa&c. | SymMonilts ;, Paſcalis 1nto Perjurers ; Pope Toane of Mentz into women, Martizand that 
| XiphileaEpit. | other $z/o ter 1nto Magicians, the two Tohns into Devils incarnate. 
RO, Now onthe 0:her pa!t,can any man bee ſo foolifh ro hope that our Church will ever | 
ozp05ip' Z,evc, | be fo mad,as thus baſcly tobolſter up the great Bridge-maker of Tybur? Asthoughwe| 
| = god -" could be ignorant how Chrift never either performed,or promiſed them any ſuch pri- 
—_— . viledge? For, where 1s1t written (as Lxher jeſted well) unleſſe perhaps at Rome, in 
bal, Saint Peters upon ſome Clumrite witha Cole 3 Chriſt aid indeed, Thow art Peter : but, 
Grad Thou art Paw/ the Fitt,henever faid: He faid, 7 haveprazed for thee, that thy faith faile not : 


Sylveſ.3. ſo he ſaid (00, Go? behinde me, Satan,thou ſavoureit not the things of God. Now let this Ora- 
Otvefa. Cle of the Chaire, teach us how he can at once make himſelfe fizll heyre of thepromile, 
106.33.6-23, | and yet ſhift-of the cenſure at pleaſare: Yer (to tread'in the ſteps of the Times) as 
| mrnqet ry though we could not know rhat the following Ages knewnot of this; not Policrates and 
Our. e - | Treneus,which reſiſted Yidor the Pope ; not Cyprian which oppoſed Stepher,not the Fa- 
| - + . | thersatCalcedon, which would not yeeldto Leo, nor the Eaſterne Biſhops, which 
| ___ þ Would not yeeldto 1wlins nor the fathers of Conſtantinople, which refuſed to yeeld to 
WS © | Pegitins and Honvrins - yea, of the latter dayes, thoſe which have had either ſenſe or 
| pelf.reckons up| ſhame, as Tohy Gerſon, Chancellor of Paris, Twrrerremata, Almaine, Alphonſus de Caſtro, | 
vyry bntengeM Pope Adriazethe Sixt, Archbiſhop Catharines, Cardinall Cajetane, Frantiſcus avidorih, | 
14 Cant.loc. com and who nat of the beſtranke of their Doors have not feared openly to deny, and | 
(hey or yp Rl diſclaime this fancie ; and Alphox { {ball give areaſon thereof for all. There are many |. | 
| rt are | Unlearned Popes( faith hee) that now not ſo much as the rules of Grammar, how then| | 
Hereſeap.q. | {hould they bee able'to interprerthe holy Scriptures > As though wee kiſewnotwhich | 
© | | oftheir Popes fayoured Arrive, which Montanys,which Neftorins, WhiCA} acine, Which 
the Monothelites, which the Sadduces, and which were in league with Devils; 
whichof them have defined contrary to their fellowes, and which contrary to God f 
| and! | 
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x and ( that I may uſe Terome's words) how filly a Pilot hath ofttimes ſteered the: leaking 
Veſſell of rhe Church ! Asthough every Tapſter and Tinker, now, adaygs, could not 
point their finger tothe long Beadroule of Popes, and ſay. Such andſuch were-the | © war's 
Monſters of men, ſach (as Plaiins, Lyra, Geaebrard confeſle) were Aporaticall, and A- | rortexeabomd- + 
poſtaticall miſcreants ; ywis, their life hath beene long the Table-talke of the World, | nn. | 
25 Berward ſpeakes: There can therefore bee no peace poſſibly , unlefle they will bee ALS Gin 
content to bee head-lefſe, or wee can be content to bee the (laves of Rome : Imagine, | > Genebrerd.4. 
they could be ſo ingenuous,as to confeſſe that the ſame ſerpent which infinuared hitn« | ++" off 
ſelfe of old into Paradiſe, might perhaps creepe cloſely into Peters Chaite;; yer there | vs | 
would be no lefſe Controverhe, de faFo, than of the poſlibility of error... 1; + ; 111 1 hn "wu 4 
Beſides, there are other Popith opinions of the ſameſtarnpe, bur.mare pragmaticall, 
which are not more pernicious tothe Church, than ro common-weales:as thoſe of | 
g | powerof both Swords, of the depoſition of Princes, diſpoſing of Kingdomes, abl>l-! 
ving of Subjects, fruſtration of Oathes (ſurhiciently canvaſed of late, both by the Yeae- 
tian Divines, and French, and ours, ) which arc ſopalpably oppoſite tothe liberticof 1 
Chriſtian Government, that thoſe Princes,& People, which canſtoope ta ſuch ayoke, 
are well worthy of their ſervitude : and can they hope that the great Commandersof 
the World will come to this bent ? (we all,asthe Comick Poe: faid truly, hadratherbe 
free, than ſerve ; but much more Princes)or, on thecontrary, can wee hope, that the 
Tyrants of rhe Church will bee contentto leave this hold 2 What a fopperie were this? 
For, both thoſe Princes are growne more wiſe, and theſe Tyrants more arrogant;and 
(as Reffinus ſpeakes of George, the Arrian Gallant) they wſolently governe an uſurped | zup.cea. 


Biſhopricke, as if they thought they had rhe managing ofa proud Empire, and T" Procaciter vi, | 
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JE : r eptum Epiſco- 
aReligious Prieſthood. pariom gertnt,, 
| as Ny _ SY ; 
'' Suer..VI. I 1 Le PROT ERS 
. » . . 1 >) JOTT: 1 dd 
That the other Opinions of the Romiſh Church will ©, CS | , 
not admit Reconciliation. VT BR : if : 
Ur let us bee fo liberall, as to grant this ro our ſelves, which-certamly .chey [© __ | 
will never grant us; for, this old Grandame of Cicies thinkes'her ſelfe borne'rs |£o*" 7); 
command.,and will either fall , or rule © Neither doth that Mcgred Moderatorof | | 


, + > 
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the World affe& any other Embleme than that, which 1#//az jeftingly afcribes to Tukie | - - 
Ceſer(® epi) Torule all ;or to Alexander the Great (=wmmg-)roiconquerathzhy | 74 cafont. 
was a degenerating ſpirit of 4d-iaz the Sixt, which.cauled to bee wricrenuponhis | zinwmons 
Tombe. inthe Church of Saint Peter ; Thatnorhing 1nallhis lite tet|our-founhappily 

4 


_T 7 ; | 


Adrian. | 


to him, asthar hee governed: Let this, I ſay, h: grancedius ; There waritnor(i _ 
ſome milder ſpirits (Theodoſeaps, that can play with both hands) whiehthinkez;ife 
buſie points were by the moderation of both parts quietly compoſed; mightbedai 
forany man (ſo it bee without noyſe )to thinke whar hee liſt , conternmgttibarhe} 
differences of Religion : Theſe are the Ghoſts ofthar Hererike A4ppeltet; whate facech | 
itwas , That it is ſatficientto beleeve in Chriſtcrucified; and that cheraſhouſ&breno | 
diſcuſſing of the particular warrants and reaſon of our fairh :Or-thebrdodiobariiie; 
one of the courtiers of Conſtaxtiue, and his DNepuric in the Selexeiga.Gotmoel},ohich | cou teagy | 
when the Fathers hotly contended , as there was good cauſe; forihe:Confabltanmin | - uns 4s 
litie of the Sonne : Get you home, faid he,and trouble notthe Chnrch ſtillyichable@ | 


Soerat ls ef, 20, 
& £14. 


trifles. Saint Baſe! was of another minde,, from theſe men; who (as Thevldoret r Th EA] 
when the Lievrenantof 7alens the Emperor perſwaded himzoremitbutoneterraty for 
peace ſake,anſwered, Thoſe that are nurſed. with the,fincere MttkeobCadsWord, 
may not abide one ſyllable of hjg ſacred truth robe corryprad;burcachentfianehegavill | 
(endure it, areready ro receiveany.kinde,of torment, or death: -Elenſiurand-Syluanay; | 
which were Orth6dox Biſhops, andthole other worthy Guardiangzand (as Aofigeaſhls 
his title was) Champions of. the rrurh.,| were,.of notherminde from cheſe cooteand 
indifferent Mediators. So fartgasthe ſacred Sn willallowus; ineewvill accompany 
themg'adly : bur if they urge usfurther,, wegfand tl], or ſtarr backe; andrhoſerwo 
courſes which Epipheninsadviſed, as the remakes of Heneſie( Heed:atid: Magda) 
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'borh thoſe doe wee carefully uſe, andperforme. Greats the offence of diſcord, ang 
unezpiable ; and (uch in the grave judgement of Cypriez , 2515 not purged with the 
bloud of our paſſion;andjuſtly doe we thinke that Friend of Heer, worthy ofno place 
but Hell. But yer , wee cannot thinke concord a meet price of truth ; whi, 
Ir is {awful for us tobuy ar any rate, but toſell upon any termes, isno lefſe than 
jacular. 

hs © us therefore a litrle diſcufſe the ſeyerall differences, and (as it uſes to bee done 
| when the houſe is too httle for the (tuffe) Ler us pile up all cloſe rogerher. Ir ſhall hes 
"| enough inthis large Harveſt of matter, ro gather ſome few Earesout ofcyery Shocke, 
andrto make a compendious diſpatch of ſo long a raske: The grofleſt of the PopiſhHe- 
refies, and (25 Hieromwe obje@ts to Origes ) the moſt venomous opinions of Romee, 
which have bred fo much trouble and danger at this day , to the Church of God, are 
either ſiich as doe concerne our ſelyes, not without ſome r<{pe& ro Cod; or fach 
| a5, concerne God, not withour ſome reſpect to-us : Of the former fort are thoſe, 
which in a certaine order(fiich as itis) of diſcourſe, are converſant about Juſtification, 
Free-will, the meritof our workes, humane ſatisfaction, Indulgences, Purgatory, and 
the differences of mortall and Veniall ſinnes: Theſe therefore firſt offer themſelyesto 
our examination. 
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Sucr. VII. | 
TheRomiſh Hereſte concerning Inflification. | 


cada. De wire T< point of Juſtification (of all other) is exceeding imporrant , inſomuchas| 
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Pacific.contre Calvin was faine to perſwade , that if this one head might bee yeelded ſafe and 
Interim. 2 incire, it would not quite the coſt, ro make any great quarrell for the reſt, 
PPP Would to G OD that word of Csſſa#der might bee made good , which doubted 
hife. Dt x notto ſay, Thatwhich isafirmed , that men cannot bee juſtified before God by their 
owne ſtrength, merits,or workes,but that they are freely juſtified by faith, wasalwaies 
| F allowedandreceived n the Church of God, and is at this day approved by all Ecclefi- 
afticall Writers: Yea, I would they would bee ruled by their Thozas Aquinas in this, 
 whoattribures Juſtification toworkes, not as Juſtification is taken for an infuſjonof 
| grace, but as itis taken foran exerciſe, or manifeſtation, or conſummation of Juſtice:If 
Convil Trideſ.| this were all,in this point all would bee peace : Bur whilſt the Tridentine Fathers rake 
| —— upptrthem to forge the formall cauſe of our Juſtification, robe our owne inherent Ju- 
&«com.g. | {tice.and thruſt Faith out of Office, what good man can chooſe bur preſently addreſle 
| _ ...-:.». | hitmmſelfeco anoppoſition ? Who would not rather dye than ſuffer the ancient Faith of 
' the Church tobe depraved with theſe Idle Dreames ? Go now ye great Trent Divines, | 
| and bregge of'your ſelves (as #tivs did of old by Theodorete report) that GOD harh jD | 
now. at laſt revealed to you thoſe things, which hee would have hitherto concealed | 
IEINY  fromallthe world : In the meane time wee cannot bur ſcorne to ſee the ſoulesofmen 
_— | ſo ſhamefully deluded ; whiles we here the Spirit of God ſo oft redoubling, Without 
| Kpheſca.Se"\ . | workes, Not by workes, but by faith : By their workes no fleſh ſhallbe juſtified ; Being 
| _” juſtified freely by his grace : By the power whereof , 4rrivs Montanus , an ingenuous 
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«..»..- | Author(and as 'Hiereme (aid of AppoBinarinr, a man of approved labour , though 10| 

- ; Gong | many things = the times then _— faultie in opinich} teihp utterly convinced: It 

© .__._ | follewes(fairh hee) tharfaithisrepured for righteonſnefſe ro him that workes not in | 

"i= Links,  þ the:Law.; and that according to the purpoſe of the grace of God. 
; . 2 If wee caſtoureyes backe to the Ancient Fathers, they are all ours : Not ac-| | 

cording tocheworth of our workes , faichBoſ/ : Onely to beleeve (3 m4 ww) ſaith 
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| \Noziencer: Faith alone is ſufficient, faith Hierome : By beleeving are men juſtified, | 

| Pfel.r. 14 | ſaith Avguſtine 5-and with theſe confortthe reſt, Epiphanius , Chryſeſtome 5 Athanafins, 

arti | Bidnefur, and tharwhole ſacred Quire of Antiquitie: Bi rowhac purpoſe doel in- 

| eexrroDer. | ſtance1n theſe; rwhenastheExpurgatory Indexof Spaine, hath purpoſely wip'tboth 

$4055; Joutofthe Tableand Text cf Chyſoffome, Ierome , Cyril," moſt clears Teſtimonies for 
Pelagcrin 3. \the ſole Juſtification by Faith ? The Booke is every where abroad, itis nzedleſſe r01© 
dgue. *" (cre the ſeverals: See mow.the Inquilitorsguiley to themſelves bo 


» . 
—_—_ PR P—_ ; (mw "*Y" 4 w <6 wu”; —_—_— . Y 
np "PINT 4 PR: a june SER ai EPO 
G14 0 0. — rene —_ wt 


+ . : ” , 
: _———— 
#-—rt—> <a rp? 
- ge 
—rAk 


by . 20% AK LL; 

—— _ ——— —— 

=e — : == 
_> y 


emſelves both of error, _ | 
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___ fraud; 


Le Town CEO: i SOIT Cp | p = . — — IE = Ns Wa $- — —_ | 
(- N 0 Peace With' Rome, Lo 2 
Al fraud; Towhoml mult ſing the ſame note, that Ambroſe did ofold, to the Arrians : | pevuiencaot 


Yee may blotoutthe Letrers, bur the Faith you can never aboliſh : Thoſe blurre 
wray you more : thoſe blots condemne.you more than the Writing. | 
Bur ſome perhaps may thinke this a meere ſtrife of words, and not hard to_hce | in: corbom.ur. þ 
reconciled: For,, that whichto the Pspiſts.isinherenrjuſtice ; 13 noother ro theÞyb. \ 974-»contre 
reſtants, than: Sandtification ;both (jde3thold this equally neceffary; both call fat ice- Deeffchnca, 
qually : Truez but doe both require it mthe ſame mattier'> doe botkttothe ſame end ? wy —_—_ 
In Rom. 


5 be. | Sin lſal3t. 
| Iz Anachsr.1n 
Kom.17.hom.@ 


| Ithinke not 5Ye What canbee more contraty chan theſs opini ons, t each othe The 

Papiſts make this inherent righteonſnefſethecauſe of out juritificationithe Proteſtants, Chryſhom; . * 
the effect thereof” : The Proteſtants requireIt as the companion of Pipe, the Papilts.as han 
the Uſher , yea, rather as the Parent of ſuſtification: But whar matters 7 (fay they )ſo] gwr nay 


a | | nfo aps ork fone Wrap ew glortdmur in 
| |both aſcribe. this whole worke ro' God? Asthough'if comes nor all t9. one, to pay a | rem rep 
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g | ſamme for mec, andtogive wmee topay for my (lte:T know norhowthele Ms In EpaadTit.ca. 
| ſeeme ſolirtle diffonant totheſe mens eares','which the Spirit of Gd, hath made ut- 
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Hitr,in Epiff.ad 

rerly incompatible : To himrhat worketh; the wagesis nor imputed of grace® but of G 7 6 hoy 
| | = :  aaed- ht... 4.496% NE SUIT oF s (> 3 

| debr ; If by grace, now not of workes, or elſe grace ſhonld bee nombre grate;fornei- | leatur:ad Gal x. 

ther is it grace any way, if it be not free every way, fairh Auzy(tive: Bir theſe men fay, wie rg Neth 
Therefore of grace, becauſe of workes.Not of workes.IeIt any man ſhould boaſt,(firh | <c, ** 2? 

the Spirit :) But of workes, and yet a man ſhall boaft in the Lord, faith 'Bellgy- | 47br4e5p. 5. 

ine. And wherefore ſhall hee hoaſt? becatſe hee isjuſt; becauſe voyd ee, 

| 2118eE- naw ererore alt nee OA ?DEecaltue nee Is Ul t, ecal evoydof (finne 5 p2I- Examcific. | 

haps ſome Tſodore may ſay thus of himſelfe ,* which voluntarily proteſted that for forty | | 
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KoMege ts | 
yeeres ſpace hee found not in himlelfe any firme, not ſo mach as in his thought, nor | 54.0%; 
ſo much as any conſent toanger or inordinate deſire: Or perhaps ſome Baronius or Eoteſs 8, 
Bellarmine may report this of their late Saint; Goyz424; or the offall of the Schooles | 5994.4 c.18. || 
| | may fay {oof Bopazentyre ; in whom, (if wee'beleeye them ) Adam ſinned nor , or Ma- ry "x12. ITY 
C| nichens may ſay itrof his cle Maſters; or perhaps Priſcilian, Evagrins, Tovinign, the Meſ- | nmpeccaut A- 
falians, may bragge thus ofthemſelyes: But farre otherwiſe js thar ſpeech of Ambroſe 


dam. Ou witam | 
| I will not boaſt becauſe Lam juſt, burbecauſe Tam redeemed : I will boaſt,not becauſe Kang agg 
Iam voydoflinne, burbecaule my finnes areforgiven mee : Otherwiſe, we ſhallcome | 7% fore. | 
to that point which Texocertivs condemned in the Pelagians, Whar need have wee now | ny I 
| of God? But thou fayeſt GOD hath given mee this whereby I am juſt : Indeed this | 
| ſeemes atthe firſt agreatand glorious praiſe of the grace of God: ang atthe firſt hea- | 
| ring ſounds well toan ignoranteare; and yet, (when ir isberter conſidered )under at | 
| pretence of piety ſpoyles Chriſt of his glory: Why doeſtthou not as well fay, Hee hath 
oven mee wherewith I may redeeme my ſelfe ? for by the fame wherewith wee are | 
juſtified, weeare redeemed, (Being juſtified by his bloo1: ) Behold the blood ofhim that 
- God and man, juſtifiesus , and the fame redeemes us : Bur goe onalittle: GOD 
D|thath given thee this : Buthath he given it thee withour thy ſelfe > Ts this done withour 
the intervention, without the operation of our Free-will ? Lerthe Monkesof Burdeanx | ,,c. | 
| | ſpeake, intheir Abjurations : ler 4»dradius, let BeVarmine (the flower of the Popiſh | 5,9 4 
{ Schoole Ylet any Papiſt deny this if heedare : It is onely Chriſts therefore which | 
\ | is imputed : that which 1s inherent 150urs ; for all (faich Aſtez) which arejuſtified by 
Chriſt, are juſt notin themſelves, but inhim : That which is Chriſts becaule it is his, is 
| | moſt perfe&: that whichiisours, becauſe ours is weake and'imperfett. GOD hath 
made us men, not GODS : Our perfection is ſeafonable in Heaven : Juſtly doth 
Hierome deride Cteſiphon ; wee the Papiſts : O hlefſed, O happy.men , if thar| 
| [Juſtice , which is not thought to bee any where bur in Heaven, may bee found 
| with you onely upon earth :Tnthe meane time, it is ſaffici=nt for us to mourne for our 
wants, to hate.injuſtice: It is the very ſpeech of Dexatits, Thave nothing for thee to 
pardon. Let Ber#ar4now (to conclude)? ſhut up this Stage : Not to finne,(faith he) is Rag are 
E Gods juſtice,but thejuſtice of nan is thepardon of God. To be imputed therefore, and | 410 ignoſes, 
to bee inherenr, differ nolefſe chan God and man, Treat and Heayen:Wherefore let our | $5.7 012% 
Romaniſtsconfefſe that , which both Scriptures, and Farhers, andall their modeſter | xa Re&#aw /or- 
Doftors, have both thought and reported to bee che common voyce of the former | "7 9ofitian, . 
Church in all times : and wee are agreed : Otherwiſe, what fellowſhip hath God with Si PATON 
Beligl, light with darkneffe ? TEe es Cs Een | E 
wr ne on ooo > og _Sncr. 
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We: SRCT-» VILL 1 23147 ju | 
LEN HEE, oo entitle) ot OUREnT >. FO OY 
\PEEDELS \ Ordering uponthis isthe pointof Free-wil. Tolerpaſic allighter quarrels of 
ER will : lerus enquire of the power of it; andthat not in narurall, 


\ 
IN 


* Finance, of moralichings, (Here is all peace, and{ſilence, fave thatthe worgz | 
—_— JMD, oe the matter | reed upot,who would-not contemne: 
rite with themſclves:and when the MALTET 18 Agrer Po! P's Cree] 
F oe auuſtine Gich well?)buc in ſpiricuall and divine matrers,wee doe will indeed; 
Wes wil freely, neirher can wee otherwiſe will any thing ; who. demes1t? Hereisng| 


Alixdeft vele, | Phyſical determination , no violence but to wullrhat which is good ,-orto will well, 


Aug. de ordine | 


Lind velebs- \ 5,59 nnot, Wee doe freely beleeve 3 ( for fairnis an atoithe will) yea, and wedoe 
num Bern, þ OPIO BIN withgrace zneither arg wee herein like toſenſeleſſe ſtones , as Anſter truly B 
: abs: Bat whence isall this? Is itofour ſelyes, or of God? Is ir of grace, or (which! 
+: Councell of 4rewfcecondemned)by the power of nature? This mult bee our que. 
(ion, -Both ſides like well that ſpeech of Saint Auguſtine * Towillfreely, 15the worke 
| noe Te: tO well, ofgracez to willill of corruption : but when wee come tothe 
| OFF L2N ac oft arenotmorefſabtile, than the Jeſuires inconſtant : Itis yer 
| poyht,the Doctors of Trext are not: more lubtne, ans aan yo 
| ' g00d 2 hich Bellarmipe citesfrom-his Rvardae 3 A good worke, as1t 15 2worke, is 
| wu v=o : from Free-will *AS1t rs good, from grace; a5both a worke and g 5 Or rom Free- 
£5.10; willand erace : Butthat is exceeding ingenuous and ,truly ge 9 x OR the 
| Lib.6:degritia, | fame Bellarmine affirmes againſt ſome Semipelagian Catholikes. - In thofe things which 
6:4.in tituls. | 


$7) 0 ; - 'AFION: will can doe nothing, without the helpof Gods 
NDS 54 Pi Gs nb Cardinal would hold bon there, curſed be hethat 
Lib.6.c. 19-10: Denk oppoſe him.1 goc On _ hope andread;andice wharſtuffe I meet with, foone 
| -adfertonn after in the ſame Booke : That ourconverfion is in the power of F ree-W1ll , becanſe 
FEION | t may bealwayes converted , when it wil, and yetfurther: That _ all Ro wt 
cult ſextp#/ims| have Free-will even inthe workes of pietie, and ſupernaturall rhings. Betore all grace: 


| F what before the grace of prevention? It were well th2 Cardinall would fer forth ſome 
| better recognitions. Now. then God doth not prevent us, (as Auſten mere rented | 
az decor * | wee might will, but wee prevent God, becauſe we will : Bur leſt this ſhould ſceme too 
Gralenolcatem ; I 


s «11-4 irved no:and is altogetherin the ſame ſtate as the faculty of ſeeing, 
prevent? ut Ve” roſſe, this LDErTY Eee qt A008 freelyſee, while the objeCtis abſent : wee can 
[ir,volentemſu2- | when a ſenſible ſpeczes 15 abtent z we can treely Ice, J 3 

ſauitur;eſew | freely will, in the abſence of grace. Let Bel/armine now tell me: are wee any U it more 
Lena Ee toevill than hee fainesus to good? Did ever Pelagius dote thus much? Wee can 


| FEY it ined(under ſome falſe ſemblance) by the verdict 
| VN IRIS UNE K derermgent : But if wee ſhould pres Ou f-vater= 

| - ©6452 L008 nr practical judgement, wee will it not : But 1 wee lhouia ye m__ 

| + Fog ew is this that God gives us? To prevent , inſpire, excice, and helpe, 150 | 
vel | | God: toincline the will, is of our ſelves : How are wee not now more beholden toour 


4 ERFIS. | ſelves, than to God? What is this butrhat Pelaglen mee , o n | wogjarrend _ 
| Pets chriſol:fer\ grftine, ſoto ſeparate Free-will from grace,as if without 1t we cou , 


| 114.chriftu \ rhinganſverable tothe willof God? That wee are able by the power ofour oy” oe 
| ro6cre'r bu void fins:that we cart overcome the ſ]z1ghter motions of remptation, as Bellarm.lpeaks; 
virttaMeEſ, y | | 


wfirtadgiors | that wee can kceepe Gods Commandements , as Scotws and Dyrandus Fn adj $0 
| patrir;% bono | 50 grreceiverhe infpiration of rhe SpIrIt, as the Tridenrine Fathers; t! . we on 
of ahi vend.ar poſe our ſelves torhe receiving of grace, as Thoras and Swarez; that wee 'n of __ 
| quodper Cbri- | co-operate with grace, and nuke our converſion effecuall ,as Tapperws ;W : 45 ” 
By a referee | butro ſteale glory from God, that wee may pranke up this carion TT 0 _ 
.evirs quaſh; \ it was. modeſtly done of Thberizs , whoof thoſe many buildings which hee ren . 
| Htilatn6s ſu: \ 1ndperfetted, challenged not one to himſelte, bur gave them ſtillthe ones of 3s 
Lin '"* | men,by whom they were begun to be built:But theſe men challenge rhe whole Re 
| Dur:ibid.q.4. | when 2s they havenot laid ſomuchas ons Tyleupon the roofe. Farre bee this _ 
| Ea & \fall facrilege fromus, when thar truly jealous God challenges ro hirmſelfe, 10" 


| ire Bi113bid. | im us both the will and the deed; yea, that wee can will to beleeve 15 his worke , a5 As- 
Xiphilin.Tibere 
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fe rightly ſpeaks ySeethen, he doth not excite but worke4n us :( ergy, ) Hee WOrkes 


_ by wed Wo. 1+ us, both that which is firſt, to will; and that which is laſt,co worke. H m_ mm | 
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pared themſelves for the gift. Yeacontrarily , to thoſe that doenor alirtle reſiſt him; 


No Peace with Rome. © 


worthily, To willand to rnnne is mine : but without Gods continuall helpe, it willnot 
bee mine : Without mee you can doe nothing, ſaith Chriſt;no, nor thinke any thing, 


fluence of Gods Spirit therefore a new life muſt be creared in us, that wasnot; andnor 
the former life excited which was according to thar of the Pſalmiſt, Create iz me a cleane 
heart, and not ſtirre up that cleane one have : Neither indeed is there as yet any place 
for this: The firſt heart muſt bee taken our, another muſt bee put'in. / willtake awa) 
their (tony heart . and give them a heart of fleſh, faith God by the mouth of Ezehkie! : Hee 
will give it, bur(thou fayeſt perhaps) into their brelts, which have prediſpoſed and pre- 


The wiſedome ofthe fleſh is enmiry. Bur there are ſome enmities more ſecrer;and | 
which doe not outwardly bewtay themſelves : but behold, here is publike reſiſtance] 
( #® wnivew) It 15not ſubject : But perhaps it will "once yeeld of it ſelfe (s #wers YIt 
cannot, faith rhe Spirit of God. Sec in how rebellious an eſtare we are to God : Wha 
pronenefle is here towill goo, what ability ro performe it ? Let the Papiſts ,(if they 
will facritice to themſelves , as Sejazzs had wont of old ; or to theirners, as the Pro- 
pher ſpeaketh : As for us, come whar can come upon our oppoſition, wee neither can 
nor dare arrogate unto our ſelves thoſe things, which by an holy reſervation and incom-' 
municablenefle, are proper onely unto the Higheſt. Ir 1s ſafe indeed for the Papiſts | 
when they will to comeup ro us: butwe cannot 902 downe tothem without a feare- | 
fullprecipitation of our ſoules : Ler Caſſander witnefle this for us : Let Bowaventurehim- 
ſelfe witnefſe ir for him; This isthe propertie ofholy minds, roattribute nothing to 
themſelves, butall to the grace of God : So that how minch ſoever a man aſcribe tothe 
grace of God, hee ſwarveth not from true pietie, though by giving mutch tograce, hee 
withdraw ſomething from the power ofnature, or Free will : but when any thing is 
withdrawne from the grace of God, and ought attributed ro nature, which is due to 
grace, there may begreat danger to the ſoule: Thus farre thoſe two ingenuous Papiſts: 
But(toinferre) wee give all to grace, the Papiſts ſ»mething to nature ; and what the 
zive tonature, wee give to God : Therefore wee doc and ſay thar which1s fit for holy 
minds; they ( if Bonazerture may be witneſſe) that which ſweryes from piety, and 1s 
joyned with much danger of their ſoule, 


F CEPUT _ =. a. 


_—_—  —_ 


, | ; oy: Co ] X; 


Con:ermmne Merits. 


faith Parl+ Alas, what can wee doe, whoare not lame, bur dead in finnes? By the in- 


| 


. Colsſ].3. 


T - HE foundation of Popiſh Juſtification 1s the freedome of our-will ; and upon 


' word. The holy Fathers of old ( as wee all grant) tooke the word in agood 
ſenſe, whichthe latter Divines have miſerably corrupred : About the thing ir ſelfe, we 
muſt ſtrive ete1nally ; wee promiſe areward to good workes, yea an everlaſtingone:Ir 
i54 true word of the ewes, Hee that labours in the Even, ſhall cat on the Sabbath : for 
God hath promiſed it, and will performe ; who yer crowneth us 1N mercy and com- 
paſſion , a5 the Pſalmil ſpeaks. not (as the Papiſts) inthe rigour otjuſtice, not (as 4#- 
dradivs) according to the due deſert of our worke : By the freegiftof God, and notour 
merits,asCajetan wiſely and worthily : Or (if any man ike that word better) God doth 
it injuſtice, but in reſpe& of his own promiſe;not the very dignity of our works. That 


343) andd-hath a meet proportion both of equality , and dignity, to the recompence 
ofeternall life , as Pererizs,, andrharin itſelfe without any reſpec ofthe merits, and 
dearhof Chriſt. which S»arez, and Bajws, ſhamed not to write, ſcemes juſtly tous little 
lefſe than blaſphemy. _ | To T5271 
Bur (fy our moderate Papiſts) Chriſt hath merited this merit of ours, neither 
can anv other workes challenge thisto themſelves, but thoſe which are done in Cod, 
25 Andradins ſpeakes, but thoſe which are dipped and dyed in theblood of Chriſt, 


the 


\ the wallsof Jnſtification is merit raiſed ; wee will have no quarrel] about ol 


ajuſt mans worke in the truth of the rhing it ſelfe, isof a value worthy of the reward of 
| heaven(which induſtrious and learned Morton cites outof the Engliſh Profeſſor of Do- 
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phont, 
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Conſult, Caſſ.cit. | 
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No? eacewith Rome. 


theworld, andtocaſt a miſtbefore the eyes of the unsKiltull > Our ſinnes are dyedin | 
the Bloodof CHRIST, notour merits: Or, it they alſo ; Hath Chriſt then Geſer- Al 
ved that our workes ſhould bee perfect ? How comes it about that the workes of the 
beſt men are ſo lame,and defeQive ? Hath hee deſerved that though they be imperfe& 
yet they might meric ? Whar injury 15 thisto God, what contradiction of termes Be. 
hold now, ſo many Saviours, as good men : what I doe, is mine, whar I merit, is mine 
whoſoever gives me either to do or to merit: Whoſoever rides on a lame horſe, cannot 
but move un-eyenly,uncafily,uncertainly : 
workesare theſe Pap.ſts, which proclaime the actions which proceed from rhemſelyes 
worthy of noleſſe rhan heaven? To whom wee may juſtly fay, as Conſtantine aid Fs, 
Aceſaws., the Novatian, Setup ladders, O yee Papiſts, and clime up to heaven alone 
Whocan abide that noted ſpeech of BeYarmine, A juſt man hath by a double ritle, ri br 
rothe fame glory ; one, by the merits of CHRIST imparted tohimby prace. = 
therby his owne merits : contrary to that of the Spirit of God; The wages of fem ir bl 
death, but , The gift of God iseternall life : upon which words another Cardinal] Caſetan 
ſpeakes ina hotier faſhion, thus;He doth nor fay that the wages of our righteoulneſſe 
is erernall life : bur, The gift of God 3s eternal life, that wee may underſtand, and learne 
that wee attaine eternall lite, not by our owne merits, but by the free gift of God: for 
\ which cauſe alſo hee addes , By Jeſus Chrift our Lord : Beholdthe merit , behold the righ- 
reouſneſſe , whoſe wages 15 erernall life ; but ro us in reſpect of Jeſus Chriſt, it is a 
free gift : Thus Cajetas : What could either Lyther, or Calvie, or any Proteſtant ſay 
more plainly ? How 1mpertect doth the Scripture every-where proclaime both Gods 
oraces in us, and our workes ro him? and though rhe graces of God were abſolute! 
perfe&, yetthey are nor ours; if our workes were fo, yet they are formerly due:Andif 
they bee due to God , what recompence of tranſcendent glory due tous?Behold, we 
are both ſervants andunprotitable : Not worthy, fairh God; worthy and more, fay the C 
Papiſts : By grace yee are ſaved through faith :, and not of your ſelves , faith God : By grace 
indecd, but yerofour ſelves, ſay the Papiſts : What infolencie is this > Let our Monkes 
now goe,and profeſſe wilfull poverty, whiles Ezckzah did never fo boaſt of his heaps of 
treaſure, as theſe of their ſpirituall wealth. Flt 
Hierome (aid truly ; It was more hard to bee {tripped of ourpride, than of our Gold 
and Jewels; for even when thoſe outward ornaments are gone , many times theſe in- 
ward rags ſwell upthe foule. Gregorie Ariwinenſis, their old Schoole-man was aſhamed 
of this wicked arrogance, and ſo was Durandxs and Fighins , and other their Divinesof 
a more modeſt temper. I wouldrthe Jeſuites could have had the grace to hayebeene 
noleſſe aſhamed, andthe Tridentine Doors, together with their executioners, the 
Inquifitors : But what other men have holily, and truly ſpoken, tha they have perfi- 
diouſly wip't out: witneſſe their Tzdex of Mazrill, in theſe words : Out ofthe booke [1 
which is1ntituled, The Ordor of Baptizing, together with the manner ofviſitingthe 
ficke , Printedat Venice, inthe yeere 1575. Let theſe words bee blotred our ;Doeſt 
thou beleeve that notby thine owne merits, butby the vertue and merit of the paſſion 
of our Lord Teſs Chriſt , thou ſhalt come to glory ? And ſoone after , Doeſt thou 
| beleeve that our Lord Teſus Chriſt died for our ſalvation, and that no man can bee ſaved 
by his owne merits, or any other meanes, but onely by the merit ofhis paſſion? 
Yw1s, theſe are the Scorpions and Snakes of the ancient Divincs (as Hierome termed 
the errorsor Origes amongſt which the Reader muſtneeds have walked, had notthe| 
graveSemreof che Inquiſition wiſely provided for our ſafery. Whar hope is therenow 
ofpeace ? unlefle they could bee coutent(which Bel/armize grants, tobe rhe ſafeſt way) 
renouncing the merits oftheir works,not ſo much for their uncertaintie, asthe imper- 
tection oftheir Juſtice, and-danger of vaine-glory,both to reſolve and teach men tore- 


poſe their whole confidence in themercy 
both wiſh, and nor hope for. _ 


What inſolentover-weeners offtheir owne 
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and bounty of God : which wee canat once | 
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Sucr. X. ES we | 
Concerning Sati:fuion. | 


"7 Atisfation hath neere affinitie with merit ; and indeed, is bur as another | 
Qi: arifing from the ſame root : Than which, no opinion could beedeviſed 
' more injurious, and reproachfull to the merits of Chit. The word was not | 
diſpleafing to the ancient Fathers, nor in their ſenſe , tous: Onely this let mee touch 
in paſſing by ; that the heedlefſe abuſes of words , to the great wrong of the Church, 


hath bred confuſion of things; as contrarily that of Tert»Hian is approved, The afſu- 


J | Sh . Tert.de ralcris. 
red ſenſe of words 1s the ſafety of proprieties: Wee have nothing to doe here with | Fidcs __ 


civill Sarisfaftion, nothing with Eccleſtaſticall : whereof L#ther nor unfirly ſaid (even ſala proprieta. 

. - A - «= | tum Conſult, 

pm Caſſanters owne judgement) Our mother the Church our of her good affetion | 4/arifatt. 
deſiring to prevent the hand of God, chaſtiſes her children with certaine Satisfaftions, 

left they ſhould fall underrhe ſcourgesof GOD. This Canonicall Satisfaftion, as 

many call it, hath beene too long our of uſe, on both ſides:Yea,more than this, in all our SatifaBfio peni- 

Sermons to our people, wee beat importunatly upon the necellirie of penitence,and all \ rentiatis aibil 


the wholeſome exerciſes therof , as fruits worthy of AX Shiore Not (as Caſſander well alind ef quam 


1 1 1 : x conatus infefin | 
interprets it)as if we defir'd they ſhould offer unto God a ranſom worthy,and ſufficient | reddenei kt 


for the clearing of the ſcore of their fins:bur that wee teach them, thoſe offices muſt bee | ſau» *f:4t- 
performed by them, which God requires of thoſe finners, on whom he will beſtow the rs # fog 4 
ſatisfaction of his Sonne : Let them call theſe ſarisfattions, if they will, wee givethem 
leave: But thatafter the moſt abſolute paſſion of Chriſt , there ſhould bee yer behind, 
certaine remaindersofpuniſhment tobe diſcharged by us, either here,or in Purgatory, 
with a purpoſe thereby to fatisfie the divine Juſtice, whether they bee impoſed by God 
C| orby the Prieſt, or by our ſelves (as the Tridentize diſtinction runnes) wee neither may, 
[nor can endure. ; - 
 'For(how nicely focver theſe men diſtinguiſh)it cannot be, but this ſacrilegiousopi- | 
'nion muſt needs accuſe the truly propitiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt , of ſome imperfe- 
| &ion. I know, they fay, that both fatisfaRtions may well ſtand rogether ; that, ofthe | 
| | Mediator ; andthis, of man : whereof Boygvertyre calls the one Perfect, the other 
' | Semiperfe&. Bur theſe are words. Letthe Sophilters tell mee; Doth nor the full veſ- 
 |fellconrtainein it ſelfethe halfe ? or what need rhe one halte apart , when we havethe 
| | whole? Andlaſtly, canany thing bee added tothar which 1s perfect ? But ſome of their 
| | heed-fuller Divines will neithcr have theſe rwo oppoſite, nor ſuberdinate to cach o- 
ther.For it isa ſhame to ſpeake, what Sxarez,what Durard, & other groſſer Papiſts have | Cit.ceſ-ibid. 
diſcourſed of this point : Ler them rather ifrhey will, hold ( which opinion yer hath 7 
D| been controlled.not by the Cardinall onely, bur by three Popes before him)that mens —_ 
farisfattions ſerve onely toapply unto us, that which the fatisfattions of Chriſt have Ins © Grept3, | 


| " Brag : : , k Pius 5.Greg.l-3, 
promerited for us. . Yer, even this ſhift will not ſerve: For Chriſts ſatisfa&tion (as they Clem.6, 


a » 4 Ronen dane inn Frog - - 


« 


Soak => 202 1. rg un 9 4” wb Ro 
+ beta 4 Sig i: a7, 
r= + \ 1 omar —_ RISE ww 
SIE £m» - A Mp S292 In te: E mori 
— - c cat S544 ” 0. «© - o . 
& - _ _- er _- 
l - —_— Ee _ — 
— [og _ - 


——_— 


————— 


_—_—— ——— 
— 


reach) reſpe&s eternall puniſhment, and not temporal! : How then can it once be ima» 
oined, that we by our farisfaCtion ſhould procure thar his ſuffering, which was deſtina= 
ted to the expiation of an eternall puniſhment, ſhould ſerve tothe diſchargeofaten:= | 
porall > And why ſhould wee doethis , rather than Chriſt himſelfe ? Befides, how ab- 
furdly doth this ſound, That hee whoſe bounty hath paidourpfounds forus, hath yer 
left us; out of ourpoore ſtocke, to pay ſome few farthings for our ſelves? Letmee de- | | 
mand rhen; whether could not ChriſtunJertake theſe remporall puniſhmentsfor us, | . 
or would henot? Thar hee could not,is impious; that he would not.is bold rofay,and | © 
illiberallro doe * For where is there any reſtraint» or what are the limits of his mer- ; 
| cy? Thefault'isremitred (faith the conventicle of Trext )the puniſhmenr is not pardo- | 
E] ned: TheEaſterne Church wouldnever have ſaid ſo, which alwayes ſtoutly oppoſed Trl 
herſelfe tothis error: And indeed ,'what a ſhamefull reproach 1s this to the infinice | 
mercy ofthe forgiver? what a wrong to his Juſtice? wherero is the puniſhment due | 
burtorhe fault ? Did :ever God. infli& puniſhments that were notdue? Many a time 
hath he forgivento ſinners thoſe plagnes which both they had deſerved.andhe threat- | 
ned ;bur-never did hee call backe for thoſtarcrages which hee had forgiven "One | 
| = ERS puniſhes * 
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Maith.15.9. 
Hier.adver Ccſt- 
phon.Non ne- 
ceſſebabet con- 
wvixci quoa [1s 
flatim proſeſſione 
blaſph' mium eft. 


Hitr-Paxlim. 


Plato is Phed:- 


nelltaque qui- 
cungue in vita 
quodawmmodo 
medium tenu- 
iſſe 1ter com- 
 periuntnr,ad 


Acherotews |70- 


fedti vehiculu, - 


gue unituiquue | 
adſunt, ws palte 
dem pervewunt 


Achtruſiam 


| 1hique habit azt, 
purganturg, pe- 


nas dantcs pt 


| ſuriaram, & th 


ferificati,e>c. 


Exſeb.deprepar., 


FEvane-l.1.cuit. 


Aug ae Cruit. 
Dei.l.21.c.13. 
qui &Virgl, 
ibid, citat. 
2Cor, 5.!. 


Apoe.14.13. 
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puniſhes us indeed, (or chaſtens us rather) and that ſometimes well 
the remiſhon of our offence. 


| onely doubtfully and problemarically commended their Purgatory tothe Church,we 
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ard ſharply after 


Not that hee may give himſelfe faticfation ofys for! 

hoay can it bee fo pleafingto him that it ſhould bee 1]l with us? ) but that hee may con-| 
firme us to himſelfe, thar hee way amend us : He layesno ſtroke upon us witha reven.| 
ging hand, but with afath-rly. Wee ſuffer therefore now, but wee ſatisfienot ; This| 
is proper onely to thaterernallPrieſt , and to his eternall Prieſttocd, 2nd isno more 
communicableto Saints and Angels, than his owne perſon: And certainly thatwhich| 
was his part , bee hath performed ; hee hath redeemed us from thecurſe of the Lay, 
and part of the Legall puniſhment, is this temporall revenge: For us therefore, to give 
hands tothemin this, it were no better than perfidious and ſhamefully rraiterous, Ang 
ifir bee more than manifeſt.thar this cannot be done, either by our owne torments in. | 
flited, or good workes performed ( how penall foever )how much leſſe ſhall it bee ef- 
rected by others? There 15 none ofthe Saints which will nor juſtly take up that anſwer 
of the wiſer Virgins, There willnot bee enough for you and forus. But as Hjerome ſaid 
well:Therc isno necd of any great conviction, wherethe opinion carries blaſphemy in| 
the face. 
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Sncr. XI. 
Coucerning Purgatory. | 


Pon this conceit of fatisfations, depend thoſe other fables of Purgatory, and 
Indulgences; pleaſant ones both, and rt unworthy ofa Satyre : whereof, ſo| 
ofc as Ithinke, Icannor but remember the {cornfull frumpe of Lxthey ,, alk 
ding to that of the Prophet, Domire #0 poſſu! Veſciſtertore hrmano : yer if they had 


might eaſily have favoured them with a connivence, although you cannot ſay,whether 
1t would have beene more worthy to {ct the ſpleene on worke for laughter,or thebow-| 


| r0,e, gave intimationofa quite other Pwrgatory, from the Romiſh. Auguſtine ſpeakes 


els for commileration : Put now when Bellarmire teaches us, that irpertaines to the| 
Catholike faith, and our Fiſher of Rochetter will have italrogether neceſſary tobee 
knowneand beleeved ; wee cannot entertaine his preſumptuous folly, without indig- 
nation. How miſerably the Scriptures are wreſted to this purpoſe if any Schoule-boy 
could not caſily ſee , hee were worthy of whipping. As Hzerexce ſaid of the Heretikes 
of his time, They frame ſomennftring teſtimonies to their owne ſenſe ; as if it were 
a worthy, and nocrather an abouminable kindeof reaching, to deprave ſentences,and 
todraggec the Scriptures pcrforce, totheir owne bent : Neither are the ancient Fathers 
better uſed in their citation ; of which, Origen, Ambroſe , Hilary, Lattantins, Niſſen, It- 


of it , at peradventure, waveringly,uncertainly ; The reſt never dreamed of any atall: 


| Patronof thisopinion: and who knowesnor, that S. Hoey and S: Firgzl are flat forit : 


But yer, I miſtakeir; Now I remember S. Plato is cited by Auſten and Exſebins , for the 


yet chis fire never began ro burne out,but in Gregorjes time:and ſince that, the authority 


of the : 4/co.-4x hath nor a little mended it : this is jt that their Reckefter ingenuouſſy - 
confeſſed of old, that this Purgatory flame came but lately to the knowledge ofthe 
| Church:: but forus, that of S. Paul (hall never bee wrung from our hands: (ww ni®i0,) 
If, or when this carthly houſe ſhall be diſſolved , wee have a building;, not made with 
bands, cternall , in rhc heavens : And when is this Saint Panls ( is )2? Saint Joby{ball 
| Inte; pret;it;, (Wwiowmnredmen) Thoſe that dye A modo, from henceforh : and when 15 
| this A redo 2 Today thoy ſhalt beewith mee, faith Chriſt, even iaſtantly upon the cgreſlc 

of the ſovle, Let them commend their ſoules to God, faith S. Peter 3 But what of thit ? 
that which doth utterly quench outthis fabulous fire; the'counterfeit 84/oz08,(though 


Fu. } 


| Wiſg.3.1- 


rrae;to the, Papiſts ) addes,' The ſoules of the righteons are in the hand of God, ' att4 10) 


torment ſpall trachthers Behold then,either the foules without a Purgatory : or,aPur- 
gatory without paine : But, what ſtick weat'this? Let the Popiſh Doors together 8 


|grec amongrthernſelves, of the fire oftheirPurgatory.,/ of the tortienrs of the Subject. 


or the duration; afthe.executioners; of the condition of the foulesthere detained:and 


then afterwards let. them looke for our.afſent: In the meane rime{why is it not as we 
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= : NoPeace with Rome. "I - Wan | 
1A fotus as for Sxarez, nottobeleeye the walking Ghoſts ofthe dead, bur meraphoricat- | SO 
| {192 OT why may not wee as well deny the ordinary common Purgatory, as Bellarmne | 7994 7 76.0. 
may deyiſe anew one, morenoble and eaſe--fiill than the firſt? | Ss 


= . NE ba | | 4 


-Srcr. XI: | 2 4 


Concerning Indnlgences or Pardons. 


Prgatory is guilty of Indulgences, astheir Rocheſter confeſſts : Both of chery we's | i 
P bred by ſuperſtirion,and nurſed by covetouſheſſe; | couch theſe with a lighrhand | 
onely; It 1s1ong fince all ingenious Clients of Rame were aſhamed of this holy 
fraud ; I cannot but commend. Cafſander, which writes this modeſt] yand truly : The 
abatement or relaxation of Canonicall puniſhments > was of old called Indulgence 
| |which at thisday1s drawne toall private ſatisfa&tions; an 
B| ing them withdrawne from all other Biſhops, ro the 


| uſe and practice whereof, all good men have deſired a correction and m ion - 

of things , which being hitherto ill handled , have g1ven the chicfe mee Hee: cis 
breachinthe Church: Here therefore it were to bee wiſhed, that the Popes would | 
| yeeld ſomething to the Publike peace. Thus farre Caſſanler ; With whom agrees Po- 

lydore Virgil; both of them more worthy of ablacke cole. than their honeſt Rocheſter 2 Ot: 
whom Gregory of Valexce hath ſo foulely branded. Neither hath there wan ted ſotne of | y 

their own(as Bellarmize witneſſerh)which have called both the treaſure ofthe Church, | 

| [andPardons1nto queſtion ; neither have there wanted thoſe which have boldly and | 
| flatly deniedrhem cither to bee of uſe, or to beear all : And indeed who, thar is nor 
{roo much intoxicate with the potions of that Harlot,can endure, that whilſt the impu- | 

cation of Chrilts merits tothe juſtifying of a ſinne : 


r, applyedby God tous, is eve 
| wherea common ſcofting-ſtocke totheſe men, yer char he eric and aferings of *# | 


ly men, out ofa certaine common treaſure , ſhould bya man bee imputed to men, for 


the deliverance of their ſoulesfrom torment? Who can abide i tanyr | | 
ſhould over-fatisfie God for his finnes? Who can abide the ba Frr nts _ | f 
ſhamefull Marts of their Pardons ? Who..can endure to heare el) 


1 5 that ro th 
mumbling over of ſome ſhortpray=rs(for if wee belceverheir Caſnifts, there i Fen | 
need ofany intention of minde, ofany ſpeciall deyotion)there ſhould bee granted by | yore 8.virg, 


Tohs 22. aPardon for no lefſe than amillion of yeares 5 Who can endure ſtarions of F 
their owne confeſlion, this fire muſt laſt bur till the conflagration ofche World) Al Rome. | 


| | yet inone little Booke there ſhould be tendred unto credulous poore ſoules, Par j-- ro 1 
but eleven thoufand thouſands of yeeres? What ſhould wee wk wa many words _— virgadoſun | 


There is now ly1ngby me a worme-eaten Manu-ſcriprt,with faire Rubrickes.in whi "_ | 
1D] beſides other abſurd and blaſphemous promiſes.th wh 15powergiven to jw ;Hihievig | 
| |erto change the paines of hell(due perhaps to him that ayes It) into Purgatory: and | 
after that againe , the paines of Purgatory into the joyes of Heaven : Bellarminz had | £i%.de ndu(g. | 
| wiſely reſpected his owne reputation, if hee had given his voice according to that | | 
|whichhe confefſerh to have beene thejudgement of ſome others : Thar theſe like Buls 
were not given by the Popes, bur lewdly deviſed by ſome of his baſe Queſtuaries for an |. 
advantage : But that which hee ſhould excuſe, hee defends. Whar ingenuity or ſhame | 
is to bee expectedof Jeſuites? and howcleane hath an old Parrot (as hee ſaid of old) | oY 
forgotten the wand ? Who may abide this unjuſt and inhumane acceptation ofper- {> 
ſons? that rhe wealthier ſort may by their purſes redeeme this holy treaſare of the | 
Church,and by money deliver the ſoules of themſelves and their friends from this hor= ——__ 
riblePriſon; while the needy Soule mult bee ſtill frying in thar flame, without all hope : 
ofpardon , or mature relaxation, untill the very laſt Judgement day ? Laſtly, who can 
E\endure; that whils it is inthe power of Chriſts Vicar to call miſerable ules our of | 
| | this tormenting fire (which hell it ſelfe isfaid ro exceed onely in the continuance) yet 
| | tharhee ſhould ſuffer them tolie howling there, and moſt cruelly broyling (till, andnot 
mercifully beſtow on them all the heapesof his treaſure. as the ſpirituall ranſome of o | 
| many diſtreſſed ſpirits? A wretched man is hee (as Ambroſe ſaid of the rich man) which | 4mbr de.Ne- 
hath the power to deliver ſo many ſoules fromdeath, and wants the will : Why hath a 
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\Mankinde ? and where the Owner ofthe houſe will bee, bounrifull; ir is nor-for the 


o_ 


| 4uth.opritim- \ Steward to bee niggardly ; Let that: Circe of Komerkeepe theſe” huskes fox her| 
| perfeft. hopges.” = — | a 
| 


God given him this faculty of Indulgences ,; if hee would nothave-itbeneficiatiin ed 
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Concerzing the diſtinTion of Veniall and. Mortall frames. Poa. 
T4 Seda doeboth imply and preſuppoſe that knowne diſtin&tion of Mortal! 'F 


i 
. » 
- 

. 


; Veniall fine, which neither hath God ever allowed, neither (whiles hee'gaitie. 
A fayes it) will ever the Proteſtants : "That there ate certaitie -degrees- of evill wee 
both acknowledge and teach; ſo as wee may here juſtly tax the diſhoneſty and ſhame. 
leſneſſe of Campion, Dares, Coccius, and the Monkes of Burdeaux, who have upbraided 
| us withthe opinion of acertaine Stoicall and Jovinianiſh parity of finnes : yea Belly- 
1ize himfelfe hath already done this kinde office for us. Some offences are more 
| hainous than other ; yer all in the malignitie of their nature , deadly : As of poyſons, 
ſome killmore. gently, and lingringly, others more violently and ſpeedily , yer 
both kill. Moreover, if wee haye refpe& unto the infinite merey -of Cod , and to 
the obje& of this mercy , the penitentand faithfull heart, there 15no ſinne,which(to 
borrow the word of Prudentiins ) 1s not veniall ; bur in reſpect of the Anomy of difor- 
der, there isno finne which 15 not worthy of eternall death. Every finne ts aViper; 
| there isno Viper (if wee regard the natare of the beſt) but kils whom ſhee bires; biitif 
oneof them ſhall haply light upon the hand of Paw,ſhee 1s ſhaked wrorhe fire, without | 
harme done : Let noman feare that karmefull creature' ever the lefle , becauſe he ſees 
the Apoſtle ſafe from that poyſon. So is. finne to a faithfull man ;Saint 7ohzs wordis, 
All ſinge is (ou) Tranſgreſiion of the Law $Saint Pauls word is , The wayes of finn «| 
| death; Pur theſe twotogether , and rhis conceit of the naturall pardonablenefle of fin, 
vaniſhes alone. | ji | | 
Our Rhemiſts (ſabtill men)canno more abide this propoſition converted, than 
themſelves: All finne indeed(fay they) is;avomia, a tranſgreſſion of the Law; but e- 
very tranſgreſſion of the Law 1s not finne { The Apoſtle therefore himſelfe curnes itfor 
| us: AU nnrighteouſueſſe (faith he) is ſiune: Bur every (wa) is unrighteouſaeſſe, - faith | 
Axftes upon the place, for the Law is the rule of righteouſheſſe, therefore the prevarica- 
tion of the Law jsunrighteouſneſſe : Yea, their very owne word ſhall ſtop theirowne 
mouth; for how is finne univocally diſtinguiſhed into Venialland Morrall, ifthe'Ve- 
| niall beeno finne? and the wages of every ſinne is death. Thar rherefore which the 
Papiſts preſume to ſay, that this kinde of finne deferyespardon.in it ſelfe (unleſſe they 
will take the word merit, catachreſtically, with'$tp/etos : ) And that which Beler- 
mizeand Navarnusadde., that Veniall finnes are not againft _ butbeſide the Law : and 
"8 laſtly , That which Fraxciſcus a Yiforia. writes , that a Biſhops bleſſing, or a Lords 
dey hea "1 Prayer, or a knocke onthe breſt, ora little holy water, or any ſach like flight receipt, 
| rextiens.100. | Without any other good motion ofthe hearr, is ſufficient to remit Veniall finne, 150 
| þ-63. ſhamefully abhorringfrom all piery, andjuſtice, thattheſe open bands, buth of nature | 
| Deer.$ 3.9.4 and ſinne, mult be eternally defied of us. It jsan old, and as true a rule, eaſineſſe of par-| 
| harg, wha don gives incouragementto finne : And beſide, what mannerof ſinnesdoe they put 
mir 7 | therankeof Venials? Drunkenneſſe, adultery, angry curſes, or blaſphemies ; coyetoul- 
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ComteMans.l, T9 2017 & he 09056208 | 6 
Navarra. nefſe:yea, ſtealing,ly 1ng,curfing of parents,(Chorrible offences)ſhroud chemſelyes(with 
* $424 TOA | themJunder this plauſible title of veniall;He muſt needs be ſhameleſly wicked that ab-[ 
dias 3” | horresnot thislicentiouſneſſe. Surely Socrates the Hiſtorian propheſied (I thinke)of 
| Secrl.3.21, | theſe men.;; There are ſome(faith he)that let goe whoredome as an indifferent matter, 
Ge TY hich yet ſtrive for an holy=day, as fortheir life. Theordinarie, and not ſlight Contio-| 
be hee nfs 5. rfie(as Cafſander thinketh)ofthe name.nature,condirion, puniſhment of the firſt ſim, | 
oi JaSChyſiftomecalls it, I willingly omit; Neither doe I meddle with their Evangelical! 
perfection of vowes, nor the. dangerousſervirude of their raſh ardirmporent Votaries, 
| pot the nconveniencegpt their Monkerie : which yer are ſo greatand many , that the 
| lect Cardinals of Paw/ the third, doubred not with joynt conſent to affirme, : eu | 
CIA? rders 
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( Orders of Covents we thinke fit tobe aboliſhed z but, forthe condition of thar (i ngle 
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; N 0 Peace with Rome. 
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and ſolitary life,Jer thar be done, which Coſſa#der, and Cliagive the Fronciſcan ariſe] in 
this caſe ; that is, Let all falſe conceir, and prepoſterous confidence bee remoyed from | 


it, thar the truſt, which ſhould onely put in the merit of Chrift, bee no ” upon. 


' 
theſe courſes : and ler no man thinke, that hereby he deſervesrighteouſhe e,remiſſion, 


grace; and laſtly, (which I adde) remove but idleneſfle, ſuperſtition, neceſlitie, from 
this kinde of lite,and we doenot, we will not diſallow it:Neither doe we take our Col- 
leges for any other than certaine ſacred (47x nee) monaſticall Academies , wherein | 
aceording to the precept of Pelegins the Pope, we may be marurely fitred for theſe ho- 
ly fervices of God , and his Church : ſuch were rhe Monaſteries of the Ancient; inſo- 


muchas PoſSz4orius can witneſle, that Saint A»/fey, out of one little houſe, ſent forth ten 
labourersintothe harveſt of the Church. ob | 


Szer. XIII. 
Concerning the Cano of the Scripture. 


rectly concerne our ſelves, to haſten unto thoſe which do more cloſely rouch 


N Ow;(leſt I be too tedious)it is time for mee, from theſe points, which doe di- 
the Myjeftic of God, and doe, as it were, ſend plaine challenges into heaven. 


And thoſe do,erther refpet the Scripture which is his expreſſed word, or Ch, which 
15 his narurall and (ubſtantiallword , or laſtly, the wor{hip due unto his Name. 
 Andfirſt, the Scripture complaines jultly of three maine wrongs offered to it : The | 
firſt , of addition rothe Canon ; The ſecond, of derrattion from the ſufficiencie of ir; 
The third, ofhanging all the authoricierhereofuponthe ſleeve of the Church ; For of 
that corrupt Tranſlation of Scripture , which the Tre#t Divines have made onely and 
fully anthenticall, I forbeare purpoſely to ſpeake ; alrhough it were eaſie to ſhew 
(that which Rexchline , following the ſteps of Hierome,hath averred) T hat the Hebrewes 
drinke of the Well-head ; the Greekes of the ſtreame, and the Latines of the pud- 
dle : neither will I ſo much as touch the injurious inhibition of choſe holy bookes, 
to the Laity. Who can endure a peece of new cloth to bee patched unto an old 
garment > Or what can follow hence, but thatthe rent ſhould bee worſe ? Whocan 
abide, that againſt the faithful} information ofthe Hebrerves, againſt the cleere Teſti- 
monies of Me/ito, Cyril, Athanafins, Origen, Hilary, Hierom, Ruſſinus, Nazianzen, againſt 
their owne Doors both of che middle, andlareſt-age , fix whole bookes ſhould, by 
their fatherhoodsof Trest,be under pain of a curſe, imperiouſly obtruded upon God & | 
his Church?Wherof yer, ſome prapoſe to their Readc1$,no berter than magicalljugg- 


lings, others bloudy ſelfe-murders,other lyingfables, andothers hcatheniſhrices,nor 
without a publike applauſe in the relation : Theſe indeed, Cajet# , ingenuouſ]y,as his 
faſhion is, (according to that hee had learned of Hierome ) would perfwade us tohave | 
beeneadnmnitred onely by the Ancients, into the Canon of Mannc' s, not of Faith. And 
ſarely there be many precepts in $yracides,the counterfeit Salomon, and Eſdras, which 


ned from ſuch like hiſtories . even by thoſe Novices, to whom Athanaſins bequeaths 
theſe bookes!Well may I ſay of theſe, as that Chien ſ:rvant of his Maſter, (which fold 
his wine, and drank his lees)while they have good, they ſeeke for naught:Burler theſe 
bookes (how queſtionable ſoever to Epiphezixs) bee all ſacred, let them bee (according 
rothe meaning of the councell ofCarthage, and of Avſten ſo oft cited , tothis purpoſe) 
after Canonicall: yet whatman or Angel dare preſume toundertake to make them di- 


idle cracke of the Tridegtive curſe, whiles wee here God thundringinour cares, Ifany 
man adde untotheſe words,God ſhall adde unto him the plagues written tm thisbooke. 


Z 


SacT. 


ſavour of excellent wiſedome:; bur I wonder what kinde of good manners can beelear-| 


vine? Wee know full well, how great impietic it isto father upon the God ofheaven | 
© | the weake conceptions ofan humane wit ; neither can we be any whit moved with the 


| 


Poſſtd.in vita 
Au IQ 


Rier.edverſ. 
He loi Pi HW, 


I referrethe | 
reader forthe 
ciation of 
theſe w my 
diiyafive from 


Popecry. 


Cattchumend, ' 


Epiph.l.ſeft.s. 
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S3 qui, LL Hofer, 


Di Barc, Eccl, 
Iudith,T ob. 


Macca-pro Can- | 
2a7icis no rech | 
perit, Anarbema \ 


Br;ſeit, 4. Apos. 
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| NoPeace with Rome. 
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ofthe Inſufficiencie of Scripture. = « 


Either know I, whether it be more wickedly audaztous, to faſten on God thoſe 
N things which he never wrote,or to weaken the authority, and denietheſ ici 
encie of what he hath written : The Papiſts doe both. We affirme (faith Bellas 
mine) that there isnot exprefſely contained in Scriptures, all neceſſary do&trine, either 
concerning faith,or manners : And theTradevtine Fathers gave charge, that Traditions 
be received with no lcfſe Pietie and Veneration, than the Bookes of Scripture. 
Unwritten Truths (faith our wittie Chancellour, Moze)are equivalent tothe Word 
of God:Whart place isrhere for peace? There are we confeſſe, certaine things of amid. 
dle nature, indifferent rites, wherein much muſt bee yeclded tothe Church, machts 
Traditions : but that thoſe things which are {imply neccſſary to falyation ( whether o 
bee knowne,or to bedone) ſhould not be found in the holy Scriptures, either in thejr 
words 91 in their ſenſe, as Aquinas diſtinguiſhes, wee juſtly hold abfurd, and with £af: 
ms, Contrary to all true divinitze : Some conſtirutions for publike order, are fromthe 
Church ; butall neceſfary determinations offaith , are to bee fereht from the voyce of 
God ; This is as Niſſen truly commends it, the right andevenrule of life : The law of 
Godis perfe@, faith Davzd;yea,and makes perfect, faith ParE:Ahd what can be added 
ro that which is already perfe& ? or what perfeCtion can there bee , where ſome ne- 
ceſſary pointsare wanting ; yea,(if wee may beleeve Hoſp )rhe greateſt part ? 
How much is the Spirit of God nuf-raken > Hee wrote chefeThings that wee might 
beleeve, andin beleeving bee ſaved; Bur now (if Trext may be judge) although we be- 
leeve what he hath written, yet we cannot be ſaved, unleſſe we 8a receive,and be- 


ſed, in that publike ſpeech? for which yet we doe not findthat any df thoſe Worthies 
of Nice, did ſo much as jogge him on the elbow, in a mildereproofe, whiles hee layd 
The bookes of the Evangelifts & Apoſtles,as alſothe Oracles 6frhe Ancient Prophets 
doe plainly jnſtru& us in the meſſage. and meaning of God ? How miſerably were 
every one ofthe learned Fathers of the Churchblinded, that they could never, either 
ſee or acknowledge any other rule of faith? And whar thall we fay?Did God envie unto 
mankinde the full reyelarion of his willin the perpernall monuments of his written 


mon ſtore-houſe of Truths (as Rocheftercals it ? ) Or, is that perhaps more uncertaine, 
which is faithfully committed to writting, thanthar which is carried about by the fly 
ing rumors ofmen,and by this ayrie conveiance derfved unroPoſteritie?What a thing 
is 1t (as Jreneus wiſely faid)that we ſhould leave the voyce of the Lord, and his Apo- 
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Nou mihi credas| FIT peg y ”" I | 
. Paradoxes are pernicious to the Chnrch, and ſhamefully derogatory from the glory, 


Fo,quod ex novo\ 


 ſtles, andatrend to theſe tatlers, that talke never atrue word?Or if this befitting, how 


vainly have you ſpent your labors, O all yee Regiſters of Cod, Prophets, Apoſtles, E- 
vangeliſts? and as he faid ofthe ointment, To what purpoſe wasall this waſte? Theſe 


both ofthe wiſdome, and goodnefſe of God : Hold theſe who dare, Surely,we can ne- 
ver abide thar thoſe two markes of Heretikes which 7renexs long ſince ſer downe 


(namely, notroreſt in the bare authority of Scripture, and to. vaunt of other Traditi- 
ons)ſhonld both of them be juſtly branded on our fides. _ _ ” 
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leeve what hee hath not written : How ill was Cerftantize taught of old ? how ill advi-|C 
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; Wood ; "Þ þ SF, BY ob. | S.T ET FLAY v3.8 rhe art | Je ECD ont gn kf 
oi. | [1 _Y this 1s yet moſt ſhamefully injurious, todenie unto the Word of God » 6 : 
© | Ln of ir felfe; and o ro hang the Scriptpres'upon the Church, tharchey muſt 
| Encbir.Eccij.7. needs begge all their authority from the voicts of men. Honeſt EcKas in hisrevi- 
Ty  ]{ed, and GL ected Enchiridion : The Scripture (faith he)is not authenticall without the 
| Achilles pro aurhoritie of the Church : To which as ſome golden and oracular ſentence, there is ad- 
 catholics, {dedinthe margin,a glorious and inſulting applauſe, An Achilles for the Catholiks. I let 
Loo mae aro mon rem Crgrroe —_ 0 -..... pale; 
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A | paſſerheblaſphemies of Hermannus, and Hoſizs, perhaps (as 1unis conſtruesit) mn the | _ 
name of Swinkeftldixs : Tpaſſeover che horrible impiety of that ſhameleſſe gloffe which | irony ay 
teaches, that Salomons Text borrows his credit from the Popes canonization : Zelfup- | 4nimadorrſ.in | 
minealone ſhall ſpeak for all ; who going about to ſupport the number of ſeven Sacra- EE. Pr 
| ments,by the authority of the Tridentine Councell(for this is ever their laſthoid:)The |: 4, | 


ta's! 2. Tit.t3, 

ſtrength (ſaich he) of all che Ancient Councels, and ofa!l opinions, depends upon the |* > Coyne, | 
authority ofthe preſent Church ; And a little before, It we take away theauthoriry of | fer, ome Y 
| |thepreſentChurch, and ofthe preſenc Conncell (of 77e:t) the decrees of all other | 415.9300, | 

|Conucels, andthe whole Chriſtian faith may be called into doubr, 'and queſtion. O 
| |miſerable,and miſerably ſtaggaring ſoules of the Papiſts ! How,many, nor perſons on- 
| |ly,but whole kingdomes, and thoſe (as the Romanifts themſelves confeſſe,andbewaile) 
mighty and flouriſhing, amongſt themſelyes,do yer {till refolurely reject allthe autho- 
p [riryof that Tridextine Councell? The whole Chriſtian faich ? All doctrines and opini 
| |on? Whart,eventhoſe whichare written by the finger of God?rhoſe thar are indiced by 
; |theholy Ghoſt? What is this elſe, but to make God aſlavetomen ; and ro arraigne the | 
| | Maker of heaven andearth, arthe bar of humane judgement ? God will be Gcd ; the 
Scripture of God willbe it ſelfe,in ſpight of Rome, Treat, Hell; Andunlefie we hold this, 
| |wecanhave nopeace with God ; unlefſe we deny it, nopeace with the Zozz mijts. 
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| | SECTION XVII | 
| C oncerning Tran; ubſtantiution. Mes © 
| —Heſe errors concerne the Scriptures ; thoſe which follow, concerne either Cri. Lindana 
F-: | Chriſtsperſon, or his offices: Ller paſſe thac idle brabble, (as Be#armine himiſelfe | ,,2; mari 
. judges ir). which the Popiſh Cenſors haye unjuſtly raiſed abour the Sons God- | Buzz 
Cc head ofhimſelfe;and inſiſt upon waightier quarrels; would thac exploded opinion of Fr" nv 
| | Tranſabſtanriarion, and (which is the root of it) the Multi-preſence of Chrilts body, | cr9.catvinu \ 
| | didnort utterly overthrow the truth of his Humanity. GoodGod! Is it poſhble(as 4- HY delle in nd 
verroesjeſtedof old)rhar Chriſtians ſhould make themſelyes a Godofbread? Thatan ravit. fed am 
| reaſonable man can beleeve, that Chriſt carried his owne bod y1n one of his hands,that div 'pfn dif... 
he raught it forth to be caren by thoſe holy gheſts of his, which ſaw himprefenc with | 2 hey 
them, and heard him ſpeaking torhem, boch whilesthey were eating him and when | are lum iz er. 
they had eatenthe ſacred morſell? T hatrhe ſelfeſame Son of man ſnouldaronceborh | '#*/ie. 
| deyour his whole ſelfe, and yer ſhould fit whole and entire atthe Table. with them ? 
| Tharthe glorious body of Chrilt ſhouldbe carriedrhrough the unclean paſſages of our | 
maws: andeither bethere tucnedinto the ſubſtance of our body ; or (contrary ro that 
tha Spirit (aid of old, Thos ſhals not ſuffer thine haly 018 10 ſee corruption) ſhould be ſub} et Pſal.16.1 9; 
| © putrifaCtion, or vaniſh to nothing, or returne into that heaven wherin it was, erc it 
 retarned, while it returned: or laſtly,ſhould be eaten with Mice(devout and holy Ver- 


mine) or perhaps mixed with poiſon, to the Recelver > Whar Monſters of follies are | 
theſe? How mad, yea, how impious isthis obſ[tinacy of fooliſh men, that they will = | | 
ver-turne the very principles of nature,the order of things, the Humanity of cheir Sa- 

vionrhe truth of the Sacrament, theconſtant judgement of Scripture, and laſtly, the | 
very foundarionsof all Divinicy;and confuſedly jumble Heaven & Earth togerherzra- 
| |cherthan they will (wtiere neceflity requires It) admit bur ofa tropjcallkind of (peech, Tert contre 
| | jnour Savionrs conſecration ; whiles in the mean time, the whole Reverend Serate of | Mar.'.4. Bear 


Un 4 =  Rhcaunu _ 
| | che Fathers cries our, and redoubles the names of Symboles, Types, Signes, Repreſen- | Pro con 
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. telles,this er: or | 

. . oqge | * 1. Ly J | {e ® . ho - tT IE j | 

| ration, Similitude, Figures, and whart-ever many my ny rare on by Tera 
| | withſtandingalithe indiguation of Heaven,allche ſcorne of Pagans,all tn-Retuctation 


| . . "4 . - 'n Biiengaitus. 
| | ofthe Church > This lecter killerh, as O/gen truly ſpeakes : Now what likely hood IS | Ang.Iſal Z 
\F| there, here, of agreement ? Thar rhe true body of Chriſt 18 truly offered, and truly re-| © FI 
\ | ceived in the Sacrament, which of us hath nor ever conſtantly taught, and defended? © þ 
| | | 


| 3-16.Ch1 yf, 
bs ore by any bodily touch, as Cyyil& Ambroſe ay well, bur by our fairh. | Hem46. zn 1h. 
But how is this? not by any bodily raucti,asCyyil&& Amoroſe lay wel,our by our tatth. | TaT46, 1n 10h, 
'Thar it ſhould be Corporally,Carnally, Orally preſent, & torn1npieces withour teeth | F47*51.de | 


Ench.cap.r. 
| | 


| ; 25.53 , P 
(asgood Pope Nicholas cauſed Berengarim to fay,& our Aer hath followed him unbid- | ve dad. cz7;, j 


den)hath ever ſcemed impiousto us, afid(as d es noe ir)no lefſe than pe. Zo 
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526 - No Teace with Rome. 


We like well yet the ingenuitie of Ariz ſon ranys,in this point z who upon Leb.22.|A 
This is my body (faith hee) thatis, My Bodie 15 Sacramentally contained in this Sacra- 
ment of Bread: and ſtraighthe ads (hke another Nicodems, Chriſts nightly Diſciples) | 
The ſecret and moſt miſticall manner wherof, God will once vouchſate, more cleerly | 
tounfold to his Chriſtian Church : Thus he: In the meane time,forus; this prodigious 
conceir of Tranſabſtantiation, which alone containes in it as many abſurd errors, as 
there have bin minutesof time, from the firſt forming of it(that is, from rhe Councell 
of Lateran) untill this houre,can look to be entertainednootherwiſe at our hand, than 
as ſucha Devilliſh fancie deſeryerh, with hatred, and execration. 


| Gangs 
" o 


| 'SEcrtION XVIII 
Concerning the Multi-preſence of Ckriſts body, 


— ee 
FY - 


Ut this ſleeveleſſe tale of Tranſubſtantiation, was ſurely brought both into the 


CXAQDL9ACY ay - | | | 
| 265 [roto and upon the ſtage, by that other Fable of the Multi- preſence of Chriſts q 
| body : neither know [, whether I ſhould prefer for madnes, and ſophiſticallcoo- | 
zenage. That the fame body of Chriſt ſhould be in a thquſand places ar once of this ſub- 
| 


lunary World, whiles yet it is in the mean time intire in Heaven; That the whole bo- 
dy of Chriſt ſhould he hid ina little thin Wafer, yet fo, that the parts and members| 
thereofſhould notonerun into another, bur continue diſtinct, and ſeverally diſpo- 
ſedamong themſelyes, and have a ſhape and order agreeable to a mans body (which 


——— 


: are Bellaymines owne words)itdothnotonly exceed reaſon, but faith : Neither dothey 
| ſay now (as of 01d) Behold, here is Chriſt,or there ; but(which is much worſe) Beh6ld, 
TT echt ever Chriſt is both here, and there ; That received 4xiom of the Schools is of an etefhall| 


| ciin Card, Trath; The numericalluniry of a finite thing cannot ſtand without continuity. Who 


2 | can chooſe but beaſhamed of the Jeſaits here? The very places in which Chriſtsbody | 
; is, (faith Bearmine) are diſcontinued ; yea, and the body of Chriſt it ſelfe is divided| |} 
| from it{elfe,inrelpe&ofplace,but not in reſpe& ofhis proper ſubſtance, or quantity; 


| 
| 5s £110.55, | ASIFrhere conldbe any diviſion ofa materiall ſabſtance,butby boundsof place? Asif 
Spatia loccrum| QUANEILY were not borh bounded, and meaſured by place alone? As if there were notan 
all repute, py md reſation of the __ tothe rang PROne __ yo _—_— 
we wit only.S.Xavier in our Age (one of Zopalaes brood) was ſeen at once, both in the 
Cited alſo by | Ship, and in the Boat : Turſillom oil untothis Cpeons Sainr, and his Fellow- 
Dan.. fabuler,the Reporter, I cannot deviſe to ſeta better match, than that Plaurine Amphi- 
char, Plav.Ams| If z) : Dareſt hon fay, thou fond Slave, that which never man yer faw (nor indeedcan 
PLL #777, 1 be done) tharone man ſhould ar the ſame time, be in two places ar once? | 
aud nem» un.) How far wide is Xqzinas (the honour ofthe Schools) which faith;By the ſame ground 
quan homo 23-| or reaſon thatan Angell might be in two places, he might be in as many as you will? |p 
_ out '| Seenow either Xawvey is every where, or elſe the carcaſſe ofa Frier is more ſabrill than| 
| :w20, homo 3dern the nature ofan Angell. To conclude, either Aquinas is falſe, or the Papiſts Ubiquitt- 
Ce Thee ries. Howover-bold are the Jeſuits, rhe Patronsof this Multi-preſence ? Bellarmine, | 
Mag! 1..d 31.9) (Corning the modeſty of Thom, Egidins, Carthuſian, Capreolxs ; Becauſe (ſaith hee) we 
ZN be * mn chat rhe body of Chriſt may be in many places at once, locally, and vifibly,rher- 
For ore we ſay, andhold;thar the ſome body may be circamſcriprively and definitively in 
more placesatonce : For, that a body may be cifcumſcriptively in any place, nothing 
1 required, but that it be fitly meaſured unto that place : So as the bounds of the place 
| and rhe thing placed, be both together ; but, it is nor required ; that ir ſhould not bee 
elſe-where, as 1nan another place: Thus he : Whar an abſard oppoſition is this? To 
4 |] beecircumſeribedinone place, and yetto bee other-where ; Thatthe boundsof the 
place, and the thingplaced ſhould be bur one, andthe places a thoufand; that a thing | £ 
| | ſhould bee fitly commeaſared by one place; and yer bee in almoſt infinice - That ano-| 
| Senientens fiut-| CNET remote place ſhould leflehindercircumſcription, than a part of the next place; 
GE Ven 35 ok i ws Tye - Ages ak 2 Yoo cannot bur laugharthe wiſe folly of 
"ak thele men, as Tre newfaid ofthe Valentinians? wy 
| But 1 willingly hearethar of Cheyſoftome ; Toconceive of divine things by Philoſo-| | 
py, 1800 other, than ro rake out a red-hot Iron with our fingers, and not with tongs. | 
| | ] 
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Y No Peace with Rome. © | 6+: | 


And, that of Azg«fiize, Yeeld God able rodoe ſomething, which thou 4rtnociblets | Secrect.v as, | 
underſtand ; It 1s reported that Ariſiorle milvled eAcimthe Hererik, into chat filthy er- | 76 de Vreſe 
ror of Arriu ;and Terrultianhathravght us; char all Herefies are ſuborned by Philoſa- | 
phy. What hath Achensto do with Ateruſul: :the Academy wirhthe Church? Away 
wich Argumzntswhere faith is in queſtion, as Thos ingenuoul]y ſaies our of Ambreſe; 
[Bat whar isall this rous? [tis well yer, and I doe heartily conyrarulare it to our then, 
chat the idle tale of Surizs concerning M:lait#on, arid Caroloftidins 8 other Proteſtants, | Binizsin vita 
abandoning ofall Philoſophy (wherwith yer Bin pleaſedhimiſelfe of late) is thus hife } 44936 
ſed ont of connrtenance;and yaniſhed ; Belike now, the reformed Doftors are Philoſo- 
phers;but toomuch : For us, we do eatily grant thar many things are done, which we | 
cannot underſtand; bur rheſe things we grarit nor, becauſewe tinderſtanid they cannot Saptrrtawy 
be done : God hath abfolure power (as Thom-is ſpeaks truly) over the whole narure of | © RF: 
| the creature zbur not {o,as that he ſhould cauſe ittobe,and not tobe,at once; This (as 
$deel {ates wittily)) Des porenter non poreft' ; The object of Gods power (4s the 1eſuircs 
Schoole willingly conteſſss)is whatſoever implies nota contradiction in it felfe, Now, 
that the ſelfeſame body ſhould fic dowue, and not fit downe ; thould be viſible and in- 
viſible ; diviſible and continued, and yer diſcontinued and indivilible 3 Tobe all here, 
tobeallellewhere tobe here greater, there lefle :To be one,an.l many ; the fame,and 
divers; todepart,andnot to depart; to be contained in Heaven, and not tobe contai- 
ned ; to beaquancily withour fpace, tobe meaſured by,and fitredtoaplace,and not to | 
take up'any place ; Tobe accidenrs,and yet nor-to be inherent; Tobe tormerly;yerto| 
be made ; To be made, and nor to he made; [Fo beotherwiſe in places, than in aplace, | 
Tobea true body,and yer to be ſpirtually ;'That Boy were well worthy of whipping, 
that caanor diſcerne and confeſſe manifeſtcontradictions. Brit w hat toe I ſpend time 
5 in thischorny Diſcourſe? Thisone word ſhall ſhac, and ſfummeup all ; Thar this wic- 
| | kedpaireof opinions oFers plaine violence tothe true hymanity of Chriſt ; neither 


can eyer, Salva fide, be reconciled with the Eyangelicall- Truth. 
Fes Er rn En Sy | 


Section XIX; 
Concerning 1he Sacrifice of the Maſſe, + [ 


\He Prieſtly Office of Chriſt isnot a lictle impeached by the dayly Oblation of } 

the Miffall Sacrifice, and thenum5erof Mediators. ' For the firſt : Tharinthis } | 

Sa:red Sapper there 13 a Sacrifice (in that fenſes wherein the Fathers ſpoke) | = | 

none ofnsever do!nrted ©, bur rhat is chen; eirfter Lacreuricall (as B fur mine diſtingui- | vain 7s | 
ſh25irnocill)or Euchariſticall : Thar is here (as Coryſoſtome ſpeakes) a remembrance Naas 
nj of a Sacrifice, that 1s,'23 A «pg »ſtine interprets it,a Memoriallof Chriſts Paſſion, celecra- | ; EY 
ted inthe Church ; and from this (weert contmemoracion of our Redemprion, there | 

[ 

| 


| ariſes another Sacrifice, the Sacrifice of praiſe; and from thence a true Peace-offering 


ofche Chriſtian ſoule ; Theſe three Sacrifices offer themſelves ro us here; bur for any } 
propitiatory Sacrifice; unleſſe it bee (as the Gloſit interprets ir) repreſenrvely, I fitid | - - .  - q 
none, rjone Efſentiall ; none (as the Tridenrines labour to perſwade) titit and proper ; | 7'4 7: Sj 
neither indeed can there be. For, what ? Doththe Prieſt offer the ſame thar Chriſt |** 
hath offered, or another? Ifanorther ; then not propitiatory ; for onely Chyiſt is our | 
| Propiriation: Ifthe ſam? ; then nor an unbloudy Sacrifice ; for Chriits Sacrifice wasa | 
bloudy one ; Then; the naturall Being of Chriſt ſhould againe be deſtroyed; Then, 
th2 blouJofrthe Mediator (whch I abhorre croimagine) malt bee ofa finice value and | 
power: yea; Chriſt himſeife did not ſacrifice on the Table, bur on rhe Croffe ; For if | 
| the $xcrifice, which heofered in his Supper, were perfect,and fully propiriatory, what | 
n2eded he todic afterward? wherefore was his bloud ſhed upon the Crofle, which by } 
his Tranſibſtantiatedbloud (not yerſhed) had formerly redeemed che World ? Bar | 
firh2anbloady, thn itis not propiriatoty :'for withour ſheddingof blood (airh rhe 
Apotlc) is no remiſſto1. Or whir oppoſition is there berwixt the order of Me:co7ſc- | 6.9.24 
4-c and 4 win betwixt Chrijtand che Prieſtzofth2 old Law ; if this Ofhice doe equally | 
P1T:, a11ideſcend in 1lony Pedigree of mortal Succeffors-? Or why were che legall | 


| Sacrifizs Of the Tewifh Synagozutr {y'oft aa ) butb2cyr{Irhey were not perfect ; 
UE : ny | 2 . be. FR ail 
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Ea 
: Dub Franciſcus 


ratam tbl 
| Cmtftus erit. 


e 1, qud modo 
; Cn: 1[1165 Crate 


| Hop Steph d- 


m Martyr. 


Martial, 


ia Noſtrapians . 
pM, hee: which haſt all onr ſins fordone; | 
[1c ors hos Out of a Mothers right, wepray thee 
rt | © ©. » *Bidour Redeemer toobeythee, 
: | If all theſe were not openly approved by the holy Cenfors of the ne 
———_—— —_— rn ents c mo _ — _—_—— Ao _— 


| _— No VPeace with Rome. 


| of God, Once Offered,One Sacrifice, One Oblation? AndyertheſzPopiſh Shavelings 


Iam F/anciſcus 


: D2/.H--04. Fox. 


0 felix puerpe- | 


—— 


and how can, Or why ſhould that which ismoſt abſolutely perfett,be reirerated? 
To conclude, what can either be ſpoken or conceived more plaine, thanthoſe worgs 


EE }©'GGC?sS]S8S8SD"_— 


(Devour men) take upon them tocrucifie,and ſacrifice Chriſt againe; and whilesthey 
folemnly offer the Sonne of God up unto his Father, they humbly beſeech him, (ina 
religious blaſphemy) that he would be pleafed to bleſſe, and accepr thar Oblation. Jr 
is nor forus, I confeſſe, robe ſodev out : We will remember this holy Sacrifice of Chriſt 
(as Cafſmnder well advices) and celebrate it with a thankfall heart, wee will nor repeat 
It; we will gladly receive our Saviour, oftered by himſelfe, ro his Father, and offered 
to us by his Father, we will not offer him to his Father : -which one point whiles wee 
ſtickat ( we needs muſt) we are {traight ſtricken with the Thunderbolt of the An 
thera of Trent : Here can be therefore no poſſibilitie-of peace. 
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SECTION X K. : 
Of the Numbey of Mediators, and the Invocation of Saints,” 
]: doth not more belong to thePrieſthood of Chriſt, that he offered himſelfe once 


for us (a ſpotlefſe Sacrifice) upon the Altar of his Croſſe, than that he daily offers 

to his Father, the incenſe of our Praiers, on the Altar of Heaven. As therfore ma- 
ny Sacrifices, ſo many Mediators, plainly ſeem to put Chriſt out of office. Neither 
indeed hath the number of Interceffors more increaſed in thisold Age of the World, 
| than the impierie of imploring them : For the modeſter judgement of the former 
| Schools, ſoframed to it ſelfea diſtin&tion of Mediation, that ir challenged one kinde 
thereof as proper onely to Chriſt, thinking the other ary j be imparted unto Saints: 
but our late Doctors (wilfully breaking the bars both of Logicke and Divinity) have 


righr belong toan Agent for peace, all that (if not more) have they attribured tothe 
Saints. Hereupon one faiesto the bleſſed Virgin, O Savioreſſe, fave me : Another, 
Obraine thou pardon, apply grace, prepareglorie for me. Others (if we may beleeve 
| Caſſander) famous Divines have ſaid, That God hath tranſlated one halfe of his King- 


dome, which conſiſts of Mercy tothe blefled Virgin Mary , reſerving the other halfe 


rothe Reader : Heare the holy Muſe of Turſefine; 

FRANCcis thit ww, ſhall mwwbeCurisr tothee_, 
And loone after, 

And CrrisT that was, Saint Francis now ſhall bel. ' 


fay true) ofprevaliing;: | 
Oh, what mad gownes have ſwaid the Romane State { 
as their Poets faid of old : 


— — 


that they publikely Gngintheir very Churchesthis devour Anthbeme, 
O bappy Mother of that Sonne 


of Juſtice, to himſelfe : Orhers, that we may appeale from the Bar of Gods Juſtice, to 
{7.,ries Courtof Mercy ; Others have ſo compared their Frances with Chrif, that (1 
tremble to ſpeake it) whether of theſe was the rypicall zeſs, might ſeem queſtionable 


O Tongue worthy to bee cutour of that blaſphemoas mouth (as Hierome ſaid of his 
Figilantizs)and pnade into gobbers ! Neither hath chis impious Paraſite, or his Sedulim 
done more for their Stigmaricall France, than the holy Archbiſhop Antenizs hath 
done for his Dominick, in an emulation of blaſphemie : There wants nothing (that I 
can ſee) but rhateverlaſting Goſpell of the Friers: and it wanted not much(if Hiſtories 


Othershaveſacrilegiouſly turned Letanies, Creeds, Pfalters, and whar-ever God 

meant to honour himſelfe by, untothe name ofthe holy Virgin : And I would toGod 
| this were onely the private miſ-devotion of ſome ſaperſtitious old wife, or ſome idle 
and (ily Cloyſiterer : Faine wouldour charitie conceive fo ; which is ſtill'credulous, 
and (asthe Apoſtle commands) thinks nor evill ; if Caſſander did not diredtly telus, 


raſhly inchroched upon all the Offices ofa Mediator ; and whatſoever might by any | 


| 


Et 


© — 


— — 


- "0 Peace with Rome., oy = 629. 


Church (ſevere Controulers of manners) yea, by the voices of their owne'Popes: [ 
If at this day (witneſſe the Muſes of Bencius, and Boparcivs) the Jeſuites did not 
both ſpeake and write thus : Bur lerus leave theſe bold impietics (if you will) to 
| |their Bernardires, Antonines, Bartlemewes of Piſa , Turcellines; bring us foorth their | 
more ſober Divines, Potzdores, Cafſanders, Vives : Even their opinions will not 
downe with us, which reach rhar the Saints are in any wife ro bee praycd unto. 
Indeed the Proteſtants ſay ( as Bel/armins grants ) that the Saints pray for us; | Lib-deBeatir. 
bur, onely in a generality: Bxcey ſaid truly, that the Sainrs have great love to their | $9715. Caff: 
militant brethren ; great defire of their ſalvation ; and ſo doubtlefle have the Angels: jg og _ | 
But muſt we therefore {ingle our any one of thoſe bleſſed Spirirs roaydus, to ſe for nels | 


The ſame is 
| [us In the Court of Heaven? GOD forbid: for upon what fairh muſt theſe pray- Grr9-naghy 


| : Luth Oecol, Me. 
ers of ours bee grounded? unleffe perhaps (as Hofrns faith) wee muſt beleeve in the 


—_ 


| 
| lan. Brent. ce 
p Saintsalſo? yea, how ſurearewe, that none ofthe Saints can eirher ſearch the heart, | 29% «ppeate. 


the fountaine of our Prayers, or ar once heare ten thouſand of their Suppliants, di- Crs 
ſtantin place from each orher; yea further , if(as chere ſhould bee nolimirs ſer toRe- 
ligion)all the world over, devour Clients ſhouldat once jointly commend, and pro- 
ſtrate themſcives humbly to ſome one Saint; it 15 nor a {wifrnefſe of nature (as Hierom 
E contends) that wouid ſerverheturne ; a true nbiquity (as B![/armixe confeſſes) muſt bee 
requiredtothe hearing of all thoſe prayers : What hinders now but that they , which 
of (finfull men have made Saints, ſhould ofrheir Saints make Gods alſo? Beſides, which 
of the Prophets, which ofthe Apoſtles ever commanded this? which ofthe Saints of 
the former world hath ever done it ? Or what other ( if credit may bee given to Theylo- 
ret ) did Saint Paul forbid, under the worſhip of Angels ro his Coloſsians 2 Or what 
wasthe Hereſie ofthe Colhridjans , if this muſt goe for piety ? T hat rule of Epiphayins | FPithbere79. 
ſhall bee ever a ſafe courſe for us: Ler Mary bee honoured ; bur the Father, Son, and 
C | Holy Ghoſt worſhipped : Here 1s no feare of danger, but that we may goe ſafely to that 
' |GOD, whichcalsus to him ; and proſtrate our ſelves ro his Chriſt, our Gracious Sa- 
[ viour : None of the Saints can envy God this Honour : none of them eyer did either 
arrogate it to himſelfe, or ſuffer it to bee given him : Neither is there anyofthem 
whom God ever allowedeither to take it to himleife,or tro impart it to others, or to ac- | 
cept it quietly , being imparted to him by others : I he Papiſts therefore may cometo 
| 


us, when they will, with ſafety and advantage z wee may not yeeldrorhem, withour 
manifelt danger of Idolatrous dotage. 


——_———— a, 
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StcTION XX. 


Of the Superſtitions, Heathenifh, and 3iculons 
D worſhip of the Papiſts. | 


Ur if any good natured Reconciler ſhall bee ſo indifferent, as tothinke thefe 
| | DET points of difference not to bee ſo hainons, bur that every one might ſe- | 9054p 
cretly maintaine what opinion hee liſt, yer ſo, that (as Conſtantine ſaid to Alexan- 
der and Arrizs) whiles the minds differ,the ourward peace may be preſerved ; Let him | 
further underſtand,thart the continuallpractice of the religious worſhip, and ſervice of | 
God, will ever both raiſe and proclaime nolefſ? hoſtilitie, rhan marrer of judgement : | 
In our devorions and publike exerciſes of Pterie, and places conſecrated to this uſe, 
there is nothing thar can offend either the eye , or the mind ofa Papiſt ;, except the | 
| | bareneſſeof our walls, and the Apoſtolicall ſimplicity of Ceremonies : An eafie fault; 
and ſach . asit isnopraiſe of their ingenuiti- to winke at; For , long ſince have thoſe | - } 
clauſes ofour publike Licurgie beene purpoſely blotted out, which in our Grand-fa- 
thers dayes did bur lightly tonch this called ſore of Poperie. | 
E Burcontrariwiſe , inthe Popiſh Churches , there is ſcarce any thing either ſaid, or 
done, whercof wee can with acleere and unwounded conſcience, bee either partakers 
or witneſſes : Their verv walls kill us dead; bur their ridiculous or demonicall ſervice, | 
| | who can endure? Wee honour (as wee ought ) the deare and happy memory of the 
S1ints : and chiefly , the Leader of thatheavenly Quire, theblefſed Virgin , the Mo- 
| ther of GOD ; and whatſoever ſhee ay” not roo diſhonourable to her ſelfe, on 
| ... 6 
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SidoninEp't. 
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Pome. luſtr, 
| Poet. Italorimm. 


Moyes Scots 
Org. Pap. 
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| Cafſ.Conſult.de 
| Relig San#t. 
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Hie/ ad Riparih 
aduer[Yretl. 


Creator which is bleſſed for eyer. 
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| or A#tonics Swine ; and ſurely , hee had neede ofa very thicke Hide, that can doe this. 


| Ne Peace with Rome. 


her Lord, and Saviour, we willmoſt gladly give it her to thefull : Neitherwill weonly 
glorifie GOD in his Saints (as A»gyſtive hath-taught Dxrand to ſpeake )but wee will 
magnifie the Saints (as opportunity ſerves) for their excellent graces, a 


f : . nd wors 
thy a&s both in GO Dandn themſelves ; wee willadmire, extoll, and (wharyee 


may) imitate their fingular conſtancie , faith , fanctitie ; as Sidonivs ſaid of his 
Claudia, | 


———_— 


—_W 


_ 


No Tombe can either Soule or glory ſhroud. 


But, todiggeup their holy bones( thatT may borrow Lathers word out of their 
quiet graves, and to fall downe before theſe wormeaten Monuments of the Saints. tg 
expect from them a divine power, whether of cure, or of fandtification; equally to re- 
ſpect Francis his Coule, Annes Combe , Joſephs Breeches , Themaſes Shooe ( as Eraſmus 


ſeemes, that Cardinall couldabide it well,in whoſe Garden is yet to bee ſecnethis 
raph, which hee wrote upon his too-dearly-belovedBitch : 


This Tombe for thee (deare Bitch) T builaed have, 
T hat worthier wert of Heaven, than a Grave. 


Epi- 


Wee { prophane Hrgvenots) cannot skill of worſhipping Martins Boots, or Geor- 
ges Scabbard, or Crispins Paring-knife ; or ( which they ſay is kept in a certaine 
Towne of Liexria) the Tayle oftharaſſe, which Chriſt rode upon - or Roches Do ge, 


But, incarneſt, ſay wee ſhould yeeld rheſe adorations to bee lawfull, and godly: 
What Marcaris ( amonglt ſo many wouds of counterfeit trees) can ſhew us the true 


 nayles? Affuredly both theſe Ingglers ſmile one upon another , while they ſhew theſe 
Relikes to their people ;and now, even the filly vulgar begins (not without indignati- 
on) todiſcrie this coozenage. Toomnt rheretore theſe ridiculous tricks, and knauiſh 
conveyances of their ſhavelings, let us inthiscaſe, appeale even to Caſſanders owne 
moderation ; who (having firſt honeſtly acknowledged the ancient complaints of 
Baſil, Ambroſe , Angiuſtine, about the buſineſfe of theſe abuſes )goes on thus: Itap- 
peares (faith he)chat in tne latter times there hath beene too much given to the Relikes 
and Mo:uments of the Saints. So as even good men, and thoſe which were zcalouſly 
deuonr, wer? growne to that paſſe, that they placed the ſumme ofall Religion , in ga- 
thering togerhcr the Relikesof the Saints,and in garniſhing then: richly with Goldaud 
Pearles, and building ſumpruous Chappels and Temples to them : And againe, thoſe 


fooliſh and ſiperſluous worſhip of Relikes : wherefore in the Conncell of Cabihon,thoſ? 
are reproved, who in a pretence of deyotion, goc on Pilgrimage to Rome , or Turon, 


| Saints : and many times by the ſubtletie, andilluſion of the Devill, (abuſing the ſuper- 


or any other like places, as if they thought, that the frequenting of theſe holy Shrines, 
could both purge them from ſinne, and licence them to finne with impunitie. And un- 
to this,yet another miſchiefe harhbeene added,that for coverouſneſle fake to intice the 
{imple people, falſe Relikes have beene deviſed, and fained Miracles reported ; andby 
thoſe Miracles, the Superſtition of the multitude was fo fed , that they were ratherta- 
ken up with an admiration of the wonders, then drawne toan holy imitation of the 


{tition of men) new Relikes were,by Dreames and Viſions,revealed to the World.and 
by the operation of the ſame Devill, Miracles ſeemedto be wrought, for the confirma- 
tion thereof: Thus faith Caſſarder, like a true German , ſhall I ſay ? or like atrue Trae- 


lite ? But wee that have beene better taught , dare freely, and confidently fay of our- | 


complaines) with the Sonne of God himſclte, can ſeeme no better tous, thanan hor. | 
bleimpicty : Neither can wee abide, either to deifie men, orto canonizc beaſts : It 


Croſſe? or what Heleza amongſt ſuch heaps, yea, Hils of Iron, can ſhewus the true C 


that were lewd and godlefſe, pur all their confidence ( though vaine and falſe) inthe |D 


ſelves, as Hiezomvrofeſſed of o!d , inthe name of all Chriſtians : Sofarre are wee from 
adoring rhe Relikesof Martyrs, that wee worthip neither Sunne, nor Moone,NO! An- 
gels, nor Archangels , Cherubin , nor Seraphin, nor any name that is named either In, 
the preſent World, orthe future; leſt wee ſhould ſerve the creature, rather than the 


The 


wes 


| NO Peace nith Rome. _ L 63 | 


re ag _ 


Fhen, that from Relikes wee may deſcend to Images: Is itpoſfi ble that wee ſhould | ., 
not bee ever diſpleaſed with that fratiticke faperſticion of the Romiſh Church > That 
againſt the Tables of Gods Law, againſtthe Inſtitutions of the Apoltles , againſt the 
praCtiſe of the ancient Church, againſt the manifeſt Decreesof Councels, againſt the 
cleere Teſtimonies of Fathers, in defiance of God, and men, the Churches of Chrifti- 
ans ſhould bee no lefſe peſteredwith Idols, than the Temples of the Heathen ? That 
(as Jerome complained of old} the native beavtie of the Church ſhould bee pollu- | Hier.Magto 
red with the filth of Paganiſme ? "Thar ( which Exſeb3vs juſtly taxerh of madneſſe) | ®741977kom, 
there ſhould be a viſible and bodily Image or repreſentation made of the Inviſible and 
Spirituall God? That wee ſhould pur.our confidence in Agais Dez, Graines, Tapers, | 151,516 cow 
| | Roſes, Swords, Enſignes , Bels, ridiculouſly ( after their manner )inchanted > That | * * 
by certaine Magicall Exorciſmes , the Devill ſhould bedriven out of thoſe Creatures, eo” 1 
{ p | wherein hee neverwas > Nay: le: useyen enter into league with Satan himſelfe , if | 
wee Fong give either allowance , or connivence to ſuch Diabol'call practiſes of will- | 
wor{tp. vo | | 
| | I doepurpoſely forbeare to ſpeake of that prophane paradox. of the ſufficiencie of the 
| | outward worke done, without goodinward diſpoſitions ;the idle mumbling up of 
Prayers, ina forraine tongue: the number and verrue of Sacraments, the Sacrilegi- 
ous mutilation ofthe Euchariſt , 'and athouſand other Monſters, both Opinions, and 
ceremonies: Theſe that I Have reckoned, are errors more than enow : AndI would | 
to God, thoſe which wee have here particularized, were not ſuch, that there js no re- 
| | medy, butrhat wee muſt needs cternally fall out eicher with God, or with Rowe. Since 
therefore neither Truth can ever yeeld , nor Obſtinacy will yeeld ; let us ſervecheer- 
fully under the coloursof our Heavenly Leader , and both proclaime and maintaine an 
unreconcilable warre with theſe Romiſh Hereſftes. | | 
${7 oo Section XXIL 


. Of the Impoſcibility of the Meanes of Keconciliation. | 
- \ Nd now, fince no wiſe man can ſuſpe@t of us, that wee will ever grow tothar 
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height of madnefſſe , as to runnae perfidioufly from the Standard of God , tothe i 
Tents ofthat Roman Antichriſt ; Is there any hope, that the Papiſts will ever be 
drawne backe to rhe ſoand and pure judgement of the Primitive A ntiquity 2 Oh, that 
God would vouchſate rhis grace to the Chriſtan World , that wee could bur comfort 
our ſelves with the hope ofſo great happineſic ! | 
Whart a fight were this how pleaſant, how wotthy of God and his Angels, that(as it 
is faid of the Nevatian Faftion, and the Orthodoxe of 0:d)men , women, chi!dren of | Secr.'t.2.c. 30, 
D| both parts, without all guile , and cloſe harbours of difcontentrwent, ſhould mutual] 
bring ſtones and matter tothe buildingup of this Temple of another(yer true) Reſur- | 
| re&ion ! Wewillgladly ſpeake unto themzand (ifneed bee)upon our knees in Cypriazs . 
Hg ypr.l.3.Epit | 
words: Sithence we may: nor come forth of the ſourd and true Church of God , and 
comeunto you; Let nsbeſeech and intreat you , by whatſoever ſhould bee moſt deare 
unto you, that you wouldreturne toour fraternity , and into the boſome of that Mo- 
ther Church, whence yee are revolted ; andas hee ſaid in Theocrits, yet at laſt bee per- 4 
{waded: we are both brothers of one blood ; why will you needs fight moreagainſt A en epeg 
| yeur felves, than your bretheren ? Neldrbs,&hce | 
| -|  Buralas, ſooner may God createa new Rome , than reforme the old : Yea needes 
- | muſt that Church pur off it ſelfe, and ceaſe to be whar iris, ere it can beginto be oncea- 
gaine what it was: for (asthe Comicke Poet faidin the like ) both ſubſtance, credit, ),, ., Hello” 
F fame,vertue, honour, have ar once forſaken her:and by long diſ-uſe have left her worſe- { Simut enim res? | 
| than naught:neither doe I ſee how theſe houſes can be repaired, but they mult be pul- \ #45; a 7g 
| | [led downeto the very fonndations, and then built from the ground. ENT avs 
{41 | Buriftherebe any likelihood of remedie, yet to bec hoped for;ſfurely,it muſt needs | 7ainuſu. | 
come either from her lfe,or from others, Can it bee ſirſt from her ſelfe, which obſti- bb Bene 
| nately defends her errors, not onely with rongue and pen, but with fire and ſword too? | deor nibi, ec. 
which will not yeeld ſo much as that ſhee can erre? which refuſed toamend thoſe no- | 
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torious abuſes, which by the moderate verdict of herele& Cardinals, were condemneg>|F 
and laſtly, whichby the palpable flatteries of her laſt and worſt Paraſites the Jeſuites, js 
growne not ſecure onely, but pronder than eyer ſhee was? Canir be then from other? 


How ofc hath this beene indevouredin vaine ? Rome may bee ſacked and battered (as 
ithach often beene) by militarie forces ; but purged by aCmonitions , convictions 

cenſares, it wiilne\ er bee. I remember on this occaſion what Siſhivs rhe Leftor ad. 
viſcd Biſhop Nedarins in the like caſe : That hee hadever found diſputarionsfofarre 
from reconciling of Schiſmes, that they are ſtill wont to inflame the winds of hererjks 
to ſiffer contention. What then ? Can it bee from her ſelfeand others? Alas \ how 
ſhould ir? unlefſe eirher others had power, or her ſelfe had will to bee redrefſed. For 
certainly ifthere be any one ſparke of good hope yet alive, it muſt be in the aydandde. 
termination ofa generall Councell; and fucha Synod isno lelfe impoſſible, thanre. 
conciliation ir ſelfe. For who ſhall call it? whoſhall fit Preſident in it ? who ſhall bee 
preſent, and give their voices 2 What ſhall bee therule of the d«cilions? what theorder 
of execution ? Let them bring forth (if they will) the fiſter, or the daughter ofthat 
their Tridentine aſſembly, who can hold from ſmiles and ſcorne ? Forlſooth the 

would deale with us (asLether wittily jeſted of the ſummoning of this Councell by 


Part the third ;jmuch likeunro them that mocke an hungry dogge with a cruſt anda] 


knife; who 'n Red of giving him the bread,icr Þ1m feelethe haft : well may we reſolve 
with Nazianzen, toavoidall ſuch meetings of Biſhops, for that no ſuch Synod everdid 
good, bur rended rather to the decay than advantage of the Church: I remember 
Iſidoxe derives the Late word Copcilinm, a citiis ocutorum : for that all dire& the fight 
of their mindes into one center. There can therefore bee no Councell held by thoſe 
which profcſſe a generall and publike diſagreement of judgement : In vaine ſhould wee 
indevour any fuch courſe, unlefle eyery one of them would reſolve tothinke of peace 
at home.and would perſwade his heart, laying aſide all prejudice, and wiltull reſpects of 
faction. ingenuoaſly to ſubmithimſcife rothe truth when ir once appeares , and more 


to regard their ſonles, than their eſtates: For can wee thinke it equall (as things now 


ſtand) that the ſame parties ſhould be allowed, witnefles, plaintiffes.defendants, Judges 
in theirowne cauſe? Or ſha wee perhaps hope, that thoſe privileges whch have h1- 
therto bcen trecherouſly and tyrannically uſurped by Papiſts,willnow,upon better ad- 
viſement. be ingenuouſly given up by rhem, and renounced ? or.that they will, nowat 
laſt, thunder and lighten Azathemaes againſt their owne heads? Some fooles may hope 
for this, which areunacquainted with that old verſe ſo common in the mouth andpen 
of Lipſeus., 


Moribus autiquis Res ſtat Romana, viriſqy. 


But forus(unleTe Hethat doth wonders alone, by his ſtretched-ontarme from heaven, 
ſhould mightily beyond all hope,effe& this) we know too well thar it cannot bee done : 
Onely thisone thing (which God hath promiſed) wee doe verily expe&,to ſee the day 
when the Lord Jeſus ſhall with the breath of his mouth deſtroy this lawlefſe man, 10g 
{ince revealed to his Church,and by the brightneſſe of his glorious comming, fully dif 
cover, and diſpatch him. Not onely in the meanes, and way, but in the end alſo , 


Gate 
"OI" 
he ac ae oo _—_—__— 


No Peace with Rome. "Il 


> 


—_ =; da Rome oppoſite to heaven : The heaven ſhall paſſe away, by a change of quality,not 2n 
| wage, | Utter deſtruction of ſubſtance : Rome , by deſtruGion , not by change ; Ofus there- 

| fore and them ſhal! that old Bucolick Verſe beeyerified: 
Out of each others breſt their ſwords they drew: | 

Nor wou!d they reſt , till one the other ſlew. 
Glory to God, Viltory tothe Truth, Warre with | 
Hereſte, Peace tothe Church. 

FINIS. : 
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HON OVRA BL E, MY. 
SINGVLAR GOOD LORD, 


EDvvarD Lord Dexny, 
\* Baron of WANs 
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| the face of a forraine entertatnement, thoſe 
a Laval are they, which were admitted to the atten 
| SSSR dance of the truly Generous and Honoura- 
EAT le, Lord H av, your moſt noble Sonne, in 
SD hit late Embaſſage to France : in which 
number my. Pnworthineſe Was allowed ts 


mrQ@o Cov OG Oo ri 


__ 


= 


ther receive more honour from' a ftrange' ronntry, or doe more_ 
honour to bis owne. What wailttd thert” that might make 1 men 
confeſſe themſeboes more welrome than rangers ? Neither 
doubt I , but that after many ages, France it falfe willwonder 
at the bountifull expreſiions of ber owne favenrs. But whiles 
others were injoying the noble courteſres of the time,my thought: 
entertained An, with ſeat ching into the proofe of that or- 
dinarie Travell, wherewith Iſaw men commonly affected . which 
{ muff needs confeſſe , the more 1ſaw, the leſſe I liked. Neither 
is it in the power of any forraive mumficence , tomake me thinke” 
ours any where fo well as at home. Earthly commodities are no 


well ſaw , uſes nos onely to gather no moſſe in this rolling, but ſuj - 
fers the beſt graces it hath to moulder away inſenſibly in ſuch un- 
neceſſary agitation, 1 have now beene twiſe abroad: both times 
( as thinking my ſelfe worthy of nothing but negle)) 1 bent my 


{found our hind lojſe jo palpable , that now at laſt my heart. 


1! RES could, 


make one . who can therefore well witneſs \that no man could ei- 


part of my thought : I looked ( as Jought ) at the ſoule , which 1) 


| | eyes/upon others, to ſee what they did, what they got , my inquirie] 
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pretend the medicinall uſe of that ſpring , can freely quaffe of the 
[puddle of popiſh ſuperſlition ; poyſoning the better part in flead| | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
could not chnſe but breaks forth at my hand and tell my Country. 
men of the dangerous iſſue: of their curioſutie. I meddle not with 


the common journeys t0 the minerall waters of the Spa ; towhich| 
| many ſicke ſoules are. beholden for a good excuſe: who whiles they 


ka. ME. © I” A 


of helping the worfe. T heſe 1 leave to the befl Phyſitian , «Au- 
thoritie, which , if it may pleaſe to undertake the cure , may per-| 
haps fave as many Engliſh ſeules from infection , 4s that water| | 
cures bodies of diſeaſes. 1 deale onely with thoſe , that profeſſe t C1] 
ſeeke the glory of a perfett breeding , and the op onpy's of that, 
which wee call Civilitie, in Travel: of which ſort 1 have ( not 
without indignation) ſeene too many loſe their hopes, and them-| | 
elves inthe way ; returning as empty of prace, and other vertues,| | 
as full of words , vanitie , miſ-diſpoſitions. [ dedicate thu poore 
diſcourſe to your Lo: as ( beſides my daily renued obligations) 
congratulating to you the ſweet libertie &* happy uſe of your home, | 
who like a fixed ſtarre may well over-looke theſe planets , and by 
your conflant ſetledneſſe, give that aime to inferiour eyes , which 
ſhall bee in vaine expected from a wandring light. The Gud of | 
heaven , to whoſe glory 1 have intended this weake labour , give it 
favour inthe ſight of his Church , and retarne it backe , but with| 
thu good newes , that any one of the ſonnes of Taphert « hereby 
perſwaded to dwell ever iu the tents of Sera. Unto that divine-| 
protection , 1 humbly betake your Lo: juſtly viBing my ſeife 
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| Your Lo: humbly devoted in all faichfull 


and Chriſtian obedience : 
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eee ops : 
I CH:h , | | 
i  -- Oe OI gh D l þ-40 
SENZELES T is an over-rigorous conſtruttion of the workes of God, that. | i 
P/zR9d Ted. 1n moting our [land with the Ocean hee meant to ſhut 15 up. | pf ; Win! 
RCM from other Regions; For God himſelfe that made the Seq. 1 068 
S&r F was the Author of Navigation, and hath therein taught us to Rh! 
ſet up a wooden' bridge, that, may reach to the yery Antj- | Mit! 
podes themſelyes : This were to ſeeke diſcontentment in the 


bounty of.God , who hath placed us apart, for the fingularity 


TOOL ODE ES HEE eny 


C of our happineſle, not for reſtraint. | | 
There are two occaſions wherein Travell may paſſe , Matter of traffique, and | 4 
Matter of State. Some commodities God hath confined to ſome Countries, upon l +100 
others he hath with a full hand powred thoſe benefits, which heeharh bur ſprinkled t Wit f'Þ 
upon ſome. His wiſe providence ,hath made one Country the Granaty , another 1 {4 0h 
the Celler, another the Orchard, another the Arſenall of their neighbours, yea of | Ra 14 
the remoteſt parts.The earth is the Lords,which he meanc not to keep in his hands, il bo WW} {2 
but to give; and he which hath given no man his faculties, and graces for himſette, | 1! i6- 
nor pur light into the Sunne, Moone,Stars,for their owhe uſe, hath ſtored no parcel] | FL i | 
of earth with a purpoſe of private reſervation. Salomvn would neyer have ſent his | UW | 
navie for Apes and Peacocks, but yetheld gold and rimber for the building of Gods | Ten if 
D | houſe, and his owne, worthy of a whole three yeares voyage: The Sea'and Earth | Re 
are the Great Cofers of God ; the diſcoveries of Navigation are the kejes, which | Fr ff 4 
whoſoever hath received,may know that he 1s freely allowed to unlock theſe cheſts 1 PEe |, 
of Nature without any need to picke the wards. Wiſe Salowops compariſon is reci- i | iF 
procall : A ſhip of Magchants that fetches her wares from farre is thegood Huſiwife 14M | 2 
pep he! ; 


of the Common-weakh; and if ſhee were ſo in thoſe blind Voyages of antiquity, 
which never ſaw Needle nor Card, how-much more thrifty muſt ſhe needs be in 6: 
many helpes both of Nature and Art? Either 1nares may be ſearched for thoſe treq- 
| ſares, which God hath laid up in them for their farre-diſtanc ownets: Onely let. out 
' Merchants take heed. leſt they goe fo far, that they leave God behind them : that 
whiles they buy all other things good-cheape, they make not an ill match for their 
E | foules , leſt they end their proſperous adyentures in the ſhipwracke of a good 
conſcience. 2 | 
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Nd for matter of policy, nothing can bee more plaine than that our corres | 
A ſpondence with others. Nations cannot poſſibly bee held up,without intelli} 
 Deoence of their eſtate, of their proceedings; The negle&' whereof were'no, 

_ | other than to proſtrate our ſelves to the mercy of att hollow friefidihip., and 0} 
| ſtand tf, and willingly lye open whites we are pajdyponby the 'Wit of untruſty| 

| neighbourhood, Theſe eyes and cares of Stateart _euey t6 theqelÞbeing ofthe 
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| thatlyeabroadonly tofeed fome vaine Cameleonsat home withthe ayre of N 


| induſtry either ficteth them abroad for publike imployment, or imployeth th 
| after due maturity , in the fit ſervices of the Common-wealth : neither my cen 


Quo Vadis * 
head : In which number I doe not include thoſe private Inter-lopers mtelligence 
ewes, 


for no other purpoſe fave idle diſcourſe ; but onely thoſe profitable Agents, whoſe 


em 
ſure 
olity 


nor my dire&ion reaches to either of theſe occaſions. It is the travell of cayi 


| wherewith my quarrell ſhall be maintamed: the inconveniencies whereof my owne 
| Senſes have ſo ſufficiently witneſſed, that if the wiſe Parents of ourGentry could have 


borrowed mines eyes for the time, they would ever learne to keepe their ſonnes at 
home, and not wiltully beat themſelves with the ſtaffe of their age : upon them ler 
my pen turne alitele , as thoſe that are more than acceffaries to this both private 
and publike miſchiefe. 
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| FT 5s the affettation of too early ripenes that makes them prodigall of their chil- 
| | drens fafery and hopes : for , that they may bee wiſe berimes , they ſend them 


forth tothe world in the minority both of age and judgement : like as fond mo- 


| thers uſe to ſend forth their daughters on froſting, carly in cold mornings ( though 


into the midſt of a vaporous and foggy ayre) and whiles they ſtrive for a colour, 


| loſe their health. If they were not-blinded with over-weening and deſire, they 


could not bur ſee that their unſerlednes carrics in it a manifeſt peril! of miſcarriage: 
grant that no danger were threatned by the place,experience gives us, that a weake 


| limbd childe,if he be ſuffered touſe his leggesroo ſoone,too much, lames himſelf for 


ever: but if he walke in uneven ground, he 15 no lefle ſubje& ro maimes thancroo- 


| kednefſe. Doe they not ſee howealily a young twigg is bowed any way ? Doe they 


not ſee that the Midwife and Nurſe are wont to frame the griftly head of the Infant 
ro any faſhion ? May not any thing bee written upon a blanke ? And if they make 


{| choice of this age, becauſe it 15 moſt docible, and for that they would take the day 


before them, why do they not confider, that it is therfore more docible of evill, 


| fince wickednefſe is both more inſinuative & more plauſible than yertne, eſpecially 


when it meets with an untutored Judge; and ſeeing there is ſo much inequality of 


ro hatch, without the feare of any hoofe thar may cruſh them in peeces; have your 


| ſtomacks reſolvedro digeſt the hard newes of the ruine of your children? Do yee 
| profeſſe enmity to your owne loynes ? then turne them (as you doe ) looſe to theſe 
| dangers ,ere they can reſiſt, ere they can diſcerne; bur if yee had rather they ſhould 
{ live and grow, beſtow upon them the kindly heat of your beſt plumes, and ſhelter 


| chem with your own breſt and wings, till nature haye opened a ſeaſonable way to 
| their owne abilities, 
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Y Ea, let it bee my juſt complaint in this place, that in the very tranſplantation 


of our ſonnes to the ſafer ſoyle of our owne Univerſ ties,and Innes of Cout; 
nothing is more prejudiciall than' ſpeed. Perfe&tion is the childe of T1m*; 


| ſides, how commonly is it ſcene, that thoſe which had wont ro fivimme onely With 


CPR _—_— 


| that go fromunder the wing of their damme with the ſhell on their heads, rue 


the number of both, that it isnot more hard to find vertue,than to miſſe vice: Heare D 
| this then, yecareleſs Oltriches , that leave your egges in {the open ſand for the Sun 


| neither was there ever any thing excellent, that required not meet leifare : but be- 


bladders, finke when they come firſt totruſt to their own armes? Theſe Lap-Wil5 


| wilde. If Tutors bee never fo carefull of their early charge, much muſt bee left 10 


— 


A 


their owne'diſppfition; which if it leade them not to good, not onely the hopes 


of | | | 
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of their youth , bur the proofe of their age lies bleeding. It is true , that as 


| fe&ious, whoſe very gcodnefle 1s either 1mpiety , or ſuperſtition ? If we deſired to 


| etie, on whom we might relie, yet how ſafe can it bes to truſt young eies with the: 


the French Lawyers ſay merrily of the Normans, which by a ſpeciall priviledge are 
reputed of full age at 21, yeares, whereas the other French ſtay for their five and 
twentieth , that alitia ſupplet etatem, ſo may I fay of the yonglings of our time, 
that Precocity of underſtanding ſupplieth age and ſtature : bur as ic is commonly 
ſcene, that thoſe bloſſomes which over-tunne the Sfring , and will be looking forth 
upon a February-Sun, are nippcd ſoone after with an Apriil froſt when they ſhould 
come to the knitting : ſo 1s it no lefſe ordinary that theſe rathe-ripe wirs prevent 
their owne perfection, and after a yaine wonder of their haſte, end either in ſhame, 
or obſcuritie. Ard as 1t thus falz out even in our Univerſities (the moſt abſolute & 
tamous Seminaries of rhe world ) where the Tutors eye ſupplies the Parents ; fo 
muſt it necds niuch more, inthoſe free and honourable Innes (as they are called,for 
their libertie , Colledpes for their uſe ) of our Engliſh Gentry , whereineach one is 
his owne malter in reſpett of his private ſtndy and government. Where there are 
many pots boyling, there cannot bur be much ſcumme, the concourſe of a populous 
city affords many Erokers of villanie, which live upon the ſpoiles of young hopes, 
whoſe very acquaintance is deſtruction. How can theſe novicesthat are turned looſe 
into the maine, ere they know either coaſt , or compaſſe , avoid theſe rockes and 
ſhelves, upon which both their eſtates and foules are miſerably wracked? How com- 
monly doe they learne to roare in ſtead of pleading ; and in ſtead of knowing the 
Jawes, learne how to contemne them? Wee ſee ard rue this miſchiefe , and yet I 
know not how carelefſewee are inpreventing it. How much more deſperate muſt ir 
then needs beto ſend forth our children into thoſe places which are profeſſedly in- 


have ſons poyſoned with milbeleefe , what could we doe otherwiſe? Or what elſe 


late Journey into Fraxce informed me of ſome ordinary faftors of Rome , whoſe + 
trade is the tranſporting and placing of our Popiſh novices beyond the ſeas ; one 
whereof ( whoſe name I noted) hath bin obſerved to carry oyer ſix ſeverall charges 


Doe we ſend our ſons to learrie to be chaſte in the midlt of Sedome ? The world is 
wide and open; but our ordinary travell is ſouthward, intothe jawes of danger : 
for ſo far hath Satans policy prevailed , that thoſe parts which are onely thoughe 
worth our viewing, are moſt contagious; and will not part with either pleafare ; or | 
information . without ſome tang of wickednes. What can we plead for our conti- | 
dence , but that there is an honſhold of righteous Lot in the midl(t of that impure } 
City, that there are houſes in this Jericho, which have ſcarlet threds ſhining in their | 
windowes, that in the moſt corrupted ayre of Popery , ſome well reformed Chri- ' 
ſtians draw their breath, and ſweeren it with their reſpiration ? Bleſſed be God; | 
that hath reared up the towers of his S:0 in the mid(t of Babylon:We mult acknow- | 
ledge,not withour much gratulation torhe Goſpell of Chriſt,that in the very hotteſt 
climates of oppoſition,it findes many clients, but more friends ; and in thoſe places, | 
where authority hath pleaſed togive more ayre to the truth, would have had many 
more, if the Reformed part had happily continued that correſpondence in ſome | 
circumſtances with the Roman Church , which the Churchof England hathyhitherto 
maintained. God js my record how free my heart 15 both from partialiry-and pre- 
judice. Mine eies and cares can witneſſe with what approofe and applauſe divers of 
the Catholiques Royall( as they are tearmed ) entertained the new cranſfated Li- 
turgy of our Church, as marvelling to ſee ſach order and road devotion, in them, 
whom they were taught to condemne for hereticall. Whole allowances I well ſaw; 
might with a little helpe have been raiſed higher , from the pra&iſe of our Church | 
to ſome points of our judgement. Bur if tnie religionwere in thoſe parts yer betrer 
attended , and our young Traveller could find more aberters, and examples, of pi- 


. . 


view and cenfare of truth or falſhood in religion? eſpecially when truth brings no-, 
thing to this barre, but extreame ſimplicity ; and contrarily, flſhood, a gawdy ma- 


doe thoſe Parents,which have bequeathed their children to Antichriſtianiſme? Our | 


in one yeare.Are we ſo fooliſh to go their way,whiles we ittend a contrary period? | 


111 2 _  gnificence, 
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children and fooles are ca 


CHRIST can onely fay of her ſelfe, 1 ws blacke , but comely. When on the one fide 
they ſhall ſee ſach rich ſhrines , gariſh Altars , {ſtately Proceſhions , When they 
ſhall ſee a Pope adored of Emperors, Cardinalls preferd to Kings , Confeſſors 
made Sainrs, little children made Angels.in a word,nothing not outwardly glorious: 
on the other fide,a ſervice without welt or gard , whoſe majeſtic is all in the heart 
none in the face , how eaſily may they incline to the conceit of that Pariſian Dame, 
who ſecing the proceſſion of S. Genevriefue goe by the ſtreets,could ſay, ( 0 que belle, 
&c. ) How fine a religion 1s ours 1n copariſon of the Hugxemrs? Wheretomuſt bee 


added, that ! ſuppoſing they doe not carry with them, but rather go to fetch the 


to their deyotion ;whiles in the meane ſeaſon, their unthriving intermiſſion is aſſay- 
led with a thouſand ſuggeſtions: And who ſees not that this /ucrum ceſſans (as the 


Civilians terme it ) offers an open adyantage to a buſie adyerſarie ? 
| = 
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N a word.it hath beene the old prayſe of early riſing,that it makes a man health- 
| fa , holy, and rich; whereof the firſt refpe&s the body , the ſecond the ſoule, 
= the third the eſtate : all fals out contrary in an early travell. For health : The 
wiſe providence of God hath ſo contrived his earth, and us, that he hath fitred our 
bodies to our clime , and: the native ſuſtenance of the place unto our bodies. The 
apparent difference of dyet ( and of drinkes eſpecially) falling into ſo tender age, 
muſt need cauſe a jarre in the conſtiturion ; which cannot in all likelihood bur ſend 
forth diſtemper into the whole courſe of the enſuing life. The ſtreame runnes like 
the tounraine, and ſpeeds well, if at laſt , by many changes of ſole it can leave an ill 
quality behinde it : beſides that the miF-governance of diet, whereto their liberty 
layes them open in the weaknefle of their pupillage, cannot bur be extremely pre- 
judiciall. Inthis point let experiencebe conſulted with; her unpartiall ſentence ſhal 
eaſily tell us , how few young travellers have brought home, ſound and ſtrong, and 


. (ina word) Engliſh bodies. As for holineſſe, we loſe our labour , if this diſcourſe 


prove notthat it hath none ſo great enemy as timely trayel;at once doe we hazard 
to abandon God and our home: ſet an empry pitcher to the fire,it crackspreſently, 
whereas the full will abide boyling. It was the younger ſonne in the Goſpell , who 


proves deadly; if to leruſalem, ſafe and wholeſome : neither is it otherwiſe with 
ſome diſpoſitions , which may juſtly curſe the place, as acceſſorie in their undowg- 
\ Laſtly, for riches, not of the purſe,(which is not here thought of ) but of the minde, 
| | pected from that age , which is not capable of obſeryation ,careleſle 
of repoſition? whereof the one gets, the other keepes the treaſure of our under- 
ſtanding. What is this age fit to looke after but Butterflies? or birds neſts , or Per" 
| haps the'gay coar of a Courtier? And if remarkable conſiderations be put into 1t by 
| Others, they are as ſome looſe pearles. which for want of filing upon a ſtring , ſhake 


wherein he'exceeds his morhers Parat at home, both for that he ca ſpeake Mole 
and knowes that he ſpeaketh. FR TLY Dad We Abe FE 


language of the place)ſome long time needs be ſpent, erethey can receive any help | 


therefore turnes unthrift, becauſe he got his portion too ſoone into his hands, and | 
 wandred into a far country. The eye of the Parent, and the ferule of the maſter, is 
all too little ro bring'our ſonnes to good. Where then there is neither reſtraint of 
evill, nor helpes to grace , how ſhould their condition be other then hopeles? The 
ſoile doth much in many plants : the Perſian Hyoſcyamws if it be tranſlated to Egypt, 


out of our pockets ; ſo as all the wealth of a young Traveller is onely in bis tongue, 


mm, 


ificence, and proud majeſty of pompous ceremonies, wherewith the hearts of 
ily taken. That Curtizanof Rewe(according to the manner 


of that profeſſion ) ſets our her ſelfe ro ſale m the moſt tempting taſhion ; here 
want no colours ,NO perfumes , NO WAanton dreſles 5; whereas the Poore Spoule of 
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Nd 1n truth, it isnot onely in Travell; wherein we may juſtly complaine of 

the inconveniency of haſte, bur (that wee may looke a little aſide) in all the 

1mportant buſineſſes of our life, eſpecially in mariage and profeſlions : The 
ordinary haſte in the one ( before the face can deſcry the ſex ) fils the world full of 
beggery and 1mpotence; and no lefle haſte in the other , fils it as full of ignorance 
and zmperfection. For on the one (ide, where the vigour of nature wants , what can 
be propagated but infirmicie? or how can hee kill to live,that wants experience ? 
On the other, what plenty of water can there bee, where the lead of the ciſterne 1s 
put all into the pipes ? where thoſe that ſhould be gathering knowledge for chem- 
ſelves, ſpend it (like unthrifty heires) upon others ; as faſt as they get it. I am de- 
ceived, 1f I have not touched one of the maine grounds of that univerſall decay of 
Arts and Men, wherewith the world is commonly checked: They-muſt be mightier 
and wiſer ; that know how to redrefſe it. 
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Ve let us give our Traveller (that which parents ſeldome care to give ) matu- 

ritie of age; let him be as ripe as time can make him ; What is the beſt advan- 

tage which his abſence can promiſe us? Ler us lay the benefits of Travell inthe 
one ſcale, the inconveniences in the orher ; whetherſoever over-weighs ſhall ſway 
downe the beame of our judgement. The private contentment of a mans owne hart 
inthe'view of forraine things, 1sbut a better name ofan humorous curioſity. Ifa man 
yeeld torun after hisapperite and his eye, he ſhall never know where to reſt, ard 
after many idle excurſions, ſhould lie downe, weary, but unſarisfied. For, give me a 
man that hath ſeen 7«daſſes Lanthorne at Saint Dexniſes , the Epheſian Dana in the. 
Louvre, the great veſſel] at He:delberg.the Amphitheater at N:ſmes. the runes, and 
halfe-letrered monuments of the ſeyenhils,and a thouſand ſuch raritics ; whar peace 
hath his heart , above thoſe thar ſir ar home, and contemne thele tojes ? And what 
tf that mans fancy ſhall call him to the ſtables of the great Mogel, or to the ſolem- 
nities of Mecha, or tothe Library of the Mounraine of the Moone, will he be fo far 
the drudge or Lacquay of his owne-1maginarion, as to undertake this pilgrimage ? 
Or where will he ſtay at laſt, npon hisrerurne ? If he have ſinelt the 11] ſented ciries 
of France, or have ſeene faire F lorexce,rich Venice, proud Genua, Luca the induſtri- 
ous: if then his thoughts (ball cempr him to ſce the rich Gluttons houſe in leraſalem, 
or invite him to Aſmere, or bengala, muſt he goe? And if hecan deny and chide his 
| owne unprofitable deſires, at the laſt , why began he no ſooner ? That could not 
be forborne too early , which at laſt wee repent to have done : he therfore that 
travells onely to pleaſe his fantaſie, is like fome woman with childe, that longs for 
that peece which ſhee ſees upon anorhers trencher, and {wounds if ſhee miſſe it; or 
ſome Squire of Dames that doars upon every beauty : and is every day love-ſicke 
anew : Theſe humors are fitter for controlment than obſeryation. 
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Vadis ? 

liberall, or manuary , wherein the greateſt maſters have not beene ar leaſt 
by our home-bred Tlanders ? What hath this or the former age knowne, more 
eminent for learning, than ſome of ours , which have never trod on any but their | : 
owne earth ? And (as good market-men by one handfull judge of all the whole 
facke) why may wenot finde cauſe ro thinke fo of the reſt, if they would nothee 
' wanting to themſelves? I amſure the Univerſities of our land know no marches 
in all the world ; unto whoſe perfection ( that as they exceed others, fo they mz 
no leſſe exceed ary” nothing wanteth, bur ſevere execution of the wiſe ang 
careful lawes ofour Anceſtors, and reſtraint of that libertie , which is the common 
diſeaſe of the time. And why ſhouldnot the childe thrive as well with the mothers 
milke ,as with a ſtrangers ? Whether it be the envie, or the puſillanimity of us Fn. 
gliſh, we are (till ready to under-value our owne , and admire forrainers; whiles P 
other Nations have applauded no profeffors more than thoſe which they have ho - 
rowed from ns; neither have we beene ſo unwiſe, as ro lend forth our beſt : our 
neighbours (which ſhould be our corrivals in this praile ) ſhall be our Judges, if 
thoſe few of our Writers, which could bee drawne forth into the publike light, have 
nor ſet copies to the reſt of the world , not without juſt admiration. And how many 
ſtarres have wee of no leſſe magnitude, that will nor beſeene ? Blefledbe Godwho 
hath made this Word as true, as it is great ) no Nation under heaven fo aboundeth 
with all varicty of learning, as this Iland. From the hed of Gods annointed doth | 

this ſweet perfume diſtill ro the utmoſt skirts of this our region. Knowledge did 
never fit crowned in-the Throne of Majeſtie, and wanted either reſpet, or atten- | 
dance. The double praiſe which was of old given to two great Nations, That 1talie | 
 conld not be put downe for armes, nor Greece for learning , 15 happily mer in one 
Land. Thoſe therfore that crofſe the Seas to fill their braine , doe but travell North- 
' wardfor heat, and ſecke that candle which they carry in their hand. | 
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7 Ea to farre is onr ordinary Travell from perfeting the intelle&ive powers of 
our Gentric,that ir rather robs them of the very defireof perfection.For what 
diſcouragements ſhall they finde from the love of ſtudies in rhoſe parts 
which are moſt ſought to for civility 2 Who knowes not that rhey are growne to | D| 
that heightof debauchment, as tohold learning a ſhame to Nobility,eſteeming it a5 
a fit gard for the long robe only,too baſe for their Tiſſues? An opinion fo favouring 
ot proud 1gnorance,& ignorant looſeneſſe; that I cannot honour it with a confuta- 
tion. Who would thinke that the reaſonable ſoule of men,not profeſſedly barbarous, 
(hould be capable of fach a monſter? Whar is learning , but reaſon imyroved? | | 
And can reafonſo farre degenerate,as to hate and contemne it ſelf?Were theſe men| | 
made only for a ſword, or a dogge,or an horſe? Only for ſport or execution? I | 
know not whercin Lews the Eleventh ſhewed himſelfe unwirty , but in the charge | 
| which hee gave tohis Sonne , to learne no more Latine , bur, Qui neſcit difimulare, 
\neſcit vere : and would this alone teach him to rule well ? Doth the Art of Arts | _ | 
(ſuch is rhe government of men)require no grounds but diſſimulation.or ignorance? 5 
Even to the fecding of hogges , or ſheepe, there is more or better skill necefiarie. 
How unlike js this to a ſacceſſor of Charles the Great , whoſe word it had wont tO 
bee, that hee had rather abound in knowledge , than wealch ? In the Court of our 
King Henry the Eight, a certaine great Peere (of this diet) could ſay, it was enough 
for Noblemens fonnes to winde their horne, and carry their Hawke faire ; that 
ſtudie was for the children of a meaner ranke : To whom Pace juſtly replied, that 
then Noblemen muſt bee content that their children may winde their hornes ,41 
carry their Hawkes, while meaner mens ſonnes do weild the affaires of State. Cer- 
tainly , it is a blinde and lame government thar lackes learning ; whoſe ſubjects, 
what are they elſe, bur as fimbs of a bod y whoſe head wanterh ſenfes, which malt | 
needs therfore faile of cither motion,or fafery ? From hence it is,thar ſo few of th© 
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e1 (enſure of 1 ravell, 645 | 
A | Forraine Noblesare {tudious,in compariſon of ours;(inwhichregard I am not aſha» 
med to recant that which my un-experience hath { our of hearſay) written inpraiſe 
of the\French cducarion, and thoſe few that have (tolnerhe turning over of books. 
hide their skill, left they ſhonld be made to bluſh ar their vertne. What brave Tro- 
phees and rich monuments hath rhe pen of our gracious Soveraigne raiſed of him- 
ſeite unto all poſterities ? When ignorance & malice have ſhot their bolt, the glor 
of his great wildome, and knowledge , ſhall more fill the mouthes and affett the 
hearts of all ſuccecding ages , than of his greatnefie. Paw! the Fift , and his greateſt 
Chaplaines, Belarmine and Perron, have felt the weight of his hand ; whereas the 
great King that ſtiles himſelte Catholike , when hee comes to paſſe his cenſorious 
edict upon Cardinall Bar9nizs {who in the eleyenth Tome of his Hiſtorie ſeemed | zaiao de! rey 
B | too buſie in faſtening the Title of the Kingdome of Sicilie upon the Pope ) pro- | 29: Phepp: @ | 

feſſeth to ground his intelligence of his wrong onely upon others eyes ; as if a book Nee wi 
(though of a Cardinal/)were too meane an objet for the view of Majeſtie. And as | Menarchia de 
all ſubordinate greatnefſe flowes from the head , ſo doe commonly allo the difpoſi- ane eats | 
tions : Neither have the Doftors of the Romiſh Church(upon whom the implicire Cont 'rn of | 
faith of the Laitie is ſuſpended ) found it any ill policie, to cheriſh this diſlike of | 7929 #24:dmo 
bookiſhneſle in the great : tor whilesthe candle 15 out. it is fafe for them to play their oof r ogg ; 
tricks in the darke, and if th®4ſyrians be once blinded, how eaſily may they bee 
lead into the mid(t of any Samara > If the light of knowledge might freely ſhine ro 
the world , Popery would foone be aſhamed of it {cle , and vanith amongſt the 
c workes of darknefſe : Now how well theſe examples, and rhis conyerſation , ſhall 


wher the appetire unto good ſtudies , it cannot be hard to judge. 
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Vr perhaps it is not the learning of the Schoole, bur of the Stare, wherein our 
Traveller hopes for perfe&tion : The fire and forme of Cities , the faſhion of 
government, the manners of people, the railing and rare of forraine revenues, 

the deportment of Courts, the menaging borh of war and peace , is that wherein his 

+ .| owne eye ſhall be his beſt intelligencer ; the knowledge whereof ſhall well require 

his labour, whether for diſcourſe or for uſe, Whar it I fay , that (fave the ſoothing 

D | up of our fancie in all this ) theſe leflons may be as well raken our at home ? I haye [ 

:nowne ſome that have travelled no further than their owne cloſet , which could | 

both teach and corret the greateſt Traveller, after all his tedious and coſtly perer- | 

rations: whar doe wee bur loſe the benefit of ſo many journalls , maps , hiftorjcall 
| deſcriptions, relations, if we cannot with theſe helps, travell by our owne fire-{ide? 

He that travells into foraine Countries.,talks perhaps with a Peaſant,or a Pilgrim,or 

a Citizen, or a Gourtier ; and muſt needs rake ſuch information as parriall rumour, 

or weake conje&ure can give him , but he that travells into learned and credible | 

Authors , talks with them who have ſpent themſelves in bolring our rhe trurh of all | 

paſhges; and who having made their labours publike , would have beene like to | 

heare of it, if they had miſ-reporred. The ordinary traveller propounds ſome prime | 

E | Cities to himſelfe, andthither he walkes right forward ; it he meet with ought thar 

is memorable in the way , he takes it up but how many thouſand marrers of note | 

fall beſide him , on either hand ; of the knowledge whereof he 1s not gwilry : | | 

Whereas ſome grave and painfull Author . hath collected into one view, whatſo- 

| 
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ever his Countrey affoords worthy of marke; having meaſured many a toule ſtep 
for that, which wemay ſee dry-ſhod ; and worne out many yeeres in the ſearch 
of that, which one houre ſhall make no lefſe ours, than it was his owne. To | 
which muſt be added, that our unperfe&t acquaintance may not hope to finde of 
ſo perfet information on” the ſadden : as a naturall inhabitant may ger , by 
the diſquiſition of his- whole life. Let an Italian or French paſſenger walk« 
thorow this our 1/avd , what can his Table-bookes carry home , in compariſon 
of the learned Britaine of our Camden, or the accurate Tables of Speed ? Or if _ 
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"| of ours ſhould (as too many do) paſſe the Alpes, what pettances can his wild journy | 2 


| by flying report , as by the elaborate oatherings of Caſſanexs or of Deeraſſalug ? 


A 


| dome tranſported with wonder , ſo doth he not affect it in others ; reducing all to 


| 1mpart what it knowes to all the neighbours : whoſe relations, if {fomerimes they 


| Quo Vadis * : 


obſerve , in compariſon of the 1tinerarie of Fr.Schottus, and Capngnans ? Or he thi 
woutd diſcourſe of the Royalties of the French Lilhes, how can hehee fo furniſheg 


What ſhould I bee infinite ? This age is fo full of light, thar there is no one countr 
of the habitable world; whoſe beames are not croſſed and interchanged with other. 
Knowledge of all affaires,is like muſicke in the ſtreets, whereof thoſe may partake, 
which pay nothing. Wee doenot lie more open to one common finne, than to the 
eres and pens of our neighbours ; Even China it ſelfe , and Japonaa, and thoſe other 
remoteſt Iſles, and Continents(which have taken the ſtricteſt order for Cloſeneſſe) 
have received ſach diſcoveries; as would rather fatisfie a Reader, than provoke him 
ro amend them. A good bookeis at once the beſt companion, andguide, and way, 
andend of our journey. Neceſſity drove our forefathers out of doores, which el{s 
in thoſe miſty times had ſeene no light: wee may with more eaſe.,and no leſſe pro. 
fit, fit ſtill, and inherit, and enjoy the labours of them, and our elder brethren, who 
have purchaſed our knowledge with much hazard, time, toyle , expence, and haye 
beene liberall of their bloud,(fome of them ) to leave us rich. 


—_— 
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S for that verball diſcourſe , wherein I ſee ſome place the felicity of their 
Travell (thinking it the onely grace to tell wonders to a ring of admiring 
1gnorants ) it 15 eafie to anſwer; that table-talke is the leaſt care ofa wile 
man; who like a deepe ſtreame deſires rather to runne ſilent ; and as himſelte is ſel- 


ND —— 


uſe, rather than admiration, and more deſiring to benefit , than aſtoniſh the hearer; 
withall, that the ſame meanes whichenable us to know,doe at once furniſh us with 
matter of diſcourſe, and tor the forme of our expreſſion, if it proceednot from that 
natural dexteritie which we carry with us, in vaine ſhall we hope to bring 1thome; 
the change of language 15 rather an hinderance toour former readinefſe:and if ſome 
have fetchr new noſes, and lips , and eares from Italy ( by the help of Taglacotivs, 
and his ſchollers )never any brought anew tongue from thence. To conclude, if a 
man wouldgive himſelte leave to be thus vaine and free, like a mill withouta ſcluſe, 
let him bur travell through the world of bookes, and he ihall eafily be able to out- 
| talke that tongue, whoſe feet have walkt the furtheſt : what hath any eye ſeene, of 
1magination deviſed, which the pen hath notdared to write ? Out of our books we 
can tell the ſtories of the Monoceli, who lying upon their backs ; ſhelter themſelves 
from the Sunne with the ſhaddow of their one onely foor. Wee can tell of thoſe 
cheape-dieted men, that-live about the head of Ganges , without meat, without 
mouthes,feeding only upon aire at their noſthrils : Orthoſe headleſſe Eaſterne peo- 
ple,that have their eyes intheir breaſts ( a miſ-conceit ariſing from their faſhion of 
attire, which I have ſometimes ſeene :) Or of thoſe Coromande , of whom Pliny 
ſpeakes,that cover their wholebody with their eares: Or of the perſecutors of Saint 
T homas of Camterbury,whoſe poſteritie (if we beleeve the confident writings of De- 
graſſalius) are borne withlong and hairie cailes, ſouping after them z which(I 1m4- 
g1ne)gave occaſion to that proverbial jeſt, wherewith our mirth uſesto upbraid the 
Kentiſh: Or of Amazons, or Pigmees,or Satyres, or the Samarcaudean Lambe , which 
growing out of the carth by the navell , grazeth fo farre as that naturall tether will 
reach : Or of the Bird Rec,or ten thouſand ſach miracles whether of nature,or event- 
Little need we to ſtirre our feet to learns to tell either loud lies, or large truths. We 
have heard a bird ina cage fing more change of notes,than others have done 1n the 
wilde Liberty of the wood.And asfor the preſent occurrences of the time, the work 
about us is fo full of Preſſes, that it may, and is growne ſo good a fellow, that it will 


| — 
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[warve from truth, we triay well confider,what variety of report every accident or 
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unto the beſt: in the latter, if they grant themſelves exceeded, how many men have 


” Owe Vadis ? 


— II 


| yeeld ; and that therfore our eares abroad areno whit more credible, than oureyes 
at home. Yea rather, as Tully could ſay , that at Amtiwm he could heare the newes of 
Rome , better than at Rome, ſo may we oft-times better heare and ſee the newes of 
France, or Spaine, upon our Exchange , than in their Pars, or Madriff : Since (what 
liberty ſoever tongues may rake to themſelves) a diſcreet man will bee aſhamed to 
ſubſcribe hisnameto that , whereof hee may be afterwards convinced: 


SSCT. AE, 


Ince therefore Travell cannot out-bid us in theſe higheſt commodities ; which 

concerne the wealth of the minde: all the advantage ir can afiord us, muſt bee 

in thoſe mixt abilities, wherein our bodies are the greateſt partners,as dancing, 
fencing, muſicke , vaulting, horſemanſhip; the onely profeſſions of the miſ-named 
Academies of other Nations. Who candenie that ſuch like exerciſesare hi for yong 
Gentl=men, not onely for their preſent recreation, but much mere for the prepa- 
ring of them to more ſerious ation ? Yet mult theſe learne ro know their places : | 
what are they elſe bur the varniſh of thatpicture of Gentry,whoſe ſabſtance conliſts 
in thelines and colours of true vertue ? but the lace or facing of a rich garment ? bur 
the hang-bies of that Royall court which the ſoule keeps in a generous heart ? He 
that holds Gentilitie accompliſhed wirh theſe (though lardable ) qualities, partakes 
more of his horſe , than his horſe can poſlibly of him. This skill chen is worthy of 
our purchaſe, yet may not be bought roo deare; and perhaps need not to be fercht 


in this kind ; but I have bin heartnedby no meane Maſters of theſe Arts, to ſay that 
our Nation have yeelded ſome in all theſe faculties , which need not {toope unto 
the proudeſt forrainer : ours have no fault but one,that they are our owne; and what 
hath their Countrey offended, if their Art offend nor? Ir is an humorous giddineſſe 
to meaſure the goodnes of any thing by the diſtance of miles; and where there is 
equality ofworth, to neglett the neereſt. I ſJander our Nation if it bee not ficke of 
this diſeaſe, in the courſe of all Sciences;And if neerenefle and preſence be the cauſe 
of our diſlike, why doe we not hate our ſclyes, which are ever in our owne boſome? 
Why doe we not hate rhis faſtidious curiofity,which is too cloſe ro us? perhaps per- 
fetion in theſe qualiries is thinner ſowne amongſt us, than ſome other=where (o as 
our Thnd for want ofworke , and incouragement, affords no ſuch nultitude of ma- 
ſters: but how can we complaine of rareneſſe, ſince ifour age yeeld us but one ex- 
cellent in each kinde, it is more than wearewilling to uſe; and if the fault werenor 
inour ſelves, one candle might light a thouſand: To inſtance in the beſt: The Horſe 
15a noble creature, whichas it is the ſtrength andpride of Fraxce,ſo wins the hearts 
and heeles of that Nation. The generality of their skill is nothing to a ſtranger;each 
private mans cunning reſts in himſelfe; it is onely the Teacher , whoſeability may 
concerne us. And whereas there is a double kinde of menage (as I haveheard ) one 
for ſervice, the other for pleaſure; in the firſt, our Maſters thinke they carinot yeeld 


raught their dogge the ſame tricks, with no leſſe contentment? In both,we have the 
written directions of their greateſt Artiſts; who (for the perpetuity of rteir owne 
honour ) failed not to fay their beſt. And if theſe dead Maſters ſuffice not , we have 
had.we may have the beſt of their living : The conſcience of a mans excellency will 
abide no limits; bur ſpurs him forth ro winne admiration abroad , and if there- 
withall hee can finde advancement of profit , how willingly doth he change his 
home ? We have had expericnce of this in higher profeſſions , nuch .ore of rheſe 


drawne together at once the greateſt lights of Europe , and made it ſelf then.no| 
lefſe renowned for Profeſſors, than it is now infamous for Schiſme. Feare of enuy 
forbids me to name thoſe amongſt us , which have honoured this Iland m the 


ſo far. Neither my profeſſion,nor my experiencewill allow me to hold compariſons | 


under foot. One obſcure towne of Holand in our memory , had by this meanes | 
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_ | politike poſitions, and practiſes of theRomaniſts. Neither is there their reſt. Here- 


2 ( abandoning the world forſooth ) favours of much mortification : and Confeſſion 
gives no finall eaſe and contentment to the ſoule. And now by degrees ,” Popety | 
begins to be no ill religion 7 If there carmot be a falſe fire of miſ-devotion kindled 


FAY 


| And if Peres wa 


m——— 


Sx: XIV. 


| neceſſarily bee fetchr at their Well; and adde unto theſe a few waſte comple- 


our ordinarie trayell : and now letus ſer done , and fee what we paid for this lock, | 
and count our winnings: What muſt our compleat Traveller ſtake downe for this | 
goodly furniture of his Gentrie? If not loſſe, danger ; danger of the beſt part, ifnot 
all : a double danger ; of corruption of religion, and deprayation of manners: both 
capitall : And can we thinke theſe endowments ſo pretious, that they ſhould bee 
' worth fetching upon ſich an hazard? Will any man ( not deſperate) ran into an 
mfe&ted houſe, to rifle for a rich ſuit 2 Will any man pur his finger into a fiery cru- 
cible, to pull ont gold? Ir is wittily taken of Chryſoffome, when our Saviour ſaid, Ne | 
 Exeatts in eremum; that hee ſaies.not, Go forth into the defart, and ſee, bur heleeye| 
not ; but gives an abſolute prohibition of going forth at all, that they might be out | 
of danger of misbeleefe. Tufh, idle and melancholicke feares, ſay ſome of our Gal- 
Jants : Wherefore ſerves Ciſcretion, but to ſever good from ill ? How eaſily may a 
wiſe man pull 'a Roſe, and not pricke his hand ? How freely may he dip in this 
ſtreame; and not be drowned? Little doe theſe peremptory reſolvers know, either 
the mſinuative power of evill, or the treachery of their own heart in receiving it, 
or the importunirie of deceivyers in obtruding it. 'They are the worfe for their rra- 
: yell, and perceive it not. An egge coyered with falt, as oar Philoſophers teach us, 
hath the meat of it conſumed,whiles the ſhell is whole : many a one receives poiſon, 
and knowes not when he tooke 1t. No man proves extreamly evill on the ſudden. 
Through many inſenſible declinations doe we fall from vertue , and-at the firſt are 
ſo gently ſeazed by vice,that we cannot beleeve our accuſers.It is miſthiefe enough, 
| if they can bee' drawne to a lefle diſlike of itl ; which now by long acquaintance 1s 
growne ſo familiar to their eyes , that they cannot thinke it fo loathſome.as at the. 
firſt view. The focietie of wilfull Idolaters-will now downe with ther. not with- 
out eaſe ; and good meanings begin to be allowed for the cloakes of grofſe ſuperſtt- 
tion. From thence they grow to a favorable conſtruction of the mjf-opinions of 
the adverſe part,and can complaine of the wrongfull aggravartjons of fome conten- | 
tious ſpirits: and from thence ( yer lower) to an indifterent-conceit of ſome more- 


upon eſtes an allowance of ſome of their doftrines, rhat are more plauſible and | 
lefle important, and withall a-cenſure of us that are gone too far from Rome. Now 
the mariage of Eccleſtaſticall perſons begins tomiſlike them : the daily and frequent 

conſignation with the crofte 18 not to no purpoſe : The retired life of the religious | 


mn them, it 15 enough, if they can be cooled in their love of truth'; which how com- 
monly it tals. onramonegſt us, I had rather experience ſhould ſpeaky ,than my lelte. 
Sorfie there are thatby a ſpirituall 2ntiperiſtaſis have'growne hotter in their zeale; 
by being encompaſſed with the outward'cold of wreligion and error ,who as they 


more | 


Br. ſet us grant theſe faculties ſo fixed npon any Nation, that all our water muſt 


ments. and mimicall courtefies , which muſt needs bee pur into the match vf 


Owe not this grace to themſelves ; ſo are they moreifot wonder rhati imitation. It 
; Daniel ra ea in the Lions den.,ſhall another put himſelfe thither for ſhelter? 
: eter walk't upon the/pavement of the water did the reſt of 'the Diſciples 
ſtep forth and'foll | 


pon his name. who durſt draw his 
 teſtations of his inſeparableneſſe & 


ow him? Thar valiatit Champion of Chrift (fince we are fallen S 
[wordupon a whole troupe; after all his pro- | 


"1 farre , and nor fuffer a channell of the Sea toftay it from the preſence of a 
bountifull patronage. | FT OBEY | 


D 


eltations oF his inſeparableneſſe from his Maſter, was yer infeQted'with the ayre ot | | 
| the High Preiſts Hall : and whiles he burwarmed himſelf at that fireſcooled nt 4 
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A reſpect to his Saviour. Although perhaps this cogitation working (a5 1 commonly 
is dorh) remiſſely ,cauſerh not any ſudden alteration in our Trayeller,bur ( as we fay 


——— _— G_ 


of Comets .and Echpſes)hath his effect when the cauſe is forgotten. Neither is there 
any one more apparent ground of that lake-warme indifferency , which is fallen 
upon our times, than the ill uſe-of our wandrings : for our'Travellers beingthe mid- 
dle ranke of men, and therefore cither- followers of the great, or commanders of 
the _” ſort, cannot want: convenience of diffuſing this temper of caſe , vato 
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\ L x this miſchiefe is yethid with a formall profeſſion, ſo as every eye cannot ! 


SRKCT, 


finde it : in others it dares boldly breake forth to an open revolt. How many 
* jm our memory , whiles with D:#ah they have gone forth to gaze, have loſt 


| their ſpirituall chaſtity,& therewith both the Church and themſelves > How many 
| (like unto the brooke Cedron) run from Hier»ſalem thorow the vale of lehoſaphat, 


and end their courſe in the dead ſea? A Popith writer of our Nation as himſelfe 


| thought ) not unlearned, complaining of the obftinacy of us hereticks ,deſpaires of 


prevailing,becauſe he findes ir to be long ago fore-prophecied of us inthe Booke of * 
the Chronicles, At 24: proteftanies andrre noluerunt It is well that Proteſtants were yer 
heard of in the old Teſtament,as wel as Jefuntes; whoſe name,one of their owne by : 
good hap hath found, Num. 26.24. Like as Eraſmus found Friers in S. Pauls time, | 
inter faljos Fratres,Bur it were better,if thismans word were as rue as it 151dle.Some 
of ours have hcard ro their coſt , whole lofle joyned with thegriefe of the Church, 
and:difhononr of the Gofpell , we have ſufficiently lamented. How many-have wee 


\knowne ſtrocken with theſe Apes , which have died fleeping ? And intruth, who- 


ſoever ſhall-conſider rhis open freedome of the meanes of feducement , muſt needs 
wonder that wee have loſt nomore ; eſpecially, if he be acquainted with thoſe two 
maine helps of our Adverfaries, importumty, and plauſibility. Never any Phariſee' 
was ſo eager tomake a Profelyre , as our late factors-of Rome : and if they be fo 
hot ſct-upon this ſervice, asro-compaſſeſea/& land to winne one of us;ſhall we be fo! 


No man ſetrerh foot upon their coaſt, which may not preſently ſing-with the P{al-: 
miſt, They come.about mee like Bees. It fares with them as with rhoſe which are infe-' 
G&ed with thepeſtilence , who.(they ſay) are carried with anitching deſire of tam- 
ting others. When they have all done , this they have gained , that if Satan were | 
not. more buſje and vehement than they ; they could gaine nothing, Burt in the 
meane time, there is nothing wherein I wiſh we would emulate them, bur in this 
heat of diligence and violent ambirion of winning, Py7rhw did not more enuy the | 
yalour of thoſe old Romane ſouldiers, which he read of in ther wounds , and dead: 


| faces, than wee do the buſie andacitie of theſe new. The world could nor ſtand be-: 


fore us.;if onr truch might be'bur as hotly followed as their falſhood. Oh that our 
God., whoſe cauſe wee maintaine . would enkindle our hearts with the fire of holy 
zeale.. but ſomuch as Sathan harh inflamed theirs with the fire of fury and faction. 


his own-worke. Ariſe O North, and come O South, and blow upon. our garden, | 
that the ſpices thereof may flow forth. Theſe ſitters will rake nodemall, bur are, 
ready { as the faſhion was to doe with rich marches ) to carry away'mens ſoules; 


whether they will or no. Wee'ſſce the proofe of their 1mportunitie- at home : 'No; 


bulwarke of lawes nor barres- of Juſtice ( though made of three trees ) can keepe 
our rebaniſhed fugitives from returning , from intermedling. How have their aCti-: 
ons faid in the hearing of the world , thar ſince heaven will-not heare them , they 
will try whathel can doe? And if they dare bee fo bufie in oor owne homes, where 
they wonid ſeeme ſomewhar awed with the danger of Juſtice ; what(*thinke wee) 


ravell, -1 


mad as to paſſe borh their ſea and land, rocaſt our ſelves into the mouth of danger ? | 


Oh that he wonld ſhake us out of this dull eaſe, and quicken-our ſlacke fpirits unto} 


Rob. Pointz 
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4. bemorecaſily ſhund, then refiſted : bur here , the skill of doing miſchicfe 
contends with'the power ; their miſ-zealous paſſions hide rhemſelves in a pleaſing 


| hand, in prevention of his perfon,, whom now arrived , if they findeuntraGtable 


|-fetcheg, to towre up unto the prey intended. There 15 nothing wherein this faire | 


| putation of a ſweet mgenuiry, and delighttfull ſociableneſle ; he findesopportunities 
| toheſtow ſome witty fcoffes upon thoſe parts of our religion, which lie moſt open 


|: offer nothing to aweake ſtomacke , biit diſcourſe of eatie digeſtion: As firſt , that? 
|-Catholikeſo living and dying (by our confeſſion ) may be ſaved : Thar there. is but 
| One Church, as but one Chriſt ; and that our of this Arke, there 1s noway but drow- 
| ming: That thisone Churchismorelikly to be found inall the world;chen ina corner; 


| comes1n the plorious brag 'of the Roman Univerſality ; their inviofate Antiquity, 


" EEE 


*\ uo Wadis fx: 


— 


| only ; bur affiftance;, bar incouragement ? Never generation was ſo forwardas the, x 
Tefurticall,, for captation of wills amongſt cheir OWE ,Of of ſoules amongſt ſtran- 

vers: What State is not haunted with rheſe ill ſpirits ?:'yea what houſe? yea whar 
ſoule 2 Nor a Princes Councell-Table; not a Ladies Chamber canhbe free from theix 
thameleſſe mfinuations.' It was not for norhing , that their great: Patron Philip the 
ſecond: King of Spaine;called them Clericos negocianores ;'and that: Marcus Antaning 
Colmmna ,Generall of the Navy to Pins Qutntus m the batteltof Lepanto., andVice. 


roy of Sicilie could fay to Father Don Alonſo, a famous Jeſuite,affeCting to be of the 
counſel! of his conſcience , Yo: altri padri di Iheſu havete la mente al cielo le may; g} 
m0ndo , | anima al diavolo. wo 


_— — —_— — 
hb — 


''Y boyſterons(as in ſome orher ſects ) that ſo (as it is in Canon ſhot) it might 


{weernefle; and they are more beholden ro policy,theruftrength. What Gentleman 
of any note canccrofſe our Seas , whoſe name 15 not landed in their bookes before 


through too much prejudice, they labour firſt to temper with theplauſible conver- 


if rhat were no part of the errand. So have we ſcene an Hawke caſt off at an Hetn- 
ſhaw , to looke and ſhe a quite other way, and. after many careleſſe, and oyerly 


companion ſhall not apply himſelfe to his welcome Countryman. Art.laſt, whenhe 
hath poſleſt himſelfe of the heart of his new acquaintance , and got himſelte the re- 


to advantage.:Andnow itis time to irivite him (after their rarities) toſee the Mo- | 


| :naſtery of our Enghth Benedidines,or (if elſewhere) thoſe Engliſh Colledges,which | _ 
the devour beneficence of our well-meaning neighbours (with no other intention D 


then ſome covetous Farmers lay faltcars in their dove-coats ) have bountifully cre- | 
&ed. There, it is a wonder if our Traveller meet nor with ſome one, thatſhall daim | 
kinred or Country of him in a more intire faſhion. The Socicry welcomes him with | 
more then.ordinary courteſie : neither can he refuſe (except hewill be uncivill)to 
betheir gueſt. He cannot miſlike the love of his Country men, he cannot faultthetr 
carriage. And-now that they have mollified the ſtiffenefſe of his prejudice,andwith 
much rempring fitted him for their mold, he is a task meet for one of their beſt | 


- workmen; who willingly undertakingir hath learned tohandle him ſo fiveetly a5 if 
| he would have him thinke it a pleaſtire robe ſeduced. Do we thinke his Doctor will 


|. begin firſt with the infallibility of their great Maſter,and perſvade him that a Ne? 


- meat 15 for ſtronger mawes, Hee knowes how firſt to begin with rhe ſpoone and to 


| 


in allages,rthen in the laſt Century of yeares ; in unity, then in divifion. And now 


their recorded. ſacceſſions ,'their harmonious unity, their confeſſed magnificence 


| | That there 3s the mother Church , as to the reſt of .Chriſtendome, (0 eſpecially 


't0 
the 


Ah. lo _ 


Ac 


ne mine Er 4 a or oe b} 
Y Et were there the lefle perill of rheir yehemence, if it were onely rude and 


cromancer.an Heretike,an Atheiſt, cannor erre in Peters Chaire? or tell him that he | F 
|< may buy oft his ſinnes as familiarly as he may buy wares in the market? or teach him | 
| that a manmay and muſt-borh make and.car his God to his breakfaſt ? This hard 


- p . 


farion of ſome ſmoorh Catholike of hisowne Nation : the name of his Countrey is; (| 
1 -warrant enough for his infinuation. Nota word yet may be ſpoken of Religion; as 


| 
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A Cenſure of Travel, © am 


A | the Engliſh : How well a Monarchy (the beſt form of government ) beſeemes the | "Ou | 
| Church : How unlikely it is that Chriſt would leave his Spouſe in the confuſion of 

many heads,or of none. And how that we are but a rag torne from their coat ; and 

where was our religion before. Lather lay with Bora > And what miſerable ſabdivi- 

ſions are there mn our Proteſtancie ? and what a caring are we tothe haryeſt 

of Chriſtendome ? with infinite ſuggeſtions of this nature z able { as they are | 

plauſibly urged ) to ſhake an ungrounded judgement ; which if they have fo farre | 

| prevailed, as that the hearer will abide himſelfe hood-winkt with this vaile of the | - 

| | Church, how eaſily ſhall rime leade him into thoſe hatefuller abſurdiries ? 
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N all which proceeding , theſe impoſtors have a double advantage : Firſt , that 
| ter deliver the opinion of their Church with ſuch mitigation and fayour , as 
* thoſe that care to pleaſe,nor to informe : forming the voice of the Church to the | | 
| | liking of the hearer,nor the judgmer of the hearer to the voice of the Church:wher- | 
| in1s1tnot hard to obſerye thar Popery ſpoken and written are two things ; in diſ- | 
courſe,nothing is more ordinary then ro diſclaime ſome of their received poſitions, 
& to blanch others.It is the malice of an adverſarie that mi{-reports them, they doe 
not hold that Images ſhould be adored ; thar the wood of the Croſſe ſhould be wor- 
ſhipped withthe very ſame deyotion that 1s due to Chriſt himſelf ; that che Church | 
is the Judge of Gods writings ; that Paw! the Fift cannot erre; that a man may | 
merit of his maker , much lefſe ſypererogate ; that a mauſe can run away with that 
which either is, or was God Almighty ; thar it is lawtfull ro kill an herericall Ring, 
and all other thoſe monſters of opinion, which their moſt clafſicke. Anthors have 
both hatchr and ſhameleſly thruſt incorhe light of the world. They defie thqſe ridi- 
culous Legends, which we father upon their Church; and how nuch do they feorn 
S.Francis his Bird, or his Wolfe, or his wounds, or his Apoſtles of Aflife. Pope oaxc 
was but a fancy : Never Pope was an hereticke. If now we cry out of impudence, 
and call their allowed Writers to witnes; Loe,even they alfo are forged by us,8 are | 
caught to play boaty on our ſide. Thus reſolved to outtface all evidence, they make 
faire weather of their fouleſt opinions, and enveigh againſt nothing ſo nuch as the 
D| ſpighrfulneſſe of our ſanders. It is nat poſliblethar any wile ſtranger ſhould bee in 
love with the face of their Church.if he might ſee her in her ownlikenes,8& therfore 
they have cunningly maxked one part of it,and painted another, ſo as thoſe features 
of hers , which are ugly and offenſive, ſhall nor appeare to any bur her own eyes. 
And becauſe books are dangerousblabs,and will be reliing the generations to come, £ 
how ſtrangely that face is altered with Age and Art, therefore their tongues are Pare,gg EM 
clipped alſo, and made to ſbeake none but her owne words. Out of this licence,and |{,3 31, 
hope to winne, they can fit their diſhes toevery palate,andare ſolawcy, as to make | quondem date- 
the Churchbelie it ſelfe.Hence it was thar a Spaniſh Father couldteach,that it is not | Fo 7h. 
of the neceſſity of faith, to beleeve thar the prefentPope is the Vicar of Chriſt,and | nomic Povif- 
 |theficceſſor of Peter. That Heſt1as the Jeſuite could fay , that the Pope abuſed his | © 7%: 
| E | keyes, and the authority of the Church,in receiving Henry the Fourth. Thar another | 
of his fellowes in a diſcourſe with a FrenchBiſhop, could diſparage a decilion of his 
| |Holineſſe incompariſon of aGeneralCouncel.Thar Mens the Reader of Divinity at 
| | raledelid, following Sale: the Jeſnite, conld affirme the lawfulnefſe'of the mariage 
| of religious perſons upon adoubrful revelation, Thar more then one of that Order, 
| | have dared to broach Confeſſion by letrers , againſt the Bull of Clement the Eight. | 
And if theſe men be nor ſparing of their contradifions to that Vice-God of theirs, | 
whoſe vaſlals they are by. peculiar profeftion , how much more boldly will they 
| | ſ\wimme againſt the ſtreame of any comnion opinion,thar may concerne the bodie- | 
| | [Of thathead? etl re ; 
] epi oeage] | Kkk 2 5710711 SPECT Tr” 
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FIT Heir ſecond advantage is,that they tegard not with what umtruths they make | 
good their own aſſertions : It 1s all one with what motter or rubbiſh they | 
build up a fide. From hence flow the coffident reports , both of their mirz- 
cles to convince us,and theirf{landers to diſgrace ns. Father Hayndims,a Jeſuite of ; 3. 
yeares ſtanding, amongſt 52. complaints, which ( ont of an honeſt remorſe) he put 
up againſt his owne Socierie , to their Generall _— , finds this not the leaſt, 
that his fellowes ſhamed not to ſeeke the honour of their Order, by cogging of mi- | 
racles.What packets flie about daily of their Indian wonders?Even Cardinall Befar- 


that his fellow Xavier had not only healed the deafte,dumbe, andblinde, but raiſed 
the dead , whiles his brother Acoſta, after many yeares ſpent inthoſe parts, can pull 
him by the ſleeve, and tell him in his eare,fo loud that all the world may heare him, 
Prodigia nulla produtimms , negue vero eff opus. Of the fame ſtampe are the daily- 
renewed miracles , reyelations, viſions, wherewith any mans eares muſt needs bee 
beaten amongſt them. CA fricke was at the beſt but barren of novelties , in compa- 
riſon of Rome ; & yet the world 15 incredulous,if it will not ſuffer it ſelfe to be gulled 
with theſe holy frauds. And no fewer are thoſe lewd calumniations (the ſtuffe of all 
their inveltives ) whereby rhey labour ro make us loathſome to the world: our per-| 
ſons,our do&rines are loaded with reproaches;neither matters it how juſt they are, | 


friends have this (upon ſoine private difikes ) ſmafred from them ? Their owne 
xt#s Juintus, and with them(thehonour 
of the Jeſuiticall Order) Cardinall Tofet, can all ſhew bloody wales intheir backes, 
from their laſhes. Their late Patroh of famous memory, whoſe heart they well me- | 
rited, and keepe it (as their deare relique) enſhrined in their /a Fleſche , was after 
his death in their Pulpits proclaimed Tyra» and worſe : no maryell then if after the | 
virulent declamations of our Gifford (their Gabriel) and the malicious ſuggeſtions | 
of others of that yiperous brood , wee have much adoe to perſwade our neighbours, 
that we have any Churches, Bapriſme, Liturgie, Religion. I appeale then to all eyes 
andeares, how eafie it is for a man that will take leave to himſelfe, of making what 
truths he liſts, and defending 


« 


dulous heart whither he pleaſeth, 


© ee E——_—s 


SECT NIX 


Þ Ur if the power of falſified reaſon preyaile not, theſe deſperate fa&ors of Rome 
(as have beene informed)have learned out of their acquaintance in the Court 

'— ofthe Prince of darkneſſe, to imploy ſtrotiger aid. On ſome of their hands, 1 
feare,Magicall deluſions,8 deviliſh incantations ſhall not want, rather than they wil 
want a client, Neither can this ſeeme ſtrange to any that knowes how familiarly the 


it doth more than trouble the beſt Caſinſts,to ſer down a petfedt difference berw1xt 
their ſacred Magick, and the Diabolicall. From hence perhaps have proceeded thoſe 


with ſome of our death-ſicke Gentlemen amongſt them have bin frighted into Ca- 
tholikes. A famous Divine of France, ſecond to none for learning , or fidelitie, rol 


Juſtifie : A Gentleman of the Religion,whoſe wife was popiſbly devoted,lyingwp01 


the ſicke mans wife ſends for aJeſuite; both meet at the beds ſide ; edch per[Wades 
him to hisowne part; both plead for their religion ar this barre, before theſe Judg*5* 


miraculous apparitions (if at leaſt they were any other bur fancy, or fraud) wheTe- | 


methis one amongſt other inſtances, of his owne experience, which he yer uves f9 | 


the bed of his ſickneſſe; in expedtation-of dearh . ſends for this Divine , his Paſto!; | 


_ Quo Vadis ? "4 
 Snerx XVIII. A] 


mine can abide tro come in as an avoucher of theſe coozenages ; who dares ayerre | p 


bur how ſpightfull. Whar other meaſure can bee expected of us, when their beſt | (| 


them by, what untrurhs he pleaſerh, to leade a cre-|D} 


Roman Church profeſſes the ſolertne prattiſe of conjuration; in ſach a faſhion ,3 E 


? 


after two houres diſputation , not onely the Gentleman was cheerefully confirme© 
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| Ajin that Judgment , which he had embraced, buthis wife alſo, out of the evidence of | 
| truth, began to incline tohim, and it. The Jeſuit departed-diſcontent ; yer within 
ſome few houres after,returning (when the coaſt was cleercr)intreats ſome Private 
| {conference with the Gentiewoman ; with whom walking in her garden, he did ye- 
hemently expoſtulate, mixing therewithall his ſtrongeſt perſwaſions:; at laſt, to 
{hur up his diſcourſe , he importun'd her with many obſectations , that ſhe would 
youchſate to receive from his hands a little box which he there offcred her. and for 
his fakeweare abour her continually : ſhe condeſcended. No ſooner had ſhee taken 
{ it, then ſhe fell. to ſo great a deteſtation of her huſband , that ſhee could by no 
meanes bee drawne into his preſence, and within two, dayes after in this eſtate ſhe 
| died. An a& more worthy the {word of Juſtice , then the pen of an Adverfarie. 
- | Theſe courles are as ſecret as wicked. Not daring therefore peremptorily to accuſe, 
B | I had rather leave theſe practiſes to further inquiry. Sure I am, that by their tongues, 
| Satan labours to inchant the world, and hath ſtrongly deluded too many ſoules. And 
| are we weary of ours , that we dare tempt God, and offer our ſelves as challengers 
| |rothis ſpirituall danger ? The +orgh , among{t much change of houſes, have rwo 

| famous for the accordance of their names; one called The Bow , at Nola, the other, 
1 The Arrow,(la Fleſcheyin France : though this Jatrer weremore worthy of the name | 
\ of a whole Quiver , containing not fewer then cight hundred ſhafts of all ſizes. 
| Their oa Fryer (it 1 ſhall not honour. him roo much ) plaid upon them in | 
| his Diſtich ; | | 


"xe 


a. 


C| Arcum Nola dedit , dedit illus alma Sagittam 
e | Gallia-; quis funem , quem meruere , dabit > | 
Nola the bow , and France the ſhaft did bring : | 
© 3. But who ſhall helpe them to an hempen ſtring ? CE | 


{ This proviſion is for the care of Chriſtian Princes : bur in the zyeane time, what | 
| madnefle 1s it in us, not onely to give aime to theſe roving Flights, but to offer our | 
ſelyes to bee their {ſtanding Butr', that they 'may take their full atme and hit us level 
at pleaſure 2 Doe. wee not heare ſome of their owne fellow Catholikes in the | 
| | middeſt of their awfulleſt Senate , the Parliament of Paris , pleading vehemently | : 
D | againſt thoſe fatzous ſpirits, and crymg out paſſionately. of rhar danger ( which will | | 
' follow upon their admiſſion ) both of lewd manners, and falſe dofrine; and doe we 
- | in greater oppoſitian feare neither ? and eſpecially from Engliſh. Jeſuites.? Some 
| | Conntries yeeld more venomous vipers then others; ours the worſt. . I would it 
| | were not too eaſie to obſerve, that as our Engliſh Papiſts are commonly moſt Je. 
ſaiciſh , ſo our Engliſh Jeſtites are more furious then their fellowes. Even thoſe of 
the hotteſt Climates cannot match them in fiery diſpoſitions. And doe we put our | - | 
ſelves out of our comfortable Sunneſhine, mtothe midſt of theflame of theſe noted ? 
Incendiaries 2 Doe we take: pleaſure to make them rich with the ſpoile of our | - 
foules 2 and becauſe they will not come faſt enough to fetch thele booties, doe we 


goc to carry themunto their pillage? | 
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He danger is in the men more thenin their cauſe ; andif this great Curtizan 
. | of the worldhad not fo cunning Panders, I ſhould wonder how ſhee ſhould 
.**. gerany but fooliſh cuſtorers. The Scarcher ofallheartsChefore whoſe Tri- 
bunall I ſhall once comero giye an account of this Cer ſar knows that I ſpeak it not | | 
waliciouſly ; Him T call ro witnefſe, that T could not find any true life of Religion 

amongſt thoſe that would be Catholikes : I meddle not w i the errors of Specula- | 


rions,or Schoole points ; vhereja their judgethen apt y offendeth: I ſpeake of 
the lively practice of Piety. Wharhave they amony! f them but a very out-ſide of 
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yet alas, they fay they know not what, they heare they know nor what, they 
doe they know not what ; returning empty of all hearty edification »'& onely full 
of confuſed intentions ; and are taught to thinke this ſacrifice of fooles merito. 


| rious. Looke their Chewarims upon the ſacred aftors in this religious Scene : What 


ſhall you ſee bur idle Apiſhneſſe in their ſolemneſt worke , and either mockery 
or flumbering? Looke into their religions houſes ; what ſhall you ſee but a trade 


| of o_ and lazy holines? houres obſerved, becauſe they muſt , nor becauſe they 
woull 


d. What doe they but lull piety a fleepe with their heartlefſe aud [leepy 
Yeſpers ? Looke into the private cloſers of their devour Ignorants; whar difference 
ſhall you ſee betwixt the Image and Suppliant ? If they can hearetheir beads knacke 
upon each other,they are not bid to care for hearing their praiers refle& upon hea- 
ven : Shortly, in all that belongs to God, the worke done fufficeth, yea meriteth; 
and whatneed the heart be wrought upon for a taske of the hand ? Looke into the 


| melancholike Cels of ſome auſtere Recluſes, there you may finde perhaps an haire- 
| clorh, or a whip, or an heardle ; but ſhew mee true mortification, the power of ſpi. | 


rituall renovation of the ſoule. How ſhould that bee found there, when as that @- 
ving faith (which 1s the onely purger of the heart ) is barred our as preſimptuoys? 
and nogueſt of that kinde allowed,but the ſame whichis common to Devills? what 
Papiſt in all Chriſtendome hath ever beene heard to pray daily with his family ; or 
to ſing but a Pſalme at home ? Look into the univerſall courſe of the Catholike lie, 
there ſhall you finde the Decalogue profeſſedly broken, beſides the ordinary prafiiſe 
of Idolatry, and frequence of oathes. Who ever ſaw Gods day duly kept in any city, 
village , houſhold under the juriſdiction of Reme? Every obſcure holy-day takes the 


wall of it, and thrafts it into the channell. Who ſees not obedience to authority (o 


Gods Lawes, who ſees nothow foule ſinnes paſſe for veniall? and how cafily venuall 
ſinnes paſſe their | cmpriniy : for which acrofle,or a dropof holy-warter is ſufficient 
amends > Who ſe& nothowno place can be left for truth, where there is full roome 
given to equiyocation? All this, though it be harſh to the conſcionable man, yer 
no lefle pleaſing to the carnall. The way of outward faſhionablenefle in religion, and 


thus wonne to walke in it. Thoſe which are either ungrounded in the principles of 


errors: But though 1ſ7ael play the harlat , yet let not Tudah ſun. Come ye not to Gilg; 


neither goe ye up ro Bethaven. 


—_ —tl— 
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Rom the danger of corruption in judgement, let us turne our eyes to thede- 
pravarion of manners; which not feldome goes before : Apples theretore fall 
from the tree,becauſe they be worme-caten;they are not worm-caten bec 


mane. It werewellif weeknew our owne faſhions, better ifwe could be them. 
| Whar miſchiefe have we amongſt us that we have not borrowed ? To 


| 3 as 1 Low 2! {28855 ”? as - {a ROE." 
j it not vextq ſee how that other ſexe hath learned to.make Antiks and monſters 


| themſelyes? Whence came theirhips tothe ſhoulders, and their breſts to 


ul bo 0 i - _ 


A GE 


lighted, that it ſtands only to the mercy of humane diſpenſation? and inthe reſt 6f 


ws, ) 


Chriſtianity , a mecte formality of devotion ? Looke into their Churches, there 
their poore ignorant Laity hope to preſent their beſt ſervices to God : and} 


| 


begin af 
| our skin : who knowes not whence we had the varietie of our vaine diſguiſes? A 
| 1f wee had nat wit enough to be fooliſh, unlefſe we were taught it. Thelc dreſſes 
| being conſtant in their mutabilitie , ſhew us our maſters. What is it that wee hav 
|. not learned of our neighbours, fave onely tobe proud good cheape ? Whom V of 


| 


inward liberty of heart , cannot but ſeeme faire to nature; and eſpecially when it | 
hath ſo powerfull angariation. Ir is a wonder if but one halfe of Chriſtendome be D 


religion, or the unconſcionable inthe pradtiſe, are fit to travell into theſe miſerable | 


A 


| 


| they fall: and, as uſually followes, Satan like the Raven, firſt ſeazes upon the ey© of L 
underſtanding, & then preyes freely upon the other carkaſe.We may be bad enough 
| at home, certainly we are the worſe for our neighbours. Old Rome was not More 
jealous of the Grecian and African manners, then wee have reaſonto be of the Ro- 


the navill; 
but: 
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| themſelves > and lofe their reaſon {whiles they pretend to do reaſon ? where, the 


| flighr account of thar filthineſſe, which 1s but condemned as veniall, and tolerated 
| mall complements , which doe neither expect beleefe from others , not carie any 


| fire and brimſtone from heaven, and the aſhes of it drowned in the dead ſea, yer 


| fpeakeil-words; bur my very:ſoute um both. To the former my/ſtire-25;; that they | 


EY 


| 655 


but the one from ſome ill-ſhap't Dames of Fravce, and the other from the worſe-. | 
minded Curtizans of /taly? Whence elſe learned they to dawbe theſe mudde-yalls 

with Apothecaries morter; and thoſe bigh waſhes,which are ſo cunningly lickr On, 

that the wet napkin of Phryxe ſhould be deceived ? Whence the friſled and poudred 
buſhes of their borrowed excrement ? as if they were aſhamed of the head of Gods 

making, and proud of the Tire-womans? Where learned we that deviliſh Art and 
pradtice of Duell , wherein men ſeek honour in blood, and are taught the ambition 
of being glorious butchers of men ? Where had we that luxurions delicacie in our 
feaſts, in which rhe noſe 13 no lefle pleaſed,then the palate; and the eye no leffe then 
either ? wherein the piles of diſhes make barricadoes againſt the appetite,and with 
2 pleaſing encombrance trouble an hungry gheſt ? Where thoſe formes of ceremo- 
nious quaſhng,, in which men have learned to make Gods of others, and beaſts of 


lawleſneſſe ( mifcalled freedome ) of a wilde tongue , that runnes with reynes in 
the necke, thorow the bed chamber of Princes, their Cloſers,their Counſell-Tables, 
and ſpares not the very Cabinet of their breſts , much lefſe can be barr'd out of the 
moſt retired ſecrecie of inferiour greatnefle > Where,the change of noble atren- 
dance, and hoſpiralitie, into foure wheeles , and ſome few butterflies > Where,the 
Arr of diſhoneſtie in pratticall Machiavelitme , in falſe equivocatians 2 Where, the 


as not unneceflarie? Where,the skill of civil & honourable hypocrifie, in thoſe for- 
from our ſelves? where,that unnaturall villany , which though it were burnt wirh | 


hath made ſhift to revive, and cals for new vengeance upon the aftors? Where.rhat 
cloſe Atheiſme , which ſecretly laughs God in the face, and thinkes it weakenefle to 
beleeve, wiſdome to profeſſe any religion? Where,the bloody and tragicall ſcience 
of King-killing ; the new divinity of diſobedience and rebellion ; with too many 
other evils , wherewith foraine converſation hath indangered the infection of our 
peace? Lo here,deare Country-men,the fruit of your idle gaddings: Better perhaps 
might be had; but he was never acquainted at home , that knowes not our nature: 
to be like unto fire, which if there be any infection in tlie roome,drawes it ſtraipht 
to-it ſelfe : Or like unto Iet, which omitting all precious objects, gathers up ſtrawes 
and duſt. 1anders have beene ever in an il name. Wherefore ? ſave onely for the 
confluence of forainers, which never come withour the fraight of their national] 
wickedneſſe. The experience wherof hath moved ſome witty Nations, both ancient 
 & preſent, toſhur themſelves up within their owne bounds, and to barre the inter- 
courſe of ſtrigers, as thoſe that thought beſt ro content themſelves with their owne 

faults. A corrupt diſpofition,out of a naturall fertilitie, can both beget and conceive 
evill alone : but if it be ſeconded by examples, by.precepts, by incouragements, the 
Ocean it ſelfe hath not ſo much ſpawne.as it : in all which regards, hee hath eſcaped. 
well, that returnes but what he caried; but hee is worthy of memory, that terutnes | 
either more good.or lefſe evill. Some have come home perhaps mere\{paring.arhers 
more fattle , others more outwardly courteous ; others more capricious , ſome 


more tongue-free , few ever better. And if themſelves benot ſenifible of their alte- | 
rarions, yet their Countrey and the Church of God teeles and ryes theur. | 
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F- Er me therefore have leave to ſhut up this Diſtonrſe with a double Sute , one 
; + +torour Gentry, the other to ſupreme authoritie; boch which ſhall come' from 
>the bottome.of an heare-unfainedly facrificed ro the.common- good; neither 


would bee happy at home : God hath given us aworkdofour:owne, wherein there 
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Quo Vadis? 


abroad : Here is that ſiveet peace which the reſt of the world admires and. envies 
Here is that gracious and well-tempered government, which no Nation under hea- 


yen: may dare once offer to parallel: Here all liberall Arts raigne andtriumph : And 

|-for pleaſure either our earth , or our ſea yeelds us all thoſe dainties , which their 
.native Regions enjoy but ſmgle. Laſtly : here Heaven.ſtands open, which to many | 

| other parts is barred on the'out-fide with 1gnorance or milbeleefe. And ſhall ow 

| wantonneſſe contemne all this bounty of God, and carry us to ſeeke that, which we 

| ſhall finde no where but behinde us, but within us ? Shall the affection of ſome {j. 


volous toyes draw us away from the fruition of thoſe ſolid comfarts , which are of | 
&red us within our owne doores ? How many of ours, whom their juſt offencehath 
caſt out of the boſome of their Country , compare their exile with death , and can 
ſcarce abide to bid that breath welcome,which they are forced todraw in a foraine | 


| aire; and though freedome of conſcience entertaine them never foliberally abroad, | 


yet reſolve either to\live or die at home; and doe we ſuffer our. folly ro.baniſh us 
from thoſe conteritments, which they are glad toredeeme with the hazard of their 
blood ? are wee ſo little in our owne bookes , that weecan be content to purchaſe 


cariage, with the likelihood of danger ? Are we fo fooliſh, that whiles we, may 


| ſweetly enjoy the ſerled eſtate of our Primogeniture,we will needs. bring uponour 
| ſelves the curſe of Ruben, to runne abroad like water; whoſe qualitie 1t is, not eafily | 
| to be kept within the proper bounds; yea the curſe of Cazp , to put our ſelyes ffom 


the ſide of Ede , into the land of Nod. that is; of demigration ? None of the leaſt 


\ imprecations , which David makes againſt Gods enemies, 1s, Make them like unto a 


| toknow when wee are well. Shall we notbe ſhamelefſely unthankfull if wecannot | 


| wheele , O Lord. Motion 1s ever accompanied with unquietnefle , and both argues,8 
| cauſes imperfe&ion, whereas the happy eſtate of heaven is deſcribed by teſt; whoſe | 


glorious ſpheres in the meane time, doe fo perpetually move, that they are never 

"removed from their places. It is not the leaſt part either of wiſdome, or happineſſe, | 
ſing the note of that great Choriſter of God, My lot i falne to mee.in « good ground? | 
Hath not the munificence of God made this Iland as it were an abridgement of this 
whole earth, in which he hath contrived (thoughin a lefſe letter all the maine and 


| 


materiall commodities of the greater world ; and doe we make a priſon whereGod | | 
meant a Paradiſe 2 Enjoy therfore (happy Country-men ) enjoy freely God and | D 
| your ſelves; enrich your ſelves with your owne mines , improue thoſe blefſed'op- 
'| portunities which God hath given you, to your mutuall adyantage;/and care not to 
| be like any-but your ſelyes.. 0 1M Meg F148 neo Metey 20 
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| A Nd if at any time theſe unworthy papers may fall betwixt the handsof my 


Soveraighe Maſter , or any of his grave and honourable Miniſters of State, 
| ** © ler:the meanneſſe of ſo weake and obſcure ſolicitors prefuame.to commend 
| tlys mattertotheir deepeſt conſideration,and out of an-honeſt zeale of thecommMn 
| fafetie, ſue tothem for! amore ſtrid& reſtraint-of thar dangerous libertie, whereof 
too many are bold to carve tothemftlves.Who can bee ignorant of thoſe wiſe and 
| wholeſome Tawes,which are enacted already to this purpoſe? or of thoſe careful an 
juſt cautions, wherewith the licences of Travell are ever limited 2 Bur what are 
we thebetter for Gods owne lawes,without execution? Or what are limits unto the 
| lawleſſe? Good lawes are!the hedpes'of the Common-wealth:juſt difpenfations Y* 
j 45 gates; or ſtiles in thethedge. If every ſtraggler may arpleaſure.caſtopen 784P% 


— —— _ _ 


| rothecammon? Who! feesnot how!famitiarly our yongRecufautsimmediatlyupM 
their diſclofing.are ſenrover'for their full hatchiug andmaking Pals paine, Hrith, 


| this fence of the State, wharare wetheberter for thisquick-ſet;them-if we lay 0Pe2 | 


ee. 


OE ns 


"| men, or what ſecke yee 2 Here growes that wealth , which yee goe bur to fpend 


outlandiſh ſaperfluities, withthe miſ-cariage of our ſoules, with the danger of mif. | 


} 


. 


and now ofllace Frateccir ſelfe provides neſts ,and. perches , and mewes for ur 
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birds , with the ſame confidence , wherewith wee breed our owne at home; which 
when they are once wel acquainted with the Romane jure,ate ſent backe againe fir 
for theprey. And as for thoſe of our owne fearher : whereas the libertie of their 
trayell 18 bounded chiefly with this double charge: one;that they have no conyerſa- 
tion or conference with Jeſuits, or other dangerous perſons ; the other, that they 
paſſe not intothe,dominions of the Kings enemies;both theſe are ſo commonly neg- 
lefted;as if they were intended onely for a yerball formalitie, yea , as if the Prohi- 
 bition meant to teachmen whar they ſhould doe.Every of our Novices hath learned 


| fo make no difference of men; and dare breathe in the poyſonous ayre of 1raly it 


ſelfe, and rouch the very pommell of the chaire of pettilence. Ir is this licentious 


ſee the wary cloſenefſe of our Adverfaries,which wil not ſo muchas abide one. of our 
books ( a mute ſollicitor)to harbour in any of their coaſts? How many of the Italian 


or Univerſities ? Doe they lie thus at the locke , and doe we open our breſt , and 
diſplay oar armes, and bid an enemie ſtrike where he liſt ? Since then wee have 
no more wit, or care, then to bee willingly guilty of our owne ſhame; oh that ' 
the hands of ſupreme Authoritie would. bee pleaſed to locke us within our owne 


purpoſe are thoſe ſtrait and capitall inhibitions of the returne of our factious fugi- 
tives into this Kingdome, if whiles the wicket 1s ſhut upon them , thar they ſhould 
not come to us,the Poſterne bee open to us,that we may goe to them ? As all inter- 
courſe 15 perilous, fo that 15 moſt, which is by our owne provocation. Here yet they 
dare bur lurke in ſecret, and rake onely ſome ſudden fnatches at a weake prey, like 


| 


unto eyening-wolves, that never walke forth but under the cloak of the night ; but 
..1their owne territories, they can ſhew the Sunne their ſpoiles, and thinke this a& 
worthy of garlands and trophees. Here wee have maſtives to ſecure our flockes : 


hath made the great Shepheards of his people , whoſe charge it 1s to feed them by 
government , ſuffer not their ſimplicitie to betray rhe1r lives unto the fangs of theſe 
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'T Aftly, for thoſe, whom neceſſary occaſions draw forth of their owne coaſts 


S KCT, 


cut the ayre with more ſteddineſſe;ſo let them carefully fore-inſtrutt,8& poize them- 


'they ſhall bring backe the fame ſoules they caried. It was at leaſt an inclination to a 
fall; that Eve tooke boldnefſe ro hold char with the Serpent. And as fobtitt Lawyers 
.defire no more advantage in the quarrell which they would picke at conveyances, 
j 
our tongues free, they will hope well of our very denials. Error is crafty, and out 
of the power of his Rhetorical infinuations,oft-times caries away probabilitie from 
 truch. I remember in that famous Embaſſie of three Philoſophers, which Athens ſent 


diſcourſe , wiſe Cato perſwaded the Senate toa ſpeedie diſmiſſion of thoſe (orher- 


or SpaniſhNobleſfe have weknowe allowed to venture their education inourCourts | 


doores.and to keepe the keyes at their owne girdle ! And (to ſpeake rruth) to what | 


there the prey goes ſtragling-alone to the mouth of their dennes, without prote- | 
con, without aſfiſtance , and offers to be deyoured. Yee whom the choice of God | 


cruel beaſts:but chaſe them home rather,from the wilifull ſearch of their owneper- | 
dition, and ſhut them up together in your ſktong and ſpacious folds, that they may | 
be at once ſafe,and yee glorious. | 


( that wee may have done with thoſe,which like fooliſh Papiſts goe on pilgri- | 
| mage to ſee another blocke better dreſſed then at home)let me ſay to them.as | 
Simcon that prophetical Monk faid to the pillars which he whipped before the earth- | 
quake; Stand faſt, for ye ſhall be ſhaken. And therefore, as the Crane, when ſhce is | 
to fly againſt an high wind, doth ballace her ſelf with ſtones in her bull, that ſhe may | 
ſelves with the ſound knowledge of the Principles of Religion, that they may nor be | 
ried about with every wind of dottrine : Whereto if they adde bur thoſe leflons, 

{which they are taught by the State, in their letters of paſſage, there may bee hope, 


joy many words : ſo neither doe our, Adverſaries. Whiles our eares are open, and | 


to Rowe, Critclaus , Diogenes, and Caryeades , there falling out many occaſions of | 


freedome'(which we mif-call Open hearted ingenuity) that undoes.us. Doe we not | 
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| wiſe welcome) cheſts , Becauſe ( faid he) whiles Carneades diſputes, ſcarce any mani, 
| can diſcerne which is the truth. There is more danger of theſe ſpirituall Sophiſters, | 
| paſſenger therefore (as that wiſe Grecian ſerved his fellowes ) ſtop up his cares with | 
| waxe againſt rheſe Syrens. Or Saviour would not give Saran audience even whiles 
| heſpake true; becauſe he knew that truth was but to countenance error, There is | 


| we drefſe with Lime to deceive the poore birds in a ſnow. No fiſher lets downe:gn | 


by how much the buſinefle is more important , and their ſubrilty greater. Let our 


eyer true corne ſtrowed under a pirfall : thoſe eares are fall and weightie, which 
empty hooke, but cloathed with a proper and pleaſing bait. Theſe Impoſtors have | 
| no other errand, bur deceit. If he love himſelfe , let him be afraid of their favours. | 
and thinke their frownes ſafer then their ſmiles. And if at any times ( as no fly is 
| more importunarte ) they thruſt themſelves into his converſation, let him (asthoſe | 
| which muſt neceſſarily paſſe by a carrion in the way ) hold his breath, and haſten 
to be our of their aire. And if they yer follow him in his flight, let him turne backe 
to them with the Angels farewell, /ncrepes te Dominws, Mi 
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Sir Hzenay Bakkn Knight 


and Baronet. 
SIR, 


[1 


3 challenge ſo deepe a debt as your ſelfe : If others 
$ AVEsl have taſted of my well-meant papers , you have 
SY X] fed beartily on them , and fo made them your 


lexer, and your praiſe with the ſpeculation of others : N. either 


owne,that your memory may compare withothers 


have your hand or tongue beene niggardly difſemblers of your ſþi- 
rituall gaine. Unto you therefore ( to whoſe name F Lad long ſance 
in my defires devoted my next) doe {ſend thi meane preſent : 4 


eAuditors found uſefull , the Preſſe ſhall communicate to poſie- 
ritie ; T hegaine of either ,or both , is no leſſe mine : 1 doubt not 
but you have already ſo acted that part of thu diſcourſe which con- 
cerneth you , that the direction 1 give to others , 1s but an hiſiory 
of what you have done. «And goe on happily (worthy Sir) in thoſe 
your holy courſes which ſhall leade you to immortalitie ; and ſo uſe | 
our riches, that they may be made np into a Crowne for your head 
in a better werld : My hearty well-wiſhes ſhall not be wanting to 
your and your vertuous Lady, as whom you have obliged to be juſtly 
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Sermon importunately defied of many : T hat which the preſent | 
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the Syriac , Precipe, command; and id doe we Ti it in the firſt of this Hp, | 
| pf dans eb Lll 2 an 


\REFGHIEBOVS 
| | MAMMON _| 


| ours undertakes, and ( if ye be not wanting to it and your ſelves) will bee ſare to 
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1. T1M. 6. 17, 


Charge them that are rich in ths world , that they be net high-minded, nor truſt in uncers | 
zaine riches, but in the living God , who giveth u« richly all things to exjoy , &c. | 


" | Hoſe things which are excellent, and beneficiallin their 


bour for me to perſwade you how good riches are: 
your pains and your cares ate ſufficient proofes of your 
eſtimation;and how deadly the abule of them is many a 
ſoule feeles that cannot returne to complaine ; There is 
nothing more neceſſary therefore for a Chriſtiau hearr, 
IA 7." then to þee reGtified in the menaging of a proſperous 
LE SSSR, cſtatc ; and tolearne fo to be happy here, that it may 
ogdJdnrn aw . . . 
be more happie hereafter; a taske which this Text of 
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performe : what ſhould I need to entreat your attention (Right Honourable, right 


Worſhipfull, and beloved ) to a buſineſle ſo neere concerning you ? The errand is. | 


Gods; the uſe of it yours. 
I neyer held it fafe to pull Scripture in peeces : theſe words fall alone into their | 
parts. Timothy is ſet upon the ſpirituall Bench, and muſt give the charge. A charge,re| 
whom? Of what? To whom? To therich. Ofwhar? what they muſt ayoid ; whar | 
they muſt indevour. What muſt they avoid? High-mindednefle and truſt in wealth: 
what are the duties they muſt labour unto? Confidence in God: Beneficenceto men: 
And every one of theſe fs backed with a reaſon to inforce it : Why ſhould they not 
be high-minded? Their. wealth is but in this world ; Why ſhould they not truſt in 
riches ? They are uncertaine. Why ſhould they truſt in God? He 1s a living God, 
and a liberal God : why ſhould they extend their Beneficence to-men? By this they 
lay up tothemſelves a ſure fourdation ; Here is worke enough, you ſee, for my dif- 
courſe, and your praGtice : The God of Heaven blefſe it in both our hands, 

The Charge hath(7[anws lik)a double aſpeRt;one that looks up to S.Faul, the other 
that lookes downe to Timathy , and from him to the rich : In rhe firſt there 1s 
Apoſtolicall ſuperioritie ; for (<>#1,w) Charge thou.reterres to whgpmme mu verb 13, 
I Charge thee ;, 10 Paul charges Timothy tocharge the rich; He that gives the Charge, | 
if he be not the chiefe of the Bench,yer hee is greater then the Jurie. The firſt foun- 


dation of the Church is laid in an inequalitie , and hath ever ſince ſo continued; | 


There can bee no harmony, where all the ſtrings or voices are of one tenour;In the 


latter,as it lookes on Timothy , it caries in itEpiſcopal power, Euangelical ſufficiency. | 
Epiſcopall-power ; for this Charge is by rhe vulgar turned, and the Tranſlation of | 


uſe, are dangerous in their miſcariage ; It were loſt la- | 
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wealth;Cerſe wot the King is thy chovg 


'rohis underkings: and yer eventhe ric 
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and the thirdverſe  Timmthy wes lefrar Eplaeſit is cepyin) to command,” -, | 
The rich are commonly great 3 Nobility 16 the account. of God is. joyned with | 
ht nar the rich in thy Bed-chamber faith Sdlowas. 


- 


{ofÞiver ar/Whoſe gates Lazares lay, is by ſome nomeane ones gheſſed tp be Herad 
or ſome other King; and ſofare.7obs friends termed by the ſeventy : Yea, the rich is 


nar.onely alirtle King amonghis neighbours, but Dives, quaſi divine ; as.a petty ; 
y ite King amonghirncighoure bur Pier gue dap 
command untoothers,he mult be ſpoken towith command. Command the rich. That 
fooliſh ſhaveling ſoared too high a pitch, when in bis nnperious Bull he commands 
'the Angels; Francs. of Aſs:ſe and he were both of a Diet ; But we may ſafely ſay that 
allpowers below the Angels, are lyable tg our ſpiriuall Charge, and this Command 
implyes obedience ;lſe rp what purpoſe doe we command & goe without? Chriſt 


gave us the Keyes ; ( for thar which the Romaniſts would plead our of 07jgty, of 
Clawes celi , The keyes of heavep to the reſt , apd Claves caloram , The keyes of beaweys | 
to Peter, is a diſtin&tion without 4 difference; ) What becames of them ? Thar 1. 
may not fay,on ſome of our hands they are ſuffered ro ruſt for wantof uſe; on orhers, 
( as the Pontificians ) the wards are altered, ſo as they can neither open not ſhut: 
fure I am; thar ( if they be not loſt on their behalfe , wherher in diſ-uſe, or abuſe), 
the power of them is loſt in the hearts of many : They have ſecret pick-locks of 


which their owne finnes have opened wide toreceive them.Whar uſe is there of us, 
; but in our chaire? and there, but to be heard ,and ſeene ? Eyen 1n this ſenſe peta 


their owne making , Prefumprion and Security , whereby they can'open heayen- 
gates, though double-locked by our cenſures, and ſhur the gares of hell at pleaſine, 


calo fafti ſumus ; we are to gaze on, not toimploy. Now ye are full, now yeare 
rich, ye raigne as Kings without us; wee are weake, ye are ſtrong; ye are Honou- 
rable, butwe are deſpiſed.- It was well noted by one, that the good father of the 
prodigall, though he might himfelfe haye brought forththe prime robe,or haye led 
his ſonne into his wardrobe to take it, yet hee commands his ſervants to bring it | 
forth ( Proferte flolam) becauſe he would bring meanes into credir,becauſe he woyld 
have his ſonne beholdento his ſervants, for theirglory. It isa bold word, but a ttue 
one, Yee ſhall never weare the long white robe, umlefſe his ſervants your Miniſters 
bring it; and pur it on. He thar can faye you withour us,will nor ſave you, but by us: | 
He hath nor-ryed himſelfeto meanes, man he harh; He conld create you immedi- | 
ately to himſelfe : but he will have you begortenby the immorrall ſeed of your ſpi- D 


| rituall Fathers. Woe be to you therefore, if our word have loſt the. power of it in | 
you : you have loſt your right in heaven : Let us never come there, if youcan come 
rhirher ordinarily without us.The words of the wiſe(faith, Salowon)are like goades, 
like nayles; Burt if theſe goads light upon the skin of a Leviathan , who eſteemes 
' yron as ſtraw, and brafſe as rotten wood; If theſe nayles meet with yron, or marble 
 mtheir driving, that they rurne againe : Whar ſhall we ſay, bur oar Gofpel's hiato 


| 


! 


them that periſh; and woe unto year ſoules , for ye have rewarded evill to your ſelves. 
_ Hitherto che power implied in this charge; the ſafficiencie followeth : This Evan- 
gelicns. raaſt be paranzelicus;, like as the fore-runner of Chriſt had a charge for al 
forts, ſo muſt his followers ; So hath Timhy in this Epiſtle, A charge for wives fot: 
Biſhops,for Deacons,for widowes, for ſeryants.,andhere for rhe rich. He muſt charge; | 
and how ſhall he charge, if he have neither ſhor nor powder. It is no bragge to lay 
thar no nationunder Heaven ſince theGoſpell lookt forth into the world, ever had 
ſo many., ſo learned Teachers as rhis Iland hath at this day. Hicrewe faid of oldto | 
his Pa#l:nw , De Hieroſolymis & de Britannia, equaliter patet aula caleſtis * Heavens 
open 129 Britane 45 18 Hieruſalem, It holds well, if you take ir for a propheticall com- 
pariſon betwixt Ieraſalem as it had beene , and Zritaineas it ſhould be. leyaſalew the 
type of Gods Church upon earth, inthe 'glory of all her legall magnificence , Was 
| Never more bleſſed then this Charch of ours : For the Northerne part of it be ond 
the Twede, we ſaw not, wee heard not of a Congregation( whereof indeed there 1s 
| NOT ſo great frequence ) withour a penny Miniſter; and thongh their mainte- | 


nance hath beene generally but ſmall, yer theirpaines haye'becne great; and thel 
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ſacceſſe ſutable : And now lately , his Sacred Majeſtie in his laſt yeares journey ( as 
if the Surine did our of compaſſion goe beyond his Tropick Line, to give hear mrs 
the Northerne Climate ) hath ſo ordered it; rhat their meanes ſhall be ankiverable 
to theirs labours; ſo as both Paſtors and Peopte profeſſe themſelves mutually bleſſed 
in each other; and bleſſe God and their King for this bleſſednefle. 

As for the learning and ſifficiency of thoſe Teachers ( whether Prelats vr Pres- 
byters ) our eares were for ſome of them ſufficient witneſſes ;and wee are not wor« 
thy of our cares , if our tongues doe not thaukfully proclaime it to the world. As 
for this Southerne part , when I conſider the face of our Church in an univerſality, 
me thinkes I ſee the firmament in a cleare night, beſpangled with goodly ſtarres of 
all magnitudes,that yee!d a pleaſing diverſitie of light unto the carth ; But withall 
through the incomparable multirude of Cures and the incompetent proviſion of 
ſome , we cannot but ſee ſome of our people ( eſpecially in the urmoſt skirts ) like 
fo thoſe that live under the Sourherne Pole, where the ſtartes are thinner ſer ; and 
ſome ſtarres there are jnour Hemiſphere, like thoſe little ſparkles in the Galaxy , or 


| Milkie circle, wherin yee can ſcarce diſcerne any light: The defire of our hearts muſt 


be,that every Congregation,every ſoule might have a Timothy todeliver the charge 
of God powerfully unto it , even with Saint Pals change of note : That every one 
which hath a charge , were (4tzxmi: ) able to give the charge; and every heater 
( $19/1faxm; ) ready to take it : Wherein I cannot but thankefully congratulate the 
happineſſe of this famous City , which if in other riches it equalize the beft, I am 
ſure 1n this ic exceeds all. There 15 not a Citie under the cope of heaven fo wealthy 
in the ſpirituall proviſion; yea, there are whole countries in Chriſtendome, that 
ave not ſo many learned Preachers, as are within theſe wals and liberties. Heare 
this ye Citizens, and be not proud, but thankefull ; Orhers may exceede you in rhe 
olory of outward ſtructure, in the largeneſle of extent, in the uniforme proportion 


of {treers,or ornaments of Temples,burt your pulpirs doe ſurpaſſe theirs; and if prea- 
ching can lifr up Cities unto heaven, ye are not upon earth; Happie is it for youtif yee 
be well fed and taughr;8: woe be unto you.if you doe not thinke your ſelves happy. 


the earth, was even then ſorich, that all things were his; Heaven was his roofe or 
Canopie, carth his floore , the fea his pond, the Sunne and Moone his Torches,all 
creatures his vaſfals; And if he loſt the fulnefſe of rhis Lordſhip , by being a ſlave ro 
ſinne,yet we have ſtil Dominium erat: ficum,as Gerſon erS ſonne of Abra- 
han is heire of the world. But to make up the true reputation of wealth ( for thus 


beſides ſpirituall , which is a civill and humane right ; wherein I doubt nor bur our 
learned Wicklef, and the famous Archbiſhop of Armach ,& the more famous Chan- 
cellor of Pars (three renowned Divines of England, France ,and 1rland ) have had 
much wrong, whiles they are accuſed to teach, that men intheſe earthly things have 
no tenure bur grace , no title bur Charitie : which queſtionleſſe they intended in foro 
interiori, in the Confiſtorie of God, not in the Common pleas of men; in the Courts, 
not of Law, but of Conſcience, in which onely ir may fall our, that the Civill owner 
may bee a ſpirituall uſarper, and he ſpiricuall owner may bee a civill beggar. God 
frames his language to ours, and ſpeaking according to that 7us Gentiuw , whereon 
the diviſions of theſe earthly poſſeſſiss aregrounded,he cals ſome rich,others poore. 


Rome ) before the time of Epiphanizs and Avenftive,which taught the unlawfulneſſe 
of all earthly propricties, ſeconded in 4sftins time, by our commtryman Pelagine,Se 
in our times by ſome of the illuminate Elders of Mw»fter,are not worth confutation; 


there can bee neither rich nor poore in a communitie 3 Neither doth he ſay , Charge 
men that they be not rich, but, Charge the rich that they be not high-minaes. 


With theſe let us couple our ignorant Voraries, that place holinefſe in want; with 


| whom , their very croſſes cannot deliver their coyne from finne 4 which , to mak* 


good the rule, that it 15 better to give then to receive, give all they have away at 


| 


we may bee as having all things, and poſſeſſing nothing) anorher right is required | 


Thoſe heretikes which called themſelves Apoſtolique ( as ſome-body doth now ar | 


or if they were, our Apoſtle hath done it to our hands, in this one word, Rich; for | 
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Charge them , but whom? The r:ch. Man that came naked out of the wombe of | 
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The Righteous Mammon, 


Poore 


yet Abraham was rich , and Pium Panperem ſuſcepit ſinus divitks +, It was the [uy 


neſſe of poore Lazar, that he was lodged in the boſome of rich Abraham. Iam no 
whit afraid , ( O ye rich Citizens) leſt this paradoxe of our holy Mendicants ſhal 
make you our of love withyour wealth I feare,fome of you would be rich, though 
yee might not; Now we tell yon from him,whoſe title is Rich in mercy, that yema 
be at once rich and holy ; 1» divit!is cuprditatem reprehendit , won facultatem , (ir 
Auftine : It is a true word of the ſonne of Sirach,which I would haye you carie home 


non ſit peccatum 11 conſcrentia : Subſtance doth well in the hand , if there bee nor vill ty 
the heart , Ecclefiaſticus 13. 25. a, 

Charge the rich. Who are they? There is nothing where is greater miſpriſion. 
One man in Laodician conceitednes thinks himfelte rich , when he hath nothing: 
Another in a coyerous humor thinks he hath nothing, when he is rich; and how 
eafie 15 it for another man to miſtake us , if we may thus eaſily miſtake our ſelves? 
I feare, ſome of you are like the Pageantsof your great ſolemnities, wherein there 
is the ſhew of a {oiid body, whether of a Lion, or Elephant,or Unicorn : bur if they 


you contrarily, are like a difſembling Covent, that profeſſes poverty, and purchaſes 
Lord{hips. The very fame did Sal9men obſerve in his time , mn the great Burgo- 
maſters of Jeruſalem , Pro. 13. 7. For the avoiding of both extremes , let us inquire 


with you, and write itas a fit Motto, in your Counting-houſe ; Bora eft ſubſtantia, f 


be curiouſly lookt into, there is nothing bur cloth, and fticks, and ayre. Others of 


who 1s rich. And though greatneſſe and riches bee in the ranke of thoſe things | 


which are held to have no abfolute determination, bur conſiſt rather in reſpeF and 
compariſon : ( fora rich Farmer is yet poore to a rich Merchant, & a rich Merchant 
1s but poore to a Prince, and he to ſome great Emperor : That great Mammoniſt 
would fay,he 1 rich, that can maintaine an Arnue : A poore man would fay, accor- 
ding to that Italian inſcription , Hee is rich that wants not bread ;) Yet certainely 
there are certaine general ſtakes & bounds,which divide betwixr povertie & compe- 
tence, betwixt competency and wealth;As there were variety of ſhekels among the 
Jewes, yet there was one ſhekel of the Sanctuary that varied not; Who then is rich? | 
I muſt give you a double anſwer , one will not ſerve. The one , according to true | 


whether the world think ſo or not;Even Eſas,thongh he were poore in grace, yet 1 | 
eſtate he was rich:T have enough my brother. And he that ſaid, Soule,thou haſt goods enow | 
F many yeares , was almoſt ſo; It was not his faulr that he thought he had enough, 
bur that he meant tolye downe,and wallow in it.A rnans wealthor poverty is moſt- 
what in himſelfe; And though nature have profeſſed to read unto heathen men this 


 leffon of wiſe moderation, yer ir hath beene ſeldome ſeen, rhar any thing but 


true piety , hath taught them to take ir out; Godlineſſe is great gaine with con- 
temtment : Vittus & weſtitus divitie Chriſtianorum , ſaith Hierom : Food and raument 
are the Chriſtians wealth ; Thoſe men therefore, whichare ſtill in the horſe-leeches 
note, ſucking and craving ; which, like Pharaohs leane kine , are ever feeding, and 
never the fatter, are asfarre from true wealth, as they would be from povertie; and 
further T am ſare they cannot bee , and not further from wealth then godlinef: 


Having, is the meaſure of outward wealth: but itis thinking that muſt meaſure the 


ye want , 1tis not either or botkthe Indies that can make you rich. 
In the latter, he is rich; thathath more then enough, wherher he thinke ſo or 00: 
He that hath thepofſeſſion (wherher civill or naturall) of morethen neceffaric.Now 
|1f neceſfarie and ſuperfluous ſeeme as hard todefine as rich : know, there arc juſt 1i- 
mats for both theſe : Superfluous is defined by neceffarie ; for what is above necel- 
fary , is ſaperflyous; There is then a double necefarie; One, of nature, the other, 


of eſtare:Tharisnecefſary ronature, without which wee cannot live ; thar to ſtate 


- 
CEE EEOC — 
' 


inward thoughts, I fay of contentment , cheerefulnefſe , and thankfulneſſe, which if 


ws 


once for bur a licence to beppe for ever. Did theſe men ever heare that the bleſſing 
of God maketh rich ? That the wings of riches carie them up to heaven ? Thar the 
crowne ofthe wiſe is their wealth 2 Do they not know, that if Lazarws were | 


A 


| moralitie:the other,according to vulgar uſe: In the firſt he is rich that hathenough, D 


Withonr which wee cannot live well : Thatis neceſfary toeſtate, which were pol | 
. nous | 
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flaous to nature ; and that which were ſuperfluous to nature, is not ſo much as ne- 
ceſlary to eſtate ; Nature goes ſingle , and beares little breadth ; Fſtate goes eyer | 
with a traine ; The neceffity of nature admits little ditterence, eſpecially for quan- 
titizs, the neceſhitie of eſtate requires as many diverſities, as there are ſeyerall de- 
grees of humane conditions, and ſeverall circumſtances in thoſe degrees. Juſtly 
therfore do the Schoolemen and Caſuiſts teach, thar this neceffary to the decencie 
of eſtate , doth not conliſt z7 punto individus , but hath much latitude ; That is ne- 
ceſlary to ſcarlet, which ro rufſer were ſupertluous ; that is but neceffary to a No- 
bleman , which to an Eſquire were ſuperfluous ; That were ſaperflious toa Peere, 
which toa Prince 1s bur neceffary : That isneceffary to the farher of a family,which 
roa ſingle man were ſuperfluous : Neither doth this neceſlity looke onely to the 
preſent, but to the future ; not to what may be ( which were an endlefſe proſpe&) 
but to what mult be , the mariage of a daughrer, the educarion of a ſonne, the ho- 
neſt proviiion for poſteritie : He that in a juſt eſtimare can goe beyond the hounds 
of this neceſſary , enters into the ſaperftluous eſtate , and may well paſſe with the 
world for rich. 

Such a one 1s rich; let him looke how he became ſo: That God which can allow 
you to be rich, will not allow you all waies to your wealth: He hath ſer up a golden 
Goale, to which hee allowes you all to run, but yee muſt keepe the bearenrode of 
honelty , juſtice , charity , and truth; if ye will leave this path , and will be croſſing 
over a ſhorter cart thorow by-wayes of your owne, yee may bee rich with a ven- 
geance. The heathen Poet ( one of them whome S. Pas! cited) could obſerve es | rermder. 
zn\immre rages Smguaca ) WHICH Salamon trantlates to us , He that makes haſle to bee rich, | Prov-38.20. 
ſhall zot bee inzecent, If you have filled your bags with fraud, uſury, extortion, this 
gaine may be hony in your mouth, bur jt will be gravell in your throat, and poyſon 
in your foule. There are ſome meanes of wealth in an ill name, as thoſe two truſty 
ſervants of Mammon , Uſe and Brocage ; there are others as bad as they, little faid 
to. Since I ſpeake to Citizens , ler me be bold toſay, There 1s not fo arrant uſury in 
letting of money, as in fale of wares. This oppreſſion 1s both more , and more vni- 
verſall. There are two maximes thar doe uſually mi{-lead men of Traffique , a!l the 
world oyer : The one 1s, Res valet quanti vend: poteft, A thing is worth what it may 
be ſold for ; The other, Caveat emptor , At the buyers perill : The one is in regard 
of the price ; the other, in regard of the quality of the wares. In the firſt, whereas 
our Caſuiſts have ſer three prices, low , meane, rigorous , they ſuper-adde a fourth, 
exceſſive, & thinke they may lawfully get what they can : Whereas they ſhall once 
finde, that as the rigorous price 1s a ſtraine of charity , ſo the exceſſive is a violation 
of juſtice , neither doth this gaine differ ought from theft, bur thar ir 1s honeſted by 
a fair coozenage. In the ſecond; It matters not how detective the meaſure be , how 
vicious the ſubſtance, how falſe the kind, ler this bee the buyers care , No man 15 
bound to buy,no man can doe wrong to himſelfe; Such wares muſt be put off,(per- | 
haps not to cuſtomers)with concealment of faults,if not with proteftationsof fault- 
leflneſſe. In Salomons time, It # nanght , it is naught. laid the buyer, and when he was 
gone apart , hee boaſted ;, But now, It # good, it is good, faith the ſeller, and when the 
buyer is gone, he boaſterhof his deceit. Let me appeale to your boſomes, if theſe 
two , Excefle of price, and deficiency of worth have not been the moſt ſerviceable | 
factors to bring in ſome of your wealth; And let me tell you, if theſe bee guilty of 
your gaines, you may miſ-name your trades, Myſtenes : but ture theſe trickes are } 
myſteries of iniquitie. It were envious and infinite to arraigne the ſeverall ſciences 
of their adulteration and fraud; let me rather ſhur them all up together inthar feare- 
full ſentence of wiſe Salomon, The gathering of treaſures by a deceitfull tongue , 15 4 v4a- 
nity toſſed to and fre of them that ſeeke death : and ( if you pleaſe) read on the next 
verſe,The robbery of the wicked ſhall deſtroy them Search your cheſts,ſearch your hearts 
(O all ye thatheare me this day) and if any of you finde any of this adulterine gold 
amoneſt your heapes,away with it, as ye love your ſelves, away with it : Elfe know, 
(that as Chryſoſowe wittily)ye have lockt upa theefe in your Counting-honſe,which 
will cary away all, and if ye looke not to it the airy your ſoules with it. ;| 

| LI 4: Rich 
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The Righteous Mammon. 


Rich inthis world not Of it, As S. lohn diſtinguiſheth of being in the Church. and | A 
| being of it , ſo doth S. Pavl of the world; Thoſe are the rich of the world, which 
are worldlings in heart.as well as in eſtate; Thoſe are rich ix the world;whoſe eſtate 
is below,whoſe hearts are above : The rich of the world are in it, but the rich inthe 
' world are not of it : Marvell not there ſhould bee fo mnch difference tn little Par- 
ricles ; The time was when this very difference of and , ſer the world together 
by the cares m the controverſie of Entyches, and Dioſcorus; and here ;you ſee , there 
is no leſſe diſtance betweene them , then betwixt heaven and earth: If T imothy of 
S. Paul either ſhould have charged the rich of the world, he had charmed a deafe 
Adder ; yea perhaps even with this charge ( like a ruſty or ill wronght Peece) 
they had recoyled in his face with thoſe 4rbenians , What will this babbler ſay? The 
Prophet is a foole , the ſpirituall man w mad , as they ſay in the Prophet : There isno 
good to be done on a worldly heart, it 1s borh hard and cold; Let the Srith ſtrike 
a barre new-come out of the fire ( though 1t bee iron ) it bowes:; let him ſtrike on 
his anvile never ſo long, there 1s no impreſſion , but rather a rebound of the ſtroke. 
The Maker of all hearts rells us, that the unregenerate man hath Cor lapideum, an 
hearr.of ſtone : & to what purpoſe doe we with our venerable Countryman preach 
to an heape of ſtones ? Will ye have the reaſon why wee preach our ſelves hoarſe 
and dead, and prevaile not? The world is in mens eares,the world is intheir hearts; 
and they arenot /» the world , but of it ; and there can be nothing mn them that are 
of the world, but that which is enmity toGod,and that which repayes with enmity; 
ſo as there is no way for them bur perzſhing with the world : Ir is tor thoſe onely 
whoſe hearts are not in their bags, to receivethe charge from God for their wealth, 
and to returne glory to him by it : Totheſe (whereof I hope here are many before 
me ) muſt 7:mothies charge , and my ſpeech be direCted : Let theſe heare their con- 
dition firſt, and then their duty : Their condition , T hey are rich , but 1n this world, 
For diſtin&tion, for limitation ; one implyes the eſtate of their riches, the other 
the time. 
Their eſtate, as learned Beza, that they are but worldly riches. The very word 
| 1mports that there are other riches, not of the world; as Auſt:n diſtinguiſhes of 
Paper is animo ,and ſacculs ; poore in minde , and in purſe; ſo may weof the rich: | 
There 1s a ſpirituall wealth , as well as a ſecular ; and fo true and pretious1s the ſpi- 
rituall, that the ſecular wealth 1s but ftarke beggery to it : This ourward wealth is 
in acres of earth, in the bowels of the carth , the fruits of the earth, beaſts of the 
earth ; andall of it is valued by pieces of earth,and one monthfull of carth makes an 
end of all. Who knowes not that earth isthe baſeſtpiece of the world, and yet earth 
15 at the end of all theſe riches, andallof them end in the earth ? See what it 15 that 
the world dotes and dreames of; (for theſe earthly hopes,as the divine Philoſopher 
aid, are but dreames of the waking ) even Nebuchaduegars image , a compoſition 
of metals, and the foot of all is clay. Earthly men tread upon their felicity , and yet 
have not the wit to contemne 3t,and to ſeeke a better,which is the ſpirituallwealth; 
the cabinet whereof is the ſoule , and the treafire in it, God himſelfe. O happy re- 
ſolution of thar bleſſed Father , Omni mihi copia , que Deus mens nonet, egeflas ft - 
All wealth beſides my God, is penury. Ambiant terrena,, faith another : Let the Gen- 
tiles ſecke after earthly things,which have not right toheavenly ; ler them deſire the 
preſent, which beleeve not the future ; The Chriſtians wealth is his Saviour : and 
how can he complaine of meaſure. that hath the author of all? What ſhould I need 
to ſay more of the Chriſtian heart ? He i rich in God : and therfore well may hefing 
that contented ditty of the Pſalmiſt , Funes c:ciderunt mihi in praclards : Oy #0 # 
falne in 4 good ground, and 1 have a godly heritage. Oh that is could be our ambition 
that Naz/axzes reports of his Philagrius » Iutum contewmere, to ſcorne this baſe and 
(pardon an homly word)dirty god of the world, and to aſpire unto the true riches ; 
And when Satan ſhall offer to greaze us in the fiſt, to remit but a little of the 11897 
of a good conſcience, we could caſt it in his face with S. Peters indignation, Thy $0 
and thy ſilver periſh with thee! 


| | Theelſtateof wealth is not more deſcribed by this world, then the wr For| 
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A | (* «wy) when it is abſolntely ſpoken be , 45 the ne p14} b geate,) When it is re- | 2791Md. 
| | ftrained witha(*w7)it is ſcarcea tittie3 andat the'moſt , is turned)uſtly ſecalumy, 4 | Þ £2": 
| | ſequendo, as Hidore. Like as the ſame word in the Hebrew , that ſignifies eternity | og 
| | other times fignifies but fifty yeares;the cornpaſſe of 2 Jubilee; So as (vv atiy ) is but 
rhe ſpace of humane life, which how ſhort ſoever , is the urmoſt extent of the uſe 
of worldly riches. Wealth is ike unto words,by impoſition, not naturall; for com- 
modities are as they are commonly valued; we know,bracelets of | =p; ann copper 
chaines, and little bels, and ſach like trifles, are good: merchandiſe ſome-where, 
though contemptible with us ; and thoſe things which the Indians regard nor ; Eu- 
{ | rope holds precious. What are coynes where their uſe and valuation ceaſes > The 
| Patars, and Souſes , and Deniets , and Quart-d'eſcus, that are currant beyond the 
B | water, ſerye bur for counters ro us : Thus'it 15 with all our wealth. Confider , Tbe- 
| | ſeech you, that allot Crownes , and Soyeraynes, and pieces and halfe-pieces, and 
Duckats, and double Duckats, are currant but to the brim of the grave, rhere they | 
ceaſe ; and we juſtly laugh at the folly of thoſe Eaſterne Pagans , which pur coyne 
| | into the dead mans hand for his proviſion in another world : What ſhould we doe 
therefore , if we will be provident Travellers , but make over our money here, to 
receive it by exchange in the world to come ? It is our Saviours counſell, Make you 
friends of the unrighteous Mammon , that they may receive you into everlaſting habitati. 
ons. And as a Father fayes ſweetly , If yee will bee wiſe Merchants , bh, «nd happy 
wſurers , part with that which you cawnor keepe , that you may gaine that which you cannot | 
bofe : Which that ye may doe, both inpreparation of mind, and(when need is) in 
C | a charitable abdication, hearken to the Duties which God layes upon you. The re- 
| | moveallof evill muſt make roome for good : Fitſt therefore our Apoſtle would | 
haye our hearts cleared of vill diſpoſitions, then ſetled in good : The evill diſpoſi- 
tions that doe commonly attend wealth;are Pride andMiſconfidence : Againſt theſe [ 
our Apoſtle bendeth his charge , That they bee not hye-minded ; that they truſt ot in | 
ancertaine riches. | | ; 
For the firſt Ir is ſtrange to ſee how this earthly drofſe, which is of it ſelfe heayy, | 7h tleybe wor | 
and therefore naturally finkes downward , ſhould raiſe up the heart of man; and yet - cer 
it commonly caries a man up, even to a double pitch of pride, one above others, the 
other above himſelfe : Above others in contempt, above himlelte in over-weening: 
The poore & proud is the Wiſemans monſter, but the proud andrich are nonewes; ' 
D | Ir is againſt all reaſon, that metals ſhould make difference of reafonable men, of | 
Chriſtians: for as that wiſe Law-giver faid, A free 19a can be walued at noprice : Yet | : 
Salomon noted inhis time , The rich rules the peore; not the wile : and Siracides in his, | W 
The rich ſpeakes proudly , and what fellow is this ? and Saint lames nhis, The man with | | 
the gold ring lookes to fit higheft.And not to caſt backe our eyes,doe ye not ſee ir | 
thus in our times ? If a man be but worth a foor-cloth, how big hee lookes on the | 
inferiour paſſengers ? and if he have purchaſed a little more land , or title then his | 
neighbours,yon ſhall ſee it m his oarbezif he command,jt 18 imperiouſ]y,with firrah, } | 
and fellow : If he falute, it is overly, with a ſurly and filent-nod ; if he ſpeake, it is | | 
oracles ; if hee walke, it is with a grace ; if he controll, it 1s in the killing accent; if | 
he entertaine, it is withinſolence; and whatſoever he doth, he is not as he was, not q 
E | (as the Pharifee ayes ) like other men. He lookes upon vulgar man ,as if they were | 
made to ſerve him , and ſhould thinke themſelves happy to be commanded: and if | 
he be crofſed a litr'e, hee fwels like the ſea ina ſtorme : Let it bee by tus equall, he | 
cares more for an affront,chen for death,or hell; Ler ir be by his inferiour,Calthough | 
in a juſt cauſe) that man ſhall be ſure to be cruſht ro death forhis preſumption: And | 
alas.when all is done.after theſe hye tearmes, all this is but a man,and(Godknowes) | 
a fooliſh one too,whom a little earthly traſh can affe ſo deeply. remrare 
Neither doth this pride raiſe a man-more aboye others,then aboyohimſelfe:And | 
what wonder is it ifhee will not know his poore neighbours, which hath forgotren | 
himſelfe ? As Saul was changed to another man preſently upon his anointing, lo are 
men upon'their advancement; and according to oarordinary Proveib, Their gogd 
and theirblobd riſes rogether'; Now it may nor be takeh as it hath beene; Othe 
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The Righteous Mammon. 


cariage, other faſhions are fit for them z their artire,fare, retinue, houſes, furniture 
difpl eaſe them, new. mult be had ; together with coaches, and lacquies, and all the 
equipage of grearneſſe : Theſe things (that no man nultake me) I miſlike nor; they 
are fit for thoſe that are fit for them. Charity 1s not ſtrait-laced » but yeelds much 
latitude to the lawfull uſe of indifferent things;(although it is one of Salomon; yani- 
| ties, that ſervants ſhould ride on horſe-backe; & hee tells us it becomes not a fivine 
tobee ring'd with gold ) but it is the heart that maketh all theſe evill : when thar is 
puft up with theſe windy. vanities, & hath learned to borrow that part of the deyils | 
ſpeech, Al theſe things are mine , and can fay with him that was turned into a beaſ+ | 
1s not this great Babel that I have built? or with that other patterne of pride, 7 ft , ; 
| Oueent , 1 am, and there is none beſides me. Now all theſe turne into ſinne. | 
| he buſh that hangs out, ſhewes what wee may looke for within ? Whither doth 
the conceit of a little inheritance tranſport the Gallants of our time ? O God, what 
a world of vanity haſt thou reſery'd us to ? I am aſham'e. to thinke that the Goſpel] | 
of Chriſt ſhould bee diſgraced with ſuch diſguiſed clients. Are they! Chriſtians , Or 
Antikes in ſome Carnevale , or childrens puppets that are thus drefled ? Pardon, 1 
beſeech you, men,brethren, and fathers,this my juſt and holy impatience,that could | 
neverexpreſſe it ſelfe in a more ſolemne afſembly (although I perceive, thoſe whom 
ir moſt concernes ,arenot ſodeyout as to be preſent. ) Who can without indignati- 
| on looke tzpon the prochgnes which this miſ-imagination produces m that other ſex, 
tothe ſhame of their huſbands, the ſcorne of Religion, the damnation of their owne | 
 ſoules ? Imagine one of our fore-fathers were alive againe , and ſhould ſee one of 
theſe his gay daughters walke in Cheape-ſide before him ; what doe you thinke he 
would thinke it were? Here is nothing to be ſeene but a verdingale, a yellow ruffe, 
and a periwig,with perhaps ſome fethers waving 1n the top; three things for which 
he could not tell how to find a name: Sure, he could not but ſtand amazed,to thinke } 
what new creature the times had yeelded ſince he was a man: and if then he ſhould 
run before her , to ſee if by the fore-fide he might ghefſe what it were , when his 
eyesſhould meet with a poudred frizle,a painted hide ſhadowed with a tan not more | 
ems , breſts diſplayd, and a looſe locke erring wantonly over her ſhoulders, 
etwixt apainted cloth and skinne ; how would he yet more bleſſe himſelf tothinke, 
what mixture in nature could be guilty of ſuch a monſter?Is this(thinks he)the fleſh 
and blood? is this the hayre? is this the ſhape of a woman ? or hath nature repented 
of her worke ſince my dayes ,-and begunne a new frame ? It is no marvellif their 
forefathers could not know them;God himſelf that made them.will never acknow- 
ledge that face he never made, the hayre thathe never made theirs , the body that 
is aſham'd of the Maker , the foule that thus diſguiſes the body. +4 
_ . Letmetherfore ſay totheſe dames, as Benet faid to Totilaes ſervant, Depont , filts, 
quod portas , quia nou eft tuum ; Lay downe that ye weare, it is none of your owne. ! 
Ler me perſwade them(for that can worke moſt)thar they doe all this in their owne | 
wrong. All the world knowes that no.man will rough-cafte a marble wall , but mud, | 
or umpoliſhr ragge: thar beauty is like truth, never ſo glorious as when it goes Plat- | 
neſt; thar falſe art, in ſtead of mending nature, marres it. But if none of our Per- | 
 fwaſions can preyaile, Heare this , ye gariſh Popingayes of our time, if you will not 
| bee aſhamed to cloath your ſelves in this ſhameleſle faſhion , God ſhall cloath you 


— 


leave your dawbing, and your high waſhes, God will one day waſh them off with 
fire and brimſtome. - | 


Ls , 


| Tgrant, itis not wealth alone that is acceſſary to this pride ; there are ſome that 


(there are others,that are rich of nothing but cloathes, ſome what like to Na$/412e#s 
; Country of 0Fzala, that abounded in flowers,but was barren of corne;their cloathes 


(with ſhame and confuſion : heare this yee plaiſter-faced 1eFabels, if you will not 


((withthe Cynicke, or that worſe dogge, the patcht Ciſtertian )-are proud ofrag33 
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ate more worth, then all the reſt ; as wee uſe to fay of the Elder , thatthe flowet 
[of it 1s more worth then allthe tree beſides ; but if there be any other cauſes of on 


By -mindednefſe, wealth is one, wich doth ordinarily lift up our heads above on 
| ves, aboyc'others, and if there be here any of theſe empty bladders, that areÞu 
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up with the wind of conceit,give me leave to pricke them a little; & firſt , let mee 
tell them they may have much, and be neyer the better : The chimny oyer-lookes 
all the relt of the houle, is it not (for all that) the very baſcſt piece of the building? 
The very heathen man could obſerve ({ mw; 5 awry , &C.) That God givyes many a 
man wealth for their greater miſchiefe : As the Ifraclites were rich in Quailes, but 
cheir ſawce was ſuch, that famine had beene better ; little cauſe had they to bee 
proud that they were fed with meat of Princes , with the bread of Angels, whiles 
that which they put into their monthes, God fetcht our of their noſtrils. Haman was 
proud that he alone was called to the honour of Efeers feaſt: this advancement raiſed 
him fifty cubits higher,to a ſtately gibbet.If your wealth be toany of you an occaſion 
of falling, if your gold be turned into fetrers , it had beene better for you to have 
lived beggers. Let me tell them next, of the folly of this pride; They are proud of 
that which 15 none of theirs, That which law and caſe-divinity ſpeakes of life, that 
man 15 not downs vite ſug , ſed cnftos, is as true of wealth : Nature can tell him in 
the Philoſopher, that he is not Dowirw, but Colonus mot the Lord,but the Farmer. 
Ir 15 a juſt obſervation of Philo, that God only by a propriety is ſtyled the Poſſeffor 
of heaven and earth, by Melchiſedech , in his ſpeech to Abraham; we are onely the 
renants , and that at the will of the Lord; At the moſt ( if we will as Divines) we 
have jus ad rew,not dominium in rem, right to theſe earthly things,not Lordſhip over 
them; but right of fayour from their proprietary , and Lord in heaven, and that 
liable to account.Doe we not laugh at the groome thar is proud of hismaſters horſe, 
or ſome vaine whitftler, that is proud of a borrowed chaine ? So ridiculous are we to 
be putt up with that,whereofwe muſt needs fay,with the poore man of the hatcher, 
Alas nafter,it is but borrowed , and wherof our account ſhall be ſo much moregrear, 
and difficult, as our receit it more. Hath God therefore laded you with theſe earthly 
riches? be ye like unto the full eare of corne , hang downe your heads in true hu- 
mility towards that earth from which you came : And if your ſtalke be ſo ſtiffe, that 
it beares up above the reſt of your ridge, looke up to heaven, not in the thoughts 
of pride, but in the humble yvowes of thankfulneſſe and bee not hie-minded, bur 
feare. 

Hitherto of the high-mindednefſe that followes wealth;Now where our pride is, 
there will be our confidence : As the wealthy therfore may not be proud of their ri- 
ches, ſo they may not truſt in them : What 1s this truſt, but the ſetting of our hearts 
upon them, the placing of our joy and contentment in them; ina word, the making 
of them our beſt friend, our patron, our idoll,our god ? This thetrue and jelousGod 
cannot abide , and yer nothing is more ordinary ; The rich mans wealth « his trong 
City, ſaith Salomon : and where ſhould a man thinke himlelfe fate,burt in his fort? He 
ſees Mammon can doe ſo much , and heares him talke of doing ſo much more, it is 


which beleeve in him cannot chuſe butbe cofident of him;For what doth he not brag 
to do ? Silver anſwers to all, faith Salomon. That wegrant; although we would be loath 
it couldanſwer to truth,to juſtice,to judgement : But yet more,he vaunts to procure 


yea( I would I might not lay in ſome facrilegious and perjured wretches) the ſacred 
promotions of the Church : and ye know that old ſong of the Pope, andhis Romane 
trafficke. Claves, Altaria, Chriſlum : Yea, fooliſh Magus makes full account, the Holy 
Ghoſt himſelfe may be had for mony : He ſayes he can pacihe all ; A gift in the be- 
ſome appeaſes wrath , yea, he ſayes {looke to it ye that fit in the ſears of judicature ) 
hee can ſometimes bribe off finnes, and pervert judgement : Hefayes hee can over- 
come all, according to the old Greeke verſe , Fight with fulver launces , and you cannot 
faile of vidtory ; yea , he would make us beleeve he thought this a bait ro catch the 
Sonne of God himſelf withall ( 44 theſe will I give thee.) Briefly hee ſayes according 
tothe French Proverbe, Silver des all. And let me tell you indeed , what Mammon 
can doe; Hee can barre the gates of hell to the unconſcionable ſoule , and helpe his 
followers to damnation : This he can doe; but for other things, howſoever with us 
men, the fooliſh Silyer-ſiniths may ſhour our, Great is Mammon of the worldlings: 


no marvell if hee yeeld to truſt him : Mammon is ſo proud a boaſter,thar his clients | 
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all,to pacific al,tocoqueral;He faies,he can procure all ſecular ofhices,titles,dignities, 
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in Pal. 61. 


| thy bagges can doe ; Begin firſt with God, and ſee whether thou canſt bribe him 


under-bayliffe of Death , diſcaſe, ſee if he can þe wrought to forbeare thee; he an- 


to the Judgement ſeat of God, God will paſſe his doome upon thee: and in all theſe, 


The Righteous Mammon, 
yet if we weigh his power aright, we ſhall conclude of Mammon( 
of the Diyell ) that he is a baſe and begger ly ſpirit : For what, I beſeech YOu,can he 
doe? Can he make a man honeſt ? can he make him wiſe? can he make him health 
fill > Can he give a man to live more merily , to feed more heartily, to ſleepe ices 
quietly ? Can he buy off the gout, cares, death, much lefle the paines of another 


world 2 nay, doth he not bring all theſe > Goe to then, thou rich man ; Godis of. 


fended with thee, and meanes to plague thee with diſeaſe and dearh : Now try whar 


- 


with thy gifts, and buy of his diſpleaſure ; Wherewith ſhalt thou come before the Ly; 4 
and bow thy ſelfe before the high God > Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of row, 
or with teri thouſand rivers of ojle ?-T. be ſolver is mine , and the gold is mine \ ſaitht b 
Lord of hofts , Haggai 2. If that ſpeed not, goe to the {ergeant of God, death: ſee if 
thou canſt fee him, not to arreſt thee ; He lookes thee ſternely in the face, and tel!; 
thee with Ehud, he hath a meſſage to thee from God , and bids thee with the Pro. 


pher, Set thine houſe in order , for thou muſt dye ; Yet, it he heare thee nor, Oe to the 


Fvers thee with Lahan,This thing is proceeded of the Lord , I cannot therefore ſay to thee 
evill or good. In fumme, Diſeaſe will ftummon thee unto death; death will arreſt thee 


Riches awvaile not in the day of wrath + And who would be ſo mad as to truſt a friend 


| other Monkes.that they would not ſee the Sunne,nor ſhift their cloathes,nor cleanſe 


that hee knowes will be ſure never to faile him,but when he hath moſt need? Take 
heed therfore, as ye love your ſoules, how ye beftow your Truft apon riches, Ye ma 

uſe them, and ſerve your ſelves of them, yea, yee may enjoy them in a Chriſtian 
moderation ; God will allow it you : That praiſe wiich the Jeſuites Colledge ar 
Granado gives of their Saxchez , that (though he hved where they had a very freer 
garden yet) he was never ſeeneto touch a flower, & that he would rather dye then 
eate Salt,or Pepper,sr ought that might give relliſh to his mear; like as that of ſome 


their teeth , caries in it more ſuperſtition and auſteritie and ſloyenry, then wit or 
grace : Wherefore hath God made his creatures but for uſe ? This niggardlineſſe js 
injurious to the bounty of their Maker ; wee may uſe them , wee may not truſt to 
them; we may ſerve our ſelyesof them,we may not ſerve them:;we may injoy them, 
we may not over-joy in them; ſomulſt wee be affected to our goods,as Theoderic the 
g00d King of Aquitaine was with his play , I# bons jadibus tacet , in mals. ridet ,in 
nentris iraſcitur ,in utriſque Philsſophatur , In good caſts hee was ſilent; n11l, merry; 
in neither angry, a Philoſopher in both. But if we will be making our wealth a rivall 
unto God , now the jealouſie of God ſhall burne like fire : this is the way to bring a 
curſe upon our riches, and us; if we leane upon this reed, is ſhall breake, and runne 
into our hand; and he that truſteth in riches , ſhall fall ,Proy.11.28. 

Now as the diſdainfull rivall will bee ſure to caſt reproaches upon his baſe com- 
petitor ; ſo doth God, that wee may ſee how unworthy riches are of our truſt, hee 
tells us, they are uncertaine, yea uncertaintie it ſelfe. Were our wealth tyed to our 
life,it were uncertaine enough ; what is that but a flower.,a vapour.a tale,a dreame.a 
ſhadow, a dreame of a thaddow , a thought, a nothing ? Whatare great men but 
like Haileſtones, that leape up on the Tiles, and ſtraight fall downe againe, and ye 
ſtill , and melt away ? But now, as wee are certaine that our riches determine with 
our uncertaine life (for goods and life are both in a bottome , both are caſt away at 
once,){o wee cannot bee certaine they will hold ſo long: Our life flyes haſtily away, 
bur many times our riches have longer wings,andout-fly it. It was a witty obferva- 
tion of Baſil, that wealth roles along by a man, like as an heady ſtreame glides Þy 
the bankes: Time will molder away thevery banke it waſherh, bur the current ſtayes 
not for that,but ſpeeds forward from one elbow of earth unto another : fo doth our 
wealth.even while wee ſtay, it is gone. In ourpenall lawes, there are more Wayes,00 
forfeit our goods , then our lives; On our high wayes,how many favourable thecves 
cake the purſe, and fave life ? And generally , our life is the tree, our wealth 1s che 


| Teaves,or fruirs the tree ſtands ſtill, when the leaves are falne,the fruit beaten downe? 


wm SLE. 


as Paracelſus Goth (7 
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T he Righteous Mammon. 
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{ ſpend our lives and hearts upon theſe periſhing treaſures ? It wasa wiſe meditation 


"ike unto hunters , that kill an horſe of price , in the purſuit of an Hare worth no- 


Yea many a one 15like the Pine-tree , which ( they ſay) if his barke bee pulled off, | 
laſts long;elſe it rots : ſodoth many a man live the longer for his loſſes: if therefore 
life and wealth ſtrive whether is more uncertaine, wealth will fare carie it away. 
lob was yeſterday the richeſt man in the Eaſt; to day he is ſoo needy , that hee is 
gone into a proyerbe, As poore as Nob : Beliſarius the great and famous Commander, 
ro whom Rome owed her life twice at leaſt, came to Date obolums Belrſario, one 
halfe-peny to Beliſarivs, What doT inſtance? This is apoint, wherein many of you 
Citizens that are my Auditors this day, might rather reade a lecture unto me; You 
conld tell me how many you have knowne,reputed in your phraſe, vood men,which 
all on the ſudden have ſhur up the ſhop windows, and broken for thouſands : You 
could reckon up to me a Catalogue of them, whome either caſualitie of fire. or 
inundation of waters, or Robberie of theeves , or negligence of ſervants, or ſare- 
tiſhip for friends, or overſight of reckonings, or truſting of cuſtomers, or unfaith- 
falneſle of Factors, or inexpected falls of markets, or Pyracie by Sea, or unskilfal- 
nefſe of a Pilot, or violence of tempeſts have brought to an haſty povertie ; and 
could tell me thar it is in the power of one gale of winde, tro make many of you 
either rich Merchants or beggers. Oh miſerable uncertainty of this earthly pelfe, 
that ſtands upon ſo many hazards, yea that falls under them ! who would truſt ir? 
who can dote upon it ? what madnefſe is it in thoſe men , which ( as Memor fayes ) 


Rd 


—— 


IRE __— 


—_ 


thing ; endanger , yea caſt away their ſoules upon this worthlefle and fickle traſh ? 
Glaſſes are pleaſing veſſels, yet becauſe of their britrleneſſe,who eſteemes thempre- 
c10us ? All Salomens ſtate was not comparable to one Tulip : his royall Crowne was 
not like the Crowne Imperiall of our Gardens ; and yet becauſe theſe are- bur 
flowers whoſe deſtiny is fading and burning , wee regard them thereafter ; No wiſe 
man beſtowes much coſt in painting mud-wals, What meane we ( my beloyed ) ro 


of Nazianzen to his Afterins , that good is to no purpole, if it continue not; yea 
there isno pleaſant thing in the world, faith he, that hath ſo much joy inthe wel- 
come, as it hath ſorrow i the farewell : Looke therefore upon theſe heapes, O ye 
wiſe-hearted Citizens, with carelefle eyes, as thoſe things whoſe parting is cercaine, 
whoſe ſtay is uncertaine , and fay with that worthy Father ; By all my wealth , and 
glory , and greatneſſe , this alone have I gained, that I had ſome thing to which I 
might preferre my Saviour. And know, that as Abrahams whiles he was in his owne 
Countrey (it is Cyrils note) had never God appearing to him, ſave onely to bid 
him goe forth : but after, when hee was gone forth, had frequent viſions of his 
Maker : Sowhiles in our affeftions we remaine here below in our Cofers, we cannot 
have the comfortable aſſurances of the preſence of Gad: but if wee can abandon the 
love and truſt of theſe earthly things, in the conſcience of our obedience ,now God 
ſhall appeare to us, and ſpeake peace toour ſoules, and never ſhall we finde cauſe to 
repent us of the change. Let mee therefore conclude this point with that divine 
charge of our Saviour, Lay not up for your ſelves treaſures on earth , where moth and raft 
doe corrupt, and theeves breake thorow aud ſteale , but lay up for your ſelves treaſure in 
heaven. 

Thus much of the Negativepart of our charge: wherein wee have dwelt ſo long, 
that we may ſcarce ſojourne in the other : Truſt zor, but Truſt : The hearr of man is 
ſo conſcious of his owne weakneſlſe, that it will not goe without a prop : and better 
a weake ſtay then none at all: Like as in matter of policy,the very ſtate of Tyrannie : 
is preferred ro the want of a King ; the ſame breath therefore that withdraws one 
refuge from us, ſubſtitutes a berter ; and in ſtead of Riches, which is the falſe godof 
the world, commends to us the true and living God of heaven andearth : Even as 


ſound : The fame truſt then muſt we give roGod,which wee may not give to riches: 
The obje& onely is changed , the a& is not changed. Him muſt wee eſteeme aboye 
all things, to him muſt we looke up in all, on him muſt wee depend, for all both pro- 


teftion,and proviſion ; from his goodnefſe and 


mercy muſt we acknowledge all, and 


ſome good Carpenter raiſes up the ſtuds, andin ſteadofa rotten groundlell, layes a | 
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T he Righteous Mammon. 


in him muſt wee delight with contempt of all ; and this is ro Truſt in God, It was 4 
| [\weet ditry of the Pſalmiſt , which wee mult all learnc to ling > Boxum eſt confider, 
| 13 Domino, It is good to truſt m the Lord : Good.,in reſpect of him, and £00d for us, 
For him, it is one of the beſt pieces of glory to bee truſted-to: as , WIth us , Joſeph 
| holds, Petipbar cannotdoc him a greater honour, then in truſting him with all; Ang 
his glory is precious,that hee Cannot part with that ro any creature ; all other things 
hee imparts willingly,and reſerves nothing ro himſelfe bur this : Beeing, life, know. 
ledge,happineſſe.are ſuch bleflings , as are eninently, originally,efſentially,;nGod,g; 
yet, Becing he gives to all things, Lite ro many, Knowledge to ſome kindes of crea- 
tures,happineſſe to ſome of theſe kinds:as tor riches,he ſo givesthem to his creature, 
that he keepes them not at all to himſelfe ; bur as for is Glory ( whereof our tu 
is a part ) hee will not endure it communicated to Angell ,or man; not to the beſt 
gheſt in heaven, much leſſe to the drofle of earth : Whence 15 that curſe not without 
an indignation , Cxrſed bee the man that truſts in man , that maketh fleſh his arme yes 
or ſpirit either , befides the God of Spirits , Whom have 1 in heaven but thee ? Herein 
therefore doc wee juſtice to God, when we give hum his owne , that is, his glory, 
our confidence. | 
But the greateſt good is our own ; and God ſhewes much more mercy to us in| 
allowing and inabling us to truſt him, then we can doe juſtice in truſting him : For 
alas,he could in his juſt judgment glorifie himſelfe in our not truſting him, in taking 
vengeance on us for not glorifying him : Our goodnefle reaches nor to him; bur his 
goodneſle reaches downe to us, in that our hearts are raiſed up to confidence in 
him. For, what ſafety, what inſpeakable comfort is there in truſting to God? When 
our Saviour, in the laſt words of his Divine Farewell Sermon to his Diſciples,would 
perſivade them to confidence, he fayes $«powe : and fo doth the Angell to Paw, in 
priſon ;a word that ſignifies boldnefſe : implying that our confidence in God, cau- 
ſeth boldnes and courage, and what 1s there 1n all che world that canworke the hearr 
to ſo comfortable and unconquerable reſolution , as our repoſall npon God? The 
Lord is my truſt, whom then can I feare? Inthe Lord pat I my truſt , how fay ye then to my 
ſonle, Flee hence as a bird to the hils > Yea how oft doth David inferre upon this traſt 
non confundar , I ſhall not be aſhamed? And this cafe 1s generall , That they that put 
their truſt in the Lord, are as mount Sion that cannot be moved, Faith can remove moun- 
raines, but the mountaines thar are raiſed on faith, are unremoyeable. Here 1s a ſtay 
for you (O ye wealthy and great) worthy of your truſt : If ye were Monarchs on 
carth; or Angels in heaven, ye could be no way fafe but in this truſt. How eaſie 1s 1t 
for him to inrich, or impoveriſh you, to hoyſe you up to the ſears of honor , or to 
ſpurn you down? What mynes , what Princes can raiſe you up to wealth , againſt 
him , withour him? Hee can bid the winds and Seas fayour your yeſſels , he can bid 
Prov. 22: {hem finke in a calme.7 he rich and the poore meet together God is the maker of both. Ye 
may trade; ahd toyle, and carke, and ſpare , and putup, and caſt about, and at laft 
{fit you downe, with a figh of late repcnrance,and fay,Zxcept the Lord build thehouſe, 
they labour in Daine that build it : It is inwaine 16 riſe early , and tye dewne late, and ear 
the bread of ſorrow, Unto how many of you may I ſay with the Prophet Haggat, 7 
1h41ve ſowne much-, and bring in little; ye eat, and have not enouzh , ye arinke , but ye art 
aot filled : ye cloath you , but ye be not warme, and he that earneth much , puts his gaynes 
4 broken bag ? And whence is all this ? Tee looked for mach , and loc , it came to little: 
when yee brought it home , 1 did blow upon it , ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Behold how ealie 
a thing it 15 for the God of heaven to blaſt all your ſubſtance ; yea not onely to dt- 
miniſh , bur ro curſe ir unto you, and to make you weary of it and of your ſefves. 
Oh caſt your ſelyes therefore into thoſe Almighty hands : Seeke him in whom only 
you ſhall finde truereſt and happinefle : Honour him with your ſubſtance , that hath 
| honored you wirh 1t : Truſt not in riches, bur truſt in God. ; 

, It 1s morive enoughto your truſt,chat hee is a God: all arguments arc infolded N 
that one ; yet this Text gives you certaine explicit inforcemenrs of this confidence; 
Evcry one of theſe reaſons ( implying a ſecret kinde of diſdainfull compariſon 
betwixt the true God and the falſe ) perſade you to truſt in God : Riches - 
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where the glory of the world ends : therefore truſt in him. Riches are uncertaine, 
the true God is Amen, the firſt and the laſt., ever like himſelfe; therefore truſt in 
him. Riches are bnr a livelefſe and ſenſclefſe metall'; the true God is a livingGod, 
therefore truſt in him. Riches are bur paſlives in vift, they catinot beſtow fo tmuch 
as themſelves , much lefſe ought beſides thernſfiver : the true God gives you all 
things to enjoy , therefore Truſt in him : the rwo'latter, becauſe they are more di- 


4 rectly ſtood upon, and now fall into our way, require a further diſcourſe. 


( El ohat ) the living God.is an ancient and uſuall ticle torhe Almighty; eſpecially 
when hee would diſgrace an unworthy rivall : As Saint Paul in his ſpeech to the 


oath of God for this purpoſe, as H:erom noterh, neither doe I remember any thing 


deſcribed himſelfe by 7 A M. He is, hee lives: and nothing is, nothing lives abſo- 
lutely, bur hee; all other things by participation from him. In all other rhings,their 


the living God:and becauſe he is his owne life,he is eternall; for {as Thomas argues 
truely againft the Gentiles ) Nothing ceaſes to bee, but by a ſeparation of life ; and 
nothing can bee ſeparated from it ſelfe , for every ſeparation is a diviſion of one 
thing from another : Moſt juſtly therefore is he which is abſolute, ſiniple, eternall 
1m his being, called the {;vizg God: Although not onely the life that he hath in him- 


glimpſe whereof perhaps the Heathen ſaw , when they called him Jupiter , ( Zwz ) 
from (4) which ſignifies to live , 1» h1 wee hve ,( faith Saint Paul to his Atheni- 
ans.) As light is from the Sunne,, ſo is life from God, (which 1s the true ſoule of 
the world , and more ; for withour him ir could not bee fo much as a carkaſe; ard 


—_———— 


deed ; the moſt excellent and precious thing that is derived from the commen in- 
fluence of God. There is nothing before life , bur Being ; and Being makes tio di- 
ſtinction of things; for that can bee nothing that hath no Being : Life makes rhe 
firſt and greateſt diviſion , Thoſe creatures therefore which have life, wee eſteeme 
| far beyond thoſe that have it not , how noble ſoever otherwiſe : Thoſe things 
| therefore which have the perfitteſt life, muſt needs be the beſt : Needs then mult it 


D follow , that hee which is life it ſelfe , who is abſolute, ſimple, eternall, the foun- 


| taine of all that life which is in the world, is moſt worthy of all the adoration » JOY; 
| loye, and confidence of our hearts, and of the beſt improvement of that life which 


God tells us) is Idolatry,or /as our old Tranſlation turnes it) worſhipping of Images. 
Every ſtampe or impreſſion in his coyne, is to the coyetous man a very Idol: And 
what madneſſe is there in this Idolatry,to dote upon a baſe crearure, and ro beſtow 
that life which wee have from G o Þ , upon a creature that harh no life in it ſelfe, 
and noprice bnt from men ? Let me then perſwade every ſoule that heares me this 
day , as Iacob did his houſhold, Put away the flrange gods that are among you and bee 
cleane ; and as S. Paw did his Lyſtrians : 0h rurne away from theſe vanities unto the 
living God. BUR rag EUN S _ 
The laſt attra&ive of our truſt to God, 1s his mercy , and liberality : 7/9 grves ws 
richly all things to exjoy. A theme , whereiri ye will grant it eaſie to leeſe our ſelves. 
Firſt, God not only hath all in himfelfe, bur he gives tous. He gives, not ſomewhat 


in nor ont : But as we uſe to ſay of Cares, ſo it ſhall be with out diſcourſe, that the 


to threſh them our, 


Lyſtrians , oppoſes to their vaine Tdols, the living God. Yivo ego , 4s 1 live, is the: 


life and they are two ; bur God is his owne life,and the life of Cod is no other then } 


ſelte , bur the life that hee gives to his creatures , challengeth a part in this ritle : A | 


(though a cruſt js more then wee are worthy of ) but all things. And not a little of 
all, but richly; and all this. not to looke on, but to enjoy. Every word would re | 
quire not a ſeverall houre, bur a life to medirate of it ; aid tHe tofigue fiot of men, | 
bur of Angels to expreſſe it. It is here with us , as in a throng, we can get'heithef | 


J 


b 


beſides his holineſſe,6 his life that he ſyeares by, When Moſes askt Cods name. he 


} 


ſpreads it ſelfe into all the animate creatures. Life (we ſay) is ſweet; and ſoit 13 in-| 


| he hath given us. Truſt therefore in the living God. Coverouſheſle ( the Spirit of | 


P 


greatneſſe of it ſhall procure ſilence; and the more we may ſay of this head, the lefſe | 
we will fay : It ſhall content us onely to top theſe ſheaves; ſince wee cannor ſtand | 
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richly all things | 
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| That they doe 


Eo 0 


T he Righteous Manmon, 


If ye look 
Sfull of his 
at hee hath 


upward ; His mercy reacherh to the heavens. If downeward: The earthi 
goodnefſe, and ſo1s the broad ſea. If ye looke about you ; What is it th 
not given us? Ayre to breathe in, fire to warme us, water to coole us, clothes tg 
cover us , food to nouriſh us, fruites to refreſh us, yea delicates to pleaſe us ; beaj 

to ſerve us , Angels to attend us , heaven to receive us, and which is aboye al his 
owne Sonne to redeeme us. Laſtly, if ye looke intoyour ſelyes : Hath hee nor I 

1s a ſoule to informe us , ſenſes'to informe our ſoule, faculties to furniſh thar hed 
Underſtanding, the great ſarveyor of the ſecrers of Nature, and Grace : Fanrafe 
and Invention , the maſter of the workes : Memory the grear keeper or Maſter of 
the rolles of the ſoule ; a power that can make amends for the ſpeed of Time in 
canſing him to leave behinde him thoſe things , which elſe he would © cary away 

a5 if they had not beene : Will, which is the Lord Paramount in the State of the 
Soule, the commander of our actions , the elector of our reſolutions : Judgement 

| whichis the great Counſellor of the will : Aﬀections,which are the ſervants of they 


every part hath beſt opportunitie to his owne functions ; ſo qualified with health 
ariſing from proportion of humors,that like a watch kept in good tune,itgoes right 

andis fit to ſerve the ſoule, and maintaine it felfe : an eſtate that yeelds all due CON 
yeniences for both ſoule , and body , ſeaſonable times, raine, and ſunſhine ; peace 
in our borders ; competency , it: not plenty of all commodities, good lawes religi- 
ous, wiſe , juſt Goyernours , happy and flouriſhing dayes : and above all, the liberty 
of the Goſpell. Caſt up your bookes, O yee Citizens, and fumme up your receits 

I am deceived, if he that hath leaſt, ſhall not confeſle his obligations infinir, There 
are three things eſpecially wherein yee are beyond others , and muſt acknowledge 
your ſelyes deeper in the Books of God,then the reſt of the world : Let the firſt be 
the cleare deliverance from that wofull judgement of the peſtilence. Oh remember 
thoſe ſorrowful rimes, when every moneth {wept away thouſands from among you: 


carcaſſes were caried to their pits , as dung to the fields : when it was cruelty in the 


ficke roadmit viſfiration,& love was little better then murderous: And by how much 
more fad and horrible the face of thoſe eyili times looked,ſo much greater proclaim 


both ſpirituall and bodily : You are the Sea,all the Rivers of the landrunne into you: 
Of the land? Yea of the whole world : Sea and land conſpire to inrich you. The 


ſtrong, wherein the favour of Princes hath made exceptions fromrhe generallrules 


earth , that can doe more for you then hee hath done, ler him have your hearts 4 
your ſelyes. | 


good,and berich And thus from that daty we owe to God in our confidence , and his beneficence 
”m god workes, | 0 US , Wee deſcend tothat beneficence which we owe to men , expreſſed in the va- 


willing to communicate ; all tooneſenſe; all 18 but beneficence; The Scriptures 


Whither can ye turne your eyes to laoke beſide the bounty of God? Ifyc 10 


both : a bodie fir to execute the charge of the ſoule,ſo wondrouſly diſpoſed, as that | 


| When a man could not ſet forth his foot but into the jawes of death; when piles of 


you the mercy of God , in this happy freedome which you now enjoy : that 
younow throng together into Gods Houſe without feare, and breathe into one ano- - D 
thers face without danger. The ſecond is, the wonderfull plenty of all proviſions | 


third is, the priviledge of carefull government: Your Charters as they are largeand 


of their municipall lawes ; ſo your forme of adminiſtration is excellent,and the exe- 
cution of Juſtice exemplary , & ſuch as might become the mother City of thewhole 
earth. For all theſe you have reaſon to aske , nid retribuam, with David ? What 
ſhall I render to the Lord for all his benefits > and to excite one another unto thanke- 
tulnefſe , with that ſiyeet Singer of Iſrael, O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſſe ! And(asbeneficence is a binder) theſe fayours of God call for your 
confidence : What ſhould you doebur ever truſt that God , whome you have found 
ſo gracious? Let him bee your God , bee ye his people for eyer; and let him make 
this free and open challenge to youall : Tfthere bee any power in heauten , 07 


riety of foure Epithets, Doing 'g00d 4 being rich ip good workes ; ready to aiſtrivat ec 


(leſtany Atheiſt ſhould quarrell at this waſte ) haye not one word ſupertiucus* 
Here 1s a redoubling of the ſame words withour fault of Tautology ;4.redoubling 


A 


ade _ 


£) 


mm 


| citions;;not looſeneſſe ; as/it was wont for this:caufe ra/bee obſerved both in-Couns 


L 


| will s,his command : The fame neceſſity: that there is of Truſting mGod, the ſame 


| adyerſaries,which in their ſhameleſſe challenges of our Religion dare tell the world 


| 
| 
| 


| Parentheſis to a clauſe; that it may be perfit without them : Heaven and earth ſhall | 


| necefſane effects of that grace which brings glory. 
| 


| maregasthat their metioncould not be yoid of thar ſaperfluitie which we diſclaime, 
| This heape of words therefore ſhewes the vehement intention of his deſire of g 


yee looke to receive good ; if ever yee looke to bee rich in heaven, be rich in good 
works nponearth : It is a ſhame to heare of a rich man that dyes,and makes his Will 
of thouſands ,& bequeathes nothing topious andcharitable uſes: God and the poore | 


| beds as Ravens over a carkaſſe; wee doe not begge for a Covent , nor fright you 


cels, andacclamationsto Princes; how oft the ſame word is reiterated, that by the 
frequence they mightjudge of the yehernence afaffeRion. Ir were eaſie to inſtance 
in many.of this kind, as eſpecially:Exod..23. 35, Pfal; $9.30. 10hn t.20.andfo many 


workes:,antdthe important neceſſity of their performance ; and the. manner of rhis 
expreſſion inforces .no. lefſe , Chargethe rich, that they age good, and bee Fich in doing 


ſell, but a precept ; Alchough I might fay of God , as we uſe to fay of Princes , his 
1s 1n Doing good to men. Let mee ſling this ſtone tothe; brazen;forcheads of-our 
weare all for faith, nothing for workes , and that we hold workes to falvation , as a 


witneſle the injuſtice of this.calumniation ; and your conſciences ſhall be onr.com- 


| purgators this day , which ſhall teſtifie to you, both now, and on your death-beds, | 
| that we-have, taught you, there 1s no lefſe neceflitie of: good workes , then if you 


{ſhould be ſaved by them; and that though you carinor be ſaved by chem, as the me- 
ritorious cauſes of your glory , yet that, you cannot be ſayed withour them , as the 


Iris an hard fentence of ſome Caſiiſts{concerningrtheir fellowes) that but a few 
rich mens Confeffors ſhallbe ſaved ;I imagine,for that they dawbe up their conſct- 
ences with untempered morter, and {ooth them up 1a their ſins. Let this be the care 
of them whom. it concerneth : For us; wee deſire to bee faithfull co God-and you; 
and tell, you roundly what you muſt truſt to: Doe good therefore, yeerich , if ever 


are rio part of his heyre; We donor hoyer over your expiring ſoules on your death- 


with Purgatory , nor chaffer with-you, for that inviſible treaſure of the Church, 
whereof there 1s bur onei Key-keeperat Rome; bur wee tell you , that the making 
of friends with this Mammon of unrighteouſneſle, 1s the way to eternall habitati- 
 ons.. They fay of Cyr#4 , that he was wont to ſay he laid up treaſures for himſelfe, 
whiles he made his friends rich : but-we fay to you , that you lay up treaſures for 
| your ſelyes in heaven, whiles you make the poore your friends uponearth: We tell 
you. there muſtbee a Date, ere there can be a Dabitar ; that he which gives to the 
poore lends upon uſe to the Lord ; which paies large increaſe for all he borrowes; 
and how ſhall hee give you the Intereſt of glory, where hee hath nor received the 
 Principall of beneficence? How can that man ever looke to bee Gods heire , in the 


to the God of heaven? As that witty Grecian faid of extreame tall men , that they 
were Cypreſſe-trees waz $ mor, &c. faire and tall, bur fruitleſſe : ſo may I fay of a 


good, Harken then , yee rich men of the world; itisnot left arbitrary to you , that | 
_ | You may doe good if you will, but it is layd upon, you as your. charge and dury:: 
B | You muſt dos goodworkes', and woe bee to you if yon doe not. This is not a coun- 


Kingdome of Heaven, that gives all away to his earthly heres, and lends nothing | 


ſtrait-handed rich man.z And theſe Cypreſſes are not for the Garden of Paradiſe; 
none ſhall eyer be planted there bur the fruirfull : And if the firſt Paradiſe had any | 
trees in it onely for pleaſare,T am ſure the ſecond, which 1s inthe midl(t of the new | 
Jeruſalem, ſhall have no tree that beares not twelve fruits, yea whole very leaves! 
arenot beneficiall. Doe good therefore, O ye rich, and ſhew your wealth ro be, not 


in having , but in doing good. And if God have put this holy reſolution into any of |] 
| your hearts, take this with you alſo, from him; Doe not talke, and purpoſe , and 
| project , bur execute; Doe not ſodoe good, that wee may thanke your death-bed 


* 


for it, and not you: Late beneffcence is better then none , but ſo much as carly | 


————_—___———  —— 
7 he. 'Rightbons iV{anitoon. 677. | 
A | of the anie ſenſe indivers words, without Tdleneſſe. There is feryour inthele repe=| a 
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beneficence is betrer then late > He'thar givesnor tilhe dyes;ſhewes that heewould 
not give.if hee could keepe it't And God lovesa'cheerefull giver : Thatwhich you 
oive thus, you give it by your” Teſtament; ca ſcarce ſay you give it by:your will: 


The good manspraiſe is Diſþerfit,dedit: he diſpevſes his gooth hot he lefr them behing 


him: and kis diſtriburion is{econded wittf the xe tribution of God, His #/þbitveſpe 7 


exdiureth for over | Pſalme r 12/5,” Our Savionr tells us rhat our good: worKe&are out 
light,'Let your light ſo ſhine, that men may ſee y0ur good workes ; which of you lers hi. 
light goc behinde him , and hatfy 1t not rather caried before.him » that hee-may fee | 
which way it goes, and which way hnnſelfegoes by It? good therefore in your 
life, thac yout mayhaye'comfort in your death-, and a Crowne of life after death, | | 
- . Nowall this'haye I ſpoken,not for that Fhave ought ( as S. Pas! ayes) whereof | |. 
roaccuſe my Nation: Blefſed be God, as good workes have abounded in this ae, | p 
fo this place hath ſuperabounded in good workes.-Bee 1t tpoken to the glory of that | 
God, whoſe all our good workes are , to the honour of the 'Goſpell, tothe:conyi- | 
&ion of that lewd ſlander of Solitidianiſme; Zondon ſhall vyye good workes with any | 
City upon earth: This day and your eares are abundant witnefles ; As thofe there. | 
fore that by an handfull ghefſe ar the whole facke , ir may pleaſe you by this yeares | 
Briefe to judge of the reſt : Wherein I doe nor feare leſt Envie it felfe ſhall accuſe | 
as of a vaine glorious oſtentation ; Thoſe obftreperous benefactors, that (like ts | 
Hens which cannot lay an egge, but they muſt cackle ſtraighr ) give-no almes but 
with trumpets , loſe their thanks with God ; Almes fhould bee like ole , which 
though it fwimme aloft when it'is falne, yet makes no noile in the falling ; not like 
water, that till ſounds where it lights : But howfoever pnvare beneticence ſhontd | C 
not bee acquainted with both rhe hands of the giver , but fitently expe& the | 
reward of him that ſeerh in ſecret, yer God ſhould bee a great loſer , if the publike | 
fruits of charity ſhonld bee ſmothered in a modeſt ſecrecy : 'To the praiſe therefore | 
of that good God, which gives us to give, and rewards us for giving,to the example | 
of poſterity , the honour of our Profefiion, to the encouragement of the' wel-de- | 
ſerving, and to the ſhame of our malicious adyerfarics, heare what this yeare hath | 
brought forth. : | | | | 
Here followeth 4 briefe memorial of the charitable aits of the City thu yeare lift paſt, | 
&c. And if the ſeaſon had not hindred, your eyes ſhould have ſeconded your eares | 
1m the comfortable teſtimonie of this beneficence, Exge, &c. Well done, good and | 
taichfull ſervants ; Thus ſhould your Profeſſion bee graced; thus ſhould the incenfe 
of your almes aſcend in Pillars of holy ſmoake into the noſtrils of God; thus fhould | 
your talents bee turned into Cities: This colour is no other then celeftiall, and ſo 
ſhall your reward bee : Thus ſhould the foundation be laid of that building, whoſe 
wals reach up unto heaven, whoſe roofe is finiſhed and laid on , in the heaven of | 
heavens, in that immortality of glory, which the God of all glory, peace, and cont | 
fort hath provided for all that love him ; Unto theparticipation whereof, the fame | 
God of ours mercitully bring us through the Sonne of his love,] s s'v s CHRIST 
the righteous: ro whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, one infinite and 1n- 
comprehenſible God , bee given all praiſe, honour and glory , now-and for cyer. 
CAME, | : 
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OF Il HE MARIED 
CLERGIE, 


MAINTAINED AGAINST 
THE MALICIOVS CHALLENGES | 
of C.E. eo M aſſe-Prieſt. » 

O x, 


THE APOLOGIE VYVRITTEN SOME 
years ſince for the Mariage of perſons Eccleſiaſtical 
made good againſt the Cavils of C.E- 
Pſeudo-Catholike Prieſt. 


LYNa 


- . —_ 
wo Aero bg worm ont tals ere th es nn is af. 65 
PRI _— wy a = " 4 = De 
5 £ " 
» " , "_— _ w__ C 


4 oo —_ 


- any * 8 - « F; 
Wo 5 - - » | 4 » 
+ >, i» d +a 2 ” «5 . ” -—_ * as 
_ ” . = » = ” 
Os oi Eres 44 WT oe at Ht A eo al io cs a 44 He mes. oo ooo” 


-——_—_— 


Fn three Bookes, 
By Jo St Hart. 
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TO THE MO G 


REVEREND FATHER IN 
GOD, AND MY MOST HONORED 
Lord, Gxoras, Lord Archbiſhop ot Can- 


terbury , Primate of all England , and Metropoli- 


taine , one of his Majeſties moſt Honourable 
Privy Councell, 


he. _ Fay a — og _ 
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Py 


MosT REeverEND FATHER, 


' 


F 
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8 Yeares agoe | wrote a little Apologericall Letter for 


my fides ſtriking at the moſt Honourable. and flouriſhing Clergie of the 
whole Chriſtian world , labouring not ſo much for my diſgrace ( what 
would that availe him ? ) as the diſhonour and {corne of our holy ro- 
fellion , in the eyes of our people. I could contemne it in ſilence; if the 
Quarrell were onely mine, Now my-wrong cannot be diſtinguiſhed 
from thouſands : God and his Church arc ingaged in this cauſe, which in 
my foile could not bur ſuſtaine lofſe, neither may [ be now filent with 
fafetic , without miſ-conſtruion. Let this hand and Tongue bee no 
longer mine, then they may ſerve my Maſter in Heayen , and his Spoule 


in three quaternions of yeares; and what I wrote in three leaves , hee 

hath anſvvered in no fewer Pages then 380. Should I follow him ih this 
proportion, hee might after ſome Centuries of yeares expect an anſwer | 
in Toſtatus bydes , whole firſt word ſhould be , Quis legit bac? Or if my. 
patience would delay my Reply to the juſt paces of h's Anſwer, this 
Volume of his would perhaps be vaniſhed into Grocers ſhop for waſte 


and no leſſe honored Lord, | 


WD the Mariage of perſons Eccleſiaſticall ; and now thus | 
*Z Jare,vohen + had almoſt forgot that { had written it, a | 
moody Maſſe-prieſt drops outa tedious and virulent Refuration; thorow | 


FE 


now.) 


Paper in thuris piperiſve cuculles, and would nomore neede anſwer then }* . 
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{ cederetur, Bell. 


Wha ANT. DR | | | \ 

| . bk | Þ F 

| 1602. | pe wages I - 

[ij | | cow it deſetveth one. Bit hearing of the inſultation"of ſome Popiſhly| 

| | now It deſeryet AT : *q's 6 Catholic; | 

| ed, who gloried and triumphed. this AcHirises pro atholicis, | 

Ft [ were - ey A fe to the Worke, with no little indignation,and no leſſe 

[13 la ys 4 Y ſelfe-conceited Adverſarie,and his ſeduced abettors,may 

of 0 ns Il-ordered Mariageis guiltie of deadding our [pirits,or| 

lt | how Kits VIE xginning of this Summers Prooreſſe, when 

I | lacking our hands. Atthe beginning of this Si Sx nes 

Wit | "+446 ſacred Majeſtic to take notice of this ſorie Libell; and to 

jill it plealed his ſacred Maj | ic told it ov 

FI ED ith me concerning it, I had not ſo much as read it over, ſo 

vl | queſtion with me concerning it, I had be Te fhak 

; wes to my hands, ere his happy returne, ( be Pokento 

4 | | newly was 1t come y F ly finiſhed this A 

lg | theonly glory of him that enabled me)I had not only finiſhed this wh 

1 | | ON OOTY 7ritten it over with mine own hand ; and yet madethis 

Bl! | ſiver, but tvyice wrirten It 0 htier buſineſſe of my Calling, which now| | 

- (BR | burthe recreation of GY Ns SS 

[1008 ; Inarily urge me: 

\ 18 } urpoſeto have an{wered ( as beſeemeth the perſon 4 quo, 

1 4.49 | It Was my Pp P : : {j a « b | 

! pi | knowne diſpoſition : but upon 

I; 14 HY ot ad quem) mildely according to my 

Wilt b : liberation,[ found the inſolency of my Refuter ſuch,that I could | 

wi... | one rg hi aind not bee cruel] to my cauſe. If therefore for many | | 

F. not favour him, ; he receive from my un-| | 

; Fr | 5 1 art and word ) relative Pages , her AY 

17 68 | [5000 OP | dthen, though not-a Relative to ſuch 

| [1.38 | willing and enforced Pen now and then, SD 2 Le| 

17 3R D | e drop of ſharper Vineger, then my Inke 

| 44, 188 an Antecedent, yet perhaps ſome drop of ſharp Tha ako tin} | 

(1; 388 ichall,he may forgive me , and nt 1- 

11 SER 1 uſeth to be tem ered WIA, b ; : "RT | 

il We | | ſelfe : What need this cauſe ſo furious an InyeRtive ? As if - WPI 

MEbs /” | gt» || Religion conſiſted in nothing but Maiden-head or Ma-| | 

VF HAT | ot Heayen,& all Religior ſpeaks of the Greeke Church ,wvher- | | 

MER - | $/c:49 a5 | TIage 2 Cardinall Bellarmine, when he ſpea DO =» ndde-acts, | 

WE i fonpwrotragy ina maried Clergie is both allowed and required , ſhuts up peak | 

i; +680 yoo rage | That it this were all the difference berwixt them,and the 9224 we 

1113 108 | de Clerie.tib. hey ſhould ſoone be at peace. If my Refuter had ſo thought, t £ 

117 Re hn ey Ce firſt Controverſie : Both eſtates meete in Heaven. Tobn the 

DORN + | nor beene his firſt Con Ine braham . This inordinate heat 

1:1 08 Virgin reſts in the boſome of maried Abraham, a kde! | 

4 11 : Ws | therefore of proſecution riſes from faCtion, not from ho Bees 5 euml 

Rt One | : > | IT ItOT) 
\ il | It was.that my Adverſarie cunningly ſingled out this _ OT 
; 0p | others, ranged in my poore Diſcourles,as that wherein pi DYE of An-| | 
Wt : . ike JC p 
Thy | confeſſion ) he might promiſe-to himſelfe the likelieſt advantag m— 
17 | | es a6? nt himſelfe inthe oftentarion © 
Fit: tiquity ; and how glorioully goth he vaunt himſelfe Noe che 
{404 | Fathers and Councels ! Which yaine flouriſh how vs FR eg 1, bp Gaal 
y Fi 1, he ; e) ow | 
LiÞ+; | proceſle ſhall ſhevy ; where it ſhall appeare upon what gr hi co Mariace, | | 
[| pi ntiquiti iall ro Virginity, and over-harſh ro Marlage, | | 
18 piece of, Antiquize eas panially Jak ang Papiſt confeſſeth. Butthis 
{ it 6 B. Rhenanus. | AS Deatus Rhenanus * learned and FRAU © li 4 the bloody 
| ; j Wo | 4rg. lib. de ox» we may boldly lay, that if thole holy Men had Out-uve TAX ſerled 
Bs pr amach © : he fearefull inconveniences which would ( aftera letied | | 
(FA | umes,and ſeene the careful INCONVEL CE ocs || 
br: | peace ) enſue upon the'ambition, or conſtraint of a de TOC IRR” 


4 OF C d 
leſfle c . ita the moderate ang 
zuezs Sylzixe. | they had doubtleſſe. changed their note; and with the 


Panormtan. 


iſeſt ſpirits of the latter times, pleaded for that liberry which che 1 
Domdss, | Wilelt ſpirits of the latte: Þ 


—_— | ; harentl. after 
pj. i (Med Church novy .enjoyerh. The uniyerſall concethon whereof ( he 
Montnant. tes oY £ | Ld 
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1 he Epiſle Dedicatorie, 
the private Suffrages of worthy Authors ) came to a publiketreaty in the 
Romane Church , amidſt the throng of their late T ridentine Councell , and 
itis worth the while to obſerve 6n whar grounds it received a repulſe, If 
Prieſts ſhould bee allowed Miariage ( ſay thoſe wily Italians ) it would 
follow that they would caſt their affections on their Wives and Children, 
and conſequently on their Families , and Countries, whereupon would 
ceaſe that ſtrait dependance which the Clergic hath upon the See Apoſto- 
like; In ſo much asto grant their Mariages , were as much as to deſtroy 
the Hierarchie of the Church , and to reduce the Pope within the meere 
bounds of the Romane Biſhoprick. This was the plea of the Clergie z their 
thrifty Laitie, ( together with them ) enemies to the bleſſing (' or, as they 


— 


conſtrue it, the curſe )of fruitfulneſſe, are wontto plead, Troppo teſte : our | 
Gregory Martin of old computes the prejudiciall increaſe thar might ariſe 
from theſe Mariages to the Common-wealth, lt ic not Religion , but wit | 
that now lies in our way. Fond men that dare offer thus to controll the 

wiſedome of their Maker,and will bee tying the God of Heaven to their 
rules of ſtate. As it is, no Church inthe whole world (exceptthe Romane) | 
ſtands upon this reſtraint whereof the conſequences have bon ſo noto- 
riouſly ſhamefull, that wee might well hope, experience would have 
wrought, if notredreſke of their courſes ,yer.filence of ours 

if this man had not preſumed that ( by reaſon of the long diſcontinuance 
of Popery )time had worne out of mens minds the memory of their 
odious filthineſle, he durſt not thus boldly have pleaded for their abomi- 
nable Celebate, The queſtion whereof, after all buſie diſcuffions , and 

pretences of age , muſt be reſolved into no other then this ; How farreche 

Tradition of a particular Church is worthy to prevaile againſt Scripture: 

yea, and againlt other Churches. A point,which a very weake judgemenc 

will bee able to determine. 

In this returne ofmy Defence, I doe neither anſwer every idle clauſe, 

| nor omitany efſentiall: this length of mine is no leſſe forced then mine 

Adverſaries Continency : wherein yet my Reader ſhall not ſigh under an 

irkeſome loquacitie. I preſume to dedicate this unworthy labour to your 

| Grace, whom this famous Church daily bleſſerh,as her wile, faithtull,and 

vigilant Overſeer , as a renowned Patrerne of holy Virginity and Patron 

of holy Mariage. The God of Heaven ( whoſe watch you carefully keep) 

preſerve youlong to his Church , and wake us long happy in our Grace, 


and you ever happy 1n his plenrifull bleſſings: Such ſhall eyer bee the 
Prayer of 

= 

. | . - 
pers Your Graces moſt bumbly 
D devoted, 


er *S 


los: Haiti 


. And ſurely, | 
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Eraſmus , @c. 
Che Coll' introdu- 
Gone del matre- 
mon de Prets fi 
faitlle, che tatts 
voltaſſetto Vaf- 
fetro& amor (oro 
all: reglie , & 
figh , & per con- 
ſequenza , alla 
Caſa , & all pa- 
ti:4; ode cefſe- 
rebbe [a depern- 
denta ſiretta che 
COrdine Clericale 
ba ton la ſede 
Apoſiolica , & 
tantd ſarelbe. 
Conceder il ma- 
It:0m0 a Preti, 
quanto diftrug- 
ger la Hitraichia 
Eccleſs/iica » GO 
radut i Pont. che 


' ror foſſe piu che | 


F«ſcouo diRoma. 
Hiſtory. Conc:l. 
Trid pag. 663. 
Troppo feſte, 
freppo tefte, trop. 
0 tempefie. Vid, 
Dallingt. obſerv. 
Kpon Guicciaid, 
Do@or Mart. 
againſt Pr, 
Matt. 
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| My peace of 


Rome makes up 
103. 


| Object, 
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THE ANSVVER TO THE 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE man begins with a threat , I may not but tremble, Hee 
frights me with an univerſall Detedtion of my errors, It (; 
almoſt as eaſie 10 finde faults , as to make them, Perhaps the 


pie a man am I that ſhall ſee all my over-fights > My com. 
fort is , that if my Tree were fruitleſſe, there would bee uw 
flone throwne at it. In the meane while , how well doth the 
title of a Detefor become him that hides himſelfe > If beebe 
not afraid or aſhamed of his canſe , lst his name be knowe, 


be not free : But if I muſt needs be matcht with the ſhadow of a Libeller, I will ſo take him, 


And firſt , let-me tell my Caviller , ths order # prepoſterews. If all my errors be at the 
mouth of the Preſſe , how ts it that two or three of them are thus ſuffered to out-runne theix 
fellowes > Was bis malice ſo bigge with theſe , that it could not flay the time of the common 
deliverie > Neegs muſt they be notorious falſhoods , that are thus ſingled out from the reſt 
Let them appeare in their owne ſhapes , vgly , ( doabileſſe) and prodigions, The firſt i, 
That moſt ſhameleſfe affertion that Beflarmine under his owne hand acknowledges 
237.Contrarietiesof Dod&rine amongſt hisCatholiks.Could the man but have patience, 


ſeverals, yet ( like a brave man at Armes) he profeſſes to kill his enemie; ere he can appeare; 
and tells us thoſe 237. Contraxicties , are nothing but 237. lyes inane aſſertion. T hat there 
are inthem ſo many untruths 1 eaſily grant; for in comradittions one part muſt needs be falſe, 


owne, My aſſertion ſhall onely juſtifie that they are told, let him take care for the reſt : But 
they are not in points belonging to Faith andReligion,only in matrers undecided, 
and difputable : The ſequelt ſhall try that ſhift ; Why doe we foreftall our Reader ? Who 


| knowes wot that there cannot be ſo many points fundamental ? Let him take them as they 


are F azgravate nothing ; It is but onely in ſuch light chaffe as this , In the oumber and 
extent of Boores,Canonicall , wherein Driedo, Eraſmus, Genebrard,Cajetan, S1xtus Se= 


nents, are acknowledzed '0 oppoſe the reſt , In the Popes infallibilitte of judgement \ wher- 
in Gerſon, Almayne, Pope Adrian ,Eckius, Hoſius,Pichius, Waldenfis, are at quarres; 
 Inthe reach and original! of ſpirituall juriſdiftion , wherein Abulenſis, Turrecremata, 
Fran, a Victor , Alphonſas de Caſtro, &c. proclaime to differ * what ſhould 1 jaftlance 
rm more? It is but in the Popes power in Temporalities , in the inerrableneſſe of Conncells, 


Romiſh Dofors ware, 


Let.vim s. 


the\ndivition of the Church of England , in the dogmaticall points of Faith. 


PE EIIIY 2 ———_—— ——_ 
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Time had beene 4: well ſpent in tofling of his Beads: How hay. | 


| —_ that his victories may be recorded. It is an injurious and baſe | 
advantage to ſfirike and hidegand after a pitcht Duck to gall a fixed Adverſarie out of loppe. 
| holes Tf his perſon be upon ſome treaſonable aft abnoxiows ,1it is hard if ſome of his names 


4 he deciphers himſclfe : C.F,.Cavillator Egregius ; and under this true ſtile of hes , am | 
ready to encounter him , and doe here bid Defiance to an inſulent , and unjuft adverſaries | 


whether partionlar, confirmed by the Pope , or Generall, in the authoriticof Councells above 
Papes., 1# the; force of. Yowes , in the worjhip due to Images, and the like. Theſe and ſuch 
other arethe ſleight Trifles ( ſince all cannot bee weightie) impertinent to faith wherein the 


wwe leave tothe Cotitya-diviſion of theſe two, and I will take leave t0 mamiaine 


| Neither was it out of want that your ſilly Adverſarie was ſent thither. This hapf) Hand 


p 


k 


he ſhould finde above three bundred : What ſayes my Detefor to this? He hath not ſeenethe | 


b 


4nd Truth i but ſingle © They are untruths then , ( lyes are too broad a word) bnt their | 


Neither doth my aſſertion of their diſcord gall him more , then of our Y nity : © the fore- 
head of Heretikes ! I ſaid that we in our Church differ only in Ceremonies they i ſubſtance. 


0 


A 


This boldneſſe , together with my eminent ignorance , makes him admire the ſcarcitit of f 
learned men in our Country , that could finde no better Dofors ons to Dort-Conference| 
they Mefter H ALL. To your griefe , Sir, it was a Synode, and that noble and celebrious ; 


_— 
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: 
|: | 


F1 which hath no blemiſh but that it yeelds ſuch Vipers as your ſelfe ) abbunds (a3 you ro well Ps vile nn 
| | know) with flore of incomparable Divines ; uk 43 may ſet your Rome to ſcheole. So a5 the 
Meſſenger of Pyrrhus long ſince called your Italy , 4 Conntrey of Kings , and Fgypt was | 
wont 10 bee called the Countrey of Phyſicians : ſo may this bleſſed Iland of oiirs juſtly merit | aurells Pac 
the title of The Region of Divine s. For me, [canbee content to bee baſt enongh 7 
in mine owne eyes , but if my diſparagement ſhall redound to my betters', 1 dare tell him it is 
my comfort, that I was ſent thither by a judgement no leſſe infallible ,thew of Paul the Fife, 
Let himſelfe or any of #15 Eaves-aropping companitns (10 whom that place flood open ) fay | Necrſiitate pro. 
wherein I ſhamed thoſe that ſent me. It was my juſt eriefe that the necefiitie of my health, | '*onte poats 
yea of my l:ife called me off immaturely : but ſince ether death or departure muſt bee yethded o Rudiſe ar 
to , others ſhall jadge whether 1 went away more laden with infirmire , then (how. ever 'ux. | ficerit. Cryaſt. 
'B | worthy ) with approbation, = M : agg” on | 
But that ſecond lye of mine zs ſo loud that all my Brethrey of Dort mnft baixe it and aſſerts , Ec. 
| | hey which were lately the .tneſſes of my ſinceritie ( gracing mee with the deare Teſtimonie 
of their approofe ) are now made the Indges of my impudencie. What monſler of falſhaod will 
come forth? In iy centure of Travell, glancing at the Jeſwticall bragge of their In- 
| | dianMuacles { whereat their very friends make jport ) 1 charge Cardinall Bellarmine for | 
an avoncher of thefo Cozenages, who dares averre that his fellow Xavierznot onely 
healed the Deafe,Dumbe, and Bliade, bur raiſed the Dead, to which I adde(whiles | 
| his Brother Acoſta, after many yeares ſpent 1n thoſe parts,can pull him by the ſleeve, 
& tel him in his earc,{o loud that all the World may heare: Prod:gia nulta producimus,) 
\ 7 his 6s my Indictment ; Let me come to my Tryall: Caſt me ,if ye can ,ye reverend heads, 1 
 C | crave no favonr, Where lyes this ſo lewd lye , and malicious abuſe > That Bellarmine ſayes, 
| | ihus of the Ieſuite Xavier, is not denyed; That Acoſta ſayes this of himſelfe,and his fellow 
 Teſuites, t« granted, T he firſt lye yet  , Acoſta was never is the Faſt-Indies at ab, wor 
Xavier in the Weſt ; aud how then could Acoſta ſpend many yeares in thoſe parts? A pe. 
rilous Plea | Wha ever, I beſeech you mentioned either Faſt or Welt? I ſpeake of the Indies As dns 
| 1 Zn common. ſo did bis Pcilarmine from whom I cited this , Claruit etiam in Indiis omtli | za! bb.4-0.14: 
genzre miraculorum , &c. Here i not one of the Indies mentioned , but both or either , If 
| both lived in the Indies , though not in one Towne , in one Country , in one Indic ; wherein | 
have ? offended , whiles ſpeaking of the Inaies in general, I ſaid that Kavier and Acoſta 
lived there > Yet thi is one lye (he ſaith ) and that ſo long 4 one, as that us reacheth as farre 
45 it is from the Faſt to the Weſt, from the Artick ts the Antartick Pole; wherein 1 doubt 
D | rot but your reverences will eaſily marke the 5kill of this learned Coſmographer. Some parts | 
of thoſe inſtanced Indies differ not ſo farre , not to ſpeake of the ſmall ſlrait of Anian, the 
mentioned Region of Mexico is not above foureſcore degrees from Japan : E:ther your con- 
flruitivn muſt favour him, or elſe this muſt goe into the Booke of over- ſights. 

The ſecond lye is that Acoſta pulled Bellarmine Ly the ſleeve in this aſſertion, as if hee | 
denyed thoſe Eaſterne Miracles, which he clſewhere confeſſeth, Indeed, this ſawcineſſe were 
| |dangeroms: The red Hat ( you ſay ) « fellow to a Crowne, But ſha 1 confeſſe where 1erred ? 
| | My dak bead could uot conceive that God ſhould be the God of the Mountains , and not of the 
| ]Yaltys, of ths Faſt Indies, not of the Welt ; and yet be the Teſuites God inbath : Eſþe- 
cially , ſnce the reaſon that Toſeph Acoſta fetches from the perſons ( which ſhould bee the FO Og: 
ſnbje@t of thoſe Wonders) holds as equally for both Indies , 45 ar Almanack maae for the |"; al db s.. 
E | CAteridian of one Citie , ſerveth the Neighbours, EE i 

Hitherto then the prologue of my infamous falſhoods , ſuch , as if all my Writings, could | 
have afforded any equally hainous , theſe had never beene choſen out to grace the front of hy | 
Detection ; There muſt needs be much terrour in the ſequel, | | | 
The reſt of this florme fals upon our learned Profeſſor ,D. Collins ; one of the prize 0r- | 
| naments of our Cambridge ; the partnerſhip of whoſe unjuſt diſgrace death not a little hear- 
ten my unwortbineſſe. T he world knewes the eminency of that mans Learning , Wit, 1 wdge- 
ment, Eloquence : His workes praiſe him enough in the Gate : Tet this Matepert Corner- 
creeper doth ſo baſelywilifie him for ignorance , ſibineſſe, pratling , ruſticitie, lying ,45 if in 
theſe onely he were matchle(ſe. Indeed whom oth the aſper ſion of that foule hand forbcare ? 
Vitinum eſt hominum alios viles facere. I appeale to all rhe Tribunals of Learning tho- 
row the World , whether all Doway have yeclaed gripes to that mans Pen : "we | 
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17 This Booke \ the * coniured down his Caco-DEmMM Johannes , that he never dares to A 
| of Docrr ol perl ag qd pt heather his Ephatha be not ſo powerfull , that if his Ad. | 


lopke backe into the light againe : w 
C.x-fallly inf | "RET; ; 
nuxceth to | Verſarie were avy otherwiſe deafe the 


# the blocke which he warſhips , : tat? png care 
= in Gan» 1. >"F to brare that Kings ſhould not dye, or perhaps , that they whoſe 
peefed All on Oe” ls Fo by any other then anointed fingers z, The ſentence of Fa 
Srarioners | | 7 reſui 145 both de Fafto and de jure , of depoſing and murdering Kings , now 
| ſhops can Cone | Carajpall an Teſut 65 . Ariſe. Pete kill : 
vince him of a | py, 1, vue way; Only we may reade a farre off in capitall Letters, Arile, Peter, kill & cate: | 
1ye : Nothing - F L ts AY with ſhame enough. I will not ſo much wrong that worthy Provoſt , & 
| ever £al8 from | 175 ROPITer 0 1. rather Ileavethe ſuper fluitic of this malice to the ſcourge of that 
| charLeumned | 2p qyticipare Dir quarrett; r Il ſnart and bleed ſo well, that h 
prey hout | Zler hand ; from whom 1 doubt noe but C.E. en jm Op vas Oy 


ſpare the labour of making himſelfe bis owne whipping flocke 0n Good Friay. 
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lef]y. Stich cleare Beames of Truth ſhine in the face of thoſe Scriptures, rhat all the | 


| a Jefuite have. once medled with a Scripture , all Pens ,all Tongnes arc barred from | 


MARIED CLERGIE, 


maintained, &c. | 
| 
T he firſt Booke. POP 
a PEI 7 OT 7 FEY RW NG Ta ET 

SE ET. 1 

JEither my Charitie, nor my Leiſure, nor my Readers Patience;will 

| allow me to follow my DereCtor , in all is Extravagancies, nor to 

| change idle words of Contumely with a Babbjer. His twelve' firſt 


Paper. - ; 

after thoſe waſte flonriſhes , his thirteenth Page begins to ftrike ; wherein hee 
chargeth me with odious baſenefſe, and inſufficiencie, in borrowing all my proofes 
from Bellarmines Objcctions,difſembling their Solutions. The Man were hard driven, 
that would go to borrow of an Enemy. If all my proofes be fore-alledged and fore- 
anſwered by his Fellarmine ; to. what purpoſe hath this Trifler blurred ſo nuch 
Paper ? There ( hee faith) ſhall the Reader ſee all my Scriptures anſwered, the Do- 
arine of Devils explicared ; there, that other , Ler him bee the Husbund of one Wife , | 
and Mariage.s honorable : Anfwered indeed ; but as hee faid (1m 2vixhors ) anfiwer- | 
Cob-web Vayles of a Jeſuites ſubtiltie cannot obſcure them © © 

Their very Citation confures their Anſwer. And where had we this Law ; That if | 


ever alledging it? If Saran have miſcited the Plalme (Hee jhall give his Arigels charge} 
over thee) for Temptation, may not we make ule of it , fot the comfort;of Protecti- 


{ 


Declanmationes 
arbitſorum 


opera, otioſorum | 


ctb ſunt, Sal, 
E xt, 


Cruttas. 


place. 


Refat.þ.136 


P;oftituta tle | 


* The partici» 
lars of tliis Hi- | 
ſtorie ke ſhall 4 


receive in due 


| 


on ? Briefely, let my Cavilter know. that it is not the frivolous illtiſtort of atly thaf-" | 
fling Jeſuite, thar can drive'us from the firme Bulwarke of the holy Scriptures, In! 
this, they are clearely ours, after all pretences of Solution ( as lee fhill-well teele} 

in the Sequel) and ſhall ſecure ns againſt all humane Oppoſition, Before the'diſqui-? | 
ſition whereof, fomewhar muſt of force bee pretnifed ; concerning the ſtare of onir | | 
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The Honour of the eMaried (lergie.  L.; 


1 le I © 


miſtaken me. and himſelfe ; I muſt tell my DereGtor ; Thar all his tedious 
his whole Scope is to diſprove the ſingle life of Catholike Prieſts, and thereby to 0pPugne ogr 
Dottrine in that behalfe ) upon which conceit , hee runnes into a large proofe of the 
ſtrong Obligation of Vowes , the neceſlitie of their Obſeryation, the penaltie ang 
danger of their Violation , the prayſe of Virginitie, the poſlibilitie of keeping it; 


» 


and upon this very ground builds hee the tottering wall of his whole enſuing Con- 


1 futation : in ſo much, as (pag. 130. ) he ſayes, That Mariage all times, without contrar 


Injunftion,was lawfull, is not denyed; nor will it be proved in hafte, Thut Prieſts, or fach 
45 had vowed the contrary , might uſe that libertie : and we ſay not , that Virginity is vig. 
lently to bee impoſed on any , for it commeth by free election ; out where the Vow i free, the 
Tranſgreſiion is damnable. Thus he. COEEEY 

Now let all indifferent eyes ſee, wherher the onely drift of mine Epiſtle bee not 
to juſtifie our Mariage, not to improve their Singlenefle ; ro defend thElawfulneſſe 
of the Mariages of our Clergie, not to juſtifie the Mariages of the Rowyſh; to plead 
for the mariage of our Ecclefaaſtiques, not of Popiſh Votaries. 

In expreſſe tearmes, I diſ-avowed it. The intervention of a Vow makes a new 


| ſtare, Let Bal plead for himſelfe. What is it to me, if the Rowiſh Clergie may not 


be Husbands?or if;according to the French Proverbe,they have a Lawnot to marry, 
and a Cuſtome not to live chaſte ? Let it bee their care whom it concernes; onely 1 
will have leave to ſpeake for our owne. Neither did I ever derogate onghe from 


er SOLAR 


WW Here, that all Readers nay ſee , how learnedly my wiſe Adverſarie hath | 


_—_— 


A 


| 


ſacred Virginitie, or lay it levell (whether abſolutely ,or in all circumſtances) with 
holy Matrimonie ; neither did I ever conceive of an impoſltbilitte of Continence in 
ſome perſons : Take away theſe three Grounds , ( which I utterly diſclaime before 
God and Men) together with his petufant Railings , and 1dle Excurſions ; and what 
is become of the Volume of my great Adyerſarie? Thoſe three vaſt Paragraphes 
are ſhrunke into ſo few ſheers of Paper,that a Mouſe may as foone runne away with 


| his booke as with his god. 


My Maſters of Poway,If ye be the Superiours,under whoſe permiſſion this worthy 
Worke ſees the light; for ſhame keepe up your laviſh Unthrifts of good rime,$& ſend 
us fuch Antagoniſts, as may not-faine Occaſions to empty their Note-Bookes. One 
daſh of a Penne might thus juſtly anſwer the moſt part of his bloughtie Volume ; 
whercin,like a drunken Man, he makes a fray with his owne ſhadow,$ like an idle 
Whelpe, runnes away after his owne Sterne. Bur, that he may not complame to bee 


|caſt off roo contewptuouſ]y , he ſhall receive a faire account of Particulars. 


Fay SECT. 111, 
[f | ? He Theme of my Epiſtle is plainely no other, then our Mariage cenſured, he 


—_—— 
TE ———_—— CO —— qa_ 


— 
p———_ dl. cd. 


| anſwers, of Theirs. I would there were fach cauſe of familiaritie and entire- 
 ® neſſe, thatwhat is ſaidof one, might agree to bath : Bur the world knowes 
'we are two. It I ſay our Clergie is heartily loyall to their King; will he ſtraight take 
t-of theirs?If, that our Clergy is willingly ſabje& ro more then the direftive Power 
of their Soveraigne,will he challenge this to theirs ? The very Point which I pur- 
polely declined, he followes in hot chaſe. Zwen moderate Papifts (they are the words 
[of my Epiſtle.) will grans 4 free, becauſe not bound by Vow not ſo farre as theſe old Ger- 


4 


. |\nanes pro poſſe. e7 noſſe : And yet all my DeteGtors refuration ſtill drives at the ſup- 


{Poſition of a Vow, Whar have we to do with Vorarics? Our Clergie is free, whether 
as Clergie , or as ours : Firft, as perſons Fccleſiaſticall ( qua tales ) For holy Orders; 
whether as orders , Or as holy, are no hinderances of Matrimonie, as Cardinall Ca- 
jeiaz truly ,and with him., the whole Schoole. That which may bee prerended 


vor Impediment,s either a Vow atinexed, or an Eccleſiaſticall Statute. 
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diſconrſe-ſits beſide the Cuſhion : For thus he writes of m y Epiltle (jo 2s | | 
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gc nth. yen, 


Y WOW —— PREY 1 
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| Lis. 1. be Honour of the Maried (lergie, | 689. | 
A| »As for the Vow.it is fo far from beingefſentiall tohol _ 


: l y Orders;as that it is made | Þ 6-417; 50 | | 
by « ſome learned Papiſts a difference betwixt the Obligation of their Religious, &: So I. j 


their Prieſts; That their Religious are bound by a ſolemne Vow to ſingle life in the pr-yor ke 
very mtrinſecall nature of their Profeſſion;their Prieſts onely by a Church Conſtity- © 2:um. pow.” 


' NEAUHn., Dom. 


tion,withour Vow.And thoſe that go further with cheir famous Cardinal, and teach, | $9977: 1-4.4e \\084E Þ 
That it is expreſly forbiddento Biſhops,toordaineany,withour the promiſe offingle | © | Wl .|Þ 
life, ground this but upon an Epiſtle of Pope Gregory 4, a late and weake foundation, | <4: Cajcran. WE i 
and belides hold,that their Vow is but ſemi-ſolemne,and accidenrally incident into | 21-4e Cefte. 


pag n + adkContred,. [0KT # 
this Profeſſion : for ſo much as here is neither a dire& Exhibirionof the Body to | 4a} ca lt! 


this purpoſe in the Offerer, nor a dire& Conſecration to this end in the Admitter, _—— 
both which make up the ſolemnity of the yow : upon which reaſon, according to dey, c<. 


deVoto, &c. 
B | them,a Religious Order,becauſejr yeelds over the Body untoan eſtate repugnant to | 7 profiends | 
Matrimony,doth oft ſelfe in it ownenarure,both hinder Mariage,and nullifie ir;not | 3, 0 


: : a ; C215, quam iOct- 
{o the Eccleliaſticall. To which we may adde.Thar according to their own* Doors, | pierd/irian 


Solemnitie and Simphicitie make no difference of the Vow before God. though be- propa Clerhs 
fore the Church. A diſtinction tooflight, roo newly upſtart, to overturne an ancient | 
and well grounded Inſtitution. Neither need wee any bertter,or other proofe of the | 4 257. 28.64. 


. g . © 6 had P / T att f : 
inconnex1on of this Vow with holy Orders, then that of their own Dominicus a Soto, | r9.4.. : 
f Non es de eſcentia Sacerdoris.efc.It is not of the efſence of a Prieſt(ſaith he) to keepe | Cajet.ubi ſypre. 


fingle:for that the Grecian Clergie are permitted even by the Roman Church to con- | ©9348 Ge. | 
tinue in the eſtate of Mariage.Whatcan be more cleare? If there were a neceffary & | e alam. im. 
inſeparable connexion of a vowed Conrinency, with holy Orders, then wou!d nor, COR. 
C | neither could the Romane Church acknowledge a true Prieſthood,whereit finds con- | 15.4.0 | 


. . A . R A K Has Cx [0 la 
] | jugall Society. Theiract of allowance tothe Grecke Church, implyes a faire indepen- | conftituriune tie | 


| dency oftheſe two,which ſome of their clamorous Clients plead to have indivilibly | = Gato 
coupled. Soas now all the ſtrength of this neceſſary Cel:bate is reſolved into the po- +7» wire? 
wer ofa Church ſtatute; and of what Church, but the Rowan? All other Churches in — ipſo Eve 
the World,as of Armenia, Grecia,Syria, Ethiopia, Ruſfia, the Georgians, eve. allow the 11 lt” 


10714 064MIKIN 


conjunction of Miniſterie,and Mariage:and are fofarre from requring a Vow of ne- conditars;Ge. 
ceflarie Continencie,that they rather erronioufly prerequire a neceſlity of Mariage |; 


' Pinadi mu; 


intheperſons tobe ordained. ſabes, & fo. 
Itis onely the Church of's Rome, the great and imperious Miſtrefſe of the World, ra tex 
that impoſesthe yoke of this Vow.,upon her Vaſſalls. Impoſes it bur ad /ib:tum: ; {oas OE 
D | her great Paramour (in whoſe vaſt Boſome thar whole Church lyes) may diſpenſe | Simplex vow | 
with it as he liſts. Heare that irrefutable diſcourſe of Cardinal Cajeta:His words bcare | ap#d Dei on 


 Hntus obligat 


weight, andare notunworthy the eyes ofmy Reader. Therefore (faith he) ſince rhe | quanſolenne. 
Pope may at his pleaſure looſe the Bond of that Statute, it followes neceſſarily, that if a Prieſt On _ 
of the Weſterne Church ſhall marry by the Popes leave, without any reaſonable canſe, that| © 

ſach Mariage of his is a true Mariage,and the parties maried are true Husband and Wife, | None} def: 


. » 6's 7 . . . 6 ta Screrdo. | 
and their Iſſue truely legitimate, although in ſo marying, both the parties ſhould ſinne mor- jy any wn | 
tally.in doing this aft againſt the Vow of Chaſtity without a reaſonable, or at leaſt a probable| rater, quardo- 


ON ' , - . 19 b; ' Mind G74 
cauſeof their ſo licenſing, and conſequently , neither ſhould the Pope himfelfe bee excuſed Yxnged- ron 


from mortal ſin: But if there be any reaſonable cauſe of diſpenſing with this vow of Chaſt uy; ;4Linaje,. 
thenthe party thus marying, and diſpenſed with, may both ſafely marry, and live in Mari- mittuntur in 


| E | «ge. And hereupon it appeares, That ſince area onable cauſe of diſpenſing with ths V ow. pri ha acre 
of Chaſtity, may bee not onely the publike Viilitie, whether Civill or Eccleſtafticall, bur any | Don:Set.l.7.6e 
other greater good then the obſerving of that Chaſtity, 1t juſtly followes, that the Pope not $659 ON 


oely may but with a ſafe Conſcience may diſpence with a Prieſt of theWefterne(or Roman) | 3,0ca.r,, 
Church, that he may marry, even beſides the cauſe of a publike benefit. Anatherefore the | Vertomannus 
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determination of ſome hath beene too preſum pruous in aff irming, That abſolutely and with- cpm I 
out ſuch cauſe the Pope cannot diſpenſe : whereas (as wee have ſhewed) the Pope may doe it in Indi and 
without any cauſe though in ſo doing he ſhould ſinne , and with any reaſonable cauſe, with- £0 "io | 
out ſin:and in both, the Matrimony ſtands firme. Thus he. | Turbide Roma ' | 

| : BY cler et accedas, 
Perf: g Ferre flatuts, nts wniterſals, ſed Latine. Efperc.l,1.de Cont.c.t 5: Tacireo cur ſunans Pontifes poſſi ad bbithmnE&c; Crfet, Opp. 
ae Caſtitate.Dubia cauſa. | | 
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h Sedes clewen- 
£1/ſima-quce wml 
deeſſe conſutvit, 
dummodo alb; 
eliquid vel rubet 
mntercedat. 
Matth. Pars. 
Alzus abuſies eft 
in diſpenſatont- 
016 cu78 Conſth- 
tutis 38 SAC, 


Ord. &c. 


1 Concil. Seleft. 

| Card. 

4 St Sacerdotes 
01 maturd dt 
liberatione ſe 
aſftrinxerunt, Vi 
deat Rom Pont. 
qua arca hec 

| ſolet diſpenſare 
quad jit agendum 
18 particularib.y 
| Mart. Pereſus, 
&<c. 

k His votis aftit- 
F145 , n0a poteſt 
Matrimonum 
abſque Diſpenſa- 
| toue 77u7e,qua— 
vis vehementi;}t- 
ms Carms ſtints 
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Words that neede neither Paraphraſe , nor Intorcement. And how b uſuall the | A 
practice of this Diſpenſation hath beene ( that wee may not reſt onely in Specula- 
tion ) appeares enough by the ingenuons complaint of their i ſeleCted Cardinalls,to 
Paul the Third. Who cry downe the abule of thoſe over-frequent Grants , which 
they ſhould not have yeelded , but upon publicke and weighty cauſes ; eſpecially 
( fay they) in theſe times, wherein the Lutherans arge this matter with fo much wehe- 
mence. Neither is it long fince our kind Apoſtate M. Carter gave us here in Znzland, 
( from bigger men then himſelte ) an overture of the likelihood of this liberall DiC. 
penfation, from his holy Father of Rome , upon the conditions of our re-ſubje&ion, 
Would we therfore bur ſtoope to kiſfe the Carbuncle of that ſacred Toe, our Clergie | 
might as well conſiſt with holy Wedlocke , as the Grec/ay. Oh, the grofſe mockery | 
of Soules , not more ignorant , then credalous ! Will is Holinefle diſpenſe with vs | B 
for our ſfinne? Wee can bee diſpenſed with at home for his diſpenfation. Ir is their | 
Sorrow.,that the World is growne wiſer , and findes Heaven nolefle neere to Dower. 
Clif, then to the Seven-hulls. 

And ere wee leave this point, it 1s very conſiderable, what may bee a reaſonable 
cauſe of this Diſpenſation : For thoſe very * Jeſaites , which hold the power of this | | 
Vow ſuch, That the vehementeſt rentations and foiles of the fleſh may not berelieved | 
with an arbitrary Matrimonie, ſince the matter of this Vow 1s ſo importanr.& caries 
ſo much danger in the violarion.as that it 15not to bee left tothe powerof a private 
eG though morally certaine)) whether Matrimomie ( all things confidered): 

ee in this particular expedient ( for that may bee fit for a man as a fingular perſon, 
which 15 not fir for him as part of the communitie ) yet they grant, that rhis ex- | C 
treme perplexednefle and violence of carnall motions, 1s a juſt cauſe of diſpenſa- | | 
tion. What need wee more ? Though ſome ! Cafwits bee more favourable , and 


lis urgeatur,&c. | 
Saxch. lib. 4 de | = 


| Matrim. Imped. | 
. Diſþ. 7 lo 

. 

} Authoritas ſuyee 

$ 170ris diſpenſan- 


rant that in fuch caſes wee may not onely allow , but perſwade Matrimonie to the 
perplexed Votary: As Cardinall ® _Aeneas gylvins (who was never lefſe Pims , then 
when hee was P:#-) gives this hearty adviſe to his friend Tohn Freynd , a Reman 
Prieſt, that hee ſhould (notwithſtanding his Orders ) helpe himſelfe by Mariage; 


| ths Expetrada eft. 
regula Dottorum 


Cajetani, ntmiris 
quando ez qui 
volt , Coſtat alt- 
| quad efſe relius 
 prelerita Uoti 
| materia , poſſe 
| propria authori- 


Communis #84 | Jawfull and fpirituall authority over us , ſhall have thought good , upon this reaſo- 
& nominatia | nable caule , to give a generalitie of diſpenſation to all fach of our Clergie , as ſhall 


yet the former will ſerye our turne. If therefore thoſe ſuperious , which have all 


not, after all careful and ſerious indeyours, find themſelves able to containe ; al- 
lowing them by theſe lawfall remedies to quench thoſe impure flames : What can | D 
any Jeſuit or Deyill except againſt this? This is ſimply the cleare caſe of them whoſe 
cauſe I maintaine. : 


And yet further. Pat the caſe this had not beene ; if withour the thought of any 


| tate reced>re. 


, 


lib. 7. de Irapeds 
 Diſ. 


| l Ange! Matr.3, 

 Imped. 5. in fue 
| Ved CUYRI par. 

ſpec. art. 1 5. 

m </£7.Syl.epift. 

307. © 

So Benedidt 1 2. 
gave Dilpenſa- 
tion to Petrarch 


—_ 
= 


Paima, to mar. 
ty his Lawa 
| | 

( tos neere 
him in blood, 
| as it Is 
| thought ) and 
ex uberiore gra- 


| bs poſe lib. 3+ 


re. | Romiſh Diſpenſation, the ® Faſterne Church never held it needfull to require the 
Saxch. de Matr. | 


Archdeaconef | it done by either. Neither is it more worth my Readers note, then my Adverſaries 


> 
fie , that hee ſhould keepe all his Promotions,and receive yet more, on condition, thar the ſaid Benedif might have the uſe of 

i Petrarchs fifter,”Matth. Par ker. Deſenf. of Pr. Marr, ex Faſciculo Temp. & Platina , & vita Petrarche , &c. n Occidextalis ( non Orientals ) 
| Eccleſia caftitatis obzulit cotian in Diſt. 31. © Vid. poſiea Epiſt. Girard. Eboracenſ. Arch. ad Anſelm. Hwntingd. Fabian. Polidor. V9! 


Vow of {ſingle life in the Miniſters of the Altar, ( they know the words of their own 
| Gloſſe)why ſhould not our Church challenge the fame immunity , for (thar from the 
general confideration of Eccleſiaſtiques , as ſuch , we may turne our eyes to our Ec- 
cleſiaſtiques in ſpeciall) no Church under heayen kept it ſelfe more free from the 
bondage of thoſe ryrannous Impoſitions ? 

The © Clergie of this Tland, from the beginning , never offered any ſuch Vow, 
the Biſhops never required it, for more (if any credit bee due to Hiſtories) then | E 
a thoufand yeeres after Chriſt.The great Champion of Reme, Maſter Harding , Was 


driven to ſay, They did it by a becke, if not by a Dien-gerd, bur could never prove 


indignation , that the wiſe Providence of God ſo pleaſed to contrive it of old, 4s | 
that from the beginning of the firſt converſion of this happy Iland, it rather con- 
ſpired with the Greeke Church, then with the Reman: After the Grecraw account WE: 
kept our Eaſter, infomuch , as Beda tells us, that Pope 1s the Fourth ( about the | 
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yeare 


A 


! 


[ L L'B. I. p The Honour of the Maried Clergie. ERR I 


2 


— — 


NI" CES 


A 


=O” CO 8£ ——— 


yeare 637.) was faine to require of the Englifh,that they would keepetheir Pa [ch af 


ter the Romane faſhion , a difference(asit wasthentaken) of no ſmall Importance. | 


The ſtory of S. Aidanus and Colmannus, may be herein an abundant witnefſe - And 


for the Britans, Beds left them in the Cloze, both of his Lit iftory : 
Greece, looſe from Rome. Ef ” 1s Lite and Hiſtory ; faſt to 


Centuries of yeares)withour the ſcandal, without the contradition of the Chriſtian 
World; fo as now wee are but repoſſeſſed of the ancient right of our Forefathers 
which the interpoſition of the Remyſh tyranny, for a while, injurioufly debarred.Our 
Adverfaries have wont to brand us for the uncharitable cenfares of our Forefathers 
and can they thinke the ſucceſſions of many Generations fo faithleſſe,that they made 
folemne Vowes, tor noother purpoſe, but only to breake them ? It was the queſtion 
ofthe richand precious Tewel/of England, to which his Hardie Adverfary had never 
the face to reply. My Retfuters forehead is ſtronger,with a weaker wit; Lethim try 
here the power of his andacitie. And if the ChurchofthisTland, in the dayes ofher 
forced ſervitude to the Roman See, maintained this liberty (as wee prove 1n the ſe. 
quell) and derived it to poſterity, how much more free ſhall itbeforus torenue and 
injoy 1t, after the juſt excuſſhion of rhat ſervile yoke ? 

Let now C. E.goe waſt good houres, and marre cleane Paper in diſproving the 


T hames 1s tOTiber : What 1s this but ro mocke the Reader,andabuſe himfſelfe?How 
much wiſer tshe growne in the proceſſeof his diſcourſe, where hee grants our Mari- 
age, and demies our Clergie?from which weake and witleſſe Hold.if we beathim not 
in the dueplace, we ſuffer not enough from thatrude Hand. 


mn — 


—— _— —_ 


SacCT. LITE. 


Povig then hitherto deteed no error, no ignorance but his owne; he now de- 
ſcends tountruths, and finds here ſo many miſtakings, lyes, falfifications, that a 
Reader would wonder by what Arr I could conch ſo many of the in fo ſmal a roome; 


———— 


ere I have done, theſe ſhall appeare to be but the fictions of a patſionate fugitive, the 
Man ſhall be cooler, I ſhall be innocent, and my Reader ſhall fay, that if that fore- 
head hadnot beene ſooft crofled, it could not have had fo little ſhame. 

My firſt untruth 1s, that T avouch S. Pai to call the ſingle life of Prieſts, A Do- 


life of his Prieſts. What can we make of this ? That ſingle lite is a DoGrine ? If not 
truth, yet let him learne to ſpeake ſenſe. Butthat he may not alwayes refute what1 
never affirmed; I muſt ghefſe at what he meant : He would elude this charge,with 
that ſtale ſhift, worne out with the Pens of his Predeceffors, that Saint Paul 15 tobee 
umderſtood according to Theodorer, of thoſe which call Mariage execrable : accor- 
ding to Saint 4»ſtiz, that ſay, Mariage is evill,and ofthe Devills making : according 
to Clemens Alexandrinus, Otthoſe that abhorre Mariage : Of Manichees, and other 
Heretikes, as «Ambroſe and Epiphaniws, from which Catholikes are ſ6 farre that they 
approve it for 4 Sacrament. | 

Firſt, the words of Saint Paul.are (win jaws) forbidding to marry, not con- 
demning Mariage. Then, we know well, what the Tacians, Ebronites, Encratites,Mon- 
taniſts, Marcionites, Manichees, Adamites, and 4 poſtoliques held of Matrimonie. The 
Apoſtlebrands them here : But what?Them only?Whiles he condemnes them, doth 
he free thoſe that partake with them?The A& is one, Forbiddace of Mariage;:whether 
ro ſome. or to more,or toal,S. Paul expreſles nat: The numbet doth not vary the qua» 


 liry.And ifone be a part of all;then to condemne Mariage m'ſome one kind of Men; 
can 


EI—_ 


| After the Grecian forme we celebrated the Sacrament of Baptiſme. Aﬀer the Gre- | 
cian Liberty wee continued the Mariages of perſonsEccleſiaſticall (throngh ſo many 


Mariage of Romzſh Votaries; and in the meane time come asneere my queſtion, as | 


and might verily thinke that I could out-ly the Legends,and outjuggle a Jeſuir. Bur | 


&rine of Devills. Reader, is my deteor awake ? I ſaid, rhat to maintaine the un- | 
lawfulneſſe of the Mariage of the Miniſter ofGod,is,according to Saint Paul, A Do- | 
&rine of Devills, and now he would perfwade the World, I ſaid thus of the ſingle | 
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Otject, 
eAnſr, 

Be ye Holy. 
All thingy are 
cleane to the 
cleanc! 

p Inno. Exupe- 


j 710 Toloſ. Eprſe. 


Epiſt.z-c. 7. D1ſt. 
$2. Propoſrſtr. 
q Ead.Diſt.c. 
Plarimos ad Ht- 
merits Tarraca, 
Epilt.r. 

Semot e 14171791:0 
differenttam 
perverfs nom 
Conmuh:J,unam 
eandemqrze i Cn 
effeciſti Adwltery 
& conJug!), 

| Laur.Valla, ca- 
on Fccl. Later. 

L 1.deYolupt. 
rLYx6rum aut 
QHAariariunegue? 
feminarit mil 


| daſocictate, & 


execrabili conta- 
gione rurpart, 
Conc.ToL. 8.0.5» 


ſ Vide Regiſt. 


| Eccl. 71807men- 


7s, poſtza. 1.3. 

t Efſendo 7! ma- 
trio un ftato 
Carnate : 
Pleaded in the 
Cormncell of 
Trent Hiſt. 
Concil p.662. 

u Averuſt.de 


uslt Den. 
* Refict. p. 19. 


| 


| Hereſ.cd Quaod- 


Refat. p.19.20. 


| whoſeemes purpoſely to decipher our Romaniſts by theſe lines ; For, having 1m- 


| nefſe, out of Omnia mrndamundy ;, of Contamination.with carnall concupiſcence > 
' Was itnot his owne Pope ? 1unocentize ? Who was he thar interpreteth of Mariage, 


 citias immundas) filthy beaſtlineſſe > Was it not his' Saint Dunſtan and Ofwald? [et 


| well wonder at theſe two extreames in one doErine:and ſtudy mvaine how the ſame 


£20 E.na, x | ehing ſhonld be Sacred ina Ceremonious inchoation, and m the reall confummation 


| morally impure; how a Sacrament ſhould bee incompatible with a facred Perſon : 


| rector adde,* That with Saint Chryſoſtome and Saint Auſtin they do but compare mari- 


| Wives and Children (allowing them indifferently with others a married eſtate) het 


1 


canitbeother then the rtaking of an univerſall condemnarion of it? This then-on= 7 
ly he hath gained, that ſome others have beene deeper in this evill then themſelyes, 


' But our Apoſtle ſpeakes ofthem which condemne M ariage as evillinit ſclfe. 
We take what he gives:No mans mouth ſhall condemne my Retuterbur his owne. 
What was he that accuſed Mariage of Vnholinefſe, out of Sari eflote; of unclean. 


the Text Rom.$.8. Thoſe that arein the fleſh cannit pleaſe Goa, that called the marieg 
Man,nolefſe thenthe Whoremonger, Sectatorem libidinum, Pr eceptorem Vitiorum, 
A follower of Luſt ,a teacher of Vice, thatſaid Mariage was « looſing the reynes to Luxury 
an inhiation after obſcene laſts? was it not his Pope 1Szr1c1us, the firſt Founder (if we 
may beleeve their now-defaced Glofſe) of forced Contmnency ? 

Whowas it that called Mariage a aefiling with uncleane ſociety, andexecrable cont a. 
gion > Was it not his Councell of * T oleao ? Who was it that called Mariage (Spur. 


himconſtrue this, and then tell me,what ir is (if this be not) 79 condemne Mariage os 
tevill.Yet more,his owne example ſhall convince him: Hepleads out of Saint Auſlin, 
that this text, amongſt others,intends toſtrike at the Manichees;now,the Manichees 
allowed Mariage totheir Auditors, that 1s ( Analogically) their Laity; forbad it to 
their E/edi.that is.,their Clergy ; So farre approoving it in their laick-Clients, that | 
no. modeſt Penne may write * whence they ferched their Sacramentall Bread:Either 
then the Manichees muſt be excluded, or Papiſts muſt be taken in tor company into 
this do&rine of Devils. It is true, they miſſ-call Mariage a Sacrament; Soas wee rray 


Theſe Sphyngian Riddles arefor better Heads: With what Brow then can my De- | 


az: they ave not condemne it ; Onely teaching Mariage to be good, Virginity better; 
with 7«/2catizs not fo comparing Virginity to Corne, that they count Mariage | 
Cockle? In this where ſhould they findeany adyerfary ? Butif Luxury, Filthinefle, 
Uncleannefſe,Contagion,Beaſtlineſle,Viee, Obſcenity,be the ſtiles of good,wee can 
well allow them to the honour of C, Zs, Virginity, and are content our Mariages 
ſhould paſſe for eyill. | 


% 
hb —— 


SE.C T. V. 


Y fecond vntruth (he faith) is, That I make the ſingle Life of Prieſts the 
brand of Antichriſtianiſme. Shameleſſe mouth ! Where did I ever fay 10? 
My words are ; Were it yot for this opinion,the Charch of Rome wonld want one 

evident brand of her CAmichriſtianiſme. The life is one thing, the opinion another. 
Single life is good;the opinion of the neceſlity of ſingle life, and the unlawfulneſſc 
of the Maried, is Antichriſtian. What can be more plaine? yet this wilfullſlanderer 
tels the world,that I make the profeſſion of Continencie,Antichriſtian: Whereas we 
doe willingly profeſſe, that true profeſſion of true Continencie is truly laudable;that 
the forcible impoſition of it, as neceſſary to fome ſtate of men, favours ſtrongly of 
that Manof fin : Now let my Reader judge, whoſe untruths my Adyerfary hath hi- 
therto derected. 


|  Neithercan Teate that word of mine, unlefſe T would renounce the Apoſtle 3 


 mediately before deſcribed the condition of Biſhops, and Deacons, with thei! 


preſently (as foreſeeing that Point which would bee moſt ſubject to contradiftion) 
forerels,that the ſeducing ſpirits of. Antichriſtianiſine would forbid mariage; 0d 


this |. 
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|turne it.) inthe laſt Times ; and that by-them , which ſhall ſpeake ly 


then ſecret diflimulation: - - 
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SSC Pri bo YEN Cake Wy Tk. 
FF N vaine therefore doth my Refurer brig in S. Pal, as-an abetter of his forced 
| | Contmencie; whiles he faith of yoriger Widowes , that When they \hdwe begun to 
| E'wax wanton againſt Chriff.,they will marry', having damnation, becauſe they have for- 
ſaken their firſt faith. In which place (boulted before to the Bran by many Contro- 
verſers ) mine Adverſaric hath learned of his Be/larmine , to triumph above meaſure. 


the Fathers , Lhad thoughr Fhad readin holy * Athanaſius, Ye vobis qui primam fidem 
baptiſmi celitas inſlitutam irritam facitis', Wae to you that make waid the firſt faith of 
Baptiſme ordained from heaven. Thad thought 7 Hicrome had ſomewhere ſaid, They 
| are not worthy of beliefe , which have voided their firſt beliefe, Marcion I meane and Bafi- 

lides; whom yet I never found condemned for the breach of any Vow of Conti- 
nence. I had thought, the Author ofthe Interlineary Gloſſe ; would not have crofſed 
| all rhe Fathers, in expoundingit, Fidem Baptiſm ;, The faith of Baptiſme', which is 


other, which-hee imagines a Vow of continned Viduiie , it was neither Faish nor 
Firſt , let him inſtance(if hee can ) where our Apoſtle takes Faith for a Vow. Ra- 

ther,as if he meant toexpound his owne word in this very Scripture, and this occafj- 

on, he cleeres this doubt, whiles he ſpeakes of the willfully improyident Man,thathe 

| hath denyed the Faith, and is worſe then an infidel ; and now in the ſzme Context, 
he ſpeakes of theſe perverted Widdowes that they have for ſaken the Faith. 

Much leffe isit the Firſt, whether in Time, or Dignitie: For, they could not have 
beene Church-Widowes, if not Chriſtians; and they could not bee Chriſtians , if 
they ſhould have valued the Vow 'of their widowhood abvye the vow of their 
| Chriſtendome ; yea, fo farre was this from the firſt Vow ( if 1t had beene one) 
as that it was the laſt of all; for according to them, their firſt Faith maſt bec to 
cheir Husband , their ſecond to Cak1sT , in their initiation to Religion ; their 


—_ 


_— 


ground bur this one ambiguity. Chryfoffome indeed calls it (ardwhu) pattum: ;, a 
couenant ; but what covenant , or with whom, he expreſſes not ; whether of Chri- 
ſtianity, or of Widowhood , or of Miniſtration ; Some of the others that followed 
him, ſpake according to the Glofſe which the corrupt conceit gf the Times had ſet 
on him. - \ Os | | | 
p- But what need my Refuter ſtand npon particular Authors ( he ſayes) when hee 
may bring 214. Biſhops, all ſitting in Councell at Carthage, all agreeing in this expo- 
ſition , poynting us to the fourth Councell of Carthage ? ( Canope ult.) His Grattan, 
had wont to tell us , ( for the more Grace )that it was in the third Conncell of Car- 
thage, Can. 4. Now he is taught to change this note ; So doth C. E. with his Bins, 


neither ; The very ſtile and manner of diſcourſe ſo different from the reſt of thoſe 


| briefe Canans; and the faſhion of rhoſe Times, cary in it open likelihood of Ba- 


ſtardie : It was an cafie fraud topatch it to the endof thoſe Canons; neither (which 
learned Iwniws tainght me firſt to obſerve) is it found among the Greeke zrhen which 
there cannot be a worſe figne.' Rey; TT vr Fen 

But that I may at once anſwer his vaunt of Antiquitie, and ſtop the month of this 


this hee forepropheſies'ſhall bee done in the latrer, or (as their Vulgar and Rhemiſts | wy 
| ALE -,99" rage lf esin hypocrifie. 
| Neither of which can ſo.exadtly agree to thoſe firſt Heretikes; who, as.they were. 


early 1n time;foalſo groſie in their Do&rine ; wherem there was more open umpiery, 
| $82 4: U-203 He: 


This firſt faith (faith he ) all the Fathers without exception , underfland to bre a Vow , av | 
Promiſe , made to God of Continence, in the ftate of Widowheod. It is a wide word ( LAU | 


And if v5regt 

x3uegt way as | 

grce toallthe 

ages of the 

. . | Church after 
Chrift, yex 


moſt to the 


ſceracy to 
ſtrerpthen 


-| this ſenſe, 


Refut-p. 21+ 


' AUS. 


Cem. Hier, 


Pow, 1 Fifi, 


ad 7it. 


laſt in the Vow of Widowhooad ; So here isa fained vow madeFaith, and laſt made | 
firſt ; and all to uphold 4 crazy conceit of onr Romaniſts , which hath no other j 


rell us it was the 4. Councell and the laſt Canon. We have reaſon to ſuſpect it was in | 


Reſit. p. 41, 
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Caviller ; Let me aske him whether rhoſe Fathers, whom hee cites for: this hes | 
, 01618 


laft , and char 
other addition 


x'Ltb:6.H0 Trin. 
de Beat. tit. Dr | 
ad Theophilum. 
Ef infirumonte 
ul ertats ſemel | 
conceſſs per ite- 
ret;onem tnfiy- 


| Fo on ſunt digns 
. "=, . e , "— 1". » 4 IA 
indeed the firſt Faith, and the Apoſtle faith ( the f-#) not ( rhe former ;) As for that | gg, 32 
f writam fecernat, | 
Maramein lo- | 
907 & Pafilis | 
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ſtipem , vel nun 
| ferium recupue- 


| Eſpenc. de Cot. 
lib.g Cap. 1 


* De his agit 
gue ad Ecclifie 


bantur eus fum-. 
ptibus alende. 


Reut-p. 21.32. | 


aachisl.2.C 35. 
Can. 13. 
Gree.Ub.1.Epiſt. 
48. 
Seſſ.25.c. 15+ 


ho... 


Impoſſible, 
Unlawfull. 


wſque ad 9 0. 


finne, or not? If they did not ; why ſhall they have damnation ? If they did fine 


| why ſhould the Apoſtle have adviſed it them? In a word, for abandoriing both their 


' Bellarm. de Mo. © 


| Refut-p. 23-24» 
* From pag.26, 
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doe not take thoſe yong Widowes for Votarics? Tf thieydbe (as he cannor denie 
how can theſe two ſtand rogether; Thatthey:ſhouldhave damnation;becauſe a ink 
their vow., they would mary; pn! = that:the Apoſtle ſhould wiſhtherh comarry? 
Canhe imagine that Saint Pau/would advile ther toimcurre wilftill-damnarion > - | 


I ſhould but take tomy ſelfe the libertie of his Maſters the Jeſuites, withwhom this 
is no novelty ; for inſtance , his not unlearned,and bold * cM aldonate: (as wee ſhall 
+ afterwards ) upon a Text of this yery.queſtion”, confeſling the current of the 
{trcame of Antiquity, can come in, at laſt, with a DPottorly wipe of Adduci zex poſe 


| ſums ut ſequar ; 1 cannot goe with them : This priviledge is for none but:the Fathers of | 


the Society, to.controll the Fathers of the Church. ''-i ft 
| Theſtatethen of theſe Widowes was. ſhortly this :* They being for theirpoverty 

ſuſtained by Church-almes upon * condition'of attendance on the Saints, whether | 
fickeor travelling , were to dedicate themſelves to this ſervice ; but , ſome of the | 


 yonger ſort being inveigled by Infidell-Lovers ; were drawne to leaye, not. their | 
Sration onely of their miniſtration, bur their profeſſion of Chriſtianity : Theſe had | 
damnation molt juſtly , for caſting off their firſt Faith. Their mariage. was acci- | 
dentally faulty , becauſe ir forced them from: their holy imployment ; Their apo- 


ſtafie was abſolutely and damnably ſinfull , in thar they lefr Chriſt, and followed | 
after Safan..... eee wy Uk DET NS 

' The inextricable Dilemma then in my detector 1s caftly' anſwered ; (I demand 
now of Maſter Hall, whether theſe young Widowes 1n breaking their Vowes, did 


( as indeed they did) then how is the Vow untawtull?' how the brand of Antichri- 


{tianiſme?) Nothing can be more baſe then to beg the Queſtion; What doe wee 


| diſpure, bur whether any Vow were made ? and if any, wherher of Continence, or | 


of Service ? But why then fhall they have damnation? For waxing wanton againſt 
 Chrilt; not meerly for marying. If to marry, were to waxe wanton againſt Chriſt, 


Office and Religion. - K. IT | | 

_ _ Laſtly, who can but wonder at the face of our Adyerſaries, that dare bring forth 
ſo plaine a wirneſſe againit themſelyes. For , if the Vow of Continence bee the firit 
faith;here ſpoken of, then may not. any woman by the Apoſtles charge make this 
Vow, till ſhee bee threefore yeres old z which, how is it at this day pradtized in 
the Romiſh Church? ſince,and $ the Ceſar- Auguflaine Cotineell,and the Agathenſe 
abared it to forty yeeres , and the third Councell of Carthage yer lower, to five and 
rwentie ; ſo Pope Gregorte fell yet lower to cighteene; and ſome other Councells, 


lixteene : Either therefore let them grant that our Apoſtle ſpeakes nor of Voraries, 
or elſe let them follow his rule of the age of Votaries , that the World may thinke 


ſharper edge then Alexanders ſword to diſſolve , or cut, is proved more ealie then the knot 
of a Friers girdle, which a vety dull Whittle may cut afunderzand C.* appeale tO 
all Schollers; proclaimes him ignorantly confident. 
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| [: ithad nor beene for two poore words of mine (both yet mifſe-underſtood) 1 


* 


our his oft ſodden Coleworts ; the refuſe of his Bellirmine and Cocrixs. * THec- 


nitie, which neyer honeft and wiſe man oppoſeth. Let. thein ſb 


for themſelves upon whons their unlawfull Vow hath forced a'wilful andiimpoſh 


And if in this Iſhould have diſſented from the interpretation of much Anciquirie; | 


B 


yet lower to twelve;Although the Trent-Conference very liberally riſe up towhole | 


they have honeſt Nunneries; and let chem confeſſe their change preſiunpruons. Thus; | 
Thope, The Gordon knot, that requires more firenzth then Maſter Halls learning anda | 


wonder how C. £.could:have diſcovered to the world his dexterity, in ferv1s | 


ſcore and foure Pages, or more ; hath he bravely pear in the Vindicationof Virgt- | 
aos(Lfaid) ſpeake | 
ble gecefttile- | 
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| The man is angry that I medied with his crowne:; bur if tis haire: had not Þcen*| 
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| A | Jonger thenhis wit, this deepe offence had never beene; For, if hee had taken my 


WOTCs , Czm grano ſalts, in the ſenſe which they will onely well beare: ( Ler ſuch of 
their ſhavelmgs ,«s upon whom an unlawful ow hath forced an impoſi1ble neceſiity, ſpeake 


| for themſchves ) ( none other need ſpeaking for) he had found the ſeritence ſo parti- 


cular , that it might have ſpared him both much ſpleene and worke ; ſince, neither 
was 1t in my heart ever to affirme the obſervation of this Vow impoſlible to any 
man , neicher will he (I hope) hold that it js kept by all : It is not in the power of 
the Razor, together with the haires, to cut off inordinate affections ; ſome yow, 
which cannot containe : Upon this ſuppoſition onely, I called this neceſſitie im- 
poſlible , and this Vow unlawfull ; I cannor therefore but pity my paſſionate De- 
rector , that hee hath ſet.himſclfe all on a froth, in running this Wild-Gooſe chaſe 
alone, following nothing but his owne fancy , whiles hee purſaes a certaine Chime- 


ricall Monſter , that holds Continence utterly and univerſally impoſſible, And that 
| he may the better repent him of this witleſſe waſte and prevent the ſpoile of good 
Paper hereafter, let him know at once (which perhaps hath not hitherto beene al- 


lowed him ) what we hold concerning this Point.We doe therefore from cur hearts 
honour true Virginity , as the moſt excellent cſlate of life, which is incident to fraile 
Humanity; Gerſoz hath taught us not to call ita Vertue, bur it 1s Couſin German 
to a Vertue ; Neither doe we thinke that the Farth affords any thing more glorious, 
then Ennuchiſme for the Kingdome of Heaven; which is therefore commended by 
our Saviour, not as a thing meerely arbitrarie, by way of advice, bur of charge to the 
able. 2ni poteft capere capiat ,, In this we can gladly ſubſcribe to Saint Chryſoftome, 
Bonum eft Virginitas , &c. Virginity is good, I yeeld it , and better then Mariuge, I confeſſe 
it. Secondly , every man therefore ( not Eccleſiaſtiques onely ) ſhould labour, and 
ſtrive to aſpire unto this eſtate, as the better , uſing all holy meanes both to atraine, 


and to continue it: Neither doe wee thinke it any other then blameable, that yong 
Perſons ( not fo much as adviſing with their owne abilities ) without all indeyour 
and ambition of ſo worthy a condition, leape raſhly into the bands of Wedlocke, 
Thirdly, though every man muſt reach for 1t, yet eyery man cannot catch it ; ſince 
it hath pleaſed God to reſerve this as a peculiar gift for ſome perſons, not intending 
it as a common favour to all Suiters. Fourthly , thoſe then, which are upon good 
 triall conſcious to themſelves of Gods call to this eſtate,and his gift inabling them 


unto it, may lawfully make profeſſion thereof to the glory of the Giver, and(if 
need be ) may vow ( God continuing the ſame grace unto them ) an holy perpetua- 
tion thercof to their end; the obſervation whereof, if they through their owne 
negleCt{hall let fall,chey cannot be excuſed from * ſinne, or freed from cenſure: Bur | 
thoſe,which after a'l ſerious indevours,find nothing but weaknefle anduncertainties | 
in this behalfe . ſhall ſin, if they abſolutely vow ; ſhall not ſinne, if they marry, in 
what condition of life ſoeyer ; nor ſinne in marying , however their mariage may 
have faulty circumſtances. : : ” 
Now my Dere@or by this time in our afſertions ſees his owne folly ; if againſt 
this he can except oughr,he knowes where to find an adverſary : In the meane time, 
hee needed not to take it ſo highly , that inthe Romiſhuſe of vowes, I made menti- 


on of unlawfulneſſe , of impoſibility , unlawfulneſſe in-the making , impoſſibilitie m 


keeping; I am ready to maintaine both, in reſpect of the indiſpolition, yea incapa- 
citte of the Voraries. go 


ET ——_—_—_—__— 


SE CT. V-I Fl 


Ru cr——_— 


ſible for my Refurer to containe himſelfe froma ſcurrill inveCtive againſt Lu- 

ther , Pelican , Bucer.z and it becomes him well. His Fathers , like Sepulchrall 
dogges, tore up the graves of Gods Saints, and gnawed upon their dead bones; and 
now this whelpe of theirs commineit cineres, Bedribbles their aſhes. 


Ba in ſpeaking of the impoſſibilitie of ſome mens continencie , It was not poſ- 


| 


' The heroicall Spirit of Lather (for I cannot bee flouted our of that word Fees | 


frmu in corde 
| ſho non habens 
; neceſſtatemt , pg- 


ſue voluntatis, 


a> 


* Du; ſlatuit 


teftatem habeys 
& Uverit cone | 
tinmiam Deo, 
debet eam, uſque 
ad fim:m , tots 
ments ſolicity- 
dine cuſtodire, 
Aug. de fid. «d 
Petr, | 
Solutio w0ti 114- 
lt , Conjuginn 
tamen bon. 
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[the brothelry of their Cloyfters 5 and choſe rather (which gals them to the h 


eſſe, &-ullzrn nox ” 
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128. terſe 3, 
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Tc Hans i ie Maried Cage, 


to bee an honeſt Husband , then a fornicating Frier. 

Whar did he other in this, then the holy Fathers have adviſed him, yea, then he 
tearned in their owne Schoole ? for caſting, perhaps, his eye upon the Index of their 
Equine , he found rhere ,, Y ot#r vVergens , &C. A Vow tending to the danger of the 
perſon, may be ſecurely broken, if a diſpenſation cannot be had : What other then all their 


more ingenuous Catuiſts would thinke fit ro give way unto ? If Luther would haye 


ſtill kept on his Cowle, and bnt have paid rhe fees of a Concubinc, he had lived and 
dyed an holy Auguſtinian : but now all his crimes ftinke downe our of ſight, un, 


a xor ſapernatat,(as that Father ſaid) his wife only Hoterh:8 poore honeſt Katheriy, | 


Bera hath made more noyle in their Papers, then ten thouſand of their Curtizans, 
Neither needs this man any other inſcription on his grave to-make him odions,then 
this, Here lyes the man that held mariage better then fornication, If now Doftor Luth;y 


ina vehement dereſtation of the impurity of their holy Stewes, after the homely | 


plainnefle of a blunt German liberty , nfed ſome over-broad ſpeeches to expreſſe 
his owne freecome, and their abhommations ; what Ks this ta ns? If we honour the 
man , muſt we hold his pen 1mpeccable ? This 15 enough to maintaine in their Vice- 
god of rhe feven hills. For us , we have ſworne unto the words of no Maſter , but 
that One in Heaven, the eternall Word of his Fath:r. But this we dare fay, that his 
Adyerfaries Frath 15 no more 1n fathering all theſe reports upon Leather, then in 
fathering Luther upon an Incubwe. 


One of them tells us,that a Devill begot him: Another tells ns, rhat(by his owne 


confeſſion ) a conference with rhe Devi!ll begort his oppoſition to the Maſſe : Ano- 
ther, 4 that he was 1n league and favour with Solymas the Great Turke, who by his 
inſtigation was drawne to war upon Chriſtendome. Another , *© that Lather would 
have beene a King alone, and that from him ſprang the rebellion of Munrzer : Ano- 
ther, f that Leovard K noppen was his Baud : & that his Katherine , for rwo yeares to- 
gether after her ſtealing away, was debauched by the Schollers of Wittenberge : 
And now laſtly comes in that malicious. 8 Apoſtate ( which ſhould rather have 


changed the falſe name of 1ſtus , then the over-worthy name of Calvinus ) and | 
ayouches forſooth, that Lather was yeſterday a Monke , to day contradted , tomorrow an | 


Husband, the next day a Father, Goe on,ye brazen-faced Paraſites of Rome. Lyzs and 
B:ood may bring you mnto the Kalender. 

But this laſt, my DeteQor countenances by rhe teſtimony of Erafmar, who, in a 
Fetter of his to his friend Daniel Manchins of Ylmes, delivers the fame Storie in 
more words, Reader, bee intreated to looke over that large Volume of Eraſmus his 
Epiltles, and if there bee no-ſuch man found there ( as there is not )no ſuch Letter, 
judge what tothinke of theſe mens fidelity.Yea to the plaine contrary,my Dereftor 
(habing not memory enough tor a true Lyer ) in the Page 173. upon another occa- 
{ion contemptuouſly citing Luthers brood our of his owne Workes , confures thts 
iprghttull Fiction. (127 1525.1mmi 12. uxorem duxi,efc. Inthe yeere ſath he, 1525, 
0% 166 12. of June, I married; In the yeexe 1526. wy eldeſt Sonne ÞO HN was borne « In 
the yeere 27. my Daughter EL1ZABETRH and ſo the reſt, Either then my man hath a 
new Kalender of his own , which contrary to rhe Gregorian , beginnes the yeare On 
June the 13. or elſe Lather was not a Father the next day after hee was an husband. 
But what doe I trouble my Reader with this jdle Scoganiſme ? Scolds or Jelters arc 
onely fit for this combar, 

As for thoſe exceſſive ſpeeches of compariſon , whereby Luther points forth the 
necefliry of carnall ations , rhey are ſpoken onely of ſuch perſons. as have not the 
gift of continency; whom naturall inclination(by which they are led )caries (with- 
our an higher reſtramr? importunately unto theſe deſires : wherein hee fayes not 


tuing creatares there is a natnrall_ inclination to carnall conjuntTion. . 
Bur when Zather ſpeakes of men bleſſed from above wirh this gift, C. F. might 
have heard him in another ftraine; pleading borh the poſlibility and worthineſle of 
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this condition. As in his Commentarieupon the * Pſalme 128. verſe 3. (to give ox 
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Al 
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| 
F-3 


| themſelves) he deſcends to this challenge ; Let M* Hall (if he be able )produce us ſome 
proofe,although but one claſſical authority of any one ancient writer, where he hathever per- 
ſwaded ſuch as have ſolemnely vowed Chaſtity, to uſe Mariage as a meanes 10 overcome 


ET 
wy 


———— — ——— 


———_————\—_ Ag 


for all) thus he faith, For one and the ſame ſpirit hath diſtributed his 
after one manrer,and to ſome after another,$&c. Let them therefore, to whom ir is 
given torecelve this, abide intheir ſingle life, and lerthem glory in the Lord; On 
the other fide, lerthem that arenot ſoſtrong, .but know and feele their infirmity, 
that they cannot live both chaſte,and out of Matrimony - Let theſe,I fay,conſider 


more rheir owne infirmity, then the diſcommodiries and troubles that belongunto 
matrimony. Thus he gravely and holily. 


ts. 


— 
. WO ID” Coro oe or IA 


SRCY. Ei 


Ow to follow my Adverfary inparticulars : Whereas all the world ſees that the 

unlawfulneſſe of their vow depends upon the inability of performance, he, like 
a true Artiſt, begins firſt with the unlawfulneſſe.It js well,that all theſe ſheets of Pa- 
per which he hath ſpent in this point, may ſerye for ſome neceſſary uſe; this which 
he hath put them ro,is fooliſhly ſuperfluous. 

. If the vow of Chaſtity be unlawfull (faith he) it mnſt be either in reſpet? of the vow,or 
the matter vowed ;, Not the firſt, becauſe owes in generall are lawfull , which he will prove 
out of Scriptures andFathers.Idle head!Who ever denicdir,bur the exploded Lampe- 
tians?His own Cardinall could have taught him, that Luther and Calvin approve the 
vowing of things commanded, firſt, and then of things not commanded roo.to the 
avoyding of Sinne,or other good purpoſes.Not the Second, which he will prove by 
many arguments;ſome of the from the Fathers, extolling virginity, and comparin 
it with the ſtate of Angels,and preferring it betore mariage. And who ever thought 
otherwiſe,except lovinian ? and perhaps not he. And at laſt, after ſome ſevere ex- 
amples of penance injoyned to fornicating vow-breakers, by Chryſoſfome and Baſil;to 
incontinency and rape, by the civill Lawes (as it theſe concerned us ſo much as 


temptations, and he ſhall have ſome excuſe for calling it a filthy vow ; and his heroicall Ly- 
ther for terming it a diabolicall thing; Sohe. Itake him at his word,onely let him nor 
fly forth upon the ſhifc of Solemnity,which their Schoolelarely hatched; Thar were 
ro ſeek gray hairesin infancy; Firſt,I bring forth that famous place of Saint Cyp #2, 
in his Epiſtle written both in his owne name, and his fellow-Biſhops, to Pomporraw, 
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concerning ſome vawed Virgins which were found jn bed with men, whereof one 
was a Deacon:of which Virgins he with his Brethren paſſe this tentence, *, 2 od ſi [ec 
ex fide Chriſto dicaverunt gc. If they (faith he) have faithfully dedicated themſelves unto 
Chriſtlet them without all deceit perſevere in the courſe of chaſtity, and ſo couragiouſly and 
conſtantly expedt the reward of their Y irginity , S1 autem perſeverare nolunt, vel non poſ- 

unt ,&rc.But if either they will not, or cannot perſever,it i better that they marry, than by 
their wantonne(ſe fall into the fire ;, Let them give no ſcandall to their Brethren and Siflers. 
What could Luther or Calvin write more directly 2 So that Eraſmus notes in the 
Margine,E tiamTirginibus ſacris permittit aubere : Here Cyprian permits even holy Vir- 
gines to marry. | Bellarmines ſhift hereof 1s ridiculous, That Cyprian by occaſion of 
ſome Virgins,which after their vow behaved theraſelves diſhoneſtly,adviſed others, 
that if they had not a firme purpoſe of perſevering , they ſhould not vow,but mar- 


ry; whom weremit to the checke of his owne Pamelizs, yea, of his conſcience; In- 


deed what is this but ro mocke both the Author,andthe Reader? For doth Cyprian 
at all yary the perſons of whom he ſpeakes ? Doth he nor ſpeakeplamily of Virgins 
devoted ro Chriſt ? And what perſevering could there bee, bur in that which the 
hadundertaken 2 And what had they undertaken, but a dedication of themſelyes 
ro ChriſtzWhar is this, Readerbut willingly to try his Oares againſt the ſtreame of 
truth ? | eg 
To the ſfamepurpoſe is that noted ſentence of Hierome® (though otherwiſe none 
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Refut þ.52. 


which interpret Saint Paws | vols juniores nubere] of vowed Widowes z All which 
muſt needs hold,that our Apoſtle allowes mariage for che !awfull remedy of unable 
Votaries. 


an,for the firſt founders of our opinion,and prattice, which we received from no O= 
ther then thatdivine Arch-hereticxe,that fate at the feet of Gamaliel;from no other, 
Widows | then the holily-hercticall Fathers and Martyrs ofthe Church: As forthoſe rwomiCl 
alledged Authors,to whom he aſcribes us,his {kill doth palpably faile him in both: |. 
For 7 yberianws, he being ſuſpeRed of Priccillianiſme , wrote affe&edly againſt that 
hereſie, at laſt foulely fell ro that, which he diſclaimed;whereon it was that H;erome 
(ates, Canis ad vomitum not upon the mariage of his daughter. And for thatparticu- 
lar fact,itis no lefie miſtaken. Hieromelaiesonely, Filiam wvirginem Chriſflo devotam, 
matrimonio copulavit; but Sophronius (who it ſeems well knew the ſtory) turnes it 
(P noanilucr 1eTweyz20w;) COMPELd his Caughter(a coſecrated V irgin)to marry. A foule 
fact, which we deteſt no lefſe then the contrary practice of thoſe Romaniſts; who 
compell their daughters (which would marry) to be conſecrated Virgins. It is then 
noleſſe falſe that Tyberian gave beginning tous, then ir is true that Tyburne hath oY 


Adde rotheſeanelder tnhen they all, T ertullian, and with him all thoſe Fathers, 


Let not this malicious Maſſe-Pricſt then turne us oyer to his T yberianns or Iovini- 


ven a juſtendro ſome of them.Far Jovinian, whatis heto us? when neither our pra- 
ctice was his, nor hisopinion ours, Not our practice; for he lived and dyed a ſingle 
Monke. Not his opinion; How can we be ſaid toadmit mariage to an equall (bare of 
meric with Virginity,when we deny merit in eicher? Againe that Eunuchiſine(nor | 
initſelfe,butjfor rhe Kingdome of Heaven,js better then it, we doubt not; But when 

1 theſe two arc reduced to their ſubjects, their value is according to their uſe, Chry- 

ſoftome could ſay © &@ auperrinr, gc, Uſe marriage with meer moderation, and thou 

(halt be the firſt in the Kingdome; And Gregory NaFianzen (beſides thar he faith of 
Ms Siſter Gorgon/a)when he commends the children of Baſil the elder, 'tels us,ſome 

of them fouſed rheir mariage,thatit wasno hinderance to them,quo minus ad parem 

viriutis glorium aſpirarent, that they might not aſpire to an equall zlory of vertue wuh the 
Saint Chryſoſtomethen, and NazianFent, ſhall uſher us into the Schoole of /ovinian, 
And 1f [oviaian were Formoſics Monachas, craſſus nitidus,gc. 4 faire, fat,ſpruce Monke 
(as he ſaith;) Me thins he ſhould rather have hoped to match himin their Sybariti- 
call Cloyſters,where they abound with mear, and drinke, and eaſe, then in our labo- 
rious Clergy. Itis happy forus, andfor that reyerend Archbiſhop Marcus Ant.de 
Dominis, that this Raylercanobjet nothing to him butan harmeleſſe loade of cor- 
pulency.It moves their ſpleene enough,that this learned Prelate hath honoured our 


The refdue of 
 chis Paragraph 
is ſpent in the 
' Canon and C1. 
vill Lawes a- 
gainſt VOW- 
breakers. 
Dud ad Rhom- 
bum? 
Refitt-Þ- 5 4 55. 
TA 


\ 


[land witha Dalmatian Pall: Their cauſe feeles that he can ( notwithſtanding)paſſe 
into the Pulpit : What ſpeake they of this»when totheir forrow, they ſee he conld 
paſſe over the Alpes toleave Rome. This Beagle,and his balling Beyerlinck, andthe 
kennell of Sarbor, may bay at him, butnot one of their Bandogs dare faſten. Bur 
why do I ſuffer this babbler tolead me out of my way ? What is all this ſleeveleſſe 
diſcourſe toa man that never ſaid,never thought every vow of this kindunlawfull, 
nor every breach of ſuch vow ſinlefſe > When he takes me with this Teret, lethim 


neſt uſe, | 
SECT. 


es 


the celeſtiall Family, addes, 2uibus aperte dicendum cc. Whom we muſt openly charge | 
that either they mould marry, if they cannot containe, or, that they would containe, if Foo 
will net marry. We know the elufion of this place alſo; That Hicrome ſpeakes of Vir. 
gins in purpoſe,not in vow; But whoſe name, I heſeech you,was defatned by their 
lewdnes?or,what was the heavenly and Angelicall Family, whoſe glory was blemj- 
ſhedherewirh 2 Was it of any other then profeſſed Virgins? Or could the a& of 4 
-parpoſed Virgin onely, ſhame Virgins prpfeſſed? Tothe ſame purpoſe is the advice 
of ® Baſil,and * Epiphanine, 


Virgins; and made theſe two rather different kinds of life, then manners of living. | 


load me withauthorities; Till chen,his now-frivolous papers may ſerve for any ho- 


| 


A! 
Aa 
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SE CT.A. 


N? leſie wiſe and proper is that other diſcourſe of Impoſſibiliry : For, to make 

(hort worke; That no man can comtaine (thoughit be given him) | never ſaid; Thax 
any man may containe(though is be not givenhim) eitherhe will not fay, orif be do,ke 
bach Chriſt for his Adverſarie. Why do we blotPaper?How the performance of this 
Vow is not poſlible onely for all, but » facill alſo, (which he contendeth) the ifſue 
proves too well,and the World bluſhes to ſee it. Let it not bee roo much burden to 
his patience, that I ſaid, Someof their ſhavelings cannot hold ; Hee knows what their 
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| 
Rifut.p. 59, 53, 
5: 
P MAH #irgs 
culum ©; de pro- 
pria Carne forn- 
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dos fhiritus de 


cOrportbus alie. 


Gloſle upon Gratian faidofold (though now they have pulled our that congue for 
blabbing) 4 Communiter dicitur,g+c. Itis commonly ſaid, that a Clerke oughtnot to | 
be depoſed for {imple fornication, Ciz pauci ſine ills vitio inveniantur, Since there are 
but a few found without that vice. This they have wiped out of the Booke, bur the 
Margarita Decretii (as happy is)holds it ſtill : And their honeſt Caſſander, yet more 
plainly,Yix centeſemum invenia,you (ball ſcarce find one of an hundred free : And, 
if need were, I could tell himour of old © Bromiard what the voice of a Ghoſt ſaid to 
a Prieſt of theirs,but I will not;only thus he ſhuts up; 7 hat there came daily ſuch ſtore 
of Prieſts to Hell for their Luxury, in plaine Engliſh, Lechery, that he had not thought 
therehadbcene any left upon earth. And to theſe I conld adde the jerkes of their zea- | 
lons Preacher, Frier Menoz, who fetches the threefold ſhame of their Clergic our of 
the Ave Mary ; The ſecond whereof (though the firſt in miſthief2) is 1» Mulieribas. 
Bat what ſhou!d I fil Carts with ſach ſtuffe,as I cafily might, when the ſilacity of the 
Romilh Clergie, is growne to be the Proverbe, and fcorne of the World ? Let nor 
my Refuter ſcare us with the threar of recriminations,we know that in all Profeili- 
ons,there may be found lewdneſſe enough.But, when all is done,we tial juſtific thar 
which worthy B. eel ſaid long agoe, Scortum apud nos modeſtis vivit,quam apud wos 
' Penelope;Our ſtrumper is their Penelope. What needed he therefore co upbraid us 
; with that frampe of Eraſmus ( Que malim eſt ifta tanta ſalacites,e&c.)when he knows 
' how eaſily we can over=pay him in this Coyne? Was it not Eraſm, whoſe word it 
was(which Maſter Doctor Colle: Deane of Paules,was wont to have familiarly in his 
mouth) * Nunc i eft reram ac temporum ſtatus, ut nuſquam repertas minus inquinatan 
morumintegritatem, qtan inter conjugatos? Now ſuch is the ſtate of the times, that you 
ſhall never finde leſſe corruption of manners and lifethen among#t the married. Was it not 
Eraſmus thar ſaid, Atque utinam were caſtrati ſint , quicunque ſus vitius magmficum 
caſtrationis pratexunt titulum, ſub unbra caſlitats turpius libidinantes, &c. Neque 
enins mei pudoris eſſe puto commemorare;, in que dedecora, ſepeprolabantur qui nature re. 
pugnant ,&c. This 1s enough to ler my DeteQtor ſee, we need not die 1n his debr for: 


Eraſmus. 


SECT. 1 


Ur it is no arguing fromthe ACtro the poſſibility. Theſedid not containe, but 

they mighr. What? whether it were given them orno? So ſeemes mine Adyer- 
frie to hold,whiles he cenſures Lather, for ſaying, that this is Gods gitt; and that 
here we can onely take, andnot give. Yea, bur if they had afked, ir would have 
| beenegiven them. Aske,and it ſhall be given: ſo ſaies my Refurer,our of 0rigen,none 
of the beſt Interpreters; ſo his Maſtersthe Jeſuits; Sufficit promiſiio generals, ſaith 
* Bellar.By this Rule, if the Caxdinall (ould but pray for the Popedome, the three 
| Crownes muſt come tumbling upon his Head; and if C.E. ſhould bur pray for a red 
Hat it would have Mercuriaf/wings,and come flying to Doway ; I would he had bur 
praid for Wit,he had then perhaps been ftſent: Nor conſidering,thay Virginity, and 
Honour,and degrees of Withoogh excellent in their kinds)yer are ſuch things as 
without which we may 1njoy God, and go to Heaven, and therefore that perhaps 
God ſecs it beſt for us roaſke them and go - nrng What can be more plaine then 
| 002 
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* Hier. adverſe 


Tovinl. I. 


* Mald.ini Mat. 
19.11, 
Onmesfere, &C. 


I cannot bce 
perſwaded to 
follow them. 

* Ones contine» 
re poſſeſs veliat, 
Bellay.l.2.de 
Mon.C.31. 


eſſe, & tatinen 11 


poteſtate ,& ar- 


bitrio hominis 
poſotumgbid. 
Hu poteſt have- 
at fecum aurum 
hoc Virewtatis, 
Dui nunts, wip- 
tiarium argenti 


ſoſt.m 1 Tin. 4. 
þ Bonaven, 142 
Opuſ. de proc:ſſu 
Relig. p.120. 
Sumpturſa Tut - 
ris eſt,& verbum 
grande quod 0 
ones capere poſ- 
ſunt, Bern. de c0- 
tempt.MK1.Nam 
ſs generale efſet, 
quod poteft 1nus 
& omnespoſe 
ſunt, Primaſ. 
Refut p 60,61. 


cUd, Hiſtor. 
Radulphi Bourne 
Auguſtadenſis 
Eecle. Abbars, 
qui teſtatur ſe 
vidiſſe im quada 
piſcinain Monia- 
bum Abbatia, 
que Provines 
dicepatur,multa 
paruulorit ofa, 
tpſaq; carpora 
mntegrazbirepes 
mebantuy, A 
t1q.Brit.Revgc. 
Clem.y, Papezex 
Adam.Murim, 
d Refut.p. 61. 


4 Et Bonum Det | 


excipiat, Chry 
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that of * Hierome, If all mightbe Virgins, Chriſt would neyer have aid, 2u; poteſt 
rapere,capiat;Neither would the Apoſtle ſo timorouſly have perſwaded to Virginity, | 
Could hee ever ſappoſe that, Virginity might be had without prayers? and yet hee 

faies, If all might be Virgins,$&&©. | R219 = 
Who would not have thought, thatthis one text of our Saviour, ſhould have ſtopt 
all mouths?His Diſciples had faid;7f#b#s,it is good not to marry : He replyes, Attmey 
cannot receive this Word, ſave they to whom 1t 15 given; and concludes, He that is ablety 
receive it. let himreceive it. Yet here ſee the forchead of a Jeſuite, Mgldonate upon 
the place dares fay thus : * That he ſaith, all men do not receive this Word, all Imerpre. 
ters (almoſt) do ſo expound it, as if the ſenſe were, All men cannot performe this which 30u 
ſay, that is, Want a wife, becauſe all have nvt the gift of Chaſtity, but onely thoſe to whow 
it is given, for which he cites onely Origen, Gregory, Nazianzene, Ambroſe, concea- 
ling the reſtof his, Almoſt all; yerafter the ſame Page (forgetting himſelfe) ſolzs D, 
Auzuſlinus,grc. Onely Saint Auſtin uſes (faith he) to teach, that this gitt of Can. 
tinency is not given toall, bur to ſome onely. It is happy yet that herein wee | 
are granted to erre with Saint Auſtin; and yet ere long, wee take in 0rjvey, 

Nazian;ene, Ambroſe, Hierome, and ar laſt, oyertake, Fere ommnes, fo as we need nor 

feare ſolicarineſſe in this error, Bur what fates the Jeſtute to this good company? | 
Adduci non poſſum,ut ſequar , No marvell. Marke, how well the Jeſuites follow Jefns | 
himſelfe : Jeſus fates, 11 men cannot receive this, The Jeſuits ſay, * All men may | 
receive it. Jeſus ſaies, 1t mu/? be gives from God, The Jeſuits ſay, * 1t is ſothegift if 
God that it is in the power of Man, How can welooke to eſcape their Oppoſlition,when | 
they dare thus contradict our Saviour? For me.,[ ſhall be ſtill in this Hereſie, Thar all 

theirPrieſts and Moncks,and Nuns cannot containe : And his Þ> Bonaventare ſhall 

beare mee out, who teaches me, that tothe third degree of Chaſtity (requiri pri- 

vilegium ſingulare) there 15a ſingular priviledge required; for that it ſcemes to bee 


above the pitchof naturall poſſibility,tolive in the Fleſh, and not to feele the faults 
of Fleſh. | 


GS—_ 


EY 


SECT. XII. | 
A*® for his holy Siſters at Bruxels, the touch of whom hath ſo much enfired his| 
ghoſtly zeale;I mrended no quarrell ro them in particular; They may be as ho- 
neſt,as their Champion is malicious. Whar I ſaid, was out of the ſuppoſition of the 
common frailty;And if he have beene ſo much in their boſome,as ro know rhey ne- 


ver repented them, it is well knowne thar others have; whoſe Song hath beene 1n 
thehearing of thoſe I know. 


What fball 146, ſhall I die, and never maried be? 
Like unto thoſe Veſtalls, 


Felices nnpt & moriar niſi nubere dulce eſt. 


As for the miſchiefe following hence,the viſible monuments of ſo many murthe- | 
red Infants(ifnot in Gregories Ponds) in the very place where I now live, and* elſe- 
where,convinces it too much. But my example (yw1s) ſhall cleere is Veftals of 
Brexets,and all other votaries. Maſter Hall was abſent (ſome three mofiths)in Fran: 
Fleſh is fraile,T empt ations fxequent (adde to theſe his body ſickly, and wellneere to 
death) yet both then aud before his mariaze, he would take it in great ſcorne (as well hee 
might)to ve ſuſpeFed for diſhoneſt. True and might defie Men and Devils in that chal- 
lenge. What of this?It followes then : If Maſter Hall could for ſo long together [ie 4 
chaſte life why no more?Why not alwaies?Demonſtratively concluded”: As if a man 
ſhould fay, C.Z. doth ſpeake ſome wiſe words, how can he atany the write thus | 
fooliſhly 2 A Chriſtian hath ſomerime grace to avoid a Tempration, why not al- 
wares? Why dethhe not keepe himſelfe ever from ſinning? A good Swimmer 114) 
hold his breath under the water for ſome portion of a Minnte, why not for al 
houre? why not for more? A devout Papiſt may faſt after his Breake-faſt, till his 


| Dinner inthe afternoone, therefore why not a Weeke 2 Why nota Moneth ? 


why 


_ 


ew 


—— 


| 
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| £/ve themſelves 10 extraordinary devotion, Why not more? Why not alwaies?It is pitie,thar 


The Spirit of God (ifat leaſt he may beallowed for the Author of Continencie) 
breatheth where and when he liſterh, and thar God which makes Mariapes in Hea- 
| ven,cither ayerts the hearr from theſe thoughts;or inclines it at his pleature. Shore. 
| ly, The great Doctor of the Gentiles had never learned this Divinity of Doway, 
| whoſe charge is, © Defraud not one another, except with conſent for a ſeaſon, that yee 

may give your ſelves rs Faſting and Prayer: And againe, Come together, that Satan tempt 
Jou ner through your incontinency. He onely wanred my Monitor, to jogge him on the 
Elbow,as here : What needs all thi fleſhlineſſe (if they can ſafely containe) whiles they 


ex Cor,7.5. 


| noman would adviſe the Apoſtle, how great a gap this Doftrine of bis opens to all [a- | Kefurp.55. 
ſciviesſnefſe. Letme havebur leave to put S. Pauls Name in ſtead of mine, into this 
challenge of my Refuter,and thus he argues. | 

| Tf S. Paul ſeq that oe 19499, for a while they are able to live chaſte, but not for any long 
' while, 1 «5ke againe, How long that while ſhall endure? and what warrant they have there-| Refur p65. 
in for net falling ? ſeeing it may ſo fallout, that in the while appointed, they may bee more 
temptedihen they ſhallbe againe in all their lives after ; How ſawcy would this Sophi- 


AS WE May. 


ſtrie be?how ſhamelefle 2 The words are his; onely the Name is changed; what the 
Elect veſſel would anſwer inſuch acaſe for himſelfe, ler C.F. cppols returned by 
mee. 


—— — 


SECT. XIIL. 


He Refuter hath borrowed ſome Weapons of his Maſter Bellarmine— , and 
knowesnot how to weare them. It would moye any mans diſdaine,to ſee, how 
abſurdly thoſe poore Arguments are blundred together ; We muſt diſtinguiſh chern 


Firſt,S.Paut condemnes the yong Widows mentioned; therefore he overthrowes xefa.p.63. 
this impoſſibility of containing. I anſwer : S.Pa»/adviſes the yong Widows to mar- © * 
ry,and admits none into the Church. booke, under threeſcore yeares : therefore he 
eſtabliſhes in ſome, this impoſſibility. 

| Secondly,S.Paul adviſes Timethy to live chaſte.Reader,tel him the word is(#%pe5re) Reſut.p 63:64, 
which their owne vulgar, Tit.8. turnes,Sober; and in 2 Tit.5. Pradent ; Bur, to grant ; 
him his own Phraſe: Can my DeteQor deſcry nodifference betwixt Chaſte and Sin= 
gle? Did he and his fellowes never heare of a conjugall Chaſtity? So they have ſtill 
want to ſpeake,as if Chaſtity were only oppoſite to mariage,as1f no ſingle life could 
be unchaſte.His E/penceus might have taughthim that Verſe in Virgil, Caſta pudici- | « xy47. Apot. gw 
tiam ſervat demi : andhe might have heardof that Roman law of Veſtals, Cafie ex then, Mer. 
caſtis,pur £ ex puris ſunto; yeahis Eraſmus might have taught him yet further, * E 4s- eg ”yY 
verſo nihil prohibet in conjugioV irginitati lecum eſſs;, that even in Mariage there may , Matrimmiiceſia 


be Virginity. | ditto, Opus 


'Thirdly,the Fathers exhort to Virginity; efpecially S. Ambroſe and S. Auſtin, Let + qa 
him tell this to them that know it not, to them thar diſlike true chaſtiry in Virgins; Ab h# duabue 
notto them that condemne unchaſtneſle in a pretended Virginity. | dry romp 

To what vyertue do notthe Fathers exhort? yer never ſuppoſing them tobe with- | tueller thid ex 
inour Lure. Laſtly, where isthe ſhame of my Refurer, that cites Auſt/x as the Man | Zervarde. ©: 
on whom he depends for his univerfall poſſibility of Continency : when his owne 
Maldonat profeſſes,that S._Auftin is the onely enemy to this DoCtrine ? 

Fourthly, Where there is impoſlibility or neceſlity, there is no fir, no counſell; | Refut$.64. 
25no man finnes innot making new Starres,in not doing Miracles. A ſtale ſhifr,thar 
oft ſounded in the eares of 4#ffin arid Proſper from their Pelagians; The naturall 
man in this depravedneſſeofeftare cannot bur offend God, therefore hce finnes 
notin ſinning - Counſelt given ſhewes what wee ſhould doe, not what we can. 
5 Inbendo admonct,g7c. ſaith Auſtin; In commanding he admoniſheth usborh ro doe | 


what we can,and to aſkethat which we cannot do. In Continency then our inde- | 5,75 _ 
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God aoth'not onely give, and helpe our pywer to good,bat workes in ws both our will and wor- 
k Cont. Das | £18 of good, Andelſewherez * Heis drawne to Chriſt, to whow it is given tobeleevein| 
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[ 502 The Honenr of the e M aried (ergie. | 
ET vour is required for the attaining of that which God will give us;Gcd never imploy«. A| 
if 00 edusin makingofStarres ; Though my Refurer is eyery day ſeron greater Worke, | | 
0111 BR the making of him that made Starres. Laſtly,it 15 true, there js no finne in mary. | | 
1 ing, there may bee ſinne or a vow) in not uſing allNawfull meanes of Chaſti. | 
WH | | k Poſt muon | IJ 3 The Fathers therefore ſuppoſing a P ke dag aſſurance ofthe gifr, and cal. 
ORR FATE | deliberationem ling of God in thoſe, whom marur Bra iberation and long Proofe had covered 
RENT 4l &- confuderatis> | ith the yaile of Virginitie, doejultly both call for their continuance, and cen. 
! Make bg kn,0589 | fare theirlapſes. RT as 
| bf  RORe. KL | nefupau6s. Fiftly,upon this goundthe Father cannot blame his Child for mcontinence; Tg 
064.0008 containe, implies impoſlibility. Aſke him whereforeſerves Mariage > Yea, butto 
WAI! provide an Huſband or a Wife, 1s not a worke of an houres warning; in the meane 
WHO 1 HRR.: | time what ſhall they do? Sure, the man thinkes of thoſe hot Regions of his Relipi-| Þ 
\ #1 TRY on, where they are {o ſharpe ſer, that they muſt have Stewes allowed of one Sexe at 
14 7 FOO A leaſt;Elſe what ſtrange violence is this that he conceives?As our I#ninr anſivered his 
i RT (0 f Bellarmine, in the like, Hic homo ſibi videtar agere de equis admiſſarits ruentibas in Vene. 
\; LILY rem,C+ de hippomane,non de hominibus ratione preditis; he ſpeaks as ifhe had to do with 
(3 {NE Stallions, not with men, not with Chriſtians, amongſt whom is to be ſuppoſed ade- 
1; PR 3 | cent order, and due regard of ſeaſonablenefſe, and expediency:A doughty argument, 
; | £84.71:4 Marg. of ihe | wherewith Maſter Hall is ſore preſſed,(They may contain till they marry, and there. 
| ORR 06A FREfirep.55) | fore they may ever containe and not marry.) How eafie 1s it for me to take up this] | 
WV: 161 & load,and lay itupon my Savieur, which ſaith, 4 wen cagvot receive it;andupon his 
14 HR IEEN dey grear Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who hath taught us an(% 2#w)a proper gift, which| | 
WA hee; God hath beſtowedon ſome, not on others, and ſuppoſesa neceſlity, that may be of | C 
\Þ; RC giving a Virgin in Mariage. ES | 
(1) FRRAVEY 1.202708 Sixtly, The Huſband and wite are ſeparated upon diſcord, or diſeaſe: Whar ſhall 
(1.0 Re 08 they do? Tolive continent with this man 15 impoſſible. Ianſwer; If onely their will | 
WORK: 1010 10G) funders them,that muſt yeeld to neceflity ; Diſſention may not abridge them of the | } 
jl [1 VAORR ORr neceſſary remedy of ſinne. If neceſſity,that finds reliefe in their prayers; If they call 
1 Cn Oe on him, who calls them to continencie by this Hand of his, he will heare them, and 
| $498 Rp P:10epk ;nable them to perſiſt. And why not then in the neceſlity of our Vowes 2 This is a 
; 10 21MIN | neceflity of our own making; that is ofhis;He hath bound himſelfe to keep his own 
: 114 [FRANO promiſes, not ours. c 
T0 FORO - 
i! NR gs ns fees | D 
\ SOR 'SECT.XIV. 
0g Refi p.66, V Hiles his Fellow, or Maſter Maldoxate, talkes of confuring Auſtin in this 
) | (645% AUO very point,by .A»ſ;»bimſelfe, this man will confute us by him; whomhe 
Hr Wu "0 no otherwiſe cites for himſelfe,chen his Anceſtor Pelagizs cites LaFamins, Hilary, 
; (RNUVER | Ambroſe, Hierome, and CAuſtin in this caſe. The thing (faithhe) is in our power, and 
She 6 11K; | hongh is require the aſſiſtance of Gods grace, which ſtill preventeth our will,yet that bin- 
4 210 OR i | 4ers not, but that we may (if we lift live chaſte all the daies of our life, as we may upon the 
SE 116 ſame termes beleeve in God, and love him. What impudency is this, ro make him the 
' #000 | Patronof the power of our Free-will to God, whom all the World knows to have | | 
{4 LA 4H | beene Malleus Pelagianorum ? and whoin ſo many Votumes damnes this con- | x 
| Ela ceit to the Pit of Hell; evermore ſo eſtablitking the nacurall facultie and uſe of 
{| | «RVA | the will againſt Sz9icall neceſſity , as thathe abandons any power of the a&, or ex- 
4 WAIAR erciſe of it unto good (without grace)againſt humane preſumprion.When he ſpeaks 
Wi i of this, here is not acold and feeble preyention, bur aneffeRtuall inoperation, yeaa 
1-18) 108Þ powerfull creation. x | | 
LARRY Since my Refuter then will needs beparalleling our ability of containing, and 
ERS) i dug. vat. | Ofbeleeving,lethim heare that holy Father ſay, i Nox ſolum Dems poſſe noftrum, &'©- 
| 4 LAY ral Zys 


Epift.Pelag. | Chriſt: Power is therefore given unto them to bet made the ſonnes of God which beleeve in 
| | 4:02, when this is given them to beleeve in him. And fo farre is he from ſaying with T7 | 
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] be free to ap good, except thou be a ſheepe of God? Hee therefore that makes men 'to be his 
| ſheepe , frees the wills of men tothe obedience of Piety : But why doth be make theſe men 


| 
| 


| 


| | wherein mention is made of * Yenice;which was not extant till Ambroſe was not? 


——_— 


| 2413: and * the Sermons de Tempore,caſhier'dby Eraſmus , Mart. Lipfius , the Lova- 


, one word of all his cited authorines toucheth our Afertion : The helps of the 


| bleſt* Teſtimony for forced Continency;ſlitin the Noſe,and bored in the Eare long 


—_—— 
L— 


Detector and his Bellarmine, that who liſts may beleeve when he liſts, tha he rea- 
ſons thus: Quid mihi oftendis, ec." what deſt thou tell me of thy Freewill;which cannever 


ſheepe, and thoſe nat , ſince with him is no reſpedl of perſons > The Apoſtle anſwers , 
hop | crc. Thushe, Either therefore let him never cite S. Auſtin againſt us inthis 
point, orelſe we muſt bee forced ro countercite him once more then wee meant. 
n Plane poſſumns dicere frontem hereticorum non eſſe fromem : + Andifthere could be 
any more on that holy Fathers ſcore , Father Ma/donate hath paidit for us, To con- 
clude therefore for him ; Arbitrium humane woluntatis nequaquam deflruimus : We 
know n0 man doth well againft his will,God uſerh not ro make Virgins by force;and the 
ſame goodnefle that gives Chaſtitie tothe maried,conrinues Virginity to the ſingle: 
What of all this? T herefare((aith he) it & 45 well inthe power of all ſingle perſons to bee al- 
wayes continent as of the maried to keeps conjugall Cha fave : An 1llation andconclufion 


ſame God that diſpoſes of Orders,diſpoſes of the Popedome:therefore I may as wel | 
looke to weare three Crownes,as one ſhayen.Or the ſame God gives both Life, and 
Grace, and Glory. Therefore all thoſe that live the narurall life,may allo live the ſpi- 
ritualland glorious. Who ſees not the reaſon of theſe unlike? Conjugall honeſty is | 
abſolutely commanded of God to al maried perſons; perperuation of Virginitie(hee 
grants)was never commanded : the breach of conjugall honeſty, isof ic ſelfe aſinne 
toall; Mariage is not ſo. Againſt the one therefore , wee may abſolutely pray in 
" faith, againſt the other but with condition; God hath promiſed todeliver us from 
our ſins,not from our Mariage. 
As for Saint Ambroſe,we eaſily grant him large in the praiſe of Virginitie:But no 


Church, the ſervice of Angels, the merit of the Prayers of our Saviour , we yeeldto 
be good meanes of continence, where it is intended; bur that it is meant to all com- 
mers, we deny;Let the ſucceſle ſpeake. 

Neither doe we taxe the Vow for any improbitie in it ſelf,but for the incapacitie 
of the perſons: The Vow were good, if the men were not either eyill, orunfir. And 
here * by the way; whereas C.Z. likea maſterly Monitor wiſhes Maſter Hall to rcade 
the divine workes of Ambroſe, concerning thi ſubject; Maſter Hall is bold ( inrequitall) 
to tell C.E.chat he knowesnot 4mbroſe;and to teach him ( ſince he hathnot learned 
it of other Maſters) that the Book which he ſoft , and fo ſolemnly cites for _4m- 
broſes,? Ad Virginem lapſam,is anoted Counterfeit,a true Novatian ; which hisgrave 

ignorance might have heard from his Bellarmine and Poſſevine. 

| "And how muchbetter isthat other Tra which he 4cites from Ambroſe, Epiſt.32. 


And the Commentary of Ambroſe upon 1. Tim. 3. whence hee fetches his forcea- 


ſince by * Salmeron,B aronius,Belarmine,and Francs Lucas, Of the ſame ftampe ( thar 
the Reader may here ſes once for all how he isgalled by this falſe Prieſt with foy- 
ſted Authorities) is his CA#g»ſtine, De bons Yiduitats: ,* thriceby him here quored, 
not without great triumph;branded by Eraſmus, Hoſins, Lindauns : as likewiſe ® his 


_—_—_— —— r_ 


793 | 


| 


| Ang.l.4,cont. | 
Ful. c.6 | | 
Dui 1tur fact 
ouves homes, 
iſe ad obedien. 
tram pittatis 
bumanas liberat 


ſonarum? 


worthy of my Refuters Logicke and Divinity;as ifhe argued thus for himſelfe;The 


Auguſtine de Eccleſ.dogmat.confeſſed counterfeit by Belarmine , and his friends of Lo-| 


veluntates : ſid 
quare iftas homi- 
nes 6ves factt & 
iſtos non facit, 
apud quem non | 
elt acceptio per- 


Reſpondet Apoſt. 
O hemo \ 
m Ibid. 


Fefut p,6y. | 


q 


4 
n Chraſts exit {i 
fides aderit , que 
mpetrat a Ju- ; 
bents quod juſſe- 
78, Aug. ar adyl. 
con, l. 2.C,19. 
| Refit.p,71, 
72:73» 


0 Refut.p. 7t. 


p Cited foure 
times by C.E, 
upon Weighty 
occafions, 
Refuut. p.34-45« 
48.50. | 
q P.41.Refut. 
Vide Cenſure 
Rob.Cocz.p.129, 
r P. 94. Refot. 
[ Cenſur.Coct. 
þ.132. 

t Refi. p.20% 


' pians:Whereto letus adde the book of great Athanaſius,gde Yirginitate,? produced in 
great ftare by C.E. not without great wrong and (ſhame fathered upon that Saint ,as 
(if Eraſmus and Nenniue did not ſhew) the ridiculous precepts therein contained 
| would ſpeake enough.To follow all were endlefſe:Of rhis kind, laſtly, 1s his Cyprian 
| de Diſciplina & bono pudicitie,not more magnificently * brought forth by C. E. then 
 fairely ejected by Eraſmus, Efpenceus. Theſe are the glorious Teſtimonies which 
grace the ſivelling Pagesof mine Adverſarie ; Theſe are the pious frandes where- 


ts. au. 


| |whomhetruſts. 


thanked my Reverend Monitor for his ſage ine readviſemy Reader toknow 
00 4 


es en —_s ts. 


with honeſt Readers ars ſhamefully coozened.: Ir ſhall faffice thus in a wotd to have 


For 


49 68. 
u Refut.p. 40, 
x Refut.p. 80. 
y Refict. p35» 
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Vid. ſupra. For rigen, we have already anſwered ; My DeteQorcculd not have choſena, A 
Fave better man for the proofe of the facility of this Worke, then him,who ( accordino| 
| = 26- " | tothe broad Tralationof his rude Rhemifts ) gelded himfelfe,and made himſelfe no 
"ry man for it. That all graces are derived to ws from the Fountaixe , or rather the fall Ocean 
oC ON 


Sug. vid ſup of Chrifts Merits and Meres ( which he ſhewes from S. Hierom) we wilingl teach 
o Nequeenim | againſt them ;, fo farre are we from being injurious tothe Paſſicnof our Deare Re. 
feutnen mece- | Jeemer; But if hee will therefore interre, that every man may be aperpetuall Vir. 
rep _ oin;he may as well hope thar therefore every Scribbler may write all true, Our Sg. 
nonnubss. 4ug. | viour himfelfe , which ſaid 1 will draw all men unto me, yetſaid, All men cannot recein, 
& Virg.Sxl. | ;Þ,;;+ not I cannot give it, but they cannot take it. | 
L.ſing.c.z0. J : ch hecites fi v 4ufti '; - ; 
Refer. p.80. uf. As for that practice which he Cites Irom Dd. uflin, © orcing men Foth into Or- 
gut ad $7. ders, and Continency,it fhewes rather the Fad then the Equity; what was done ina|B 


Cn ae particular Church, rather then what ſhould be; The Refuter himſelfe renounceth jr 


ut ifta coattaca- | in the precedent Page ( For the Church forceth none thereunto) neither is ir any "_ 


oro ther thena direc reſtraint of that , which rhe Councell of Nzce determinedtobe 


&«c.{laith Poly- left free. os | 
der.Vire.) This | Laſtly , that there may appeare to be no lefſe impoſfibility of honeſt Truth in 
AE the ſome men , then true Chaſtity, he cites one place for all,cut of S. Auflin, * Let no | 
thi compelled | the burden of Continency affright #s,zt will be light if it beof Chriſt , it will be of Chrift 
Cheſt exceled | ;6; here be Faith , that obraines of him which commands , the thing which he dnh com. 
Challe): thats mand. See Reader , with what fidelity ; and. by this eſteeme the reſt ; S. 4«fis| | 


Thr. ſpeakes there of perſons divorced each from other, whom neceſſity (as he ſuppoſes 


rehatred,s © | the caſe)cals to Continency;the DeteCtor cites him for the power of voluntary vo-[ C 


the tate ofPrieft. | taries ; The very place confutes him, 17 will be Chrifts yoke (faith Auſtin) if there be 
ons hmges _ faith that obtaines of him which commands the thing which he doth commang: There can 


6 moreſarraw to | be nO Faith where is no command ; Now C.F. will grant there isno * command of 


bri'em er ire ſingle life to all; Therefore all cannot aſke ir in Faith , therefore all cannot thinke 
EDiem: . . . 
uncheftlife - "| it the yoke of Chriſt,all cannot bears it, 
Priefts, ec. Ty | 
Polydl.5...4. FI I _ e——_ rn In yr tne ttt ml tn ce entnngn one Ke 
q Hier l.2.iz ; 
Ofe. Quicung  e SECT. XV. 
amare pudictti- 
am fe pmulant, 


ut Maticheus, NY at laſt ( like ſome ſorte $quib, that after alittle hifling agd ſparkling, ends 
nog. omg in an unfavorie cracke)my Refuter,after al theſe Flouriſhes of their poſlibilitie, D 
-nſturcterere, | [huts up ina ſcurrilous Declamatis againit our Miniſterie;grantingit indeedimpoſ- 
terizherefo;, | ſible, amongſt us,to live chaſte;and telling his Reader that wee bluſhnor to blazem 


+70 | Pulpits,and printed Bookes, this brutiſh Paradox,that Chaſtitie1sa vertue impoſlble 
promitnt, : ; 


ceeriamjuxre * | TO all, becauſe fo it is to ſuch laſcivious ? Libertines, ſenſual and ſinfull people,aH eretikes 


Avoftelun que | are and here are ſordes, dedecora,ſcabies libidinum : the brutiſh ſpirit of Herelie fleſhly 
ſecret agunt, 


turpe eb dicere and ſenſuall.Impure mouth ! How well doth it become the ſonne of that Babylonian 
Mir.Fel.00%a . | Strumpet,tocall the Spouſe of Chriſt Harlot!How well doth it become lips drencht 


1ro10laticorye- | inthe Cup of thoſe Fornications,to utter blaſphemous Slanders ( Spaman Cerberi) 
UYginitate 


framtur potizs, | Againſt Innocence ? By how much more brutifh that Paradox 1s , ſo much more de= | 


7 4y4-oog villiſh is the unjuſtimpurarion of ittousz Which ofus everblazedir? Which of us 
as caltitas 


9a none zo. | JOTh hate it lefſe, then the lye that charges it upon us. ? How many Reverend Fa-|E 


| 4 - SIG Ae | DE One . 0 F- i 
ranee, non aber | hers have we 1n the higheſt Chaires of our Church;how many aged Divines 1N our 
mx 9% | Univerſities,how many grave Prebendariesinour Cathedrall Churches,how many 


canhiſ.0 rye. | Worthy Miniſters in heir rural ſtations,that ſhine with this vertue in rhe eyes ofthe 
14,0 mores, ubi | World ? If therefore the proper place of Chaſtitie be the Chiirh of God ( 44 thes Caviller 
TS yo: pleads) it 15 ours 1n right, 4 theirs in Pretence : And ſo much more noble Is th151N 
eberitas datur;- | Ours, for that in ours it is* freezin them, © forced , Infids caflos caſtitatis neceſiMd » wp 
16m that Father ſaid ; Neque opus paſſers fugere ad monte. 7 In the m, 4s Chry ſoffome - | 
tr tak, long fince mower Th; Hopdwias amore T he grace of V irginitie it loft ; yan a4 MOHD: 2 


e&c.lllapudice | world makes ſport with ſach Maidenhead. For the reſt ; The God of Heaven judge be- 
Tay, p3eder twixt us and our enemies ; To him wee appeale how wee deſire to ſerve him 1 


de Virg, chaſte Wedlocke,whom they diſhonour with uncleane and falſe Virginitie. as) 
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| tell hins there are but a few of them honeſt ? Did not their own * (ele Cardinals com- 


—_— . 


, 
——— 


Not to put my Detztor in mind how honorably he now ſpeaks of max; 
dares he talke of our fleſhlineſſe, and their chaſtiry? as it he had tO Fat Th Ng F 
that were both deafe and biinde.Doe not their owne Records fly in their face::anc 
Plane, that the moſt of their Nunneries were inſtly ſcandalized with ſacrilegious iuconti- 
nencies: 

. Donot our ® Hiſtories tell us that in the raigne of Henry the third, Robert Groſt- 
head the famous Biſhop of Lincolne, in his Viſication,was faine to explore the vir- 
ginity of their Nuns, by nipping of their dags,indiznum ſcribi,as Matth. Parts? Doe 
not the * forenamed Cardinals find it a common greevance, that their Curtezans 
rode in ſlate thorow Romeit ſelfe, attended even at noone day with the retinnue of their Car- 
drgals, and with their Clergy-men ? Doth he finde the Church of England ro main- 
taine Stewes? And to raiſe rents from profeſſed filthinefſe > Can hee deny the 
unnaturall beaſtlineſſe that raignes in his Italy > But what doel ſtirre this puddle? 
_ = heareno more brags of their chaſtity, no more exprobrations of our laſciyi- 
ouſneſſe, 


SECT.XVI. 


#P 


conc Dclef?, 
Ja7Amn P aul 3. 
Exhib. 4125 
abuſus that 
pov 317 Chit 
(17.1714 172 #10- 
malibus.&*c. 
Um pleriſque 


1 714 C\LIS fi. 


publica ſa.rile- 
gta cum maxim) 
| 072:77214 [Erndals. 
'n Mat. Paris 

Hiſt. Angel Hens 
p.io85.Et quod 
t:dignum eft 
ſcribz,ad domos 
rel'1of. rium ver 
mens fact expiis 
M11 1:@mmilllas 
earundem, ut ſic 
phyſuce,e>c, 


Xx Ia hac et:am 


A? if my Refuter had vowed to write no true word, he challenges me for tranſſa- 
ting 1{idores Turpe votum.,a filthy vow:1 turne tomy Epiſtle,and find it not engli- 
ſhed by meatall. His owne conſcience,belike,ſo conſtrues it,or if fome former Im- 
prefſion of mine(which I beleeve not)had ſo turnedic,hete is neither ignorance,rior 
unfaithfulneſſe.Whereſoever1s ſin,there is filthinefſe : Andifa lawfull vow be pro- 
perly de meliore bendcan there not therefore be an unlawfull yov/? What was thar of 
tepthaes,or that of S.Pauls forty Conſpiraters?But the word there(faith he) ignites 
a promiſe, As if every vow were nota promiſe : and if 1ſidore take votum, for prom:ſ- 
ſum,” Gregory takes{by his conſtruction)promiſſum for vetum,in this very caſe we have 
in hand. | "7 | 
This vow of theirs therefore 15 metonymically filchy, becauſe ic makes them 
ſuch. In one word,(that he may rave nomore of Epicures, Turkes,Pagans,) Their 
vow is in profeſſion glorious, filthy in effect. And now for a concluſionof this 
point, I muſt out of alltheſe groſſe and 1gnorant paſſages of his (though unpro- | 
perly,yer)cruly yow to the world, that a truer Bayard did neyer ſtumble forth into 
the Prefle. 


Mi 


HE hath done with their owne vowes,and now deſcends to us, whom hee con- 
feſſes vowleſſe; His ſcorne cannot ſtrip us of the benefit of that Truth, -which 


lawfall;1 grant that every one of them may be the Husbandof one Wife c. And why did 
not this liberality of niy wiſe DereCtor tyeup his Tongue inhispurſeall chis while? 
No more was required, no lefſe is yeelded ; whereto isall thisjangling? Bur, that his 
grant may prove worſe then a deniall,thus he proceeds : But we deny thew to be truly 
' Clergy-men, or to have any more authority in the Church, then their Wis or —_— 


he confefſerh : Thiis then hee writes : 1 freely withother Catholikes grant, that oxy | 
Engliſh Miniſters arcording to their calling znake no vowes : Tgrant their mariage to be | 


| HYOC Keretrices) 


Cc oncail.d.l. 
Card. 

Pius eſt q am 
machartyconthe 
71am ducere 
Cr11noſm de 
fingul eter. 


kefut.p.s 8, 


y Dif,.28. 
G; CY Pettis. 
Drac.l.x. 

E P+4%s 


SECT. XVII. | | 


Refut-p:89. 


| hawe : andthis becauſe they want all true calling and &rdination ; Por, they entred not in | 


at the doore; like true Paſtors, but ſtole in at the Window like Theeves ; Wee deny their 
miniſterie (Iſay) to be lawfull, becauſe they did rune before they were ſent, tooke 1 heir 
pre? by intruſion. Let Maſter Hall diſprove thu, and 1 will ſay, T# Phillyda ſol habcto. 
us he. h | | INES me n = 
A deep crimination,and ſiich,as ifircould be proved, would rob our-queſtion of 


| the ſtare , and us of our duely challenged honor.Reader,thisvehemency ſhewes thee 


where 
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where his ſhoo wringshim: Itis the oall of Romiſh hearts that we proſper, and are 
| we are notmen like others,bur more frequently and boldly, that we are no Chri- 


| Church,zo Chriſtianiry,no Clergie not theirs; Neither canwe be in Orders,whiles 


LY 


not theirs ; Where they have preſumed upon credulity,they have not ſtuck to fay, 
ſtian men;and here moſt peremptorily, that we are no Clergie-men ': There is no 


weare out of Babylon. TRE : SHO Lp? * 1h 

The man dreames of the Nags-head in Cheapſide, whete his lying Oracte Tradi. 
tion hath not ſhamed to report, /ewel,Sands, Horne, Scory, Grindall, and others in the 
beginning of Q. Flizaberbsrime{(being diſappointed of the Catholik Biſhop of Lay. 
daffe)to have laid handsmutually on each other;& rhat from hence have flowed our 
pretended Orders. This our ſhameles * Sacroboſco heard of ſorhe good old folkes,and 
they had itof one Neale,Profeſſor Ebrins in Oxtord; Kelliſontookir of Sacroboſco,and 
C.E.of him.Concerdat cam Orieinali;, Diabolus efl mendax & pater ejus, And i5 fiot this 
4 worthy engine to batter downe the wals of a whole Church, ro blow up all our 
ordination? Is it poſſible that any Chriſtian face fſhouldbe ſo graceleſſe, as tobeare 
out ſuch an apparant and ridiculous falſhood, againſt ſo many thouſands of wit. 
neſſes, againſt the evidence of authenrical Records,againſt reaſon, and ſenſe ir ſelfe? 
For can they hope to perſwade any living man,thar theſe havingat that time a law- 
full Archbiſhop of their owne religion, legally eſtabliſhed in the Metropoliricall 
chaire, by an acknowledged authority,the ſway of the times openly favouring the, 
whenall Churches,all Chappels gladly opened ro them, that they would be ſomad | 
as to go and ordaine themſelves ina Taverne ? He that would beleeve this;may be 
perſwaded thar their adored blocks can weepe, and ſpeak e, and move; that their 
Cake is God; Never truth could be cleared, if not this; No leffe then the whole 
Kingdome knew, that Q.M ary dyedin the yeare 1558. November 17. and her Car- 


dinall (then Archb. of Canterbury) accompanied her foule 1h death the ſame day. 

The ſame day was Q. Elizabeths Initium Regni;her Coronation, Ianuary 15,following, 
Thar leafare enough might be takEin theſe great affaires,the See of Canterbury c6- 

tinned void above a yeare.At laſtin the ſecond yeare of Q.El:zaberth 1559.Devember | 
17.was Mathew Parker legally conſecrated Archb. of Canterbury, by foure Biſhops, 
William Barlow formerly Biſhop of Bathe,then ele& of Chicheſter, !ohn Scory before | 
of Chicheſter,now ele of Hereford, Miles Coverdale Biſhop of Exeter, 10hs Hozeſe 

kins Suffragan of Bedford. Mathew Parker thus irrefragably ferled in the Archic- 
piſcopall See,withthree other Biſhops in the ſame Month of December, ſolemnely 
* conſecrated Edmund Grizdall,and Edwin Sands ; The publike Records are evident 
and particular,relating the Time, Sunday morning after Prayers; The place, Latn- 


berh-Chappell;The manner, Impoſirion of hands, The confecrators, Matthew Cart, 
William Chicheſter ,lohn Hereford,lohn Bedford; The Preacher at the Conſecration, 
Alexander Nowel; afterwards the worthy Deane of Pauls; The Texr, Take heedto 
- ſelves,and to allthe flock ec, The Communion, laſtly adminiſtred by the Arch- 
(hop. | | 


For Biſhop Iewel,he was conſecrated the month following in the ſame forme by 
Mathew Cant.Edmund London, Richard Ely,lohn Bedford. 

Laſtly,for Biſhop Horxe,he was conſecrated a whole yeare after this, by Mathew 
Cant.T homas S.Davids,Edmund Londen,Thomas Coventry and Lichfield ; The circum- 
itances, Time, Place, Forme, Preacher , Text, ſeverally recorded. The pat- 
ticulars whereof, T referre to the faichfull and clearerelarion of Maſter Francis M4- 
ſon;whoſe learned and fall diſcourſe of this ſubje&,might have farisfied all eyes,and 
ſtopped all mouths. What incredible impudency is this then,for thoſe which pretend 
not Chriſtianity only,bur the Conſecration of God, wilfully to raiſe ſuch ſhameful! 


rs s from the pit of hel,to the diſgrace of Truth, tothe diſparagement of our ho- 
y calling, - | 


4 CONT I FIR EPI 


Ler me therefore challenge my DereQor in this ſo important a point, wherein 
his zeale hath ſo far out-run his wit,and with him all the Brars of that proud Harlot, 
thatno Churchunder heaven can ſhew a more cleere, eeven, uncontrojabic, un- 


| 


croubledline of the juſt ſacceſſion of her Sacred Orders, then this of ours ; -if-bis 
Ds Rome»! 
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A Rome, for her tyrannous Primacy,could bring forth bur ſach Cards,the world would 


- were never true Orders inthe Churc 
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be too ſtrait for her. He ſhall. ma oh : be forced to confefſe, char either there 

of England (which he dares not ſay)or elſe 
chat they are ſti]lOurs, The. Biſhops in the time of King Henry the eight, were 
undoubted ; If they lefr Rome in fome corrected opinions, their Character was 
yet, by confeſſion, * indeleble. They laid cheir hands according ro Ecclefiaſticall 
conſtitution, upon the Biſhops 1n King Zdwards dayes;and they bothupon the Bi- 
ſhops inthe beginning of Queene E/zabeth ; They againe, upon the ſucceedin 
Inheritors of theirholy Sees,and they Jaſtly upon us ; ſo as never man could ſhewa 
more certaine and exquiſite pedegree from his great Grand-father, then wee can 
from the acknowledged Biſhops of King Hemries time, and thence upwards to hun- 
dreds of Generations. I confefſe indeed,our Archbiſhops,and Biſhops have wanted 
ſome Aaronicall accouſtrements, Gloves , Rings, Sandals, Miters, and Pall, and 
{uch other traſh : andour inferiour Orders have wanted Greazing and Shaving, and 
ſome other pelting Ceremonies. But let C. F. prove theſe eſſentiall which wee 
want, or thoſe Aﬀtsand Formes not cffentiall, which we have, Er Phyllida ſoltus ba- 
bets. In the meane time, the Church of Englandis bleſſed with atrue Clergie, and 
olorions;and ſuch a one, as his Italian generarion may impotently envy, and ſnarie 
at, ſhall never preſume tocompete with, in worthineſſe and honour ; And (as Do- 
Gor Taylor, that couragious Martyr, faid at his parting) Bleſſed be God for holy Mas: 
trimony. 


— 


SECT: XV ITT. 


MC Caviller purpoſety miſtakes my rule of Baſi/ the Great, and my text of the 
Great Apoſtle, whiles from both reſolve thus. 1pafſe nor what 1 heare men or 
Anzels ſay,while I heare God ſay, Let him be the Husband of one Wife : hewillneeds fo 
conſtrue ir,as if I trooke this of S.Pau/s for a command.not for an allowance : As if I 
meant to imply from hence, that every Biſhop is bound to have a Wife. Whois fo 
blind as the wilfull > Their Leo Þ calls theſe words a Preceprtion, I did not. If hee 


our Church, and no lefſe thena Grecian errour. Who knows not the extreames of 
Greece and Rome-and the Track of Truth betwixt chem both? The Greeke Church 


cannot be inboly Orders that is maried: The Church Reformed (ayes, Hee may be in holy 
Orders that is maried,and convertibly. 
this idle Greciſme}, and to the ſociety of the old Friſons ©, and (if Saint lerome 


and Neceſlity. If chen (Let him be the H wsband of one Wife, ) argue that a Bifhop may 
be amaried man, I have what I would, and paſſe not tor the contrary from Men 
and Angels.We willingly grant with Lather,that this charge is negative : Non velut 
 ſanciens dicit, faith Chryſeſtome. Bur this negative charge implies an affirmative al- 
lowance ; we ſecke for no more : | As for the authorities which my DeteRor hath 
 borrowedoChis Uncles of Rhemes, they might have beene well ſparcd : He tells us; 
Saint Jerome ſayes, 9.1 


P 


knew any thing, he could not be ignorant that this ſenſe is againſt the ſtreame of} 


faith, He cannot be in holy ©rders,that is not married : The Romith Church faith, Hee | 
Some goodtriends would needs fetch us into | 


rake itaright of Yigilantines) Eſpenceus,and Bellarmine and our Rhemiſts free us, There | 
is nolefſe difference betwixt themandus, then betwixt May and Muſt; Libettie 


X ui unam habucrit yon habeat He who bath had one Wife, not hethat 
hath oxe;] tell him Saint PayLfaith, 4 (4 a if any men be the Hasband of one Wife, 
 not,!f he have beexe.” Let © Saint Chryſoſtome therein anſwer HieromeAand' Epiphanizs, 
and all other pretended oppoſites: 0bftruere prorſus intendit hereticorun ova,qui uipti- | * Ti boml. 2. 
as damnant,,c.He purpoſ din this to flop the mouths of Hereticks,that condemned mariage, | 
ſhewing that that eſtate i faulileſſe, yea, ſo precious, that withit a man might be advanced 
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to the holy epiſcopall Chaire,Thus he; whom their learned Biſhop Eſpenc em ſeconds; 
and by the trueforce of the Text clearerh this ſenſe againſt all contradiftion. Nec 
enim Paulini de Epiſcops,@s. For (auth he) thoſe places of $. Paul concerning Biſhops, 
Priefls, and Deacons, cannit be ſoeluded, as that they doe onely belong to men that have 
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| Prieſt, 


Refut 9:94,95- 


| Reſur.y.95\ 


16bid, 


} 
| 


That the ſame 
condition 1s to 
be underſtood 
of her that is to 
bee choſen for 
the wife of the 


| Refat.). 92, 93+ 


Eſbent. l. precit. 


| | diſclaims. 


| beene ſometimes maried, and are now Widdowers and ſingle : but the Text doth plaine "I = 
| out Husbands , andthoſe that are now found inthe preſent eftate of mariage; which ;; wa A 
plyed,both by the word efſe,and by unius uxoriS Vir,that i, having oae Wife, not (is ſome i 14 
| have underſtood it) which hath had one; for (as Chryſoſtome hath noted) the Apoſtle | 
| would by the ſaciety of Mariage and Prieſthood, flop the mouths of Heraticks thai _ 
demned marriage : whereto adde, That the CApoſile among#i the wertues of a Biſhop reckons. 
| up this, T hat he doth governe bis owne honſe well, not that he did governeit,Thus he, Unto | | 
| which let me yet adjoynethis other conſideration, that rhe Apoſtle deſcribes whar 
manner of Wife a Biſhop ſhould haye ; which as in other profeſſions he hath nor | 
done,ſo in this would have beene uſeleſſe;if he had only aimedart an eſtate Paſt, and 
not preſent. | | : 
Where it is actinning tricke ofthe Rhemifts, and their Vulgar, in ttead of 7h;r 
Fives,to read The FYomen,quite beſides the Scope and Context of the Apoſtle:Asrg v 
the ſame parpoſe, Whereas their Leo in the fore-ciredEpiſtle ſayes,rhat this Precepr 
of a Biſhop, to be Huſband of onz Wife,was alwaies fo facred,ut etiam de waliere $4. 
cerdotts eligenda, eadem intellig ater ſervanaa conditio : Bellarmine, and his Mares would 
needs face usout,that the Copies are corrupted,and contends to have it read,Sacer- 
dotis El gendi;of the Prieſt to be shoſen,not,of the Wife: whom out induſtrious and wor- | 
thy Doctor Tames hath refelled both by the Prefle, and the Pen; by the CuleineEdi-| 
tion and Manuſcript authority: | 


C5 


As for that he cites fro Hierome againſt 7;5:lantivs, he might have found the falye | 
rogether with the Wound:Our Rhemifts cleare us from the imputation ofhis opini- 
on.For the reſt.Nothing is more plaine, than that our Apoſtle (according tothe juſt | $ 
interpretation of Chryſoff ome, T heodovet, T heophyla,and others)afſudes co the looſe | 
faſhis, as of the Grecks,ſo eſpecially of the 7ews, with whom Polygamy and re-ma- | 
riages,after unjuſt divorces,were in ordinary uſe;Theſe the Apoſtolicall Spirit fitds 
unfit for the Man of God,whom he therefore charges to bz oneiy , The Htuband of 
one Wife. So | 

Neither doth itargue too much wit inmy Refiiter, to bring two Fathers upon 
the Stage for hispurpoſe; and then to ſer them together by the cares with each 0- 
ther, Ambroſe (I meane) and Jerome, who in this which he cites them tot, con- 
fate one ancther, Hierome (though otherwiſe a backe-friend ro Wedlocke) cenfu- | 
ring the opinion of Ambroſe, as avouring too ſtrongly of Cazviſme, and fuperſtiti- 
on : How ever, eventhe more vehement of the two, ontof this place doth hold | 
Mariage, compatible with holy Orders, which is the only thing I required : Soas 
ſtill, This one word ſhall confirme me againſt all impure mouths: [mpure,Not for preferring 
Continency, as my Caviller willrake it, but for depraving Mariage, by the foule 
titles of Fleſhlineſſe and Senſuality; ſuch as his owne;a worſe wee need not : Net- 
ther doth Saint Ambroſe at all control] me herein, whiles he teacheth that the Apo: | 
{tle doth not here invite us to beget children in the Priefihoud, Habentem enim dixit filtos, 
non facientem : we did not challenge hence any command, wee challenge an allow- 
ance,which we haveand proclaime - That may nor fay, ſome Copies of Ambroſe 
runne (accordingas I have learned of our eminent Doftor Fulke_) Habentem filios, 
aut faciemtem, Having children, or begetting them : The difference is not worth ſtand- 
ing for : Let it paſſe after hisowne reading. I could ſtop hismouth with thein- 
genuous anſwer of his Fences : Habentem enim,gc. For he faid, Having chilaren, 
not begetting them: Debellatum hic eſſet &c. This field were wonne,ifeither this were 
the Texr,and not the Gloſſe,or they that thus interpret it,were Apoſtles,asthey are | 
not. Thus their owne Biſhop. But I neednot call for any ayde. The words of 4m- 
breſe doplainely drive againſt an invitation, or command, which we doe willingly 


ww 
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' | rot to have kept his benevolence towards his Wife, which s © gonefrom him, how ſhould he 
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700. 
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SECT LIN 


| 


| |= ba unhappy is this man that ſtill ſhoots his Arrowes quite beſide the But? He 
| + ®proves,for{ooth, with greatzeale, that the Fathers never underſtood apoſitive 
command in our Apoſtles words, which I never thought ſo much as in dreame: and 
then he bends his Forces againſt Bygamie, which I no where ayouched.The Man of 
valour loves to play his prizes alone. | Os, 

| Heres no command ben (faith he ) bat a permiſſion; How much are we bound to hin 
| for this favour? Permiſi? Thus much he,with his holy Father, yeelds to their Stews: 
| No,here is adire@ allowance. Let himbethe Husband of one Wife, Not, He may be ſo: | 


But this was onely for a time,he faith, becauſe of the paucitie of ſingle Clergy. men- 


grounded conceit(what countenance ſoever it may find in aprivate humane autho- 
rity)ſhall paſſe with us as a Gloſſe of Bardeaux,that marres the Text.But how ſhame- 
lefty, how fraudulently,how like himſelfe,doth my Refuter cite Chryſoſtomes Caſtigat 
| impuadicos,c. He checketh the incontinent (faith the Father) whiles he permitteth them 
| 08 after their ſecond mariages to be preferred to the government of the Charch,and digni- 
13 of Paſtors ; and there my Refurer ſtops, with, So hez whereas,if he had gone for- 
| ward,the place had anſwered him,and it ſelfe:For(faith Chryſoflome)be which i found 


1 


Xefut p.96, 


Let him ſhew me the Apoſtles limitation, and I am farisfied; otherwiſe, this mifſ: | 


 Chryſoft 18 TH:- 


 bea good Teacher ts the Church? Plainly ſhewing us that he intends this to thoſe un- 
chaſt Huſbands,which after an unjuſt divorſe of their former wives, have maried al- 
ſoa ſecond; not Meer the death of the firſt. 

| Thelike Prieltly fidelity he uſeth inthe place of Chryſoſt ome, Hom.2.upon 18b;the 
poore Man had cakenup ſome ſcraps of quorations upon truft, having never ſeen the 
Authors; For,Chryſofoweneuer wrote any Homilies upon the Booke of 70b;onely he 
hath five Homilies of the Patience of 10b; whereof this cited is the ſecond; wherein 
| his,crr0ri ignoſccbathath reference rather to, ſine crimine, which he oppoſeth toirre- 
prehenſibiles,than,to vir anivs axors,as the ſequell plainely ſhewes. As for Bigamy, it 
16 cut of our way;but fince his loquacity wil needs rovethicher,let him ſhew that be- 
fore Montanus infefted the World with a prejudice againſt ſecond Mariages, after 
deceaſe,they were held unlawfull for any calling, or perſon, and we will granthim 


[Dj clamorous to ſome purpoſe. 


To prove this opinionand pratice of the Church, like a wiſe Maſter;he brings in 
* Tertulliansauthority,in his Book which he wrote in the time of his Hereftezwhiles 
| he was oyer the eares in Montaniſme;where he relsus,he hath krowne ſome ejected 
| for ſecond Mariages. Burif hehad ever read the Booke following,ofMonogatnie,he 


E 


might have found his Tert»llian(then Montanizing) to upbraid the true and Catho- 
' like Church, which he calls Pſhchicos, with the uſuall practice and allowance of the 
| ſecond Mariages of their Biſhops.* uot enim & digami, &c. For how many Biſhops are 
there amongſt you twice maried?But who ever was thatcht withſo vaine a Babler?I pro- 
| ved from Saint Paul,that a Biſhop might have one Wife:he proves by Councelsand 
Fathers, that he maynot have two. Ir is pity that his Maſters the Jeſuits have no 
' more Trees for him to ſetwith the roots upward : Any thing rather then to weary 

the World with his fooliſh clacking. ae | 


——————— 


upon the Councel of Conſtantinople, before it come in his way, and ſpends a whole 
leafeonely to tell us that he will talke of it hereafter. Hereafterhe ſhall receive an 
ſwer enough;What needs this diſorderly anticipation? To conclude then, this place 


| of our Apoſtle ſtands for us unſhaken,by any the impotent blaſts of his frivolous E.- 
 lufions, and ſhall warrant us againſt Earth and Hell, that a Biſhop may bethe Hrif- 


| band of one Wife. 
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Our of this indiſcreet & odious verboſity(leſt he ſhould want noiſe )he ſtumbles 
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Refut.p-09- Y next place, ofthe honourableneſſe of Mariage amongſt all, he ſmoothies cy, 
l <- 4 My a penal conceſlion;profeſſing with Fulgentizs,and Hierom, to GM 
high Titles to that ſtate, on!y preterring the rule of a better life; praiſing Mariage 
bur more excolling Virginity : But who ever made the compariſon? Thele are faire | 
| Nets to catch Fooles;Whiles he heaps up all the reproachfull crermes that ſpight can 
| deviſe againſt the very ſtate of Mariage,in ſome callings,not ſo much as prejudiced 
by Vow.how doth he grant Mariage honourable amongſt all? If the compariſon he 
| the matter he ſtands upon, let him ſay, Mariage is good, and lawfull for all conditi. 

ons; Virginity is better;he ſhal have no adyerfary.And whereas(to cal him toreck- 
| oning for arrerages)hic turned off this place(when it was)with a ſcoffe our of Belar- s 
| Reſutpi13- | mine, That Mariage is honourable amongſt al!,yet notberweene Father and Daugh- 

ter,&c. The man alluded fare to their great and good Alexander the fixr, and the 
chaſte Lacrece,of whom he knows the Riddle. 


e 


| 4 Filia, ſponſa, Nurs. 
4 Here lies Parks ©  Fk- S » . 
Lucrece in For us,that itis honorable inall eſtates of men þy Apoſtolicall warrant, is ſuffici- 
name,Thais 


_—_ ent aſſurance, that tono calling, or eſtate, ir can be difhonourable and unlawfull, 
Theſume But to untie Belarmines trifling knot : Ifay, Mariage 15 honourable, » == but not 
Popes daugh- | 777wy ag5s mzozs: in all, but not betweene all: That 1s every man'may marry with a wo- 
= remote man,butnot with any woman whatſoever.as with his Mother,or Siſter. So Father 
fonnes wife, \ and Daughter may marry. bur not one the other. See now whata worthy Meſſe of C 
Sophiltry is laid in S.Pauls diſhby theſe Carvers,and how eaſily ofer-murned:So as] 
might very wel proclaime to allthe world(which I do now confidently ſecond)#het 
if God might be Judge of this Controwerſie,tt were ſoone at an end. If my Retuter make fa. | 
5 Tuan 4, | cesat this,their whole Schoole ſhallbeare meour init, Et © ſane communs eft (chile | 
Cont.c.z.Cajet. | reſolutio,c+c. And in trath it «(faith their Eſpencem)the common reſolution of the Schiole | 
Opuſ-de Cajiite that if we inſiſt onely in thoſe things which were ſpoken by Chriſt and written by the Apoſtles | 
inthe Canon of the New Teſtament ( ſecluding the Lawes of the Church) holy Orders, nei-| 
ther a5 Oraers, nor 4s holy, are any hindrancesof Matrimony, Thus he. And faid Tany || 
more? any other? | 
By their confeſſion then,God never impoſed this Law.My proofe was,that even | 
in the time of that legall ſtricneſſe, he allowed Wedlock tothe Miniſters of his San- 
Ctuary.Herein how am I refuted? 1fhe meane (faith my Detector) that for purity and | 
perfection of life the Law of Moſes was more ftrid the the Goſpell,the untrath is notorious, | 
To which he addes ont of Hicrome,that the greater perfection of the Evangelical Sa- | 
crific: exaQeth greater Holinefſe;zand concludes , hat thepermiſſion of Wives in the 
Aaronicall Prieſt hood argues evidently the imperfettion of that Law. So he, Surely, God 
wanted this Counſellor nppon Mount Sinaizhe conld have adviſed him better Rules 
of his mil-contrived Prieſthood. 3. 

Would my Refuter makehimſelfe ſo ignorant, as not to know:thatnotwithſtan- 
ding the rather greater perfe&ion of Morality required under the Goſpell, yer that 
Levicicall Law placed impurity in many of thoſe creatures and a&tions,wherein the 
Evangelical findethnone? : Did not the touch of ſome Veſſels or Garments make a | p | 
man legally uncleane ? Did not the lawfull a&t of Conjugall Benevolence ? Didnot | 
the accidents ofthe holieſt Child-bed cary inthean expiable impurity?It he benot 
a Jew, he will nor fay it is ſtill thus under the Goſpell.How juſtly therefore might I 
inferre, thar if our holy God, untowhoſe Wiſdome ir ſeemed good to ſtand of old | 
upon ſuch points of ontward uncleanneſſes; did notwithſtanding allow Wedlocke | 
to his Prieſthood, much more: (at leaſt no-leffe)under the Goſpell,doth he allow It, 


ES When as all thoſe imputations of impurity are vaniſhed, - . 


—— 


| lbid,p.102,103. 
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TO The Honow of the Mſaried (lergiv. © 


— 


Tm 


A ot oO ODBRCINITIED 
NS SECT. XXI. | 
Produced the Teſtimony of their Pope.cheir Cardinal their DoGor. Baſs Rule te 
| ſure one, _ the Wikeſſes of En «2g rn _- gener oh Ca rs | mms: 
| Parormitan, Their Pope, Pims the ſecond, Their Do& IVE. 1 REIT Carainal was | 
My Refuter likes his words ſowell, thar 11 CT COS ET TOO, | 
like a ſfawcy fellow he d "ue | 
Hat,and trample itintheFloore; d: ORE OO EO NEE? PRION AS Tec 
[per ricipe a fe be Schiſme. loore; denying his Cardinalſhip, and charging him 7pith | 
Bur firſt,he cannot(T hope)deny hi PT ot 
erm = his red Har, Fenn fey tony nina __ worn mags 
Pp. elr OWne ying ; Felix the falſe Pope (he ſa es) th z It Was Or | 
Councell of B{/, confiſting of no lefle th { coker puns; ever 
Finals Archbih _ ek | e then foure hundred reverend Perſons. Car- 
I” ps,DoGors;gathered & allowed at firſt RT 
| hen by his Succeſſ ; 7 at nit, by Pope Martin: 
: by efſor Eugenics the fourth,afterwards was upon ſome Politi ; 
erations called off by Exgeziws ; The Father of th a0 ig oliick conſi- 
| | ftrengrh,ſhood ups the "ihrofih, Fw ans r of the Councell finding their owne 
Pope; he proceeded to obſtinacy;choſe brave ſp -« des umgen. {creme ral 
| . : ſpirits(upon r Gderation ); | 
depoſed him. In the roome of his Zn when mains" quark nhprer yin 5d were 
= 4:5 p63 rang Us Eugenius,(arherwiſe called Gabri | 
| rn ay aged voy Kod-7 o9rs grows a the devout Dake ofs den ontent 
| | £&/XTNE FUULA;A MAantoog or that See;neither had he ever any fogr ; blemiſh ! 
» = —_ + area _ oi a Pope : agar can tell us, whata Kennell "rin 
| FRY aia Ors n 4 
him; All Hiſtories ſpeake of his Ds Tbieey 6 Ny goed _ 5 +. bi 27 
_—_ O were wy = Keyes. He makes choyce of Archbiſhop pr 
, 0 | . . - We 
[ootagmger ha F ca _ S 4 hatoffence 1s here? But he was a falſe Pope. Ifthe 
; a true Councell,then was Fe/cx a true Pope. It 1 
ders choice whether he will beleeve foure hundred Divines  reprefornlng _— 
| whole Church,or a Popes paraſite, But Panormitandyed in the Schiſme einkk BG, | 
pow. The World knows that the greateſt blot Panormitan ever had, was his yio- | 
4 _ uu we, vx, non —_ - _— of Argens, againſt eloquetit Segovins, A 
iſt the whole ſtreame ot that ouncell ; This is the thanke h r x 
| Felix ſcelus virtus wvocatur, If Ewgentiss had not dealrunder-hand wh the Dat hin 
D| France,and Fredericke of Auſtria, (then ambirious of the Empire) and hoy all his 
wits, both to make new Cardinals,and rodivert the Neutrals, Eagen:iz had not been 
| Felix, and Felix had beene ſtill Ewgeniz, the true and undoubted Succeſſor of Peter: 
| How-ever, iftheſe points ſhould be ſtriftly ſtood upon, Rome would be ata loſe; 
= which many a time hath been to ſeeke for her Head. But what though ir were oran- 
ted that Pawormitan was Cardinalated by an intruding Pope?Can this call down the | 
| authority of his judgement and Writings? eſpecially thoſe which he wrote before 
_ ht Langinnd i Pens only Abbot: And yet may be cited by us un- | 
der the name of Cardinall : as Bearmines DiQates and Compoſt T 
| ronpyut ny ary gh an chat Fa POR _ —_- 
Once,this I am fare of.that * Cardinall Be/armne doubts not to ſtile Payormitan FR 
Catholike and learned Door. This is the ntan that ſtands with his Ha wk 4 fever 
| : . F | t off his | #6.1 c.19. . | 
worſhipfull Clarke of Doway,andrellshim that Continency is not of he Gb Catholic alo.| 
__ 5 ir by Div ap pag rare» it:whereto he ſhufles out a miſerable and 5 | 
elperate aniwer,as we lnall leC inthe ſequel]. wa 
Butin the meane time,ſee the cunning of my Catholike Cayiller This is not the | 
| ſentence I ſtood upon, of Panormitan, it wasnotthis, whereto I oachtmad hte | 
0yez , but another , which he flily finothers, notdaring ſo much as rorepeat it , | 
1 left his Romanizing popular ignorant Readers ſhould heare, and fee, and ſmell, | 
| that the ſacred Celibate of Prieſts did ſtinkean hundred yeares before Luthi#5 time, | 
I will therefore here fupply forhim, and, hoping he will in his next take tiouice of PNETTEAY 
che ſentence,will repreſent it here againe. fo Da axorn de | 
þ.- The words are theſe, Melits foret, & 4 bono & ſalute animarum ſalubrizsſi & he pg; 
JE Pppa________.._ aninſcoiaſy! 
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T he Honour of the Married:C roibe. 


ts te eee. 


ew, 
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wninſcujuſh, voluntati relinquerernr, ita wt mon valentes aut 203 volentes continere, Poſ= A 
(int contrahere; nia experient1a accente 6xperiewnr contrarinm effettun ſequi ex illa lege | © 
continentie, cum hodie plerique non vivant ſpiritualiter, nec ſunt mund:, ſed emaculentg 
illicito coita cuvs ipſorum graviſiimo peccats, ub1 cum propria axoreecſſet caſtit ee. 'Thatz ; 
It were better ,and more wholeſome for the good ,and ſakvation of ſoules.jf t'were left to Ty 
ry mans will, (0 as they wbich cithen cannot or will not comaine mig ht marry, For meifind. 
by experience 4 contrary effect to follow #upon that Lay of Continency; fince the greateſt Jurt 
(of our Prieſts) at this day live not ſpiritually , neither are.chaſte, but ave defiled with uxlaw.. 
full copulations, 101 without their moſt hainous ſunne : whereas, with their owne Wie it 
ſhonld be Chaſtity. Thus he. A ſentence worthy of that Epiphonemaof mine, (ts this 
ardinall thinke you or an Hugnenor?) With this,my Detector deales,as their Inquif. 
tion doth wirh a miſ-named Hereticke; he chokes it up 1n ſecret; or, if hebrin ix |, 

forth,it is not without a gag inthe mouth: All hisanſwer is,VFe tye not our ſelves to 6. 
very mans opinion,and,This ſemtence-is cenſured by Bellarmine as erroneous , As if Pange. 
mitan were every body,and Bellarmine an Oracle.It is enough for us,that one of their 
own greateſt, learnedft, zealouſeſt Prelates juſtifieth our Mariages, andwiſhech 

them in uſe rather then their Continency, ; | = 
To that other Teſtimony of Panormitan,he anſwers by a grant, yeelding ns freely, 
That if we take divine Law for that which is expreſſely determined in Scripture, it muſt 
needes be ſaid that there is no evident proofe ſet downe of continency in Ercleſiaſticallmen by 
the Apoſtles, yet, that it s ſo inſinuated, and the obſervation of it hath beene ſo ancient, \as 
Bellarmine zoteth that it may be truly termed Apoſtolicall, Thus he. And even for this 
are we beholden to him; All his friends would not have beene fo liberall. His 1vanzes. 
Major jhis Clitovens,his Torren(is,and all their rigorous Clients would not have ſaid. 
ſo: As,0n the other fide,the 01d gloſfe wasnor fo wiſe, that could only fay (which is 
now expunged) Apeſtoli docuerunt exemplo, The CApoſites taught this by their example, 
Bur whar are thele ſo pregnant inſinuatios? Good wits have found the out;One was | 
» Bener-p, that of. Iynocentins the ſecond, T hat theſe men are the veſſels and Temples of God, there- 
dit.28. fore they may not,Cubilibus & immunditiss ſervire, ſerve for chambring and waxtonniſſe.. 
Ywis,no Lay-man is ſuch, therefore he may beallowed to be filthy. Another wasof | 

1 Luke 2r. Franc. Torrenſis, Take heed left your hearts be oppreſſed with ſurfetting and drunkenneſſe, 
h +; "v9 ana cares of thi life : Whereof Biſhop ® Zſpenceue 1s ſo aſhamed,thar he anſwers it 
oi with an Abſit, God forbid(faith he)t hat we ſhould think that the Lord, which is the Author 
and ſanitifier of Mariage , ſhould holdit inthe ſame rank with ſurfetting anddrankennes. 
GE iy Another was of the ſame Author (i teaching ws to deny nngodlineſſe aud worldly luſts:) 
ph ou vis” us,ofthe Clergy;beltke the reſt need not; And who knows not the witty and learned 
man comnixti. | infiruations of their good Siricivs, Thoſe that arein the fleſh cannot pleaſe Goa? Theſe, 
asf cog and ſuch like are the forcible inſinuations of this impoſed continency, which even 


comuptionem & | very oyes and Ideots can hifſe out of the Schooles, 
Comquinationen | - 
wvocat illehabet | — - 
cohabitatorem 


demonem Aps- | - SECT.XXI1. 
\ ſtatam. 1gnat. 


- ano {Rom Panormitan, he deſcendsto my alleadged Gratian, who becavſe he ſpeakes, 
theſe words(by way of explication)in a cotinued tenor with a ſentence of Auſtin, 

is(to my mortall finne) cited by me as ſpeaking from 4»/{;z, The poſition and the 

inference ofthe words is ſuch as might deceive any fechrhat would truſt a Grat#an; 
What might the price be(trow weJof ſuch a crime in the Apoſtolike chamber ? In 
Reſut.zes. | My next Shrifr,he ſha]l heare, mea capa; The words arc Gratiens, that Copula Sacer- 
aotalis vel conſanguiueorum, The mariage or (as this Clerkly Grammarian tranſlates 

It) the carnall copulation of Prieſts, or kinsfolke, us not forbidden by any Legall, Evangeli- 
call,or Apoſtolicall authority, but by Eccleſiaſticall Law it s forbidden, Wee could not 
 [hyreaProQorto ſay more. Butherein C.E.hath deteed rwo foule faults of thecl- 
Refin-p.106. - cation; The one, tharl truſted his Gratian fo far,as ro:make him ſpeake out of Auſtin, 
| _ | which(T truſta little Holy-water may waſh off, The other, That I concealed the ma- 
| = riage of kinsfolke withinthe prohibited degrees : which (faith he) ahoughonely fobliins | 
by |__ 
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A | by Eccleſiafticall Law, yet dares not M. Hall (1 thinke) tranſereſſe it; ſo 45 this Law hat 
| | greater forcetben he ſuppoſeth it to have. So he. Plainly, my Refuter knowes not what 
he faith,elſe he would never thus palpably plead againit himſelFor,whatever thing 
. dt - . "Wb 
was there 1n all the conſticutions of his Church, more ſubject to yariarion, than the 
legall ſupputation of the forbidden degrees? which was a long time confined to the 
{ | third degree inclufively;another while extended tothe fourth,and ſometime to the 
ſeyenth.Lethim herein reconcile his Pope Nicholas & Gregory, with Pope Inwocent; 
| | Whereofthe one left al free that were without the pale of the fourth degree,the o- 
ther reſtrained all tothe ſeventh; And whenhe finds an unalterablenes in the deter- 
| mination of theſe degrees,let him plead for an equally-facall neceſſity ofhis Eccleſi- 
aſticall continence ; in the meane time, let him take it patiently to be beaten with 
B | his own Rod. 
| No divine Law then (he grants) hath injoyned this Celebate, but afi Ecclefiaſti- 
call.What1s this other than I ſaid? God never impoſed this Law of continency; Who then? 
« The Church. And why way not I goon, to aſke, Whether a good wife would gain-ſay | x ®ſtenc.ex 
what ber hacband willeth? Flouriſhing will not anſwer this. All the praiſesof beauty | 
and fidelity which are givento the true Church,argue Rome to be the falſe. Where- Fas igitur 
as therefore the Prieſt ſhuts up thus bravely ; And this Minifter; who wonld make the | Fcleſabonine- 
oneto gain-ſay the other, ſhonld bring ſome place or ſentence toſhow the ſame(which be may TI ak 
chance to do the next mornins after the Greek Calends) or elſe never avonch ſo unchriſtian | &: magit quan 
4 Paradexe, He ſhall underſtand that his Greek Calendsare paſt. The Spirit of God | #9 79nt: 
ſaith, A Biſhop may be the Hwbazd of one Wife. The Church of Rome fayes, 4 Biſhop | hould there- 
C | 1149 not be the Hucband of any Wife at al:Whether'is this a contradition ? The Spirit | fore doelike a 
of Godſayes, Mariaze is honourable amongF#t all men, The Church of Rome ſayes, Mari- - NG ; 
age & diſhonourable to ſome. The Spirit of God ſayes,To avoid Fornication,let every may | the medicine 
have his Wife. The Chutch of Rome like a quick-huſwite, faies, Soxe Order of men ang" -vo 
ſhall not have a Wifethough to avoid Fornication.Let my Maſſe-Prieſt ſhew theſe tobe | tmethen 
no contradictions(which he may chance to do at the Greek Calends) or elſe grant | 8994. 
| | rhistobe neither Paradox.nor unchriſtian. MDGED: 
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SECT: XX IFI. | 


| 
| 
—_ - ini JF 


D | [Rom Cardinall Parormiter,T aſcended to Pope Pixs the Second, whom I uſhered 
in with this Preface, Let a Pope himelfe ſpeake out of Peters Chayre, Pius the ſecond, | 
| | 4s learned as hath (it in that ruome this thouſand yeeres, Two things my Caviller ſnarles| 
at in the Preface, two in the authority it ſelfe. | 

My firſt manifeſt untruth' is, that Piz the Second ſpake this as out of the Chaire. 
A wiclefſe miſprilio.I hope he fat : in Pezers Chayre that ſpake 1r,if he ſpake itnot as 
from the Chaire, I care for no more. Is not this ſufficient to win reſpect froma Ca- | 
tholike Prieſt? Otherwiſe, whether it were Stoole,or Chayre;or if a chaire, whether 
the coſiſtoriall,or the Porphyry chaire,wherein he firs before his firſt triumph1an- || ,; 2... 
quam in fiercoraria,it is all one ro me. Themſelves muſt firſt agree what it is toſpeake | cerem. 
as from the Chaire, ere I can affirme that P:# the Second ſo ſpake this. 1d Populus 
p | curet, 1 referred the chaire ro the man, not to the ſpeech:In the meane time C.E.is | 
not ſo good a groome to that Chaire,as Gregory of Valence, who attributes infallibi- 
lity toa Popes ſentence,thongh it be * ſive cu79 & ftudio.My ſecond wrong is the ſu-| m p;4.poy. 
perlative laſhing(ſo he cals it) of other Popes learning in compariſon of this. I cry | incu, | 
| | him mercy; I did not know what fin itwasto commend a Popes learning; That Is 
not it (I confeſſe)thar caries away the Crownes and the Keyes: But the compariſon 
offended.Perhaps C.E.hath knowne the Chaire more learnedly furniſhed:It may be | 
he thinkes of Boz#face the Ninth, called before Peter de Thomacelis, a Neapolitan, 
" who could neither write, nor ſing ; hardly underſtanding the propoſitions of the | ,,,,,,,, .;;,,, 
Advocates in the Conſiſtorie; inſomuch as in his time, 1nſcitia fere venalis fata fuit | 6.14.6. 
in ipſa curia;, Ignorance was growne valuable, Or it may be he thinks of thoſe anci- | 
ent ferule-fingred Boy-Popes ; one of the BenedifFs, a grave father of tenne yeeres | 
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| old; or lob the thirteenth an aged Stripling of ninteene. Orperhaps he alludes to}; 

thoſe learned times (within my compaſie)which were acknowledged in the Cour. . 
cell of Rhemes; where,when offer was madeof requiring the Popes judgement, jt 
was publikely replied, that befides the expoſednefle of the City to ſale, Rome FA | 
nullum fere eſſe qui literas araicerit, T here was ſcarce a man at Rome, that could ſpell bis 
Letters. | | | | | 

Hew quam perfatue ſunt tibi, Roma, tog & | 

IfT ſhould here adde out of C4/phonſws de Caſtro, that ſome Popes were ſhch, | | 
0 Alphov/. eon- | BICAL Clerkes, ® #t Grammaticam penitus ignorent , That they had wo skillin Gray | | 
tra heriſlib.x. | mar, C. E, would tell me that my Booke is not of a.corrected edition,though it was 


om grnn printed at Coleine.Such bran hath beene calt out in rheirlater ſifting and ſhifting of | | 
[193 — | Authors. "16 
Ee ES _ 

SECT. XXIMIL. 


DT N the authority it ſelfe, his Cavils are childiſh 5 Where Piws ſaid * Sacerdoribus 


was forbidden | B1magna ratione ſublatas nuptias , maiore reſtituendas videri > My firſt fault is, thatT| | 
to Prieſts, bur] eyrne $acerdotes, The Clergie, inſtead of Priefis;which word is ofa large extent, in- 
iorrees | Cluding alſo Biſhops: The filly man ſees not that I tranſlated it rohis advantage, a- 
fit to be reſto-| gainſt my owne; For, every Sacerdss is Clerics,not every Clericus, Sacerdos, Very 
Rfid 6 X0P, frequently are Biſhops comprehended under the name of Sacerdotes, as well as of 

Clers;and no lefleuſial under the name of Cleric: rhe ſuperior Orders are not com- C 
prehended.He 1s not worthy to write himſelf Prieſt,that underſtands his Orders no 
better. 

My ſecond error 15, That I turned the laſt Clauſe of the Sentence, (!s to be refto- 
rea) whereas the words are Reftitnenaas videri, Here could be no fraud, whiles I 
ſetthe Latin words inthe Margine. The man thinks of his (#3 3% 43) or his, 
Videtur quod fic; probatur quod non, but if his Grammer had not beene 1l! learned, 
he had knowne that (7:deri) doth not alwaies ſignifie a doubtfull probability, 
but ſmerimes a certaine evidence, as, Yiſum eft Spiritui Sanfo & nobx;, and Qui 

videbaztur columne ; Or, if this Logicke had fully taught him the Diſtinftions of 
(Sunt and Yidentar)this quarrell had beene ſpared. This Seeming was Being ; Or, it 
this lawleſſe Lurker hadever had any taſte of the Civill or Canon Law, hee might 
have beene able to conſtrue that Maxime, 2od quis per alium facit; per ſe facereui- 
| aetur : and that judged Caſe, 9ni nomen debitoris legatum wiutns exegerit, legatum 
ademiſſe videtur. In this ſtile ſpake this learned Pope, which my unlearned Ad- 
verfarie cannotreach unro. For, if Pizs , or Sylvias, may have leave to comment | | 
upon himſelfe,when the queſtion was of ſuffefting 4madews Duke of Savoy,a ma- 
ried man.in the roome of Engenize, Ex quo conftas (faith he) &c. Iris apparant that 
not onely he, which hath beene married, but hethat is maricd, may be afſumed to 
the Popedome : andallittleafter, Fortaſſe pejus non eſſet, ec. And perhaps it were not 
worſe , if more Prieſts had Wiwves, for many would be faved in a marricd Prieſihood which 
now in a fixgle Prieſthood are damned ;, hee ſaith direCtly ; Damnantur, They are dam-\ | 
ned, not, They ſeeme to bee damned. And therefore to prevent this reall damna-| p 
tion, Mariage isreally to bee reftored to them, not that it ſhould onely ſeeme to 
bee reſtored. To conclude, take Yideri, for bare ſeeming, ſurely, it muſt bee con- 
ſtraed, Yidetur mih:, I Pope Plus thinke-, or indge; that it were fat that Prieſts ſhould 
pave the libertie of Mariage reſtored againe to them; which rogether with ſublat6s 


| implyeth, tharin former timesPrieſts were maried; and as the caſe now ſtandeth, 
| ought againe ſo to bee. Which is the yery ſtate of this queſtion, which Wee | 
- | avouch. | 


 Andinhis Epiſtle to 16hn Freiind, Credimmas te non inſulſo uti confilio, Tthink it1s #0 
#11 Counſell for thee ( ſince thou canſt uot containe) to ſeeke for a Wife ;, although that ſhoula?! | 
havebeene thought of, before. thou didſt euter into holy Orders , but wee are not all Gods, | | 
that we can fore-ſee future things; ſince it is comme 10 this that thou canſt not reſiſt the 4% 
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of thy . Fleſh, it ts better for thee to warry then to burne. Thus he. 


ed formerly 1n this Iland of onrs,left two Baſtards behind him, the one,begorten of 
an Engliſh woman, the other, ofa Scottiſh; The one whereothe commends to his 
Father Sylvin;,a Citizen of Syemna; the other he confeſſes to his friend P. de Noxers: 
But this indeed was before his Prieſthood; Afterwards, it is ſtrange what he con- 


marr For which advice, \ 
doubtlefſe he found good cauſe in his owne experience;who having beene imploy- 


feſſes of himſelfe in his 92. Epiſtle z A1hi herclt parum meriti eft in caſtitate,; 1 cannat 

boaſt of any merit in my chaſtity, for to tell the truth(Magrs me Venus fugitat qui eeoillam 

horreo) Venus doth rather flie from me,then I abhorre it. It was not therefore out of ſpe- 

_ but ſenſe,notout of feeming,but certainty, that xy/vius paſſes his Reflituen- 
4s Videri, 

So now to ſhut up this point, the bleſfed Apoſtle St.Paal, and (in his Attendance) 
Panormitan,Gratian,and Pius(in their cleere ſuffrages for us )are fully acquitted from 
the vaine cavils ofmy DeteQor;and God is on my ſide,the Church of Rome.on his. 
Let Sincerity judge which Scale of the Ballance is heavier. 


— 


SECT: AXAV. 


fRom the lawfulneſſe of our Mariages; I deſcended to the Antiquity; where my 

Refuter takes an 1gnorant exception. Iſaid, Some things have nothing to plead for 
them but Time: Age hath beene an old refuze for falſhood: Then T lay for my foundation 
Tertullians Rule; * That which is firſt is traefl,My DeteRor findes here a flat contradi- 
Ction,and cryes out, Do theſe men wake or Jeep when they write? There are none of his 
wiſe friends which wil not be aſhamed ofthis grofle ſtupidity:For whether of theſe 
two Sentences can he diſhike? and if both be allowable, how can they be contradi- 
cory?neither am I his Adverſary herein, but Tertullian, What furer way could there 
be,then to controll the pretences of a ſecondary antiquity. by the firſt 2 And what 
contradiction is 1n this? The firſt is true:all under the firſt is obnoxious to error; The 
puiſne poſthumous Antiquity hath been a refuge for falſhood, the Primigenious 
Antiquity(which proceeded from the ancient of Dayes)is certaine. Ler this Trifler 
go learne to ſpell Engliſh, ere he preſume to Divinity. This antiquity is the rouch, 


Romith innovations,ſhamefully counterfeit. 

Not to go back ſo far as Paradiſe(though I well might)where God made the firſt 
weddingin perfe& Innocence;I began with Moſes and his Leviticall Brother-hood; 
to which my Refucer replyes; That yet in cating their Paſcall Lamb they had their loynes 


whereby we deſire all truth to be tryed ; whicheaſily finds all the gilded Coynes of 


hadyhis Concu- 
bine, to whom 


threeſcore Flo 
rens for her 
Dowry.Epiſt, 
361, 


Refut p.119, 


* Rectnny eſt 
quodcunt; {415 
mum adulteri- 


polterizcs ,Tert. 
de Preſe. 


| 


Refut-p. 111, 


Whiles he was | 
Cardinall, hce | 


at laſt hee gave } 


| 


rum quodeuntg; | 


girt.Juſtly concluded! All the Jews did eat the Paſchall Lamb with their loynes girt, 
for the expedirion, or moment of their flight, therefore their Prieſts and Levites 
didnot converſe with their Wives. It his Superiours of Doway do not bluſh at this 
Logick, his wir and their ſhame are gone together. 

But,They abftained(he ſairh)from their Wives, whiles they did minifter in the Sanitu- 
ary; What if we yeeld this? Their Miniſtration was by courſes, and had intermiſſi- 
ons. There is an holy and decent modeſty in all thoſe which are worthy to ferve at 
the Altar, which teacheth them to give God his due times, with reſpect even of out- 
ward purity;which is all that 4 Zuſebizs by chem miſſe-tranſ(Jated,& miſſe-alleaged 


was bound every day to a morning and evening Sacrifice, who yet was not reſtraj- 
nedfrom a conjugall ſociety? That Bone hath troubled, blunted, and broken better 
Teeth than his. | | 


read to have had any wife at all; What of this? He,whom he prefigured,was only aſpi- 
rituall Huſband to his Church.If this man be not read to have had a Wife; no more 
ishe read to, have had Father or Mother. Nay,he is read to have had neither. Why 
doe they not thence infer that Prieſts ought ro have xeither,bur to be begotten and 


by him, requireth.But what will my Refurer ſay to the High Prieſt himſelfe, which 


Bur(faith he) The figure of the eternall Prieſthood of Chriſi(to wit) Melchiſedeck,zs not 


| tibus,they turne 


q Evſeh.e 
prep. EVane. 
{1.c.9, 


"YE- - 
Tos EE8144v0r; 


1* Sacra faeten- 


it, Sacrati, Cc. | 
Refut.p.11ds 


borne of Angels,not of humane kinde?which is as good for an inference as that fop- 
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The Honour of the Married Clergie. 


Reſt. p.ll2, 


| © 1C07.9.5. 
| 


i Clam.Recog- 
at. l.7. 


t Dzſt.31.0#+ 
wn. 


| Refur.pagec 13, 


Men and Bre« 


| thren, 


| *A Title given 
toGregory,alſo 
| 22 Apolog.Tu- 
zmltuarta.. 


| Refut-p.T15. 


\toſcrall the Idiotiſmes of either Language, and divers readings in the Margin? E- 


| 


_—— cc 


ſedec(as wifer menthen mine Adverſaric have upon good probabilities thought)he 


—_——— 


ce a a, 


p ery is fora Legendary fable,chat Luther was begottenby an I»cabws,Yet had the Li. | ; 


terall(not myſticall) Melchiſedec both Father and Mother : and if Sem were Melchi.. 


may paſſe, I hope, for a maried man. : 
As for the perfe&tion of the new Law above theold.itonly bars thoſe inſtitutions 


which had in them an imperfeCtion, not thoſe which God thought fit for Paradiſe jr | 


ſelfe.So as the practiſe of the Jewiſh Church, founded by God himſelfe,is an all-ſaf. 
ficient warrant for the mariage of his Evangelicall Miniſters. 


: = SECT.X XVI. 


fRom Moſesand the Prophets I deſcend to the Apoſtles, What did they? C.z.an- 
ſyers roundly : T hey did not marie; and they who were maried before, did leave their 
wives.I urge S.Pauls report of the reſt of the Apoſtles,and the Brerhren of the Lord 
and Cephes,thar,they not onely had Wives, but : caried them along in their Travels, 
He ive, T hey were not Wives,but other devout Women, which followed them to admi.. 
niſter maintenance 10 them. A likely tale,ifthey could all agree nit; That the Apoſtles 
would caſt off their owne Wives,and carry abour ſtrange Women with them, upon 
what-everpretence;Credat Indeus Apella,Non ego.Yet my ſhameles Refutercryes out 
of my pride and ignorance innot allowing this, which he dares prociaime for the: 
received expoſitionof all the Fathers,and all that ever wrote inthe Greekeand La- 
tineChurch » When he knowes that his ! Clemrext in his Recognitions and his owne 
Pope in the Canon Law, hath expounded contrarily, of Wives, not of ſtran ge Wo- 
men: * Leo the ninth,againſt the Epiſtle of Nicetas the Abbot, where he directly af- 
firmes that the Apoſtles did cary about their Wives,” de mercede predicatiozs ſuſlen- 
tarentur ab 115:T hat they might be maintained by the reward of their preaching making the 


— —— — 


force of the word to lie in circamducendi,non amplettend: : Eyther therefore his Pope 


erres ina deliberate expoſition of Scripture,or elſe I have not erred; And either his | * 


Popes are no Fathers,or C.E.hath no forehead. 
Nothing can make the Rhemiſts (#Srglu wag a Sifter, a Woman) not ridiculous; | 
not that Viſor of Age, which my Refuter pleaſes to faſten upon it, There wants ay 
ArticleChe faith.)Our Apoſtle ſhould have comne to Cardinal Belarmize and himto 
learne when,and where to ule it. 
That ourlaſt acurate tranſlation of the Engliſh Bible, hath Woman in the margin, 
154 poore adyantage: who ſeerh not, that it is the manner of that exquiſite Edition, 


very Schoole-Boy knowes that the word ſignifies both; but whether of them is fit 
robe receivedinto the Text,our Text it ſelfe ſhewes. How wittily is Saint Pauls,.4 
Woman, a Siſter paralleled with Saint Peters, Yiri Fratres ? Tec Men which are Bre-. 
thren,ts ameer predication, bur,YTe Siſters which are Wome, 1s abſurd ; Neither doth 
Saing, Peter ſay (ddv get ardps) Brethren men, as Saint Paul ſayes, «Igbo ywdngs A Siſter 


Woman. As for the anthority, of Hierome, well may we appeale from his judgment. 
as 1ncomperent,whom his own Doctors accule as partiall,and cenſure as * w#V3awn> 
(if nor w02;ayor-) Yeteven he againſt Helvidizes tranſlates ir, Y xores circumaucend;. 


For the reſt,it 15 worth my Readers note, how the Plagiary Prieſt having ſtolne 
this whole paſſage (as moſt of the reſt)verbatim our of Bellarmize, yet over-reaches 
his Maſter;zfor where Bellarmine fayes, Ita fere omnes Graci & Latini ; So almoſt all 
the Greeke and Latine;this Bayard dares ſay, All (faving Clemens) as well Greeke, 
as Latine;and when he hath done,names ſome that ſay nothing of itat all,as Chryſo- 


ftom;Anather thar in Hereſhie ſpeaks for him one where,another-where againſt him, 
as Teriuli;an;who being alſo himſelfa maried Prieſt,could fay in his exhorration, Li- 
cebat & Apoſtolis nubere,e uxores circumaducere; Another that grounds upon anevidet 
mireading,as Awbreſe;and to make up the Bulke, puts in Saint Zede and St. homas, 
parties to the cauſe,and then ſings 15pean. It is well yet that he grants Clemens of 


. 
_——_— "= 
: - -- _—_ 
” ” 


Alexandria and Saint 1gnatins to be on our fide,for this interpretation;and when he 
hath done,he muſt be forced to yeelde to his Pope Clement, Pope Leo, ſeconded by 
Gratian,and Lanerentius Y alla,and others cited by Eraſmms ; in {0 much as Eſpenca 


_ himlſelte. 


| 


| 


——————— dl. te 


—_—_ 


A 


| Deo dignus 0.1 deſire to be found worthy of God,as Peter and Paul, and the reſt of the A- 
| poſtles which were maried men, and * ppt for luſts ſake, but for propagation of poſterity in- 


OS A ee eee ee er Io eee We Ir rr ere — - -—_— 


——Th mh won 


we ” _ — 


_— 


717. 


himſelf grants herein, * 41-9o1iar veterum,a differenceamoneF#-the Ancient, Andif theſe \ « x/punctde © 
| 1x icon 
To lead about, | 


had neyer been, the Text cleares itſelfe; for,notto inforce the word(<u1z, which 

implyes a power over the party caried; The Apgſte ſpeaks of a matter of charge rg 
che Church, by this circumduction; Now, that rich Matrons ſhould follow the A- 
poltles, and miniſter'to them of their ſubſtance,was @ matter of eaſe to the Church. 
Neither was this attendance for miniſtration,ſo much an at of Cephas, & the other 
Apoſtles.as a voluntary att ofthe women themſelves;To.conclude, in this the Apo- 
ſtles prafice ſhould have crofſedtheir DoGrine. For if Saint Pay! gave that charge 
(of being the Huſband of one Wife) on purpoſe(as » Chryſoftome faith) to ſtop the 
mouth of the Enemiesro Mariage;how muſt this needs open them againe,and breed 
aconceitof that impurity, which Saint Pax! meant to oppoſe, that the Apoſtles 
themſelves as aſhamed of their wives, forſooke them; and choſe rather to be atten- 
ded by Strangers. So as I muſttake leayeto be ever in this Hereſie,that the Apo- 
ſtles had wives,and caried them abour. 


7 SECT-X XVII 


v 


Ur what Boyes-play 1s this, To giveandtake 2: Our doughty Champion hath 
granted us Clemens of Alexaxgria, and now hee puls him back againe ; Clemens 
(faith he) grants the Apoſiles to have had wives, bat be denyes that they uſed them as 
wizes; cunningly difſembling that which Clemens faid in the beginning of the ſame 
period; For Peter and Philip (fauth-hee) did beget children,&c. How did Peter beger 
them, ifhe were not Peter when.he begot chem?In the rime of their painfall Eyan- 
gelicall peregrination they forbore perhaps: doth it therefore follow thar they did 
alwaies forget tobe huſbands > Whence, in all likelihood, hadS. Peter his Petronella, 
if ſhe were not borne afterhe was Peter > Whence was thar inſcription on Pilagiaes 
Tombe, (if we may belceve * Perionizs) Hic ſite 5LuiGh D1onyſii, Thome Apoſtoli fi- 
lia?There is not(I grantQneceſlity in this proofe,there is probability. Ir is therefore 
too boldly affirmed by my Detectar,that the Apoſtles,after that publike calling un- 
dertaken,nſed not their Wives. Is that of Saint /z»ati# nothing againſt him ? opro 


fojed their Wives.Thns he. So muchagainſt C.E.that.C.E.1sno lefſe againſt him. The 
teſtimony of S.[gyatias (ſaith he) & 4 meere forgery, ealily anſwered. If /gnatins had 
either denyed or diſliced theſe Mariages, no mans wordhad beene more authentik; 
now, this clauſe hath made him falſited : He cannot(T hope)fay,that the ſentence 
came out of our Forge,we take him as we find him;neicherdoth B.Eſpenc ews,or any 
otheringenuous Weriter,take ſuch exceprion,but finds the authority weighty. Thar 
more unlikely Epiſtle which Igzatizs wrote to S.70hn,and the bleſſed Virgin(though 
palpably reje&ted by their owne)is claflicallenongh, when it may ſerve a Coccims, or 
b 2 Bellarmine,or a Pierre Cotton, But here the Epiſtle it ſelfe is not queſtioned,onely 
this clauſe is bored inthe Eare. And why ſo? Forſooththe aticient Greeke Copies 


have it not.Doubtleſſe the man hath vexed the old Greek Manuſcripts; but when he 
| hathdone,hisowne Fe!low ſhall give himthe lye ; who confeſſes it tobe ini all Co- 
pies both Greeke and Latine, old andnew, whiles he ſaith, thoſe words (® Et alit 
Apoſtoli)ex textu abradenda. - Or if that will not ſervye,there 1s yet ro be ſeene in Ba- 
liol Colledge in Oxford,an old Copy of the age of ſeven hundredor eight hundred 
yeeres wherein the wordsare forind ; Onely,the words (Saint Paul, and the other 
Apoſtles)bſurred;yer ſo,as they are ſtilto be wel diſcern'd:-Ifthe Greek ſhould want 
the clauſe, what werethis? The firſt editionof 7gnatizs in Greeke was(1558.)asthe 


Centwriſts have noted; & how eafie was it toleaye out one ſentehcethar ſeemed pre- 
judicial? Let him neyer caſt this upoti the Greczavs-they never ſoexcelled inthis fa- 
culty of counterfeiring as the Romans: Greece in this mult yeeldtol taly,how-ever 
it pleaſes* Pope Gregory and Cardinall Belarmine herein only to give it ſuperiority. 

Amoneſt the reſt, this very place puts me in mind of a memorable jugling Trick 
of his Fellbwes. The old Platiza printed at Pars by Francis Regnuault, Anh 1500. 


ſed poſteritatis | 
ſurrogande gras | 


y Chryf. Bot, 55 
Tit:pracitats 


Refut.p.116, 


z. Cit. ab Eſpen. 
loco citato. 
Here lies the 
Wife of Biſhop } 
Dionyſus, 
Daughter to 
Thomas the 

A po {te; SY 
a Jenat-Ep.ad | 
Philagelph.nox 
libidins cauſa, | 


tia conſuges has | 
buerunt. 


b Pell.Tomi.l, 
pag 837» 


bThoſe words 
(And'the o-* 

thec Apoſtles) 
are to be razed 
out of the text; 
Maregar, de la : 
Þigne. Not. in 


TIF" 


delph. oY 
© Erat Conſuetur 
do Gretorum 
ſere ordinaria 
corrumpend: li 
bros. Bell.l.4.de 
Pont.C.Il. 
Duomam Rona, 
m ſicut 701 act 
mina ta nec 111; 
poſturas habent. 
Grel. s.Ep.lg, | 


(which I have ſeenc)and other old, Copies,read thus of S. Luke) ixit annss 84. Yx- 
i DEI! eo eee eee x — cara 


oem 


Epifs. ad Phile- | 


ad Noorſen. | 
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T Plain. in Cle | ore * habens in Bithynia,Now comes the onuphrian Eciti6 (er forth ar Colcine,An.i6c0\ A | 
(:02dfiren. | from the ſhop of Maternus Colin Se reads,Y xore non habens is Bithynia:with which 
brain authority Efpenc ex himſelfe was deceived, cicing Hicrome fort, as the Fountaine, 


2Wife inBi- | whence perhaps Platine might fetch ir:but if my Reader pleaſe toturn to that « Ca. 
chynia, .. | talogueof famous Writers,aſcribed(not unjuſtly) ro Hierome,therefball hefind the 
wife in Bithy= very ſame coozenage;the words run ſo indeed;in the Latin printed Copies;butnor 


nia acknowledged,not mentioned by Sophronius 11 the Greek Tranſlatis; and Eraſmus, 


© Her. Catol. 2ading It C1 Having or not havino,at laſt ſhuts up:;H ec verba widetuy adie : 
fer ww reading it either, g, g, UP; Jeclaygnz. 


doquide nec addiitur apud Sophroniit; nec in exeplaribus emendatioribas.T heſe word(ſairh 
Eraſmus)ſeem patched to the reſt; ſince they neither are added in Sophronius, nor in the bet | 
ter Copies. Thus he.It was fit my Reader ſhould have ataſte ofthe Roman integritie, 
| I alleaged the learned Cardinall Cajetas for the hkelihood of S.Pauls Mariage;Can 'Y 
my Refuter deny this?The words are plaine:* Locus cogere videtur;The place ſeemes to 
f Cajer.Com.in | inforce it, not by demonſtrative reaſon,but in all reaſonable ſenſe, that Paul had « Wife, Sq| | 
A ke 4. | he. Which isall T contended for. If now he ſhall thinke to choake me with a crofſ> 
poſtaliexceptis | Teſtimonie of the ſame Author, concerning S.Paulsnot converſing with his Wife 


pages 2a:9>) after his Apoſtleſhip,he may underſtand, that I wellremember Caieren to have been 


Pu. 4b. &c. | a Roman Cardinall;and therefore in fome points 'neceflarily unſound; whoſe in ge- 
[Kkefit.p.117- | nuity yetin thisbuſinefſe I have formerly ſhewed. TY 
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SE CT.XXVIIL. 
Refur.p.118. pFRom the practice of the Apoſtles (which is yercleare for us) wee deſcended to| | 
their Canons.It troubles my Refuter, that I ſay,the Rowiſh Church fathers theſe np-| C 
onthe Apoſtles and that their leſuit Turrian ſweats to defendit (inſinuatingmy contrary 
opinion)and yet that I cire them for my ſelf;whereas his wiſdome might have con- 
ſidered, that their force is no whit leffe ſtrong againſt them, notwithſtanding our 
| doubt or denyall. For example, The Trent Canons rore terribly tothem: to us,or 
| | the French, they are but as the Pot-guns of Boyes : wee may cite theſe to them as | 
Goſpel] they may cite them to us as 4 lchoray. TY 
By this 1t appeares how farre not onely Schoole-learning,but even Logick tran- 
{cendsthis poore Refurers capacity,who could not diſtinguiſh berweene diſputing 
adremand ad hominem. : 
 Whar I faid in my Epiſtle to my reverend and worthy friend Maſter Doctor | | 
lames, the incomparably induſtrious and learned Bibliothecary of Oxford (aman | 
| whom their Poſſevine thought ſo wellof,rhathe hath handſomely ſtolne a booke of 
| his, and clapt it out for his owne, a man whom (þ baſea Tongue as my Detectors 
cannot diſgrace) I profeſle ſtil],that TI hold thoſe Canons of the Apoſtles uncanon1i- 
call;And do I holdthis alone? Dothnot his Pope Gelaſius ſo?Doth nor 1ſidere,Bilhop 
of Hiſpals ſo?Doth not Leo the Ninth ſo? Are not ſome of them ar pleaſure rejeq- 
ed by Poſſevine, Baronius, Bellarmine? Or, ing word, if they be the true iſſue of the 
Can65.670- Apoſtles, are they accordingly reſpe&ed, and obſerved of the Roman Church ? 
gMicted. | Doth nothis 8 Medina grant to their ſhame, that the Latine Chugch ſcarce obſerves 
&/ar.boy. | {1xOr eight of them? Theſe Canonsthen I do not hold Apoſtolicall, I do hold anct- |. 
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Vix ſex bi oft | ent,and not unworthy of reſpect; & ſach as I wonder they haye eſcapedthe Roman | 
ood ae | Purgations.As for thoſe other nine or ten noted Counrerfeits, which I ioyned here- | x 
nunc ovſervat. 


with for copany,in thar Epiſtle, his ſhame would ſerve him ro iuſtifie, if his Jeaſure 

| would, whereas there is ſcarce one of thE whom his own Authors haye por branded. 
= My Refurer muſt have afling;In an idle excurſis therfore he unjuſtly railes onthe | 
_— Pr oreſtant practice,in rejeting thoſe Fathers for baſtardie one while, whom other- | | 
whiles they cite for currant;when hisown eminent impudency in the very paſſage 
next going before,and in the next following (to goe no fi urtherJoffends in the ſame 
kind, The truth is the Proteſtants take liberty torefuſe thoſe Fathers, whom 
even ingenuous Papiſts havecenſured asbaſe; The Papiſts take libertie, when they 
liſt to reject the authority of thoſe Fathers, whoſe truth they cannot deny. The 18- 
{tances hereof would be endleſſe.But with whar face can any Papiſt raxe us for th1s 
| when all the World may ſee above three hundred and rwenty of their AG, bud 
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anſiver)hath colle&edand ptBliſked the Hames arid pats, 


A | whom after the firſt allowance they have either ſappreſſed, or cenſured? Tothei A 


eternall and open conviction, Dotor 1ames,(whom they may revile,but ſhall neyer 


— 


SECT.XXIX.. 


Ne: to follow therefore this babling vagary of my Adverſary againſt Zuinelims, 
TLather Muſcilus,Whitakers, (what Puppy cannotbarke at a dead Lyon?) wee 
comecloſe to the Canon: That no Bithop, reſbyter,or Deacon ſhall forſake or.caſt 


of his Wife inpretence ofReligion,or Piety:upon paine of depoſition: Wherewith 


how much my Refurer is preſſed, appeares, inthat he is faine with Baronius to a- 
voidit,with, 4pocryphoram non eſt tanta aut horitas; There is no ſuch great authority in A- 


pocryphall Canons, 


Where is the man that evenrnow upbraided us with the lawleſle rejection of anci- 
ent Records,and by name would untlertake co iftific thoſe whom my Epiſtle taxed 
for Adulterine,whereof theſe Canons ofthe Apoſtles,were a part?now he is fayne 
to change his note, Apocryphoram noneſt tanta authoritas. He hath caſt off {2natius al- 
ready,anon you ſhall fin him rejecting Socrates, Sozomen, Nicephorus, Gratian, Sige- 
bert,H, Huntingdon,and whom not?upon eyery occaſion ſhameleſly pratizing thar 
which he cenſures, 


If I alleage the ſixrh general Councel,that of Confantinople.proclaiming this ſenſe 


truly Apoltolicall, even the ſixth generall Councell is reie&edas neither ſixth, nor 
generall, nor Councell ; That this Apoſtolicall Canon is bent againſt the denyallof | 


Matrimoniall converſation; is apparantly expreſſed in thoſe Canons of Corſtantine- 
plehow-ever the extent of it in regard of ſome perſos 1s reſtrained. There is noway 
cherfore to unty this knot,but by cutting it;and my cavilling Prieſt with his Jeſuits 
may gaaw long enough upon this bone,ere they ſuck in any thing from hence,but the 
blood of their own jawes. | 

Any of thoſe words ſingle might be ayoided, but fo fet together, will abide no 11- 
luſjon, Let hins not upon pretence of religion reſet hu Wife., ; 
Theſhift rhat C.F.borrowes from Be/armipe, is grofſe, and ſuch as his own heart 
cannot truſtCoegpdou dazciuarfaith he)that is, * pretextu cautionis, Looke over all the 
Copies;all interpretations oftheſe Canons;that of D /opyſives Exigums,that of Gent= 
4%ius Hervetus; that of Caranza, that which Gratian (whom my either graceleſſe or 
ignorant adyerſarie dares nameagainft me)citerh from hencezall of chem run pre- 
textu religions How cleare is that of their own  Law?s! quis docaerit $acerdotem,gfc 
1f any man ſhall teachthat a Prieſt, a8nder preteuce of Religicn, may contemne his ewne wife, 
let him be accurſed, | | 

| And Zonarz5,whom both our 1unins,and their Eſpencem cite out of 24/91inws his 
Expoſition, is moſt cleere; Hoc enim wvidetur in calumniam fieri nuptiarum, &c. For this 
ejection (faith he) would ſeeme to be done in reproach of mariage, as if the Matrimonial 
knowledge of Man and Wife cauſed any uncleanneſſe. Thus he. Whereir 1s plaine, that he 
rakes it not of maintenance, but(«t75Mt:;)ofthe Conjugall at. The neceſity of 
which ſenſe alſo is evicted by their owne * Zſþexc aus our of Saint Chryſoſtome, in 
his ſecond Homily upori Tirws.And i Balſamon no lefle direftly; Becauſe (faith hee) 
before that Law of Jaſtinian, it was lawful! for a man upon ay cauſe to divorce bis Wife: 
therefore the preſent Canon gives charge , that it ſhall not be lawful for a Biſhop, Prieſt or 
Deacon, upon pretence of piety to put away his Wife.Thus he. 


Apoſtles predi&ion,began to be in an ill name,though the cleare Lightof that Pri- 
mitive Truth would not endure the diſgrace. 


; 1 


ced Canons; and by the teſtimonie ofthe agedeſt Fathers, ſo made good the law- 


co feare a Divorce either from my Wife, or from the Truth inthar my Lon 


oe * n_—_ _——, 
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- Fromall which ic is not hard to ſee, that in rhoſe young dayes of the Church,the 
myſtery of iniquity began in this poiat to worke ſo as Mariage, according to the | 


| Soasinall this Thave both by Moſes, and the examples of char Leviricall Prieſt- | 
hoad:by the teſtimonies of the'Apoſtles,by their prattice, by their anciently-repu- | 


falneſſe and anriquiry of the Mariages of perſons Ecclefaſticall,thatT ſhallnorneced| 


Ref p.226,137, 


Apoſi.Can.F. 


Rfut.p.1 28, 
he:dineſſe, 
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Refut.p.130. 


k Though 4s 


| yam the Levite 


father to H9- 


ſes married in 


the heat of 
Pharaohs perle. 
cution:and 
Dauid did the 
like in Sazls, 
Refgt.p.131. 
Refut.p.tzr, 
132,133+ 
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THE : 
HONOVR OF THE © 
MARIED CLERGIE 


maintained, Cc, 


tur oo nl oc Eo GAAP 


T be ſecond Booke. 


$4cEx.T 


r > —Aa ND now, ſincein this point wee have happily won the days 


lefe labour needs in the other, Iris ſafe erring with Moſes and 
the Prophets,with Chriſt and his Apoſtles;ſoone after(accor- 
ding to Saint Pauls Prophecie) Spirits of Errors were abroad; 
2\Y | and whether outof the neceſſary exigence of thoſe perſecu- 

S, | red times, or out of an affeQation to win fayour & admiration 

= | inthe eyes of Gentilifme, Virginity hegan to raiſeup itſelfe 
in ſome private conceits,upon the ruines of honeſt Wedlock; 
neither is it hard to diſcerne by what degrees; yetneyer with ſuch abſolute ſacceſſe, 


| as to procced to any Law of reſtraint. 7 do not therefore faine towy ſelfe (as mine idle 


Retuter) golden ages of mirth, and * marying, under thoſe tyrannoms perſecutions, but in 
thoſe bleedy ages, I do avonchto him,andthe World, an immunity from the tyrannous | 
yoke of torced continency. This if he could have diſproved by any juſt in{tances,he 
nadnot given us words. | | 

It he be angry that I faid, ſamzcof the pretended Epiſtles of his ancient Popes to this pur- 
poſe are palpably foyſted: Let him faſten where he liſts,if he have not an anſwer, let me 


have the ſhame;inthe meane time,it is enough to ſnarle where he dares not bite. 


That which Icited from 9rigen,adviling the ſon: of Clergie-men nor to be proud 


of rheir parentage,he cannot deny,he can cavil at.T he ſame perſwaſion({aith he) might 


be made to $. Peters daughter (a5 many are of opinion that he had one) yet will it not fol 
low that he knew bis wife, after he was an A oftle. So he. But what needs this Parenthe- 
is, if the man be true to his owne Authors? Did we deviſe the Storie of Perronilia? 
Did we invent her paſſage of her Sutor Flatcus;Of her Fever, the cure whereof het 
father denyed?Ofthe Epitaph ingraven in marble,by her Fathers own hand:Avre# 
Petronille, d;lefiſiime filie, To my deare and precious Petronilla, my moſt beloved dangh- 
tzr found by Paul the Firſt? Are nor theſe things reperted by their own Yolateran# 


Petr. Natelis,Beaa,Y fſuardas Sigebertus,Platina? Still where is the man that cryes out 
of rejecting authorities in other caſes allowed?either then let him give thelyero has, 


| 
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Hiſtories; or elſe let him compntethe Time when Flacews, the Roman Coun Was 2 


| prefſe (in ipſa Chriſtrenitate) it is a Herbe-Johnin the Por, to the purpoſe of my 


Sutor fo her, and ſee if he be not forced to grantthar ſhe was begorten 

afterhis Apoſtleſhip : andſo (for onght he knows) might thoſe _ Thi 
Origen thus dehorterh: This man was not their Midwife. The place of rigen which 
he = cites tothe contraty, he tooke upſomewhat on truſt + lethim-goand enquire 
better of his Creditor; by the ſame token, that inthe. Homily of Origen, whither he 
ſends us,he (hall find nothing but Balaars Aſſe; anobjett fic forhis meditation. As 
for that parcell of the teltimony, which he faith mychin- cough cauſed me ro ſup- 
allegation.0rigen ſpeakes of that Text, Many that are firft, ſhall be laft,evc. Which he 
appliesas a cooling-card to the children of Chriſtian Parenrs, eſpecially, $7 fuerin: 
ex patribus $ acerdotali ſede dignificatis; If they be the Sons of them,which are dignified with 
Sacerdotall honor : The change of the Prepoſition is remarkable, ex Patribas, arguing 
that he ſpeakes not of their education, bur their deſcent , and therefore impl ying 
noleſſe then I affirmed, that their parentage gives thema ſuppoſed cauſe of exalta- 
tion. 


F S———_— 


SECT. IL 


"FJ Oly * 4thansſivs was brought by me in ſleadof 4 thouſand Hiſtories : Who tels ns 
chat it wasno rare thing to find maried Biſhops in his time. My wiſe Refuter, 
after he hath idly gone abourthe buſh a little,comes our with this dry verdi&, What 
will Maſter Hall hence infer? That Biſhops and Prieſts may lawfully marrie ? $aint Atha- 
nafius ſaith it not ,but onely reconnteth the fattthat ſome maried of both ſorts, but wherher 
they did well or ill,or whether himſelfe aid approve or condempe the ſame, there is no word in 
the ſentence. Thus he. We take what hegives,and ſeeke for no more :. We cited .7- 
thanaſis in ſtead of many Hiſtories,not of many Arguments; Hiſtories ge fads, not 


inquired of. This 4 thanaſius witneſles,and C.E.yeelds: Wherein yetT may not for- 
get toput my Refuter in minde, how brittle his memory is, who in the fame leafe 
contradicts himſelfe : For when he had before confeſſed that Athanaſius doth xeither 
approve nor condemme the prafiice, either as good orevill, now he plainlie tels us, ihat 
the words were not ſpoken by way of ſimple narration , but of diſlike and reprehenſion. He 
would be a good Iyer if he could agree with himſelfe. Why of diſlike? For (faith he) 
it was never lawfullfor Monkes or Biſhops to beget children. Ipſe dixit, we muſt belceve 
him : Not to tell him that * Chryſoſtome reaches us(dwany yiri 3aue mt of porator may Fultiy) 
it # poſſible with ce Mariaze to ds the afls of Monkes : not toconvince him with coun- 
rer teſtimonies, lethim tell me what fault it is,to door not to do miracles. Theſe in 
this ſentence of * 4thanaſizs go in the ſame ranke with Mariage. Bur,to cleare 4rha- 
nafis, hebrings Hierom againſt YViezlautius (impudently called by him, The father 
of the Proteſtants, who would have all Clergy men to marry;whe his very Rhemiſts 
have checkt him for thisſlander)pleading againſt that neceſſity,from which we have 
oft waſht our hands; when as the ſame Author againſt /oviniay affirmes de fa7o, the 
ame with 4thanaſiis, andus. | . | 

To ſay then that 4thanaſizs ſpoke this only of lewd licentious Monks or Biſhops, 


diſcourſes de jure: The lawfulnefſe was diſcuſſed before; the pratice anduſe is now [ 


m 072g.Mownl. 
I 34771 NW/BEr, 


Refut p 133 


n Athanaſ. 
Ejaſt.ad Da» 
' ont. Many 
Biſhops,&c. 
Refut.d.13 4; 


Refut.p.136. 


2 Chryſ.ad 
Heber S.nt . 


miracles and 


none; Many 
Biſhops not to 


*5bur the lewdliberty of a licentious tongue that hath over-ranne both truth and it 
ſelfe. 

From hence this Orator,this parcell of wit,flies out4ntoa pleaſant frumpe, as he 

thinks.but indeed an ugly,inhumane, loathſome ribaldry, il|-beſeeming the month 
of any that was born efa woman, I wil not ſay whether ill or welteſeeming the Pen 
ofa Virgin-Prieit forſooth ſo pure and angelical,that Mariage would un Saint him. 
His unmanly unnatural Stile belcheth thus:Thas Luther,of Katherine Bore, hs Sow, 

had fixe Pigs. Away naſty C.E. transformed by Circe! Hoy ! backe to her Styes, yea 

thine,where thou maiſt freely | | 


you may finge 


beene fathers 
Children,and 
Monhes not to 


have ſought fir | 


ma rage, 


Png.137. 


Grunnire in ſeptis cum fads hoc agmine clauſas. 


Qqy 


Then ! 


Monks working 
bave married, 
ec. As likewiſe} 


Biſhops to have 


ef 


——— 


—_ 


* Athanaſ"1bid. | 
Ve have known 
Biſhops worhing 
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P Fob 41.27, 
Refut.y.133 z 
139. | 

1 Cypr l.4.Epiſt. 
I'O, 


Let Numd. the 


| jy 4 
Pricſt be recei- 


ved into the 
number of the 
Prieſts of Car- 
thage,0c. 


Numid.Presby- 
ter Presbytere: 
hm Carth ny- 
mere aſcr, 


Refur.p.t 4&9 


ER 


tobow italittle and finds it ſtiffe,he cuts itup by theroors. Whar one word can x | 


The Honour of the eMaried ( lergie. 
| Then proceeds he,envying the matrimoniall fruitfulnes of Bucer:who ſurely,had 
he under the yaile of maydenly Prieſthood beene farre more fruirfull in a whole 


ſwarme of Baſtards,houldneyer have heard of ir,unlefſe perhaps he had denied to 
pay Taxam Camere.As for Ochin's allowing Polygamy,and perhaps other worſe ob- 


ct 


A 


| liquitics inhis opinions,what are they to us?For the mariage of P. Martyr, ecolam.| 


padini,Pellican,grc.Let him take for an acquittance that which hath beene paid them 
thus, Nobis voſtr 4 ſunt Junones,vobis veſtre Veneres. AndthenIaſke, Yiwat uter ve. 
Prum cruce dignior. If this willnot ſerve for repaiment,I mult eeke ir out with a ſia] 
yer currane commodity of two poore yerſes,which I learned of his Mantear at the 


* 


Grammer Schoole: 


Santtus ager ſeurris, venerabilis ara Cyneais 


Servit honorande Diviim Ganymedibus ades, 


Let him take this ſpoonfull of Hot-water to digeſt his Hogges fleſh. 


J—— 


IT 


SECT. 111, 


Fqitherto my Refuters ? Yron hath beene as Straw, his Brafſe as rotten Wood, his 
Sling-ſtones as ſtwbble,bur now he hath found that will kill me dead;and fayes 
no lefle then Hoc haber.3 Cyprian is by me alledged for the Hiſtory of Numidicus;who 
I avouched a maried Preibyter,by the ſame token that he ſaw his wife burning (be- 
ſides him) with the flames of Martyrdome. And Lord, what out-cryes are here of 
frandand-corruption!and how could this Maſſe-Prieſt wiſh himſelfneere me when 
I ſhould be urged with this impoſture,to ſee what face I would make thereon? Eve 
ſuch a one(good fir Shorxe)as is framed by the confidence of honeſt innocence.God 
deale wich my ſoule,as it meancs nothing bur ingenuous fincerity;neither hath my | 
pen ſwarved one letter from the Texr : My margine ſaid, Namidicws Presbyter; ſo 
doth Cypriaz himſelfe, two or three lines before this report of his wife; ſo (beſides 
the Text) doth the margin of Eraſmus. And what trechery could it be to adde the 
word of Cyprians own explication > But N»midicue was not then Prieſt, when his 
wife was martyred;rather upon that cenſtancy was honored with holy Orders. How 


appeares that, when Cyprian only ſayes, Numidicus Presbyter aſcribatur Presbyterorum |T) 


Carthaginenſium numero & nobiſcum ſedeat in clero. He was betore a Prieſt, for ought 


this Libeller, or any mortall man knows, and now was aſcribed into the honoured | 
Clergie of Carthage, ſoone afterto be promoted to Epiſcopall dignity. Before the | 
report therefore of his wives martyrdome,he is named a Prieſt. What have l offen- | 
ded in ſeconding S.Cyprian? Let this peremptory bablerprove thisordination to be : 


| afrer that noble proofe of his faith ; I fhall confeſſe my ſelfe miſtaken in the rime, | 
| never falte in mine intentions. | 


Till chen;he (hall give me leave toſtile the man as Ifind him, Numidicus Presbyter. | 

If Cyprian had ſaid, Numidicus Presbytorum numero a ſcribatur, the cauſe had beene 
cleare;butnowdoubling the word, he implies him a Prieft before;and how long be- 
fore,and whether notbefore his Confeſſion, it will trouble my learned Adverſarie to 


determine.How faine would this man crow.ifhe could bur ger the colour of an ad- 
vantage? : | 


| Inthe meane while, this imporent inſultation bewrayes nothing but malice and 
Ignorance, = 


Lo EI 


SECT. I'TII. 


MY Refuter may tranſpoſe the Hiſtory of Paphnutius, but he ſhall never an{wer 
=t. After his old guiſe therefore he fals to his Hatcher, and when he hath tric 


cont 
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Lt Fa [. £ The Honour of the M arried ( lerote, 


Cer CAE —————————_ a 


| pro arbitratu; Every man left to his own liberty.The ſtory is plaine, there is no place for 


723 


| 


in « new law of Continency to be impoſed upon their Clergie, ſaith Socrates and Sozomen; 
therfore before it was not.Paphnutizs reclaimed and calledthar yoake heavy and un- 
ſupportable;the uſe of the Mariage-bed,Chaſtiry.The iſſue was,Poteffas permiſſacaiq, 


cavils.The only comfort that my DeteQor and his Tutors find in theHiſtory,js,thar 
Paphnitius is not all ours:He cals for the uſe of mariage to ihe wedded Clergie, nor 
for wedlockof the unmaried.Truc:;therein I maſt retortthe anſwer of Sotws,that the 
good Martyr gave way to the corruptis of the Times; whereinthe wicked myſtery 
had begun wich St. Pawls (xwnurmwr, )But inthe meane rime,let him know,thar if Paph- 
nutizs pleade but by halves for us, he pleads -againſtthem altogether ; yea, thishe 
knows already, elſe he would never be fo audacious as to condemne the authors for 
unſincere.and fabulous, yea,hereticall; and to bring the clamours of his Belarmize,ro 
diſcredit Socrates in three grofſe untrurhs,& Sozom? with Mnlta mentiruy. O impudse- 


| cy withont meaſure, without example!Caſrodorus 8 Epiphanites Socrates Sozomen, Ni. 


cephors grave and approved Authors of our Ecclefiaſticall Story, for but reporting 
one piece of an Hiſtory ,in favourof Clergy-mens mariages,are ſpit up6,8 diſcarded 
with diſgrace. This is no new Song;my Refurethath leat ned it of Coprs,Torreſps,Bel- 
larmine,Baronizz,and others. All whoſe rhonths together with his, intheſe particular 
exceptions, let me ſtop with that ingenuous anſwer of * B.Efencers,there needs no 
other Advocate, Excipit Torrenſis,gc. But Torrenfis excepts againſt Socrates and So- 
zomen,s though they had lewdly,and ſhamefully belyed this flory of Pathnutius; and ſapes, 
the one was a friznd of the Novatians,the other a®abettor of Theodorus the Heretick;that 
both their Hiſtories are in thisvoyd of tredit authority, probability. As if they could not at 
once be bad CMen,andyet good hiſtorians ; orif they lye in any other place, they muſt needs 
lye in this + For Sozomen, Tritemius commenads him for a worthy furtherer of ſecular 
learning,and well verſed in the Scriptures. Aud for Socrates, he extols him for a learned 
and eloquent man, for a very excellent, andgreatly experienced Hiſtorian, Thus he, and 
much more;to which (for brevity) referre my peremptory Refuter;who ſhal rhere 
find fatisfation to his Obje&ions of the filence of other Authors, and the Cation 
alledged againſt the ſubintroduftion of (Mulieres extranee) ſtrange Women into the 
houſes of Clergio-men:His Clitovews telling himuxores dicinon poſſe extraneas, and 
the Law made afterwards by Hozorimsand Theodoſins, plainly commenting upon 
this conſtiturion. | 


"as" 


Sp CT. V. 


| A® for his teſtimonie of Leo the Great; living in the time of Socrates, T anſwer it 


their being Biſhaps,ao beget children of their Wives, whom they had before lawfully maried. 
Thus he.A place that anſwers for irſelfe,and many others. Wherein yer my Refu- 
er finds ſore of my faulty concealements.Firit,that che more,and mote famous Bi- 
ſhops,and Prieſts did the contrary. True,they did {o,but voluntarily;as with us ſome 

of the Heads of our Clergie,and others of the Body,do containe,not forced;* Conti- 
nent ſponte ac pro arbitrio: This I thinkis not the Roman faſhion. Secondly, 7 hey con- 


Lerhis wiſdome ſhew me upon what reaſonthe att of marying ſhould beunlawtul, 


ference. And when he hath done, ler him bire upon their old *Gloſſe (though now 
by them defaced,) Dicurt quod olim,ante Siricium ſacerdotes poterant conrahert. 


_ 


controll in the relation of © Socrates, or mine illation? The Biſhops went about to brine | © Soer.L.c.8. 
Sorom({.146.22. 


_ 


Strange vwo« 


by the teſtimony of * Socrates, living in the time of Leo the Great, Mulriexim, 
| evc. For many(laith he)in this Epiſcopall dignity, is their Epiſcopal houſes, in the time of 


. d Diſt.84.cim in 


verſed with the Wives which they maried before their Ordination, they did not marry after. 


where the a& of maryage is lawſull,and we wil yeeld him juſtly to ſticke at this dif- 


| w,DiÞ.82. 


Refut. 143. 


Refut: pyt463 | 


* Eſper.l.1.de | 
Conti, 


Refut.þ.144) 
I45- © =} 
T hat Wivcs 

cannot be come 
prchended un« | 
der the name of 


men, 


*Socrat 1.$.c.22 
Kefit.p.148. 

c Socr. ubr ſupra. 
T hey containe 
of their owne 
accord,and at 
their oxvac 
choice, 


a 4 Dr. 2” eee. AR... Eten 


preterits. 
T hey fay that | 
of old, before- 
Siricias, Priefts 
| might contract 

| Matrimony, | 
' Et quod Grego- 
718 4ntrodnxit 
 contiuentiamn 
Subdiaconn, ſe 

| Presbyters &* | 
Dmconmy Sncr | 
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Refut.p.150s 
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Refut p15 1. 

f Socrat l.5.c.22. 
If thernſelves 
will ; Forced by 
20 Law. 

The cuſtome 
have beene, 

g Hiſtor Sacr ad 
fine 
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Reſut.p.153+ 


mn. 


—__— In. 


, Sb 


SECT. VI, 
N the reſt,he fals not upon me, but the received Hiftorians, Socrates & Nite Pt ala 
L They havedone him a ſpight, and he will revenge it. Theſe he will convince To 
double lye. The one, that Heliodoris was the firſt Ambor of the Law of Contimencie is 
Theſſalia; the other, thas this Continencie was arbitraric. His reaſon for the former js 
weighty; 1t i not likely (fairhhe):bar Heliodorus which world rather loſe his Bi 


ſboprick 


Ithenrecall his laſcivious Book, wonld be ſo eager above the reſt for the continencie of his Chex. 


gie. As ifever any man had been more luxurious then the greateſt enemies to ma- 


[riagezas if it were poſlible for Pope hy the thirtceath (from whom Daxſtan rece;. 


ved his rigorous Commiſfion) tobe unneturally inceſtuous;as if it were impoſſible 


Clergie,tobe < found thar night in bed with an Harlor. <p 
And here my childiſh Adverſarie will needs make ſport for Boyes; I citedin my 


[Margin Heliodorss,the Author of the Arhiopick Hiſtory; As rf (faith he) Heliodorus 


had written ſome Hiſtoric of «Mt hiopia whereas be only intitalcd his work eAithiopia.Ridi- 
culous head ! what Schoole-boy, what apprentice knows not Heliogoyys ? Nſque - 
num feral e.cc. If this learned Critick had but eyeropened the Bookehe had tound 
Aidzmeav; Neither doth any Engliſh man know it by any other name, then, as it is 
tranſlared(ere I was borne)The Echiopick Hiſtory; yea, if a man were notreſoluce to 
ſhur his eyes,in the very place of Socrates,which he cites,the Book is called Xthiopi. 
ca,whereto what conſtruction can be given , bur this of mine? Such folly is for the 
rod or Ferule; This is(I confefle)a Trifle, yet ſuch as may give my Reader a taſte of 
the bold blindnefſe of my impudent Detector. _. | 


— 


SECT. V1 


—— 


He other ſtings yet more,that this Epiſcopall and Prieſtly Continency was upon 
no other termes, then * Moab ipſe veluerint, and, Nulla lege coadti; and conſuctuds 
invalzit.And now all ina rage my Refuter will prove againſt Socrates that there was 
a Law for this;& to this purpoſe he brings in two Canons of the Conſt antinopolitan Coun- 
cet inTreilo: Marke, Reader,with what judgment. The T7«#an Councell was above 
two hundred yeares after: Socrates ended his Hittory in the yeare 8 44.3.The Tralan 


| Councell was held(as their Binijvs computes it)in the yeare 692. and yet the Canon 


of the Trul/lan Councell, ina matter of fact, diſproves Socrates. The other Councels 
of Ancyra,Ceſaria,and Nice,are either Provinciall, or againſt him. As for theplea 
of Syneſius,that he might not be a Biſhop, becauſe he would not leave his wife, itis 
anſwered by the faCt of Synews,that he was made a Biſhop,and left not his Wife. But 
what an 1dle and inſolent boldnefle is this, for an obſcure Libeller, ro go about now ; 
almoſt 1200. yeares after. to controll a grave approved Hiſtorian of the Church,in 
L matter of ordimary practice, which his owne eyes and the Worlds did daily witnes; 


all the Age he lived in,could have convinced him. 


The witleſſely-malicious Proſopopey, wherein my Refurer brings in theReve- 
rendand Peerelefle Biſhop of London,pleading for his wife ro his Metropolitan,be- 
comes wel the mouth of a ſcurrile Mafſe-Prieſt,and is worthy nothing but a ſcorne. 
Thoſe two incomparable Prelates are the chiefe objeQs of theſe evill eyes; whom 
God hath raiſed happily above the reach of their envy. It galls this Romiſh Rabble, 
that theſe'two Ring-leaders of the Engliſh Clergy(belides their buſie imployments 
|1ntheir carefull,pradent,and zealous government)preach more Sermons ina yeare, 
chen,perhaps.all the Biſhops under the Papacie, 8umpantur & ilia. 


for his great Prelate of Crema,when he came to oppoſe the Mariage of our Engliſh | 


As if he durſthaye publiſhed ſuch a report of the common uſe of his time, wherein 


SECT:> 


— 


M———— 


The Honow of the <Maried Clereie. 


>| 


| 
— _ Marat Sa 
— : 
Lb 


| | SECT. VIII. 


T pleafeth his diſcretion to mar(bal my Epiſtle as he liſts,and the to complaine of | 
diſorder, & my leaping over hundreds of yeares from the Nicey Councell to Gra- 


tian the Caneniſt:My Readers eyes can confute him,which cannor but witnefſe thar 
[ namedivers in all ages recorded for maried Biſhops and Preſbyters. This Bead-role 
(faith he) i idle, becauſe I ſhew not that they then uſed their Wives when they were Biſhops. 
An hard conditi6;That I muſt bring witneſſes from their Bed-fides.It is not enough 


proved that they had theſe children by theſe Wives after Ordination., We were neither 
their Midwives nor their Goſſips, to keepe fo ſtrift an account, Bur what meanes, 
* Cam #xerions dorminunt? and, T empore Epiſcopatus filios gignunt ex propriis uxoribus. 


| This we have (hewedout of Socrates, What was that which Dyoniſews the ancient B. 


of Corinth, (before ever Paphnutins was) wrote to Pinytus, charging him, * Ne grave 
ſervande caſttatis onus neceſſario fratribus imponat. : 
| What was that, for 7 hich Esſtathius, B.of Sebaftia, the unworthy ſon of Eulaniss 
 B.of Ceſaria was cenſured? was notthisone of the Articles,y Benedidionem,gfrc.T hat 
he taught men1o declinethe bleſſing and communion of maried Prifſis Away then with this 
either 1gnorant,or impudent facing of ſo evident a falſhood. | 

The teſtimony of Hieromthe example of Yrbicus B.of Claramont,and of Genebaldus 
B.of Lazdane,ſhew what was the coceit & praftice of thoſe particularplaces wherin 
they lived.And yet Hierome in the ſame book can ſay ; * 2aſi ven bodie quoque pluri. 
mi ſacerdotes habeant matrimonia. In the ſtory of Yrbicus related by Greg.Twronenſis, 
I can but wonderhow far men may be rranſported by ſaperftiti6;fo as to make the 
| Apoſtles charge give way toa humane opinion. The wife of * Yrbic comes to his 
doore,and alledges S. Pauls charge;(Meet together againe,left Satan tempt you,gc.) Cur 
| Conjugem ſpernis,c che yeelds to do the duty of an Huſband,and now in remorlſe in- 
 joynes himſelfe a perpetuall penance. What penance do we think S. Paul was worthy 
of, for giving this charge which ſhe alledgedLer my Reader judge whether of the 
ewo was the better Divine.How infolent 1s tradicio thus to trample ups Scripture? 
But fince it pleaſed my Refater to lend me this one example of Grez. Twronenſis, 
am ready to give him uſe for it.In the 2.book of T#roxenſis he ſhall find » Sidonizs a 
 maried Biſhop and his Wife,a Noble Matron,in all likelthood living with him, for 
| (neſciente conjuge)without his wives knowlege he gave ſilver plate tothe Poore.* In 
the fourth Book he ſhal find Anſtatizs a maried Preſbyter,feoffed in ſome Teporal- 
ties which he wouldrather die then nor leave to his ifſue.* Inthe eighr Book he ſhal 


{ lived with him(as it ſeemes)all his time,andhadaltercations with Bertram Archdea- 
con of Paris, for hisgoods,deceaſed.In theſe threeis (trengrh of legall preſumprion, 
though noneceſlity of inference. But what dol inſtance in theſe, or any other, whe 
Balſamon tels us cleerly that before the ſixr Synod <1t was lawtull for Biſhops to 
| have wives, Etia peſt dignitate Epiſcopale? And his own Canon law can tel him thatin 
the Eaſt Church,their Prieſts, Matrimonio copulantur; which his warieſt Maſters ex- 
pounding, would interpret by copulato atuntar, Judge then Reader,what to think of 


F | the merall ofchis mans forehead, who would beare us downe, that vo one Biſhop or 


Prieſt was allowed, after Orders to have any Wife. Yea,even forthe very contration 
of mariage it ſelfe after Orders, * honeſt Eſpencexs can cite one 8 loannes Marina, a 
Datch-man by birth, bug a French Hiſtorian, to whom he allowes the ritle of (von 
indiligeris)who writes,that he knows that inthe times of Pope Formoſus, and Lnudo- 


non vero Viduam:;and that it was lawfull for them to marry aWife,ſo ſhe were aVirgin, not 
| 4 Widow. | : | - 

As for that baſe ſlander wherewith his venomous Pen beſprinkles the now glori- 
| ous face of our renowned Archbiſhop and Martyr Doftor Crammer z whom he moſt 
| Iewdly charges with laſcivioufneſſe and incontinent living with I know not what 


| Datch Fraw.is worthy of no other anſyer then, Increpet te Dominws, It 15 true that 


m5 | 


re EE ron geen | 


Refut.Þ.15 4. 

* They ſleepe 
with thetr 
wives, and in 

the time of bey 
B:ſhops, agg 
childrenef their 


that we ſhew they had wiyes,that they had childre?No(faith my Refuter)7t muſt be | ems 


Socr,ubi lupr. 

x That hee doe 
rot ticteſſarily 
impoſe the heaty 
burden of contr 
nency rpon his 
biethren,Eulceb, 
|. 4.hiſt,c,22. 

y Socrat.l 2.c.33 
Refut.p.lgs. 

z Hier.l.l.ad- 
verſe Fov'n, As if 
now adayes 
many Prieſts 


find Badegiſilus,the cruell Biſhop of the Cenomens,matched withan 11] wife,who yet | 


. Es agar. © + \ z a 
vicus Balbus Prieſts were maried, Et iis licuiſſe ponſum legitimam ducere modo Virgine, 


al{o were not 
married. 
a Grep. Tur.l.1. 
6.44. 
CK; ConJugen 
[pernis,cur obtx- 
rats auribus 
Paul; precepta 
non audu ? $cr1- 
pfit enim ,Revey- 
timn ad alters 
ut Tem . 
Ecce egoadte 
| revertgr,nec ad 
extraneumsſed 
ad proprijum vas 
recurro,e@c. 
why deſpiſcſt 
thou thy wife ? 
why doft the 
ſhut thine eres 
againſt the Pre- 
cept of S. Paul? 
For lice hath 
Written, Meet 
together againe, 
[ eſt © A 
b G7eger. Tron, 
L. 2.6. 21. Nat. 
Theodeſ. Fun. & 
Ualent. 3. lmpe- 


cepit utruſque 


epiſt.16.l.5. 


d Tur t8.c.39, 
e Aftcr their 
Epiſcopall 


in Can.Apet.y- 
Are joyned in 
Marriage vid. 
ſi-pr. 

Ute, Marr tage 
contraQeg. 


3 lo.Major.& 


conpuny.Concty | 
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rat, uxor Papia- 
mlla eunmqua co- 
£0; dtter vixit gdi- 
beroſq; ex ea ſuſ* 
ſexus, Ad Apol. 
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dignity Balſam. 
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h Vid.Eufeb. 
Ed:t.Baſsi. Ano 
1587. 


iFox Act, 
Mon.inhas 
queſt. 

k Avent hift. 
Paor l.5. 

Their Wives 
calleds3resby- 
teriſſegbid, eve: 
honeſo vocabrlo, 
25 hec there 
{peakes. 

1 Hodie apnd 
Grecos Sacerdo. 
fo spoft fſuſi cepturm 
or dinem dicere 
uxorem, ſed uni- 
cam aCunrgmem, 
2 Grecu diate, 
Propoſit.Eraſ- 
mi corums cenſur. 
cum declaratione 
c. de celbatn. 
Tk woo ſi quid 
mines per ata. 
tem in hymno,& 
Epiftola intelliges 


His children 
hurt him not, 
nor his Wife 
lawfully con- 
joyned in wced- 
| locke.In thoſc 
dayes God 

| miſliked not 
the Mariage- 
bed,nor the 
cradle, &c. 


m Sidon. Apol. 
Cont.adjuntt. 
Ep.g.l.7 


—_—_— 


by P—P* 


AM 


theholy man wiſely declining the danger & malignity ofthe rimes,made not at the | 


| that he ever had any diſhoneſt converſati6 with her orany other, itis no other ther 

| the accent of the mouth of Blaſphemy. And ifany one ofour Clergy, after a legal! 
and juſt Divorce long ſince,have taken to himſelf that liberty w*> other Reformed 
Churches publikely allow(as granting in ſome caſe a full releaſe, both 4 r6v70, ang ; 
vinculo) what ground isthis for an impure wretch to caſt dirt in the eyes of our 
Clergie,and in the reeth of our Church?Malicious Maſle-prieſt,caſt back thoſe emit: | 
fitions eyes to your owne infamous Chaire of Kee ; andit even inthat thou canſ} | 
diſcerne no ſpeQacles of abominable uncleanneſſe,ſpend thy ſpightfull cenſure ups 
ours.I reckoned divers examples of maried Biſhops and Prieſts our of Euſtbius, Ruf. 
fas, others; amongſt thereſt Domnwe Biſhopof Antioch, which ſucceeded Sams(4- 
(ens, for which my Margent cited Ewuſebizs, in his 7,Book,and 29.Chap. My Dete- 
or taxes me for citing Authors at random; as Enſeb 1ib.7.cap.29. when as there are 
(he ſaith)but 26.Chapters;and for things which are not found in him; Asif the man 
had deſperately ſworne to write nothing bur falſe. Truſt not me,Reader:;Truſt thine 
owne eyes; Thou ſhbalr finde that Booke of * Zuſebiz,to have one and thirty Chap- 
ters;and inthe ciced place thou ſhalt duly find the Hiſtory of Domnxs, Whoſe pati- 
ence would not this impudency move ? 


gious)there is choice enough of more;Tertulian, Proſper, Hilary, Eupſychus Polycrates, 
and his ſeyen Anceſtors ; to which ler him adde 24. Dioceſſes at once in Germavie, 
France, Spaine, An. 1057.0f maried Clergie-men,recorded by their own i Gebuilerns, 
and make up his mouth with that honeſt confeſſion of Avenrine, * Sacerdotes ills tews- 
peſtate publice uxores, ſicut cateri Chriſliani habehant, filios procreabant ; Prieſts in thoſe 
daies publikely had wives as other Chriftians had; and beeat children, which the old Verſe 
(if be had rather\expreſſes in almoſt the ſame termes;, | 


which his Mantuas hath yet ſpun ina finer thred,as we ſhall ſhew in this Seftion. 


worthy friend Maſter DoCtor Whiting,or of my divorce,or of his vicory?Ifthe man 
and his modeſty had not been long fince parted,theſe idle cracks had never been. 


worthy of any credit) writing to his Daughter, confeſſes her yeares ſo few, that 


ts 


rſt any publike profeſſion of his Mariage;as,what needed to invite miſchiefe? Byr 


If I reckoned not examples enow,or ſuch as he likes not,cas unjuſtly ſeeming liti= 


Duondam Pr ebyteri poterant uxoribus uti: 


What! danger 1 there now therefore either of the breach of my promiſe ro my 


But whereas this mighty Champion challenges me with great inſulration in ma- 


ny paſſages of his braving aiſcourſe,toname but one Biſhop or Prieſt of note, which D 
after holy Orders conyerſed conjugally with his Wife; without the ſcandall of the 
Church branding ſuch(ifany were)for infamous;and daring topawne his cauſe ups | 
this tryal;I do here accept his offer, and am ready to produce him ſuch an Example, 
as if all the Jeſuits heads in the world ſtood upon his ſhoulders, they could not tell 
how towrangle againſt. I donot urge to him that Proſper of YHquitane , a Biſhop 
ny Saint, whoſe Verſes tohis Wife are famous,andimply their inſeparable con- 
verſation. 


| Age 1am precor mearuns 
Comes irremota rerum. gc. / 
Nor yer the fore-named Hilary,B. of Poitiers,whoin his old age(iF thatEpiſtlebe 


through the incapacity of her age,ſhe mighr perhapsnot undeſtand che Hymne or 


C 


Epiltle;of whom the honeſt Carmelite Mantuanus could ingenuoufly confeſſe : 
Non nocuit tibi progenies, non obſtitit nxor & 
| Legitimo conjunitathoro. Non horreit ills 
 Tempeſtate Deus thalamos, cunabnula, t ada. 
Nor Biſhop S:wpliciue,of whom = Sidonins gives this praiſe, that his Parents were 
eminent either in Cathedris,or Tribunalibxs,and that his Pedigree was famous either 


Family. 


Epiſcopis,or Pr efetts:and for his wife that ſhe was of the Stock of the Paledii,qui aut 
Hterarum, aut altarium cathedr as cum ſui ordinis laude tenuerunt; of whom alſo S1donins 
can ſay,he did reſpondere Saceraptits utrinſq; familie, auſwer the Prieffbonds uf either | 


— 


* 
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Nor! 
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A | 


Parentage, hath thus, | 


ann—_—_—_enms Parentum, 
nos licet antique mandns donarit honore, 


Nor 4/chimw" Avitus the French Archbiſhop, who writing to his Siſter, of her 


| port of the Pe- þ 


n Aleim.Avit. 
Vien.Gal. Arch. 
lad ſoro.1em, ({i's 
C4 AN. 492. 

I Will not deare | 
Silter, make re- | 


| mother.as then childleſſe when ſhe begged him of God, fayes, 


Et titnlts 2 prim evo inſigniverit orty, 

Pls tamen ornantur ſacris inſignibus illierc. 
Nec jam atau0s ſoror alma tibi proaveſq, retexam ; 
Vita Sactrdaotum quos reddiatt inclyta claros, 


Nor Paslinws Biſhop of Nola in Campania; to whom Anſonins writes, Tawaquil tua 
meſciat ilind, And Formidat eamq jugatam Objicis,ec. | 
Theſe and ſuch like might ſafhce reaſonable men; but ſince we have to doe with 
thoſe Adverſaries,whom S.Paw/cals «77% who,if we urge hundreds of ſuch evident 
examples, turn us oft with bold ſhifts;and will needs put us toprove thoſe a&ts which 
ſeek ſecrecy; Let him andall his complices whet their wits upon that cleareand ir- 
refragable place of Gregory Nazianzen, a man beyond all exception; who brings in 
his Father Gregory,whom the world knows to have beene Bithop of the ſame See, 
ſpeaking thus ofhim, 

YTW TITETOY Hubiterenngs (109 

075 IIs Juoray 40d rear 

AG Tw Yew) Nogz& 6 
Nondum tot anni (unt tui, quot jam inſacrs mihi ſwnt peract victims, rc, Thatis, 
The yeares of thy age are not fo many as of my Prieſt bood, | 
Words that will covince the moſt importunate gain-ſayer,that Greg. Nazianzen 
was borne to his worthy father,after the time of his holy Orders. And leſt any man 
ſhould ſuſpe that this (#7 #ongum) may reach only to the birth, not tothe beget- 
ting of Gregory NaFianzen;lo as perhaps he might be borne after his Fathers Orders, 


Ceſarins the ſiſter and brother of this Gregory, were by the ſame Father begot- 
ten afterwards;as is evident both by that Verſe of NazranFene; who ſpeaking of his 


Cupiebat illa maſculum fatum doms 
Spectare,magna ut pars cupit mortalium. Sib 

And the cleare Teſtimony of Elias Cretenſis, 2uamvy enim (i nativitatem ſpecies, 
&c.Althoagh(Gith he)if you regard his birth he was not the onely child of his Parents for- 
aſmuch as after him both Gorgonia and Czfarius were borne. Thus he. 
O infamous Gregories,the ſcum of the Clergy!O irregular Father, that durſt defile 
his ſacred fun&ion with ſo carnall an a& ! O ſhameleſle ſon, that blufhes not to pro- 
claime his owne ſinfull generation | Gonow,petulantRefuter,and ſee whether you 
can either yeeld,or anſwer. 
And for that glorious ſhew of Antiquity, wherewith C.E.hopes to bleare his Rea- 

| ders eyes,gracing himſelfherein with the aſtipulation ofourReverend lewel,I need 
not returne any other anſwer then of his Beatus Rhenanus: Quangquam veteres omnes, 
&c. Although all the Ancient aud Hierom himſelf were no whit equall or indifferent to Ma; 


w4s neereat band, as remembring that ſentence of St.Paul,T emp in colleo eſt;and becauſe 
they ſaw many impediment; grow from Mariage which marred the che of Chriftianity,in 

thoſe daits eſpecially whew Chriſtians lived amongih Heathens,and matched inmariage with 
them: Surely it is evident that for this cauſe Hierom was in anill name at Rome,grc, Thus 
he.,We durſt not have faid fo much for our ſelyes. The higheſt antiquity 1s ours, the 


F , 


own,proper to the time, place, occaſion. 


SECT. 


digree of thy 
great grandfa- 


begotten before them:Ler him know(to make all ſure and plaine)chat Gorgonia and | 


riage, : efteeming Virginity and Chaſtity very bigh;both becauſe they thought the Laſt- day rum equi figs 


later had beene ours,if it had not heene upon theſe grounds which were then their | | 


thers,&c. 
whom the re» 
nowned life of 
Prieſts made 
famous te the 
world. 
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SECT. I& 


Deſcend to the Teſtimony of Gratia»;Champion E. calls this picking of Strawes 
Ifpicking of Straws be boyes-play,and argue that they which ule it are foiled and 
have loſt all,as our Refuter merrily pipeth, ler him acknowledge how beggarly the 
proofes are growne of the martyrdome of their Saintly Jeſuits and Prieſts amor \' 
us,did they not ſtoop to picke ſtraws,to threſh out a muracle(when it was)for tran 
lating Father Garyet from a Trayror to a Martyr? yea.and that Chaffe, the gyllery 
whereof .chemſelyes ſmile at here,is deyoutly tranſported beyond the Seas,and = 
ſhrined for a ſacredrelique,and proclaimed by their Kornmannns for one of the oreat 
Wonders of the Dead; Ridet aruſpex ubi aruſpicem viderit. 
It is wel that the great Compiler of the Cans Law of Rome is grown ſo baſe with 
Catholique Prieſts. He witneſſes plainly, that ſome Biſhops of Rome werethe ſons 
fPrieſts,not ſpurious, but begot in lawfull wedlocke; ® Which was( according to 
Gratian)every where lawfull to the Clergie, before the prohibiti6.C,Z.biteg the lj 
at this authority, and firſt he tells us, ir 1s the Palea, not Gratiaw. But if thishe 
Chaffe, there is no Corne. Reader, try by this the egregious impudence of this fel. 
low.Turne to the place,thou ſhalt find the words to be none but Gratiers : and the 
notes allowed by publique authorirty,openly toconfirme it: Hic aperte oftendit Grati. 
ans ſein ea fuiſſe opinione,&c.Here Gratian openly ſhewes that he was inthat opinion, that 
heretofore the Prieſts of the Latin Church might be maried. + 
Secondly, my Parenthefis diſpleaſes him (As #ow adayes:) But what needs this 
uarrell? He muſt grant if the Romiſh Prieſts have ſens, they can be noother than 
purious, It is his beft not to preſle this point too far. This idle jealouſie of hiscan 
argue no good.I touched not the continency of his Paulus 2u5xtms ſo much asinmy 
thought, I onely wiſh that his holinefſe wonld beſtow ſome of the offals ofhis Ne- 
phewes great Benefices, upon this Maſſe-Prieſt for the reward of his ſuperfluous 
Oleum peccatoram. 7 0G 
My third untruth(and that a groſſe one)is,that 1 ſay many Biſhops of Rome followed 
their Fathers in the Pozti ficall Chaire: whereas in this Chaſfe of Gratiay,he findes but 
one Sylveris Pope, ſon of Sylverixs Biſhopof Rome. And whatifin his Chafte he 


clauſe only to Grat;an 2 Was not Pope lehs the Eleventh, or,in ſome accounts, the 
renth,ſon to Pope Sergius? And is there no Chaire Pontificall but the Roman? Was 
| not Theodorius Pope,ſon to Theodor Biſhop of Jeruſalem? Felix the thrid,fon toBt 
ſhop 7 alerixs? Pope Adrian the Second,ſon to Biſhop Taralm.? His Platina can ſup- 
ply hisGratias in theſe. | 
What have Ito do with his quarrels about Hoſts, Felix, Agapetus, Steven? They 
are their own;Lert him wring Gratias by the earetill I feele - And ſurely,the poore 
| Canoniſtbleeds on all hands. Be/armine, Baronius, Poſſevine,&this ſtout Beagle have 
every one a ſnatch at him; and he muſt be content to go away with this gaſh; (ee 
are not bound to follow him as an infallible Writer, but may with free libertie rejeft him.) 


| 


A 


find but one,whiles I in my Corne-heap can find more ? Did I tie my ſelfe in this | 


Yea, how merry deth my Refurer make himſelfe with his deſpiſed Gratian? Like a 
Philiſtim he hath pulled out the eyes of this Sampſon,8&& now makes ſport with him, 
It Doway like it well.it ſhallnotbe diſpleaſing to us. The man(as ill as he loves mari- 


| age) willneeds make a match betwixt his Gratiavs Pope Steven,and his Pope 70an, 


10 Hymen | Was ever man ſo mad, tomake himſelfe paſtime with hisowne ſhame? 
Wasthe Hiſtory of thar their monſtrous Papeſſe,of our making?Donot * the whole 
ſtreame of their Writers of Chronicles,their own Biſhops, Monks, Recluſes, Regl- 
{ters record it openly to all poſterity, without the contradi&ion of the next ages» 
yea ofany,til this laſt? Let them take to themſelyes therefore,this fruithull Succeſſor 
in the infallible Chayre; ſhe istheir owne.,they may diſpoſe of her, where they liſt; 


| and ſince my Refurer will find outa match for her out ef the Chayre of explorati- 


on,why ſhould not we dance at the wedding ? *'7\ 10) 4 DICCC 
of an Epithalamium ? "ng; 99 TEAS help him (oO APIe 
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| See, that whiles I follow this Wrangler by the foot, Iam become inſenſibly tedi- 

ous; the reſidue of his longſome Treatiſe is ſpent upon the Councell of Conftants- 
| #ople,Gregories charge,[{dores rule, Hulderick, Hildebran, Dunſtan, and Anſelme, and | 
| the eſtate of our fore-fathers in the Engliſh Clergie. The diſcuſſion of all which, as 
B | not beihg efſential to our buſineſſe,(excepr only the laſt)will admic more brevity of 
_ | difpatch. The vitall parts of our cauſe being ſecured, there will be a i the 


remoter limbs, which yet if our Targetguard not,our ſword ſhall. In a} theſe, it ſhall 
| be beſt to reduce his Cavils unto heads, that we may crop them wich more ſpeed 
| and eaſe; Only I muſt crave leave to dwell ſome while in the laſt. ST ol 
{ Concerning the Councell of Conſtantinople (after ſome idle miſ-taten diſcourſe of | coxcil. 6. corp." 
| { theoccaſion thereof, he inſiſts upon theſe foure points. Fe Trullo. 


F ir(t, That 1t wasnot generall:Secondly,Not the ſ1xt:Thirdly,Not peremprorily 


Rejut.p.168, 
| ours:Fourthly, Not by them defacedor torne our. 5 vo 
_ Firſt,it s no truſting whata Roman Prieſt ſayes in choller of a Grecian Conncel.. | 
| The Greek Church is equally in their Books with ours, andthis Conncell, with the 
C | Synod of Doye.Itis an eternal quarrell,which all the vaſſals of Rowe have againſt this 
Councell, thar ic equalled the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, with the Romake : A crime 
1 that cannot be forgiven. 7 
The invettives of our Popiſh Divines, eſpecially Pighins, ? Bellarmine, Baronins, | ; p11 ny ws 
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| have made good that note of 1 Be!ſamon,Ociidvenrales Epiſcops, ere. The Weſterne Bi. | rom.vonl.q. 
ſhops (faith he) that i, the Ntatian or Latine ( Ab huinus Synod: Canonibus opporiunt ict) =, 
finding themſelves galled with the Canons of this Synod, have given it ont riot to be Gene= | 
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Phot.N em0c. 
nll - Thus be. And why was it not Genetall? It had no forme of a Connce/{(laith my Fa 
Refuter) No Legates of the Pope, no invitation of the Latin oy, neither were any of | Refur-p.174%. | [1 
| _ | theother Patriarkes preſent or couſenting. Every worda ſhamelefle untruth. Baſilias Bj- hs F 
1 | ſhop of Gort9na the Metropolis of Oreete, (which was thenunder the Archbiſhop of he 6 
{-7) | Zome)and the Biſhop of Ravenna(laith Balſamon)were there to repreſentthe Roman | LJ 
| | Church; The Biſhops of Theſſalonira, Sardinea,Heracles, Corimth were there and then| 5,jwitia. [lh 


| | che Popes Legares.And for the Patriarks;5sfitu5(faith the ſame Baſamoy)Biſhop of 
Gortyna,which was preſent in the name of the Roman Church, 1s found to have ſub- 
ſcribed after the foure Patriarks:$& certaine other Metropolitans:whatcan be more] , | 
plaine?But S.Beda(faith C.E.Yels ns,that Juſtinian the Tonger, commanded Sergius B7 Refut .171. 


ſhop of Rome to be taried to Conſtantinople, becauſe be would not ſubſcribe huit erratice $y4 
| | #ode. Still miſtaking & ignorance.His Shriss and Twrrian could have taught-himout 
| of T heophanes, this was another a Pſeudo-Synod, which the ſame 1uſtrnian had inhis 
firſt government called in fayour ofthe Monothelites; which was ſome yeares after Confantinns 
the trae Synod under Conſtantine the Beatded. This mans wit wanders with his erra- Frones. | 
| x | ficallSynod. | | Ro” 
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EO: the number of S:xt,wee need not be ſcrupulous ; whether it were the fift, or} . 
ſixt,or both(as Balſemon cals it, whwrlw)or neither. Itis enough tor me that Cra- | Buintſextan. | 
 tian,Caranza, Eſpencensand other his own grear Maſters call it familiatly both 8ix7fF | 
and Gexerall, Inthis I cannior but be fafe enough. I grant,thar{ro ſpeake preciſely) | | 
the fixt Synod under Conſtantine publiſhed no Canons, 'bur afrerwards many of the | 
fame Fathers which had formerly met in the fixr Synod, arid others rothe number 
| | of 227.being called rogethet by the then penirent andteſiored inſtininn, Gaal $lir.nofe. 
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Refut.p.175. 
#uſq; ad 183, 


Symod.Laodic. 
C4720. 
Can} 5. 
Can.60. 
Can 37s 


Refut-p.181, 


Refut.p.182. 
ſq; ad 192, 


I6, Habeo libith ; 


[and f Gratians judgment 1s herein ours. 
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rance(laithhe)s t is ,wherewith many men aretainted,about theſe Canons? For it i; 
| dall to doubt whether they were the Canons of the ſixt Sywod. Let theſe men therefor 


{ onely ation and will to Chrift;T he Fathers then condemning thiſe Hertticks and con firining 


tor five yeares,the ſame Fathers(being met under Juſtinian the ſon of Conſtantine)ſet for 
ud war er either let any man doubt of this; For thaſe very ſame F wh {ok 
in the time of Conſtantine ſubſcribed, did alſo under Juſtinian ſabſigne this preſent Paper. 
which thing # evident enough by the wnchangeable likenefſe of their owue hands, S he 
Whether therfore the computation of Tharaſizs or Theo 


what we deſire; The ſame adts are ſetforth, iff not hy altogether the ſame perſons; 


— —_ 
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ES SECT. XII. 


For the third point. To prove that this Synod 1s not peremptorily for ns ; Hee 
urgeth divers other Canons of it, which in other things ſound againſt us. Then 
he ſhewes the inſtanced thirteenth Canon,not ro be ſo abſolutely and fully ours, as 
15 pretended. > 0 - 1 

Firſt, where finds he this Law,that no man may alledpe one teſtimony ofa Father, 
or a Councell,but he muſt be ried to juſtifie all rhe reſt? Himſelfe would be rhe firſt 
that would ſhrinke at this condition. This challenge is unreafonable,and might turn 
off all allegation.For example, If a man ſhould alledge the N:cene Conncell, Canon 1. 
againſt any ſuperſtitious Foole that hath made himſelf a corporall Funuch;might he 
ſtraight for his juſtification fly upon the laſt Canon of that Councell, uanecefarily 
irjoyning us to ſtand at our Sundaies Prayers. Or if a man ſhould cite the Synod of 
Lasdicea againſt a Deacon(though a Cardinall )ſitting before a Prieſt,or againſt the 
worſhipping of Angels;were it meet to choke him with a rerurne of the laſt Canon 
of thar Councell, forbidding the Apocryphall books;or the 37.Canon forbidding his 
Holineſfſe totake ſo much as a Bible in his ſolemnity, from the hands of Jewes - Ifa 
man ſhall alledge a Teſtimony of Cyprian,were it fit to upbraid him with the error 


__w_—_—k———CC. 


my ſilly Refnters compaſſion, who is ſo farre from cruſhing me in this, rhat he hurts 
none bur his own fiſts,tn beating them about bis own hard head.For, if the preſling 
us with the authority of ſome of theſe Canons,be tojuſtifie the reſt ; then the 36. 
Canon of that Councell beares him and his Rowe down before it, whilesit ſets Con- 
{ /antinople cheeke by jole with ir,maugre.A point,whichrather then they will yeeld, 
they wil be glad ro abate us all thereſt:This we are ſure of that the alledged Canon 
11s peremptorily,fully,cauteloufly ours: For this,my credit is at the ſtake; which my 
Refurer pleaſes himſelf with the hope to impaire,ioſulripg in the idle fancy of a juſt 
advantage, whiles he ſhews the Canon to come ſhorrin ſome points of our requili- 
| tionand practice; For there, Biſhops are excepted,and the freedome of Mariage at- 
ter Ordination. Be 3 ap Saf 

Reader, compare the Canon with the words of my ingagement, Tundertooke 
chou ſhouldeſt finde no decree could be made more peremprory, more cautelous, 


{more full and abſolare,for the lawfulneſſe ofithe Mariageof Ecclefiaſticall perſons. 
{ _ Forfirſt; The Fathers profeſſe herein to crofſe the practice and Decreeof the 


| Roway Church, Secondly, they profeſſe the conjugall cohabitations of facred per- 
| ſons to ſtandby the Apoitolike Canons, andrto be a fincere, exquiſite, ard ord erly 
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trbe orthidoxe Faith about the fourteenth yeere of Conſtantine,returned home: After fure 


ofre-baptization ? Orif of Auguſtine, with the errour of the neceſlity of Infants 
!communicating ? This is clavam clavo, For mee,T have undertaken no ſuch taſke, | 
to warrant them that once ſaid true, from ever erring:I doe therefore herein ſcorne 


gathered up,and ſet forth with univerſal conſent, the Canons formerly made,and J 
them re-enforced. But what need I trouble thy ſelfe with any other anſwer to all 
theſe windie cavils of my Adverfarie,then that which Tharſixs himſelfe,the Patri. 
| arke of Conſtavrinople,hath moſt fully given; r 2» eft hec ignorantia.,&c.W hat 1g26- 


4 [can= 
7 | c know, 
|Uharthe et Synod worgetheredinthetime of Conſtantine again thoſewhich oe 


[209 followed. we have | 


| 


| 


| 
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| rime oftheir Ordination,itbe ner ſo much as required of them; to abſtaine £3 the | 


| 
j 


conſtitution.What could be ſaid more? They (thirdly) ratifie this libertie Gor tar 


prerence of Religion, that he ſhall be ſuſpended, and, (if he go on)depoſed. Judge 
| now whether herein my proteſtation have erred; Not that there can be no circum- 


They (fourthly)give charge that no man by the cohabication with his lawfull wike 
be hindred frs aſcendingto the higheſt degree of holy Orders. (Fiftly ) thatin the 


lawfull copanying with their Wives; which were (fay they) to offer injury to mari. 
age ordained by God.and bleſſed by his preſence, and to crofſe him tharjfaid, Thoſe 
whom God bath joyned together let no man ſeparate ; 'and, Mariage is honourable among i? | 
all,&c. (Sixtly) That if any man ſhall preſume fo far,astooffer rodebar any Prieſt, 
Deacon,or Subdeacon, from the conjun&tion and ſociety with his lawfull Wife, he 
ſhall be depoſed;Orifany Prieſt,or Deacon ſhall voluntarily caſt offhis Wife, upon 


” 


ſtance deviſed,as of the extent of the perſons,or time,or manner, wherein curioſity 
might inlarge the ſcope of this libertie(fo I never meant:)but if this one point(T har 
the mariage of perſons Eccleſiaſtical is lawfull) can be more fully and warily ſet down. 
let melye open to cenſure;ifnot, hate the vanityof this idle Mountebanke,and con- 
 feſſe with 4riſtophancs, | 


þ 


Adnerſns iflum Sychophant e now ineſſe pharmacum. 
| TheParliamentall law in the time of King Edward, was(l grant)more full in ex- 
| tending the liberty,could not be more full in avouching the lawfulnefle ofour Ma- 
riages.Where I muſt take leave to tellmy Refurer, that the compariſon he preſumes 
to make of King Edwards Parhament, with the proceedings of Tacke Straw, Wat T i- 
 ler,&c.is, like himſelfe,ſedicious and rraiterous. And what marvell if ſuch repiners 
blow out the foggie vaporous blaſt of ſeditious words,againſt our higheſt Court of 
Parliament, which ſome of their companions have attempted to blow up with a 
| blaſt of fire? This Conſtirution was not civill onely,but Synodicall : And may not a 
 lawfull Synod or Convocation, with the concurrence of the three States, and the | 
ſway of Royall authority, make or re-eſtabliſh a Law agreeable to the Word of 
 God.and the received pradice of their Progenitors, but every Jack-ſawce of Rome | 

ſhall thus odiouſly dare to contrell and diſgrace it 2 One of his Capitoline gods of 
| Rome called England his Afﬀe ; So it was,whiles it might beare nothing bur his 
 Trumperie,and gobut where his Groomes would either leade,or drive it:now thar | 
it hath taken heart,and(with Cardinal Campegis his Sumpter)caſt off this baſe load; 
and hath happily over-runne his ſervitude;they are ready,with the Keeper of meta- 
| morphoſed Apuleius,to ſeeke a deſperate remedy from the next Tree. 
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SECT.XILL. 
gUch then 1s the Canon of Conſtantznople, which therefore(T faid)becauſe they can- 

not blemiſh enough,they have indignely torne out of the Councels : and here is 
much vehement andbraving Rhetoricke,ſpent upon me as a ſhameleſſe Writer;and 
this paſſage asthe groſeſt lye,thatever was publiſhed by Proteſtant,$&now I am c6- 
| jured, How blemiſhed? how torne? what? where? how? whem? Becauſe innocence 1s 


phant, 


I93,)194« 


bold,the man will be bold, that he may ſeem innocent;but we ſhall well find that fa- 
 cing will not ſerve his turne.Is he ſo ignorant as not to know that all his great * Ma. 
fters diſcard this whole Coſicell as þ#7i05?Doth he not know that it i5(if not torn) 


[yer left ont in divers of their Edirios of the Councels?Lethimlearn,it he know nor; 

that their ancient colle&ions of Canons,which was called Codex,or Corpre Canonum, 
which was in uſe in Leo the fourths time, mentioned by Gratian, 4/t.20.c. de libellis, 
and printed 45.1526.at Mentz.and re-printedat Paris,inodavo, 4529.1609, omits it. 


je 
© - — —ce 


about Charles the Great his time, wherem beſides the forged Decrerall Epiſtles of 
divers Popes,arethe Canons of many Provincicall Councels of Africke, France, 


The other Colle&ion of Councels by 1ſidorus Mercator, which began to be received |. 


____ Spaine, 


There isno 
(alve for the 
ſting of a SYCo- | 


Refutep.193z 


Etiam Aſn 
mens recalcitrat? 


Reſut.p.t95, 
#uſque ad 198. 7 
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t Baron. An. 58, 
14.13. & Bell. l. 
1. deyerbo Det, 
Ce. 2. C3 2, AeR0. 
Pont.c,17.1.1.de } 
Conc, 6. 7.1.1.0}, 
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u D;[1.16.14 
Nots 

Theſe Chap- 
ters Wee doe al- 
together reject. 
Let them by 
no meanes be 
received. 

T hat they are 
joynedwith 
Wives,not 
their vyvne. 


Contin. 

Vt rotumn ſeulucet 
Profanumerro- 
FI xxſolent its 

21 udicul i, ple- 
num, manifejte 


Cryphum, & core 
rioptiſantun. 


y Chemmt.hilt. | 
de Ceith.$acrd. 


Spaine,grc.ſet forth by 1ac.Merlin at Coleine 15 30. and which hath beene uſually re. 7; 


| niually re. 
ceivedin theWeſterne Church,inthe times of the Schoolemen, who uſually _ T A 


alſo Io and Barchardas) alledge them, likewiſe emits it. The ewo Editions of the | 
Councels by P.Crabbe, likewiſe omit it; andifit had not been for ſtarke ſhame, & 
would the reſt alſo. Doth he not know what his Anaſtativs and Nubertus proteſt of 
ſome particular Canons;andthisfor one," Hec capiinla omnino refutamus.and null. 
ns recipiantur And for this very particular Canon;It he know not, There is firſt an 
attempt ofa double blemiſh co be caſt uponat: The one,inthat they read it ſo.as if 
the Roman Clergie profeſſed quod copalentur axoribus non ſuis, as by way of ſcorne: 
whereas the words runne, ſe deinceps cum uxoribus ſuis non congreſſuros, ; 
The other,in that ſome of their Authors would refer Sacror# wirerum to Conſlity- 
riones,not to Nuptias;marring quite the ſenſe of the Canon. This for the blemiſh, For 
the wiping outof this very Canon, & denyingir place with the reſt ; ler him heare 
his own * Zſpencaw,telling him,that even they w** allowed this Synod rejeedby 
Pighizs,& others, yet hano Canon? awriter trattant &c.V ſe this Canon ſomewhat hargly, 
45 altogether prophane, fullsf errourinſolence, immoaeſty, mavifeſt falſhood, 4 pocryphal, 
and moſt corrupted; and hisingenuity is faineto plead, in concluſion, Caxonem huxc | 
legitimii eſſe,non gratts ſed neceſſario donemns;T hat they muſt(uot upon comtroverſie,but of 
neceſi:ry) yeeld this Canon for legitimate, not ſuppoſiticions. And what is this in my De- 
teors conſtrution, but a calhierihg of this Canon out of the Councels againſtthe 
authority of Gratian,and the Greeke Copies? Laſtly,rhe eyes of learned Chemnitias, 
are undoubted witneſſes to us, what credit ſocyer they find with this 1:aliaxate ge- 
neration, 1» Toms Concilioram prorſius expunxerunt, & omiſerunt hunc Canonem : \ [y 
the Tomes of the Councels they have altogether wip't ont, and omittedihis Canow. So as if 


þ-65» 


Evraſm. Lang. itt 
Niceph. Fo.Nevt. 
347. D. Venato- 
ris P. Crimes. 
I .0l8 ſolv3, P olyd . 
Uirg. Relewinch 
Thuauns. Ignat, 
Sigebut & 6, 


Refutp,193. 
uſque ad 203. 
They are joy- 
ncdin Mariage. 


1 denials, 


wee had thoſe blurred Copies which he ſaw bleeding from the hand of the Inqui- 
fitors,there could be no fence for this charge, bur that which ſerves for al,impudenr 


Neitherneeded my Refurer to rake it ſo highly,that I objected to the the tearing, | 
blemithing,& defacing of this,and other Records againſt them;Ere long the world 
ſhall ſee,to the foule ſhame of theſe ſelf- condemned Impoſtors, that in the writings 
both of ancient andlater Authors,they have blotted out more than an hundred pla- 
ces({ome of them containing above two iheets apiece) concerning this very point 
which we have in hand. 


This 15no news therefore;neither needed my DeteQor to make It ſo dainty. 


SECT: & TV. 


Foes from Gra/an the free confeſſion of Pope Steven the ſecond,acknowledging 
the open liberty of Mariage tothe Clergie of the Eaſterne Church, Matrimonio c0- 
pulantar A place truly irrefragable;My Refuter firſt exceprs againſt the number.tel- 
lng us thar Srevezthe ſecond lived bur three or foure dayes at the moſt,8: rherefore 
| he could notbe the man;what ſpirit of Cavillatis poſſeſſes this Maſſe-Prieſt?He can- 


{ So alſoFanceaius 
1n his Chronol. 


Z Bin.Steph.2. 

' A plurabus & Se- 
! r1e Rom.Pontifi. 
cum dumititur. 


| Cajet.Opuſ.Ca- 
- fut " 


| Refut 2.03 


| B:ſbops: whence it js that the Chronicle namesnot two Sevens betwixt the firſt & the 


| #0 authority,but an error of the ColleFors.Good God! what face have theſe men? That 


not but know that his own Sizebertzs aſcribes five yeares to this Steven,and Herman- 
nw,l1x: But five is the leaſt: And his Bixizs telshim that the Steven he ſpeaksof (fit- 
ting but two dayes excluſively) * i by tbe moſt omitted inthe Catalogue of the Komant 


fourth.But this man(he ſaith)called no Councell;whart is that tome?Gratian affirmes If, 
I donor. Let him fall our,for this, with his friends. Andnow according to the old 
wont,(after he hath tried ro ſbift off Matrimonis copulantur.with the ſleeveles cvall- 
on of a falſe glofſe (1.utuntur) which Cajerap hath ſufficiently confuted for us) he fals 

toa flat rejection of Gratian, and tels us out of Bellarmine, That Canon to be perhaps of 


none of their received Authors can he produced againſt them, bur they are ſtraight 
| counterfeit,and yetthe very ſame,where they ſpeak for them,canonicall? Their Cly- 
ents,if they might but know theſe tricks, would be aſhamed of their Patrons. 
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Ws. ergo. | 33 | 

Thar the Clergy not only ofthe Eaſt might Matrimenio copulari, but of the \ Roſut.n oy 

alſo might Matrimezium contrabere(which are the words ther areunwilling ro When As 

in their owne CanonLaw) ſhew ſufficiently that they not only were mariedof old, 

| | but might marry; Bur for che Eaſterne Clergy, ir is freely granted, by all ingenuons 
| ſpirits;inſomuch as fences tels us,that never Author,either old or new, 1mpured | | 

his for a faulr unto the Greeke Church,that their Clergy was maried. 

What ſhall we ſay then to this bold Bayard,that compares thi toleration of Mariave | *dutya06, | 
inthe Greeke Church with Moſeſſes permiſcion of the Bill of Divorce anto the Iewes? As if | wks 
Mariage had beene only tolerated,not allowedzas if unjuſt Divorce werea fit match 
for lawfull Wedlocke; while he here talkes of Daritia cords, well may we talk of his 
| Duritia frontss, It 18 true;every Church,every Countrey, hath their cuſtorhes and 
p | Faſhions, which Joannes Mator pleades againſt Beda's Cenfure of the Engliſh 8 Scot- | 

2b and Brittifh obſervation of Eaſter,and may be as juſtly in chis caſe pleaded for us. 
This was of old noleffe ours, than the Greekes;Afnd ifany Church will be preſcri- 
bing againſt God, we have no ſuch Cuſtome,nor the Church of God:But what a ri- | 8.207, 
| dicutousinfinvation 1s it,that the Greek Prieſts are diſpenſed with by ſupreame au- |*** 
cthorify Ecclefzaſticall? Forſooth,by the Pope of Rome. Faine would I learne when, 
upon what cermes, at what rate the Grzcians purchaſed in the Court of Rome Diſ- 
penſation for their Mariages. | 
I would my Refuter had the Office appointed him to ſhuffle overall the Records 
of the Apoſtolike Chamber, till he find ſach a grant madeproprer duritiem cordis, then 
ſhoulda greatdeale of good Paper eſcape the miſery of being beſmeared by his Peri. 
lC| Whatſtrange fantaſtire Dreames are put upon the World > Where the Papacy 
cannot prevaile,there forſooth his Holinefle diipenſerh, The Greeke Church admit- 
teth maried Prieſts,the Pope difpenſeth with them; They deny and defie the Popes | 
Supremacy:lI trow he diſpenſeth with them for that roo + and why not with the 
Church of Ezeland? We pay no Peter-pence,werun not toRomes-market to buy traſh 
I hope his Holinefle difpenſeth with us for theſe Peccadiliv's; we take liberty here to 
marry rather than to burne,why ſhould we not hope to receive thar Diſpenſation, | 
| wherof we heard the newes of late froma poore Bankrupt Carier? Ad populii phaleras 
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D| SECT. XV. 


AS for the contradiction, which his ſagacity findes (not without much ſcorne) in |". p.209. 
Athe.cwo Pariiamentcall Lawes of the Father, and the Sonne, King Henry the 4 $0514 
Eighr,ahd King Edward the fixt;, whereof theone forbids,the other allowes the Ma- 
| | riageof Eccleftaſtiques,it needed not have beene any wonder to a learned Prieft, 
| which might have knowne Councels enow,diametrally oppoſite tocach orher:what 
fault was itin the recovered blinde man,thart he firſt ſaw men walke like Trees, and 
after like men? Even the beſt man may corre& himſelfe. Neither was there here a- 
ny contradiction. King Henry ſpake with the Romane Church, (whoſe one halfe of 
him-then was) King Edward ſpake with the Scriptures, and purer antiquity : King 
p | Henry never ſaid,God diſallowed theſe Mariages;King Z£dward never faid,they were 
"| allowed by the Romiſh Church. CERT SOOT STR | nd 
And why may not we draw out the like abſurditicoutofQueene Maries Parlia- 
ments;wherein ſhe reverſed many things eſtabliſhed by King Edwar,as 1n this very 
caſe concerning Mariage of Prieſts? May not we hereuponafke, What will you ſay 
toſuch Parliaments wherein the Brother is rhwarted þy the Siſter, & that with che 
conſent of the moſt of the ſame Parliament-men enacting in a few yeares contra- 
| [rily? I pj ES BLEU 
| Or as if it were any newes with Popes reſcindere aa predeceſſoram; even of thoſe 
which immediately preceded them. Who knowes not the Story of Pope Formoſus, 
and Stephanus, and rhe many and (trong contradictions of decrees 1n the frequent, 
—_ deſperate Schifines of the Boon Church. SORE Hh TEY 
| rr | : a7 
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uſq; ad 234: 
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7:4 laſh is indifferently fit for all backs;ler him that hathno cauſe t 
Plaine. AEGIS LIN 

Whar needed this foule mouth then to breakeforth into ſo papable llanders 
that holy Archbiſhopand Martyr Dottor Crammer,charging himwirh deep diffim,, 
lation,in ſoothing up both theſe Kings m their contrary Decrees >: When je js iv 
manifeft, thatchis Worthy Metropolitan was the onely man, which durſt for three 
dayes together openly inParliament oppoſe theſe wickedly projefted Articles of 
King Henry:and this,in ſpecial). Infomuch,as he was willed out of the houſe, till the 


ſed. Weuld this man(thinke we)careto bely all the Saints in Heaven for an advan. 


tage? What will not he dare to fay,that will obje& inconſtancie to him who ſealed 


Gods truth with his blood? be 

The contradictions and weakenefles that he findes inthis Synad of Conſlantingl, | 
doe no whit move us; If he canallow and commend,Eccite againſt us the ſeyen and 
thirtieth Canon of the councell, for the worſhip of the Creſſe,or the foureſtore and 
fifteenth for the holy Chriſme,and yet diſallow the thirteenth,why may not weby 
the ſame Law cite and approve the thirteenth Canon againſt them, and yer difg. 
vow thoſe others? | 


SzxeT:AYVL 


A Enber was it for want that I mentioned onely this Councell of Confantizople, 
The more ancient conſtirutions of TA»cyr4.and Gargra; and the firſt and fourth 
of Toleds, befides the Apoſtolicall and Nicene, might have been urged by mee. It 
was not mine intent (with this babler) ro ſay more than all; bur onely to rake an 
handfall out of the Sacks mouth for a taſte to the buyer; That faire flouriſh there- 


i foreofCouncels whichhe muſters up againſt me herein,will be but, 47 ma arms cop. | 


traria : Wherin (ince my Refater will needs make himfelfe ſo bukie, let me intreat 
him by the way to compare the Councell of ® Gaxgra, with the Decree of his Pope 
Hildebrand; The Councell ſayesflatly, Si quis diſcernit Presbyterum conjugatum, Oc. 
If any man make difference of a maried Prieſt, ſo as that by occaſion of his mariage he ought 
uot to offer, and doth therefore abftaine from his oblation, let him be accurſed, But his 
Hildebrand, uxoratos Sacerdotes a divino removit officio, & laicis miſſam corum audirein- 
terdixit; novo exemplo,&c, That is removed maricd Priefts from their divine office, and 
forbad Lay men to heare their Maſſes, ſaith* Sigebert ; Therefore by the ſegſtence of 
the Councell, Pope Hildebrand is accurſed; And accurſed for that very point which 
made him aRomitſh Saint : When my Refuter hath gnawed awhile upon thiSbone, 


| he may hope to be rewarded witha cruſt, 


And now for his Councels, to make up the number,he names for the fore-man 


| of the Queſt, the Councell of Ancyrs (fomewhat before the Nicexe) one whoharh 


paſſed a dire& verdiCt againſt him, allowing Deacons,upon their profeſſion,to mar- 


| ry. The miſerable evaſions of his © Binius, and Baroxiwe, in this point, argue botha 


minde anda cauſe deſperate; whiles (without all colour of warrant)they imperioul- 


| ly turne downe theſe maried Deaconsto a lay-communion, and faine this liberty 


onely ina forced Ordination, not in a voluntary. | 


cannot be made Prieft inthe band of Wedlocke, unleſſe he promiſe converſion , It is 4 grolic 
counterfeit : And that the world may ſee wee uſe nor to paſſe theſe cenſures with- 


out evident reaſon; It mentions the Arrians which were not yet hatched ; Itmen- 
fions Boxoſis, which lived long afterinthe time of 1xwocent x. Tt mentions the Con- 
ciliam V aſenſe, which was yer later, in thetimeof Leo the firſt, When his authors 
can agree of the time, and make goodthe Synode, hee ſhall receive an anſwer £0 


it : In the meane time,it was either before the Councell of Xice,or after ir;ifbefore, 
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at might paſſe; which(notwithſtanding he wellknew King Henry)he ſtoutly ref. ) 


As for that firſt Canon which he citeth of the Councel| of drles, That 4 man 
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| 


It was corredtedby the Nicene; aProvinciall mult yeeld 
preſumpruous, indecreeing that peremptorily which 
left free, 

The Councell of Arasſica is cited by him in dire&ttermes Oppokte tothe Axcyray, 


to a Generall; if after,jr was 
the General dererminately 


faction of Rowe.So then, here,0bruimur numero,Hethinkesto ca 


 But,if after the Tyrannicall impoſitions of his S:ricizs and Innocents t 


| He muſt make them friends,ere he can bring ir forth againſt an enemie. As for the 
| maine ſtay of this cauſe of his, which is the rwo Conncels of Africk, lent him by his 


Bearmine, it 1s grounded (as our learned 1uni#s hath probably anſwered) upon 
meere corruption and mil-taking; the Latine Copies raking propria, for priora: The 
charge of the Councellbeing only, that Deacons, Prieſts, Biſhops, (7 7+ ids ts) ac. 
cording t0 their turnes of miniſtration, ſhould abſlaine from their Wives. which no mo- 
deſt Divine will not willingly ſubſcribe unto. However.I am ſure, if the one word 
be not corrupted,the other is ambiguous, and may as well ſ1gnifie Balſamons ynumzs, 
Andiftheſe Canons were firſt Latine, andafter tranſlated into the Greeke: yer the 
Greeke ſhewes what was the firſt Latine, and may well corre& the miſtaken Origi- 
nall. But to diſcuffe the ſeveral! Councels, which he only thinkes fit toname. and 
utter by whole-fale againſt us,were a workefor a volume apart. The old word is Do- 
loſucs wer ſatur in generalibus; There u deceit in generalities; Tt were eafie to ſhew thar 
ſome of theſe are impertinent;others plainly againſt them;others corrupted to ſpeak 
againft ns,as that of Mentz and Wormes,whereof in the {equell;others partiall to the 


rry it by number,not 
bagge of Counters. 
ookeplace in 


by weight, where with us,one piece of Gold is worth a whole 


| that this exampleſufficiently prooves thepradtical liberty of thoſe Churches in the 
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| ſtome of mariage,ſtill maintaining the lawtulneſſe and uſe of it inviolsble. Sg then, 


inſumme.This.he hath gained, which Tam. ready ever to avow; The ancienteſt Cog- | 


the Church,he could name for every one of his Provinciall Synods, 
were all one to us; we are not the worſe,his cauſe no whit the better. This Traditi- 
on,after that in an emulation of the Montaniſtical vaunt of Virginitie,ir had gotten 
head in the Church, ranne like fire 1n a traine;Thoſe Provinces that held correfpon. 
denceat Rome,according to the charge of 4Greeory,ſpake as ſhee did prompt them : 


either had dependance upon it,or which had continued in the ſucceſſion of this. cy 


celsare againſt him;The laterare againſtus;andGod with us againſt them;ofwhich 
we have learned *© to ſay,Y £vobs filti deſertores,at faceretis Concilium & xon ex me 

Andifhis Miſtris of Rowe have elſe-where found vaſſals,it followes nor, chat we may 

not be free. Yea,it is more than manifeit,by thoſe evidences we have already pro- 
duced from their owne records, that notwithſtanding this copged number of His 
provinciall Synods, and Private decrees (as Yeluſjantermes them) all the time of the 
firſt ſeyen hundred yeares,the freedome of this praCtice continued in many parts of 
the Chriſtian world; In ſo much as amongſt the reſt,the Church of Armenia, for the 
timeof the yeares mentioned,upheld a Tradition,fnot toadmir of any Cletgy-man, 
bur thoſe which deſcended ex genere Sacerdotali,deſcended from Prieſts; Witneſſe the 
Fathers of Conſtantinople, in their three and thirtieth Canon. Where my Detector 
ſhould doe well ro enquire what Balſamons Clerici Chryſo-ballati meanes; Sure I am, 


queſtioned limits of the ſeven firſt Centuries. To which wee may adde the Church 
of Bulgaria,out of his3Gratian; The Churchof Germany out of b Aventine;The Church 


farniſhed with atineall deſcent of Biſhops; for eight generations, before the timeof 


\ 


an hundred, it | 


of Ireland out of i Bernard,who confefles the EpiſcopallSee of Armach to have been 
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6rw0ra ſtatuta. 
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Ivoe to you rebel- 
1:19:43 Childre A 
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mus in Armenio- 
1411 YELONe £0 


ſunt ex gene.e 
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g Diſt.28, 


' h Annal.Boyo- 
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Lib.Syn0d.#'t- 
gora.F ccleſ. Cen. 


| Coxcil. Hybern. 


ſab Patricio, 
Auxiliolſermns. 


and yet ſine ordjnibas,isa Riddle which(I confeſſe)I cannot aread.Perhaps,they were 
withour Romane Orders,but if they were not Clerkes after the then Iriſh faſhion, 
what needed they be Literati,that they might be Biſhops? The Church of our 3rir- 
taine (as we ſhall fee in the Proceſſe) and others, Theſe are more than enough to let 
the World ſee this reſtraint, for all rhis pretence of Provinciall and partial Councels 
never univerſally obtained. 


_Arr2 SECT. 


Duztungire Ce- 


his Malachias; which were ſtill both «xorat: & literati, How thoſe men were Biſhops, 


ſq 4 ad Sacer- 
dotem fare tunce 
Iiſes fuerit, & c. 
> uxor e513 ſine 
welato capitt ati; 
bulauertt paris 
tr alaith con- 
Termanti, & 6. 
Matth Park. 
Def. of 07. Sar. 


velprojria ſtatus | 


j read it, Secundy 


d 4d fimilitudi- | 
nturſedy Apal}o- | 


 0oſtruare conſlis \ 


Whart ſhould they doe but follow their-Miſtreſſe? The Greek Church, and thoſe that. 
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SECT. ALL 7 


| YE the man having unmercitully cruſht me in peeces with this emptie bladder of | 

windy and worchlefſe authority ,crowes over me,rhus,in concluſion : Ad wraly to| 
me he ſeemtth not tobe more mad,than blinde, for otherwiſe he would never have proclai. 
med this freedome of ſeven hundred yeares, ſeeing the very forme of words uſed by bis own, 
ſacred Conncell,doth ſo flrongly withſtand hu fond collections For there it # decreed, Qui ſunt 
| in ſacris,&c. We will that the mariages of ſach as bein baly Oracrs, from this time forward 


; be firme and valid: For in caſe this freedome had veen common before, why aid they ſay, Ty, 


| rnceps, from this time forward ? Thus he. Wherein I would his ſaperiours did bur ſee 


how kindly he buffers himſelfe. For it this be the force of Deinceps or A mode, | thys 
| argue againſt him; He hath pleaded betore,that neither this nor any other Church 
| ever allowed, nor ever practiſedthe celebration of mariage after Ordination; Now 

| if he turne to the ſixth Canon of this Councell of Conſtantinople, he ſhall finde De 
| cernimus ut nulli deinceps hypodiacono,gc.We decree that from hence forward no Sub-Dea- 
con, Deacon, or Priefl may marry after his ©rdmation; Therefore by the force of his 
inference before this time (for almoſt ſeven hundred yeares) this. was commonly 
| practiſed. And now toanſiver my Returers Dezxceps : Tt his wit had been any way 
' matchable with his malice, he might have ſeene that this Detnceps had relation to 
the Romane Church, not tothe Greeke; For, (it he know not). this Synod meant 
ropreſcribe Lawes to his Miſtreſſe,and to correct that their injurious Tradition of 
reſtraint, and to enlarge this liberty thorow all the Territories of the Uniyerſall 
Church For this purpoſe is the Deinceps of the Conſtantinopolitane Fathers, who 
well knew,how much it needed in the Welſterne Church, which had inthralled their 
Clergy in the bondage of that unlawfull prohibition. Soas the Refuter, whiles hee 
[playes upon my want of Logick,in not deſcrying the dangerous neceſlity of thisin- 
{ference upon me,plainly bewrayes his owne.want of braines, in not deſcrying the 
folly of his objection; and where he tels me(like a dull Jeſter) Thet all the Walls and 
Windowes, fromthe Hall 1 the Kitchin, may mourne to ſee an V niver ſitie-man have ſo lit- 
tlewit; I muſt tell him that all the Doores of Doway may leape off their hinges, toſee 
their Champion ſo childithly abſurd. © 

| Now then toanſwer his idle Epilogne; if it appeare that his owne Pope and Ca- 
noniſt,and the received Hiſtories ofthe Church,and the examples of ſeyerall Nati- 
ons and perſons acknowledge this ancient liberty both in the Eaſterne and (ſome) 
Weſterne Churches de fa&o; And Hoſes and the Prophets,Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
the ancient Councels, with the fixt of Conſtantinople, approve it de ture It followes 
| that che neceffary impoſition of profeſſed conrinencie, is but a part of that ſowre 
{milke wherewith the Shee-Wolfe of the Seven-hils feeds the fationother Romu- 
[liſts and Rhemiſts, and none of that wholeſome ſuſtenance which God and his pu- 

ret Charch have provided for their Children, ©] 


| 
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maintained, Cc. 


The third Booke. = 


SECT. 1: 


He Mariage of Fcclefiaſtiques,which had the comms al. 
lowance of the firſt Times,had in ſome parts bur thec6 
nivence of the ſubſequent& the prohibition of the laft. 
Thoſe Churches that were not parties to the fattion of 
Rome,could not but be much moved with ſo perepto- 
ry aDecreeofa famous Councell,zxedncing them,inthis 
point; to the exaftneſſe of Apoltolique inſtitution, and 
profeſling to rectifie that Roman deviation; No marvell 


incontinent Grecians,Schiſmatiques,Hereticks, his Pen is no ſlander: The multitude of | 
his Synods, wherein was fuch reiterationof the ſame Law, ſhewes the oppoſition. 
which ir ſtill found inthe Charch, and the prevailing uſe of the contrary. praftice. 


disjunCt charge,0f ether lining chaſtely or marying a Wife whom they way not divorces 
no where (forſooth) extant, becauſe he findes it not jn his 573/45 or Baronins;as if no| 
water had gone beſide their Mill;and here Iam threatned with the Cornelian Law for 
forgeryzno leſſe crime: Toavoid the perill whereof, let.my farre ſeen Dereftor turne | 
to the Bavarian Annals of * Avemtine,in the third Booke,there he ſhall finde ir; An 


George, Dorotheus a Biſhop,Prieſt, Deacon,with this exprefle disjunftion, Aut cafte wi. | 
vat aut wxorem ducat,c.T hat which hebrings from theſuccefſor of this Gregory, Z4- 
charias,ſhewes what his Pope wiſhed, when he had gatten better footing in Germany 
but the faccefſe makes forus; for B. Boxiface either never durſt,or atleaſt never'did| 
urge theſe rules to his Germays. So,l hope, his mouth 1s: ftopt for my forged Teſtis'| 
mony of his Gregory, which could not in his coceit be other, becaufe he neyer fawar 
peepe forth before this inother mens bookes.\'w1is nothingever lookt out ofthe Preffe, 


have had the leiſureto have viewed,they had bluſhed ar their Champis.This charpe| 
of Gregory (Ifaid)was according ta that ny Clerkes cited fro Ifidore, &&.renued inthe 


chat eſcaped that bookiſh eye:witney the next paſſage,which if his Superiouts could | 


n Fl: | 34 therefore, if not long after, there enſued a collifion of 
2 ——— oppolite parts, & mach ſcuffling betwixt the abettors of Rab adat 
Antichriſtian ſervitude,6: Eyangelical liberty;whom this Hedge-creeper dare rerm FEY Od 


The Epiſtle of Pope Gregory the Third,to the Clergie of Bavaris,which gives that Ref 243- 


* Avent. Boyd» 


Epiſtleſent to / jvilws,and the other Clergie of Bavaria,by the hands of Martinjan, | 7% 4meri3. 


| Refutp.244- 


Refut p 245 


Conncell of Mentz; but by our juggling adverſaries clipped in the recitall : Here the mam 
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the ſpirit of my Detraftor.It is true;/ſidore wrote no booke of this title : bur the 


paſhge,and am thus cenſured; whereas the Councell of Meytz cites it by this very 
{tife, Sicut in Regula Clericorum dictum eſt, As it is ſaid inthe Rule of Clerkes. 1s it ſimpli- | 
citie that he knowes not this title of 1ſidere? or maliciouſnefſe, that he'conceales i> 
One of them isnnavoidable. It is cleere then,cotis thame (if he have any)that the 
teſtimony is aright cited;andis it lefſe cleere thatit 15 maimed,& cur off by the hams 
in their Moguntize Councell? Compare the places,the fraud ſhall be manifeſt, Thar 


| 


| 
| 


| marry but one;Their good Clerkes haveutterly left out the latter clauſe, and make 7- 


: 
# 


h 
j 


; dit of his Moguntine Fathers, whules he ſaith,I{;dore ſpake in generall, the Fathers inthat 
Councet{more ſlrily; when hee thar hath but one halfe of an eye may ſee, that both | 
ſpeake in one latitude of the ſame perſons? Thoſe Fathers giving the ſame title to | 


: [| Did but name Huldericus his Epiſtle in mine, as a witnefſe, nor as the foundation 


 |kable for reverefid Antiquitie,in aged Parchment here in Engl/and;which,I hope £0 


nat to ſweare they wouldbe- good ft 


; his owne heart; for(to omit his ſirained mis-Interpretaticn of 1/idore,fince we now 
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Councellin the tenth Chapter proteſſes to tranſcribe(verb4t:) the words of I{idore 


inthe forecited Traft and where 1/idore faith, Caftimoniam inviolati corports perpetns 


conſervare fludeant,ant certe unins matrimonis vincuto feaderentur; Let them live chaſte or 


{doe charge his Clerkes with perpetuall continencie; Let them live chaſte. Hethat de- 
niesthis,let him deny that there isa Sun in the Heaven, or light in that Sunne; what 
needI fay more ? Let the bookes ſpeake. | 

Here my Refuter doth ſo ſhuffle and cut,that any man may ſee he ſpeakesagainſt 


contend not of the ſenſe, bur of the citation) how poorely doth he falve up the cre- 


ſecond Booke of his Ecclefiaſticall Offices,he makes the title of his ſecond Chaprer, | 
De Regnlic Clericorum: Of the Rules of Clerkes. From this Chapter, I cite a conteſſeg 


that Chapter,and profefling to follow the Letters and Syllables of 1idere;both name 
only Clericos in that rule, withour diftindtion. Away then with this graceleſle facing i 
of wilfal frauds in your faithleſſe Secretaries,which have alſo fetchtrwo Canons out 


of Carthage to Wormes,and learne tobe aſhamedofyour grofle falffications, and in- | 
jurious expurgations; elſe doubrlefſe the World will be aſhamed of you, 
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L of my canſe;my Refarer ſpends bur one and thirty whole Pages upon him : how: 
elfe ſhould hehave:made a Volume? In all this what ayes he? Little in many words; 
and the famewords thrice over for failing = | 

And firſthe wonders at my extreame prodigality of credit,8 ſearedneſſe of con- 


2 . 
» 


® > Sg Rn Th A ct OSA | = 0 
\cience; in cicing an Epiſtle ſo convicted by Bellarmine, Baronive, Eckius, Faber, Fit?; 


$4ons the Jeſtir,andothers. Why doth he-not wonder that the Moone wil keepher 
pace in the ſkie,whiles ſo many Dogs barke ather below? When theſe Proctors of 
Rome have ſaid their worſt, there is more true authority in the very face ofthis Let- 
|rer,8 betrer Argumets in the body of it,than in ati hiidred Decretal Epiſtles which 


{ fon of this fable(as herermes it)faines it tobe only a Lutheran fiftion to cover their 
dred yeares ago,menrtions ir,& reports the argument of it; whereas it is yet exrant(as 


thricus)in the Libraries of Germany; whereas Hedio fourid anancient copy of 1 
Holland;$ our 10hn Bale; Archbiſhop Parker, B.Iewel;1ohn Foxhad a copy. of it reniar- 


headoreth.Let the World wonder rather at his fhameleſhes, who relating the OCcca- 


inceſtuons mariages,whereas their owne Cardinall eas Sylvins, almoſt rwo hun- 
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cry es Out,as before of forgery,ſo now of ignorance,telling his Readers, thatIhaye | & 
only taken this upon truſt from anothers note-booke. Reader, by this judge of 


A 


have the meanes ro produce, Wheras,laſtly,the very ſtile imporcerh age-&s wel Pay 


Times:He thatwonld doubr whether ſuch an Epiſtle were wrieren,nay as wel doubt 
whether Pope Zachary wrote to B.Bexiface in! Germany a directis when to cat DACON: 
may doubtwherher Paulthe fift wrote to'his Engliſh Catholikes to perſwade them 
bjefts:rtiay doubt whether Spider-carcher,cor 
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he queſtion allthe Records of their Faticen,all report of Hiſtories, all Hiſtorics of 
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ner-creeper C.E.Pſeudo-Cathohke Prieſt, wrote a ſcurrilons Letter 


quire of paper,in a twelye-yeares anſwer to three leaves of 7. 4. It is not more ſare 
that there 15 a Rome,or that Gregory and Nicole late there, than that ſuch an Fpiſtle 


| to thinke,there is nothing but impoſſibility anduntrurh in our report: whereas there 
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of aboye two 


was written thitheraboye ſeven hundred yeares agoe.It was extant of old,before e- 
ver thoſe Lutheran quarrels were hatched.Ler him therefore goe fiſh for Frogs in 
the Pondof his Gregory,whiles he derives thence the vaine pleas of improbalitie. 
If there were differences in relating the cjrcumſtancesof that ſtory(as I know none) 


' 
\ 
i 


muſt it needs thereupon be falſe?Which of their Hiſtories is not Iyable ro variety of | 


report? Io begin with the firſt: The ſucceſſion of Linws,and Clertws,and Clemens.is di- | 


ver{ly reported;is there no truth in it? Foend with the laſt: The title of Paz! the fift 
ro the chaire of Peter in the lawfuineſle of his Ele&ion,is diverſly reported;hath hee 
therefore no true claime to his ſeat ? But who ever placed Gregyries pondin Sicily ? 
This 1s one of the fittens of his F:tz-Simens, If other authors have mentioned this ! 
narration,chen all che ſtrengrh of chis Hiſtory lyerh noton Hulderick;If none beſides | 
him.,his words vary not; Theſe are but trickes roour-face truth. | 
The Epiltle,in ſpight of contradiction,is ſo ancient; and whartcare wee then for 
names? Whether it were Saint Ydalrick,or Hulderick, or Volufjanus, wee labour not 
much. Let it be the raſke of idle Criticks to diſpute who was Hecnba's mother, and 
what was her age;No lefle vain is my Refurer,that ſpends many waſte words about 
his Saint Yaatrick,in ſhewing the difference of time, betwixt him,and Pope Nicolas; 
the one dying, Anz 869.the other being borne,890.and proving our of his obſcure 
Sorbontft Monchiacenschat there were five Biſhopsof Anſþarze,betwixtthe times of 
the one,and the other: whereby a ſimple Reader might eafily be deluded,8 drawne 


15 nothing in all this peremptory and colourable flouriſh of his, bur meere cogging 
or mi{prifton:For both i{yricas apart,and the Centurifts,S$ Chemmitings (all Germanes 
that ſhould be beſt acquainted with the ſtate of cheir own)have long ſince told him, 
that his Saint Y dalrick was not the man,whom they held the Author of thisEpiſtle, 
but, Hulderick,another,not much different in name,but differing in time, above ſe- 
venty yeares; Ne vominis equivocatio leetorem turbet, and leſt the equrvocation of the 
name((aith Chemmitius) ſhould trouble the Reader, There is another Ydalrick of CAugnſta, 
whom Awventine writes to have died Anno 973.But this Hulderick, Fineas Sylvins writes to 
have died, Arno 960.4ndinthe yeare of his age 83.Thus he : from the authoriry of two 
their famouſeſtHiſtorians:from whoſe account 0 »nphrizs differs not much:But(thar 
my Refuter may hereafter ſave the labour of ſcanning thAr diſcordant Compurati- 
ons) whether it were either, or neither of them, it is not worth rousone haire of his 
crowne:fince with our fairhfall and learned Fox, we rather from the authority of 
ancient Engliſh Copies.aſcribe it to Yolſianzs,whoſe ſecond Epiſtle alſo inthe ſame 
ſtile,ro the ſame purpoſe,is extant from the ſame Records.not inferiour to the for- 
mer: What matters it for the name, when 1t appeares that the Epiſtle it ſelfe 1s truly 
ancient,ponderous,reverend, Theologicall,convictive : and fuch as the beſt Romanes 
heads cannot after ſeven hundred yeares ſhapea juſt anſwer unto?Evenin ſome Ca- 
nonical Books, though there be difference in rhe names of the Pen-men, there is ful 
aſſent to their divine authority:And why is 1t not ſoin humane? Thus then we have 
eaſily blowne away theſe light bubbles of Diſcourſe,which our Adverfary hath rai- 
ſd out of the Nut- ſhell of his computarion;from the Age, Perſon, Writings, of his 
Saint Ydalrick;and returne his impuram neſcio cums pebulonis Epiſtolam,with hisferrez 
or is,and plumbei cordubacke whence it camezto the Writer cited by my Adverſary, 
not named:Bur by better due to the next hand;wherero Iam no whit beholdingfor 
leaving it un-engliſhed: In thar C.E.ſparednot me but himſelfe: who 1s zeſcto quis, 
bur he that leapeth into the Prefle withoutaname? Who Nebs/e,rather than he that 


maſketh and marcheth ſ#b nebula, hoping to paſle in che confli& for a doughty 
Knight or Champion Scoxoſcinto,nordaringto lift up his Bever?Who writes !mpuram 


AE 9 anne => 


Honourable Mariage.for the inhauncing of impure Celibate?not that,zn Teſs, Ce- 
libareis impure, but in Hypetheſi theirs, forced and hypocciticall. 
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' Epiflolam,bur he that harh ſcribbled a Voluminous Epiſtle, to cry downe pure and| 
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A® for the difference thathe findes inour number of Pope Nicolas, whether firſt, 
or ſecond,or third,we may thanke his Gratzan; whoſe faſhion it is (as likewiſe 
Sigeberts) toname the Popes withour the note of cher number; we are ſure jr was 
not Nicolas Nemo, which wrote to 04s,Bifhop of Yiemna, reproving him for giving 
leave to Alvericws a Deacon to marry:thereupon ſending his contrary Decree to 
the Germane Churches;which ir ſeemes, (or the like impoſition) gave occaſion to 
this noble Epiſtle. 

Bur can there be any Game amongſt our Engliſh Popiſh Pamphleters, where the 
| Fox is not in chaſe > Where is the ſhame of this Roman Prieſt, whiles he ſo mani- 
| feſtly belyes our holy,revered,worthy Maſter Fex,whom this Scoganly Pen dare lay | 
| playes the Gooſe inthe inconſtancy of his Relation of this Nicolas, firft reporting 
| him the firſt, then the ſecond; when it is moſt manifeſt in the during Monuments 

of that induſtrious and excellent Author, that he ſtil infiſts upon N:colas the ſecond, 

rejecting by many arguments,the opinion of them which have referred it ro the 
firſt? Such truth rhere 1s in ſhorne crownes. 
Iohn Huſſewas a Gooſe by name,and now 10h Fox 15a Goole by reproach, Two 
ſuch Geeſe are more worth than all the fawning Curres of the Romane Capitoll, 
And how much more wit than fidelity is there in my Detector, whiles he would 
| prove that Pope Gregory had then no pond;becaulſe there arenow no peds at Rome? 
Asif Rome were now in any thing as it was; as it twelve hundred yeares had made 
Nunc ſees ef | noalteration; As ifthe ſtreets of Troy were not now Champaine; As if his Lipſius 
#Troji/ | cold now finde Rome in Rome: As if laſtly, that man were uncapable of a large 
pond,whoſe Sea 1s univerſall. | 

As for the number of childrens heads,I can fay no more for it,thanhe can againſt 
Vid.oue fare, | 1G this Hiſtory ſhallbe more worth to us than his deniall; Bur rhis I dare ſay,that I 
1.8. 12. Hier. | know perſons both of credit and honour,that ſaw berwixt fifty and rhreeſcore, caſt | 
54559072 | upout of the little Mote of an Abbey where Inow live:Lecwho liſtcaſt up the pro- 

portion. ; 

After the refufall ofthis worthy Epiſtle, accordingto his faſhion he tryes to dil- 
grace it with ys;telling us, that therein the Biſhopof Rome is ſtiled Supreame Head 
and Governour of the whole Church.If it were thus,ſo much more powertull is the 
Teſtimony againſt them,by how much more the witnefle was theirs. There muſt 
needs be much cauſe,when he that ſo humbly over-ritlesthe perſon, reſiſts the Do- 
crine ſo vehemently. Bur the truth is,that the Epiſtle ſtiles Pope N:col4 no other- 
wiſe in the ſuperſcription,than Sand eRomaneEccleſie proviſorem:Over-ſeer of the ho- 
ly Romane Church. And in the body of the letrer, Summe ſedss PantificemsBiſhop of the 
chiefe See, to whom the examination of the common affaires of the Church doth appertaine; 
which is far other, than inthe now Remane ſenſe, the Supreame head of the 
Church.Secondly,he tels us that this Epiſtle both grants and allowes a Vowot Con-| 
Heexcehts none, | LINENCY: Nullum excipit niſi profeſſorem continentie; wherein wee are no other than 
but aprefeſſor of | friends z wee yecld nolefſe , where there is good cyidence of the gift andcalling of 
*oxinence. | God.But whiles our Yoluſtan grants the profeſſor of continency bound,and pleades 
| the Clergy to be free,how plainly doth he ſhew us that' there was no ſuch Vow, 
rhen required of, no ſuch madeby the Clergie, {1 ey T” 
Pag27s, * But what needs the mantobe ſo furiouſly angry with the good old Epiſtler , for 
ſaying,that the Apoſtles charge (Let every one have hi,0wn Wife) is generall to allz| 
reaching tothe Clergie as well asthe Laity?excepting none but thoſe which have: 
the gifttof Continency.What Logick,(the-want whereofhe ſomerimes cauſleſly ob-- 
jeceth to me) ever taughthim that wes unuſquiſquewas any otherrhen yniverſall? 
Or what other ſenſe can be put upon the wards ofthe Apoſtle?Could1 as truly uP- 
_ | braidSir Refuter with reading the Logick Lefſon,as he doth mee with che Rheto- 

; Tick,furely I ſhould not now be put to paines toteachthis Novice, thatiws® (wn 
| | POT qu! ue | 
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[LEtn.11l. YH Honour of the <Maried Clergie, | 541 "4 


A |quiſque)is a terme of colleQive udiyerſalicie, and muft be extended ro all where| 
kindeis excepred racitely, ex narararer,as this caſe muſt needs be acknowledged to 
be; fore-prizing none but ſach as have the gitt of Continencie; which S. Paal tou- 


— 


— Ee = <> a. <e 


LO —— —— oo 


cheth upon,in that Chapter. 


Judgethen, Reader,whether the Catholike Biſhop that wrote this, or the Mi 
Catholike Maſle- Prieſt that reproyes it, be more worthy of Bedleem. 
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SECT. IV. 


___ 


_ Aftly yer,as it in the looſe he would ſhake hands and be friends with him, whom 

he had fo long defied;he thus cloſes up: Ther if Priefls have this cift, and have_ 
prefixed this courſe to themſelves inthe Lord, they ſhall not need to marry, And this is the 
caſe of all Clergy-men whowvow Chaſtitie, Thus he. Beleeve him,Readers,if yecan: All; 
the Romiſh Clergie,all Votaries have the gift of Continencie : Witneſſe our fore- | 


| 


ſaid Yoluſtanws in the ſame Period; Multos ejuſdem conſilii aſſentatores hominibus non | 


Reſitt þ.273. 


Deo pro falſa ſpecie continevtie placere volentes, graviora vides committere, patrum ſcale. | 
cet nxores ſubagitaregwmaſculorum ac pecudim amplexus non abhorrere. 1 will not Engliſh 
It for ſhame : Would God the Worlddid not roo well finde till theſe proofes of 
Romiſh Chaſtirie, 
Nunc etiam Rome quidiibet audet CAmor. 

But as one that thinks no man can be his friend,excepr alſohe be our enemy:like Sb 6 Bs 
a true Make-bate,he will tel[usa tale in our eare,that ſhall ſera perpetuall jarre be- i 
IWIXTUS and our Hulderick, Iwis,fayes my Refuter,your Ydalrick is not the man you 
take him for; For thus he there writes to the Pope, Wherefore,0 reverend Father,jt ſhall be 
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Jour part to cauſe and over-ſeethat whoſoever either with handor mouth hath made a Vow 
of Continencie(as all Clergy men in holy Orders have) and afterwards wonld forfake the 
ſame, ſhould be either compelled to keep his Yow,or elſe by lawfall authority ſhould be depoſed 
from his order. Sohe.But we are not ſolight of beleefe ro loſe a friend thns eaſily, 
Know then, Reader,that the*Parenthefis(which is the harſheſtpeece of this clauſe) 


{is foiſted into the Texr,and forgedby this Caviller;the quire contrary whereof is a£ | wem.c 7 1 
. firmed in the former Period of our Ydalrick,where thus he writes: Non parum quippe, | O45 14+.) 


 &c. From this holy diſcretion thou haſt not alittle ſwarved,when as thou wouldſt have thoſe 
Clergie meu, whom thou oughteſt only to adviſe to Abſtinence from Mariaze,compelled nn. 
to it by a certaine imperious violence; For w not this juſtly inthe judgement of all wiſe men 
to be accounted violence,when as againſt the Evangelical Inflitution, and the charge of the 
Holy Ghiſt,any man s conſtrainediotheexecution of private Decrees?The Lord in theold 
| Law appointed Mariageto his Prieſt which he i never read afterwards to have forbidden. 
Sohe.Ler my Refuter then reconcile this falſe Parentheſis with the true Text, 
(which he can never doe, ſince it directly croffeth the whole ſcope of Huldericks F- 
piſtle)and then he ſhall fee us eaſily reconcile Huldericks propoſition with ours. 
Bur,not ſo long to delay my Readers ſatisfaction;the truth is; The Author pleads 
for an indifferent immunity of Clergy men from the neceflity of this Vouy, elle the 
Epiſtle were contradictory to it ſeife: for 1the ſuppoſe that allthe Clergy had vow- 
ed.and all that had vowed ſhonld be compelled to keepe their Vow,how could hee 
plead that the Clergy ſhould not be compelled to Continece? The dritt of Y4alrick | 
or Yoluſas,then,is,that it may be equally lawfull, equally freefor Prieſts either to 
vow, or not to vow continency;which granted.itany one havingliberty not tohkave | 
'yowed.or obſerved it,ſhall notwithſtanding prefixe 1h4s courſe to himſelfe in the Lord, 
out of a long ſetled experience and aſſurance of this calling and gift of God, & now | Pref xi hor boy 
whenhe hath thus ingaged himſelfe to the expectation of the Church, welnerit apo. |” Ee nl 
ſtare, ſhale froward wantonly to abandon this vow,willingly negleCing all good tneanes | 
for the continued obſervation thereok,ſyuch a one ſhall be hable either ro compulti. 
on,or depoſition; As now, if any one ofours ſhouldin the midſt of freedome binde| 
himſelfe þy a voluntary vow,jt were pity.and ſhame that hee ſhould-play faſt and} 
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looſe at pleaſure with impunity. ey Wha "| 
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Refer þ.2.76. 


There 4 extant 
the ſame Authors 
Germanin, 
wherein are cons 
tained the grie+ 
wvances of the 

| German-nation, 
and a confutati- 
07 of the ſame 
with a reply. 


7a ſuaGerm. 
illyr. Catal. Teſt. 
lib.19 er. 


, 


Pefict.þ 280, 
| 


| Refubp.281. 


| & 


| that would not beleeye him. | 


— A. 


' The Honour of the eV aried Clergie, 


fended us ? whiles we neither make this vow,nor can therefore ever breake jr nor 
ever allowed the breakers of ſo made vowes, guiltleſle ? ys 
One quarrell yet he cannot remit to Maſter Fox and me; that for this fore-yq. 
med Hulderick,we cite Eneas Silvins inhis Germanta; a booke that never was. 


temins and Poſſevine;neither ofthem mention any ſuch work of Zyea: Silvine,wher. 
as,if he had but taken the booke next the doore,Geſners Bibliotheca,he had found (if 
at leaſt he could haye ſeene the Wood for Trees) Silvins his Germania; which (for 
failing) he might have heard of ina double Edition; The one larger,the other more 
contracted. The firſt,Geſner expreſſes thus, Extat ejuſaem Germania, qua continentur 


Syluii Germania excerpta,&c.T he Germania of Eneas Sylvins gatheredout of that book 
wherein the grievances of the Germane nation objefted to the Seeof Rome byMartine Mere: 
4 Lawyer of Mentz, are refelled. 

See now,Reader, whether my Refuter can bluſh. In the one of theſe, which(after 
deniall) he confeſſeth to have ſeene;he findes ſomewhat that likes himnor. Sylvias 
ſpeaking of « A»ſþurge,SantZus Ydalricus huic preſidet (faith he) qsi Papam arovit ds 
Concubinis;dalrick ts the Saint of that Citie,whoreproved the Pope concerning Concubines, 
The bone lyes before him,ler him picke out the marrow as heean;which becauſe he 
findes hard tobreake,he caſts it from him ina chafe,and tels us for the Laſt refuge: 
He hath ſeen a printed Copie,and two mannſcripts without theſe words. in verbs Sacerantis. 
Andſojuſt have we found him of his word,all this while, that he were hard-hearted 


This great helluo 1ibrorum hath weariedall Libraries,and conſulted with his 771. 


| 


gravamina nations Germanice,e confutatio eorundem;cum replica, The latter is » Fine | 


L1it FH, 


"What Wooll then is here worthy of this cry ? Or wherein hath our Author of. 


p:\ 
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SECT: V. 


RE ſtill T am taken tardy in my time,or rather doe over-take. I reckon this Li- 
berty to have continued in Germany after Hulderich, for ſome two hundred 
yeares; Whereas betwixt S.F dalricke and Gregory the ſeventh, were but a hundred and 
twelve yeares. | | 

But ſtill his Saint deceives him,and(if Tſhould haye erred) his owne Chronolo- 
gers ſhould have deceived me. For his 0z«phrizs in his Eccleſiaſticall Chronicle, 
makes onr Hulderick Biſhop of Aſparge 1n the beginning of Pope Nicolas, Anne,859. 


ching? Count it, Reader,and ſee whether I cannot make my word good &give him 


fifteen yeares into the bargaine:& now judge whether of us may ſay, Non ſat comme- 


de diviſa ſunt temporibus t1bi, Dave hec;and whether ofus it is , fromwhom nothing 

commeth, favouring of any learning or truth:andifthou thinkſt ir fit,blufh for him. 
Thelike(I feare)willing errour uponthe ſame ground is the miſccalculation of 

the times of Leo theninth,and Nicolas the ſecond, betwixt whoſe times,and / dalrick 


thelaughter of his Credutous Clients,which may now ſay,Loe the man which 1n a 
reckoning of 20c.yeares did out-laſh bur 150.When as both their S7gebert and Her- 
mann Contratiuzs,(and who not?) make Leothe ninth, Pope, 4#.1049, and Nicolas 
the ſecond ſome ten yearesafter him; The very elder whereof,if we reckon to Hul- 


counters, or wit, or honeſty; Truth I am ſure he wants, 


em 
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SECT HI. 


| 


the third ,and was growne to his ſtature and ** in Gregory the ſeventh. So as I 
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And his Sigebert &other Chroniclers caſt Gregory the ſeyeth hs oppoſitis to Prieſts | 
marilage,upon the yeare 1074. Where now is my errour > Where 1s my over-rea-| 


he makes but fifty yeares;abating one other halfe of the hundred, ro expoſe mee to| 


dcrick, 4n.859 will be innolefſe than 190. yeares diſtance. The man wanted either 


A Necchrif © which was conceivedin the Primitive times, ſaw the light in Boniface 


_might _ 


| 


"LinIil. The Honow of the MoariedClagie, 


F 


- 


A | 


might well fay,that the body of Antichriſtianiſine,together with the prohibition of 
mariage,began 
Papiits would haye them. After athonſand yeares Satan was looſed : ar that yery 
rime did this Hildebrand(otherwiſe Gregory )by the infligation of the Devill (as bim ſelfe 
| confeſſed «t his death (witneſſe Cardinal Benno and Sigebert) trouble the Church: belike 
with the violent obtruſion of this doftrine of Devils (prohibition of mariage)and 


| 


| write, that Leo the ninth,and Nico/as the ſecond, never mealed with the prohibition of 
theſe mariages, Onely the one made a decree againſt Harlots, the pther againſt Concubines : \ 


n—E—_—_—_—_———_— 
= —— . 
—— 
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| 745 


1to be complete in that Hildebrand. Fhe times accordbetter than our \ 


inſolent detrufion of imperiall authority. It isthen bur a Sardonian laughter that my 
Retfurer takes up at our complete Antichriſt; whoſe ſupparaſiration may one day 
coſt him teares and gnaſhing. 

But (good God ! ) what Saints hath the Romane Church ? Hildebrand is one of 
oy *- wks the Legend of whoſe holineſſe ſhall anon make any man faye C. E. 
aſhamed. 

Since it will be no berter; Perge mentiri; Tam now charged with a faire contradi- 
Aion, whiles I am accuſed to ſay, That the liberty of Prieſts mariages was univerſal for 
4 thouſand yeares, and yet had before granted ghat in Steven the ſecond his time (which was 
two bundred and forty yeares before) the Weſterne Clergy wes reſtrained. In all whichhee 
perſwades his friends that I would faine lyegrofſely, if my memory would let mee. 
Reader, doe but review my words. Theſe they are: Afrer him(that is, Hulderick) [0 
ſtrongly did he plead and ſo happily, that for two hundred yeares more, this freedome ftill 
bleſſed thoſe parts. 1 ſpeake of Germany he of Italy: I ſpeak of thoſe pates.he of all.Is 
not this a Logicall and faithfull refutation? Yet more,this bold andfalſe hand dares 


neither of which (he hopes) we will apply to our ſelves. Weareſo uſed ro theſe iImpudent 
aſſertions, thatnow we ceaſe to wonder at them. Let him tell me what was that E- 
piſtle which Leo the ninth wrote to Peter the Hermite ? Whoſe very title is Incont;- 
 nentiam Clericorum deteſtatur , & puniendam deſeribit. The Epiſtle is bitter, like m y Li- 


rinencie,it is bent againſt quadrimodam carnalis contagionss pollutionem : a foure.fold 
pollution of Clergy-men : Whereof one he will not ſure deny to be mariage. ” 
Lethimrell me what was done under Leo in the Councell of Ment: (abont the 
yeare 1049) of which Adam Bremenfis(who was there preſent)writes,Simoniaca he- 


| bellers. And leſt he ſhould ſay we guiltily take to our ſelves che impuration of Incs- 
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He deteſl5 the 
mcontmencie of 
Clerhes,and 
wnt:gs t0 bavet 
puniſhed.4p- 
pend.Epift. Leon, 


reſis & nefanda Sacerdotum conjugis holographa Synodi manu perpetuo dampuata eft.That js 
2 T he hereſic of Symony,and the wicked mariages of Priefls,by the conſent of the Synod was 


| * Asfor his Nicolas the ſecond;good man, he did nothing neither : Onely he ſtay- 
| ned women as honeſt as himſelfe, with the name of Concubines, & men more holy 
than himſelfe, with the name of Nicolaitans, {whom hee muſt needs love for the 
name ſake) and ati eſtate of life,as holy as his owne, with the haine of Filtby copulati- 


Ld 


company whence they came. - 


| WE h 7 


SECT, VII. 


——_—— ——.4. 


os ſtill the further we goe,the worſe. My Refuter ſurpaſſes himſelfe in the prizes 
thathe playes for his Pope Gregory the ſeventh, who firſt (he faith) did notruine 
this liberty of mariages : Let Yincentivis, and Radulphrs de Dicetoand Steehert ſpeake 
| for us both > 7 xorates Sacerdotes a divino, &s. Heremoved maried Prieſts from their 


inconſiderately prejudicial, againſt the judgement of the holy Fathers, &c, But hee full 
the ſecond.and Paſchal the ſecond, They followed him,and prevailed; The broyles 


were his; not the victory. Gratume opas ſcortatoribus(faith Aventine,) Avemine( fairh 
my Refuter)«/ate Goſpelliing brother. For us,we are.gladof the traternity of fo worthy 


———— > = i. 


funion,and forbad the praple to heare their Maſſes; 4 new example, and as many thought 


condemned. 1s this Nothing done-by his Zeo,the Leo rugiens of that time. 


on. ethis Popes ſhamefull decrees,and his ſhameleſſe lyes, goe both togerher for | 


9. Binds. 


2 Adam. Brem.l. 
3.6.31 Bn, 10t. 


Refut.p.236. 


Refut $387. 


| | ſo :4-"1.8 4 args tur ſcanda» 
preyailed nor (faith my Refuter.)What thanke is that to him ? he did his beſt, and rite ſetnds 


kindled thoſe coales that could never yet be quenched. He led che way to his Prbap |berefs tempore| 


b Chron.Sige- 

bert.Anio1074 
Polyd.Uirg. Bx-| 
emplo poſt h9il- | 
nes natos mpor- | 
truaſſimo. Ex | 
qua re 16M grave 


lum ut nullts 


jancia Eccleſia | 
Yatiore ſehife 
mateſciſſaſn, |. 
Sgebabid,, |} 


in Synod. Mogit, 


efurp.283, | 
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« Moſt learned 
Aventine. 
d Excelling in 
the knowledge 
of all variety of 
learning. 
e A man 6f un- 
weariable 
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T be Honour of the «M aried (,lergie. 


Aventinum, and *Y ariarum coguitione diſciplinarum preftantem ; and Eraſmus, e Ho... 
| winem ſludio indefatigabili, ac recondit# leerions. Laſtly,vwhom his juſt Epitaph Ri les, 

*Rerum antiquarum indagatorem ſagaciſimum : But the tr uth 15; no man byhis Hiſtory 
can tell his Religion : The Canons of Auguſta praiſe him for thelighche givesto the 
inſtitutions of their Monaſteries; And when he ſpeakes of the Shrines of Berg, 


. ' 
paines $A149 


deepe reading. 


vent and accu- 
BB 

rateſearcher 

of antiquities. 
Reft at p.289. 
gPorro Continents 
tram pauyes te. 
wentibus, altqa- 
bus ea modo 
cauſa queſtius ac 


Jattantie ſim 


mncontinentiam 
14710 att mul 


110 cunmulantt- 
bus, &c.Sigtbe 
Ann.1074-+ 
Refut.p.291+ 

h Jo. autem Pa- 


Yalentiaand Halle, Tam ſare he mentions them with too Popiſh deyotzon;& when of 
Io.Huſſe and leromeof Prage, he taxes them with crimes irreligioſuatis ; Yet this man 
(borne C13. 1466.) when he bur ſpeakes a famous truth of Hildebrand, and the Gep. 
man Clergie, he is become a /ate Goſpelling brother. Still let us have. Brethren that 
care more for their honeſty, than their faction. BED \077 Lp 
Neither yet(to give the Devill his due) doe we thinke 1o ill of thoſe enemies of 
maried chaſtity, that they did purpoſely ena Lawes of unmaried looſenefſe - bur 
that all abominable filthines did follow upen the reſtraint of lawful! remedies,who 
ſees not? Sigebert himſelfe(rheir owne Monk)freely acknowledges it. 10h Haywood 
ourold Epigrammatiſt told Queen Mary,her Clergy was fawcy : if they had not 
Wives they would have Lemans. Where there is not the gift of holy continency, 
how could it be otherwiſe? Where the water is dammed up,& yetthe ſtreame rans 
full.how can it chooſe but riſe over the banks? There is purity therefore our of Wed. 
lack,but not out of Continence. And what needed my:deteQor to travell fo farre gs 
England, for an example of incontinence ina King Henry,orany wite of his, whether 
falſely or truly obje&ted , when hee might have looked neerer the centre of their 


2 ſe cum uxove 
cujuſdam oble- 
Fans a diabolo, 
in terporepercu- 
titur Sigth, Ars 
963- 


The brand of 


Love. 
Brand of Hell. 


Refut p 293+ 


1Beu20 Cardin. 
vita Hildebr, + 


Church,and have found his awne Pope 10hn (in the very time now queſtionedfor 


| this prohibition) > killed by the Deyillin he aft of adulrery with another mans 


wife 2 This end of the Wallet hangs behinde him. 
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| LJ !/debrand(as I learned of Aventine)is as much as Titis amoris, Bur how little he 
differed inname or nature from Hellebrand, Titis infernalts. (as Chemnitins Cals 
him) his Hiſtory ſhewes roe well. And is it poſſible thar any manſhonldriſe upaf- 
ter ſo many hundred yeares, to Canonize Saint Hildebrand, even in that for which he 
condemned himſelfe:My Reader muſt know the man a litrlc from the witneſle of 


living:Others,beſides,tell of his beginnings in wicked Necromancy ,and murderous 
underminings,and tyrannical ſwaying of the Keyes,ere he had them: Benno tels how 
he got them, how he uſed them gotten:He got them by fraud,mony, violence; uſed 
| them with tyranny. There was a knot, 8& a ſiccefſion of Necromancers in thoſedayes. 
| Gerbertus wbich was Sylveſter the ſecond, was the Maſter ofthe Schoole:His chiefe | 
Schollers in the Blacke Art, were Theophila&ws (afterwards changed into Pope Bene- 
at) and Laurentius and Gratianus, Theſe were the Tutors of H:ldebrends younge! 
times,of whom helearned both Magicke and Policie.Itis a world to ſee what work 
theſe Magicians made(likethe ill ſpirits they raiſed)in Church & Commonwealth, 
oppoſing Emperours,ſetting up what Popes they pleaſed, poiſoning whom they dil- 
 lixed-at laſt it came to Hildebrandsturne to take the Chaire: i Towhich purpoſe he ſe- 
paratea firſt the Biſhops from the Cardinals averſe from him:when he had done,he compelled 
them by terrour and force to ſweare unto his part; which doxwey1e was eletied in {pight of the 
Canons,only by Lay-perſons, by Souldiers; he expelled the Cardinals, raſhly excommunicated 
the Emperour,of his owne head without any Canonical accuſation,without ſubſcription of any 
Cardinal, hired a bloody Yillaine to murder the Emperor, conſulted with the Oracle of 1s 
breaden God which becauſe it anſwered nor, hecaſt it imo the fire; he exerciſed moſt horrible 


| cruclties upon mary hangingup men at his pleaſure unconvitied; in a word,quantis bereft 
bus mundam vs arent ? ſaith Bexno in his concluſion, His hereſtes his perjuries, £4 
| ſcarce be deſcribe by many Pens; Clamat tamen altius,&c. But the Chriſtian blood (hedby 


| -% inſligation and command,(faith he) cries yet londer to God, yea,theblood of the C hurch, 
j hich the ſword of his tongue in a miſerable prodition hath ſhed,cries out againſt him; f# | 
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an Author, whom Beatzs Rhenanws gratulates to his Germany, & cals © Enuditiſcimum | þ 


his owne Conclave, his Cardinall Benzo,Arch-prieſt of the Romane Church, then |p 


A 


E 


th . 
—_— — 


he. _—_ 
_ 4-4 ——_—A_______ ——_—— 
A — —— tt _— _ I ———__ A—— wp © > R_—_ Lats, f he ee Rs. At. ot — = = ou 


———— ha EL, 


% 


Lis. HI. 


The Honor of the «M{avied (lergit. 


Al 


_— 


_— 


——_—_— 


which things,the Church did moſt juſtly depart from all communion with him 
who yet(to make amends) * telsus that Hi{debrand upon his deathibe 
theſe lewd courſes,and ſent to the Emperotrr and the Church to cry them mercy: 


confefling (as Sigebert reports)that he had by the perſivaſion of rhe Devill razſeq | Papa Hildebran- 
theſe wicked tumults. 


| in that! Lambertus Schafnaburgenſis (which is cited for the man that magnifies the 


— —— ————— 
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.. Thus Benno, | 
d repented of 


Yet this is the man whom Befarmine will juſtifie by ſeven and twenty Authors 
and C.F.can adde two more to the heape; yea,inthoſe very things for which he con- 
demned himſelfe. ES 

Reader,if oneof hiseyill ſpirits ſhould have ſtepr into Perers chaire,doe ye think 
he could have wanted Procors 2 But how good an account we were like to have of 


ſeven and twenty Authors(ifit would requite the coſtro examine them)appeares, 


miracles of this Gregory)fayes only this one word of him, that he wrought many pto- 
digies. And what prodigies theſe were, Bexxo the Cardinal tels us,thathe raifed De- 
vils familiarly;that he (haked ſparkes of fire our of his ſleeve by his Magick. A tricke 
that wellbeſeemed an Hefbrand,who fer all the world on fire by his wicked im Pe- 
tuoſity.We will not envy Rome this Saint, ler them enjoy him, ler them celebrate 
him,and cry downe Henry the Emperour,andall thatoppoſed him. Still may ſach as 
theſe be the Tutelar godsof that holy Citie;For ns,itis comſort enough to us, that 
our mariages had ſuch a perſecutor. 

That the Churches did hereupon ring of him for Antichriſt, 4wentine is ny Au- 


| thor: Pro concione,gc. 1ntheir Sermons({aith he)they did curſe Hildebrand,chey cryed our 


0n him as a man tranſported with hatred and ambition, ntichriſtum eſſe predicant,7 he 

declared him to'be Antichriſt;They ſaid that under the colourable title of Chriſt, hee did the 
ſervice of Antichrifl;That he ſits in Babylon in the T emple of God,and is advanced above all 
that is called God.So he. And little better 15 that which his ® Schafuabareenſis(fo much 
extolled by C.Z.)recordeth: CAdverſus hoc decretum infremnit tota failio Clericorum, 


k So our Roge- 
114 Ceſtrenſ. l. 7. 


dus laborans in 
EXEC LS, UVOra- 
vit adſe Card 


feſſus eſt ſe ſuſts 


ſchiſma inter Im- 
peraltorem, Cr a- 


nalem quem plus 
dilexerat & con- 


taſſe odium & 


lios Chiiftianos, 
unde d:ſſolvwit 
vireula bangs 
rum, @& ob. 
Refut.p.295 .#ſq; 
ad 306. 

| Lamb.Schof+ 
nab Bif.yerum 
German. 


Refut.p.306- 
#ſq; ad 309. 


Antichriſts nego- 
um agtat. 


m Lamb.Schaf- 
nab.ltb.de Rebss 
| German. 


&c. Againſt this Decree(Gaith he)all the whole faction of Clergy-men fretted and mutined; 


the faſhion of CAneels. 

To which ifI ſhould adde the ſentence of the Synod of Wormes,& that of Bri+ii 
my Reader would eafily ſee,thar ir is not theapplauſe of fome deyoted Pen, that can 
free him from theſe foule imputations of deſerved infamie. | 

Thar untruth then cleared;another belike hangs up6 the ſcore;My refuter charges 
me with falſhood,in ſaying,That Gregory the ſeventh was depoſed by the French and 
German Biſhops .Only the Germans(he faith)were Actors in that Trageare. Burt if notat 
Wormes,yet let him tellme what was done at Brix/a,8& by whom: 9 vamobrem Italie, 
Germanie,Galliz Pontifices,&c. Wherefore(ſaith Aventinus)the Biſhops of Italy, Germa.- 
ny,end Francebe ſeventh of the Kalend's of Inly,met at Brixia in Bavaria, and ſentented 
Hildebrand to have ſpoken and done againſt Chriftian piety,e3c. and condemned him of He- 
reſie, Impietie,Sacriledge,g'c. And that my Refuter may ftinde himſelfe anſwered ar 
once to the laſt of his Cavils,wherein he pleads that this depoſition was not ſo much as 
pretended for the inhibition of theſe mariages bur tor other cauſes,let him ſee the Copy 
of the judgement paſſed againſt him in rhe ſaid Councell;wherein,after the accuſa- 
tion of his Simoniacall climbing into the Chaire(the vice which he pretended moſt to 
perſecute in others)h forcible poſſeſſion, his herefie, his machinations againſl the Empe- | 


| 


| 


ries.lyes marders,by him ſubarned and commenacd, hu ty rany his ſetting of diſcord betwixt 
Brethren, Friends Couſins; It followes; Inter conjugesgiyortia facit z ſuavis homo ſa. 
cerdotes qui uxores habenr legitimos facrificos eſſe pernegat;interim tamen ſcorta« 
rores,adulteros, inceſtuoſosaris admovet,&c.He cauſes divorces betwixt Man & Wife; 
| T he fine man denies thoſe Prieſts,which bave lawfullWivesto be Priefts at all, in the meane 
time he admits to the Altar whore-moneers, adutterers, inceſtuors perſons, ec. Nos ergo. 
We therefore bythe authority of Almighty God, prozeance him depoſed from his Popedome. 
[0 Aventine ſpecifies the Decree;zwhich oy without Commentary,wuhotic in- 
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accuſing him as an Heretik,and a man perverſe epinion,who forgetting the word of Chr iſ 
 whichſaid All men cannotreceive this,d#d by « violent exattion compell men 10 live in 


ror his perwerting of the Lawes both of God and Menus falſe aodrines, ſacriledges,perju- | 


_ force- | 


Refut-$.307- | 


Ref.p.3104311, 
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* Oſwald and 
Ethilwold. 

2 Gul. Malmesb. 
| Ziilegandg ©. 


—— 


* The names of 
the Founders 


of the Church 
of areeſter. In 
{the time of 
King Ethelred 
Ivvas 7orcef! er 
made an Epif- 
copall ſee ; Boſe/ 
was the firſt 
biſhop. Ther7 
was Saint O/= 
wald; 1n whoſe 


forcementanſwwers all the frivolous exceptions of my wordy Adverſary.Soas now. 
coreturne his Epilogue, he hath ſent back my ten pretendedlies,with theunreaſon. 
able and inverted uſury of well-neere anhundred. Paupers eſt numerare. 


| more, than their home hath cauſe ro hate them. Hiscavils of the wondrous contra. 


a. 


SECT» 4K. 


rhe to! 


fgRom foraine parts,I returne at laſt re our owne; ſo I feare hath C. . done long 
ſince;lurking ſome-wherein Englad for no good. Theſe Fugitives love not home! 


diction betwixt my Margin and my Text,are too childiſh to be honoured. with an 
anſwer. My Text was;T he bickerings of our Englifh Clergiewiththeir Dunſtans, about 
this time are memorable. My Margin cites Henry of Huntingdon, affirming Anſclmeto 
be the firſt thar forbad Mariage:Betwixt theſe two,ſaicth my Refuter, was an hun- 
dred yeares difference. I grant it:Bur(had my words been thus)if my DeteQor were 
not diſpoſed toſeek a knot in a Ruſh, he hadeafily noted that in a generall ſuryay of 
all Ages,the phraſe( About rbat time)admits much latitude,Sc will eafily ſtretch with- 
out any ſtraine to one whole Century of yeares.Had the Quotation been as he plea- 
deth,this anſwer were ſafficienr. But my words need no ſuch reconciliation; I ſtand 
to the cenſure,and diſclaime the mercy ofany Reader: For that citation of Anſelme 
hath plainereference to the following words,0ur Hiſtories reftifie how late, how repi- 
aingly our Clergie flooped under this yoke:1t1s for this that my Margin points to Henry 
Huntingdon,and Fabian,reporting Arſelme the firſt man that prohibited theſe mari- 
ages. What contradiction now can his acuteneſle dete& in theſetwo ? The Engliſh 
Clergy had bickerings with their Duzſtans; and ſtooped lateand repiningly to this 
yoke under Anſelme. See,Reader,andadmire the equall Truth and Logick of a Ca- 
tholike Prieſt,and judge how well he beſtoweth his Pages. 


— 


— 


I: 15 true, Dayſtanwas the man who firſt with his other * two Couſins & partners 
in canonization,oppoſed any appendance of the maried Clergy ; Hee wrought it 
with good King E4zar,by dreames,and vifions,and miracles. He,who when theDe- 
vill came torepr him to laſt, * caughthim by the noſe with an hot paire of Tongs,b% 
made him rore our for mercy,ſuppoſed that every Clergy-man had the ſame Irons 
in the fire;8 therefore blew the coales to that goed King of the diſlike of theſe Cle- 
rical mariages;$ with the ſame breath inkindled the zeale of Monkery.The Church 
wherein I am now intereſſed,and wherein Idoe(by the providence of God,andthe 
bounty of my gratious Maſter)ſacceed their Saint 0ſwalds Priors, yeelds me ſuftict- 
ent records hereof;which becaule they are both worthy of publike light,& give 00 
ſmall ghr tothe buſineſſe in hand, I have thought gocd here to inſert. 

* Nomina Fundatoram EccleſieWigornienſis,Tempore Ethelredi Regis, 6—_—0"- 
flitmta eff ſedes Epiſcopalts Wigorn: Boſel Epiſcopms primus —— Septimuſdecimus,s anti ws 
O ſwaldus, tempore cujus Edgarus Rex dedit Mediante vero Beato Oſwaldo, « Cleri- 
cis in Monachos tran ſlata eſt ſedes Pontificalys honoris. | ad 
 Thenfollowes the Charterof King Edgar founding the Monkes with this Title, 
Carta Regus Eadgari,de Olwaldeſlaw. , NEED 
A nant Dei largiflua Clementia,qui eſt Rex Regnum & Dominuys Dommaniinn.” 


time King Eq- 
gar gave,&c, 
[And by the me- 
diation ofSaiat 
Ofwald was 

| this Cathedrall 
Church tran(- 
lated fr6 marri- 
ed Clerks unto 
Monks, 


Ego Eadgarus Anglorum Baſilens emnium Regum inſularnm Oceani que Britannen 
circumjacent eanftorumq, Natiouum que infra eam includuntur, Imperator & Dom, 
gratias ago ipſs Deo omnipotenti Regi meo,qui menm Imperium fic ampliavit, & exalta-. 
Vit ſuper Regnum PAIN MOU mo— - NE 
Luapropter & ego Chriſti gloriam & laudem in reon0 meo exaltare, & ej ſervitium 
amplificare dewotus diſpoſut,& per meos fideles fautores Dunſtanum, videlicet, Archic- 


piſcopum, & Athelwaldum ao Olwaldum Eprſcopos,quos mihi Patres ſpiritnales, &7 con- 


—y 


pH — 


FS: 


. a 5 
fir |_| 


B 


A| ſiliarios elegi, magna ex parte ſecundum quod difpoſut \ perfeci. 


| 


$411 authoritate confirmo,ef conſulio, & aftipulatione Principum & 


| willers Duzſtan Archbiſhop, Athelwoldand Oſwald Biſhops, (whom I have choſen 


| 
Et ipfis ſupradits met cooperatoribus ſtrenue annitemibas,iam x L & V1 I.Monaſteria 
cam Monachis & Santtimonialibus conſtitai; & fi Chriſtus vitam mihi tam din concefſs.. 
rit, ts , ad quinquageſimum remiſcionts aumerum mee dever £ Deo munificentie oblatignem 
protenatre arcrevi. Y nde nunc in preſenti Monaſterium,quodpreditiua reverendus Bpil.. 
cops Olwaldus in ſede E piſcopali Wereceaftre, tn honorem SantF# Dei genetricis Mariz | 
amplificavit,e eliminats Clericorum nenits,& ſpurcs laſcivits, religioſis Dei ſerwis Mo. 
nachs,weo conſenſu & ſavore ſuffaltis locavit, Ego ipſis Monaſtice religions viris Re- 
| Optimatnm meorum 
corrobors,e conſigno, itant jam amplins non ſit fas, neq, jus Clericis reclamandli quicquam 
inde,quippe qui magis elegerunt cum ſni ordinis periculo, && Eccleſpaftici beneficui difpendis 
ſuu nxoribus aqherere, quam Deo cafte & canonice ſervire. Et ideo cuntta que illi de Ec- 


immobilia, ipfis Det ſervis Monachss ab hac die perpetualiter Regie munificentie jurede- 
znceps pofldenaa trado,er conſigno ita firmiter, ut nulli Principum, nec etiam ulli Epiſcopo 
ſuccedenti fas (it amt licitum quicquam inde ſubtrabere,aut pervadere,ant ab eoruns poreſta. 
te ſurripere, & in Clericorum jus tterum tragucere, quamain fides Chriſtiana in Anzlia 
perdaraverit. Sed & dimidium Centuriatum, ec. 
Inthe end dated thus, FaFa ſunt hec An,Dominice Nativitats D.CCCC.LXI1111. 
Inaittione V 11 1.Regni Eadgari Anglorum Regic,5.in Regia urbe que ab incolis Glouceaſtre 
nom:natur, in Natale Domini. Ta Engliſh thus. 
BY the bountifull mercy of Almighty God, which 1s King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords,I Eazar King of England;and of all rhe Kings of the Ilands of the Ocean 
lying about Br:ttaine,and of all the Nations that are included within it, Emperor and 
Lord:;doe give thankes to Almighty God my King,which hathinlarged my Empire, 
and exalted it above the Kingdome of my Fathers. —— 
Wherefore I alſo having devoted my ſelfe to exalt the glory and praiſe of Chriſt 
in my Kingdome,and to enlarge his ſervice, have intended,& by my faichfull Wel- 


for my ſpirituall Fathers,and Counſellors) I have for the greateſt part already per- 
formed what I intended,8&c. —— 0 

And by the diligent indevours ofmy fore-faid Helpers, I have now conſticuted 
and made ſeven and forty Monaſteries with Monkes and Nunnes;and if Chriſt ſhall 
give me tolive ſo long,I have decreed todraw forth the Oblation of this my devour 
Munificence unto God.to the full number of fifty, which is the numberof my remil- 
ſion. * Whezreupon,novw for the preſent, I doe by my Royall Authority confirme to 
perſons of Monaſticall Religion,and by the conſent andaſtipulation of my Princes 
and Peeres.doe eſtabliſhand conſigne to them, that Monaſtery which the fore-ſaid 
reverend Biſhop 0ſwald,(to the honour of the bleſſed Mother of God)hath amplifi- 
ed inthe Epiſcopall See of Wereceaſtre,and expelling the wanton and filthy lacivi- 
ouſneſſe of Clerkes,hath,by my conſent and favonr, beſtowed it upon the religious 
ſervants of God,the Monks; fo as from henceforth it ſhall nor be lawfull for the ſaid 
Clerkes ro challenge any thing therein,as thoſe which have rather choſen(with rhe 
danger of their Order,and the lofſe of their Eccleſiaſtical * Benetice) to ſtick unto 
their wives then chaſtely and canonically tro ſerve God. And therefore all that ever 
they poſſeſſed of the ſaid Church, whether Eccleſiaſticall or Secular, moveable, or 
anmoveable,rogether with the Church it ſelfe, I doe from thisday forward forever, 
give and conſigne to the ſaid Monkes, to bee poſſeſſed of them in the right of my 
Royall Manificence; fo firmely,rthat ir ſhall not be lawfull torany Prince or any Bi- 
ſhop ſucceeding to ſubſtra& onght from them,or ro withdraw any of the premiſſes 
from their power,and ro deliver it back againeto the right and poſſeſſion of Clerks, 
ſo leng as the Chriſtian Faith ſhall remaine in England,&C. ——— 


| England. in the Royal!l City, which by the Inhabitants 18 named Gloxceaftre, in the 


cleſia poſſederant cum ipſa Eccleſia ſive Eccleſraftica, ſive Secularia, tam mobilia, quam 
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Faita ſunt bec,&rc. Theſe things were done in the yeare of Chriſts Nativity, | 
D.CCCCLX1111.Indictionyv 111 1. Inthe fixt yeare of the Raigne of Edgar King of 


| 


® $0 as 1t ap= 
peares,this 
number was ſct 
to King Edgay 
by Dunſtan tor 
his penance, 


* That is, thcir 
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Feaſt of the Nativity of our Lord,Sc. — 
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That Dunſtan did this,none ever doubted;but withallit is conſiderable, who him- A 
ſelfe was;an Abbot;and therefore partiall to the Cloyſters; and who pur him into | 
this Commiſſion;Pope 1b» the thirteenth : a Monſter of men, yea, of Popes; one | 
who (as was articled againſt him in a generall Councell)had committed Inceſt with 
two of his owne fiſters, who called to the Devill for his help at Dice,who defloured| 
| Virgins, wholay with Szephana his Fathers Concubine, who dranke to the Deyi1}. 
beſides many other horrible criminations; A man fit to ſer a Saint on worke againſt 
lewfull Mariages.And thirdly, what the ſtate of the Times were, wherein libertie 
was degenerate into ſtrange licentiouſneſſe;Even change of Wives (if wee may be- 
leeve Hiſtories)was thenno wonder;For the correing whereof,the Refoz mers(ac= 
| cording to the Philoſophers advice) laboured towardsthe other extreamezas thoſe | 
which to ſtraighten a ſticke,bowir as much the contrary way. And laſtly,how far 
this a& and endeayour extended:for Dnnftan ſought not tothruſt maried men our 
* Eapulit nab; of the Clergy,but to thruſt*maried Clergy-men out of the .Cathedrall Churches, | 
| Prechyterosju | Which required a quotidian artendance,which is eyident both by the ſentence of 
preg pew! Dunſtan(CAut Canonice vivendum,aut ab Eccleſia extunaum either that they muſt live 
Nom the ::ca- | Canonically,or get out of the Church;that 1s, Ex Eccleſiis majoribus, as Hiſtorians 
cer Churches. | relate it; And by the ſentence ofthe Rood for D«nſtar: Matarety non beve:How much 
| diff-rence there was in theſe two,appeares in the Decree of Biſhop Lanfrarc, As. 
ſelm's Predeceſſor,which tolerating maried Seculars, drives dire&tly againſt maried 
Canons.Little needed my Refuter then(burrhar he muſt have ſomething to fay)to 
2f.p.32r. | fall upon our right Reverend andlearned Biſhop of Hereford (Whoſe worthy labours 
have juſtly indeared him to all Poſterity) for that true compariſon he makes be- 
twixt theſe three Saints of theirs,and .Anſelme: They by aftion, hee by Synodicall 
Decree perſecuted the Clergy : They bent their endeavours againſt Cathedrall 

Clerkes,he againſt Prieſts, Their proje& was particular, his univerfall. | 
Thar a peremptory ſent&ce paſſed generally againſt the mariage of Eccleſiaſtiques 
in a publique Synod under Durftan,he refers ns to Binizs, which at randome talkes 
of Concilium Anglicanum:without all particulars of place,or perſons, and refers us to 
S9rins.as if he had bidden us aſke his Fellow if hee lye : Why did hee nor ſend us to 
Father Parſons,or his Gabriel Grfford ? Sure,it was in ſome obſcure hole of the Peake, j 
or ſome blinde Dormitorie of a Coyent; neither can we ſay of it with the Apoſtle, 
Theſe things were not done ina Corner; The Canons, whereto the fore-alledged 
Charter,and the ſentence of Dunſtan have reference, were no other than Romiſh, 
which theſe Monkiſh Prelates had perſwaded King Edgar to receive, and in part to 
urge upon his maried prebendaries. The ſuccefſe of his Synod at Reading, or Win- 
cheſter he knowes well enough: Andis he aſhamed of the miraculous ſentence of his 
Holy-Rood (which 1orzalenſis reports) who there openly ſpake for the Monkes #- 
gainſt the Clergy? Abſit at hoc fiat;that he paſſes over to that of Calre,where the fal-| 
ing of anover-charged floore,cruſhed the Mariage of Clergy-men.Idle Monks who | 
for their owne turne ſer ſach a ſuperſtitious glofle upon thar accident , which (as | 
*Aenry Huntingdon more probably interprets it) was S1gn# excelſi Dei,quod proattione | 
& imterfeaione Regis ſui ab amore Deicaſuri eſſent,& a diverſis gentibus digna contritione | 
conterenai : A ſigne from the High God, that by their Treaſon and Murder of their King | 
(who was flainc inthe yeare after)they ſhould fall fromthe favour of God,and be worthi- | 
ly cruſhed by other Nations. Thus he. Such was the event; For the conſtruction of it the 
Reader may chuſe,whether he wil beleeve an Archdeacon of H4 untingdon,ora Monk 
of Malmesbury, Y wistheſe rotten joyſts are foundation enough wherean to build 

the prohibition of our Mariages. 
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Nder theſe late Romiſh Saints, Du»ſta» and Anſelme,T might ſafely ſay,our Eng: 
1 Y liſh Clergy fonnd the firſt machinations againſt their Mariage,8 at laſt ſtooped 

perforce to this yoke of conſtrained continencie. Neither doth my wit or my " 
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A | faile'me in this colleion, If theſe were the men that made the firſt oppoſition to the mariage | 
| | of Clergymen in England,then it formerly obtained bere without comradidtion. The bare | 
word of my Refater, is a hot-ſhot to batter this neceſſary illarion, and roaffure'the 8 
Reader that the forced Celibare of the Engliſh Clergy 1s of greater Antiquity than | by 
theſe his Saints; To w** he addes(in an ignorit begging of the queſto) A#hine ſo fil- F 
thy after « ſolemne vow ro God, to take awife;, as it never appeared without the brand of n- | 82 
famy.As if our predeceſſors in the Engliſh Clergy had been eyer charged with a vow; | SEE 
| As 1f the folemniry of this vow had never had beginning? Chimencall fancies fit for | | | 11 2 
a ſhorn head. 4 When as his Maſter Harding could not produce ſo much as a probabj- | 4 0. Marine | _— 
litie of any vow anciently required, or undertaken; whether by beck,or Dieu gard, a, Pave -raye | 1" 
When as the ancient Saxez Pontificall makes not the leaſt mention of ay ſuch pro- | chic VomNo 7 ; 
q B { feſſion;yea, when Girardus {who was the ſecond Biſhop of Tork after the conqueſt) | 5b proote | 


| 
- A As LEY th. ; \. ads .: | con be brought, 11 4 4 
| writes flatly to 4nſeime concerning his owne Canohs, Prefeſſrones vero mihi penitms | uh ralldng 113 vp 


Jon” 
A 


abnegant Canonici,eye My Canons(faith he)utrerly deny to give me profeſſion of rontinen. puree mak 
cy, which without this profeſf1on have beene diſorderly advanced to holy Orders; Cumwerg prorinbdpe 1 | 
| ad ordines aliqus invito, dura ſervice renituntun, ne in ordinando caſtitatem profiteantur, | pef.of Pr.Mert. i 
And when 1 dve invite any to take Orders,they doe reſiſt me very flubbornly , that they will | 1 23% | F 
make no profeſſion of Chaſtity in their Ordination. Thus he.Shewing us plaialy that the 
| Clergy in thoſe times challenged no other thi the liberty of their Predeceflors.Bur | 
wel may he face us down in this more obſcure(though certaine)truth, when he dares | vol 
to ſay that Greece never tolerated this eſtate in their Clergie, till by bad life it fel} 
| | to Schiſme,and from Schiſme to open Hereſie; whiles their owne Canon Law (be- | 
C | fides all Hiſtories)give him the lye z and what * Eſpencers hath mgenuouſly ſpoken | * Latinoun ne- 
concerning this point,we have formerly ſhewed: If he did not preſume upon Rea- ES | 
dersthat never ſaw Books, he darſt not be thus impudent. E20 *-" Thin ors | 
This argument therefore ſhall ever ſtand good,and ſhal ſcornfully trample upon | erwres,authere. 
all his vaine cavills ; Ethelwold was the firſt, which bythe command of King Edgar | CES v4 
expelled maried Priefts, out of © the'old ereftion of Wincheſter; {Anno 963. Dwun- | ts uſu jetenio-| (| 
auand 0 ſwald rogether with him were themen;who{(two yeares after)firſt expel- _ '=.qprrary | " 
led maried Clergie-menour of the greater Houſes of Merceland; 1177.1n the dayes Jaoiges. Thy. | 
of King Henry the Second, the ſecularPrebendaries of Waltham, were firſt turned | Sas 

out,to give way to their Irregulars; therefore untill cheſe rimes, theſe places were |, eh; 
interrupted[y poſſefſed by maried Cftrgie-men. If now he ſhal excepr;thar this poſe | wmeravorir, 

D | ſeſfien of theirs was.not of long continuance, bur upon uſurparis; whereby the ma- | rs ares, nog j 
ried Incumbents had injuriouſly incroached upon the right of Monks;our Monks of | 127+ is ege-| 4 
Worceſter ſhall herein fully convince him;who write under ther Oſwaldus Archiepiſ= ritEſpoſLs. | 
cops: Per me fandatrs fuit ex clerics monachatus, That 1s, By me were Mopks firſt foun= |, - Sos pee 7 

| | dedout of Clerks;:Which wasalfothe faſhion of all other etectionsof rhis naturezſo as & Monachnsa-| 
ir is manifeſt, that originally theſe Churches were founded in maried Clergie-men; |. is w 
| | afterwards wrongfully tranſlated, frs them to Monks; And if the firſt pofſeſſorshad | ve x 4ga xe | 1 
| been: Monks, how could Monks have beene there firſt founded by Oſwald, when as | rw Gay 2 | 
| | Ethelredhad long before both founded, and furniſhed ir?and how out of Clerkes,if | 33, arabi.t 1 


{ | Monkshadbeen there before ? Let my Refuter ſhew me buta Vetſe of equall anti- ſhopof Yorke. | 
bo . ,:@; . . . % tr {erlcats Fn: 4 | 
quity 1n a contrary rune, ; 
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EIS I ; | Monachos tran- 

F Per me fundet is fait ex Monacbis Clericatus. | prac Bae. - | f 
' | AndIyeeld him my argument:Otherwiſeler the world judge,if he be not ſhame- Hy « hon. vid. il 3 
lefly oþſtinate in not yeelding. | | 


NO - ; 


SECT. NIL. | 


NNN 


Ur to ſtrike it dead, my adverfarie will prove the Engliſh Clergie ever 19 havebeene a _— | | 


continent Reader.looknow for Demonſtrations;His firſt proofe 1s, 7 has in all the | on fe- | 

\ | purſuit of this buſiveſſe, we never redduf any that dia ſtand npon the former cuftome of the | #un,Gc. | 

| | Church A properargument 4b awhoritate negative. And whar other arguments doth 

my Dete&or find uſed by the the oC" LR >? Hiſtories record __ not; | 
Fang ABT IL ERIE PW. £92 ee Be i | | 43 © * "2, ANGIETONS 
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therefore doubtles they ſaid nothing for theſelves; and if they urged other profes, | 
 whichare not now deſcended to usby any relatign, why nor this for one? Who Nik bak 
buthiſſe our filly ſophiſtry?But roſtop thaticlamorous month in this. paore 


al FE cavil. 
u Gul.almeſ: | goth not his owne * Monke of Malmesbury tell him,that the Clergie urged tk yy 


ae geſt. Arg. (.2. | | 
co 5e\ farthemſelves, Ingens efſe & miſerabile dederus, ut nou advena weteres celonos migy gr, 


| compelleret,&rc.T hat it was a great and miſerable ſhamethat theſe upſtarts the Monks lauld 
thrſt out the anvient poſſeſſors of thoſe places; that this was neither pleaſing to God, 'y hich 
| had given them that long-continued habitation, nor yet to any goed man, who Pehs juſtly 
feave the ſame hard meaſure which was offered to them h Thus they, whoſe plea and com. 
plaint ſeemed fo juſt,that Alſfgina the Queene, Prince Alfere, and others of the No- 
bility, overthrew many of thoſe new-founded Monaſteries, and re-inſtalled the 
| 3 Prieſtsin their former right. _ os : gs 
Refarp 925 His next proofe is fromthe Letcers of Pope Gregory,which he wrote to Auſtin the 
Monke here in England. Riſum texeats?Did everany man doubr,but that Pope Gre. 
gory was deſirous to eſtaÞliſh Romiſh Laws,and orders,amongſt the Engliſh. Where 
yethis Legare found many as good Chriſtians as himſelte under another rule, con. 
forme tothe Greek Church?Bur how followes this? T his Pope was willing to inro- 
manize the Engliſh; therefore the ſtaffe ſtands in the corner ; Andyer evenPo 
cad | Gregory allowed mariage to thoſe of the * Engliſh Clergie, which were not within | 
14e/t:2.4u. | rhe higher Orders; appointing them to receive their wy Her apart; a favour which 
he ſaw neceſſarily to be yeelded to our Nation, whiles he abridged others. 
Refi. p39. From Gregory,he deſcends to Beda,a man doubtles venerable for his learning and 
= = '=* | yertue; bur(as it is in his Epitaph)Aonachorum nobile ſyaus. Whether a nejghbour ar 
leaſt to 7taly,by þirth(as they contend) Iamfare a Diſciple af Abbot Benedi®?, and o 
great a fautor of the Roman fattion, that hecenſuresS. Aidavmwand Colmanna, for 
| adhering to thoſe Greek forms, which the Churchesof this Iland had anciently fol- 
lowed;whoſe part /oexnes. Major juſtly rakes againſt him-This Bedain a general ſpe- 
culation ſpeakes his conceitof the voluntary, continency which he holds requiſite in 
the Prieſthood;faies nothing of the particylarcaſtome of rhe Engliſh Clergy:xather 
in divers paſſages inſinuating the contrary... Amongſt the reſt,he tels us that in the | 
y Bed Eceleſs | 1 Synod holden by Archbiſhop Theoderus,andather Biſhops(at Hereford)inthe third 
bift.dng.4. | yeare of King Egfride,(which was about 4,453,673.) theirtenh and laſt Canon was! 
pro conjugits, ut nulli liceat niſi legitimum kabexe.canunbium:;For Mariages, That x8 may 
ſhould marry unlawfally,vo man ſhould commit inceft,no man ſhould leave his owne Wife u- 
leſſe(5 the Goſpell teacheth)for fornication ozely,gs. I know my Refuter will plead the 
univerſality ofthis Canon,and wil contend,that a law generally, made for all Chriſti- 
ans,is not without injury reſtrained to Eccleſiaſtiques; Byt let my Reader well con- 
{1der both the Prologue and Epilogue of that Synod, he ſhall ſee, that they who are 
required to keep theſe Laws,are Conſacerdates ompes; and that whoſoever ſhall vio- | 
{ lace them, Noverit ſe ab omni officio Sacerdotali gf noſtra ſecietateſeparatuw; Muſt know 
hin;ſelfe ſeparate from all ſacerdotall office and ſociety, ſo 461t will neceſſarily follow, that 
this Law atd(at leaſt concerne the Clergie with 6thers though wot 4part; Neither is there 
any other of thoſe Canons,which concernes not the Clergie onely;except the finſt, 
concerning the obſeryation of Eaſter , which principally alſo,belonged. to them. 
FORT Whereto it makes not a little, that inthe Book of Sax9x-Canops ſer our for the go- 
CY ok verning of the ſecular Prieſts,theryle is, Let chers alſp dos heir ipdewour., that they bid | 
forlacke of | 1th perpetual diligence their chaftity,in anwnſpotted body, or elſe let than be coupled with 
| ms rat the bond of one Matrimony,Words,wherein our Clergie meant to regulate themſelves 
der thallfinde | (4 It feemes)by the holy preſcripr of 1/;dore, whereof wehave ſpoken. Laſtly,my Ad- 
them cred in verfary cannot deny,that this Synod gives order for many accidentall matters, CON- 
| xg pA foſ cerning the Clergie,for their fixed ſtation,for their maintenance,&c. bur except i 
Pr.atir. | Ebis Canon,there is no one word of their ſtare of life;netther isrhere in all thoſt Ca- 
= nons,one ſyllable of this pretended Celibate,as that,which the corrary receaved ct: 
| {tomeofour Church would never have endured; my Refurer dares not ſay that theſe 
| Marlages were ſo quite out of uſe, that it was needles toordaine ought againſt the; | 


he knows that his D#nfan found here this courſe ſo invererate,that the yery age 40d 1 
deep rooting of it hindred his deſignes. = " "SECT+! -.| 
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L 13. I The Honowr of the «Maried (tergie. 


| [Rom Beds he comes downe to his three premiſed Saints, Dunſtan, Oſwald and 

| thelwold, and,to make ſure worke.cites an obſcure * Scholler of Zthawold, for an | . rulftan.in'vita | 
| Ethelwoldi. 
| Mariages. And laitly,he makes up the mouth of his diſcourſe withthe full Decree of 
| Archbiſhop A#ſclwe Richard inthe Synod of Loydon: and why not King Henrics fix 


| becauſe his heart told him,how light theſe proofes were, he layes inthe ſcales with 


| idly hath my Refurer miſlajd thecompariſon betwixt Henry of Huntingdon, and Fa- 


Sx CT.XEG, 


, 


authentique Witneſſe againſt eight honeſt Prieſts, andthe lawfulneſfe of all Prieſts 


Articles?and why not the Councell of Trew?? Sic concluſum. eſt contra hereticos; Now, 


them certaine graye pongerations, which all put together, 'will prove almioſt as 
waighty as the Feather he wrote wirhall. : | 
he firſt is, That there cannot be a greater national py oofe Fhen re have the Biſbops, and 
py King, and bis Nobilizie to define, and deliver this poing mith ioyut conſent. Take this, 
Reader,of King Edward the fixt,and his Parliamenc,and convocation,andall is well. | 
King Edgars Utopicall decree was hatcht ina Monks Cowle. and tohis two King 
Henries,he might have added Philip and'Mary,And why mightnot we oppoſe King 
Edmund to Edgar & Oſulphw his Biſhop to DurftantAnd the Clergic before Anſelme 
to the Clergie after him? This match were made with ſome indifferencie: But how 


6141 On our part,and all the Clergy and Laity of theirs? Since thoſe two Authors(if 


E= | Refut-p.323. 


þ-329,33023 31. 


we had no.more) reportonly defa&o, that Prieſts mariages were not before for- | 
bidden;and the cited Clergie and Laity do now thus late-ward diſcufle de jure;Nei- | 


| therhave the Clergy and Laity by himalledged, ever contradicted that which 4un- 


tingaop and Fabian haye out of the courſe of all Story affirmed; Unto which,let me 
adde ® Polydore Y irgil,ſeconding this their affertion,who plainly rels us, that for 970. 
yeares,the reſtraint of mariage wasneyer in uſe amongſt the Engliſh Clergie.Scarch 


' 


Refut-p.3 32, 


a Pohd.H1R. 
Anrg.l.6. Anno 


not for this;Reader,in the later editions,leſt thou complaine of loſt labour : Poore 
Polydere may cry out of his grave with that other Felydore in Yirgil: F as omne abrum- 


any one author of equall authority toany of theſe, which doth gyouch thecontrary 


pit,Polydorum obtruncat. Let him then (ro anſwer this yaine challenge) prgduce bur | 


to that which theſe three have thus confidently delivered, and I ſhall confefſe my 


ours: Whereto if he yeild not,lethimname the man,before his D»pflan,that ever in 
this Ile opened his mouth againſt ir; Til then,the Reader cannot but fee,that wher. 


| as our Proofe is,Ex ore duorum,aut irigm, his (ide is mute,that for our Something, he 


| can ſhew Nothing at all ; 'and thatour Huntingdon; Fabiav, and Polydore, are better 
' then C.E.and his man in the Moone, 


| | | SECTAIIHI. 


H Is ſecond Ponderation of the ſan7ity of the perſons,is no truer avorr-de-pors.That 
LB. Dunſtan was an holy man,we may eaſily grant;bur raten frotathe Covent of 
Glaſtenbury. Neither would rhe Nobility of his time be fo liberall as to yeeld this; 
who accuſed him to theKing, de libidinibes & preſtigis ; for (rwo remarkable quali- 
| riesin his Saintſhip)lechery & ſorcery,whereupo he was caſt our fro the Courr;S that 
he was receivedagaine, hemight thatke the Kings hofſe,whoſe ſudden ſtop on.the 
verge of a ſteep down-fall, reſtored Dunſtanto the goodopinion of the ſuperſtitious 
| Prince;who yet was fo far from being guilty of this deliverance, tharhe did not fo 
much as know of the danger:an acquitall at leaſt as cauſleſſe as the accuſation. 
| Thar Biſhop Anſelme was devour andleamned,we willingly grant,bur withal agT- 


Pn NS 
et 


to his ownwill;and how refractary'to authoricy, I had rather Hiſtories ſhould (peak 


thay my ſe}f,Neitheris it any wonderifboth theſe Prelates(how holy foever mn 


A 


ſelfe herein ſufficiently anſwered; Inthe meane time, lethim,and the world know, | 
that all the ancient Cler$ie,and Lairy of this Iland, was for this liberty, altogether 


970. De Zuver 
torih.l.5. 


Refut pe 335. | 
ToKing Athyl- | 
ſtan,vho firſt 

brought him 

from his Cell. 
* The Clergy . 
of Exgland did 
lo well approve 
theſe Monkify 
Archbiſhops, 
that after 4y. | 
ſelme,and R8- 


ralian.& take from a Norman * Covyent;he was holy,but how imperuoully add ied 


wo ! 


dulph,the Bi- 
ſhops of the 
Land became | 
Suiters to the | 
King, that they 
might never | 
have any Arch- 
biſhop uf Cap- 
terb.choſen © * 
from the Mon- 


1123. 


kiſh profeſſion} 
Sax.Cbion Alm, | 
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red ſomewhat too ſtrong of the Cloifters,8 of Rome.Something muſt be yeelded to 


—__ AW. 


Refittep 333. 


—_—. 


| fuſe of their Order,it is but the {currilous ſeammy blurre of an intemperate pen:whar 


t Seella cad cle. 
7, ſplendo; 1MAT = 
cet Nicolai: Stel- | 
la 6adens clert, 


times and places;wee willnot thinke but a well-meant zeale caried them into theſe. 
reſolutios;buta zeale miſguided with the iIway of the times. The name of Sainrs the 
truth of their ſanity did not priviledge them fromerrors; wee k how tow to fever 
their chaffe from their whear,and roſend one of themrso the winds,the otherto the 
granary, As forthe maried Clergie, That they "were ever accounted the fcumme ard re. 


was Spiridion? what was Hilary? whar were both Gregories? what was Sidonive ? whar 
was Tertullian, Proſper, Simplicins, Eupſychius? In a word, what were all thoſe whom 
his Damaſ+s recounteth?what was the father of the Archdeacon of Humingden whs 
within two leayes he recordeth(from his Epitaphtor*theſtar of the Clergy. This 
ſcum is better than their broth: which thotgh'itſend-forth a tume;ſeemingly deli. 
cious, yet many times beingneerer taſted, proveti-bur cock-crowne potrape: Theſe 


, 


ſplendeat arce 
Dez Hunting d.7. 


u Hen Hun- 
tingd.eatt. Sau 
$378» 

| | 


Saints he ignorantly ballanceth again with our Huntingdon and Fabian, 'as if theft 
preſent decree did contradid the hiſtory of things paſſed; as if we had no more hi- 
ſtories on our ſide, becauſe my margincited them nor.In the mean'timehe finds this 
teſtimony of Huntingdon ſo too much, that he would faine ſtrip us of it;denying per- 
emptorily that Hunt:»gdon affirmes Anſelme to be the firſt that forbad mariage ro 
the Clergy.Reader,in ſtead of all other p6derations weigh the words, *. Zodem anng 
ad feſtii $.Michaels remit Anſelmmns Archiepiſcopms Concilium,apud Londonii, in quo pro- 
hibuit uxores ſacerdotibus Anglori,antea non prohibitas 1. The ſame yeare,onthe Feaſt of s. 
Michael, Archbiſhop Anſelme held a Syned at London, wharein he forbad 'wives tothe 
Prieſls of England,before not forbiaden;andtell me whether my DeteQorbe rrne. 

The words are too plaine; he will wrangle yet with the ſenſe, andels us that the 


———... 


| 
| Refi $1343; 


| 
| 


| Vid ſupra, 


Refut-f-333- 


{cenſures and conceitsthat paſſed upon this Att;asan abſolute & unheard-ofnoyel ty, 


word. 5efere,may fignifie,perha Ps, Immediately before.in the Taign of the Williams,and 
not all ſucceſſions of times. It were well if he'tould eſcape {6: Bur this ſtarting hole 

will not hide him.For (not to ſend him to $dhoole to learne the difference betwixt | 
Antea and Dudum,or Pridem)The fame Author,in the following words;ſhews vs the | 


like as in German»,the Hiſtoriansbrand this ſame a&t in Hildebrand, witha ove exem- 
plo,and inconſideratoprejudisis. And for the times preceding, Polydore Firgil gives the 
very ſame witneſſe,Neither let him fly for ſticcour to his Dunftan,who never canbe 
proved to have prohibited the mariage of Prieſts,though he diſliked thar Monafte- 


ries and Cathedrall Churches ſhould be poſſeſſed by maried Clerks. © D 


tC 


Laſtly where the teſtimony is diſpleafing,the witneſſe himſelf muſt be diſgraced. 
Curioſity led my DeteCtof to ſearch who this H.Huntingdon might be, with one in- 
quiry he might find him to be a Canon Regulat of 4»ftins Order,and for dignity an 
Archdeac6;a perſon paſt exceptis: But for hisparentage,he went no furcher then to 
the next Leafe,to find that he was the ſon of a noted, and, in thoſe dayes, eminent 
Clergy-man: HisEpitaph at Linco/neſhews him to have been the ſtar of the Clergy; 
no whit dimmed in his acknowledged light,or hindered inhis inflaence,by his con- 
[junction in lawfull wedlocke : What berter inſtance could my Refurer have given 
again(t himſe:fe?If he thinke to infinuate that his birth made him partiall;The Rea- 
der will eafily confider,that if ſuch Parentage had beene'then accounted ſhamefull, 
|the Hiſtorian would have had the witto have ſuppreſſed ir;and wirhall that he durſt 
\not, writing in the times when this thing was ſo familiatly and univerſally known, 

have offered ſuch a Propoſition to the lighr, our of a vaine partiality, to 1ncurre the 
controlment of all eyes. Av 


Pry” 


Oe —— 4. 1 


| SECT. XV. 


S for our Fabian.ifC.E.find him a Merchant, Ifind him to haye been Sheriffe of 
the Honourable City of Londen ; A man whoſe credit would {corne tobe pol- 
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S__ 


ſed with an hundred nameleſſe Fugitives, paraſitical petty-chapmen of rhe late ſmal- | 


l 


| wares of Reme. Neither can the name ofa Cirizen diſparage him to any wiſe jucge 
[ow 
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A 


Do | 
| How many have our times yeelded of that rank;whom both Academicall educatis; 
and experience,and travell,and ſtudy have wrought to an eminent perfeRion in all 
Arts, eſpecially in mathematikes,and Hiſtory !Such was Fabian,whoſe fidelity (be- 
fides his other worths)was never(thatT find)taxed but by this inſoltc Pen thar hath 
learned to forþeare no man; He was too old for us to bribe, and too credible for c. 
Eto diſgrace. If he would haye lent Rome but this one lye, no man hadbeene more 
authenricall;now his truch makes him fabulous Fabia», That one fault hath marred 
our Archdeacon of Hamiveden allo, A EIN ve Fo ofa Fn ned 
The Story which he tells of the Cardinal of Crema the Popes Legate,taken in bed 
(after his bulie indevours againſt the maried Clergie) the ſame day with an Harlor, 
hatch undone his reputation. Why will C.z.ſtirre this ſinke? No man proyok«cd him: 
If he didnor long to blazon the ſhame of his friends, he had rather ſmothered this 
foule occurrence, bur ance he will be medling, Res apertiſſ*ma negari now potnit,, celari | 
nom debit faith Huntingdon, The thing was moſt openly knowne, it could not be denied, it 
| might not beconcealed.Yet now comesan Upftart-Novice, and dares tell us from $4- 
 ronizs,that this was a meere Fable; how publike and notorious ſoever Huntingdox 
| makes it:with theſe men this rule is univerſal, whatſoever may tendro the diſhonor 
of the Church of Reme,is falſe and fabulous. 
Indeed, I remember what their Gloſle ſaid of old, * Cleric ampleftens mulicrem, 
preſumitur bene agere, ſi ergo Clericus amplefiitur mulicrem , inerpretabitur quod cauſa 


benedicendi cam hoc faciat : That is, A Clergy man imbracing a Woman muſt be preſumed 
to do well ;, If therefore a Clerke take a Woman by the middle, it muſt be interpreted that he 
doth it to give her his bleſſing. * Perhaps, the good Legate was bur beſtowing his 
ghoſtly. bleſſing on ſo needful a ſubjeQ;burt thathe wasfound in bed with her, if C.#: 
| were not as (hameles as that Cardinal,or his bed-fellow,he durſt not deny;For what 
impudency 15 this,to caſt this relation only ups H.Huntizgdon, whe ſo many uncon- 
trolable Pens have reeorded it to the world?Men of their own ſtamp, for Religion, 
for Devotion. Matthew Paris, Ranulfus Ceftrenſis, Roger Hoveaen,P olydore Fireil, Fabi- 
an, Matthews Weſtmonaſterienſis, otherwile called Florilegws, Diiius Joannes, qui in 
Concilio,cc.laith he,T he ſaid John which inthe open Conncel hadgrievonſly condemned all 
the) Concubinary Priefls was taken himſelfe 1n the ſame crime. Now let my Reader 
judge, whether this Prieſts Truth,or that Cardinals honeſty were greater. 


| 


| 


—— wr __ 


| SECT. XVI, 


— 


fg. third Ponderation 15 the ſame with the firſt;Every thing eekes.His S. Dunſtan 
and Anſelme, Gregory and Bedaare againe laidin our dith ; wee cannot feed on 
theſe over-oft-ſod Coleworts.I am challenged here to produce any Prieſt or Deacs 
that lived ith Wedlocke before the times of Dunſtan , The man preſumes uponthe 
ſuppreffion of Records. For one,I name him hundreds.Who were they that Duzftus 
and his fellow Saints.found ſeated in the Cathedrall Churches of this Land?Whom 
did they cje&t > Were they not maried Prieſts? Whar did the ejefted Clergy plead 
bur ancient poſſeſſion? After that, in the Synod which Archbiſhop Lavfrarck held 
at Winchefter (which I wonder my Derefor would over-ſee: This neglect isnot for 
nothing?) was it not decreed that the Canons ſhould nor have Wives, but that the 


it ſenpt. 


Refs -þ:3 as; 
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* So the Chros« 
nicletels us of 
Adelme, Abbot 
of Malmebury, 
who when hee 
was ſtirredts 
the vice of the 
fleſh, had wont 
co deſpite rhe 
Devill, and tor 
ment himſelfe 
with holding a 
faire yong Vir. 
gin in his bed, 
{9 long as hes 
might {ay over 
the wholg Pal | 
ter, 
Vid.Paſk.Def. | 
Polyd.ſuppreſe 
ſing the name, 
telleth the Biſine 
4208 | 
y ViRthe marri- 
ed:ſo did the e- 
nemies of Marri- 
age diſpracefully 
terme the mai'ry- 
cdClergy; and (6 
are the words of 
the Legate te bee 


underſtood, de 


latere meretri- 


Prieſts which dwelt in Townes and Villages, ſhould not be compelled to put away 
their Wives, though caution is pur in for the future ? | 
Whar doth this imply,but that in thoſe anciet Times the Englith Clergy were in- 


offenſively maried? To which adde that old Record from an ancient Marryrologue 
of the Church of Canterbury : Lanfrancus Archiepiſcopi reddidit Eccleſia Santli An- 


Hr I Iernrn ant LOG 


$.Mary,withthe Lands and Houſes which Livingus Prieſt,and ks wife had in London ;&c. 
And before him, or D#»ftax either, in King Edmunds time, * Bilhop 0 ſalphes with 


Athelme and Y lrick, Laicks, thruſts out the Monks of Eveſham, andplaced Canons 


\ (aries Prieſts) their roome, 


dree,gri.Lanfranck Archbiſhop hath reſtored to Saint CAnarems Church,the Monaſterie of 


Laſtly, | 


tr. a. At. "F 


cis; hee then rats | 
ling agamſiMar- 

7tage(not Whore« | 
dom properly) 
was deprehended 
in whortdome: | 
a Ex Adt.Conctl. 


Martyrol.Cant. 


Mon. © 


im ſub Lanfr. | 
| | 
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Laftly, zornalen(is records it as king 7»e's Law;lowg before theſe times;S; Epiſcops fili. A 
olu for, fit dimidinm hoc,g+c,as ſuppoſing this no other then ordinary in thoſe times, A 
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ce Vid ſupra. 
Epiſh.ad Anjel. 
Neuwbr 3.6.5. 

d Pope Paſcha- 
ty writing to 
Anſelme ſaith, 
that there was | 
at this time {0 


of Pricits Sons 
in England, 
that the greater 
part of the 
Clergie conſt» 
{ted of them. 

e Chron. S4x03. 
Anno 1129. 
Chron. Fornal. 

f Habet excuſa+ 
21081 Evangelt- 
cam. reſþ.eſt ab 
Epiſ. Arelat. A. 
lexandrg Pape. 


| 


\ 


Ann0 1250s 


Refut.p.351- 


C.E.writes in 
the mar gie de 
ſter Halls looſe 

manmer of diſpur 
| LIRZe 


[Tie fourth Ponderation,is the difficulty of this grant in King Edwards Parliament. 


ereat a number | 


Now let my Refiter comfort himſelf and his Catholiks, with the weak defence 
of Herefie,and'the ſtrong Bulwarks ofRoman Truth; who in the meane time my 
be put in mind,thart he puts on me the burden which ſhouldlye upon his own {houl- 
ders;T have produced Hiſtories which affirmeperemptorily;that the Exeliſh Clergy | 
werenevyer forbidden to marry untill Anſe/mes time: it 15 now his taſke to diſprove 
this aſſertion of theirs by equall authority to che contrary; which till he haye done. 
the day is ours. 6 Ee 


th 


_ 


SECT. XVIL. 


Andis it poſſible the man ſhould not ſee the greater difficulty that was found in 
the inforcement of this glorious Celibate ? How Affere and the Nobles diſpoſſeſſed 
the Monks of Danſtan;juſtly reſtoring the maried Prieſts totheir ancient right?How 
Laufraxck durſt nor ſpeak it out; A»ſe/me did;but prevailed little:Let © Girardys the 
Archbiſhop of Yorke witnefle. After whom Roger Archbiſhop of that See(as Newbrj. 
genſis records )thruſt out  A»ſelmes Monks,and ſtood for thelibertie of Mariage : in 
ſo much as inthe ſucceſſion of Times,even by Royall leave alſo,Mariage of ſpiritu- 
all perſons yet continued.Neither could Anſe/mes Succeffors, Radulphus, Gulielmus de 
Twrbize and the reit,(notwithſtanding all their Canons & practices)preyaile againſt 
it. How plaine is that of the © Saxo» Chronicle ? Thws did the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
and the Biſhops, which were in E neland; And yet all theſe Decrees and biadines flood not; All 
held their Wives by the Kings leavegven as they did.In ſo much as Archbiſhop William re- 


ferred it to the King.The King decreed that the Prieſts ſhould continue with their Wives ſtill, 


Neither were any thing more cafie than to give ſtore of inſtances in this kinde. 
What need give more than that of GalfridB.of Ely,whe was avouched before the 
Pope himſelf ro have maried a Wife!lwhich *Evangelicall excnſe(#xorem duxit)was 
made for his not appearing at Rome with the reſt, Of Richard Biſhop of Chicheſter. 
Robert Biſhop of Lracolne maried men,after theſe Decrees; yea, good Evidences of 
ancient Charts are ready inour hands, to ſhew the uſe andlegall uſe of theſe Maria. 
ges for no lefle than two hundred yeares after. 
Andfor thoſe idle words which his ſfawcinefſe throws after our reverend Martyr, 
Archbiſhop Cranmer,(whom he fallly affirmes to have been the firſt maried Archbi- 
ſhop of this Kingdome, when as Archbiſhop Boxifaceſare maried in that See three 
hundred yeares before him)and King Edwards Parliament, we anſwer them with fi- | 
lence and ſcorne.Let loſers haye leave to talke. | | 
The approbation, and better expedience of ſingle life in capable ſubjects, we do 
willingly ſubſcribe unto; The lawfulneſfſe, yea,necefliry of Mariage where the gift 
of Continency 1s denyed, our Sayiour and his choſen veſſell juſtifie with us. So asTI| 
ſtill conclude, He that made mariage, ſaith it is honourable,what care we for the di ſhononr | 
of thoſe that corrupt it, 


— AIDS a> aaa SLINGS: i An VEAL EIS-—_—_, 


SECT, XV IIE 


i4 Is laſt Ponderation is leaden indeed;T hat frs the bickerings of our Engliſh Clergie 
withiheir Dunſtans, it will xot follow, that Continency was not ancient, but was rt- 
piningly,lately unjuſtly impoſed. By this reaſon, he will prove there was never T hiefe nor 
Malefattor in our Countrie, before the time af King James; ſince all Indges have yeerey 
Soonten'Þ with ſ#ch people. Thus he.But didever ſuch looſe Beſome ſweep rhe pretie 
before oy” | | 
Reader,vouchſafe yet once more to caſt thine eye upon the cloſe of my Epiltle; 


Doth my argument runne thus wildly as he makes 1t?The Engliſh Clergie had bic ke- 
| ings 
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A \rines with their Danſtans, therefore Cominency was repininoly and uniultlh injoof6a. 
Caſt thou think I have met witha ſober AdverſirieMyyrords 09 0 4 
ries teach us how late, how repiningly, how unjuſtly our Engliſh Clergy ſtooped under this 
yoake. And what can this Ophiſtes make of this? Are ye not aſhamed(ye Superiour; ) 
of, Doway)are ye not aſhamed of ſucha Champion ; fitter for a troope of Pigmics to 
traile a reed in their bickerings with Cranes, than to be committed with any reaſo- 
nable or Scholler-like Antagoniſt ? Inthe bickerings with his Danftans, the Patiens 
pleaded preſcription- (as we have ſhewed out of Malmesbnry) and taxed his Saints 
with noveley;In my'bickerings with him,I plead Antiquity,Scripture, Reaſongand 
raxe him moſt juſtly with impudence,and abſurdity, How well is that man, that is 
matchrt bur with an honeſt Adyerſary? 


| 


T he Concluſion. 


He Concluſion follows,a fit cover for ſuch a difh, TheReader was not weary C- 

nough, bur he muſt be tyred witha tedious recapitulation; wherein my Refuter 
recollects all his diſperſed folly, that it may ſhew the fairer : Telling his Proteſtant 
friend, what I have bragged, whatT have undertaken;what I have not performed; 
how I have falfifyed, how I have miſtaken;what himſelfe hath in al paſſages perfor: | 
med againſt me, how he hath anſwered, how he hath conquered ; T he beſt 15, the 
 Conclufion can ſhew no more than the Premiſes.By them,let me be judged : Thoſe | 


Ref p. 3532 & 6. 


have made good to my Reader, that C.E. hath accuſed much, and proved nothing; 
vanted much, and done nothing;railed much,and hurt nothing;laboured much,and 
gained nothing:talked much,and faid nothing. 

It 18a large and bold word: bur if any one clauſe of mine be unproved,if any one 
clauſe of mine be diſproved,any one exception againſt my defence proved juſt, any 
one charge of his proved true,any' one falſhoodof mine derefted, any one argumet 
of mine refelled,any one argument or propoſition of his not refelled : Let me goa- 
way convicted with ſhame. But 1f T have anſweredevery challenge, vindicated every 
* authoricy,juſtified every proofe, wiped away every cavil,affirmed no propofition 
untruly.cenſured nothing unjuſtly;fatisfied al his malicious obje&ions,and warran- 


* I oxccly except 
that oe ſlit of 


redeyery ſentence of my poore Epiſtle:Let my apologie live and paſſe; and let my 


juſt;and let honeſt Mariages ever hold up their heads ; in deſpite of Rowe and Hell - 

With this Farewel,I leave my Refurer,either to the aCting of his unbloudy executi- 

ons of the Son of God, or the plotting of the bloudie executions of the Deputies of 
God,or(as it were his beſt)to the knocking of his Beads;but if he wil necds be med- 

ling with his pen,8& will have me,after ſome Jubilees,to expect an anſwer to my fix 

weekslabour,I ſhall in the meane time pray, that God would give him the grace to 
give way tothe known Truth,and ſometimes to ſay true, 

| Yertogratifie my Readerat the parting, I may not conceale from him an ancier 
and worthy Monumet, which I had the favour and happines to ſee in the Inner Li- 
| brary of Corpus Chriſti Eolledgein Cambridge ; An excellent Treatiſe written(a- 
moneſt ſeventeene other)in a faire ſethand,by an Author of great learning and An- 
riquity;He would needs ſupprefle his name, bur deſcribes himſelf to be Rotomagenſis: 
The time wherein it was written, appeares to be amids the heat of contentis,which 
was between the Archbiſhop of Canrerbury and Tork for precedency;* which quar- 
rell fell berwixt Rodulph of Camterbury.and Thurſtin of Yorke, wn the yeare(1114.) at 
which time Pope Paſthalis wrote to King Henry concerning irt:;and was renuedafter 
| about the yeare 1175. The Diſcourſe ſhall ſpeake enough for it ſelfe. 


Refuter go as he 15,C.E.CaviHator Egregins:Cet my cauſe be no more victorious than | 


ROTO. 


my pengtbatl 

ſaid Gratian &- 
ted a ſentexce 

| out of Auſtin, 

whith was in» 

drtd bu oWpne. 


Of Roane in 
France. 


* As alſo the 
contention be- 
tyixt the 
Church of 
Roane and /iea- 
Aa. 

| Rog.Hoved, 
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© t0:Ideog, nec per cam ſalus adquiritur ſe obſervetur ec awittitar ſs nou 
SL CH 6bſervetar, Non enim eft hominss ſalvare wel perdere alique pro merith, 

ſed Dei propriis unius eft:ſcilicet quod Dems hoc inflituerit nec-in vete- 
riTeflamentonec in Evangelio, nec in Apoftolor is Epiſtolss ſcripticreperitur, in quibus quic. 
quid Deus hominibzs pr ecipit inſertum deſcribitur. Traditis ergo homing efl & non Dei, 
non Apoſtolorum inſlitutio. 2uemadmodum & Apoſtolic inſtituit,ut oportet Epiſcopum eſſe 
unins uxoris virum. nod minime inſlituiſſet,fi adnlterium eſſet quod Epiſcopus haberet j5- 
mul & uxorem, & Eccleſiam, quaſi duas uxores it quidam aſſerunt. DQusdg, de Scriptars 
ſaniis non habet authoritatem eadem facilitate contemnitur qua dicitur, Sautla enim Ec- 
cleſia now Sacerdotis uxor non ſponſa, ſed Chriſti eſt ſicat Toannes dicit, 9 ui habet ſponſam, 
ſponſus eſt: hujus inquam ſþouſy Eccleſia ſponſa eſt, & tamen huic ſponſe licet in parte inive 
matrimonia ex Apoſtolica traditione. Dicit enim Apofiolys ad Cor. Propter fornicationes 
(inquitunuſquiſy, uxorem ſuam habeat,& cateranſy, volo omnes homines eſſe {cut meipſi, 
ſed unuſquiſq; proprium donit habet a Deo, alius quidem ſic,alins vero ſic. Non enim ones 
habent nnum donk virginitatis, ſcilicet, & continentie, ſed quidam virgines ſunt & conti> 
nentes,quidam vero incontigentes quibus concedit nuptias, ne tentet eos Sathanas propter in- 
continentia ſua & in ruinam thrpitudini corruant. Sed & Sacerdotes quog, aly quideconti. 
nentes ſunt ,aly vero incontinentes,e qui continentes ſunt, continetie ſue fonum 4 Deo con- 
ſecuti ſunt: ſine ejius dono & gratia continentes eſſe non poſſunt. 1ncominentes verd hoc donii 
gratt& minime percipiunt,qui cum intemperaatia ſue conſþerſions tum etiam animt infirms- 
tateper carnis acſideria difflu..ns. Quod nullo mods facerent, ſi continenti# gratiam Oo Vir- 
rute a Deo percepiſſent. Sentiunt enim & 19ſi aliam legem is membris ſuis repugnant? leg? 


. , j- . . + . yo 
| Pet ſue ,e7 capiuante eos in lege peccati,er quod nolunt agere cogente, qui de corpore mo 


ths bajus liberantur gratia Dei, Hac itaq, eos lege captivante, & carns congnpiſe entia ſti- 
mulante,ant fornicari coznntur aut nubere. Quorum quid melins ſit Apoſtolica docemur an- 
thoritate,qua dititur melins nubere quam uri. © od melings eft,id certeeligendam & tenen a 
eft-Melius eft inquam.nubere quia pejus eft uri, 2uia meltus eft nubere quam uri convent- 
ens eft incontinextibus ut nubant gon ut urantur, Bone etenim ſunt nuptis, ſicat A uguſtt- 
nus ait in libro ſuper Geneſin ad literamjn ipſis commendatur bonum nature quo inconninen- 
Hi regitur pravitas,er natar & decoratur fecundit as.N 4m wtrinſ, 4, ſexs infirmit as pr open- 
dens it Yuinam turpitndinis, refte excipitur honeſtate nuptiarum, ut quid ſans poſt ef 
off icium, fit eerotis remedium. N eque enim quia incontinentiamalum eft idea conngbium, 
vel quo incontinentes copulantur non eft bonum. Imo wero non propter illud malum 
culpabile eft bonum, ſed propter hoc bonum weniale eft illud malum : quoniam id quod 


bonit babent nuptie,& quod bone ſunt nuptie,peccatii efſe nunqua poteſt. Hoc antem iiper” 


cum altero cocubatar.tn prole,ut amanter ſuſcipiatar benigne ſuſcipiatur peligioſe euceiwr- 
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The Honour of the Maried Clergie, 
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& ſupernam civitatem eſtruit cr Angelorum numerus ne per fictatur efficit. uo quod per- | 


—— OS C— 


c0njugatur H#c eff tanquam regula nuptiarum,gus vel nature decoratur facundites vel in- 
continentie regitur pravitas.Hanc autem regulam nuptiarum, 7 hoc tripartitans benuns in- 
flituit aterns veritas ordine decenti & lege eterna, contra quam quicquid fit, vel dicitur, 
vel concupiſcitur peccatii eſt. 2uod in libro contra Fauſtii Manicheum Auguſtinus ieftatur, 
dicens,Peccatum oft faflum,uel diftii el concupitum contra aternan legem.eAiterna lex e 
arvina voluntas, ſue ratio ordinem naturalem perturbari vetans, conſervari jubens. Quic- 
qaid igitar ordinem naturalem perturbarijabet conſerwari vetat, exercere puptias Of earum 
tripartitum bonum, fidem, ſcilicet , prolem.& Sacramentum eos habere prohubet, & regulam 
illam aterng veritatis qua nalur 4 + Br fecundites, vel incontinentie regittty pravitas 
ets ſolwvereprecipit, Oc. quibus naturalisordo peragitur , abhominari jubet, Hoc inquan 
manaatum naturalem ordinem conſervari vetat, perturbari jubet, & ideo contra eternam 
legem fit, cr peccatum eft-peccant enim qui mandatum tale inſ{ituunt, quo naturalis ordo de- 
ſiruitay, Nametiam ut videtar qninime credunt quod de Sacerdotum: filjs aſſumat Deus ad 
£dificandam ſupernam Civitatem, & adreflaurandum Angelorum ntmerum, $i en cre- 
derent nunquam tale mandatuminſlituerent, quia ſcienter & nimia temeritate id efficere 


In Sacraments, vt conjugium non ſeparetur, & demiſſus aut demi(ſa ne cauſa prolis alier1 | 


conarentur, ut ſwperna Civitas nunquam proficiatur, & Angelorum numerus nunquam re- | 
pararetur:ſi enim ſuperna Civitas de filijs etiam Sacerdotum per fictenda eſt,cy ſi Angelorum: | 
prumerus dc ipſis etiamreparandus eft,qui hoc eff icere conatur ut nullt ſint quantum ix ipſoſt, | 
| 
wer ſive prieſt fieri.? Hoc enim fit contre voluntatem & pr edeflinationem illus, qui que fu | 
tra ſint fecit, Fecit enim pradeſlinatione que futura ſunt inopere, Quicunqueergo id ef- 
ficere conatur ut nou faciat Deus in opere que fecit in PredeFinatione, ipſam Predeſtinatio. 
nem Dei conatur evacuare. $iergo Deus fecit in Pr adeFtinatione,ut fily Sacerdotum futurs 
ſont in opere, qui hoc efficere conatur ut non futari ſint, in opere deflruere molitur fatia Det 
LY aur | 
Dei contraire que aternaest, V oluit enim Dems ab eterno, of ante ſ4calum omnes homines 
creare in ſeculo, certo quidem ordine quo pracogitavit & preaeſtinavit eos ſe creaturum. 
Nthil enim inordinate facit nihil in [eculs creat ,quod non ante in pradeſiinatione ſue mentis 


creantur, Predeſlinationem ments prediſponentem ac pr aordinantem omnia neceſſario ſe. 
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lioquin nos ſicut voluit Ders ned, ſicut preordinavit omnes homines ſunt creati, ſed quod | 
hoc inconveniens ef nece(ſe ef iflos creart, ſicut voluit ab eterns & pracogitavit aty, pre- 

ordinavit , quod omuia que voluit fecit, & nibil unquam fecit que non volutit ab eterns or | 
precogitavit decreto certs & incommutabili, Quta nec ejus voluntas irritapoteſt fieri, nec 

precogitatio falli nec preordinationes commutari. Yu cum ita ſint, neceſſe et ut ſicat 

Laict, ita etiams Sacerdotes de quibus homines creamtur, ad ipſos creandss miniſterium exhi. 

beant diving voluntati & preordinatiom. Parenies nou {wnt authores creations filiorum, | 
ſed miniftri. ui ſi miniſterinm non exhiberent voluntatem Dei er pracogitationem (j 
poſſubile eſſet irritaw facerent, ordinationique refifterent, Quid fi ſcremer facerent $70. 
nige utique delinquerent, ſi neſciemter minus, nos (olum in Deum Patrem, ſed & in cele. 
ſtem leruſalem ſanittorum omnum matrem., quod quantum in ipſis eſſet illos creari non 
permitterent, ex quibus ea edificasda 7 caleſtis patrie dantia ſunt preparanas. Sed ab hoc 

delifto defendit cos impatentia, quod non poſſunt voluntati Dei reſiftere & pr eordin ation; 
contraire, Voluntas enim Deity predeſtinatio lex aterns e5b,in qua omnium rerum cur ſus 
decretus et,et paradigm eft,in quo omnium ſeculoram forma acpiita et quod nullarationi 
aboleripoteit. Huic 1gitur miniſteriuns now exhibere malum e#i, quod exhibere bonum eiþ 
& maxime cum boxa fit volyntate, Quod tum fit, cum parentes conveniunt cauſa gignende | 


multiplicetur, & caleflis Civitas fabricetur, & eletiorum nwmerys compleatur, quorum 
wihil poteſt fieri ſine conventione tali, Sienim prims parentes 541nci0rum omnes ant continen- 
tes permanſiſſens aut virgines,nullus Santtorum ex eis ef ef natns in ſeculo, anllus gloria & 
bene coronat us in clo, nullus adſcitus in Augelorum numero, Sed quis ineſtimabile bo- 


——_— 


quuntur, quod impoſiibile eFt non fieri quod Dens ab eterno voluit & preordinavit fieri, \ 
| Neceſſe e5t 1@1tur omnes homines eo orgine creari, quo voluit ab aterno & preordinavit. A. | 


prolis, non appetitu exercendi libidimis. Gignende prolis dico, quia & preſens Eccleſia | 


wo OE SS EIS POTTED), 


quod fecit pr edeſtinatione, & ita predeſtinationem Dei nititur evertere, & voluntatem | 


procedente omniaſeculs diſpenendo pr eordinayerit. Quecuny, ergo inhoe ſaculs ab ipſo | 


| 
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num eff, quod ſaniti nati ſunt in ſeculo, quod gloria & honore coronaniur 1n clo, © FITLY 
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adſciti ſunt in Angeloraum numero, ex eo parentum facunditas beatior pr aarcatur,t conven. A | 
tus ſanfior.Sic ergomelins fuit ew tales faliss genutſſe quam non geaniſſe, talemy, frultum\ 
nuptiaram protuliſſe, quam ſine frudtu comtinentes , aut virgines extitiſſe. Duamwvic boyum 
| ſit quibuſdam continent(s eſſe, vel virgines,illis vi, quos Deas voluit ab eterns, þre- 
ordinavit ita creandos eſſe in ſeculs, ut continentia vel virginitate permaneant : ſicut enins 
| woluit 4b aterno,or pr eordinavit quoſdem jta creandos eſſe in ſxculo,ut frattum nptiarum 
| faciant && filios generent its etiam voluit or preoratuavit ab eterno, quoſdam ita creandyy 
elſe,ut in continentia vel virginitate permaneant, Et ficut ili ad creandes filios voluxtar; 
Dei & pr eordinationi minifterien exhibent, ita & ifti ad conſernandi & continent; m 
wvirginitai? voluntati Dei et pr eordinationi miniflrant. Ac per hoc 6 illorum fecanditas 
iflorumvirginitas bona eſt at que landabiles, wu fi non miniflerium exhiberet voluntati Dei 
& preordinationi, nec bona ejſet nec laudabils, Omne enim quod volumati Dei oy pre- 
ordinationi contrarium eft,nec bonum e#t nec laudabile. Sic ergo voluit Deus v5 pr edefling- 
uit alios futuros virgines, alios nuptiarem fruftum facientes, $1 evim omnes eſſent vir- 
gines nnllus Santtorum qui vel naſcitur vel naſciturus ſit,in hoc ſeculo natus eſſet, vel aa. 
| citurms.Nec ipſi etiam v1rgines eſſent quia nati non eſſent Ex fecunditate enim iforum ori 
eff iflorum virginitas. Magnum igitur bonnm eft fecmditas, ae qua ſanta preceſar Virgi-' 
nitas, Qui autem virgines eſſe debeant, & qui pupriarum fruttns fasientes, docet eos werbi 
qaod Deus feminat in cordibus ilorum. In aliorum enim coraibus ſeminat verbum bong 
facunditatis nuptiarum fruftum facientis, mm altorum vero cordibus ſeminat verbum wiv. 
* Deeff (opinor) | QInITAtes, * ipſ3 virginitatem ſerwvare defiderant : In quibus vero verbum nuptiarum ſemi-| 
pars (luſule; | nat ipſi facere nuptiarum fructum apperunt. 
Ill &rgo 11 qui- 
bus ſeminat 


verbum vingini- Which, for my ( ountrymens ſake, Thave thus Enzliſhed. 
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Would faine know whoit was that firſt ordained,rhat Chriſtian Prieſts might not | 
marrry, God or Man ? For, if it were God, furely, his determination is to be held 
and obſerved with all veneration and reverence; But, if it were Man, and not God; 
and this Tradition came out of the heart of Man,not our of the Mouth of God, then 
neither 15 ſalyatton got by it,jf it be obſerved;nor loſt, if icbe not obſerved : For it 
doth not belong to Man either toſave or deſtroy any man for his merits, but itis 
proper only nnto God. That God hath ordained this.it is neither found written in the 
| Old Teſtament, nor in the Goſpell, nor in the Epiftles of the Apoſtles, rn all 
which is ſet downe whatſoeyer God hath enjoyned unto men. Tr 1s therefore a 
Tradition of man,and not an inſtitution of God.,nor of his Apoſtles : Asthe Apoſtle 
inſtituted (rather jthata Biſhop ſhould be the husband ofone Wife; which he would 
never have appointed,ifit had beene adultery for a Biſhop to have at oncea Wite, 
. anda Church.as it were two Wives,like as ſome affirme : Now.that which hath not 
authority from the holy Scripture,is with the ſame facility cotemncd, thatit 15 {po- 
ken:For,the holy Church is not the Wife.not the Spouſe ofthe Prieſt,but of Chriſt, 
33 E. lohn ſaith, He that hath the Bride he & the Bridezroome,Of the Bridegroome,l fay, | 
1s the Church the Spouſe:and yet it is lawfull even for this Spoufe m part to Marty, 
by Apoſtolique Tradition; For the Apoſtle fpeakes thus tothe Corinthians - Becauſe 
| of fornication let every man have hicowne Wife. And I would that all menwereas Fam, 
| but every man hath his proper gift of God,one thus,another otherwiſe. Forall men 
havenotonegift,namely, of Virginity and Continency, but ſome are Virgins and 
containe,others containe not;to whom he granteth mariage,leſt Sathan tempt them 
through their incontinency, and they ſhould miſcary in the ruine of their unclean- | 
neſle.So alſo of Prieſts,ſome are continent,and others incontinent; and thoſe which 
are continent, haye received the giftof their continence from God, without whoſe 
Gift and Grace,they cannot be continent.But thoſe which are incontinent, haV<NO! 
| received this giftof grace, but,whether by the intemperance of their humouw,07 rhe 
weakenefſſe of their mind,run out into fleſhly defires;which they would in 10 WIE 
| doe. if they had received from God the Grace and Vertue ofContinence. For Ne) 
alfowhich are delivered by the Grace of God from the body of chis death, fcelc we 
other Law in their members rebelling againſt the Law of their minde, and caPtt- 
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A | vating them to the Lawof ſin, and compelling them to doe that which 7 ape 7 | 


not. This Law therefore, holding them caprive, and this Concupilſcence ofthe fleſh 
provoking them, they are compelled either to fornicate,or marry:whereof whether 
i5 the better,we are taught by the authority of the Apoſtle, who tells us.i: is better to | 
marry then 10 burneSurely,that which is the better,is robe choſen and held - NOW it is 
better to marry,becauſe ir is worſe to burne:and becauſe it is better romarry thento 
burne,itis convenient for thoſe which containe not,to marry.,nct to burne. For mari- 
age 1 200d. aS Auguſt ſpeakes in his booke (Super Geneſin ad Litergm) in it is commen- | 
ded the goodof nature, whereby the pravity of incontinence is ruled, and the fruit- 
tulnefſe of Nature graced ; For the weakenefſſe of either Sexe, declining towards the 
ruine of filthineſſe, is well relieved by honeſty ofmariage,ſa as the ſame thing,which 
may be the office of the ſound,js alſo the remedy untothe ficke: Neither yer,becauſe | 
incontinence 15 evill,is therefore Mariage (even that wherewith the Incontinent are 
joyned)to be reputed not good: yea rather,nat for that eyill, is the goad faulty, but | 
for this go2d is that evill pardonable,ſince thar good which mariage hath, yea which 
mariage 1s,cannever þe ſin. Now, this goodis three-fold, the Fideliry,che Fruir,the 
Sacrament of that eſtate ; In the Fidelity, is regarded : That belides this bond of 
Mariage.there be not carnall ſociety with any other.In the fruit of it, Thar it be lo- 
vingly raiſed and religiouly bred. In the Sacrament of ir, That the mariage benot 
ſeparated,and that the diſmiſſed party of either Sexe, benot joyned toany other, no 
| not for iſſues fake. This 1sasit were the Rule of Mariage,whereby the fruitfulneſle of 
| | Nature is graced,or the pravity of Incontinence ruled. And this rule of Mariage.and 
| this three-fold good, the eternall Truth hath appointed in the order of his Decree, 
and thateternall Law of his, againſt which whatſoeyer is done, ſpoken, or willed, is 
finne;which ſnguſtine in his booke againſt Fauftus the M anichee witneſleth, ſaying, 
Sin ts either Deed, Word, or deſire againſt the Law eternall. This Eternall Layy is the di- 
vine Will or Decree,forbidging the diſturbance, and commanding the preſervation 
| of due naturall order ; whatſoeyer therefore commands naturall Order toe diſtur- | 
| ben, forbids it tobe conſerved, prohibits Mento uſe Mariage ; and attaine tothe 
| threefold good thereof, Fidelicie, Ifſue, Sacrament; and commands them tobreake 
| tharRule of Eternall Truth,whereby the fruitfulneſſe of nature is graced,or the pra- : 
vity of Incontinency is ruled,commands men to abhorre thoſe things whereby naru-| 
| rall order 1s held and maintained. This Commandement, Iſay,forbidsnaturall Order 
to be obſerved, commands it to be diſturbed, and therefore 1s againſt the Law of 
God.and by conſequence, is finne : For, they finnethat ordaine ſuch a command by : 
which naturall Order 1s deſtroyed. | = 
Theſe men do not(it ſcemes)beleeve;that of the children of Prieſts,God takes for | 
the building of his City above, and for the reſtoring of the number of Angels: For,it 
| they did beleeve it,they would never ordaineſuch a Mandate, becaufe they ſhould | 
_ | wittingly and over-rafhly.goe about to effect.thatthe ſupernal City ſhould never be 
perfited & the number of Angels never repayred. For if the ſupernall City be to be | 
| perfitedeven of the ſons of Prieſts, and if the number of Angels beofthem ro be re- 
| payred, thoſe thatendeavour toprocure that they ſhould not be,do (what in the hes) 
deſtroy the ſupernall Ciry,$ labour that thenumber of Angels may not be perfited,;|| 
then which,whar can be more perverſely done? For this js done; againſt rhe will and | 
| predeſtination of him which hath done thoſe things,which ſhal þe;for he hath done 
| in his predeſtination thoſe things which ſhall be in effe&; whoſoever therefore goes 
| about to procure that God may not ineffect do.thoſe things, which he hath done in 
his predeſtination,goes abour to make void the very predeſtination of God.If then; 
God have-already in-hispredeſtination decreed,thatthe ſons of Prieſts ſhall oncebe | 
in effect, he-that goes abour-toprocure that they, may not þe 1n effcCt, cndeavgurs to | 
deſtroy rhe worke of Godbecauſe he hath already dane it.in predeſtination; and1o | 
ſtrives to overthrow Gods predeſtinarion,and to-gain-ſtand-that.will of God which 
15 eternall:For God would frometernity,and before allworlds.create all men in thc 
world,in that certaine order wherein he precpnceived, and predeſtinated to create 
| them;Hedoth-nothing diſorderly;he Seater nothing.intheworld which he: hn 
rc2 | | JL | 
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- not fore-ordained, by diſpoſing it in the predeftinaris of his mind that went before! & 
all worlds. Whatſoefer therefore is by hum created in this world, doth neceſſarily 
follow the predeſtinationof his minde, prediſpoſing and preordaining allthings, be. 
cauſeir is impoſſible that ſhould nor be done, which God from eternity hath willed 
and fore-ordained to be done.It is therefore neceſſary that allmenſhould be created 
in that very Order,wherein he willed,and from eternity fore-ordained; Orel(s al! 
- men are not created as God would have them, nor as he fore-ordained them . Bu | 
becauſe this is inconvenient, it muſt needs bee that they are created as he willed 
from eternity, and fore-thought, and fore-ordamed, becauſe he hath done all things 
that he would, and never did any thing which he willed notfrom everlaſting, and | 
hath fore-conceived in his certaine and unchangeable Decree. For neither can hi 
will be fruſtrated, nor his fore-thought deceived, nor his fore-ordinations altered : 
Which, ſince it is ſo,needs muſt it be,that as Laicks,fo Prieſts alſo,of whom men are 
created, ſhould yeeld their ſervice to the divine will and preordination tothe crea- 
ting ofthem. For Parents are not the authors of the creation of theirchildren, buz| 
| theſervants; who if they ſhould not yeild therr ſervice, they ſhould (if it were poſſi | 
ble)make void the fore-thought of God, and reſiſt his ordination; which if they | 
| ſhould wittingly doe,they ſhould oftend the more,1f 1gnorantly the lefſe ; Not onely. 
againſt God the Father, bur alſo againſt the heavenly Jeruſalem, the Mother of all | 
Saints, becauſe (what in them were) they ſhould not ſuffer thoſe to be creared of| 
whom itis tobe builded, and thoſe things to be prepared, whereby that Celeſtiall | 
 Countrey is beſtowed. But fromthis offence thetr 1umporence frees them, becauſe 
they cannot reſiſt the will of Cod and crofle his preordination.For the will and Pre- 
' deſtination of Gad is that erernall Law, in which the courſe of all things is decreed; 
and the patt-rne wherein rhe forme of all ages 1s ſet forth , which can by no meanes| 
be defaced. Not to yeeld our fervice then hereunto, is evill, becauſe to yeeld it, is| 
g00d, and eſpecially if it be done with a gocd intent, which is then done, when as | 
Parents meet together ina deſire of propagation of iſſue, not inan appetite of exer-| 
ciſing their luſt.Ofpropagation,T fay,that boththe prefenr Church may be multipli-| 
ed.,and the celeſtiall City built,and the number of the Ele& made up, none of which 
could bedone without ſuch conjugall meeting, For ifthe firſt Parents of the Saints | 
had continaed all either continent or Virgins,no Saints had beene borne of them in 
the world,none of themhadbeene crowned with glory and honour in heayen, none 
of them aſcribed into the number of Angels. Burt ſince it isan ineſtumable good, that 
Saints are borne in the world, that they are crowned with glory and honour m hea- 
ven, and that they are aſcribed into thetumber of Angels: thereupon the fruttul- 
nefle of Parents is more blefſed, and their meeting holyer. So then it is better for 
them to have begotten ſuch chi!dren,then nor to have begotten them, and to have 
| brought forth ſuch fruirof mariage, then to have been continent,or Virgins, with- 
out fruit.Although it is good for ſome tobe continent, or virgins, namely, for them 
whom God eternally willed and preordained to be ſo created in the world, that | 
they ſhould remaine either in Continence, or Virginity : For as he hath eternally 
willed and fore-ordained that ſome ſhould be fo created inthe world, as that they 
ſhould yeeld the fruitof mariage,and beger children,fo alſo hath he willed,and from 
eternity fore-ordained, ſome tobe ſo created, that they ſhould continue in Cont- 
nency or Virginity : And as thoſe other yeeld their ſervice to the willand preordi- 
nation of God in thecreation of children: ſo theſe alſo ſerye the will and preordinatt- 
on of God in conſerving their continence,and Virginity ; and hereupon is both the 
fruitfulneſſeof the one,and the virginity of the other good, and laudable; which fit 
did nor yeeld ſeryice to the wil & preordination of God, would be neither good nor 
laudable.For whatſoeyeris contrary to the will andpreordination of God,1s neither | 
good nor laudable. If therefore God willed and predeſtinated ſome to beVirg1ns, | 
otherstoyeeld the fruit of mariage (for if all were virgins, no Saint that now 15,07 
ſhall beborne,ſhould either be now or hereafterborne in the world, neither ſhould 
thoſe Virgins be at all, becauſe they ſhould notbeborne ; for of the fruitfulnefſe of 
the one ariſesthe others virginity)therefore is fruitfulneſle a great good,tfrom _ | 
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| of Prieſts, ſo great Þ etie alſo; They, that they might more freely attend thoſe boly 


| doe not now meddle with the myiteries of their more ſecret luſts , I ontly | 


| yet, when we know theſe things, bow eafie are wee to admit men mto boly Orders, 


| that for divers Ages. Thoſe Faſts which were wont to continue till the evening, it 


holy Virginty hath proceeded : now that there ſhould be ſome Virgins. - a 

Tt os. beare the fruits of mariage,the word which God Cech ord any 

| teacheth us. Forin the hearts of ſome he ſoweth the word of gocd fruitfalneſſe 
yeelding the increaſe of mariage.and.in the hearts of others he ſowes the word of 

Virginity; Thoſe then in whom he ſowes the word ofvirginity,they deſire to kee 

| virginity, bur thofe in whom he ſowes the word of mariage, they defire to yeeld the 


In their hearts, 


fruit of mariage. 
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V hereto will adde for Concluſion the wiſe and ingenu- 


ous judgement of Eraſmus Roterodamus, The rather, becaule it plea- 
{ed my Retuterto lay this worthy Author in our diſh , 


In bis Epiſileto Chriſtopher Biſhop of Baſil, concerning bumane Conſti- 


tutions, T hes he writes. 


Or thoſe things which are altogether of humane Conſtitution, muſt(like t6 re- 
medzes in diſeaſes) be attempered to the preſent eſtate of watters and times. 
T hoſe things which were once religiouſly inſtituted, afterwards according to 
occaſion,and the changed quality of manners and times, may be with more Religi- 
on and Piety abrogated, which yet is not to be done by the temerity of the people,but 
by the authority of Governors, that tumult may be avoyded, and that the publicke 
cuſtome may be ſo altred,that concord may not be broken : the very ſame is perbaps 
to bee thought concerning the Mariage of Priefts of old, as there Was oreat paucity 


Services nade thiſelves chaſte of their own accord. 4nd ſomuch were thoſe Ancients 
| affefted to( baſtitie, that they would bardly permit Mariage onto that Chriſtian, 
whom his Baptiſme found ſingle, but a ſecond Mariage yet more hardly : And now 
that which ſeemed plauſuble in Biſhops and Prieſts: was tranſlated to Deacons, and 
at laſt to ſub-Deacons, Which volantarily received caſtome Was confirmed by the 
anthority of Popes.In the meane time, the number of Þ riefts increaſed, and their 
| Pietie decreaſed. How many ſwarmes of Prieſts are maintained in Monaſteries 
and ( olledges? and amongit then how few are there that live chaſtly * 1 ſpeake of 
them which doe publikely keepe Concubines in their bouſes in ſtead of their Wives, 1 


ſpeake of thoſe things Which are moſt notoriouſly knowne to the world ; And 


and how difficult in releafing this conſtitution of ſingle life * when as contrarily S. 
Paul teaches, that hands muſt not be raſhly laid upon any ; and more then 
once bath preſcribed what manner of menPrieſts and Deacons ought tobe , but of 
a ſingle life neither Chriſt, nor bis Apoſtles, have ever girven any La in the holy 
Scriptures. Long ſince hath the Church abrogated the nightly Vigils at the Tombes 
of Martyrs, which yet had beene receirved by the publike cuſtom of (briſt1ans, and 


bath transferred to noone; and many other things bath it changed according to the 
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BRIEFE SYMMEOF THE 
Principles of Religion, fit tobe knowne of ſuch as 
would addreſſe themſelves toGods 
1TaBLn, 


"> IJ a 0w many things are required of a Chriſtian ? 
| Iwo : Knowledge and Practice. 
| What are wee bound to know ? 
God and our ſelves. 
WIE bat muſt wee know of God ? 
Ganz \\ 2. one he is, and what he hath done. 
Q. What © God? | 
A. fe is one Almightic and infiriite Spirit, Father,Sonne,and Holy Ghoſt. 
Q. What hath he done ? 
| A. He hath made all things,he governeth and preſervyeth all things,and hath eter- 
| ny dana how all things ſhall bee done, and hath reyealed his will to us in his 
ord. . 
Q. What more wwft be knowne concerning God aud his attions> ; 
CA. That God the Son, Chriſt Jeſus, tooke our nature upon him, dyed for our re- 
demprion,roſe againe & now liveth gloriouſly in Heaven,making inrerceſſion for us, 
Q. Thus much concerning God. What muſt wee know of onr ſelves ? 
A. What we were, what weare,and what we ſhall be. 
Q. What were we ? | | 
AWe were made at firſt perfett and happy, according to Gods Image, in kiow- 
ledge, in holineſſe,in righteouſieſſe. 
 Q. What are we ? | | 
A. Ever ſince the fall of our firſt Parents, we areall naturally the ſonnes of wrath, | 
ſubject to miſery and death : But thoſe whom God chooſerh out to himſelte, are.m 
part renewed through grace,and have the Image of God in part repairedin them. 
Q. What ſhall we be ? | : 

- A. Atthe generall reſarre&ion of all fleſh, thoſe which were in part renewedhere, | 
ſhal be fully perfitedand glorifiedin body and ſoule:thoſe which haye lived and dy- 
edintheir finnes,ſhall bejudged to perpetuall torments  _ 

Q.T hus much for our knowledge: Now for our practice what s required of us? 
A. Due odedience and ſervice of God,borh in our ordinary courſe of life,and alſo 
| in the ſpeciall exerciſe of his worſhip. 

Q. WW hat is hat obedience which ts required of us in the ardinary courſe of our life? 
A.Itis partly preſcribed us by the Law,and partly by the Goſpell. 

Q. What doth the Law require ? 


"3 WEE "OY 


I 


Tre4 


A. The Law contained in Ten Commandements, enjoyneth us all piety to God, 
and all juſtice andcharity toour neighbour. rs 

Q. What aoth the Goſpell require ? 6 

A.Faith incheLord Jeſus, with the fruit of it,Repentancegas our onely remed;e 
for the breach of the Law. ' | 

Q. What & faith? | | 

4A. The affance of the ſoule upon Chriſt Jeſus, depending upon him alone for fg. 
oivencſſe and falvation. SN Ten 

. What # Repentance © . 

A. AncffeCtuall breaking oftour old finnes, with ſorrow and dereſtation, and ax 
earneſt purpoſe and endeyour of contrary obedience. 

Q. Thus much of our obedience in the whole courſe of life: What are the ſervices required 
more ſpecially inthe immediate exerciſes of Gods worſhip ? 

A. They are chiefly three : firſt, Due hearing and reading the word: fecondly 
Receivingrhe Sacraments : thirdly, Prayer. 

Q. Which call yon the word of God ? | 

A.The holy Scriptures contained in the Old and New Teſtament, 

Q. How many Sacraments are there ? 

A. Two: Baptiſme,and the Lords Supper. 

Q. What i the uſe of Baptiſme ? 

2. By water waſhing the Body,to affureus that the blood of Chriſt.appliedeo the 
ſoule of every beleever.cleanſerth him from his finnes. 

Q. What i the uſe of the Lords ſupper? 

A.Tobea ſigne,a ſeale,a pledge.untous of Chriſt Jeſus given for us,& given tous, | 

Q. What fienifies the Bread and Wine ? — 

A. The body and blood of Chriſt,broken and powred out for our redemption. 

Q.WWhat us required of every Recetver? 

4. Upon paine of judgement, that he prepare himſelfe by examination. 

Q. Whereof mnſt a man examine himſelfe ? | 

A. Whether he finde in himſelfe, firſt Competent knowledge : ſecondly, A true 
(though weake) Faith:thirdly, Unfained repentance for his fins : fourthly,Charity, 
& readineſſe to forgive:fiftly, An hungring deſire to this Sacrament:Sixtly,A thank- | 
full heartfor Chriſt, and it, | | | 

Q. What « Prayer ? - | 1 

A. A calling upon Gad through Chriſt for a ſupply of all our wants, and praiſing 
him forallhis bleſſing. | 
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Or Wares, 

HIS HIGHNESSES VNWORTHY 
Servant dedicates all bis labours, and 


wiſhes all Happineſle. 
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eIMoft Gracious Prince : 

—— work of mine, which (ty hopes 
= gol and deſires faile mee not ) time may 
hereafter make great, I have preſumed 
both to dedicate in whole to your 
SD Highneſle, and to parcell out in ſeve- 
2 SS, ras unto iubordinate hands. Tt is no 
— marvell if Bookes have this freedome, 
when wee ourſelves can and ought to be all yours, while we 
are our owne,and others underyou, 1 dare ſay theſe Me- 
ditations, how rude ſoever they may fall from my Pen,in 


nOaoOgocooogannn 
QGdoaoonoonFtc ona 


of Hs av en, hath everruled the World, how his Sub-| 


ſtitutes, earthly Kings, have ruled it under him, and with 


| regardof their ſubject are fit for a Prince, Here your High-| 
| nefle ſhall ſee how the great patterne of Princes,theR1 wa | 


what ſucceſle either of elory or ruine, Both your Peace| 


and| 
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youth; what ſtorie can bee ſowiſeand faithfull as thatwhich 


| God hath written for Men,whereinyou ſee both what hath 


beene done and what ſhould bee ? What obſervation fo 
worthy as that which is bothraiſed from God, and directed 
to him ?Ifthe proprietic which your Highneſle juſtlic hath 
|in the VVorke, and Author, may draw your Princely eyes 
and heart the rather to theſe holy Speculations, your Ser- 
vant ſhall be happierin this favopr,then inallyour outward 
| bountie ; as one to whom your ſpirituall progreffe deſerves 
|to be dearer then his owne life nd who daily fuit is, that 


|God would guide your ſteps aright mthis {lipperic Age, 


{and continue torejoyce allgood hearts in the view of your 
| gractous proceedings, 
| ps Sel | 


-*, 


; Your Highneſſes humbly 


devoted Servant, 


Jos, Harrc: 


"| and V Varre ſhall finde here holy and great examples. And; 
|ifHiſtorte;and obſeryation be the beſtCounſcllorsof your 
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 _HONOVRABLE 


THOMAS; 


|E ARLE OF EXCETER, ONE OF 
his Majeſties moſt Hon orable Privy Councell. 


A ll Ty and Happineſe. 
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upon:Godsowne Hiſtorie, ſo full of edification and 
17 delight : which 7 have in ſuch ſort indevoured to 
: 7 So 7 (h ſhal give occaſion tomy Reader of ſome 
| ® Meditatios,whichperhaps be would have miſſed, 
Ever belpei in thu kinde deſerves to be precious. Ipreſent the firit 
part to your Honour, wherein you Pall ſee the World both made, 


killing bis ſeed,the ſecond bu brother. If intheſe bs ſhall ive light 
to the thoughts of any Reader, let him- dork: of Vive i ls to: 
him fromwhom that light ſhone forth to me. To whoſe grace and 
= JR ay _— commend your eas 7 
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| + The (creation. 


>See H Aa Tcan I ſee,OGad in thy creation, but miracles of wonders? 


575 a being tothe Matter, withourforme ; thou gaveſt a forme 


dg ESNEA.Yy to that Matter,and a glory to that Forme. If wee can bur finiſh 
a ſlight and unperfect Matter according to a formerpatterne, it is the height of our 


ſkill: butto begin thatwhichnever was,whereof there was no example,: wherero 
there was no inclination, wherein there was no poſſtbilitie of that which ir ſhould 
be,isproperonely to ſuch power as thine. the infnitepower ofan infinite Creator : 


all Matter ariſes from nothing, How eafie 1s itfor thee to repairre all out of ſome- 
thing, which couldeſt thus fetch all out of nothing? wherein can wee now diſtruſt 
cthee,thar haſt proved thy ſelfe thus Omnipotent ? Behold :: to have made the leaft 
Clod of nothing, ' is more above wonder, then ro multiply a World; but now the 
Matter doth not morepraiſe thy power,then the forme thy wiſedome: what beauty 
is here?what order?whar order 1n working?what beauty in the worke. 

Thou mighteſt have madeall the World perfe& in an inftant, but thou wouldeſt 


not. That Will which cauſed rhee tocreate, 1s reaſon enough why thou didſt thus 


create. How ſhould wee deliberate in our actions,which are fo ſubjeft to imperfe&i- 
omſince it pleaſed thine infinite perfection(nor out ofneed)to take leafiire. Nei- 
ther did thy wiſdome herein proceed in time onely,but in degrees: At firſt chou ma- 
deſt nothing abſolute ; firſt thou madeſt things which ſhould havebeing withour 
Life;rhen thoſe which ſhould have life and being; laſtly, thoſe which have Being, 
Life, Reaſon: So we our ſclves in the ordinary courſe ofgeneration, firſt live the life 
of Vegetation,then of Senſe,of Reaſon afterwards. Thar inſtant wherein the Hea- 
ven and the carth were createdin their rude Matrer, there was neither Day nor 
Light,bur preſently thou madeſt both Lighr and Day. Whiles we have this example 


many degrees wee can riſe toour conſummation. Gat, 
| But(alas)what was thevery Heaven it ſelfe without Light? how confuſed ? how | 
formeleſſe?like toa goodly Body withouta Soule,like a Sole withour thee. Thou art | 


that isinthee,ſince one glimpſe of this createdlight, gave ſolively a glory toall thy 
workmanſhip!This;even the brute Creatures cari behold;That,not the very Angels. 
That ſhines forth onely ro the other ſupreme World of immortality, this to the ba- 
ſeſtpartof thy creation. There is one cauſe of our darkenefſe on earth, and of the 


utter darkeneſſe in Hell; the reſtraint of thy light. Shine thou,, OGod, intothe vaſt-! 


—} 


298 men,ifwhen we have Matter,we can give faſhion : thongaveſt 


of thine, how vainely doe we hope to be perfect at once?Ir is well for us, if through | 


Light,and'in thee is no darkenefſe. Oh how incomprehenfibly gloriousis the lighe | 


| 


with us,not ſo much as.a thought can ariſe without ſome Martter;bur here with thee, | 


IE of my ſoule,and in thy light I ſhall ſeelighr. ins: 
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4 Bae whence.O God was that firſt ligherhe Sun was not made till the fourth day ; 


| day we ſhall have light againe without the Sun. Thou ſhale be our Sunne; thy pre- 


lightrhe firſt. Ifman had been, hemight have ſcene alllightſonie; bur whence it had 
 cornne he could not have feene; as in ſome gent Poiid,we fee the bankes full,we ſe 


| workes:All meanes ſerve thee:why dowe weake wretches diſtruſt thee, in the want 


_ Contemplations, 


Lol. | 


not the ſprings from whence that water ariſeth. Thou madeſt the Sunne,madeſtthe 
Light withour the Sun, before the Surine, rhat fo light might depend upon thee,and 
not upon thy Creature:Thy power will tar belimitgd.to meancs. It was cafic to thee 
to make an Heayen without Sunne, Lightwwithour an Heayen,Day without a Sunne, 
Time without a day : It is good reaſon thon ſhouldeſt be the Lord of thine owne 


of thoſe meanes,which thou canſt either comand;or forbeare?How plainly wouldeſt 
thou teach us.thatwe Creatures need not one another,ſo longas we have thee? One 


ſence ſhall be our light:Lightis ſowne for the righteous. The Sunne and Light is but 
for the World below it ſelfe:thine onely for above. Thou giveſt this light to the Sun, 


make us ſhine like the Sun in glory. 

Now this light which'for 3.dayes was thus diſperſed through the whole heavens, 
tpleaſed theear laſt to gather and unite ihto one body of the Sun. The whole Hea- 
ven was our Sun, before the Sun was created: but now one Star muſt be the Treafu- 
'ry of Light tothe heavenand Earth. How thou loveſt the union and reduction of all 
things of ohe kind to their own head and centre! ſo the Waters muſt by thy comand 
be gathered into oneplace,, the ſea; ſo the upper Waters muſt be ſevered by theſe 
Aerie limits from the lower: ſo heavy ſubſtances haſten downeward.,and light mount 
up3(o the general light of the firſt dayes muſt be called into the compaſſe of one Sun, 
ſothou wilt once gather thine Ele&,from all coaſts of Heayen,to the participatis of 


thy Saints. from thine anointed?Ohfet this light which thou haſt now ſpreadabroad 
in the hearts of all thine,once meetin thee:We are as thy Heavens in this their firſt 
imperfection;be thou our Sun.unto which our light may be gathered. 


a 


& wearteth:there is nothing but thy ſelfe;wherein there is not ſatiety.So pleaſing is 
rhe viciſitude of things, that the inter-courſe even of thoſe occurrents which mtheir 
owne nature are leſſe worthy,gives more contentment,then rhe un-altered eſtate of 


HY OP PRI —_—_ 


not expect any ſtability here below, but in perperuall ſucceſſions : Ir is alwayes day 
with thee above: the night ſayourerh onely of mortality : Why are we not here ſp1- 
ritually as we ſhall be hereafrer?Since thou haſt made us children of the light,and of 
the day,reach us to walke everin the lightofrhy preſence,not in the darkneſſe of er- 
ror and unbeliefe, | 

Now 1n this thine inlightened frame,how fitly,how wiſely are al theparts diſpoſed; 
thatthe Method of the . Creation might anſwer the Matter. & the forme both. Be- 


EIS VT 


= 


hold all purity above;below.the drugs and lees of all. The higher I go, the more per- 
i {taires of aſcending perfettion,our thoughts might climbe unto the trop of ll glory, 
Sx nught know thine imperiall Heavenno lefle glorious above the viſible, thenthoſe 
jabovethe earth. Oh how miſerable is the place of our pilgrimage, in reſpect of our 
home ! Lermy ſoule tread a yvhile in the ſteps-of thine owne proceedings ; and ſo 
think asthou vyroughteſt: When vye vvould deſcribe a'man,vve beginnot at the feer 
but the head: The head of thy Creation is the Heaven;how high? how ſpatious? how 


theſtarrie Heaven. I doe nor examine their Art ; O Lord I wonder rather atthine, 
which haſt drawneſolargea lineabour this little point of earth : for in the' plaineſt 


which the Sunne gives to the world : Thatlight which thou ſhalt once give us, ſhall | 


Yet this light was by thee interchanged with darknes,which thoumighteſt F eaſily | 
have commanded to be perpetuall.The continuance,eyen of the beſt things,.cloyerh | 


better. The day dycs into night, and rifes into the morning againe, that we might | 


i fection;each Element ſuperior toother,not more in place then digniry:that by theſe | 


gloriousIr is a yyonder that wecan looke up to ſo admirable an heighr,and that the 
Very ere 15 not tyredinthe way. If thisaſcendingline could be drawne right forwards, | 
ſome thathave calculated'curiouſly, have found it five hundred yeares journey unto | | | 


one glory. Why do we abide our thoughts and affeſtions ſcattered from thee, from | . 


A 


[rules ofArt and experience the Compaſſe muſt needsbe ſix timesas much as halfe the. 


Reon  - 


by OE IST a At. 4 4 
F 


. . . 


"Er. 1. The Creation of the W, ld. 


A | height.We thinke one Tland great, but the Earth unmeafarable. If we were in that 
Heaven with theſe eyes,the whole earth(were it equally enlightned)would ſeeme as 
| little to us, as now the leaſt ſtar in the firmament ſeemes to usupon Earth : And in- 
deed, how few Starres are lo little asit? And yet how many voydand ample ſpaces 
are there beſideall the Starres? The hugenefle of this thy work,O God, is little infe- 
rior for admiration to the majeſty of it. Butoh whata glorious heaven is this which | 
thou haſt ſpred over our heads ? With how precious a Vault haſt thou walled in this 
our inferiour World? What worlds of light haſt thou ſer above us 2 Thoſe things 
which we ſee,are wondrous: but thoſe which wee beleeve and ſee not, areyet more; | 
Thoudoſt but ſet ont theſe unto view,roſhew us what there is within. How propor- 
tionable are thy works to thy ſelfe? Kings erect not cotrages,bur ſet forth their mag- 
B | nificence in ſampruons buildings:ſo haſt thou done, O King of glory. Ifthe loweſt 
payement of that Heaven of thine be ſoglorious, what ſhall wee thinke ofthe better | 
parts yetunſeene ? And if this Sunne of thine be of ſach brightnefſe andmajeſty, oh 
what 1s the glory of the Maker of it 2 And yetif ſomeother of thy Starres were let 
downeas low as 1t,thoſe other Starres would be Sunnesto us; which now thou had(t 
rather have admired intheir diſtance. Andift fucha Skie be prepared for the uſe and 
benefit eyenof thine Enemies alſoupon Earth,how happy ſhal thoſe erernall Taber- 
naclesbe,which thou haſt ſequeſtred for thine owne ? | 
Behold thenin this high and ſtately building of thine,T ſee three ſtages; This loweſt 
Heaven for Fowles,tor Vapours,for Meteors: The ſecond for the Starres: The third, : 
| forthine Angels and Saints. The firſt is thine outward Court,open for all:The ſecond 
C | is the body of thy covered Temple,wherin are thoſe Candles of Heaven perperually | 
burning: The third is thine Holy of Holes. In the firſt is Tumulr and Vanity:In the | 
ſecond immutability & Reſt:In the third,Glory and Bleſſedneſie. The firſt we feele; 
the ſecond we ſee; thethirdwebeleeve. In theſe two lower 1s no fecility ; for nei- 
therthe Fowles,nor Starresare happy. Ir isthe third heaven alone, where thou, O 
bleſſed Trinity,enjoyeſt thy ſelf,and rhy glorified ſpirits enjoy thee. Itis the manife- 
ſtation of thy glorious preſencethat makes Heaven to be it ſelf. This is the priviledge 
of thy Children:that they here ſeeing thee (which art inviſible) by the eye of faith, | 
have already begunne that heaven which the perfect ſight of thee ſhal make perfett 
above.Let my ſoule then let.theſe heavens alone;tillit may ſee,as itisſeene. That we 
may deſcend to this loweſt and meane{tRegion of Heaven, wherewith our ſenſes are 
D | more acquainted, What maryels doe even here meet with us? There are thy Clouds 
thy borcles of Raine, Veſſels as thinne as the liquor which is contained in them:there | 
they hang,and move,though weighty with their burden: How they areupheld, and 
why they fall, here & now,we know not,and wonder. Theſe thou makeſt one while 
as ſome Aerie Seas to hold water : another while, as ſome Aerie Furnaces whence 
thou ſcatrereſt the ſadden fires unto all che parts of the Earth,aſtoniſhing the World 
with the fearfull noyſe of that eruption:our of the midſt of water rhou fetchelſt fire, 
& hard ſtones out of the midſt of thin vapours:;another while as ſome ſteele-glaſſes, 
| wherein the Sunne looks and ſhews his face in the variety of thoſe colours which he 
hath not ; There arethy ſtreames of light,blazing and falling Starres,fires darred up 
anddown jn many formes,hollow openings, (8 as 1t were) Gultes inthe skie,bright | 
F | circles about the Moone, andother Planets, Snowes,Haile: In all which it is enough | 
to admire thine hand,though we cannot ſearch out thine action. There are thy (ubril | 
Winds.which we heare and feele,yet neither can fee their ſubſtance, nor know their | 
cauſes: whence & whither they paſſe,and what they arerhou knoweſt.There are thy | 
Fowles of all ſhapes,colours,notes,8& natures: whilſt I compare theſe with the1nha- 
bitantsof that other heaven, I'find thoſe Stars, and ſpirits like one another; Thoſe 
Mereors and fowles,in as many yarieties,as there are ſeyerall creatures. Why 1s this? ! 
Is it becauſe Man (for whioſe fake theſe are-made)delights in change;thou in coſtan- | | 
' | cy? Or is it, that in theſe thou mayeſtſhew thine owne skill, and their imperfection? 
There is no variety inthat whichis perfect, becauſe there is but one pertection;8&1o.] | 


—_— ” 


nam.” co -- _—O__ we -” -> ” 
a an a a6 is oe OPY"D” ob REIT IS nd 24 AS - : "2" 
. = . _ i _ = - - n—_— - F - " w 
: - AFG it = ko tic ont Sufi Gt aw. wa bee w TR i nay - ne ett A264 , >. A Oar no nes eg amahemgy>——_—_— - - -- my 4 
Ne _ rates IN 2 oats _ Hae” ” - —_ gn OS —_ + Cn ne ,- PR _ - 4+ on -- 4 *; ay PR = —_ ho <— abs 8” ne "_ NE "OR 4 natbaiins PE - 
; Ex ae” ne" 8 ee”; jo - - Bag = Ke, TIS < OS 4 —- 4 Meu , ; . Gd 2 _y : _ — 
- . : w . s ; < on - my þ - . t - ——— " 
: — == ; —_ Ann <> SS” 2 Ov nt; hats. So " *. Kan A" "i . 0 v 
NN R_————— —— —_ Jo. - mage. re Enki) - 4 Finn AF," IE wa, ol 3g 2" Fn + 4,4 bY x © pM 2 YE wy a a. _ - 
© rr by A bs "= re 3 Er SS 7 as 5 at A Loan} 24S... 4 Hh ——_ - , _ *  EI-Mei Do nw KEY Lo Couoe - . 
7. 4 2 - © i - RAC” - _ 41 -_ Pans - _ 2 waS k. , / v #1 * 
woe an. = 4 £ - BEL ng Gb. SHE, ASS” - F> "i £8 * - > - : OF fo he ELVES | ; 
£4 +; Po. SE MD ns Og RRQ JE x G . £0 of; Ie 9 i eu eg hon na OG _— - - ep _——_ 
_ & - _— « - - "alla ws =O IT ING nant * w © " CE Mon lhe a 
PW" ij hy _ 0} at - p as be Bra. TS, WERE "ot 
% . ab? Þ 16 AC. ts A among _ c . = 
4 a. mſiaey.. oo 4 - foo " ' > y | 
; & 1 en 9 OST Y « : 
x dab. >, HP phe. 7 -» lng te. "3 > RE — Sr” | bay "—_—— 
III D: - WIT. Sg > hon. » 6 or _—_— _ 
. 
6: - tous, 3 


” - a 7 
hb * 
"> # k & AS” 4 _ _— 
—— . 6 ” + SA . ——- * — 
4m, a9” — = *% 1+ 4 _ br HS *. 
Po a <4 ys 4 ” _—_— ———— — $4 S ge - as o 4 V PENS 
on. ——— _—_ m * Top = -_ 


_—_ 
_ 


_ wide, 
tc 
a hg; wt We 1p I = ay” 
oC ty Ep OD aber Get re7 


ms Ar wrt on _ 
_ . 
_—_— 


L} 
£4 
4 
Y 
-P 
\P 
"43 
A; 
If 


— 


——— 


i 
042 en o - 6. 4% +f 1-96-21 
- 5 4 <3 2 o SEE: Pe ES. TIF 4a , - 
_ a uo oy. wy wry -- . > m4 
Z” ua TEE m—— , a oo —_— Pr, ; 
_—_ . mn Y : a 
ap 


Tn nh ORR i Co Snot rn IE 
"Learns. = Ine we does A by LINES = - a”. < * 
oat - i LET WL G, I "5 % ans 

. . 


» IR - Cs 4, 30 
py 2. = - = 
PA TAS So A, T7 

be - 59% > Y _ 
—_—— ————_— 
OG Aries 
= 
-— apo Sl 


———— 


had er. Ire 
CE OE TS IE 
"EY 5 - 
_ 4 


"wk - c 
oe Or 5 the ON, «ov 
m9 >, party er nn” , Ap. 2; 

< 


> 


Bee's _ EE LINISS = ES 
on” eorekol T4 ESD IC, ww oC 
y-4 _ jo ul > : C 4 5. - : bog or this bs > - 
© OCT, Brink Eran I EN 4 
7 > o We {AR . 


_ i NS Nas ey 
- 4 


——_— — 


much ſhall we grow nearerroperfedneſle, by how much we draw neater to unity, | l 
 landuniformitie. Fromthence, ifwe goe dawne'to the great Deepe,the Wombe; of | 
þ 4-4 LPPERert77TTY moiſture, 
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(omemplations. Tinh: 
& | 


moiſture;the Welof fountaines,the great Pond of the World;we know not whether 
to wonder atthe Element it ſelfe,or the gueſts which 1t containes. How doth that ſea 
of thine roare,and foame and fwell.as if it would ſwallow up the earth? Thou ſtayeſt | 
the rage ofitby aninſenſtble violence:and by a naturall miracle confineſt his waves; 
why it moves, and why it ſtayes, 1t 15 to us equally wonderfull : what living Moun- | 
raines(ſach are thy Whales)rowle up and down in thoſe tearefull billowes:for great- 
neſſe of number,hugeneſſe ofquantity,ſtrangeneſſe of ſhapes, variety of faſhions, nei- 
ther aire nor earth can compare with the Waters. Ifay nothing of thy hid treaſures 
which thy Wiſedome hath repoſed inthe bowels of the carthandſca; How ſecretly, 
and how baſely are they laid up?ſecretly,that wee might not ſeeke them; baſely,thar 
wee might not over-eſteeme them: Ineed not dig ſo low as theſe metalls, mineries, 
quarries which yeeldriches enough of obſervation to the ſoule; How many willions 
of wonders doth the very face of the earth offer me;Which of theſe Herbes, Flowers, 
Trees, Leaves,Seeds,Fruits,is there; what Beaſt, what Worme, wherein we may not 
ſee the footſteps of a Deity ? Wherein wee may not read infiniteneſſe of power, of 
skill:and muſt be forced to confeſſe, that hee which made the Angels and Starres of 
heaven, madealſothe vermine on the earth ?. O Godthe heart of man 15too {trait 
to admire enough, eventhat which he treadsupon ! Whar ſhall wee fay to thee the 
Maker of all theſe?O Lord, how wonderfull are thy workes in all the World?In Wit- 
dome haſt thou madethem all.And in all theſe thou ſpakeſt and they were done. Thy 
Will is thy Word,and thy Word is thy Deede, Our tongue, and-hand,and heatt are: 
different:all areone in thee;which art ſimply one,and infinite.Here needed nohelps, 
no inſtruments:what could be preſent with the Erernal?what needed,or what could 
be addedto the infinite ? Thine hand 1snot ſhortned, thy Word is ſtill equally effe- 
Quall; ſay thou the word, and my ſoule ſhall be made new againe : fay thou the | 
word and my body ſhall be repaired from his duſt. For all things obey thee, O Lord, 
why doe Inot yeeld rothe wotd of thy counſell ; ſince I muſt yeeld asall thy crea- 


rures to the word of thy command. 


Of Man, 
FSH U T (O God) whatalitcle Lordhaſt thou made over this great World? The | 
Hz leaſt corne of ſand is not fo ſmall to rhe whole Earth as man is to the Hea- 


{ 


&| ven:whenl ſee the Heayens, the Sunne, Moone,and Starres; O God.what | 
=== jsman? who would thinke thou ſhouldeſt make all theſe Creatures for 
one?and that one well neere the leaſt of all? Yet none but he can ſee what thou haſt 
done ; none bur he can admire,and adore thee in what he ſeeth;how had he need to 
do nothing but this,fince he alone muft doe it ? Certainely, the price and vertue of 
things conſiſt not in the quantity : one diamond is more worth then many Quarries 
of ſtone,one Loadſtone hath more yertue then Mountaines of earth:Tt is lawfull for | 
us to praiſe thee jn our ſelyes:, All chy creation hath not more wonder in it,thenone 
of us : other Creatures thou madeſt by a ſimple command ; Man, not without a di- | 
vineconſultation:othersat once; Man,thou didf(t firſt forme. then inſpire : others in 
ſeyeral ſhapes like to none but themſelves;Man.after thine owne Image:others with 
qualities fit for ſervice;Man,for dominion.Man had his name from thee ; They had 
| their names from Man.How ſhonld wee be conſecrated to thee aboye all others fince 
| thou haſt beſtowed more coſt onus then others? Whar ſhall I admire firſt?Thy pro- 
vidence 1n the time of our Creation? Or thy power and wiſedome in thea& > Firſt, | 
rhou madeſt the greathouſe ofthe World,and farniſheſt it: then thou broughteſt in 
thy Tenant to poſſeſſe it. The bare walls had beene too good for us,bur thy love was 
above our deſert: Thou that madeſt the earth ready for us before wee were,haſt by 
the fare mercy prepared a place in heaven for uswhiles we are onearth; The ſtage. 
was firſt fully prepared, then'was man broughtforth thither, as an Atoror Spe&a- 
tor:that he mightneither be idle nor diſconcent:behold,chou hadſt addreſſed ancarth 
for uſe, and Heayen for contemplation : after thou hadſt drawne that large reall 
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| A | Map of the World;thou didft thus abridge it into this little table of Man: hee alone 
| | confiſtsof Heavenand Farth ; Soule and body. Even this earthly part, which is vile 
| | in copariſs of the other;as it is thine(O God)I dare admire 1t,though I can neglect 
it as mine owne:for lo,this heape of Earth-hath an outwardreference to Heaven:o- | 
ther Creatures grovell downe to their earth,and haveall their ſenſes intent upon ir; 
this is reared up towards Heaven, and hathno more power to looke beſide Heaven, | 
| | rhento tread beſide theEarth.Unto this,every part hath his wonder. The head isnea- 
reſt toheaven,as in place,ſo inreſemblance;both for roundneſſe of figure,$ for thoſe 
| | divine gueſts which have their ſeat in it; There dwel thoſe majeſticall Pawers of | + 
reaſon, which make a Man; all the ſenſes as they have their originall from thence, 6 
they doall agree there to manifeſt their yertue : how goodly proportians haſt thou 
r | ſetin the face?ſuchas tho oft times wecan give no reaſon when they pleaſe, yet tran- 
ſport us to admiration. What living glaſſes are thoſe which thou haſt placed in the 
midſt ofthis viſage, whereby all objects from farre are cleerely repreſented to the 
minde ? and becauſe their tendernes lies open to dangers, how haſt thou defenced 
them with hollow bones,and with prominent browes,and lids?And leſt they ſhould 
be too much bent on what they ought not,thou haſt given them peculiar nerves to | 
pull the up rowards the ſeat of their reſt. Whata tongue haſt thou given him. thein- 
ſtrument not of taſte ouly,but of fpeech?how ſweer and excellent voyces are formed | 
by that little looſe filmeof fleſh? whatan incredible ſtrength haſt thougiven ro the 
weake bones of the jawes? What a comely and towre-like necke therefore moſt 
| | ſinewy,becauſe ſmalleſt? And leſt I beinfinite, what able armes andadtivehands haſt 
| © | thou framed him,whereby he canframe all things to his own conceit?In every part 
beauty, ſtrength, convenience meet together. Neither is there any whereof our | 
weakenefle cannot give reaſon,why it ſhould be no otherwiſe. Hew haſt thou dif- 
| poſed of allthe inward veſſels,for all offices of life, nouriſhment, egeſtion, generati- 
 o2No veine,(inew,arterie 1s idle. There is no piece in thisexquiſite frame,whereof 
the place,uſe,forme,doth not admit wonder, and exceed it : Yet this body jfitbee | 
compared to the ſoule, what is it, but asa clay wall that encompaſſes a treaſure; asa 
| wodden boxe of a Jeweller; as a coorſecaſe to a rich inſtrument z oras a macke to 
a beautifull face?Man was made laſt, becauſe he was worthieſt. The ſoule was inſpi- | 
red laſt,becauſe yet more noble;If the body have this honout to be the companis of | 
the Soule,yet withall itis the gs ape it be the inſtrument, yet alſo the clogof thar 
D | divine part. The companion for life, the drudge for ſervice.the inſtrument for a&i- 
on, the clog in reſpect of contemplation. Theſe externall workes are effected by it, | 
the internall which arg more noble,hindered; contrary to the bird which ſings moſt 
in her cage,but fixes moſt and higheſt at libertie. This my ſoule teaches me of [7 3 
that ir ſelfe cannot conceive how capable,how adtive it 15; Itcan paſſeby her nimble | 
] thoughts from heaven to earth in a moment: it can be all things,can comprehend all 
rhings;know that which is;and conceive that which never was, never ſhall be: No- 2 
thing can fill it, butthou which art infinite; nothing can limit it, but thou which art 
every-where. O God which madeſt it, repleniſh it,poſſeſſe it,dwell thou in it,which | 
haſt appointedit to dwell inclay. The body was made of earth comman to his fel- | 
lowes, the ſoule inſpired immediately from God. The body lay ſenſeleſſe upon the 
F | earth like it ſelfe:thebreath of lives gave jv what it is;and that breath was from thee, 
Senſe, motion,reaſon.are infirſed into it,at once. From whence then was this quicke- 
ningbreath? No ayre,no earth, no water was here uſed to give owe to this Worke: | 
- | Thou that breathedſt upon man,and gaveſt him the Holy Spirit;didſt alſobreatheup- 
on the bodie & gavelt ita living Spirit; we are beholden tonothing but thee for onr 
ſoule. Our fleſh is fromfleſb,our ſpirit is from theGod of Spirits, How ſhould our | 
ſoules riſe up to thee, and fixe themſelyes mn their thoughts ups thee, who alone cre- | 
ated them in their infuſion, and infuſed them in their creation ? How ſhouldrhey: | 
long to returneback tothe fountaine of their being, and Author of being glorious ? | 
Why may wee not ſay that this ſoule as it came from thee, ir is ike thee? as thon, | 
_ | ſoir,is one, immareriall, immortal, underſtanding fpirir, diſtinguiſhed into three 
| powers which all make up one Spirit Sothou the wile Creator of all CNT = | 
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have ſome things to reſemble their Creator, Thele other creatures are all body;,. A} 
| Man is body and ſpirit; the Angels are all fpirit not withonr akinde of ſpiritual! 
compoſition; Thou arr alone afterthine owne manner, ſimple, glorious, mfinite; no 

creature can be like thee in thy proper being; becaule it 18 a creature ; How ſhould 
our finite, weake compounded nature give any perfect refemblance of thine? Yet 
of all viſible creatures thou vouchſafeſt Man the neareft correſpondence to thee: 
not ſo much in the naturall faculties,as in thoſe divine graces, wherewtth thonbean- 
tifieſt hrs ſoule. ; _ 

Our knowledge, holineſſe,righteouſheſſe, was like the firſt copy from which they 
weredrawne.Bchold, we werenot more like thee in theſe, then now we are unlike 
our ſelves in their lofſe.O God we now praiſe our ſelves roour ſhame;,for the better 
we were we are the worſe,as the ſonnes of ſome prodigall, or tainted Anceſtors, tell 
of the Lands,and Lordſhips which were once theirs.Onely do thou whet our defires 
anſwerably to the readinefſe of thy mercies, that wee may redeeme what wee have 
loſt;that we may recover in thee, what wee have loſt in our ſelves. The fault ſhall be 
ours, if our damage prove not beneficiall. | | 

I do not finde,that Man thus framed, found the want ofan helper. His fruition of 
God gave him fulneſſe of contentment; the fiveetnefſe which he found in the con- 
templation ofthis new workmanſhip, and the glory of the Author, did fo take him | 
up,thathe had neither leaſure nor cauſe of complaint. If Man had cravedan helper, 
he had grudged at the condition of his Creation, and had queſtioned that which he 
had;perfeftion of being. But he that gave him his being, and knew him berterthen 
himſelfe, thinkes of giving him comfort inthe creature, whiles he ſought none bur 
in his Maker:He ſees our wants,and fore-caſts our relicfe, when we thinke our ſelyes 
roo happy tocomplaine:How ready will he be to helpe our neceſſities, that thus pro- 
vides for our perfection? _ | | 

God givesthe nature to his creatures: Man mnſt give the name; that he mighe ſee 
they were madefor him.they ſhall be ro him, what he will. Inſtead of their firſt ho- | 
mage.they are preſented to their new Lord,8& muſt ſee of whom they hold. He that | 
was ſocarefall ofmans ſoveraignrie in his innocencie, how canhe be carelcſſe of his 
 fafery in his renovation. | | 

If God had giventhem theirnames, it had not bin ſo great a praiſe of Adams me- 
mory torecall them,as it was now of his jadgement(arfirit fight) to impoſe them:he 
faw. the inſide of all the creatures ar firſt ; (his Poſteritic ſees bur their skins eyer 
fince;) and by this knowledge he firred their names to their diſpoſitions.All thar he 
{ſaw were fit to be his ſervants,none tobe his companions. The ſame God that findes 
the want,ſupplyes it. Rather then Mans innocencie ſhall wanr'an outward comfort, 
| God will begin a new creation. Not out of the Earth, which was the matter of Man, 
not out of the inferiour creatures, which were the ſeryants of Man, but out-ofhim- 
ſelfe,for dearenefle, for equality.Doubtlefſe ſuch was Mans power of obedience,that 
if God had bidden him yeeld up hisrib,waking, for his uſe, he had done it checreful- | 
ly : but the bounty of God was ſoabſolute, that he would not ſo much as conſult | 
with mans Will,to make him happy.As man knew not while he was made.ſoſhal he | 
not know while hisother ſelfe is made our of him : that the comfort might be grea- 
ter,which was ſeenebefore it was expetted. 

- It he Womanthould have been made,not without the paine, or will of the Man, 
ſhe might have beene upbraided with her dependance.and obligation. Now fhee } 
owes nothing but to her Creator: The ribbe of Adam (keping, can challenge no 
more of her,then the earth can of him.It was an happy change to 4dam,ofarib;for | 
an helper;what helpe did that bone give to his fide ? God had nor made ir, if it had} 
beene ſuperfluous : and yetif Man couldnot have beeneperfit withourir, it had not 
beene taken out... - | | 

. Many things are uſefull and convenient , which are notneceſfarie-: and if God | 

had ſeene Man might not wantit, how eafie had it beene for him, which made 
the Woman of that bone, 'to turne the fleſh into another bone > Bur hee' ſaw } 
man. could not complaine of the want of that bone, which he had ſo mulriplied, fo 
animated. O God, 
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bur farreoff: his Maker rhought ic requiſire to fic him with a Paradiſe nearer home. | 


O God, weecan neyerbre loſers by thy chariges, wee havenvrhing but whatis 
thine:take from us thine owne,when thouwilt,we are ſure thoucanſttot burgiveus | 


. k "l 
z f v6 


th. a th. Mer... Ah. Fx EF? P-2 


nod... 

go HS on" 
; : IT 13-9 ; ; x 

” . # - 

; ” . 
Sz "Pp I 
. * ' bk i 
F 
©# 


— £ —_ 
_ 


An conldno ſoonet fee,then he ſaw himſelf happy: His eye-ſight and 
| reaſon were both perfeCt ar once, andthe objects ofboth were able 
| romake himas happy as he would; When he firſt opened his eyes, 
he faw heaven above him.carth underhim,the creatures about him, 
x God before him, he knew whar- all theſe things meant as'if he had 
} been long acquainred with rhemall : He faw the heavens glorious, 


IfGod had appointed him immediately to heayen; hisbody had beene ſaperfluors; | 
It was fit his body ſhould be anſwered with an earthen Image of that heaveh,which 
was for his ſoule:had Man been made onely for contemplation,it would haye feryed 
as well to have beene placed in ſome vaſt defarr, on'the tep of ſome barren Moun- | 
caine;But the ſame power which gavehim a heart ro meditate, gave him hands to | 
worke; and worke fit for his hands. Neither was it the Ig 4” of the Creator; that 
Man ſhould bur live : pleaſure may ſtand with innocence ; he that rejoyced to ſee all | 
he had made to be good,rejoyceth to ſeeall tharhe had made tobe well. God loves 
to ſee his creatures happy; Our lawfil delight is his:they know norGod thatthink to | 
pleaſe him with making themſelves miſerable. | LEE; 

The Idolaters thought ic a fit ſervice for B4al,to cut and hunce themſelves; never 
any holy man looke for thankes frem the True God, by wronging mamſelfe. Every 
Earth was not fit for 4d«m,burt a Garden; a Paradife. Whar excellent pleaſures, and 
rate varieties have men found in Gardens planted by the hands ofmen? Andyet all 
the World of mencannor make one rwigge or leafe,or ſpire of grafſe : When he that 
made the matrter,undertakes the faſhion, how mnſt it needs be beyondour capacity, 
excellent?No herb,no flower,notree was wanting there,chat mighr be for omament 
or uſe; whether for ſight, or for ſfent,or for taſte. The bounty of God raught further 
thento neceflity,even to comfort & recreation: Why arewe niggardly to our ſelves, | 
whenGoad is liberal?But for all this; if God had nor there converſed with man, noa- 
bundance could have made him bleſſed. 

Yet behold: that which was mans ſtore-houſe was alſo his worke-houſc: his plea- 
ſure was his taske : Paradiſe (ſerved notonely tofeed his ſenſes, but to exercife his 
hands.If happineſſe had confiſted in doing nothing,manhad not beene employed; All 
his delights could not haye made himhappy inan idlelife. Mantherfore is no ſooner 
made,then he is fet to worke : neirhergreatnefſe nor perfection can priviledgeafol- 
ded hand:he maſt labour,becauſe he was happy ; how much more we, that we may 
be?This firſt labour of his was, as without neceflity,ſo wichont paines, without wea- 
rineſſe; how much more cheerefully we go abour onr bulinefles, ſo much nearer we | 
come to out Paradiſe. | | | 

Neither did theſe Trees afford him onely a&ion for his hands, but inſtruction to 
his heart : for here he ſaw Gods Sacraments grow before him ; All other trees 
had anaturall uſe;theſe rwoin the middeft of theGarden.a ſpirituall. Life is the act 
of the Soule, Knowledge the life of the Soule ; the Tree of Knowledge, and the 
Tree of Life then, were ordained as earthly helps of the ſpiritual part : Perhaps | 
hee which ordained the end, immortalitie of life ; did appoint this Fruit as the | 
meanesof thar life. It is not for-us toenquire after the life we had;andrhe meaneswe | 

ſhould haye had. I am fore it ſerved tonouriſh the ſoule by a lively repreſentation 

of that living Tree, whoſe fruit is eternall life, and whoſe leaves ſerve toheale the 

Nations. ton ering, LISHED 0 NO OE SPTRA | 
O infinite mercy ! Man faw his Saviour before him ere he had needof a Saviour, 


he ſaw inwhom he ſhould recover an heavenly life, ercheloſttheearthly z burafter 
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Conteniplations.. _ Lin. f 
'|he had taſted ofthe TreeofKnowledge,he might nottaſte of the Tree of life;Thar, A 
immiortall food was not for a mortall ſtomach: Yet thendid he moſt favour that irt» 
viſible Tree of Life, when he was moſt reſtrained from the other. Sit; 
| OSaviour,nonebut a Sinner can relliſhthee :: My taſte hath been enough ſeaſo- 
ned ith the forbidden fruir, to make it capable of thy ſweetneſſe; Sharpen thouas 
wellthe ſtomacke of my ſoule by repenting, by beleeving : ſo ſhall T eateandin de- 
| ſpite of Adam: live forever. Theone tree was for confirmation; the other for tryall: 
oneſhewedhim what life he ſhoutdhaye; the other whar khowledgehe ſhould not 
defire to have: Alas,he thatknew all other things, knew-not this one thing, that hee 
knew -enough:how Divine a thing 1s knowledge,whereof even Innocence it ſelfe 1s 
| ambitious?Satanknew what he did:If this baithad been gold,or hanopr,or pleaſure, 
Man had contemnediit : whocati hope toavoid error, when even mans perfection is 
miſtakemhe lookt tor ſpeculative knowledge, he ſhould have lookt for experimen- 
rall: he thought it had been good to know evill| : Good was large enough to haye 
| perfeted his knowledge,and therein hisbleſſednefſe. | | 

All that God made was good;& the Maker of them much more good; they good | 
in their kindes,he good in himſelfe.It would not contenrhim to know God, and his 
creatures;his curiolitie affeted-to know that which God never made;-evill of finne, 
and evillof death,which indeed himſelfe made by deſiring to know them; now wee! 
know well evill enough,and fniart with knowing it. How dearc hath this leflon coſt 
us thatin ſome caſes itis better tobe ignorant, and yet do the ſonnes of Eve inherit 
this ſaucy appetiteof their Grand-mother: How many thouſand foules miſcary with 
the preſumptuous affecation of forbidden knowledge ! 

O Gad.thou haſt revealed more then weecan know, enough to make us happy, 
' teach mea ſober knowledge,and a contented 1gnorance. 

Paradiſe was made for Man, yet there I ſee the Serpent ; What marvell is it it my 
corruption find the ſerpent in my Clofſer,in my Table,in my bed,when our holy. Pa- | 
rents found him in; the midſt of Paradiſe ? No ſooner he is entred, bur he tempteth: 
he canno more be idle.,then harmelefſe;I donor.ſee him at any other Treezhee knew 
there was no danger inthe reſt,] ſee him at the Tree forbidde.How true a Serpent 1s 
he in every poynt; In his infinuation to the place; in his choice of the Tree, in his 
aſſault ofthe Woman,in his plaufibleneſſe of peech co avoid terror.in his queſtzonto 
move doubt,in his reply to worke diſtruſt, in his proteſtation of ſafery, in his ſugge- 
{tion to-envie and diſcontent, in his promiſe of gaine ! | == | 

And if he were ſo cunning at the firſt, what ſhal we thinkof hum now.after ſoma- 
ny thouſand yeares experience? Onely thon(O God)and theſe Angels that ſee thy 
face.are wiſer then hezI do not aſke why,when heleft his goodnefle, thou didſt not | 
bereaye him of his {k1lPStill thou wouldeſt have him an Angell,though an evil one: 
And thou knoweſt how to ordaine his craft tothine own glory:I do not defire thee 
toabate of his ſubtilty,bur to make me wile; Let me begge it without preſumption, 
make me wiſer then Adam;eventhine Image which he bore,made himnot(throu 
his owne weakenefle) wiſe enough ro obey thee ; thon offered{t himall Fruits, 
and reſtrairied({t but one ; Satan offered him bur-one, and reſtrained not the reſt : 
when he chooſerather to he at Satans feeding, then thine, it was juſt with thee to 
tune. himout ofthy gates with a curſe; why ſhouldeſt thou feed a Rebell ar thine 
owne'boord? WOE | 

And yetwe tranſgreſſe daily &thou ſhutteſt not heaven againſt us : how is it that 
we finde more mercy then our forc-father ? His ſtrength is worthy of ſeyerity, our 
weaknefſle finds pity.. That God,from whoſeface he'fled inthe Garden,now makes 
him with ſhame to flie ont of the Garden: ' thoſe Angels thar ſhould haye kept him, | 
now keepe the gates of Paradiſe againſt him; It isnor ſo eafie torecoverhappineſle, | 
as to keepe it, or leeſc it :. Yeathe ſame cauſe that draye Man from Paradiſe hath alſo } 
withdrayne Paradiſe fromthe World. (ET TE WTO DETNeM ra ITT [ 

That fiery (word did not defend it againſt thoſe waters wherewith the fins of | 
men drowned the glory of that place:neither nowdoel care toſteke where that Pa- 
radiſe was,which we loſt. : T-know wherethatParadiſe is, which wee muſt careto. 

Ee ſeeke | 
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Sich faid,, Thi day ſhalt they be with me in Paradiſe. There was that choſen Veſſel, 
| and heard.and ſaw whar could not be exprefled: by how much the third heaven ex- 


—inde, "As man way the Ieuage of gc, © was that exthly arg: 
'ofHeaven; both the [Ong ArE efaced, hoth the firſt Patternes are: 


. mage :- * A WIPE 54} SH e =_ . 3 4+ 2..4 C / 
diſe an 1 . CAdam was nthe firſt , and ſtay ed not:In the cond, isthe ſecond Adam, 


ceecs the richeſt Fart:nmch doth tharParadiEwherctowee aſpire, cxcced that 
which wee haveloſt. CE Fes MCT te 


Of Cainand As. 


#3 tg, Ooke now(O my foule)upon the ro firſt Brethren,perhaps Twins;and 
wonder at their contrary diſpoſitions andeſtates : If thepriyiledges of 
Nature had beene worthany thing , the firſt borne Child ſhould not 
have beene a Reprobate. CS os erthoarnn 
 Now,that we may aſcribeall tofreeGrace,the elder is aMurderer,the 
yonger a Saint; though goodneſſe may bee repaired in our ſelyes , yet it cannot bee | 
propagated to ours : Now might Adam ſee the Image of himſelfe in Cazz, for after | 
his owne Image begot he him; Adam(hue his Poſteritie , Cain his Brother : wee are || 
too like one another in that wherein we are unlike to God: Even the cleaneſt graine | 
ſends forth thatchaffe from which it was fanned, ere the ſowing : yet is this Cai 
a poſſeſſion, the ſame Eve that miſtooke the fruit of the Garden, miſtooke alſo 
the fruitofher owne body , her hopedeceived her inboth ; ſo, many good names 
are ill beſtowed; & our comfortable expeQations incarthly things doe not ſeldome 
difappoint us. NS EL 
Doubtleſſe, their education was holy, For Adam though in Paradiſe he could not 
be innocent , yet was agood man out of Paradiſe ; his finne and fall now made him 
circumſpe&,and fince hee ſaw that hisa& had bereaved themof that Image of God, 
which he once had for them,he could nor but labor by all WY indeavours to repaire 


d 


once,is one perſon,the Seed of the Woman and of the Serpent : Cairs naturall parts | 
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. | | Wo PR | EC 
cending?Or ſhould he(ifhe could)rejett Gods acceptation,and diſple gy; Tal 


to content, a Brother? Was Caix ever thefarther from a blefling , beta; 2h 
ther obtained mercy ? How proud and fooliſh is malice?which growes thus las 
; noother cauſe, bur becauſe God;or Abel isnot lefſe good; Ir hath beene art old and | 
| \ happy danger to be holy; Indifferent aQions mult be carefulf to 2vord offence; Burl 
| | care not what Devill or what Cain be angry that I doe good, or recerve good, 
| There was neverany nature without envie;Every mani borne a Carn;hating eliar 
reſſe in another , which henegle&eth in himſelfe. There wasneverenvie that | 
was not bloody:for if it eatenot anothers heart,it will eate our owne: bur unleſſe it 
be reſtrained,it will ſtely feed it ſelfe withthe blood of others,oft-times in a&t,all- 
wayes in affe&ion,And that God,which(in good)accepts the will for the deed,con-| | 
demnes the will for the deed in evill. If there bee an evill heart, there will bee an e-| B| 
villeye; and if both theſe, there willbe an evill hand. Dy | 
How early did Martyrdome come into the world? the firſtmanrhar dyed, dyed | | 
| for Religion;who dare meaſure Gods love by outward events, when he fees wicked | | 
Cain ſtanding over bleeding Abel; whoſe ſacrifice was firſt accepted , and now him- } 
| ſelfe is ſacrificed? Death was denounced to manas acurſe; yet behold , it firſt lights | 
| upon a Saint:how foone was it altered by the mercy of that juſt hand which inflicted | 
| ifIfdearth had beene evill, and Life good, Cain had beene Jaine, and 4btl had ſur-} 
[ yived;now that it begins with him that God loves,0 Death where # thy ſting? | 
abel fayes nothing, his blood cryes : Every dropoft mnocent blood hath a tongue, } 
and is not onely vocall,but tmportunate:what a noyſe then did the blood of my Sa- | | | 
| viour make in Heaven? who was himſelte the Shepheard and the Sacrifice; the Man | C f 
that was offered,and the God to whomit was offered ; The Spirit that heard borh, | } 
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f fayes, Ir ſpake better things then the blood of Abel. Abels blood called for revenge, | | : 
| his for mercy.uAbels pleaded his owne innocency, histhe farisfaction for all the be-} } 3 

| ' leeving world: 4bels procured Cains puniſhment, his freed all repentant foules from| | h 

| pamiſhment:better things indeed, then the bloodof Abel. Better , andrherefore that| | 

| which bels blood ſaid, was good:It is good,that God ſhould be avenged of ſinners. 

; Execution of juſtice upon offenders,is nolefſe good.then rewards of goodnefle. 

| No ſooner doth Abels blood ſpeake unto God,then God ſpeakes toCain; There is 

no wicked man to whom Cod fpeakes not, ifnot tohiseare, yet to his heart : What 

ſpcech was this ? Not an accuſation , but an mquirie; yet ſuch an inquirie as would | | 

mferre an accuſation. God loves to have a ſinner accuſe himſelfe.and therefore harh | D } 
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A | Cais finds thathe killed himſelfe more then his brother. Wee ſhould never ſin,if our | 


fore-{ight were bur as good as our ſenſe ; The iſſue of fin would appeare a thouſand 
times more horrible then the a&t-is pleaſant. Bt 
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: Of the Deluge. Fs | 


JH E World was growne fo foule with finne;that God ſaw it was time to | | 
XZ waſh it with a Flond. And fo cloſe did wickednefle cleave to the Authors | 
9 of ic, that when they were waſht to nothing, yet it would notoff : yea | 
4 ſo deep didit ſtick inthe very graine of the earth,that God faw it meer | 
"K--- _ toler it ſoke long under the waters. So under the Law the very veſſels 
that had toucheduncleane water,mult either be rinced,or broken. Mankinde began 
| but with one;and yet he that ſaw the firſt man, lived to ſcethe Earth peopled with a 
| | worldofmen: yet men grew not ſo faſt as wickednefſe. One man could ſoone and | 
eeſily multiply a thouſand ſins,never Man had ſo many children : fo that when there 
were men enow to ſtore the earth, there were as many fins as would reach up to 
heaven,whereupon the waters come downe from heaven, and ſwelled up to heayen 
againe; If there had not beene fo deepe a Deluge of ſin, there had beene none of the | 
waters; From whence then was this ſuperfluity of iniquity ? Whence, but fromthe | 
unequall yoke with Infidels? Theſe mariages did not beget men, ſo much as wicked- 
neſſe, from hence religions husbands both loſt their piety, andgained a rebellious 
C | and godlefſe generation. 
\ That which was the firſt occaſion of ſinne,was the occaſion of the increaſe of ſin: 
[ | | A womanſeduced Adam, women betray theſe ſons of God: the beauty of the Apple | 
| | betrayedthewomanythe beauty of theſe women betrayedthisholy ſced:Zveſaw,Se | 
| | luſted,ſo did they,this alſo was a forbidden fruir,they laſted, taſted, ſinned,died;the 
| | moſt fins begin ar the eyes, by chem commonly Satan creeps into the heart : that | 
| | foule cannevyer be in ſafety,thathath not covenanted with his-eyes. 
Godneedednot have given theſe menany warning of his judgement ; they gave 
himno warning of their ſins, no reſpite: yet thit God might approve his mercies to 
the very wicked; he gives them an hundred and twenty yeares reſpite of repenting : 
| how loth is God to ſtrike,that threats ſo long ! He that delights * guided wake) 
D | his adverſarie, whereas he that gives long warnings, deſires to beprevented: if wee 
were not wilfull,we ſhould never ſmart. | 
Neither doth he give them time onely,but a fairhfullteacher.It is an happy thing 
when he that teacheth others is righteous ; Ne4hs hand taught them as muchas his 
rongue. His buſinefſe in building the Arke, was a reall ſermon to the world, wherein | 
at once weretaught mercy and life tothe beleever;and to the rebellious deſtruction. 
Me thinks I ſee thoſe monſtrous ſonnes of Lawech comming to Noah, and aſking 
him,what he mcanes by that ſtrange worke;whether he meane ro ſale upon the dry 
\ | land. Towhomwhenhe reports Gods purpoſe and his, they go away laughing at his | 
idleneſſe,and tell one another.in ſport, that too much holinefle hath made him mad: 
yet cannot they all flout Noah our of his faith, he preaches, and bnilds,and finiſhes. 
E | Doubtlefſe more hands went to this worke then his: many a one wraught upon the | 
Arke, which yet was not faved in the Arke, Our outward Workes cannot fave us, | 
without our Faith; wee may helpe to ſave others, and periſh our ſelves: what a won- | 
der of mercy is this that I here ſee? One poore Family called our of a world,and as it 
were Ccight graines of corne fanned from a whole barnefull of chaffe: one Hypocrite 
| | was faved with the reſt for Ne«hs ſake; not one righteous man was ſwept away for 
company;For theſe few was the Earth preſerved ſtill under the waters; and all kinds 
of Creatures upon the Waters; which elſe had beeneall deſtroyed. Still the World | | 
- | ſtands, for their ſakes, ' for whom it was preſerved ; Elſe fire ſhould conſume thar, | 
[ which could notbe cleanſed by water, | EEE LATER. | 
This difference is ſtrange:1 ſee the avageſtof all creatures, Lyons; I'yg res,Beares, | f 
i | byaninſtin& fro God come toſecke the Arke & we ſee ſwine fore-(ceing a ſtorme | | 
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' to this Repairer ofthe World,whichthey,before fin,yeelded tohim that firſt ſtored 


of the Waves deſcending, andaſcending, according to Noahs prediction, carne wa- 
| ding middle-deepe unto the Arke,and importunately craved that admitrance,which 


runne home crying for ſhelter)men I ſee not; Reaſon once debauched is worſe then | 
bruitiſhneſſe:God hath uſe eyen of theſe fierce and cruell beaſts,and glory by them: 


even they being created for man,muſt live by him,though to his puniſhment : how 
gently do they offer & ſubmit theſelves to theirPreſerver; renewing that obeyſance 


the World : Hee that ſhut them into the Arke when they were entred, ſhnt their 
mouthes alſo while they did enter.The Lyons fawne upon Noah, and Daxiel!; What 
heart cannot the Maker of them mollifie. 

* The uncleane beaſts God would have to live,the cleane to multiply;and therfore 
he ſends to Noh ſeayen of the cleane,of theuncleane rwo: He knew the one would | 
annoy Man with their multitade,the other would inrich him; Thoſe things are wor- | 
thy of moſt reſpe& which are of moſt ule. | EE 4 
But why ſeven?Surely that God that created ſeyen dayes inthe Weeke,and made 
one for himſelfe; did here preſerve of ſeven cleane beaſts,one for himlſelfe, tor facri- 
fice; Heegives us ſix for one incarthly things, that in ſpirituall wee ſhould be all 
for him : 
Now the day is come,all the gueſtsare entred,the Arke is ſhut, & the windows of 
Heaven opened:I doubt not but many of thoſe ſcoffers, when they ſaw the violence 


—— 


they once denyed:But now as they formerly rejected God,ſo are they juſtly rejected | 


gone out,wee cry too late. While the Goſpell ſolicites us, the doores of the Arke are 
 open.if we neglectthe time of grace,in vaine ſhall we ſeek it with teares; God holds 
it NO mercy to pity the obſtinate. Others more bold than they, hope to over-runne 
the judgement, and climbingup tothe high Mountaines,looke downe upon the Wa- 
ters,with more hope than feare:and now when they ſee their Hills becomne Ilands, 
they climbup into the talleſt Trees;there with palenefſe and horror at once look for 
death.& ſtudy toayoydit, whom the waves over-take at laſt half dead with famine, 
andhalfe with feare. Lo now from the tops of the Mountaines they deſcry the Arke 
Ng upon the waters,and behold with enyie that which before they beheld with 
COINC, | ; 3\ 


| . In vaine doth he fly whom God purſaes. There is noway to fly from hisjudge- | 
ments,but to fly to his mercy by repenting. The Faith of the righteous cannot bee fo | 


much derided,as their ſuccefle 1s magnified : How ſecurely doth Noah ride out this 
 uproare of Heaven, Earth ad waters ! He heares the powring downe of the raine 
above his head; the ſhrieking of Men, androaring and bellowing of Beaſts, on both 
fides him; theraging and threats of the wavesunder him; he faw the miſerable ſhifts 
of the diſtreſſed unbeleeyers; and in the meane time firs quietly in his dry Cabbin, 
neither feeling, nor fearingevill : he knew that he which owed the waters, would 
ſteer him; that he who ſhut him in, would preſerve him.How happy a thing is Faith? | 
; what a quiet ſafety,whata heayenly peace dothir worke in the ſoule, in the midſt of 
{ all the inundations of evill? | 
| Now whenGod hath fetchr againe all the life which he had given tohis unworthy 
creatures, and reduced the worldunto his firſt forme wherein waters were over the 


| Tohaye contiquedthe Deluge long, had beene to puniſh Noah, that was righteous. 
After forty dayes therfore,the Heavens cleare up,after an hundred and fifty the wa- 
ters inke downe : How ſoone is God weary of puniſhing, which is never weary of 
bleſſing ! yer maynotthe Arke reſt ſaddenly. If we didnor ſtay ſome-while- under 


his priſon;he was fafe in ir,but pentup; hethatgavehim life by it, yow thinkes time 
to give him liberty out of it. one Few. «nar acereed | 


God doth not reveale all things to his beſt ſervants:behold;He that told Noah an 


of God: Ere vengeance begin, repentance is ſeaſonable; but if jadgement be once | 


Gods hand,we ſhould not know how ſweer his mercy is, and how greatour thanke- 
Ffulnefle ſhould be:The Arke though it was Noabs Fort againſt the waters; yetit was | 


CI 


— 


face of the Earth, it was time fora renoyation of all things to ſucceed this deſtrudis. | 


hundredand twenty. yeares before, what day he ſhould goinro the Arke, yetforerels 
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L1s. Tl. Of the Deluge. | a> | 
A | him not now inthe Arke what day the Arke ſhould reſt upon the Hills,& he ſhould] | 
goe forth, Noah therefore ſends out his intelligencers, the Xevey, and the Dove; | | 
whoſe wings in that vaprous ayre might eaſily deſcry further then his ſight : The | 
| Raven of quicke ſent,of grofle feed,of tough conſtitution;no Fowle was fo fit for dil- 
covery;the likelieſt things alwayes ſucceed not.He neither will yenture far into that 
ſolitary worldfor feare of want, nor yet come into the Arke for love of liberty ; but 
houers about in uncertainties. How many carnall mindes flye ont of the Arke of | 
| | Gods Church;and imbrace the preſent world: rather chooſing to feed upon the un- | 
| favoury carcaſfes of ſinful] pleaſures, then to be reſtrained within the ſtraight liſts of 
Chriſtian obedience. | | 
The Dove 15 ſent forth, a Fowle,both ſwift and ſimple. Shee like a true Citizen of | 
p | the Arke, returnes; and brings faithfull notice of the continuance of the Waters, by 
her reſtlefſe and empty returne;by her Olive leafe,of the abatement : how worthy | 
are thoſe Meſſengers to be welcome,which with innocence in their lives,bring glad | 
{ | rydings of peace and falyation,in their mouthes ! h | | 
| Noah rejoyces and beleeves, yer ſtill hee waits ſeven dayes more:It is not good | 
to devoure the favours of God too greedily;bur to take themin,that we may digeſt 
| them. Oſtrong faith of Noab, that was not weary with this delay ; ſome man 
would have ſo longed for the open ayre after ſo long cloſeneſſe, that upon the | 
firſt notice of fafery he would have uncovered, and voyded the Arke;Noah 
| ſtayes ſeven dayes cre he will open;and well neere two Moneths ere he 
| will forſake the Arke; and not then, unlefſe God, that commanded to _ 
enter, had bidden Kim depart. There is no aftion good with , | | 
1 out Faith : no Faith without a word. Happy isthat man, 
which in all things ( negle&ing the counſels of 
fleſh and blood) depends upon the 


| commiſlion of his Maker, 
| | *,* 


A— 


CELIA inns a or 


- x 
men es ERS 1" DSI apa == 


1 


an tn, od Br eng er DIGI A Ee rr I rs He I OE 
= & F . TY 


F 
Le plot OTE og, a oe pane b rs —apypoyss =» - «3 A res. 
- rr T-I age þ es * %. —_ -< * , Þ -<& A ond younonens 4 - - 
: 4 _ . ”» T4 ”" _——paT oY, « a - 4 1 PR 
> 06; 07 NS awe Sa n _- te OBE SS LIES 2+. * Me oe bo» 4 <#..0 aa . my - - 
"5 # - 5 I» s ,”" $2824 " y ont” TEA 
” 2.4 <3. p* = E 2. % 6 os - »*< - 7% pp =uÞ Sy by X, py % X 4 ol ; LG _ ” torn eos, eee, arg S—_— - - a 
, - " » kf < [P - Y o - Payee » mthoqs 1 es < IP * p, © nant 4 < we m4 - : 
* Ip RN __ 4 by -. 6. —_— "_ Tay” 4 i % a -—__—— Cs - Ro 
. - : => y . .- , - ”y A - 8 - oe - . 
> - Y wo 6.) - Yee mM g "op" ; pry v4 5 a 
- LEE Mos 65. IS E372 AE es 27 ;” DR Ro - © Ze 5+ , : 4 | 
_ 4s 4 IR. by - KS >. —_— pE __ _ _ - > > 400th, 44 * . 
A 5 PI " "Y s Tore - . pt &. __ f _—_ ry F 
2 = p< on A A RT os wy ” . 
yy__ 7 t « an wt » al « bi. 4 
” ' J . PU a A © q 
: - >. 


4 —_— — w £ 
- 6x7 2 ry FR "oj _—__ wh - p 
pack > 7 PRES > = Tet 4H, —_— «So PO IE ON An A wee 
bo - 4. 24," og 09) the . : 0 a | 
ES: 25-0 = W 2 _ A on ” - . "RE _ I , 
: "2; r : oP f, I = as 3 2s. 
_ n yp" g 4 <a Ye 6 - 


NE Ce pom LT, 
7 
- 
OO. 


2 <: - oa 
+ Senn reread. — 
"Ts 64 
Ln, Sd 
_ — os 
SAEPE EE I 


& - 
Y4 
i 
bv: 
TY 
Wt | 
\ - 
4 Ft 
* 389 
3 
RA «4 

: 

1 


Rn _—_  - Om __—  _ — -——_—__— - 7 29> on og—_ - = . 


| 
F 
| 
: 
: 


'v 


+ 


<- un om - 3% 
—THEVERS”; a A Eno WIEN I 
— 


gu, Pn,» 


% 6 # 
, 


f 


xr 
i fy. 


«. * 


* 1189} 101 bltov, 


3T9r{3 Ava 
JN 545 


J 


1? 


YIQ&Y 36013 CI -;; 
'Y y 
1105 ito) 


—_ 
ESO EIA = 


F 
© 
! 


d: 
þ Lit. 
Yo 286518 » © 


- 


a5 
Dado r:: 


v41'91 


* 
- 
$11 
| 
L 
. 
” 


T9070 OEIO 
bis 


CY 
x 


eI wal 


, 


PRny \ 


K 


#Þ; 


| One WITS nat I ne” 594%, tee no, 


BS woot a4 


POW 7 et rin po 


- aS< 


w—_ 


M0 999-19” 


IE — 


> 


£ _ ELIS D—_ 


* & 4 " 

- | >: 2 yn: _ 

k way a4 bs ” 
SIRENS Een IR 
- we a” _ 
on CY. OF og REI 

_ xg math ge FE JET 4 Cc a : i - WT 'S. 4.6 

ities wy T_T G . a ——_ O—_— NE IR.: Bo ES. + : 4 2 Ee Cop 2h S by ooo, goo Wo 
ro fo upagn ne TY P* _0 Coy 1 $2 #8 $3 Sq” 3 WS. > p > £ 


- ny S5 Ta us a 9 % - : +. " x > #-; XA 
{= ww . bros, S& —_ IR na en rate 200g V 

% 4 hy £ _ - ad 

_ oo a 


' = ant iupueeree. 
PE ES re Sag 


Kt - , / 
; I IT CAE En 0 ab I» 
: AR k —— ES I "4 
wer Oo WWE Gn a 2 ELLEN EE P a 
mo F m_—y y — —— — — — ——  —_— 
' AY Y : : - . 
—_ _— OE Rn by » 3p 22: rot evi + "as Be, 2 - OE EY” eo 


g x ” b; 
> NT at | 
vw al os ib 


he GS Ben Ie Dn ae. ” 
on oh < IL ih at yen, cow, 
- 7 


4 ky 
MW, a5 AG 
S <> 5 
POL ne, — 


—_ EE ns 


- - » _—_ 
, - mz - 


——— 


' 
- 


, and Deane 


Ons 
nite 


. 


Hatt, D. of Div 


} 


#» 


| 


”- 
» 
" 


BOOKE 
of VV ORCESTER. 
d at Londov in the yeare 163 4 


Þ 


Contemplar 


HE SECOND| 


Imprinte 


Noan 
Babell. 


ABRAHAM 
[ s a acſacrificed. 
| L o T and Sodome 


C 
| 
2 
| 
By Jos. 


o—_— 
IE I 


4 


—— 
; wat. A Wo ns td Lin ond _ - _— n Is L20N > 
a : 4 « - T Are SHE." 
rs Rs 


” 
__— CCC 


: 


| | 


piling, the lrange varietie of memora ble occarrences : eAndif 


the delight be ſuch,what ſhall the profit be eſteemed of that which | 


\ 


HONOVRABLE 
THE LORD STAN HOPE, 


ONE OF HIS MAIESTIES MOST 
HONOVRABLE PRIVY COVYVNCELLDL, 


_eAll (rrace and Happineſſe. 


—_ — 


Right Honorable, 
A ET: Durſt appeale to the judgement of a carnall| 
| Reader let him not be prejudicate) that there | 
ji #10 Hiſtory ſo pleaſant as the Sacred. Set aſrae |, 
1 the eAajeſtie of the Fuditer;, none can com- | 
ID pare with it for the NM agnificence and eAn-| 
XXZD quity of the M atier,the ſmeetneſſe of com- 


was written by G O D for the ſalvation of Men * Iconfeſſe_, 
nothouphts did ever more ſweetly fleale <M ee and T ime away, 
then thoſe which F have imployed in this ſubjet,and F hope, none 
can equally benefit others * for , if the meere relation of theſe ho- 
by things be profitable, how much more when it tz reduced to uſe_* 
Thr 5 ths th of the World repaired, F dedicate to your Lord- 
ſhip,wherein you ſhall ſee Noah as weake in hu T ent,as ftrong in 


the eArke; an ungratious Sonne reſerved from the Deluge to b1s| 
__ Fathers| _ 


am. 
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| Fathers curſe : modeſt piety rewarded with bleſſings :the building 
| of Babel bepunne in pride,cnded in confuſion; Abrahams Faith, 
| Feare,Obedience_ ; Iſaac bound upon the eAltar under the hand: 
of a Father that hath forgotten both nature and all his hopes, $0- 
| dom burning with a double fire, from Hell, and from Heaven: 
Lot reſcued from that impure (jitie-, yet after finding Sodom 
in his (ave : Every one of theſe paſſages us not more full of won- 

der then of edification. That Spirit which bath penned all theſe 
things for our learninp,teach ustheir right uſe: and ſandifee theſe 
my unworthy «Meditations to the good of his ([hurch. To whoſe 


abundant grace F humbly commend your Lordſhip. 


Your Lordſhips unfainedly 


devoted in all due 
obſervance, 


Jos. Harr. 
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2 ) Goher is io come oit of che Atke, Mir te builds aluAltiy: y it 

4h houſe for hitmſelfe,but an Alear to the Lord: Our faith will &per 

telehias ropreferre God to our ſelys,Delayetd thankfala&ſs'4s bt 

q wotthy of iccepraris, Of thoſe few creatuids that are left,Gul tritaft 

Jl '—ps ſome; they' areall his7'yer his goodralſe will bive Mag know 

ST that iewashee, for whole lake they were preſerved; Itwas a privi- 

dee veſfy briit creatures, that:they were ſaved from the Witers;to be 9ffe- 
oat in fire urt6God:Whit a'favour isit to men, robereſerved from common des 


'LoethislirelefreofNvak/throughthtivertne of bis faithpurked the world/and 
aſcendeup inividoſe hedvengfroinwhiltyhie warts fel;Sccanſtd X glorious Rains 


bows roeppears thirein for Mis TeouririecAlche fins 'ofebeFarmer world-wers rior (5 
unſayoury unto God, asthis ſthoaks was pleafant. No'petfinjie cat be t6 fWeer as the 
tol; obedience of the faithful. Now Gotthatwas befexbanmoyed with the ill favour 
of fine Neſt ayoer favour dfrefiBehoid Here a mewhnd: Tecond/telF:iFlrR 


eyes 
Tas hedoth RiHfFinhis bleſied \ peondbuodrograt are'as reallwords the ſoule; The 


Burwhoworldlbokeafiernd!this; rohavefommd righreous Noh, the Father of 
verthirow'Hini! preſerved fromthe waters? Thar hewho conle not be tain- 
newfiline ofthis mn? Whkiture WE ment weibe biizour Blves WhileGodtpholds 


verthrow us. What living man ever had ſo noble proofes of the mercy,of the-juſtice 
of lane b tporyortia; WHzidaat had fo piaoious appto- 


Haiti} Ll S poypbtiin heowamekandechel therwbntgt vas: Upon] 


wolldrejncl tiff abrvenidatiotAneSdf chanrRle which h&ldrd 
aADNilch'he EWonitleritibdifortin:Gdls hatch kdenhbvenc fendeifor ſinzbb iny 
femiry't” Whithiofthel batins hiverhorencedontchatutheredf they ard albiunebtla 


of their obedience:If we hadnor ſich parternes who could-choolſt butdapunerbric 
ſight ofhis finnes ? 


Yet we find Noah drunkenburonee. One a&can no more makea good heartun- | 


| righreous,then a trade of finne can ſtand with regeneration: but when T looke to the 


_ effect 
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God 
reſted from making he Woildmow he refts from deftroping froEven whit we cealE | 
- | noo vitend, heiceafesfromi a publike' revenge. -Hiowordiwas Gown: 40 wittall | 
3 | heegives afion SGH f which may ſpeake the trmhWiofhis promlecorhe ver 

1 


Rain-bow is the'pldge of olir(afety; "Whith: even naturally (ipnifies tho enu bf 's | 
ſhowerllthe res of Gods: inltinntivriare proper, and figuificantil 12 | 


the hew/Wortdoly1 me ack] hiseenr>} Who would inks that whe: ſhould o- | 
coewath the ror eh rap 3 of the formet world; ſhoale begin theigxample of a | 
46,116 t@&ptariontan moteaivtienheledvesnsrhdmrapiation Woo weake robs | 
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| ; "4 ® ” , - N Lad * ; ; 
\ herdinnes mayelbawebuthide ir:this diſplayes ibro-tlie world, Hdamhadno fob. 
ver ſiened burke By pet abhocted his owne naktduclls, Reking "tg lug Fever 


Noeh hadno ſooner finned, bur he diſcovers his qe hath not ſo much 


| more then ſix hundred-ye ety ha 'modeſMy concealed; he that gives him- ! 
ſelfe ro wine 15 not his owne: what ſhall we thinkeof this vice, which robs a man of! 
 himſelEand layes a beaſt in his roome? N#4hs nakednefle is ſeen in wine,itis no unu-' 


 fetions,and ſhew thoſe wehare,toothers.eyes;ſo wanld God Have ir,that we mi ghr 


nefſe which moved usto diſcover. Noahis uncovered; butin the midlt of hiszowne 
Tent: It had been finful:though no man had ſeene it:unknowne fins have their guilt 
and ſhame and arc juſtly attended withknownepuniſhments.Ungracious Cham ſaw 
from-whichhc-hadhis being, ſhould have begottert in him a ſeccer horror; 
cipnhow: many gracelefſe. men, make ſport at the cauſes ofthejr huqniliaric 

had Noah given him life.;-yerneither the name ofa Father, and ſer, } 
nox-yermeconld ſhield him from the contermpr:of his owne. , I ſee thar even © 
Arke maymonitſh Monfters;fome filthy: toads may ;lye -undex,ithe flones- of 
Temple. ; God preferves lorze-menin jidgement;;; Better had it btn 
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rm; finds:1tin his 
vhs; 
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effect of this ſinne,I cannot bur bluſh and wonder ; Loethis fin is worſe thenſin; O-! A!! 


rule of himſelfe, as to & 3 - One houres dar kemefle Yewrayes thar,which j 


 ſuall qualiry,in this exceſſe rodiſcloſe ſecrets; drunkennefſe doth Both make impers- | 


| be double aſhamed,both of thoſe weakenefſes which we diſcover,and of that weak- | | 


It and [atighed, his fathers ſhame ſhould have bin his; the deformity of thoſe parrs | 


baye periſhed;ntbeyaters, rhento live unto his:Fathers curſej Nat cc [ 
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Wow loone are men and finnes multiplyed? within one hundred yeares 
* 4 BY the Worldis as full of both, asif there had beene no Deluge. Though 
- men conldnot bur ſee the fearfull monumentsof the ruine of theirAn- 
ceſtors,yet how quickly had they forgotten a flood ? Good Neb lived 


times repented to have beene preſerver of fome , whom he ſaw to traduce the vices 


of the formerWorld,to the renued.It conld nor bur grieve him to ſee the deſtroyed 
Gyants revive out of his owne loynes , andro ſee themof his fleſh and blood tyran- | 


nize over themſelves.In his ſight Nimrod caſting off the awe of his holy Grandfather 
grew imperious and crudll, and made his owne kinſtnen ſervants. How eafje a thing 
tis for a great ſpirit robe the headof a faftion ; when eyen brethren willſtoope to 


ſervitude. And now when menare combined together, evill and preſimprtuons mo- | 


tions finde encouragement in multitudes ; andeach mat takes a pride in ſeeming 


Þ, 


forwardeſt:weare the cheerfuller mgood when wee have the affiſtanceof company; 


much more in ſinning,by how much we are more prone to evill then good. Ir wasa | 


proud word:Come let us build us a Citie and a Tower whoſe top may reach to Heaven. 
They were newly come downe from the Hils untothe Playnes , and now thinke 

of raiſing up an Hill,of building in the Plaine:when their Tents were pitched npon 

the Mountaines of .Armenra , they were as neere to Heaven as their Tower conld 


| make them;but their ambition muſt needs aſpire ro an height of their owne raiſing, 
Pefde isever diſcontented.andiſtill ſeekes matter of boaſting inher owneworkes. | 
How fondly doe men reckon without God,Come,let ws build; Asit there had been 


no ſtopbur in their owne will: As if both Earthand time hadbeene theirs : Still doe 
all naturall men build Babel forecaſting their owne plots ſo reſolutely , as if there 
were no power to countermand them:It is juſt with God that peremptorie deter- 


minations ſeldome proſper : whereas thoſe things whichare fearfully,and modeſtly | 


undertaken, commonly ſucceed. 


Ler us build us a Citie. If they had taken God with them , it had beene commen- | 


dable ; eſtabliſhing of focieries is pleafing ro him thar is the God of order : But a 
Tower whoſe top may reach to Heaven,was a ſhamefull arrogance, an impious pre- 
ſumption. Who would thinke that wee little Ants that creepe upon thisEarth,ſhould 


| thinke of climbing up to Heaven, by multiplying of Earth ? 


Prideever lookes atthehigheſt : the firſt Man wonld know as God, theſe would 
dwel as God.Couctoufnes & Ambition know no limits. And what if they had reacht 
up to Heaven?ſome Hils are as high as they could hope to be,and yetare no whit the 
better; no place alters the condition of Nature : an Angell is glorious, though he be 


upon earth:and Man it but earth,though hebe above the clouds: The neerer they had | 


been to Heaven,the more ſubje& ſhould they have beento the violences of Heaven; 


to thanders,lightenings,and thoſe other higher inflammations; what had this beene, | 


but to thruſt themſelves into the hands of the reyenger of all wicked infolencies? 


| God loves that Heaven ſhould be look at,and affe&ted with all humble defires,with | 
| the holy ambitions of faich , not wich the proud imaginations of our owne 


atchievements. 


But wherefore was all this ? Not that they loved ſo mach to bee neighbours to | 
heaven, as tobee famous upon earth;It was not commodity that was here ſought, | 


not ſafety;bur glory:whither dorh not thirſt of fame carie men, whether in good or 
evill ? It makes them ſeek to climbe to heaven , ic makesrhem not feare to runne 


downe headlong to hell: Even inthe'beſt things defire of praiſe ſtands in compet1- | 
tion with conſcience, and brags' rohave themore clients. One builds a templeto 


Diana,in hope of glory, intending ir-for one of the great wonders of the World, an- 
other in hope of Fameburnesit. He' isa rare'man thar hathnot fome Babe! of his 
owne;whereon hee beſtowes paines and coſt,onely robe talked of. If they had done 


better things ina vaine-glotious pttrpoſe their a had been accurſed ; if Oy 208 
0s I OS —  buiſe 


; 4 ea. PEGSEPESSE . a 
OT CETIY a A. ot tl «4. A. —_ <4 —_—_ 


[ 4 


to ſee theWorld both populous,and wicked againe;and doubtlefſe oft- | 
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built houſes to God,if they had ſacrificed,prayed, lived well;the intent poyſons the A 
action:bur now both the a(t & the purpoſe are equally vaine,andthe iſſue is as vaine 
as either. | 
God hath a ſpeciall indignation at prideaboye all finnes,and will croſſe our ende- 
vours,not for that they are evill (what hurt could been laying one bricke upon an- 
other?)but for that they are proudly undertaken : He could have hindred the laying 
ofthe fir{t ſtone;8: might as eafily have made a trench for the foundation, the grave 
of the builders:bur he loyes to ſee what wicked men would doe: & tolet fooles run 
themſelyes out of breath:what monument ſhould they have had of their owne mad- 
neſſe,andhis powerfull interruption,if the wals hadriſen to no height? Toſtop them 
thenin the midſt of theircourſe,he medles not with either their hands, or their feer, 
| but their rongues;not by pulling them out,not by looſing their ſtrings , not by ma- | 
king them ſay nothing, but by teaching them to fay too much : Here 1s nothing va- 
ried but the ſoundof Letters; even this fruſtrates the worke,and befooles the work- | 
men:How eaſfje it is for God ten thouſand wayes to correct & foreſtall the greateſt 
projects of memHe that taught Adam the firſt words, taught them words that never 
were. One cals for bricke , the other lookes him 1n the face, and wonders whathe 
commands, and how and why he ſpeakes ſuch words as were never heard; and m 
ſtead thereof brings him morter , returning him an anſwere as little vnderſtood: 
each chides with other,exprefſing his choler , ſoas hee onely canunderſtand him- 
ſelfe: From heat they fall ro quier inrreaties,but ſtill with the ſame ſuccefle. Ar firſt 
every man thinkes his fellow mocks him: but now perceiving this ſerjons confuſion, 
their onely anſwer was filence, andceaſing ; they could not come together, for no 
man could call rhem to bee underſtood; and if they had afſembled, nothing conld be 
determinedbecauſe one could never attameto the others purpoſe : No, they could 
not have the honourof a generall diſmiſſion , but each man leaves his Trowell and 
ſtation , more like a foole then hee undertooke 1t : So commonly actions begun in 
glory,ſhut up in ſhame. All externall ations dependupon the tongue : No man can 
know anothers minde, if this bee not the interpreter ; hence, as there were many | 
tongues givento ſtay the building of Babel,ſo there were as many given to build the 
new Ierufalem,the Euangelicall Church.How deare hath Zabelcoſt all theword? Ar 
the firſt, when there was but one language,men did ſpend their time 1n Arts;(fowas 
| 1t requiſiteat the firſt ſerling of the world)and ſo cameearly to perfection, but now 
we ſtay ſo long ( ofneceſlitie )uponthe ſhell of tongues, that wee can hardly have 
time to chew the ſweet kernell of knowledge : Surely men would have growne too 
proud,if there had beeneno Babel: It fals out oft-times that one ſinne isa remedy of 
a greater. DivitGon of tongues mult needs ſlacken any worke : Multiplicitie of lan- 
age had not beene given by the Holy Ghoſt, fora bleſſing tothe Church , if the 
world had not beene before poſſeſſed with multiplicitie of languages for a puniſh-_ 
ment:Hence it is, that the building of our Sion riſes nofaſter , becauſe our tongues | 
are divided ; Happy were the Church of God, if weall ſpake butone language: 


Whiles we difter,wecan build nothing but Babe!;difference of tongues cauſed their 
Babel to ccaſe, but it builds ours. 


Of ABRanan, 


2» T was fit that he whichſhould bethe Father and patterne of the faithful, 
5 ſhouldbe throughly tryed:forin a ſer copie every fault is important,ard 
may prove a rule oferrour:of tentrials which Abraham paſſed , the laſt | 

was the foreſt : No ſonne of ©4braham can hope toeſtape temptations, 
while he ſees thatboſom , in which he defires to-reſt , fo aſſaulted with difficulties; | 
braham muſt leayehis Countrey,and kinred,and live amongſt ſtrangers;The cal- 
ling ofGodneverleavesmen, where it findes them; The carth isthe Lords, and all 
Places are alike tothe wiſe and faithfull:IFChaldea had not been grofſely idolatrous 

Abraham had rot leftir, no bond muſt ticus ro the danger of infe&ion. - 
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{' L1s,[l. Of ABRanaM. : 
\ |. But whither muſt hee goe?to a place he knew not,to.men that knew nothim:it is 
enough comfort toagood man, whereſoever he js, thathie is acquainted with God; 
we are neyerout ofenr way,while wefollow the calling of God.Never any man loſt 
by hisphedience tothe Higheſt;becauſe Abrahams yeelded,God gives him the pol- 
ſeſſionof Canaan:T wonder more at his faichin rakingthis poſſeſſion;then in leaving 
| his owne; Behold, 45rahars takes poſſeſſion for that Seed which he had not ; which 
in nature he was not like to have ; ofthat Land whereof hee ſhould not have one. 
foot, wherein his Seed ſhould not be ſetled of almoſt five hundred yeares after: The 
power of faith can preyent time,and make future things preſent ; if wee be the true 
ſonnes of Abraham, wee hayealready(while wee ſojourne here onearth) the poſſeſ- 
fionof our Land of Promiſe:while we ſeeke our Countrey,we have it. Le 
Yet eyenCanaan dothnot afford him bread , which yet hee muſt beleeve ſhall 
flow with 'milke and honey to his Seede : ſenſe muſt yeeld ro faith ; woe were us, 
if wee muſt;judge of our future eſtate by the preſent : Fgypt gives reliefe to 4bra- 
ham when Canaan cannot. Inontward things,Gods enemies may fare better then his | 
friends: Thriſe had Xgypt preſerved the Church of God, in Abraham , in 1acob, in 
Chriff;God oft-times makes uſe of the wo1ld,for the behoofe of his; though without 
their thankes:ascontrarily hee uſes the wicked for ſcourges to his owne inheritance, 
and burnes them; becauſe in his good they intended eyill. | 
But what a change 1s this ? Hitherto hath Sarah bin Abrahams wife, now Fgypt 
hath made her his ſiſter; feare hath turned him from a huſband ro a- brother ; No | 
ſtrength of faith can exclude ſome doubtings:God hath faid,I will make rhee a great 
Nation; Abrahams (z1th,the Xgyprians will kill me : He thar lived by his faith , yer 
fbrinketh, and finneth. How vainely ſhall we hope to beleeve without all feare, and 
to hive without infirmities ? Some little aſperfions of unbelicfe cannot hinder the 
praiſe and power of faith z Abraham beleeyed, andit was imputed to him for righ- 
teouſneſſe.Hee that through inconſideratenes doubred twiſe of his ownlite,doubted | 
not of the life of his Seed, even from the dead and dry wombe of Sarah, yet was it 
more difficult thathis Poſteritie ſhould live in Sarah , then that Sarahs huſband 
{houldlivein Xgypt: This was above nature,yet he beleeyes it. Sometimes the be- 
leeyer ſticks at eaſie trials,and yet breakes through the greateſt temptations withour | 
feare : Abraham was old ere thispromile and hope of a ſonne ; and ſtill the older, | 
the more uncapable:yet God makes him waite twenty five yeares for performance. | 
No time 1s long to faith ; which had: learned to deferre hopes without fainting | 
and irkefomeneſle. 

Abraham heard this newes fromthe Angell, andlaughed : Saraheard it, and } 
laughed:they didnot more agree in theirdefire , then differ in their afte&ion : 4- 
braham laughed for joy ; Sarafor diſtruſt : Abraham laughed, becauſe he beleeved it 
| would be ſo; Sarah, becauſe ſhe beleeved it couldnot bee fo : the fame act varies in 
the manner of doing, and the intention of the doer : Yer Sarah laught but within 
her ſelfe, and 1s bewraied : How God can finde us our in ſecret finnes ! how eafily | 

did ſhee now thinke , that he which couldknow ofher inward laughter,could know 
of her conception!S: now ſhe that laughed,and beleeyed nor, beleeveth and feareth. | 
| - What a lively patterne doelT ſee in Abraham and Sarah, of a ſtrong faith , and | 
weake!lofſtrong in Abraham,and weake in Sarah:She ro make God goodof his word 
to Abraham, knowing her owne barrenneſſe,ſubſtitutes an Hagar;andinan ambition | 
of Seed perfivades to Polygamy. Abraham had never looked to obtaine the promile | 
by any other thena barren wombe,if his owne wife hadnot importuned him to take | 
another : when our own apparent means faile , weake faith is purto the ſhifts ; and 
projetts ſtrangedevices of her owne,to attaine the end. Shee will rather conceiveby | 
another wombe, then be childlefle : whenſhee heares of an impoſſibilitic to nature, 
{hee doubteth,and yer hides her diffidence, and when ſhe muſt beleeve, feareth, be- 
cauſe ſhe d1d diſtruſt: 4brabaw heares and beleeves,, and expeds and rejoyces ; he 
faith not,T am old and weake ; $ar«h isold andbarren; where are the many Narions | 
that ſhall come from theſe withered loynes? It is enough to him that God hath faid 

itchee ſees not the meanes,he ſees the promiſe. He knew that God wouldrather raiſe 
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that might not endure a mocke from his brother, muſt now endure the knife of his 
' Farher;T ake thine onely ſonnc aac whom thou loveſt and getthee to the Landof Moriah, 


9 2 raid I ſy.; 
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 (ontemplations, Urs. HI 


himup ſeed fron the yery ſtones that be trod upon ,' ther himſelfe ſhould wanta 
large and happy iſſue. | ys Sfbes 
There is no faith wherethere is either meanesor hopes. Difficulties and impoſh- 
bilicies are the true objeds of beliefe:Hereupon Gods addes to his name, that which 
hee wonldferch from his loynes , and made his name as ample as his poſteritic : ne- 
ver any man was a loſer by beleeving : Faithis ever recompencedwithglory, |} 
Neither is 4braham content onely to wait for God , but to ſmart for him : God 
bids him cuthis owne fleſh ; he willingly facrifices this parcell of his ſkin and blood | 
tohim that was the owner ofall: How glad he is tocarrie this painfull marke of the | 
love of his Creator ? How forward to ſeale this coyenant with blood , betwixr Ged | 
& him? not regarding the ſorenefle of his body, in compariſon of the confirmation 
of his ſoule.The wound was not fo grievous as the fignification was comfortable.For 
herein heſaw , that from his loynes ſhould come that bleſſed Seed, which ſhould 
purge his ſoule from all corruption. Well is that part ofus loſt,which may give aſſu- 
rance of the ſalvation of the whole ; our faith is not yer ſound, if it have not taught 
us toneglect paine for God,and more to loye his Sacraments, then our owne fleſh. 


Of Isaac ſacrificed. 


Ut all theſe arebuteaſie taſkes of Fairh:all ages have ſtood amazedat the 
next ; not knowing whether they ſhould more wonder at Gods com- 
mand, or Abrahams obedience : Many yeares had that good Patriarch 
waited for his 1ſa«c;now at laſt hee hathjoyfully received him , and thar 
with this gratious acclamation ; 1» Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed becalled,and all Nations bleſſed. 
Bchold,the ſonneÞf his Age,the ſonne of his Love, the ſonne of his Expectation, he 


DJs 


DA a 
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and offer him here for a burnt offering. 3 


poſtulated with God ? What ? Doth the God of mercies now begin to delight in | 
blocd?Is it poſſible that Murder ſhould become Piety ? Or if thou wilt needs take | 
pleaſure in an humane ſacrifice, 1s there none bur 7ſaac fit for thine Altar, none bur | 


Abraham to offer him ? Shall theſe hands deſtroy the fruits of mine owne loynes? 'D by 
 ConTl not be faithiullunlefle I be unnatural!? Or if I muſt needs bee the monſter of | | 


all Parents,will not Iſmael yer be accepted?O God where is thy mercy; where is thy 
juſtice?Haſt thou given me butone onely ſonne,and muſt I now flay him ? Why did 
{ wait fo long for him ? Why didſtrhou give him me? Why didfſt thon promiſe mee 
a bleſſing in him?What will the Heathen fay,when they ſhall heare of this infamons 
maflacre 2 How can thy Name,and my profeſſion eſcape a perpetuall blafphemie ? 
With what face ſhall I looke upon my wife $ar4h , whoſe ſonne I have murdered? | 
How thall ſhe entertaine theExecurioner of Iſaac? Or who willbeleeve, thar I did 
this from thee? How ſhall not all the World ſper ar this holy cruelty, and fay, There 
goes the man that cut the throat of his owne ſonne. Yet jf he were an ungracious or 
rebcllious child,his deſerts might give ſome colour to this violence: bur to lay hands 
on fo dearc,{o duritull,ſo hopefull a ſonne,is uncapable of all pretences. 

Bur grant that thou which art the God of Nature,mayſt either alter or negle& it; 
what (hall I fay tothe truthof thy promiſes ? Can thy Juſtice admit contradiftions? 
Can thy decrees be changeable? Canſt thou promiſe and difappoint ? Cantheſe two 
[tand rogether,7/aac ſhall live to be the father of Nations;and Iſaac thall now dye by 
the handofhis Father?when 7ſaacis once gone, where is my ſeed, where is my bleſ- 


fing?O God,if thy commands and purpoſes be capable of alteration, alter this bloo- | 
dy ſentenceand let thy firſt word ſtand. 


| ſpaketo an Abraham,and Abrahtm knew thathe had todoc with a God : Faith had 


Theſe would have been the thoughts ofa weake heart - But God knew that he 


taught him not toargue,but obey.In a holy wilfulneſſe he either forgers Nature, or | 
__ bE deſpiſes 
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Neverany gold wastryed in ſo hota fire. Who but Abraham would not have ex- | 
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| Lnnkli Of Ieaingenjlnd, | ooy | 
| A | defpiſesher, he 1s ſare'thirwhar Gad-commandl, is . that whathe: promiſes is | | | 


—_— 


ryingthatborden which muſt carie him? oo 0 23H 
\- Bur if Abrahams hearrcould have knowne how to relent. , that queſtion of his. 


infallihle.audtrherefore is-carelefſe:of themeanes and muſfts:rotme end; : © 


o \ . - 


| _ ' Inimattersof God whoſoever conſults with fleband blood-thall never offerup 


4115 I{auc taiGad;; there needs no: counſellor when wee.know: Ga is. the Cominan- 


ferhimſamichas tobe forie for that hee muſtdge. Sarah her ſelfe may not know 
of Gods charge , andher biftands purpoſe, left her affe&ionſhoukd have overcame 


God and dye: That which he multdoe, hewylldoe; he that hathilearned nortare- 
much rendemneſſe to. reſpe& the cenfaresand conftractians of others, when wee have 


a direc word from God: The good Patriarch rifes:carly', and addreffes himſelferro 
his fad journey. Andinow manſthe travel] three whole dayes| tothis execution; and 


ftilſmnfr-/ſaas be:mbis eye,whom all thiswhile heſeemes to fee:bleeding upon the | 
pile of Woad which hee caries ; there ts nothing fo miſerable:as: tw dwelbunder the | 


expecattionofa greatevill;Fhat miſery which muſtbee,s mitigated with fpeed.and 


aggravated with delay. All chis while it _46rahav: hadrepented hmhee had leiſiwe 
toreturne: There'1s no:{mall tryall, even-in'the very tame of tryal}:now when they 
arecome-withn fight of the choten Mountaine, the ſervants are difmifſed ; what-a 
devotion is this tharwill abide no: witneffes ? he will not ſuffer two of his. owne | 
 Vaſſalsto fee himdoe'thar,which foone after all the world muſt know hefath-done; 
yet is mor £:4brabamaiiand of that pretiegwhich the beholders coukd nor fee without 
horror , without refiſtance , which no care could heare of without. abomination. 
What ſtranger could have.endured to:{certhe Father carie the knife and fire, inſtru- 
ments of that death,which.hee hac rather ſuffer then inflict? The fonne ſecurely car- 


deare,innocent.and religious ſonne had melted ic incocampatſiion; Ay Father , Bee 
hold the fire and the word;but where & the fucrifice? | know not whetherthat word, wy 
Father, did not ſtrike \4braham as. deepeas the knife/ of 4braham:could ſtrike -his 
fonne yetrdochhe nor-fo muchas.thm 


and where hee meant not ,propheſies,:<ACy ſore , God (ball provide' a Lambe forthe 

burnt: ering. TASK & F $(4 THE It Vit 36s T6 HINKLE LOTS SS ALL: * PTY, 
The heavie tidings was loath 'to:come forth : It was a deathito. Abraham to fay 

what he muſt doe:He knowes his owne fairh to a&trhis,he knowes not Iſaacs to en- 


ſumed; he heares(nor withour aftoniſhment)the ſtrange command of God,the finall 
will of his Father: My fonne thou arr the Lambe which God hath provided for this 


burnt-offering:If my blood would:have excuſed thee, how many thouſand times 
| had I rather ro give chee mine owne life,chen take thime!Alas,I amfull of dayes,and 


now of longlivednorburm'thee; Thou mighteſthave preſerved rhe life of thy Fa- 


rhees barGodmuſt be obeyed. ; neither arrthon too deare for him that cals thee! 


thar God toyes thee aboveorhers , ſince he requires thee'alone tobe conſecratedim 
'facrifice to himſelfe; it nets nes | «= 15 0 
| Whocannot imagine with what perplexed mixtures of paſſions , with what 
changes of countenance,what doubts, what feares, what amazement , good Iſaac re- 
ceived this ſadden meſſage from rhe mouthofhis Father, how he queſtioned , how 


the Author was God, the aftor Abraham, the ation a facritice, hee now approves 
himſelfethe ſonne of 4braham;now he encourages the trembling hand ofhisFather; 


der;here is neither gradging nor deliberaring,nor delay ng;.His auth wonldnot fuf- 


her faith; leſt her weakneſſe now growneymportinate:; ſhould have ſaid, Diſobey 
gardithe liteofhis fonde;, had learned notto regard the:forrow of hiswife. Ir is:to6 | 


.thmke,(O:miferable-man,tharmay nor at oncebe | 
a Sorme tofucha God.,and Fathet to fack a Sonne: )Stillhe pertifts andconceales, | 


dure it. Bur now when aac hath helped to build rhe Altar,whereon he muſtbe con- | 


ther,and have' comforted his death,burthe God of us both hath choſen thee : He. 
thatgave thee unto me miraculouſly,bidsme by an nafuallmeanes returne theeunto |} 
him. Fneednortell:thee'; that I ſacrifice all my worldly/joyes , yea and my ſelfe in 


Come on:my[Sanne;reftorerhe'life thar God harh given thee by me: offer thy ſelfe 
| Ls theſe flames; fend up thy foule cheerfully uncothy glory ; and know 
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} hee pleaded? Butwhen he had ſomewhat digeſted his thoughts, and conſidered that } 
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.duty,and reſolution: he layes his facrifice upon the wood, which now beforechand 


| -: And now having kiſſed him his laſt,nor without mutuall reares ; he lifts up his 
| hand-to fetchthe ſtroke of death ar once,notſo much asthinking, perhaps:God will | 


| had ſeen(throughthe buſhes)the ſword of a Farher hanging over the throat of ſuch 


Rb: (Conteniplations: 1.0 


ay 


Di= I, | 


his hands and feet tothecords, histhroat totheknife, his body ro the. Altar ; and | 
growing ambitious of the Fword and fire , intrexts his Father to doe that , which he 

would have done thoughhehad diſfwaded him.O holy emulationof faith!Oblefſe® 
agtcement of the Sacrificer ,andOblation : Abraham is as ready to take;as Jſzac to | 
give ; hebinds thoſedeare hands which are more ftraitly boundwith the cords of | 


burnt inwardly with the heavenly fire of zeale and devotion. | 


relent after the firſtwound. Now the ſtay of 4brahaw, the hope of the Church, lyes 
on bleeding under the hand of a father , what bowels can chooſe but yearne at this 
ſpettacle?which of the ſayageſtHeathens that had bin now upen the hillof Moriah, 


a ſonne., would not have beene more perplexed in his thoughts , then that unex- | 
pected facrifice was in thoſe briers ? yet hee whom it neereſt concerned, is feaſt | 
touched; Faith hath wrought the ſame in him, which'crueltie would in others, Not 
to be. moved He contemnes all feares,and overlookes all impoſlibilities 5 Hrs hearr | 
tels him that the ſame hand which raiſed 7/aac from the dead wombe of Sarah, can 
raiſe him againe from the aſhes ofhis ſacrifice:with this confidence was the hand of | 
Abraham now falling upon the throat of 1ſaac,who had given himſelfe for dead, and 


him, commends him. + _.. : 

The voyce of God was never fo welcome, never ſo ſweet, never ſo ſeaſonable as 
now:It wasthe tryalltharGod intended, not rhe fa&t ; 1ſaac is facrificed, amd is yer | 
alive:andnow bath of them are more happy in that they would have done, thenthey ; 
could have been diſtreſſed ifthey had-done it. Gods charges are oft-times harfh in 


| the beginnings and proceeding , but in the concluſion alwayes comfortable : cmue'| 


 ſpirituall comforts are commonly late and ſudden : God defers on purpoſe , that our 


; 


EELIFIToSs «YE 


——— 


ttyals may be perfe&,our deliverance welcome,our recompenceglorions ;, 1ſaac had 
never beenefo precious to his father,if he had not been recovered from death; ifhe | 


had not been as miraculouſly reſtored, as given,:4braham had never beeneſobleſſed 


m his ſeed,ifhe had not neglected 1/aar for God. '-'! 

| Theonl y way to finde comfort in any earthly thing, is to ſurrender it(ina faith- 
tull careleſnefſe)mrothe hands of Gad. Abraham came to ſacrifice, he may not goe 

away with dry hands:God cannot abide that good purpoſes ſhould be fruſtrate Leſt 


eitherhe ſhould not doe that, for which hee came:or ſhould want meanes of ſpeedy 


| to foreſeethetrue 1ſacc in thar place offered todeath for his finnes, then to ſee the 


thanksgiving for ſo gracions a difappointment;Behold a Raw ſtands ready for the fa- 


| Beaſtzbrings him thither,faftens him there:Even in ſinall things there isa great pro- 
vidence;what myſteries there are in every a& of God!the onely Sonne of God upon 
this very hill , 181aid uponthe Altar of the Croſſe ; and fo becomes a true ſacrifice 
tor the world , that yet heis raiſed without impeachment, andexemptedfrom the | 


{ really offred,and accepted:One Saviour in two figures;in the one,dying; reſtored in 
the-other; So Abraham whiles he exerciſes his faith,confirmes it; andrejoyces more 


| carnall 1ſaac preſerved from death for the reward of his Faith. Whatfoever is dea- 


| ſhall neyer reſt with Abr4ham,that cannot ſacrifice with Abrehaw. 


ol 


rejoyced in the change ; when ſuddenly the Angell of God interrupts him , forbids | 


 crifice,and as it were, proffers himſelfe to this happy exchange. Hee that made thar | 


j power of death: The Lamb of God which takes away the ſins ofthe World, ts here | 


|with whom he ſtrives inthis praiſe offorwardneſſe and obedience; now' he offers | A 


| reſt to us upon earth is our _/ [faas ; happy are we if we can ſacrifice itto God ; thoſe | { 
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CL ell. 

TI Of Lorand Sodom: 
Efore Abraham and Lot grew rich, they dwelt together; now their | 
wealth ſeparates them ; Their focietie was a greater good then their: 
riches : Many aone isa loſer by his wealth; who would accotnt thoſe | 
EZ things good which make us worſe ? Ithad beehe the dury of yong Lt to | 
offer rathet then tochooſe ; to yeeld rather then contetid : who would not here 
| thinke 46br4haw the Nephew, and Lo: the Uncle ? It is no diſparagetnent for greater 
perſqnstobegin treaties of Peace. Better doth irbeſeeme every ſonne of Abrdhem 
ro winne with tove,thento ſway with power. Abraham yeelds over this right of his 
choiſe; Lox rakes it. And behold, Lot is croffed ih that which he choſe, 4brahamr:is 
bleſſed in thatwhich was left him; God never ſiiffers any man to leeſe by ay humble 
remiſſion of his right in a defire of peace, 27 TO f n 

Wealth hath made Lot not only undutifull , but covetous ; hee ſees the goodly 
Plaines of 7074an,the richnefle of the ſoyle, the commeditie of the Rivers, the fitua- 
tion of the Cities,and now not once inquiring intothe conditions of the Inhabitants, 
hee is in love with Sodom: Outward appearances are deceitfill gaides roour judge- 
ment.or affe&tions: they are worthy tobe deceived that value things as they ſeerhe: | 
It is not long after that Zor payes deare for his raſhneſſe. He fledfor quietneſſe wich 
his Uncle, and finds Warre withſtrangers { Now is he carried priſonet with all his | 
ſubſtance, by great Enemies z Abraham thwſt reſcue him, of whom he was forſaken. 
Thar wealth which was the cauſe ofhis former quarrels , is madea prey to merei- 
leffe Heathens : That place which his eye coveroufly choſe , betrayes his life and 
goods. How many Chriſtians , whiles they have looked at gaine , haye loft them- 
ſelves. 

Yer this ill ſacceſle hath neither driven out Zer,nor amended Sodoms , he ftill loyes 
his commoditie, and the Sodomtes their fines : wicked ten grow worſe with af- 
flitions.as water growes morecold afteran heat : And as they leaye not finning, o | 
God leaves not plaguing them, bur ſtill followes them with fixcceſlionofjadgements. | 
In how few yeares hath Sedom forgot ſhe wasſpoiled, and led captive ? If that wic- | 
 ked Citic had beene warned by the fword,it had eſcaped the fire; bur now this viſi- | 
tation hath not made ren good men, in thoſe five Cities: How fit was this heape for 
the fire, which was all chaffe? Onely Lor vexed his righteous ſoule with the fight of 
their uncleannefle; Hee vexed his owne ſoule, for who bade him ſtay rhere ? yer be- 
cauſe he was vexed, he is delivered. He eſcapeth their judgementfrom whoſe ſinnes 
he eſcaped. Though he would be a gueſt of Sodom, yet becauſe hee won!d nor en- | 
tertaine their ſinnes, he becomes an Hoſt tothe Angels : Even the good Angels are | 
rheexecutioners of Gods judgement : There cannot be a better or more noble a& |} 
then to doe juſtice uponobſtinate Malefattors. 

Who can be aſhamed of that which did not niif-beſeeme the very Angels of 
God? Where ſhould the Angels lodge but with Lo: ? the houſes of holy men are full 
 oftheſe heavenly Spirits,when they know not ; they pitch their Tents m ours, and | 
' | viſit us, when we ſee not;and when we feele not, protect us, It is the hohour of Gods | 
Saints to he attended by Angels. The filchySodomires now flocke together,ſtirredup | 
with the fary of envy, and haſt , & daro require todoe that in troopes, which ro a& | 
ſingle.had heentoo abominable,ro imagine.unnatural.Continnance & ſociety evil | 
makes wicked men outrageous , and umpudent : It trrotenough for Lot to bee the 
Witneffe buche muſt be the Bawd alſo.(Bring forth theſe men that we may know thews.) | 

Behold:even the Sodomites fpeake modeſtly ; though their acts & intentsbe vik | 
lanous.What a ſhame'is ic for thofe which profeſſe purity ofheart,ro ſpeake filthily? | 
The good man craves and pteads the lawes of hoſpicalitie; and when hee ſees head- | 
ſtrong purpoſes of miſthiefe,chooſes rather to-bee an ill Father, then at11ll hoſt £ His | 
intention was good,burhis offer was fanlty;Ifthroughhis allowance the Sodoxigces | 
| [| had defiledhisdanghtersgithadbeenehis finne:Tf thiough violence they had defiled 
| | his guefts;ir had beene onely theirs : There can beno-warrant for us tonne , left 
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others ſhould finne:It is for Godto prevent finnes withjudgements,itis notfor men i A 
toprevent agreater ſinne with s lefſe:the beſt mindes when = are troubled, yeeld | | 
inconfiderate motions; as water thatis violently ſtirred , ſends up bubbles : God,| 
meant better to' Lot.thento ſaffer his weake offer tobe accepred: Thoſe which are 
bett upon villany are more exaſperated by diſivaſion 3 as ſome ſtrong; ſtreames, 
when they arerefiſted by flood-gates,ſwell over thebankes. * BN 

Many a-one is hardned by the good word of God; andin ſtead ofreceiving the 
counſel, rages at the meſſenger : When men ate growne tO that paſſe;that they are | 
nowhit better by afflictions, and worſewith admonirions , God findes it time to 
firike;Now Zors gueſts begin to ſhew themſelves Angels; and firſt deliver Lot 1nSo- 
dom, then from Sodom : - Firſt ſtrike them with blindneſie, whom they will after | 
conſame with fire:How little did the Sodomites thinke that vengeance was ſo neere 
them! While they went groping in theſtreets, andcurſingthoſe whom they could 
not find:Lot with the Angels 1s in ſecure light, and ſees them miſerable. & tore-ſees 
them burning. - It is the uſe of God to blind and befor thoſe whomhee meanes to 
deſtroy : The light which they ſhall ſee ſhall be fierie , which ſhall be the beginning 
ofan everlaſting darknefſe,and a fire ynquenchable:Now they have done farming, & | 
God begins ta judge : Wickednefle hath bur a titne , the puniſhment of wickednefſle 
| isbeyond all time. The refidue of the night was both ſhorrand dangerous. Yet good 
or, though ſought for by the Sodomites,and newly pull'd into his houſe by theAn- 
gels , goes forth ofhis houſe to ſeekehisſonnes in law : No good man would bee 
ſaved alone :; faith makes us charitable with negle& of all penill: Hee warnes them | 
like g Prophet,and adviſes them like a Father,bur both in vaine;hee ſeemes to them 
 asif he mocked, and they doe morethen ſeemeto mock himagaine. Why ſhould to. 
' morrow differ from other dayes?Who ever ſaw it raine fire? Or whence {ſhould that 
brimſtone come ? Or iffuch ſhowres muſt fall , how ſhall nothing burne but this 

Valley?So to carnall men preaching is fooliſhneſſe, deyotion idlenefle, the Prophets | 
mad men, Paw/a babler:Theſe mens incredulitie is as worthy of the fire,as the others 
yncleanneſſe. He that beleeves not, 1s conderanedalready. 

The meſſengers of God donor onely haſten Zot , but pull him by a gracious vio- 
| lence out of that impure Citie. They thirſted at once after vengeance upon Sodom, 
| and Zots ſafety,they knew God could not ſtrike Sodom. till Lot were gone out, and 
' that Zoz couldnot be fafe within thoſe walls. Wee are all naturally in Sodom : if God 
did not hale us out, whiles wee linger , wee fhould be condemned with the world. 
IfGod meet witha very good field,hee puls up the weeds, and lets the corne grow; 
if indifterent,he lets the corneand weeds grow together ; if yery ill, he gathers the 
few eares of corne.and burnes the weeds. 

Oh the large bounty of God which reacheth not tous onely , but toours ! God 
| faves Lot for Abrahams ſake , and Zoar for Lots fake ; If Sodom had not beene too 
wicked, it had eſcaped : Were it not for Gods deare children, that areintermixed | 
with the world,ir could not ſtand:The wicked owe their lives unto thoſe few gaod, 
| whom they hate and perſecute.Now at once the Sunne riſes upon Zoar, and fire fals | 
downe upon Sodom::_4brabar ſtands upon the hill, and ſeesthe Cities burning ; It 
is faire weather with Gods children,when itis fouleſt with rhe wicked.Thoſe which 
burned with the fire of Juſt,are now conſumed with the fire of vengeance: They ſin-| E 
| ned againſt nature;andnow againſt the courſe ofnature, fire deſcends from Heaven, 
and conſumes them: Lot may not ſo muchas lookeat the flame, whether for the ſtay 
of his paſſage,or the horror of the ſight,or tryall ofhis faith,or feare of conimilerati- 
- | on.Small precepts from God are of importance;obedience is as well tryed.and diſo- 
| bedienceas well puniſhedin little,as inmuch:His wife doth butturne back herhead, 
| whether in curigſttie,or unbeleefe, or loye & compaſſion of the place; ſhee is turned | 

intoa monument of diſobedience:what doth it ayailehernot tobe turned intoaſhes 
inSodom,when ſhe is turnedintoa pillar of Salt in the Plaine? He that faved a whole | 
; Citie,cantor fave his owne Wife.Godcannot abide ſmall fines, inthoſe whom hee 
pro obliged. If wee diſpleaſe him, God can as well meet with us out of Sodom : Lot | 
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| L1sll. Of Lo rT andSodem. e1 
A jbacke tocall;and ſoone after returning to ſeeke her , beholds this change with won- | 
derand griete:He finds Salt in-ſtead offleſh,a Pillar inſtead of a Wif:he findes So- 

dome conſumed.and her ſtanding ; and is more amazed withthis, by how much ir 
was both more neere him.,and lefſe expected. | 
When God delivers us from deſtru&tion,he doth not ſecure us from all afflictions: 
Lot hath loſt his Wife, his allies , his ſubſtance , andnow berakes himſelfe to an un- 
comfortable ſolitarineſle. 
Yet though he fled from company,he conld not fly from ſinne:He whocouldnot 
be tainted with uncleannefſe inSodom.js overraken with drunkennefle and inceſt in 
a Cave : Rather then Satan ſhall want baits, his owne daughters will prove Sodo- 
mires ; Thoſe which ſhould have comforted , betrayed him : How little are ſome 
hearts moved with judgements 2 The aſhesof Sodom, and the Pillarof Salt, were 
not yet out of their eye , when they dare thinke of lying with their owne Father. 
They knew that whileſt Loz was fober,he could not be unchaſte:Drunkennefle is the 
| way toall beſtiall affections, and acts. Wine knowes no difference ceitherof perſons, 

or fins : Nodoubr. Zot was afterwards athamed of his inceſtuous Secd, and now 
wiſhed, he had come alone out of Sodom ; yet even this unnaturall bed was bleſſed 
with increaſe;and one of our Saviours worthy Anceſtors ſprung after from this line. 
| Gods election snot tyed to our meanes;neither are bleſiings or curſes ever tradu- 
ced; The chaſte bed of holy Parents hath ofttimes bred a monſtrous generation; and 
contrarily Godhath raiſed ſomerimes an holy Seed from thedrunken bed of Inceſt, 
| or Fornication. Ir hath beene ſeene, that weightie cares of corne have growne our 
ofthe compaſſe of the rilled field : Thus will God magnifiethe freedome 

of his owne choyce ; andler us know that wee 
are not borne .,, but made 
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BARON OF WALTHAM, 
My ſingular good Patron, 
eAll Grace and Happineſſe. 


— " —_— 


R ight Honorable, 


—_ 
LF IRLAS (LILLIE ILLELELL 


— 


Know, and in all bumilitieconfeſſe_, how 
(5 | weake my Diſcourſe u, and how unworthie 
Sl 9 thu Divine ſubje, whichF have under- 
Reel taken ; which if aneAngell from Heaven 
ſhould ſay hee conld ſufficiently comment 
Ez pen, F ſhould diflruſt him, : Yet this let 
| |me> ſay (without any vaine, boaſting ) that theſe 
| thoughts ( ſuch as they are) through the bleſſing of God, F have 
woven out of my ſelfe_—, as bolding 1t (after our Saviours rule_) 
better to give,than toreceive. Ftu eaſter to heape together large- 
volumes of others labours, then to worke out leſſer of our one; | 
and the ſuggeſtion of one new thought, # better then many re-| 
peated. 
This part (which together with the eAuthor is yours) ſhall 
| preſent toyour Loraſhipthe buſteſt of all the Patriarks, together 
with 
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| lance, bis dangeroiis encounters ending joyfully,the rape of hu on- 
| ly daughter, ſeconded with the trecherous murder of bu ſonnes, | 
| Judahs wrong 70 T hamar repgzed by hi owne uncleanneſſe, Jo- 


| well beflowed, well anſwered. F ſo touch at the uſes of all theſe,as| B 
| one that knowes it is eaſre toſay more,and impoſuble to ſay enough.) 


——_ 


Afton hat which he willingly ſold, Jacobs hard adven tures 
for the blej ; 


bog , .antd-nd lefſe bard ervices for bis wives and ſub- , 


fephs ſale impriſonment, honour, pietie; 1 he. finne of bu brethren 


Go Þ pgrvea bleſſing to my endeavours,and a pardon tomy weak-\ 


neſſe, to your Lor aſhip an mcr eaſe of his graces,and perfed ion of | | 


—— ——_ 


all happineſſe. 3 
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| Your Lord{hips humbly and - 
officiouſly devoted in 


all duties, | 


Jos. Har. 
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| buta 7acob; She muſt be the mother of both, that ſhe may have both joy and ex , 
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S Iſaac ; none livedeither ſopriyately, or ſo innocently: Neither 
know I whether hee approved himſelfe a better ſonne oran 


F&/F his Father, and mourned three yeares for his Mother : for the 

[* other he ſought not toany handmaids bed, but in a chaſte for- 

Shes bearance reſerved himſelfe for twenty yeeres ſpace, and pray- 

ed : Rebecca was ſolong barren, his prayers prooved more effe- 

cuall then his ſeed. Arlaſt ſhe conceived, as if ſhe had been more then the daughter 

inlaw to Sar«h,whoſe ſon was given her, not our of the power of Nature, but of her 
husbands Faith. 

God is oft better to us then we would : 1/aac ptayes for a ſonne ; God gives him 
twoat once : Now, ſhe 15 nolefle troubled with the ſtrife of the children in her 
wombe,then before wirh the want of children ; we know not when we are pleaſed; 
that which.we deſire, ofr-times diſcontents us morein the fruition ; wee are ready 
trocomplaine both full and faſting.Before Rebeccs conceived,ſhe was at caſe: Before 
ſpirituall regeneration there is all peace in che ſoule: Noſooner is the new man for- 
med in us, but the fleſh conflicts with the ſpirir : There is nograce where 1s noun- 
quietneſſe: Z/au alone would not have ſtriven : Nature will ever agree withit ſelfe; 
Never any Rebecca conceived onely an Eſa ; or was {© happy as to conceive none 


erciſe. This ſtrife began early ; Eyery true 1ſraclite begins his warre with his 
HIT many actions which we know not of, are not without preſage and ſigni- 
cation ? TICS 
Theſe two were the champions of two Nations ; the field was their mothers 
wombe ; theirquarrell precedency and ſaperiority; Eſa got the right of Nature, 
Lacob of grace : yetthat there might be ſome pretenceofequalicy, leſt Eſau ſhould 


was borne before the others foor:But becauſe Eſas was ſome mmures the elder; that 
| the younger might have better claime to that which God had promiſed, he buies 


$ Fall the Patriarkes , none made {© little noyſe inthe World as | 


Husband. For the one; he gave himſelfe over to the knife of | 


1 


out-runhisbroth2r into the World, «cob holds him faſt by the heele : So his hand 
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that which hee could not winne : Ifeither by ſtrife, or purchaſe, or ſit, wee can A: 
attaine ſpirituall bleſſings, wee are happy : If 1acob had come forth firſt, hee had 
not knowne how much hee was bound ro G-O D. for the fayour of his adyance- 
ment. ; : 7 neg | Wy 
There was never any meat, except the forbidden fruit, fo deare bought as this 
broth of raceb ; In borh the receiver and the Eater is accurſed : Every true ſonne of 
Iſrael willbe content to purchaſe ſpirituall fayours with earthly; And that man hath | 
in him too much of the blood of Zſar, which will not rather dye then forgoe his 
birth-right. 

But hi hath carelefſe Eſas loſt.if having ſold his birth-right,he may obtaine the 
bleſſing? Or what hath 7acob gained, if his brothers Veriſon may countervaile his 
Pottage ? Yet thus hath old !ſaac decreed ; who was not now more blind in his eyes, 
then in his affe&tions : God had forewarned him that the elder ſhould ſerve the yon- 
ger,yet Iſaac goes about to bleſſe Eſa. 

It was not ſo hard for Abraham to teconcile Gods promiſe and 7ſaacs ſacrifice, as 
for Iſaac toreconcile the ſaperiority of 1acob,with Eſaus benediCtion: for Gods hand 
was in that.in this none but his owne: The deareſt of Gods Saints have beene ſome- 
times tranſported with naturall affe&ios:He ſaw himſelf preferred to 1ſmaet, though 
the elder;he ſaw his Father wilfully forgetting nature art Gods command,in binding 
him for facrifice;He ſaw Eſau lewdly marched with Heathens;and yet he will reme- 
ber nothing,bur, Eſau is my firſt born;Bur how gratious is God,that when we would, 
will not let us finne : And ſo orders our ations, that wee doe not what we will, but 
what we ought. | 

That God which had ordained the Lordſhip tothe yonger, will alſocontrive for 
him the blefling;what he will have effected,ſhall not want meanes : the Mother ſhall 
rather defeat the Sonne,$ beguile the Father,then rhe Father ſhall beguile the cho- 
ſen ſonne of his bleſſing. What was 74cob to Rebecca morethen Eſau ? or what Mo- 
ther doth not more affect the elder?But now God inclines the loye of the Mother to 
the yonger,againſt the cuſtome of nature, becaule the farher loves the elder, againſt 
the promiſe : The affections of the Parents are divided, that the promiſe might be 
fulfilled z Rebeccaes craft ſhall anſwer 1ſaecs partialiry : 7/auc wauld unjuſtly turne 
E ſan into 1acob, Rebecca doth as cunningly turne: Jacob into-Eſan : her defire was 
good, her meanes wereunlawfull : - God dorh oft-tirnes effe& his juſt will by our 
weakenefſes; yet neither thereby juſtifying our infirmities,nor blemiſhing his owne 
ations. .. FE L391 | fy. 

Here wasnothing bur counterfeitingza fayned Perſona fayned Name,faynedVe- 
niſon, a fained Anfwer, and yet behold, a true bleſſing; but tothe man, not'to the 
meanes: Thoſe were ſo unſound.that 7acob himſelfe doth more feare their carſe then 
hope for their ſuccefle. 7ſaac was now bath fimple and old : yet if he had perceived 
the fraud,[acob had beene more fare ofa curſe, thenhe could be fare, that he ſhould 
' not be perceived. [11 Ws | 

Thoſe which are plaine-hearted inthemſelves,are the bittereſtenemies to deceit 
110thers: Rebeccapreſuming upon the Oracle of God, and her husbands ſimplicity, 
darebe his ſurety tor the danger, his counſellor for the cariapt-of the buſineſſe, his 
cooke for the dyct,yeadrefſes both the-meat and the man: and tow puts words into 
his mouth,the diſh into his hand, the garments upon his backe«the Goars haire upon 
the open'parts of his body,and ſends him inthus farniſhed for the bleſſin g.Standing, | 
no doubr, at rhe doore, to ſee how well her leffon was leartied, how well her device. 
lucceeded.” And ifold iſaac ſhould by any ofhis fenſeshave diſcerned the puile, 
ſhe had ſoone ſtept in and undertakenthe blame,and urged him with the known wil 
of God concerning 1acobsDominion, and Eſars ſervitude, which either age 'or affe- 
ctionhad made him forger. TENN Poles oioft fon pegeatnce | 

And now ſhe wiſhes ſhe could bottow Eſaws tongne as well aghis garments, that 
ſhe might ſecurely deceive all the ſenſes of him, whith had ſiffered himſelfe more 
dangerouſly deceived with hisaffetion : Bur this is paſt hey remedy : her ſonne 

JT, P Mi 
muſt name hiniſelfe Eſau with the yoiceof 1acob. Tris hardifour tongue doenotbe- | | 
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tion,to an inquiry,not toan incredulity : He that is good of himlelfe,will hardly be. 
leeve evill of another ; And will rather diſtruſt his owneſenſes, then the fidelity of 


Of IncopandEsau, | 


A \ wray what we are, in ſpightof our habit. This wasenough to worke 1/aac toa ſuſpi- | 


thoſe he truſted : All che ſenſes are ſet to examine ; none ſtickerh ar the judgement 
but the Eare; to deceive that, /«c#6 mult ſecond his diſſimulation with three lyesat 
one breath: I am Eſas,as thou badſt me,my Veniſon: one ſinne entertained fercheth 
in another : and if it be forced to lodge alone, eyther departeth or dyeth : I love 
1acobs bleſſing but I hate his lye.I would not do that wilfully, which laceb did weak- 
ly,upon condition of a bleſſing : He that pardonedhis infirmitie,would curſe my ob- 
ſtinateneſle. 2 

Good Iſaac ſets his hands totry whether his eares informed himaright; he feeles 
B | the hands of him whoſe voyce he ſuſpe&ed:that honeſt heart cou'd nor chinke;that 


the skinne might more eaſily be counterfeited, then the lungs : A ſmall Gtisfaction 


contents thoſe whom gulrineſſe hath not made ſcrupulous : 1/aac beleeyes and 
blefles the younger Sonne in the garments of the elder: If our heavenly Father ſmell 


y_ o_ backes the ſayourof our elder brothers Robes,we cannot depart from him 
| UNDICHEU. | | 
No ſooner is /acob gone away full of the joy ofhis bleſſing,then Z/an comes in,ful 
of the hope of the blefling : And now he cannot repent him tohave ſold that in his 
| hunger for pottage;which in his pleaſure he ſhall buy againe with Veniſon. The hopes 
of the wicked faile them whe they are at higheſt, whereas Gods children find thoſe 
comforts in extremirie which they durſt not expect. : 
C| Now he comes in blowing, and {weating for his reward, and finds nothing but a 
repulſe:Lewd men when they thinke they haye carned of God,and come proudly to 
| challenge fayour, receive no anſwer, but, ho art thou? Both the Father and the Son 
wonder at each other. theone with feare,the other with griefe; Jſa«c trembled and 
Eſau wept; the one upon conſcience, the otherupon envy : 1ſaacs heart now told 
_ | him that he ſhouldnot have purpoſed the bleſling where he did; and that it was dne 
rohim unto whom it was given, and not purpolſedy hence he durſt not reverſe that | 
which he had done withGods will: beſides his owne : For now he faw that he had 
done unwilling Juſtice : God will find both time and meanes to reclaime his owne, 


for teares from Eſau? Or who dare truſt teares,when he ſees them fall from ſo grace- 
D | lefſe Eyes ? | 


| | Itwasa good word, Bleſſe me alſo my Father , Every miſcreant can wiſh Fimſelfe 


not rather weep tohis brother for the potrage: then to 7ſa«c for a blefſing?If he had 
| notthen ſold,he had not needed now to beg : It isjuſt with God to deny us thoſe fa- | 


| yours which wee were carelefſe in keeping,and which wee undervalued in enjoying, 


Eſa teares findes no place for 1ſaacs repentance; Except it were that he hath done 
that by wile, which heſhould have done upon duty. 


thing it is to know the ſeaſons of grace, and not to neglect them ! how deſperate to 
have known and neglected them ! theſe teares were both late and falſe; the teares of 
| F | rage,of envy, of carnall defire;worldly ſorrow cauſeth death:yer whiles Eſauhowles | 
| {outthus fora bleſſing, I hearehimcry outof his Fathers ſtore (Haſt thou but onebleſ- i 
ſing,my Father?) of his brothers ſubtlety (Was he #ot rightly called Tacob?)) Idoenor | 
heare him blame his owne deſerts.He did not ſfee,while his Father was deceived,and 


fane.,and yet claimes ableſling. 


| Thoſethat care not to pleaſe God, yet care forthe outward favours ofGod, and | 

are ready to murmure if they want them, as if God were bound to them, and they | 
free. And yer ſo mercifull is God,that he hath ſecond bleſſings for thoſe rhat love him | 
not.and gives them all they care for. Tharone bleſling of ſpecial love1s for none bur 
Iſrael; but thoſe of common kindnefſe are for them that canſell rheir birth-righe:this 


| 


to prevent theirſins,to manifeſt and reforme their errours. Who would have looked - | 


 wel:Noman would be miſerable,if it were enough to deſire happineſſe: Why didhe | 


| No motivecan cauſe a goodheart torepent that he hath done well; How happy a | 


his Brother crafty,that God was juſt,and himſelfe uncapable: he knew himlelfe pros | 


bleſſing was more then Eſan could be worthy of: yet like a ſecond Cain, he reſolves 
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to kill kis brother, becauſe he was more accepted : I knownot whether he wete a | A 
worſe ſonne or brother:he hopes for his fathers death.and purpoſes his brothers,and 
vowes to ſhed blood in ſtead of teares.But wicked men cannot be foi] as they would; 
| that ſtrong Wreſtler againſt wh6 1acob prevailed,prevailedwith EZſas,and turned his 
wounds into kifſes. An hoaſt of men came with Eſay, an army of Angels met Jacob - 
Eſan threatned,Tacob prayed:His prayers andpreſents have melted the heart of Eſau 
into love. And now in ſteadofthe grim and ſterne countenance of an executioner, 
Jacob ſeesthe face of Eſan,as the faceof God. Both men and Devils are ſtinted, the 
ſtouteſt heart cannot ſtand out againſt God,He that can wreſtle earneſtly with God, 
is ſecure from the harmes of men. Thoſe minds which are exaſperated with violence, 
and cannot be broken with feare,yet are bowed with love; when the wayes of a man 

pleaſe God.he will make his enemiesat peace with him. 


Of Iacosr and Las aN. 


STS ACS life was not more retyred and quiet, then Zacobs was bufie and. 
5 ( troubleſome.In the one I ſee the image of contemplatio,of action 1n the 

= other.None of the Patriarkes ſaw ſo evill dayes ashe;from whom juſtly 
E& haththe Churchof Gad therfore take her name.Neither were thefaith- 
= fulever ſincecalled Abrahamits,but Iſraelites. Thatnotime might be 
loſt;he began his ſtrife in che. womb: aftey thar, he flyes for his life from a cruel bro- 
| ther toa cruelluncle.With a ſtaffe goes he over Jordan alone,doubtfull and comfort- 
 lefle,nor like the ſonne of 1ſaac. In the way.,the earth 1s his bed,and a ſtone his pillow; 
Yet eventhere he ſees a viſion of Angels: 1acebs heart wasnever fo full of joy.as when 
his head lay hardeſt. God js moſt preſent with us in our greateſt dejection,and loyes 
to give comfort to thoſe that are forſaken of their hopes. 

He came farre tofinde outan hard friend ; and of a Nephew becomes a Servant. 
Nodoubt when Laban heard of his fiſters ſonne, he looked for the Camels and at- | 
rendance that came to ferch his ſiſter Rebecca; not thinking that Abrahams ſervant 
could come better furniſhed then /ſaacs ſonne :\but nor when he ſaw nothing but 
a ſtafie,he looks uponhim,nor as an Uncle, buta maſter. And while he pretends to | 
offer him a wifeas the reward of his ſervice, he craftily requires his ſervice as the 
dowry of his wite. 

{ After the ſervice of anhard Apprentiſhip hath earned her whom he loved ; his 
| wife 1s changed,and he is 1n a ſorr, forced to an unwilling adultery: His mother had 
| before in a cunning diſguiſe ſubſtirured him who was the younger ſonne, for the 
| elder ; and now not long after. his tather in law by a like fraud, ſubſtitutes to him 
the elder daughter for.the younger : God comes oftentimes home rous in our owne 
kinde;and even by the finne of others payes usour owne,when we lookenotfor it. 
Itis doubrfull whether it were a greatercroſſe to marry whom he would not, or to 
be diſappointed ofher whom he defired. And now he muftbegin anew hope, where 
he made accountof truition. Toraiſe upan expe&ation once fruſtrate, is more difh- 
cult, rhen to continue along hope drawne on with likelihoods of performance : yet 
thus deare is /aceb content to pay for Rachel,Fourteene yeares ſervitude. Commonly 
Gods children come not eafily by their pleaſures: what miſeries will not love digeſt 
andovercome?And if !acob were willingly conſamed with hear in the day, and froſt 
in the night, to become the ſonne in law to Labay, What ſhould we refuſe tobe the 
ſonnes of God? RATE 

Rachel whom he loved,is barren : Lea which was deſpiſed.is fruitfull; How wiſely 
God weighes out tous our favours and croſſes in an <quall ballance:ſo tempering our 
forrowesrhat they may notoppreſſe, and our joyes that they may not tranſport us: 
each one hath ſome marter of envy to others, and of griefe to himlelfe. 

Lea envies Rachels beauty, and love ; Rachel envies Leaks fruitfulneſſe : Yet Leah 
would not be barren nor Rachel bleare-eyed. I ſee in Rachel the image ofher Grand- 
mother Sara; both in her beauty of perfon, in her ations. in her ſacceſle : ſhee = 
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will needs ſuborne her handmaid to make hera mother:and at laſt beyond hope her 
ſelfe conceiveth: It 15 a weake greedinefle in ns to affect Gods bleſſings by unlawtull 
meanes ; what a proofe and praiſe hadit beene of her faithifſhee had ſtayed Gods 
leaſure,& would rather haye endured her barrenneſle, then her huſbands polygamy? 
Now ſhe ſhewes her ſelfe the daughter of Labaz; the Farher for covetouſneſle , the 
daughters for emulation have drawne ſinne into /acobs bed:he offendedinyeelding, 
but they more in ſoliciting him.,and therefore the faCtis not imputed to 7acob, but 
to them. In thoſe ſinnes which Saran drawes us into, theblame is ours : in thoſe 
which we move eachother unto,the moſt fault and puniſhmentlyes upon the remp- 
ter. None of the Patriarkes divided his ſeed into ſo many wombes as 1acob; none was 
ſo much croſſed in his ſeed. fo 

Thus, rich innothing but wives and children , was he now returning to his Fa- 
thers houſe , accounting his charge his wealth. BurGod meant him yet more good. 
Laban ſees that both his Family and his Flocks were well encreaſed by 1acobs ſer- 
vice. Not his love therefore bur his gaine makes him loth to part. Even Labans co- 
yetouſneſſe is made by God the meanes toenrich 1acob. | 

Beholdhis ſtrait maſter entreats himto that recompence,which made his nephew 
mighty,and himſelfe envious:God conſidering his hard ſervice,payd him wages out 
of Labans folds:Thoſe Flocks and Herds had but few ſpotred Sheepe and Goares,un- 
ill Tacobs covenant:then(as if the faſhion had beene altered)they all ran into Party 
colours:the moſt and beſt(as if they had beene weary of their former owner)chan- 
ged the colours of their young, that they might change their maſter. 

In the very ſhapes and colours of brute creatures there is a divine hand, which diſ- 
poſeth themto his owne ends. Small andunlikely meanes ſhall preyaile where God 


| intends aneffect. Little pilled ſticks of Haſell or poplar laid in the troughs , ſhall in- 
rich /acob withan increaſe of his ſpotted flocks ; Lahans ſonnes might have tried the 


ſame meanes,& failed:God would have Laban know thathe pur a difference betwixt 
Izcob and him, that as for fourteene yeares he had multiplied 1acobs charge of cattel 
to Laban,ſonow for the laſt ſix yeares he would maltiplyLabans flock to Tacob:and if 
Laban had the more,yer the better were 1acobs : Even in theſe outward things, Gods 


; children have many times ſenſible taſtes ofhis favours aboye the wicked. 


I knownot whether Laban were a worſe Uncle, or Father, or Maſter : he can like 
well 1acobs ſervice, nothis wealth. As the wicked have no peace with God, fo the 
godly haye no peacewith men ; for it they proſper not , they are deſpiſed ifthey 
proſper, they are envied, This Uncle, whom his ſervice had made his father, mult 
now upon his wealth be fled from as anenemy , and like an enemy purſues him : If 
Laban had meant to have taken a peaceable leave, hee had never ſpent ſeven dayes 
journey in following his innocent ſonne: Jacob knew his churliſhneſſe, and therefore 
reſolvedrather tobee unmannerly then injured : well might he thinke, that hee, 


| whoſe oppreſſion changedhis wages fo often in hisſtay,would alſoabridge his wages 


in the parting ; now therefore he wiſely prefers his owne eſtate to Labars love:it is 


| not good to regard too muchthe unjuſt diſcontentment of worldly men , and to 


purchaſe unprofitable fayour with too great loſle. | 

Behold : Laban followes 1acob with one troope , Eſau meets him with another, 
both with hoſtile intentions : both goe on till the utmoſt point of their execution: 
both are prevented ere the execution. God makes fooles of the enemies of his 
Church,he lets them proceed.that they may be fruſtrate, and when they are gone to 


the utmoſt reachof their tether, hee puls them backe to theirtaſke with ſhame: Loe 
now, Laban leaves 1aceb with a kifſe; Eſas meets him with a kiſſe:Of the one he hath 
an oath,teares of the other, peace with both: Who ſhall need to feare man that 15 iri 
league with God ? | 
But whata wonder is this? Jacob received not ſo much hurt from all his enemies, 


yet will wreſtle with us forour exerciſe, and loves our violence andimportunity. 


_ £22 3 


as from his beſt friend. Not one of his hairs periſhed by Labay, or Eſas; yetheloſta 
joint by the Angell, and was ſenthalting to his grave : He that knowes our ſtrength, | 


O happy loſſe of 1acob!he loſt a joint,and wonnea bleſling : Ir is a fayour to ws 
| rom | 
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(ontemplations.. L1is.TI1l. 
from God, yetthis favor is ſeconded with agreater. He is bleſſed becauſe he wonld A 
rather halr,then leave ere he was bleſſed, If he had left ſooner, he had not halted, but 
he had not proſpered. That man ſhall goe away ſound but miſerable, that loves a 
limbe more then ableſſing. Surely if 1aceþ had not wreſtled with.God he had beene | 
foyled withevills:how many are the troubles of the righteous! a 

Now long after, Rachel, the comfort of his life, dyeth. And when, but in her rra- 
vell, and in histravell to his Father 2 When hee had now before digeſted in his 
| thoughts the joy and gratulation of his aged Father, for ſo welcome a burden. His 

children,(the ſtaffe of his age)wound hisſoule tothe death. Rewbew proves nceſtuous, 
Iudah adulterous, Diadh raviſhed, Simeon and Levi murderous, Erand 0zan ſtricken 
dead, Toſeph loſt , Simeon impriſoned ; Beniamin, the death of his Mother, the 
Fathers right-hand, indangered ; himlelfe driven by famine in his old age to dic a- 
monegſt the Xgyptians, a people that held itrabomination toeat with him. If that 
Angell, with whom he ſtrove, andwho therefore ſtrove for him, had not delivered 
his foule out of all adverſity, he had beene ſupplanted with evills, and had beene fo 
farrefrom gaining the name of 1ſrael,that he had loſt thename of Jacob : now what 
 ſonne of 1/r4el can hope for good dayes, when he heares his Fathers were ſo evil? 
It is enough for us, if when we are dead, weecan reſt with him in the land of Pro- 


miſe.If the Angell of the Covenant once bleſſe us, no paine, ng ſorrowescan make us 
miſerable. | 
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28 Find but one only daughter of 7acob. Who mult needs therfore | 

Q be a great dariing to her Father ; and ſhe ſomiſcaries, rhat ſhe 

Z Ba caulcs her Fathers griefe to be more rhEhis love.As her mortker | 
759 Leah;ſoſhe hath a fault in hereyes; which was Curiofitie : She 


4 


Bs & will needs ſee,and be ſeenc;and whiles ſhe doth yainely ſee, ſhe 
= ) 15 ſecne luſtfully. Itis not enough for us to looke to our owne 


S5V4  thoughts,ecxcept webeware of the provocations of othets:If we 


nce wander out of the liſts that God hath ſerns in our callings, there is nothing but 
danger:Her Virginity had beene fafe.if ſhe had kept home ; or if Sechem had forced 
her inher mothers tent,this lofſe ofher Virginity hadbeene withour her fin;now ſhe 
15not innocent that gave the occaſion. 

Her eyes were guilty of the temptation;Onely to ſee is an inſufficient warrant to 
draw us intoplacesof {pirituall hazard:If Sechem had ſeene her buſieat home,his love 
had been free from out-rage,now the lightneſſe of her preſence gave encouragement 
to his inordinate defires.Immodeſty of behaviour makes way to luſt; gives life unto 

wicked hopes: yet Sechem bewrayes a good nature even in filthineſſe:He loves Dinh 
after his ſinne, and willneeds marry her whom he had defiled. Commonly luſtends 
in loathing : Am-monabhors Thamar as much,atter his adt,as before, heloyed her and 
bears her out of doores, whom he was ſicke to bring in. But Sechew would not let 
D izah fare the worſe for his{inne. And now hee goes abour toentertaine her with 
honeſt love whom the rage of his luſt had diſhoneſtly abuſed. Her deflouring ſhall 
be no prejudice to her,ſince her ſhame ſhalredound tonone bur him,and he will hide 
her diſhonour with the name of an Huſband, What could he now doe. bur ſhe to his 
 Father,to hers,toher ſelfe,to her brethren, intreating that with humble ſabmiſſion, 

which he might have obtained by violence? Thoſe ations which are il[begun, can 
hardly be falved up with late farisfactions;whereas good entrances give ſtrength un- 
to the proceedings,and ſuccefle to the end. |  - 

The yong mans facher doth not only coſent.bur ſolicite; and is ready topurchaſe 
adaughter either with ſubſtance.or paine : The rwoold men wouldhave ended the 
matter peaceably;but youth commonly undertakesraſhly.and performes with paſſi 
on. The ſons of 1a thinke of nothing but revenge,and (which is worſt of all) art 
theircruelty with craft, and hide cheir craft with Religion: A ſmiling malice is moſt | 

F 


deadly; | | 
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| in the heart: The bloodieſt of all projects have eyer wont to be coloured with Reli- 


| Religion, then conſtience:ifirt were not for the loaves and fiſhes,che traine of Chriſt 


| offended,deſerved not.Sechem {inneth,but Dinah tempted him: She that wasfo light, 


| their Father, yetirwas ſeconded by their brethren. Theit ſpoile makes good the 
| Others ſlaughter. Who would have looked to have found this outrage in the family 


| ginnings 
{ lowesupon her wandring, upon her raviſhment murder,upon the nutder fpoyle:It 
| is holyand ſafe tobe jealous of the firſt occaſions of evil, either Yone of tuttered, 


deadly; and hatred doth moſt rancle the heart,when it is kept in and diſſembled.wve 
cannot give our ſiſter to, an uncircumciſed man ; here was God inthe mouth. and Saran 


gion:becauſe the worſe any thing is, the betcer ſhew ir deſires to make; and contra- 
rily,the betrer colour is put upon any vice; the more otfious it is; for as every finni- 
lation addes to an evill , ſo the beſt addes moſt evill : themſelves had taken the 
daughters and ſiſters of uncircumciſed men; yea acob himſelfe did fo ; why might 
not an uncircumciſed man obtaine their ſiſter? Or if there be a difference of giving 
andtaking;irhad beene well , itit had not beene only pretended. Ir had beene an 
happy Raviſhment of Dex , that ſhould have drawne a whole Countrey into the 
boſome of the Church : but here wasa Sacrament intended, not to the. good of the 
ſoule,but ro murder of the body:It was a hard taſke for Hamor and Sechewnot onely 
to put the knife ro their owne foreſkins, but to perſwadea multitudeto fo paineful! 
4 condition. | 

The ſons of 14cob diſſemble with them,they with the people. ( ſhall wot their flocks 
and ſubſlance be ours?) Common profit ispretended; whereas onely Sechems pleaſute 
15 meant. No motive 1s ſo powerfull to the vulgar fort , as thename of Contmoditie; 
The hope of this, makes them prodigall of their ſkin andblood;Not the love to the 
Sacrament, not the love to Sechem : ſiniſter reſpetts draw more to the profeſſion of 


would bee lefle. But the Sacraments of God mif-received, never proſper in the end. 
Theſe menare content to ſmart,ſo they may gaine. 

And now that every manlyes foreof his owne wound , Simeon and Levi ruſh in 
armed,and wound all the males to death : Curſed be their wrath, for it was fierce, and 
t heir rage. for it was cruel]. Indeed, filthinefſe ſhouldnothave beene wrought in Iſrael: | 
yet murder ſhouldnot have beene wroughtby Iſrael ; if they had beene fit Judges 
(which were but bloody executioners ) how far doth the puniſhment exceed the 
fault? To puniſh above theoffence,is no lefle injuſtice,then to offend:one offendeth, 
and all feele the revenge: yea all(though innocent)ſuffer that revenge,which he that 


4aS to wander abroad alone,only to gaze,I feare was not over difficult to yeeld : And 
if having wrought her ſhame , he had driven her home with diſgrace to her Fachers 
tent,ſach ryrannous luſt had juſtly called for blood : butnow hee craves, andoffers , 
and would pay deare for but leave to give fatisfaftion. 

To executerigour upon a ſubmiſke offender, is more mercileſſe than juſt: Orifthe 
puniſhment had bin both juſt and proportionable from another , yer from them 
which had vowed peace and affinitie , it was ſhamefully nnjuſt. Todiſappoint the | 
truſt of another,and to negle& our owne promile and fidelity for private purpoſes, 
adds faithleſneſſe unto our cruelty. That they were impotent, it was through their 
circumcifion : what impiety was this ; in ſtead of honouring an holy figne, to take 
anadvantage by it ? What ſhrieking was therenow inthe ſtreets of the City of the 
Hivites? And how did the beguiled Sichemirs, when they ſaw the ſwords of the two | 


cheir curſes were the ſins of Simeon and Levi;whoſe fact,though it were abhorred by 


of 1acob? How didthat good Patriarke , when he faw Dizah come home blubbered | 
zene barren as long as Rachel | Good Patents have griefe enough (though rhey fu- 
ſtaine no blame) for their childrens finnes : What >M 0 
| Theidle curiofity of Dizeb hath bredall this miſchiefe; Raviſhment fol- 
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brethren,die curſing that Sacrament in their hearts,which had betrayed them? Even | 


and wringing her hands, Simees and Levi ſprinkled with blood , wiſh that Zee# had | 
great eyills ariſe from fmallbe- | 


"a 4, 
hs we 


A ” Wn ns Bt a PR ho.” pu 
@ pn IE ee OGG ue 4 £X FS I IELAGE” Ah dra þ-4 — 
= > G IT 
S , _ wee 
_ ” — 
”# 


=> 
ies tg" — —_— 4 - ae. i > PR = fs ho a 
RN IE wo oy err ny og _— 16h > = 4 : We. 4 FR.24 - _. Þ 
o "» %. 4 6. 4 
" - 0 


a 
> Peg fun **y 
- . oy > 164% py 
- _ 
7 anda 9900 aw 


Arg ot an 
a —— 
4 


hw 
EE nl 


- - I ow M Crngtnns. rs LIL 
ko . gu tir tn oy preg er ern ne - 
FREE OS my Tf fs 9” ag * 240" ra 
« , 4 » : a O Cx SLICE W 
vo += ow pn ge RE a p, A206 % Fa OS. ts a Lo 
——-_ we Dee ex ———___ a ry 
"=> oy en. ac lf... a *5 
RR rae 3. — 57 
oo % 6. ”=- A -_ 
ing, 


ro OT In II pgrme 
bats and _— 
Sy wt "- - 
* ” pe. 4 r 
o s W Yau 
S- ty} 


2 —_— LEGS en EEE Don en Ce 
he aaa - Rs IIS er tr ro 


_—M__. _— 8 


(ontemplations. 


Lie CI, 


| deſires : the heart that meanes well, will never wiſh to ſeeme j}I : for commonly we 


Of IupDan and TAMAR, 


—=— Findenot many of 7acobs ſonnes more faulty then I#dah;who yer is fin- 
d b8- gled out fromall thereſt,to be the royall Progenitor of Chriſt ; ardto 
Þf BE4, be honoured with the dignity of the birth-right ., that Ceds eleQticn 
82 CÞc<! might not be of merit, but of grace : Elſe howſoeverhee might have 
ſped alone,Thamar had never beene joyned with himin this line:Evenladah marries 
aCanaanite ; itis no marvell though his Seed proſper not : And yer thar good 
children may not be too much diſcouraged with their unlawtull propagation , the 
Fathers ofthe promiſed Seed are raiſed from an inceſtuous bed : 1udah. was very 
yong, ſcarce fromundertherod of his Father, yet he takes no other counſel! for his 
marriage, but fromhis owneeyes, which were like his ſiſter Dizahs , roving and | 
wanton: whatbetrter iſſue could be expeed from ſuch beginnings ? Thoſe proud 
Jewes that glory ſo much of their Pedigree and Namefrom this Patriarke,may now 
chooſe whether they will have their mother a Canaanite,or an Harlot:Even in theſe 
thingsoft-times the birth followes the belly.His eldeſt ſonne By , 18 roo wicked to | 
live ; God ſtrikes him dead erehecanleaveany iflue, not abiding any ſiens togrow | 
out of ſo bad a ſtocke:Notorious finners God reſerves to his owne vengeance. Hee 
doth not infli& ſenſible judgments upon all his enemies , leſt the wicked ſhould 
thinke there were nopuniſhment abiding for them elſe-where.Hee doth inflict ſuch 
Judgments upon ſome, leſt he ſhould ſeeme careleſſe of evill.It wereaseafie for him 
to ſtrike all dead,as one: but hee had rather all ſhould bewarned by one and would 
have his enemies find him mercifull , as well as his children, juſt : His brother 0nas | 
ſees the judgment, andyer followes his fins. Every little thing diſcourages us from 
good:nothing can alter the heart that is ſer upon evil: Er wasnot worthy of any love; 
but though hee were a miſcreant, yet he was a brother. Seed ſhould have been raiſed 
rohim; 0zxaz juſtly leeſes his life withhis Seed ; which hee would rather {pill, then 
lend to a wicked brother.Some quties we owe to humanity . more to neerenefle of 
blood.1l! deſervings of others can be no excuſe for our injuſtice, for our uncharita- 
bleneſſe. That which Thamar required, Moſes afterward, as from God, commanded; 
the ſucceſſion of brothers into the barren bed:Some lawes God ſpake to his Church, 
long ere he wrote them : while the Author 1s certainly knowne , rhe voyce and the 
finger of God are worthy of equall reſpet. 1dah hath loſt two ſonnes , and now | 
doth but promiſe the third, whom hee finnes innot giving. It is the weakneffe of na- 
rure,rather to hazardaſinne,then a danger;and to negle&F our owne duty.for Wrong- 
full ſuſpicion of others: though he had loſt hisſon in giving him, yethee ſhould have 


| 


diſpenſe with. 


But whereupon was thisſlackneſſe ? 7dab feared that ſome vnhappineſſe in the 
bed of Thamar was the cauſe of his ſonnes miſcariage ; whereas it was their fault, 
that Thamar was both a widow and childleſſe. Thoſe that are bur the patients of e- 
vill , are many times burdened with ſuſpitions;and therefore are ill thought of, be- 
cauſe they fareill .: Afflictions wouldnot bee fo heavy, ifthey did not lay us open 
unto uncharitable conceits. 

What difference God puts betwixt ſinnesof wilfulneſſe, and infirmitie ? The ſons 
pollution is puniſhed with preſent death.the fathers inceſt is pardoned, and 1n a ſort 
proſpereth | 
_ Now Thamar ſeckes by ſubtlety , that which ſhe conld not haveby award of 
Juſtice; the neglett of due retributions drives mentoindire& courſes ; neither know 
I whether they ſin more in righting themſelyes wrongfully.or the other in not righ- 
ting them : She therefore takes upon her the habit of an harlot; that ſhe might per- 
forme thea& : If ſhe had not wiſhed toſeeme an Whore,ſhe had not worn that at- 
tire, nor choſen that place. Immodeſty of outward faſhion or geſture bewrayes evill 


affect to ſhew better then wee are. Many harlots will put on the ſemblances of 


given him : A faithfull manspromiſe is his debt, which no feare of damage can | 
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A chaſtity,of modeſty;neyer the contrary. It isno truſting thoſe, which doe not with | 
to appeare good. 1deh eſteemes herby herhabir: andnow the ſight of an harlor 

oy ſtird up in hima thought of luſt ; Satan finds well, that afir obje& is halfe a | 

victory. 0:00 107] dud; {et ages | F235 

Who would not be aſhamed toſee aſonne of 7acob thus tranſp red with filthy 
affections 2? Ar he fir{t fight he is inflamed ; neither yer did he ſec the face of her, 
whom he laſted after :/ it was enough motiveto him that the was awoman; netther 
could the preſence of his neighbour. ,, the Adullamite , compoſe thoſe wicked 
thoughts; or hinder his unchatlt acts. : : | a | 

That finne muſt needs be impudent which can abidea witnefſe : yea ſo hath his 
luſt befotted him,thathe cannor diſcerne the veyce of T hamar, that he cannot fore- 
ſee the danger of his ſhame in parting with ſach pledges. There isno paſſion, which 
doth not for the time bereaye a manofhimſelfe : 7 hamar had learned not torruſt 
him without a pawne ; He had promiſed his ſonne to her as a daughter,and failed ; 
now he promiſed a Kid'to her, as anHarlot,and performeth it : Whether his pledge 
conſtrained mor the power of his word, Linquirenot : Many are faithfull in all 
things fave thoſe which are the greareſt,and deareſt;Ifhis credit had beene as nuch 
| indangered in the former promiſe he had kept it : now hath Thamar requited him. 

She expected long the enjoying of his promiſed ſon, and he performed not : but 
here hee performes the promiſe of the Kid, and ſhee ſtayes not to expect it. [udah is 
ſorry that he cannot pay the hire of hislaſt, and now feareth leſt he ſhall be beaten 
with his owne ſtaffe,leſt his ſfignet ſhall beuſed to confirme , and ſeale his reproach. 
reſolving not to know them:and wiſhing they were unknowne of others. Shame is 
the eaſieſt wages of {in.,and the ſareſt, which ever begins firſt in our ſ{elyes. Nature is 
not more forward to commit ſinne, then willing to hide it. 
| Theareasyet ofnoremorſe in /udah, but feare of ſhame. Three moneths hath his - 

ſinne ſlept, and now when he isſecureſt, itawakesaud baites him. Newesis brought 
him that Thamar begins to {well with her conception, and now he ſwels with rage, 
and cals her forth to the flame like a rigorous Judge, without ſomuch as ſtaying for | 
| the timeofher dzhverance, that his cruelty inthis Juſtice, ſhouldbe no lefle il], then 
theunjuſtice of occafioning it. If wdah had not forgotten his ſinne , his pittie had | 
beene more then his hatred to thisof his daughters : How eaſe 1s it to deteſt thoſe 
ſinnes in others, which we flatter in our ſelves Thamar doth not deny the finne,nor 
refuſe puniſhment, bur cals for that partner in her puniſhment, which was her part- 
ner inthe ſimne : theſtafte, the ſigner, the handkerchiefe accuſe and convince Indah, 
and now he bluſhes at his owne ſentence; much more at his aCt;and cries our, Shee is 
more righreous then I. God will finde arime to bring hischildren upon their knees, 
| and towring from them penitent confeſſions : And rather then he will not haye 
chem ſoundly aſhamed, he will make them the trumpets of their owne reproach. 

Yet doth henot offer himſelfe to the flame with her , bur rather excuſes her by 
himſclfe.This relenting in his own caſe, ſhamed his former zeale : Even in the beſt 
men nature 1s partiall to ir ſelfe:Tr is good fo to ſentence others trailties, that yer we 
remember our owne, whether thoſe that have beene,or may be : with what ſhame, 
yeawith what horror muſt /4ah needs looke upon the great belly of Thamar , and 
on her two ſons, the monuments of his filthinefle? 

How mult it needs wound his ſoule , to heare them call him both Father and 
Grandfather: tocallher mother and ſiſter? If this had not coſt him many a ſigh, hee | 
had nomore eſcaped his Fathers curſe , then Rewbey did: I ſee the difference nor of | 
finnes,but ofmen:Remitſion goes not by the meaſare of the finne,burthequalitieof 
the ſinner; yea rather the mercy ofthe Forgiver: Bleſſed is the man ( not that ſinnes | 
not , but) to whotn the Lord impures not his ſinne. 


| 
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Of los xvn. 


Marvellnot that Toſeph had the double portion of Jacobs land, who had 

more then two parts of his ſorrowes:None of his ſonnes did fo truly in- 

herit his affli&tions ; none of them was either ſo miſerable , or ſo great: 

ſaffering is the way toglory : I ſee in himnort a cleerer type of Chriſt, 
then of eyery Chriſtian z Becauſewee are deare to our Father , and complaine of 
ſinnes,therefore are we hated of our carnallbrethren:1f 7oſeph had not medled with 
his brothers faults, yet hee had beene enviedfor his Fathers aftection ; but now ma- 
liceis met with envy ; There is nothing more thanklefſe or dangerous then to ſtand 
in the way ofa reſolute ſinner.: That which doth corre& and oblige the pemitent, 
makes the wilfull minde furious and revengetfull. : 

All the ſpight of his brethren cannot maxe Ioſeph caſt off the livery of his Fathers } 
love:what need we care for thecenſures of men , if our hearts can tell us that we are 
in fayour with God? She 

But whatmeant young 7oſeph to adde unto his owne envy , by reporting his 
dreames?The concealement of our hopes,or abilities,harh nor more modeſty, then 
ſafety:Hee that was envied for his dearnefſe,and hated for his mtelligence,was both 
envied and hated for his dreames. Surely God meant to make the relation of theſe. 
dreames,a means to effe& that which the dreames imported. We men work by likee 
ly meanes ; Godby contraries. The mainequarrel! was.Behold,this dreamer commith. 
Had it not been for his dreames, he had notbin ſold : if he had not bin fold,he had 
notbin exalred. So Joſephs ſtate had nor deſerved envy, if his dreams had not cauſed 
himto be envied. Full little did 7oſeph thinke, when he went to ſeeke his brethren, 
that this was the laſttime he ſhould fee his fathers houſe : Fall little did his brethren 
thinke , when they ſold him naked to the 1ſmaelites , to have once ſeene him in the 
Throne of Egypr.Gods decree runnes on;and while we either thinke not of 1t,or op- 
poſe i1t,zs performed. = | 

In an honeſt andobedient fimplicity , 7oſeph comes to enquire of his brethrens 
health, and now may notreturne to carry newes of his own miſery : whiles he 
thinkes of their welfare,they are plotting his deſtruction; Come, let ws ſlay him. Who 
would have expeded this cruelty in them , which ſhould be-the fathers of Gods 
Church? It was thought a favour , that Rexbens entreaty obtained for him that he 
night be caſt into the pit alive;to dye there.He lookt for brethren, and behold mur- 
therers; Every mans tongue,every mans fiſt was bent againſthim: Each one ſtrives 
who fhall lay the firſt hand upon that changeable coate , which was dyed with their 
Fathers love,and their envy : And now they have ſtripthim naked; and haling him 
by both armes,as it were,caſt him alive into his grave.So in pretenceof forbearance, 
they reſolve to torment him with alingring death : the fayageſt robbers conldnor 
have beene more mercilefſe : for now beſides (what inthemlyes) they kill their Fa- 
ther in their brother. Nature,jf it once degenerate, groves more monſtrous and ex- 
treme,then a diſpoſition borne to cruelty. 

Allthis while 7oſeph wanted neither words nor teares ;; but like a paſſionate ſi p- 
pliant (bowing his bare knees to them,whom he dreamed ſhould bow to him ) in- 
treats & perlwades by the deare name of their brotherhood , by their profeſſion of 
one common Cod,for their Fathers ſake, for their owne ſoules ſake, not to linne a- 
gainſt his blood. But envy hath ſhut out mercy ; and makes them not onely forget | 
themſelves to be brethren, bur men : Whar ſtranger can thinkeofpoore ipnocent 
Toſeph , crying naked in thatdeſolate & dry pit(only favingthat he moyſtned itwith 
teares)and not be moved ? Yet his hard-hearted brethren fir them downe careleſly, | 
with the noyſe ofthis lamenration intheir eares,to cate bread, nor once thinking by 
their owne hunger,what is was for /oſeph tobe affamiſht to death. 

Whatſoeyer they thought,God never meant thar Joſeph ſhould periſh in that pir; | 
| and therefore hee ſends very 1ſmaelites to ranſome him from his Brethren ; the | 
| ſeed of him that perſecuted his brother 1ſaas , ſhall now redeeme 7oſeph from his | 
brerhrens | 
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A | brethrens perſecution.When they came to fetch him our ofthe pit, hee now hoped 
for a ſpeedie diſpatch; That ſince they ſeemed not tohave ſo much mercy, as topro- 
long his hfe,they wouldnot continue {6 much crueltie, as to prolong his death. 
And now,when hee hath comfarted himſelfe with hope ofthe favour of d ying, 
behold,death exchanged for bondage : how much is ſervitude , to an ingennousna- 
ture,worſe then death ? For, thisis common to all; thar, tonone but the miſerable: 
Isdah meant this well, but God better: Renben ſaved him from the {word, 1u4ab from 
affamiſhing:God will ever raiſe up ſome ſecret fayourers to his owne,amongſt thoſe 
| that are moſt malicious. How well was this favour beſtowed ? If 19/eph had dyed 
for hunger in the pit,both 1aceb, and 7udeb , and all his brethren had dyed for hun- 
ger in Canaan, Littledid the 1ſmaelitiſh Merchants know what a treaſure they 
bought,carried and fold;more precious thenall their Balmes and Myrrhs. Little did 
they thinke that they had intheir hands the Lord of Fgypt , the Jewell of the 
Lab vom Why ſhould we contemne any mans meannefle , when wee know nor his 
eſtiny : | 
One finne 1s commonly uſed for the vaile of another : Toſephs coat is ſent home 
dipped inblood.that whiles they ſhould hide their owne cruelty, they might afflict 
their Father,no lefſe then their brother. They havedeviſed this realllye , ro puniſh 
their old Father, for is loye,with ſo grievous a monument of his ſorrow. 
Heethatis motirned for in Cazaa,as dead, proſpers in Xgypt under Potiphar;and 
ofa Slave,is made Ruler: Thus God meant to prepare himtora greater charge; hee 
muſt firſt rule Pot;phars Houſe,then Pharaohs Kingdome : his owne ſerviceis his leaſt 
good,for his very preſence procures a common bleſſing : A whote Family {hall fare 
the better for one Joſeph. Vertue 1snot lookt upon alike withall eyes : his fellowes 
praiſe him, his Maſter truſts him, his Miſtrefle afte&s him too much. All the ſpight of 
his brethren was not ſo great a crofle to him, as the inordinate affection ofthis Mi- 
ſtreſſe. Temptarions on the righthand,are now more perillous,and hard torefiſt , by 
how much they are more plauſible and glorious; But the heart that is bent upon God, 
knowes how to walke ſteddily, and indifferently betwixt the pleaſures offinne, and 
feares of evill. He ſaw,this pleaſure would advance him : He knew what is was to be 
a Minion of one of the greateſt Ladiesin Xgyp::yet reſolves to contemne it:A good 
heart will rather lye in the duſt , then riſe by wickednefle. How {ball 1 doe this, and 
ſirme againſt God? | 
D| He knew that all the honours of Fgypr could not buy off the guilt of one ſ{1nne, & 
thereforeabhors not onely her bed, but her company : He that will be ſafe from the 
as ofevill,muſt wiſely avoid the occaſions. As ſinne ends ever inſhame, when it is 
committed,ſo it makes us paſt ſhame, that we may commit it;Theimpudent ſtrum- 
pet dare not onely ſolicite, but importune , andin a fort force the modeſty of her 
good ſervant ; She layes holdon his garment ; her hand ſeconds her tongue. | 
Good /oſeph four it now time toflee , when ſuchan enemie purſued him : how 
much had he rather leave his cloake., then his verrue | and to ſuffer his Miſtrefſe to 
ſpoyle him-of his livery,rather then he ſhould blemiſh her honour, or his Maſters in 
her,or God incither of them. f Fr. | 
This ſecond rime is Joſeph ſtript of his garment ; before in;the violence of envy, 
now of luſt:before of neceſlitie, now of choyce : Before,to deceiye his Father, now 
his Maſter:for behold,the pledge of his fidelity, which he left m thaſe wicked hands, 
is made an eyidence apainſthim,of that which he refiſed to doe : theretore did hee 
leave his cloake becauſe he would not doe that; of which he is accuſed and condem- 
ned , becauſe he leftit : whar fafery 1s there agamſt (great Adverfaries, when, e- 
ven argumentsof innocence are aſe to convince of evill ? Luſt yeclded unto, 15 a 
pleaſant madneſſe,bur isa deſperate madneſſe whenit is oppoſed:.No hatred burnes 
ſo furioully,as that which ariſes from rhe-quenched:coales of love. = 
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* Malice is witty to devile accuſations of others out of their vertue, and ourowne 

guiltineſſe: Toſeph either pleads not,or isnor heard. Bane monly 
Doubtlefſe he denied the fa&, but hee dare notaccuſe the ofiender : There isnot 

onely the praiſe of patience , buroft=times of wiledome , even in unjuſt fufteri9gs : 
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( ontemplations. E1s.1II. 
Hee knew that God would finde a time to cleare his innocence , and to regardhis | A 
chaſte faithfulneſſe. | = 

No priſon would ſerve him,bur Pharaohs. Joſeph had Iyen obſcure and not beene 
knowne to Pharaoh, if hehadnot beene caſt into Pharavhs dungeon : the afflictions 
of Gods children turne ever to their advantages, No foonerts Joſeph priſoner, then 
a Guardian of the priſoners. Truſt and honour accompany him whereloever he is:In 
his fathers houſe, in Poriphars, in theIayle, inthe Court : {tzll he hath both fayour 
and rule. £ | 

So long as God is with him, hee cannot but ſhinein ſpight of men : The wals of 
that dungeon cannot hide his yertues,the irons cannot hold them.Pharaoks Officers 
arefent to witneſle his graces, which he may not come forth roſhew:the Cupbearer 
admires himin the Iayle, but forgets him in the Court. How eafily doth our owne 
proſperitie make us either forget the deſeryings,or miſeries of others ! But as God 
cannotnegle& his owne, fo leaſt of all intheir ſorrowes. After two yeares more of | 
Toſephs patience that God which cauſed him to bee lifted out of the former pit to 
be ſold.,now cals him out of the dungeon to honour, Hee now putsa dreame into the 
head of Pharaoh He purs the remembrance of Joſephs ſkill into the head of the Cup- | 
bearer;who to pleaſure Pharaoh, notto requite Joſeph, commends the Priſoner, for 
an Interpreter:Hepnts an interpretation into the mouth of7oſeph:he puts this choyce 
intothe heart of Pharaoh,of a miſerable priſoner, to make him theRuler of Xgypr. 
Behold:one houre hath changed his fetters into a chain of gold; his rags into fine lin- 
nen,his ſtocks into a Chariot, his Iayle into a Palace, Potiphars captive into his Ma- 
ſters Lord, the noiſe of his chaines into Abrech.He whoſe chaſtitie refuſed the wan- 
ton allurements of the Wite of Pstiphar , hath now given him co his Wife the daugh- 
ter of Potipherah. Humilitie goes before honour; Serving and Suffering are the beſt 
Tutors to Goyernment. How well are Gods children paid for their patience ! How 
happy are the iſſuesof the faithfull ! Never any man repented him of the advyance- 
ment of a good man. 

Pharaoh hath not more preferd Joſeph, then 1oſeph hath enriched Pharaoh ; If toſeph | 
had not ruled, Xgypt and all the bordering Nations had periſhed. The providence 
of fo faithfull an Officer hath both given the Xgiptians their lives ; and the money, 
cattel,lands,bodies ofthe Aigyptians to Pharaoh, Both have reaſon to bee well plea- 
ſed. The ſubjeCts owe tohim their Tives; the King his Subjects, and his Dominions: 
the bounty ofGod made Toſeph able.to give more then heereceived. Iris like the ſe- 
ven yeares of plenty were not confined to Xgypt ; other Countries adjoyning were 
no lefſe fruitfull : yet inthe ſeven yeares of famine, Xgypt had corne whenthey 
wanted. 

See the difference betwixta wiſe prudent frugalitie,anda vaine jgnorantexpence 
of the benefits of God: The fparing hand is both full and beneficial, whereas the la- 
viſh is not onely empty, bur injurious. 

Gocd 7acebis pinched with the common famine. No piety can exempr us from | 
the evils ofneighbourbood. No man can tell by outward events , which is the Pa- 
triarke,and which the Canaanite. 

Neither doth his profeſſion leade himto the hope of a miraculous preſervation. Ir 
15 a vaine tempting of God,to caſt our felyes upon an immediate proviſion, with ne- 
glect of common meanes : His tenne ſonnes muſt now leave their flocks, and goe 
downe into Xgypt,to be their Fathers purveyours. And now they goe tobuy of him 
whom they had ſold;and bowetheirknees to him for his reliefe , which had bowed | 
to then , beforefor his owne life. His age;his habite,the place,the language, kept 70- 
ſephfrom their knowledge ; neither had they called off their minds from their folds, 
toenquire of matters of forraine State , or to heare that an Hebrew was advanced to 

the higheſt honourof Fgypr.Bnr he cannot but know them ,: whom hee left at their 
full growth,whofe rongue,and habit, and number were all one:whofe faces had left 
ſodeepean impreſlion in his minde,at their unkinde parting : It is wiſedome ſome- 
time to conceale our knowledge, that we may not prejudice truth. 
Hee that was hated of his brethren , for being his Fathers ſpye ; now accuſes his 
| brethren 
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brethren for common ſpyes of the weakneſle of Fegypr; he could not withour their 


not objected tothem that which wasnot. Wee are alwayes bound to goe the neareſt 
way to truth.Itis more ſafe in caſesof inquiſition,to fetch farreabour; that he might 
ſceme enough an Agyptian,he ſweares heatheniſhly : how little could they ſuſpect, 
this Oath could proceed from rhe ſonne of him,which ſwore by the feare of his Fa- 
ther 1/aac?How oft have ſiniſter reſpe&s drawne weake goudneſſe to diſpuile it ſelf 
even with finnes? 

It was no ſmall joy to 7Iſeph,toſte this late accompliſhment of his ancient dreame; 
toſee the ſuppliants(I know not whether more brethren,or enemies)groveling be- 
fore him in an unknowne ſubmiſſion:and now it doth him good tp ſeeme mercileſſe 
to them, whomhe had found wilfully cruell ; to hide his love from them which had 

ſhewed their hate tohim;and to thinke how much he favoureththem, & how little 
they knew it : Andas ſporting himſelfe in their ſeeming miſery, he pleaſantly imi- 
tates all thoſe a&ions reciprocally unto them , which they in deſpight & earneſt had 
done formerly to him.hee ſpeakes roughly , rejets their perſwaſtons, puts themin 
hold,and one of them in bonds. The minde muſt not allwayes be judgedby. the out- 
ward face of the actions. Gods countenance is oft-times as ſevere, and his hand as 
heavy to them whom he beſt loyeth. Many a one,under the habit of an Egyptian, 
hath the heartofan 7/7aelzte.No ſong could be fo delightfull ro him.as to heare them 
in 4 late remorſe condemne themſelves before him , of their oldcrueltie towards 
him, who was now their unknowne witnefle and Judge. 


Nothing doth ſo powerfully call home the conſcience,as affliction, neither need 


there any otherart of memory for finne, beſides miſery. They had heard 7oſephs de- 


precationof their evill with teares, & had notpittied him; yer 7oſeph doth but heare 
their mention of this evill which they had done againſt him, and pitties themwith 
teares;he weepes for joy to ſee their repentance,and to comparehis ſafety and hap- 


| pinefſe withthecruelty which they intended, and did.and thought they had done. 


Yet hee can abideto ſee his brother his priſoner, whom no bonds could bind fo 
ſtrong, ashis affection bound him to his captive: Simeor1s left in pawne , in fetrers; 


the reſt returne,with their corne, with theirmoney, paying nothing for their provi- 


now more irkeſometo them.then their need:and rhey feare, God meanes to puniſh 
them more in this ſuperfluitie of money then in the want of viftuals (What i this 


that God hath doneto us > ) Itisa wile courſe to be jealous of our gaine; and more to 
feare,then deſire abundance. 


Old laceb that was notuſed to ſimple and abſolute contentments , receives the 


the lofſe of one ſonne,and the danger of another:;and knowesnot whether itbebet- 
ter for himto dye with hunger , or with griefe, for the departure of that ſonne of 


his right hand:He drivesoff all ril the laſt;ProtraRtion is a kinde of eaſe inevils that 
muſt come. | 


At length(as no plea is ſo imporcunate,as that of famine) Bemamin muſt goe;one 


whom he loved, miſerable ? How injurious were that affe&tion tokeepe his ſonne fo 
longin his eye,till they ſhould ſee eachother dye for hunger! 


|| Theten brothers returne into Zgypr loaded with'double money in their facks,8& 


a preſent in their hands;the danger of miſtaking is required, by honeſt minds, with 
more then reſtitution. It is not enough tofinde our owne hearts cleare in ſuſpicious 
ations except we fatisfieothers: Now hath 7:ſeph what he would,the ſight and pre- 
ſence ofhis Benjamin,whom he therefore borrowesofhis Father for a time, thathee 
might returne him witha greater intereſt ofjoy : Andnow hee feaſts them whom 
hee formerly threatned, and turnes their feare into wonder : all unequall love 15 not 
partiall ; all the brethren are entertained bountifully ; but Benjamin hath a five-fold 


portion:By how much his welcome was greater Red ſo much his pretended theft 
| wa A2aaa 


_ 
4th. 


ſuſpicion have come roaperfit intelligence of his Fathers eſtate;and theirs, if he had 


ſion,but their labour ; that they might be as much troubled with the beneficenceof 
that ſtrange Zeg5prian Lord,as before with his imperious ſuſpition. Their wealth was | 


ay pe ſcaſonable proviſion , together with the affliction of that heavy meſſage | 


eviil muſt be hazarded for the redrefle of another; What would it availe him, to ſee | 


ſcemed!_ 
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(ontemplations. . Lis. 111, 
ſeemed more hainous ; for good turnes aggravate unkindnefſes, and our offencesare, A 
 encreaſed with our obligations; How eafie is 1t to finde advantages where there 18a 
| purpoſe to accuſe! Benjamins lacke makes him guilty of that whereof his heart was 
free;Crimes ſeeme ſtrange co the innocent; well might they abjure this fact,with the 
offer of bondage be death:For they which carefully brought againe that which they 
might have taken,would never take that which was not given them. Bur thus 7eſeph 
would yetdally with his brethren, and make Benjamin a thiefe , that he mighr make 
him a ſervant,& fright his brethren with the peril of rhat their charge,thathe might 
double their joy, andamazedneſſe, in giving them two brothers at once : our hap- 
pineſſe is greater,and ſivecter,when we haye well feared, and ſmarted with eyils. 
\ Burnow when /aaah ſeriouſly reported the danger of his old Father,and he fad- 
 neſſe of his laſt complaint , compaſſion and joy will be concealed no longer ; but 
breake forth violently athis voyce and eyes. Many paſſions doe not well abide Wit- 
neſſes, becauſe they are guilty to their owne weakeneſle. 7oſeph ſends forth his ſer- 
vants;that hee might freely weepe. He knew hee could not ſay, am 1eſeph,withour 
an unbeſeeming vehemence. | ; 

Never any word ſounded ſo ſtrangly as this,in the eares ofthe Patriarkes. Won- | 
der,doubt,reverence,oy,feare, hope, guiltineſfſe, ſtrucke them at once. It was time | 
for 1oſeph to ſay, Feare not ; No marvell if they ftood with paleneſſe and filence be- | 
fore him; looking on him, and on each other: the more they conſidered, they won- 
dredmore; and the morethey belecved.the more they feared: For thoſe words(! am 
roſeph)ſeemed to ſound thus much to their guilty thonghts;You are murtherers:and 
I ama Prince infpight of you: My power and this place,give me all opportunities of 
revenge ; My glory is your fhame, mylife your danger, your finne lives together | 
with me. But now the teares and gracious words of 79ſeph have foone afſnred them | 
of pardon and love,and have bidden them turne their eyes from their ſinne againſt | 
their brother, to their happinefſe in him, and haye changed their donbts into hopes | 
& joyes; caufing them to lookeupon him without feare, thoughnot withour thame. | 
His loving embracements cleare their hearts of all jealouſtes;and haſten to put new | 
thoughts into them of fayour, andof greatnefſe : So that now forgetting what evill | 
| they did to their brother, they are thinking'of whatgood their brother may doe to 
them.ACctions falved up with a free forgivenefle,are as not done : andasa bone once | 
broken,is {tronger after well ſerting,ſo is loye after reconcilement. 

But as wounds once healed, leave a ſcarre behind them; fo remitted injuries Ieave 
| commonly inthe actors a gwlty remembrance ; which hindred theſe brerhren from 
| that freedome of joy,which elfe they had conceived: This was their fault,not loſephs: 
 whoſtrives to give them all ſecuritie ofhis love; andwill be as bountifall, as they | 
were cruell.They ſend him nakedto ſtrangers,hee ſends them in new and rich live- 
ries rotheir Father; they tooke a ſmall ſumme of money for him, hee gives them 
great treaſures; They ſent his torne coat tohis Father ; He ſends varietie of coft] 
rayments to his Father, by them. They fold him to be the load of Camels ; He ſends 
them home with Chariots, It muſt bea great favour that can appeaſethe conſcience 
of a great injury. Now they returne home rich and joyfull,making themſelves hap- | 
py to thinke how glad they ſhould make their Father with this newes. 

That good old man would neyer have hoped that Zgypt could have afforded 
ſuch provilion asthis:Ioſeph & yer alive: This wasnot food, but life tohim. The re- 
rurneof Benjamin was comfortable : butthat his dead ſonne was yetaliveafter ſo 
many yeares lamentation,was tidings too happy to be beleeyed, and was enough to | 
endanger that life with exceſſe of joy,which the knowledge thereof doubled.Over- | 
|excellent objects are dangerousin their ſudden apprehenſions. Onegraine of that 

joy would have ſafely cheered him,whereofa full meaſare over-layes his heart with | 
roo muchſweetnefſe, There isnocarthly pleaſure whereofwe may not ſurfer : of the 
{{pwrituall we cannever have enough. 
| Yet his eyes revive his mind, which his eares had thus aſtoniſhed. When hee faw | 
\the Chariots of his ſonne, hee beleeved roſephs life, and refreſhed his owne. He had 
100 much before,ſothathe could not enjoy it:now he faith, 1 have enough, Joſeph my | 


__|fowne 53 yet alive. 4 : "They # 


I's 
140 
4 | %” 
b, | | ml 
P I: : 
| 254 11; [| 
4M 11519 
' * 
3 4: MEL 
: , : 
n . 
13 KP v5 L 
*< 'T 
id 
”F* 0 / 
i, BY | 
*.3 BY 
:* 
4 | 
2 
£4, KT 
TT 
E 1 [4 - 
- 
W; 
8.7 '| 
SF cy 
k 39 +: [i 
3 1 i! 
Iv | 
* 
: 3; ' 
; 1,18 
311 1B 
4 " 
tf i 7 4 
«I # FY 
, ' [} 
. 'S 
4." 
»* 1 
Fr £©IYHH 
"©::8 
3.8 || 4K 
p " WW; 
TH! 
1} 
f : 
2 TY 
2: ! Io, 
+ þ 
Fi : 
- [i ; 
f {44 
F .c 15% 
031 4 
3 Phat 
+. BRY 
ta & ' 
Lo 1 
4 
' 
> 4 : ? 
4 .*% 
p , 
Wh 
' 
:, bi ' 
b, BY , 
» % is 
{i ” 
: 4 + 
339 't 3 
: 
f . 
v + 
ITY 3% 
- e 
3633 3: 
; . 
"ti 
4 
50 $4 
# 
' {14 
*Þ 'ss 
> » ; 1 
: 
x / 
$.® »-' £60 
o F + 
037 £ 
0 4; 
$4 30+ 4 
BY j : 
; +! 
4 34 
| 378; 
: þ * 
, - 
s f [3 
+ 7 
4 : . 
, , 
FX; 2 . 
A : [ 
* 7. 
: $x } 
0 We: 
; 
|S; p © | 
1 4 4 
C71 
+ |} TEX 
£4 y : : 
: ; S . 
n SE f 
bf % 
JH 4+; 
| "i 
'; RET 
. $ | X + 
: y, 
ry j= x £4 
\$d - & "I 
"7; KY. bd 
v4 wt! n 1 j 
EF BY 2 5:- 
: [ 
; . bh 
bs; FY. 
: k F 
? (a 
1 3 38 
: is "$ 
+ & i% 4 n j 
: La FEE 
W329 19% 
» Cx ® th 
bl : : ! 
+ F Ch { 
$. . , 
: 2; 
x " 
£ PF 
; 3 + 
A -: 
[ 
: : 
$; 
C &! ; 
$55 
| : 
: >. + 
: . : 
a x 
: : 
4 _ | 
*Y , 
; , 
} . KF 
. , 3" hy 
j 4; 


* 
© + 
| 
4 
'y | 
"w 
'F; 
it 


- ® —_ my 4 Mp 
MEA =" x "at "abs * 
_ he OE II, nt ny 


Ts. Of Jos 77 LR 7 


A | 


| honour,that 1s not thankefull for life. 


They told him of his honout,he ſpeakes of his life : life is better then honour. To 
have heard that"7oſeph lived a ſeryant , would have joyed him more, then to heare 
that he dyed honourably.The greater bleſling obſcures the lefſe. He is not worthy of 

Yet Toſephs life did not content Jacob without his preſence: ( 1 will ge downe and 
ſee him ere 1 dye : ) The light of the eye isbetter then towalke in deſires ; Good 
things pleaſureusnot in their being,bur in our enjoying. 

Theheight of all earthly contentment appeared in the meeting of theſe two. 
whom their mutuall lofſe had more endeared to each other : The intermiſſionof 
comforts hath this advantage, that it ſweetens our delight more in the returne,then 
was abatedin the forbearance. God doth oft-times hide away our 1sſeph for a time, 
that we may bee more joyous and thankfull ih his recoverie : This was the ſincereſt 
pleaſure that ever Jacob had,which therefore God reſerved for his age. 

And ifthe meeting of earthly friends be ſo unfpeakably comfortable; how happy 


; ſhall we be inthe light of the glorious face of God our heavenly Father ! of thatour 


blefſed Redeemer whom we ſold to deathby our fnnes ! and which now after that 
noble Triumph hath all power given him in Heaven and Earth. en 
Thus did acob rejoyce when he was togoe out of the Land of Promiſe, toafor- 
raine Nation , for 1sſephs ſake ; being glad that hee ſhould loſe his Countrey, for his 
ſonne. What ſhall our joy be, who muſt goe out of this forraine Land of our Pilgri- 
mage.,to the home of our glorious inheritance,to dwell with none bur our owne ; in 
that better and more lightſome Goſhen , freefrom all the incumbrances of this A 
ypt.,and full of all the riches and delights of God? The guilty conſcience can never 
thinke it ſelfe ſafe : Somany yeares experience of Joſephs love could not ſecure his 
brethren of remiſſion : thoſe that know they have deſeryedill , are wont to miſ- 
interpret fayours,and thinke they cannot beebeloved: All that while his goodneſle 
ſeemed but concealedand fleeping malice ; which they feared intheir Fathers laſt 
ſleepe would awake , and bewray it ſelfe in revenge : Still therefore they plead the 
name oftheir Father , though dead,not daring touſe their owne : Good meanings 
cannot bee more wronged then with ſuſpicion : Ir grieves 7oſeph to ſee their feare, 
and to find they had not forgotten their owne ſinne , and to heare them ſo paſſio- 
nately crave that which they had. | 
(Forzive the treſpaſſe of the ſervants of thy Fathers God: )What a conjuration of par- 
don was this 2 What wound could be either ſo deepe, or ſo feſtred, as this plaſter 
could not cure ? They ſay not.the ſonnes of thy Father, for they knew Iacob was 
dead,and they had degenerated; bur the ſervants of thy Fathers God : How much 
ſtronger are the bonds of Religion then of Nature ?. If 7oſeph had beene rancorous, 
this deprecation had charmed him ; but now it reſolves himintoteares : They are 
not ſo ready to acknowledge theirold offence , as he to proteſt his love ; and if he 
chidethem for any thing , it is for that they thought they needed to intreat ; ſince 
they might know,it could not ſtand with the fellow-ſervant of their Fathers God to 
harbour maliciouſneſſe,ro purpoſe revenge. Am zot 1 under God? And fully toſecure 
them: hee turnes their eyes from themſelves to the Decree of God, from the action 
to the event; as one that wouldhave themthinke, there wasnocaule to repent of 
that which proved o ſucceſlefull. | 
Even late confeſſion finds forgiveneſſe ; Yoſeph had long agoe ſcene their for- 
row, never but now heard he their humble acknowledgment ; Mercy ſtayes 
not for outward ſolemnities. How much more ſhall that infinite 
g0odnefſe pardon our finnes,when hee 
findes the truth of our re- 
pentance ? 
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ALL GRACE AND 
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Honorable, | 
FIRE L that F can ſay for my ſelfe, is a deſire of doing 
GAYS 200d ; which if it were as fervent in richer hearts, 

WY tbe Church which now wee ſee comely, would then 
TAREND UL be glorious : this boneſt ambition hath carried mee | 
| "Ou to nepleft the feare of ſeeming prodigall of my lit-| 
[tle - and while ſeeotbers 7 alents ruſting in the earth , hath 
| drawne me to traffique with mine in publike. F hope, no adven- 
| ture that ever F made of this kinde, ſhall be equally gainefull to' 
| this my preſent labour, wherein Þ take Gods owne Hiſtorie for | 
| the ground,and worke pon it by what e Meditations my weake- | 


- * 


| nefſe can afford : The divineneſſe of thu ſubject ſhall make more | 
| then amends for the manifold defects of my diſcourſe ; although | 
| || «lſo the blame of an imperfection # ſo much the more, when it. 
| |/ighrethupon ſo high a choice. Thupart which F offer to your 
| {| Lordſhip, ſhall ſhew you Pharaoh impotently envious and craell, 
| |theFſraelutes of friends become ſlaves, puniſhed onely for proſpe- 
ring ; Moſes in the Weedes, in the (Court, in the Deſart, in the 
_ | Hillof Viſions, a (ourtier in Egypt, a Shepheard in Midian, 
| lan ef mbaſſador from God,a Leader of Gods people © and when | 
90s ſee prodigious varietie of the plagues of Egypt, you ſhall 
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not know whether more to wonder at the miracles of Moſes, 6r | 
Pharaohs obſtinacie. Finally, you ſhall ſee the ſame Waves made 
| both.a wal and a gulfe in one boure;the /Egyptians drowned, where 
10 Fſraelite was wet-ſhod : and if theſe paſſages, yeeld not abun-| 
danceof profitable thoughts impute it (not without pardon to the | 

povertie of my weake conceit, which yet may perhaps occaſion bet-| 
ter unto others. In all humble ſubmiſiten Icommend them(Cwhat 
they are) to your Lordſhips favourable acceptation,and your ſelfe 
with them to the gracious bleſing of our God, 


Your Lordfhips in alldutifull 


obſeryance at command, 


Jos. Hart. 
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T he affiction of Fſrael. 


>©28 Gy vp T was longan harbour to the Iſraelites; now it proves a | 
TR SO Poſteritie of /acob finds too late, what it was for their 
/; forefathers to ſell roſaph, aflave into Fgypt. Thoſe whom the 
1x29 #gyptians honouredbefore as Lords, now they contemne as 
Ms) drudges : One Pharaoh advances,whom another labours to de- 
6. ca preſſe : Not ſeldome the fame man changes copies : but if fa- 
== x vours out-live one age,they prove decrepitand heartleſſe: It is 
'  _ ararething to findpoſteritic heires of their fachers love: How | 
{kould mens fayonrbe but like themſelves. variable and inconſtant ? there is no cer- 
taintie but in the fayour of God, in whom can be no change;wholſe love is intayled 
upon 4 thouſand generations. 
Yer if the Iſtaclites had beene trecherous to Pharavb, it difobedient, this grear 
change of countenance had beenejult ; now the onely offence of Iſrael, is, that he 
proſpereth ; that whichſhould be the motive of their gratulation, and friendſhip, is | 
| the cauſe of their malice. There is no more harefull ſight to a wicked man , then the 
proſperitieof the conſcionable;None bur the ſpirit of that true Harbinger of Chriſt, | 
can teach us to ſay with contentment, He muſt excreaſe, but 1 muſt decreaſe. | 
And what if Iſrael be mighty and rich ?. (if there be warre, they may joyne with our 
enemies, and get them out of the Land.) Behold, they are afraid to lk with thoſe | 
whomrhey are grieved to entertaine : either ſtaying, or going 1soffe 
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nce enough, to 
thoſe that ſeeke quarrels; There were no warres,and yet they ſay,Ifthere be warres, | 
The Iſraelites hadneyer given cauſe of feare to revolt, and yet they ſay, Leſt they 
joyne toourenemies,to thoſe encmies which we may have 4 So they make their 
certaine friends ſlayes , for feare of uncertaine enemies. Wickedneſſe is ever 
 cowardly,and full of unjuſt ſuſpitions z itmakes a man feare, where nofeare 1s, fly, 
when none purſaes him. What difference rhereisbetwixt David and Phareob ! The 
faith ofrhe one fayes,? will not be af# aid for tex thouſand that ſhould beſet me, The feare 
ofthe other fayes, Leſt if there be warrt, they joyne with our exemits ; therefore ſhould 
hee have made much of the Iſfaelites, that they might be his ; his favour might have 

made them firme;:Why mightthey notas welldraw their fyords fot him. 
Weake and baſe minds ever incline ro the worle;and ſeeke fafety;racher in ain in 

| poſlibility ofhurr, then in the likelihood ofiuſtadvantage. Fayours had A more 
| IN 
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binding then cruelties:yert the fooliſh Zgyptian had rather have impotent ſervants, | A 
then able friends.For their welfare alone,Pheraoh owes Iſrael a miſchicte; and how | 
will he pay it? | OE $0 re Het 

(Come let us wor ke wiſely;)Lewd men call wickedpolicies wiſedome.and their ſaic- 
cefle happineſſe:Herein Saran is wiſer then they;w ho both layes the plot,and makes 
them ſuch fooles,asto miſtake villany and madneſſe;for the beſt vertue. 
| Injuſtice is upheld by violence,whereas juſt governments are maintained by love: 
Taske-maſters muſt be ſet over 1ſ7ae!; they ſhould not be the true ſced of Iſrael, if 
they were not {till ſet to wreſtle with God in affiictons : Heavy burdens mult be laid 
upon the: 1/rael is never but loaded,the deſtiny ofone of 7acobs ſons 15common to al; 
To lye downe berwixt their burdens.If they had ſeemed tobrearhe them in Goſhez 
ſometimes, yeteven there it wasno ſinall miſerie tobe forainers.and to hive among 
Idolaters;but now the name of aflave is added to the name of a ſtranger. 1/raet had 
gathered ſome ruſt in Idolatrous «£gypt,&&now he muſt be ſcowred:they had borne 
the burdenof Gods anger, if they had not borne the burdens of the Xgyprians. 

As Godafflicted them withanother minde then the Fgyptians; (God to excerciſe 
them,the Ze yprians to ſuppreſſe them;Jſo cauſes he the eyent to differ. Who would | 
not have thought with theſe Xgyprians,thar ſo extreme miſery ſhould nothave made 
the 1ſraclites unfit both for generation andrefiftance?Moderate exercile [trengthens, 
extreame deſtroyes nature: That God which many times workes by contrary means, 
cauſed them to grow with depreflion,with perſecution to multiply; How can Gods 
Church bur fare well. ſince the very malice of their enemies benefits them? Oh the 
ſoveraigne goodnefle of our God that rurnes all our poiſons into cordials!Gods Vine 
beares the better with bleeding. 

And now the Xgyptians could be angry with their owne malicioufneſſe; that this 
was the occaſion rakpiring them whom they hated, and feared: to ſee that this : 
ſervice gained more to the workmen,then totheir Maſters ; The ſtronger therfore 
the Iſraelites grew, the more imporent grew the malice of their perſecutors. And 
ſincetheirowne labour ſtrengthens them,nowryranme wil try-what can be done by 
the violence of others : ſince the preſent ſtrength cannor be ſubdued; the hopes of 
ſucceſſion muſt be prevented:women muſt be ſuborned to bee murderers;and thoſe 
| whoſe office 1s to helpe the birth, muſt deſtroy 1r. | 
| There was leffe fuſpition of crueltie in that ſexe, and more opportunitie of doing 
miſchiefe. The male children muſt be borne,and die at once;what can be more mno- | 
cent, then the childe that hath not lived ſo muchas to cry, or toſee light? Ir is fault | 
enough tobe the ſonne of an 7ſrelire:the daughters may live for hondage. for luſt: a 
condition ſo much (at the leaſt)worle then dearh.as their ſex vas weaker.O marye- 
 lous cruelty,thata man ſhould killa man, for his ſexes ſake ! Whoſoever hath looſed 
the reynes unto cruelty,1s eafily carried into incredible extremities. 

From burdens,they proceed to bondage,and from bondage to blood:from anun- 
juſt vexationof their body,roan inhumane deſtruction of the fruit of theirbody. As 
the ſins of rhe concupiſcible part, from ſlight motions, grow on to foule executions, 
ſo doe thoſe of the iraſcible; there. is no ſinne, whoſe harbour is more unſafe, then of 
that of malice:But oft-times the power of tyrants anſivers not their will : evill com- 
manders cannot alwayes meet with equally miſchievous agents...  —__ 

The feare of God teaches the Midwives todiſobey anunjuſt command;they well | 
knew,how no excuſe it is for eyill, I was bidden. God faid to their hearts, T how ſhalt 
not kill: This voyce was lowder then Pharaohs.I commend their obedience indifobey- | 
ing:I dare not commend their excuſe;there was as much weakenefle intheir anſwer, 
as itrength in their praCtice:as they feared God innot killing, fothey feared Pharaoh | 

in diflembling:oft-times thoſe thatmake conſcience of greater ſinnes,are overtaken 
with lefſe. Itis well andrare,if wee cancome forth ofa dangerous attionwithout any ; 
ſoyle;and if we have eſcaped the ſtorme., that ſome after drops wet. us not. . , | 

Who wouldnot have expected that the Midwiyes ſhould be murdered, - for not 
| murthering? Pharaeh couldnot be ſo fimple to chinke theſe women truſty; yet his in- 
| OEPING no power to reach to their puniſhment. God proſpered the Mid- 
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Lis. [HL T he affiiction of F/ratl. 
A ,wives,who can harme them?Eyen the not doing of evill isrewarded withgood.And 
why didthey proſper? Becauſe they feared God; Not for their diſſimulation, bur 
cheirpiety.Sodid God regard their mercy,that he regarded not their infirmity. How 
fondly doe men lay the thanke upon the ſfinne,which is due to the vertue: true wiſe- 
dome teaches rodiſtinguiſh Gods actions and to aſcribe them to che right cauſes: 
Pardon belongs to thelyeof the Mid-wives, and remuneration to their goodneſſe. 
proſperity to their feare of God, : LEES. 
* But that which the Mid-wives will not,the multitude ſhall doe; It were ſtrange, if 
wicked rulers ſhould not finde ſome or other inſtruments of violence:all the people 
muſt drown whothe women faved. Cruelty hath but ſinoked before,now-itflames | 
up,ſecret praiſing hath made itſhamelefſe, that now it dare proclaime tyranny. It is 
a miſerable ſtate, where every man 1s made an executioner : there can be no'greater 
argument of an ill cauſe,then a bloody perſecution,whereas Truth upholds her ſelfe 
by mildneſſe,and 1s promoted by patience.This is their act, what was their ifſte?The 
people muſt drowne their males, themlelyes are drowned : they died by the fame 
meanes,by whichthey cauſedrhe poore Ifraeliriſh infants to dye;that law of reralia- 
tion which God will notallow to us, becauſe we are fellow-creatures, he juſtly pra- 
ſeth inus.God would have us readeour fins in our judgements,that we might both 
repent of our ſins,and give'glory to his Juſtice. 

Pharaoh raged before, much more now, that he receiveda meſſage of diſmiſſion, 
the monitiss of God make 1] men worſe:the waves do not beat,nor roare any where | 
ſo much.as at the banke which reſtrames thE.Corruption when it is checked,growes 
mad with rage:;as the yapour in a cloud wouldnot make that fearefall report,ifit mer | 
not with oppoſition. A good heart yeelds attheſtilleſt yoice of God : Bur the moſt | 
gratious motions ef God harden the wicked. Many would not be fo deſperately ſet- | 
led in their fins, if the word had not controuled them. How milda meſſage was this 
to Pharavb,andyet how galling ? Wee pray thee let xs goe. God commands him that 
which he feared.He tooke pleaſure in the preſentſervitude of Iſrael : God calls for a 
| releaſe.If the ſute had beene for mitigation of labour, for preſervation of their chil- | 
 dren,it mighthave carried ſome hope,and have found ſome favour:but now God re- 

quires that which he knowes will «s much diſcontent Pharaoh, as Pharavhs crueltie | 
| could diſcontent the Iſraelites; Les ws goe. How contrary are Gods precepts to naturall 
- minds? and indeed, as they love to crofſe him in theirpractice, fo heloves tocroſſe 
'D | chem in their commands before.and his puniſhments afterwards : It is a dangerous 


| | figneofanill heartrofeele Gods yoke heavy. 


6 


Moſes talks of facrifice, Pharavh talkes of worke. Any thing ſeemes due worke to | 
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; acarnall mind favingGods ſervice : nothing ſuperfluous,burtreligious duties. Chriſt 
; relsns,there is butone thing neceſſarie:Naturetels us there 1s nothing but that need- 
| lefle: Moſes ſpeakes of deyetion,Pharaoh of idleneffe. It hath bin an old uſe, as to caſt 
| faire colours upon our owne vicious attions,fo to caſtevill aÞcrſions upon the good 
| ations of others. The ſame Devill that ſpoke in Pharaoh,ſpeakes (till in our ſcoffers, 
| and cals Religion Hypocriſie,conſcionable care,fingularity. Every vice hath a title, 


| and eyery vertue a diſgrace. 


| Yetwhile poſſible raskes were impoſed,there was ſome comfort : Theirdiligence 
might ſavetheir backes from ſtripes. The conceit ofa benefit tothe commander,and 
hope of impunity tothe labourer,might give a good pretence togreat difficulries:bur 
to require tasks not faifible,is tyrannicall.and doth onely picke a quarrell co puniſh, 
they could neither make ſtraw,nor finde it,yet they muſt have it. Do what may be, | 
| 1s tolerable;but do what cannor be,iscruell. Thoſe which are above orhersin place, 
 rnuſt meaſare their commands, not by their owne wils, bur by the ſtrength of their 
| inferiours.Torequire more ofa beaſt chen he can doe,js inhumane.The raske 1s not 
done; the task-maſters are beaten: thepuniſhmenr lyes where the charge'is; they 
muſt exa it ofthe people, Pharaoh of then. It is the miſery of thoſe whichare tra- 
 ſted with authority, that theirinferiours faults are beaten upontheirbacks. This | 
was nor the fault torequire it of the taske-maſters, but to require it by the taske- | 
maſters,ofthe people. Publike perſons do cither goodor illwith athouland hands, | 
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Of the birth and breeding of M 0 s « s. T_ 


| 
Z 352 wonder that Amram the father of Moſes, would thinke of the mari- 


| 


age bed in ſotroubleſome atime,when he knew he ſhould beger children | 
either toſſavery or ſlaughter : yet evennow in the heat of this bondage 
he maries 7echebed : the , <vr"A of his ſons was not ſogreat anevill, as: 
his owne burning; the thraldome of his daughters not ſo great an evil, as 
the ſubjefion unto (infull defires. He therefore uſes Gods remedie for his finne;and 
referres the ſequell of his danger to God. How neceflary is this imitation for thoſe 
which have notthe power of containing ! perhaps we would haye thought ir berter 
to live childlefſe : but Amram and lochebed durſtnot incurre the danger ofa finne,to 
ayoid the danger of a miſchiefe. No doubt when Jochebed the mother of Moſes,faw a 
man child borne of her.and him beautifull and comely,ſke fel into extreame paſſion, 
to thinke thar the executioners hand ſhould ſucceed the Midwives. All the time of 
| her conception, ſhe could not bur feare a ſonne;now fhe ſees him.and thinkesof his 
birth and death atonce, her ſecond throes are more grievous thenher firſt. The 
paines of travellin others are ſomewhat mitigated with hope, and countervailed 
with joy, thata man-child is borne;in her they are doubled with feare;the remedy of 
others is her complaint: ſtill ſhe lookes when ſome fierce Xgyptian would came in, 
and ſnatch her new-borne infant out of her boſome;whoſe comelineſſe had now alto 
added toher affe&tion. 
Many times God writes preſages of Majeſty and honor,eyeninthe faces of childre. 
Little did ſhe rhfnke,that ſhe held inher lap the Deliverer of Iſrael. It 15 good to ha- 
zard in greateſt appearances of danger. If 1ochebed had faid, If I beare a fon,they will 
kill him, wherehad beene thegreat Reſcuer of Iſrael ? Happy is that reſolution 
which canfollow God hood-winkt, and let him diſpoſe ofthe event : When ſhe can 
no longer hide kim in her wombe.ſhe hides him in her houſe, aftaid leſt every of his 
cryings ſhould guide the executioners to his cradle. And now ſhe ſees her treaſure 
can be no longer hid, ſhe ſhips himin a barke ofbulruſhes, and commits him to the 
mercy of the waves,and(which was more mercileſſe) to the danger of an Xgyprian 
paſſenger,yetdothſhe not leave him withour a guardian. 
No tyranny can forbid her tolove him, whom ſhe 1s forbidden to keepe ; Her 
daughters eyes muſt ſupply the place of her armes. And rf the weake affection of a 
mother,were thus effectually carefall;what ſhall we thinke of him,whoſe love, whoſe 
compaſlion is(as himſelfe) infinite? His eye, his hand, cannot but be with us, even 
when we forſake our ſelves: Moſes had never a ſtronger proteCtionabour him,no not 
when all his Iſraelites were pitched about his Tent in the Wildernefle, then now 
when hee lay ſprawling alone upon the waves:no water, no Xgyprian can hurt him. 
| Neither friend nor mother dare owne him, and now God challenges his cuſtodie. 

When wee ſeeme moſt neglefted and forlorne in our felyes, thenis God moſt pre- 
ſent, moſt vigilant. 

His providece brings Pharaohs daughter thither to waſh her ſelf. Thoſe times lookt 
for no great ſtate: A Princeſſe comes to bathe her ſelfin the open ſtreame:ſhe meant 
only to waſh her ſelf:God ferches her thirher, to deliver the Deliverer of his people. 
His deſignes go beyond ours.We know not(whe we ſet our foot over our threſhold) 
what he hath to do with us.This event ſeemed cafuall ro this Princeſſe, bur predeter- 
mined aud provided by God, before ſhe was:how wiſely and ſiveetly God brings to 
paſſe his own purpales,in our ignorance andregardlefneſſe ! She ſaw the Arke, opens 
it,tinds the child weeping;his beaury and his teares had God providedfor the ftrong 
perſwaſions of mercy. This young and lively Oratorie prevailed. Her heart is ſtrucke 
with compaſſion,and yet her tongue could fay; It & an Hebrew child. 

See here the mercifull datighter of a cruell father:Ir is an uncharitable and iniuri- 
ous ground,tejudge of the childs diſpoſition by the parents. How well doth pitty 
beſceme great perſonageslarid moſt in extremitics.Ithad beenedeath to another ro 
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| A reſcuethe child of an Hebrew:;in her ic was ſafe andinoble.lt is an happy thing,whe | 
great ones improve their places tofo much more Charity,as their liberty is more. - - 
Moſes his ſiſter finding the Princeſſe compaſſionate, offers to procure a nurſe, and | 
ferches the mother : and whocan be fo fita nurſe asa mother ? Shenow with glad 
hands receives her child, both with authority and reward.She would have give all her 
ſubſtance for the life of her ſon; & nowſhe hath a rewardronurſe him:The exchange 
ofthe name of a mother, for the name of a nurſe, hath gained herboth her ſon, and 
his education,and w:ch botha recompence.Religion.doth not call usro a weake fim- 
plicitic;but allowes us as much of the Serpent as of the Doye: lawfull policies haye 
from God both liberty 1n the u(e,and bleſſing in the ſucceſle; tb 2 = 
The good Lady did not breed him as ſome child of almes,. or as ſome wretched | 
outcaſt,tor whom 1t mightbe favour enough to live,bur as her own ſon;in all thede-{ 
licacies, in all the learning of Xgypt. Whatſbever the Court or the Schoole could 
put into him, he wanted not ; yer all this could not make him forget thathe was an 
Hebrew.Education workes wondrous changes.and is of great force either way:a lit- 
tle aduancement hath ſo puffed ſomeup above thefelyes,that they have not only for- 
got their friends,bur ſcorned their parents.” All the honours of Xgypt could not win 
Moſes not to call his nurſe, mother,or weane him from a willing miſery with the Il 
raelites.If we had Hoſes his faith, we could not but make his choice. Itis onely our 
infidelity that binds us ſoto the world, and makes us preferrethe momentany plea- 
ſures of finne,unto that everlaſting recompence of reward. 
He went forth,and looked onthe burdens of Iſrael. What needed Moſes to have 
aMicted himſelfe with the affictions of others ? Himlſelfe was at eaſe and pleaſure in 
the Court of Pharavh.A good heart cannot endure tobe happy alone:and muſt needs, 
unbidden.ſhare with others in their miferies. He 1s no true Moſes that is not moved 
with the calamities of Gods Church. Toſee an Xgyprian ſmite anHebrew, it ſmote 
him,and moved him ro ſmite. He hath no Ifracliciſh blood in him, that can endure 
to ſee an Iſraelite ſtricken either with hand or with tongue. 
Here was his zeale:where was his authority 2 Doubtlefle, Hoſes had an inſtint 
from God of his Magiſtracy;elſe how ſhould he thinke they would have underſtood 
| what himſelfedid not? Oppreſlions may not be righred by violence,but by law. The 
redreſſe of evil by a perſonunwarranted,is evil. Moſes knew that God had called him, 
he knew that Pharaoh knew itnor:therfare he hides the Xgyprian in the ſand. Thoſe 
actions which may be approoved untoGodare not alwaies ſafe with men:as contra- 
rily,too many things goe current with men,which are notapproved of God. - 
Another Hebrew is ſtricke,but by an Hebrew:the a& is the ſame,the agents differ: 
neither doth theirprofeſſion more differ,then Moſes his proceedings.He gives blowes. 
to the one:to theother,words. The blowes.to the Xgyprian were deadly.the words, 
rothe Hebrew,gentle & plauſible. As God makes a difference berwixt chaſtiſements 
of his owne,and puniſhments of ſtrange children:ſomuſt wiſe Governors learn todi- 
ſtinguiſh ofſins and judgements,according tg circumſtances. How mildly doth Moſes 
admoniſh!Sirs,ye are brethren.Ifthere had been burany dram of good nature in thele. 
Hebrewes,they had relented: now ir is ſtrange to ſee,that being ſouniverſally yexed 
with their common adyerfary,they ſhould yer yexe one another : One would haye 
thought that acommon oppoſition ſhould have united them more,yet now private 
grudges do thus dangerouſly divide the. Blowes enow were not dealt by the &gyp- 
tians.theirown muſt addeto the violence.Srill Satan is thus bufje, and Chriſtians are 
thus malicious,that(as if they wanted enemies)they flye inone anothers faces.While 


wear in this Fgyptof the world,all unkind ſtrifes would caſily be compoſed,itwe 
did not forget that we are brethren. | 


Behold an Egyptian in the ſkin of an Hebrew:how dogged an anſwer doth Moſes 
receive to ſogentle a reproofe? who wouldnot have expected that this Hebrew had 
bin enough dejefted with the common affli&io? Bur vexations may make ſome more 
miſerable,not more humble; as we ſee fickenefſes make ſome trattable, others more 
froward.It is no caſie matterto beare areproofe well,if neyer ſo welitempered ; no | 

Sugar carj bereave a Pill of his bitrerneſſe. None bur the gracious can ſay, Ler the | 
X | SELL righteows\ 
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righteous ſmite mee. Nexttothe not deſerving a reproote, is the well taking of it. Bute | A. 
who is ſo ready to except and exclaime as the wrong-doer? The paticnt replies nox, | 
One injurie drawes on another: firſt rohis brother, then to his reproover.Guiltineſſe 
 willmakea man ſtirre uponevery touch : he that was wronged, could incline to re- 
conciliation:Malice makes men uncapable of good counſell; and there ate none fo 
grear enemies to Juſtice,as thoſe which are enemies to peace. . | : | 

With whatimparience doth a galled heart receive an admonition! This unworthy 
Ifraelite is thepatterne of a ſtomackfull offender, firſt, hee is rnooved tocholer in 
himſelf:then he cals for the authority ofthe admoniſher:a ſmall authority will ſerye 
for a lovingadmonition. It is the duty of men,much more of Chriſtians, to adyiſc a- 
gainiſt fin; yet this man askes, Who made thee a Judge?for but finding fault with his 
1njury. Then he aggravates, and miſconſtrues, Wilt thou kill me ? when Moſes meant 
| onely toſayeboth. It was the death of his malice onely that was intended, and the 
fafety ofhis perſon. And laſtly, he upbraids him with former aCtions, T hon killedſt the 
eABeyptian: What if he did?What if unjuſtly? What was this to the Hebrew? Another 
mans fin isno excuſe for ours. A wicked heart never lookes inward to it ſelfe, but 
outward to the quality of the reprovyer;ifthat afford exception,it is enough:as a dog 
runs firſt to revenge on the ſtone : What matter 1s it to me who he be that admoni- 
ſheth me?Letme looke home into my ſelfe : let me looke to his adyice. It that be 
good,it is more ſhame to me to be reprooved by an evil man.Asa good mans allow- 
ance cannot warrant evill,ſo anevil mans reproofe may remedy evill:If this Hebrew | 
had beene well pleaſed, Moſes had not heard of his ſlanghter ; now incholer all will 
out ; and if this mans tongue had not thus caſt him in the teeth with blood, he had 
beene ſurpriſed by Pharaoh, ere he conld have knowne that the fact was knowne. 

Now he growesjealous, flees, and eſcapes. No friend is ſo commodious in fome 
caſes asan adverſarie; This woid which the Hebrew thought to give Moſes, laved his 
life. As it 1s good for a man tohave an'enemy,ſo it ſhall be our wiſdome to makeuſe 
of his moſt cholericke objectios. The worſt ofan enemy may prove moſt ſoveraigne 
to our ſelves. Moſes flees. Itis no diſcomfort fora man to flee whenhis conſcience 
purſues himnot : Where Gods warrant will not protet&t us, it is goodfor the heeles 
to ſupply the place of the tongue. | 
} Moſes when he may notin Fgypr,he will be doing juſtice in Midian. In Fgypt, 
he deliversthe oppreſſed Ifraclite;zn Midian the wronged daughters of 1ethro.A good 
man will be doing good, wherſoever he is; his Trade is a compound of Charity and 
Juſtice;as therfore evill diſpofitiss cannot be changed with ayres,no more wil good. 
Now then he fits him downe by a Well in Midian. There he might have to drinke, 
bur where to eat he knew nor. The caſe was altcred with Moſes; To come from the 
dainties of the Court of Xgypt, tothe hanger of the fields of Midian : it is a lefſon 
that all Gods children muſt learne to take out, To want & to abound.Who can think 
ſtrange of penury whe the great governor of Gods people once hath nothing?Who 
would not have thought in this caſe, Meſes ſhould have beene heartlefſe and fallen; 
ſo caſt downe with his own complaints, that he ſhould have had no feeling of others; 
yet howhot is he upon Juſtice ? Noadverſity can make a good man neglect good/ 
duties:he ſees the oppreſſion of the Shepherds, the image of thatorher he left behind 
him in Aigypt:the Maids (daughters of fo great aPeere) draw water for their flocks, 
the inhumane ſhepherds drive them away; rudenefſe hathno reſpedt either to Sexe 
or Condition;ifwe lived not under lawes, this were our caſe; Might would be the 
meaſure of Juſtice:we ſhould not fo much as enjoy our owne water. Unjnſt courſes 
willnot ever proſper : Moſes ſhall rather come from Xgypr to Midian to beat the 
ſhepheards.then they ſhall vexthe daughters of 7ethre. This a& of Juſtice was not 
betterdone then taken. Reel requites it kindly with anhofpirall enterrainement. A |. 
good nature 1s ready to anſwer courteſies:we cinot do too much for athankful man. 
And if a courteous Heathen reward the watring ofa ſheep in this bountiful manner, 
how ſhallour God recopence bura cupof cold water that is given toa Diſciple? This 
favour hathwon Moſes, who now coſents todwelwith him, thoughoutof the Church. 
\Curiofity, or whatſoever idle occafions may not draw us (for our refidence) out of 
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L1s.II. Of the calling of M o s « s. | 
A | the bounds of the Church of God: danger of life may;we love not the Church if wel | 
eafily leave it : ifin acaſe of life, wee leaye itnot (upon opportunity) for a time of 
reſpit, we love not our ſelves, The firſt part of Hoſes his requitall was his wite, 
one of thoſe whom he had formerly protected, _ | 

Ido not ſomuch maryell that 7ethro gave him his daughter(for he ſawhim valiant, 
wiſe, learned,nobly bred)as that Moſes would take her;a ſtranger both inBlood and 
Religion. I could plead for him neceſſity: his owne nation was ſhut up to him : ifhe 
would have tried to fetch a daughter of Iſtae!l, he had endangered to leave himſelfe 
behind : Icould plead fome correſpondence incommon principles of Religion ; for 
doubtleſſe Moſes his zeale could not ſufferhim to ſmother the truth in himſelfe : hee 
ſhould have beene an unfaithfull ſervant if he hadnot beene his Maſters teacher. Yet 
neither of theſe can make this matcheither ſafe, or good. The event bewrayes it 
dangerouſly inconvenient. This choice hadliketo have coſt him deare: ſhe ſtood in 
his way for circumcifion;God ſtands in his way for revenge. Though he was now in 
Gods meſſage,yet might he nor be forborne in this negle&t. Nocircumſtance either 
of the deareneſſe of the Solicitor or our owne ingagement,canbeare out a ſinne with 
God : Thoſe whuch are unequally yoked, may not ever looke to draw one way, 
True love to the perſon cannot long agree with diſlike of the religion. He had need 
to be-more thena man that hath a Zzpporah in his boſoine, and would have true zegle 
in his heart.All this while Moſes his affeftion was not fo tied ro Midiin,that he could 
forget Zgypt.Hewas a ſtranger im Midian:what was he elſe in Zgypt?Surely,cither 
Egypt was not his home, ora miſerable one ; and yet in reference to it, he cals his 
ſon Gerſhoms,a {tranger there. Much better were it to be a ſtranger there then a dwel- 
ler in Zgypt.How hardly can we forget the placeof ourabodeor education,although 
never ſo homely ! Andifhe ſo thoughtof his Fgyprian home, where was nothing 
but bondage and tyranny;how ſhould wee thinke of that home of ours,above,where 
is nothing bur reſt and bleſſedneſſe? 
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> IJ Orty yeares was Mofes a Courtier, and forty ycares (after that) a Shep- | - 
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heard. That greatmenmay notbe aſhamed of honelt vocatiss:the grea- | 
teſt that ever were haye beene content to take up with meane trades, | 
=O ihe contempt of noneſt callings in thoſe which are well borne, argues 
pride without wit, How conſtantly did Moſes ſtick toh# hooke? and yet a man of 
greatſpirits,of excellent learning,of curious education:and if God had not (after his | 
forty yeares ſeryicecalled him off,he had fo ended his egaies. Humble reſolutions are | 
ſo much more heroicall,as they fall into higher ſubjects, | 

There can be no fitter diſpoſition for aleaderof Gods people, then conſtancy in | 
| his undertakings, without either wearinefſe, or change. How hadhe learned to | 
ſubdue all ambitious defires, and to reſt content with his obſcurity ! fo he mighr 
have the freedome of his thonghts and full opportunity ofholy meditations, he. 
willingly leaves the World to ethers, and envies not his proudeſt acquaintance of 
the Court of Pharaob.He that hath true worth in himſelfe, and familiarity with God, | 
__ more pleaſare in the Deſarts of Midien, then others can doe inthe Palaces of 

ings. 5p 

Whiles he 1s tending his ſheepe, God appeared unto him : Cod neyer graces the 
idle with his vifons;when he findsus in our callings,we findhim in the tokens of his 
mercy. Satan appeares to the idle man in manifold temptations ; or rather preſents 
himſelfe,and appearesnot. God was ever with Moſes, yet was he not ſcene till now. 
Heis neverabſent fromhis;but fomerimes he makes their ſenſes witneſies of his pre- 
ſence. In ſmall matters may be greater wonders.That a buſh ſhould burne, isno mar- 
vell;bur thar it ſhould not conſume in burning, isjuſtly miraculous : God chuſeth not 
ever great ſubjects wherin toexerciſe his power. It is enough that his power is greas | 
| in the ſmalle(t. When I look upon this _— w_ with Moſes,me thinkes I can ne- 
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ver ſee a worthier and more lively Embleme of the Church ; that in Xgypt was im 
the fixrnace, yet waſted not.- Since then how off hath it beene flaming, never confh- | 
med!The ſame power that enlighrens it, preſerves it:a nd tonone but to his enemies | 
is he a conſuming fire: Moſes was a great Philoſopher:bur ſmall ſkill would have fer- | 
ved roknow the nature offire,&of the buſh: that fire meeting with combuſtible mar. | 
rer,could not but coſume: If it had bin ſome ſolid wood, it would have yeelded later | 
to the flames:but bnſhes are of ſo quicke diſpatch, that the joy of the wicked js com- | 
pared toa fire of thornes. He noted a while, ſaw it continued,and began to wonder. 
It was ſore marycll how it ſhould come there : but how it ſhonld continue withour 
ſapply,yea, without diminution of matter,was truely admirable.Doubtlefſe he went 
oft about irand viewed it on all ſides, and now when his eyes and mind could meer 
with no likely cauſes, fo farre off,refolves, I will go fee it : Hts curiofity led him nee- 
rer,and what conld he ſee bur a buſh and a flame,which he ſaw at firſt unſatisfied? It 
is go0d to come to the place of Godspreſence,howſoever;God may perhaps ſpeake 
tothy heart,though thon come but for novelty : Even thoſe which hayecome upon 
curiofitic have beeneoft taken : abſence is without hope If Moſes had not come, | 
hehadnotbeen calledout ofthe buſh. | 


this was more ; and to heare his owne name out of the mouth of the fire, it was | 


beſt meanes of God: If our hearts were more awfull, Gods meſſages wou'd bs more 
ffectuall tous. —— 
| Inthat appearanceGod meant tocall Moſes to come,yet when he 15 come, inhibits 

ſhim (Come vot hither.) Wee muſt come to God, muſt not come too neare him, When 
we meditate of the great myſteries of his word,we come to him:we come tooneere | 
him when we ſearch into his counſels. The Sun and the fire fay of themſelyes.Come 


| twixt the duſt of it,8 the ſoule: 8 if the being of this part be more defective,the be- | 


!not too neere: how much more the light which none can atraine unto ? We have all 
; Our limits ſerus : The Gentiles might come into ſome outer courts, not into the 1n- 


and Levites intothe Temple, not intothe Holy of Holies : Moſes to the Hill.not to 
the Buſh. The waves of the Sea had not more need of bounds,the mans prefimption. ; 


man at firſt, and that ofſkinnes , leſtany exception ſhould be raken at the hidesof 


affections ? If theſe be not cat off when wee come to the holy place, wee make our 
felves unholy : how much 18fſe ſhuuld we dare to come with reſolutions of ſinne 2. 


_ the touch whereof profanes the pavement of God, and makes our preſence 
 OJIOUS. A, 

Moſes was the Sonne of .AHmram, Amram of Kohath, Kohath of Levi, Levi of Ia 
(cob, Jacob of 1ſaac, 1ſaac of Abraham. God puts together both ends of his pedigree, 
1 am the God of thy father, andof Abraham, Tſaac, Tacob. Tfhe had faidonely, 1 ams thy 
| Goa, Ithad beene Moſes his duty to attend awfully;butnow that he ſayes,? am the God 
of thy Favher, and of Abraham, &'c. He challenges reverence by preſcription. Any | 
thing that was our Anceſters, pleaſes us; their Houſes, their Veſſels, their Cote-ar- 
mour ; How much more their God? How carefull ſhould parents be to make ho! 

choices ? Every prefident of theirs are ſo many monuments and motives totheir 
poſterity. What an happineſle it is tobe borne of good Parents ! hence Godclaimes 
an intereſtin usand we in him.for their ſake. As many a man ſmarteth for his fathers 
one; the goodneſſe of others is crowned in athouſand generations. Neither doth 
God fay, I was the God of 4braharn, Iſaac, Tacob ;bnr, 1 aw. The Patriatkes ſtill live 


ſoules of the juſt from their Maker. As for their body, there is {till a reall relation be- 


To ſee a fire not conſuming the buſh, was much ; but to heare a ſpeaking fire, { 


moſt ofall. God makes way for his greateſt meſſagesby aſtoniſhment andadmira- | 
tion:as on the contrary, careleſneſſe caries us to a meere unproficiency under the | 


moſt. The Jewes might come into the inner Court,notinto the Temple : the Prieſts | 
Moſes maſt not come cloſe to the buſh at all ; and where he may ftand, he may not | 
ſtand with his ſhooes on. There is nounholineſſe in clothes: God prepared them for | 


dead beaſts. This rite was ſignificant. What are the ſhooes but worldly and carnal } 


This 15not only to come with ſhooes on, but with ſhooes bemired with wicked fil- | 


afrer ſomany thouſand yeares of diſſolution. - No- length of rime can. ſeparate the | 
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[ 1 L I B IHE. Of thecalling of M OSES, 
\| A | ing of the other is more lively, and doth more then recompence the wants of that 
earchly halte. | 

God could not deſcribe himſelfe by a more feet name then this, 7 am the God o 
thy father,and of Abraham,erc. yet Moſes hides his face for feare, If he had ſaid, I am 
| theglorious God that made heaven and earth,that dwels in light inacceſſible, whom 

the Angels cannotbehold ; or, Iam God the avenger, juſt and terrible, a conſuming 
fire fo mine enemies,here had beene jult cauſe of rerror. I TR 

But why was Moſes ſo frighted with a familiar conpellation? God is no lefſe aw- 
full ro his own in his very mercies.Great is thy mercy that thou majeſt he fearcd:for 
to them noleſſe majeſty ſhines in the favours of God, then in his judgements and 
juſtice. The wicked heart never feares God but thundring, orſhaking theearth, or 
raining fire from heaven;but the good can dreadhim in his very ſunne-ſhine: his lo- 
ving deliverances & bleſlings affect them with awfullneſſe. Moſes was the true ſon of 
lacob,who when heſaw nothing but viſions of love and mercy, could ſay, How dread- 
full is this place ) oh ; | 

I ſee Moſes now at the buſhhiding his face at ſo mild a repreſentation : hereafter 
wee ſhall ſee him in this very Mount betwixt heaven and earth; in Thunder, Light- 
ning, Smoake, Earth-quakes, ſpeaking mouth to mouth with God, bare-faced, and 
tearleſſe : God was then more terrible , bur Moſes wasleſſe ſtrange. This was his 
firſt meeting with God, further acquaintance makes him familiar, and familiariry 
makes him bold: Frequence of converſation gives us freedome of acceſſe to God ; 
and makes us powre out our hearts to himas fully and as feareleſly as to our friends. 
In the mcanetime now at firſt he made not ſo much haſte to ſee, but hee made as 
much to hide his eyes : Twice did Moſes hide his face;once for the glory which God 
put upon him,which made him fo ſhine, that he conld notbee beheld of others:once 
for Gods owne glory,which he couldnot behold. No marvell. Some of the creatures 
are tooglorious for mortall eyes: how much more,when God appeares to us in the 
eaſieſt manner,muſt his glory needs overcome us?Behold the difference betwixt our 
preſent and future eſtate : Then the more Majeſty of appearance, the more delight: 
whenour ſinne isquite gone, all our feare at Gods preſence ſhall be turned ints joy; 
God appeared to Adambeforc his ſinne with comfort, but in the ſame forme which 
after his ſin was terrible. And if Moſes cannot abide to looke upon Gods glory when 
4-4 he deſcends to us in mercy,how ſball wicked ones abide to ſee his fearfull preſence 
| = when he ſers upon vengeance!In this fire he flamed and conſumed not,bur in his re- 

; venge our Godis a conſuming fire. 

Firſt, Moſes hides himſelfe in feare,now in modeſty.Vho am 1? None in all Xgypr | 
or Midian was-comparably fit for this embaſiage. Which of the Iſraclires had bin 
brought up a Covrrier, a Scholler, an Iſraclite by blood,by education an Xgyprian, 
learned,wiſe, valiant,experienced? Yer,Vbo am I? The more fit any man is for whar- 
ſoever vocation,the lefſe he thinkes himſelfe.Forwardnefle argues inſufficiency.The 
unworthy thinkes ſtill, Who amT not? Modeſt beginnings give hopefull procee- 
dings,and happy endings.Once before,Moſes had taken upon him,and laid abourhim; 

| hoping then they wovid have known, that by his hand God meant to deliver Iſrael : } 

2 but now when it comes to the point,}7bs am 1?Gods beſt ſervants arenot ever inan 

equall diſpoſition to good ducies. If we find differencesin our ſelves ſomerimes, ir | 

|| Mn argues thatgrace is not our owne. Itis our frailty, char thoſe ſervices which we are 

| forward to,aloofe off,we ſhrinkeat,neere hand,and fearfully mifſe-give. How many 

| of uscan bid defiances to death, and ſuggeſt anſwers toabſenr remptarions, which 

= when they come home to us, we flye off, and change our note,and inſtead of action; 
expoltulate ! | 
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LS . (ontemplations. 


will make himſelf knowne by him,to all the world.God might have ſwepthimaway 
ſuddenly.How unworthy is he of life, who with the fame breath that hereceives,de- 
nies the Giyer of it | But he would have him convinced,ere he were puniſhed; Firſt 


ſtaffe of proteQtion & ſaſtentation to Gods people, turned to a Serper that ſtung the 


| 


| 


_— 


Of the plagues of Egypt. 


FT is too much honour for fleſh and blood toreceive a meſlage from hea- | 

A B22 ven,yet here God ſends a meſſage to man.and is repulſed:well may God 
= REA aske, Who is manthatI ſkould regard him? but for man to aske, Who | 
Y WR is the Lord? is a proud and bold blaſphemy. Thus wild is Nature at the 
firſt;but ere God haye done with Fkharavh, he will be knowne of himyhe 


therefore he workes miracles before him, then upon him. Pharaoh was now, froma 


rodeath:God ſhewes himſelfe in this real Embleme;doing that ſuddenly before him, 
which Satan had wrought in him by leiſure; And now when he crawles, and winds, 
and hiſſes,threatning perill to Iſracl,heſhews him how in aninſtant he can turne him 
into a ſenſleſſe ſticke,and make him if not uſefull, yer fearlefle: The fame God which | 
wrought this, gives Satan leave to imitate it; the frſt plagne that he meant tonflict 
upon Phararh,is delufion : God can be content the devill ſhould winne himfelte cre- 
dit, where he meanes to judge;and holds the honour of a miracle well loſt,to harden 
an enemy:Yet to ſhew that his miracle was of power,the others of permifhon; Moſes 
his Serpent devours theirs : how eafily mighe the Xgyprians have thought,that hee 
which cauſed their Serpentnotto bee,could have kept it from being : and that they 
which could nor keep their Serpent from deyouring,could nor ſecure them frombe- 
ing conſumed ! but wiſe thoughts enter not into thoſe that muſt periſh. All Gods | 
judgments ſtand ready,and wait but till they be called for. They need but a watch- 
wordto begiven them:No ſooner is the rod lift up,but they are gone forth into the 
world, preſently the waters run mto blood,the Frogs and Licecrawle about, and all 
the other troops of Godcome ruſhing in upon his adverfaries:All creatures conſpire 
rorevenge the injuries of Gad, If the Xgyptians looke upward, there they have 
Thunder,lightning, Hayle, Tempeſts ; one while no light ar all, another while ſuch 
fearefull flaſhesas had more terror then darknes.If they look under them, there they 
ſee their waters changed into blood, their earth ſwarming with Frogs and Gra 

pers: ifabout them, one while the Flies fill their eyes and eares; another while they 
ſce their fruits deſtroyed,their cattell dying,their children dead. Iflaſtly.they looke 
uponthemſclves,they ſee themſelves lothſome wich Lice, painful and deformed with 
Scabs,Biles,and Botches. 
Firſt,God begins his Judgements with waters. As the river of Nilus was to &-| 
gypt, inſtead otheaven, to moiſten and fatten the earth ; ſo their confidence was | 
moreinit thenin heaven.Men are fare tobe pumſht moſt and ſooneſt, in that which 
they make a corrivall with God. They had before defiled the rivers with the blood | 
of Innocents; andnow it appeares to them, in his owne colour. The waters willno | 
longer keepe their covſell: Neverany mandelighted nhlood,which had notenough 
of it ere his end:they ſhed bur ſome few ſtreames.,and now behold, whole riversof 
blood : Neither was this more a monument of their ſlaughter paſt,then an image of | 
their future deſtrution. They were afterward over-whelmed in the Red Sea, and 
now before hand they ſee the Rivers redwithblood. How dependant and ſervile is | 
the life of man, that cannoteither wantone Element, or endure it corrupted} Ir is | 
hardto ſay whetherthere were morehorror,or annoyancein this plague. They com- | 
plaine of thirſt, and yer doubt whether they ſhould dye, or quench it with blood. | 
Their fiſh(the chiefepart of their ſuſtenance) dyes with infection, & infe&eth more | 


curiohitie caries him away quire from the ſenſe of the judgement : he had rather 


A 


| by being dead. Theſtench of both isr eady topoyſon the inhabicants - yet Pharaohs | 


| ſend forhis Magiciis to worke feats,the to humble himfelfunder God for the remo- 


vall of thisplague; and God plagues his curioſity with deceit, thoſe whom he truſts 
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| knits againe!Good thoughts 


ſhall undoe him with prevailing;rheglory ofa ſecond miracleſhall be obſcured bya 
flſe invtation,for a greater glory toGod inthe ſequell. 

The rod 15 lift up again,Behold,that Nilus which they had before adored, was ne- 
verſo beneficiall as it is now troubleſome;yeelding them nor -onely a dead, bur a li- 
ving annoyance: It never did fo ftore them with Fiſh, asnow it plapnes them with 
Frogges; whatſoever any man makes his god, beſides rhetrue one, foal be once his 
| tormenter. Thoſe lorhſome creatures leave their owne element, to puniſh them 

which rebelliouſly detaine Iſrael fromtheir owne. NoBed , noTable canbe free 
from them, their daintie Ladies cannot keepe them out of their boſomes;neither can | 
the Zgyprtians ſooner open their mouthes , then they are ready to creepe into their 
throats ; as if they would tell them , that they came on purpole to revenge the 
| wrongs of their Maker : yet eyen this wonder alfo is Satan allowedtoimitate. Who 
can marvell to ſee the beſt yertues counterfaited by wicked men, when hee ſees the 
Devill emulatmg rhe miraculous power of God ? the fears thar Satan playes may 
harden , but cannot benefir. He that hath leave tobring Frogs , hath neither leave, 

' nor power,to take them away , not to take away the ſtench from them. To bring 
them, was but toaddeto the judgement ; ro remove them was an a& of mercy. 
God doth commonly'uſe Satan in executing of judgement, never in the workes of 

mercy to men, 

Yer even by thus much is Pharaoh hardned , and the Sorcerers growne inſolent. 
When thedevill and his agents are inthe heightof their pride, God ſhames them in 
a trifle. Therodis lift up: the very duſt receives life : Lice abound every whete.and 
make no differencebetwixt Beggers and Princes. Though Pharaoh and his Courtiers 
abhorred roſe themſelves louxy , yer they hoped this miracle would be more eafily | 
imitable:but now the greater poſhbiliry,the greater foyle. How are the great won- 
der-mongers of Xgypt abaſhed, that they can neither make Liceof their owne, nor 
deliver themſelves from the Lice that are made ! Thofe that could make Serpents ' 
and Frogs, could not either makeor kill Lice ; ro ſhew them that thoſe Frogs and | 
| Serpents were not their own workmanſhip.Now Pharaoh muſt needs ſee how im 
| tenta devill he ſerved that cold not make that vermine whichevery day riſes vo- 

juntarily out of corruption. Janes and /ambres cannot now tnake thoſe Lice ((o 

much asby deluſion ) which at another time they cannot chuſe but produce un- 
| knowing, and which now they cannor avoid: That ſpirit which is powerfull to exe- 
cate the greateſt things when he is bidden , i5unable ro doe the leaſt when he is re= 
ſtrained. Now theſe corrivalsof Moſes canſay, This is the finger of God. Ye fooliſh 
inchanters,was Gods finger in the Lice, not in the Frogs,not intheBlood,notin the 
Serpent 2 And why was itrather in the lefſe, then in the greater? Becauſe ye did i- 
mitate the other , not theſe. Asif the fame fingerof God had not beene before in 
your imitation, which was now in your reſtraint : As if yee corild have failedin 
theſe. if ye hadnot been onely permitted the other, Whiles wicked minds have thei: 
fall ſcope, they never looke up above theraſelyes; but when once God croffes them 
in their proceedings, their want of fucceſſe teaches them to give God his owne. All. 
theſe plagues perhaps had more horror then paine m thetm, The Frogs creep upon 
their clothes,the Lice upon their ſkins : bur thoſe ſtinging Hornets which ſucceed : 
them, ſhallwonnd and kill. The water wasannoyed with the firſt plague, che earth 
with the ſecond andthird ; this fourth fils the ayre , and beſides corruprion brings | 
ſmart. Andthat they may ſee this wingedatmy comesfroman angry God ( not et- 
cher from nature, or HEE] even the very Flies ſhall make a difference berwixt A- 
gyptandGoſhen. Hegave them their being, ſets them their. ſtint. They canno more 
ftingan Iſraclite,then favor an Zgyptian. The very wings of Flies are directed by a. 
providence,and doe acknow| mpoſhble 


edge theirlimits: Now Pharavh finds how i 
it is for him to ſtand our withGod, fince ali lis powet cannotreſcue hin from Lice 
and Flies. | 1, | 

\ 'And now his heart begins 


;r0 thaw a lictle: Gve;doe ſacrifice to your God in this Land. | 
or(fince that will not be accept 


ed,)Goe imo the wildernefſe,but wot far:buit how foone it | 
make but a thorow-fare of cargal hearts,they can oe | 
: . —_— letrie a 
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teſtation with Gods meſlengers ) 


Rn — 


Tn” (ontemplations. WW 


murren of his cattell, nor the botches of his ſeryants can {tir him awhit.: He faw his 
cattle ſtrucke dead with a ſudden contagion;hee ſaw his Sorcerers ( after their con- 
ſtrucke with a ſcab in their very faces, and yet his 
heart is not ſtrucke. Who would thinke it poſlible that any foule could beſecnrein 
the middeſt of ſuch variety,and frequence of judgements ? Theſe very plagnes have 
not more wonder in them , then their ſuccefſe hath. To what an height of obdurg- 
tion will finne lead a man,and of all ſins, ;incredulity? Amidlt all theſe ſtorms. Pharash 
fleeperh, till the voice of Gods mighty thunders, and hayle mixed with fire , ronzed 
himupalittle. Tel 
Now.as betwixt ſleeping and waking,heſtarts up.and fayes, Gods: righteome; 1 am 
wicked; Moſes pray for 5; and preſently layes downe his head againe. God hathno 
ſoonerdone thundering,then he hath done fearing.All this while you never find him 
carefull ro preyent any one evill, butdefirous ſtil] tofhift it off, whenhee feeles it; 
never holds conſtantto any good motion ; nevyerprayes for himſelfe, bur carelefly 
wills Moſes & CAaronto pray tor him; never yeelds God his whole demand, but hig- 
glech& dodgeth,like fome hard chapman,that would get a releaſe with the cheapeſt: 
Firſt, They ſhallnot goe; then,Goe and ſacrifice, but in Xgypt:next, Goe ſacrifice in 


children onely:at laſt, Goe all ſaye your ſheepe andcattle. Whereſocyer meere Na- 
tureis;ſhe is {till improvident offuture good,ſenſible of preſent evill, inconſtant in 
good purpoſes ; unable , throughunacquaintance, and unwilling to ſpeake for her 
ſelfe,niggardly in her grants, anduncheerfull. The plague of the Graſhoppers ſtart- 
led hima little;and the more through the importunity of his ſervants: for when hee 
conſidered the fiſh deſtroyed with the firſt blow, the cattle with the fift., the corne 
withthe ſeventh, the fruir and leaves with this eighth,and nothing now left him, but 


ceſlity drove him torelent for an adyantage : Forgive me this once ; take from me 
this death onely. | Fe | LT. Fs 

But as conſtrained repentance is eyerfhort and unſound ; the Weſt wind, toges 
ther with the Graſhoppers , blowes away hisremorſe; and now is he ready for ano- 


now a grofſe darkneſſe takes away the ſight of heayen too:other darkneſſes were but 


could riſe taralk withother,but was neceflarily confined ro his owne thoughts: One 


that the Sunne is loſt out ofthe Firmament , &is now withdrawn for ever: Others. 
| that all things'are .returningto their firſt confuſion : all think themſelves miſerable, 


{ paſt remedy,and wiſh(whatſoever had befalne them ) that they might have had but 
 hghtenough toſee themſelves die. s 


Now Pharaoh proves like roſome beaſts thar grow mad with baiting: grace often 


{ reliſted, turnes ro deſperatneſſe , Get thee from me, looke thou ſee my face no more ; when- 
| ſoever thog tommeſt in my ſight thon ſhalt dye, ASif Moſes could not plague him as well 


| in abſence: asif he that couldnot take away the Lice, Flyes., Frogs , Graſhoppers, 
| could athis pleaſure takeaway the life pf <32oſes, that procured them. What is this 
| but to. rurt upon the judgements,andrun away fromthe remedies? Evermore when 
| Gods meſſengers ate abandoned , deſtru&tionis.neere. Hoſes will ſee himno more, 
| tillhe ſeetum dead upon the ſands;butGod will now vifithim more then ever: The 
| tearefulleſt plagues God ſtill reſerves; for the upſhor : All rhe former do but make 
| way-for thelaſt.Pharavh may exclude Hoſes and Aator, but Gods Angell hee cannot 
| exclude: Inſeffiblemeſſngers are uſet;when the yifibleare debarred.. ow: 
Now God begins to call for the Blood they owedhim : In one night every houſe 


| hath a carkafleinic, and (which is more grievous) of their firſt-borne, and(which 1s 


yet more tearefull ) in an inſtant. No man could comfort other;every man was to9 
full of his owne ſorrow , helping rather to make the noiſe of the lamenration more 


—_——— 


the wildernes but not far off ; after , Goe ye that are men; then , Goe you andyour | 


a bare fruitlefſe earth tolive upon ( and that , covered over with Locuſts ). ne-| 


ther judgement. As the Graſhoppers tookeaway.the fight of the eatth from him, ſo | 


rhinkes the faultin his owneeyes, whuchhe rubs oftentimes invaine: Others think, | 


—_ 


 L1is.Ml. 


ſertle there:yea , his very miſgiving hardenshim the more : that: now neither the | A 


privarive,this was reall andſenfible. 'The Xgyprians thought this-night long, Chow | { 
could they chuſe when it was fix in one ?-)) and fo much the more;for that no man | 
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+ could but follow cheerfully,whenhe ſees God lead him ? He tharled the wiſe men 
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dolefall.and aſtoniſhing. How ſoone hath God changed the note of this tyr 
people ! Xgypr was never ſoſtubborne in denying paſſage to Iſrael , as now impor-- 
tunate to entreat 1t: Pharaoh did not more force them to ſtay before , then now to 
depart: whom lately they would not permit, now they hireto go. Their rich Jewels | 
of ſilver and gold were not roo deare for them, whom they hated;how much rather | 
had they to ſend them away wealthy, then to have them ſtay ro be their Execarors? | 
Their love to themſelves obtained of them the enriching of their enemies : and 
now they are glad to pay them well for their old worke,and their preſent journey: 
Gods people had ſtayed like Slaves,they goe away like Conquerors, with the {poile 
of thoſe that hated them;armed for ſecurity,and wealthy for maintenance. -1 
Old 1acobs ſeventy foules which he brought downe into Agypr,in ſpight of their 
bondage and blood-ſhed,goe forth fix hundred thouſand men, beſides children. The 
world is well mended with Iſrael, ſince he went with his ſtaffe and his {crip over 
Jordan. Tyranny 1s tooweake, where God bids, Increaſe and multiply. Tknow not | 
where elſe the good herbe oyer-growes the weeds;theChurch out-ſtrips theWorld; 
I feare if they had livedin eaſe and delicacie, they hadnot beene fo ſtrong, ſo nu- | 
merous.Never any true Iſraclite loſt by his affliction. Not onely for thea&ion, bur 
che time , Pharaohs choice meets with Gods : Thar very night, when the hundred 
and thirty yeares were expired, Iſrael 15gone, Pharaobneither can, nor canwill to 
keepe them any longer; yet in this, not fulfilling Gods will , but his owne. How 


ſweetly doth God diſpoſe of all ſecond cauſes, that whiles they doe their owne will, 
they doe his ! 


2nnicall | 
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ro fly out of bondage ? They have whatthey wiſhed; it was no ſtaying for a ſecond * 
invitation. The loſſe ofan opportunity 15 many times unrecoverable : the love of i 
their liberty made the burden of their dough light : who knew whether the va- 
riable mind of Pharavh might returne to a deniall, and (after all his ſtubbornneſle) 
repent of his obedience ? Ir 1s fooliſh to hazard where there is certainty of good 
offers, anduncertainty of continuance. They goe therefore; and the ſame God that 
fetcht them our,is both their guide and protector. How carefully doth he chuſe their 
way!not the neerer , but the ſafer. He would not have his people o ſuddenly change 
from bondage to war. | | 

It is the wondrous mercy of God.that he hathreſpett,as tohis owne glory , fo to 
our infirmities. He intends them warres hereafter, but afrer ſome longer breathing, 
and more preparation; his goodnefle ſoorders all , that evils are not ready for us, till 
we bc ready for them. And as he chuſes, ſo be guides their way. Thar they might 
not erte in that ſandy anduntracted wilderfleſſe, himſelfe goes before them : who 


: The Iffaelites are equally glad of this haſte.Who would not be ready to goe, yea | 


| 


by a Star,leads Iſrael by a Cloud: That was an higherob'ect,therefore he gives them 
an higher and more heavenly conduct; This was more earthly:therefore he contents 
himſelfe with a lower repreſentation of his preſence; A pillar of cloud and fire: A pil- 
lar for firmnes;of cloud and fire for viſibility and uſe. The greater light extinguithes 
the leſſe;therefore in theday he ſhewes them not fire, but a cloud : In the night no- 
thing is ſeene without light; therefore heſhewes them not the cloud, but fire : The 
cloud ſhelters them from heat by day:the firedigeſts therawnefle of the nighr. The 
ſame God isboth a cloudand a fire rohis children , ever putring humſelfe into thoſe 
formes of gracious reſpeCts.,that may beſt fit their neceſſities. 

As _ motions are long ere they can enter intohard hearts , fo they ſel@ame 
continue long. No ſooner were the backs of Iſrael turned ro depart , then Pharaohs 
heart and face isturned after them , tofetch them backe againe. Ir vexes him to ſec 
ſogreat a command, ſo much wealth,caſtaway in ane night;which now he reſolves : 
to redeem, thongh with more plagues. The ſame ambirion and coyctouſneſſe that } 
made him weare out ſomany judgements,wilnot leave him,till it have wrought our | 
his full deſtra&ion. All Gods vengeances have their end; the finall perdition at his | 
enemies,which they cannot reſttill they have attained: Pharaoh therefore and his As- | 


| gyptians will needs goferch their bane, They well knew that I(racl was gms | 
| erye 
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ſerve then to fight; weary with their ſervitude, not trajnedup to war, not furniſhed |A 
with proviſion for a field: Themſelyes Caprtaines and Souldiers by profeſſion , furni- 
ſhed with horſes , and Chariots of warre. They gave themſelves therefore the vi- 
ory beforehand ,and Iſraeleither for ſpoile or bondage : yea, the weake Iſraelites 
gave up themſelves for dead, and already are talking of their graves. They ſee the 
Sea before them;behind them the ZEgyptians:they know not whether is more mer- 

| cileſſe,and are ſtrickenwith the feare of both. O God, how coldeſt thou forbeare 

| ſo diſtruſtfull a people ! they had ſeene all thy wonders m Mgypr and in their 
Goſhen:they ſaw even now thy pillar before them, and yet they did more feare - 
gypt then beleeve thee. Thy patience 1s no lefſe miracle then thy deliverance. But 
in ſtead of removing from them,the cloudy pillar remoyes behind them,and ſtands 
betwixt the Iſraelites and Fgyprians : as if Cod would have ſaid, They ſhall firſt o- | B 
vercome me , O Iſrael , ere they touch thee. Wonder did now juſtly ſtrive 
| with feare inthe Iſraelites , whenthey ſaw the cloud remove behind them , and the 
' | ſea removebefore them. They were notuſed to ſuch bulwarkes. God ſtood behind 
' them in the cloud, the ſea reared them up wals on both ſides them. That which they 
| feared would be their deſtruction, protected them : how eaſily can God make the 
; cruelleſt of his creatures bothour friends and patrons. 

Yet here was faith mixed with unbeleefe. Hee was a bold Ifraclite that ſer the 
firſt foot into the channell of the Sea:and every ſtep that they ſet in that moiſt way, 
was a new exerciſe of their faith. Pharaoh ſees all this, and wonders; yet hath not the 
witor grace tothinke (though the pillar tels him ſo much) that God made a diffe- 
rence betwixt him and Iſrael. He is offended with the Sca,for giving way to his ene- | C 
' mies, and yet ſees not why he may not truſt it as well as they. He might well have 
| thought , that he which gave light in Goſhen, when there was darkneſſe in Xgypr, 
| could as well diſtinguiſhin the Sea: but he cannot now either confider,or feare : it is 
his time to periſh. God makes him faire way,and lets him run ſmoothly on.till he be 
come to the mid{t of the Seaznot one wave may riſe upagainſt him, to wet ſomuch 
| as the hoofe of his horſe.Extraordinary fayours to wicked men, are the forerunners 
of their ruine. 

Now when God ſees the Fgyptians too far to returne , he findes time to ſtrike 
the with their laſt terror:they know not how, but they would returne too late. Thoſe 
Chariots in which they truſted now faile them, as having done ſervice enough, 
| to carie them into perdition. God purſues them, and they cannot flye fromhim. | D 
Wicked men make equall haſte,both to ſin,and from judgement : bur they ſhall one 
day finde,that it isnot more eaſe to run into {in , then impoſſible to run away from 

| judgement:the ſea will ſhew them, that f regards the Rod of Moſes,not the Scepter 
of Pharavh,andnow(as glad to have gotthe enemies of God ar ſich adyantage) ſhuts 
| her mouth upon them , and ſwallowes them up in her waves , and after ſhee had 
| | made ſport with thema while,caſts themupon her ſand,for a ſpectacle of triumph to 
their adyerfaries, 

What a {1ghr was this tothe Iſraelites, when they were now ſafe on the ſhore, to 
ſee their enemies come floating after them upon the billowes,andto find among the 
carkaſſes upon the ſands , their knowne oppreſſors , which now they can tread upon 
with inſultation ! They did nor cry more loud before,then now they ſing. Not their | E 

faith, but their ſenſe, teaches them now to magnifie that God after 
their deliverance,whom they hardly truſted for 
their deliyerance, 
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'of his Honor and Pertues ? Every yeare of my ſhort pilgrimage, | 
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Moſtexcellent Prince : 


FAIR (cording ts the true dutie of a ſervant, F en-| 
GAN) tended all my Contemplations to your now| 

F\e0 2lorious Brother , of ſweet and ſorowfull memo- 
TREND WJ rice. Thefirſt partwbereof , as it was the laſt | 
"© Booke, that ever was dedicated to that deare, | 
and immortall name of his : ſoit was the laſt , that was turned 


over by his gracious hand. 
Now, jmce it pleaſed the G 0 Þ of ſpirits to call him from 


onof bimſelfe,to fee him as Hee 1s, to ſee as bee 1s ſeene; to whom. | 
1 this ſequell of my labours due ; but to your Highneſſe , the betre | 
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t like to adde ſomething to this Worke ; which in regard of the 


Highneſſes Patronage , but promiſes to requite your Princely | 
acceptation , with many ſacred examples, and rules , both for | 
pietie , and wiſedome ; towards the decking up of this flouriſhing | 


rin of your eAge;in the bopes whereof, not onely wee live , but | 
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 perfeſt delights hold us ſo faſt , that wee would not bee looſed ; how forcible ſhall | 


Con templations. 


yJ EEIIY 


Tur Firtrn Books. 


T he waters of «arab. 


mDmmSmz=1SR AFL was not more loth tocome to the Red Sea, then 
1p RW |: topart from it. How ſoone can God turne the horror 
of any eyill into pleaſure 1 One ſhore reſounded with 
ſhriekes of feare ; the other with Timbrels and Dances: 
and Songs of Deliverance. Eyery maine affliion 180ur 
Red Sea, which while it threats to ſwallow , preſerves us. 
At Laſt, our Songs ſhall be lowder then our cries. The If- 
raclitiſh Dames, when they faw their danger,though they | 
might haye left their Timbrels behind them ; how un- 
profitable a burden ſeemed thoſe inſtruments of Mufick ! yet now they live to 
renue that forgotten Minſtralfie , and Dancing , which their bondage had ſolong 
diſcontinued : and well might thoſe feer dance upon the ſhore , which had walked | 
thorow the Sea. The land of Goſhen was not ſo bountifull to them , as theſe Warers. 
Thar afforded them a ſervile life : This gave them at once freedome, viQorie,, ri- 
ches; beſtowing upon them the remainder of that wealth which the Egyptians had 
bur lent. It was a pleaſure to ſee the floating carcaſes of their Adverfaries ; and eye- 
ry day offers them new bootes : It is no marvell then if their hearts were tyed to; 
theſe bankes.If we finde buta little pleaſure in ourlife, weare ready to dote uponit. 
Every ſmall contentment glues our affetions to that we like : Andif hereour im- 


thoſe infinite joyes be above, when our ſoules are once poſſefſedof them ! 

Yet if the place had pleaſed them more.itis no,marvell they were willing to fol- 
low Moſes; that they durſt follow him inthe Wilderneſſe , whom they followed 
through the Sea : It isa great confirmation to any people,when they have ſeene the 
hand of God with their guide. O Saviour , which haſt undertaken co cary me from 
the ſpirituall Xgyptto the Land of Promiſe ; How faithfull , how powerfull haye' 
found thee 2 How feareleſly ſhould I traſt thee ? how cheerefully ſhould I follow 
thee through contempr; poverty , death it ſelfe! Maſter, ificbe thou, bid us come 
unto thee. | Dodo Ms | 

Immediately before, ; they had complained of too much water : now they goe 
three dayes without., Thus God meant topuailh their infidelitie, with the defedt of 


that, whoſe abundance made them todiſtruſt, Before,they faw all Water, noLand;} 
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(Contemplations. 
now alldry and duſtie Land.and no water.Extremities are the beſt tryals of men; as| A} 
in bodies d thoſe that can beare ſudden wm. 4a of hears and-cold without complaint, | | 
are the ſtrongeſt. So much as an evill touches upon the meane, ſo nuch helpe ir 
yeelds towards patience ; Everydegree of ſorrow is a preparation of the next: bur | 
when we paſſe to extreames without the meane , we want the benefirofrecol- 
1e&tion; and muſt truſt ro our preſent ſtrength. Tocome fromall things to nothing, 
is not a deſcent bura downfall ; and it isa rare ſtrength and conſtancy , not to be, 
maimed at leaſt. Theſe headlong evills , as they are the ſoreſt , ſo they muſt be 
| moſt provided for ; as on the contrary , a ſudden advancementfrom a low condi- 
tion to the height of Honour, is moſt hard tomanage. No man car»marvel how that 
Tyrantblinded his Caprtives , when he heares thathe brought them immedaately, | 
out of adarke dungeon, into Roomes that were made bright and glorious. Wee are ; 
not worthy to know.for what wee are reſerved : no evill can amate us , if we can 
overcome ſudden extremities. ; I 
The long deferring ofa good (though tedious) yet makes itthe better when it 
comes. Welldid the Ifraclites hope thatthe Waters which were o long in finding, | 
would be precious when they were found: Yet behold,they are crofſed, notonely in | 
their deſires, but in their hopes; for after three dayestravell,the firſt Fountaines they | 
finde are bitter Waters. If theſe Wels had not runne pureGall , rhey could not have 
fo much complained.Long thirſt will make bitter Waters ſweet; yer ſuch were theſe 
Springs,that the Iſraclites did not fomuch like their moiſture,as abhorre their reltſh. 
[ ſee the firft handſell that God gives them in their voyage to the Land of Promiſe; 
Thirſt and Bitterneſſe. Satan gives us pleaſant entrances into his wayes,and reſery es 
the bitterneſle for the end:God invites usto our worlt at firſt ; and fweetensour con- 
{clufion with pleaſure. | 3 
The ſame God that would not lead Iſrael through the Philiſtins Land , leſt they 
ſhould ſhrinke at the ſight of Warre , now leads them through che Wilderneſte, and | 
feares not to try their patience with bitter potions.Ifhe had not loved them,the Z- 
gyptian Furnace or Sword had prevented their thirſt , or that Sea whereof their E- 
nemies drunke dead; and yet fee how hee dyets them. Never any have had ſobitter 
draughtsupon Earth as thoſe he loves beſt : The palate is anill judge of the favours 
of God. O my Saviour , thou didſt drinke a more bitter Cup fromthe hands of thy | 
Avi” coagy that which thou refuſedſt of the Jewes, or then that which I can drinke 
rom thee. 
Before,they couldnot drinke if they would; now they might and would not. God 
can give us bleſſings with ſucha tang,that the Truition ſhall not much differ from the 
want:S0 many a one hath riches,not grace to uſe them, many have children,bur ſuch 
ja they preferre barrenneſſe. They had faid before, Oh that we had water! now; Oh 
that we had good water!It is good ſo to defire bleſſings from God, that we may be 
”m better for injoying them ; ſo to craye water , that ir may not be ſawced with 
{bitternes. | | 774 
| Now,theſefond Iſraclitesin ſtead of praying, murmur; in ſteadofprayingto God, 
{murmur againſt Hoſes. What haththe righteoxs done? Hee made not eitherthe Wil- 
|dernefſe dry, or the Waters bitter , Yea (if his condu&t were the matter ) whatone 
[foot went he before them wichour God? ThePillar led them,and not he:yet'Moſes is 
murmured at. It is the hard condition ofauthoritie , that when the nmlritnde fare 
well, they applaud themſelves;when ill,they repine againſt their Goyernours. Who 
|can hope tobe free,if Moſes eſcape not? Neverany Prince ſo merited a people. Hee 
jchruſt himſelfe upon the Pikes of Pharaohs tyrannie.Hee brought them from a bon- 
|dage worſe then death. His roddividedthe Sea, and ſhared life to them, deathto 
their Purſiters.Who wouldnot have thought'theſe men,ſo obliged to Moſes, that no 
|death could have opened their rhotithes or raiſed their hands againſt him? Yer now, | 
|chefirſt occaſion of want makes them rebell. Nobenefic canſtop the month of Im- 
| Patience; Ifourturne be not ſerved for the prefent, former favours areeitherforgot- 
| en, Or contemned. No marvell if we deale ſo with men , when God teceives this | 
meaſure fromus. One yeere of F amine, One Summer of Peſtilence , OneMooneof 
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| Lin:V.. Of the waters of 2M atah. 


— 


of anſeaſonable weather , makes us over-lookeall the bleſſings of God . and oe eto | 
| |mutineat the ſenſeof our evill,then to praiſe himfor anryarieties of g00d:whereas 


- 
* 


favours well beſtowed , leave us both mindfalland confident'; and will nor faffer us 
either to forget or diſtruſt, O God,I havemade anill uſe of thy mercies, if I have 
not learned to be content with they corrections. © 

Moſes was in the ſame want of water with them , in the ſame diſtaſte of bitter- 
neſſe,and yer they fay ro Moſes, Whatſhall we drinke ? Ifthey had ſeene him fur- | 
| niſhed with full veſſels of ſweet water,and themſelves pur over to this unſavoury li- | 

quor, envie might have given ſome colour to this mutiny : but now their Leaders | 
common miſerie,might have freed him from their murmurs. They held jr one piece 
of the late Egyptian tyrannie, that a rtaſke was required of chem, which the impoſers 
| knew they conld not performe; to make Bricke when they had no Straw ; Yet they 
fay to Moſes, What ſhall wee drinke? Themſelyes are growne Exactors, and are rea- 
dy tomenace more then ſtripes.ifthey have not theirends, without meanes..Hoſes 
tooke not upon him their proviſion, but their deliverance:and yet,as if he had been | 
| the common Victualer of the Campe,they aſke, What ſhall wee drinke? When want 
meets with impatient minds,it tranſports them ro fury;Every thing diſquiets , and 
nothing ſatisfies them. ; 
| What courſe doth Hoſes now take? That which they ſhould have done, and did 
not: They cryed not moretervently to him,then he to God:it he weretheir Leader, | 
God was his , That which they unjuſtly reouired of him , he juſtly requires of God, 
that could doe it; He knew whence to looke for redrefle of all complaints ; this was 
not his charge, hut his Makers, which was able to maintaine hisowne a&. I ſee and 
acknowledge the harbour,that we muftpur into,in all our ill weather.It is tochee,O 
06g wee muſt powre out our hearts, which onely canſt make our bitter waters 
weet, 

Might not that Rod , which tooke away theliquid nature from the waters , and 
made them ſolid; have alſo taken away the bitter qualitie from theſe waters , and 
made them ſweet : ſince to flow is naturall unto the water; tobee bitter is but acci- 
 denrall. Moſes durſt notimploy his Rod without a Precept ; he knew the power 

came from the commandement, Wee may not preſume on likelihoods , bur depend 


upon warrants:therefore Moſes doth nor lifr up his Rod to the Waters, but his hand | 
and voyce to God. 


Thehand of faith never knockedat heayen in vaine:no ſooner hath Moſes ſhewed 
his grievance,then God ſhewes him the remedie : yet an unlikely one,that it might 
be miraculous. He that made the waters , could hayegiven them any favour : How | 
eaſie is it for him that made the matter.to alter the qualitic! It 15 not more hard to 
take away,then to give. Who doubts but the ſame hand that created them, might 
have immediately changed them? Yer that Almightie power will doe it by meanes! þ 
A piece of wood muſt ſyeeren the waters : What rehtion had wood to water ? or 
that which had no favour, to the redreſle of bitternefſe? Yet here is no morepoſli- 
| bilitie of failing, rhen proportion to the ſucceſſe. All things are ſubject to the com- 
mand of their Maker ; He that made all of nothing, can make every thing ofany: 
Thereis ſo much power in every creature,as he v1ll pleaſe togive. It is the praiſe of 
omnipotencie to worke by improbabllities ; Es with Salt, <Aoſes wich wood, 
| _ Fweeren the bitter waters;Let no man deſpiſe the meanes,when he knoves the | 
 Aurhor. 

_ Godtaught his people by a&tions, as well as words. This entrance ſhewed them 
their whole journey ; wherein they ſhould rafte of much birterneſſe : bur ar laſt 
through themercy of God , ſiyeetned withcomfort. Ordid it not repreſent them- 
| ſelves rather,in the journey? in the fountaines of whoſe hearts , were the bitter wa- 

ters of manifold corruptions ; yet their unfavorie ſoules are ſweerned by the graces | 
ofhis Spirir. O Bleſſed Saviour : the Wood of thy Crofſe,that is. the application of | 
thy ſufferings , 1s enoughto ſweeten a whole Sea of bitternefſe. I carenot how un- 

pleaſant a portion I finde in this Wilderneſſe, if the power and benefit of thy pre- | 
tious death may ſeaſon itto my ſoule. A OAT AD TAL OOIRY - 
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Of the Quailes and Manna! 


ga erty F. thirſt of Iſrael is well quenched: for befides the change of the wa- 
0 al (eÞ ters of Hardh, . their ſtation is changed to Elim z where were twelve 
2 1s "| Fountaines, for their twelve Tribes, and now they complaine as faſt of | 

Fed hunger. _ | 
, ations a rare bleſling; becauſeit ariſes either from a fruition of all com- 
forts,or a not deſiring of ſome which we have not. Now, wee are never fo bare, as 
not to have ſome benefits ; never ſofull, as not to want ſomething, yea as not tobe 
full of wants. God hath much adoe with us; either we lacke health or quietneſle,or 
children, or wealth, or company, or our ſelyes in all theſe.It is a wonder theſe men 
found not fault with the want of fawce to their Quailes, or with their old cloathes, 
or their ſolitary way.Nature is moderate in her defires;but conceir is unſatiable. Yet 
who can deny hunger toe a fore yexation ? Before, they were forbidden ſowre 
bread. but now what leayen is ſo ſowre as want? When meanes hold our, it is cate 
{ ro be content.Whiles their dough, and other cates laſted, whiles they were gathe- 
ring of the Dates of Elim,we heareno newes of them. Who cannot pray forhis day- 
ly bread, when he hathit in his cup-bord ? Bur when our owne proviſion failes us, 
thennor to diſtruſt the proviſfionof God,is a noble tryall of faith. They ſhould have 
faid ; Herhar ſtoprt the mouth of the Sea, that it could not deyoure us, can as eafily 
ſtop the mouth of our ſtomacks : Ir was no eaſier matter to kill the firſt-borne of | 
Xgypt,by his immediate hand,then to preſerve us ; He that commanded the Sea to 
ſtand ſtill and guard us,can as eafily command the earth to nouriſh us: He that made 
the Rod a Serpent, can as well make theſe ſtones,bread : He that brought armies of | 
Frogs and Caterpillers to Xgypt, can as well bring whole drifts of birds and beaſts | 
to the deſart: Hethat ſweetened the waters with Wood, can as well refreſh our bo- 
dies with the fruits of the earth. Why doe we not watton him , whom we have 
found fo powerfull? Now they ſet the mercy and love of God upon a wrong laſte; 
Whiles they meaſure it onely by their preſent ſenſe.Nature is jocond and cheerefull, 
whiles it proſpereth : let God withdraw his hand ; no fight, no truſt. Thoſe can 
praiſe im with Timbrels for a preſent favour. that cannot depend upon him, inthe 
want of meanes for a future. Wee all are neyer wearie of receiving, loone weary 
of attending. | 
The other mutiny, was of ſome few male-contents, perhaps, thoſe ſtrangers, 
which ſought their owne protection under the wing of Iftael ; this, of the whole 
troope,Not that none were free:Caleb, loſhna,Moſes, Aaron,Miriam,werenot yet tain- 
red:uſually God meaſures the ſtate of any Chrurch or countrey by the moſt;the grea- 
ter part caries both the name and cenſure. Sinnes are ſo much greater, as they are 
more univerlall: ſofarre 1s evill from being extennared by themultitade of the guil- 
ty,chatnothing can more aggravate it. With men commonnefſe may plead for fa- | 
vour;with God itpleads for judgement. Many hands draw the Cable with more 
violence,then few:The leprofie of the whole body is more loathſome, then that of 
a Part, | 

But what doe theſe mutiners fay > Ohthat wee had diedby the hand ofthe Lord! 
And whoſe hand was this,Oh ye fond 1ſraelites,if yee muſt periſhby famine?God ca- 
ried you forth;God reſtrained hiscreatures from you:and while you are ready rodie| 
thus,ye fay,Oh that we had dyed by the hand of the Lord! | 

Itis the folly of men,that in immediate judgments they can ſee Gods hand:not in 
thoſe,whoſe ſecond cauſes are ſenſible:whereas God holds himſelfe equally intereſſed 
n all:challenging thatthere isno evill inthe Ciry,bur from him. It is but one hand, 
and many inſtruments, that God ſtrikesus with : The water may nor loſe the name, 
thongh it come by chanels and pipes fromthe ſpring. Ir is our faithleſneſſe, thar in 
viſible meanes we ſee not him that is inviſible. 


| Andwhen would they have wiſhttodie?Whe we fate by the fleſh-pots of Egypt 
Wy 1 
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L1s.V. Of Quailes and «I anna. 

A Alas, what good would their fleſh pots have done them,in their dearh?If 
ſaſtaine their life, yer whar could they availe them in dying? For, if they were un- 
pleaſant, what comfort was it, toſee them? If pleaſant, whar comfort ro part from 
them ? Our greateſt pleaſures are but paines in their lofſe. Every mind affects that 
which 1s like 1t ſelte. Carnall mjnds are for the fleſh-pots of Zgypr, thouph bought 
with ſervirude;ſpirituallare for the preſence of God, though redeemed with famine: 
and would rather die in Gods preſence, then live without him in the ſight of deli- 
cate or full diſhes. | | 

They loved their lives well enough: I heard how they ſhrieked, when they were 
in danger of the Egyptians, yet now they fay,Oh that we had dyed! Not, Oh that | 
| wee might live by the fleſh-pors; but , Oh char wee had dyed ! Although life bee 

naturally ſweer, yera little diſcontentment makes us weary. Ir is a baſe cowardli- | 
neſſe, ſo ſoone as ever weeare called from the gariſon to the field, to thinke ofrun- | 
ningaway. Then is out fortitude worthy of praiſe, when wee can endureto bee 
miſerable. 1 

But what? can nofleſh-pots ſerve but thoſe of Xzypr? I amdeceived, if that Land 
affoorded them any fleſti-pors fave their owne : Their Landlords of Xgypr held it 
abomination to eat of their diſhes or to kill that which they did eate. In thoſe times 
 thenthey did ear of their owne ;; and why not now ? They haddroves of cattell in 
the Wildernefſe:why did they not take ofrhem? Surely,if they would have beene as } 
good huſbands of their catrell, as they were of their dough, they might have had e- 
nough to eat withour need of murmuring : for if their back-burdenof dough laſted 
fora moneth:their heards mighthave ſerved them many yeares.All grudging is odi- 
ous; butmoſt, when our hands are full. 'To whine in the midſt of abundance, is a 
ſhamefull unthankfulneſſe. | 

When a man would have looked thatthe anger of God ſhould have appeared in 
fire : now behold, his glory appeares ina Cloud. Oh the exceeding long ſuffering of 
God,that heares their murmurings! andasifhe had beene bound tocontent them, in 
ſtead of puniſhing, pleaſes them; as a kind mother would deale with a crabed child, 
whorather ſtils him with the breſt, then calls for therod. One would have thought, 
that the ſght of the cloud of God ſhould have difpel'd the cloudof their diſtruſt;and 
this glory ofGod ſhould have made themaſham'dofithemſelyes, and afraid of him : 
Yer I doe not heare them once ſay,Whart a mighty and gracious God have we diſtru- 
ſted?Nothing will content an impotent mind:bur fruition. Whenan heart is hardned 
with any paſſion, it will. endure much,ereit will yeeld co relenr. 

Their eyes ſaw the cloud;their eares heard the promiſe, theperformance is ſpeedy 
and anſ{werable.Needs maſt they be convinced, when they ſaw Godas glorious in his 
worke,as in his preſence;when they ſaw his word juſtified by his at. God tels them 
afore-hand what he will doe,that their expectation might ſtay their hearts. He doth 
that which he foretold, that they might learneto truſt him,ere heperforme. The 
{ deſired mear, andreceive Quailes ; they deſired bread and haye Manna. If they had 
had of the courſeſt fleth, and of the baſeſt Pulſe, hunger would have made it dainty: 
But now Godwill pamper their famine:and gives them meat of Kings, and Bread of 
Angels. Whata world of Quailes were but ſufficient to ſerve {1x hundred thouſand 
perſons? They wereall ſtrong,all hungry.neither could they be ſatisfied with ſingle 
Fowles,Whata Table hath God prepared in the Deſart,tor abundance, for delicacie? 
NeverPrince was ſo ſerved inhis greateſt pope, as theſe rebellions //-ac/rtes in the 
| Wildernefſe.Gad loves toover-deferve of men; and to exceed not only their ſinnes; 
bur their very deſires, in mercy. Haw good ſhall wee finde him ro thole that pleaſe 
him, ſince he is.ſo gracious to offenders ! If the moſt graceleſſe //7ael:res be fed with 
| Quailes and Manna ;. Oh, what goodnefſe is thar he harh laid up for them that love 
| him! As onthe contrary, If the Righteous ſcarce be ſaved, where will the Sinners ap- 
peare2 Qh God,thoncanſt,thou wilt make this difference. 'Howloever with us men, 
the moſt crabed and ſtubborne oftentimes 'fare'the beſt ; the Righteons: Judge of 
the World frames his remuneration as hee findes us : Andi1f his mercy fomerime j 
| provoke the worlt to repentatice'by his-remporall fayours, yer he ever cage x | 

| | | 0 
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(ontemplations. Lis. V 


| morning of ourreftrre&tion, muſt welooke for our per 


fo much greater reward for the Righreous:as eternitie 15 beyond titne, and heaven, A | 
above earth. ; £8 
It wasnot of any natnrall inſtin&, but from the over-ruling power of their Crea- 
tor, that theſe Quailescameto the Deſart. Needs muſt they come whom GOD 
brings. His hand is in all the motions of his meaneſt Creatures, Not onely wee, 
but they moove in him. As not many Quailes, fo not one Sparrow falls without 
him:How much moreare thea&ions of his beſt creature, Man, directed by his pro- 
 vidence? How aſhamed might theſe 7/raelires have beene, to ſee theſe creatures fb 
obedient to their Creator, as to come and offer themſelyes to their ſlaughter; 
whiles they went ſo repiningly to his ſervice andtheir owne preferment? Who can 
diſtraſt the proviſion of the great Houſe-keeper of the world, when hee ſees how 
heecan furniſhhistables at pleaſure ? Is hee growne now carelefle, or we faithleffe | B 
rather? Why doe we not repoſe upon his mercy ? Rather then we ſhall want, when | 
wee truſthim , hee will fetch Quailes from all the coaſts of heaven to our boord. | 
Oh Lord, thy hand is not ſhortned to give : let not ours be ſhortned, or ſhut m 
receiving. | 
E lake fervitors, the Ravens, brought him his full ſervice of bread, and fleſh ar 
once; cach morningand evening. Burtheſe 1ſraelites have their fleſh at even, and 
their breadin the morning : Good reaſon there ſhould be a difference. Z/iahs table 
was upon GodsdireCt appointment:the 7ſraelites upon their mutiny : Although God 
willrelieve them with proviſion, yet he will puniſh their impatience with delay ; fo 
ſhall they know themſelves his people, rhar they ſhall inde they were murmurers. 
Not onely inthe matter, butin theorder, God anſwerstheir grudging ; Firſt they 
complaine of the want of fleſh-pots, then of bread. In the firſt place therefore they 
have fleſh,bread after. When they have fleſh,yer they muſt ſtay arime ere they can 
have afullmeale ; unlefſe chey would eat their meat breadleſſe, andtheir bread dry. | 
God will be waited on and will give the conſummation of his bleſlings at his lea- 
fare. In the evening of our life, we have the firſt pledges of his favour : bur in the 
© ſacietie of the true Man- 


na,the bread of life. 

Now the 1/raelires ſped well with their Quailes ; thy did eat and digeſt, and pro- 
ſper: not long after, they have Quailes with a vengeance ; the meat was pleaſanr; 
bur the ſauce was fearfull. They ler downe the Quailes at their mouth,but they came | 
outat theirnoſtrils. How much better had it beene to haye died of hunger, through 
the chaſtiſement of God, then ofthe plague of God, with the fleſh berwixc their 
teeth!Behold, they pertſh of the ſame diſeaſe then, whereof they now recoyer.. The | 


lame ſinne repeated, is death, whoſe firſt act found remiſfion : Relapſes are deſpe- 
rate,where the ſickneſle it ſelfe is not. With us men,once-goes away with a warning, 

the ſecondact 15 but whipping, the third is death. Iris a mortall thing to abuſe. the 
lenity of God;weſhouldbe preſumptuouſly mad, to hope that God will ſtid us for a | 
ſinning-ſtock, to provoke him how weewill. It is more mercy then heowes us.,ifhe 
torbeareus once : it is his juſticeto plague ns the fecond time : We may thanke 
our ſelves, 1f we will not be warned. 

Their meat was ſtrange, but nothing fo muchas their bread. Tofind Quailes ina 
Wildernefſe was unuſuall;but for bread to come downe from Heaven was yet more. 
They had ſeeneQuailes before(though nor in ſachnumber:)Manna was never ſeene 
tillnow. From this day till their ſetling in Ca#«ar, God wrought a perpetuall mira- | 
cle in this food.A miracle in the place:other bread riſes up from below.this fel down 
| from above:neither didir ever rainebread rill now;.Yert ſo did this heavenly ſhowre 

fall, that ir isconfined tothe campe of 1ſ7ael. A miracle in the quantitie : That eve- 
ry morning ſhould fall enough to fill fo many hundred thonfand mouthes and 
| Mawes. A miracle in the. compoſition; That it is fweer like hony-cakes, round like 

Corianders,tranſparent as dew. A rhiracle inthe qualitie;That irmelred by one hear, 
by another hardened.A miracle in the differenceof the tal; That(as if it knew times, 
and would teach themas well as feed themit fel[donble in the even of the Sabbarh, 
and onthe Sabbathfell nor. A miracle in the putrifaction and preſeryation ; Thar ir 
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nelſe, whey it was kept aday-longertqreeligion.gV <amany Ages, inzh 
{monument ofthe power andmercy ofthe Giver. Aon es cor ELſks tor: 


.monum | ; RANGRA 
cealing 3;:Thatthis ſhowreof bread thllawedcheirCampeinalltheirremoyals, till 


they cametotaſte of the breadofCaoyen, andithenwichdeew:ir lelte, as iis thould. 


haye ſa1d;;-Vencedne mimacles,now.yee have meanes. - -* | 


'ricnall We carftillottheir Manna, Gillhee comes.downe fromheayen, Hee hath 
abſtanceenoughfor worlds effoules; yer onely is tobe found inthe lifts ofthe mae; 
| Church; kte-hath more fvcetnefſe then the hony, and:thehony-combe. Heppyare 
| weifewe:can find him-ſo-{fweert as he-is, dE TE 7H ay SR 
| The ſfame hand that rained Manna upon: their tents, could. have: rained; ic into: 
/ their months,or laps. God loves we ſhould take pajnes for our, ſpirituelt:food. Little 


goneforth.and gathered it,bearen it, bak'd.it: Lec: ſalvation be never ſoplenrifalh if 


worke done, and meanes. uſed, hadbeene enongh.to.give life, no; !{ractire.haddyed: 
Ther belheswere full of that bread, whereof one-cxyrme gives life: yetthey i 
many of themindiſpleaſure.As in natyrall,{o-in ſpiritual things, wemay not truſt to, 


| quall inalt Ely or tos ork ra 
| He thatgavea Gomerto each,could have-given anEphah: As eakily could he have 


; have us hive in a continuall < 


| fooliſh diſtruſt would be ſparing the charges of God;and reſtrving thatfor morning, 
which he ſhould have fpent upon his ſupper? He fhaltknow, that even the bread that 
came downe from heaven.can corrupt: The Manna was fromabove:the wormes and 
ſtinke from his diftidence. Nothing ts ſo foveraigne which being perverted,may not 
annoy in ſteadof benefiting us. cir 2508 L415: / 
Yet I ſee ſome difference between the true and typicall Mania;God never meant 
that the ſhadow and the body ſhould agree inall things. The outward Mannareſer- 
ved, was poiſon : the ſpirituall Manna 15 to us,as it was tq the Arke;not good. unleſſe 
tt be kepr perperually; If we keeper, itſhall keepe us from putrefattion. The aut- 
| ward Manna fell not at allon'the Sabbath: The ſpirituall Manna(though ir balkes no 
day)yet it fals double on Gods day: and if we gather1c not then,wee famiſh. In that 
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 oathered inthisevenof our life. 


SD Of the Rocke of Rephidim 


Sas Efore, Iſrael thirſtedand was ſatisfied ; after that, they hyngred and were 

18 lled;now they thirſt againe, They have breadand meat,buc want drink; 
&s 5 it is« marvellif God doe not evermore hold us ſhore of ſomething, be- 
LE cauſe he would keepe ys {tilt in exerciſe. Wee ſhould farget at whoſe 
Coſt we hive,if we wanted nothing, Still God obſeryes a viciflicude of eviland good; 
andche fameeyils thar we have 


notofthe nature of thoſediſcaſes, whi 


ch they fay $3 man can have hut once. Their 
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They hadhe types; we have the-labſtance: Lathigmildernelſe ofthe World the, | 
\trup Mannais raiuedupon the tenrsof .ourhearts. Hecharſent the Manna, was the. | 
| Behold, their whole meales were facramentalh:. Biogy moaldll hog did.eat, was {Þis | 


|wouldit haveayailed them, that the Manna lay aboyctheir tents, - if they had not: | 


weebring itnothome, and make it ours by: faich, weare-no whis the beter, If the.| 
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meanes: The carcafic of the Sacrament cannot give life, but the foule of it, which js.| 
the thing repreſented. I ſeeeach mangather, and take his juſt meaſure ous of the. | 
common heape. Wemuſt be induſtrious, and helpfull each toother: but when.we | 
have done,Chriſt isnor partiall. If our anfification differ, yet our juſtification is, e-. | 
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| rained downeenough for a moneth, ors yeare arance, as for a day.” Goddelightsro.| 
nee upen his providence, andeachday renue the | 
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true Sabbath ofour gloriousreſt,we {ball for ever toed of that Manna which we have | 
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paſſed, returne upoy usia their courſes.” Crafſesare | 


_ 


| «fs of our faith and thankfillneſſe.But what a covetows 1ſFeelire was:that, which ina | 


| , 


A wefallef wormeswhen-ic, was kent heyoudithe dyghourefar diſtruſi:ful of fine er] = 
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for all = and I know not, if that : for even inlivingwe dye daily. $6 muſt wee) A 
hs wa leaves of all aMi&ions, that wee reſerve'a lodging for them, and expect 
cl free mnrmured when they wanted bread,meat,water .and yet all Iſrael depar- | 
iedfrom the wilderneſſe of Sin to Rephidim,at Gods command. The very worſt men 
will obey God in ſomething; none bn the good; n all: He 1 rarely deſperate, thar: 
makes an univerſall oppoſitton toGod.It 1s an imſound praiſe that is givena man.for 
one good attion : It may be ſafely ſaid of the yery Devils themſelves, that:they doe'| 
ſomething well: They know'and beleeve.and tremble:If we follow God; andmar- 
mur, it is alloneas ifwe had ſtayedbehindi- oo i 
Thoſe diſtruſt hisprovidEce ntheir neceſſity, that are ready tofollowhisguidance |, 
in their welfare. It is an harder matter to endure-in extreame want, then to-obey an 
hard commandement. Sufferings are greater tryals,then ations:How many have we | 
ſeen jepard their lives,with cheerefull reſolution, which cannot endure mn cold blood 
to loſe alimbe withpatience ! But God will have his throughly tryed, he purs them | 
to both, and if we cannot endureborh to follow him from $:»,and to thirſt in Fephi- 
dim, we arenot ſound 1ſraclites. 5d | = LY, 
God led them,on purpoſe to this drie Rephidim : He could as well have condufted 
themtoanother Z/im,to convenient waterings : Or hee that gives the waters of all 
| their channels, conld as well have derived them romeet 1ſrae/ : But God doth pur- 
poſely carry them to thirſt. Iris not for neceſfity,that we fare 1l],but ont of choyce: 
It were ail one with God:to giveus health, as ſickneſſe; abundance as poverty. The. 
treaſure of his riches harh more ſtore then his creaturecan be capable of ;we ſhould 
not comphinet 1t were not good forus to want. - | 
This ſhonld haye beene a contentment able ro quench any thirſt : God hath led 
w hither;If Moſes ont of ignorance had miſguided us, or we chanceably falne upon 
theſe dry defarts, though this were no remedy of our griefe yer it might be ſome 
ground of our complaint. Barnow the counſel of ſo wiſe and mercifull a God, hath 
drawne us intothis want;and ſhall not he as eaſily finde the way out? It s the Lord, 
ler himdoe what he will. There can be nomore forcible motive to patrence, - then 
the acknowledgement of a divine hand tharſtrikes us. Ir is fearfull: tobe in the. 
hand ofan adverſarie ; but who would notbe confident of a Father ? Yet in our 
fraile hamanitie, choler may tranſport a manfrom remembrance of nature ; bur 
, when wee feele'our ſelves nnder the diſcipline of awife God, that. can temper our 
aftliCtions to our ſtrength,toour benefirzwho wonld norrather murmur at himſelfe, 
thathee ſhould ſwerve towards impatience ? Yet theſe ſturdy 7ſraclites wilfully 

murmur: and'willnot have their thirſt quenched with fairh, but with water, Give | 
#8 waler. Ts | | | 
Tlooked toheare when they would haveentreated Moſes to pray for them: bur in | 
ſtead ofentreating,they contend,and in ſtead of prayers, I finde commands : Give ws 
water. If they-had gone to God without Moſes, I ſhon{d have praiſed their faith : bur 
now they goe to Hoſes without God,T hate their ftubbornefaithleſſeneſſe.To ſeeke | 
tothe ſecond meanes,with negle@ of the firſt,is the fruit of a falſe faith. 
The anſwer of Moſes is like himſelfe, mild and ſweet; Why contendye withme? = 
Why tempt ye the Lord ? Inthe firſt expoſtulation condemning them of injuſtice; | E 
{ince not he,bur the Lord had afflictedrhem.In the ſecond,of preſumprion; that ſince 
it was God that tempted them by wanr,they ſhonld rempthim by murmuring.Inthe | 
one,he would have them ſee their wrong; inthe other their danger. Asthe a& came} 
not froth him, bur from God; ſo he pars'ir off toGod;Fr6mi himſelfe :: Why tempt yee | 
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the Lord? The oppoſition which is made to theinſtruments of God,redounds'eyer to | 
his perſon. He holds himſelfe fmitren throngh the ſides of his Miniſters:fo lath'God 
| mcorporated theſe reſpedts,that our ſabtiltte' cannor divide'them, oo 1 
Bur whattempration is this?s rhe Lord among » or nov Infidelity is crafty,andyer 
fooliſh; Crafty inherinfiruations, fooliſhin her conceirs. They imply,'if we were | 
ep a ns ' | 
| ſure the Lord were with u,we wonld not difiruſt; They conceive doubrs of his preſence; 
afrer ſuch confirmations. What could God doe more, to make them ada | 
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| them, and they be athirlt : either God muſt humour carnall minds,or be difituſted : 


—— —— 


OX 


ſent unlefſe every moment thould have renued miracles? The plaguesof Agypr,and 
che diviſion of the Sea were ſo tamous,that the very Innes of 7ericho rang of them: | 
Their waters were Jately ſweetned;the Quailes were yet intheir teeth;their Manna 
was yer in their eye; yea,they ſaw God 1n the Pillar ofthe Cloud, and yerthey ſay, 
Is the Lord among#it #5? No argument is enough to an incredulous heart, nor ſenſe, 
not experience, How much better was that faith of Thomas, that would beleeve his 
eyes and hands,though his eare he would not? Oh the deepe infidelity of theſe 1/7ae- 
lites,that ſaw and beleeved nor ! 

And how will they know it Godbe amongſt them 2 As if hee could not bee with 


ma. 


If they proſper(though it be with wickedneſs) God is with them; If they be thwarted 
in their owne delignes;ſtraight,7s God with ws? It was the way toput God from the, 
rodiilruft and murmure.It he had not been with them, they had not lived;Ifhe had 
beene in them,they had nor mutined. They can thinke himabſent intheir want, and 
cannot ſee him abſent 1ntheir finne : and yet wickedneſſe,not afffiction, argues him 
gone;zyea,then is he moR prelent,when he moi} chaſtiſes, 

Who would not have looked,that this anſwer of Moſes ſhould have appeaſed their 
fury 2 As what can full him that will hot be quier ro thinke he hath God for his Ad- 
verſary? Butas if they would wilfully warre againſt heaven,they proceed, yer with 
no leſle craft than violence;bending their exceptionto cne part of the anſwer : and 
{moothly omitting,whatthey could not except againit, They wil not heare of temp. 
ting God ?they maintaine their ſtrife with Moſes,both with words and ſtones, How 
malicious, how heady is impatience! The a& was Gods, they cali it upon Moſes, 
Wherefore haſt thou brought #s? The aQ of God was mercitull,they make it cruell,7s 
kill zs and onr children ; As it God and Moſes meant norhing but rhei* ruine, who in- 
rended nothing bur their life and liberty. Fooliſh men ! Whar needed this journey 
ro death > Were they nor as obnoxious to God in Agypt > Couldnor God by Mo- 
ſes as eaſily have killed them in Xgypr, or in the Sea,as their enemies ? Impaticnce 
is full of miſconſtrution; If it be poſſible ro finde our py gloſſero corrupt the 
Texc of Gods actions,rhey ſhall be ſurenot ro ſcape untaihted, 

It was no expoſtulating with an unreaſonable multitude; Moſes runs Rtaiphe ro 
him that was able at once to quench their thirſt,and their fary : What ſhak 1 dozto this 
people > It is the beſt way,to truſt God with his owne cauſes : when men will bee in- | 
cermedling with his affaires,they undoe themſelves in vaine.VVe ſhall finde difficul. 
ties inall great enterpriſes : If we be ſure we have begun them from God, wee ma 
ſecurely caſt all events upon his providence, which knowes how to diſpoſe, and how 
co end then, 

Moſes perceived rage, not in the tongues onely, but in the hands ofrhe Iſraelites. 
Tet a while longer and they will ſtont me. Eve the Leader of Gods people, feared death; 
and ſinned not in fearing, Life is worthy to be deare to all;eſpectally to him, whom 
publike charge hath made neceſſary : Meere feare is nor (inſull; lt is impotence and 
difiruſt that accompany it, which make irevil]. How well isthar feare beſtowed,that 
ſends us the more imporrunately to God, Some man would have thought of flight, 
Moſes flies to his Prayers; and thatnot for revenge,but forhelpe. Who but Hoſes 
would not have ſaid, This twice they have mutined,and beene pardoned, and now 
againe thou (eel, O Lord, how madly they rebel; and how bloodily they intend 
againſt me;preſerve me,l beſcech thee,and plague the. I heare none of this,but 1mi- | 
rating the long ſuffering of his Godzhe ſeekesro God for rhem,which ſougtit to kill 
him for the quarrell of God. | 


Neither is God ſooner ſought than found : All Iſrael might ſee Moſes goe towards | 
the Rocke : None but the Elders might ſee him firike ir. Their unbeliete made them | 
unworthy of this priviledge. It is no ſmall favour of God,to make us wirnefles of his | 


great Wotkes; That he crucifies bis Son before us; that he ferches the water of Life þ 
our of the true Rocke, in our ſight, isan high prerogative; If his rigour wobld have 
taken it,our infidelity had equally excluded us,whom now his mercy bath received. 


4 


Hoſes muſt rake his Rod; God could have. oo it by his will, withonrt a word;orby | 
W ddd. 
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his word,wirhout the Rod; bur hee will dpe by meanes,that which hee can as ealily A' 
doe without. There was 80 vertue inthe Rod,none in the ſtroke; but all inthe com=| | 
mandofGod. Meanes muſtbe uſed,and yettheir efficacy muſt beeexpected out of 
S, BS, 
re not ſuffice God to namethe Rod, without a deſcription; (hereby thou 
ſmoteft the River :) Wherefore 2 but to ſtrengthen the faith of Moſes, that beemightr 
well expe& this wonder from that, which hee had tryed to bee miraculous, How 
could hee but firmely beleeve, that the ſame meanes which turned the waters into 
blood,and turned the ſea into a wall,could as well turne the ſtone into water ? No. 
thing more raiſes up the heart in preſent affiance,than the recognition of favours,or 
wonders paſſed.Bchold,the ſameRod that brought plagues to the Egyptians,brings 
deliverances to [ſrael. By the ſame meanes can God ſave and condemne : like as the 
ſame ſword defends and kils. 

That power which turned the wings of the Quailes to the wilderneſſe,turned the 
courſe of the water through the Rock : Hee might{(ifhe had pleaſed )have cauſed a 
Spring to well out of the plaine carth; but heewill now fetch it out of the tone, ro 
convince and ſhame their infidelity, 

What is more hard and dry thantheRocke? What more moiſt and ſupple than 
water? That they might be aſhamed to thinke, they diſtruſted leſt God could bring 
them water out ofthe Clouds or Springs,the very Rocke ſhall yeeld it. | 

And now, ualeſſe their hearts had beene more rocky thanthis fione,they could 
not but have reſolved into teares,for this diftdence. 

I wonder to ſee theſe Iſraelites fed with Sacraments: Their bread was ſacramen- 
tall, whereof they communicated every day : leſt any man ſhould complaine of fre. 
quence, the Iſracltes received daily; and now their drinke was ſacramentall, that 
the ancient Church might give no warrant ofa dry Communion. 

Twice therefore hath the Rock yeelded them water of refreſhing;to ſignifie that 
the true ſpirituall Rocke yeelds1it alwayes. The Rocke that followed them was 
Chriſt : Out of thy ſide, 0 Savioar,iflued that bloody ftreame, whereby the thirſt of 
all beleevers is comfortably quenched : Let us but thirſi;nor with repining,bur with | 
faith;this Rocke of thine ſhall abundantly flow forth to our ſoules, and follow us, 


till this water bechanged intothatnew wine, whichweſhall drinke with thee inthy 
Fathers Kingdome. 
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2.O ſooner 15 Iſraels thirſt flaked, then God hathan Amalckite ready to 

| Ba flaulr them, Tae Almighty hath choice of rodsto whipus with; and 
xg will not be content with one tryall. They would needs bee quarrelling | 
> with Moſes, without a cauſe, and now God ſends the Amalekites to 
hos *quarrell withthem.lIt is juſt with God,rhat they which would beconte- 
ding with their beſi triends,ſhould have work enough of contending with enemies. 

Lo their paſſage out of Egypr,God would nor leadethem the neareſt way,by the 
Philiſtims Land,leſt they ſhould repent at the ſight of warre; now they both ſe 
and feele it. He knows how to make the fitteſt choice of thetimes of evill-and with- 
holds that one while,which he ſends another,nor without ajuſt reaſon, why he ſends, 
and with-holds it: And chough to us they come ever(as wee thinke) unſeaſonably, 
andat ſome times more unfitly than orhets;yer he that ſends them knowes their op. 
portunities, 

Who would not have thought,a worſe time could never have beene pickt for Iſ- 
raels watre,than now 2 In the feebleneſlſe of their troopes, when they were wearied 
thirſty,uaweaponed, Yetnow muſt the Amalekites doe thar, which before,the Phi- 
Lſtums might notdoe: Weare not worthy,not abletochuſe for our ſelves, 
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A} To beficke,and dye inthe firength of youth, in the minority of children : Tobe 
pinched with poverty,or miſcariageof children in our age; how barſhly unſeaſona. | 
ble it ſcemes| But the infinite wifdome rhat orders our events, knows how to order | 
our times. Unleſſe wee will be ſhameleſſe unbeleevers,O Lord, wee muſt truſt thee 
with our ſc]vesandour ſeaſons,and know, that not that which wee deſire, bur that 
which thou haſt appointed,is the fitted time forour ſufferings, See Bog 

Amalck was Eſau's gran-child; and theſe Iſraelites the Sons of 7acob. The abode 
of Amalck was not ſo farre from Agypr,but they might well heare what became of 
cheir Couſins of Iſrae];and now,doubtleſle out of envy watcht their oportunity of 
revenge for their old grudge. Malice is commonly hereditary,andruns1n theblood, 
and{as we uſe ro ſayofRunner)the older it is,the Fronger. © 

Hence is that fooliſh hoſtilicy, which ſome men unjuRly nouriſh upon no other 
grounds than the quarrels o: their forefathers, To wreake our nualice upon poſteri- 
ty,isat the beſt, bur che humourof an Amalckite. 

How cowardly and howcrafty was the Skirmith of Amalck ! They doe not bid 
them battel| in termes of Warre,but withoutall noiſe of warning,come ſtealing up. 
on the hindmoſt,and fall upon the weake and ſcattered remnants of Iſrael. 

There is no looking for favour at the hands of malice: The worſt thareither force 
or fraud can doe, malt be. expected of an Adverſary;but much more of our ſpiricuall 
enemy;by how much his hatred is deeper. Behold,this Amaleklyes in ambuſh to hin- 
der our paſſage unto our Land of Promiſe; and ſubrilly takes all advantages of our 
weakneſſes. Wecannot be wiſe or ſafe if we ſtay behind our celours;and ſtrengthen 
nor thoſe parts, where is molt perillof oppoſition, 

I doe not heare Moſes ſay to his Joſhua; Amalek is come up againſt us, it matters 
not whether thou goe againſt him or not; or if thou goe, whether alone or with 
company: or if accompanied, whether with many or few, firong or weake, or if 
ſtrong men,whether they doe fight oc nol will pray on the Hill : bur, Chooſe ws ont 
men and goe fight, 

Then onely can wepray with hope,when we have done our beſt. And though the 
meanes cannot effeQ rhar, which we defirez yer God will have us uſe the likelieſt 
meanes on our parc, toeffect ir. VVhere it comes immediately from the charge of 
God,any meanesarc effecuall;Oneftick of wood fhall ferch water out of the Rock, 
another ſhall ferchbitterneſſe our ofthe water : bur in thoſe projets which wee 
make for our owne purpoſes, wee muſt chuſe thoſe helps which promiſe moſt effica. 
cy. In vaine ſhall Moſes be upon the Hill,if 7vſhxa be not in the Valley. Prayer with- 
out meanes,is a mockery of God, OE 

Here are two ſhadowes of one ſubſtance; The ſame Chriſt in 7oſhua fights againſt 

our ſpirituall LAmalek,and in Moſes ſpreads out his arines upon the hill;and in borh, 
conquers, And why doth hee climbe up the hill rather than pray in the valley ? per. 
haps that he might have the more freedome to his thoughts, which, following the | 
ſenſe;are ſo much more heavenly,as the eye ſees more of heaven. Though vertue lies 
nct in the place, yer choice muſt be made of thoſe places,which may bemoſt help to 

| Our devotion; Perhaps that hee mighr be in theeye of 7ſrae!. a 

The preſence and ſight of the Leadergives heart to the people: neither doth any 
E | thing more move the multitude;than example. A publike perſon cannot hide him- 

(elfe inthe Valley : but yet it becomes him beſt ro ſhew himſelfe wo the Hill. 

The handof Moſes muſt be raiſed, but not empty, neither js it his owne Rod that 
he holds,but Gods, In the firft meeting of God with Moſes, the Rod was Moſes 's; it 
is like;fof the uſe ofhis trade : now the propriety is altered; Godhath ſo wroughr | 
by it,that now he challenges it;and Moſes dare not call it hisxowne. | | 

Thoſe things which it pleaſes God to uſe for his owhe ſervice, are now changed | 
in their conditt6. The bread of the Sacrament was once the Bakers, now it 1s Gods: | 
the water was once every mans,now it is the Laver of Regeneration. Ir is both un} 
juſt and unſafe ro hold thoſe things common, wherein God hath a peculiarity, |} 

Atother times,upon occaſion of the plagues,and of rhe Quailes and of the Rotk, 
he was commanded to take the Rod in his hand, now hee doth it unbidden; Hee] 
OY: FS Dddd 2 _... doth\.. 
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| + «© now tor Miraculous OPeration, but for incouragemenr. A 
"P61 whok hi [ſraelites ſhonld caſt uptheir eyes to the Hill,and ſee Moſes and his 
Rod,(theman and the meanes that had wrought {o powerfully for them)they could 
not bar rakeheartto themſelves, and thinke, There is the man that delivered us 
from the Egyptian, Why not now from the Amalekite? There is the Rod which tur. 
ned waters to blood,and brought varieties of plagues upon Egypt, VVhy not now 
on Amalek ? 2 RG, £ 

Nothing can more hearten our fairh, than the view of the menuments of Gods | 
favour : ifever wee have found any word oract of God cordial! to us, it is good to 
ſerch it forth oft ro the eye. The renewing of our ſenſe, and remembrance, makes 
every gift of God perpetually beneficiall, ; 

If Moſes had received a command, that Red which fetcht water from the Rocke, 
could as well have fetcht the blood of the THmalekites out of their bodies? God will 
not worke miracles alwayes; neither muſt we expe&t them unbidden, 

Not as a Standard-beater ſo much as aſuppliant doth Moſes lift up bis hand : The 
oeſture ofthe body ſhould both expreſſe and further the piety of the ſoule. This 
fleſh of ours is not a good ſervant unleſle ir help us in the beſt offices : The God of 
Spirirs doth moſt reſpect the ſoule ofour devotion, yet it is both unmannerly and 
irreligiousto be miſgeſtured in our Prayers. The careleſle and uncomely carriage of 
the body helpes both to ſignifie and make aprophane ſoule. 

The hand and the Rod of Moſes never moved in vaine; Though the Rod did not 
\ ſtrike LAmalek, as it had done the Rocke : yer it {mote Heaven, and fetcht downe 

victory. And that the [{raclites might ſee, the hand of Moſes hada greater firoke in 
the fight than all theirs,the ſucceſſe muſt riſe and fall with it : Amalck roſe,and 1/7 ae! 
fell with his hand falling : _{malek fel), and 7ſrael riſes, with his hand raiſed.Oh the 
wondrous power of the prayers offatth ! All heavenly favours are derived tous 
from this channall of grace: To theſe are wee beholden for our peace, preſervati- 
ons, and all the rich mercies of God which. wee enjoy. We could nor want if wee 
could aske. . | 

Every mans hand would not have done this,bur the hand of a Hoſes. A faithleſle 
man may as well hold his hand and tongue ſti!l;hee may babble,bur prayes not; hee 
prayes ineffeually,andreceives not : Onely the prayer ofthe Righteous availeth 
much;and onely the beleever is righteous. 

There can be no merit,no recompence anſwerable ro a good mans praier; for hea- 
ven and the eare of God is open to him : bur the formall devorions of an ignorant 
and faithleſle man,are not worth that cruſt of bread which he askes: Yea, it is Dre- 
ſumption in himſelfe; how ſhouldit be beneficiall ro others ? it prophanes the name 
of God,n ſtead of adoring it. - 

Burt how juſtly is the fervency of the prayer added tothe righteouſneſſe of the 
perſon > When Moſes hand ſlackned, Amalck prevailed. No Moſes canhave his 
hand ever up; It isatirle proper to God,that his hands are ſiretched our ill : whe. 
ther ro mercy or vengeance. Our ipfirmity will not ſufferany long intention, either | 
of body or minde. Long prayers can hardly maintaine their vigour:as in tallbodics 
he ſpirits are diffuſed. The ſtrongeſt hand will lavguiſh, withlong entending': And 


when our devotion tires, it 1s ſcene in the ſucceſle; then ſtraight our Amalckpre. 
vailes. Spirituallwickedneflesare maſteredby vehement prayer; and by heartleſhes | 
in prayer Overcome tis, | | 


Moſes had two helps, A ſtoneto fit on, andanhand toraiſe his :. And his Gee? 
and holpen hand is - whirl effeCtuall. Even in ourprayers will God TG —_ 
reſpe& our owne infirmities. In caſes of our neceflity,hee regards nor th 
of body,but the affeions of the ſoule. 4 hy me poſture 


| Doubtlefle Aaronand Har did not onely raiſe their hands, but their mindes with 
his : The more cords the eaſier draught. Aaron was brother to Moſes : There cannot 
be a more brotherly office,than ro help one another in our-prayers,and tO excite our | 
mutua[l devotions. No Chriſtian may thinke ir enough to pray alone: Heeis no 
rrue 1ſraetiie,that will notbe ready to lift up the weary hands of Gods Saints: 
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A} All7ſrac/ law this : orifthey were ſo intent upon the flaughter, and ſpoile, thar 
they obſerved it nor, they might heare ir after from Aaron and Har : yer this con- 
rents not God, /t muſt be written. Many other miracles had God done before, nor 
one,direaly commanded to be recorded: The other were onely for the wonder , 
this forthe imitation of Gods people. In things that muſt liveby report; every 
tongue addes or detraGts ſomething, The word once written is both inaltetable and 
permanent. 
As Godis carefull to maintaine the glory of his miracyJous vitory: ſo is Moſes 
defjrous to ſecond him; God by a Booke;and Moſes by an Alrar;and a name. God 
commands to enroule it in parchment; Moſes regiſters itin the ſtones of his Alrar, 
which he raiſes not onely for future memory,bur for prefent uſe. That hand which 
B | was weary of lifting upſtraight offers a ſacrifice of praiſe to God : How well it be- 
comes rhe jult ro be thankfull! Even very nature teacherh us men th abhorre ingrati. 
rude in ſmall favours. How much leffe can thar Fountaine of geodneſſe abide to bee 
laded at with unthankfull hands 2 O God, we cannot but confeſle our deliverances: 
where are our Altars? where are our Sacrifices 2 where is our Jehovaniſ; 2 1 doe nor 
more wonder at thy power in preſerving us, than at thy mercy, which is not weary 
of caſtingaway favours upon the ingratetull. 


——__—— 


Of the Law. 


C|S=aRHIT js but about ſeven weekes, ſince Iſrael came out of Egypt: In which 
[x38 ſpace God had cheriſhed their faith by five ſeverall wonders : yer now 
T9 BE be thinkes it time to give them Statures from heaven,as well as bread. 
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2&2 TR The Mannaand waterfrom the Rock(which was Chriit in the Goſpel) 


+ < PF. 


2 
4 of? af by,” 
\,%T 
F " RO 
$\ d* a. p ? , 
wo * ved 
Ty AS T=an. 
£ NS WH 


—_ 


[ET were given before the Law. The Sacraments of Grace, before the legal 
Covenant. The grace of God preventeth our obedience; Theretore ſhould wee 
keepe the Law of God, becauſe we havea Saviour.Oh the mercy of our God! which 
before we ſee what weare bound to doe,ſhewes us ourremedy, if wee dbt it not : 
How canour faith diſanull the Law,when it was before it > Ir may helpe to full! | 
thar which ſhall be : it cannot fruſtrate that which was nor. The Letters which God | 
Thad written in our fleſhly tables, were now (as thoſe that were carved in ſome | 
D | barkes) almoſt growne out; hee ſaw it time to write them in dead Tables, whoſe 
hardneſſe ſhould not be capable ofalteration : Hee knew, that rhe ſtone would bee 
more faichfullrhan our hearts ESD 

O marvellous accordancebetwixt the two Teftaments ! In the very time of their | 
delivery, there is the ſame agreement, which is in the ſubſtance. The ancient lewes 
kept our Fealts,and we ſtill keepe theirs, The Feaſt of the Paſleover is the time of 
 Chrifts reſurreion, then did he paſſe from under the bondage of Death. Chriſt is 
our Paſſcover, the ſpotleſſe Lambe,whereofnor a bone mult be broken. The very 
day;wherein God came down in fire'and thunder rodeliver the Law : even the fame 
| [day cameallo the Holy Ghoſt downe upon the Diſciples in fiery tongues, for the | 
| [propagation ofthe Goſpell. That other was in fire and ſnioake; obſcurity was 
E | mipgled with terrour : This was in fire without ſmoake , befitting the light 
and clearneſs of the Goſpel! : Fire;not in flaſhes,but in tongues; not to terrifie, bur to 
inſtru; The promulgationofrhe Law,makes way tor the Law of the Goſpell; No 
man receives the Holy Ghoſt, but he which hath felt the tcrrours of Sipas. | 

God might have impoſed uponthem a Law perforce, They were his creatures; } 
and he could require nothibg but juſtice; It had beene but equall that they ſhould} 
beecompelled roobeytheir Maker; yet that God which lovesto doe all things 
ſweetly, gives the Law of juſtice in mercy, and will not imperioafly command, bur | 
craves our aſſent for that, which it were rebellion not todoe, | f 

How gentle ſhould bethe proceeding of fellow creatures, who-hawgam/ equality : 
of being,with an inequality of condition;when their infinite Maker requeſis,where | 
he might conſtraine! God will make no covenant with the unwilling: how much leſſe | 
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Contemplations. 
he os "Grace which ſtands all upon love?lt we Hay rill God offcr violence | A 
mien eh ys tr out will,wee {ball die ſtrangers from him. The Church 
is the $ ouſe of Chriſ;he will enjoy her love by a willing contra@t, nor by a raviſh. 
ns 3h obftinate have nothing to doe with Godz The title of all Converts,is, A 
- ' 00> 1 to God,it was from God;he enquires after his own gifts inus, 
for our capacity of more. They had nor received the Law, unleſle they bad firſt re. 
ceived a diſpolition fit ro be commanded. Asthere was an inclination to heare, fo 
there muſt be a preparation for hearing. Gods juſtice had before prepared bis Iſra- 
elites,by hunger,thirft,fear of enemies; his mercieshad prepared themby deliveran- 
ces,by proviſionsof water, meat, bread : and yet beſides al] the fighr of God inhis 
miracles, they muſt be three dayes prepared to hear him.VVhenour ſoulesare atthe 
beſt, our apprachto God requires particular addreſſes : And if three dayes were lit- 
tle enough to prepare them to receive the Law; how is all our life ſhort enough to 
prepare for the reckoning of our obſerving it? And if the word ofa command expe- 
Qed ſuch readines;whar ſhall the word of promiſe, the promiſe of Chriſt & ſalvatio? 
The Moraine of Zgypt was not ſo infeaious as their vices; the contagion of theſe 
ſtucke Rtiltby Iſrael: All the water of the Red Sea,and of Marah,8: that which guſh- 
ed out of the Rocke,had not waſhed it off. From theſe,they muſt now be ſanRified. 
As ſinne is alwayes dangerous; ſo moſt, when we bring it into Gods ſight:It enveno. 
meth both our perſons and ſervices,and turnes our good into evill, As therefore we 
maſt be alwayes holy : ſo moſt, when we preſent our ſelves to the holy eycs of our 
Creator. Wee waſh our handsevery day;but when wee are to fit with ſome great | 
perſon,we ſcowrethem with balls. Andif we muſtbe ſanRified onely ro receive the | 
Law,how holy muſt we be to receive the grace promiſed inthe Goſpel! > 
Neither muſt themſelves only be cleanſed, but their very cloathes: Fheir garments 
ſmeltof Fgypt,cven they muſtbe waſhed: Neither can cloathes be capable of ſinne, | 
nor can water cleanſe from ſinnes : The danger was neither in their garments, nor { 
theirskin; yet they muſt bee waſhed, that they might learne by their cloathes, with 
what ſoules to appeare before their God, Thoſe garments muſt bee waſhed, which 
ſhould never waxe o1d,that now they might begintheir age in purity;as thoſe which | 
were in more danger of being foule,than bare. It is fit that our reverence to Gods 
preſence ſhould appeare inour very garments; that both without and within wee 
may bee cleanly : bur little would nearneffe of veſtures availe us witha filthy ſoule. 
The God of ſpirits lookes to the inner man; and challenges the purity of that part 
which reſembles himſelfc : Cleanſe your hands you ſunners and puree your hearts Fee dou- 
ble minacd. | 

Yeteven when they were wafhed,and ſanctified, they may not touch the Mount: | 
not onely with heir feet; but not with their eyes : The ſmoake keepes it from their 
eyes; the marks from their ftecr.Not only men that had ſome impurity at their beſ;, | 
are reſtrained,but even beaſts which are not capable of any unholineſs. Thoſe beaſts 
which muſt touch his Altars, yet might nor reuch h& hill: And if a beaft touch it,he 
muſt die : yet ſo asno hands may touch that,which had touched rhe hill. Vnreaſona. 
 bleneſſe might ſeem to be an excuſe in theſe creatures : that therfore which is dearh 

to a beaſt, muſt needs be capirallto them,whoſe reaſon Could guide them to avoid 
preſumption, Thoſe Iſraelites which ſaw God every day in the pillar of fire,and the 
cloud, muſt not come nearehim in the Mount. God: loves at once familiarity and | 
feare; Familiarity inour converſation,and fearc in his commands, He lovesto be ac. | 
' quainted with men, in the walkes of their obedience : yet he takes ſtate upon him in 
his ordinances; and will be trembled at,in his word and Iudgements, 

I ſeethe difference of Gods cariage to men in the Law,and in the Goſpel: There 
the very Hill where he appeared,may notbetouched of the pureſt Iſraelite;herethe | 
hemme of his garment is couched by the woman, that had the flux of blood: yea. his | 
very face was touched with the lips of 14das. There the very carth was prohibited 
them,on which hee deſcended + Here, his very body and blood isprofered to our 
couch and taſte,Oh the marvellous kindneſſe of our God ! How afthankfolare we,| 
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| angel), the Trumper of God ſhall ſummon usto theother.To the one Moſes ' (thar 


_. 


if we doe not acknowledpe this mercy above his ancient people! They were his 
owne;yet ſtrangers in compariſon ofour liberty, It is our ſhame and finne,if in theſe 
meanes of intireneſle, wee bee no better acquainted with God,thanthey;which in 
their greateſt familiarity were commanded aloofe. 

God wascver wonderfull in his workes,and fearfull in his judgments: but he was 
never (o terrible in the execution of his will,as now inthe premulgation of it. Here 
was nothing but a majeſticall terror in the eyes,intheeares ofthe 7/raelites;as if God 
meant to ſhew themby this, how fearfnl he could be, Here was the lightning darted 
in cheir eyes,the thunders roaring in their eares,the Trumpet of God drowning the 
thunderclaps,the voyce of God our-I[peaking the Trumpet of the Angel;the Cloud 
enwrapping, the ſmoake aſcending, the fire flaming, the Mount trembling, Moſes 
climbing & quaking,palencſs and death inthe face of /rae/,uproare in the Elemets, 
and all the glory of Heaven turned into terror, In the deftru ion of the firſt world, 
there were clouds without fire : In the deſtruQion of Sodom there was fire raining 
without clouds; but here was fire,ſmoak,clouds,thundes,carthquakes, and whatſo- 
ever might worke more aſtoniſhment,than ever was in any vengeance inflicted. 
And ifthe Law were thus given, how ſhall itbe required > If ſuch were the Pro- 
clamation of Gods Statutes,what ſhall the Seſfions be >I ſee and tremble at there- 
ſemblance. The Trumpet of the Angel called unto the one : The veyce ofan Arch- 


climbed up that Hill, andalone ſaw ir)ſayes, God camewith ten thouſands of his 
Saints; In the other,thouſand thouſands ſhall miniſter to him,8& ten thouſand thou. 
ſands (hall fiand before him. In the one, Mount Sin; onely was on a Rlame; all the 
| World (hall be ſo,in the other.In the one there was fire,ſmoake,thunder and light- 


art thou to inflict vengeance upon ſinners, who didſi thus forbid finne! and if thou 
wert {o terrible a Lawgiver,what a Judge ſhalt thou appeare > What ſhall become 
ofthe breakers.of ſo ficry a Law? Oh where (hall thoſe appeare that are guilry of 
the tranſgreſſing that Law,whoſe very delivery was little leſſe than death? Tfour 


quire the coſt : But now the fire wheria itwas delivered, was but terrifyingzthe fire 
| wherein it ſhall be required, is conſuming. Happy are thoſe that are fromunder the 
terrours of that Law,which was givenin fire,and in fire ſhall be required. 
| God would have 7ſ7ael ſee, that they had not to doe with ſome imporent Com. 
' mander,chat is faine to publiſh his Lawes withour noylſe, in dead paper; which can 
{ more cafily injoyne, than puniſh, or deſery,than execute; and therefore, before hee 
gives them a Law ,he ſhews them that he can command Heaven,Earth, Fire, Ayre,in 
revenge of the breach of the Law, That they could not bat thinke it deadly to dif- 
| pleaſe ſuch a Law-giver,or violate ſuch dreadfull Statutes; that they might ſee all 
the Elements, examples of that obedience, which they ſhould yeeld unto their 
Maker. | 
| - Thisfire whereinthe Law was given,is ſtill in it, and will never out : Hence are 
thoſe terrours which it flaſhes in every conſcience, that hath felt remorſe of finne, E- 
very mans heart is a Sizz4i,and reſembles ro him both a heaven and hell. The ſting of 
death is finne,and the ſtrength of finne is the Law, WP | 

' Tharthey might ſee he could finde our their cloſeſt ſinnes,he delivers his Law in 
the light of fire, from out of the ſmoake; that they might ſee what isdue to their 
 ſinges,they ſee fire above, to repreſent the fire that ſhould be below them;rhat they 


quakes under them. Thar they might ſec they could nor ſhift their appearance,the 
| Angels callthem together,Oh royall Law,and mighty Law-giver! How couldthey 
think of having any other God,that had ſuch proofes ofthis > How could they think 
of making any reſemblance of him whom they ſaw could not bee ſeene, and whom 


ning; In the other a fiery ſireame ſhall iſſue from him, wherewith the heavens(hall | 
| be aifſolved,and the Elements ſhall melt away with a noiſe. O God, how powerfull 


might know ke could waken their ſecurity,the Thunder,and lowder voyce of God| 
ſpeakesto their hearts. That they might ſce what their hearts (ſhould doe, the Earthj 


—_—_——_— 
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God ſhould exa@ his Law but in the ſame rigor wherein he gave it,finne couldnor| 


they ſaw in not being ſecne, infigite? How conld they thinke of daring to prophane | 
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Contemplations. | L1s. V: 


— 


| hi whom they heard to name himſelfe,with that voyce, 7chovah> How could 
hy thinks o Sanding with him fora day; whom they ſaw rocommand that hea- 
ven.which makes and meaſures day ? How could they thinke of difodeying his De- 
outies whom they ſaw {o able to revenge 2 How could they thinke of killing, when 

they werehalfe dead with the feare of him, that could killboth body and ſoulezhow 
| could rhey thinke ofthe flames of luſt,that ſaw ſuch fires of vengeance? How could | 
they thinke of tealing from others, thar ſaw whoſe the heaven and the catth was to | 
diſpoſe of at his pleature? How could they thinke of ſpeaking falfly;that heard God | 
ſpeake info fearefull a tone ? How could they thinke of covering others goods, that | 
'w how weake and uncertaine right they had to their owne > Yea, tous was this | 
| | aw ſodelivered;to us intbem - neither hadthere beene ſuch ſtate inthe promulga- ; 
on of it, if God bad not intenged it for Eternity, Wee men, that fo feate the 
»reach of humane Lawes,for ſome ſmall mulQs of forfeiture; how ſhould we feare 
thee(O Lord)that canſt caſt body and ſoule into hell ! 


Of the Golden (alfe. 


T was not much above a moneth, ſince 1ſrae/ made their covenant with 
God; ſince they trembled ro heare him ay, Thow ſhalt have x0 other Gods | 
but me;{ince they ſaw 1 oſes part from them, and climbeup the Hill ro 
God : andnow they ſay, Make ws gods, wee know not what ts become of this 

Moſes, Oh,ye madd 1{7aelites,have yeſo ſoone forgotten that fire and rhunder,which 

you heard and ſaw > [s that ſmoake vaniſhed our of your minde,as ſoone as out of 

your ſight > Could yourhearts ceaſe to tremble with the earth? Can ye inthe very 

(ight of S72az,call for other gods ? And for eMoſes;was it not for your ſakesthar hee | 

thruſt himſelfe into the midii ofthat ſmoake and fire,which yee feared to fee afarre þ 

off> Was he not now gone after ſo many ſudden embaſſages,to be your Leiger with | 

God? If yce had ſeene him take his heeles, and runne away from yon into. the | 

wilderneſſe,what could yehave ſaid or done more ? Behold, our better Moſes was 

withus a while nponearth, he is now aſcended into the Mountof Heaven, to medi- 
ate for ns; (hallwee now thigke of another Saviour ? Shall wee not hold itour-hap- | 

pineſſe,thathe isfor onr fakes above > | 1 

And what if your Moſes had beene gore for ever > Muft yee therefore have'pods | 

| made? Ifychad ſaid, Chooie us anather Governour,it had beene a wicked andun. | 
chankfull motion,ye were 5po unworthy ofa Moſes,that could fo ſoone forget him: | 

but to ſay, Makes gods,was abſurdly impious, Moſes was not your God, but your 
Governour : neither was the preſence of God tyed to Moſes ; You ſaw God ſliltwhe | 
he was gone,inhispillar,and io his Manna,and yer ye ſay, Aake us gods: Every word | 
is full of ſenſelefſe wickednefle. How many gods would yee have ? or what gods are 
thoſe that can bee made ? or({whatever the Idolatrous Egyptians did) with what 
face can ye, after ſv many miraculcus obligations, ſpeake of another God 2 Had the 
vayce of God {carcedonethundring in your eares > Did youſolately heare and ſee | 
him to'be an infinite God 2 Did ye quake to heare him ſay out of rhe midſt of the 

Hames, 7 am Ichovah thy God : Thou ſhalt have no gods but me? Did yee acknowledge 

God your Maker, and doe yece now ſpeake of making of gods? If ye had ſaid, Make 

us anorhet man tqgoe betore us,it had beene an impoſſible ſuite. Aaror might hel 

to marre you. and himſelfe; He could not make one haire of a man : and doe yee ſa 1 

Make #4 gods ? And what ſhould thoſe gods doe? Goe before you, How could they - 

before you that cannor landalone? your help makes them ro ſf}and, and ks = 

| muſt conduct you. Oh theimpatient-ipgratitude of carnall mindes ! 'Oh the ſottiſh. 
neſſe of [dolatry | Who would not haveſaid ,Moſes is not with us, but hee is with | 

God for us? He ſtayes long : He that called himwithholds him: His delay is for our 

ſakes,as well as his aſcent, Thongh we ſee him not,we will hope for him : his favours 

tO US Dave deſerved not to be rejeted : Or, if God will keepe him from us; hee that 
withholds him, can ſupply him : He that ſent him can leade us without him - His 
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them,will cruſt in him. 
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fire and Cloud isall-fufficiengGod hath ſaid and done enough for us, to make us| 
cruſt him : Vee will, we can have no other God; wee care not for any other gnide. 
But behold here is none of this: Moſes Rayes bur fome five and thirty dayes,and now 
heas forgotten,and is beeome but ths Moſes: Yea,God is forgetten,with himzand,as 
it God and Moſes had beeneloſt ar once,they ſay; Make ws gods, Naturall menmuſi 
bave God at their bent : and if hee comenor at acall,hee is caſt off, and they take 
themſelves to rheir owne ſhifts : like as the Chinois whip their gods,when they an. 
{wer them not; whereas his holy ones waite long, and feeke him; and not onely in 
their {inking,but from the bottome of the deepes, call upon him:and though hee kill 


Superſtition beſors the mindes of men,and blindes the eye of reaſon; and firſt 
makes them not men,ere it makes them Idolaters. How elfecou!d hee that is the I- | 
mage of God fall down to the Images of creatures?how could our forefathers have 
ſo doted upon ffockesand ſtones, if they had beene themſelves? As the Syrians were 
firſt blinded and then led into the midit of Samaris : {o are the ldolaters firit berea- 
ved of their wits and common ſenſe, and afterwards are carried brutiſhly into all 


Who would not have beene aſhamed to heare rhis anfwer from the brother of 
Moſes,Plucke off your Earings > He ſhould have ſaid, Plucke this 1dolatrons thought out of 
yoar hearts : and now in ſtead ofchiding he ſoorhes them. And as it he had bun nv kin 
to Moſes,he helps to leade them backe againe from God to Mygypr. The people im. 
portuned him,perhaps with threats. He that had waded rhrovgh all the menaces of 
C | Pharaoh,doth he now ſhrinke at the rhreats of his owne ? Moſes is not afraid of the 
terrors of God : His faith that caried him rhorow the water, led him up to the fire 
of Gods preſence;whiles his brother Aaron feares the faces of rhoſe men, which he 
lately ſaw pale with the feare of their glorious Law:giver.As ithe that forbad uther 
gods,could not have maintained his owneat,and agent, again't men, Sudden fears 
whenthey have poſſeſſed weak mindes,lead them to ſhametull errors. Importuniry 
or violence may lef{en,but they cannot exauſea fanlr. Wherfore was he a Governor, 
but todepreſlerheir diſordered motions ? Facility of yeelding to a fin,or wooing it 
with our voluntary ſuit, is a higher ſtaire of evill : but,even ar laſt to bee won to in, 
isdamnable. It is good to reſift any onſet of finne; but one condeſcent loſes all the 
thankes of our oppoſition, VWhat will it availe a man,thar ochers are plagued for ſol. | 
D] liciting him,whiles be ſwarterh for yeelding ? If both bee 10 hell, whar eaſe is it to. 
him that another 15deeper inthe pit ? 
What how did Aaroz > Behold,he that alone was allowed roclimbeup the trem- 
bling and fiery Hill of Sin«/, with Moſes,and heard God ſay,T how ſhalt nor maketothy | 
 ſelfe any eraven Image. for 1 am a Tealows God : (as it hee meant particularly to prevent 
this a&) within one moneth, cals for their earings, makes the graven Image of a 
' Calfe,cerects an Altar,conſecratesa day to it,cals it their god,and weepes not to (ee 
them dance before ir.lt is a miſerable thing, when Governours humour the people 
intheir ſinnes; and in ſtead of making up the breach,enlarge it. Sinne will rake heart 
by the approbation of the meaneſt looker on; but ifauthority once ſecond irzit grows 
| impudent : As contrarily where the publike government oppoſes evill, (though it 
E | bee under-hand pradiſed,nort without fearerhere is life in that State. 
| Aaron mighthave learned better counſell of his brothers example. When they 
came to him with ſtones in their hands,and ſaid,Give ws water, he ranne as round]y to 
God,with prayers in his mouth; ſo ſhould Aaro7 have done, when they ſaid, Give 5 
; | gods : bur he weakely runnes to their carings,thar which ſhould be made their god : 
| not to the True God; which they had and forſooke; Who can promiſe to himſelfe 
| | freedome from grofſe infirmities, when he that went up into the Mount; comes 
downe,and doth that in the valley, which he heard forbidden inthe Hill ? 
\ | fee yer; and wonder at the mercy of that God, which had juſtly called himſelfe 
| | jealous. This very Aron, whoſe infirmity hadyeelded to fo foule an Idolartry,is af: | 
' [terchoſenby God, to bee a Prieſt to himſelfe : hee that had ſer up an Altar to the 
| Calfe, muſt. ſerve at the Altar of God : Hee that had meired and carved Mor 
Bs ans et alfe . 
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od, mult ſacrifice Calves and Rams,and BullockSunto the True God : 
hy ens. ſecrated a day tothe Ido], ishimſelte conſecrated ro him, which was 
diſhonoured by the Idolzthe groſeſt of all ſins cannot prejudice the calling of God ; 
Yea,as the light is beſt ſeene 1n darkneſſe,the mercy of God is moſt magnified in our 
Anctlle. «ies: 6. 

_—_ ; - FAN God puts betweenec perſons and finnes ! while {o many thon- 
and Iſraelites were {laine,that had ſtomackfully deſired the Idol; Caron that in 
veakneſle condeſcended, is both pardoned the faR,and afterwards laden with .ho- 
nour from God. Let no man take heart toſin, from mercy: He that can purpoſeto fin} 
upon the knowledge of Gods mercy,in the remiſſon of infirmities, preſumes, and 
| makes himſelfe a wilfull offender. It is no comfort to the wilfull that there is remilli- 
on to the weake and penitent. | | B ns 

The earings are pluckt off; Agyptian jewels are fic for any Idolatrousnſe.This ve- 
ry gold wascontagious. It had been berter the Iſraelites had never borrowed theſe 
ornaments,the that they ſhould pay them back to the Idolatry of their firk owners, 
What coſt the ſuperſtitious Iſraelites arecontent to bee at for this lewd devotion ! 
The riches and pride of their outward habite,are they willing to part with, to their 
molten god;as glad to have their cares bare that they might fill their eyes. No gold} 
is too deare,for their [do];each man is content tO ſpoile their wives and children,of | 
chat whereof they ſpoyled the AZgyptians. | 

Where are thoſe worldlings,that cannot abide to bee atany coſt for their Religi- 
on; which could be content ro doe God chargeleſle ſervice > Theſe very lſraclites 
that were ready to givegold, not out of their purſes, bur from their very cares to 
miſ{.devotion,ſhall once condemnethem. O Sacriledge ſucceeding to Superſtition ! 
of old they were ready to give gold tothe falſe ſerviceof God; wee , to take away 
gold from the true : How doe wee ſee men prodigall totheir luſis and ambitions, 
and we hate not to be niggardsto;God, 

This gold isnow growne to a Calfe;Let no man think thatforme came forth ca- 
ſually our of the meltedearings : This ſhape was intended by the Iſraclites,andper- | 
fected by Aaros : they brought this god.in their hearts with them cut of Zgypr,& 
now they ſet it up in their eyes. Still doth Agypt hurt them: Servitude was the leaſt 
evill that Iſrae] receivesfrom Agypt; for that ſent them ſtill ro the true God, but 
this Idolatrous cxample led them to a falſe. The very fght of evill is dangerous : and 
it is hard for theheart not to runne into thoſe {innes,to which the eye and care is in- 
ured : Not out of love, but cuſtome, we fall into ſome offences. 

The Ifraclites wrought ſolonpg in the furnaces of the Agyprtian bricke, thar 
they have brought forth a molten Calte. The blacke Calfe with the white ſpots, 
which they ſaw worſhipped in ZFgypt,bath ſtollentheir hearts ; And they, which 
before would bave becne at the Xgyprtian fleth-pots, would now beat their devoti- 
ons, How many have fallen into a faſhion of ſwearing, ſcoffing,drinking,out of the 
uſuall practice of others; as thoſe thar live in anill ayre, are infeced with diſeaſes / 
A man may paſle thorow Xrkiopia unchanged : but he cannot dwell there,and not 

be diſcoloured. | 

Their ſin was bad enough, let not our uncharitableneſſe make it worſe : No man 
may thinke they have ſo pur off humanity ,and ſenſe,wirhrheir Religion,as to thinke 
that Calfe a god;or that this Idoll, which they ſaw yeſterday made, did bring them 
out of Zgypt,threemoneths agoe.This were to make them more beaſts than that 
Calfe;whichchis Image repreſented : Or if they thould have beene ſoinſenſate, can 
we thinke that A4r0x could be thus deſperately mad? The Image and the Holy-day 
were both to one Deity : To morrow & the Holy-day of the Lordyour God. It was the 
| True God they meantto worſhip in the Calfe:and yerat beſt this Idolatry is ſhame. 
full. It isno marvell if thisfoule finne ſeekespretences; yet no excuſe can hide the 

ſhame of ſuch a face, Gods jealouſie is not fiirred only by the rivality ofa falſe god. 
but ofa falſe worſhip : nothing is more dangerous thants mint Gods ſervice in our 
ownebraine. | | = 

God ends down Moſes to remedy this finne. He could as eaſily have prevented, as | 


redrefſed: 
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| (nor without danger of curſes and uproare) which was voluntarily tendred unto 
Moſes) Whence ere our depopularions,and incloſures,but forthar men cannot abide | 


Of the Golden (/alfe. 
redreſled it. He knew ere Moſes came up,what 1ſracl would doe ere he came downe: 
like as he knew the two Tables would be broken,ere he gave them.God moſ wiſcly 
permits,and ordains fin to his owne ends,without ourexcuſe : And though hecould 
caſily by his owne hands remedy evils; yet he will doe it by meanes, both ordinary, 
& ſubordinate, Itisnot for us to look for any immediate redrefſe from God,when 
wehave a Moſes,by whom it may be wrought: Since God himſelfe cxpeRs this from 
man,why ſhould manexpett it from God > | 
Now might Moſes have found a time to have beene even with 7ſ-ael for all their | 
unthankfulnefie,and mutinous inſurreCtions; Ler me alone : T will conſuns them, and' 
make thee a mighty Nation. Moſes ſhould not need to ſollicite God for revenge, God 
ſollicites him,ina ſorr,for leave to\reverge. Who would look for ſuch a word from 


month, God prevents his importunity as fore.ſ{eeing thar holy violence, which the 

requeſts of Moſes would offer tohim, Moſes ſtood rrembling before the Majeſty of 
his Maker;and yet heares him ſay,Zet me alove.The mercy ofour God hath,as it were, 
obliged his power to the faith of men : The fervent prayers of the faithfull,hold the 

hands of the Almighty. AsI finde it ſaid afrerwardsof Chriſt, That hee con{d doe no 

miracles there becanſe of their unbeliefe : So now,I heare God (as if hee could not doe 

cXccution upon 1ſracl,becauſe of Moſes's faith) ſay, Let mee alone that I may conſume 
them, 

We all naturally affe& propriety,and like our owne ſo muchberter;as it is freer 
from parteners. Every one would be glad to ſay,with that proud one,7 am,and there 
& none beſide me: (0 much themore ſweerly would this meſſage have founded to na- 
ture,1will cooſume them,and make of thee a mighty Nation; How many indeavour that 


either fellowes or neighbours? But how graciouſly doth £Moſes ſtrive with God, 
againſt his owne preferment 2 If God had threatned, I wif/ conſumethee , and make of 
them a mighty Nation : 1 doubt whether he could have beene more moved. The more 
a man can leave himſelfe behinde him,and aſpire rea care of community, the more | 
ſpirituall he is. Nothing makesa man fo good a patriot,as Religion, 
Oh the {weet difpolition of Moſes;fir for him that ſhould be tamiliar with God! 
He ſaw they could be content to be merry and happy without him, he would not be 
happy withour them. They had profeſled ro have forgotten him : hee ſlacks not to 
ſue for chem. He that wiliever hope for good himſelte,muſt rerurne good for evill 

unto others. | | 
Yet was it not J/7ael ſo much that Moſes reſpc&cd,as God inſrael.He was thrifty 
and jealous for his Maker;and would cor have him loſe the glory of his mighty dell. 


God ro Man, Let me alone ? As yet Moſes had ſaid nothing, Before hee opens his | 


verances; nor would abide a pretence for any Xgyptian dogge to barke againſt the 
powerfull worke of God; Wherefore ſhall the Egyptians ſay? If Iſrael could have peri. 
ſhed without diſhonour ro God, perhaps his hatred to their 1dolatry would have 6- 


of God, that he would rather have 7ſ-ael ſcape witha finne,than Gods glory ſhould 
be blemiſhed in the opinions of men,by a juſt judgement. He ſaw that the eyes and 


vercame his natural love,& he had /:t God alove.Now ſo tender ishe over the Name | 


hg 


| 


| care ofhis glory, hee could not have had it : and now his goodneſle takes ir ſo kind- 


WP ro care for the ſpeech of the Xgyptians,men,Infidels > And if they had beene good 
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Contemplations. Lis. V. 
yettheir cenſure ſhould have bin unjuſt. Shall Godcare for the tongues of men, the 
holy God, for the tongues of Infidels> The very Iſraclites,now they were from un- 
der the hands of Zgypr,cared not for their words; and (hall the God of Heaven re- 
 gard that which isnor worth the regard of men ? Their tongues could not walke a. 
rainſ God, but from himſelfe;and if it could have beene the worle for himz would 
he have permitred it ? But,O God,how daiotyarr thou ofthine honour; rbat thou 
canſt not endure the worſt of men ſhould haveany colour to taint it | VV hat doe we 
men ſtand vpon our juſtice and innocence,with neglect of all unjuſt cenſures, when 
| that infinite God,whom no cenſures can reach,wilnot abide that the very Xgyptifis 
ould falſely taxe his power and mercy 2 Wiſe men muſt care,not onely todeſerve 
[ well,but to heare well, and to wipe off,not onely crimes, bur cenſures; 

There was never ſo precious a Monument as the Tables written with Gods owne 
'\and; If we ſce but the ſtone which 7acobs head reſted on; or, on which the foot of: 
Chriſt did once tread, we looke uponit with more than ordinary reſpect: With 
| whar eye ſhould wehave beheld this ftone,which was hewed and written wich the 
avger of God! Any manu-ſcript ſcroll written by the hand ofa famous man, is laid 
P amongſt our jewels; hat place then ſhould we have given to the hand-writing 
of che Almighty ! | 

That which he hath dictated to his ſervants the Prophets,challedges iuſt honour 
from us;how doth thatdeſerve veneration,which his own hand wrote immediately! 

Prophefiesand Enangelicall diſcourſes he bath written by others, nevet did hee 
write any thing himſelte but theſe Tables of the Law : neither did heever ſpeak any 
thing audibly to whole mankinde,bur it; The hand,the ſtone,the Law wereal his, By 
how much more precious this Record was,by ſo much was the fault greater, of de. 
facing ir. What King holds it Jeſſe than rebellis,to reare his writing,6& blemiſh his 

Seale > At the firſ} he ingraved his image in the table of mansheart, Adam blurred 
the Image, but (through Gods mercy}favedthe Tablet. Now hee writes his will in 
the Tables of ſtone; Moſes breakes the Tables,and defaced the writing : 1fthey had 
beene given him for bimſelfe,the Author,the matter had deſerved,that as they were 
written in ſtone, for permanency;ſo they ſhould be kept for ever : and as they were 
everlaſting inuſe,ſo they ſhould be in preſervation. Had they beene writrenin clay, 
they couldbut have beene broken : bur now they were given for all Iſrac!, for all 
mankinde.He was bnt the meſſenger,not the owner. Howſoever therefore Iſrael 
had deſerved,by breaking this Covenant with God,to have this Monument of Gods 
| Covenant with them broken by the ſame hand that wrote it : yerhow durſt Moſes 
thus careleſly caſt away the Treaſure of all the world;and by his hands vndoe thar, 
which was with ſuch coſt and care done by his Creator > How duſt he failethe truſt 
ofthat God,whoſe pledge he received with awe,and reverence ? He that expoſtu- 
lated with God, to have l[ſracl live and proſper, why would hee deface the rule of | 
their life,in the keeping wherotf they ſhould proſper?I ſee,that forty daies talk with 
God cinor bereavea ma of paſſionate infirmiry:he that was the meckeſt upon earth, 
ina ſudden indignation abandons that, which in cold blood he would have held fa- 
ſter than his life : He forgets the Law written, when he ſaw it broken, His zeale for 
God hath tranſported him from himſelfe,and his duty to thecharge of God : Hee 
more hates the Golden Calfe,wherein he ſaw ingraventhe Idolatry of Iſracl, than 
hee honoured the Tables of ſtone, wherein God had ingraven his Commandements: 
and more longed to deface the Ido), than he cared to preſerve the Tables. Yer that 
God,which ſo (harpely revenged thebreach ofone Law,upon thel ſraclites,checkes 
not Moſes for breaking both the Tables of the Law. The Law of God is ſpiritual]: 
the internall breach ofone Law, is ſo hainons, that in compariſon of ir, God ſcarce 

counts the breaking of the outward Tables,a breach ofthe Law.The goodnefſe of | 
| God winksat the errours of honeſt zeale,and ſoloves the ſtrength of good affe Ri. 

ons,that it paſſerh over their infirmities: How highly God doth eſteeme a well go» 

verned zeale; when his mercy crownes it with all the faults! | 

The Tableshad not offended : the Calfe bad, and Iſrael init. Moſes takes re- | 
venge on both : Hee burnes and ſtamps the Calfeto powder,and gives it Iſrael to 


a drinke; | 
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A | drinke;that they might have it intheirguts,in ſtead of thei | _ 
- wc the Ido], whercinthey Gnped | that jAS an Mo Hs, oY oe eeth 
og t ro nothing;and Aromes and duſt is neareſt to nothing : fk ; Og t bee 
ng efore Iſrae],it might paſſe chorow them; fo as the next da th in ſtead of go. 
theirgod intheir excrements;to the juſi (hame of Iſrael, when 7 h , Inge 
new god cannot defend himſelfe, from being either nothing or # ſt A 
Who can but wonder ro ſee a multitade of ſo many hundred cou d 
wo came running downe the Hill) to turne their eyes from their we" : bony 
rm f a ſtead of worſhippingtheir [do],to barter ir in lors in th pool 
ghr of the novelty 2 In ſtead of building Altars,and kindling fires t * 16 kht. 
an hotrer fire thanthar, wherewith it was melred, ro coſume Bla 4! wa kindle 
before 1r,t9 abhorreand defaceitzin ſtead of ſinging,to weepe before of dancin 
—_ a more ſtiffe-necked people: yet I doenot heare any one nia of ch May = 
is but one man; We are many; how eaſily may weedeſtroy him, rather th mays c 
god > If his brother durſk not reſt our motion in making it : Wh b an heeour 
him to darereſiſt the keeping of it? Itis oor aft,and we will nes will wee ſuffer 
none of this:but an humble obeyſance to the baſeſt and bloodieſt ND *o ways was 
ſhall impoſe. God hath ſent ſuch an impreſſion of Majeſty inthe face oy at Moſes 
thority,that wickedneſle isconfounded in it ſelfe ro behold it. If fro % awiull au. 
powers werenot more feared than the inviſible God,the world Rerhre 1 nce viſible 
with out-rage.Sinne hath aguiltinefle in it ſelfe,that when it is ſeaſonabl E OVer-run 
puls in his head.,and ſeekes ratheran hiding place than a fort OT ERR 
The 1dol is not capable ofa further revenge : It is nor enough unleſſe th 
ters ſmart : The gold was good,ifthe Iſraclites had not beene evill fo © the 1cols. 
cannot be cxpiated without blood.Behold, that meeke ſpirit whichin <p panes 
God, would rather perich himſelfe, than Iſrael ſhould periſh armes ry gone with 
gainſttheir brerhren,and rejoyces to ſce thouſands of the Iſraeli b "Hp rec 
ſes their executioners. | tes bleed, and ble: 
It was the mercy of Moſes that made him cruel! : ; 
had not found him hen They are A cli dalhit "on 
bruedin blood: There 15 no leflecharity, rhan iuſtice, in puniſhin Bens h 
death; God delights no lefſe in a killing mercy,than inapirifull iu Fro _— with 
hearts would be ready to cenſurs the rigour of Moſes. Might not Iſra , _ tender 
ted and lived? Or ifchey muſtdie,muſt their brerhrens hand be u ning Ab 27 
their throats muſt be cut by their brethren, ſhall it be done in the = h abt fs 
{inne > But they muſt learne a difference botwixe piry, and Tote. cuontudramd 
juſtice. Moſes had an heart as ſoft as theirs, but more hot ; as itiful! j' OFT ANG oh- 
was a good Phyſitian,and ſaw that Iſracl could not live alefſe hee bl - oa ” 
fore lets out this corrupt blood, to ſave the whole body. There c ed : hee there. 
ter ſacrificeto God than the blood of Maleta&ors : and this 6 ” -a bet- 
fice ſopleaſed God in the hands of the Levites that he w 4 J b acri- 
none but them ſacrifice to him for eyer. The bloo q be , ave 
[dolatrous Iſraelites cleared that Tribe from _ 
the blood of the innocent 
Sichemires, 
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THE SIXTH 
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my T jc 2 wonder, that neither Moſes nor any Iſraclite gathe- 
| red up the ſhivers of the former Tables : Every [heard | 
of that lone, and every letter of that writing bad been | 
a Relike worth laying up: but he well ſaw how head- | 
long the people were to Superftition;and how unſafe 
- 1t were to feed that diſpoſition in them. , 
The ſame zeale that, burnt the Calfe ro aſhes,concea- 
led the ruines of this Monument. Holy things,befides 
- their'uſe,challenge no further reſpe&.The breaking of | 
NT CRIEINEE W407 - the Tables did as good as blot out all the Writings; | 
the writings defaced, left no vertue in the one, no reverenceto ir; | | 
- Tt God had notbeene friends with Iſrael,he had not renewed his Law. Asthe If- 
raclites were wilfully blinde, if they did rot ſee Gods anger in the Tables broken;. 
| ſo.could they not but holdir a good f(igne of grace, that God gave them his | 
Teſtimonies, | i 
| There was nothing whetein Iſrael out-ſtripped all the reſt of the world more,than | 
1n this priviledge; the pledge of his Covenant, the Law written with Gods owne:| 
hand, Oh what a favour then is ir,where God beſtowes his Goſpell upon any Nati- | 
on > That was buta killing letter : this is the power of God to ſalvation. LN 
:. Never is God throughly difpleaſed wichany people,where that continues. For, 
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like. as thoſe which purpoſed love,when they fall off,cal for their tokens back againe, 
| co God begins once petfeAly ro millike, the fick thing hee withdrawes;1s his | 
 GADEN: oo huts 0 : | | ric — Waracyl 
 i/-Ifrael reepyers this favor, but withan abatement; Hew thee two Tables.God made.| 
| the fickk Tables; The matter, the forme was his, now Moſes muſt hew the next : As.| 
God created the firſt man after his owhe Image; but;that once defaced, Adam begat-| 
Cain after his@wne;Or,as the firſt Temple razed, a ſecond was built;yer ſo far ſhore | 
that the Iſraelites wepr at the ſight of ir. The firſt works of God are till Ep et; | 
thoſe that heſecondarily workes by us decline in their perfeion.. It was reaſon that | 
though God hadforgorten Ifrael,they ſhould ill find they had finged. They might | 
ſee the footſeps of diſpleaſure in the differences of the Agent, + -: ,|þ 
' When God had fold Moſes before, will not goe before Iſrael; bat-my. Angell fhal | 
ted them; Moſes © noted the difference,thar he reſted not till God himſelfe uader- | 
tqakitheircanduA: So might the Iſraclites have oted ſorne reminders of offence, | 
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| on in that wherein we have offended. 


Contemplations, 


lay.mouldred in ſhivers upon Sinat; 


-2v6 of our created innocence 1s quite defaced;ſothe {ſecond Temple had the glo. 
viſt exhibition,chongh meanerin;frame. The Herciful reſpects ood 


hath choſen the weake and {imple,to conformd the wiſe and mighty. 

Yer God did this worke by Moſes; Moſes hewed,and God wrote : Our true Moſes 
repaires that Law of God which weinour nature had broken; Hee revives it foyus, 
entire.We can give nothing bur the Table:it is God that muſt write in 1t.Our hearts 
are but 4bare hoerd, till God by his finger engrave his Law in themy yea, Lord, wee 
area rough Quafry; hew thou us our,and ſquare ns fit for.thee ro wfite upon, 

Well may we marvell, to ſee Moſes, after thisoverſight, admitted to this charge 
againe : Who of us would nor have faid, Your care indeed deſerves truſt; youdid fo 
carefully keepe the firit Tables, that it would doe well to truſt you with ſach ano- 
ther burden, Hs y 
It was good for Moſes, that hee had todoe with God, not with men: The God 
of mercy will not impure the ſlips of our infirmity to,the prejudice of our faithful- 
neſlſe. Mee that after the miſ-anfiver ofthe on2 Talent,wonld not truſt the evill ſer-| 
vant with a ſecond,becaule he ſaw a wilfull neglect; will truſt Moſes with his ſecond 
Law, becauſe he ſaw fidelity in rhe worſt error of hiszealfg;Our charity muſt learne | 
as toforgive,ſo to beleeve where we have becne deceived}: Not that we ſhould wil- 


{fare as they that have once diſappointed us. Yea, Moſes brike the firſts; therefore, he | 


muſt hew the ſecond: If God had broken them, he wonldhave repaired them'Th : 
amends muſt be where the fau't was.Both:God and his Chatetlookefor a ſarisfaCti« 


* 4 


- 
P 


© It wasnotlong ſince Moſes his former faſt of forty dayes : wherrhe then came 
downe from the hill, his firſt queſtion was not for meat : and now goinFþ agalife'to 


up confidently ina ſecure traſtof Gods proviſion. There's no lifero that of faith: 


all mall rous;lince this very fraile mortality of Moſes was ſuſtained, and cotnforted 
 bat'with repreſentations of his preſence} +++ EEE NTTUrR 
| "I ſee Moſer the receiver of the Law,Blia the Reſtorer of the Law;Chriſt the Fil: 
filler of the old Law;and Author of the new; all faſting forty-dayes:4hdtheſe three 
(great faſters' T'finde rogether glorious in/Mount Tabor: Abltinentemerits wt? For 
Reſtgion'confiſts not inthe belly,cither fall or empty: Whar are rheatbor driikeptoy 
the Kingdomne'of God, whithis like himſelfe,ſpiricuatPBur ir prepazes teſt for good 
duries.Full bellies arc fitter forreſt : not the body, ſo much as the ſoule,is mort ire 
with emptinefſsHente,folemne prayer takes ever faſting roatteneirvant ſo mulch 
(the rather'ſpeeds'in/ Heaven\whehiris fo accompanied; Iviszood Drodier tht? 
dyghatthe'ſonte:rhdy beftirrd,” 26m nn of 90)6 6m [tt offs baton ov 
| "Whelf 2#9/e7 cane dowiie before, his eyes fparkladwittranretaehinfiice whs 


re therewererhe fates of fiiry: vi now thebeatnesofMa {erhad ben 
fore Pokenwith God;Why didnt his face Thine before? Tearhovibpahic cauſe up! 
on Be inward trouble of hifpaſſions, forth brightrieſſ® was. exriertat}.) 11Whitheo 
{MY we iinpy ©i8bhicto hi metre infirencde wich God3\ot. 1193 bad LoD god 


| " The more Athillhayacquatithnce wehave with Gol hÞ moredat ve partaks 


ti. 


hita/He that pally thefes incy hayeſonte eames of dearegba 


” 
__y a» 


aa... _—_ 


a. t 
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not tyed toglorious out-ſides;or rhe inward worchineſſe of things orperſons : Hee | 


and it is accepted of God,no lefle rhan if the firſt-Characters of his law had been ſtill. 


fully beguile our ſelves in an unjuſt creduliry,butthat we ſhould ſearch diligently ink | 
to the diſpoſition of perſons,and grounds of their Fs none may be © | 


Sinai, he takes not any Tepaſt with him: © That God:whichfent the Quailes to rhe 
Hoſt of Iſtael.and Manna from Heaven.conld havefed him With dainties : He goes | 


| Manlives not by bread oncly : The Viſion of God did not onely fariate bur” feaſt him: | 
; Whar a bleſſed ſatietie ſhall there be,when we ſhall ſee him as he is;andhe ſhall: bee | 


invetchangedblypalc;andred open vari nowir is briphowidogplony? 


Lis.VI- | 


A 


hiles in ft Jofrhar which his owne handdid formerly make,he faith now, Hew | 
on es St theſe ſecond Tables are keprtreverently-in che Arke,when the other 
like as the repaired Image of Godin our Re- | 
generarion is preſeryed,perfired,and laidup at laſt,ſafein Heaven; whereas the firſt 


4 


{ 


| 


| 


| 


I 


ſatidsbg7] 


A 


TT ITmR—GF Rr m__— _ 


L i-». VI. Of the Uaileof M 0s ES, : 


A 


* _— - 


——_— 


D] 


hs 


—_—_— 


—— ERS 


blubred with teares;how can we but ſhine with Hoſts, when we thallſeerthee more 


and knew not of it: he ſaw Gods face glorious, he did nor think othershad ſo ſeene 
his. How many have excellent graces,and perceive them not! Our owne ſenſeis an 
| illiudge of Gods favors to us; Thoſe that ſtand by,can'convince us in that which we 


bove,we ſhall ſhine and know it. Ar this inſtant Moſes ſees himſelfe ſhine : then hee 
| needed nor. God meant not that he ſhould more eſteem himſelfe,butrhart he (kduld 


 neſſ6;and therefore requires our knowledge. " 


if: Before; they had defjret#rhar God would not ſpeake ro them any morebut by 
Moſes ;andnow that Goddothbut looke upon them in XMoſes,theyate afraid; and 


' Hoſes, Thisfhould have drawne Iſrac]to Moſes ſo much the more;to have ſecn this 
 impreſon'of Divinity inhis face. gr tale | 


tow his milde face could affray them,calsthem to ſlay and retyre. 


TI” ICC 


— EE METS 


411 from [ nov 
towarts you; tht Toc here the pledges of his reconciliation.” God ſends me royou 


it, hath his colour changed. It is not pofſible a man ſhould have any 
with God;and be no whit affeted.. Weeare ſtrangers from God,it'is no wonder if 
our faces be'earthly; bur he rhat ſets himſelfe apart ro God, fhall finde a kinde off 
Majeſty andawfull reſpe& pur upon himygin'the mindes of others, 1 
_ How did the heart of Moſes ſhine withillumination,whenhis face was thus light- 
(ome! Andifthe fleſh of Moſes in this baſe compoſirion,ſo ſhined by converting 
with God forty dayes in Sinai, what ſhall or glory be,when clothed with incorrup-| 
tible bodies, we ſhall converſe with him in the higheſt Heavens? pre oloonyhg 
Now his face onely ſhone : afterwardsthe three Diſciples ſaw alÞhis bodyſhi- | 
ning. The nature of a glorified body, the clearer Viſion, the immediatepreſence of 
that fountaine of glory,challenge a farre greater reſplendence to our faces;than his. 
OGod,wee are content that our faces beeblemiſhed a while with coritewpr, 'and 


'-The brightneſſe of Moſes's face reflefted not upon his own eyes;He hone bright, 


\ 


| 
depy'o our ſelves, Herebelow ir is enough\if we can ſhine in theeyes of others; a- | 
| 


be more honoured ofthe Iſraelites : That other glory ſhall bee for our owne happi- 


© They that did but ſtand {tilt to ſee anger in his face; ranne away to ſee olory in 


yer there was not more difference betwixt the voyces, than the faces of God and 


That which ſhould have comforted,affrights them - Yea, Aaron himfelf, that before} 
wet up inro'the Mount to ſee and ſpeak with God,now is afraid toſee him that had 
ſerene God ; Suchafeare there is in guiltineſſe, ſuch confidence in innocency. When 
the foule is oice cleared from ſin;ir ſhall run ro that glory with ioy,rheleaſt glimpſe 
whereof now appales it,and ſends it away in terrour, How could the Iſraelitesnow 
chuſe but thinke,; How ſhall weeabide tolooke God inthe face, fince our eyes are 
dazeled with the face of Moſes ! And well may we ſtill argue, lfthe Image of God, 
which ke hath ſet in the fleſhly forehead of authorirty,dant us; how ſhall wee ſtand 
before the dreadfull Tribunall of Heaven > H | 

oſes maryels to- ſee Iſrael-rtin away from their Guide,as from their Enemy;and 
fookes backe'to ſee if heecoulddiſcerne any new cauſe of feare; and not concelving 


” 


- 


ths to purſue you;no fires and thunders to diſmay you.I have-not thatrRod of God 
tit ty hand, whichyou have ſeene to command the Elements: OritI had; fo farre, 
arpofns any rigonur againſt you, that I now lately have appeaſed God 


long conference 


-*-Olttny people, whom doe ye flee? I is for your ſakes that I aſcended,fiaid, carne | 
ne: Betiold; here arenoarmed Levites to ſirike yon,no Amalekires,no Agyp- 
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Contemplations. L1s. V 1; 

[43 ir{o conſpictiouſly,if he had meant it ſhould be hid : Hideye your faces rather, | 
por gh blemiſhed Suh your ſinne; and lookenot that I ſhould wrong God and 
'my ſelfe,to ſeeme lefſe happy in favour of your weakneſſe, Bur without all felfe te. | 
ſpecs,he modeſily hides his glorified facezand cares not their eyes ſhould pierce ſo 
farre,as to hisſkinne,on condition, that his words may pterce Into their cares, Ir is 
good for a man ſometimes to hide his graces; Some Talents are beſ} tmproved by 
being laid up : Moſes had more glory by his Vaile,than by his face. Chriſtian mode- 
Ry reachesa wiſe man, not to expole himſelfe to the faireſt ſhew, and to liveatthe 
utmoſt pitchofhis ſtrength. ; | ON 

There is many arich ſtone ]aid up in the bowels ofthe Eatth; many a faire Pearle 
laid up inthe boſome of the Sea,that never was ſcene, Nor never (hall bee. There is 
many a goodly Starre;which becauſe of height comes not within our account, How 
did our true MHoſes;with the Vaile of his fle(h,hide the glory of his Deity; and put 
on vileneſle, beſides the laying aſide of Majeliy : and ſhutup his great & Divine Mi. 
racles,with,See you tell 10 man! How farre are thoſe ſpirits from this,which care only 
to be ſeene:and wiſh onely to dazle others eyes with admiration,not caring for un. | 
knowne Riches? But thoſe yet more,which deſire to ſeeme above themſelves, whe. 
ther in parts or graces, whoſe Vaile is fairerthan theirſkinne. Modeſt faces ſhall 
ſhine through their Vailes,when the vain-glorious ſhal bewray their ſhamethrough | 
cheir covering, 
| That God which gave his Law in ſmoke,delivered it againe through the Vale of 
Moſes. I{raelcould not looke tothe end of that,which ſhould be aboliſhed, for the 
ſame cauſc had God a Vaile upon his face, which hid his preſence in the Holy of 
Holies. Now as the Vaileof God did rend,when he ſaid,1t i finiſhed; ſo the Vaile of | 
Moſes then pulled off, wee clearly ſee Chriſt he end ofthe Law, Our Joſhua thar ſucs | 
| ceeded Mofes,ſpeakes to us bare-faced : whata ſhame is it there ſhould bee a Vaile | 
upon our hearts, when there is none on his face ? 

When Moſes went to ſpeake with God, he pulled oft his Yaile : It was good rea. | 
ſon he ſhould preſent to God that face which he had made, There had beene more | 
need of his Vaile,to hide the glorious face of God from him, than to hide his from | 
Gad - bur his faith and thanktulneſleſerve for both theſe uſes. Hypocrites are con. 
trary to Moſes ; he ſhewed his work to men, his beft to Gog;they ſhew their beſt to 
men, their worſt to God : but God ſees both their Vayle and their face: and I 
know not whether he hates their vayle of diflimulation,or their face of wickedneſle, 
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Of NaDas and ABlny, 2 

Hat God which (hewed himfelfe to men in fire when hee delivered his 

g Law, would have men preſent their Sacrifices co him in fire : and this 

fire he would have his owne, that there might bee ajuſt circulationin 

this creature, as the water ſends up thoſe vapours, which. it receives, | 
 downeapaine in raine. Hereuponit was, that fire came downe from. 

God unto the Altar : That as the charge of the Sacrifice was delivered in fire and |. 
{moke,fo God might ſignifie the acceptation ofit in the like faſhion wherein ic was | 
commanded, The Baalices might lay ready their Bullock upon the wood,and water | 


in their Trench : but they might ſooner fetch the blood our of their hodies. and de- 
| ſiroy themſelves, than one flaſh out of Heaven to conſume the Sacrifice, nah 
That Devill which can fetch downe fire from Heaven, either maliciouſly , or to | 
no purpoſez{alchough he abound with fire;& did as fervently defire this firein emu- 
lation to God,as ever he deſired mitigation of his 9wn) yet now he could no more 
kindleafire for the Idolatrous Sacrifice,than quench the flames ofhisown torment. 
Herein God approves himſelfe only worthy tobe ſacrificed unto,that he creates rhe 
fire of his owne ſervice; whereas the impotent Idols of the Heathen mult fetch fire | 
| from their neighbors Kitchen;and themſelves are fit matter for their borrowed fire. || 
The Iſraclites(rhat were led too much with ſenſe)if they had ſeene the Bullocke 


conſumed 


$9 


| 


| Fire, Prieſt and Sacrifice. And now behold, the ſame fire which conſumed the Sa. 


— 


cd 
whar relation the Sacrifice had to God; had never perceived that God ouke parks 


| of the Sacrifice, bur now they fee the fire comming out fromrhe preſence of God, | 
| they are convinced both of the power and accepration of the Almighty; They are at 
 Onceamazed, & ſatisfied to ſee the ſame God anlwer by fhre,which beforchad po- 
ken by fire: God doth not lefſe approve our Evangelicall Sacrifices,than theirs un- 
| der the Law; butas our Sacrifices are ſpirituall;fo are the {ignes of his accepration ; 
Faith is our gunide,as Senſe was theifs.Yeaeven till doth God reftifie his approba- 
cionby ſenſible evidences ; when by a lively faith and fervent zeale our hearts are | 
| conſecrated to God,then doth this heavenly fire come downe upon our Sacrifices, | 
then arethey holy,liviong;acceptable, | 
| This flame, that God kindled,was not as ſome momentany bonfire,for a ſudden | 
and ſhorttriumph,nor as a domeſticall fire,ro goe out with the day;bur is given for | 
a perpetulty;and neither muſt dye,nor be quenched.God,as he is himſelfe eternal, ſo 
| he loues permanency and conſtancy of grace in us : If wee bee but a flaſh and away, 
| God regards usnor;all promiſes are toperſeverance. Sure, it is but an elementary 
hire,thar goes our;that which is celeſtial], continues :it was but ſome preſumptuous 
heat in us that decayesupon every occaſion. 
But he that miraculouſly ſent downe this fire at firſt, will not renew the miracle e. 
very day,by a like ſupply; It began immediately from God, it muſt be nouriſhed by 
means, Fuell muſt maintaine that fire which came from Heaven, God will not work 
miracles every day : if he hane kindled his Spirit in us, we may not expect hee ſhall 
every day begin againe;we have the fuell of the Word and Sacraments,Prayers,and 
| Meditations,which muſt keep it 1n for ever.[t is from God that theſe helpscan nou. 
rth his graces in us;like as every flame of our matetiall fire hath a concourſe of pro- 
vidence,but we may not expect new infufions: rather know, that God cxpeQs of us 
an improvement ofthoſe habituall graces we bave received, 


ven,the two ſonnes of Aaroz,in a careleſſe preſumption, will be ſerving him with a | 
common flame; As if he might not have lcave to chooſe the formes of hisown wor- | 
ſhip. Ifthis had beenedone ſome agesafter, when the memory of the originall of 
this heavenly fire had been worne our, it might have beene excuſed with ignorance : 
but now,when God had newly ſent his fire from above,newly commanded the coti- 


ro Gods Altar,could favour ofno leſſe than preſumprion and Sacriledge : when we 


of our Will-worſhip, ſuperſtitious Devotions into Gods Service; wee bring com- 
mon fire to his Altar;theſe flames werenever of hs kindling, Hee hates both Altar, 


| crifices before,conſumes the Sacrificers, It was the ſigne of his acceptation, inton- 
ſuming the beaſt;but whiles ir deſtroyed .nen,rhe fearfull ſigne of his diſpleaſure. By 
| the ſame meanes can God bewray both love and hatred. Wee would have pleaded 
for Nadab and Abihus They arc but young men,the ſonnes of Aaron,not yet warme 
intheir FunRion;ler both age, and blood ,and inexperience excuſe them as yet, No 
| pretences,no priviledgescan bear offa (in with God : Men think either to patronize; 

or mitigate evils, by their fained reaſons. That no man may hope rhe plea eyther of 


While the people with feare and joy ſee God lighting his owne fire, fire from hea- |. 


nuance of it;either toler ir goe out,or whiles it ſtil flamedgto fetch prophane coales | 


bring zeale without knowledge, miſconceits of faith, carnall affeions;the devices | 


birth, orof yauth, or of the firſt commiſſion of evill,may challenge pardon; I ſee 
here young men, ſonnes of the Ruler of Iſrael, for the firſt offence ſtrooke dead, 

{ Yea,this made God the more to ftomack,and rhe rathet to revenge this impiety; 
| becauſe the ſons of Aaron did it.God had both pardoned and graced their father,hee 


| now,s their father ſerupa falſe god,ſo they bring falſe fireunto the True God, . 


had honoured them; ofthe tliouſands of Iſrael,culling them out forhis Altar : and} 


} - Iftheſonnes of Infidelslive godleſſely,they doe their kinde; their puniſhment | 
| ſhall be,(chough juſt)yer leſle ; bur if the Childreo ofreligious Parents, after all | 
Chriſtian nurtare;ſhall ſhame rhejr Education; God takes it more hainouſly,and re: | 


| verges it more ſharply. The morebonds ofduty,the more plagues of negleG, 
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cline from his owne inftitutions;wee have todoe with a pewer which 15 wiſe to pre- 


| did. [t was their honour & thine,that they were choſen to miniſter before the Lord: 

He that called them,juſtly required their SanRification and obedience. lt they have 

| profaned God, and themſelves; can thy naturall affetion fo miſcary thee, that thou b- 
 couldeſt wiſh their impunity with the blemiſh of thy Maker > Our ſonnes are nor | D 
ours, ifthey diſobey our Father : to pittie their miſery, is to partake oftheir ſinnes; | 
[f thou grudge at their judgement, rakeheed leſt rhe ſame fire of God come forth | 


| vee maynot anſwer againe ; when Gods hand ison onr backe, ourhand muſt be 


- 
"7 | — 


Contemplations. 


"from the Agents.wee looke to the at it ſelfe;(ct alide the originall deſcent, 8: 
When 1.60 chere betwixt theſe fires? Both lookt alike,heated alike, alcen- 
Jed alike,conſumed alike:both were {ed with the ſame material! wood , both vani- 
hed into ſmoke; There was no difference,but the Commandement of God. 

If God had injoyned ordinarie fire,they had ſinned to looke for celeſtial: now he 
confmanded onely the fire which he ſent; they ſinned in ſending vp Incenſe, in that 
fire, which he commanded nor. It is a dangerous thing inthe ferviceot God to de. 


- —_—— 


(cribe his owne worſhip , juſt torequire what he hath preſcribed , powerfull tore- 

venge that which he hath not required. SH ; 
If God had irooke them with ſome Leproſie intheir forehead , as he did their 

Aunt Miriam, ſoon after ; or with ſome palfie , or lingring conſurprion,thepuniſh- 


aw fire the fitteit revenge, for a finne of fire ; his owne fire fitteli ro puniſh ſtrange 
fire; A ſudden judgement, fit for a preſent andexemplarie finne ; Heſaw, that if he 
had winkt at this,his ſervice had been expoſed toprophanation: 

It is wifedome in governours to take finneat the firſt bound;andſoto revenge it, 
chat their puniſhments may bee preventions.Speed of death 1s not alwayesa judge- 
ment:ſuddennefle as ir is ever juſtly ſuſpicablezſo then certainely argues anger, whe 
itfinds us in ana of (inne. Leaſure of repentance is an argument of favour; when 
God gives a man Law,it implyes that he would nor have judgement furprize him. 
| Doubtleſſe, 4aron lookt ſomewhat havily on this ſad ſpectacle ; It could not bur 

appale him, to ſee his two ſonnes dead beforehim,dead in diſpleaſure,dead fudden- 
ly, dead by the immediate hand of God. And now hee could repent him of his 
new hononr , to ſee it ſucceed (o ill with the ſonnes of his loynes : neither could 
he chuſe but ſee himſelfe ſtriker in them. But his Brother Mofes char had learned not 


turned his eyes from the dead carkafles of his Sonnes , to his reſpe& of the livir 
God; My Brother,this event isfearfull, bat juſt; Theſe were thy ſons,but they ſinned: | 
it was not for God, it is not forthee, to looke ſo much who they were;as what the 


upon this ſtrange fire of nature, Shew now whether thou more loveſt God , or thy 
ſonnes; Shew whether thou be a better Father,or a Sonne, 


and a clamorous hearr. There is no voyce louder inthe cares of God , then a ſpeech. | 
lefſe repining of the ſoule. Heat is more intended with keeping in;but4arozs filence } 
was no lefſe inward : He knew how little hee ſhould getby brawling with God. If þ 
| ne breathed out diſcontentment , he ſaw God could ſpeake fireto himagaine ; And | 
cherefore he quietly ſubmitsro the will of God , And held hispeace,, becauſe the | 
Lord had done is. Thereis no greater proofe of grace,then to ſmart patiently ; and | 
| 1umbly & contentedly to reſt rhe heart in the juſtice, wiſedome of Gods Procee | 
ding:and to bee fo farre from chiding, that we diſputenot.Nature is froward - and | 
hongh hee well knowes we meddle not with our match, when we firive with our | 
| Maker , yer ſhe pricksus forwardto this idle quarrell ; and bids us with obs wife ;þ 


| Curſe and dye. If God citherchide or ſmite(as ſervants are charged to their Maſters) | 


on our month: elſe, as mothers doe their children, God ſhall whip us ſo mnch the 
more for crying, "Ts 


i641: 


_—_— "_ — — 


ment kad beene grievous:but he,whofe judgements arc ever juſt, ſometimes ſecret, | 


to know either Nephewes,or Brother , when they flood in his way to God, wiſely | 


Aaron,weighing theſe rhings,holds his peace,not out.of an amazement, or ſullen-| 
neſſe,but out of patient and humble ſubmifion;and ſeeing Gods pleaſure, and their | 
| deſert,is content to forget that hee had ſunnes. He might have had a ſilent tongue, 


-'þ 


El 


' Irtishard fora ſander by,inthis caſe, to diſtinguiſh betwixt hendhaarnedanth ,& | 
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A |ptery. There Aaron ſees his ſonnes Iye;he may neitherpur his hand to them,ro bury 
them,norſhed a teare for their death. Never parent can have juſter cauſe of mour- 
ning,then toſce his ſonnes dead in their ſinnezifprepared, andpenitenr, yet who can 
but ſorrow for their end? but to part with children to the danger ofa ſecond death 
1s worthy of more than teares, Yet Aaron muſt learne ſo farre to deny nature, that he 
muſt more magnifiethe juſtice of God, that lament the iudgement; Thoſe whom 
God hath called to his immediare ſervice, muſt know, that hee will not allow them 
the common paſſons and cares of others. Nothing is ntore naturall than ſorrow for 
ehe death of our owne : if ever griefe be ſeaſonable,it becomes a funerall. And if Na- 
aab and 4bihu had dyed in their beds, this favor had bin allowed them, the ſorrow of 
their Father and brethren: for when God forbids ſolemne mourning to his Prieſts, 
over the dead, he excepts the caſes of this nearneſſe of blood. Now all Iſrael may 
mourne for theſe two, onely the father and brethren may not: God is iealons 
leſttheir ſorrow ſhould ſceme to countenance the ſin, which he had puniſhed :' even | 
the fearfulleſt ats of God muſt be applauded by the heavieſt hearts of the fairhfull; 
'That which the Father and Brother may not doe, the Couſins are commanded : 
dead carcaſſes are not forthe preſence of God: his juſtice was ſhowne ſufficiently in 
killingthem : They are now fit for the grave, nor the SanQuary : 'ncither are they 
carryed out naked, but in their coates. Ir wasan unuſuall f ot for Iſraclto ſeea lin- 
nen Ephod uponthe Beere; The iudgement was ſo much the more remarkable, be- 
cauſe they had the badge of their calling upon their backs. 

Nothing is either morepleafing unto God, or more commodious to men, then 
that when be hath executed iudgment,it ſhould be ſcene and wondred at; for there- 
fore he ſtrikes ſome that he may warne all, 
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Of Aaxon andMiRrlan. 


FE, He Iſraclitesare ſtayed ſeven dayes in the ſtation of Hazzeroth, for the 
WO i puniſhment of Miriam. The fins of the Governovurs area iuſt ſtop to the 
4, ” people;all ofthem ſmart in one; all muſt ſtay the leaſure of Miriaws re- 
LA covery. Whoſaever feekes the land of Promiſe, ſhall finde many lets : 
—__ Amalek,0g,Sehon, and the Kings of Canaan meet with Iſrael: theſe reſi- | 
ſted,but hindered not their pafſage,thcir ſinnes onely ſtay them from removing, Af. 
flictions are not croſſes tous, in the way to heaven,in compariſon roour ſinnes, 
. What isthisI ſee? is not this Aaron that was brother in narure,& by office ioyht- 
Commiſſioner with Moſes ? Is not this Aaren,that made his Brother an interceſſor 
for him;to God,in the caſe of his 1dolatry? Is not this Aaron,thar climbed up che Hil 
of Sinai, wirh Moſes z Is notthis Aarov,whom the mouth and hand of Moſes oonſe- 
crated an high Prieſt unto God ?Is not this Miriam,the elder Siſter of Moſes ? Is not 
(chi Miriam,thart led the Triumph of the Women,and ſung glorioully to the Lord ? 
$not this Miriam, which layd her Brother Moſes in the Reeds,and ferchr her Mo- | 
ther to bee his Nurſe? Both, Prophets of God; both the fleſh and blood of Hoſes : 
And doth this Aaron repine at the honour of him, which gave himſelfe that honour, 
and ſaved his life ? Doththis Miriam repine at the proſperity of him whoſe life ſhee 
ſaved? Who would not have thought this ſhould have beene' their glory, to have 
ſeene the glory oftheir owhebrather z what could have beene a greater comfort to 
Miriam;than to thinke; How happily doth he now fit atthe Sterne of Iſrael, whom 
I faved from periſhitig in a Boate of Bul-ruſhes! It is ro mee, that [rac] owes this | 
Commander; But now envy hath ſo blinded rheir eyes,that they can neither ſee this 
priviledge of nature,nor the honoric of Godschoyce. Miriamand Aron are 1n mu. 
tiny againft Moſes, Who is ſo holy that finnes not ? Whar ſinne is ſo unnaturall thar 
thebeſtcan avoid without God: But what weaknefſe ſocver may plead for Miriam, | 
who can bur grieve ro ſee Aardnar the end of ſo many ſinnes? Oflate I law him car-} 
ving the molten Image;8& conſecrating an Altar to a falſe god : now I ſee him ſecd- | 
ding antinkinde mutiny againſt his brother : Both ſinnes find him acceſſary; oe We 
I een A acne DTT IISS Sean ... PLINCIPA £7 AY Befnckt: 


- ah « —_— - ” — ; p ” " SIR - w _ : ——_ = " " OI OY : + LE 
— : . : bs «< - 0 ” 
y w- - ” = me nam on i oo 4 a" woes + at” te, w __ hs ——_ i - ms —— _ " > Fe = 
yy 6a, ooo . I + ve — 4 map og or Gr #49 Ly ona ton, LY Fog + EE CE Inn" I o : —_ PR —_ #4 ore <p <o - RARE a. Ta ” =, - —_—_ - x X bs oy 
r ” f —_ # - > » 4 4 » . ).4 , » 4 y . 
NIC. 20 a £0 nes ne er ir - Wi een” - ERIE ny" 4 Bras Faces & 4h Wks tres tt WII —— nw Ante; Tat 00m noe ©» 3, 9 ire Saer ero ttges Fane; 
* \ > hs _—_ . By _ > wares "—" m3. _ % Py a ents ns oP; : Nats p KF _ 6 e 4 h . w : NR T4 Puig” wa _ . < wt . oy J'S? 

_ - * 12 Cao y ” e 71 3 ee” > " , " Eg . —_ Ju * . - q i W © OE many 4 — ts. 

oye _ - FI Ss ES Reno > : -— **; 2 12 5 « A - w . *.+- © Sp 

5 = wie. yer ener - 5% 5p — - g ——_ x 


EO" 
Ay 


— - 
4 
Es 


. 
— _ — 2 — 
. MS Eo wv Le _- —— —_ 


c—=—r_—= = 
Ga - - 
Mn ney nog Sorrento; 


- XR eo. 3.2 94 
EARL ©, OE 
EE Oy 6. k 
pt ep 0 WA 
+ LISA : 
I AY IS 
— » _ .. a 
ws = 


Ent FI 4. p i 
a" Oh a _ 
lt te 1 yet 

, : 

. 4 - : 

er > boca ©, 


OP nes 
mie > IO IF 


| 


W— 


Ge OI OTE F y : | GY 
"I ee on edi 
—__ 


YH: 


Contemplations. LE1B:V 


oil. It was NOT in the POWErT of the icgall Prieſthood to pertorme, or Promiſe | A 
_— - her Miniſters: It wasneceſſary wee ſhould have another high Priefi 
which could not betainted. That King of righteouſneſſe was of another crder; He 
being without fone, hath fully ſarisfied for the ſinnes of men; VVhom can it now of. 
fend,to ſce the blemiſhes ofthe Euangelicali Prieſthood, when Gods firſt high 
ef} is thus miſcarried. & * ML Erhagt 
looke for love and proſperity at once,when holy and meeke Moſes finds 
enmity inhis owne fleſh and blood ? Rather than we ſhall want, A mans enemies ſhall 
be thoſe of his owne houſe. Avthority cannot taile of oppoſition, if it be never ſo mild. 
ly ſwayed : that common make-bate will rather raiſe it out of our owne boſome, To 
doe well,and heare il], is Princely. BR 
' The Midianitiſh wife of Moſes colt him deare.Betore,ſhe hazzarded his life;now, 
the favour of his people : Vnequall matches are ſeldome proſperous. Although now 
this ſcandall was onely taken : Envy. Wasnot wiſe enough tochooſe a ground of the 
: quarrel]. Whe ther ſome ſecret and emulatory brawles paſſed betwene Zipporah and 
Miriam, (as many times theſe ſparkes of private brawles grow into a perillous and 
common flame) or whether now that Tethro and his Family was joyned with Iſrael, 
there were ſurmiſes of tranſporting the government to ſtrangers; or whether this 
unfit choyce of Moſes is now raiſed upto diſparage Gods gitts in him; Even in ſighr, 
the exceptionswere frivolous : Emulation 1s curious; and out of the beſtperſop, or 
a4, will ra:{e ſomething to cavill at, | 

Seitions doe notever looke the ſame way they move, Wiſe mencan eaſily di- 
ſinguiſh berwixt the viſor of aCtions, and theface, The wife of Moſes ismentio. 
ned, his ſuperiority is ſhot at. Pride is lightly the ground ofall ſedition. Which of | 
rfeir faces ſhined like Moſes ? yea, let him but have drawne his vayle,which ofthem 
durftlooke on his face? Which of them had faſted twice forty dayes > Which of 
them aſcended up tothe top of Sinai,and was hid with ſmoake and fire > Which of 
them received the Law twice in two ſeverall Tables, from Gods owne hand? And 
yet they dare ſay,Hath God ſpoken only by Moſes > They doe not deny Moſes his honor, | 
but they challenge a part with him : and as they were the elder in nature,ſo they 
would be cquall in dignity, equall inadminiſtration. According to her name, Miri- 
az would be exalted. And yer how unfit were they 2 One,awoman,whom her ſexe 
debarred from rule, the other a Prieſt, whom his office ſequeſtred from earthly po. | 
vernment. . Selfe-love makes men unreaſonable, and teaches them to turnethe 
glaſſeto ſee themſelves bigger,others lefſe thi they are. It isan hard thing fora man 
willingly and gladly to ſee his equals lifted over his head,in worthand opinion. No- 
thing will more try a mans grace,than queſtions of emulation, That man bath true 
light which can be content to be acandle beforethe Sunne of others, _ 

As no wrong can eſcape God-;(o leaſt of all thoſe whichare offered to Princes : he 
that made the eare needs no intelligence of our tongues, Wee have to doe with a 
God,thatis light ofhearing, we cannot whiſper any evill ſo ſecretly,that hee ſhould 
not a out of noyſ{e;and what need we any further evidence,when our Judge.is ee 
witneſſe, oy 

Without any dclation of Moſes,God heares and challenges them. Becauſe he was 
meek,therfore he complayned not : Becauſe he was meek and camplayned nor.ther. 
fore the Lord ſtruck infor him the more, The leſſe a man ſtrives for himſelfe, the 
more is God his Champion. lr is the honour of great perſons, to undertake the pa- 
tronage of their Clients : How much more will God revenge his Ele, which cry 
to him day and night ! He that ſaid, 1 ſeeke not mine owne 2lory,addes,But there 4 one >| 
that ſeekes it, and judges. God takes his part ever that fights not for himſelfe. _ 

No mancould have given more proofes of his courage,than Moſes, He flew the 
Zgyptian, Heconfronted Pharaoh in his owne Court; he beate the” Midjanite ſhep- | 
herds; he feared not the troopesof gypt! Hedurſt looke God in the face, amidſi 
all the terrours of Sinai : ad yet that ſpirit, which made and knew his hearr, ſayes,} 
He was the mildeſt man upon earth.Mildneſfle and fortitude may well lodge together in | 


one breaſt;tocorreAthe miſ-conceits ofthoſe men,thatthink none yalianr,bur thoſe} 
that are fierceand cruel], ns: as Ki coca a. 
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134186; V1, Of AaktonandMirian, 


A| No ſooner is the word out of Miriams mouth, than the Word of Gods 
meets it; How he beſlirs him,and will be at once ſeeneand heard, when th 
Moſes is in queſtion! Moſes was zealouſly carctull for Gods glory, andnow God is 
zealous for his, The remunerations of the Almighty,are infinitely gratious, He can. | 
not want honovrand patronage, that ſeeks the honor ofhis Maker. The ready way 
t0trueglory,is goodnefſe. WY 
| God might have ſpoken ſolowg}that Heaven & Earth ſhould have heard it fo as 
they ſhould not have needed ro come forth for audience: but now,hecalls them our 
tothe barre, that they may be ſeehe toheare. It did not content him, to chide them 
| within doores: the ſhame of their favlr had beene lefle in a private reboke : but the 
 fcandall oftheit repining was publike.Whiere the fin isnor affraidofthe light, God | 
| loves not the reproofe ſhoul be{ſmothered. | 
| Theyhad depreſied Moſes,God advances him: They hadequalled them to Moſes, 
God prefers him to them. Their plea was, that God had ſpoken by them, as wel] as! 
by Moſes : Gods reply is, Thar he hath ina more intire faſhion ſpoken to Moſes, than 
them.God ſpake tothe beſt ofthem,bur cither in their dream,ſleeping;or in viſion, | 
| waking, But to Moſes he ſpake with more inward illumination, with more lively te. 
| preſentation: To others,as a ſtranger,to Moſes as a friend. God had never ſo much 
' magnified Moſes to them,but fortheir envy. We cannot deviſe topleaſure Gods ſer- 
vants, fo much as by deſpiting them. : 
| God wasapgry when he chode them, but more angry when he departed. The 
wirhdrawing ofhis preſence, is the preſence ofhis wrath. Whiles he ſtayes to re- 
prove,there is favour in his difpleafure : but when he leaves either man, or Church, 
there is no hope but of vengeance. The finail abſence of God, is hell ir ſelfe. When 
he forſakes us (though for a rime) it is anintroduQtion to his utmoſt judgmenr. It 
was time to looke for a judgmenr, when Goddeparted:ſo ſoone as he is gone from 
the eyes of HHir:am, the leprofic appeares in her face : her foule trongueis puniſhed 
| with a foule face. Since ſhe would acknowledge no difference betwixt her {elfe and 


Her Diu. dy 0-6 > avary Iſragl:ro nnw {ees h is face flo rious, hers | ep rou 5s. Deformi- 
| rie is a fir cure of Pride. Becauſe the venome of hercengue would have eaten into 


the reparation of herbrocher, therefore a poiſonous infeAion eates into her fleſh. 
Now both Moſes and Miriam,need to weare a vaile:the one to hide his glory, the o- 
ther her deformity.That A(idianite Zipporah,whom ſhe ſcorned,was beautiful in re- | 
ſpeR of ker. : 

Miriam was ſiriken, Aaron eſcaped:both ſinned; his Prieſthood could not reſcue 
hiw;the grearneſſe of his dignity did bur addeto the haynouſneſſe of his Gnne : his | 
repentance freed him ; Alafle, my Lord, Ibeſeech thee lay not this finne upon vs. | 
which we have fooliſhly committed.I wonder not to ſee Aarsn free,white I fee him | 
penitent; This very conſeifien ſaved him before, from bleeding for Idolatry, which 
now preſerves him from Leproſie;tor his envious repining.The univerſal Antidote, 
for all the judgments of God,is our humble repentance. 

- Yea, his ſad deprecation prevailed, borkto cleare himſelfe, and recovet Miriam: | 
The brother ſues for himſelfe and his ſiſter, rothar brother whom rhey both emula- 
red,for pardon from himſelfe,and that God which was offended in him. Where now 
isthat equality which was pretended?Behold,he that ſo lately made his brother his 
fellow,now makes him his God : Lay vot this ſinne upon as + Let her not be ds one dead: | 
As if Moſes had impoſed this plague, and could remove it,” Never any oppoſed the| 
ſervants of God, but one time or other they have beene conſtrained to confeſſe a| 
ſapertority,. | | |: 

Miriam would have wounded Moſes with her tongue; Moſes would heale het with 
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his; 0 Lord, heale her now;The wrong is the greater,becauſe his fiſter did it, He doth | 
not ſay,1 ſought not her ſhame, (hee ſought wine; if God have revenged it; I have} 
noteafon to looke on her, as a ſiſter, who looktar me, as anadverſatie : But, as if} 
her leproſie were his,he cries our for her cure.” Oadmiirable mecutr of Moſes !| 
His people the Jewes rebelled againft him, God profers revenge $ He would rather} 
dye, than they ſhould periſh 2 His —— againſt him, God workes his re-| 
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00d nature to his iter, made him pray againſt himſelfe.I[fche judgment had beene 
Ped eng ate defers the grant of qur requeſts,for our good, It. were wide for us, 
[+ our ſits ſhould be ever beard. It wasfit for all parts, Miriam (hould continue 
[ſome while leprous, There is no policic in a ſudden remoyall ot juſl puniſhment:un- 
| lefſe the raine ſo fall that it lye, and ſoake into the.earth, it pro 

| Judgments of God ſhould be only as paſſengers, and not fo 
would be no whit regarded. | | 


. 


| 
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their owne ? 


 (enſes.robe our ſcouts in matter of faith,and rather dare truſt men,than God,we are 
worthy tO be deceived. Di 


| is thedanger of ſeducement, The error of the mighty is armed with authority, and 


| Lfwe fit down and complaige,we ſhall onceknow,that without ſhaſthe the fearefull 


Contemplations. 


— 


\enpe : He will not give God peace,till ſhebe recured. Bchold a worthy and noble A 


for us to follow.., How farre arc they from this diſpoſition, who arenort 
rent God ſhould revenge; but ate ready. to prevent Gods revenge with 


* Gods loye to Moſes ſuffers him not to obtaine preſently his ſuteſor Miriaps, this 


fliced,and removed,there had been no example of terror for others:God 


tsnothing. Ifthe 


i ———_— 


Of the Searchers of (,anaan. 
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= Canbut wonder at the counſellof God. If che Iſraelites had| 


<| I S359 ſedit : now they ſend to eſpie the Land, fix hundred thou- 
{| 12) ſand ofthemnever lived to ſee it: And yet I ſee God enjoyning 

| 7- them to ſend ; butenjoyniog ir, upon their inſtance. Some 
[2D things God allowesin judgmenr;their importunity,and difiruſt 
= A extorred from God this occafion of their overthrow, That 


= - == S —_ which the Lord MOVES unto,proſpers: bur thatrwwhish wo .mwwvyi 
him to firſt, feldome facuyduilis + Var needed they doubt of the goodnefſle of | 


- 


that Land,which God told them did flow with milke and honey? Whar needed they 


- = 


Joubt of obtaining thar,which God promiſed to give?When we wil ſend forthour 


Thebaſeſt ſort of men are commonly held fit enough for intelligencers;but Moſes, 
to make ſure work, chooſerþorth rhe beſt of Iſrael, ſuch as werelike ro be moſt ju- 
dicious in their inquiry,and moſt credibleintheir reporr. Thoſe that ruled Iſrael at 
home could beſtdeſcry for themabroad;VV bat ſhould dire& the body,burt thehead? 
Men can judge but by appearance; [r is for him onely that ſees the eyent,ere hee ap. | 
point the meanes, not to bedeceived. It had beene better for Iſrael to have ſent the 
offall of the multitude: By how lefle thecredir of theirperſons is, by ſo much lefle 


inaſort commands aſſeni;whether in good or evill, Greatneſle hath ever a traine to 
tollow it at the heeles, - : 


coſt the forty yearesdelay of the fruirion; VWho can abide rs ſce the Rulers of Iſrael | 
ſo baſely timorous > They commend the Land,the [cul commends it ſelfe, and yet 
they plead difficulty :. Webe.not able r0g0 ip. Their ſhoulders areladen with the 
grapes; and yet their hearts are overlaid withunbelicfe : It is an unworthy thing to 
plead hardnes of atchieving,where the benefit wilmorethan requite the indeavour. 
OurLand of Promiſe is aboyewe know, the fruit therof is ſweet andglorious, the 
paſſage dificulr,The gyantly ſons of 4nak(the powers of darkneſle)ſiand in our way: | 


See the igle pleas of diſiguſi;We are 198 able: They are fironger, Could not God in- 
able them>Wags he nor ſirpnger than their Giants? Had he nor promiſedto diſplace | 


(the Canaagites,to ſettle them jn;beir ſtead? How much morceaſic is it forus r0 ſpy | 


| 
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journers at leaft, they | p 


"Fx\S- gone ro Cannan;withour inquiry; their confidence bad poſleſ.| © 


 , Forty daiesthey ſpent in this ſearch;and thiscowardly unbelicfe in the ſearch ſhall |E]! 
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1 Lis. VI. Of the Searchers of { anaan. 


A | their weaknes,than for them to elpie the ſtrength of their adverſaries? When wee | 
meaſure our ſpiricual; ſucceſſe by our owne power, wee are vanquithed hefore wee | 

fight : He that would overcome, mult neither Jooke upon his owne arme,- nor rhe | 
arme of his enemy but the mouth and hand of him that hath promiſed.aridcan per-| 
forme. Whoare we fleſh and blood,with our breath in ournoſtrils,that iwee ſhonld| 
fight with Principalities, powers, fpirituall wickednefles inheavenly places > The 
| march is too unequall; weare not like Grathoppers to theſe Giants; when wee com-! 
pare ourſelves with them,how can we bur deſpaire ? when we compare them with 
God. how can we be diſcouraged ? He that hathbrought us into this field, hath pro« 
miſed us victory. God knew their ſtrength,ere he offered to commit us. | 

Well might rhey have thoughr, Were notthe Amalekites ſtronger than we? were 
not they armed,we naked ? Did not the onely hand of Moſes, by lifting up, beate | 
them downe? Were nor the Xgyprians no lefſe our maſters ? Didnot Death-come 
running after us 1n their Chariots ? Did we notleave theſe buri«( in che Sea,the of 
ther unburied in the wildernefſe 2 Whence had the Anakims their ſtrength.but from 
him that bids us goe up againſt them? Why have the bodies of 21+» forefathers taken 
poſſeſſion of their Hebron, but for us > Bur now, their fearc hathnor left them ſo 

much reaſon.as to compare their adverſaries with others, but only wirh themſelves: 
Doubtleſſe,theſe Gyants were mighty,bur their feare hath ſtretched ti.em our ſome 
Cubits,beyond their ſtature. Diltruſt makes our dangers greater, and our helps lefſe 
| thanthey are,and forecaſts ever worſe than ſhall be; andif evils be pullible,it makes 
them certaine. | 

Amongſt thoſe twelve Meſſengers,whom our ſecond Moſes ſent thorow the Land 
of Promiſe, there was but one 7#d4as; butamong(t thoſe rwelve, which rhe former 
Hoſes addreſſed thorow the fame Land,there is but one Caltb : and yer thoſe were 
choſen out of the meaneſt,theſe our of the heads of I{racl.As there is no ſociety free 
from ſome corruption: ſoit is hard,if ina coinmunity of men, therebee nor@me 
faithfulneſſe. | : 

Wee ſhall wrong God, if wee feare leſt good courſes ſhall bee quite forſaken; hee | 
knowes how to ſerve himſelfe of the beſt,if the feweſt, and could as eafily be atten- | 
ded with a multicude,if hedid not feeke his owne glory, in unlikelihoods. 

Toſhua was ſilent and wiſely ſpared his tongue fora further advanrage;Only Caleb 
ſpake : I doe not heare him ſay, Who am I co ſtrive with a multitude ? Whar can /0- 
ſbua and I doe againſ{tten Rulers 2 It is better to fit (till, chan roriſe and fall : Bur he 
reſolves to ſwimme againſt this ſtreame,and will cither draw friends to the truth,or 
enemiesupon himſelte. | 

True Chriſtian fortitude teaches us not toregard the number,or quality of the op- 
ponents, but the equity of the cauſe;and cares not to ſtand alone, and challenge all 
commers : & if it could be oppaſed by as many worlds,as men,it may be oyerborne, 
but it cannot be daunted : Wheras popularity carries weak minds, and teaches them 
the fafery of erring with a multitude. 

Caleb ſaw the Gyantly Anakims,and the walled Cities,as well as the reſt;and yer 
| he ſayes, Ler ws goe up and poſſeſſeit : As if it were no more, bur to goe, and ſee, and 

conquer. Faith is couragious,and makes nothing of thoſe dangers,wherewith others 
| are quailed. | | | 

Iis very materjall with what eyes wee looke upon all ſubje&s. Feare doth not 
more multiply evils,than faith diminiſherh them ; which is therefore bold, becauſe 
either it ſeesnot, or contemnes that terrour, which feare repreſents.ro the weake. 
| There is none fo valiant as the beleever. | 

It had beene happy for Iſrael, if Calebs counſell had beene as effetuallas good. 
But how eaſily have theſe Rulers diſcouraged a faint-hearted people: Inſtead of 
lifting up their enſignes,and marching towards Canaan; they ſir them Qowne, and 
| lift up their voyceand cry. The rods of their Zgyprian Taſke-maſters had never 
beene fo fit for them,as now,for crying. They had caule indeedro weepe for the 
finne of their infidelity : bur now they weepe for feare of thoſe enemies they faw 
nor. I feare if there had beene ten Calebs to perſwade, and but two faint ſpies to diſ- 
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| conragethem, thoſe two cowards would have prevailed againſt thoſe ten ſolicitors: | A 
| How much more now ten oppoſe and but two incourage! An eafie Rhetoricke 
drawes us to the worſe part;yea, it is hard notto run downe the hill. The faCtion of | 
evill is ſo much ſtronger in our nature,than that of Good, that every leaſt motion 

prevailes for the one : ſcarce any ſuite for the othet, Los . 

. Now is Moſes in danget of loſing all rhe coſt and care that ever he beſtowed upon 

Iſracl: His people are already gone backe to Zgypt,in their hearts, & their bodies 

are returning, Oh ye rebellious Hebrewes, where ſhall God have you at laft ! Did 

ever Moſes promiſe to bring you tO A fruitfull Land without Inhabitants > To give 
you a rich Country,without reſiſtance? Are not the graves of Canaan as good, as 
thoſe of Egypt? What can ye bur die at the hands of the Anakims? Canyee hope 

for lefle from the Zgyptians> What madneſe 1s this to wiſh to die, for feare of 
death?Is there lefſe hope from your enemies, that ſhall be,when ye goe under ſtrong 
and expert Leaders,than from the enemies that were,when ye ſhall returne miaſter. 
lefſe > Can thoſe cruell Egyptians ſo ſoone have forgorte the blood of their iathers, 
children,brothers,huſbands,which periſhed in purſuing you ? - Had yee rather truſt 
the mercy ofknowne enemies,than the promiſe ora fairhfull God ? Which way wil 
ye returne 2 VWho ſhall devide the Sea for you > Who ſhall ferchyou water out of 
the Rocke ? Or can ye hope that the Manna of God will follow you,while ye runne 
from him ? Feeble mindes,when they meet with croſſes they lookt not for , repent 
of their good beginnings, and wiſh any difficulty rather than that they finde, How 

many have pulled back their foot from the narrow way,for the troubles ofa good 

profcflion ! 

Ithad becptime for the Iſraelites ro have fallen'down ontheir faces before Moſes 
and Aaron,and to have ſaid, Yee led us thorow the Sea,make way for us into Cana- 
| an. Thoſe Giantsare ſizong,but not ſo ftrong as theRock of Rephidimzyeſiroke that 
andyic yeelded; lt they be rall,thePillar of God is higher than they:when we look on 
our ſelves,wE ſee cauſe of fear;but whe wecoſlider the miraculous power of you our | | 
leaders,we cannot but cotemn thoſe men of meaſures.Leave us not therfore,but goi| 
before us in your direRios,go to God for us in your praters, But now cotrarily Moſes 
and Aaron fall on their faces to them,and ſue to them, that they would be content to 
be condufted. Had they beene ſuffered to depart,they had periſhed; Moſes and his 
few had been victorious : and yet,as if he could not be happy without them, he fals 
on his face to them,that rhey would ſtay, Ve have never ſo much need tobe impor. 
tuned as in thoſe things whole benefit ſhould makeus moſt importunate, The ſweer- | 
neſlſe of Gods Law, and our promiſed glory is ſuch, as ſhould draw all hearts after 
it; And yet if we did not ſue to men (as for life) thar they would bee reconciled to' 
God, and be ſaved, I doubt whether they would obey, yea, it were well, ifour ſute 
were ſufficient ro prevaile. | | 

Though Moſesand Aaron intreat upon their faces, and 79ſhya and Caleb perſwade 
and rend their garments,yet they move nothing. The obſtinate multitude, frowne 
more violent with oppoling,is ready to returne them ſjones for their prayers. Such 
' hath beene ever the thankes of fidelity and truth, croſied wickedneſle proves deſpe. 

rate,and in ſtead of yee[ding,ſeckes for revenge.Nothing is ſo hatefvu}] to a reſolute 
| ſinner, as good counſell : Wee are become enemies to the world becauſe wee tel] 
| chem truth, 

That God which was inviſibly preſent whiles they ſinned, when they have ſinned 
(hewes himſelfe glorious. They might have ſeene him before, that they ſhould not | 
finne; now they cannot chooſe but ſee him in the height oftheir ſinne, They ſaw be. | 
fore,the Pillar of his ordinary preſence: now they ſee him unuſually terrible, that 
they may with ſhame and horror,confeſſe him able to defend,able to revenge. The 
| helpe of God uſes to ſhew it ſelfe in extremity. He that can prevent evils, conceales 


| his ayde, till danger be ripe;and then he is fearefull, as before he ſeemed connivent. 
: | 
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2+ He tcares of Iſrael were ſcarce dry,fince the ſmart oftheir laſ}- muriny, 


3 and now they begin another, The mulrirude is like a raging Sea,full " | 
£ unquiet billowesof diſcontentment, whereof one riſesin the fall of at: 


ſinne : It was now high time they ſhould know what it is for God tobe 
angry. There was never ſuch a revenge taken of Iſrael; never any better deſerved. 
When leſſer warnings will not ſerve,God looks into his Quiver for deadly arrows, 
In the meane time what a weary lite did Moſes lead in theſe continuall ſucceſſions of 
[B | conſpiracies > VVhat did be gaine by his troubleſome government, but danger and 
deſpight? VWho but he would not have wiſht himſelfe rather with the ſheepe of 7e- 
 3hro,thi with theſe Wolves of Iſrae]>Bur,as he durſt not quit his hook, without the 
calling of God;ſo now he dare not his Scepter,except hee bee diſmiſſed of him that 
called him,no troubles, no oppofitions candrive him from his place : weeare too 
weake,if we ſuffer men to chaſe us from that ſtation where God hath ſet us. 
| [I ſeethe Levites,nor long {ince,drawing their ſwords for God and Moſes againſt 
| |thereſtof Iſrael;and that fa& wins them both praiſe and bleſſing : Now they are the 
forwardeſt inthe rebellion againſt Moſes and Aaron,men of their owne Tribe. There 
is no affuranceof a manfor one a&: whom one {inne cannot faſten upon, another 
may. Yea, the ſame ſinne may finde a repulſe one while from the ſame hand, which 
another time gives it entertainment : and that: yeeldance loſesthe thanke of all the 
former refiſtance.lt isno praiſe to have done once well,unleſſe we continue, 
Outward priviledges oi blood can availe nothing, againſt a particular calling of 
God. Theſe Reubenites had the right ofthe natural! primogeniture, yerdoe they 
vainly challenge preeminence,where God hath ſubjected the.Ifall civill honor flow 
from the King,how much more from the God of Kings? his handexalts the poore,& 
caſts downe the mighty from their throne, The man chat will be liftingup himſelte, | 
| inthe pride ofhis heart, from under the foor of God,is juſtly rrodden in the duſt. 
Moſes isthe Prince of Iſrael, 4 «ron the Prieſt; Moſes was milde,Laron popular, 
yet both are conſpired againſt : their-places are noleſſe brothers, than their perſons, 
Both are oppoſed at once; he that isa traitor rothe Church, is a traitor tothe King, 
'D | Any ſuperiority is a marke of Envy, Had Moſes and Aaron beene but fellowes with 
| | the Ifraelites,none had beene betrer beloved; their diſpoſitionswere ſuch, as muſt 
| [needs have forced favour from the indifferent;now they were adviced,their malice 
isnot inferiour to their honour, High towers maſt look for lightnings, we offer not 
roundermine but thoſe wals,which we cannot ſcale.Nature in every man isboth en- 
vious,and difdainfull;and never loves to honour another, but where it may be an } 
honour to it ſelfe. ; 
There cannotbe conceived ankonor lefſe worth emulation,than this principality 
of Iſracl;a people that could give nothing;a people thathad nothing,bur in hope; a! 
people whom their leader wasfaineto feed with bread and water, which paid him| 
 1notribure pur of1ll words; whoſe command wasnothing but a burden : and yet chis | 
E | dignity wasan eye-ſore to theſe Levites and theſe Reubenites, Tee take roo much apon 
you,ye ſonnes of Levi. | 
d this challen ayer a thus unſeaſonable) hath drawne in two hundred and: 
fifty Caprtaines of Irael.W 1at wonder is ir,that the tenne Rulers prevailedfo much! 
with the multitude rodMwade them from Canaan; when three traytors prevailed 
thus with 250 Rulers,famous in the Congregation,and men of renowne? ane man: 
may kindle ſuch a fire,asall the world canner quench. One plague-fore may infeR a! 
whole Kingdome : The infeQionofevill is much worſe than the aQ. 
It isnot like,thoſe Leadersof Iſtaelcoulderre without followers 
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; Hee isa meanc 
man thar draws not ſome Clients after him.lt hath been ever a dangerous policy of 


Saran,to aſſault the beſt: he knowes,tharthe multitnde(as we ſay of Bees) will fol.{ 
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other. They ſaw God did but threaten, and therefore are they bold to | 


| low their Maſter, As 
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| $02 | 
F-: | Nothing can be more pleaſing to the vulgar forr,than to heare their Governours | A 
Pe” raxed,and themſelves flattered. AU the Congregation 1s holy, Every one of them; Where- | 
þ forelift ye np youn ſelves? Every word 1s a falſhood. For Moſes dejefted himlielte(Who | 
| [am 12) God lifted himup,ovet Iſrael: And ſowas Lrael holy,as Moſes was ambiri. 
ous. What holigeſſe was there in ſo much infidelity, feare, Idolatry,muriny;diſobe. 
| Gience ? YVhart could make them uncleane;ifthis were holinefſe > They had ſcarce 
wip'ttheir mouthes,or waſke their hands, {ance their laſt obſtinacy: and yer theſe 
pick-thatikes ſay, 1ſraes is holy.  _ | _ 
I would never deſire a better proofe of a falſe teacher;than flattery : true meaning 
need not uphold it ſelfe by ſoothing. There is nothing cafier than to perſwade men 
well of themſelves: whena mans ſelfe-love meets with anothers flattery,it isan high 
praiſe that will not be beleeved;It was more out of oppoſition, than beleefe, that 
theſe men plead the holineſſe of Ifrae],Yiolent adverſaries, to uphold a fide, will 
maintainethoſe things they beleevenot © | 
Moſes argues not for himſelte, bur appeales to God;zneither ſpeakes for his owne 
righc,but hisbrother Aarovs, He knew that Gods immediate ſervice was worthy to 
be more precious, than his government : That, his Princedome ſerved but ro the 
glory of his Maſter: Good Magiſtratesare more tender over Gods honor thantheir | 
 owne;and more ſenſible of the wrongs offered to Religion,than to themſelves. 
Ic is ſafeſt to truſk God withhis owne cauſes. If Aaron had beene choſenby Iſrael, 
Moſes would have ſheltred him under their authority : Now that God did immedi- 
ately appoint him,his patronage 1s ſoughr, whoſe the eletionwas. We may eaſily 
fault in the managing of divine affaires;and ſo our want of ſucceſſe cannot want fin, 
He knowes how to tſeghow to bleſſe his owne meanes. | | 
\ Asthere was a difference betwixt the people and Levites, ſo betwixt the Levites 
and Prieſts, The God of order loves to have our degrees kept. VWhiles the Levites 
- would be looking up to the Prieſts, Moſes ſends downe their eyes to the people. The 
way not to repineat theſe above us, is to look at thoſe below us. There isno better 
| remedy for ambirion,than to caſt up our former receits,and to compare them with 
our deſervings.,and to confer our owneeſtate with inferiors; So ſhall we finde cauſe 
robe thankfull chat we are above any,ratherthanof envy that any is above us. 
Moſes hath chid the ſonnes of Lev, for mutining againſt Aar9»;and ſo much the 
more, becauſe they were ofhis owne Fribe : now he ſends for the Reubenites;,which 
roſe againſt himſelfe. They come not,and their meſſage is worſe than their abſence. 
Moſes is accuſed of iojuſtice,cruelty,falſhood,trechery, uſurpation, and FMgyprt it 
ſelf muſt be comended, rather than Moſes ſhal want reproach.Innocency is no ſhelter 
from ill tongues; malicenever regards how true any accuſation is,buthow ſpightful. 
Now it was time for Moſes to be angry. They durſtnot have been thus bojd,if they 
had not ſeene his mildneile. Lenity is il] beſtowed upon ſtubborne natures; Itisan'in- | 
jurious ſenſleſneſſe,not to tcelethe wounds of our reputation. It well appeares he is 
angry,when he prayes againft them. He wasdiſpleaſed before;bnt when he wasmoſt 
! bitreragainſt them, he ill prayed for them : but now hee bends his very prayers a- 
|-gainſt them. Looke zo? #6 their offering. There can be no greater revenge, than the im- 
precationofthe righteous; there can bee no greater judgement than Gods rejeftion 
þ of their ſervices. Withus men,what more argues diſlike of the perſon, than the tur- 
| ning backe ofhis preſent ? What will Godaccept fromus,ifnot prayers ? | 
The innocence of Moſes cals for revenge on his Adverſaries. If hee had wronged 
them inſhisgovernment, in vaine ſhould he have looked to Gods hand for right. Our 
ſinnes exclude us from Gods protettion; whereas uprightneſſe challenges,and findes 
his patronage. An Afe raken had made him uncapable of favour, Corrupt Gover- 
| nours loſe the comfort of their owne breſt,and thetuition of God, os 
|| Theſamerohgue that prayed againſt the Confpiratonrs, prayes for the people. As 
lewd menthinketo carry it with number;Cor4h had fo farre prevailed. that he had 
drawn. themultitude to his fide.God,the avenger of treaſons,wonld have conſumed 
| chemallat once; Moſes and Aaron pray for their Rebels. Although they were worthy 
ofdeath,8 nothing but death could ſtop their mouthes; yet their mercifull-Leaders 
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A | will not buy their owne peace,with the loſle of ſuch enemies. Oh rareand imitable\ 

mercy ! The people riſeup againſt their Governours; Their Governours fall on their 
faces to God for the people; ſo farre are they fromplotting revenge, that they will 
not endure God ſhould revenge for them. 

Moſes knew well enough har all thoſe Iſraelites muſt periſh inthe Wilderneſle; 
God had vowed it for their former inſurre&ionzyet how earneſtly doth hee ſue to 
God,not to conſume themat once ! The very reſpit of evils isa favour next to the 
removall, | 

Corah kindled the firezthe two hundred and fifry Captaines brought flicks toit; 
All Iſrael warmed themſelves by it;onely the incendiaries periſh. Now doe the 1{- 
raclites owe their life to them, whoſe death rhey intended. God and Moſes knew to 
diſtinguiſh betwixt the heads of a faQion & the traine; though neither befautlelſle, 
yet the one isplagued,the other forgiven. Gods vengeance,whenit is atthe hotteſt, 
makes differences of men : Get you away from about the Tabernacles of Corah Ever be- 
fore common judgements there is a ſeparation. In the univerſall judgment of ail the 
carth,che Judge himſelf wil feparate;in theſe particular executios,we muſt ſeparate 
our ſelves, The ſociety of wicked men,eſpecially in their ſinnes, is mortally dange- 
rous ; whiles we will not be parted,how can we complaine, if wee bee enwrapped in 
their condemnation ? our very compatiy ſ{innes withrhem,why ſhould we not ſmart 
with themalſo ? ; 

Moſes had well hoped, that when theſe Rebels ſhould ſee all the Iſraelites run fro 
them,as from Monſters,and looking affrightedly upon their Tents;and ſhould heare 
that fearfull Proclamation of vengeance,againſt them, (how ſoeverthey did before 
ſeta face on their conſpiracy;yet now)their hearts would have miſgive.Bur lo,theſe 
bold Traytors ſtand impudently ſtaring in the doore of their Tents,as if they would 
out-face the revenge of Godzas if Meſes had never wrought miracle before them;as 
ifno one Iſraclitehad ever bled for rebelling. Thoſe thar ſhall periſh are blinded, 
Pride and infidelity obdures the heart;and makes even cowards fearlefle, 

So ſoone asthe innocent are ſevered,the guilty perith : the carth cleaves and ſwal. | 
lowes up the Rebels. This element was not uſed for ſuch morſels, It deyours the car- 
kafſes of men;but bodies informed with living ſoules, never before. To have ſeene 
them ſiruck dead upon the earth had been fearfull;but to ſee the earth at once their | 
executioner and grave,was more horrible. Neither the Sea,nor the earth are fit to 
give paſſage; The Sea is moiſt and flowing ,and will not be divided,for the continui. 
ty Of it; The eatth is dry and mafſie, and wil neither yeeld naturally,nor meer again, 
when it hath yeelded; yet the waters did cleave togive way unto [frac], for their pre- 
ſervation;the earth did cleave,to give way tothe Conſpirators, in judgment : Both 
Sea and earth did ſhut their Jawes againe upon the adverſaries of God, 

There was more wonder in this latter. It was a marvel] that the waters opened : it 
was no wonder that they ſhut againe;for, the retyting and flowing, was naturall.It 
was 80 lefſe marve];that the earth opened, but more marvell that it did ſhut againe, 
becauſe it had no naturall diſpoſition to meet, when it was divided, Now might If. 
rael ſce,they had to doe witha God that could revenge with caſe, 
| There were two ſorts of Traitors; the Earth ſwallowed up the one, the Fire the 
other, All the Elements agree to ſervethe vengeance of their Maker. Nadab and 4- 
bihubrought fir perſons, bur ubfit fice ro God; theſe Levites bring the right fire, 
but unwarranted perſons before him; Fire from God conſumes both. Ir isa dange. 
rous thing to uſurpe ſacred funions. The Miniſtery will not grace the man; The 
man may diſgrace the Miniſtery. 

The common people were not ſo faſt gathered to Cor: flattering perſwaſion 

þefore,as now they ranne from the ſight and feare of his iudgement, 
I marvell not ifthey could not truſt that earth whereonthe 
ſtood, whiles they knew their hearts had been falſe. It 
15a madneſſe to run away from puniſhment, 
and not from ſinne, 
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Contemplations. 


Trus SegeveEnTa Books. 


Ano Ns (enſer and Rod. 


Hen ſhall we ſeeanendoftheſe murmurings,and theſe jadgments? 
jj Becauſe theſe men roſe up againſt Meſes and Aaron, therefore God 
conſumed them; and becauſe God conſumed them, therefore the 


IR people riſe up againſt Moſes and Aaron: and now becaule the peo- 
SER 1 4 ple chus murmure,God hath againe begun to conſume chem, What 
LSPSSLS) acircleis here of finnes, and judgements? wrath is gone out from 


God; Moſes is quick-lighted,8 ſpies it at the ſetting our.By how much more faith- 


full and familiar we are with God, ſo much earlier doe wee diſcerne his judgments; 


as thoſe which are well acquainted with men, know by their lookes and geſtures 
that which ſtrangers underſtand but by their a&ions;As finer tempers are more ſen- 
fible of the changes of weather.Hence the Seers of God haveever fro their Warch- 
rower deſcried the judgements of God a farre off. If another man had ſeene from 
Carmel a Cloud ofa hand-breadth,he could not have told 44ab he ſhould be wer. Ir 
is enough for Gods Meſſengers, out of theit acquaintance with their Maſters pro- 
ceedings, to foreſee puniſhment : no marvell it choſe ſee itnot, which are wilfully 
finfull : we men reveale not our ſecret purpoſes either to enemies or ſtrangers ; all 
their favour isto feele the plague, ere they can eſpie it. 

Moſes though he were great with God, yer he takes not upon him this reconcilia- 
tion;he may adviſe Aarow whatto do,himſelf undertakes norto aQ it:It is the work 
of the Prieſthood to make anatonemet for the people; Aaron was firſt his brothers 
rongue to Parah, now he is the peoples tongue to God : he only muſt offer up the 
Incenſe of the publike prayers to God.Who would nor think it a ſmal thing to hold 
a Cenſer in his hand?yer if any other had done it,he had falne with the dead, & not 
ſtood betwixt the living and dead;in ſtead of the ſmoak aſcending, the fire had de- 
ſcendedupon him;and ſhall there belefle uſe, or lefle regardof the Evangelicall mi- 
niſtery,thanthe Legall?Whenthe world harh poured our all his contempt, wee are 
they that muſt reconcile men to God,and without us they periſh. 

I know not whether more to maryell at the conrage or mercy of Aaron : his 
mercy,that he would yet ſave ſo rebellious a people:his courage, hat he would fave 
chem, with ſo great a danger of himſelfe. For, as one that would part a fray, hee 
thruſts himſelfe under the ſtrokes of God;and puts it to the choice of the revetger, 
whether he will ſmite him,or forbeare the reſt;He ſtands boldly berwixt the living 


ſight of fourteene hundred carcaſes diſmaid himnot : hee that before feared the 
threats ofthe people,now feares not the ſtrokes of God.lt is not for Gods Miniſters 


to ſtand upon their own perils in the common cauſesof the Church : their prayers 
muſt oppoſe the judgements of the Almighty;when the fire of Gods anger 1s kind- 
led,their Cenſers maſt fmoake with fire from the Altar. Every Chriſtian muſt pray 


———— ET. 


the remoyall of vengeance ; how much more they whom God hath appointed to - 


mediate for his people?every mans mouth is his own; bur they are rhe mourhs of at. 
Had Aaron thruft in himſelf with empty hands,I doubr whether he had preyailed; 
now his Cenſer was his proteQion: when we come with ſupplications in our hands 


|weneed not feare the ſtrokes of God. We have leave toreſiſt the divine judgments 
ad ; by : 


A EE ee ee at 


and the dead.as one that wil either dye with rhem,or have them live with him;the | 
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| by our prayers, with favour and ſuccefle, So ſoone as the incenſe of A-ron aſcended | A 
| up uncoGod,he ſmelt a favour of reſt;ke will rathef ſpare the offertders,than ſtrike 
| heir interceſſor How hardly canany people miſcarry; that have faithfull Miniſters 
to ſue for their ſafety : Doran but the ſmoke of hearty prayers can cleanſe the 
e from the plagues of G 

if Aarons afife were thus accepred ; how much more ſhall the High-Prieſt of 
the New Teſtament, by interpoſing himſelfe to the wrath of his Father,deliver the 
offenders trom death?The plague was entred u 
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on all the ſons of men: OSaviour, | 
thou ſtood'ſt berwixt the living and the dead, rhat all which beleeve in thee, ſhould 
not periſh. 470% offcredand was fot ſtricken;but thou O Redeemer, wouldelt offer 
and beſtrucke,that by thy ſtripes we might be healed:So ſtood'ft thou betwixt the 
dead and living,that thou wert both alive and dead, attd all this that wee,when wee 
were dead, might live for ever. , . 

Nothing more troubled Iſtael,than a feare leſt the two brethren ſhould cunning- | 
ly ingrofle the government to rhemſelves.If they had dorie fo, what wife man would 
have envied chem an office ſo little worth, ſo dearely purchaſed ? But becanſethis 
conceit was ever apt to ſtir them to rebellion,and to hinder the benefit of this toly 
ſoveraignty; therefore God hath endeayoured nothing more, than tolet them ſee. 
that theſe officers, whom they ſo much enyjed,were of his own proper inſtitution: 
They had ſcarce (hut their eyes,ſince they ſaw the confuſion of thoſe two handred 
and fifty uſurping facrificers;and Aarons effettual interceſſion for ſtaying the plague 
of Iſrael. In the one, the execution of Gods vengeance upori the competitors of 
Aaron fot his fake; In the orher, the forbearance of yengeance upon the people for 
| Aarons mediation , might have challenged their voluntary ack fowledgtmient of his 
juſt calling from God; It there had beene in them either awe,or thankfulneſſe, they 
| could not have doubted of his lawfull ſupremacy.How could they chooſe bur argue 
\ thus : Why would God fo fearcfully have deſtroyed the rivals that dufſt coiteſt 
| with 44ron,jifhe would have allowedhim any equall?Wherefore ſerve thoſe plates 
| of the Altar, which we ſee made of thoſe uſurped Cenſers, but to warne all poſte- 
rity of fach preſumption 2 Why ſhowld God ceaſe ſtriking, whiles A avon interpo- 
ſed berwixt the living and the dead,if he were but as ofie of us? Which of us if wee 
had itood in the plague, had not added to the heape? Incredulons mirids wili not be 
| perſivaded with any evidence. Theſe two brothers had lived aſunder forty yeates, 
| God makes them borh meet in one office of delivering Iſtael. One halfe of the mi-|j 
| racles were wrought by Aaron; he ſtrooke with the Rod, whiles it brought thoſe 
| plagues on Egypt, The Iſraelites heard God call him up by name to mount Sinai: 
| they ſaw him anointed from God: and (leſt the ſhould thinke this a ſet match be- 
{ twixt the brethren)they ſaw theearth opening,the fire iſſuing from God upon their 
| emulous oppofites:rhey ſaw his ſmoake a ſufficient antidote for the plague of God; 
| and yet ſtill 447075 calling is queſtioned. Nothing is more naturall to every man, 

than unbeliete : but rhe earth never yeilded a people fo {ſtrongly incredulons, as 
| theſe;and after ſo many thouſand generations, their children do inherit their obſti- 
| nacte; ſtil] dothey oppoſethe true High Prieſt, the Anointed of God : fixteene 
hundred yeares defolation hath not drawne from them to confefſe hitn whom God 
hath choſen. CE 

How defirous was God to give fatisfation even to the obſtinate ! There is no- 
thing more materiall, rhanthat men ſhould be affared their ſpititual! Puides have 
their Commiſſion and Calling from God: The want whereof is a prejudice roour 
' ſacceſſe. Ir ſhould not be ſo: bur the corruption of men will not receive g00d,but 
| from due meſſengers. RE 
Before,God wrought miracles in the Rodof Moſes;now,in the Rod of Aares. As 


Phararh might ſee himſelf in Moſes his Rod;who,of a rod of defence and protection, 
was turned into a venemous Serpent : Solſrael might ſee themſelves in the Rod of 
Aaron.Every Tribe andevery Iſraclite was,of himſelfe,as a ſere-ſticke,withour life, 
withour ſap; and if any one of them had power to live, and flouriſh, hee muſt ac- 
knowledge it from the immediare power,and gift of God. | 
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there may nor want a ſucceſſion of increaſe, here are fruir,bloſſomes, buds; both 


|-. Commonly; thoſe fruits which are ſoone ripe, ſoone wither,but theſe Almondsy'of | 
| £arox5 rod are not morecarly,than laſting : the ſame hand which brought chem ov | 
| before their time,preſeryed them beyond their time; and for perpetuall memory, ' 
\ both rod and fruit muſtbe kept inthe Arke of God. The Tables of Hofts;the Rod of 
{-Auron,the Manna of God;are monuments fic for ſo holy a (hrine.The DoArine, Si. ' 
|-crarventsand government of Gods people, are preciousto hit, 'ahd'muſt be ſo-to | 


w—— —___——— 


L1Bs. VIL. , Of AzR ONS ( enſer and Rod, 
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Before Gods calling,all men aie altke : Every name is alike written in their Rod: 
chere is no difference in thelerters,in the wood, neither the characters of Aaron arc 
fairer,nor the ſtaffe more precious; [t ts the choice ofGod thar makes the dittin&is: 
So is it inour calling of Chriſtianity; Allare equally devoid of poſſibility of grace: 
All equally livelefſe,by nature we are all ſonnes of wrath : If we be now better than 
others,who ſeparated us? We are all Crabſtockes in this Orchard of God, hee may 


graffe what fruit he pleaſes upon us,onely the grace and effeQuall calling of G © Þ 
makes the difference, 


Theſe twelve heads of Iſrael would never have written their names in their rods, 
but inhope they might be choſen to this dignity. What anhonour was this Prieſt- 
hood,whereofallthe Princes of Iſrael are ambitious? If they had not thought it an 
high preferment,they had never ſo muchenvied the office of Aaro7. Vhat (hall wee 
thinke of this change? Is the Euangelicall miniſtration of leſſe worth than the Levi. 
tical! > Whiles the Teſtament is better, is the ſervice worſe? How is it that the great 
thinke themſelves roo good for this imployment > How is ir, that iinder the Goſpell 


men are diſparaged with that which honouredthem underthe Law; that their am- 
| bition and fcorne meet inone ſubjec ? 


Thefetwelve rods are notlaid up in ſeverall cabinets oftheir Owners; but are 
brought forth and laid before the Lord. It is fir God ſhould make choice of his own 
attendants, Even we men hold it injurious ro have ſervants obtruded upon vs by o. 
thers ; never ſhall that man have comfort in his Miniftery whom God hath not cho- 
ſen. The great Commander of the world hath fet every man inhis ſtation; To one he 
hath ſaid,Stand rhou in this Tower and watch;To another, Make thou govd theſe 
Trenches; To a third, Digge thou in this Mine, Hee that gives and knowes our abili- 
ties,can beſt ſet us on worke. ; | | 

This Rod was the paſtorall taffe of Aaron,the great Shepheard of Iſrael. God te- 
{tifies his approbation of his charge,by the fruit. That a rod cut off from the tree, 
(ſhould blofſome,it was ſtrange;but that in one night it ſhould beare buds;bloſſoms, 


vives the dead plants of winter,inthe Spring, doth it here withour earch, without 
rime,without Sunne;that Iſrael might ſee and grant, ir was no reaſon; his choyce 
ſhould be limired,whoſe power is unlimited. 

Fruitfulneſle is the beſt argument of the calling of God: Not only all the plants'of 
his ſetting, but the very boughscut off from the body of them,will flouriſh. And thar 


proofe and hope inſeparably mixed. 


fraic,and that both ripe andhard,ir was highly miraculous, The ſame power that re- | 


It could not bur bea great comfort unto Aaroy, to ſee his rod thus miraculouſly 
flouriſhing;ro ſee this wonderfull Teſtimony of Gods favour and Ele&ion : Sure 
he could not bur thinke, Who am I, O God.that thou ſhouldeſt thus chooſe me our 
ofall the Tribes of iſrael ? My weaknefle hath been more worthy of thy rod of cor- 
re&ion,than my rod hath been worthy of theſe bloſſomes. How haſt thou magnified; 
me in the ſighr of all thy people > How able art thou touphold my imbecility with! 
the-rod of thy ſupport 2 how able to defend me with the rod of thy power, who haſt 


| thus brought fruir out of the ſapleſſe rod of my profeſſion? That ſervant of God is: 
|worthy to faint, that holdsit not a ſufficient incouragement to ſee the evident: 


proofesof his'Maſters faveur. | 


|4porizAll tinies ſhall ſee and wonder, how his ancient Church was fed;raupht, ruled. ; 
| Moſei his rod did great miracles; yer I finde it not in the Arke.TheRod of AHatros. 
hath thispriviledge;becauſeir caried the miracle ftiilin it ſelfe;zwheras the wondets | 
| of that.other Rod were paſſed. Thoſe I would God wo oor hare inhis 
BAOnt > | ogg 22. * Chreh; 
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Contempla HONS. 


Eis,V 11; 
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TT oh carry in them tle moſt manitelt evidEces of that which they 1mport,| A 
"— PO Loiich by many tranſient demonſtrationshad approved rhe calling 
of Aaron to Iirael,will now have a permanent memoriall of their conjunction, thar 
whenſoever they (ſhould ſee this relike, they ſhould be aſhamed of their preſumpris 
and infidelity.The name of 4ar07 was not more plainly wricten in that rod,than the 
| Gnne of Iſcael was inthe fruit of it; and how much Iſrael findes their rebellion bea- 
| ;en with this rod,appeares inthelr preſent relenting and complaint; Behold ,we are 
dead,we periſh. God knowes how tO pull downe the biggeſt ſiomack, and can extort 
\ glory to his owne Name from the moſt obſtinate gainſayers. 


— __ 


Of the Brazen Serpent. 


76RXEven times already hath Iſraelmutined againſt Moſes,8 ſeven times hath 
either beene threatned,or puniſhed; yetnow they fall ro ir afreſh. Asa 
teaſtie man findes occafion to chafe at every trifle; ſo this diſcontented 

D\L2/$) peoplecither finde or make all things troubleſome.One while they have 

NE —_ no water; then bitter; One while no.God; then one too many; One 
while no bread; then bread enough, but too light, One while they will not abide 
their Governours ; then they cannot abiderheir lofle, Aaron and Miriam were never 
ſo grudged alive,as they are bewayled dead. Before,they wanted Onions, Garlike, 
Fleſh-pors;now they want Figs, Vines, Pomegranates,Corne. Andascrabid children 
that cry for every thing they car thinke of, are whipped by their wile mother: So 
Godjulily ſerves theſe fond liraclites. 

[t was firſt their way that makes them repine; They were :aine to goe round about 
[dumea,the journey was long and troubleſome. They had ſent intreaties ro Edors 
for licenceof paſſage the next way,reaſonably, ſubmifſely; Ir was churliſhly denied 
them, Eſa lives ſtill in his poſterity; 7acos in Iſrael : The combate which they began | 
in Rebeccaes belly,isnot yet ended, Amalec,which was one limme of Eſau, followed. 
themart the heeles; The Edomite, which wasanother, meets them in the face : So 
| long as there is a world there will be oppolitionto the choſen of God. They may 

come at their perill;the way had beenenearer,but bloedy,they dare not goe it, and 
yet complaine of length. | 

If they wereafraid to purchaſe rheir reſting place with warre, how much leſſe | 

| would they their paſſage? VV hat ſhould God doe with rmpatient men > They will | 

nor goe the neareſt way,and yet complaine to goe about, He that will paſle ro the 

| promiſed land,muſt neicher ftand upen length of way,or difficulty. Every way hath 

his inconveniencies;the neareſt hath more danger,the fartheſt hath more Paine; el- 
ther,or both muſt be overcome,tfever we will enter the reſt of God. 

, Aaron and Miriam were now paſtthe danger of their mutinies; for want of ano- 
| ther natch,they joyne God with Moſes,in their murmorings : Though theyhad nor 
| mentioned him,they could not ſever himin their infarreRion; For, in the cauſes of 
1 Roms ſeryants,be challenges even when he is nor challenged, VVhat will become 
{otthee,O Iach when thou makeſt thy Maker thine enemy ? Impatience is the cou- | | 
| fag co frenkiey this cauſes. men got tocare ypon whom they run,ſo they may breathe| 
| out ſome revenge. How oft have we heard men that have beendiſpleaſed by others, 
|464xc the Name of their Maker in pieces? He tbat will-judge, and can confound, is 
| atinto the quarrell without cauſe;Bur ifto ſtrive, with a mighty man bee unwiſe 
| and uoſafe;whar (hall irbe to ſtrive with themighty/Gad ? ITT | 
\, Agan, apgxyehilde caſts away that which is given him;becauſe he hath not that he | 
| would:ladag theſe fooliſh Iſcaelites;their bread is light,and their wathe ubſatisfy-! 
| ing.becayſegheirway dilpleaſed them.\Vas ever people fed with-fuchbread or wa- 
| e532. T wice bath the very Rock yeeldedthemwater,and every day the.heave Affords' 
| bread. Mid.any one ſouteamong(t themimiſcarry;either for bitvger or chief?! 
| Rut.A2 Þzcad will downe with them, fave:rhar which the earth yeelds; no-wateribut 
| from the natural. Vols or Rivers. Vnlefſe nature may/beca{lowedtobce her iowhe 
{ caxryg5ſhe is never contented, +, , | Manna 
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Wk VII. Of the Brazen Serpent. 
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a | Manna had no faulc,bur that it was too good, 8 too frequent, the pulſe of Egypt | 
had becne fitter for theſe coorſe mourhes : This heavenly bread was unſpeakeably ' 
delicious,tt taited Jike wafers ot honey; & yet even this Angels food is contemned. 
[je that 1s full defpiſerh an honey. combe, How ſweet & delicaſg is the Goſpe!! Not 
onely the fathers of the Old Teitament,but the Angels defired ro look into the glo- 
rious wytleries of it,and yet we arecloyed. This ſupernaturall food is too light : the 
bread-corne of our humane reaſon, and profound diſcourſe, would better content us. 
Moſes will not revenge this wrong, God willsyet will he not deale with themhim. 
ſelfe,vut he ſends the fiery Serpents to anſwer torhim : How firly! They had carried 
themſclves like ſerpents to thejr governors; how oft had they ſlung Moſes 8& Aaron, 
neare todeath? If rhe Serpent bite when heis not charmed, no berter is a flandercr. 
Now theſe venemous Addersrevenge ir,which are therefore called fiery; becauſc 
their poyſon ſcalded ro death; God hath an hand inthe annoyance and hurt of the 
baſeſt creature; how much lefie canthe fling ofan illrongue, or the malice ofanill 
 ſpirit,ſtrike us without him > Whiles they werein Goſhen, the Frogs, Lice, Cater- 
pillers ſpared them,and plagued the Xgyptians; now they are rebellious in the de- 
ſact,the ſerpents find chemour and tfting them ro death, He that brought the Quailes 
thither ro feed them, ferchkes theſe ferpents thither ro puniſh them. While we are at 
warrez with God,we can looke for no peace with his creatures 2 Every thing rejoy. 
ces to cxecure the vengearce of his Maker, The tones of the ficld will notbeein 
league with us, while we are not inleague with God, Gs 
Theſe mcn,when the Spies had told them newes of the Gyantsot Canaan, aliitle 
before nad wiſht,}JVould God we were dead inthis wilderneſſe: Now God hath heard 


| 


their prayers,what with the plague,what with the ſe:pents,many thouſands of them 
dyed. The 11] wil es of our impatience are many times heard. As thoſe good things 
arenot granted us which wee pray for without care, ſo rhoſe evills which wee pray 
tor and would nor have,are oft granted. The eares of God are nor onely opento the 
praiers of faith,bur tothe imprecarions of infidelity.It is dangerous wiſhing evill to 


our ſelves or ours;it is juſt with God to take usat our word,and to effe&rhat which 
our lips ſpeake again(t our heart, 


Before, God hath ever conſulted with Mofes,and threatned cre he puniſht ; now 
he ſtrikesand fayes norhing.The anger is ſo much more,by how much leſle notificd. 
| When God 15not heard before he is felr,(as inthe hewing of wood,the blow is nor 

reard till the axe be fcen to have {irookc)it isa tearful ſigne of diſpleaſure : 1t 1s with 
Godas with us men, that ſii]] revengesare ever moſt daygerovs, Till now all was 
well enough with Iſracl,and yer they grudged, Thoſe that will complaing withour a 
canſe,ſhall have cauſe tro complaine for ſomething. Difcontented humovrs ſeldome 
ſcape unpuniſhed,burreceive that moſt juſtly whereart they repined unjuſtly, 

Now the people are glad to ſeeke to «Hoſes unbidden, Ever heretofore they have 
| beene wont tobe ſacd to,and intreated for without their owne intreaty; now their 

miſery makes them importunare; There reeds no ſollicitor where there is ſenſe of 
(mart. It were putty men ſhould want affliction, fines it ſends them to their prayers 
and conſcfions, Allthe perſwaſions of Moſes could not doe that which the Serpents 
have done for him.O God,thou ſeeſt how neceſſary it is wee ſhould be flung ſome. 
times,celſe we ſhould runne wilde,and never come toa ſound humiliation, we ſhould 
never ſeek thee if thy band did not finde us our, FOOTY 

They had ſpoken againſt God and Moſes, and now they humbly ſpeake to Moſes 
that he would pray to God for them. He that ſo ofc prayed for rhEunbidden,cannot 
but much motcdoeir requeſted, and naw obtaines the meanes of their cure, It was 
equally inthe power of God to remove the ſerpents,and ro heale their ſinging; to 
| have cured the Iſraelites by his word,and by his fighe : Buthee findes it beſt for his 
people(to exerciſe their faith)that the Serpents may bire,and their bitings may in- 
| renome,and that this venome may-indiger the Iſraelires;8 that they,thus affected, 

may ſeek to him for remedy,and ſeeking may find it from ſuch meansas ſhould have 
no power bur in ſig'\thcation; that while their bodies were cured by the (igne,their 
ſoules might be coirmed by the marter ſignified, A ſerpent of Brafle could no more 
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'heale rhan ting them. VV bat remedy covld thetr eyes give IO their lepges ? Or what A 
Nh, Serpent of cold braſſe prevaile a ainſt a living and fiery Serpent > Inthis 
troubleſome Deſart weare al ſtung by that fiery and old Serpeat,;O Saviour, it is to 
bee we muſt look, and be cured; [t is thou that wert their Paſchal Lamb,their Man- 
na,their Rocke,their Serpent. To all purpoſes doſt thou vary thy ſelf to thy Church, 
that we may finde rhee every I : Thou art for our neuciſhing,refreſhing, cure, 
eafter,ſo even now,all in all. go 
z Tir Setpetit which was appointed for cure tO Ifrael,at laſt tings them to death, 
by Idolatrous abuſe. What poylon there is in Idolatry, that makes even Antidotes 
deadly ! As Moſes therefore raiſed this Serpent fo Ezekas pulled it downe : Gop 
commanded the railing ofir,God approved the demoliſhing of it. Superſiitious uſe 
-an marre the very inſtitutions of God : how much more the moſt wiſe and well. 
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Of BaLtaam. 


> >cOab and Midian had been all rhis while ſtandersby,and lookers on; If they 

Y had nor feene the patterne of theis owne ruine in theſe neighbours, it had 

> never troubled them,to ſee the kings of the Amorites and Baſhan to fall 

before L{rael. Had nor the 1{raelices camped in the plaines of Moab, their 

victories had beene no cye-ſore to Balac. Wicked men never care to ob- 

| ſerve GodsjJudgements tillthemſelves be touched; The fire ofa neighbours houſe 

' would not ſo afte& us, if it were not with the danger of our owne : Secure mindes 
| never ſtartle till God come home to their very ſentes. 

Balac and his Moabites had wit enough to feare,not wit enough to prevent judge- 
\ment: T hey ſee an enemyin rheirborders,and yet take no right courſe for their ſafe- 
ty. Who would not havelooked, that they ſhould have come to Ilrael with condi. 
tions ofpeace? Or why did they notthinke,Either Iſraels God is fironger than ours, 
or he is nor? Ithe be not, Whyare we afraid of him 2 If hee bee, Why doe wee not | 
ſerve him ? The ſame hand whichgives them viory,can give us proteftion.Carna])] 
men that are ſecure of the vengeance of God,ere it doe come,are maſtered with ir, 
when it doth come; & not knowing wb way to turnthe,run forth at the wrong door, 

The Midianites joyne with the Moabires in conſuiration,in ation againſt Iſrael : 
One would have choughr,they ſhould have looked for favour from Moſes forlerhro's 
ſake,which was both a Prince of their countrey,8& father in law to Moſes; and either 
now,or not long before was with Iſrael inthe YVildernefle, Neither is it like, but 
char Moſes having fotind forty yeares harbour among(t them,would have been(what 
he mig}tinclinable to favourable treaties with them;bur now they are ſo faſt linked 
to Moab,rhat they will either ſinke or ſwim together, Intireneſſe with wicked con. 
forrsis one ofthe ſtongelt chaines of Hell, and bindes ns to a participation both of 
ſinne,and puniſhment : An eafie occaſion will knit wicked hearts togetherin conſpi- 
racy againſt the Church of God: 

Their errand is devilliſh(Come curſe Iſrael: YThat which Satan could not do by the 
ſwords of 0g and Sehon,he will now try to efteCt by the tongue of Balaar, If either 
firengrth or policy would prevaile againſt Gods Church,it could not ftand. And why 
ſhould got we be as induſtrious to promote the glory of God,and bend both our 
hands and.heads to the cauſes of the Almighty > When all helps faile Moab,the Ma- 
gician is ſought to.It isa ſigne of a deſperate cauſe,to make Satan either our Coun- 
ſellor,or our refuge, 

\ Why didthey nor ſend to Balaams to bleſſe themſelves,rather than to curſe Iſracl? 
It had beene more eaſic tobe detended fromthe hurt of their enemies,than to have 
their enemies laid open to be hurr by them. Pride & malice did not care ſo much for 
 ſatety,as for conqueſt, it would not conret them to eſcape Iſrae!,if Iſrael may eſcape 
them; it was not thank-worthy to ſave their own blood, if they did not ſpil che blood 
| of others; As if their owne proſperity had beene nothing,ifIſracl alſo proſpered. If 
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A| there be one project worſethan another,awikked heart will finde ich: Nothjog | 
' Pg ol {onal Ba 


. 


but deftrution will conteftthemalicions,*) 1 


: 'T'know not whether Balikywete more fartovs, or Beldc mote cobfident.” If i 
_ not beeniperſwaded of the irengrhof his charme,fie halnot ſent ſo far Se]. 
paieſo deare for it;riow he'trufts more to his inchantmetit,than to the forcesof Mg) 
ab ad Midianictasifheavei} andearthweteinthe power of the charthers tobgbe)| 
he ſaith, He har #how bleſſefh abteſed, anil ber whom thiurarſeſt gs curſed." Magicke)/ 
through the petribiſfionot Gbais powerfull;for whatſoever the Devitt carid\c;the\ 
Magician may doe; but it ismadveſſe co thinke either ofthera omniporenr.1 Feicher 
| the cbrſes of nien;or rhe indeavours or thepowets of darkneſſe;ſho Nibe effetuall; 
all-w6uld be Hell.No, Balaz; $V ſhort is theipower of thy Balaamthat neither thou, 
not chy prophet hieſelfe can avoid thar-curſe;which rhoti wouldſthavebrotghrip. 
on {rae}. Had Balatmbeenettrhe Prophet of God,this bold aſſurance hadbetn but 
juſt. Both thbſe ancient Scers,and che'Prophetsof the Goſpel] Have rheratification 
of God in heayen,to their ſentences on eatth, Why' have we lefle cate of the bieſ? 
ſings,and lefle feare of the earſes nd cenſures of Gads Miniſters ? Vhowolld rior | 
rather have Zliſha's guard ;rhani both the Kings of Iſrael and Aſlyria 3 Hee: hiniſelfe 
as hehad the Anpelicall chariotsand horſemen about him, ſo was hee the chariots 
| and horſemen of Iſrae).VVhy ſhould our faith be lefle firong than ſuperſtition 3 Or 
why ſhould Gods agents haveleſſovertue thar/Sarars? | 1G 160 
I ſhonld wonder to heare God'ſpeak with a falſe propher,if I did not know, irhath 
| beene no rare thing with hiw(as with men)to beſtgw words,cven where he will nor 
beltow favour. Phararh; Abimelec;Nebuchadnezear,receive viſions from God : neirher 
can] thinke this ſtridge, when Theare God ſpeaking ro-Satan in a queſtion no lefle 
familiar rhan this 0f Balaaw,Yhence com'(F4how,Satin > Not the ſound of the voice of 
God.,bur the matrer which he-ſpeakes argues love ; He may ſpeake roan enemy; hee} 
ſpeakes peace to none but his owne.lt is a vaine bragge, God hathfpokenro me. $0, 
mayihedoe to reprobates or devils. Bot what ſaid he > Did he ſay ro:my ſoute, Iam! 
thy falvation ? Hath he indented with methat he will be my God;and T'thallbehis? 
I cafhor hearethis voyce and not live. | - B QUIT OL Z6-3Q; Wk 
_ God heardall rheconfvltationand meſſage of thefe'Moabites; thefe meſſengers | 
could not have moved their foor or their tongue but in him; and yet he which aſked } 
Adam where he was, aſkes Balaam,What men are theſe > 1 have ever ſeene, thar God 
D | loves tO take occaſion of proceeding with us from our {e]ves, rather than from his | 
{ owne immediate preſcicnce. Hence it is,that we Jay open our wants,andconfeſe ous 
finnes ro him rhat knowes both,better than our owne hearts, becauſe hee will deale 
with us from our owne mouthes. EET 190 
The prevention of God forbids both his journey and his curſe : And what if hee 
had beene ſuffered'to goe and curſe? What corne had this winde ſhaken, when God | 
meant to bleſſe them > How many Buls have bellowed out cxecrations againſt this 
Church of God > what are we the worſe z Yea I doubr,ifwe had been ſo much ble\- 
ſed,had not thoſe Balaamitiſh curſes beene ſpent upon us, Hee that knowes what | 
waſte 'winde the cauſeleſlc curſes of wicked men are,yet will nothave Balaam cutle | 
Lirael;becauſe he wil not allow Balac ſo'mnchiincouragementr,in his oppolitio,as the | 
cohecit of this helpe,Or perhaps,if Balac thought this Sorcerer a true Prophet, God | 
would rivt have his'Name,ſo much, as in the opinion of the Heathen) ſcandalized,in | 
uſurping it to a-parpoſe, which he meant nor ſhould ſucceed. a C201] 
The handof Go&isin the reftraint of many evils,which we never knew to be:to-| 
wards vs. The Iſraelites fate ſtill in their Tents, rhey little chought what miſchiefe 
Was brewing againſt them; wirhour ever making them of counſel}, God croſſes the| 
deſignes of their enemies.' Heethat keepeth Iſraclisbotha ſare anda ſecret friend)| 
 Thereward of thedivinationhadeafily commanded the journey,andenrde of the, 
| covet@us prophet if God hadior ſtayed him. How oft are wicked men-cutſed bya| 
divine hand;even in thoſe ſfinnes which their hearts ſtand re? It isnothank to lewd | 
men that their wickednefſe isnot proſperous, Whenceit is that the\world is'no0 ©. | 
ver raiine wirhevill,but from this;that men cannot beſo ill asrhey would?  »#:!. || 
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"Ihe fixlt encerraigment ofthis meſlage. would make altranger thinke Baidans wile A 
| Tool che w Ilinor givea ſudden anſweegbut craves leaſure to:cantult with God, 
promilesx9,zojurnetheanſwer he hall ceceiver\Vho. would no layz This man 
is#ree (nom. raſluteſſe,from partiality ? Difſimulatien iscrafry, audableto deceive 
thouſands, The words are g99d: when Hecomes to Aion the frayd bewrayes itſelf; 
Fos-bethheiofuares hisowne forwardneſle,8: calis the blawegt the prohibition, 
990 God andGuhich is warky)delivers.bur bale hisapfiwer : he ſayesindeed, God re- 
ſes ito gia/e medeave {9-206; Me fates norte i pr dg harees ment to curſe then, for 
(they. axe blefſed,$0.9id Baladcmdeny,as onethat win 39, be ſent for againe.Perhaps a 
|pexEptory crefuſallhad hindred his further {ojicitatioo;Concealementot ſome truths 
15ſometimes as faulty as a denſall.Truefidelity is natDiggardly.iniher relations. | 
Where wickedneſſe mcets with power,it thinkes to command all the world; and 
| rakes-grent ſcorne of any repulfe. So litle is Ba/ac diſcouraged with one refuſal that 
he ſends ſo.machche ironger meſſage; Mo Privces,and more henoyreble; Qh that wee 
could be ſo importunate for our good,as wicked menare for the compaſſing of their 
' ewneideſignes! A deniall doth bur whet che deſixes of vehemenc; ſuirors. Vhy arc 
 wefaint in ſpiritual things,when we ace not denied bur delayed 2. '' 297 


. Thoſewhich are themſelves tranſported with vanity;and ambition, think that no 
heart hath pewerto reſifktheſe offers. Balacs Princes thought they had ſfireok-it dead, 
when they had once mentioned promotion to great hogour. Selc-love makes them 
 thinke they, cannot. be laveswhiles others may be'free;and thatallthe world would 
be glad to'run on madding after their bait. Naturethinks irimpoſſible roconternne 
| honour and wealth;and becauſe roo many ſoules are thus taken,cannot beleeve that 
any weuld eſcape. Butlet carnall hearts know,there are thoſe can ſpit the world in 
the face,end ſay,T hy gold and ſilver periſh with thee:and that in cowpariſonof a good | 
69nſcience,cantread under foot his beft proffers,like ſhadowes,as they are;zand that 
|can doe as Balaar laid. Nt! 
[| How neere xwth and falſhood can lodge together! Here was piety in the lips,6: 
cqverouſneſſe:inthe heart; VV ho can any more regard good words, that heares Ba- 
liam ſpeak ſo likea Saint ? An houſeful of gold& filver may notpervert his tongue, | 
his heart iswon with leflesfor if he hadgor already ſwallowed the reward, &.found | 
it ſweet, why did he againe ſolicit God,in that which was geremptorily denied him? 
[ It his mindehad not been. bribed already,why did he ſtay the meſſenger?why did he 
expe a chahge in God?why was he willing to feed the with hope of ſucceſſe,which | 
nad led. himi with hope of recompence? One prohibition is enough for a good 
mMen.VVhiles the delay of God doth but hold us inſuſpence,importunity is bolyand 
ſcaſonable;bur when once hegives a reſolutedeniall,jr is prophane ſaucineſſeto fo- 
licite him. When we aske what weare bidden, our ſuites are not, more vehement 
than welcome;bur when we begge prokibited favours,our preſumption is trouble- 
( fome,andabominable : No/good heart will endureto be twice forbiddev, 
Yet this.1mportunity hadobrained a permiſſion; but a permiſhon worſe than ade. 
mall; Lheard God lay before, Goe not,uer curſe thempNow he ſayes, Goe, but curſe pot; | 
 Anongbeisangey that he did goe. Why did he permitthat which he forbade,it he be 
angry tor doingthat which he permitted? Some things God permits with an indig- 
| natiop;not for thathe gives leave rothea&,bur thathe gives a manover to his ſinne 
10 theaRt;this ſufferance implies not favour,but judgement : ſo did God bid:Balgar 
togne,as Salomon bids the young man follow the wayes of his owne heart. Iris onc 
| thing to like,agother thing to ſuffer; Moſes never approved thoſe legall divorces;yet 
he tolerated them ; God never liked Balasms journey,yet he diſpleaſedlygives way 
tit : aSifhedaid; Vell,fiace thouarr ſo hor, ſer on'this journey;be-gone.And/thus 
Balaary tooke at; elſe, when God afrer profeſſed his diſpleaſure for the; journey; it | 
hajd becnoartady anſwer, 7 hou commandedſt me;but herein his confeſſion argues his 
guilt. Balawnr ſuite and Ifracls Quailes had both one faſhion of grant;in anger. How 
wuchi berreris 22,0 have gratious denials,than angry yeeldinps2. i oGivit 
A fmall perſwaſion hattensthe willing : Ir booted notto bid the covetous Prophet] 
| haſten co his way. Now he makes himſelffure of fucceſſc; His cortuptheartrelshim,] 
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| fironger,the nearer he came ro his)edd : An Angellis therefore ſentto with-hold the: 


| morions. To'goe at ali when Gothhadt commanded 10 ſiay,waypreſuryptaous ; but 
 togoe witha defiretocurſe,wade the att doubly finfull,and fercht an Angelto reſiſt | 


| Godrefift their a&tions,while their perſons continue, | 
| | cies from hit; his very 'Aﬀe hath hiseyes opened to ſee the Angell, which his Mas | 


| is no beaſt deſerves fo mich wonder,as this of Balaaws, whoſe common ſenſe is ad: | 


L1s. V1. Of Baan, NED Py | 
A | 


curſe;and he ſaw how: this cuvſe might blefſe dimwith abtidance of wealth : he roſe 
up earlythercforc/ambiadied bis Aﬀe. The nigtitfeemed long to his forwardneſſe. 
Covetous nn necd neither.clock not bell-roawaken themrheir defires matethen 


ly can male us happy4 Gob Ko #27 bis OTH 307TES NOU Tow J 
We that ſee only the out-ſide of Balzgw,may tmarvell,why he that permitted him | 
to g0c, afterward oppatcs his goingbut God that ſaw hisbeatt, perceived what cor. 
rupt affei6scarriedhimthe ſaw;that hiscoverons deſires & wicked hopes;grew the 


haſty Sorteter; Our mward diſpofition'is the lite of our ations, according to that 
doth the God of ſpiritsjudgeus, :whiles mencenſure according to our external: 


ir. It is'0fie of the worthy jmployments of good Apge!s,to wake ſecret:oppoſition| 
ro evill defignes: Many a wicked aQthave they hindered without the knowledge of 
the agent, tis all onewith rhe Almighty to worke by Spirits-and menz-[d is: there- | 
fore our glory to berhus ſer on-worke: To ſtop the courſe ofevill;citherby diſſwa: 
ſion or viokence,is an Angelicall fervice, . || 5 | nh. 
In what dangerare wicked men that have Gods Angelstheir oppoſites Thi: devil 
moved him to goe,a good Angellteliſishim, If an beavenly Spirit lang inthe way 
of a Sorcerers {in,how much more ready are all thoſe ſpirituall powers, to ſtop the 
miſcartiages of Gods dearechildrent.how ofthad wefalne yet more; if thele Guat. 
dians had hot upheld os; whether by removing occaſions, or by calling in good in- 


have followed him in his ſtarting aſide,astro flophim ina narrow path :But even the. 
200d Angels havetheir ſtints in theirexecutions. God had ſomewhat morero doe 
with the tongue of Baſaam,and therefore he will nor have himſlaine;but withiigodz 
and fo withſtood, thathe (ball pale. It is nor fo much glory to God, to rake away 
wicked men,asto uſe their evillrohis owne holy purpoſes. How ſoone could the | 
Commander of heaven and earthirid theworld of bad members > But ſo (honld hee 
loſe the praiſe of working good byevill infiruments. Ir fufficeth that the angels of| 


Thar no man may marvell to ſce Balaarn have viſions from God,and utter prophe. | 


ſter could not; & his mouth opened to ſpeak more reaſonably than his Maſter. There | 


char as God had relented in his licence to goe;(0 he might perhaps inhis licetce ro | 


ceſtlefſe,Oh that weevuilt with as much eagetheſſe feeke the true riches, which ones» | 


ſtin&s?as our good indeavorsare'ofthindredbySati,loarc ourevil by goodangels; | 
elſe were not our prote&ion equalto our danger;8 we could neither fiand hor riſe; 
It had beene as eafie for the Angel to ſtrike Ba/aam,as to Rand inhis way; and to } 
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| Comemplations, Ere/VIL: | 


— —— Gm 


plead his ſimplicity andululnefſe of apprehending/ſpirituall thmgs, when heſces how | A 
| God exalts'the eyes ofa beaſt;toſee's ſpitir?whocan be proud of ſeeing viſions, ſince | | 
anil Anigeltappeared roabeaſt? neittier was hisſkin berter after It than ochers of his | 
kinde, Who can complaine of his-ewne radenefſe andiriabitity toreply-in a good | 
cauſe, weq the:very beattis inabledby Godro convincehiis Maſter 2: There 15no 
| mouth into which God cannot put words : and how oft doth he chooſe zhe: weake; | 
and aawiſe.coconfounid the learmod and mighty Ro 97.150 2h vinuaotacds 7, 
| -«Whirtadir beencberter for the-Afe to ſee theiAngelLifhe: had ruſhed ſtz]l upon 
| bis ford 2vils were:ag'voodnbr feen,as not avoided; burnow he declines the way | 
| id Ges bk burchen Itwere happy for perveufeſinners af they conld learne of this | 
beaſt rouhne away fromfore-ſecne judgements: The revrenging Angelbſtands be- | 
fore us;4ndithoughyweknow we ſhall as ſure dieas finne,yer we have notthe wit or | 
prace to ove backe;thongh it be with the hurtof: afoot £0 dave the body! wuh the | 
| paine of the body-to favetheleuley ico! Go gilt db nfo on 1's), £ ie hugo; 
bſeexyharfury andiſtripes rhe impatient Prophot.beſtowesmpon.ahus pore beaſt, | 
becqtiſe hewillnotgodon;yer ifhe had gone:on; hitnſclte hadperiſhed. How oft doe 
{ we willy thoſe things,thenotobtainingwheregts'mercy ?We- grudge tobe ſtaid in | 
the lwdy\rodeath,andflieuponthoſe which oppoſe aur perdicion; : + he! hl 4 
I doe not(as who would not expect)ſec Balaums haire ftayd uprightaoribimiclte | 
alighridg,andappatedarthis monſterof miracles : But, as itpo newstbing had. hap- 
pened.h rerfirnes words tothe beaſt;full of anger, void'of admiratianz Whether his 
trade of ſorcering had'ſo-inured himito Teceivervoyces ft6 his bFamiliars, in ſhape, of 
beaſts,chat this event ſecmed'nor frrange to him;Ot,whethex his rage,and coyetouſ- 
neſſe had (6 tranſported him, that he had\no leattre to.obſexye the unnaturaunu- 
ſalneſſt of the event; Some men make nothidig of theſe things, hich ayercome 0- 
thers with horrour and aſtoniſhment... . i P9343" "ons . 


EU EITY $13.4 91637%% ON GIIOW 2:7: 
Lheare the Angell of God rakmginotice of the:crneltyof Balaam tohis beaft:: his | 

krſt words'to the unmercifull Prophet,arc in expoſtulating of his wrong.Wee little 
chinke it; but God ſhall cans to anaccount forithe unkinde andicruelluſeges: of his 
Poore mare creatures : He hath madems Lords,not tyrants;owners,not rOrmentors; 
he that hath given us leaye to killthem, for our uſe, hath notgaven us Jeaye roabuſe 
chem ar'our pleaſarezthey'are ſo our drixdges, that they are our fellowes by creation. 
It was aſigne the Magician would cafily with ro ſirike Iſfael with a curſe, when hee 
wiſhed a fivord to ſtrike his harmeleſſe beaſt. It is falling into thoſe hands, whom 
beaſts findeunmercifull. GA, aft 1915 BY 

- Notwithſtanding rheſe rubs Balaam goes on,& is'notafraid torideon-that beaſt, 
whoſe voycehee had heard: Andnow,Polts are iped to Balac with the newes of ſo 
welcome aneſt : He rhar ſent Princes to fetch him,comes himſelfe on the way to | 
meet him; 'Althongh hecan ſay(42» not 1ableto promote thee2)yert he gives this high 
| reſpect to him as his better, from whom he expected the promotion of himlelfe, and 
| tis people; Oh the honour that hath been formerly. done by-heathens,to them thar 
{ have borriebut the face of Prophets! I ſhame,and grieve ta,compare the times and 
| men: Onely,O God, bethoumercifull to the contemptofi thy ſervants, 
Asifnothing needed bur the preſence of Balaem,the ſuperſtitious King(out of the 
[joy.of his hope)feaſts his gods,his Prophet, his Princes; and on the morrow carries 

him up tothe high places of his Idol. Who can doubr whether Balaam were a falſe 
prophet; thar ſees him ſacrificing in the mount of Beal? Hadhe beene from the true | 
God, he wonld rather have ſaid, Pull'medowne theſe.altars of Baal,than, Build me here_ 
ſeven others, The very place convinces him offalſhood and Idolatry;And why ſeven 
Altars? What needs all this pompe? When the rrue God neyer,required butone at 
once,ashimſelfe is one;why darh the falſe prophet call for noleſſethan ſeaven 2as if 
God ſtood ripon numbers? as jf the Almighty would hayc his power either.divided 
or limited? Here is nothing but a.glorious and magnificent prevence of deyotion.It 
| hath beene ever ſcene;har.the falſe worſhippers of God haye. made more pompous 

ſhewes;and'fairer flotriſhes of their peity,andreligion,than.the true... —- 


Now when Balaas ſees his fevenbullocks and ſcaveramsſmoking upon his ſeven | 
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Lis. VII, 7 Of Puineas: 


Aj Altars,he goes up higher into tyeimoum(as ſome counterfeit Moſes) to receive the 
anlyer of God.Bur will God meet with a Sorcerer? Will he make a Propher ofa | 
Magician 2 O man, who ſhall preſcribe God what inſtruments touſe : he knows how | 
to imploy,not only Saints,& Angels,bur wicked men, Beaſts,devils,to his own flo. 
ry: He that put words into the mouth of the Afſe,purs words into the mouth of a. | 
laz,the words do but paſſe from himzthey are rot polluted,becauſe they are not bis: 
asrhe Trunke,thorow whicha man ſpeaks, isnot more eloquent for the ſpeech that 
isutrered rhorow it. VVhat a notable proclamation had the Infidels wanted of Gods 
favour to his people,it Balaams tongue had not bin uſed > How many ſhall once lay, 
Lord,we have propheſied in thy name,that ſhall heare,Yerely 1 know you net. 
| What madnetle is this in Ba/aam ? He. thar found himſelfe conſtant in ſolliciting 
| thinkes to finde God nor conſtant in denying; and,as if that infinite Deity were nor 
the ſame every where,hopes to change ſucceile with places. Neither is that bold 
| forehead aſhamed to importune God againe in that, wherein his own mouth had re. 
ſtified an aſſurance of deniall. The reward was in one of his eyes,the revenging An- 
gell inthe other : I know not whether (for the time) hee moreloved the bribe, or 
teared the Angell, And whiles he is in this diſtraQion,his tongue blefſes againit his | 
heart,and his heart curſes againſt his rongue. Ir angers him that he dare not { peake | 
what he would;and now at Jaſtrather than loſe his hopes, he reſolves to ſpeak worſe 


than curſes, The feareof Gods judgements ina worldly hearr is at length overcome 
with the love of gaine. 
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| Of PaINngas. 


Alaamz pretended an haſt homeward:but he lingred ſolong that he left his 
! bones in Midian How juſtly did he periſh with the ſword of Iſrac],whoſe 
f\ Yo rongue had inſen{ibly ſlaine fo many thouſands of them? As ir is uſuall 
R&2 ſaid of the devill,that he goes away in a ſtench,ſo may it bee truly ſaid of 
this Prophet of his; according tothe faſhion of all hypocrites, his words were good, 
his a&ions abominable;he would not curſe,but he would adviſe,and his counlell is 
worſe thanacarſe;for his curſe had hurt none but himſelte, his coupfell colt the 
blood of 24000 liraclites. He that had heard God ſpeak by Balaam, would not look 
| for thedevill in the ſame mouth: and if God himſelf;had not witneſſed againſt him, 

who could beleeve that the ſame rongue which uttered fo divine prophecies, ſhould 
utter ſo villanous and curſed advice 2 Hypocriſie gaines this of men,that ir may doe 
evill unſuſpected : Burt now he that heard what he ſpake 1n Balac's care, hath bewray- 
ed, and condemned his counſell,and himſelte. : 

This policy was fetcht fromthe botrome othell.1t 1s not for lacke ofdefire that 
curſe not Iſrae); thou doeſtnot more wiſh their deſtruQtion, than Idoe thy wealth, 
and honour : Bur ſo long as they hold firme with God,there isno ſorcery againſt 7a. | 
cob;withdraw God fromthern, and they ſha!l fall alone,andcurſe themſelves, draw 
them into-{inne.,and thou ſhalt withdraw God from them. There isno ſinne more | 
plauſible than wantonneſſe; One fornication ſhall draw inanother, and both ſhal] 
fetch theanger of God after them; ſend your fairelt wome into their tents, their ſight 
(hall draw themro luſ}.their luſt to folly,their folly to Idolatry; avd now God (hal 
curſe them for thee,uraſked. Where Balaam did ſpeak wel,there was never any Pro- 
phet ſpake more divinely;where he ſpake ill,there was never any devill ſpake more 
deſperately:11l counſell ſeldome ſuccedeth not: Gods ſeed fals oftenour of the way, 
and rootes not, but the tares neverlightly amiſſe. This project of the wicked Mggicii 
was t00 proſperous, The daughters of Moab come into the tents of Iſrael, and have 
| captived thoſe whom the Aworites & Armalekites could nor refiſt.Our fit mother 
| Eve bequeathed this dowry to her daughters, that they ſhould be-ourhelpers to ſin; 
the weaker ſexe isthe ſironger inthis conqueſt: had che Moabites ſenttheir ſubtilleſi 
Counſellors,to perſwadethelſraelircs cotheir Idol-ſacrifices,they had beete repel. 
led with ſcorne;but now the beauty of their women 1s-over-eloquent and ſuccel- 
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fall. Thar which in the firſt world betrayed the ſonnes of God, hath now 1nſnared | A, 
Gods people; It had been happy for Iſrael if Balaam had uſed any charmes bur theſe, 
Ac it is the uſe of God to fetch glory ro himſelte our of the worſt actionsof Satan fo 
+ is the ogiſe of thatevill one(through the juſt permiſſion of the Almighty) to raiſe 
advantageto himſelfe from the fairelt peeces of the workmanſhip of God : No one 
meanes hath {o inriched hell, as beauritull faces. = . 
All [dols are abominable;bur this of Baal-Peor was.beſides the ſuperſtition of it, 

beaftly, Neither did Baal ever put on a fozme of fo much (ſhame,as this; yet very 1\- 
paofires are drawne 10 adore it. Vhen luſt hath blinded the CYCS,IL Carries a man 
whither it lifts; even beyond all differences of ſinne, A man beſotted with filthy de: 
ires,is fit for any villany. | 
whe n9 [eſſe crafty than Saran himſelfe;bur give him but roome in the eye, 
| he will ſoone be poſſeſſed of body and ſoule. Theſe Iſraelites firſt ſaw the faces of 
theſe Moabites and Midiavites, then they grew to like their preſence,from thence to 
rake pleaſurein their feaſts : From their boords they are drawne to their beds,from 
their beds to their Idols,and now they are joyned to Baal-Peor, and ſeparated from 
God, Bodily fornication is the way tO ſpirituall : Ifwe have made Idols of fleſh,ir is 
juſt robe given up to Id»ls of wood and (tones, If we have not graceto reſiſt the be- 
ginnings of ſinne, where ſhall we ſtay? If our toot ſlip intothe mouth of hel], it is a 
miracle to {top ere we COME TO the bottome, OR 3 oh 

Well might God be avgry,to ſce his people goe a whoring in this double fornica. 
riop;neither doth he {morher his wrath, but humſelfe {irikes with his plague , ant! 
bids Moſes Qirike with the ſword. He firikes the body,and bids Moſes ſirike the head. 
Ithadbin as caſe for him to plague the Rulers,as the vulgar : and one would thinke 
theſe ſhould be more properly reſerved for his immediate hand;and theſe he leaves 
ro the ſword of hnmane aurhority,that he might winne awe ro his own ordinances. 
As the ſins of great menareexemplary,ſfo are their puniſhments. Nothing procures 
ſo much credit to government,as (iriQ and 1mpartiall executions of great and noble 
offenders. Thoſe whom their ſins have imbaſed,deſerve no favour inthe puniſhment, 
As God knowes no honor,no royalty in matter of finne,no more may his Deputies. 
Contrarily,connivence at the outrages of the mighty,cuts the ſinewes of any State; 
neither doth anything make good lawes more contemptible,than the making diffe. 
rence of offenders;that ſmall ſacriledgesſhould be puniſhed, when great ones ride 
in triumph. 1f good ordinations turne once to Spiders webs,which are broken tho. 
' row by the bigger Flies,no hand will feare to {weepe them downe. 
| Godwasangry; Moſes and all good Iſraelitesgrieved;the beads hanged up; the 
| people plagued : yet behold,one of the Princes of Iſrael feares not to brave God & 
his Miniſters,in that {inne which he ſees ſo grievouſly revenged in others,I can never 
| wonder enouph at the impudence of this Iſracelite, Here is fornication, an odious 
ctime,and that ofan Iſraelire,whoſe name challenges holineſſe;yea,of a Prince of If. 
rael, whoſe praQice is a rule ro infertors;8& that with a woman of Midian,with who 
even a chaſtecontratt had bin unlawſull,and that withcontempr of all gOVELNMCnt: 
and that inthe face of Moſes and all Iſrael;and that ina time of mourning, and judg- 
ment for that ſame offence. Thoſe that have once paſſed the bounds of modeſty, 
 ſoone grow ſhameleſle in their finnes.VVhiles finne hides ic felfe incorners, there is 
yet hope; for, where thereis ſhame, there is poſſibility of grace; but wheonce it dare 
looke upon the Sunne,and ſends challenges to authority,the caſe is deſperate, and 
ripe for judgement. This great Simeonite thonght he might ſinneby priviledge; He 
g0es,as if he ſaid, VVho dares controll me? His nobility bath raiſed him above the 
reachof correction. Commonly,the ſins ofthe mighty are nor without preſumption, 
and therefore their vengeance'is no leſſe thantheir ſecurity;and theirpuniſhment is 
ſo much greater as their coceit ofimpunity 1s greater. All Iſrael ſaw this bold lewd-' 
neſſe of Zimr;;bur their hearrs & eyes were ſo tullofgriefe,that they had not roome 
enough for indignation, Phinecs lookt on with the reſt, -but with other affeQions. 
| When fie ſaw this defiance biddenito God,and this inſultation upon, the ſorrow of 

his people,that whiles they were wringing their hands,a proud miſcreantdurſt our. 
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an holy revenge; and now that hand which was uſed roa Cenſer, and ſacrificing 
knife,takes up his Javelin,8 with one ſiroke joynes theſe two bodies intheir death, 
which were joynedin their fin; and in the very flagrance of their luſt, makes a new 
way for their ſoules to their owne place, O noble and heroicall courage of Phineas ! 


face their humiliation with his wicked dalliance; his heart boyles with a de _ 


which as it was rewarded of God,ſo is worthy to bee admired of men. Hee doth not 
ſtand caſting offcruples; who am I to doe this? the ſon of the high Prieſt;My place is 
all for peace and mercy; It is for me to ſacrifice,& pray for the {in ofthe people, not 
to ſacrifice any of the people for their ſin.My duty cals me to appeaſe the anger of 
God,what I may,not to revenge the fins of men;to pray for their converſion,not to 
work the confuſion of any finnerzand who are theſe? Is not the one a great Prince in 
I{rae},the other a Princeſle of Midian? Can the death of two fo famous perſons goe 
nacevenged ? Orif it be ſafe, and fir, why doth my uncle Moſes rather ſhed his owne 
teares,than theirblood? I will mourne with the reſt; let them revenge whomit con- 
 cerneth, But the zeale of God hath barredontall weake deliberations; & he holds it 
| God loves this hear of zeale,in all the cariages of bis ſervanrs;and it it tranſport us 
roo far,he pardoneth the errors of our fervency, rather thi the indifferences of luke. | 
warmneſſe, As theſe two were more beaſts, than any that ever he ſacrificed,ſfo the 
ſhedding of their blood was the acceptableſt facrifice,that ever he offeredvnto God, 


now both his duty & his glory to be an cxecutioner of ſo thaineleſsa pair of offEders, | 


for both all Iſrael is freed from the plague,and al! his poſterity have the Prieſthood | 


entailed to them,fo long as the Jewes were a people. Next to our prayers,thereis no | 
betrer ſacrifice tha the blood of malefaCtors;not as it is theirs;bur as it is ſhed by au- | 
thority. Governors are faulty of rhoſle fins they puniſh nor. There can beeno berter 


gazing upon the wickednes of thetimes(ycaalthough w*® tears)unlets weendeavor 
to redreſle it; eſpecially publike perſ6s cary nottheir Javelin in their hid for nought. 

Every one is ready to aſke Phineas for his commitlion; and thoſe that are willing 
ro ſalve up the at, plead excraordinary jnſtinct from God,who(no doubt)wouldnot 


fight inany ſtare,thito ſeea maletaCtor at the gallows.[t 1s not enough for us to {t5d | 


have accepted that which himſelf wrovghr nor. But what need I'run fo farce for this 

| warrant ? when I heare God ſay to Moſes Hang ap all the heads of Iſrael;and Moſes ſay 
to the Vnder-Rulers, Every oxe ſlay his men that are joyned to Baal. Peor, Every Iſraclite 

is now made a Magiſtrate for this exccution;and why not Phineas amongit the reſt>} 

Doth his Prieſthood exempt him from the blood of ſinners > How then doth Sa 

muel hew Agaz in pieces ? Even thoſe may makeacarkaſſe, which-may not touch ir, 


jaſtice will beare out Phineas in thisaQ: It is not for every man to challenge thys of- 
fice,this which double proclamation allowed to Phineas. All that private perſons can 
doe,it is cirher to lift up their hands ro heaven for redrefle of finne, or to liftup their 
hands againſt thefinne,not againſt the perſon.}ho made thee a Indee,isa lawſull que- 
tion,if it meet witha perſon unwarranted. 

Now the finne is puniſhed, the plague ceaſeth. The revengeof God ſets out ever 
2 fer the (io;but if the revenge of men (which commonly comes later)can overtake 
ir,God gives over the chaſe. How oft hath rhe infliction of alefle puniſhment,avoy- 
ded a greater. There are none fo good friends to the State,as couragious and impar- 


| rhe prayers of them that ſir (till, and doenorhing., 
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And if Lev/gotthe Prieſthood,by ſhedding the blood of Idolaters;why may it not | 
| and with that Prieſthood,to ſpill the blood ofa fornicator and Idolater? Ordinary 


| riall Miniſters of juſtice. Theſe are the reconcilers of God and the people, more than 
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| ſervices had he done to his Maſter? Yet for one act of diſtruſt, he muſt bee 


—— 


—_—  —— 


| have done that wecame for,it istimefor us tO be gone; This earth is made only for 


a&ion.not for fruition : the ſervices of Gods children (bould bell rewarded, if they 
muſt lay here alwayes.Let no man think much that choſe are fetchr away which are 


| faithful] ro God;they ſhould not change,if it were not to theirpreferment, It is our 


folly that we would have good men live for ever,and acconntita hard meaſure,thar 
they were, Herhar lends them to the world,owes them a better turne thanthis earth 
can paythem.[t were injurious to wiſh,that goodneſle ſhould hinder any man from 
glory. $9 is the deathof Gods Saints precious ,that it 1Scertaine, 

Moſes muſtgoe up to mount Nebo,and die. The time,the place,and every circum. 
tance of his diſſolution is determined. That one dies inthe field,anorther in his bed, 
another in the water : one in a forraine Nation,another 1n his own, is fore-decreed 
in heaven, And,though we heare it not vocally, yet God hath called every man by 
his name,and ſaith, Die thoh there.One man ſeemes to die caſually,another by an in. 
expected violence : both fal by adeſtiny;S all is ſer downto us by aneternal decree, 
He that brought us into the world,will carry us out according to his own purpoſes, 

Moſes muſt aſcend up to thehill ro die. He received his charge for I{rael upon the 
bill of Sinaizand now he delivers up his charge upon the hill of Nebo : His brother 
Aaron dyed on one hill,he-on another. As Chriſt was transfigured onan hill, ſo was 
this excellent type of his;neither doubt I,but that theſe hils weretypes to the of that 
heaven wither they were aſpiring.lt 1s the goodnefle of our God, that heewill not 
have his children dye any where, but where they may ſee the Land of Promiſe be. 
fore them; neither can they deparr without much comfort,to have ſeene it: Contra. 
rily,a wicked mah that lookes downe, and ſees hell before him, how can he chooſe 
but fiade more horror in the end of death,than in the way ? 

How familiarly doth Moſes heare of hisend ! It 1s5no more betwixt God and Mo- 
ſes,bur,Goe up and dye.1f he had invited him toa meale,jit couldnor have been ina 
more ſociable compellation;no otherwiſe than Le ſaid to his other Prophet, Vp and 
eate. It is neither harſh, nor newesto Gods children,to heare or thinke of their de- 
parture; To them death harh loſt his horror, through acquaintance : Thoſe faces 

| which at firſt ſight ſeemed ill-favoured,by oft viewing, grow out of diſlike : They 

have ſo oft thought and reſolved of the neceſlity,and of the ifſucoftheir diſſolution, 
that they cannor hold ir either ſtrange or unwelcome : Hethat hath had ſuch entire 
converſation with God,cannot feare to goe to him, Thoſe that know him nor, or 
know that he will not know them,no marvel! ifthey tremble, 

This is no ſmall favour,that God warnes Moſes of his end;he that had ſo oft made 
Moſes of his counſel|, what hee meant to doe with Iirae], would not now doe ought 
with himſelfe, without his knowledge, ExpeCtation of any maine evenr,is a oreat ad. 
vantage to a wiſe heart; If the fiery chariot had fetcht away El;#s unlookt tor, wee 
ſhould have doubted of the favour of his tranſportation : It is a token of judgment, 
ro come as a theefe in the night.God torewarnes one by ſickneſſe, another by age, 
another by his ſecret inftin&s,to prepare for their end : If our hearts be not now in 
readineſſe,we are worthy to be ſurprized. | ROS. 
Butwhat is this I heare 2 Diſpleaſure mixed with love? and that to ſo faithfull a 
ſervantas Moſes? he mult but ſee the Land of Promiſe,he ſhall not tread upon it;be- 
cauſe he once, long agoe, ſinned in diſtruſting. Death,thovgh itwereto him an en- 
trance into glory,yet ſhall be alſo a chaſtiſement of his infidelity. How many noble 
proofes had Hoſes given pt his courageand firengrh of faith > How many gracious 
| Mes gathered 
to his Fathers, All our obediences cannot beare out one ſinne againſt God : How 
vainly ſhall we hope to make amends ro God for our formertreſpaſſes,by on rbetter 


\behaviour,when Moſes hath this ſinne laid in his diſh;after ſo many and worthy te- 


timonies of his fidelity > When we have forgotten our ſinnes, yet God remembers 


. . . 


come ofthemwith whom God hath tenne thouſand greater quarrels; thatamongſi 
iq « | L | ; v truth Aa. >, OS LM | 
many millions of ſinnes,have ſcattered ſome few ads offormall ſeryices 2 WfcMeſes 


|chem,and(although not inanger,yct)he calsfor our arrerages. Alas, what.(hall be- 
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| ault dicthe firſt death fox one fault,how ſhall they eſcape the ſecond for inning al-|/ | 
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| L1s.V II. Of thedeathofMos «s <. 
A | wayes > Even where God loves, he will not winke at finnczand ifhe doe not puniſh, 

yet he will chaſtiſe : How much lefſe cagir Rand with that eternall Juſtice, to ler 
wilfull finners eſcape judgement ? 


It might have beene juſt with God, to have reſerved the cauſe to himſelfe. and in 
a generalitie, to have told Moſes, that his ſfinne muſt ſhorten his journey : but it is | 
more of mercy, than juſtice, that hischildren ſhall know why they ſmart, That God 
may at once both juſtifie himſelfe, and humble them for their particular offences : 
| Thoſe ro whom he meanes vengeance, have nor the ſight of their ſinnes till they bee 
| paſt repentance. Complaine not that God upbraids thee with thy old finnes, who- 
focver thou art : but know itis an argument of love; whereas concealement is a 
 fearefull ſigne of a ſecret diſlike from God, 


B But what was that noted finne which deſerves this late exprobation, and ſhall ca. 


[Ty ſo ſharpe a chaſtiſement ? Iſrae] murmured for water, God bids Moſes; take the 
rod in his hand, and ſpeake to the rock to give water Moſes in ſtead of ipeaking,and | 
{iriking the rock with bis voice, ſtrikes it with the rod : Here was his finne: Anover- 
| reaching of his commiſſon;a fearetulnes and diſtruſt of the effe&. The rod, he knew, 
was approved for miracles; he knew not how powerfull his voice might be; there- 
fore hedid not ſpeake, bur ſirike, and be ſtroke twice for failing; And now, after 
theſe many yeares, he is ſtriken for it of God, It is a dangerousthing in divine mar. 
ters, to goe beyondonr warrant : Thoſe (innes which ſeeme triviall ro men, are hai- 
nous inthe account of God; Any thing that ſavours of infideliry,diſpleaſes him mor& 
than ſome other crimes of motality. Yetthe moving of the Rod was but a diverſe 
thing fromthe moviog of the tongue, it was not contrary; Hee did not forbid the 
xa, ery commanded the other : This was but acroſle the ſireame,not againſt if, 
' where ſhall chey appeare,whoſe whole courſesare quite contrary ro the Comman.- 
dements of God ? or or | 
| Uponthe a& done, God paſſeththe ſentence of reſtraining Aoſes with the reſt, 
fcom the promiſed Land : Now he performes it - Since that time, Moſes had many 
favours from God; all which conld not reverſethis decreed caftigation + Thar c> 
verlaſting rule is grounded upon the very eſſence of God, Iam 7chovah,l change nor. 
Our purpoſes are as our ſelves, fickle and incertaine; His are certaine, atid 1mmuta- 
ble : ſomethings which he reveales, healters; nothing thathe hath decreed; Befides 
the ſoule of Moſes (tothe glory whereof God principally intended this change) 1 
finde himcarefull oftwo things : His Succeſſor, and his Body : Moſes moves for the 
one: the other God doth unasked : He that was fo tender over the welfare of lira- 
el, in his life, would nor flacken his cate indeath; He takes no thought for himfelte 
(for he knew how gainfullan exchange he muſ} make.) All his care 1s for his charge. 
Some envious natures defireto be miſſed, when they muſt goc; and with that the 
| weakneſle, or want of a Succeſſor, may be the foile of their memory, and honour : 
Moſes is in acontrary diſpoſition, lt ſufficerh him not, to fiade contentment in his 
owne happineſſe, unleſſe he may have an affurance, that Iſrael ſhall proſper after 
him, Carnall mindes are all for themſelves, and makenſe of Henne onely for 
their owne advantages ; But good hearts looke ever to the future good of the 
Church, above their owne, againſt their owne. Moſes did well,to ſhew his good af- 
feionto his people; butin his filence God would have provided fortisowne : He 
that called him from the ſheepe of 1erhro, will not want a governe@ur for his choſen, 
to ſucceed him; God hath firred him,whomhe will chooſe, Who can be more meer, 
that he whoſe name, whoſe experience; whoſe graces might ſupply, yea revive Mo- 
ſes to the people > He thar ſearched the Land before, was fitteſt to guide Iſrael iti- 
coir; He that was indued with the Spirit of God; was the firreſt deputy for God ; 
He that abode ſtillin the Tabernacle of Ohel-moed, as Gods attendant,was fitteſt | 
| ro beſent forth from him, as his Lieutenant : Bute, oh che .unſearchable counſe!l of 
the Almighty ! Aged Celeb, and all the Princes of Iſrael are paſt over; and Joſhnathe | 
ſervant of Moſes, is choſen to ſucced his maſter, The eye of God is not blinded ci. 
ther with gifts, or with blood) or with beauty, or wich ſitcogth « but as in his eter. 
| nall ele&ijons, ſo inhis temporary, he will have metcy on whom he will. | 
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n | Contemplations. 


= Toſhna ſucceed Moſes; The very a&s of God of old wereallegories :, A 
| a = ine the —_ begins; we may ſee the Land of Promiſe in 
the Law;Onely JESvs the mediator of the new Teſtamentcan briog us into it. So 
was he a ſervant of the Law, that he ſupplies all the defeats of the Law rous: Hee | 
hath taken poſſeſſion ofthe promiſed Land tor us,he (hall carry us from this wilder. : 
PT oval kartiekſls ro any State, when their Governours are choſen by wor. 
thineſſe:and ſich eleions are everfrom Godzwhereas the intruſions of bribery and. 
injuſt favour or violence,as they makethe common-wealth miſerable;fo they come 
Eom him which is the author ofconfuſion :Woe be to that State that ſuffers it; woe 
be to that perſon that workes it,forboth of them have ſold themſelves; rhe one to 
ſervitude,the other to ſinne. | OR x 

I doe not heare Moſes repine at Gods choyce,and grudge that this Scepter of his 
| is not hereditary:burthe willingly laies hands upon his ſervant,to conſecrate him for 
{ his ſucceſſor. Joſhua was a good man, yet he had ſome ſparkes of envy;for when Eldad 
and Medad propheſied,he ftomackt it;(My Lord Moſes,forbid them.) Hee that would 
not abide two ofthe Elders of Iſracl to prophefic,how would hee have allowed his 
ſervant to fit in histhrone > VVhat an example of meekneſs(beſidesall the reſt)doth 
he here ſeein this laſt at ofhismaſter,who withour all murmuring afſignes his chair 
of State to his Page? It is all one to a graciotis heart, whom God will pleaſe to ad- 
vance : Emulation and diſcontentment are the affte&ions of carnall mindes. Humili- 
ty goes ever with regenieration; which reaches a man ro thinke(what ever honourbe 
pur upon others) have more than I am wotthy of. 

The ſame God that by the hands of his Angels caried up the ſoule of Moſes to his 
glory, dothalfo by the hand ofhis Angels cary his body downe intothe valley of 
Moab,to his ſepulture. Thoſe hands which had takenthe Law from him,thoſe eyes 
that had ſeene his preſence, thoſe lips that had conferred ſo oft with him, that face 
char did fo ſhine with the beames of his glory ,may nor be neglected when the ſoule 
is gone : He that tooke charge of his birth & preſervation in the Reeds;takes charge 
of his cariage out of the world : The care of God ceaſeth not over his owne, either 
indeath or after it, How juſtly doe we takecare of the comely burials of out friends, 
when God hirmſelfe gives us this example ! | 
If the miniſtery of man had beeneuſed in this grave of Moſe:,the place might have 
beeneknowneto the Iſraclites:but God purpoſely conceales thistreaſure,both'from 
| menand Devils; that ſo he might both croſle their euriofity,and prevent their ſuper. 
ſtition, If God had loved the adoration of his ſervants relikes; he could never have 
had a fitter oportunity for this devoris,than inthe body of Moſes.Itis folly to place 
Religion in thoſe things, which God hides on purpoſe fromus; It is not the property 
of the Almighty,to reſtraine us from good, | | 

Yet that divine hand which lockt up this treaſure,and kept the key of it,broughe 
it forth afterwards , glorious. In the transfiguration, this body which was 
hid inthe valley of Moab, appearcd in the hill of Tabor, that wee may 
know,theſe bodics ofours arenot loſt, but laid up;and (hall as 
as ſure bee raiſed inglory,as they are layd downe incor- 

ruption. VWe know that whenhee ſhall appeare; 
we ſhall alſo appearewith him 
in Glory, 
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d Ed of the generall condition of the people, and Land { theſe ewb 
2» 4 finde out the beſtentrance inco the next part of the Countrey, 
IJ ahdinto their greateſt City. 1oſhua bimſelfe was full of Gods 
S) Spirit, and had the Oracle of God ready for his direion : yer | 
| — now he goes not to the Propitiatory for conſultation, but to | 
the Spics.Except where ordiary means faile us,it is no appealing to the immediate | 
help of God; we may nor ſeek to the poſterne,bur where the common pare is (htit,.Ic | 
was promiſed 7oſhua,that he ſhould lead Ifracl into the promiſed Land, yethe khew 
it was unſafe topreſume. The condition of his provident care was included in that 
aſſurance bf ſucceſſe; Heaven is promiſed to us,but not to our careleſneſſe,infideli. | 
ty,diſobedience. He that hath ſer this bleſſed Inherirance before us,preſuppoſes our 
wiſedome, faith, holineſle. 

Either force or policy are fit to beuſed unto Canaanites:Hs that wovld be happy. | 
in this ſpitituall warfarre,mult know wherethe ſtrength of his enemy lyeth, and 
muſt frame his guard according to the others aſſault. Ir isa great advantage to a | 
Chriſtian,to know the faſhion of Sarans onſers, that he may the more eafily com | 
poſe himſelfetoreſfift; Many a ſople hath miſcaried, through the ignorance of his | 
enemy;which had not periſhed, ifir had well knowne that the weakneſle of Satan | 
ſtands inbur faith; 4% Gn | 7 

The Spies can findeno other lodging, but R4habs houſe: Shee was d viAualier by | 
profeſſion,and(as thoſe perſons and trades,by reaſon of che commotneſſe ofenter- 
tainment,were among the Jewes infamous by name,and note) (hee was Rahab the | 
| Harlot,I will northinke ſhe profeſſed kilthinefſe : onely her publike trade(chrough | 
the corruption of thoſe rimes)hath caſt upon her this name of reproach; yea;rathet | 


will I admitec het faich,than make cxcuſes for her calling. How many wome in Iſrael | 


nn Ahbhbg 


# th. it. Hh. —yY th. a - 2@ a. 


(WY Miriam was dead)have given {tich proofes of theirknowledge and faith? How 
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Contemplations. 


hm. a les — —— 


EiB.V H1).:: 
oble i : confeſſion, which ſhe makes of thc power and truth of God ? Yea, lee A 
Frags join Diſcipls of God,vut a Prophereſſe,OT it the had ogcebcen publike, 
| as her houſe was;now ſhe is a chaſte and worthy Convertzand ſo approved her ſelfe 
Orhoneſt and wiſe behaviour.,that ſhe isthought worthy tobethegreat Grandmo. 
ther of Davids Father: and the holy Line of the Meſſias, is not aſhamed to admit 
her intothar happy Pedigree. The mercy ofour God doth not meaſure us by, what 
we wertzIt would bewide with the beſt of vs,ifrhe eye of God ſhould looke back. 
ward to our former eſtate : there he ſhould ſce Abrahaman Idolater,PaulaPerſecu. 
ror, Manaſſes a Necromancer, Mary Magdalen a Curtizanzand the beſt vile enopgh to | 
be aſhamed of himſelfe. Who can deſpaire of mercy that ſees even Raþab fetchrinto 
the blood of Iſracl,and Line of Chriſt? SED SYN 
If R4hab had not received theſe Spies,but asunknowne paſſengers,with reſpeQ to 
their money,and notto their errand,it had been no praiſe;for in ſuch caſesthe thank 
is rather to the gueſt, thanto the Oaft; bur now ſhee knew their purpolſe;ſhee knew 
that the harbour of them wasthedariger of herowne life;and yet ſhe hazzards this 
entercainment. Either faith or friendſhip are never tried,bur incxtremiries.To (hew 
countenance to the meſſengers of God, whiles the publike face ofthe State ſmiles 
uponthem, is but a curtelie of.courſe; but to hice our owne lives intheirs, when 
they are perſecuted, isanaGQt that lookes for a reward. T heſe times need not favour, 
we know not what may come : Alas ! how likely is it that they would ſhelter chem 
in danger,which reſpe& them notin proſperity ? 
All intelligences of State come firſt tothe Court; Itmoſt concerns Princes to har- 
ken after the affaireg of cach other.lf this poore Inholder knew of the Seadrycd up 
| before Ifracl,and of the diſcomfirure of 072 and Schon; Surely this rumour was ſtale | 
with the King of Iericho;he had heard itand feared; and yet in ficad of ſending Am. | 
baſſadours fur peace,hefends Purſuivants for the Spies, The ſpirit of 4hab melted 
with that ſame report, wherewith the King of 1ericho was hardened : All make not 
one uſe of the meſſages ofthe proceedings of God. | 

The King ſends ro tell her what ſhe knew;ſhee had not hid them, if ſhee had not 
knowantheir errand, I know not whether farſt co wonderat the gracious proviſion of 
God for the Spies,or at the firong faith which hee hath wrought in the heart of a 
 weake woman;two ſtrangers, [{raclites, Spies(and noted for thele)ina forraine,inan 
hoſtile Land, have a ſafe harbour provided them, even amongſt cheir enemies; In 
lericho,at the very Court-gare,againſt the Proclamation ofa King againſt the indea- 
| vours of the people. Where cannot the God of heaven either find or raile up friends 
| ro his owne cauſe and ſervants ? 
| Who could have hoped for ſuch faich in Rahab? which contemned her life forthe 
preſent, that ſhe might ſave it tor the fururezneglected her own King and Countrey, 
for ſtrapgers which ſhe never ſaw;and more teared the deſtruction of that Ciry, be- 
fore it knew that it had an adverlary,than the diſpleaſure ofher King, in the mortall 
revenge of thar,which he would have accounted trechery. She brings themup to the 
roofe of her houſe,and hides them with ſtalkes of flaxe: That plant which was made 
to hide rhe body from nakednefle and ſhame, now is uſed to hide the Spies from 
death. Never could theſe ſtalkeshavebeene improved fo well with all her houſe- 
wifry,after they were bruiſed, as now before they were fitted to her wheele:Of theſe 
the hath woven an everlaſting webbe, both of life and propagation. And now her 
rongue hides them no lefſe than her hand : her charity was goud, her excuſe was not 
go0d.Evill may not be donethat good may come of it; we may doe any thing bur ſinne, 
tor promoting a good cauſc : And if not in ſome maine occaſions; how ſhall God 
rake it, that we are not dainty of falſhoods in trifles? 

No man will looke that theſe Spics could take any ſound ſleepe in theſe beds of 
ftalkes;itis enough forthem that they live,though they reſt not, And now when the 
heard Rabab comming up the ſtaires,doubtleſſe they looked for anexecutioner:but 
| behold;flie comes up with a meſſage berrer than their ſleepe,adding ro their prote. 
(tion, advice for their future ſafety;whereto ſhe makes way bya fairhfull report of 

Gods formet wondets,and the preſent diſpoſitionof her people;and by wiſe __ 
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LV ÞH; Of Ranas, 
A | lations for the lite and ſecurity of her Family, The newes of Gods miraculous _ 
ceedings for Iſrael, have made. her reſolve of their ſucceſſe, andthe ruines of Jericho. 
Then onely doe we make aright uſe of the works of God, when by his judgements 
upon others, we are warnedto avoid our owne. He intends his acts for preſidents of 
juſtice. fn] | Peet 1g | 
Theparents and brethren of Rahab rake their reſt; They are not troubled with the 
feare & care of the ſucceſſe of Iſrae],but ſecurely goe with the current of thepreſent 
-condirion : She watchesfor them all, and breakes her mid-nighrleepe to prevent 
their laſt.One wiſe and faithfull perſon does well in an houſe;where all are careleſſe 
there is no comfort, but in periſhing rogerher.It had been an il|nature in Rahab,if ſhe 
had been content robe faved alone : thar her love might be a match to her faith, ſhe 
covenants for all her Family;and ſorerurnes life ro thoſe,of whom ſheereceived it. 
Bur the bond of nature, and of grace, will draw all ours to the participation of the 
ne nod WRLoOmene:. ooo ooo i io atg Fe 
It had been never the better for the Spies, ifafter this nights lodging they had been 
rurned out of doores to the hazard of the way; for fo the purſtters had light upon 
them,and prevented their returne with their death.. Rahabs counſell therefore was 
better than her harbour;which ſent them(no doubr,with victuals in their hands) ro 
ſeek ſafery inthe mounrains,till the heat of thar ſearch were paſt. He that hath give 
as charge of our lives, will not ſuffer us to caſt them upon wilfull adventures : Had 
not theſe Spics hid themſelves in thoſe Deſart hils, Iirael had wanted direQors for 
their enterpriſes. There isnothing more expedient for the Church,than that ſyme of 
Gods faithtull meſſengers ſhould withdraw themſelves, and give way to perſecuti- 
| ons.Courage in thoſe thar muſt die,is nota greater advantage to the Goſpell, than a 
prudent retiring of thoſe, which may ſurvive,to maintaine and propagate it.,, .| 
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It was a juſt and reaſonable tranſaction berwixt them,thar her life ſhould be ſaved | 
i by them,which had faved theirs; They owe no lefſe to her,towhom they were not j 
ſo much gueſts as priſoners : and now they paſſe not theirpromiſe onely, but their 
oath.They were ſtrangers to R4hab,and for ought ſhe knew,mighr.have been. god- 
lefſe : yer ſhe dares truſt her life upon their oath. So ſacred and inviolable hath this 
| bond ever beene.that an heathen woman thought her ſelfe ſecure upon the oath of | 
an Iſraelite. | oo. -þ 
Neither is ſhe more confident of their oath raken, than they are cateful both of ta- 
king and performing it.So farre are they fromdefiring to ſalveupany breachofpro- | 
miſe,by equivocation,that they explaine all conditions; and wouldpreyent all poſſi. | 
bilities of violation. All Rehabs Family muſt be gathered inro her houſe;and that red } 
cord.which was an inſtrument of their delivery,muſt be a ſigne of hers. Behold,this | 
is the ſaving colour : The deſtroying Angell ſees the doore-cheekes of the [{taelites | 
ſprinkled with red,and paſſes them over. The Warriours of Iſrael ſee the window of | 
Rehab died with red,and fave her family from the common deſtruftion.Ifour foules | 
haye this tin&ture of the precious blood of oar Saviour , upon our doores or win- 
dowes, we are ſafe. L | Ln 
Bur if any one of the brethren of Rehab ſhall fly from this red flap,and roveabour | 
| the Ciry,and not containe himſelfe under thatroofe,which hid the Spies,ir is vaine | 


p 


- Y 
, m_ wy _ 
$065 , A 4 = Ay - Ao 7 . $0. > wp. - fl 
of y 4 _ PR ny — - - - - p - " £7. "7 AY _ ©. 4 . of 7% 
ond w _ by - < a. b D Co, - . - - i FA « » Row oo A Wag Ns 
. - >" £ " es * - & . « ay + - _— ” , - ” =: _ 4 _—_ a M be P i D>\ al CS 
_ dg rY A. ” we T ” n __—— LT f, 
_ oO = 2» - w_—_— - — I m—_ m - _ - 4 5 — _ __ 4 - . *: > rf 5 

- _ s nm _ <- - w_ _— Cabot os - > » -_ GY ng ee _ oy 4 - _ EI W-e " -- bo ” "rs x ww Ant Aras & xv ” «yr 4.0 gt ” «AE eb - - "2, a __ * 302 ite "a, 
® " # k .- = N . 4 þ* _—_ o £ 4b, A a4 PR "——_— ”_ -;, 4 IGOR. s , . x X - 4; _ 43 —_ ores —IR—_ 24. A > > - 

” " ; a ks 3.5 45 v 4 _— Lo. Reed | - J ” . G | (Ev <6 -_ ; . ge - ” - i” ay era _ - _ « _ NO cemg i _— "> 4 _ « 
£92 98 a 3 > : a Ws, y : 7 a bo” _— hou 6 4 * « A = * - pps br <""% ION a RAR - 1 «WC F--2 Be i oa . ——_ ue rele " — « of © Zoe : _ L b "a2" owt w k 4 F SP (her. 

- Jo" a Ares ONE ts a ra ND) <3. rorhce. Au PW 2 Prot by a were — I Fo - 2 » - # £24 P >» Cr ja —_— = A i re FI ' : DOR » : +_AEIE ON IT aw Þ = 8 A. =” as ” wb % F bn. FA | Bone if - + i# of a 
oP v4 - > o_ i bs "gn WW», _ — pads Bren, - <* 4 - " <. . gone» rp Wayne _ "oe * = - _ < ” * þe ” . 4 w rs Low *t " - = + WY GTS ds 32S -f "38 ——— 4 F-4t $4 - © Ih _ 
Le -- I I em I] 2 ; CY TT TY con ES eigen ——— BIS m7 : Md Soy bor GE wt = #% , = EC + "2 L, 
my op $ps þÞE —_————  —— ics, co by "een Fn 4 OE mc" _ Ft Py Wn! Rpt : Ls, 6, SS Boe, "5 ®; IM « wa MD an pot ki Sv 0 F —— 4 oe = & 7 * » R 1 Re x oh g - $ 3 xc 4 th ſt Og 
- Þ ms AL os th 6" de. 7 99 Rs WEIR - PX Ny Fo : - = ' - "—_ . - 4 » " ___ yp a. 2, 4 - , , 4 = p as — _ Rb, vs 6 ot ” - 
- LL 7 wi. oe : hs ws «a 5 6 « n , SF. 4 "I. Sas - b _ ns - s — a, 4 os. S mm L 1 "4h h 7” Fn " - A 
Sr OCT SED Cn ER ad —_— x ; I entries. + GE - 2 OS TIER NOT OI TILT CRIES, oF SN OO oe"; A MOLE elf» de” ne! AS. ym ag» 5 aw; % 6 —_— => 4 
- - ,—* 200 Soon nl _ . rang ee no ey re ILY EAR. Rs K þ+. gt #.+ « : a,” OS. OS gn 6 —_— -_ tO. 5 1 ” - | —— — 3 bt , watt 4 RR 
FE ” ESSEX. Lo X < '" @ £ % DE nth , omg nts ru 4 god Goind” EI 274 £ » Pb ory ye as A, p_ -— 4 y . , _ _— - —_ - "pee _— 
Sn Y —— tC mn” LE - SY 4 * RIP, * —_ hg : ch ooky* tw _ ph bam - p” Ar 0% rr "*X F y _— ny + the > 
by Par y 4 ” S p: G 4 I T —_ _ - 4 a, Oe Pre "Ji, "0 & . aver 4 —_ - P - i by 
x am, » 5 G - hoo a > 4 « 
3 e—— + —_ - "Y 2 9 vpn hel . 0 
x 


- - 
Sw : <2 * 29> - 
- ws _- - - —_— _s L Þo «Ka 
Pp m_—_ ht u—_ * 4 - 
re i _— "i to por 
"=. - ag 2x a» . "9 þ 
* ., Opin rd 2 IE, - 8 ad «=. _— 
” MO a beg, me ay hn a" 4 - 
*y - - - 
wages pines oe : = 84 * = 
"_ I » oe 5 wa - - 
> rf HE So EF ae + OS 20 0 I PIE 
di EE —_ mY A 
- - FS cd our oy £ 
—=. ” SAC nn ——_ AC IWR NR oC 5 x5 b 
rw . "2, 4 th 39 a Sus eas 
_ = =» _ - _ — 
oy —_ JS. 6d as, [2 
£ 3%.s > £ 
& « ws" eg J 
ay —_—_ n- vc * v7 Ant 1 
” wi, Ws, Ap rs 
* St 9g - ag 1h. 8 je 
" FE ta 
BY 7 
3 d 


Bin 


* Srongh 


for him to tell the avengers,that heis R4habs brother : That ticle will net ſave him 

| inthe ſtreet,within doores it will. Ifwe will wanderour of the limits that God hath | 
| ſet us,we caſt out ſelyes out of his proteQtion;we cannot challenge the benefit of his | 
eraciotis Preſetvatiori,andour moſt precious Redemption, when we fly out into the | 
by-wayes of our owne hearts; not for innocence, bur for ſafety and harbour : The | 
Church is that houſe of 24h4b,whichis ſaved when all Jericho ſhall periſh. Whiles 
we keepe us in the liſts thereof,we cannot miſ-cary,through miſ-opinior ;but when 
once werunne our of it,let us looke for judgement fromGod,and errourin.our own 
judgement. 29, 
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He two Spies returned with newes of the victory that ſhould be. I doe 

© not heare them ſay,The Land is unpeopled, or the people are unfurni- 
l ſhed with armes;unſkilfull in the diſcipline of warre;but(They faint; be. 

$15) (a A canſe of us;therefore their Land gours.)Either ſucceſſe or diſcomfiture be. 
Dag ns cycrat the heart. A mans inward diſpoſition doth more than pre- 
ſage the event. As a man raiſes up his owne keart before his fall, and depreſſes it be. 
fore hisglory;ſo God raiſes it up before bus cxaltation,and caſts 1t downe before his 
| rnine, Ic is no otherwiſe in our ſpirituallconflits;lt Satan ſee us once faint, he gives 
himſclfe che day, There 15 No way tO ſafty,bur that our hearts be the laſt that ſhall 
yeeld. Thar whichthe Heathensattriduted to Fortune, we may jaſtly to the hand of 
| God:that he ſpeederh thoſe that are forward, All the ground that wee looſe, is given 
ro our adverſaries. ; : | 

This newes isbrought bur over-night; 7oſhua is on his way by morning, and pre. 

vents the Sunne for haſt. Delayes,whether in the buſineſſe of God or our owne, are 
hatefull and prejudiciall, Many a one looſes the Land of Promiſe by liogring;it wee 
neglect Gods time, it is juſt with him to croſle usin ours, ; 
| Jofbua haſtens till he have brought Iſrael to the verge of the promiſed Land:'No- 
thing parts them now but the river of Jordan. There he flayes a time; that the Iſrac- 
lites might feed themſelves a while with rhe fight of that, which they ſhould after- 
wards enjoy. That which they had beene forty yeares in ſeeking,may not bee ſeized 
upontoo ſuddenly : God loves to give us coolesand hears inour defires;and will ſo 
allay our joyes,that their fruition hurt us not, He knowes, that as it is in meates,the 
long forbearance whereof cauſesa ſurfet,when we come to full feed : ſo it fares in 
the contentments of the minde; therefore he feedsus nor with the diſh,but with the 
{poone;and will have us neither cloyed nor famiſhed, If the mercy of God have 
brought us within (ight of heaven,let us be content to pauſe a while, and upon the 
bankes of Jordat;fit our ſelves for our entrance, , 

Now that [ſrgel is brought to the brim of Canaan;the cloud is vaniſhed whichled 
them all the way : and as ſoone as they have but croſſed Jordan,the Manna ceaſeth, 
which noutiſht them all the way. The cloud and Manna were for their paſſage, not 
for their reſt;for the wilderneſs,not for Canai.lt were as cafie for God to work mi- 
| racles alwayes;but he knows, that cuſiome werethe way to make them no miracles. 
He goes by-wayes but till hee have brought us into the Roade, - and then hee refers 
us to his ordinary proceedings, That Ifrae}ite ſhould have beene very fooliſh, that 
would till have faid,I will not flir till I ſee rhe cloud, I will not cate unleſſe I may 
have that food of Angels. Wherefore ſervesthe Arke but fortheir dire&ion? where- 
| fore ſerves the Wheat of Canaap but for bread > So,fond is that Chriſtian, that will 
till depend upon expectation of miracles,after the fulneſſe of Gods Kingdome, If 
God bearc us in his armes when we are children,yet when we are well 2rowne hee 
lookes we ſhould goe on our ownie feet;it is enough that he vpholdsus,though hee 
carry us not. 17 | 

He that hitherto had gone before them inthe cloud,doth now goebefore them in 
the Arkezrhe ſame guide,in twodivers fignes of his preſence. The cloud was for Mo- 
ſes, the Ark for Joſhua's time : the cloud was fit for Moſes;the Law offeredus Chriſt, 
but enwrapped in manyobſcurities, If he were ſcene in the clond, he was heard from 
the cover of the Ark. Why wasit the Arke of the. Teſtimony,but becauſe it witneſ. 
ſed both his preſence and love ? Andwithin it,were his Word,the Law:and higGa- 
ment,the Manna.” VWho can wiſh a better Guide,than the God of Heaven in his 
Word,and Sacraments 2 Who can know the way into the Land of Promiſe, ſowell 
as he that ownes it ? And what meanes can better dire us thither,than thoſe of his 
Inſtitution > | pet ER TVET P29 ON REY 

Thar Ark which before was as the heart,is now as the head, It was in the middeſt* 
of Iſrael, whiles they camped inthe Deſart;now when the cloud is removed , itis in | 
| the: 
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| Lins.V II. Of the death of Mos Ds, 


Aſ[ the front ofthe Army; Thar as before they depended upon irfor lite, to now they 
ſhould for direion. It muſt goe before them on the ſhoulders of the ſons of Lew: 
rhey muſt follow it,burt within ſrght,not within breathing. The Levites may not 
touch the Arke,bur onely the barres: The l{raclites may notapproach nearer tharta 
chouſand paces to it. Whatawfull reſpgets doth God require to bee given unto the 
teſtimony of his preſence?Yzz4h paid deare for touching itzthe men of Bethſhemeſh 
for looking i0to1t. Tr isa dangerous thing to be roo bold with the Ordinances of 
God, Though the liraelites were ſanified, yet they might not come neare either 
the mount Sina!,when the Law was delivered,or the Arke ofthe Covenant, where. 
in the Law was writte. How fearfu]l ſhal their eſtate be, that come with unhallowed 
hearts and hands to the VVordofthe Goſpell,and the true Manna of the Euangeli- 
call Sacrament? As we uſe to ſay of the Court and of fire,ſo may we of theſe Divine 
Inſtitutions, We freeze if webe far off from them; and if we be more neare than be- 
firs us, we burne.Vnder the Law we might looke at Chriſt al»ofe, now under the 
Goſpell we may come neare him: Hecals us to him; yea,he enters into us, 

Neither was ironely for reverence that the Arke muſt be, not ſtumbledat, but 
waited o0n,a farre; butalſo for convenience,borh of hight and paſſage : Thoſe things | 
that arc neare us,though they be leſle;fill our eye; Neither could ſo many thouſand 
eyes ſee the ſame object upona level,but by diſtance; It would nor content God,that 
one {ſraclite ſhouldtell another, Now the Arke goes, now it turnes, now it ſtands; 
but he would have every one his owne witnefle.VVhat can bee fo comfortable to a 
good heart,as to ſee the pledges of Gods preſence and favoar ? To heare rhe loving | 
kindneſſes of God is pleaſant,but tobehold and feele the evidences ofhis mercy, 1s 
unſpeakeably deleQable : Hence the Saints of God,not contenting themſelves with 
faith have ſtill praicd for fight and fruition,and mourned when they have wanted ir. | 
Whar an happy proſpect hath God ſer before us, of Chriſt Jeſus crucified for us, 
and offeiedunto us ? | | 

Ere God will worke a miracle before Iſrael, they have charge to bee ſandtified. 
There is an holineſſe required ro make us either patients or beholders ofthe great 
workes of God;how much more when wee ſhould bee actors 1 his ſacred ſervices? | 
There is more uſe of fanCtification, when we muſt preſent ſomething to God, than 
when he. muſt doe ought to us. | | 

The ſame power thardivided the Red-ſea before Moſes,divides Jordan before 7. | 
ſbua,that they might ſee the Arke no leſle effeuall thanthe clovd,and the hand of | 
God as preſent with 7oſhua,to brivg them intoCanaan,as it was with Moſes to bring : 
them our of Fgypt : The bearers of the Arke had need bee fairhfull; they muſt firft 
ſet their foot into the ſtreams of Jordan,and beleeve that it will give way; The ſame 
faith that led Peter upon the water, muſt carry rhem into it. There can be no Chrifti- 
an without beliefe in God; bur rhoſe that are neare to God inhis immediate ſervi- 
ces, muſt goe before us no leſle in beleeving,rhan they doe 1n example. | 

The waters know their Maker : That Jordan that flowed with full ſtreams when | 
Chriſt went into it to bee baptized, now gives way whenthe ſame God muſt paſſe 
thorow it in ſtate; then there was uſe of his water,now of his ſand : I heare no news 
of any Rod to ſtrike the waters; the preſence of the Arke of the Lord God,the Lord 
ofa!| the World,is ſigne enough to theſe VYaves;which now,as ifa ſinew were bro- 
ken, runbacketo their Iſſues,and dare nor ſo much as wet the feet of the Prie(ls that 
bore ir; What ayled thee,0 Sea,that thou fleddeſt ,and thou Iordanythat thoa wert driven 
back > Ye mountaines,that ye leaped like Rammes, andye little hils dike Lambes ? The earth 
irembled at the preſence of the Lord: at the preſence of the God of Tacob, How obſervant are 
all the Creatures to the God that madethem ? How glorious a God doe we ſerve ? 
whom all the powers of the Heavensand Elements are willingly ſubje& unto; and 
gladly take that nature which he pleaſes to give them. He could have made Jordan. 
| like ſome ſolid pavement of Chryſtall for the Lraelites feer to have trod upon, but 
this worke had not been ſo magnificent, Every ſtrong Froſt congealesthe water in a 
naturall courſe;but for the River to ſtand ſtill, and runne on heapes,and to bee made 
a liquid wall forthe paſſage of Gods people, is,tor Nature to runne out ofit ſc wh 
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| naanites Rand our againſtus when the Seas and Rivers give us way 2 With what joy 


Contemplations, Lis. VIIL 


doe homage ro her Creator : Now muſtthe ſralites needs think; How can the Ca. | A 


did they now trample upon the dry channell of Jordan,whiles they might ſeethe dry ) 
Deſarts overcome:;the promiſed Land before them the very waters ſo glad of them 
that they rannebacke to welcome them into Canaan? The paſſages into our promi. 
ſed Land aretroubleſome and perillous; and evenat laſt ,Ooffer themſelves to us the 
main hindrances of our ſfalvation;which after al our hopes threaten to defeat us:for 
what will it availe us to have paſſed a Wilderneſle, it the waves of Jordan ſhould 
ſwallow us up? But the ſame hand that hath made the way hard, bath made it ſure : 
Herhat madethe Wilderneſſe comfortable,will make Jordan dry; he will mater 
all difficulties for vs; and thoſe things which we moſt feared, will he make moſt ſo. 
veraigne and beneficiall rous.O God,as wc have truſted thee with the beginning, fo 
will we with the finiſhing of our glory. Faithfull art thouthar haſt promiſed, which 
wilt alſodoe it. 

He that led them about, in forty yeares journey,thorow the wilderneſſe,yet now 
leadsthem the neareſt cut to Jericho; Hee will nor ſo much as ſceke fora Fooxd for 
| their paſſage;but dividesthe waters, What a ſ1ght wasthis to their heathen adver- 
ſaries,to ſee the waters make both a lane,and a wall for Iſrae]?their hearts could nor 
choote but be broken,to ſee the ſtreames broken offfor a way to their enemies. I do 
not ſee loſhuahaſting thorow this channell, as ifhee feared leſt the Tide of Jordan 
ſhould returne;but as knowing that watery wall fironger than the walls of Jericho, 
he paces ſlowly : And leſt this miracle ſhould paſſe away with themſelves, he com- 
mands twelve {tones tobe taken out of the channell of Jordan, by twelve ſeleted 
men from every Tribe,which ſball be pitched in Gilgal;and twelve other ſtones to 
be ſet in themid{t of Jordan,where the feet of rhe Prieſts had ſtood with the Arke; 
Thar ſo both land and water might teſtifie the miraculous way of Iſrael, whiles it 
hould be ſaid of the one, Theſe ſtones were ferchc out of the pavement of Jordan;of 
the other, There did the Arkereſt whiles we walked dry-fhod thorew the deepes of 
Jordan : of the one, Jordan was onee as dry as this Gilgal;of the other, Thoſe waves 
whichdrowne theſe ſtones, had ſodrowned us, if the power ofthe Almighty had not | 
reſtrained them.Many a great worke had God done for Iſrac], which was now for. 
gorren: 7oſhua therefore will have monuments of Gods mercy, that future Apes 
night be both witneſfles,and applauders of the great workes of their God. 


a 
— _— 


Of the ſtepe of Fericho. 


Oſbue begins his warres with the Circuwciſion and Paſſeover; Hee knew 
that the way to keepe the blood ofhis people from ſhedding, wasto let 
out the Paganiſh blood of their uncircumciſion, The perſon muſt bee in 

fayour,erethe worke can hope to proſper: His predeceſſor Moſes had like | 
to have beene ſlaine for negle& ofthis Sacrament,when hewenr to call the people 
out of Egypt: hee juſtly feares his owneſafty, ifnow hee omit it, when they are 
brought into Canaan :; wee have no right of inheritance in the ſpiritual Canaan,the 
 Churchof God, till we have receivedthe Sacrament of our matriculation : So ſoon 
as Our covenants are renued with our Creator, wee may well looke for the vifionof 
God for the aſſurance of victory, | 

What ſure work did the King of Jericho thinke he had made ! he blocked up the 
paſſages,barredup the gates,detendedthe wals,and did enoughto keepe out a com- 
monenemy:If we could doe but this to our ſpirituall adverſaries,it were as impoſſi- 
ble for us tobe ſurpriſed,as for Jericho to be ſafe.Me thinkes I ſee how they called 
| cheir councel of warre,debated of all meanes of defence,gathered their forces,rrai- 
ned their ſouldiers,ſer ftrong guards to the gates and wals;& now would perſwade 
one another,thatunleſſe Iſrael conld fly into their City,the fiege was vaine. Vainc 
worldlings thinke their Rampiers and Barricadoes can keepe our the vengeance of 
mrs cone blindneſle ſuffers chemo loake no further than the means : The ſupreme 
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| Lip. VIII. Of Ferichobefieged, 


A | hand of the Almighty comes nor within the compaſle of their feares, Every carnal! 
heart is a Jericho ſhut up; God ſets downe betoreit and gifplayes mercy and judg- 
ment in fight of the wals thereof; it hardens it ſelfe ina wilfull ſecurity, and ſaith 
Tuſh, 1 (hall never be moved. DO AN | " 
Yet their courage and feare fight together within their wals,within their boſomes, 
Their courage tels them of their owne ſtrength; their feare ſuggeſts the miraculous. 
ſucceſſe of this(asthey conld not bur thinke)inchanted generation; and tiow whiles 
rhey have ſhut our their enemy,they have (hut in their own terror. The moſ ſecure 
heart inthe world hath ſome flakes of feare;for ir cannot bur ſometimes looke our | 
of it ſelfe,and ſee what it wonld nor. Rah4b had notified that their hearts fainted: 
& yet now their faces bewray nothing bur reſolution. I know not whether the heart 
or the face of an hypocritebe more falſe;and as each of them ſeeks to beguile the o. 
ther,ſo both of then agree to deceive the beholders: Inthe midſt of laughter their | 
heart is heavy;who would not thinke hum merry that lJaughes? yet their rejoycing is 
but in the face : who would not think a blaſphemeror prophane man reſolutely care- 
leſſe? If thou hadſt a window into his heart, thou ſhou!deſt ſeehim tormented with 
horrors of conſcience. Ee 
Now the Iſraelites ſee thoſe walled cities androwers,whoſe height was reported 
to reach to heaven;the fame whereof had fo affrighted them ere they ſaw them,and | 
were ready doubtleſſeto ſay in their diſtruſt, VV hich way (hall we ſcale theſe invin. 
cible fortifications? what ladders,what Engines ſhall we uſe to ſo great a work>God 
prevents their infidelity;Behold,? have given Terichs into thine hand, It their wals had 
their foundations laid in the center of the earth; li the battlements had been {o high 
built that an Eagle could nor ſoare over them; this is enough, 7 have gives it thee.For 
on whoſe earth have they rai{ed rheſe caſtles? Our of whole treaſure did they digge 
thoſe piles of ſtone ? whence had they their ſtrength and ttmero build? Cannot hee 
that gave recall his owne? O ye fooles of Jericho,whar if your wals beftrong, your 
men valiant,youp leaders skilfull,your King wiſe, when God hath ſaid,7 have given 
thee the Citie : Whar can ſwordsor { peares doe againſt the Lord of Hoſts? Without 
him meanescan doe nothing;how much leffeagainſt him? How vaine & idle is that 
reckoning,wherein Godis left out ? Had the Captaine of the Lords hoſt drawn his 
ſword for Jericho,the gates might have been opened, Iſrael could no more have en- 
tred,than they can now be kept {romentring,whZ the wals were falne. What courſes 
ſo ever we take for our ſafety,it is good making God of our ſide : Neither men nor 
devils can hurt us againſt him;neither men nor Angels can ſecurens from him;There 
was never ſo ſtrangea ſiege as this of Jericho : Here was no mount raiſed,no ſword 
drawne,no Engine planted;no Pioners undermining; Here were trumpets ſourded, 
bur no enemy ſeene;here were armed men,butno ſtroke given : They muſt walk and 
not fight,ſeven ſeverall dayes muſt they pace about the wals, whichrhey may nor 
once looke over to ſee what was within, Doubtleſle,the inhabitants ofJericho made 
theſelves merry with this ſight, when they had ſtood f1% dayes upon their wals & be- | 
held none bur a walking enemy, VVhat(fay they)could [{racl find no walk to bteathe 
them with,but about our wals? Have they not travelledenough tn their forty years 
| Pilgrimage,bot they niuſt Qcerch their limmes 1n this circle? Surely if their eyes 
were engines our wals could not ſtand : wee ſee they are good foormen,but when | 
ſhall we try their hands 2 What,doetheſe vaine men thinke Jericho will bee wonne | 
| with lookiog at ? Or,doe they onely come to count how many paces it is about our 
| City? If this be their manuer ofſiege we ſhall have no great cauſe tofearethe ſword | 
of lirael, Wicked men rhinke God in jeſt, when hee is preparing for their judge- 
ment; The Almighty hath wayes and counſels of his owne,utterly unlike to outs : | 
| which becauſe our reaſon cannot reach, weare ready tocondemne of fooliſhnefſe and 
impoſſibility. Withns there is no way to victory but fighting,and the ſtrongeſt car. 
ries the ſpoile : God cangive viory to the feetas well as to the harids,and when he| 
will;makes weaknes no diſadvantage. hat ſhould we doe but follow God thorow | 
by-wayes,and know;that he wili in ſpightofnatuce lead us roourend;s . 
' Allthe met ofwarrerdtift compaſſe the City, yer it was not the preſence of the 
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fiors of Iſrael that threw downe the wals of Jericho. Thoſe fonndations | a 
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> "i: AAP > he 


reat waT PT oe | 
ho not ſo ſlightly laid,as that they conld not indure cithera look,or a march, or a 


battery : It was the Arke of God, whoſe preſence demoliſhed the wals of that wir. 
ked City. The ſame power that drave backe the waters of Jordanbefore, and after. 
wards laid Dagonon the floore,caſt down all thoſe forts. The Prieſis beare ontheir 
ſhoulders that mighty engine of God,before which thoſe wals,if they had beene of 
molten brafſe,could not ſtand. Thoſe ſpirituallwickedvefſes,yea,thoſe gates of hell, 
which to nature arcutterly invincible,by the power of the Word of God(which he 
hath commitred to the carriage of his weake ſervants)are overthrowne and trium. 
phed over. Thy Arke,O God,hath beene long amongſtus;how is it that the wals of 
our corruptios ſtill ſtand unruined?It hath gone before us;his Priefts have caried it, | 
we have not followed it,our hearts bave not attended upon it; and therefore how | , 
mighry ſoever itis in it ſelfe,yet to us it hath nor beene ſopowerlull zAS 1t ſhould. 
Sevendayes together they walke this round; They made this therfore their Sab- 
baths dayes journey ; and who knowes whether thelaſtand longeſt walke, which 
brought victory to I{racl,were not on this day > Not long before,an[1ſraclite is ſto- 
ned todeath for but gathering a few ſticks that day : Now all the hoſt of Iſrael mnſi 
| walke about the wals ofa large and populous City,and yet doe not violate the day; 
Gods precept is the rule of the juſtice & holines of all our actions : Or was it for that 
revenge upon Gods enemies is an holy worke,and ſuch as God vouchſafcy to privi- 
ledge with his own day ? or,becauſe when we have undertaken the exploitsof God, 
he will abide no intermiſfion till we have fulfilled them 2 He allowes us to breathe , 
not to breake off till we have finuhed. | 
Ithad beene as caſie for God ro bave given this ſucceſſe to their firſt dayes walke, 
yea to their firſt pace,or their firſt ſight of Iericho,yer he will not give 1t untillthe 
end of the ſeven dayes toylc : It isthe pleaſure of God co hold us both in worke and 
inexpe@ation;and though he require our continvall indeavours for the ſubduing of 
our corruptions,during the {ixe dayes of our lite, yet we ſhall never finde it perfe&ly 
effected till the very evening ofour laſt day : In the meane time ir muſt contenc us 
that we arc inour walk,and that theſe wals cannot ftand,when we come to the mea- 
ſure and numiber of our perfe&tion, A good heart groancs under the ſenſe of his in- 
firmities,faine would be rid of them,and ſtrives and prayes; but when hee hath all 
done,untill the end of the ſeventh day,it cannot bee : If a ſtone or two moulder off 
from theſe wals in the meane time, thar is all;but the foundations will not be remo. | 
ved till then, | 
When we heare of fo great a deſigne as the miraculous winning of a mighty Ciry, 
who would not looke for ſome glorious meanesto worke it? when we heare that the 
Arke of God muſt beſiege Iericho,who would nor look for ſome royall equipage ? 
But behold; here ſeven Prieſts muſt goe before it,with ſeven Triipets of Rams horns. 
The Iſraclites had trumpetsof filver,which God had appointed for the uſe of aſſem: | 
bling and diſſolving the Congregation, for warre,and for peace, Now I doe not | 
heare them called for;bur in fiead thereof Trumpets of Rams hornes; baſe for-the 
matter,and not loud for ſound; the ſhortneſſe and cquall meaſure of thoſe iniry- 
ments could not afford,either ſhrilnefſe ofnoyfe,or variety. How meane and home- 
 lyare thoſe meanes which God commonly uſes in the moſt glorious workes! No 
doubt,the Citizens of Jericho anſwered this dll alarum of theirs, from their wals. | 
with other inflruments of louder report,and more martiall oftentation : andthe| 
vulgar Iſraelites thought, Ve have as cleare and as coſtly trumpets as theirs, yer no 
man dares offer to ſound thebetter,when the worſe are commanded. If we findethe 
ordinances of God poore and weake,let it content us that they are of his own choo. 
ing,and ſuch as whereby he will ſo much more honour himſelfe, as they in them- 
(elvesare more inglorious.Notthe ourſide,but the efficacie,is it that God cares for. 
NoRam of jron could have been ſo forcible for battery as theſe Rammes hornes : 
For when they ſorinded long,and were ſeconded with the ſhour of the Iſraelites, all 
| che wals of Jericho fell downeat once: They made the heaven ring with their ſhonr: 
but the ruine of thoſe wals drowned their voyce,and gave apleaſantkinde of horrox | 
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| Lis.YV IIL. Of Ferichobejreped. 
A\ to the Iſraclites : The earth ſhooke under them with the fall ; but the hearts ofthe 
 Inhabirants ſhooke yet more-many of thedoubtleſſe were flaine with thoſe walles, 
' whereinthey had truſted - A man might ſee death inthe faces of al the reſt that re- 
mained;who now being halfe dead with aſtoniſhment, expected the other halfe fr6 
the ſiyord of their enemies; amp had now,neither meanes,nor will toreſith; for if 
 onely one breach had beene made (as itaſes in other fieges) for the entrance of the 
| enemy; perhaps new ſupplyes of defendants mighthave made ir up with rheir car- 
kaffes : but now, that at once Jericho is turned toa plaine field,every Iſtaclite,with- 
{ out reſiſtance , might runne tothe nexr booty, and the throats of their enemies ſee- 
med toinvite theirſwords to a diſpatch. | 
" Ifbutone Iſraelite had knocktat the gates of Jericho,it might have been thought, 
their hand had helped to the victory : Now, that God may haveall the glory, with- 
out the ſhow of any rivall, yea of any meanes,they doe but walke and ſhout,and the 
wallsgive way.He cannot abideto part with any honour,fromhimſelfe: As hee doth | 
all things, ſo he would be acknowledged. | 
They ſhout all at once. It is the preſence of Gods Arke & our conjoyned prayers, 
that are effectuall to the beating downe of wickednefſe. They may nor ſhour, till 
they be bidden.If we will be unſeaſonable in our goodaGtions, we may hurt,and nor. 
benefit our ſelves. rd 1 | 
Every livingthing in-Jericho,man,woman,child,cattell,muſt die :our folly would 
thinke this mercileſſe: but there can be no mercy in injuſtice, and norging but inju- 
frice in not fulfilling the charge of God : The death of Malefacors, thetondemna-! 
tion of wicked men, ſeeme harſh tous; but we muſt learne of God, thar there is a | 
puniſhing mercy. Curſed be rhat mercy, that oppoſes the God of mercy. | 
. Yet was notloſh#a ſo intent upon the ſlaughter,as not to be mindful of Gods part; 
and Rehabs: Firſtzhe gives wg Peg a curſe)ot reſerving al the treaſure for God: 
Then ofpreſervingthe Family of Rah4b. Thoſe two Spyes, that received life from 
her,now returne jt toher,& hers : They call at the window with the red cord; and 
ſendup newes of life to her,the ſame way which they received theirs: Her hgzaſe i 
no part of Jericho; neither may fire be ſer to any building of that City, till xX&#8« 
her family be ſer ſafe without the hoſt. 'The aCtions of our faith and charity will be 
ſareto pay us;if late, yet ſurely. Now R446 findes what it is to beleeve God; whiles | 


out of an impure idolatrous Cirie, the is tranſplanted into the Church of God ; and 
madea mother of a Royall andholy poſterinie. 
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Hen the wals of Jericho were falne, 7oſhua charged the Iſraelites but 

& HAN with two precepts; Of ſparing Rahabs houſe, & of abſtaining from 

Ut | chat treaſure, which was/anathematized to-God;and one of them is 

\ VF/EW broken: As in theentrance to Paradiſe, but one tree was forbidden, 

SY SET and that was eaten of. God hath provided for our weakneſſe in the 
LSPA ==y paucity of commands;but ourinnoceney ſtands not ſo much in ha- 


g fewprecepts as th keeping thoſe we have. ! - 
the breach of one,as wee are more favouredinthe number. 

They needed no command to ſpareno living thing:in/Jericho : but to. ſpare the 
| rreaſure;no-command was enough. Impatrialitie ofexcecurion is eaſier to perfarme, 
|thenconrempt of theſe worldly; things; becauſe weare-more proneto coyertfar.qur 
| ſelyes;then.copity others.Had 7ofbvab bidden fayerhe men; anddivide the treafiwe, 
| hischarge hadbeen more plauſible,thennow to kill the men,& fave the rreaftte;or, 

Ifrhey muſt kill,carthly mmds would more-gladly ſhead their enemies blood ,for 4 
boorie,thEout of obedience;fot the gory of their Maker:Biit now.itis good reaſoh 
ſince God threw downe thoſewals; & not they: that-both the blood of that wicked 
Citie ſhould be ſpilrrohim,norto their owne mevenge; & that the treaſure ſhould | 
bee teferved for his uſe , nor for theirs... yoweny romrrencatadghythatGoq , 
RC au ee a a 111 ad, .__- $010U 
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ſhould ſerve himſelfe of his own?I cannot blame the reſt of Iſrael, if they were well | A 
pleaſed with their conditions; onely one Achan troubles the peace , and his fnne 15 | 
imputed to Iſfael:the innocence of ſo many thouſand lraelires,is net ſo forcible to 
excaſe hisone (inne.as his one ſinpe isto taint all Iſrael, 
A lewd man isa pernicious creature : That hee damnes his owne ſoule, isthe leaſt 
part of his miſchiefe; he comonly drawes vengeance upon a thouſand, either by the 
deſert of his ſine , or by the infe&ion. Who would not have hoped that the ſame 
God,which for ten righteous men would have ſpared the five wicked Ciries,ſhoyld | 
not have been content to drowneone ſinne, in theobedience of fo many righteous? | 
| Burſo venemous is fine, (eſpecially, when it lights among Gods people )that one 
ram of it is able toinfe& the whole maſſe of Iſrael. g 
Oh righteous people of Iſrael,that had but one Achan!How had theirlate circum- 
cifion cut away the uncleane foreſkin of theirdiſobedience ? How hadthe blood of 
their Paſchal Lambe ſcourcd their ſoules fro covetous deſires > The world was well 
mended with the, ſince their ſtubborne murmurings in the Deſarr. Since the death 
of Moſes,& the government of /oſhxa,T doe not find them in any diforder.After that 
the Law hath broughtus under the conduc of the true Iefus, our ſins are more rare 
& our lives are more coſcionable, Whiles we are under the Law,we do not ſo keepe 
it,as when we are delivered from it - our Chriſtian freedome is more holy than our | 
ſervitude.Then have the Sacraments of God their due effect; when their receit pur- 
geth us froggour old finnes;and makes our converſation cleane and ſpiritual, | 
Little did 7ofbua know.that there was any facriledge comitted by Ifrael:that ſinne 
is nothalfe cunning enough,that hath not learned ſecrecie- 19/hna was a vigilit Lea- 
der,yet ſome finnes will eſcape him: Onely that eye which is every where, findes us 
out 1nour cloſe wickednefſe. It 15 no blame to anthority,thar ſome ſinnesAare ſecret. 
ly committed: The holieſt congregation,or family, may be bleniſhr with ſome ma- 
lefaGtors : 1tis juſtblame , that open finnes arenor puniſhed ; wee ſhall wrong go- 
vernm:nt,if wee ſhall expeR,the reach of it ſhould be infinite. Hee therefore,which 
if he had known the offence, would have ſent up prayers & teares toGod,now ſends 
Spyes for a further diſcovery of A1 ; They returne, with newes of the weaknes of 
their adverſaries:8&(as contemning theirpaucity ) perſwades 1fhua, that a wing of 
Iſrael is enough to overſhadowthis citie of Ai. The Iſraelites were fo fleſhed with | 
their former vicorie, that nowthey thinke no wals or mencan ſtand before them. | 
| Good ſuccefſe liftgup the heart with too much confidence; and whiles ic diflwades|r 
{ men from doing their beſt,oft-times diſappoints them. With God, the meanescan 
never bee too weake; without him,never ſtrong enough. 4 
[t is not good to contemne an impotentenemy. - In this ſecond battell the Iſrae- | 
lites are beaten: 1t was not the fewneſſe of their affailants that overthrew them, bur | 
the fin that lay lurking.at home. If all the hoſt of Iſrael had ſer upon this poore vil-| 
lage of Ai,they had beene all equally diſfcomfited : the wedge of Achandid more 
fight againſt them, thanall the ſwords of the Cananites. The victories of God goc 
not by ſtrength; bur by innocence; $03 bj ES 
Doubtleſſe,theſe men of Aiinſalted in this foyle of I{rael,and faid;Loe, theſe are 
the men,fro whoſe preſence the waters of Jordanran backe; now they runne as faſt 
away from ours: Theſe are they, before whom the wals of Jericho tell downe ; now 
|they are falne as faſt beforeus;8all their neighbours: rooke heart from this vidtory. 
Wherein I doubrnot, bur befidesthe puniſhment of L/&#tfls finne;God inrended the 
further obduration of the Cananites :- Eike-asſomEſkilfull player loſes-0n purpoſe 
at the beginning of the game, ro draw on the»more abetments. The newes of their 
overthrow ſpred asfarre asthefame of theit {peed ; & every City of Canaan could 
fay,Why:not weas wellas Ai? '*/ ror, elect; amy; BE Gr AR 
F< Bur good loſhna: that ſacceeded Moſes:;>no lefle-in the care of Gods glory thanin 
_ [his government,is much deje&ed with this:event;: Hee rends his clothes; fals on his 
[face,caſts duſt upenhis head, and( as if he had learned of his Maſter; how toexpo-| 
{ ſtulate with God)fayes, What wils thaw doe rothy mighty Named, 
That /ofbna might ſee; God rooke no pleaſure tolet the LIfraelites lye deaupothe 
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A | earth, before their enemies; himſelfe is taxed for burlying all day, upon his face, be- 
forethe Arke. All his expoſtulations are anſwered in one word , Get hee wp, Iſrael 
hath ſinned. 1 doe not heare God ſay, Lye ſtill; & mourne for rhe fin of Tſrael. Ic is to 
no purpoſe to pray againſt puniſhment, while the ſnne continues. And though God 
| loves to be ſued to ; yet he holds our requeſts unſeaſonable,til] there bee care had of 
ſatisfactio. When we have rifen,&redreſſed fin,then may we fall downe for patdon. 
Victory isin the free hand of God,;to diſpoſe were he will;& no man can marvel! 
that the diceof Warre run ever with hazard,on both ſides: ſoas God needed not to 
have given any other reaſon ofthis diſcomfiture of Iſrael, but his owne pleaſure: yet 
Iofhus muſt now knovv , that Iſrael which before prevailed for their faith, is beaten 
for their ſin.W hen weare croſſed in juſt and holy quarrels, we may well thinke there 
15 ſome ſecret evilunrepented of, which God would puniſh in us; which though we 
ſee nor,yet he ſo hates that he wil rather be wanting to his ownecauſe,than not re- 
venge it. When we goe about any enterpriſe of Gad, it 15 good to ſee thar our hearts | 
he cleere from any pollution of fin;and when we are thwarted in our hopes, it is our 
beſt courſe to ranſack our ſelves, to ſearch for ſome fin hid from us in our boſome 
bur open to the view of God. | i ns 
The Oracle of God, which told him,a great offetice was comitrted,yet reyeales not 
the perſon:It had been as eaſe for him;tohave named the man.as the crime.Neither 
doth oſbua requeſt it;but refers that diſcovery to ſuch a meanes , as whereby the ofs | 
fender(finding himſelfe ſingled outby the lot) might bee moſt convinced. 2 chan 
thought he mighr havelyen as cloſe in al that throng of Iſrael , as the wedge of gold 
lay in his Tent. The ſame hope of ſecreſie which moved him ro finne, moved him | 
to confidence in his finne : but now , when hee ſaw the lotfall upon his Tribe, hee 
began to ſtart a little;zwhen upon his Family,he began to change countenance: when 
upon his houſhold,to tremble & feare;whenupon his perfon,to be utrerly confoun- 
ded inhimſelfe. Fooliſh men thinke to runne away with their privie ſinnes; and 
ſay,Tuſh_no eye ſhal ſee me:burt when they thinke themſelves ſateſt,God prils them 
out with ſhame.The man that hath eſcaped jtr{tice,and now is lying downe m death, | 
would thinke ; My ſhame ſhall never be diſcloſed:but before men and Angels ſhall 
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he be brought on the ſcaffold,and finde confufion,as ſure as Jare. 
What needed any otherevidence,when God had accuſed Arhan? Yet 1fbua will | 
have the ſinne out of his mouth,in whoſe hearr it was hatched; My ſon, 1beſeech thee 
givegloryto God. Who God had convincedas amalefadtor , 7o(bua beſeeches as a fon. | 
Some hot ſpirit would have ſaid;Thou wretched traitor, how haſt thou pijtred from 
thy God, and ſhedthe blood of ſo many Iſraelites , and cauſed the Hoſt of Iſraclto 
ſhew their backes,with diſhonour,to the Heathen? now ſhall we fetch this fin our of | 
thee with tortures ; and plague thee with a condigne dearh.But like the Diſciple of | 
him whoſe ſervithe was,he meckely intreats that,which he might have extortedby | 
| violence,(My ſonne,l beſeech thee.)Sweetnes of compellation, is a great help towards | 
| the good entertainment of an admonition:roughneſſe & rigor, many times hardens 
thoſe hearts, which mecknefſe would have melted to repentance:whether we ſue, or } 
convince,or reprove,little goods gotten by bitretneſſe.Deteſtatioof the (inne,may | 
well ſtand with favour tothe perſon : and theſe twonot diſtinguiſhed , cauſe great 
wrong either in our charity,or juſtice; for, eicher we uncharitably hate the creature | 
of God,or unjuſtly affect the evill of men. Subjetts are, as they are called ,fonnes to | 
the Magiſtrate: All Iſrael was not onely of the family, bur as of the loynes of 70ſhua; KF 
ſuch muſt be the corretions , ſuchthe proviſions of Goyernoiurs , as for their chil» 
dren;as againe,the obedience and love of Subjects muſtbe filtall. | | 
God had glorified himſclfe ſafficiently , in finding out the wickednefle of Achar; | 
neither needhe honour from men, much lefſe from finners;They can diſhonour him | 
by their inquiries: bur what recompence can they.give him for their wrongs 2 yer : 
| loſhns fayes,My [onne.give glory to God.I{rael ſhould gow feegthar the tongue of 4chay | 
did juſtifie God in his lot. The confeffionof our ſins doth no lefſe honour God,than | 
his glory is blemiſhed by their commiſſion. Who wouldnot be glad roredeeine the | 
honour of his Redeemer, with his ewne ſhame? 7 ge 
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Contemplations. Lis. WLII. 
—"The lot of God, andthe mild words of /oſhua , wonne Achan to accuſe himſelfe, [A 
ingenuouſly, imparrially:a ſtorme perhaps would nor have done that, which Sun- 
{ine had done. If Achan had come 1n uncalled;and before any queſtion made,ourt of | 
an honeſt remorſe, had brought in his facrilegious booty, and caſt himfelfe and it at 
the foot of 1oſhua ; doubtleſle, Iſrael had proſpered, and his firme had caried away 
' pardon:now he hath gotren thus much chanke,chat he is not a deſperate ſinner.God 
will once wring from the conſcience of wicked men their owne inditements ; They 
havenort more carefully hid their ſinne , then they ſhall one day freely proclaime 
their owne ſhame. 

Achans confeſſion,though it were late, yet was it free & ful:For he doth not onely 
acknowledge the a&,butthe groundof his ſinne;! ſaw, and coveted,andtooke. The eye 
betrayed the heart;and thar, the hand ; & now all conſpire inthe offence. If we liſt 
not to flatter our ſelves,this hath beene rhe order of our crimes. Evill is uniforme: & 
beginning at the ſenſes, rakes the inmoſt fort ofthe foule , and then armes our own | 
outward forces againſt us; This ſhall once be the laſcivious mans ſong, ſaw, and co- | 
veted,and tooke: This the theeves;this the Idolaters; this the glutrons & drunkards: 
All theſe receive their death by theeye.Bur,oh fooliſh Achan ! with what eyes did(t 
thou looke upon that ſpoile, which thy fellowes ſaw and contemned? Why conldeſt 
thou not before, as well as now, ſee ſhame hidunder that gay Babyloniſh garment? 
and an heape of ſtones covered with thoſe ſhekles of filyer ? The over-prizing , and 
over-deſiring of theſe earthly things, caries us into all miſchiefe; and hides from us 
the fight of Gods judgements : whoſoeyer deſires the glory of metals, or of gay 
cloathes,or honour, cannot be innocent, 
Well might 19fhua have proceeded to the execution of him , whomGod andhis 
owne mouth accuſed : but as one that thonghrno evidence could bee too ſtrong, 
tn a caſe that was capital;he ſends to fee, whether rhere was as much truth in the c6- 
feſſion,as there was falſhood in the ſtealth. Magiſtrates & Judges muſt pace ſlowly, 
& ſare,jn the puniſhment ofoffenders.Preſumprions are not ground enough forthe 
ſentence of death;no,not in ſome caſes the confeſſions of the guilty:It'is no warrant 
for the Law to wrong a man,thar he hath before wronged himſclfe. There is lefle il] 
in ſparing an offender , then in puniſhing the mnocent. | 
| Who would not have expected,fince the confeflion of 4;han was ingenuous,and 
his pillage {tll found entire,that his life ſhould haye beene pardoned?But here was. 
Confeſſe anddie;he had beene too long fickeof this diſeaſe, to be recovered. Had his 
confeſſion beene ſpeedy andfree,it had ſaved him. How dangerons itis,to fuffer fin 
tolye fretting into the ſoulelwhich if it were wafht offberimes with our repentice; 
could not kill ns.In mortall offences,the courſe of humane juſtice is not ſtayd by our 
penitence:It is wel-for our ſoules that we have repented; bur the lawes of men rake 
not notice of our forrow. I know not whether the death , or the teares ofa male- 
 faCtor,be a better ſight: The cenſures of the Churchare wip't off with WeEePINg, not 
the penalties of Lawes. TE Sant 
Neither is Achanalone called forth to death,bar all his family.all his ſubſtance. | 
The aCtoralone dorhnor ſmart with facriledge;al that concernes him,is enwrapped| 
inthe judgment. Thoſe rhat defile their hands with hoty goods.are enemies to their 
*owne fleſh and blood. Gods firſt revenges are ſo much the more fearefull, becauſe 
| they muſt be exemplary. ren _ ks 3 
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© leys'of Canaan;and yet thoſe Heatheniſh Kings and people.are muſtered 
- together againſt them. They might have ro Fry apr 
7 Aizand have Well perceived, it was notan arme of fleſh.,thatthey muſt 
; reſiſt, yet they gather their forces, and fay;Tuth, we ſhall ſpeed better. It 
1s madnes ina man,not ro be warned, bur to run-opon the point of thoſe judgments, 
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 Lts, VIIL 0/ iWUnnater,  _ 
A wherewith he ſees others miſcary,and not to beleeve, till he catitiot recover, Our al 
ſentis purchaſed too late, when we have overſtayed prevention ; and truſt ro that 
experience which we cannot live to redeeme. ;5| 
Onely the Hivites are wiſer then their fellowes, & will rathet yeeld & live.Their | 
intelligence was not diverſe from thereſt; all had equally heard of the miraculons 
conduct,and ſucceffe of Iſrael : but their reſolution was diverſe. As Rahab faved her | 
Family , in the mid(t of Jericho: ſo theſe foure cities preſerved th:mſelves, in the 
midſt of Canaan;and both of them by beleeving what God would doe. The efficacy | 
of Gods maryellous workes , 15 nor inthe acts themſelves, bur in our apprehenſion; | 
ſome are overcome with thoſe motives, whichothers have contemned for weake. | 
Had theſe Gibeonitesjoyned withthe forces of all their neighbours, they had pe-} 
| riſhed in their common ſhughter; Ifthey had nor gone away by themſelves, death | 
had met them; It may have more pleaſure , itcannot have ſo mnch ſafery to follow | 
the multitude. If examples may lead us, the gyeateſt pare ſhuts our God upon earth, 
& is excluded from God elſewhere. Some few poore Hivites yeeld ro the Church of 
 God,8& eſcape the condemnation of the world. Ic is very like,their neighbours flou- 
red at this baſe ſubmiſſion of the Gibeonites,and ont of their termes of honour.ſcor- 
ned tobeg life of an enemy , whiles they were outofthe compaſle of mercy : but 
| when the bodies of theſe proud Jebuſires and Perizzites lay ſtrewedupon the earth, 
and the Gibeonites ſurvived;whether was more worthy of ſcorne and inſaltarion ? 
If the Gibeonites had ſtayed rill Iſrael had beſieged their Cities , theiryeel- | 
dance had beene fruitlefſe ; now they make an early peace, and are preſerved. There | 
 1t8no wiſdome 1n ſtaying till a judgement come home to us ; the onely way to avoid | 
it,is rtomeer it halfe way. There is the ſame remedy of warre and of danger-To pro- 
voke an enemy in his owne borders, is the beſt ſtay of invaſion ; and to follicit God 
berimes in a manifeſt danger,is the beſt antidote for death. 
| * Icommend their wiſedome in'ſeeking peace;I dsenor commend their falſhood, 
in the manner of ſeeking it-who can looke for any better of Pagans?Bur as the faith 
of Kahab is ſo rewarded, that her ye is not punifhed-ſo the fraudof theſeGiheonires 
| is not an equall match of their beleefe;fince the name of the Lord God of Iſrael 
brought them to this ſuit ofpeace. 
"Nothing is found fitter to deceive Gods people, then a counterfair copy of age: | 
Here are old ſacks,old botrles,old (hooes,old garments,old bread. The Ifraclites thar 
had worne one fuit forty yeares, ſeemed new clad in comparfſon of them. Icisno} 
new policy , that Satan would beguile us witha vaine colonr of antiquity, clothing | 
falfhood in rags. Errors are never the elder for their patching : Corruption can doe | 
the ſame that timewould doe : we may make age as well as ſuffer ir. Theſe Gibeo- 
nites did reare rheir bottles,and ſhoves and clothes,8& made them'naught,thart rhey 
mighr ſeeme old: ſo doe rhe falſe patrons of new errours. If we be caught with this | 
Gibeonitiſh ftratagem, itis a figne we have notconſulted withGod. U 
The ſentence of death was gone ont againſt all the inhabiranrsof Canaan. Theſe 
Hivites acknowledge the truth,and judgements of God, and yet feeke to eſcape by a 
league with Iſrael. The generall denunciations of the vengeahce of God, enwrap al] 
finners; Yet may we not deſpaire of mercy. If the ſecret Gounſell of the Almighty 
had notdeſigned thefe men tolife, 7oſhea couldnor have beene deceived with their 
teagne In rhe generality there is no hope : Let us come in old rags of our vileneſſe, 
| rothe rrue 7oſhaa_and make our trace with hitn;we may live,yea,we ſhall Iiye. Some 
ofthe Iſraelites ſaſpe@ the frand;andnotwithſtanding all their old garments,& pro- 
viſions can ſay, It may be thow dwelleft among? us. If oſhue had continued thisdoubr, \ 
the Gibeonites had torne their bottles in vaine.Jn cafes and perſons unknowne, it 1s 
ſafe not to be too'credulous :; Charity it felfe wiltallow faſpition , where wee have 
ſeene no cauſe to truſt, | 
If theſe Hivites had not put on new faces, with their old 
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cloathes, they had ſurely 
changed countenance, when they heard this argument of the Iſraelites , ( 7t wry ber | 
thou awelleſt amoneit as; how then can Imake a league with thee?) They had (perhaps) | 
hoped, their ſubmiſſion would nor have been refuſed, whereſoever they had dwelt: |. 
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heare, thar their neereneſſe of abode was an unremoveable barre of peace. It was 
quarrel! enough,that they were Cananites;God had forbidden borh-the }eague,and 
the life of thenative inhabitants.He that cals himſelf the God of peace, proclaimes 
himſelfe the God of Hoſts:and not to fight where he hath commanded, is to breake 
the peace with God,whiles wee nouriſh it with men, Contention with brethren is 
not more hatefull tro him than leagues with Idolaters. The condition that hee hath 
ſer to our peace is our poſſibility and power, Thar fals not withinthe poſlibility of 
| our-Power which we cannot doe lawtully. | 

What a ſmooth tale did theſe Gibeonires tell for themſelves ? of the remotenefſe 
of their Countrey;the morives of their journey,the conſultation of their Elders; the 
ageing of their proviſions in the way:that Irmight feemenot onely ſafe , bur deſer- 
ved on their parts, that they ſhouldbe admitted to a peace, {0 farre ſought andpur- 
chaſed with fo much royle,and importunity. Their cloathes & their rongues agreed 
rogether ; andboth diſagree from the truth. Deceit 1s ever lightly wrapped upn 
plauſibility of words ; as faire faces ofr-times hide mnch unchaſtity. But this guile 
ſped the berter,becauſe it was clad with much plainnefſe: For who would have ſupe- 
&ed,that clouted ſhooes,and ragged coats could have covered ſo much ſubrilty?The 
caſe ſeemed ſocleare , that the Iſraclites thought it needlefle ro conſult with the 
mouth of the Lord. Their owne eyes and eares were called onely tocounſell z and; 
now their credulity hath drawne them into inconvenience. ; 

There is no way to convince the Gibeonitiſh pretences of antiquity, but to haye 
recourſe to the Oracle of God.Had this beene adviſed with, none of thele falſe rags 
had ſhamedrhe Church of God: whether in our praftice, or judgement, this direCti- 
on cannot faile us , whereas what wee take upon the words of men , proves eyer ci- 
ther light,or falſe wares. _ 

The facility of Iſrael had led them intoa league,toan oath, for the ſafery of cheGi- 
beonites:and now within three dayes they finde both their neighbourhood and de- 
ceit. Thoſe old ſhooes of theirs would eaſily hold to cary them backe to rheir home. | 
The march of a great Army is eafie:yet within three dayesthe Ifracltres were before | 
| their Cities /oſhua might now have taken advantage of their owne words,to diffolye 
his league, and have faid ; Ye are come from a farre Country, theſe Cities are neere; 
Theſe are not therefore the people, to whom wee are ingaged by our promiſe , and 

oath : And if theſe Cities be yours, yet yee are not your ſelves. Erewhile , ye were 
ſtrangers,now ye are Hivites borne, and dwelling 1m the midſt of Canaan : we will 
therfore deſtroy theſc Cities neere-hand,and doe you fave your people afarre off: It | 
y would ſeeme very queſtionable , Whether Joſhua needed to hold himſelfe bound to 
this oath;for fraudulent conventions oblige not; and Iſracl had pur in a direct caveat | 
of their vicinity - yet dare not Toſhxa and the Princes truſt to ſhifrs , for the cluding 
their oamh;but muſt faithfully performe, what they have raſhly promiſed. 

Toſbuars heart was cleare from any intention ofa league with a Canaanite , when | 
ce gave his oath to theſe diſguiſed ſtrangers : yet he durſt neither repeale ic him- 
(elte,neither doeT heare him ſhe to Eleazar the High-Prieſt,todiſpence with it; but 
takes himſelferied to the very ſtrict words of his oath;not to his owne purpoſe. His 
tongue had bound his heart and hands, ſoas neither might ſtirre; leſt while he was 
curious of fultilling the will of God , he ſhould violate the oath of God. And if the 
(Gibeonites had not knowne theſe holy bonds indifſoluble,they neither had beene fo 
1mportunate to obtaine their vow ,nor durſt they have rruſted it being obtained. If 
either diſpenſation withoathes,or equivocation in oathes, had beene knowne in the 
world,or at leaſt approved,theſe Gibeonites had not lived, 8& Iſfael had Nlaine them 
without finne-Either Iſrael wanted ſkill; or our reſeryers, honeſty. Es 

_ The multitude of Iſrael, when they came to the walls of theſe foure exempted Ci- 
tes , itched to be at the ſpoile:Not out of a defire to fulfill Gods comandement,but 
to enrich themſelves , would they have falne upon theſe Hivites , They thought all | 
loſt that tell beſides their fingers. The wealthy City of Jericho was firſt altogether 
interdicted them; the wals and houſes either fell.or muſt be burntzthe men &: catrell 
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burleſt their neighbourhood might be a prejudice , they come diſguiſed ; and now | A} 
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Ls. VIII. "Of the Gtbemite, 


A 


killed;rhe goods and treaſure confiſcare to God, Achans booty ſhewes thar City was 
both rich and proud:yer Iſrael might be no whit the berter for them, carying away 


| nothingbur empty victory - and now foure other Cities muſt be exempted from 


their pillage. Many an envious looke did Iſrael therefore caſt upon theſe wals; and 
many bitter words did they caſt out againſt their Princes, the enemies of their 
gaine;whether for ſwearing,or for that they would not forſiveare : But howſoeyer, 
the Princes mighthave ſaid in a returne to their fraud, We ffyore indeed to you, but 
not the people: yer,if any Iiraclite had but pulled downe one ſtone from their wals, 
or ſhed one drop of Gibeonitiſh blood;he had no lefſe plagued all Iſrael for perjury, 
than 1chan had before plagued them for facriledge. The ſequell ſhewes how God 
would have taken it:For,when three hundred yeares after, Saul( perhaps forgetting 
the vow of his fore-farhers) flew ſome of theſe Gibeonites, althoughout of a well- 
meant zeale:all Iſrael ſmarted for thefa&, with a three yeares famine , and that in 
Davids reigne,who received this Oracle from God; 1t « for Saul , and for his bloody 
houſebecauſe he flue the Gibeowites. Neither could this wrong be expiared , but by the 
blood of Sazls ſeven ſonnes , hanged upat the very Ceurt-gates of their father. 
Joſhua and the Princes had promiſed them life, they promiſed them not liberty: 
no Covenant was paſt againſt their ſervitude. It was juſt therefore with the Rulers 


RAY 


hadthemſelvesbeene drudges , if the Gibeonites had not beguiled them,and lived. 
The old rags therefore wherwith they came diſguiſed, muft now be theirbeſt ſuits, 


for all Iſrael. How deare is life to our nature,that men can be content to purchaſe it 
with ſervitude ? Itis the wiſedome of Gods children ro make good uſe of their 
oyer-fights. The raſh oath of Iſrael proves their advantage : Even wicked 
men gaine by the outſide of good actions : Good men 
make a benefit of their 
linnes, 


| 


of Ifrael;to make ſlavery the price both of their lives,and their deceit.The Iſraelites | 


and their life muſt be toilefomely ſpent in hewingof wood , and drawing of water | 
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ble, bur for a memoriall what God they tered, ' The. firſt, care of true Iſraclires,! 
muſt bee the ſafery of Religion, the world, as.1t is inferioyr.in worth, ſo,muſt itbejn 
reſpe& : hee neuer knew God aright , that can.abide any competition with: his 
Maker. 6, Aw, © RS Ys FIR nn THES +1116 £403 1he 1601 *fi9 
The reſt of the Tribes no ſooner heare new! s pf thejr ney. Altar,bur.they- gatherto| 
Shiloh,ro fight againſt rhem:they had ſearcebrewhed from the Canaanigſh war,znd 
now hey will goe fight wiih.eir brechren> {thi brethren will (8cbey ſuſpect) 
rurne Idolaters, they cannot hold Sem any oeher they Canaanites, The Reubenis 
and their fellowes had newly ſerled the reſt of Iſraelin their poſſeſſions, and now ere] 
{ they can be warm in their ſears;Iſrael is vp in Arms, to thruſt.them our of their owng;| 
The hatred of their ſuſpeed Idohkatry, makes them forget cither their blood, or-their 
benefits. Iſrael ſayes,Theſe men were the fitlt in our, battels,andſhall berhe firſt in;ou| 
reuenge:they tought well tor vs; we wil try how they cari fight for themſelues. Whar| 
if they.were our Charppiogs* Their reuolt from God hath loft them thethankof ther| . 
former labours. their dolatry ſhall make them of brethren, adyerfaries, their owne 
bloud ſhall giue hand(cll te their new Altar. O noble and. religious; zeale of Irael! 
Who would thinke theſe men-the ſonnes. of them that danced, about. the molten: 
Calfe: Thar conſecrated an Altar to that Idoll? Now they arc ready todic or kill; ra 
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ther rhenendure an Altar without an Idoll, Eyery overture jn matter of:Religion, is 
worthy of ſuſpition, worthy of our ſpeedy oppoſition: God looks for agcarly-redreſſe 
of the firſt beginnings of impiety.As in treaſons or mutinies, wiſe Stares-men finde| 
it ſafeſt ro kill the ſerpent in the egge;ſo in motions of ſpiritual alterations,one ſpoone-|| 
full of water will quench thit fire atthe firſt, which afterwards whole buckets cannot: 
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yders:yea, which is ſtrange, without 


| God. | EE, re 
Not onely wiſedome, but charity moued themto this meſſage. For, grant they 
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\L1s-1X. TheeAltarof the Reubenites, 


had been guilty, muſt they periſh vynwarned ? Peaceable meanes muſt firſt be vſed ro | 


recall then, ere yiolencebe ſent to perſecute them. The v1d rule of Iſrael hath been, | 


ſtill to gud. of Abel,, No good Shepheard fends his dog to pull out thethroat of 
his ſtray 


ſheepe, bur rather fetches it on his ſhoulders tothe fold : Sudden cruelty 
ftands not with Religion : He which wilnot himſelfe breake the bruiſed reede,how 
will hee allow vs, cither to bruiſe the whole, or to breake the bruiſed, or to burne the 
broken Ss ES 

Neither yer was here more charity in ſending,then vncharitableneſſe in the miſcon- 
ftruftion, They begin with'a challenge; and charge their brethren deeply with tranſ: 
greflion,apoſtaſie, rebellion. T know not how two contrary qualities fall into loue; it 
is not naturally ſuſpicious, and yet many times ſuggeſts jealous feares of thoſe wee 
affe&t, If theſe Iſraelites had not loued their brethren, they would never hae ſent ſo 
farto reſtrainetbem ; they had neuer offered them part of their ownepatrimony : if 
they had nor been excefſiuely jealous, they had not cenſured a donbtfull ation fo 
ſharply. They met at Shilo, where the Tabernacle was;bur if they had conſulted with 
the Arke of God,they had faued boththis labour,and this challenge: This caſe ſeemed 
ſo plaine, that they thought aguce needlefle: Their inconſidergrenes therefore brands 
their brethren with crimes whereof they were innocent ; and makes themſelues the 
onely offenders. Incafes which are doubtfull and vncertaine, ir is ſafe cither to ſuf- 
pend the 1udgement, or topaſſe it in fauour, otherwiſe, a plaine breach of charity in 
vs,ſhall be worſe then a queftionable broach of iuſticein anorher. ' 

Yet this little gleame of their vncharitable loue began at rhemſelues - if they had 
not feared their owne iudgements in the offence of Revhen, 1 know not whether they 
had beene ſo yehement : The fearefull reuenges of their brethrens fin are (till intheir 
eye. The wickedneſle of Peer ſtretched not ſo far ds the plague; Achan ſinned, and 
[ſrael wasbeaten : therefore by iuſt induQion, they argue ( Yee rebell today againſt 
the Lord; to morrow will the Lord be wtoth with all the Congregation.) They ſtill 
tremble at the ENAner JOE - and findeit timeto preuent their owne punifhment, 


in puniſhing their brethren. Gods proceedings haul then their right vie, when they 

are both carefylly remembred, and made patterns 6fwhart he may doe. — 
Had theſe Reubenites been as hot in their anſwere, as the Iſtaelires were intheir 

charge, heere had growne a bloudy warre out of mifprifion: But now their anſweris 


milde apd.modcrate,and fiich as well ſhewed, that though they were furthcr from the 
Arke,yernolefie.neere to God. They thouphr in themſclues, This a of ours, though | 
it were well meant by vs, yet might well be by interpretation ſcandalous; itis reaſon : 
| our mildnefſe ſhould giue ſatisfaction fot that offence , which we have not preuented. 
Hcreupon their anſwere was as plealingyys their a&t was dangerous. Euen inthoſe ai- 
ons whereby an offence may bee occaſioned ( thoughhor giuen) charity bindes vs to 
cleare both-Qur owne name,and the conſcience of others. 
Little didthe Iſraclites looke for ſo;good a ground of an ation ſo ſuſpicious; An 


7 


Altar without aſacrifice? An Altar and no Tabernacle: An Altar without a precepr, 


LC] 


| and yet not againſt God ?. Iris not ſafe to, meaſure all mens aQions by our own con- 
| ceit,but rather tothinke there may bea further drift, and warrant oftheir aft, then we 
can attaine to ſee. SPS WE ono | 

_ By thar time the Reubenites haue, commented vpon their owne worke, it appeares | 
as juſtifiable, as befoe offenſiue. What wiſdom: and religion is found inthat Altar, 
| which before ſhewed nothing bur Idolatry £ This diſcourſeof theirs is full both of 
| reaſon and piety; We are ſeuered by the river Tordan from the other Tribes, perhaps 
| hereafter,our choice may exclude ys from Iſrael: Poſterity may peraduentnre ſay,lor- 
| dan is ths bounds of all natural! Tſaclites;the ſtreams wherof never gaue way tothoſe 
| beyond the Riuer : Ifrhey had been ours,either inblopd or religias, they would not 
|| have beenſequeſtred in habitation, Doubrleſſethereforetheſemenare the offspri 

| of ſome Strangers,which by vicinity of abode, haue gotten ſometinRure of our lan- 
guage, manners,religion ; What haue we to doc vt em, what haue, they to wr 

ATE — | Wit 


bh 


- 


EC _.. W— 
_—_—— 
— ___ 


—___ a 
—_ —Þ_@l__— » 
— —} it 


| 972. | Contemplations,  DL1B.|X, 

virh the Tabernacle of God? Sith therfore we may not either remoue Gods Altartg 
| Rn Non our Patrimony to the Altar ; The Patterne of the Altar ſhall goe with 
vs, not for ſacrifice, but for memorial, that both the poſterity ofthe other Iſralites | 
may know,weare no lefſe deriued from them,then this Altar from theirs, & thar oup | 
poſteriry may know, they pertaine to that Altar, whereof thisis rhe reſemblance, 
| There was no danger of the preſent; but poſterity might both offer and receiue pre- 
| iudice,ifthis Monument were not. Irisa wiſe & holy care to preuent the dangers of 
enſuing times,and ro-ſertle religion vpon the ſucceeding generations. As we affeR to 
leauca perpetuity of our bodily ifſue, {o much moreto traduce piety wit them, Doe 
wenot:ſeegood hushands ſer and plant thoſe trees, whereof their grand-children ſhal 
| receiue the tirſt fruit,8 ſhades Why are welefle thrifty in leauing true religion intire, 


to our childrens children? | 
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G2 every man is guilty ofhis owne ſorrow , the Ifraclites bred miſchiefe 
| CR 5 to themſelues : Ir wastheir mercy that plagued them with thoſe Canaz- 
nites, which their obedicnce ſhould haue rooted our.. If foaliſhpirty be 

XG a more humane ſinne, yer it is no lefle dangerous then cruelty : Cruelty 


© kilsothers, vniuſt pjtr kills our ſelues. They.had been Lords alone of 
the promiſed Land,if their commilerarion had nor ouer-ſwaicd their iuſtice;andnow 


{> 


their enemies are too cruel to them(in the iuſt reuenge of God)becaule they were too 
mercifull. That God, which in his reuealed will had commanded all the Canaanites 
to the ſlaughter, yet ſecretly giues ouer Iſrael roatoleration of ſome Canaanites for 
their owne puniſhment. Hee hath bidden vs cleanſe our hearts of all our corruptions: 
yethee will permit ſome of theſe thornes ſtill in gur ſides, for exercile, for humiliat- 
on.. If we could lay violent hands vpon our ſinnes,our foules ſhould haue peace, now 
our indulgence coſts vs many ſtripes;and many teares: whata continbed circle is here 
of finnes, iudgements, repentance, deliuerances e The converſation with Idolaters, 
taints them with ſinne,their; finne drawes on iudgements, the ſmart of the judgement 
moues them to repentance ypon their repentance followes ſpeedy deliuerance, vpon 
their peace and cſi DF nm 


d deliverance they finne againe. FRO wo 
Othniel,Calebs nephew, had reſcued them from Idolatry and ſeruitude ; his life and 


their innocence and peace ended together. How powerfull the preſence of onegood 
man is in a Church or State,is beſt found in his loſe. © © 

A man thar1s at once eminent in placeand gopdneſſe,is like a ſtake in a hedge; pull 
that vp,and al the reſtare but looſe and rotten ſticks.,cafily. remoued:: or like thepiller 
of a vaulted roofe, which either ſupports, or ruines the building. Who would not 
| thinke Idolatry an abſurd afd vnnaturall finne © whichas.it hath the feweſt induce- 
| merits, ſo had alſo the moſt dire&inhibitions from God, and yet after all theſe war- 
nings,.I{rael falls into it againe : Neither affliction nor repentance can ſecureanl{tr 
elite from redoubling the worſt ſinne, if hee be left to his owne failty. It is no cenfu- 
1 Ting of the truth of, our preſent ſorrow, by the euent of 4 following miſcarriage; The 
former crycs.of Iſraelto God were ynfained, yet their preſetit wickednefle is abom- 
table; Ect him that thinkes he ſtands,take heed leſt hefall. oo © 
| No{ooner had he faid(I{rael had reſt)but he addes, They committed wickednelſe: 
The ſecority of any. people is the cauſe oftheir corruption . ſtanding waters ſoonc 
grow noy f ome, Wh! es they wefe exerciſed with warre,how ſcrupulous werethey 0 
rhe leaſt intimarion of Idolatry? thenewes of a bare Altar beyond Iordan,drew the 
Logether tor a reyenge; now they are at peace with their enemies,they arc at varude 
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with God. lt is both hard and happy not to be the worſe with libertie;The ſedentar y 
life is moſt ſubieR todiſeaſes, 

Rather then Iſrael ſhall want a ſcourge for their fin, God himſelfe ſhal raiſe them 
| vp an enemy: Moab had no quarrel but his own ambition :but God meant by the am- 
[bition of the one part,to puniſh the Idolatrie of the other ; his iuſtice can make one} 
ſinne the executioner of another, whileſt neither ſhall looke for any other meaſure fr 
him,but iudgement: The euill of the City 1s ſo hs, that the inſtrument is notguiltles, 
Before, God had ſtirred vpthe King of Syria againſt Iirael; now,the King of Moab; | 
afterwards, the King of Canaan : Hee hath more varietie of iudgements, rhen there| 
can be offences;if wee haue once made him our aduerfarie,hee (hall be ſure to make} 
vs aduerſaries enow ; which ſhall reuengehis quarrell, whileſt they proſecute their 
owne, | 

Euen thoſe were Idolaters,by whoſe hands God plagued the Tdolatries of Iſrael.In 
Moab,the ſame wickedneſſe proſpers,which in Gods owne people is puniſhed : the 
iuſtice of the Almighty can leaſt brook euill in his own;the ſame heathen which pro- | 
uoked Iſrael to fin , ſhall ſcourge them for 1inning.Our very profeſſion hurts vs,it wel 
| be not innocent. | 
No leffe then eighteene yeeres did the rod of Moab reſt vpon the inheritance of 
God:lſracl ſeemes as borne to ſeruitude; they came from their bondage in the Land 
of Egypt, to ſerue inthe Land of Promiſe : They hadnegle&ed God, now they are 
negleed of God ; their ſinnes have made them ſervants, whom the choyce of God 
had made free, yea, his firſt borne. Worthy are they to ſerue thoſe men,whoſe falſe 
gods they had ſerued ; and to ſerue themalwayes in thraldome, whom they have 
once ſerued in Idolatry. Vee may not meaſure the continuance of puniſhment, by 
the time of the commillion of finne ; one minutes {in deſeryes a torment beyond all 
time, 

Doubtleſſe, Iſrael was not ſo inſenſible of their owne miſcrie,as not to complaine 
ſooner then the end of cighteen yeers:The firſthoure ciiey fighed for thenſelues, bur 
now they cryed vato God. The very purpoſe ofatiliction 1s ro make vs importunate : 
He that hears the ſecrer murmures of our griete,yet will not ſeem to heare vs, till our 
cries be loud and ſtrong.God fees it belt to let the penitent dwell tor the time vnder 
their ſorrowes;he ſees vs ſinkingal the while,yet he lets vs atone, till we be at the bot- 
tome : and when once wee can ſay, 0#t of the deptws hawe 1 cried to thee ,, inſtantly fol- 
lowes,The Lord heard me. A vehement ſuter cannot bur be heard of God wharſoeuer 
hee askes. If our prayers want ſucceſle,they want heart; their bleſſing 1s accor- 
ding totheir vigour, Wee lue in bondage to theſe prrituall Moabites, our owne 
corruptions,It diſcontents vs:but where are our ſtrong cries vato the God of heauen 
Where are our teares?If we could paſſionately bemoane our ſelues to him, how ſoon | 
ſhould wee bee more then conquerours ?- Some good morions wee hane to ſend 
P to him. but they faint in the way,” Wee may call long enough, it wee cry not to 

im. | | CS | 
The ſame hand that raiſed vp Eg/ev againſt Iſrael, raiſed vp alſo Ehud for Iirael a- 
ainſt Felon : When that Tyrant hath reuenged God of his people,God will revenge 
| his people of him. It is no priuiledge to bean inſtrument of Cods vengeance by euull 
meanes. Though Zz/ox were an V {urper,vet had Ehxd been a Traytor,it God had not 
ſent him:it is only in the power of him that makes Kings, when they are once ſetled, 
todepoſe them. It is no more poſhble for our moderne butchers of Princes,to ſhew 
they are imployed by God then to eſcape the reucnge of God in offering to doe this 
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violence,not being imployed. Oda gr 63 adbe -L0Þ | 

 Whata firange choycedoth God make of an Executioner?A man ſhut of his right 

hand ; cither he had but one; hand or vſed but one, and that the worſe, and more vn- 

| ready. Who would nothaue thought both hands too little for ſuch a worke ,Or,if cl- 
ther might have been ſpared, how much rather the left?>Gqd ſeethnot as man ſeeth : 

| Itis the ordinary wont of the Almightie, ro make choyce of the ynlikelieſt meanes, 
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\ co be truſted that man will vſe without him. | 
| JItisg00dto be ſuſpicious where 1s leaſt ſhew of danger, and moſt appearance of | 
| 10ur. This left-handed man comes with a preſent in hus hand, buta dagger ynde, 


\ bribe : Neither God nor mendoe alwaics gue where they loue, How oft doth God } 


; (/ontemplations, 


Lig: [x 


- _ - _ OTF OAI fog von OI | . | 
The taſtruments of God muſtnot be meaſured by their owne power, or aptitude; but 
by the wilofthe Agent. Though Ehud had no hands,hethat imployed him, had «ng. 
-- ro this laughter, In humane things, it is good to looke tothe meanes . j1 
bled him tot g ar pred ; 
diuvine,to the worker;No meanes are to be eontemned that God will vieqno means] 


his skirt, The Tyrant, beſides {eruice,lookr tor o1tts ; and now recelues death in his} 


ive extraordinary illumination,power of miracles,betides wealth & honour, where 
| he hates? So doe men too oft accompany their curſes with preſents ; either leaſt ane. 

nemy ſhould hutt vs,or that we may hurt them, The intention 1s the fauour in gitts, f 
and not the ſubſtance. | 


Ehbuds faith ſupplies the want ofhis hand : Where God intends ſuccefle, hee lift 
vp the heart with reſolutions of courage and contempt of danger, What indifſe.' 
rent beholder of this proie&t would not haue condemned it,as vnlikety toſpeed; To 
ſee a maimed man goe alone toa great King , in the mideſt of all this troopes; tg 
fng'e him out fromall witneſſes; to ſer vpon him with one hand in ts owne Parlor, | 
where his Courtiers might have heard the leaſt exclamation, and have eomne in, 
if not tothe reſcue, yetto therevenge 2 Euery circumſtance is full of unprobabil;. 
Lies : Faith euermore ouer-lookes the difhculries of tne way , and bends her eye; 
| onely tothe certaintic of the end, In this inteſtine {laughter of our tyrannicall cor.| 
ruptions, when wee caſt our eyes vpontour felues, wee might welldeſpaire : Alaſſe, 
{ what can our ſeft hands doe againſt theſe ſpirituall wickectneſſes > But whenwee 
| ſce who hath both commanded , and vndertaken to proſper theſe Holy deſigns 
how can wee maiſdoubt the {ucceſſe 2 7 can doe all things throvgh him that Prengthen; 
Wee -- Wy TO oy” ow | 
When £had hath obtained the conuenicht ſecrecie both of the weapon and! 
place ; now with a confident forehead hee approaches the Tyrant, and falutes him, 
witha truc and awfuli preface to fo important an act : 7 hauea meſſaze to thee from 
God. .Even Ehuds poynard was Gotds meſſage ; not onel y the vocalladmonitions, | 
butalſothe recall iudgements of God-are his errands to the world, tee ſpeakes to vs 
in rainc and waters,in {ickneſſes and famine, in vnicaſorable times and inundations: 


Theſe are the ſecondary meſſages of God; itwe will not heare the firſt, ve mub heare 
theſe togur colt, 


I cannot but wonder at the devout reverence of this Heathen Prince : hee fate in| 
his Chaire of State; the vnweildineſſe of his fat body was ſuch,that hee couldnor | 
riſe with readinesand eaſe;yet no ſooner doth he hearenewesof a meſſage from God, 


bur hee riſes vp from his Throne,and revereutly attends the tenor thereof : ,Thouph 


hee hadno ſuperior tocontroll him, yet he cannot abide to be vamannerly in the bu- | 
ſineſſe of God. i : mY | 


| This man wasan Idolater, a Tyrant : yet what outward reſpe&s doth hee giveto| 


the true God ? Externall ceremonies of pictie, and complemedts ofdeuotton, may 
well be found with falſhood in Religion. They are a good ſhaddow of truth where it 
is : but where it is not, they are the very body of hypocriſie, Hee that had tifen vpn 
Armes againſt Gods people, and the true worſhip of G od, now riſes vp inreuerciuce 
i WY ame, God would haue liked well to hauc had lef ofhis. courts ſie,more of his 

obedience, Fore __ | 


He lookt to haue heard the meſſage with his eares,and hee ATI it inthis quts ;0| 
ſharpea meſlage, thar it pierced the body, &let out the ſoule through that vnclcane 
paſſage:neither did it admitofany anſwere,bur ſilence and death. In that parthad hc 


offended by pamperingit, and making it his god; and now his bane findes the ſame 
way With his ſinne, ES EET 
| 


{ This oge hard and cold morſell, which hee cannot digeſt;; -paies for allthol| 


P . = «4 —_— 
i. tt — _—CÞ 
oy Dc _— ng hg Can. th — dl — 


L IB. IX. | 


gluttpnous delicates, whereof he had formerly ſurfered, Ir is the manner of God ,t0- 


5 


take fearefilll revenges of the profeſſed enemies of his Church. |: 


It is amaruell, that neither.any noyſe in hisdying, nor the fall of ſo groſſe a body, 
called in, ſome of his attendants:\Bur that, God which hath intended to bring about 
any deſigne, diſpoſes of all circumſtances to-his owne purpoſe. If &hxd had not come 
forch with calme' and -ſerled countenance; and ſhut the dores after him, all his pro- 


ict had been jn the duſt. Wharhad it beenberter that the, King of £3404b was ſlaine, 


if Iſrael had neither had a meſſenger to informe; nor a Capraine to guide them? Now 


and courage; wiſedome to contriue, and courage go execute; wiſedome toguide his 


cauſe, cannot but ſucceed. .. 


'T'is tio wonder ifthey,who ere foure-{coredaies after the Law deliue- 
Np red;fell to Idolarry.alone,now after foure-ſcore yeers fince the Lay re-' 


time worke looſenefſle in any people. And if forty yeeres after Orhniels 
STRIP cliucrance, they.rclapſed, what maruell-isit thatin twiſe forty after 
Ehud,they thus miſcarried: Whar are they the berterto haue killed Ze/op the King of 
Moab,if the-Idalatry. of Moab haue killed them? The finne of Moab ſhall be found a 
worſe !Tyrant the thir Zg/on;:Ifracl is for euery market ; they fold themſelues to 
Idolatry;God ſels them ro the Canaanites;it is no maruel they are ſlaues,if they will 
be [dolaters. After their longeſt intermiſſion, they haue noiy the ſoreſt bondage. None 
oftheir Tyrants were ſo potent as /abin with his nine hundred Chariots of yron. The 
longer the reckoning is deferred, the greater is the ſumme: God provides on purpoſe 
mighty Aduerfarics for his Church, that their humiliation may be the greater inſu- 
ſtayningzand his glory may be greater in deliverance, 

I danot finde any Prophet in 1ſrael during their finne;but ſo foone as I heare newes 
of their repentance, mention is made ofa Propheteſle, and Iudge of Iſrael. There is 
no better ſigne of Gods reconciliation, then the ſending of his holy meſſengers to any 
people: He 15 not vtterly faln out with thoſe whom he bleſſes with prophecy. Whom 


Captaine;not Lapideth the husband;buta woman, for the honour of her ſex, awife, 
for the honour of wedlocke : Debora, the wife of Lapidorh, | 

He that had choyce of all the millions of Iſrael, culs out two weake women, to deli- 
uer his people; Deborah ſhall indge, 1ael, ſhall execute. All the Palaces of Iſrael muſt 
yeeld'ro the Paime-tree of Deborah, The weakneſle of the inſtruments, redounds to 
thegreater honour of the Workman, Who ſhall aske God any reaſon of his elections, 
buthis own pleaſures Deborah was to ſentence, not to ſtrike;ro command.,not to exe- 
cute: This ad is maſculine, fit for ſome Captaine of Tſrael : She was the Head of I- 
rael; tt was meet {ome other ſhould be the hand: it is an imperfe& and ritular gouern- 
ment,where there is a comanding power,without correion,without execution, The 
meſſage of Deborah findes out Barac the ſonne of Abinoap, in his obſcure ſecrecy,and 
cals-him from a corner of Nepthali, to the honour ofthis exploit. He is ſent for, not 
to getthe victory,butto take it;not to ouercome; but to kill;to purſue, 8 not to beat 
Siſera. Who could not haue done this worke; whetetonot much courage, no $kill 
| belonged 2 Yer eucn for this, will God haue' ar inſtrument: of his owne choice : *It 


ſtored, fell to Idolarry among the Canaanites, Peace could in a ſhorter | 


he departs peaceably, and blowesa Trumper in Mount Ephraim,gathers Iſrael, and | 
fals.yponthe body of Hoab,as well as he had donevpon the head,and procures free. | 
dome.to his people. He that would vadertake great enterpriſes, had need of wiſdoine, 


courage,and courage tolecond his wiſedome ; both which,if they meet with a good | 


yer doe I ſceraiſed to this honour? Not any of the Princes of Iſrael; not Barac the | 
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is moſt fit that God ſhould ſerue himſelfewhere he liſt; of his owne; neither is it to be 
inquired, whom we thinke meet for any employment, but'whom Gedhathicalleg,- 
Deborah had been no Propheteſle, if ſhe durſt haue ſent itt her 6wne natfie -- He, 
meſſage is from himthar ſent her ſelfe, Hath not the Lord God of Yrael communded * , 
| FACS anſwere is faithfull, though conditionate; and dothnot lo nidchinterid'a refuſall| 
| to goe without her,as a neceſſary bond of her prefenice with'him i Who can blame hin | 
that he would haue a Propherefle in hiscompany? If the man had not been as holy | 
valiant,he would not haue wiſhed ſuch ſociety; How niaty think it a perpetualt boy. | 
dage to haue a Prophet of God attheirelbow? God had neuer ſetitfor hin fo farre if] | 
he could haue bin contentto goe vp without Deborah, He khew that there'wasSboth a! 
blefſing;and incouragement in thatpteſence. It isnot putting any-truſt inthe flcceſs} 
of thoſe men, that negle& the meffengersvf God.''! fl 17 2D þ 
To preſcribe that to others, which we draw backe from daing'but ſelues; isanar. 
gument ofhollowneſle and falſity : Barae ſhall ſee that Deborah doth not offer hita tha| 
cup, whereof ſhe dare not begin ; without regard of her ſex ſhe marches with himto 
Mount Tabor, and reioyCesto be ſeene ofthe tenne thouſarid ofFfracl. Withwhat| 
{corne did S:ſera looke at the gleanings of Iſrael? How vtiequalldig:this match ſeeme 
of teh thouſand Iſraclites againſt his three hundred thouſand foot, teathouſand horſs,| 
nine hundred charets of yron © And now in abranery} he cals for his troupes, and! 
meanes to kill this handfull of Iſracl with the very ſight of his picked chariots;and on. 
ly feared,it would be no victory to cut the throats of {> few. The faith of Deborah and 
Barac was not appalled withthis world of Adyerſaties,which from'mount Taborthey| 
ſaw hiding all the Valley below them;they knew whom they had belceued,andhoy 
little anarme of fleſh could doe againſt the God of Hoſts;! -,;c, vi tl 
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Barac went downe againſt $;ſera, but it was God that deſtroyed him. The Tiraelites 
| did not this day wield their owne ſwords, leſt they ſhould arrogate any thing; God 
told them before-hand, it ſhould be his owne aQ. T heare not of one ſtroke't aany| 
Canaanite gaue in his fightzas ifthey were called hither, onely.to ſuffer, Arid now! 
proud S:ſera, after many curſes of the heauineſſe of that yron carriage, isgladto quitf 
his Charior, and betake himſelfe to his heeles. Who cuer yet knewany earthly thing 
truſted in, without diſappointment: It is wonder if God makevs not at laſt as wear 
of whatſoecuer hath ſtolne our hearts from him,as euet we were fond. © | 
Yet Sifera hopes to haue ſped better then his followers, in ſo ſeaſonable an harbou 
of ael, If Heber and Jael had not been great perſons, there had been no note taken| 
of their Tents; There had been no league betwixt King 1abinand them : now their] 
greatneſle makes them knowne, their league makes them tnifted; The diſtreſſe of 5 
ſera might haue made him importunate; bur 14el begins the courtelie, and exceeds the| 
defire of her gueſt : He askes water to drinke; ſhe giues him milke: he wiſhesbur ſhel.! 
ter, ſhe makes him a bed, he deſires the proteRion of her Tent, ſhe couers him witha | 
mantle. And now Siſerapleaſes himſelfe with this happy change, 'and thinkes how} 
much better it is to be here,then in that whirling ofchanots, in that horror of flight, | 
amongſt thoſc ſhrickes, thoſe wounds,thoſe carcaſſes.Whiles he is in theſe thoughts, | 
his wearineſle and caſte repoſall hath broughthim aſleepe. Who-would hauelooked! 
that in this tumult and danger,euen betwixt the very .iawes of death;$Siſera ſhould find) 
time to ſleepe? How many wordly hearts doe ſo in the:mids of their ſpirituall perils! 
Now whiles he was dreaming,doubtleſſe,of the claſhing ofarmours, ratling of cha- 
riots, neighing of hork es,the clamor of the coquered.the furious purſuir of fact: te | 
ſeeing his temples lye fo faire, as if they inuited the taile and hammer entred into the 
thought of this noble exccution; certainly not-without ſome checks of doubt, and 
pleas of feare : Whar if I ftrike him? And yet who am T, that I ſhould dare tothinke| 
of ſuch an act? Isnot this S:ſcra; the .famouſeſt Captaine of the world. whoſe name 
hath wont be fearcfull to whole Nations ?. What if my hand hould Fwarue inthe 
vi : Yon if he ſhould awake, whiles ] am lifting vp this inſtrument of death? 
at it 1 ſhould be ſurprized by ſome of his' followers while the ta is greens; 
1] an 
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Lis.IX. © Givro ns (Calling, l 


and yet bleeding?Can the tnurder of ſo.great a. Leader behid,or vnreuenged?Or if I 
might hope.ſo,yer<an my hart allow mg to be ſecretly trecherous?ls there not peace 
bewixt my;howie, and him > Did not inuite him to my Tent ? Doth he not truſt to} 
my frieadNup and hoſpitality?But what doe theſe weake feares, theſe idle fancies of 
ciuility? [£Sifera be in league with vs,yet is hee not at defiance with Cod? Ishenot a 
Tycant to [ſrael > I's it for nothing that God hath broughthim into my Tent?MayI 
[not now find meanes to repay vntolſrael all their kindnes ro my Grand-father jerhro> 
Doth not God offer mee this day ,the honour to be the-Reſcuer of his people 2 Hath 
God bidden me ſtrike,and ſhallI hold my hand ? No,Siſera ;{leepe now thy laſt and 
take here this fatall reward of all thy cruelty and oppreſſion, 
He that put this-inſtin& into her heart,did put alſo-ſtrength into her hand;Hee that 
guided $i/era to her Tent ,guided the naile thorow his temples; which hath made a 


peety way for his ſoule thorow thoſe parts,and now hath faſtned his eare ſo cloſeto 
c 


the earth,as if the body had been liſtening what was become ofthe ſoule, There lyes: 


now the great terrorot-Iirael at the foot ofa woman : He that brought ſo many hun- 
dred thouſands into the field, hath not now one Page left,either to auert his death,or 
toaccompany it,or bewaile it : He that had vaunted of his yron chariots,is ſlaine b 


one naile of yron,wanting only this one point of his intelicity,that he knowes notby 
whoſe hand he periſhed, 
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He judgements of God ſtill the further they goe the ſorer they are;the 
bondage of Iſrael vnder 14b;» was great, but it was freedome in :om- 
pariſon of the yoke of the Midcianites. During the former tyranny ;De- 

| borah was permitted to1udge [trael vnder a Palme-tree ; Vnder this. 
RK not ſo much as private habitar ions will be allowed toI ſrael;Then the 
ſear of indgemet was inſight of rhe Sunznow tlieir very dwellings muſt be ſecret vn-! 
der the earrh. They that reie&ed the proteGiton of God,are glad toſeek tothe moun 
raines for ſhelter;8 as they had ſauagely abuſed themſelues,ſothey are faine to creep 
into dens 8 caues of the rocks,like wilde creatures for ſauegard:God had ſowne {pi- 

rituall ſeede amongſtthem and they ſuffered their heathenith neighbors topull it v 

by the roots;and now,no ſooner can they ſowe their materiall cede, but Midianites 

and Amalckites are ready by force to deſtroy it. As they inwardly dealt with God .fo 

God deals outwardly by them;Their eies may tell them what their fouls have done : 

yet that God whoſe mercy is aboue the worit of our ſins,ſens firſt his Prophetwirh 

a meſſage of reproof,& then his Angell with a meſiage of deliverance. The Iſraclites 

had ſmarted enough with their ſeruitude, yer God ſends them atharpe rebuke:'t is a 

goodſigne whe God chides vs,his round reprehen(ions areever gracious forerunners 

of mercy : whereas his ſilent connivence at the wicked, argues deepe and ſecret dif- 
pleaſure : The Prophet made way for the Angell, reproofe for deliverance,humili- 
ation for comfort. | PILE | | 

. Gideon was threſhing Vheat by the Wine-preſſe.Yer Iſrael hath both Whear and 

Wine: for all the incurſions of their enemies. Ihe work eſtate our of hell, hath either 
fome comfort, or at leaſt, ſome mitigation ; in ſpighr of all the malice of the world, 
God makes ſecret prouiſion for his owne. How thould it be, but hee that ownes the 
earth,8 al creatures,ſhould reſerue euer a ſufficiency from forrainers(fuch the wick- 
| edare)for his houſhold?In the worſtofthe Midianitiſhtyranny ,Gidones field & barn 
| are priviledged. as his fleece was afterwards from the ſhowre. rg nf oe 

| Why didGigeos threſh out his corne? To hide it;Not from his neighbours, but his 
| encmies ; his Granary might eaſily be more cloſe then his barne, As then, Iſraelites 
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i Who can complainecither of ſolitarineſſe,or oppoſition, that hath God with hiny | 
With him,not only as a witneſſe, but as a party:Euen wicked gyxnangantiecannce,| 
| cxclude God, not the barres of hell can ſhut him out : He+5w: fr perforee” bit) 
| to iudge,to puniſh them : yea, God will becuer with them to their coſt ; but topro-þ 
| re&,comfort,ſaue,he is with none buthis. '- wy 
Whiles he calls Gideon valiant,he make him ſo. How could he be bur valiant,that } 
had God with him? The godleſſeman may be careles,but-cannot be other thencow- 
| ardly.It pleaſes God, toacknowledgehis own graces in men,that he may interehige 
| his own glory,with their comfort; how much more ſhould we contefſle the gr2cesof 
one another? AR enuious natureyis pretudieiall to God ; he is a ſtrange man 1m whom 
therc is not ſome viſible good;yea,in the Deuils themſelucs we may eaſily note ſome 
commendable parts,of knowledge, ſtrength, agilitic : Let God have his owne inthe 


worſt creature; yea,lct the worſt creature haue that praiſe which God would purvp- 
ON it, A EDTA _ 


- 


ai 


— ere 


©14:0 cannot paſſe ouer tliis ſalutation as ſome faſhionable coriplement burkyes 

hold on that part, viychwas moſt important;the tenure of allhis comfors;and-(aznot ! 
regarding the praiſe of his valour).inquires after that which ſhould be the ground of | 
his valour.,the preſence of God:God had ſpoken particularly ro him;he expoſtulates 

tor all. It had been poſſible God ſhould be preſent with him,not with the reſts as hee 

promiſed to haue been with Moſes,not L{rael:8& yet when God faics, T he Lordis with 

thee, he anſweres, Alafſe Lord,if the Lord be with ws. Gideon cannot conceive of him- 
ſelfe as anexempe perſon ; but puts himſelfe amon g the throng of Iſrael, as one that 
could not be ſenlible ofany particular comfort, while the common caſe of Hradtla- 

boured .The maine care ofa good heart is till for the publike,neither car it entwy ir) 
ſelfe, whule the Church of God is diſtreſſed. As faith drawes home generaliries «#61 
charity diffuſes generalitics from it ſelfe to all. Th 
| Yer the valiant man was here weake,weake in faith weake in diſcourſeqwhileſbbe| 
SS Gods abſence by affliction,his preſence by deliverances.and the vnlikelihovd 
- 


{ucceſle by his owne difability;all orofſe incon{equences : Rather ſhould he have 


interred Gods preſence vPon their correction;for wherſocuer God chaſtifes there hc 
by yea. here he is 11 mercy, NBA more proues vs his,then his ftripes ; he willnot | 

tow whipping where he loues not, Fond nature thinkes God ſhould not ſufferthe 
wind to blow vpon his deare ones, becauſe herſelfe makes this vſe ofher owne indul- 
gence;but none out ofthe place of torment, haue ſufferd ſo much as his d earoſt.chil- 


' dre,He ſaies not we are idolaters;therfore the Lord hath forſake vs,becauſe we haue} 
: _—_ : for- 
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|| Paſaken hiok: This ſequelſHad been as good;astheorher was faulty; (The Lord hath 
aggue; God ent, ii) NT OUT ROLL on 33;? BAIN INPOIOTT ST | | 
NN leſtCidein bewrayeth weaknes; God -both giues-him might and itmployes it; | | 
(Goe ncbisthy might, ai ſaxetfrad.) Wihowould not have looked, that ©od thould | 
have ookedangetly.onhim andichid bumifor his vnbeliefe?Burt hewholerrercy will! 
not quench the; weakeſt fireof grace, though i bebutin flax; lookes vpon-him with | 

| compaſſioniate'eyes;andto make gootl his'owne Vord:;giueshim that valour he had ; 
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TT ILCE GED Oo 4b & ns ONT obion #4 SSR TG. 2 q4-71 | 
"* Gideon had not yet ſaid, Lord,deliner 1ſrael:much lefſe had he ſaid, Lord'4eliner Iſratl| 
{ by my hands 1The mor of God prevents the deſire of Gideon tif God ſhould not be- 
inyith vs,we ſhould de cuer miſcrable; if he ſhould not give vs til we agke; yet who 

| ſhould gue vs toaske;if his Spirit did notworkethoſe hs Yprones &{1ghs1n vs,we | 
ſbould never make ute to:God;. He that commonly gives vs power toeraye, ſome-! 
{times giues vs without crauing;thatrhe'benefit might be ſo'rauehimore welcothe,by } 
{how much lefſe is was expeted;& we lo much more thavkful, as he ismibreforward. 
| When he bids vs ask;it isnogfhrchathe needs ro be intreatetd; but chath&trigy-make 
| vs more capableof bleſhngs Þy deſiring thetn «And whero he fees ferijient elites, he 
| taies not for words.z and hee that giues ere weaske, how nwch morewill he giue| 
| WINS WE ABR ncl3 00 77, nat 00h TO 2e IONIC AGED Bos DE Sh ey SOWes, 
He that hath-might ehonghto deliner [hae]; yerhath-notmugtitenough to keepe ; 
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himſelfe fromdont ing.The ftrongeſt faith will ever hauefommgtouch of ififidelitie, | 
And yet this was nof.ſo'muchadiſtruſt ofthe poſibilityoftelivering Tirac?.a5 an in- 
juirie after the meancs; hereby ſhall 2 ſave 1/7abl> The {aldarion of the Angell to &7- 


02:was as like to Gabriel's ſalutation of the bleſſed V irciry'as heiranſwers were like: 
Both Angels broughtnews of deliverance, bothwere anſwered with a queſtion of 
the meanes of anc; waive report of the difhculties in performing : 4h my 


Lord, whereby fhdll1 ſane 1/rael ! How the good man dilparages himſelfe ! It is 2 great 


matter(O Lord)that thou ſpeakeſt of andgreat'aftions require mighty Agents: As | 
for me,who am1-2 My Tribe is none of the greateſt in I{raet;My Fathers tamilie is 
one of the meaneſt in his Tribe,and I the nieaneiLin his familie ; Poverty is a fuffici- 
'ent barre to great cnterpriſes. EE - | we | 
' hereby ſhall Humilitie is botha figne of following glory and a way to it,and an 
occaſion of it:Bragging and height of ſpirit, will not carry tewith God : None have! 
euer been raiſed by him,put thoſe which haue formerly deteRted themſclues : None 
| haue been confounded by him,that haue been abaſed in themfelues, Therevpon it is 
that he addes; 1 will therefore be with thee; as if he had anſwered, Hadlt thou nor been 
ſo poore.in thy ſelfe,] would not have wrought by thee, How ſhould God be magni- 
fied ih has mercies, if wee were not vnworthy > How ſhould hee be ſtrong, ifnor in 
our weakneſle ? Danes re Regs 
All this while,G:dcon knew fot it was an Angell that ſpake with kim;He ſaw a man 
and before him like a Travailer,with a ftaffe inhis hand; Theynuſualneſſe of thoſe 
revelations in thoſe corrupted times was ſuch, that Gideon might thinke of any thing 
rather then an Angell:No maruel if ſo ſtrangea promiſe from an vaknown meffenger 
found not a perfe&t aſſent ; Faine would hee beleeue, but faine-would hee have good 
wartaat for his faith. In matters of faith we cannot go vpon too ſure grounds. As Ms- 
ſes therefore being ſent vpon rhe ſame errand, deſired a figne, whereby Ilract might | 
know, that God Nor him : Sq Gideoz delires a {igne fromthis Bearer, to know thay | 
his newes is from Gad, | | WERE FEEL FESASEY 7 
Yet the very hopeof ſo happy newes,not yet ratified, ſirres vp in Gideon both 1oy 
and thankfulneſſe, After all the iniurie of the Midianites,he-was not {o poore,but ho 
could beſtow a Kid and cakes vpon the Reporter of ſuch ridings. Thoſe which are | 
rightly affected with the glad newey afour ſpirituall deljuerance,ftudy to ſnew their | 
| louing reſpe&s ta the meſſengers, oe (<00a72d 12 FT 2 
P; FRG ' $1059 p 
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5 
whoſe meat and _ : if fleſh 
Out VPOn TNE ItONE 5 FORE | at, 
CT obes the feaſt with his ſtaffe,8 conſumes:1t with firefrom the ſtone” be 
departed.He did not ſtrike the ſtone with hus ſtaffe( for the attrition'of two hard bi] 
dies would naturally beget fire) but he touched the mear, and brought fire frog th 
one : And now whiles Gideon ſaw and wondredat the ſpirituall aGt;he loſt the oth 
ofthe Agend.Q.- 755 ol tthtw fs jon h5terG EINE 37 20 EE UTE 
He that came without intreating, would not haue departed without taking leave. | 
but that he might increaſe 6jdcons wonder , and that his wonder might increaſe}; | 
faith. His ſalutaion therefore was not ſo ſtrange, as his farewell. "Moſes touchet the 
rocke with his ſiaffe,and brought forth water,and yeta man, and yet continued Witt 
the Iſraclites, This meſſenger touches the ſtone with his ſtaffe, and brings forth Kre' } 
and preſently vaniſhes, that he may approue himſelfea ſpirit. And now Gideon, which | 
he hadgathered vp himſelfe, muſt necds thinke, Hethat can raiſe Þre out of aftone | 
can raife courage and power outof my dead breſt;Hethar by this fire hath conſumed! 
| the broth and fleſh, can by the Detdefnimof my fortitude conſume Midian, '*' ' } 
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| Gideon did not ſo much doubt before,as now hee feared, Wee that ſhall once lis 
with.and be like the Angels,in theeſtateofour impotency thinke;wee cannor ſeea 
Angell and live. Gideoz was acknowledged for mighty in valour, yet herrembth x; | 
| che {ight ofan Angell, Fezer that durſt draw his ſword vpon Malchas,and all the tthin| 
of Iudas,yct fcares when he thought he had ſeen a ſpirit.Ournatural courage canhot| 
{ beare vs out aginaſt ſpirituall obieQs.This Angell was homely and faimiliar;rakiti| 

vpon him for the time,a reſemblance of that fleſh whereof he would afterwards tals| 
| the ſubſtance; yeteuen the valiant Gideon quakes to have ſeene him:How awetul] and 
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glorious 1s the God of Angels,when he w1ll be ſeene in the ſtate of heauen ! -- | 

The Angell that departed for the wonder, yet returnes for the comfort of Gideon,| 
[r is not the wont of God to leaue his children in a maze, but he brings them outin| 
the ſame mercy which led them in,& will magnihe his grace inthe one;no lefſe then} 
his power in the other. | CANT TY 
Now Gideon g rowes acquainted with God, and interchanges pledges of familiari- 
tie;He builds an Alrar to God, and God conferres with him; and (as he vſes where | 
he loues)1mployes him, His firſt tascke muſt be to deſtroy the god of the Midianites, | 
then the Idolaters themſelues. Whiles Baals Alkar and groue ſtood in the hiltof 0-| 
phrah I{racl ſhould in vain hope toprevaile:It is moſt iuſt with God. thar indgement| 
ſhould continue with the ſin, and no lefſe mercy, if it may remoue After it, Woukdſt} 


thou faine be rid ofany judgement ? Inquire what falſe Al | 11 ha 

inthy heart ! downe with them firſt, y OTE a; Ex wa | 
Firſt muſt Baals Altar beruined, ere Gods be built, both may not and tooether; | 
The true God will haue no ſociety with Idols,neither will allow itvs.I donot heare | 
him ſay, That Altar and groue which were abuſed to Baal confecrate now to me;but} 


as one whoſe holy ielouſie wil abide no worſhip t 


P til there be no idolatry he firſt com- 
mands downe the monuments of ſuperſtition.and then iniox Ek a ye} 
the wood of Baals groue muſt be a toburn a A Len HIVErE 


| ſacrifice vnto God:W hen i e 

Gs Gods < EXON, _ their danger ceaſed, The afoot i | 
aue beene profaned to Idolatry, may. ina ch £ Ccatures 

the holy ſervice of their Maker, Y, may, inachange oftheir vſc,bee imployed t0 | 


Though ſome Iſraelites were penitent vnder this humiliation ver Rl nyoro ofch 

py - o . ; b) t ft hem 
roma in their wonted Idolatry.The very houſhold of DES gras or | Ba- 
alites,and his neighbours of Ophrah were in the ſame finne:yea ifhis father had been 


free,whatdid he with Ba4ls groueand Altar > He d elnretdlet 
? ares not th 1 rs 
ſeruants, though hee rooke his bullocks, but commands pion Ds Viet !s ' 
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rag me GE a... 
L1s, IX | C IDE ONS prepararion arid vidory, 


| beſt ſeen inthe ſeruants : Gideons ſervants (amongſ-the :idolatious tetihiie- of 10aſh) | 
or qoige ods og | on nin (Pp SPI RD | WER, RP 7" gy as ESE. 
| are teligiotrs, like theit Maſter; yet the miſdeuotion'6f 79aſh, and the Ophrathires was | 
not obſtthnate; Toaſh is eaſily perſwaded by his ſonne, and eaſily perſwades his neigh! 
| bours, how vnreaſanable ir is to plead for ſucha'god -as cannot ſpeake for himſelfe;to 
revenge his eaufe; that could not defend himfelfe; Ler Baat plead for himfelfe: One ex- 
attiple "of 4 refolate onſer in'anoted perſon,, may doe more good then a thouſand: ſe. 
conds itithe proecedi o of anaQtion. * rn gitiess FECAL JOE 0 ST ELOITYT LD Oe 
; © YOON Carell the M antes in an vprore toloſe their godz They need not now bee 
biddti ro'muſterthemſclues for revenge. He hathno Religipn,thar can ſufferan indig- 
Tl, ae! + 90 0h EIN? >} C0 \ "y.; <-> eh is P14 | > + C a4 4 xe s 
mer on 
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both him, and( when he will) his. 7” | | 1 
 Andnow when Gideon had this reciprocall proofe of his inſuing ſucceſle, he goes on 
| fas he well may) harneſſed with reſolution, and is ſeen in the head of his troupes, and 
in the face of the Midianites.Ifwe cannot make vp the match with God, when we haue 
our owne aSking,we are worthy to fit out, © 
Gideon had but thirty thouſand ſouldicrs at his' heeles, : the Midianites couered all 
the valley like Graſhoppers : and now whiles the T{taelites thinke, We are too few, | 
God ſayes,'T be people aretop many. If the Iſraelites tnuſt haue looked for victory from 
their fingers,they might well haue ſaid, The Midianites are too many for vs : but thar , 
God, whoſe thoughts and words are vnlike to mens, ſayes, They are too many for me to | 
giue the Midianites into their hands.If humane ſtrength were tobe oppoſed;there ſhould 
hate needed an equality; but now God meant to giue the victory, his care is not 
how to getit,but howts loſe or blemiſhtheglory of it gotten. How icalous Godis of | 
his honour ! Hee is willing to giue deliueranice to Iſrael, but the praiſe of the deliue- 

| / | rance 


| 


JO IR 


——_— _ 


WT — _ 


- Contemplationse, - | 


lis cehe will keepeto himſelfe;and will ſhorten:the meancs;thar.he may þaue t be full; 
his honour, how will 


he indure it to;be crofcd ſo.much as indireQtly : Its lefſedan.,| 
| oerto ſtcateany. thing from God, then tus glory. {pe 7 os an | 
[9 As tne ſteale or clip his coyne,may.par don jt;but if we goe abour| | 
\ to rob himiof his Crowne, willnot be appealed. There 15 nothing that we can glueto | 
| God ofwhom wee receiue all things; that which he is content. to, part. wathz he giues | | 
vs: but he, will notabide we hould rake ought from him,wvhich he would reſerve for| | 
| himſelfe. Ir is all onewith him to ſaue with many, as with few, but hexather chooſes 
| to ſaueby few, that all the victory may redound'to himſelf. © God,what arr thou the]: 
\ better for our praiſes, to whom, becauſe thouarr infinite, nothing can be added ? Iris | 
for our good thatthou wouldſt be magnified of vs: Oh teach vsto receiuerthe benefit] 
of they mercifull fauours, and toreturne thee the thanks. Rr | 
Gideons Array muſt be leſſened; Who are ſo fit to be caſhieredas thefeareful*God |! 
bids him therefore proclaime licence for all faint heartstq eas the field. An ill inſtru. | 
ment may ſhamea good worke: God willnot glorific himſelte by cowards. As theti- [ 
merous ſhall be without the gates of heauen,ſo ſhall they be without the liſts of Gods | 
field. Although it was not their courage that ſhould faue Iſrael, yer withourthelrcour | 
rage God would not ſerye himſelfe of them. Chriſtianity xequires men;forif our ſpi. |. 
rituall difficulties mect not with high ſpirits, inſtead of whetting our fortitude, they 
quaile it; Daxids royall Band of Worthies,was thetype ofthe forces ofthe Church, | 
all valiant men, and able to incounter with thouſands, ' _ bb 
Neither muſt wee be ſtrong onely,bur acquainted with our owne reſolutions ;' not 


out of any carnal preſumprion,but out of aFaithful reliance ypon the ſttength of God, | 


int whom, when wee are weake, then weeareſtrong, Oh thou hire liver ! dothbur2] 
foule word,or a frowne ſcarrethee from Chri2:Poth the loſſe of alittle and, orfil- | 
ver diſquiet thees Doth but the ſight ofthe Midianites in the valley ſtrike thee? Home| 
then, home to the world; thou art not then for rhe conquering Band of Cheiſt : If 
thou caaſt not reſolue to follow him through infamy, priſons, racks,iybbets, flames | 
depart tothine houſe, and ſaue thy life to thy lofle, le 
Me thinks now, Iſrael ſhould haue complained of indignity, and haue ſaid, Why |. 
ſhouldſt thou thinke, O Gzdeoy, that there can be a cowardly Iſrgelite ? And if the ex. 
pericnce of the power and mercy of God, be not enough to make ys feareleſle,yet the 
ſenſe of ſeruitude muſt needs haue made vs reſolute, for who had not rather to be buri- 
| ed dead, then quicke? Are we not fain to hide our heads in the caues of the earth,and 
to make our graues our houſes? Not ſo muchas the very light that we can freely inioy.| 
the tyrannic of death is but ſhort and cafe, to this of MHidiar : and yet what danger 
can there be of that,ſtch thou haſt ſo certainly aſſured vs of Gods promile. of, vieory, | 
and his miraculous confirmation? No, G:deon,thoſe hearts that haue brought ys hither 
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after thy colours, can as well keepe vs from retiring. ES 
But now, who can but bleſſe himſelfe,to finde of two and thirty thouſand Tſraelites, 
two and twenty thouſand cowards? Yet al theſe in Gideops march,made as faire 2 flou- 
riſh of courage as the boldeſt, Who can truſt the faces of men,thar ſees ini' the Army: 
of Iſrael, aboue two for one timerous ? How many make a glorious ſhew in the war-| 
faring Church, which then they ſhall ſee danger of perſecution, ſhall ſhrinke fromthe] 
' Standard of God? Hope of fatifie, examples of neighbours, deſire of raiſe, feare of | 
cenſures,coattion of lawes, fellowſhipof friends,draw many into the eld, which ſo 
foone as cuer they ſcethe Aduerſary,repent oftheir conditions: & if they may clean- 
ly eſcape, wil be gone carly fromMount Gilead. Can any man be offended arthe num-| 
ber of theſe ſhrinkers, when he ſees but ten thouſand Iſraelites left of two and twen- 
ty thatlng in ons morning ? 
hele men that would haue been aſhamed togoe away by day. now drop awa 
by nights. And if Gideou ſhould haue called any 7 of = ##DOs 3.4 _ ſaid, wil 
thou flee ? would haue made an excuſe, The darkneſſe isa fit yaile for their paleneſſe, 
n or 
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L L B, ] Xs ſ 
or bluſhing; fearefulnefle cannot abide the light : None of theſe thouſands of I'tae!; 
but would haue been loth Gideon ſhould have {cene his face whiles he ſaid,I am fearc- 
full:Very ſhame holds ſome in their ſtation, whole hearts are aiready tied, And ifwe 
cannot endure that men ſhould be witneſſes of that feare which we might live to cor- 
re&t,how ſhall wee abide once to ſhew our teareful heads before that terrible 1d oc 
when he cals vs forth to the punuſhment of our feare?Oh rhe vanitie of foolith hypo- FA 
crites,that run vpon the terrors of Cod, whiles they wou'd auoid the ſhame ofmen ! | 
How doe we thinke the ſmall remainder of Itrael icoked, when in the next mor. 
ning-muſter they found themſelucs but ten thouſand icitr?How did they accuſe their 
timorous Countrimen , that had left but this han«ituil to encounter the :4iilions of 
Midian > and yet ſtill, God complaines of too many ; and vpon his tria!!, diſmiſſes 
nine thouſand ſeuen hundred more. His hr(t triali waz of rae vatour ol © oir rindes: | 
his next is of the abilitie of their bodies, Thoſ®, which be*:de5 boldncs, cenur firons:, 
patient of labour and thirſt, withng to ſtoope,content with a !itt!s/ juch were tho ſh 
that tooke vp water with their hand)are not tor the ſele& Band of God, The LoFd of 
Hoſts wil ſerue himſelfof none Hut able Champions:Tfhe have therfore tingled vs in 
to his combate,this very choice argues that he ands that firength in vs, which we can 
not confeſſe in our ſclues. How can it but e6forr vs inqur great trials that ifthe Sear-| 
cher of harts did not find vs fit,he would neuer honour vs with ſo hard an imploimer? 
Now, when there is not ſcarce left one Itraciite to cuery thouſand ofthe Midia- 
nites,it is ſeaſonable with God to toyne batrel, When C od hath ſtripped vs of al our 
earthly confidence,then doth he finde time to give vs victorie z and not till then Jeſt 
he ſhould be a loſer in our gaine : like as at laſt he vaclothes vs of our body, that he | 
may cloath vs vpon with glory. 
If Gideon feared when he had rwo and thirty thouſand Iſraelites at his heeles, is it 
any wonder if he feared,when all theſe were ſhrunk into three hundred>Though his 
confitmation were more,yet his meancs were abated, Why was not G:dcon rather the 
Leader of thoſe two 8 twenty thoujand runne-awaves, then ofcheſe three hundred 
ſouldiers > Oh infinite mercy and forvearance of God, that takes not vantage of ſo 
| ſtrong an infirmitie, butin ſtead of caitiag, encourages him! That wife prouidence 
hath prepared a dreame in the head ot one Midianiic,an interpretation 1n the mouth 
| of another ,and hath brought G7deo7 to deanaudiror of votizand barh made his enc- 
mies Prophets of his victorie,incouragers of the atte:npr,Prociauners Of their owne 
confuſion, A Midianite dreames, a Midianite mrerprets. Our very dreamnes many 
tines are not without God:;there is a prouicdence in our fleeping fancies : euen the e- 
nemies of God may haue viltons,8 power to conſtrue them arighr, How viually are 
wicked men forewarned of tneir owne deſtruction? To torcknow & not auotd ts bur 
an aggration of tudgement. ? | 
WW hen G#:7co heard good newcs(thougph tromatrenemie)hee fell downe and wor- 
ſhipped.To heare himſe{fe but a Parly-cake,rroubie kim nor, when he heard with- | 
all that his rolling downe the hill ſhould breakethe "| ents of Midian.Tt matters rior 
how baſe we be thought, ſo wee may be victorious. The foule that hath receiuct full 
confirmation from God in the aſſurance of his faination, cannot but bow rhe knee, 
and by all geſtures of body.tell how it is rauithe-i, I would hane thought, . Gideon 
ſhould rather haue found full confirmation in the promife & aft of God,then inthe 
|dream of the Midianite.Dreames may be full of vncertainty;Gods vndertakings are 
 infallible:well therfote might the miracle of God giue itrengrh to the dream ofa Mi- 
dianite; but what ſtrength could a Pagns dreame giverothe miraculous at of God? 
yet by this is Gideox throughly ſettled. When we are going. a little thing drines vs On; 
when we are come necr to the ſhore, the very tide without fails ts enough to putvs iN- 
to the harbor, We ſhalyuow hearenomore of Gidegus doubts, but of his atchievemicrs: 
And thogh God had promiſed by theſe three hundred to chaſe the Midianires,yerhe 
neglets not wiſe ſifatagems toeffect ir. To wait for Gods performance ind6ingno- 
thing,istoabuſe thatdiuine prouidence, which wilſowork thatwilnorallow vs 1dle, 
ee Ds Now, | _.._.. 
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 (ontemplations, + Lis 1% 
Now. when wee would looke that Gideon ſhould giue charge of whetting their| 
{w ords and ſharpening their ſpeares,and fitting their Armour, he onely giues order 
| for emprie Pitchers and Lights,and Trumpets. The cracking of theſe pitchers ſhall 
breakein piecesthis Midianitith clay:the kindling oftheſe lights ſhal extinguiſh the 
light of Midian:theſe Trumpets ſound no other then a ſoule-peale to all the Hoaſt of 
Midian : there ſhall need nothing but noiſe and light ro confound this nnumerah[e! 
\rmic. 
"= ifthe pitchers, and brands, and trumpets of G#/con, did ſo daunt and diſmay! 
the proud troopes of Midian and Amaleck, who can wee thinke ſhall be able to ſtangi 
before the laſt terror herein the Trumpet of the Archangell ſhall ſound, 8 the heg. 
uens ſhall paſſe away witha noiſe, and the Elements ſhall bee on a flame abour yr 
Cares ? LY | 
Any ofthe weakeſt Iſraclites would hfue ſerued to haue broken an empty pitcher,tg 
haue caried alighr,8to haue ſounded a trumper, 8 to ſtrike a flying aduerſary.Not 
to the baſeſt vſe will Godemploy an vaworthy Agent;he willnotallow fo much as 
a cowardly Torch-bearer. . 
Choſe two 8& twenty thouſand Tſraclites that (lipt away for feare, when the feare-| 
full Midianites fled,can purſue & kill them,and can follow them at the heels,whom | 
| they durſt not look in the face.Our flight giues aduantage to the feeble{t adverſary, ! 
whereas our reſiſtance foileth the greateſt: How much more.it we haue once turned | 
our backes vpon a tentation,ſhal our ſpiritual enemies(which arecuer ſtrong)tram- 


ple vs in the duſt?Reſiſt,and they ſhall flee : ſtand ſtill, and we ſhall {ee the ſaluation 
of the Lord, c | 
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T he revenge of Succoth and Penuel. 


|7deon was of Manaſſeh : Ephraim and he were brothers, ſonnes of 19/9: 
;; None ofall the Tribes of Iſrael fal out with their victorious Leader but! 
he. The agreement of brothers is rare ; by how much nature hath more | 
| endeared them, by ſo much are their quarrels more frequent and dan- 
- gerous. [did not heare the Ephramites offering themſelues into the fron; { 
of the Armic,before the fight, andnow they are ready to fight with Gideox bong 
they were not called to fight, with Midias : Theare them expoſtularing after it; After 
theexploitdone,cowardsare valiant. Their quarrel was,that they were not called:lt| 
had been a greater praiſe of their valor to have gone vnbidden. Whatneed was there 
to call them, when God complained of multitude, and ſent away thoſe whichwere 
called?None ſpeake ſo bigge in the end of the fray,as the fearefulleft, : 
Ephraim fues vpon Gideon whiles the Midianites flic from him;when Gideon ſhould 
be purſuing his enemies, hee is purſued by brethren , and now is glad to ſpend that 
wind in pacitying of his own,which ſhould have bee aughr 


Aq C e dcen beſtowed in the flaughrer ofa 
common Aduerfary.lt is wonder if Satan ſuffer vsro be quiet at home ,whiles we ate 


exexclled with warres abroad. Had not Gideoz learned to ſpeake faire, as well as to 
mite, he had found worke enough from the ſwords of loſephs ſonnes:his good words 
are as victorious as tus ſword; his pacification of friends, better then his execution of 
enemies, ETD mY : 


For ought Ice, 


. fe oubleſome t n the 
oppoſition of M:dian : Hee hath left the enuie of Ep ; 0 Gideon, then tne 


hy . , " . : we + h 
he findes the enuic of Succoth and Penuel ; Theone emis a 0; was 
*ithour them the other, that he ſhould fay, Hee had overcome His purſuit leades 
him to Succoth,there he craues teliefe,and 1s repelled. Had he aid Cans forth and 
draw your {word with mee againlt Zeba and Zilmunna, the motion had Boene bute- 
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quall:A common intereſt challenges an vniucrfall aid : Now he ſayes but, Gixe mor {els 
of bread to my followers, Heis turned off witha ſcorne;Hee askes bread, and they glue | 
him a ftone. Could he aske a more ſlender recompence of their aeliuerance,or aleſle | 
reward of his victory? Give merſels of bread, Before this a&t,all their ſubitance had bin | 
to0 ſmall an hier for their freedome from Mia; nuw when it is done, a morſell of 
bread 1s too much: Well mighr he challenge bread, where hegaue liberty,and life. It 
is hard, if thoſe which fight the warres of God, may not haue neceſſary relicfe; that 
whites the enemydies by them,they ſhould dye by famine. If they had laboured for 
Godat home 1n peace,they had been worthy of maintenance, how n.uch more now, 
thatdanger is added to their toyler? Enen very Executioners looke for fees : but here 
were no malefaQors,but aduerfaries tobe flaine;,the ſword of power and reuenge was: 
now to be wiclded,not of quiet iuſtice. Thoſe that fight for our ſoules ag2inſt ſpiritu- 
all powers, challenge bread from vs, and it is ſhameleſſe vnthankfulnefſe to deny it- 
| When Abraham hiad vanquiſhed the fiue Kings,and delivered Zo7 and his family,the | 
King of Salem met him with bread and wine,and now the ſohnes of Abraham, after | 
an equall victory,aske dry bread,and are denied by their brethren : Craftily yer, and 
vnder pretence ofa falſe title, had they acknowledged the vitory of Gideon, with | 
what forchead'eonld they have denied him bread 4 : ; <4 
Now, I know'not whetacr their faithleſneſle, or enuy liein their Way: re the | 
hands of Zeba and Zalmunnain thy hands?-There were none of theſe Princes of Sac- | 
coth and Penuet, but thought themſelues lherter mienthen G7deozz; That hetherefore 
alone ſhould doe that, which all the Princes of Iſrael durſt not attempr, they hated 
andſcorned to heare. Ir is never ſafe ro meaſure events by the power of the inftry. | 
ment; nor in the cauſes of God { whoſe calling makes the difference ) ro meaſure 0- 
thers by our ſelues : There is nothing more gangerous,then in holy buſineſſes to ſtand 
ypon compariſons;and our owne reputation;(ith it is reaſon God ſhould both chuſe, 
and blefle where he liſts. o | | 
'To haue queſtioned ſo ſudden a viory; had been pardonadle:but todeny it ſcorn-| 
fully,was vnwoithy of Iſraelites. Carnall men thinke that impoſſible to others, which 
themſclues cantiot doe : From hence are their cenſures,hence their exclamations. 
Gideon hath vowed a fearefull reuenge,and nov? performes it; the taunts of his bre- 
thren may not ſtay him from the purſuit of the Midranites, Common enmitics muſt 
firſt be oppoſed, domeſticall, at more leyſure., The Princes of Syccoth feared thety- 
ranny of the Midianitiſh Kings, but they more feared Gideons victory, What condi- 
tion hath their enuy drawn them into? that they are ſorry to ſee Gods enemies cap- 
tiue;rhar Iſraels freedome muſt bee their death, thar the Midianites and they muſt 
tremble at one and the ſame Reuenger. To ſee themſelues priſoners to Zebaand Zal- 
x#11a,had not been fo fearetull,as to ſee Zeba and Zalmuznapriſoners to Gideon, No- 
thing is more terrible to euilt mindes,then to reade their owne condemnation in the 
| happy ſucceſſe of others : hell it ſelke would want one piece of his torment, it the 
wicked did not know thoſe whom they contemned,glorious. | | 
I know not whether more tocommend G:deons wiledome and moderation in the 
proceedings, then his reſolution and iuſtice inthe execution of this buſineſle, I doe 
not ſee him run furiouſly into the City, and kill the next; His ſword had not been fo 
drunkeriwith bloud, that it ſhould know no difference: But he writes dowa the names 
of the Princes,and ſingles them forth for reucnge. Y 
Whenthe Leaders of God cometo a lecricho,or Ai; their ſlaughter was vnpartiall; 
not a woman or childe might live to tell newes; but now that G/e0zz comes to 2 S#c- 
coth, a City of Iſraelites, the Rulers arecallzdforth to death, the peopleare frighted | 
with the example, not hurt with the judgement. To enwrappe the innocent in any 
vengeance,is a murderous iniuſtice: Indeed where all ioyne in the (innc,all are worthy 
to meet in; the puniſhment. Iris like, the Citizens of Succoth could haue been glad 
to ſuccour Gi/co7,if their Rulers had nox forbidden;they mult therefore elcape,whiles | 
their Princes periſh. wy 
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| Tcannorthinke of Gideons revenge, without horror; That theRulers of $ Sccorh 
ſhould have their fleſh torne from their backs with thornes and briers, that they 
\hould bee ar once beaten and ſcratcht to death. What a ſpeQtacle it was : 
| -e their bare bones looking ſome-where thorow the bloudy ragges of their f«{ 
and skinne, and euery ſtroke worſe then the laſt, death multiplied by torment 1 
Tuſtice is ſometimes fo ſeuere, that a tender beholder can ſcarce diſcerne it from 
cruelty. 4 
I ſce the Midianites fare leſſe ill, the edge of the ſword makes a ſpeedy and eaſie 
paſſage for their liues, whiles theſe rebellious Iſraelites dye lingringly vader thornes 
and bryers;enuying thoſe in their death, whom their life abhorred. Howfoeuer men 
live or dye withour the pale-of the Church,a wicked [ſraclite ſhall be {ure of plagues, 
_ many ſhall ynwiſh themfelues Chriſtians, when Gods reuenges haue found 
themans?: ot: | 
| The place where 14706 wreſtled with God and prevailed, now hath wreſtled x: 
you God,and takesa fall;they ſee God auenged, which would not belecue him de. 
luering, | ” I 
Tt was now time for Zebaand Zalmunna to follow thoſe their troops tothe Gt 
whom they had led in the field : Thoſe which the day before were AUGEIrE. ve Y | 
hundred thirty fiue thouſand followers, hauenot ſo much as a Page now left toweep 
_ o_ ceath,and haue lived onely to ſeeall their friends, and ſome enemies dye *u 
their lakes 
; I 
Who canregard earthly greatnefſe, that ſees one night change t 0 owh. 
Ls ops 9 t o Forde captives 2 Ithad been bath —_— —_ 
cads of that Midianitifff tyranny, into which they had d any thouſands 
—_ haue eſcaped that rborg " : ns * "Os 
nd yet, if private revenge hadnot made Gideon iuft, I doubt wheth d di 
The bloud of his brothers cals for theirs,and awakes his ſword wars. toerv 
both knew and complained ofthe Midianitiſh opprefſion,vnder which Iſrael one 
yet the cruelty offered to all the thouſands of his Fathers ſonnes, had KI | 
_ _ of Zebaand Zalmunna, if his owne mothers ſonnes bad not bledby __ 
ands, | 
He that ſlew thie Rulers of Succeth & Penuel, and ſpared the peopl at 
the people of Midian, and would haue ſpared their * 515g . Ep on RG 
finde occaſions to winde wicked men into iudgement, will haue them ſlainein _ 
uat quarrel,which had more deſerued it for the publike; If we may not rather ſa hy 
Gideon reuenged theſcas a Magiſtrate, not asa brother: For Gouernors. to mT et 
their owne ends in publike actions, and to wearethe ſword of Iuſtice in their _ 
ſheath, ir is a wrongfull abuſe of authority. The ſlaughter of Gideops brethr a 
ah the grencen linne oy the eng ns Kings: this alone ſhall kill them oe 
expected an vniuſt remiſſion. Inch Co 
one ſinne tor all the reſt - — I 6. oe. 
Some that haue gone away with ynnuturally filthi 
| thineſle, tall 1 | 
clips otties owns dayes with their rein Po ons: hex Boar apnea = 
price = their CR ae aa propre a6 
OS | : Ats arc 1ult, cuen when menSare 
Gideens young ſonne is biddento revenge the death of his 7 
| nor yet learned the way tobloud, cfoecally 7 ry - = LG His firced 
Ons require ſtrength both of heart and face Wo te he £ ppg: Aj 
raw their ſwords ypon the lawfully Anointed of God nn 
o | ? Theſe tyrants plead not now 
| for continuance of life; bur for the haſte of their death, F lth OUT IE 
accompanied with paine, which it is no maruell if Mera an po DNR 100 
affect protraRi : © ell it wewiſh ſhort: We doenot more 
Ks Ls Fa Seng rikerd —y ws lif Dad apa in our diſſolution, for here euery pang 
, es it; Tolycan houre ynder death,is tediousburtonc 
— ying 


_—_—__ 


Linb-lX; _ AB1MELECH8 vſurpation, © | 


dying a whole day,wethinke aboue the:ſtrength of. humane patience. Oh, what ſhall 
we then concciue of that death;which knowes no end 2 As this life is no leſfle fraile 
then the body which it animates; ſo that death is no lefle eternal;then the ſoule which 
muſt endure it. {rf ns x $197 pb? | 

For vs to be dying ſolongas wee now haue leaue t6 liue, is intolerable; and yet 
one onely minute ot rhat 'other tormentirig death, is worſe then an age of this. Oh 
| the deſperate infidelirie of carelefſe men, that ſhrinke at the thought of a momentan 


death,and feare not cternall ! This is. bur a killing of the body : that is a deſtruction of 
body and ſoule. - 5 x ob} | #31 Wo Os. 
Whois ſo'worthy to weare the Crowne of Iſrael, as he that wonne the. Crowne 
from Midian* Their viurpers were gone,now they arc headlefle ; Ir is adoubt whe- 
ther they were better to-haue had no Kings, or Tyrants: They ſue to Gideonto accept : 
ofthe Kingdome, and are repulſed : There isno greater example of modeſty;then G- 
deen. When the Angell ſpake to him,heabaſed himſclfe below all Iſrael ; when the 
Ephraimites contended with himhe prefers their gleanings. ta his vintage, and caſts 
| his honour at their feete ; and now when Iſract proffers him that Kingdome which hee 
had merited, hee refuſes it, Hee that in ouercomming would allow them to cry, The: | 
ſword of the Lord, and of. Gideon, in-goucrning; will haue none buit'T he ſwordof the 
Lord. . Ke Mo] F-x0l 


# 


That whichothers plot, and ſue, and ſweare, and bribe tor{?D:gnity and: ſuperiori- 
7ie,he ſcripuſly reiets;whether it were,for that he knew God hadnot yer called them 
jtOa Monarchy ; or rather, for that he ſaw the Crowne among thorthes? What doe we 
ambitiouſly affte& the command of theſe mole-hils of earth, when wiſe men haue re- 
fuſed the proffers of Kingdomes : Why do we not rather labour for that Kingdome 
which is free from all cares,from all vacertainty 2 + 122 0 .lh2 0 
Yethexrhat refuſes cheir Crowne,cals for their earings,although not to enrich him- 
| {ſelfe,bur religion. Solong had God been ſtranget/ to Iſtael, that now' ſuperſtition 
gocs currant for deuout worſhip. It were pitty that good intentions ſhould make an 

man wicked; here they did ſo: Neuer man meant better then Giatos in his rich Ephod, 
| yet this very ad ſet all Iſrael on whoring: God had:choſen a place;and a ſeruice of his 

owne. Whenthe wit of man will be ouer-pleafing God with better deuices then his 
owne.it turnes to madneſſe, and ends in miſchiefe; 


- 


' _ AB1MELBes t/wpation: 


$2529.1de0n refuſed the Kingdome of Iſrael when it was offered, his ſeuenty ſons 
228 offred nor to obtaine thatiScepter;which their Fathers vitory had deſer- 
DL uod to make hereditary : onely dbimelecthe concubines ſonne;ſues and 
{#) ambitiouſly plots for it.- VVhat could C1bimielec ſee in himſelfe;thar hee 
*,.. ſhouldouer-looke all his brethren 2 Tfheelooke to his father, they were 
his equals ; ifto his mother; they were his betters, Thoſe that are nioſt vnworthy 
of honour,'are hotteſt in the chaſe of it,whileſt the conſcience; of better deſerts bids 
menfir ſtill, and ſtay :to bee cither importuned;:or negleted, There can bee no | 
reater ſigne of vnfitneſſe, then vehement ſute.- Ir is hard to fay , whether there | 
« mote pride, or ignorance in Ambition, -: I' haue noted this difference be- | 
twixt ſpirituall andcarthly honour, and the Clienrs of both, wee cannot bee wor- | 
thy of the one without earneſt proſecution ; nor with earneſt proſecution worthy |} 


|otthe other : The violent obtaineheauen , only the meckeate worthy to inherit the | 
earth, | | 


| That which an aſpiring heart hath mm" will find bothargument atid meanes | 
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Geffect'. If either bribes or fagouriwill carry:1t, the proudiman,will nov fir Our. Tha 
| porer ak are fir brokers for Uzbimelec ; Thar City which once berrayed it ſelf; A 
- vtte#depopulation-iti yeelding rothe ſure of Hamor,now berrayes it ſelf,ahdall Hae 
in yeeldingro therequeſt ot CAbimelec. By them hath this Vſurper made himfclfes 
Faire Wav ro the Throne: It wis an caſte queſtion, VWhether will yee admirofthe f6n;! 
gf Gideos for your Rulers,or offtrangers * Ifot the ſons of Gideon, whether of all,os! 
| onec:Af of one, whether of your owne fleſh and blood, or of others vnknowne #7; 


| caſt off theſonnes of 'Gidees for ſtrangers, werevnthankfull : To admit of ſeuentjs 
Kings in one ſmall Countrey,were vnreaſonable ; To admit of any other: rather they 
their owne kinſman;were vnnaturall. Gideons:fonnes therefore muſt ruleamongſt al 
Iſrael » One of his ſonnes amongſt thoſe ſeuenty:: and who thould beethar onebys 
Abimeltc?Naturall reſpects arethe moſt dangerous corruprers of all eletions,Whay| | 
hope can there be of worthy Supertorsin any: fie people, wherenecreneſſe of blood | 
carries it from fitacſſe of diſpoſition £ Whileſt they fay,Heis onr brother jthey are ene; 
| ries rorhemſclues;and Iirael. ' oh DLEYE F274 n1n.  iad 
| -» Faire words hauewon his bretliren;they the Shechemires; the Shechemires furniſh 
| him with-money,moticy with men His men begin with murder,and now C4biwijel, 
| raignes afane ; Flattery,bribes and blood,aretherwviuall Raires ofthe Ambitious: The 
| money of Baal is a fit hire for murderers ; that which Idolatry hath gathered, is fit: 
\ ſpentvpoh Treafon© One diuell isready ro helpeanotherimnmiſchicte-; ſoldomecuer 
Sillgottenrichesbertet imployed.:It isno wonder if he thirhath Baafliis Idol, now 
| makeanIdoll of Honour. There was rieuer any tan thar! worſhipped but one 1dol; 
| Woeberothem tharliein the way ofthe Aſpting : Though they be brothers, they 
{ ſhallbleed ; yea,theneerer they are,the morefare is their ruine..Who would notnow 
thinke that 4bimelec ſhould find an hell'in hisbriR,: after{o:.batbarous- andvnnaty. 
ralla maſſacre ? and yer behold, he is as ſenſlefle as the ſtone, vpon which the blood of 
his ſeuenty brethren was ſpile. Where Ambition hath poſleſt it. ſelfe throughly of 
1 theſoule, ir turncs the heart into ſteele,and makesit vncapable of a conſcience; All firs 
will eafily downe with the man thatis reſolned roriſe, i ft 
4 Only zthawitell notat thar fatallſtone witk his brethren: Tt isan hard bartel wher| 
| honeeſcapes.. He eſcapes,not to reigne, nor to'reuenge;. bur robe a Prophet, anda 
| witneſſe of the vengeance of God vponthe Viſurper,vponclicAbertors;Heliues to tel 
Abimelec that he was but a bramble,a weed rather then atree. A right bramble indeed, 
| that grew-but out of the baſe hedge-row of acancubine, that:could not-li vp his head 
{ from theearth, vnleſſe he were ſyppoStted by ſome buſh or pale of Shechew, that had 
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\ laidhold of the fleece of Iſiael, and had drawne blood of all his brethren; and laſtly, 
| that had no ſubſtancein him, burche-lap of LEY, andthe pricks of crueltie. It 
4 was better then a Kingdome to him? out df his 6Þfciire Beere,roſeethe fire our of his 


{ bramble to conſume thoſe trees; The view of Gods reuenge,is ſo much moxe pleaſing 
toagood heart, then tiisowne glory by how much itis moteſt and fall.c*+ >* 

' [There wasneuer {uch4 pattertie of/ynthankfultits; as theſeI{raclites;: They which 
| Lately thought a Kingdom too ſmallrecompence for Gideon' and his ſonnesfnow think 


| ittoo much or his{cedt9/'liue; andiake lite dway'from the ſonnes of him, that gaic 
4 them borh life and liberrie. * Yer if this had beertfothe hundred of yeeres after, when 
{ time had worne out thememboty of 1erub-baal; it-might haveborne a better <excule. 
{ Nomancanhopeto hold pace with Time;Thebeſt names may not thinkefeometo 
1 be vnknowne to tollowing generations: bur ere their Deliterer ws cold ihhis coffin, 
| to pay:his benefits(whichdeſerue robeeverlaſtihg:)with the extirpation of his Polte- 
{| rity,ir was more theri fauage. What can be looked for trom Idolaters's' If anian have 
| caſt off his Gad, he will caltly caft off his friends: When religions oncegone, hum 
1 nity-willnot ſtay lonputter. MIR Oro tyinin nyt Toto 2207 [ (ROD 127 BG. ff TING 111 IC a4 
1 Thatwhichthe people were puitiſlied afterwaids for butdeſiring;he enivj/cs. Now 
if is Abimelec ſeared in the Throne which his father refuſedzand no riuall is ſeene toeniy 
| tus peace” But how long will this glory laſt 2 'Stay'bur three yeeres, and yee ſhall _- 
|: 1 ; "138 -*y ; _ 


- , - a - = _—_———— 
thy as . _ _ . 


—__ 


—_—_— 


—  — _— 
— 


Erica 


"yo he a *——— — —_ tg ad 


- » . bo  . . 
a WE» ea IJ - 
_—_ -* X . 
o ne. i - Sh - 


aſtolne Crowne (though 


 Alllife is vncerraine ; bit wickedneffe ouer-runnesnarure. 


Theeuill fpirit throſthimſelfe into the plot of CHbimelechs vu 
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fidelitic ofthem,whom he had me ad found Fraitors tb Hi 

man knowes how to be ſtire of him thar'is vnconſtlonable: He that hath b&erl vnfaich- 
full. to one, knowes the way to be perfidious, and is onely fit for his truſt;cHatis wor- 
|thy to bedeceiued ; whereas faithfulneſſe, beſidesthe preſent gbod)\layes aground of 
further aſſurance. The friendſhip that is begun in cuill,cannvr land; wickedpes;both ' 
| of ir whe nature, and through the curſe of GolliFtuer vniteady -indrhoughithere be 
tacka'th 28tectnefi infieſf (beinghut, the place of terribiltion, nor of aQion) yeton 
rth there is ho peace ammongthe widked; whereas that affexti 10n Which is knit in God 
Tp LATE op INLET ry.” rs 25 217 Y.917S Galt 101 5M 1100) 557 A ryan v3 
pdxoſuble 


7A eh of Shechem hadabandoned their fat god, with theirfalfs Kitis, and 
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{| out £: rious remotſe.and deſire of farisfaQion for rheir idolattic and blood;had op- 
| poſed this yrant, and preferred lotham SF Thtotie, theremight hauebeen both 
e ot 


| wacrantfor thetr quatrelf;and hope of fucceſſe: bur dow, if Abimelecbe a wicked Vur- | 
| per, yetthe Shechernites are idolatrous Traitors;' How coptd they thinke,that God 
{would rather reuenge 4bimelecs bloody intrufjon'by them;then their treacherie and 
idolatrieby Abimelec: When the quartel[is betwixt God and Satan, there is nodoubc 
| ofthe iſſue; but when one deuill fights with another,whar cerraintie is there of the | 
\ vicorie « Thoughthe cauſe of God had been good, yet it had beeneſafe for them 
!|to looke to themlelues . The ynworthineſſe ofthe agent many times curſes a good 
j| enterpriſe. Pe. 1 1 

No ſooner is a ſecret diflike i, 11 any people againſt their Gouernours, rhen 
[| there is a Gaal ready to blow the coales ; It were a wonder ifeuer any fation ſhould 
4] want an Head; As contrarily,neuer atiy man was ſoill,as not to haue ſome fauourers : 
{| Abimelec hatha Zebul inthe midft of ShechiemyLightly alltreaſons are betrayed even 
!j with ſome oftheir own, His intellipeftice brings the {word of Abimelec ypon Shechem, | 
{] who hath now demoliſhed the Cirty,and fowne it with falt. Oh the iuſt ſucceſſions of 
{| the reuenges of God ! Gideons Ephod is puniſhed with the blood ofhis ſonnes ; the 
\| blood of his ſonnes is ſhed by the procurement of the Shechemires : the blood of the; 
*{Shechemites is ſhed by _Abimelec: the blood of C{bimelec is fpilt by a woman. The 
i{ retaliations of God are ſureandiuſt, and make a mere due pedigree, then deſcent oft 
'| nature. 
| The purſtied Shechemites Aicts the howle of their god Fe77h; now they are aft *' 
{| thar place isat once a fort,and a fanftuary. Whither ſhould wee flie in our diftreſle; 
| but toour God ? And now this refuge ſhall teach them what a God they haue ſerued:, 
| The iealous God whom they had forſaken, hath them now where he would, and re- 
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:. Had rhey not. made rhe houſe of 


ioycesar once tobe auengedof their god, and Age Houſe of | 
Bialcheir ſhelter, thcy bad not dicd fo fearefully,Now,acconung to the prophecie of 
{orham,a fire goes our of the bramble,, and conſumes; rheſe. Cedars, and rheircrernall| 
| Aames begin in the houſe of their Berith ;, the confuſion of wicked, men,rilesoue of 
| the falls Deiries which they-haue doted on. / ou fo ls on dey ng 
' " Ofall the Conſpirgors againſt Gideoys lonnes,only Abimeles yet ſuruiwes,and his 
. day iSnow comming. His ſucceſle againſt Shechem, hath filled, his hart with thoughts 


Yeo R—— 
? 


; 


\ 


| of victory;Hehath caged vp the inhabirants of Tabez within theur tower alſo;& what 


remaines for them, bur the ſame end with rhe grighbour : And bchold,yhile hi 
hand is buſic mn putting Ire tO the dore of their, owcr,which yet Was not hie(for then 


' he could not bane diſcerned a woman to be his Execurioner)a ſtone from. a, womans 


y . 
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. 
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 handtrikes his head; His paine in dying, was not ſo much as{us zndignarion to. know 
by whom he died :. aud rather will he die twiſe,then a woman, ſhall kill hins; If God 


| hadnoi parc h6Nomares ſo bigge, hee had not vexed him withimpotengy of his 


V iftor: God finds a timerpreckon with wicked men. for all the arrerages jock ſins, 
Lol) a 314 #143 | LEAP J 7-3 4 do d, te 
i: 


| Our finnesare nor. more our debrs to, God, then. his iudgementsar his debts to our 
| finnes, which at ſt pe-rlthe ſure ro pay home. There now .liesthegreatnelle of .4- 
| kimelec. upon one ſtone had he flaine his ſeuenty brethren, and nowa ſtone fates him, 
His head had ſtolnethe cromne ofliracl, and. now his head is ſimitten;: And whatis 
<Ablmelggþetter that he yas a King? What difference 45 there herweenc him and any 
of his ſcuenty brethren whom he murthered, ſaue.gnly in guiltineſſe 2 They beare but 

| their gwne blood; he,theweight ofall theirs. , How: bappy a.thing isit ro Jiveyell! 


- 


> 


that.opr.death,as it is cerraine, ſo.may be comfortable: Whata yanity is it/to inſult in 
the dearh.of them, whom ye muſt follow the ſame way 2; 4; Sas 


': Thg:Iyrancharh his payment, 2nd jhat time which; hee ſhould haue beſtowed in 
| callingfarmerey to, God,gnd waſhing his (oule wiah the la rearys of conrritgg, hee 
| vainely ſpends in deprec; an le repepeh 3 Kil} me, rhatit may not be ſaid, He died 
| by «women: A fit conclulion for ſuch all e. The expectation of true and cndleſſ tor- 
|. . ment,doth not ſa much vexe him,asthe friuplous report of adiſhonoqur : neither 
© 'ishe ſo much troubled with, 4bimelecisfrying in hell,as,,Ahimeleeis Tine. * 
_. --...., by awoman, So vaine fooles are niggardly of their reputation, —_ 
Fool WT of their ſoules; Doc wee nor ſee them ranne wil- | *, 


| Son :; b | IL ANF A ei agile - ty | 54H} oF 3a my 
_-'.....- |, fally;intorhe field. imtothegrayc, into hell? andall,, , * . . 
GOL IETRTONE i:- leſtir ſhould be ſaid, hey. haue but as A INCTOON 
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| Srael,thar had now Jong gone 2 whoring from'God, hathbeen puniſh. 
K) ed by theregiment 6f rhe concubines fonne;*amdarlaſtſcekes protecti- 
JJ on from the ſonne of an harlot:Ttis'no fmallmiſerie to bee obliged vn- 


n—__ 


make ſure to the ſonne of the harlot. It was nog fault of Teptha that S | 
Ul: mother, yer .is he branded with the indignirie ofhisbaſtardy ; neither would 
God conceale this blemiſh of nature, which 7zptha could neither auoide nor remedie. 
God, to ſhew his deteftation of whoredome, renenges it not onely vpon, the aftors, 
bur vpon'their iſſue : Hence hee hath ſhut out the baſe ſonne from the. Congre- 
ation' of Iſrael, to the tenth generation, thara tranfient euill might haye a durable 
reproch attending it; and thar after the death of the Adulterer, yer his ſhame might 
live. But, that God, who iuſtly ryes mento his Tawes,will nor abide that weſhouldtie 


had an ill mot 


tha. Thatno man-ſhould bee too much diſcouraged with rhe errors of his DabD 


he be caſt our from theinherirance 
| Kingdome of Iſrael. 


of his brethren ypon earth,may be admiirtedto the 
L hear6 no praiſe'of the lawfull ifſoe of Giles only this miſ-begotren ſ ofine is com- 
mended for his valoir,and ſet at the fterne of I{rael: The common gifts of God reſpe& 


not the parentage or blood, but are ilifetenay' ſcatrered whete he pleaſes to ler them 


Honeſty yet is more 
| not beenthruſt onr'; 


comes furely home: - '*- 990 RERDF0 {home | | 

| The Gileadites were tot fo forward to expel! 7eprhazas glad to recall him:No Am- | 

|monitethreatned them-when they parted Eh Pack a help ; 

4 out in their peace, they fetch home in their danger and miſeric. That God,whoneuer | 

{ gaue oughtin vaine, will find a'time to make vie of any gift that hee hath beſtowed 

| vpon men: The valour of Zeprha ſhall not ruſt*in his ſecrecie, but be imploy 
| I-24 
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to the ynworthy. The Conciibines ſonriemade ſute rorhem , The | 


him to our lawes, or his owne ; Hee can both'reaifie and ennoble the blood of 7ep- 


tion,cuen the baſe ſonne of man miy be the lawfully begorten of God ; and though | 
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common preſeruarion of Iſrael. Neceflitic will driue vsto ſeeke vpall our hel ps.,cuen 
thoſe whom our wantonneſſe hath deſpiſed. - Re I 0 
' Howiuſtly arethe ſuits of our need vpbraided with the crrors of our proſperitic ! 
' The Elders of Gilead now heare of their ancient wrong,and dare not find fault with! 
their exprobration ; Did yee not hate mee, and expell mee out of my Fathers _—_ * How 
| then come ye now to mee in time of tribulation? The ſame expoſtulation that Jeptha makes 
| with Gilead, God allo at the fame time makes with Iſrael; Te have forſaken mee, 4, 


£ 
! 


' lerued other gods, wherefore ſhould I deliwer you any wore? Goe and cry-vnto the gods whoy, 
. ' 0 firwed. As ah we od alſo findesit ſeaſonable, to tellius children of their 
faults, whiles heis whipping them. Itis ſafe and wiſe courſe, tomake much of thoſe 
' in our peace, whom we muſt make vſe of in our extremity ; elſe it is but iuſtthat wee i 
' ſhould bereiected of thoſe, whom wee haue reiected. --  - - 
| Can welook for any other anſwer from Ged then this? Did yenot drive me out of 
' your houſes, out of your hearts, in the time of your healthand iollity * Did ye not 


' plead theſtriQeſſe of my charge, and the weightof my yoke £ Did not your wilfull 
| ſinnes cxpell me from. your ſoules 2*-Whar doe you now crouching and creeping ts | | 
| mein thecuillday?Surely,O God,ir is bur iuſtice,ifthou be not found of thoſe, which | 
were glad coloſe thee it is thy mercy, if after many checkes and delayes, thou wiltbe 
found at laft. Wherean a& cannot be reuerſed,thereis no amends,but conteflion, and 
if God him(clf take vp with this ſatisfaion, He that confeſſes,ſhal find mercy,how much 
more ſhould menhold themſclues wel 9a with words of humility, and deprecatione | 
i TJepthacs wildome had not beeneanſwerable to his valour, ifhee had nor made his 
| march before-hand ; He could not but know hoy treacherouſly Ifracl had drak with 
| G:dcop, We cannot make too ſure worke, when we haue to doe with vnfaithfull men} 
{ Tchath becnan old policy to ſerue our ſelues of men; and afterour aduantage,to turne! 
them vp. Hebargaines therefore for his Soueraignty cre hee win it, Shall 7 bee your 
Head? Weeareall naturally ambirious, and are ready to buy honour even with hz- 
zard. Andifthe hope ofa troubleſome ſuperioritic incouraged Zeptha to fight againſt 
the forces of Ammon, what heart ſhould we take in the battels of God againſt ſpiritual! 
wickedneſſes, when the God of Heauen hath ſaid, To him that overcomes, will I gige 
power ouer nations and to fit with meinmy Throne? Oh that we could bend our eyes yp- 
on the recompence of our reward ; how willingly ſhould wee march forward againſt | 
theſe mighty Ammonires! /eptha is noted for his valor,& yet he intreats with Ammon, 
ere he fights. To make warany other then our laſt remedy, is not courage, bue crueltic 
and raſhnes: And now,when reaſon will not preuaile,he betakes himſelfto his ſword. | 
_ As God beganthe warre with Zeptha, in raiſing vp his heartto.that pitch of forti- 
tude 3 ſo Teprha beganne his warre at God, incrauing vidorie from him,and powring 
out his yow to him ; His hand tooke hold ofhis ſword ; his heart of God:therfore he, 
{ whom the old Teſtainenc ſtiles, valiant, the new, ſtilesfaithfull ; he who is commen- 
ded for his ſtrengrh,dares truſt in nqne,but the arme of God : 1f+hou wilt give the Am- 

' monites into wy hand. lt Ieptha had not Jookt vpward for his victorie, in vaine had the 
 Gileadites looktvpto him. Thisis.the diſpoſition of all good hearts, they looke to 
. their ſword,or their bow,as ſeruants,not as Patrones;and whileſt they vſe them, truſt 

to God, If we could doe ſo inall our buſineſſes, we ſhould haue both more ioy in their 
ſuccelſe,and leſſe diſcomforr in their miſcarriage. It was his zeale to yow: it was his fin 
to vow raſhiy,Jacob, his forefather,ofwhom helearned to vow,might haue taught him 
| a better torme,/f God will be with me,then hal the Lordbe my Goa. It is wel with vowes, 
| when the thing promuſed makes the promiſe good; Bur when 7eprhe fayes,Whatſoewtr 
| thing commerh out of the doores of my houſe, ſhall be the Lords,or Twill offer it far 4 burnt 
| [4crifige.; his deuotion.is blind,and his; goodaffeRions over-runs his iudgement . For 
| what ifa dogee,or aſwinc,or anafle had met him?where had been the promilc of his 
| FYowcesareasthey aremade ; like vato Sents,if they beof ill com fition.nothi 
| | offends mote ; if well ecmpercd,nothing is more NET Either we wool, o 
GELS. CE, vncertainty ) 
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| vncertainty ofgood,or impoſſibility of performance, makes vowsno ſervice to God. 
When we vow what we cannot,or what we ought not doe, we mocke God,in ſtead 
of honouring him:It is a vaine thing for vsto go about to catch God haod-winkt : 
To conſcience ſhall neuer finde peace in any way, but that which wee ſee before VS, 
and which we know fſafe,both in the kinde,and circumſtances. There is no comfort in 
| (Peraduenture I may pleaſe God; )What good childe will not take part of the parents 
1ioy? If Zeptharerurnes with Trophees,it is no maruell if his daughter meete him with 
| Timbrels: Oh that we could be fo affected with theglorious acts of our heauenly Fa. 
ther! Thou ſubdueſt thine enemies,and mightily deliuereſt thy people,O God; a ſong 
| waitcth forthee in Sion; _ : ins 
1. Who would hane ſuſpeted danger in a dutifull Triumph 2 Well might Zepthaes 
| daughter haue thought, My ſexe forbade me to doe any thing towards the helpe of, 
| my Fathers vitory;I candolittle, if I cannot applaud it : If nature have made mee 
| rm $ notvnthankfall, nothing forbids my ioy to bee as ſtrongas the vidors:: 
4 Though might not go out with my father to fight, yet I may meer him with gratu- 
| ations; A Timbreltmay become theſe hands which were vnfit for a ſword; This day 
hath made me the daughter of the head of Iſrael, This day hath made borh Iſrael free 
| my Father a Conquerer, and my ſelfe in him noble : and ſhall my affetion make no 
| differences Whar muſt my Father needs thinke, if he ſhall finde me fitting ſullenly/at 
{home,whiles all Iſrael ſtrives who ſhall runne firft to bleſſe him with their acclamati- 
' ons? Should T onely be inſenſible ofhis and the common happineſſe? 
|. And now,behold when ſhe lookes for moſt thankes, her Father anſweres the mea- 
: ſures of her feer,with the knockings of his breaſt, and weeps at her muſick,and teares 
| his clothes,to looke vpon her whom he beſt Joued,and giues no anſwere toher Tim- 
jbrels,but 4/afſe,vy daughter ,thon art of them that trouble me:Her ioy alone hath chan- 
1 ged theday.,and loſtrhe comforrt of that victory, which ſhe inioyed to ſee wonne. It 
tals out ofren,that thoſe times and occaſions which promiſe moſt contentment, proue | 
1 moſt dolefull inthe iſſue: The heart of this Virgin was neuer lifted vp ſo highas now, 
{neither didany day of her life ſceme happy bur this, and this onely proues the day of 
| her ſolemne and perpetuall mourning : As contrarily the times and cuents which we 
| haue moſt diſtruſted, prooue moſt beneficiall. It is good in a faire morning, to thinke 
{ of the ſtorme that may riſe ere night,and to inioy both good and euill fearefully. 
| Miſerable is that deuotion which troubles vs inthe performance, Nothing is more 
{pleaſant rhen the acts of true piety: Jeptha might well ſee the wrong ofthis religion in | 
the diſtaſte of it; yet whiles himſelfe had troubled his daughter, he ſaies, Alaſſe, wy 
| daughter,thou art of them that trouble me:She did but her duty : he did what he ſhould 
not,yet hee would be rid of the blame, though hee cannot of the ſmart. No man is 
| willing to owna fin;the firſt man ſhifted it from himſelte to his wite; this, from him- } 
| ſelfe to his daughter: He was ready ro accuſe anvther,which onely committed ir him- 
| ſelfe. It were happy if wecould be as loth to commit ſin,as to acknowledge it. 
. The inconfideration of this vow was very tough,and ſetled,7 hae openedmy mouth 
and cannot zoe backe. Tithere were iuſt cauſe to repent, it was the weaknefle of his | 
zeale to thinke that a vow could bind him to euill, An vnlawfull vow is illmade, but 
\| worſe performed. It were pitty rhis conſtancy ſhould light vpon any,butan holy ob- 
ie; No loane can make atruer debt,then our vow;whichif we pay notin our perfor- 
mance, God will pay vs with iudgement. We haueall opened our mouthes to God 


in that initiall and folemne vow of Chriſtianity; Oh that wee could not goe backe ! 
So much more is our vo 


w obligatory, by how much the thing vowed is more ne- | 

|ceſlary. TY SED 

| Why was the ſoule of 7epthathus troubled but becauſe he ſaw the entaile of his new | 
honor thus ſuddenly cut off: He faw the hope of poſterity cxrtinguiſhed,in the virgini- 

[ty ofhis daughter.It is natnralltovs, to affe& that perpetuity in ourſuccefſion, which 

is denied vs 1n our perſons, Our very bodies would emulate the eternity of the ſoule. 

ow if God haue buikk any of vs an houſe on earth, as well as prepared vs an Houſe in 
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ann fed a fauour, worthour thankfulneffe : but as the ery 
of 


heauen, it muſt be confe | 
o-our carthly houſes is vncertaine;fo let vs not reſt our hearts vponthar, but make ſy 


of the Houſe which is cternall in the heauens. 
Doubtleſſe,the goodnefſe of the Daughter added tothe Fathers ſorrow: Shee wiz 
not more louing,then religious;neither is ſhe lefle willing to bee the Lords, then her 
fathers : arid as prouoking her Father to that which hee thought piety,thoughto hi 
one wrong, the ſaics, 1/ thou haſt opened thy mouth unto the Lord, doe with mee a5thay! 
ha ſtpromiſed. Many adaughter would haue diſlwaded her Father with teares, & haie! 
wiſhe rather her farhers impiety,chen her owne preiudice, Shee ſues for the ſmart of 
| her Fathers vow. How obſequious ſhould children be to thewiltof their catetull Pa. 
| refs evert-in their finall diſpoſition inthe world, when they ſee this holy maidyil. 
Hing codbandon the world vpon the ralh vow of a Father ! They are the living goods! 
| of their Parents,and muſt therefore wait vpori the beſtowing of their owners : They 
|miſtakerhemſelues, which thinke they.are their own; If this'maid had vowed her ſelf 
| ro God without her Father,it had been in his power to abrogate it;but noiv that hee 
| yowed her to. God without her ſelfe,jt ſtands in force. But what ſhall wolay toxhoſe 
| childrer,whom their Parents vow and care cannot make ſo muchas honeſt; that \yifl 
{be nb other then godleſſe, in ſpight of their Baptiſme, and-education?” What, but that 
| they are giuen their Parents fora curſe,and ſhall one day find what it15 tobe rebell;- 
; L OUS? B : | ES2) 2 1 PIO WIG H{5;; 
'| All herdefireis,that ſhe may haue.leaue to bewaile that which ſhee muſt be forced 
 +tokeepe;Virginity: If ſhe had not held itan affliction, there had been no'cauſe to'be. 
| wayle it; it had been no thanketo vndergoe it, if ſhe had not knowne it to be a croſſe, 
Tcaresarenoargument impartience;we may mourne for that we repine not to beats! 
How comes that to be a meritorious vertue vnder the Goſpell, which was. bur a' py- 
niſhment ynder the Laws The daughters of Iſrael had been too lauith of their teares, 
if virginity had been abſolutely good : What intury ſhould it haue been tolament 
that ſpiriruall preferment,which they ſhould rather haue emulated 2 is 
While zeprhaes daughter was two moneths in the mountaines, ſhee might haye 
| had good opportunity to eſcape her fathers vow; butas one, whom her obedience 
'tycdas cloſe to her Father, as his vow tyed him to God, fhe returnes to.take vp that 
| burden, which ſhe had bewailed to fore-ſce :, If we bee truly dutifull to our Fatherin 
| heauen, we would nor flip ournecks out of the yoke though we might, nor flieftom | 
| his commands, though the dore were open. - 0 |} FIG 
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(9/8 Yar extraordinary perſons,the very birth and concepition is extraordinary; 
(xa Gao beginnes his wonders betimeg,in thoſe whom he wil make wender- 
RAVE A full: There was neuer any of thoſe which were miraculouſly conceiued, 
GS whole lives were not notable & ſingular. The preſages ofthe-wombe,and 
the cradle, are commonly anſwered inthe life;  Itis not the. vſe of Gt 
to caſt away ſtrange beginnings.If Hayoahs wife had not been barren,gthe Angell had 
not been ſent to her: Afflitions haue this adyantagegthat they occafion God roſhew 


to the weakeſtzſo contrarily, God addrefleth his comforts to thoſe hearts that have 


hae 
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moſt-nced; As;abrhe:firſt;becauſe Bio bad moſtteaſoniobe deieRed, for-that ker fin 
had drawatounimethb/Tranſgzeſfion;theretoreiche Cordiabof God moſt reſpeRerh 
{ her;Theſcede of tholoran fhullbreake the Serpenaebead ot 0G Ob rg in| 
- AsaPhyfaianfirittellsthe ſtaoof the difgaſewhichihis ſym tomes,andthefi-pre- | 
(cribes}ifadort;the Angell:of God firſt cell rhe wife of 324mm her complaing, then 
her remedy; Fhow wibarrty All ouratflictions aremore nated bythit God whichſends 
them, then'of the Patient thar ſuffers them'- how-canvit be: ba lefſe poſſible: to indure 
any thing thartic knows nor; thanthac he infliterh nor: Heſaith ro one; Thowart 
 icke;ta andeher; Tivo art poore; roa third, Thowart'defamed;'Thowate oppreſſed: 
toanother:Thart All:ſeeingeye rakes notice fromiheaten of elery [thats Sondition; 
holeſſe thenit he ſhould ſend an Angell torellivs hetknewirHig'knowledgetompas 
red with hismercy;is'rhe tuft comfort of atour ſufferings; O:God wetre4many tithes 
miſcrable;and feeleit not; Thou knowelt eucirthoſe ſorrowes which we mfetivhane 
Thou knoweſt whar thou haſt done : doe whar thou wile,.!! 71.5... Þ it 14th 3360 
| 7 how artbarren.Nortthat the Angell: would vpbrayd the poore wortian'withher 
afflition; but thereforehe namegherpaine;vhacthe mention'of her cute mfohr bes | 
much more weleome-Comfort ſhalbcome vnſeafonably ro thar heart; which tior 
apprehehfiue of his own foriow: We muſt firft knoty'our euils; ere wecan quitthetn; 
Itistheiuſt merhod 6feucry true Angell of God, firſt'to fer ys {ce that whereof eithet 
wedoe,or thould complaine, andthen to apply:comforts : Like as a good Phyſitian 
| fir pulsdownthe body,and then raiſes it withtordialls. If we cannor abide to heare' 
j of our faults,we are not capable of amendmetir.. - Ie LUI 
- Itrhe Angell had-firſt ſaid, Thos ſhalt conceive,and not premiſed,T hou art barren;1 | 
doubt whether ſhee: had conceived faith in her ſoule, of char infant which her body 
ſhould concciue;, Now: his knowledge of her preſent eſtate,” makes way for the afſu- | 
rancerotthe facure;” Thus ever it pleaſes 'our good Gol, tolefue a pawne of his fide- j 
| lity with vs; that weſhould notdiftruſt himin what he will doe, when we finde him 
| faithfull in that which we ſee done.7.o! os 1D, met 1) 
It is goodreaſon' that he which gives the ſonneto the barren mother, ſhould diC- 
| poſe 'of him, and diet him both if the wombe fit; and after, in the world. The mo- 
{ther muſt firſt be a Nazarite, that her fonne may be ſo. \Whiles ſhe was barren, ſhee | 
might. drinke what ſhee would: but now that ſhee ſhall conceiue a Sawſsn,het choyce 
| muſt-be limited; There is an holy auſterity that 'euer followes the ſpeciall calling of | 
God : The worldling may take his full ſcope, and deny his backe and belly nothing; 
but he that hath once conceiued that blefſed burden, whereof Samſoz was a type,mult | 
be ſtrit and ſeuereto himſelfe,neirther his tongue, nor his palat,nor his hani ,inay run 
| riot: Thoſe pleſures which ſeemed not vnſeemly fot the thibltitude,are now debatred 
him. We borrow m6re names of our Sautour then one; As we are Chriftians,ſowe 
are Nazarites;the conſecration of our God is pon our heads;and therefore our very | 
haire ſhould be holy. Our appetite muſt be curbed, . our paſſions moderated, and ſo | 
| eſtranged from the world, that inthe lofle of parents,or children,nature tay not make 
vs forget grace. What doth the looſenefle of vain men perſwadethem that God isnot | 
curious, when they ſce him thus preciſely ordering the very diet of his Nazarites? Na- 
ture pleads for liberty, rcligion for reſtraint : not that there is more vncleannes in the 
grape.then in the fountainezbutthat wine findes more vncleanneſle in vs.then water; 
and that the highſeed is not fo fit for deuotion;asabſtinence. Who ſees nota ceremo- 
ny in this command * which yet carries with it thisſubſtance of everlaſting vſe, that 
Godand the belly will not admicof one ſeruant; that quaffing and cramming is not | 
the way to heauen : A drunken Nazarite is amonſter among men. Wee haue now 
more ſcope thentheancient : notdrinking of. wine, bur drunkenneſſe with wine is 
forbidden to the Evangelicall Nazarite; wine,wherein is excefſe. Oh that ener Chri- 
ſtians ſhould quenchthe Spirit of God; with a liquor of Gods own making-!thatthey 
ſhould ſuffer their hearts to bedrowned with wine,and ſhould ſo liue,as if the ptattile 
of the Goſpell were quite contrary to the rule of the Law: ' 
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The mother muſt conceiue the onely Giaht of Iftacl,and yer.muft drinkeÞur witey: 
bes muſt rhe ctiild couch any othcr cup. Neuerwine mads ſoſtronga Chan piog 
xs water did here. The power of nouriſhment is nor inthe creatutesburinsheir. M12, 


ker;Darid,and bis:three.com panionskept their complexion,with the lame:dietyvher. 


with Sawſov:gorhis frengrh; he that g' ue that powerro thergrape;cain giueitro tha 
ſtream: DO, Y how. iaftly doe werailc our eyesfrorh'ourtables.vatOthoe, whioh 


« 
. # 4 


canſt make water nouriſh,and'wine enfeeble vs ! -- : 


ng ©. ta © 7 ; | [, 
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T3 not a b&recr|morher, then Hanrab had a witey ſhee hidesnorthe good 
Do ven bofome; bur-imparts it to.her. husband :'Thar wife hinhrcarned g 
makes true vſcof berhead, which.s cuer ready.toconfult with tiim abour rhe meds: 
ges of God. If ſhe were made for tus helper,tie>xs. much more hers. Thusthoald good 
women mekeamends for.their firſt offence; tharas:;&xe no: ſooner had-recdiued anitl 
meipn;; but ſhe deljuered it to her husþand;ſo-they ſhouldno ſogner Tcceiue good; 


then they ſhould impart it. i 55 eo opot Nano nc, rt 
| "Minaghd like abs in thoſe. lewd times: had nor loſt:bis acquaintance with 
Gad )ſofoone as he heares the newes, fals downeypon his knees. I doe net heare film 
call forth'and-addreſſe. his ſcruants toail the coaſts of; heapen:(as'the-childrenof 
the Prophets-did in the fearch of Els) ro-finde&/qur the meſſenger; but Lieehim 
| cather looke ſtraight vp,tothat God which ſent hiftn;,My Lord,7 pray thee tet rhat mij 
of God come againe. Asa ſtraight line isrheſhorteſk, the neereſt cut toany bletlng, ists 
| #o by heaien; As wemay notſue toGod, andnegled meanes,ſo we mult ſue to God! 
| Ml thoſe meanes which we ſhall vſe. - ooh nw > 264k 3% 7 e2M0k) 21070! 
| WhenIſeethe ſtrengrh of Aemoahs faith, I maruel] not thathe bad a Samſdxtohi 

ſoane;be faw not the meſſenger, hee heard nottheerrand, heeaxamined northedir. 
| cumſtances;yet now-he takes thuught, nat wherhephe ſhall. hane a ſonne, bur howhe 
ſhall order the ſonne which he muſt haue;and ſues to God,not:for the ſonne whichss 
yet he had not, but for the direction of gray him,when he ſhould be. Zaucharidh 
heard the ſame meſſage, and crauing afigne, loſt rhat voyce wherewithhe craveda: 
Manoah ſecks no figne for the promile, but counſellor himſelfezand yeryrhat Angel 
ſpake to Zachary himſelfe, this onely tothe wite of Manoeh,that,in rhe Temple like a 
olorious ſpirit; this, in the houſe, or field, like ſome: Propher, 6rTraucller; chartoa 
Prieſt, this toa Women, All good men hauenorequall meaſures of faich; The bodies 
of men haue not moredifferences of ſtawre, then their graces ; Credulicy.tomenis 
faulty and dangerous; butinthe mattersof God, is the greateſt vettueof aChniſti- 
an; Happy are they that haue not ſcene, yet belecued : Truc faith takes all for granted, 
yea for performed, which is once promiſed. «© © 1 
. Hethatbefore ſent his Angell vnasked, will much more ſend him againe, vponin- 
treaty; thoſe heauenly meflengers are ready borhto obey rheix Maker, and to relieue: 
his children, Neuer any man prayed for direRtion inhis duties to God, andwire- 
pulſed-rather will God ſendan Angell from Heauento inſtruct vs,then our;good de- 
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fires ſhall be fruſtrate. + 1 

. Manevh prayed, the Angell appeared againez not to him, but to his wife. Ithad 
beene the ſhorter way tohaue come firſt ro the man;whole prayers procured his pre- 
| ſence: But as Mavoah went direQly,and immediatelyto Gad,ſo God comes mediate- 
i 1y & about to him;and will make her the meanestobearethe meſſage to her husband, 
| who muſt beare himrhe ſonne : Both thebblefling and the charge are chiefly meantto 
| her. It was a good care of <Haneah, when the Angell had giuen order to his wifes 
1 lone, for the gaperain of the childs diet,to proffer himſelfe to this charge; How ſhall 
{ we order the childer As both the-Parents haue their part in the being of their children, 

ſo ſhould they haue in their education;it is both vareaſonable & vnnatural in husbands 
to caſt this burdE vpon the weaker veſſel alone: it isno reaſG that ſhe which alone hitl 
hadthe pain-of their birth, ſhould haue the pain of their breeding, Though rhe chatg* 
be renued to the wite, yet the ſpeech is directed tothe husbid.the a& mult be hers,5 
muſt be the oucrſight, Ler her obſerue all 1 commendedber The head muſt ouer-look tit 
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body;itisrhiedury-bf the huthand;ro be carefulſthir the wife do 
rar maar ny Tet, burithe om-fide dt aiman,and tl 
gclananfwerableeriterainment,whereintherdis at once Þ 
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the. A who he was; 
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ecll vaniſted a his acribgahur actibre 3that Afeneeh might: 
thihe.confirmadon of hisprpraſearsl the a5centarion of hig obedienca, | 
Angell of God yourblatrd to perfume himlelfg with tharboly.ſmoke;und 


Hf it-y mpg heauen. 5 Lar9cþ belecwed thefare, and craued nodigneto | 
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in that viſion of God, wherein our life and-happinefle conlilts. Tfthis homaly fight gc 
the Angell did ſo confound good Maneh, what ſhall become: of the enemies of 
God, when they ſhall be brought before the gloriqus Tribunall-of the Godof Aq- 
els? ws HOES os SITFAE THLS ETG 

8 1Imarueil not now, that the Angell appeared both times rather:to the wife of az. 
oh; her faith was the ſtronger of the two. It falls our ſometimes, that the-weaker 
veſlell is fuller,and that of more precious liquor : that wife is no helper,which isnat 
ready to gineſpirituall comfort ro her hushand: The reaſon was good, and irrefraga- 
ble,1f the Lord were Mecſed to kill vs, he would not haut receined a burnt offering fham 5. 
God will not acceptgitts,where he intends puniſhment, and profeſles hatred;.The 
ſacrifice of the wicked,is abomination tothe Lord : If we can findeafſurance of Gags 
acceptation of our ſacrifices, we may be ſure he loues our perſans.[f Tincline to-wick; 
edneſle in my heart,the-Lord will not heare me; but the Lord hath/heardime.; --- -- 
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nermaide of the Philiftivn 


ſeller, but a Tyran. 


Yetwas Samſon 1nt 
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Gt Ms Ar ef  IRRY roche 
Its 0 marell if Munoahand hiswife weredftoHiſlied atthievnequal wiodoh 
their fonne;Did notthe' Angell (rh6ught they) relt-vs thar this thilde hon 
fecrared ro Godzand muſt he begin his youth in ynholy wedlotk : 


fay zhatourfonne ſhotildl begin ro'{aud Thrael frorti the Philif| 
tived-intiis affections by a daughter of the Philiſtiras* Shall 8 


ab us his 
colnſtlasthofe which well knew the incohu 
on in religion, alienation of affeQtions 
try,deathof zeale, Caryerons vndormini 
fhem,ifrhey were vewillings t aus 4. 
1 withuXrapaub coutddpeke ſo loud;that all 7 
meter 6 wornun among thi daughters of thy brethren, 
'0 take a wife of the wneiteunseiſed Philiftinos? i religion beany 
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how dare we not regard it in our moſt importang choice? Is ſheafaire Philiſtim? Why 
is not this.deformity of the foule more powerfull to diflwade, vs, then the beauty of 
the face,or,of metallroallure vs: To dote vpona faire skinne,when we ſee a Philiſtim 
ynderit,is ſenſuallandbrutiſh. Tr TEN 
AteQion-is not more blinde, then deafe. In.vaine doe the parents ſeeke to alter a 
young man,not more ſtrong in body, then in will, Though he cannot defend his de- 
fires, yer he purſues them; Get me her, for ſhepleaſes me. And although it muſtneeds 
be a weake mOtionthat can plead no reaſon, bur apperite; yet the gvod Parents, (ith 
they cannor bow the affection ofrheir ſonne with perſwation, dare not breake it with 
violence. - As it becomes not children to be forward in theix choyce; ſo parents may | 
not be too peremptory in their deniall : Ir is not ſafe for children to ouer-run parents; 
in ſerling their affections; nor for parents ( where the impediments are not very ma- | 
reriall } rocome ſhort of their children, when the affetions are once ſerled : The one | 
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ores thathis naaker' was his enetny ;The ſpirit of the Lerd came pon Sano zwhatis 4 
beaſt in the hand ofthe creator? He char ftrook the Lions with rhe awe of Adam Noh 
& Daniel, ſubdued this febellions beat ro Samſon;what maruellis if it-Saviſon NOW tore 
 bim, as if it had beene a young Kid* I his bones had beene braſſe,and his Skinneplares 
of yron;All had bin one: The right band of the Lord bringeth mighty thirigs to paſſe, | 
Tf thartrvaring Lion # rhar goes about contihually ſeeking whom he thay deuoure, 
finde vs alone ambng rhe vineyards ofthe Philiſtims, where is our hope: Nor In out 
heeles; he is ſwifter chen' wee : notin our weapons, We are naturally vnarmed : not in 
olir Hands; which are weake and languiſhing; butinthe Spirit of that God; by whonſ 
we'can docall things * if God fight invs,who can reſiſt him? There is a {tronget Lion | 


in vs then tharagainſt vs, 1 | ON ERCe gy 
Sam'on wis not more valiant then modeſt; he made no words of this great exployr: 
rhe greateſt performers cuer make the leaſt noy{e; Hee that workes wokdets alone;| 
| could ſay, See thou tell np man; whereas thoſe , whole hands are moſt- niripotent , 246 
| buſieſt of thezr tongues.” Great talkers ſhew that they defire ney” to*be thought | 
; Cminent,wheteas rhe ttepeſt warers are leaſt heard, oO On! 
| Brit; whiles hee contealed'rhis event from others, hee poridred tin hitſelfe, 4nd 
wheh heereturned ro Timnath , went out of the way ro ſec his dead Adueri y.and 
d detiueranice:;' Heere the'beaft tnit the: 
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bired;ro-conforme our{elues-ro the manners and rites of thoſe with whomave liuc, + 
_ TharSamſiz might.thinke itan honour to march with the Philiſtims, hee whom 
before the Lion found alone,is now accompanicd with thirty attendants; They called 
them companions,but they,meantrhem tr APIES, Theconrtiftes ofthe world are hol- 
| low and thanklefſe;neither doth iteucr purpole (o ill, as when it ſhewes fayreſt. None } 
are ſo necre todanger,asthoſe whom it enrertaines with ſmiles; whiles it frownes,we 
know what to truſt to; but the fauours of ic are worthy of aorhing bur feares and ſuſpi- 
cion : Opendefiance is better then falſe loue. 
 Aifteritie had not made Sam{op vnciuill, he knowes how to enterraine Philiſtims 
with aformall familiarity : And that his intell-Quall parts might be approued anſwe. 
| rable to his arms, he will firſt try maſteries of wir,and ſet rheir braines on worke with 
harmeleſſe thoughts; His riddle ſhall appoſe them,anda deepe waper ſhall binde the ſo- 
lution; Thirty ſhirts,& rhirty ſutcs of raimentgneither their loſle,nor their gaine could 
be much, beſides the victory, being diuided varo thirty partners ; but Samſo;.s muſt 
needes bee both waies very large, who muſt giue or recciue thirrcy alone. The ſeuen 
daies of the feaſt are expiring, and yerthey which had bin all this while devouring of. 
Samiſons meat,cannot tell who that cater ſhould be fromwhence mear ſhould come. In 
courſe of nature, the ſtrong feeder takes in mear,and {ends out filrhines;bur,that meat 
& {wcetnes ſhould come from a devouring ſtomacke,was beyond rheir apprehenſion. 
And as fooles and dogs vic to beginne inieft, and end in earneſt, ſo + theſe Phi- 
liſtims' -and therefore they force rhe Bride tointice her husband ro berray himlſelte. 
Couetouſnes and Pride haue made them impatient of loſſe : and now they threat ro 
fire ber, and her tathers houſe, for recompence of their entertainment, rather then rhey 
will loſe 2 'fmall wager to an I{raclite. Some. what of kinne to theſe ſauage Philiſtims 
are thoſe cholericke Gameſters, which if the dice be not their friend , f:Il out with 
God, eurfe'( that which isnor) Fortune, ſtrike their fellowes, and are ready to take 
vengeance vpon themſelucs : Thoſe men are vnkir for ſport, that loſe their patience to- 
pether with their wager. . _ . - | 
* -T doe not wotider that a Philiſtim woman loued her {clte and her Farhers family, 
more thenan Iſralitiſh Brlde-groome; and, ifthe beſtowed reares vpon her husbang, 
for the ranſome of them. Samſon himſelte raught her this difference, 7 hawe not told it 
my Father or my mother, and ſbould 1 tell it thee? If thee had not beene as ſhee was, ſhe 
had nicither done this to Samſox, nor heard this trom him; Matrimoniall reſpects are 
dearer'then naturall; Ir was the lawe of him that ordained marriage (before euer Pa- 
[rears were) that Parents ſhould be forſaken, for the husband or wife : But now, Iſrae- 
litiſh Parents are worthy of more intirenefſe, then a wife, of the Philiſtims, And yet 
whoimthe Lion could not conquer, the teares ofa woman haue conquered. Samſon 
neuer bewraied infirmitie but in vxoriouſnefle, Whar aſſurance can there be of him 
tharhath a Philiſtim in his boſome? Adam, the perfecteſt man, Samſoy, the ſtrongeſt 
nan, Salomop, the wiſeſt man, were betrayed with the flattery of their helpers. As 
there is' no comfort comfortable to afaithfull yoke-fellow : ſo woe be to him thar is 
marched wich a Philiſtim. my rhe 
It cquld not but much Giſcontent Samſon, to ſee that his aduerſaries had plowed 
with his Hcifer, and that vpon his owne backe, now therefore he payes his wager to 
their coſt. Aſcalon the Citie of the Philiſtims, is his wardrobe ; he fetches thence 
thirty ſutes, lined with the liues of the owners: He might wirhas much eaſe haue ſlain 
rhefe thirty companions,which were the authors of rhis euiljbur his promiſe forbace 
him,whiles he was to Clothertheir bodies, ro vnclothe their ſoules; andthat Spirit of 
God; which ſtird him'vp to reuenge, directed him inthe choice of the ſubjects. If we 
wonder to ſee thirty throats cut for their ſures, we may eaſily know,that rhis was but 
the occaſion of that ſlaughter, whiercof the cauſe was their opprefſon & tyrannie. Da- 
awdflew 2c0.Philifiims for their fore-skinnes: burthe ground ofhis act Was their hoſti- 
| litic.It is uſt with Godto deſtine what enemics he pleaſes, ro execution: It.is norro 
he cxpoltulared why this man is ſtricken rather then another, when both oe aaa | | 
ee IK ORLI CANT | : \MSONS 
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Can no more iuſtifie Sawſor in the leauing of his wife, then in the chy. 
ſing her * He choſe her,becauſe ſhe pleaſed him, and becauſe ſhedeſpiſeq 
> him,he left ker. Though her feare made her falſero him in his Riddle, 
et ſhe wastrue to his bed: That weake trechery was worthy ofa checke, 
nor adeſertion. Allthe paſſions of Samſon were ſtrongylike himſelte : bur (as vehe- 
ment motions are not laſting)chis vehement windeis ſoone allaid; and he iS now re. 
curning with a Kid,to winne her that had offended him, and torenue that feaſt which 
ended in her vnkindneſſe. Slight occaſiuns may not breake theknot of matrimonial 
loue, and ifany iuſt offence haue {lackned it on either part, it muſt be taſtned againe 
by ſpeedy reconciliation. | 
Now nba: father in law ſhewes himſelf a Philiſtim, the true parent of her that be- 
| traied her husband. for no ſooner is the Bride-groome departed, then he changes his 
| ſonnc : What pretence of friendſhip ſoeuer hee made,a true Philiſtim will ſoone bee 
weary of an 1ſraclite. Samſohath not ſo many dayes liberty to enioy his wedding as 
he ſpent in celebraring it : Marriage hathbeen evera ſacred Inſtitution, and whobut 
a Philiſtim would ſo eaſily violate it 2 One of his thirty companions enioyes his wife, 
together with his ſute;and now laughs to bea partner ofthat bed,whereon he wasan| 
attendant. The good nature of Samſoz,hauing forgotten the firſt wrong, carried him 
to aproffer of familiatity,and is repulſed; but with a gentle violence,7 had thowght thes 
hadſt hated her.Lawful wedlock may not be difſolued by imaginations, but by proofs, 
Who ſhall ſtay Samſon from his owne wife £ Hee that ſlew the Lion inthe way of 
| his wooing,and before whom thouſands of the Philiſtims could not ſtand, yer ſuffers 
himſelfe to be reſiſted by him that was once his father in Law,without any returneof 
private violence. | 
Great is the force of duty once conceiued,cucn to the moſt vnworthy: This thought, 
I was his ſonne, bindes the hands of Samſon;elſe how eafily might he, that flew thoſe | 
thirty Philiſtims for their ſutes, haue deſtroyed this family for his wife? How vanatu- 
| rall are thoſe mouthes, that can curſe the loines from which they are proceeded - and | 
| thoſe hands, that dare lift vp themſelues againft the meanes of their life and be- 
ins ” : 
, FRA read that Sawſonflew any but by the motion and affiſtance ofthe Spirit of 
 God:and the divine wiſdome hath reſcrued theſe offenders roanother reuenge.Iudge- 
| ment muſt deſcend from others to them, fith the wrong proceeded from others, by 
them. Inthe very marriage, God fore-ſaw and intended this parting, and in the par- 
ting, this puniſhment vpon the Philiſtims. Ifrhe Philitims had notbeene as muche- 
 nemies to God, as to Samſon, enemies to Iſrael in their oppreffion, no leſſe then to 
| Samſon in this particular iniury, that purpoſe and execution of reuenge had beene no 
| better then wicked : Now He te whom vengeance belongs, ſets him on worke, and 
; makes rhe a&ttuſtice : when he commands, euen very cruelty is obedience. 
| It wasa buſie and troubleſome project of Samſo2, to victhe foxes for his revenge: | 
for not without great labour and many hands could ſo many wildecretures be got t0- 
gcther,neither could the wit of Samſoz want other deuices of hoſtility : But he meant 
to find out ſuch a puniſhment,as might in ſome ſort anſwer the offence,and might im- 
ply as much conrempr,as treſpaſle.By wiles,ſeconded with violence, had they wrong” 
cd Samſoa,inextorting his ſecret,and taking away his wife:and what other Embleme 


could theſe foxes ried together preſent vnto them, then wilineſſe combined by force 


tO worke miſchiefe ? 


* Thele foxes deſtroy their corn,heforehe which ſent them deſtroy the perſons. Thoſe 
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{| ivdgements which beginne in outward things,end in the owners: A ſtranger that had 

| beene of neither fide;would haue ſaid, Whar pitty it is to ſce good corne thus ſpoiled? 

| If the creature be confidered apart from the owners, it is good and therefore if it bee 

| miſ-ſpent;the abuſe reflects vpon the maker of it; bur if ir be looked vpon, with reſpect 

| to anill maſter, thebeſt vie of1t is to pcrith. He therefore that flew the Egyptian cattell 

| wich murraine,and ſtnore their truit with haileſtones ; he that conſumed the Vines of 

| Iſrael with the Palmer-worme, and Carterpiller,and Canker-worme,ſent alſo Foxes 
by the hand of Samos, into the fields of the Philiſtims. Their'Corne was too good 

for them to enioy, not roo good for the Foxes to burne vp : God had ratherhis crea- 

tures ſhouldperiſh any way, then ſerue for the luſt of the wicked: 

There could not be ſuch ſecrecy inthe carching of three hundred foxes, but it might 

well beknowne who had procured them: Rumor will ſwiftly flic of things not done: 

but of a thing ſo notoriouſly executed, it is no maruell if Fame be ablab. The menti- 

on of the-offence drawes in the prouocation: and now the wrong to Samſon is ſcanned 

and reuenged , Becauſe the fields of the Philiſtims are burned for the wrong done to 

| Samſon bythe Timnite in his daughter, therefore the Philiſtims burne the Timnite 

{ and his daughter, The tying of the fireorand berweene two foxes, was not ſo witty a 

| policie,as the ſerting ofa fire of diffenſion betwixt the Philiſtims. Whatneed Samſor 

|be his owne executioner, when his enemics will vdertake that charge? There can be 

{ no mare pleafingproſpetto an Iiraclite, then to ſee the Philiſtims rogether by the } 

{ Cares. 

If the wife of Samſon had not feared the fire for her ſelfe,and her Fathers houſe, ſheet 

| had notberrayed her husband, her husband had notthusplagued the Philiſtims, the | 

| Philitims had not conſumed her and her father with fire - now ſhee leaps into that 
flame which ſhee meant to auoid. That euill which the wicked feared, meets themin 

theirflight:: How many in a feare of poverty, ſeeke togaine vnconſcionably, and 
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die beggers » How miany,to ſhunne paine and' danger, haue yeelded to euill, andin 
thelong 'runne haue beene mer in the teeth with that miſchiefe, which rhey had 
| hoped to hauc = behinde them 2 How many, ina defire tocſchue theſhame of 
| men, haue falne into the confuſion of God? Both good andeuil are ſure paymaſters at 
| the laſt. 
He that was ſo ſoonepatified towards his wife,could not but haue thought this re- 
| uengemore then enough,it he had not rather weilded Gods quarrell then his owne;, 
| He knew that God had raiſed him vp on purpoſe, to be a ſcourge to the Philiſtims, 
| whomAs yet he had angred more then puniſhed : As if theſetherefore had beene bur 
| oriſhes before the fray ;he ſtirres vp his courage, andftrikes them both hip and thigh, 
with a4\mighty plague, Thar God) which can doe nothing impertely, wherc hee 
begins cither mercy: or iudgement, will not leaue till he haue happily finiſhed : 
| As it isin his fauonrs Jo in his puniſhments, One ftroke drawes on another. | 
. Thelfraelites wete but {{aues,and the Philiſtims were their maſters :ſo much more 
| indignely therefore muſt they needs rake it, tobee thus affromed by one of their | 
{ ownevaflals : yer ſhall wee comtniend the moderation of rheſe Pagans, - Samſon, | 
| being. not mortally wronged by ofie Philiſtim, falls foule ypon the whole Na. 
| rion;the Philiſtims hainouſly offended by $4w/or, doe not fall ypon the whole Tribe | 
| of Iudah; burbeing muſtered rogether, 'callrothem for ſarisfaftion from the per- 
| ſon offending : the ſame hand of God which wrought Sawſon to revenge, reſtrai- 
_y the fromir; 'Itis no thanketo themſeclues that ſometimes wicked men'cannor | 
ecriell,” : 1-5--: Ek EO be __ | 
Thie men of Iudah,are by their feare made friends to their Tyrants,and traytors to | 
|rheir friend, it was in their cauſe that Samſon had ſhed bloud, and yer they conſpire | 
with he Philiſtims;to deſtroy their owne fleſh and bloud. So ſhal rhe Philiſtims be 
{ Quir with Iſrael, tharas Saſonby Philiſtims revenged himlſelfe of Philiſtims;ſo they 
an I{rzclite, by thehand of Iſraclires. That which open enemies dare not atrempr,they 
|| worke by falſe brethren;and theſe are ſo muchimore perilous,as they are more emir : . 
| DEE c 
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| Ithad beene no lefſe caſie for Samſoxto haue ſlaine thoſe thouſands of Indshtha 
lcameto binde him, then thoſe other of the Philiſtims that meant to killhim boung . 
| And what if he had faidzArc ye turnd Traytors to your Deltuerer 2 yourblond bee 
vpon your owne heads: But the Spirit of God(viithout whom he could not kil eithe; 
beaſt, or man} would neuer ſtirre him vp to kill his brethren,though degenerated intg 
Philiſtims,zthey haue more power to binde him,then heto kill them: Iiraeliriſh blogg. 
was precious to him, thatmade no more ſcruple of killing a Philiſtim, then a Lion , 
That bondage and vſury that was allowed to a lew from a Pagan, might not be ex. 
| cted from a Iew. ENS PRIN 962 16 
The Philiſtims that had before plowed with Samſoxs Heifer inthecaſe ofthe Rig. 
dle,are now plowing a worſe furrow with an Heifer more his owne. Iam afhamedto. 
heare theſe cowardly Tewes ſay, Knoweft thou not that the Philiſtims are Lords oner 1s 2 
Why haſt thos done thus unto vs ? We are therefore come to bind thee, Wheras they ſhould | 
haue ſaid; We findetheſe ryrannicall Philiſtims to vſurpe dominion ouer vs,thoy haf 
happily begun to ſhake ofttheir yoke, and now we ate come to ſecond thee with ou; 
| ſeruice;the valour of ſuch a Capraine ſhall eaſily lead vs forth to liberty; We' are reg. 
dy either rodie with thee,or to be freed by thee : Afearefull man can neuer ben tre 
friend; rather then incurre any danger, hee will be falſe to his owne foule. Ohcryely | 
mercy of theſe men of Tuda ! We will not kill thee,but we will binde thee,and deliner the; 
| to the hands of the Philiſtims,that they may kill thee,” A$if it had not beene.much worſe 
todie an ignominious and tormenting death,by the hands of Philiſtims,then tobe ar 
| once diſpatcht by them, which wiſht either his lite {afe,or his death eaſe. | 
'| When Sax] was purſued by the Philiſtims vpon themountaines of Gilboazhe could 
| fay to his Armour-bearer, Draw forththy ſword, and kill me, leſtthe vncircumciſed 
| come and thruſtmee thorow, and mocke me; ard at laſt, would rather fall vpon his 
 owne ſword.then thcirs: And yet theſe couſins of Samſo7 can ſay. Ve will-not. hill thee, 
but we will binde thee, and deliner thee. It was no excuſe to theſe Iſraelites, that Samſon; 
binding had more hope, then his death; It was more inthe extraordinary mercy of 
God, then their will, that hee was not tyed with his laſt-bonds- : Such 'is the 
20odnefſe.of the Almighty, that he turnes the cruell intentions; of Wicked men toan 
aduantage. Fig] 
Now theſe Iewes that might haue Jet themſclues looſe from their owne bondage, 
are binding their Deliuerer,whom yer they knew able to have reſiſted. Inthegreacelt 
iſtrengrh,there is vie of patiences There was more fortitude in this ſuffering,thewin his | 
former aQtions; Samſon abides to be tyed by his owne countrymen,that he may have 
the glory of freeing himſelfe vitoriouſly, Euen ſo, O Sauiour, our better Nazarite, 
thou which couldſt haue called to thy Father,and haue had twelue Legions of Angels | 
for thy reſcue, wouldſt be bound yoluntarily,chat thou mighiſt trhumph, Sathe bleſ- 
| {ed Martyrs were racked, and would not be looſed, becauſe they-expeRted.a better te- 
lurrection. If we be not.as well ready to ſuffer ill;as todo good, wee arenorfit forthe 


” foe " hs a _ 
< 3X o_ R _ OO A ” r_ oy F - , 
y hs Sa _ $ . " _—_ : 1 275, 4 p 5, 
4- % —_E « 019 . 2» 6h " _ _ a " 
it AAS es "us ins SY o 5 , - _ 
Me Ok. SAG OO _. -.-9 any, >. 5 p09. ' Pane —_ MS IU OY DE DOR ea £ 0 
f > wy 4 « 2y2 no it o Y * p d 2 . - p s S — m—— —_ bes 
"6- - © —_— 7 6 SP p - jaws P 4 + > ew y Strat whe gn lt ee Os. hu > us. co ——_ ny CR __ _ mw 
a. my ne OY . — mY ee: wy mg 417 _— A Lo an - - . « . 5 woe omen 4 Dn. IS _———_— ERA m _ 2 _—_ 
WS 00-236 4 


ET er Er nk 
RESET 


1: 
if 
F 
f 
[l 
Ii 
} A 
: F- 
id 
X. 
[! 


= ; , 4 
Wag , SS Foy on el 
Sd —_—_— 
Ar AS o- Abany + 20. Mb 
. 
— 


| 


- ——_— gs gem 4 pts _ 
_ Wi A ” > oo 


conſecration of God.. . _ 1 rotors yi: 

i To ſee $amſonthus ſtrongly manicled, and expoſed to their full revengs':could 

t . | d to their full renenge;could not 
| butbea glad ſpectacle torheſe Philiſtims ; and heirioy was ſofull, Cy E's not 
| but flie forth of their mouthes in {bouting and laughter; Whom they/ſaw'looſe with | 
; terror, it is pleaſure to ſee bound, It is the ſport of the ſpiritual] Philiſtims, toſce any 
| of Gods Nazarits fertered with the cords of iniquity;and their Impsare ready'to ſay, 

| Aha, {0 would we haue jt, Burthe event: anſwers their falſe ioy, with that clauſe of 
1 triumph, Rezoyce 187 ower me,O mine eremy: thoueh 1 fall,yet 1 ſhal riſe 4744n, How ſoone 
|,was the countenance of theſe Philiſtims changed, and their ſhours turned into fhrick- 
| \ngs*T he Spirit of the Lord came von Samſon:andthen,what are.cords to the Almigh- 
ty! His new bonds are as flax burnt with firez-and he rouzes vp himſelfe, like that 
| young Lion;-whom he firſt incountred,and flies vponthoſe cowardly aduerſaries,who 
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{it rhey had not ſeene his cords, durſt not hane ſeene his face If 7 

; {BG Ot LCen » durit nc ecne . If they had been ſo ma- 

Shed cuuels,as men, chey could not haue ſtood before thar Spitir, We lifeed vp the 
| -._ heart 
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which hath now left'# thouſand bodies; as 'dead asrhecarcaſe of that beaſt, whole bone | 
it was. This vitory was not in the weapon, WH Hiot in the arme 2-it ws in the Spirit 
of God,which'moued theweaponiin thearme.” O God,if the nieanes be weake; yet | 
thou aft frong: Through'God we (hall doigreat aQts,Yea,] candoe all things through 
him rharſtrengthenerh'me. Seeſt thou a poore Chriſtiati, which by weake counte | 
hath obrained to ogercome a tentation 2 there is the Philiſttim vanquiſht with a ſorry + 
- Itisnomarvell, ifheciwererhus admirably firdng and viRtorious, whoſe bodily 
ſtrength God meant to makea type of the ſpirituall power of Chriſt : And behold,as 
| the tbe thouſands of Tulaſtood ſtill gazing with their weapons in theirhand,whiles 
| Sdrnfor Honcfubdued the Philiſtims;ſo.didmenand Angels ſtand looking vponthe 
plorious atcheiuements of the Sonne of God, Who might' inſtly ſay, 7have trod the | 
wine-preſſe alowe, C0308 Oe oF mand 8c it 
| ' Boththe Sawſo75 en of thirſt, The fame God which gaue his Champion 
| victoty,gauec him alſo refreſhing,and by the ſame meanes;The ſame bone yeelds him 
| both conqueſt,and life;and is of a weapon of offence,turned intoa well of water : He | 
| char fetcht water ont of the Alint for Iſrael, fetches it out of a bone for Samſon. Whar is 
| not poſſible to the infinite power of that Almighty Creator, that made all rhings of 
|nothing'? He cangiue 84amſon hony fromthe mouth of thy Lian, and water from the 
[e6uth of the Aﬀe. Who would not cheerefully depend vpon that God, which can 
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tas Cannot wonder more at Samſons ftrengththen his weakneſſe;Hee that | 
> beganne to caſt away his love ypqn a wife of the Philiſtims, goes onto | 
I R$ m.fpend himſelfe ypon theharlors of the Philiftims: He thar did not fo | 
b— much overcome the men, as the women euercome him.. His affections | 
IS 1d him firſt, ere the Philiſtims could doe it : would he elſe, atter | 
the effuſion of fo much of their bloud, haue ſuffered his luſt to carry him within their 
walls, as one thatcared more for his pleaſure, then his life £ Oh ſtrange debauched- 
neſſe, and preſumption of a Nazarite ! The Philiſtims are vpin Armes to kill him;he 
offers himſelfe to their City, to their ſtewes, and dare expoſe his life to one of their | 
harlots, whom he had ſlaughtered. I would haue looked to have ſcene him berike 
| himſelfe to his ſtronger Rocke,then that of Etam,and by his auſtere deyotiongo ſeck 
| Lag of himof, whom he recciued ſtrength :' but now, as if he had forgotren os 


Al. 


Ff "EE: 
 —— 


bt 


— 


Contemplations. L18eXi 


\ —Ccarion. I finde him turned Philiſtim for his bed,and of a Nazarite,ſearcea man; 

| Taq henouriſh his haire, whiles he feeds:theſe paſſions. How vſually doe yj. 

| cor of body,and infirmity of minde lodge vnder on roote 5 Onthe contrary, a wes 
riſh outſide isa ftro mortzue.t9 mortitication :\Jamſons victories haue ſubdued: him, 

| 1nd haue made him firſt aſlaue to lewd defires, and then to the Philiſtims. T.may ſafe. 

ly ſay,that.more veſlels mſcar ry with a faire gale,then with atempeſt._ ; 7 Mitt ofhece! 
" Yet was not Sawsſon ſo blinded with luſt as not ar all to looke before him, hedore 


\orning would be dangerous,the bed of his fornication therefore couldhg! 
ah ws on midnightzthen hee riſes, and in a mocke of thoſe atabuſhes ovy 
the Azahites laid for him, hee carries awaythe.gares wherein they thoughtro hays 
incaged him ' If a temptation have drawnevs alide, to licdowne tO liane, it is happy 
for vs,if wee can ariſe ere wee bee ſurprized with 1udgement,; Sawſozhad-nar lefthi| 
ftrengthin the. bed of an harlot; "neither had chat.God which gaue it himz ; ſig 
him of itwith his clothes, when hee laid him downe in vncleanneſſe : Fr mercy 
vies not to take yantage of our ynworthineſle, hut euen when we caſt himoff,holds ys 
| aſt. Thatbountifull hand leaues vs. rich. of comman graces, when we haue miſ:ſpeng 
| our better ſtore: Like as out firſt Parents, when they had ſpoiled them{eluespf the 1. 
| mage of their Creator,yet were left wealthy of noble faculties:of the ſoule,, |, , 
|. - Thnde Samſon come off from his-finne with fafery,he runnes away lightly with an 
| heauier weight thenthe gates of Azzah,the burthen ofan ill a.Preſent impunity ax. 
| ues not anabatement of the wickednes of his fin,or of the diſlike of God: nothing is 

b worthy of pirty,as a ſinners peace: Good is not therefore good becauſe it proſpers, 
butbecauſe is is commanded : Euillis not cuill-becauſe itis puniſhed, butbecauſcitis 
| forbidden. :-. 319% eros 105 LOFT Ox) lth 

If the holy parents of Samſon lived to ſeetheſe outrages of their Nazariee, Idoubt 
whether they did not repent them oftheir ioy,to heare newes of a ſonne. It is aſhame! 
| ro ſee how he that might not drinke wine, is drunke with the cup of fornications;His 

luſt carries him from | ptr the plaine of Sorek,and now hath founda Dalilabthat! 
{ hall pay him for all his former vacleanneſle. Sinne is ſteepe and ſlippery, andifakter 
one fall wee haue found where to ſtand, itis the praiſe, not of our footing, but ofthe 
hand of God. he] Os 

The Princes of the Philiſtims knew already where Samſons weakneſle liy, though 

{not his ſtrength; and therefore they would entiſe his harlot by gifts, roentife himby | 
her dalliance,to betray himſelte. Itis no maruell,if ſhee which would be filthy,would 
| bealſo perfidious, How could Samſon chuſe but thinke,if luſt had not bewitched him, 
Shee,whoſe body is mercenary to mee,will eaſily ſe]lme to others, Shee will be falſe, 
if ſhe will be an harlot? A wide conſcience wil ſwallow any fin: Thoſe that haue once 
| thralled themſelues to a knowne euill,can make no other difference of ſinnes, buttheir 
| Owne loſle,or aduantage : A lyer will ſteale, atheefe can kill, acruell man can beea 

Traytor;a drunkard can falfifie, wickedneſſe once entertained,can put on any ſhape: 

| Truſt him in nothing,that makes not a conſcience of cuery thing: 

j Woasthereeuer ſuch another motion madeto a reaſonable man? Tell we wherein thy 

| great ſtrength lieth,and wherewith thow maicſt be bound to do thee hart. Who would not 
baue ſpurned ſucha ſutor out of doores? What will not impudency aske, or ſtupidity 
;receiue? He thatkilled the thouſand Philiſtims for comming to binde him, indures 
{this harlor of the Philiſtims toconſult with himſelfe of binding him; and when vpon 
[ the triall of a falſe anſwer heſaw fo apparanetrechery,yet wilfully betrayes his life by 

| her,to his cnemies: All ſinnes,all paſſions haue power to infatuate aman. bur luſt moſt 
| ofall. Neuer man that haddrunk flagons of wine,had leſſe reaſon, then this Nazarite, 

| Many a one loſes his life : but this caſts it away; norin hatred of himſelfe, bur 1n louc 
{ toaſtrumper. Wee wonder that a man coyld poſſibly be ſo ſottiſh, and yet wee our | 

(clues by tentation become no leſſe inſenſate; Sinfull pleaſures, like a common Dalilab 
| lodge in our boſomes: we know they aime atnarhing but the death of our ſoulc, wee 
| will yeeld tothem, and die : Euery willing ſinner is a'$ amſon, let vs not inueighs- 
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gainſt his ſenſls{ne(e, but our owne : Nothingis fo groſſe and vnreaſonable to awell-| 
| diſpoſed minde,whichtentation will not repreſent fir,and plauſible: No ſoule can out 
of his owne ſtrength, fecure himſeife from that finne which he moſt dereſteth., — |} 
As an hood-winkr man ſces ſome little glimmering of light, but not enoughto 
guide him; fo did Samfor, who had reaſon enough left him to make triall of Dal;1ah; 
by a crafty miſ-information;burt not enough vpon thar rriall, ro diſtruſt and hare her;'| 
he had not-wit enough to deceiue her thriſe;not enough to keep himſelfe trom being 
deceiued by her. lt is not ſo great wiſedme to proue them whom weediſtruſt, as it is 
folly torrutt them-whom we haue found trecherous: Thrice had he ſeen the Philiſtims | 
in her chamber, ready-ro ſurprize him, vpon her bonds;and yet will needs be a ſlaue to 
his Traytor. Warning not taken,jis a certaine preſage ot deſtrution, and if once neg- 
lected it receiue pardone, yet thrice is deſpcrate. SEE, 2h 
What man would euer play thus with his owne ruine? His harlor bindes him; and ! 
calls in her executioners to cut his rhroat; he riſes to {auc his own life,and ſuffers them 
| to carry away theirs,in peace, Where is the courage of Samſon? Where his zeale? He 
| hat killed rhe Philiſtims for their clothes;He that ſlew a thouſand of them in the field 
at once;inthis quarrell,now ſuffers them in his chamber vnreuenged. Whence is this? | 
His hands were ſtrong, but his heart was effeminate; his harlor had diverted his affe- 
ion. Whoſocuer fNackens the reines ro his (enſuall appetite; ſhall ſoone grow vnfit 
for the calling of God.Samſon hath broke the green withies, the new ropes,the woofe 
of his haire, and yet ſtill ſuffers himſelfe fettered with thoſe jnuifible bonds of an har- 
lots loue, and can indure herto ſay, How canft thou ſay, 1 lone thee, when thy heart u not 
with me? thou haſt mocked me theſe three times : Whereas he ſhould rather haue ſaid ro 
her, How canſt thou challenge any loue from me,that haſt thus thriſe ſought my life* 
Ohcanſtthou thinke my mockesa ſufficient reuenge of this trechery? Bur contraxily 
he melts at this fire,and by her importunate inſtauarions,is wrought againſt himſelfe. 
Wearinefſe of follicitation,hath won ſome to thoſe ations, which art the firſt motion 
{| they deſpifed; life as we fee ſome ſurorsarediſpatcht, not for the equity of the caule, 
burthetrouble of the proſecution; becaule it is more eafie ro yeeld, not more reaſo- 


{ nable.. It is more ſafe co keepe our {clues ont ofthe noyſe of ſuggeſtions,thento ſtand 
| Vpon our power of deniall. - 


-». Whoacanpitty the loſſe of that ſtrength which-was ſo abuſed * who can pitty him 
the loſle of his locks, which after ſo-many warnings can ſleep in the lappe of D al:lah? 
It is buv iuſt that'hee ſhouldriſe vp from thence ſthauen and feeble, not a Nazarite, 
{carceaman. Tf his ſtrength had lyen in his haire, it had beene our of himſelte; it was 
| not therefore in his locks,it was imrhis conſecration, whereof that haire was a ſigne.If 
therazor had come ſooner vpon his head, he had ceaſed to be aNazarite, and the gift 
| of God hadat onceceaſed, withthecalling of God, not for the wanr af that excretion 

but for the want of obedience. If God withdraw his graces, when he is too much pro- 
| uoked, who can complaine of his mercy.2 He thar ſleeps in fin, muſt Jooke ro wake in 

loſſe,and weaknefſe, Could Sawſorthinke , Though I tell her,my ſtrength lies in my 
haire, yet ſhe will not cutit, -or thovgh ſhee doe-cur my haire, yer ſhall I notloſe my. 
|{trength that'now heriſes and ſhakes bimſelfe in hope of his former vigor « Cuſtome 
of ſhcceſle makes men confident intheir finnes,and cauſes them-to miſtake an atrbitra. 
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|- Hiseyes were the firſt offenders, which betrayed him to luſt:and now they are firſt 
you our,and he is.ledde a blinds capriue to AFzah, where he was firſt capriued to 
his luſt. The LAzzabites, which lately ſaw himnort without terror, running lightly } 
away withthcir gates at midnighr,fee him now .in his own perperuall night, ſtrugling | 
| with his chaines : andthathe may hot want painez togethier with his boadage,he muſt 
grind in his priſon. v.57, Ve. LOCOteLTSTN 1 vr EGriiiÞB-# | 5: 
As he paſted theftreet;eueryboy among the Philiſtims could throw ſtones at him, 
euery woman-could laugh and ifhout at him;' and what one Philiſtim doth not ſay, 
| whiles he laſhes himwntobloud, There is for EA or my kinſman,whom thou 
LEST | 0 LIFE 
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fleweſt: Who can looke torun away witha fin, when Samſona Nazarite.is thus pla. 
ed + This creat heart lthot have but broken with indignarion, if it had.riorpaci 
'Z-dir ſelfe with the conſcience of the iuſt deſert ofall this vengeance. 
Ic is berter for Sao to be blinde in priſon, then to abuſe his eyes in Sorek:yea, 7 
may ſafely ſay,he was more blind when he ſaw licentiouſly,thennow that Ieſees nar. 
He was a greater ſlave when heſerued his affections,then now in Rus for the Phi. 
litims. The lofſe of his eyes ſhewes him his finne, neither could he ſee howill he had 
 done,till he ſaw not. | / fron 
 - Even yet,ſtill the God of mercy lookt vpon the blindneſle of Samſon, andintheſe 
fetrers enlargeth his heart from the worſe priſon of his {innezhis haire grew together 
with his repentance, and his ſtrength with his haire. Gods mercitull bumiliations 
of his owne, are ſometimes ſo ſeuere, thatthey ſeeme to differ little from deſertions; 
yetat the worſt, hee loues vs bleeding : and when we haue ſmarted enough, we ſhall 
feele it. | io | , ke | BN EL e 
- What thankfull Idolaters were theſe Philiftims 2 . They could not but know, that 
theirbribes,and their Delilah, had delivered Samſon to them, and yet they facrificers | 
heir Dazor; and,as thoſe that would bee liberall in caſting fauours vpon aſenſeleſſe | 
| Idoll( of whom they could receiue none) they cry out, Our god hath delivered our ene. 
| 71 into our hands, Where was their Dagon,when a thouſand of his clyents were flaine 
' with an Aﬀes iaw2 There was more ſtrength in tharbone,then in al the makers of this. 
g0d.and yet theſe yaine Pagans ſay, Or god. It is the quality of Superſtition tomil. 
interpret all euents,and to feede ir ſelfe with the conceit of thoſe fauours, whichareſo 
farre from being done,that their authors neuer were. Why doe not we learne zeale of 
Idolaters! And ifthey be ſo forward in acknowledgement of their deliuerancestoa 
| falſe deity; how cheerfully ſhould we aſcribe ours tothe true 2 O God, whatſoever 
be the meanes, thou art the Author of all our ſucceſſe : O that men would praiſe the 
Lord for his goodneſſe,and tell the wonders thathe doth for the ſonnes of en ! 
No Mufician would ſerue for this feaſt, but 8amſoz; hee muſt now bee theirſport, 
| which was once their terror, that he might want no ſforow,ſcornis added ro his miſe-' 
ry: Euery wit and hand playes ypon him; Who is not ready to caſt his bone and his 
ieſtar ſich a captiue 2 Soas doubtleſle he wiſht himiſelte no lefle deafe,then blind,and 
that his ſoule might haue gone out with his eyes. Oppreſlion is able ro makea wiſe 
| man mad:and the greater the courage is, the more painefullrhe inſultation. = | 
| Now Samſon is puniſhed,ſhall the Philiftims eſcape? If the iudgement of God be- 
' gin at his owne, whar ſhall become of his enemies? This aduantage ſh Samſon make 
| oftheir tyranny, that now death is no puniſhmentto him, his ſoule ſhall flic forthin | 
this birternefſe, without pain;and that his dying reuenge ſhal be no lefſe ſweet to him, 
thenthe liberty ofhis former life, Hee could nor bur feele God mockt through him; 
and therefore whilesthey are ſcoffing, hee prayes; his ſeriouſneſle hopes to/pay them 
for all thoſcieſts; If he could have beene thus earneſt with God in his proſperity,the 
Philittinis had wanted this laughing ſtocke. No deuotion is ſo feruent,as-that which 
ariſes fid extremity;0 LordGod,1 pray thee think-vp0n me;0 God, beſeerh thee frengthe 
me 4t this time only, Though Samſoxs haire were ſhorter,yethe knew, Gods hand Was 
| not;as one therefore that had yet eyes enow to ſee him that was inuifible, and whole 
{ faith Was recouered before his ſtrength, he ſues tothat God;whichwas a party in this 
indignity,for power to reucnge his wrongs, morethen his own:Itis zeale that moves 
him and not malice; his renued faith tels him,thathewas deftined to plague che Phi- 
| liſtims, and reaſon tels him, that his blindneſſepurshim-our of the hope of ſuchans- 
{ ther opportunity. Knowing therefore; that this i ofthe Philiſtims muſt end in his 
dearh, he'tecolledts all th2 forces of his ſoule and body, rhathis death may be a pu” 
niſhment in ſtcad of a diſport, and that his ſoule may bee more victorious in the pat- 
| ring, then in theanimarion : and ſoaddrefſes him(elfe/ bothro dye; and kill; as one; 
whoſe ſoule ſhall not-feele his ownediſſolurion, : whitles ir ſhall carry ſo many thou- 
l (and Philiſtims with ir tothe pit. All the ads of $4#ſon are for. wonder,not foriMits- 
| w 41-44 cake tiON: 
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tion: So didft rhouO blefled Saujour,our better $.»/on,conquerin dying,and trium- |* 
phing vpon thechariot of the Croſſe, did Jeade captiuity captiue : The law, ſinne; 

death,hell,had n:uer beene vanquiſhe,but by thy deach: All ovr life,liberry and glory 
ſprings out of thy moſt prectous bloud:; | 
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, He mother of @Hicha hath loſt herfiluer, and now ſhe falsro curſing - 
ſhe did afterwards but change the forme of her god; her ſiluer was her | 
£ god.,cre it did pur on the faſhion of an image: elt{e ſhe had not ſo much 
| curſed to loſe ir, if it had not too much poſſefſed her inthe keeping. 
| A carnall heart cannot forgoe that wherein it delights, without impa- 
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ſtolne from her,and now, he hath ſo much grace as to reſtore ither curſes hath fercht 
againe her treaſures: He cannot ſo much loue the money,ashe fears her imprecations: 
Wealth ſeemes too deare,bought with'a curſe : Though his fingers weretalfe, yerhis 
| heart was render. Many that make not conſcience of committing finne, yetmake con- 
| ſcience of facing it : Itis well for them that they are but nouices in euill. Thoſe whom 
cuſtomehath fleſhed in ſinne, can either deny and forſweare, or excuſe and defend it: | 
their ſeated hearts cannot feele the gnawing of any remorſe; and their forchead hath 
learned tobe as impudent,as their heart is ſcnflefle. ' 
 Ifſenoargument of any holineſſe in thermorher of M7zcha: her curſes were ſinne 
to her ſelfe, yet Micha dares nor but fearethem. Tknow not whether the cauſleſſc 
| curſe be more worthy of pitry, or deriſton,ir hurts the author, not his aduerſary:bur 
\thedeſerued curſes.,rthat fal cuen from vnholy mouthes,arc worthy to be feared : How 
| | much more ſhould aman hold himſelfe blaſted with the juſt imprecations of the god- 
ly 2 What metrall are thoſe made of, that can applaud themlclues in rhe bitter curſes 
{vhich their opprefſions have wrung from the pooxe , andreioyce in theſe ſignes of 
| .|cheir proſperity? TE bus : So ON 
| |-- Neither yet was Micha more ſtriken with his mothers curſes,then with the conſci- | 
{ence of ſacriledge : ſo ſoone as he tindes there was a purpoſTof devotion in this trea- 
| ſare,he dares not conceal it, tothe preiudice (as he thoughr) of God, morethenof 
{His mother. Whar ſhall we ſay tothe palate of thoſe men,which as they finde'nogood 
relliſhbut'inſtolne waters; ſo beſtin thoſe, which are ſtoln from the tountaine of &og: 
How ſoone hath the old woman changed her note? Enen now ſhepaſſed an indefinite 
curſe vpon'her ſonne for ſtealing; arid;now ſhe blefles him' abſolutely, for reſtoring 
| Bleſſed be my ſonne of the Lord; She hath forgotteh! the their, when ſhe ſees thereſtiru- | 
{rion;:How much more ſhall the God'of mercies be more pleaſed with our confeſſion; 
then provoked with our finnes oO Dot nl Neb Fol ER pd 
,-. Tdoubrnotbur this filuer, and this ſuperſtition came Hut of Egypt, together with 
|the mother'of Miches, This hiſtory is not fo late in time, as in place, for the Tribe of 
| | Daz was not yet ſetled in that firſt diviſion of the promiſed land, ſo as this old wo- 
| tnan had ſeen both the Idolatry of Egypr,and the golden Calfe in the wildernes;& no | 
doubt contributed ſomeofher earerinesto that Deity; &atreral theplagueswhich ſhe 
faw inflicted yp-n her brethren; for that Idoll of Horeb, and Baal- Per, ſheeſtill re- 
| ſerues a ſecterloueto ſaperſtition;,8& now ſhews it, Vhere miſcreligion hathgnicepol- 
\ſeſſed it ſelfe of the hearr,itis very hatdly cleanſed out; bur(like the plague)it wilthang 
| = the very cloathes,and after long DISD in an ynexpected infetion and 
wy | We 


= aw 
DB” "Pon 
F 7”. & 


pu ge IS . 
« —_ 9 __ 
T rg a - _ 4 _ M6 TY ie D I ” 
7 es, 4 a” : 
wy, 2 * 8 
4 Rees: Y * 


ET + WW - _— _—_ bk 
. R = 
yr" CS — ORG. RR: - 
= [On es 
wn. HP Ap, "9 pn EE: Fg 
ay 0 Oar. þ 
4 » # 


= M 4 _ 
EEE at Av + 
_ mah Rt I ie oe ere 
F- 1 $21 
*. x8 32 


] 


—__— a. 
—_ "_ _— _ 


/ 


| , DE Em... 
 Lomtemplations.. Lis. X 
-| old wood is the apteſt to rake this fire: After all the ayring in the deſart Michaes mo- 
er will (mellof Egypt. | | 
ba ereuigadR bs Nefituer had bin ſtolne then thus beſtowed, for now they haueſy 
imploycd ir, that it hath ſtoln away theirhearts from God; and yer, while it is mo]. 
ren into an image, they thinke i dedicared to the Lord. It religion might bee iudged 
according to the intention, there ſhould ſcarce bee any idolaty in the world. This wo- 
min loued er filuer enough; & if ſhe had not thought this coſtly piety,worrh tharks, 
ſhe knew which way to haue imployed her ſtocke to;aduantage : Euen euill aQions, 
haue oft- times good meanings, and thoſe good meanings are anſwered With euillre. 
compences. -Many aone beſtowes their coſt, theirlabour, their blood, andreceiye; 


rormentin ſtead of thanks. 


Behold a ſuperſtitious ſonne of a ſperſticious mother, She makes agod, and hee 
harbours it; yea, (as the ſtreame is commonly broader then the head) he exceeds hi 
mother in cuill:He hath an houſe of gods,an Epnod, Teraphin,and that he might he | 
complete in his deuotion,he makes his ſonne his Prieſt, and teoffes that finne vpon his 
ſonne, which he receiued from his mother, Thoſe fines which nature conuayes ng 
to vs, we haue by imitation, Euery ation and geſture of the Parents,is an examplety 
the childe;and the mother,as ſhe is more tender over her ſonne, ſo by the power of 
reciprocall loue, ſhee can worke moſt ypon his Inclination. Whence it is, that inthe 
hiſtory ofthe Iſraclitiſh Kings,the mothersname is commonly noted:andasciuill, 
ſo alſo morally, The birth followes the belly. Thoſe fonnes may bleſle their ſecond 
birth, that are delivered from theſinnesof their education.  _ RT Ton 

W ho cannot bur think. how farre,Mzc44 ouer-lookt all his fellow Iſraclites, and 
thought them profane and godlefſe in compariſon of himſelfe 2 How did hefecretly 
clap himſelfe onthe breſt, as the man,. whoſe happineſle it was to ingroſſeReligion! 
from all the Tribes of Lſrael,and little can imagine,that the further he runs, themore 
out of the way. Can an liraelite be thus paganiſh: O <91:cha ! how hath ſuperſtition 
bewitched thee, that thoy canſt not ſee, rebellion in cuery of theſe aCtions,yeain 
circumRance,rebellion? What,more gods then one: An houſe of gods, beſide Gods 
houſe : An Image of filuer to the inuifible God 2. An Ephod, and no Prieſt? A 
Prieſt, beſides the family of Zeus ? A Prieſt of thine owne begerting, of thine owne 
conſecration? What monſters doth mans imagination produce, when it js forſakenol 
God? Itis well ſeene there is no King in Iſrael. If God had beentheir King, his laws 
had ruled them. If Moſes or /oſbua had beene their King, their ſword hadawed them. 
If any other, the courſes of Iſracl could not haue beene ſo headlefſe. Weearebehdl. 
den to Government for order, for peace, for religion. Where there is no King, e- 
uery onewill bea King,yea a God to himfelfe. Wee are worthy of nothing but con- 
fuſton;ifwee bleſſe not God for authority, 


. a. , 


It is no maruell if Leuites wandred for maintenance, while there was no King inlf 
racl. The tithes & offrings weretheir due:iftheſc had bin paid,none of the holy Tribe 
needed to ſhitt his ſtation. Eucn where Royal power ſeconds the claime of the Leuits 
the intuſtice of men ſhortens his right. Whar ſhquld become of the. Levites, ifther 
| Were no, King? And what of the Church,itno Fane No Clo eherferg no Chruch, 
How could the impotent childe liuewithoutaNurſe 2 Kings ſhall be thy, nurſing ** 
thers, and Queenes thy nurſes, fairh God. Nothing more argues the diſorder of a 
Church, or the decay of Religion, then the forced ſtr aoling of the Leuites. There's 
hope.of; grow th, when Mzicharides to ſeeke a Leuite, but when the Leuice comes!0 


| ſeeke a, ſeruice of Mzcha,iris aligne of gaſping deuotion. oven, 
| Micha was no 0bſrure man; all Mount Ephraim could not but rake notice of b 
domeſticall gods. This Leuitecould not bur heare of his diſpoſition, of his mil-de 
ASE wantohmaintenance,no.lefſethen conſcience,drawes him @n,to the dal 


gerot xdalatrous patronage. Holincfle is not rycd to any;profeſſion. Happy were ® 
forahe. Gur -h,ifthe Clergy could be apriuiledge fromlewdnes. Whenneed meet 
with vaconſcionablenes, all conditions are cafily ſwallowed,of vlawfull cnuranets 
> EISNER, © WICKEO. 
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LitXl. Macnay's faclatry. 
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for the true: Thoſe thax, are curious.in their dietyin their-pyrebaſes, In'their attire, in 
| their contracts, yer in Gods bufineffe are very itylitferents \ «*-** | 
The author of lies ſymerimes ſpeakes truth foran; aduanraps : and from his mouth, 
this flattering Leuit ſpeakes wharke knew would pleaſe, fot what he knew would fall 
out : The cuent anſweres his prediction, \ and rigw the fpics magnific him to their fel- 
lowes : Michaes Idol isa god,and the Leuite'ig/His Oracle. In matter of iudgement, 
to be guided onely by the euent,is the way tg e@xor ;'Falſhood ſhall be truth, and Sa- 
ran an Angel of light,if we follow this rulg:Ein very conieQures ſomerimes happen 
right ; A Prophet,or Dreamer,may give zrrd@ligne or wonder, and yet himſelfe ſay, 
Let vs goeatfter other gods. A ſmall rhingien win credit with weake mindes,which 
wherethey haue once ſped,cannot diſtruſt. 
The idolatrous Danites are ſo beſotted with this ſucceſſe, that they wil rather ſteale, 
then wantthe gods of Micha ; and becaufe the gods without the Prieſt can do them | 
lefle ſeruice, then the Prieſt without the gods,therefore they ſteale the Prieſt with the 
gods. O miſerable Iſraclites ! that could thinke that a god, which could beeſtolne ; 
that could looke for proteRion from thart,which could not keepe it ſelfe from ſtealing, 
| which was won by their theft, not their deuotion ! Could they worſhip thoſe Idols 
more deuoutly then Michathat made them 2 Andifthey could not proteQttheir ma- 
ker from robbery, how ſhall they prote& their theeues ? It it had been the holy Arke | 
of the true God, how could they thinke it would bleſle their violence, or that it would |} 
abide to betranſlated by rapine & extortion? Now their ſuperſtition hath madethem | 
mad vpon agod, they muſt haue him z by what meanes they care not, though they of- 
tend the true God, by ſtealing afalſe. Sacriledge is fit to be the firſt ſeruice ofan Idol. | 
The ſpies of Dan had bin curteouſly entertained by Micha: thus they reward his hoſ: | 
pitalitie. It is notruſting the honeſty of Idolaters : if they haue oncecaſt off the true 
| God, whom will they reſpec 2 
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It ſeemes, Leuires did not more want maintenance,then Iſrael wanted Leuites:Here 
was a Tribe of I{ract withour a ſpirituall guide. The'withdrawing of due meanes,is:rhe 
way to the ytter deſolation ofthe Church ; Rare offerings makecold Altars. There 
needed fimallforcero draw. this Leuite to change his charge ; Hold thy peace,and come, 
and he our father and Prieſt, Whether is it better, Here 1s not paticnce,bur ioy » Hee 
that was won with ten ſhekels, may be loſt with eleuen: When maintenance and, hg. 
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our cals hum,he goes vndriuen;and xather ſteales himſelfe away; then is ſtolne: The 
La. had tao-many gods,to make cohſcience of pleaſing one3There is'nothing more 
inconſtanr,rhen a Leuite.thar ſeckes nothing but himſelfe. mi 
. +, Thus theild-fire of Idolatrie, which lay beforecouched in thepriuate ball of yg. 
| cha, now fics furiouſly thorow all the Tribe of Day z who (like to theeues thar haue 

i carricd awyy. plaguy clothes) haue, inſenſibly infected rhemſclues,and their po. 
 .  eritlp, rp.death..;Herefic and ſuperſtition have ſmall beginnings, dange... . 
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;, Tous proceedings, pernicious concluſions. This contagion is | 
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T be Leuites Concubine.” © 


— 


<< Here is no complaint of a publikely diſordered State, where a Le- 
72 uite iSnotat oneendot it, either as an agent, or a patient. In the 
aa: 1dolatric of Micha,and the Danites,a Lenite was at ator: In rhe 
Z violent vncleannefle of Gibeab, a Leuite ſuffers. No Tribe ſhall 

= ſooner feele the want of gouernmenrt,then that of Ze#7; ' 
>>): . . The Law of Godallowed the Leuitea wife ; hiimane'conni. 
—LSAV EY :;yence, a Concubine , neither did the Tewiſh concubine differ 
-om 2 wife;but in forme outward complements; Both niight challenge all the true eſ: 
ſence ofmarriage;fo little was the difference,thar the. father of the concnbine is called 
the farher'in law to the Leuite,'She whom ill coſtome had of a wife made a concubine, 
is now by her luſt, of a concubine made an harlot: Her fotnication, together with the 
change of her bed, hath changed her abode. Perhaps her owne-eonſcience thruſt her 


ourofdoores;perhaps the iuſt ſcuerity of her busband : Diſiniffion was too eaſie a pe- 
'nalry forthat which God had ſentenced with death: She tharhad deſeruedro beah-' | 
horred ofher husband, feekes ſhelter from her Farher,Why would her Father ſufferhis 
houſe to bedefiled with an adultreſſe,tho out of his owne loyties? Why did he not ra- 
ther ſay, What: Dooſtthouthink to tind my houſe ani harbor for thy fin? Whileſt thou 
wert a wife to thine husband,thou wett a davghtert6-me;Now,thou art neitherzthou' | 
art not mine; I 'gaue thee tothy husband; Thouart not thy husbarids;thou haſt berray-' 
ed his bed:thy filthineſſe hath madetheethine owne;andthine adulterers: Goe;ſeeke 
thine entertainement,where thou haſt loſt thine honeſty: Thy lewdnefle hath brought 
aneccſhity.of ſhame vpon thincabertors; howican. I countenance thy perſon;and aban-: [ 
donthy:ſinne:I had rather. bea inſeman,then a kindFather, Gerthee home therefore! | 
rothy'hosband,craue his forgiuenef{evponthy knees; redeemethis loue withthy mo-" | 
deftly andobedicnce;when his heart is:once openro thee, my doores ſhallnot'be-ſhutr- 
the mearietime,know,I can be io Father to an hatlot,Indulgence of Parenis is the 
eof yanity; the bawd of wickednefle,. thebane' of children. How caſily:is that* | 
[Theefe induced to ſteale;that knowes his-Receiuer, When rhe lawleſneſſe of youth 
knoweswhereto findpiny and tolenition;whatmiſchiete eanirforbeare e- |; 
, ': By how:much betterthis Letme was;fo much more injurious was the Concubines' |} 
finne. Whartusband wonldnor haue ſaid;Sheis gone, let ſhymeand griete goe with' || 
'Ker;T ſhal} find one no lefſepleaſing and inote faithful Or if t befor rovthuch mer” | 
cy inmetoyeeld roa retnrne;let her thatihathi offended ſeeke mes:WhatiporeUiree || 
'way is thereto arcſolued loeſcneſle,then to let her ſee I cannot want her + The-g0&' |; 
-natuite of this Leutrecatoff all theſerearmes z:andnbw; after foure moniethsabſehce, | 
po him rofeeke for her; that hab rumneraway from her fidelitic':: And'now hee: 
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{ thinkes, She ſinned againſt me , perhaps ſhe hath repented ; perhaps, ſhame and foare| 


—— 


{ ontemplations. 


have with-held her from returning ; perhaps ſhe will be moreloyall, for her ſinne : 7+ 
her importunity ſhould winme,halfe the thankes weteloſt ; but now, my voluntary 
offer of fauour thall oblige her for cuer. Loue procures truer ſeruirude then neceſſity, 
Mercy becomes well the heart of any man,but moſt ofa Leuite. He tharhad helpeg 
to offer ſo many ſacrifices to God for the multitude of every Iſraelites finnes, ſaw how 
proportionable ir was,that man ſhould not hold one ſfinne vapardonable : He had ſer. 
ued at the Altar to no-purpole, if he (whoſe trade wasto ſue for mercy) hadnot aralj 
learnzd:to practiſe it. | = : ER ans 
Andifthe rcflexion of mercy wrought thisin a ſeruant, what ſhall weexpe&from 
him, whoſe efſence is mercy £ O God,we doe cyery day breake the holy .couenint of 
our loue ; We proſtitute our ſelues ro euery filthy tenrarion,and then runne, and hide 
our ſelues in our fathers houſe, the world. If thou didſt nor ſeeke vs vp,we ſhould ne. 
er returne ; if thy gracious proffer did not preuent vs, we ſhould be vncapable of for. 
giueneſſe, Ir were abundant goodnefle in theeto receiue vs, when we ſhould intrex: 
thee : but lo, thou intreateſt vs that we would receiue thee. - How ſhould wee now. 
adore,and imitate thy mercy,fith there is more reaſon, wee ſhould ſuc to cach other, 
then that thou ſhouldeſt ſue to vs ; becauſe we may as well offend,as be offended ! 
. I doe not ſee the worhans father make any meanes for reconciliation - but when 
remiſſion. came home to his dores,no man could entertaine it morethankfully, The” 
nature of many men is forward to accept, and negligent to ſue for ; they can ſpend ſe. 
cret wiſhes vypon that,which ſball. coſt them no.indeuour, SE f7 
Great isthe power of loue,whictican in a ſort- vndoe euils paſt, ifnot forthe a&,yet | 
for the remembrance,;Where truc affection was once conceiued, it is cafily pieceds- 
paine, after the ſtrongeſt interruption. Here needs no tedious recapitulation of| 
wrongs.,no itnportuniitie of ſuxe. The vnkindnefles are forgotten, their loue is renwed, | 
and now the Leuite is not a ſtranger, but a ſonne ; By how much more willingly-hee 
came, by ſo much morevnwillingly:hee is diſmifled. The foure moneths abſence of| 
his daughter is anſwered with foure dayes feaſting. Neither:was there ſo miuck joyin 
the former wedding)feaft,as in thiszbecauſe then he delivered his daughter intire;now: 
| delperare : then he fajſnda fonne; but now,that ſoiy hath found his loſt daughter;and: 
| he tound both. The regpuery of any-good,is far more pleaſant then the continuance;::;| 
Little doe we know what evill is coward vs;. Now did this old man;dndthisreſto-' 
' red couplepromiſethemſclues all ioy and conrentment,afteethis vnkind-ftortne ; and! 
ſaid inthemfelues, Now webeginto live. And now'this feaft which wasikeantfor! 
\ thejr neyw,nuptials; projes her funexall, Euen when wee let.ourſehies, looſtftto our] 
: Pleaſurgs, the hand; of God (though, inuiſibly) is writing: bitter things-againſt:vs.1 
Sithweearenot worthy-to know ; is wiſedome to ſuſpetthe worſt; whilbitisleab 


s . ! 
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| allear;hly pleaſures;forbis of laue,;isdiſtaſted wichaneceflity of leauirig. How wor!| 
| thy is that onely IouEro take vp our hearts, which: is notopen'ito any danger of inters| 


| God, and thoſe blefſed ſpirits whom we loue'£\ If wee hang neuer ſo imapottunately 


|; bee gonechence ; /no.Accafion, 'npforce,:iſhall then remove. vs from our fathers} 


| ſcene. 1.6 A CYad 9 Y. 4 SSTON a3. 7+ 1333 tb ad 27 LI ah.6. 4283 4-»4 

' . Sothetimes itfals out;that nothidg is more iniuriousthen courtefie. If thisold man: 
had thruſt his ſonne and daughtefearly out of dores,they had:kuoided this miſchicfe; 
. now, his loving importunity detaines then to; their: hurt; and his owne repentance! 
| Such conrentmentdarh! ſincere affeRion find-in-the- preſence'ofthoſe we lobe, that} 
dear ix ſelfe hathnagther rame;but departing; The greareſt-comfort :of our lift; is] 
; the fruttian of friendſhip, the diflolution whereof,/is the: greateſt paine,of death: As) 


uprion ; which ſhall,ont-live thedate even of faith and hope. andis aserernall, as that 


| vpon ong;anoghcts Mlceues;and ſhead floods of 'teares to ſtop their way, yet wee mult 
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The: Levite is ſtayed beyond his time by 1mportunitie;/ themotions whereof are| 


; boundleſſ%,and infiniteane day.drawes 0nanther, neitheris there any reaſon of this 
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| -i.Gibealvwasaſeconid Sodome, eiten there alfp is another Lot: which is therefore ſo 
much motc hoſpicall rs ſtrangers, becatiſe himſelfe was a ſtranger. The Oaſt as well as 
the Leuite is of Mount Ephraim : Exch man knowes beſtro corhtniſetate that euill in| 
gthers; which himſelfe harly paſſed thorow. ''Alt* Ha profeſſethe Name of Chriſt, 
are Countrymen,and yerftrangers here below:Hok cheerefally ſhould we entertaine 
each dther,when we meet in the Gibeatiof this inhoſpitall world 2 _ 

| -'This good old man'6fGibeah camehome lare frond his worke in the fields : The 
Sunnewas ſer erche giic oner; and now; ſeeitis this mans ſtranger, an Iiraclite, a 
;Leuite, an Ephraimite, and thar'in'his'way to the houſe of God, to take vp his 
lodging inthe ſtrect, hee proffers him the kindnefle of his houſe-roome, Induſtrious 
; ro are the fitteſt recepracles of all good motions, whereas thoſe which giue them- 
felues to idle and looſe courſes, doe not care {o much as for themſelues. I heare of | 
but one man at his worke inall Gibezh : the reſt were quafhng and reuelling. That | 
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| | this good Oaſt, rather will 


bine, then this prodigious villany ſhould be offered to a man, much more; rg a man of 
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| man,There the gueſts ſaued the Oaſt;here the Qaſt.could pox faue the gueſt from bru- | 
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| ' rious luſt of barbarous Ruffians,and(which he miſdoubtethnat) abuſed togeath. : i; 
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| ; | | | ' hateofthat vnnaturall wickednes overcame his loue to her,Shee is expoled; tothe fu- 
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uite looked to find her humbled with this violence, not murdered : and 
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208 of his owne dead wite, into morſels; and ſend theſe tokens to all the Tribes.of Iſraet, j 
f that when they ſhould ſec theſe gahbers of the body murdered, the more they might:| 
deteſt the murderers. Himlſelfe puts on cruelty tothe dead, that he od them 
ſly villanous, may iuſtly countenance | 
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Thedeſolationof Bxxianiy. 


= Heſe morſels could not chuſe but cur the hearts of Iſrael with hotror and 

| SE compaſſion; horror of the at,” and compaſsion of the ſifferer - and now 
their zeale drawes them rogether, either for ſatisfaRion, or revenge. 
Sq ho would not haue looked thar the hands of Beniamin ſhould haue 
beene firſt ypon Gibeahzand that they ſhou'd have readily ſenrthe heads ofthe offen- 
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confuſion. "£2 | 
Tſhovld hane feared leſt 
diffruſtfull,or weary of agood cauſe : but (till I indethem no eſſe couragious, with 
more humility./Now they faſt, and Wore: and ſacrifice t Theſe weapons had beene 
vigorious in their Brit aſſault; Benianin had never beene in danger of pride for ouer- 
commine, if this humiliatiot'of Tſtael had prevented the fight. It is {eldome ſeene, 
bur that which we do with feare,proſpereth; whereas confidence in vndertaking, layes 
euen'g00d endeuours inthe daft,” oor SH F020. 3 CIP 
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?1, : 
__ Wickedneſſei 


{Contemplations. L1s. Xl. 
| Wickedneſſe could neuer bragge of any long proſperity, nor complaine of the 
lacke of paiment: Still God is even wich jtat the laſt: Now hepaies the Beniaminites 
both that death which they had lent to the Iſraclites,and that wherein they ſtood in- 
dcbted rotheir brotherhood of Gibeah : And now that both are met indeath, there ig 
235 much difference betwixt thole Iſraelites, and theſe Benjaminites, as betwixt Mar- 
tyrs,and Malefactors. To dicin a fin isa fearefull revenge of giuing patronageto fin: 
The ſword conſumes their bodies, another fire their Cities, whatfocuer became of 
their ſoules. c | 
Now might Rachel haue iuſtly wept for her children,becauſe they were not; fot be. 
| hold, the men, women, andchildren of her wicked Tribe, are cut off; only ſome tew 
ſcattered remainders, ran away from this ve + ann and lurked in Caues, and rockes, | 
both for feare, and ſhame : There was nodifference, but life, betwixt their brethren 
and them; the earth couered them both : yet vnto them doth the reuenge of Iſracl 
ſtretchirſelf,and vowes to deſtroy,ifnot their perſons, yet their ſucceſſion;as holding \ 
them vnworthy to recciue any comfort by that ſex, to which they had been ſo cruel] 
both in aR and maintenance. Ifthe Iſraelites had not held marriage and iſſue a yery 
great bleſſing,they had not thus revenged themſelues of Bexiamin:now they accoun- : 
ted the wich Holding of their wiues,a puniſhment ſecond to death. The hope of life in 
our poſterity,is the next contentment to an enioying of life in our ſelues. 
They haue ſworne,and now vpon cold bloud repent then. If the oath were notiuſt, 
why would they take itzand ifit were juſt, why did they recant it? If the a were juſti- 
fiable, what needed theſe teares 2 Euen a uſt oath may be raſhly taken : not only in- 
iuſtice, but temerity of ſwearing ends in lamentation. In our very ciuill ations, it is 
aweakneſle to dothat which wee would after reuerſe, but in our affaireswith God, 
to checke our ſelues too late, and to ſteepe our oathes 1nteares, isa dangerous folly. 
| Hee doth not command vs to take voluntaty oathes;he commands vs to keepethem, | 

Ifwee binde our ſelues to inconuenience, wee may iuſtly complaine of our owne fet- 
ters : Oathesdoe not onely require iuftice, but iudgement; wiſe deliberation, no leſſe 
then equity, od ei EY” 
Not conſcience of their fa, but commiſeration of their brethren, led themto this 
publike repentance. 0 Ged,why is this come 10 aſſe, that this day one Tribe of 1ſratl ſhall 
want?Euen the iuſteſt revenge of men is capable of pitty: Inſultation in the rigour of 
Tuſtice, argues cruelty; Charitable mindes are gricued to ſee that done, which they | 
would not wiſh yndone; the ſmart of the offenderdoth nor pleaſe them, which yet are 
throughly diſpleaſed with the finne,and haue giuen their hands to puniſhir, God him- | 
| ſelfe takes nopleaſure inthe death of a ſinner,yet loues the puniſhment of ſinne : As a + 
good parent whips his childe, yet weepes himſelfe. There is a meaſure in victory and 
reuenge,if never ſo iuſt,which to exceed, leeſes mercy in the ſuit of Tuitice. 
 - If there were no fault in their ſeverity, it needed no excuſe; and if there 
were a faulr,it will admit of no excule : yert,as if they meant to ſhift off the ſinne, they 
expoſtulate with God,0 Lord God of 1ſracl,why is this come to paſſe this day ? God gaue 
them no command of this rigour;yea hetwiſe croſt them in the execution, and now, 
in that which they intreated of God with tears,they challenge him. It is a dangerous | 
iniuſtice,to lay the burthen of our ſins vpon him,whichtemptethno'man,nor can bee 
; tempted with euill;whiles we ſhould ſo remoue our ſinne, we double it. 

' A man that knew not the power of an oath,would wonder at this contrariety inthe 
affections of Iſrael: They are ſory forthe laughter of Beniamin;and yet they ſlay thoſe | 
| that did not helpe them in theſlaugther, Their'oath ca!s them to more bloud: The ex- 

 celle of their reuenge vpon Beniamsn, may-not excuſe: the men of Gilead: If ever oath | 

might looke for a diſpenſation; this might plead ir; Now, they dare nor bur kill the 
men of 1abeſh Gilzad,leſt they ſhould haue left ypon themſclues agreater ſin of ſparing 
then puniſhing.7 abeſh Gilead came not vpto aid Iſtael,therfore all the inhabirants muſt 
die. To exempt our ſelues(whether our of ſingularity, or ſtubbornnes)from the com: | 
mon actions of the Church,when wearelawtully calledtothem,is an offence worthy | 
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1ury of Iirael:and now,ftth they'muſt dye, iris p00d ro:make benefit of neceſſity. I in- 


| of aff-tion,may there be in not only a ſudden,bur a forceable meeting? If theſe Ben- 


L 1s. XI: The deſolation of Be Nia on NW 
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Of judgement: In the maine quarrels of the Church,nentrals are puniſhed. This execu- 
tion ſhal make amends for the former, of the ſpoil of 7abeſh Gilead,ſhal the Beniaminires 
be ſtored with wiues:that no.man may think theſe men ſlaine for their daughters,they 
plainly dye for their finne;and theſe Gileadires might nor haue livec, without the per- 


quire not into the rigour of the oath - I: their ſolemne vow did not binde them to kill 

all of both ſexcs in Bexiamin, why did they nat ſpare their virgins 2 andit it did ſo 
binde them,why did they.ſpare the virgins of Gilead: Fauours muſt be enlarged in all 
theſe religious reſtrictions; Where breath may be taken in them, it is not fit nor ſafe 
they ſhould be ſtrained. 

Foure hundred virgins of Gilead haue loſt parents, and brethren, and kindred, and 
now finde/husbands in lieu of them. And inforced marriage was but a miſerable com- 
fort for ſuch a loſſe: like Wards,or captiues,they are taken,and chuſe nor. Theſe ſuffice 
not; their friendly aduerſaries conſult for more vpon worſe conditions. - Into what 
troubleſome and dangerous Rraits doe men thruft themſelues,by either vniuſt, or in- 
conſiderate vowes ? 3} ; 
In the mid{(t of all this common lawleincſe of Iſrael, here was conſcience made on 

both fides,of matching with Infidels: The Iſraelites can rather be content their daugh- 
ters ſhould be ſtollen by their owne,then that the daughters of aliens ſhould be giuen 
them. Theſe men which had not grace enough to deteſt and puniſh the beaſtlineſſe of 
their Gileadires,yer are not ſo graceleile, as to chuſe them wiues of the Heathen. All 
but Atheiſts(howlſocuer they ler themſclues looſe)yet in ſome things find themſclues 
reſtrained,8& ſhew to others that they haue a conſcience. If there were not much dan- 
ger,and much fin in this vnequal yoke, they would neuer haue perſwaded to ſo hea- 
uy an inconuenience : Diſparitie of religion.in matrimoniall contrafts, hath ſo many 


— 


e 


- 


miſchicfes,that it is worthy to be redeemed with much preiudice. | 
They which might not giuetheir owne daughters to Beriamin, yet-giue others 
whiles they giue leaue go ſteale them. Stollen marriagesare both vnnatural}and full of 
hazard, tor loue(whereof marriage is the knot)cannor be forced: this was rather rape 
then wedlocke. What vnlikeneſle(perhaps contrariety )of diſpolition, what auerſenes 


tamiaites had not taken liberty of giving themſelues eaſe by diuorcemerit,they would 
often haue found leiſure to rue this ſtollen booty. This aft may not be drawn to exam 
ple;and yet hcre wasa kinde of indefinite conſent: Bothdeliberation,and good liking, 
are little enough for a during eſtate,arid that whichis pnce done for ever; '/ 

Theſe virgins come vpto the feaſt of the Lord, and now, out of the midſt of their 
dauncesarc carried td adouble captiuity. How many virgins haue loſt themſclues in 
daunces ? and yet this ſpott was not immodeſt, Theſe virgins dannced by themſclues, 
without the company of them which might moue towards vnchaſtity;for ifany men 
had beene witli them, they had found ſo many reſcuers, as they had aſlaulrers; now, 


cesare guilty of moteſinne, Vanton geſtures,and vachaſte rouches, looks,motions, 
draw the heart to folly : The ambuyſhes ofcuill ſpirits carry away many a ſoule from 
daunces.toafearefulldeſolation, . ,... il fo 

Ir is ſuppoſed, that the parents thus robbed of their daughters, will take it heauily * 
There cannotbe agreatercroſſethen the miſcarriage of children: They are not onely 
the liuing goods, bur pieces of rheir parents; that they ſhould-therefore be torne from 


them by violencezis no leſfle iniury,then the dilmembring of their owne bodies, 


the expoſing of their weake ſex to this iniury,provestheir innocence. Our vſualdaun- 
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| not leaveit for a little. Behold,that land, which had wont to flow with milke and ho- 


' themrhatdwell therein, Thecarth beares not for ir ſelfe, but for vs;God is riot an 
- withit,but with men.For our ſakes,it was firſt curſed ro thornes & thiſtles, after thar 
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| Abraham ſent fora wife-of his owne Tribe, for hisſonne 7ſauc? Had they heard the 
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' We may not looke alwaies for plenty. Ir isa wonder whiles there is ſuch ſuperfluity 


' thing butneceſfity can diſpenſe with :a locall relinquiſhing of Gods Church, Nor 


 driues fromthence. The Creator and poſſeſlor of the earth, hath not confined any 
' manto his necellary deſtruCtion. | 


all needfull helps. There cannot beea better imployment of Moabites,then to 


true owners? It is too much nicenefle in them,which forbeare the benefit they might 
make of the faculties of profane, or herericall perſons; They confider not thar they 
 hauemore right to the good ſuch men candoe, then they that doe it, and challenge 


| theſe viiequall marches ptoſper: Thie twoſohnes of Blimeltch ite Iwepr away hildles 
inthepriateof their age,and inſtead of rheir ſeed;they leaue their carcaſſes in Moab, | 
; their wiues widdowes,their mother childlefle,and helplefle amongſt Infidels, in that 
: age whica moſt needed comfort. How miſerable doe we now finde poorce Naomi ? | 
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2&9 Ewwixt the raigne ofthe Tudges, Iſracl was plagued with tyranny. and 
TS D . . P a | | y 3 

2 whiles ſome of them raigned, with famine. Seldomedid that rebellious 

XV) people want ſomewharto:humble 'them. One rod 's not enough fora 

<= {tubborne childe: The tamine muſt needs be great,that makes the inhahi- 

* tants to runnetheir countrey, The name of home is ſo ſweet, that we can- 


hy,now abounds with wantand penury,and Bethleem, in ſtead of an houſe of bread, 
is an houſe of fatnine: A fruitfull land doth God make barren, forthe wickednes of 


to moiſture, and ſince that (not ſeldome)to drought, and by all theſe, tobarrenneſſe, 


of wickedneſſe, that our earth isno more ſparing of her fruits, | 

The whole earth is the Lords,and in him,ours.Itis lawfulforthe owners to change 
their houſes,at pleaſure. Why ſhould we not make free vie of any part of out owne | 
poſſeſſions 2 Elimelech and his familic moue from Berhleem Tuda vnto Moab, No- 


pleaſure, notprofir, not curiofity. Thoſe which are famithed-out, God calls, yea 


It was lawfull for E/melecbromake vie of Pagans, and Idofaters, for the lupply of 


the 
treaſurers and purueyors of Gods children: Wherfore ſerue they, but to gather forthe 


that good for their owne. 


© Bur Teatinot ſec,how'ir could be lawfull for his Sons to'match with the daughters 
of Moab. Had theſe men heard how far, and vnder how folemne an'oath, theirfather 


earnicſt charge of holy 1/aac, to the'ſonne hee blefled, The ſhalt not take awife of the 
daughters of Canaan ? Had they forgorten the plagnes of Iſrael for bur a ſhort conuer- 
ſion with the Moabitiſh women? If they plead remorenefſe from their own people; 
Did they notremember how far «9b walked to'Padan-Arame Was it Farther ons 
{Moab'to Bethleeni,then fiG Bethleem ro-Moab?and if the care of themſelies led them 
from Bethleem to Moab;ſhould not their care of ovedtenceto God,haue as welcarri- 
ed chem backefrom Mo6abto Berhleeme Yer iftheir wines wou[d haue left their idola- | 
tric with their maidenhead, the match had beene more'fafe; but now; euen atthelaſt | 
| farewell. a9m:-can ſay of 0rpab, rhat ſhe is returnet to- her gods; Theſe men haue | 
ſinned initheirchoice;-and ir{peeds with them accordingly. ' Where did etier one of 


; which is left deſtitute of her country, her husband,her children, her friends; and tur- 
ned -tooſthnd folitary to the mercy of the world : yer euen our of theſe hopeles ruines 

wil God raiſe comfort to his ſeruant. The firſt good newes is,that God hah viſited his 
pcople with bread;now therefore, fince her husband and ſonnes were vnrecoucrable, 
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Ls,X1. 
(he will try to recover her countrey and kinred. Tt wecan haue the ſame conditions 
in Tudah, that we haue in Moab, weare no [{raclites if wee returne not, Whiles her 
hisband and ſonnes liued,I heare no motion of retiring home; now theſe her carthly 
Rayes are removed, ſhe thinks preſently of remouing to her country;Neither can we} 
ſo hartily thinke of our home aboue,whules weare turnithed with theſe worldly con-! 
centments;when God ſtrips vs of them, ſtrait waies our minde is homeward, 

Shee that came from Bethleem,vnder the protection of an husband,atrended with 
her ſonnes, ſtored with ſubſtance;reſolues now to meaſure all that way alone. Her ad- 
verſity had ſtriprher of all, buta good heart; that remaines with her, and beares vp 
her head,inthe deepeſt of her extremity. True Chriſtian fortitude wades thorow all} 
euills;and though we be vp to the chin, yet keepes firme footing againſt the ſtreame ; 
where this is, the ſex 15 not diſcerned; netther 1s the quantity of the euill read in the 
face. How well doth this courage become liraelites,when wee are left comfortleſſe 
inthe midſt ofthe Moab of this world, toreſolue thecontempr of all dangers, in the 
way to our home? A contrarily nothing doth mote miſ-beſeemea Chriſtian,thar his 
ſpirits ſhould flagge with his cltate,and that any difhculry ſhould make him deſpair 
ofattaining his beit ends. hots] 

G ogdnefle is ofa winning quality wherefoeucr it is;and euen amongſt Infidels,will 
make 1t ſelfe friends. The good diſpoſition of Naomi carries away the hearts ofher 
daughters in law with her;{o as they arercady to forſake their kinred, their countrey \| 
yeatheir own mother,for a ſtranger ,whoſe affinity died with her ſonnes. Thoſe men 
| are worſe then Tatidels,and next to Diuels,that hate the vertues of Gods Saints; and 
could loue their perions well,if they were not conſcionable, A 
| Howearneſily doe theſe two daughters of Moab plead for their continuance with 
N ao; ;and how hardly is either of them diſlwaded from partaking of the miſery of 
ner ſociety ! There are good natures euen among Infidels,and fuch as for morall dif- 
poſition ,& ciuill reſpe&ts,cannot be exceeded by thebeſt Profeſſors, Who can ſuffer 
his hearrtoreſt in thoſe qualities, which are common to them that are without 
God ? 

Naomi could not be ſo inſenſfible of her owne good, as not to know how much com- 
fort ſhee might reape to the ſolitarineſſe.both of her voyage,and her widdow-hood : 
by the ſociety of theſe rwo younger widdows,whole affections ſhe had ſowell tried; 
euen very partnerſhip is a mitigation ot euils, yet toearneſtly doth the diſfwade them 
fromaccompanying her, as that ſhee could not have {aid more, if ſhee had thought 
their preſence irkefome,and burdenous:Good dilpolitions loue not to pleaſure them 
ſclues with the diſaduantage of others; 8& had rather be miſerablealone, then todraw 
in partners totheir ſorrow; forthe ſight of anothers calamity doth rather double their 
| owne;& if themſclues were free, would afte& them with compaſſion : As contrarily, 
{ 11] mindscare not how many companions they haue 1n miſery, nor how few conſorts 
| in good; If themſelues miſcarry,they could becontent all the world were enwrapped 
| with them in the ſame diſtreſle. 
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I marucll not that 0rpah is by this ſeaſonadle importunity perſwaded toreturnc: 
from a mother in law,ro a mother 1n nature; iroma toyleſome journey ,toreſt; from 
 ſtrangers,to her kinred;from an hopeleſſe conditton,to liklihoods of contentment, A 
little intreaty wil ſerue to moue nature to be good vnto it ſelfe:Euery one is rather a 
N aemi to his owne ſoule, to perſwade it to ſtay {t11], and mioy the delights of 2494b, 
rather then to hazard our entertainment in Bethleem, Wil religion allow me this wild 
liberty of my actions,this looſe mirth, thete carnall pleaſures? CanT bea Chriſtian, 
and not live ſullenly?None but a regenerate heart can chuſe rather to ſuffer aduerſiry 
| with Gods people,then toenioy the the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, _ .O.._ 

The one ſiſter takes an vnwilling farewell, and moiſtens her laſt kifles with many 
teares : the other cHnot be driuen backe, bur repells one intreaty with another; 1- 
| treat me not toleaue thee; for whither thou goeſt 1 will go,where thou dwelleſt,I wil dwel.thy 
| people ſhall be my people, thy God my God,whera thou Mp wil aie,and there will be afar? | 
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| Ryth ſaw ſo much vpon ten yeeres triall,in Ngomz, as was:mote worth then all. out), 
and.in congparilon wherof all worldly refpe&ts deſerued nothing but contempteThe ! 
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next degree Vnte goodne le is the loue of goodnes: He 15 inataire way'to grace.tlug 
can value itz[f ſkee had not been already a pro (clyre,the could nothaue ſer ts prieg) 
vpOR N aomies VCITUC. Loue cannot be ſeparatedirom 2defire of fruition ;in vaine had; 
Ruth proteſted her affection tO Nam, if ſhee could haue turned her out to her jovy..! 
ney alone ; Loue tothe Saints doth Not MOre argue Our intereſt in God, ther) lociers! 
argues the truth of our loue. | 
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As ſome tight veſſell that holds out againſt windand water, fodid Ret againſt alli 
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the powers of a Mothers perſwafions;The impoſſibility ofthe comfortofmarriage in 
following her(whichdrew back her {ifter in law)cannot moue her,She hears her mo. 
| ther, likea modeſt matro(cotrary tothe faſhion of theſe times)fay,I am too o/d tohaue 
| £9 husband,and yet thee thinkes not on the contrary; { am too young towant an huſ.! 
land : It ſhould ſeeme, the Moabites had learned this faſhion of Iſrael, to expett the : 
brothers raiſing of {ced to the deceaſed; The wido whood & age of Naomi cuts oftha: | 
| hope;neither could Ryrh then,dreaime ofa BoaX that might aduance her; It is no loue* 
that cannot make ys willing to be miſcrable for thoſe we aftect: The holloweſt heart | 
can be content to follow one thar proſpereth: Aduerſity 1s the only fornace offrend- | 
ſhip:If loue willnot abide both fire and anuile,it is but counterfeit; fo in our loue to} 
God,wedoebut crake and vaunt in vaine,if we cannot ve willing to ſuffer for him, | 
But ifany motiue might hope to ſpeed, that which was drawne from example, was 


t 
\, 
f 


: 
' 


— 


; 


molt ikely z Behold th ! ſiſter in law is gone backe vato her people,and to her gods; retnrac? 
tou after her, This one art-lefle perſwaſion hath prevailed more with the world then 
| all the places of reaſon: How many millions miſcarry vpon this ground, Thusdid my 

fore-fathers;Thus doe the moſt; I am neither the fir{t,nor the laſt! Doe any of the ry- } 

lers?\Vce ſtraight thinke that, cither fate,or pardonable,tor which we can pleadea 
precedent. This good woman hath more warrant for her reſolution, 'then anothers* 
{ practice ; The nund can neuer be fteady,whiles it ftands vpon others feere;and till it + 
| be ſetled vpon ſuch grounds of aſſurance, rhat it will rather lead, then follow;and can \ 
' {ay with 7ofhaa,whattocucr become of the world, axd my houſe will ſerxe the Lord. * 
It Naywi had nttbecne a perſon of eminent note, no knowledge had beene taken | 

at Bethieem other returne, Pouerty is cuer obſcure; and thoſe that haue little, may 
g0e and Come without nuite, It the ſtreetes of Berhleem had not betore vied to (wy. 
There goes Naomr; they had not now asked, Is not this Naomi > Shee that had lot all: 
| things,bur her name, is willing to part with that alſo; Ca/l mee not Noami,but catl wee 
| Marah, Her humility cares litrle tor a glortous name, 1n a deteRed eftate, Many a 

one would haue ſer faces vpon their want, and in the bitrernefle of their condition, 
have affected the name of beaury. In all formes of 200d, there are more that care ts - 
ſeeme,then to be:Naome hates this hypocrifie,& fince God hath humbled her defircs 
not to be reſpected of men. Thoſe wich are truely brought down, make it not dainty 
that the wor!d ſhould think them ſo;but are ready to be the firſt proclaimers of their 
owne vileneſle, 

Naomi went iull our of Bethleem to prevent want ; and now ſhee brings that want , 
home with her,which ſhee deſired to auoid.Our blindneſſe oft-times carries vs into 
the perils we lecke to eſchew: God findes it beſt many times to croſle the likely pro-' 
tes of I11s dereſt children;and to multiply thoſe afflictions,which rhy fearedſ{ingle. - 
\ Ten ycercs haue turned Naomr into Marah:VVhat aſſurance is there of theie catth- | 

Ly things,whereof one houre may ſtrip vs? What man can ſay ofthe yeeres tocome, | 
Wn [ will de? How iuſtly doe wecontemne this vncertainty, and looke vp tothole } 
ona that cannot but endure,when heauen and earth are diflvlued > 
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ITY Q at L. Mites Elimelech ſhifted'td Moab to auod the famine; Buo7 abode till at 
FF (7 Ja Bethe Aha continieUrichs no 0 gong > i Hee ſtaid at home; and 
\ WW PP/Poind Blatlyhich £1/2#123 waittb/Rek,;ardimiffed. The mdgementof 
HS VA ax famine: Porlightly-extendir ſelfero all : Peſtilence and the{worg 
{ EWA "0 ſparc none; bur dearth commonly plagucth the meaner tort, and balkerh 
"the miShtf When By M2 flote-keuſe was emptyhis fields were full;and maintai- 
; ned the tnarje'of BetH1e 4h. { conotÞeate Ruth Rand voon the termes of her better e- 
|-ducati&hiorycalcbyPawtige, butnow thitGod hath called her to want; 1:eſcorns 
not to ay Her hatid varobH hamily ſeruices; andthinks it no di{patagementto finde 

her bread in orhet - googhd ma no-hatderteſſon io a gcncrous'minde; not that 
{more beſeemcsir, t] cific toVeare want, of to preuentat; / Baſe ſpirits give them- 
ſelues oterto idſeriefR{andmailery; afid becauſcrhey arc crofſed, will iullenly periſh. 
That good -yoman'lith nor bin fO-riothing in the ſchoole of patience; the hath leat- 
ned obedithce toa pbdtefiep-mortner, ſhe was'now a widow-paſt teach ofany danger | 
of correion;belides;thar penury might ſcemsro diſpenſe with awe;Euenchitren do | 
exfily kane 10 cotttfiethe poncerty of their own Parents; Yet hath Bheenured her |, 
ſelfe to obedience BatfReAvill ng: {fo much as goeforth intothe field to vieane, with-|: 
out the Ka of hermother inlawyndisnoleficobſequious to: Marah,chen ſhewasro || 
N 40m What ſhallwe fay to thofe children,rhat '1m-the maih@actions of thitr hfe,for-|. 
get cheyhavie natural Parents: 1ris ſhame ro let, thatin meane families want of ſubs" 
fancecantmh want of daty;-and that childrenſhoutdthinke tHhemſQues iprivitedped:], 
for vnrenerencebecaitie/the Parent ispoore; Little do weknow,when #ceegoctorth|| 
[in cherporning,whatiGhd meanestwigowithivsere vighe: There is a prowdence that? 
atrendsoh vs1h all 6utwaies; andguidesvsinſtnfiblyto hisowne ends; hat divine | 
hand leades Ruth DlitIifoRed ts thefRetdof Boa77 : Thar the meetes with his teapers, 
and fa{s'Vpon his land imongſtillcheticlds'of Bethlce mit was f10 praiſes kereleis | 
but che' gracious diſpofition of himzin whom we tnouc; His thoughts arzraboue ours;!| 
and doc ſo order 6uratibiis, ag'w&itwe had known, ſhould haue wiſhed; No fboner!| 
iS ſhee come intotheteld;bur the'teapersare friendly to het,,no ſooner I© Boa come | 
into his eld; but heintites her to4more bounty then the could haue'dehired;now God? 
begins to fepay ihto her bolome, herloue and duty to her mother in law. 'Renerence): 
and louthg refpeRs to parents,” nbuer yet wentaway vnrecorn peniced; Goed.will ſt re<s 
ly raiſe vp ffiends monelt Rrangers torhole tharhaucbcen offi ous at-home: It was/| 
worth Ritbe's iourtie front Moab, to meet with fuch a man as/Boag,/! whont we tind'!| 
thrifty, religious, charitable,” Hugh henyeronch, yet FEWVks norcableheghe comes-| 
into the field to-ouerfee his teaperss Eon the beſt cltate requires caretull.mabagibg 
ofthe owner; He wantcd nor 6ffieats'to taketharge of aisHygbandry, Fw kt bad 
ther be his owne'witnefſe: After all the truſt of vthi rs.the Maſters eye tet _ 


he Horſe] 
The Maſter of this Preat houſhald; of the iworld: gives vsan cxampligyabis cara; q | 
whoſe eye is in cyery cornerof this his lixgge poſſetion;Notauility/ onbabup xcligion 4. 
binds vs to cod ndbandry; Weureall t&vards;and what account race giuero:y, 
our Maſter,if we neuer looke after our eftare”* T doubr whether BoaJ'hadibin1orichy7]! 
if he had notbin fo frugall : Yet waShenot more thrifty then teligious-: Hee comes {| 
not to his reapers,but with a blefſingin his mouth :' 5hb-Lord be'with-you;-a&bnethat 
knew;it he were withrhem;andnotthe Lord; his preſence could amailenoching. "All 
the bufineſſe of the family ſpeeds the better, tor the Maſters benedidtionz "Thoſe af= | | 
fairez are likely to ſaceced, thattaketheir beginning at Gods, 7 <2 29,912 02h] 

Charity was wellmarched with his religiorn;without which,good wotds are but his: 
pocrites': no ſooner doth hee-htarethe nameofthe Moabiteſſe,  burher/etconds the' 
kindnes of his reapers;4ndftill he-ifes in hisftuonrs: Firſt;the may gleayeim his field, | 
| then thee may drinke of his vaſſels;” then ſhee ſhalltake hermcalewith lus a as | 
Vuuu2 and |, 
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] which yet makes her for the time,happy-If we may refreſh the ſonle of the poore with 


{if poore ſoules be ſo thankfull ro vs, for butan hangtull,or a ſheafe;how {hould we bee! 
ER, | oY 


"_ o_ 


ee 


| 


| 


| 


| ſhop. Wiſely doth X am; aduiſe Rath notto be ſeervin an y other field, whilcsthe har: 
| world,that can afford vs nothing but vanity and vexation- 


{ aſſurance, which long tryall had giuen her of the good gouernmet,and firme chaſt; 
of her daughter in law, together with her perſwafion of the religious gravity of pg 


(ontemplations. 

{ andpart of ir, fromhis owne hand ; laſtly, hiswork-men muſt let tall ſheaves for her 
| eathcring. A Small thing helpesthe needy : an handfull of gleanings alap-tull of par- 
ched cotne, a draught of the ſeruants bortles,a looſe ſheafe was ſuch a tauour to x, th, 
as ſhe thought was aboucall recompence : This was not feene 1n the cſtate of Boas," 


the very offals of our cſtate, and not hurrour felues, woe be to vsit wedoett not, Our 
barnes {hallbeas full of curſes as ofcornc, if ye grndge the (cartered carcs of our field| 
to the hands of the needy. WR © STII ge, =P 

How thankfully doth Ruth take theſe ſmall fauours from Boaz ? Perhaps fome ich 
icwell in 2ozb would not hauc beene ſo welcome. Eueh this was a prefageot her 
better eſtate. Thoſe which ſhall recexue hog bleſſings,arc cucr thanktull tor lutle, and 


aftefted to our God for whole fields full, for full barnes,fullgarners 5 1 .. 


” 


Doubtleſſe, 3oaz,hauing taken notice of the good nature, dutifull catriage; .andthe 
ncere affinity of Ruth, could not but purpoſe ſome greater benchicence, and higher re- 
 ſpesto her:yet now onwards he firs ks kindnes to her condition, and giues her that, 
| which to her meanneſſc ſcemed much, theugh he rhought it Jietle, . Thus doth the 

bounty of our Goddeale with vs 3 Ttis not tor want of loue, that he giues vs no grea- 
ter meaſure ofgracc, but for want ofour firneſſe and capacity; Hehath rcſcrucd grea- 
tcr preferments for vs, when it ſhall be ſeaſonable for vs to recctuethem. | 

Ruth returns home wealthy with herE phah of barley,and thankfully magnifies the 
liberality of Boazs hcr new benefaQor : (gomi repaycs his beneficence with herblel: 
ſing; Bleſſed be he of the Lord. If therich can exchange theiralmes with the poore tor 
bleſſings, they haucno cauſe co complame of anill bargaine, Our gifts caunor be 
worth their fathfull prayers; thereforcit is better to giue then to receive; becauſe hee 
char receiues,hath but a worthles almes;he chat giues, recciues an vaualuabkblefing. 

| Icannotbut admire rhe modeRy and ſilence of theſe rwo women : Noami. bad net| 
ſo much as talked of her kindred in Bethleem,nor till now, had ſhetold Rurh that ſhee| 
had a wealthy kinſman;neither had Ruth inquired ofher husbands great alliance; bur 
both fate down mcekly with their own wants, and cared not to know any thing cl{c,| 
faue that themſclucs were poore. Humility is eucrthe way to honour. T6560 


trade rakeitill, if cuſtomers which are intheirbookes, oc for their wares to anot bes! 


ueſt laſted, The very taking of their fauours is a contentment to thoſe that huue alteg- 
dy well deſerued; anditis quarrellcnough that theix courtclic isnot receiued. How 
ſhall the God of heauen takett,that whiles he giues and proffers large, wee runne to the 


» 


home,& by her counſel! payes Ruth all the loue ſhe owes her. The face ofthataction 
to which ſhedircs her, is the wort picccofit; ,che heart was ſound. Perhaps, the 


made her thinke that deſigne ſafe, which to others had been perilous, if not deſpctatc. 
But beſides that, holding Boaz next of blood to Elimelech, ſhe made account of him, as 
the lawfull husband of Ruth; ſo as there wantcd nothing but a challenge, and eonſum- 
mation. Nothing was abatcdbut ſome outward ſolemnitics, which (though expedi- 


warrantable,becauſe Naomies. Vhy ſhould her cxample bee more fafen this,then in 
matching her ſonnes with infidels; then in ſending backe 0ypabto her tathers gods * | 


ation tharis reported, 1s nor ſtraight-wates allowed... Qur gourſes. were very. vncet- 
| tune 1t God hadnot giuen. vs rules, whereby wee may examine the exampics of 


Itis a difcourtefie where weare beholqen, to alter our dependancy. Like as ad 


Thoſe that can leaſt ac, areoft-times the beſt to aduile.. Good old Naomi Ge Gill _ | 


ent for the ſatisfaQion of others; yer were not efſentiall to mariage : Ardiif there were | 
not theſe colours for a proicct ſo:luſpitjous, it would not follow, that the acion were 


Ifcuerya& ofa holy perſon ſhould be our rulc,we ſhould þaue crooked lives: Euery | 


— 


= the 


af 


© Ot As "I We Tr 6 
L1B.X1. Boaz and Ry rt H, 
the beſt Saints,and as wellcenſurc,as follow them.Let them that tumble at the bolg..| 
neſſe of Ryth,imitate the cotinence of Beaz» 

Theſe times were notdclicate. This man ( thoughgreatin Bethlecm ) laies him 
down to-reſt vpon a pallat,in the floore of his barne;when he awakesat midnight; no 
| maruellif he were amazed to finde himſelfeaccompanied, yet, though his heart rwere| 

cheared with wine;theplace ſolitary, thenight lilent, the perſon comely, the innitaxi- 
on plauſible, could heenot be drawn to a rath a&t of.luſt; His appetite could not get 
the victory of reaſon, . though it had wine and oppottunity to helpe jt. Herein Boaz, 
ſhewed himſclfe a great maſter of his affetions, that he was ableto reſiſt a fit tentati- 
on. Itis no thanke to many, that they arcfree of ſome cuils;perhaps they wantednot 
will, but conuenience, Burt ifa man, when heis fitted with all helps to his fin,can re. } 
pell the plaſure of ſin,our of .conſcicnce;this is true fortitude. | 
In ſtead of touching her'as a wanton, hebleſſcs her as a father, inconrageth her as a 
friend, promiſeth her as a kinkman, rewards her as a patrone, and ſends her away laden 
with hopes,and gifts;nolefſe chaſte,more happy then ſhe came. Oh admirable tempe- 
rance worthy the progenitor ofhimgin whole lips and heart was noguile: 

If Boaz had bcen the next kinſman, the marriage had needed no protraction, bnt 
now that his conſcience told him, that Ruth was the riphrof another, it had nor been 
more ſcnfuality then iniuftice,tochauc touched his kinſwoman. Jt was not any bodil 
impotency,but honeſty 8 conſcience that reſtrained Boaz,for the very next nighr ſhe 
conexiucd by him that good man:wiſhed his marriage bed holy , and durſt not lic 
downe in the doubt of a finne, Many amanis honeſt out of neceflity, andafteas the 
praife of that, which he could not auoyde;: but that mans mindeis tillan adulterer 
in the forced continence ofhis body. No action can giue vs true comfort, but thar 
which wedoc out ofthegrounds of obedience. FI 
Thoſe whichare fearefull of {inning,are carefull not tobe thought to nne; Boa? 
though he knew himſelfeto be cleare, would not haue occafion of ſuſpition giucn => 


others; (Let ns man know that awoman camt into the floore +) A good heartisno leſle a- 
fraid of a ſceandall,then of a ſinne; whereasthoſe that arc reſotucd nor tomake any 
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| {cruple of finne,defpiſe others conftrudtions,not caring whom they offend, ſorhar ek 
ay pn themfelues. That om might ſee, her daughter in law was not ſent back 
in dil! 


in di{like,ſhe comes whom laden with cone; Rxzh hath gleaned more this night, then 
in halfe the harueſt. The care of Boaz was, that {he ſhould nor returne to her mother | 
empty : Loue whercſoeuer it js,cannot be njiggardly. Wee meature the love of God } 
by ws gifts; How ſhall he abide toſcnd vs away cmpty from thoſe treaſures of good- | 
nelte! PN YE 

Boa7 isreſtleſſein the proſecution of this ſuit; and hies him from his threQing. | 
floore, tothegate, and there conuents the ncerer kinſman before the Elders of the 
City: what was1t that made Boaz fo redy to entertaine,ſo forward to vrege this match- 
wealth ſhee had none, not ſo much as bread, but what ſhe gleancd out of the field : 
{ Friends ſhe had none, and thoſe ſhe had cllewhere,, Moabites # Beauty ſhee could nog 
haue much after thar ſcorching in her truall, in herglcanings; Himſelte tells her what 
drew his hartto her,( 41/the City of wwy people doth know that thow art awvertuous woman) 
Vertuein whomſoeueT it is found, is a great dowry, and whereit meets with an heart 
that knowes how to value it, is accounted greater riches then all that is hidin the 
howe ofthe carth . The corne hcape of Boa was but chaffe to this,and his money, 

rofle. 

Asa man that had learned to ſquare his ations tothe law of God, Boa? procecds 
legally with hisriuall; and tels him ofa parcell of Elimelecs land (which,itis like, vp- [ 
on his remouall tg Meh, he had alienated;) which he(as the next kinſman)might haue 
power toredeeme; yet ſo,as he muſt purchaſe the wife of the deceaſed with the land. 
| Euery kinſman is not a Boaz,the man could liften to the land, if it had been free from | 

theclog of pw? marriage; but noxy hee will rather leauetheland, then take the. 
wite,leſt whiles hee ſhould preſerue El;melers inheritance, hee ſhould deſtroy his 
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owne:for thenext ſed, which he ſhould hauc by Rath, ſhould not 
 geceaſed kinſmans; How knew he whether God 
| cnow for both their cates 7rather had he therefore incurre a'mani 
hazard the danger af his inheritance- The Layy of God bound hi 
| thenextin blood;the care of his Inheritance draws him toa negle 
withinfamy and reproch,and now he had rather his face ſhould 
narae ſhould be called, T he houſe of him whoſe ſhoo was pulled off, then 


that doc ſo oucrloue ther iſſue,as that they regard neither finne 
ngit 2 and that will rather indanger their ſoule, then leeſe thei 
inheritance that makes men heires of the vengeance of God. 


JBo4F is glad to take the aduantageot his refuſall; and holdsth 0':{whi 
the Ggne of his tenure ) more worth then all the land of Oat Taoo! (which " 


|} bl Wiues purchaſe their husbands,with alargedowry,this m OY 
W-: q | | dearc a thinkes his bargaine happy. AN x8 ror wer ver do ay 
\| {FOR a vertuous and prudent wife; which Zoaz doth now ſo reioyce in,asif hethis q 0 | 
| [LRIOUD began to be wealthy. . Fer : &Y Olly 
ROY Now is &#th taken into the houſe of Boa7:, ſhe thatb: TE Ot | 
[ L-8 | f oneof tus maidens, is now becothe their mn Nor ae —rige , rhe is 1 y _ 
'\ WANT l * hclds and barnes ofa rich husband;and(thatthere might be - ini ANTI all the 
| FAIR | | x dhe cope: husband (ke harh gaincd an happy ſeed; ang hath the honon appnes) 
 "INTHRR the damegof racl;robethegreatgrand-morherof a King, of Dawid. of the Me 1 
3 i Lh . YO | p) . 
{|| "FOLLY Now is CHarab turned becke againe to Naomi; and 07 ah, if ſhe heare of wh 
(0 | FREY Moab, cannot but enuy ar her ſiſters happineſſe.Oh the re and bountiful 154i $1 
M FUR 4 rhe ares — wy came Yer wingin vaine 2 Who cuer loſt yt ig 
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ged; Polypamy, beſid 
iN amplc : ſoas cucn Z/kanah 
' of Lawmech; Like as faſhions 


.. cl 
of the graueſt, Yet this "AR 
The Houſe of 


'l Fay page me for him that tcaches Gods peo vie that th 
(| appcare before the Lord empt ; 7 Ed 5 pag 
'8 4 =: be protage who {hould be religious? todring no lacrificefor himielfe, 1FLe- 
108 BUS t was the faſhion when they ſacrificed, to feaſt. fo C1 | 
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"Hf | | rare is the day of his triumph, hee makes great Checte for anche Sys b by 
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| " i of aan TT BS Fs 0. bad rh lat n all the world, wherewith the heart 
Gl Nt | P2 © WIEN ENE Con{cience of his dutie done tO his Maker # 


be hish 
mightnotby that wife, 


BY: 
elre, bit his 
"UF lend h 
m to raiſe'y {ee 
& ofhis dury oþ Fe 
be ſpit vpon; ang is 

tO referue the ho. 

How many are theje 
nor ſhame in advan. 
rname 2 Itisa wotull 


brother right, to his owne prejudice. 
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gbt, might now plead age and ex- 
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' Loue will be ſeencby entertaywument, . Peuznpg and her.children ſhall notcompJaine 
of wap, but Azz {ha nd her husbangs afteftion in; her.portion; as his lout ro her 
was double,lg was her part; She fared nor the worſe,becaule ſhe was childles,nogood 
hysband will diffike his wife for a fault nor of the power of her rednefle : yea, rather, | 
that whichmight ſeeme tg loſe the lone of her husband,.. winnes ir, her batrenneſle. 


LU 


Thegood narure of E/kazahlabourcd by his deare reſpects, to recompence this affli- 
Hog tha: ſhe might finge nolefſ;conteirmentin the fruit ofhis-hearty loue, then| 
ſhe had griefc Rom her owne fruitl-ineſſe.1t is the property of true mercy,to be moſt 
fauourable.to the weakeIt; Thus dothtkegracious fpoule ofthe Chriftian ſoule pitty| 
che barrenneſſe of his eruants. . O S:utqur, wee ſhould finde thee {o.indulgenc to vs, 
if we did natcomplaine of our own vnworthineſſe: Pexinna may have the more chil- 
dren, butbarrch Azz harh the moſt loue, How much rather could Elkazah haye 
withed Penizns barren.and Anya truntu)l 2 bur it ſhe ſhould have had borh iſſue, and 
ſoue, ſhe had bin proud, and herriuall deſpifed. God knowes how to ditperſe his fa- 
nours [o,thatcucry one may hauccauſc both of thanktulneſſe,and humilation; whales 
| there is no one that hathall, noone but harh fome. If enuy and contempt were .not 
thus equally tcmperec,ſome would be ouer-hauty,and other too miſcrablez Butnow, 
euery man ſees that in himſel which js worthy.of coptemprzS marter of emulation in 


applaud in himlelte, and out of this contrariety ariſes a {weermeane of contenration. 


others; and contrarily,ſees what to pity,and diſlikein the moſt emainenr, and what to} 


" The louc of Elkazah is [o'vnable to free Anna fromthe wrongs of her rival, thar it 


beene laid in het Giſh;if herhusbands heart had becne as barren of love ro-her. Enuy, 
| though it take aduantage of our weakneſles, yet 1scucr railed vpon {ome grounds. of 
hap pineſſe,m them whom ir cmnulares,1it ls cucr an I! Left of a good cauſe I It Abels 
Acrifice had nor becne accepted, andittheacceptation of his ſacrifice hadnot beepe 
a blefſiogaig ebuy had foflowed vponit., EE 
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ty of our joy and thankflneſle, becauſe it ſhewes vs the.price of that 200d, whic we 
had.and vaſtied not. The malignity of ctuy1s thus well anſwcred,when it is madethe 


t doc notfinde that 4414 inſulted vponi Peninna, for the greater mcaſure of her huſ: 


; 
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Fous know how v6 receive'the bleſſings of God,withgur contempt of them that want; 
and hive irhedto be thpktull 
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procures them racher. The vnfrbirfulneſſe of 4954 had neucr with ſo much deſpight} 


euill cauſe ofa ggod effet to vs, when God and our ſoules may gaine by anothers, fin, | 


bands loue,a$ Peninnad'd ypon hcr,for her fruirleſneſſe.. Thoſe thatare truely graci- ! 


"Env y,whep itis oriceconceined in a malicious heart, is like fireinbjUlets of Juniper, 


'which( they (ay continues more yecres then one., Every yeere was Anpa thus vexed 
TaJS 15% \  SCIODTES GITLL ey 


net and troublcd,both in her prayers and meales : Amidit all 
the ted on nothing but her reares. Some diſpolitionsare lefle fenſihle, | 
ne ofthe defpight andinjuries oforhers, and can turac.oucr vnkinde. 
contempt. By how mich more tender the heartis,lo much moredeeply | 
Fec _ As axe recciuesand retaines that impreſhop, 
ehiigd day cahnot be ſeene;or.as the eyc feelesthatmore, whichthe 5kin, 
f : Yetthe husband of Apna..(.25 one that knew | 

his duty)lgbours by. his Jouc, to comfort her againſt theſe diſcoritentizents, 77/by wee 
PO ot bortr io thee then ten ? Iris the weakeneſſe of good natures,to 

1? e477 Lot better te thee then ten ſens? LF1SThe wWeAKkenene orgod Sk 

tc fo muc ad rantage toan eniemy;)hat would malicerather haue,then the VC xally, 
| perle '& cannot bctter.pleafc an aduerlary,then by hur- 
: This1sno qther,..rhcn.to, humaur epuy, toſcrue the turne of thoſe| 
thatmalipneys; and to'draw on that. malice, whereof we are weary; whereas carele(- 


Heſſe pursilivillout of countenance; and makes ir with-drav 1t ſclfe1n a rage, as thap | 
which dogh buthame rhe aurhorwichout che hurrof che paticut, In caullefle wrongs, | 
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| (ontemplations. L1s.XI,| 
| " She that could nor fivde comfortin the louing perſwaſions of her husband ſeeks i t 
in her p1 aycrs,ſhe riſes vp hungry from the fcaſt,and hics herto the Temple; there ſhe 

powres our hit teares, and fupplications: Whatſoever the complaintbe, here 1s the re- 

mcedy : There 15 one vmuerſall receit for all cuils,praycr : when all helpes faile vs,this 

rectiaines and wivles we haue an heart,comforts1t. | 

Here was not more bitrerneſſein the ſoule of 4»»4, then feruency; hee did not 

onely weepe and pray, but vow vnto God, If God will give hera ſonne, ſhe w.1l give 
lier ſonne ro God backe apaine : Eucn nature it ſclfc ad conſecrated her ſonne to 

God; for hecould not but be borne a Lewte : Burif mis birth make him a Leuitc, her 

| vow ſhallmake him a Nazarite, and dedicarc his minoriry to the Taberncale, The 
wy 10 obtaine any benefit, is todeuoteir in our hextts, tothe glory of that God, of 
whom we askeit: By this meanes ſhajl God both pleaſure bis teruant,znd honor him. 
ſelfe; whereas, if the ſcope of our defires be cienall,we may be {urecither to faile ofour 
ſut,or of a bleſfing. | 
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ELyand ANNa; 


b Sq Ld El ſits on a ſtoole,by one of the poſts of the Tabernacle * Where 
[SSR ſhould theP.eſts of God be but in the Temple ? whether for aQion or 
| © WF forouer-fight. Their very preſence keeps Gods Houlcin order, and the 
preſence of God keepes their hearts in order. 

| ” Itisoft found,thar thoſe which a: c them{clues conſcionable, are too 
forward to the cenſuring ot others: Good Bly,becauſe he markes the li p3of 4224 to 

| mouc without note, chides her as drunken, and vnchatit,bly miſconſirucs her deuo- 
tion : It was « weake ground whereon to build ſo heauy a ſenitence. Tf ſhe had poken 
roo loud andimcom; oledly hemight hauc had ſore iuſt colour for this conceit ; but 
now to accuſe her {ilence (not withiltahding all the tcarcs which hee ſaw)of drunken- 


T1 > a 


—_— 


{ nefſc,1t was 4 zealous breath of charity, | | 
 -'- Some {pirit would haue been enraged with fo raſh a'cenfure ; When anger meets 
with gricte,both turne into fury: But this good woman had been inured to reproches, 
and beſides, did well ſee the reproofe aroſe from miſpriſion, and the miſoriſion from 
zcale; and therefore anſwers meekely, as onethat bad] rather ſariſfie, then expoſtulatc;' 
Nay,my Lord but I am @ woman troubled in irit.Ely may now learne charitic of Anna: 
If the had bin in that diftemper, whereot he accuſed her, his iuſt repooſe had not bin: 
'ocafily digeſted - Guiltines iscommonlic clamorous,& impatient, whereas innocence 
is filenr, aud carelcfle of miſ-reports. It isnaturall vntoall men to wipe off fromthelr | 
name all aſpcrſions of cuill, but none docit with ſuch violence, as they which arc faul- 
| tie-Itis a figne the horſe is galled, that ſtirs roo much when heis touched. © © a 
. She that was cenſured for drunken,cenſures drunkenneſſe mote deeplic then her re- 
prouer; Count 70t thine hawdmaid for a das ghrer of B lial.' The Fwy aa? ſtile begins | 
[1n lawleſhes, proceedsin vnprofitablenes, ends 1n miſery; and all ſlut vp in the deno-: 
mination of this pedegrce, A ſonne of Belial. 67 0h lg Sen pre 
If 1»»z had bin tainted with this ſin, ſhe woold haue denied it with more fauouir,and 
have diſclaimed ir with an extenuation; What if I ſhould hauebin merry with wine? 
yer I mightbe devour : If I ſhould hauc ouer-joyed in my ſacrifice to God;one cup of | 
cxeeſſe had nor beene ſo hainous : now her freedomieis ſeeri in her ſeucritie; Thoſe | 
which have cleare hearts trom any finne, proſecute it with rigour; whereas the guilty | 
jare euerpartiall:their conf. tence holds their hands,and els them thatthey bear them- 
kues,whilesrhey puniſho; hers. 2 fo RR + 
; Now Ef feeshiserrour, and recants it; and to make amends for kis raſh cetiſte, 
| prayes tor her- Een the beſt may crre, butnot perliſtinie ; Whenigood natures | 
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4:12 EtyandAnna, 


hauc oZcnded,they are vnquiet, till they hauc haſtned ſarisfation; This was within his! 
office,to pray for the diſtreſſed : Wherefore ſerues the Prieſt, butts ſacrifice for the! 
| pcoplezand thebeſt ſacrifices are thepraiers of faith. © | | 
| She that beganne her prayers with faſting,and heauineſſe,riſes v p from them with 
 cheercfulncile and repaſt. It cannotbec ſpoken, how much caſe and ivy; the heart ot 
man fihdes in having vnloaded hiscares, and powred out his ſupplications into the 
cares of God ; ſinccit is well aſſured, thatthe ſuitwhichis faithtully asked, is alrcady 
granted in heauen. The conſcience may wellreſt, when irtels vs;that we have neglect- 
cd no meanes of redrefſing our affliion; for then it may re{olue to looke ther for a- 
mendment,or paticnce. OAT ILTIOD 


The farifice is ended, and now Elkanah and his family riſe vþ early to retuthe vnto 
Ramah:but they darenot ſetforward,tillthey hauc woriſhi pped beforethe Lord, That 
journey cannot hope to proſper, that takes not God with it. The way to recciue bleſ. 
ſings at home,ts to be deuour at rhe Joo 49 Es PR 
She that before cenceiucd faith in her heart, now conceiues a fonne in her worabe + 
God will rather worke miracles,then faithfull prayers ſhall returne ciypty : I do not 
finde that Pengnna asked any lonne of God, yet the had ſtore; Anna beepcd irard for 
this one,and could not till now .obtaine him. T hey which aredeareſt to God,doc oft- 
times with great difficulty worke our thoſe bleſſings, which fallinto the mouthes of } 
the carclefſe. That wile Diſpoſer of all things knowes it fit:o hold vs ſhort of thoſe | 
fauours which we ſue for ; 24 IO for the triall ofout patience, or the exerciſe of our 
faith,or the increaſe of our importunity,or the doubling ofour obligation. | 
Thoſe childr;n are moſt like to prove bleflings, which the parents have begged of 
God; and which arc no lefſethe fruit of our ſupplicarions, then ofour body. As this 
childe was the ſonne of his mothers praier; and was conſecfated to Godere his poffi- 
biliry of being; ſo now himfelfe ſhall know, both how he came, and whereto he was 
ordained; and leſt he ſhould forget ir, his very name ſhall ceach him both; t She called 
his name $amuel. He cannot ſomuch as heaic hirniclte named, but he muſt needs re- 
| memberbork the extraordinary mercy of God,in giuing hin to a barren mother; and 
the vow of his mother,in reſtoring him backe to God by her zealous dedica:ion; and 
by both of them karne holincilc and obediepce.. There is no neceſſity of lignificane 
.names:but we cannot haue too many monitors ro put vs in mind of our duty. | | 
It is wont to be the fathers priuiledge to name his childe; but becar.fe this was his 
mothers ſon: begotren more by her praicrs,thenthe ſeed of Elkena, it was burreaſon, 
the ſhould yatie the chicke hand botti in-hisname, and diſpoſing. Ithad beene indeed 
the powet of E/kan4h,:o hzne changed both his name, and profeſſion,and ro abrogate | 
the vow ofhis wife:that wiues might know,they were nottheir ownegand that the rib | 
might lcarneto know the head: But husbands fhall abuſe their authority if they ſhall | 
wilfully croſſe the holy purpoſes and religious cndeuors of their yoke-fellowes. How| 
much more firis it for them ro cheriſh all good delires in the weaker veſſels2and as we 
vſe, wheti we catry a ſmill lightin awinde,to hideit with our hap, ot hand, thatit ma 
not goc out, Tf the wife be a Vine;the husband ſhould beanElmc to vphold herin all]: 
worthy entcrpriſes; elſe the fals10 the ground, and proves fruitleſſe. | 
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"The yeercisnow come about;and Etkeanah cals his family totheirholy tourney, to 
poc vp toTeruſalerri, for the anniwerſary folemnity of their facrifice : 4nnaes heartis| 
with them;but ſhe hath a p6od excuſe to ſtay at home, the charge of her Samuel : her. 
ſacceſſe in the'Temple,xeepes her haply from the Temple; thar her deuotion may. be{| 
doubled, becauſc it was reſpited, God knowes hovy todiſpence with neceſſities; bur:if]- 
we ſuffet idleand needleſſevecaſions to-hold vs from the Tabernacle of God, qur 
hearts are bit hollow ro Religion. - : - 1 FBS FT 2%... } ocorll 
Now'ar tft; when the child was weaned from her hand, ſhee goes vp, and payes 
her vow.and withit,payc the'intereſt of her intermifſion, Neuer did: Ana goe vp |, 
with fo g}4d i nheart to Shilo; asnow chav thee carries: God this reaſopable -Preſear, | 
| which Higfelfe gate ro her;' and ſhevowed wo-him; accompanied with the bounty off 
Fc. Vuuns -- -  Other\ 
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kept her Samuel at home, whether cuer ſhee had concciued againe; now that plety 


[orher facrifies;m Fre rumber and meaſure,then the law.of God required of her; and 
all thisis roo itt efgr her Godthat ſo mereifully remembred her affligion,and mirg- 
2lloulty remeffedit. Thoſt hearts whichare trucly thankful, dono leffe reioyce in! 
itheirre Ly MENT thenip their receit;and doc as'muct ſtudy, how to fhew their hum- 
1X40 rycne afe&ons,for what they hauc, as how to compaſſc fauolits when they, 
! Rant then; Their debt is their burden, which when they haue diſcharged,they-arcat 
j- oppor 4% Se $6 / _ he, | eva hbad Ne 
* If *4»natiad repented of her vow, andnot prefented her fonneto the Tabernacle, f 
Ely could ge have hallenged him; He had only ſecne her lips ſtirre,not hearing the 
"rb of he hExre. Jt was enough, thar her owne ſoule knew her vow, and God 
which wasgicaicr then it. The obligation of a ſecret voy is no lefle, thenifit had ten 


4 
——— 


thoufard witteſkes,” 


Y ” x + 7 * 


© Ol Ely could notcl coſe but much reioyce to ſee this fruit of thoſe lips, which he! 
thobght niouedwith winez& this good proofe, both of the mercifull audience of God, 
and the thanktull fideliry of his Handinaide; ' this ſight calls him downe to his knees 
(He worſhipped the Lord, ) Wee arc vnprofitable witneRsof the merctes of God and 


the graces of men, if wee doe not glorific him for others fakes, no lefſerhen for our 


Ely and Anna grew no better acquainted; neither had he ſomuch cauſe to praifc 
God for her,., as the afterwards fot him.” For if her owne prayers obtained her firſt 
child; hisbleſfin inriched her with fue more. | If ſhe had not giuen her firſt ſonne to: 
God,tre he tag hin; I doubt whether ſhee had not beene cuer barren, or ifſhee had 
which ſtripes her of heronely childefor the ſeruiceof het God, hath muiltiplyed the 
 fruinrof her wombe,andgaue her five tor that one,which was ſtill no leſſe ich 
tie was Gods.. There is noo cettaine way of increaſe,asto lend,or giue vato'the Ow- 
befof alf things. Tru at we wg: 7 Eh. 
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& netic; por chooſe but traduce Gnne. -Itvcrryc wasas well entailed vp 
ket vs;as {inn&onemight ferue-tachecke:the-pther inour children; ' by 


, { Lad 
jo? $:7 i18s 


wickedPrickis the worſt cfeature vpontanths VV hoa:cDiuelsburthey which were 


5. Ory.then frutiull of wickednelſe 2, Now, wecan neither traduce goods } 


rhim;ifcuill;chey may thapke vs,and chenafthues3 vs,tor their birth-ſmne;themfeJucs; 
, G19 11,17 419109 7F.- ', | 
Ely, yet biting Prieſts of: God;: who. world pot have 
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| nce'Angelsof lights Whocap ſtumble be the.lins atehe FaangelicallLewiters.that | 
WEE KANG > its ID | | on | 
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| fees ſuch impurity euen before the Arke of God *Y : That God which promiſed to bee 
| the Levites portion,. had ſer forththe portion of his Miniſters; hee willfeaſt rhem at 
| his own Altar; The breſt andthe right ſhoulder of the peace-oftring was their mor{el : 


—_—_— 


{ mentis from God; Our Clergyis n6 charter for heauen, Euen thoſe, whoſe trade is 


| 


_ — —— —— 
PEI _—_— _— aw . ———_. ——_—_ en. 


[PTY {0 E \ y and his Fonnes.. eo 


—_ 


theſe bold and couctous Prieſts vvillrarherhaue the fleth-hooke their arbiter, then 
God; vvhatſocuer thoſe three teeth faſten'vpon, ſhall be for their tooth; they vvere. 
weary of ane idynt,and now theirdelicacy aftefts variety; God is not worthy to ctaue 
for theſe men, but their owne hands; And this they doc hot receiue; but take; and take 
violently, vnſcaſonably; Tt had becne tit God thould be firſt ſerued, their preſumption 
will not tay his leiſtre, ere thefat bec burned, erc the fleſh bee boyled, they ſnatch 
morethen thcir ſharc fiom the Altar, as if the God of heauen ſhould wait on their pa- 
late; as if the Iſraelites had comethither to ſacrifice to their bellies; and(as commonly 
a wanton tooth is the harbinger to luxurious wantonnes)they ate no [ooner fed, then 
they neigh aftcr the Dames otTfrael;holy women aſſemble to rhe doore of the Tabet- 
nacle; the(c yarlets temptthem to luſt,that came thicher for deuotion; they had wiues 
ot tzetr owne, yet their vnbrielcddefires roue after ſtrangers, and tare nor to pollute 
even that holy place with abomiriable filtyineſſe. O ſinhes, too ſhamefull for men; 
much more for the ſpirituall guides of Iſrac!! Hee that makes himſclte a'ſeruant ro his 


ated other mens ſinnes, added to the ſinnes of the facriticers; Doubtleſſe many a ſoule 
was the clener for the bloud of the ſacrifices, which they ſhed; whiles their own were 
more impure; And as the Altar cannot ſanCtific the Prieſt, ſo the vncleanneſſe of the 
Miniſter cannot pollute the offring; becauſe the vertue thereofis not in the agent, but 
in che inſtitution;in the repreſentation his ſinne is his owne, the com fott of the Sucra- 


deuotion, may ar once ſhew the way to heauen by their tongue, and by rheit foot lead 
the way to hell. Itis neither a coule,nor an Ephod that can ptiuiledge the ſoule., 

The ſinne of theſe men was worthy of contempt, yea perhaps their per/ons;bur for 
the people theretore,to abhorrethe offcririgs of -he Lord, was to adde their euill vnto 
the Pricſts;and to offend God, becauſc he was offended, There can no dfRnce be juſtly 


bring the ſetuice of God into &iſlike, this is to make holy things guilty of our profane- 
nes. It is adangerous ignorance, notto diſtinguiſh bew1 -tthe worke, . andthe inflru- 
ment; whereupon ir oft'comes to paſſe, thar we fall out wich God, becau'e we finde 


that know theeuils of rhcir own houſe, ye cither itcould not be, when all Iſrael rung 
ofthe lewdneſſe of Elies ſonnes,that he only ſhould not know it, or if he knew it nor, 
hisignorancecannot be excuſed; fora ſcafonable reſtraint might hane preuented this 
extremity of debauchednefſe. Complaints are long murtcred of the great, erc they 
darc breake forth to open conteſta tion:publike accuſations of authority argues intol- 
lerable cx:remitics ofcuill;nothing but age can plead for Ely, that he was nor the firſt 


he muſt heare it petforcezand do: btleſſe he heard it with griefe enough, but not with 


owne fleſhand bloud; neuer could he haue offered amore pleaſing ſacrifice, then the 
depraued bloud of ſo wicked ſonnes. In vaine doe we rebuke thole fins abroad, which 
wetolerate at home. That man makes himſclfe but ridiculous, that leauing his owne 
| houſc on fire, tuns to quench his neighbours. I - 

I heard Ely ſharpe enough to 4a, vponbuta ſuſpicion of finne; and now, how 


rooth,ſhall eaſily become a (lauc to all inordinate actions. Thar Altar which expi- | 


taken, cucn atmen; much leſſe at God for the ſake of meh ; No mans finnes ſhonld | 
cauſe of offence from men;andgiue God iuſt cauſe to abhotre vs, becaufe we abhorre j 


his ſeruice vniuſtly. Althonghit be rrue(of great men eſpecially) that they are the laſt | 


| accuſer of his ſons : no when their cnormitics came to he the voice of the mulcitude, 


anger enough : heethat was the Iudge of Iſrael, ſhould haue vnpartially indged his} 


} 


| 


| 


milde 1 finde him to the notorious crimes of his owne 2 Why ave you ſo,7:y ſores? It is 


may beallowcd to ſpeakein iudgement, and to make difference, not of linnes, bur of- 
fenders, the fentence muſt needs ſauour of partialiry. Had theſe men butfome h-tle 


no good report; my ſonnes,dee no more ſo : Thecaſcis altered with the perſons. It nature 


flackened their duty, or heedleſly omitred fome rite of the facrifice, this ceniure had. 
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notbcene voſit; butts puniſh the thefts, rapines, ſacriledges, adulteries, inceſts ofhis 
| rages th by doe A. ſo, was no other then to ſhaue thar head, which had deferued 
cutting off. ASit1s withill humours,that aweake doſe doth but ſtirre,and anger them, 
not purge chem out; ſoit farcth with finnes : An calic reproofe doth but iNcourage 
| wickedneſſe,and makes it thinkeit ſelfe ſo ſlight,as that cenſure1mporterth : A yehe. 
[ ment rebuke to a capitall cuill, is but likea ſtrong ſhowre toaripe field, which layes 
that corne which were worthy ofa ſickle. It is4 breach of iuſtice,notto proportionate 
che puniſhment to theoftence : To whipa man fora murder,or to puniſh the purſe for 
inceſt, or to burne treaſon in the hand,or to award the ſtockes to burglary, is to par;o- 
nizecuillin ſtcadofauengingirt : Ofthe two extremes, rigouris moreſate for the pyb-| 
like weale, becauſe the ouer-puniſhing of one offender trights many from inning. tis 
better ro live in a common wealth where nothing is lawtull, then where cuery thing, 
[udulgent parents are cruellto themſclues, and their poſterity. Ely could not hane 
deniſed which way to haue plagued himfelte,and his houſeſo muchas by his kindnes 
to his childrens ſinnes : VV hat varicty of iudgements doth he now heareof fromthe 
meſſenger of God? Firſt,becauſe his old age(which vſcs to be ſubic to challer)incli- 
ned now to miſ-fauour his ſonnes; therefore there ſhall not beean old man feftof his 
houſe for cucr : angbecaufe it vexed him not enough to ſee his ſonnes enemies to God 
in their profeſſion, therefore he ſhall ſee his enemy in the habitation of the Lord, ang} 
becauſe himſelfe forboreto take, vengeance of his ſons, and eſteemed their life abeue | 
the glory ofhis Maſter, therefore God will revenge htmfelfe, by killing them both in| 
one day; and becauſc he abuſed his ſoueraignty by conniuence at ſinne, therefore ſal] 
his houſe be ſtrippedofthis honour,and fee it tranſlated to another;and laRly,becauſe 
he ſuffered his ſonnes to pleaſe their owne wanton appetite, in taking meat off from 
Gods trencher,therefore,thoſc which remaine of his houle,ſhall come to his ſucceſ- 
fors,to bega piece of filuer,and a morſeſ! of bread : ina word, becauſe he was partiall 
to his fonnes, Godſhallexecure allthis ſeuerely vpon him and them. 1 doenotread| 
of any fault Ely had. but indulgence; and which of the notorious offenders were pla- 
Bued more. Paicnts need no other meanes to make them miſcrable, then ſpating the: 
Who ſhould be the bearer of theſe fearcfull tidings to, Zly,but young Samuel; whom 
himſclfhad trained vp? He was now grown paſt his mothers coats,fit for the Mclſlage 
of God.Old Ely rebukednot his young ſons,thereforc young Samwel is ſent to rebuke 
him. I maruel not whiles the Prieſthood was {0 cotrupted,ifthe Word of God were 
precious, ifthere were /publike viſion; Itis northemanner of God to grace the vn- 
worthy; The ordinary miniſtration in the Temple was too much honor for thoſe thar 
robbed the Altar,thogh they hadno extraordinary reuelations. Hereupon it was,that 
God lets old Ely {leepe(who (leptin his finne)andawakes $amyel, to tell him what he 
would do with his maſter. He which was wont to bethemonth of God to the people 
muſt now receiue the Meſſage of God, from the mouth ofanother, Ag great perions 
willnot ſpeake tothoſe, with whom they are highly offended, bur.ſcndthem their 
checks Eagrye kl hae: | 
| Thelights ofthe Icmplic were nozy dimyand almoſt ready to giue place to the mor- 
ning,when God called Sawvel;to {ignific perhaps,that thoſe which ſhould hauc beene | 
the lights of Iſrael, burned no lefſe dimly, and were neerethcir going out,and ſhould 
be ſacceeded withone, ſo much morcelightſome then they, as the Sunne was more 
bright then the Lampes:God had good leaſure to haue delivered this meſſage by day, 
but he meant to make vie of Samaels miſtaking; and therefore {© ipeaks,that Ely may | 
be agked for an anſwer,& percciue himfelfeborh omitted,and cenſured. He thatmeant 
to ve Samzels voice to Ely,imitates the voice of Ely to Samuel; Samuel had foaccuſtos 
med himſelfe toobedience,and roanſwer the call of Zly, thar'! ying inthe further ccls 
of the Leuites, hce is cafily raiſed from his {leep; and euen in the night runnes for his 
| mellage tohim, who was rather to recciuc it from him + Thrice is theold man difqui- 
ctcd with tho diligence of his ſcruant; and, though viſions wererarcin his daies,yer is | 
nr RS NG hee 
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 henot ſo vncquainted with God, as not to attribute that voice to him, which him b 
' he ſballanſer, Speake Lord,for thy ſernant heareth: 
| not expecting the wiſmeroafanouice vnikenc in the viſions of a God, yer doth hcera- 


audicnce. God loues euer toprepare his ſeruantsfor '/his imployments, and willnor 


. Elyknewwell the gracious faſhion of God, that len he tended a fauour, proro- 
' gation could be no hinderanee;&'therefore after the call of God thrice anſwered with 
;filence,heinſtructs Saxwwelto be ready forthe fourth + I Sarwucts filencehad been wil- 
full, I doubt whether hee had been againe ſollicited; now God doth both pitty his er- 

ror,and requite his difigence byredoubling his name at thelaſt. | | 


his yoycezandfiow hearcsitwith mnehterror, for rhe firſt word thar hee heares God. 
ſpeake,is threatming, and that of vengeance to his maſter. What were theſe menaces, 


ſeafon their hearts with feare, whom hee meanes to make eminent inſtruments of his | 
glory. Itis his mercy to make vs witneſſesof the iudgements of others; that wemay 
be forewatrnied,erc we hauetheoccaſions of (inning... 4 


made a Prophet, knowes, that thearrands of Godintend norfilence; and that God 
woul3 nothaue ſpoken to him of another; -if he had meant the newes thould be refer- 
ucd to himſelfe : Neither yetdidherun with open mouth vato E/y,jto tell him this 
viſion, vnasked. No wife man willbec haſty to bring ill tidings#9 the great; rather 
{ doth he ſtay till the tmportunity ofhis Maſter ſhould wring it from his vn willngnes; 
| and then as his.concealement ſhewed his loue, ſo his tull relation ſhall approue his 
fidelity. Ifthe heart of Ely had not told him this ncwes, before God rold 1 
{'he had nener been ſoinſtant with Samuel, notto conccale it; His conſcience did well. 
preſage thatitconcerncd himſelte; Guiltities needs no Prophet to afſuerir of puniſh- | 
ment. The mind thatis troubled; proicerh terrible things : and thongh ir cannot 
ſingle out the.tudgement allotted to1t, yet itis in a confuſed cxpeRarion of ſome grie- | 
nous cuill,, Surely, Ely could porthinke it worſe thenit was; The ſentence was fearc- | 
full, and ſuch as I wonder,theneck, orthe heart of old ly could hold our the reporr 


with deſolation,& that the wickednes of his houſe ſhal not be purged with facrifice,or 


 miffion, 1t « the Lord,let hims doe what ſeemeth him good.Oh admirablefuith, and more 
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felte heard hot. Wherefore like a better Tutor then a parent, hee teaches S4mmwel what 
It might haue pleaſed \Gadarthe firſt call to have delivered his maſſage to dit, 
ther deferrext rill the fourth fimmans, and will not.{pcake till Savswe/ confeſled his 


commit his ercands,butto thoſe, whorn nicaddreſſed both by wonder, andattention,' 
and humility: ::-. 35213 03 0 50 Ge 


Samxel had now many yeeres migiftred before rhe Lord, but neuer till now heard 


bur ſo manypremonitionsto himſclfe that ſhould ſucceed Ely « God begins early to 


] doe not heare God bid Sawwe/ deliucerthis meſſage to Ely; Hee that was but now 


it Samucl, 


—.4 


of. That Ged ſweares he will iudge Elies houſe; and that with beggery, with death, 


offiitigs foreuer : And yet this which cucry [Iſraclitcs carc ſhould tingle to heare of, 
when it ſhould be done, old Ely heares wtih an vnmoued patience, and humble ſub. 


then humane conſtancy and reſolution, worthy of che aged preſident of Shiloh, wor-| 
thy ofan heartſacrificed tothat God, whole iuſtice had refuſed toexpiate his ſinne 
by facrifice! If ly haue becn an ill farher to his ſonneg, yet he isa good ſonne to God, 
andis ready to kifſe the very rod he ſhall ſmart withall;Iris the Lord, whom I haue e- 
uer found holy,and iuſt,andgracious,and he cannot butbe himſclfe, Lethim do wharf 
ſeemeth him good; for wharſocucr ſeemeth good to him, cannot;but be good; howſo-[ 
eucT it ſcemes to mee : Eucry man can open his hand to God while hee bleſles; bur to 
expoſeour {clues willingly to the affliing hand of our Maker, and to kneele to him} 
whiles he ſconrges vs,is peculiar onely tothe faithfull = | 

 Ifeucra coo heart could haue freed a man from temporall puniſhments, Ely muſt 
needs hauc eſcaped: Gods anger was appcafed by his humble repentice, but his wſtice} 
muſt be ſatisfied : Elzes fin and his fonnes, was in the eye and mouthofall I{rael; his 
thereforcſhould haue been much wronged by their impunity. Who woutd not liauc} 
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made thelc ſpirituall guides an example of lawleſneſſe and hane ſaid, What care I 
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| how | liue if E/fesforines goc away vnpuniſhed ? As no nn bn = lo _— the 
words of $ 1mwel maz{fall rothepround 7 VVe may not me urethe di py ure of Ga 
by his ſtripes; many times, ater rhe remiſhon.of rhe {m; cows) iprncy = ments of thi 
fe ghry are dea ly; No reþentance canaſlure Vs thatcwchall not at with Gur- 
ward a figions; That 6an preuemn the eternal: cw bony ftillitmay bee 
neceſſarit and good we ſhould becorrected: Qnr care gndifuromuſt be, that the euilk 


ich (trall not be au rted;ma ;befanRtified /:r & Þ 6 FI i ON 10H) :25BO0 £ KL 2-10.40 
| or hr phaaadoh eftheſe cis were fearefull;owhatſhall chie-cxecution bee ? "The. 
preſumption of rheil-raughr Iirachites {hall giue occaſion to this judgement;; for being 
ſmitten before the Philiſhms, they ſend for the Auktimeo the fixid- Wha gane them | 
-uthoritic to comtnind the Ark of God at thettpleaſitregtkerdauas oo cdnſulting with |, 
the Ark,which-they would terch;ao inquiry:of Samnelzcherher they ſhank fetch itz], 
| butan heady reſolution of prefurnptuous Elderseo force. Gbaihto theificldy and tal 
challenge ſucceſſe. If God were wot with the Arke, wipdid they ſend fonit, and re 
| ioyce imthe commungot it? 1 God werdwnhtit, whywagnot S allowance askcd 
| thatir-fhould comes How cantheptople bee good; wherethe Prieſtsare wicked '-| 
When the Arke ofthe Cbucnarit'ot the Lard:othoftsrtmat dwels between; the -Che- 
rubins, was brouphr into the Hoſt (though withymeane and avicked attendance) Iſrael] 
dothas it were) fillthe heauen,and thake'the- earth with ſhouts; as Ifthe' Arkeang 
victory were no lefle vnſeparable then they-had:cheir finries; »KEuen the dewdeſt men | 
willbe looking tor tauour from that God, whamuhey cartdaar to diſplcaſe; contrary | 
to rhe conſcicnch oftherdeſeruings.Prefumpris doiletfariein wicked me,which| 
faith doth'in thehotieſt.. Thoſe thatrepatatanorthe God afther Atke,'thinke theme] 
| ſcluesl.ife and happyin the ArkofGod: Vainemien arewanſported withaconfidence|| 
| in the 0u:-{ides aion;nor regarding theſ;bſtance arid foale of it, whichonly can] 
glue them truepea But rather then-God will humour ſuperſiition in1iraclires, hee! 
wil ſuffer his own Arke to fall mto the harid&of 'Philiſtimms'ORarher will-he ſeeme ts}, 
| ſlacken-his hand ofprotection then he-will bechought 66 hauchis hands bound by a]; 
formall miſconfidence:” The {laughter ofthe Tſigelites wak moighgne to this : It was a|| 
! greater plague ratherto them thar thould ſurvjne, andbehol@it (The two ſonnes of 
| Ely, which had helped to corrupt their brethren, die bythe handsof the vncircumei- 
| {cd;and are now 100 late ſeparareUifromthe Arke of GodbyPhiliſtimsj which ſhouſd4 
| haue been betore ſeparated by their Father :* They had liucd formerly. ro-bring Gods) 
| Altar into contempt, and now4lineito cry his Arkeints capthitty: andiatlaſt,as thoſe 

that had made vp the meaſure 'of their wit kedneſſe;are flame in:their tinne; 

Ill newes doth euer either runne,or flic : The man of Brianin,whithran from the: 
Hoſt, hath ſoone filled the City withoutcries; and Elescures with the cry of the, Ci- 
ty. "The goodold man, after nincty and cjghr yeers,ſitsia the gate, 299rethat ne:;er. 
thought himſelfe too aged to ao God feruice;and heares the newes offtraeldeiicom- | 
 fiture,'and his ſonnes death, though with ſorrow, yetwitk patience;' burwhen the | 
meſſenger tels him of the Arke of Godtaken, he.can line no:langer;chat word ſtrikes 
him down backward from his throne,and kils himinthefall: no ſword ofa Philifir 
could hauc ſlaine him more painefully, neither know Lwhetticr his recktios his heart 
were firſt broken, Oh tearcfulltudgement, that cuerany{fraclites ehre c6uld tingle. 
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withall! The Arkeloſt: what good man would wiſh to livewithout God'c;'Who can 
chuſe but thinke he hath liued too long,that hath ouer-liuedithe Teftimonies'of Gods 
preſence with his Churche Yeathe.very daughterin lawot&,awomnn,the wieof 
a tewd husband; when ſhe was ar once rrauclling(vpon'rhartidings) ind:iv that traucl, 
dying(to make vp the fuli ſum of Gods judgement vponthat wickedhouſe)as one in- 
ſcnfable of the death of her father,of her husband,of her {cif;in co pariſon of this loſle, 
cals her(then vnſcaſonable)ſon 1chabed,& with her laſt breath faies,T he Glory is aepar- 
| ted from Iſracl,the Arke is taken, W har carcs the for a poi: crity,whi. h{tould want the j 
Arkzwhat caresqhe for a fon,come into the world, of [{rae}; when-G6d was gon from 
1t £:and haw willingly doth ſhe depart from them, from whom God was ceparted 2 
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the Lord Hay, Baron of Saley, 
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RicnHT HoNoOuRABLE; 


Pon how juſt reaſon theſe my (ontemplations goe 
forth ſo late after their Fellowes, it were need- 
leſſe to give account to your Lordſhip, in whoſe_ 
traine F had the honour C/mce my laſt) opaſſe- 
both the Sea and the T wede. 4ll my private ſtu- 

dies have gladly vayled to the publike ſervices of my Soveraigne 

| Maſter : No ſooner could I recover the happineſſe of my quiet 
thoughts, then F renued this my divine taske * Wherein 1cannot 

but profeſſe to place ſo much contentment.,as that F wiſh not any 0- 


ther meaſare of my life,then it; What ts this,other then the exal- 


| [what ober then ]a c © s s ſiveet viſion of Angels, climbing #p| 


tationof | s a a c 5 delight,to walk forth into the pleaſant fields 
of the Scriptures,and to meditate of nothing under heaven f Yea; 


| and downe that ſacred Ladder, which God hath ſet between hea-| 
ven and earth?Yea, (to riſe yet higher )what other then an imta- 
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Horeb of both T eftaments * eAnd if [may call your Lo, forth a 
little from your great affaires of (ourt and State , to bleſſe your 
eyes withthis proſe, how happy ſhall you confeſſe this change of 
objefs? and how unwillingly ſhalyou obtaine leave of your thoughts 
to returne untotheſe ſublnnary imployments? Our laſt Diſcourſe 
left Gods Arke among$t the Philiſtims ; now we returne to ſee_ 
what it doth there,and to fetch it thence : Wherein your Lo. ſhall 
finde the revenges of God never ſo deadly, as when hegives moſt 
way untomen ; T he vaine confidence of wickedneſſe ending in a 
late repentance: T he fearefull plagues of a preſumptuous ſawcines 
with God, not prevented with the honefiy of good intentions ; The 
mercy of God accepting the ſervices of an humble Faithfulneſſe in 
a meaner dreſſe. From thence you ſhallſee the dangerous iſſue of 
an effetted innovation, although to the better , The errors of cre- 
dulitie,and blinde affettion in the holieſt Governours,guilty of the 
peoples diſcontentment;T be ſtubborne headdineſſe of a maltitude 


that once findes the reqes ſlacke in their necks, not capable of any 


fide, and a plauſible entrance, ſhutting up in a wofull diſappoint - 
ment. What do foreſtall a diſconrſe ſo full of choyce, your Lo. 
ſhall finde every line uſefull, and ſhall willingly confeſſe that the 
Story of God can make a man not leſſe wiſe, thangood. 
Mine bumble thankefulneſſe knowes not how to expreſſe it ſelfe 
otherwiſe,thanin theſe kinde of preſents,and in my heartie pray- 
ers forthe increaſe of your honour,and happineſſe,which ſhall ne- 
ver be wanting from 


Your Lo.ſincerely and 
thankfully deyoted, 


Jos: Haurl 


— 


tion of holy Moſes, in thu conyerſing with God himſelfe , 0n the |A| 


pauſe,but their owne fall ; The untruſly promiſes of a faire out- 
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The eArke and Dagon. 


=1F mendid not miſtake God, they could nor ariſe to ſuch 
S |} height of impiery: The adts of his juſt judgement are im- 
pured toimpotence ; that God would ſend his Arke cap- 
tiveto the Philiſtims, is ſo conſtrued by them, as if hee 
could not keepeit: the wife of Pinechas cryed out, that 
glory was departed from Iſrael; The Philiſtims dare ſay 
intriamph , that glory is departed from the God of I1- 
rael : The Arke was not Iſraels, but Gods, this victory 
reaches higher then to men. Dagon had never ſo great a 
day , ſo many ſacrifices , as now that he ſeemes to take the. 
God of Iſfael priſoner : Where ſhould the captive be beſtowed , bur in cuſtody of 
the victor ? It is not love, bur inſultation, that lodges the Arke cloſe beſide Da- 
gon. What a ſpeftacle was this, to ſee uncircumciſed Philiſtims laying their pro- 
phane hands upon the Teſtimony of Gods preſence? ro ſee the glorious Mercy-ſear 
under the roofe of an Idol? to ſee the two Cherubins ſpreading their wings under 
a falſe god ? | 

Oh the deepe and holy wiſedome of the Almighty,which over-reaches all the fi- 
nite conceits of his creatures, who whiles he ſeemes moſt roneglect himlſelfe,ferches 
about moſt glory to his owne name; He winkes and firs ſtil] on purpoſe, to ſee what 
men would doe,and is content to ſuffer indignity from his creature, for a time, thar 
he may be everlaſtingly magnified in hisjuſtice , and power : Thathonour pleaſeth 
God and men beſt, which is raiſed out of contempr. | 

The Arke of God wasnot uſed to ſuch Porters; The Philiſtims carrie irunto Aſh- 
dod, that the vitorie of Dagon may bee more glorious : Whar paines Superſtition | 
puts men unto, for the triumph ofa falſe cauſe? And if prophane Philiſtimscan think | 
ic no roile to carriethe Arke where they ſhould not , what a ſhame is itfot us, if 
wee doenot gladly attend it where we ſhould 2 How juſtly may Gods truth {corne | 
che imparirie of our zeale? NCI 

If the Iſraelites did put cotfidence inthe Arke, can wee marvel rhat the Phili- 
 ſtims did pur confidence in that power which (as they thought) had conquered the} 
Arke? The leſſe isever ſubje&'untothe greater ; What could they now thinke but 
that heaven and earth were theirs?Who ſhall ſtand our againſt them, when rhe God 
| of Ifracl hath yeelded?Secaritie & preſampris attendever at the threſhold of wines 
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vainly they have dreamed. Now they begin to find they have but intt 
owne plague, and oyerthrownnothing buttheirown peace. Dagon hath an hone, 
when God hath but a Tabernacle; It is no meaſuring of Religion by outward glory: 


| ſelfe and Belial. 


\ How ſhall heeſtabliſh us in the ſtation of our peace, that cannot hold his owne foor? 


| {tocks and ſtones which they worſhip 
| Douvelcſle,this firſt fall of Dagon was kept as ſecret, & excuſed as well as it might, | 
andicrvedrather for aſtoniſhment; then conviction; there was more ſtrangeneſſe 


| digeſt this,all is well. 


 Dagonis ſet 1n his place, and now thoſe hands are lifrup to him,which helped to | 
| lifc him up;8 thoſe faces are proſtrate unto him,before whom he lay proſtrate. Ido- | 


1 


_—— 


downe before him , under whom the God of Iſrael was fallen : and loe, where they 


him upon his face, in his owne Temple? Ir1sjuſt with God, that thoſe which want 


: (ontemplations. 


_ Godwillletthem ſleepe in this confidence; in the morning they ſhall find how 
; #906 intheyr 


Into this houſe the proud Philiſtims come, the next morning, to congratulate unto 
their god,ſo great a captive, ſach divine ſpoiles, and in their early devotions to fall 


find their god, fallen downe on the groundupon his face , before him whom they 
thought both his priſoner and theirs : Their Gods forced to doe that , which they 
ſhould havedone voluntarily ; a!though God caſt downe that dumbe rivall of his 
for ſcorne,not for adoration.Oh ye foolith Philiſtims,conld yeethinke that the ſame 
houſe will hold God and Dagon? could ye thinkea ſenſeleffe ſtone , a fit companion 


| 


before the Arke,yer would not God have endured the indignity of ſuch a lodging; 
but now that ye preſume to ſetup your carvedſtone , equall ro his Cherubins ,goe 
reade your folly in the floore of your Temple , and know that hee which caſt your 
god ſo low,can caſt you lower. 2 | 
The true God owes a ſhame to thoſe which will be making matches betwixt him- 

But this perhaps was onely a miſchanre , or a neglect of attendance, lay to your 

hands,O ye Philiſtims, and raiſenp Dagon into his place : It is a miſerable god that | 


caooſe but thinke,How ſhall he raiſe us above our enenies,that cannot riſe alone ? 
Tf Dagon did give the foile untothe Godof Iſrael , what power is it, that hath caſt | 


erace,ſhall want wit too ; - it is the power of ſuperſtition , to turne men intotholſe | 
: They that make them are like unto them: 


| 


then horrour in that accident: That whereas Dagon had wont to ſtand,and the Phi- 
liſtims fall downe , now Dagon fell downe.and the Philiftims ſtood, - and muſt be- 
come the patronsof their owne god; their god worſhips them upon his face , and 
craves more helpe from them,then ever hee could give:Burt if their ſottiſhneſſe can 


latry and ſuperſtition are not eaſily put out of countenance;but will the jealouſie of 
the true God put it up thus? Shall Dagon eſcape with an harmleffe fall ? Surely, if 
they hadlet him lye ſtill upon the pavement , perhaps that inſenfible ſtatue had 
found no other revenge;but now,they will be advancing it to the rood-loft againe, 
and affront Gods Arke with it, the event will ſkame them, and let them know, how 
| much God {cornes a partner either of his owne making,or theirs. X 

_ The morningisfitteſt for devotion,then doe che Philiſtims flocke to theTemple 
oftheir god. What athame is it for us to come late roours? Although not ſomuch | 


pietieas curiofitie did now haſten their ſpeed, to ſee what reſt their Dagon was al- 
| lowed to get in l1is owne roofe, and now behold their kind god is come to meete 
| them in the way : ſome pieces of him ſalute their eyes upon the threſhold. Dagons 
head and hands are over-runne their fellowes, to tell the Philitims how- much | 
they were miſtaken ina god. is iy 5 h 3s. 
This fecond fall breakes the Idolin pieces, and threats-the ſame confuſion to the 
worſhippers of ic. Faſie warnings negle@ed end ever indeſtrution. Theheadis for 
deviting, the hand for execution : Intheſerwo powers of their god, did the Philt- 
ttims chiefly truſt, rheſe are therefore laid.under th err feet, upon the threſhold, that 
they might afarre off ſee their yanity,and thar (if they would: 


and guardian forthe living God ? Had ye laid your Dagon upon his face , proſtrate | b 


needs helping up:Had ye not beene more ſenſelefſe then that ſtone, how could you | - 


| of 
R our ) they mighr.ſer their 
| footon thar beſt peece oftheir god,wherein their heart was ſer. er, 
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| Lis XI1L. T he eArke and Dagon. 

A\ There was nothing wherein that Idoll reſembled a man,bur in his head.and hands 
the reſt wasbut a ſcaly portraiture of a fiſh;God would therefore ſeparate from this : 

ſtone,that part which had mocked man,with the counterfeit of himſclfe , that man 

might ſee what an unworthy lumpe he had matched with himſelfe.and ſer up above 

himſelte;Thejuſt quarrell of Godis bent upon thoſe meanes,and thatparcel| which, 

have dared to rob him of his glory. 

How can the Philiſtims now miſle the (aght of their owne folly?how canrthey bee} 
but enough convicted of their mad idolatry,to fee their god Iye brokento mortels, | 
under their feet?every peece whereof proclaimes the power of him that brake ir, & | 
the ſtupidity of thoſe that adored it > Who would expetany other ifſae ofthis at, | 
but to heare the Philiſtims ſay, Wee now ſee how fuperſtition hath blinded us? Da- | 
gon 15no god for us,our hearts ſhall never morereſt upon a broken ſtatue: Thatone- 
ly true God, which hath beaten ours, ſhall challenge usby the righr of conqueſt : but 
here was none of this;rather a further degree of their dotage followes up0 this pal- 
pable conviction : They cannot yet ſuſpect chat god , whoſe head rhey may trample | 
upon, but 1n ſtead of hating their Dagon,that lay broken upon rheirthreſhold , they / 
honour the rhreſhold,on which Dagon lay;and dare not ſer. their foot on that place 
which was hallowed by the broken head and hands of their Deitie:Oh the obſtina- 
cie of Idolatry, which where it hath got hold of the heart, knowes neither ro bluſh, | 
nor yeeld,but rather gathers ſtrength from that which might juſtly confound ir. The ! 
handof the Almighty , which moved them not in falling upon their god,fals now 
neererthem upon their perſons , and ſtrikes them in their bodies , which would not 
feele rhemſelves ſtricken intheir Idoll - Paine ſhall humble them whom ſhame can- 
not. Thoſe which hadentertained rhe ſecret thoughts of abominable idolatrie wirh- 
in them.,are now plaguedin the inwardeſt and moſt ſecret part of their bodies,with | 
aloathſome diſeaſe; and now grow weary of themſelyes , in ſtead of their idolatry. 
I doe not heare them acknowledge it was G O DS hand, which had ſtricken Da- 
gon theirgod , till now, they finde themſelves ſtricken : GOD S judgements 
are the racke ofgodlefſe men ; If one ſtraine make them not confeſſe, ler them bee 
ſtretched but one wrench higher,and they cannot befilent.The juſt avenger of finne 
will not loſe the glory of his executions , but will have men know from whom 
they ſmart. | | 

TheEmerods were nota diſeaſe beyond the compaſſe of naturall cauſes , neither 
was it hard for the wiſer ſort, to give a reaſon of their complainr , yer they aſcribe it | 
to the hand of God: The knowledge and operation of ſecondary cauſes ſhould beno 
prejudice to the firſt ; They are worſe then the Phuliſtims , who when they ſee the 
meanes,doe not acknowledge the firſt Mover;whoſeaCtive and juſt power 1sno leffe 
ſcene in imploying ordinary agents,then in raiſing up extraordinarie: neicher doth | 
he lefle ſmire by a common fever.then arevenging Angell. 

They judge right of the cauſe,whar doe they reſolve for the cure ? (Letnot the 
Arke of the God of Iſrael abide with us)where they ſhould have ſaid, Ler us caſt our 
Dagon,that we may pacifie andreraine the God of Iſrael , rhey derermine to thruſt 
out the Arke of God,that they night peaceably enjoy cthemſelyes,and Dagon.Wic- 
ked men are upon all occaſions glad tobe rid of God, but they can withno patience, 
endure topart with their finnes ', and whiles they are wearie of the hand that pu- 
niſheth them, they hold faſt the cauſe of their puniſhmenr. | | 
Their firſt and onely cares to pur away him,who as he hath correfed,ſo can eaſe: 
them.Folly is never ſeparated from wickedneſſe. ER es 

Their heart told them har they hadno right to the Arke.4 Councell is called of 
their Princes & Prieſts. If rhey had reſolved to ſend it home,they had done wiſely ; 
Now they doe not carry it away,but they carry it about from Ebenezer to Aſhdod, 
from Aſhdod ro Gath, from Gath toEkron : Their ſtomacke was greater then their 
conſcience; The Arke was too fore for them, yet itwas roo good for Iirael;and they 
will rather dye then make Iſrael happie. Their conceit, rhat the change of ayre 
could appeaſe the Arke , Gad uſethto his owne advantage ; for by this meanes 
his power is knowne, and his judgement ſpred over all the country. of the =_— 
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ſtims : What doe theſe men now, but ſend the plague of God totheir fellowes? A 
The juſtice of God can make the finnes of men their mutuall executioners: It is the 
faſhion of wicked men todraw their neighbours into the partnerſhip of their con- 
demmnation. 

| Whereſoever the Arke goes,there is deſtruction; The beſt of Gods Ordinances, 
if they bee not proper tous, are deadly. The Iſraclites did not inore ſhout for joy, 
when they ſaw the Arke come to them, than the Ekronites cry out for griefe to ſce 
ir brought amongſt chem: Spirituall things are etther ſoveraigne, or hurrfull, accor- 
ding to the diſpoſition of the receivers.The Arke doth either fave,orkill, as it is en 
tercained. 

Artlaſt,when the Philiſtims are well wearic of paineand death, they are glad to 

| bee quit of their ſfinne? The voyce of the Princes and people 1s changed tothe ber- 
ter (Send away the Arke of the God of Irael , and ler 1t returne to hisowne place. ) | 
God knowes how tobring the ſtubborneſt enemy upon his knees , and makes him 
doe that out of feare,which his beſt child would doe our of love and duty.How mi- 
ſerable wasthe eſtate of theſe Philiſtims?Every man was either dead,or ficke: thoſe | 
that were left living(through their extremitie of paine)enviedthe dead,and the cry 
of their whole Cities wentup to heaven. Ir 1s happy that God hath ſuchſtore of 
plagues and thunderbolts for the wicked : If he had not a fire of judgement, where- 
with the yron hearts of men mightbee made flexible , he would want obedience 
and the world peace, 


7 (ontemplations. 


& 


T he eArkes revenge and returne. 


T had wont tobeea ſurerule, Whereſoever Godis among men, there is 
the Church : Here onely it failed : The teſtimony of Gods preſence was 
many moneths amongſt the Philiftims , for apuniſhment ro his owne 
people , whom hee left ; for a curſe to thoſe forrainers which enterrai- 

nedit; Ifrael was ſeyen moneths without G o D +: How doe wee thinke faithfull 
| Samueltooke this abſence? How deſolate and forlorne did the Tabernacle of G o D 
 looke, withour the Arke ? Therewere ſtill the Altars of G © p;his Prieſts,Levites, | 
| Tables , Veiles, Cenſers, with all their legall accouſtrements - Theſe wirhourthe 
Arke , were as the Sunne withour light , inthe midftof an Eclypſe : If all theſe 
had beene taken away , and onely the Arke had beene remaining , thelofſe had 
beene nothing to this, thatthe Arke ſhonld be gone , andthey left : Far what are 
all theſe without God, and how all-ſufficientis G o D wichour theſe ? There are | 
times, wherein G © D withdrawes himſelfe from-his Church , and ſeemes to leave 
her without comfort, withour proteftion : Sometimes wee ſhall finde Iſrael taken | 
from the Arke , otherwhiles the Arke is taken from Iſrael : In either, there is a 
ſeparation betwixt the Arke and Iſrael : Heavy times to every true Iſraclite, yet 
ſach as whoſe example may relieveus in our deſertions : Still was this people, Iſrael; 

the ſeedofhim , that wonldnot beeleft of G-d withonr a bleſſing ; and therefore ! 
without the teſtimony of his preſence, was God preſent with them : It were wide 


with the fairhtull,if God were not oftentimes wichthem, when there is no witneſſe | 
of his preſence. is | FIND] 
One act was a mutuall penance tothe Iſraclices and Philiſtims , I know not | 
to whether more : Iſrael grieved for the loſſe of that, whoſe preſence grieved the 
Philiſtims, their paine was therefore no other then voluntary: It is ſtrange , thar the 
Philiſtims would endure ſeven moneths ſmart with the Arke, ſince they faw,thar the | 
preſence of the Priſoner would not require;no nor mitigateto them,one houres mi- 
(cry: Fooliſh men will be ſtruggling with God,cill they be utrerly either brearhleſſe 
or impotent. Their hope was, that time might abate difpleaſare , even whiles they 
perfiſted ro oftend : The falſe hopes of wordly men coſt them deare; they could not| 
be ſomiſerable,iftheir owne hearts did not deceive them with miſ-expectations of 
impoſbble fayour, | 
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L1s.XII. T he eArkes revenpe andreturne. | - 1619] 

A\ Inmattersthatconcerne a God , whe is {© fic tobe confuſed withgas thepriefts? | "$f 
The Princes of the Philiſtims had before given their voyces, yer nothing 1s deter- | WA. 
mined, nothing is done without the direction and afſent of thoſe whom they ac- \ + {3-6 

| counted facred : Nature itſelfe ſends us in divine things,to thoſe perſons,whole cal- ORR 
ling 1s divine ; It is eitherdiſtruſt,or preſumption, or contempt , thar caries us our, j i Bb 
| owne waies 1n ſpirituall matters, without adviſing with them , whoſe lips God hath {NOR 
appointed to preſerve knowledge : There cannor bur atiſe many difficulties inus i! 1, Ap 
about the Arke of God ; whom ſhould wee confalt with but thoſe which have the | j 4 
Tongue of the Learned. ; 1-4bR ' | 
Doubtleſfle, this queſtion of the Arke did abide much debating : There wanted WIS: 
not faire probabilitieson both ſides : A wiſe Philiſtim might well plead, If God had "0.0 | | 

p | either ſo great care of the Arke,or power to retaine it, how is it become ours?A wi- WY 2 

| ſex then he would reply?It che God of Iſrael had wantedeither care or power , Da-| 448 Me h 
gon,and we had beene till whole: why doe we thus grone, anddye , all that are but | | | RON 

| within the Aire of the Arke,if adivine hand doe not attend it? Their ſmart pleads F iv Wi, 
enough for the diſmiſſion of the Arke: The next demand of their Prieſts and Sooth- Fi ; 
ſayers,is,how it ſhould be ſent home: AMidtion had made them ſo wile, as to know, | - | 0 
that every faſhion of parting with the Arke would not fatisfie the owner : often- Wed i | 
times thecircumſtance ofan a&ion marres the ſubſtance : In divine matters wee | Ws | 

| | muſtnot onely looke, that the body of our ſervice be ſound,bur that the clothes be MWIENS! &: |. | 

fit : Nothing hinders, but that ſometimes good advice may fall from the mouth of | | o51l 16 OB-0N? 
wicked men. Theſe ſaperſtirious Prieſts can counſell them , nor to ſend away the | | ' RT 

C | Arke of God emprie, but togive it a ſinne-offering -: They had notlived fo farre ; Ol 
fromthe ſmoake of the Jewiſh Altars;bur that they knew , God was accuſtomed to | OO FJ 
manifold oblations, andchiefly to thoſe of expiation. No Itſraelite could have faid | *\777 0 DRY 
berter : Superſtition is the Ape of true devotion , and if we looke not to the | BITE © 
ground of both, many times it is hard by the very outward acts to diſtinguiſh them: | \ 2.4, "ROWS 
Nacure it ſelfe reacheth us, that God loves a full hand : He that hath beene fo | BUR { 

| | bountifull co us, asro give usall, lookes for arerurne of ſome offering from us ; If L y 40RY \! 
{ | we preſent him with nothing but our fins, how can wee looketo bEaccepted? | © [3 8 0 
1 The facrifices under the Goſpell are ſpirituall , with cheſe muſt we come into the | OY 
preſence of God, if we defire tocarie away remiſſion and favour. | WL (1 
The Philiſtims knew well , that it were bootleſſe for them to offer , what they : 1p E WE 

D | liſted; their next ſuit is to be directed in the matter of theiroblarion : Pagans can WW tf! 
teach us, how unſafe itis to walke in the wayes of Religion withant a guide, yet | 1 | 
here their beſt teachers can but gueſſe at their duty , and muſt deviſe for the people, 1 || LU 
that , which the people durſt notimpoſe upon themſelves - The golden Emerods, | :\ Þ 1 i 
and Miſe , were but conjecturall preſcripts : With what ſecurity may we con- WW. 

Talt with them which have their dire&tions from the mouth and hand of the $114 
Almighty ? | i" 
God ſtrucke the Philiſtims at once in their god, in their bodies,intheir land: In nt 1} 
their god, by his ruine and diſmembering - In their bodies, by the Emerods : In WEIL) 2, 1! 
their = , by the Miſe : That baſe vermine did God ſend among them on purpoſe 1 IEP 
to ſhame their Dagon and them,that they might ſee, how unable their god was | TT 
F | (which they thought the Victor of the Arke) to ſubdue the leaſt Mouſe, which the {40 
true God did create, and command to plague them. This plague upon the fields, {| \200Þ 
beganne together with that upon their bodies : it was mentioned, not complai- | _—_ 
ned of, till they think of diſmiſſing the Arke : Greater croſſes doe commonly ſwal- | 1, RW 
lew up the leſſe - Acleaſt, lefſerevils are eirher ſilent , or unheard,while the eare js 17 250 
filled with the clamor of the greater. Their very Princes were puniſhed with the "0808 
Miſe,aswell as with the Emerods ; God knowes noperſons in the execution ofjudg- | | 6! F; 
| | ments;The leaſt and meanelt ofall Gods creatures is ſufficient ro be the revenger: Wally: 
of his Creator. 0 [ "FAR 
| Gopſentthem Miſe, and Emerodsof fleſh and blood : they retutne himboth 3 ht 
theſe of gold,to imply, both , chat theſe judgements came out from God, and char WR. 
| they did gladly give him the glory of that ; whereof hee gave then paine and ſof- | | 46 | 
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Iſtance:The proportion berwixt the complaint and fatisfattion 1s more precious to 
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row ; and chat they would willingly buy offtheir paine with the beſt of their ſub- A 


'£ ontemplations. 


 bim,then the Metall. T here wasa publike confeſſion in this reſemblance, which is fo 
pleaſing unto God,that he rewards 1t,eyen in wicked men,with a relaxation of our. 
| ward puniſhment.The number was nolefſe ſignificant,then the forme: Five golden 
Emerods,and Miſe,for the five Princes and diviſions of Philiſtims. As God made no 
difference in puniſhing,ſo they make nonein their oblarion : The people are com- 
priſed in rhem,in whom they are united.their ſeverall Princes: They were one with 
their Prince, their Offering is one with his; as they were Ring-leaders in the ſfinne 
ſorhey mult be in the fatisfaQtion : In a multitudeir is ever ſeen, as in a beaſt, 
that the body followes the head, Ofall others, great men had need to looke to their 
wayes,it is in them,as in figures,one ſtandsfor a thouſand: One Offering ſerves not 
al. there muſt bee five, according to the five heads of the offence.Generaliries wil not 
content God ; every man muſt make his ſeyerall peace, ifnot in himſelfe, yer in his 
head:Nature taught rhem a ſhadow of that, the ſubſtance and perfection whereof is 
raught us by the grace of the Goſpell;every (oule muſt ſatisfie God , if not in it ſelfe, 
yetinhim,in whom we are both one,and abſolute: we are the body,whereof Chriſt 
1s the head,our ſinne 1s in our ſelves,onr ſatisfation muſt be in him. 

Samuel himfſelfe conld not have ſpoken more divinely,then thefe Prieſts of Dagon; 
they doe not onely talke of giving glory to the God of Iſrael,but fall into an holy & 
grave expoſtulation ( wheretore then ſhould ye harden your hearts, asthe ZAgypti- 
ans , and Pharaoh hardned their hearts, when hee wrought wonderfully amongſt 
them? &c.) They confeſſe a ſupereminenrt and revenging hand of God oyer their 
gods.they parallell their plagues with the Agyptian,they make nſe of Pharaohs lin, 
and judgement; What couldbe berter ſaid? All Religions have afforded them, that 
could ſpeake well : Theſegood words left them ſtill both Philiſtims , and fuperfti- 
tious : How ſhould men be hypocrites, 1fthey hadnot good tongues ? yet( as wic- 

kednes can hardly hide ic ſelf }theſe holy ſpeeches are not without a tin&ure of that 
 Idolatry, wherewith the heart was infected: For they profeſſe care notonely of the 
{perſons and lands of the Philiſtims , but of their gods ; ( that hee may take his hand 
from you, and from your gods. ) Who would thinke that wiſedome and folly could! 
lodge ſo neere together 2 that the ſame men ſhonldhave care bothof the glory of 
the true God , and preſervation of the falſe ? That they ſhould bee ſo vaine , as to 
take thought for thoſe gods which they granted to be obnoxiousuntoan higher 
Deitic? Oft times even one word bewrayetha whole pack of falſhood, and though 
Superſtition he a cleanly counterfeit, yet ſome one ſhip of the tongue diſcovers ir;as 
we fay of devils , which though they put on faire formes , yetare they knowne by | 
their cloven feet. _ 
What other warrant theſe ſuperſtitious Prieſts had for rhe maine ſubſtance of 
their advice, I knownot; fure I am, the probability of the event was faire; that two 
| Kine neveruſedto any yoake , ſhould runne from their Calves ( which werenewly 
{hat up fromthem)to draw the Arke home into a cotrary way, muſt needs arguean 
hand above Nature : What elſe ſhould over-rule bruite creatures ropreferre a for- 
ced cariage unto a naturall burden 2 What ſhould cary them from their owne 
home,towards the home of the Arke ? What elſe ſhould guide an untamed and un- 
taught Teame, in as right a path toward Iſrael, as their Teachers xould have gone? 
Whar elſe could make very beaſts more wiſe, then their Maſters? Theres a fpeciall 
providence of God, in the very motionsof bruit creatures ; Neither Philiſtims nor 
| Iſraelites ſaw onght that drove them, yet they ſaw them ſo runne, as thoſe thar were 
ledby the Divine Condud@. The reaſonlefle creatures alſo doe the willof their Ma- 
ker; every a& that is doneeither by them , or to them , makes up the decree of the 
Almighty:and if in extraordinary a&ionsandeyents his hand is more viſible, yet it 
15no lefſe certainly preſentin the common. TOTS: | 
Little did the Iſraelites of Bethſhemeſh looke for ſucha ſighrwhiles they were 
reaping their Wheatia the Valley ,, as to ſee the Arke ofGodcome:running to them 
without a Convoy:neither can it be aid, whether they were more affe&ted with joy, 
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Lis. XII. T heremove ofthe eArke. | 


Al or withaſtonifhmenr ; with joy at the preſence of the Arke, with aſtoniſhmentatr | 
the Miracle of the tranſportation : Downe went their Sickles, and now every man 
runs to reape the comfort of this better harveſt, to meet that Bread of Angels, to 
| ſalute thoſe Cherubims,to welcome that God, whoſe abſence had been their death: 
' But as it is hard not to over-joy ina ſudden proſperity, and, to uſe happineſſe is no 
leſſe difficult,then to forbeare it; Theſe glad Iſraelites cannot ſee but they muſt gare; | 
they cannot gaze on the glorious outſide, but they muſt be (whether our of rude 
jollity, or curioſitie, or ſuſpition of the purloining ſome of thoſe facred imple- 
ments) prying into the ſecrets of Gods Arke : Nature is too ſubject to extremities, 
and is eyer either too dull in want, or wanton in fruition : Itis no eafie matter to 
keepe a meane, whether in goodor evill. 

Berkſhemefh was a City of Prieſts, they ſhould have knowne better how to de- 
meane themſelves towards the Arke, this priviledge doubled their offence. There 
| was no malice in this curious inquifition, the ſameeyes that lookr into the Arke, 

lookt alſo up to heaven in their Offerings, and the ſame hands that touched ir, offe- 
red faerifice to the' God that brought it. Who could expect any thing now but accep« 
ration?who would ſuſpet any danger? Itis not a following at of devotion that can 
make amends for a former ſinne:There was a death owing them, immediately upon 
their offence, God will take his owne time forthe execution; In the meane while, 
they may ſacrifice,but they cannot ſatisfie, they cannot eſcape. The Kine are facri- 
ficed.the Cart burnes themthat drew it - Here was an offering of praiſe, when they 
had moreneed of a.treſpaſſe offering; many an heartis lifted up in a conceit of joy, 
when ithath juſt cauſe of humiliation:God lets them alone with their Sacrifice, bur 
| when that is done,he comes over them with a back-reckoning for their ſinne- Fifty 
thouſand and ſeventy Iſraelites are ſtrucke dead for this unreverence to the Arke: A 
wofull welcome for the Arke of Godinto the borders of Iſrael. Ir killed them for 
looking into it, who thought it their life to (ee it; It dealt blowes,and deathon both | 
hands:to Philiſtims,to Tſraelites;to both of them for prophaning ic : The one with | 
their Idol,the other with their eyes.It is a fearefal thing touſe the holy Ordinances 
of God with an unreverent boldnefle. Feare and trembling become us inour acceſſe 
ro the Majeſty of the Almighty:Neither was there more ſtate,then ſecrefie in Gods. 

Arke:ſome things the wiſdome of God deſires to conceale: The unreverence of the 
Ifraelites was no more faulty, than their curioſity; ſecret things roGod, things re- | 
vealed to us and to our children. 
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The remove of the «A rhe. ; | 


Heare of the Bethſhemites lamentation, I heare not of their repen- 
rance; they complaine of their ſmart, they complaine not of their ſin; 
and for ought I can perceive,ſpeake,as if God were curious,rather than ; 
they faulty : (Who is able to ſtand before this holy Lord God, and to whom 
fhall he gofrom ws? Asif none could pleaſe that God which miſliked 
chem : Ic is the faſhion of naturall men to juſtifie themſelyes in their owne courſes; 
if they cannot charge any earthly thing with the blame of their ſuffering, they will 
caſt itupon Heaven : That a man pleads himſelfe guilty of his owne wrong, is no 
common worke of Gods Spirit. Bethſhemefh bordered tooneere upon the Phili- 
ſtims ; If theſe men thought the very preſence of the Arke hurtfull, why do they | 
ſend to their neighbours of Kiriath-jearim, that they might make themſelves m1- 
ſerable? Where there isa miſconceir of God, it is no marvell if there he a defe& of | 
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Contemplations. | L1is.X I] 


—— | had been ſuch, that they would not foreſtallandengroſſe happineſle from thereſt of A 
Ifrael. | | TEEN. RE 
It is no boot to teach Nature how to tel her own tale,ſmart ang carger will make 
a man witty: He 1s rarely conſtant,that will not diſſemble for eaſe. It is good tobe 
ſuſpicious of the evaſions of thoſe which would pur off miterie. Thoſe of Bethſhe- 
meſh werenot more craftie then theſe of Kiriath-jearim (which was the ground of 
their boldneſſ®) faithful! - So many thouſand Bethſhemires could not be dead,and 
no part ofthe rumour flieto them:they heard how thicke, not onely the Philiſtims; 
but the bordering Iſraelites fell downe dead before the Arke z yet they durſt ad- 
| venture to come, and ferchir, even from amongſt the carcaſſes of their brethren: 
| They had beene formerly acquainted with the Arke, they knew it was holy, itcould 
not be changeable, andtherefore they well conceived this flaughter to ariſe from 
theunholineſſe of men, not from the rigour of God, and thereupon can ſeekecom- 
 fortin that, which others found deadly : Godschildren cannot by any meanes bee 
diſcouraged from their honour, and love to his Ordinances : If they ſee thouſands 
ſtrucke | onde to Heil by the Sceprer of Gods Kingdome, yet they will kifſe it up- 
on their knees.and if rheir Saviour be a Rocke of offence,and rhe occaſion of the fal 
of millions in Iſrael,they can feed temperately of thar, wherof others have ſurfeited 
todeath.&c. 

Berhſhemeſh was a Cirtie of Prieſts and Levites : Kiriath-jearim a City of Juda, | 
where wee heare but of ane Levire, Abinadab; yet this City was more zealous for 
God,more reverent and conſcionable in the entertainment of the Arke, then the 
other. Wee heard of the taking downeof the Arke by the Bethſhemites, when ir 
came miraculouſly to them ; weedo not heare of any man ſanEified for the atten- 
dance of it, as was done in this ſecond lodging of the Arke : Grace is not tyedei- 
ther to number, or meanes. Ir 1s in ſpirituallmatters,as in the eſtate - Small helpes 
with good thrift enrich us, when great patrimonies loſe themſelves inthe negled. 
Shiloh was wont to be the place which was honored with the preſence of the Arke; 
Ever ſince the wickedneſle of E/zes Sonnes, that was forlorne,and deſolate. and now 
Kiriath-jearim ſucceeds into this priviledge- It didnot ſtand with the royall liberty 
of God,no not under the Law, totie himſelfe unto places and perſons : Unworthi- 
neſle was evera ſufficient cauſe of exchange. It was not yet his time to ſtir from the 
Jews,yet he removed from one Province to another: Lefle reaſon have we to think, 
that ſo God will reſide amongſt us , that none of our proyocations can drive him 
from us,6zc. 

Iſrael, which had found the miſerie of Gods abſence,is now reſolyed into teares 
of contrition,and thanktulncfle npon his returne- There is no mention of their 1a- 
menting after the Lord,wh1le he was gone, but when he was returned,and ſerled in 
Kiriath-jearim : The mercies of God draw more tearesfrom his children, then his 
judgements do from his enemies: There is no better figne of good nature andgrace, 
then to be wonne to repentance with kindneſſe:Notto thinke of God,except we be 
beaten unto it,1s ſervile : Becauſe God was comeagaine to Iſrael,therefore Iſrael is 
returned to God, If God hadnor come firſt,they had never come : If he,that came 
ro them,had not mace rhem come tohim,they had beene ever parted. They were | 
cloyed with God,while he was perpetually reſident with them,now thathis abſence | 

had made him dainty, they cleave to him fervently, and penirently in his returne- 


This was it, that God meant in his departure, a better welcome athis comming 
backe. | 


+ 1 heard nonewes of Sameel all this while the Arte was gone : Now when the 
Arke is returned andplaced in Kiriath-jearim,I heare him treat with the people. Ir 
15not like,he was filent in this ſad deſertion of God;but now he rakes fall advantage 
of the profeſſed contrition of Iſtael,codeale with them effeQually, for their perfect 
converſionunto God. Ir is great wiſdome in ſpirituall matters, rv take occafion by | 
the fore-Jocke, and to ſtrike whiles thejron is hot + We may beat longenough at 
the doore,but till God have opened, itis nogoing in, and when he hath opened,ir 
|isnodelaying to enter. The triall of fincerity is. the abandoning of our wonted 
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ſinnes. This Samaeclurgeth (1f ye be come a2aine unto the Lord with all yonr heart, put 
away the ſirange Gods from among y0u,and Afhiaroth:) Invainehad it beene to Pro eſle 
repentance, whilſt they continued in Idolatry; God will never ac) nowledge any 
convert that ſtates in a knowne finne + Graces and Vertues are ſo linckt together 

that he, which hath one, hath all : The partiall converſion of men unto God is bur 


hatefull hypocrifie. How happily effeCtuall is a word ſpoken in ſeaſon ? Samuels ex- 
hortation wrought upon the hearts of I{racl,and ferchr water out of their eyes:ſairs, 
and confeſſions, and vowes out of theirlips, and their falſe gods out of their hands: 
yet it was not meerely remorſe but fearealſo, thatmoved Iſrael to this humble fub- 
miſhon. 

The Philiſtims ſtood over them ſtill, and threatned them with new alſaulcs, the 


the evils paſt,and feare of the future fercht chem downe upon their knees: Itis noc 


where God intends the humiliarion of his ſeryants,there ſhall not want meanes of 
cheir dejection:It was happy for Iſrael that they had an enemy.ls it poſſible that the 
Philiſtims after thoſe deadly plagues, which they ſuſtained from the God of Iſrael, 
ſhouldthink of invading Iſrael ? thoſe that were ſo mated with the preſence of the 
Arke,that they never thought themſelves ſafe, till it was our of fight, do they now 
dare to thruſt themſelyes upon the new reyenge of the Arke ? Itſlue them whiles 

they thought tohononr it,and do they thinke to eſcape, whiles they reſiſt it? It ſlue 

them in their own Coaſts,and do they come to it to ſeeke death?yet behold no ſo0- 
ner do the Philiſtims heare, that the Iſraclites are gathered ro Mizpeh, but the Prin- 
ges ofthe Philiſtims gather themſelves againſt chem:No warnings will ſerve obdu- 


gofind them our,they run to meer their bane. 
The Philiſtims come up, and the Iſraelites feare; they that hadnot the witto 
feare, whilſt they were not friends with God, have not now the grace of feareleſſe- 


placed in the beſt hearts; When we ſhould tremble, we are confident,and when we 
ſhould be aſſured, we tremble: Why ſhould Iſrael have feared, fince they had made 
their peace with the God of Hofts ? Nothing (bould affright thoſe, which are up- 
right with God. The peace, which Iſrael had made with God, was true, but ten- | 


mucl ; Ceaſe not to cry 10 the Lordour God for s. In temporall things nothing hin- 
ders, but wee may fare better for other mens faith,then for our owne:It is no ſmall 
happineſle to be intereſſed in them which are Fayouritesin the Court of Heaven; 
one faithfull man in theſe occaſions 1s more worth then millions of the wayering 
and uncertaine. 

A good heart is eaſily wonne to devotion: Samuel cries,and facrificeth to God;he 
had done fo,though they had intreated his filence,yea his forbearance.Whiles he is 
offering,the Philiſtims fight with Iſrae], and God fights with the Philiſtims. (The 
Lord thundred with « great thunder that day upon the Philiflims,and ſcattered them: Sa- 


memory of their late ſlaughter, and ſpoile, was yer freſh in their minds, ſorrow for | 


more neceflary for men to be cheared with hopes, then robe awed with dangers : 


nefſe,when they were reconciled toGod : Boldnefſ= and Feare are commonly mil | 


der. They durſt not truſt their owne innocency , ſo much as the prayers of $4a- | 


rate hearts, wicked menareeven ambitious of deſtruction; Judgments need not to 
| 


un 


»uel fought more upon his knees,then all Iſrael beſides:The voiceof Godanſwered 


the voice of Samwel,and ſpeakes confuſion and death to the Philiſtims : How weref 


the proud Philiſtims dead with feare,ere they dyed,toheare the fearefullthunder- 
clapsof an angry God againſt thenvto ſee,that Heaven it ſelfe fought againſt them? 


horrour inthe fields : If preſumption did not make wicked men mad, they would 
never lift their hand againſt the Almighty; what are they in his hands, when he 1s 


diſpoſed to vengeance? 


| 
Rrrr 2 


He char ſlew them ſecretly in the revenges of his Arke, now kils them with open} 
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The meeting of S a uL and SAMUEL. 


AMuE I began his acquaintance with God early,and continued it long: 

He began it in his long Coats, and continued to his gray haites : (Hee 

judged Iftaelall che dayes of his life.) God doth not uſe to pur off his 

Y old Servants; their age indeareththem ro him the more ; It we be not 

*unfaithfull ro him, he cannot be unconſtant to ns. Arlaſthis decayed | 

age met with ill partners his Sennes for Deputies, and Sal fora King;The wicked- 

nefſe of his Sonnes gave the occaſion of a change-Perhaps Iſrael had neyer thoughr 

of a King, if Sawnels Sonnes had not beene unlike their Father : Who canpromiſe 

himſelfe holy children,when the loynes of a Samwel.and the education in the Tem- 

ple,yeelded monſters?It is notlikely,that good Samwel was faulty in that indulgence 

for which his owne mouth had denounced Gods judgements againſt Het : yer this 

holy man ſucceeds Hely in his croſſe,as wellas his place, though not in his fin;and is 

afflicted witha wicked ſucceſſion : God will let us find that grace is by gift, not by 
inheritance. 

I feare Samnel was toopartiall to nature in the ſurrogation of his Sonnes,I donot 
 heare of Gods allowance to this aft : If this had beene Gods choice, as well as his, it 
hadbeene like to have received more bleſſing, Now all Iſrael have cauſe torue,that 
| theſe were the Sonsof Samnel,for now the queſtion was not of their vertues,bur of 
their b!o2d;not of their worthineſle, but theirþirth;eventhe beſt heart may be blin- 
; ded with affetion. Who can marvell at theſe errors of Parenrs love, when he thatſo | 

holily judged Iſrael all his life,miſ-jndged of his own Sons. 

It was Gods ancient purpoſe to raiſe up a King to his people : How doth he take 
| occafio to performe it,but by the unruly deſires of Iſrael? even as we fay of humane 
| proceedings,that ill manners beget good lawes. That, Monarchy is the beſt forme of 
government, there 15 no queſtion.Gond things may be ill deſired, ſo was this of Iſ- 
racl;Ifan itching deſire of alteration had not poſſeſſed them, why did they not ra- 
ther ſte fora reformation of their Goyernours, then for a change of government? 
Were Samuels {ons ſo deſperately evill,that there was no poſlibilicy of amendment? 
Or if they were paſt hop2,were there not ſome others to have ſucceeded the juſtice 
of Samnel.no leſſethen theſe did his perſon? What needzd Samuel to be thruſt out of 
place? what necded the ancient forme of adminiſtration tobe altered? He that rai- 
ſed up their Judges, would have found time to raiſe them up Kings : Theircurious, 
and inconſtant new fanglenes,w1l not abide to ſtay ir,but with an heady importuni- 
ty labours to over-haſten the pace of God. Wherethere is a ſerled courſe of good 
government(howſower þlemiſhed with ſome weakeneſſes) it isnor fafe tobe over: 
forward to a change;.hough 1t ſhould be to the better. Hee,by whom Kings reigne, 
ſayes, They have caſt him away that he ſhould not reigne oyer them becauſe they 
defire a King to reigne over them : Judges were his owne inſtitution to his people, 
as yet Kings were not ; after that Kings were ſcrled, to deſire the government of 
Judges, had bin a more ſeditious mconſtancy : God hath not appointed ro every 
time and place thoſe formes, whichare ſimply beſt in themſelyes, but thoſe, which 
are beſt to them,unto whom they are appointed;which we may neither alter,rill he 

begin, nor recall, till he hathalrered. 

This buſinefſe ſeemed perſonally roconcerne Samvcl,yet he ſo deales in it not as a 
party,not asa Judge of his own Caſe, but as a Prophet of God,asa friend of his op- 
poſite;He prayes to God for advice,he foretels the ſtare and courſes of their furure 
King. Wilfull men areblind toall dangers,are deafe to all good counſells. Iſtael muſt 
have aKing though they pay never ſo deare for their longing : The vaineaffeftion 
of conformity to other Nations overcomesall diſcouragements; there is noreadier 
way to error,then to make others examples the rule of our deſires, or ations. If e- 
very man havenortgrounds of his own, whereon to ſtand,therecaa be no ſtabilitie 
in his reſolutions or proceedings. 
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"Lis XII. Saul and Samuels meeting. 


A\- Sincethen they chooſe to have a King, God himſelfe will chooſe and appointthe 
King which they ſhall have. The Kingdome ſhall begin in Bexjamin, which was to 
endure in 1uaa:It was no probability or reaton,this firſt King ſhould prove well,be- 
cauſe he wasabortive;their humor of innovation deſerved tobe.puniſhed with their 
owne choyce : K:fh the father of Savl was mighty in eſtate, Saul was mighty in pet- 

| | ſon,over looking therelſt of the people in ſtature,no lefſe than he ſhould do in dig- | 
 nitie. The ſenſes of the Ifraclires could not bur be well pleaſed for the time, howſoe-= 

ver their hearts were afterwards; when menare carried with outward ſhewes,itis a 

ſigne that God meanes them a deluſion, 


How farre God fetches his purpoſes about ! The Aﬀes of Xifh; Sauls father, are | 
ſtrayed away:Wuhat 1s that tothe newes of a Kingdome ? God layes theſe ſmall ac- 
cidents for the groundof greater deſignes:The Afes muſt be loſt,none but $aq/ muſt 
go with his fathers ſervant to ſeeke them:Sawuel ſhall meer them in the ſearch: $as/ 
{hall be premoniſhedof his inſuing Royalry;Little can we by the beginning of any 
action,gueſle at Gods intention inthe concluſion. 


* 


Obedience was a fit entrance into Soveraignty: The ſeryice was homely for the 
fone of a great man, yer herefuſeth nor to goe; as a fellow to his fathers ſervant; 
npon ſo meane a ſearch: Thediſobedient and ſcornefullare good for nothing, they 
are neither fitto be ſubjects nor governours. K4zſh was a great man in his country; | 
yet he diſdaineth not to ſend his ſonne Su upon a thrifty errand, neither doth Sal 
plead his diſparagement for 4 refufal.Pride and wantonnefſe have marred our times: 
Greatparents count it a diſreputation to 1mploy their ſonnes in courſes of frugali- 
ty:and their pampered chijdren thinke it a ſhame ro do any thing : and ſobeare 
themſelyes.as thoſe that hold it the onely glary tobe either idle or wicked. w 

Neither doth Sasl goe faſhionably to worke ,; but does this ſervice heartily arid 
painfully,as a man, that deſires rather to effect the command, than pleaſe the Com- 
mander : He pafſed from Ephraim to the Landof Shaliſha, from Shaliſha to Salim, 
from Salim toJemini, whence his Houſe came; from Jernini to Zuph, not ſo much 
as ſtaying with any of his kinred ſo long asto vittaile himſelfe : He thar was after- 
ward an ill King,approved himſelte a good Sonne. As there are diyerſities of rela- 
tions and offices, fo there 1s of diſpoſitions; thoſe, which are excellent in ſome, at- 
raine not to a mediocrity in other : Itis hoarguing from private vertves topublike; 
| from dexterity in one ſtation,to the reſt : A ſeyerall grace belongs to the particular | 
carriage of eyery place whereto we are called, which if we want, the place may well 
Want Us. | I 2 | 

There was more praiſe ofhis obedience in ceafing to ſeeke, thanin ſeeking : che | 
takes cate, leſt his father ſhould take care for him, that whilſt he ſhould ſeeme offici- | 
ous in the lefſe, he might not negle@& the greateſt. A blind obedience in ſome caſes 
doth well,but it doth farbettrer,when iris led with the eyes of diſcretion;otherwiſe 
we may more offend in pleaſing,than in diſobeying. ig i Go 

Great is the benefirof a wiſe and religious attendant, ſuch an one puts us Into 
choſe duties and ations which are moſt expedient,and leaſt thought of. If Sa4/had 
not hada diſcreet Servant,he had returned but as wiſe as he came; now he is drawt 
in to conſi1]rwith the rhan of God; and heares more than he hoped for. . Saul was 
now a ſufficient journey from his farhers houſe, yet his religions ſervant in this re- 
moteneſſe,takes knowledge of the place,where the Prophet dwels,and how honoy- 
rably doth he mention hiin to his maſter : Behold, in thu City is a man of God; and he | 
is an honourable man,all that he ſaith commeth to paſſe:Gods Prophets are publique per- 
ſons;as their fun&ion,ſo their notice concernes eyery man: There is no reaſon God | 
ſhould abate any of the reſpe& due to his Miniſters under the Goſpell : Sajnt Pals | 
fait is both univerſall andeyerlaſting; Ibeſeech you, Brethren, know thers that labvur a- | 
oO EET TWALLE, Tn, ER $7 | 

7 Shiefe praiſe is tobe able to give good advige ;, the next 15 totake 1t.Sanl 15} 
eafily induced tocondeſcend: He whoſecurioſiry led him voluntarily at laſt, to the| 
Wirch of Endor, is iow led at firſt by good counſell rothe man of God; neither 35} 
his care ingoing,lefle commendable Arp! his will to goe. Foras a man, that had bin| 
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Contemplations, | Lis, IT 


catechized not to goe unto God empty-handed,he aſkes, Phat Jhall we bring uno the A 
manWhat have we?The caſe is well alteredin our times:Eyery man thinks,what ma 

I keep back?There is no gaine ſo ſyeet,as of a robbed Altar; yerGods charge is no 
leſſeunder the Goſpet, Let him that i taught, make his Teacher prone of all. As this 
faithfull care of Saul was a juſt preſage of ſucceſſe,more then he looked for,of could 
expett; ſo the facrilegious unthankfulnefſe of many, bodes that ruine to their ſoule 
and eſtate, which they could not have grace to feare. 

- He that knew the Prophets abode,knew alſo the honor of his place,he could not 
but know that Samwel was a mixt perſon, The Judge of Iſrael,and the Seer:yet both 
Saul and his Servantpurpoſe to preſent him the fourth part ofaſhekell, ro the yalue 
of about our five pence. They hadlearned, that thankfulneſſe was nottobe meaſi- 
redof good men by the weight, but by the will of the Retributor: How much more 
will God accept the ſmall offerings of his weak Servants,when he ſees them proceed 
from great love? 

The very maids of the Citie can give dire&ion to the Prophet, they had liſtened 
after the holy affaires,they had heard of the Sacrifice, and could tell of the neceſſity 
of Samuels preſence: Thoſe that live withinthe Sun-ſhine of Relig'on,cannot bur be 
ſomewhatcoloured with thoſe beames: Where there is pradtice & example ofpiety 
in the better ſort;there will be a refle&ion of it upon the meaneſt : it is no ſmall be- 
nefit tolive inreligious and holy places,we ſhall be much roo blame, if all-goodneſle 
fall beſide us:Yea ſo ſkilfull were theſe Damrzels in the faſhions of their publike Sa- 
crifices, that they could inſtruct Sauland his Servant, unaſked, how the people 
would not eat, till Samnel came to blefle the Sacrifice. This meeting was not more a 
Sacrifice, then it was a Feaſt, theſe two agree well, we have never ſo muchcauſe ro 
rejoyce in feaſting,as when we have duely ſerved our God : The Sacrifice was a feaſt 
to God, the other to men; The body may eatand drink with contentment, when the 
ſoule hath beene firſt ted,and hath firſt feaſted the Maker of both:Go eat thy bread 
with joy,and drink thy drink with a merry heart,for God now accepteth thy works. 
The Sacrifice was before conſecrated, when it was offered to God; bur it was not 
conſecrated to them, till Samuel bleſſed ir, his bleſſing made that meare holy to the 
gueſts, which was formerly hallowed to God : All creatures were made good, and 
rook holineſſe from him,which gave them being : Our ſin brought thar curſe upon 
them,which(unleſle our prayers remove it)cleaves to them ſti!}, ſo as we receive the 
not without a curſe. We arc not our owne friends except our Prayers helpe to rake. 
that away,which our ſin hath brought, that ſo to the cleane all may be cleane : It is 
an unmannerly godleſneſſe, ro take Gods creatures without the leave of their Ma- 
er A well may God withhold his bleſſing from them, which have not the grace 
toaſke ir. 

Thole gueſts which were fo religious, that they would not eat their Sacrifice un- 
blefſed,mighr have bleſſed it themſelyes;Every man might pray, though every man 
might not ſacrifice; yet would they not either eat, or blefſe,whiles they looked for 
the preſence ofa Prophet. Every Chriſtian may ſan&ifie his owne meat, but where 
thoſe are preſent,that are peculiarly fanCtified to God, this ſervice is fitteſt forthem: 
It is commendable to teach Children the pratice of Thankſgiving, but the beſt is 
ever molt meet to bleſſe our rables, andthoſe eſpecially, whoſe office it is to offer 
our prayers to God. 

Little did Sa#/ think, that his comming and hiserrand was fo noted of God, as 
that it was fore-fignifiedunto the Propher,and now,behold Samuel is told aday be- 
 foreof the man, time, and place of his meeting. The eye of Gods providence is no 
lefle over all our actions,all our motions. We cannot go any whither without him, 
he tels all our ſteps; ſince it pleaſeth God therefore ro take notice of us, much more 
ſhould we take notice of him,and walk with him, in whom we move. Say came be- 
fide his expe&arion to the Prophet, he had no thought of any ſuch purpoſe, till his 
Servant made this ſudden motion unto him of viſiting Samuel, and yer God ſaies to 
his Prophet, 1will ſend thee aman out of the Land of Benjamin. The over-ruling hand | 
of the Almighty works us inſenſibly, and all our affaires to his owne ſecret derermi- 
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_ Saul and Samuels meeting. OE 
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E 


' nations;ſo as whiles we thinke todo our owne wills,we do his.Ourowne intentions 
we may know,Gods purpoſes we know not;we muſt gothe way that we are called, 
let him lead us to what end he pleaſeth; it is our duty to deſigne our ſelves and our 


of his decrees, The ſame God that fore-ſhewed Sax! to Samuel, now points to him 


wayes tothe diſpofition of God,” and patiently and thankfully to await the iſſue | 


(See,this the man,) and commands the Prophet to anoint him Governour over Iſ- 


a man,what a King he would be; yet he chooſerthim out, and injoynes his inun&i- 
on. It is one of the greateſt praiſes of Gods wiſdome, that he can turne the eyill of 
| men to his own glory. Adyancement is not ever a ſigne of love either to the man,or 
to the place. It had been better for Sas/,that his head had beene ever dry: ſome God 
raiſech up in jadgment,that they may fall the more uneaſfily;there are no men ſo mj- 

 ſerable,as thoſe that are grear and evill. 

Ir ſeemes that Samye/bore no great port in his outſide, for that Sau/not diſ- 
cerning him, . either by his habir, or attendants, comes to him, and afkes him 
for the Seer; yet was Samuel as yet the Judge of Iſrael, the ſubſtitution of his : 
Sonnes had not diſplaced himſelfe : There isan affable familiarity that becommeth 
Greatneſſe; It 1s not good for eminent perſons to ſtand alwaies upon the height 
of their ſtare, but ſo tobehave themſelves, that as their ſociable cariage may not 
_ contempt, ſo their oyer-highneſſe may not breed a ſervile fearefulnes in their 
people. 

How kindly doth Samuel entertaine and invite Sagl,yetitwas he only that ſhould 
receivewrong by the future royalty of Saul?W ho would not have looked that aged 
Samuel ſhould have emulated rather the glory of his young rivall, and have looked 
churliſhly upon the man that ſhould rob him of his authority? yer now,as if he came 
on pupoſe to gratifie him, he bids him to the feaſt, he honours him with the chiefe 
ſear, he reſerves a ſele& morſell for him,he tels him ingenuouſly the newes of his in- 
ſuing Soveraignty, (0 whom # ſet the deſire of all Iſrael, is it not upon thee and thy f4- 
thers houſe?) Wiſe and holy men,as they are not ambitious of their owne burden, ſo 
they arenot unwilling to be eaſed, when God pleaſeth to diſcharge them; neither 
can they envy thoſe whom God lifteth above their heads : 
honor, that are troubled with their owne freedome;, or grudge at the promotion of 
others. 


Propher, and how modeſtly doth he pur ic off, as that, which was neither fit,nor 
likely;diſparaging his Tribe in reſpe&ofthe reſt of Iſrael,his Fathers Family,in re- 
ſpe@ of the Tribe, and himſelfe in reſpe& of his Fathers Family; neicher did his 
humilicy ſtoope below the truth: For,as Benjamin was the youngeſt ſonne of Iſraell, 
ſo he was now by much,the leaſt Tribe of Iſrael ; They had nor yet recovered that 
| univerfall ſlaughter which they hadreceived fro the hands of their brethren, where- 


God chooſe the man, that ſhall command Iſrael;out of the rubbiſh of Bexjawin doth 
| God raiſe the Throne. That is not eyer the beſt and farreſt which God chooſerh, but 
that which God chooſeth is everthe ſitteſt ; theſtrengrth or weakeneſſe of meanes 1s 


rael-He,that told of Saw! before he came,knew before he came into the world,whar | 


| 
They make an Idoll of 


Doubtleſſe s4aulwas much amazed with this ſtrange ſalutation, and newes of the | 


| by a Tribe was almoſt loſt to Iſtael;yet even our of the remainder of Benjamin doth | 


-_ 


neither ſpur nor bridle to the determinate choyces of God,yea rather he holds it the! 
greateſt proofe of his freedome,andomniporency,to advance the unhkeheſt. It was 

nohollow and fained excuſe,that Saul makes roput off that, which he would faine in- 
joy,and to cauſe honour to follow him the more eagerly : It was the ſincere truth of 


ginnings are no ſound proofe of our proceedings and ending well:How often hath 
a baſhfull childchood endedin an impudencie of youth , a ſtrict entrance in 11- 
cenciouſneſſe, early forwardneſſe in Atheiſme ? There might beea Civillmeekneſſe 
| in Sal, truegrace there was not in him;they that be good,beare more fruit 13 their, 
age. | 


his humility, that ſo deje&ed him under the hand of Gods Prophet. Faire be-} 


Saul had but five pence in his purſe to give the Prophet: The Prophet after much | 


——— OO pe "mo ad. th Ly " 2 tt th —— 


| goodcheerc gives him the Kingdome, he beſtowes the oyle of royall conſecration | 
| on! 
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 (omtemplations, rs KIT: 
on his head.the Kiſſes of homage ups his face,and ſend Shim away rich in thoughts, , 
& expeCtation;$& now leſt his aftomiſhment ſhouldend in diſtruſt, he ſetles his afſi- 
rance,by forewarnings of thoſe events,which he ſhould find in his way:He tels him 
whom he ſhall meet,whar they ſhall ſay, how himſelfe ſhall be affetted;that all theſe, 
andhimſelfe might be ſo many witneſſes of his following Coronarion ; every word 
confirmed him. For well might he thinke, He that can foretell me the motions and 
words of others,cannot faile in mine; eſpecially when (as Samuel had propheſicd to 
himJhe found himſelfe to propheſie; his propheſying did enough foretell his King- 
dome. No ſooner did Samwe/turne his backe from Saul, but God gavehim another 
heart, lifting up his thoughts and diſpoſition to the pitch of a King ; the calling of 
God never leaves a man unchanged, neither did God ever imploy any man in his 
ſervice, whom he didnot enable ro the worke he ſet him; eſpecially thoſe whom he 
raiſeth up tothe ſupply of his owne place,and the repreſentation of himſelfe.It is no | 
marvell if Princesexcell the vulgaringifts,no lefſe rhan m dignity: Their Crownes| 
and their hearts are both in one and rhe fame hand ; If God did not adde to their 
powers, as well as their honours, there would be no equality. 
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The Fnauguration of Saul; _ 


RS ted : If once wee have notice of the willofGod, weetnay be confi- 
dent of the iſſtte : Theres no chance to the Almighty ; eyen caſtiall things areno 
lefſe neceſſary in their firſt cauſe,than the naturall, So farre did Sawl truſt the predi- 
Gion,and oyle of Sazzwel,that he hides him among the ſtuffe : He knew where the 
lots would light before they were caſt : This was but'a modeſt declination of that 
honour wich he ſaw muſt come;His very withdrawing ſhewed ſome expeRation; | 
why elſe ſhould he have hid himſelfe,rather than the other Iſraclires?yer could he 
not hope his ſubducing himſelfe, could diſappoint the purpoſe of God : Hee well 
knew, that he,which found out and deſigned his name amongſt the thouſands of If- 
rae],would eaſily finde out his perſon ina Tent: When once we know Gods decree, 
in vaine ſhall we ſtrive againſt it:Before we know it,it is indifferent forus to worke 
tothe likelieſt. 

I cannot blame Sas! for hiding himſelfe froma Kingdome,, eſpecially of Iſtael : 
Horijor is heavy;when it comes upon the beſt tearmes: How (hould itbe otherwiſe | 
when all mens cares are caſt upon one?but moſt of all in a troubled eſtate? No man 
can put to Sea without danger,but he that lancheth forth in atempeſt,can expe no- 
thing bnt the hardeſt event;ſach was the condition of Iſrael : Their old enerny the 
Philiſtims were ſtilled with that fearfull rhunder of God, asfinding what it was to 
war againſt the Almighty. There were adverſaries enough beſides in their borders: 
It was but an hollow truce, that was betwixt Iſrael and their Heatheniſhneighbors; 
and Nahaſh was now at their gates. Well did Saul know the difference betweene a 
peacefull government, and the perillous and weariſome tumulrsof war. The quie- 
reſt Throne is full of cares,burthe perplexed,of dangers. Cares and dangers drove 
S$4y/1nto this corner to hide his head from a Crowne-Theſe made him chuſerather 
to lyeobſcurely among the baggage of his Tent, thanto ſirglorioully in the Throne 
of State. This hiding could doe nothing but ſhew, that both he ſaſpe&ed leſt hee 
ſhould be choſen,and deſired he ſhould notbe choſen : Thar God from who the 


hils and the rockes could not conceale him, bringshim forth to the lighr, ſo much 


more longed for, as he was moreunwilling tobe ſtene, and more applanded.as he 
was more longed for. 


Now then when $ as is drawne forth in the middeſt of the eager. expetation of 
Iſracl, modeſty and godlineſſe ſhewed themſelves in his face : The preafe cannot 
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hide him,whom the ſtuffe had hid; As ifhe had beene made tobe ſcene, he over. 


the fhoulders upward was he higber then any of the people.) Iſrael ſees their lots are falne\: 
upon a noted man;one, whole perſon ſhewed, he was borne. to be a King, and now 
all the people ſhout for joy, they have their longing, andapplaud their owne hap- | 
pinefle,and their Kings honor:How eaſfie 1s itfor us to miſtake our owne. eſtates? to | 
rejoyce in that which we ſhal findthe juſt cauſe of our juſt humiliatio?The end of al 
thing is berter.then the beginning; the ſafeſt way is to reſerve our joy, till wehave| 


for having a bleſling,1f we know not how to uſe it? The office and obſervance ofa 
King was uncowth to Ifrael: Samue/therefore informes the people of their muruall 


vekie might have beenea warrant for their ignorance, and ignorance for neglect : 
there are reciprocall reſpects of Princes and people, whichaf they be not obſerved, 
government languiſheth into centuſion; theſe Samzxel faithfully teacheth them, 
Though he may net be their Judge, yer he will be their Prophet; he will inſtruc, if 
he may not rule; yea he will inſtru him that ſhall rule; there is noKing abſolute, 
burhe,that is the King ofall gods: Earthly Monarchs muſt walk by a rule, which if 
rey tranſgrefſe, they ſhall be accountable to him, that is higher the the high« ſt, who 
hath depured them. Nortout of care of civility, ſomuch as conſcience, muſt every 
Samuel labour to keep eeven terms berwixt Kings and SubjeQs,preſcribing iuſt mo 

deration tothe one,tothe other obedience and loyalty,which who ever endeavours 
ro trouble, 1s rone of the friends of God,or his Church. 

The moſt and beſtapplaud their new King, ſome wicked ones deſpiſed hin and 
faid, How ſhall he ſave us? It was not themight of his Parents, the goodlineſſe of his 
perſon, the priviledge of his lot, the fame of his propheſying, the panegyrickeof 
$ ixwucl,that could ſhield him from contempr, or winne him the hearts of all : There 
wasnever yet any man, towhom ſome teoke not exceptions; It isnot poflible ei 
ther to pleaſe or diſpleaſe all men, while ſome menar? in love with vice, as deep- 


contradiction, They well ſaw, $44 choſe not himſelfe, they ſaw him worthy to 
have beene choſen, if the Election ſhould have beene carried by voyces, and thoſe 
voyces by their eyes;they ſaw him unwilling to hold, or yeeld, when he was choſen: 
yerthey will envy him : What fault couldthey finde in him whom God had cho- 
|ſen? His parentage was equall, his perſon above them, his inward parts more a- 
bove then the ourward; Malecontents will rather deyiſe then want cauſes of fly- 
ing our, andrather then faile, the univerſall approbation of others is ground e 


good proofe ofthe worthinefle and firneſſe of the ohje&t. What are we the better | 


diyies,and writes them in a booke, andlayes itup before the Lord; otherwiſe, no- | 


ly.as others with vertue, and ſome (asill) diſlike vertue, ifnor for it ſelfe, yer for | 
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| 


fayour is more than peace; A mans comfort mult be in himfelf,the conſcience of de- 
ſerving well. 


eainſt Iſrael : Nahaſh comes up againſt Jabeſh Gilead : Nothing but grace can 
reach us ro make uſe of others Judgements ; Wicked men are not moved with 
ought, thar falls beſide them;they truſtnothing bac their own ſmart:What fearefull 
Judgementsdoth G OD execute every day ? reſolute ſinners take no notice of 
them, and are growne ſo peremprory, as if God hadneyer ſhewed diſlike oftheir 
wayes. 

The Gileadites were not mote baſe,then N«haſh the Ammonite was cruell : The 
Gileadires would buy their peace with ſerviliry, Nhaſb would ſell them a ſervile 
peace for their right eyes. Jephtha the Gileadire did yer ſticke in the ſtomacke of 
_Ammon,andnow they thinke their revenge cannot be too bloody: Iris a wonder 
thathe, which would offer ſo mercilefſe a condiriet! to Iſrael, would yeild to the 
morion ofany delay; He meant nothing but ſhame and death to the Iſraelites, ye! 


nough oftheir diſlike. Iris a vaine ambition of thoſe, that would be loved of all : | 
The ſpirit of God when he enioynes us peace,withal he addes,[ if it be poſlibleJand | 


The neighbouring Ammonites could not but hare heard of GOD S feareful! | 
vengeance upon the Philiſtims, and yet they will bee raking up the quarrell a- | 


| 


| 


<_ 


ſhe condeſcends toa ſevendayes reſpit: Perhaps his confidence made him thus care 
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Jeſſe, Howſoever it was the relitraint of God that gave this breath to Iſrael, and | þ 
this opportunity to Sauls courage and victory : The enemies of Gods Church can- 
not be ſo malicious as they would, cannot approve themſelves ſo malicious,as they 
are;God ſo holds them in ſomerimes, that a ſtander-by would thinke them fayour. 
able, The newes of Gileads diftreſſe had ſoone filled and afflicted Iſrael; the people 
think of no remedy bur their pitty andteares:Evills are eaſily grieved for,nor eaſily 
redrefſed : Onely Sal is more ſtirred with indignation then ſorrow; That God 
which put into him a ſpirit of prophecie,now puts into him a ſpirit of fortitude:He 
was before appointed to the Throne, not ſetled in the Throne; he followed the 
beaſts in the field, when he ſhould haye commanded men. 

Now asonethat would be a King no lefſe by merit, then eleion, he takes upon 
him.and performes the reſcue of Gilead ; he aſſembles Iſraell,heleads them, he rai- 
ſeth the fiege, breakes the troopes, cuts the throatsof rhe Ammonites. When God 
hath any exploit roperforme, he raiſeth up the hearr of ſome choſen Inſtrumenc 
with heroical motions for the atchieyment: When all hearts are cold and dead, it is a | 
ſigne of intended deſtruction, | 

This day hath made Saul a compleat King,andnow the thankfull Iſraelites begin 
to enquire after thoſe difcontented Mutiners,which had refuſed allegiance unto ſo 
worthy a Commander(Brine thoſe men, that we may ſ{ay them :) This {edition had de- 
ſerved death, though Saul had beene foiled at Gilead; but now his happy victory 
whets the people much more toa defire of this juſt execution.Saul,to whom the in- 
jurte was done, hinders the revenge, (There ſhalluo man ate this day, for to day the- 
Lord hath ſaved IſraeINthat his fortitude might not go beyond his mercy. How noble 
were theſe begigningsof SanPHis prophecie ſhewed him miraculouſly wiſe,his Bat- 
tell Md victory no lefle valiant, the pardon of his Rebels, as mercifull : There was 
not more power ſhewed in overcomming the Ammonites, then in overcommin 
himſelfe,and the impotent malice of thefe mutinous Iſraelites. Now Iſrael ſees they 
have a King, that canboth ſhedblood, and fpareit; that can ſhed the Ammonites 
blood,and ſpare theirs : His mercy winnes thoſe hearts, whom his valour could not. 
As in God,fo in his Deputies,Mercy and Juſtice ſhon!d be inſeparable: whereſoeyer 
theſe two go aſunder, government follows them into diftration,and ends in ruine. 
[fithad been a wronge offered to Samuel, the forbearance of the revenge had not 
beene ſo commendable; although upon the day of ſohappy a deliverance, perhaps it 
hadnot beeneſeaſonable: A man hath reaſon to be moſt bold with himſelfe;It is no 
praiſe of mercy ({ince it is a fault in Juſtice) ro remit another mans fatisfaQtion. his | 
owne he may. 
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SAMUELS conteſlation. 
: DD 0 onecan be a friend to himthatproſpereth : By this victory hath 
Res Salas well conquered the obſtinacy of his owne people: Now there is 
% ie DISE NO lſraelite that rejoyceth not in Se#!s Kingdome.No ſooner have they 
T.) 6951 done objefting to Saul, then Samuel begins toexpoſtulate with them: | | 
The fame day wherein they began to be pleaſed, God ſhewes himſelfe | 
| angry: All the paſſages of their proceedings offended him, he deferred to let them 
know it till now, that the Kingdome was ſetled, and their hearts lifted up : Now | 
doth God coole their courage and joy, with a backe-reckoning for their ferward- 
neſſe,God will notlethis people runne away with the arrerages oftheir ſinnes, but 
when they leaſt thinke of it,calls them to an account: All this while was God angry | 
withtheir rejection of Samvel;yer (as if there had beene nothing but peace)he gives | 
thema vitory over their enemies, he gives way totheir joy in their eletion; now 
He lets them know, thatafter their peace-offerings, he hath a quarrell with them. 
God may be angry enough with us,whiles we outwardly proſper-Ir isthe wiſdome 
of God to take his beſt advantages; He ſuffers us to goon, till we ſhould cometo en- 
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A | joy the fruit of our finne,till we ſeeme paſt the danger , either of conſcience or pu: 
niſhmenr;then(even when we begin to be paſt the feeling of our finne)we ſhall be- 
gin to feele his diſpleaſure for our finnes : This 1s onely where he loves, where he 
would both forgive and reclaime;he hath now ro do with his Iſrael : Bur where he 
meanes utter vengeance, he lers men harden themſelves toa reprobate ſenſſeſheſſe, 
and make up their own meaſure without contradiion,as purpoſing to reckon with 
chem but once for ever. | 
Samuel had diſſwaded them beforehe reproves them nor, untill now : Ifhe had | 
thus bent himſelfe againſt them,ererhe ſerling ofthe eleQion, he had troubled Iſrael 
| in that,which God took occaſion by their ſinne to eſtabliſh; His oppoſition would 
have ſavoured of reſpects to himſelfe, whom the wrong of this innovatien chiefly 
concerned: Now therefore when they are ſure of their King,and their King of the, 
when he hath ſer eaventermes betwixt them murually, he lets them ſee,how they 
wereat odds with God : Wee muſt ever diſlike finnes, wee may not ever ſhew it- 
Diſcretion in the choice of ſeaſons for reproving, is no leſſe commendable andne- 
ceſſary,then zeale and faithfulnefſe inreproving; Good Phy ſitians uſe not to eyacu- 
ate the body in extremities of heat or cold z wiſe Mariners do not hoiſe ſayles in. 
efery winde. 5 dog 
Firſt doth S«muel beginne to cleare his own innocence,cre he dare charge them 
with their ſfinne:He that will caſt a ſtone at an offender,muſt be free himſelfe,other- 
wiſe he condemnes,and executes himſelfein another perſon - The conſcience tops 
che mouth of the guilty man,and chokes him with that ſinne,which lyes in his own 
breſt,and having nor come forth by a penicent confeſ[15, cannot find rhe way outin 
a reprocf?, orif he doe reprove, he doth more ſhame himlſelfe, then reforme ano- 
ther. He that was the judge of Iſrae!, would not now judge himſelfe,but wouldbe 
judgedby Iſrael; Whoſe O xe have I taken? whoſe Aſſe have Itaken? or to whom have 1 
denewrong ? No doubt, Semuel found himielte guilty before God of many private 
| infirmiries,but for his publique carriage he appeales to men: A mans$heart can beſt 
judge of himſelfe;orhers can beſt indge of his actions. As another mans conſcierice 
and approbation cannot beare us out before God; ſo cannot our owne before then: 
For oft times that aCtion 1s cenſured by the beholders,as wrongfull, wherein we ap- 
pland our owne juſtice. Happy 1s that man, thatcan be acquitted by himſelfe in pri- 
vate,in publike by others,by God 1n both;ſtanders by may ſee more : It isvery ſafe 
for a man to looke into himlelfe by others eyes; in vaine ſhall a mans heart abſolye | 
him.that is condemned by his actions. 
It was not ſo much the tryall of his cariage,that Samuel appealed for,as his iuſti> 
fication;not for his owne comfort,ſo much as their conviction : His innocence hath 
not done him ſervice enough,unlefle it ſhame them, and make them confefle them- | 
ſelyes faulty. In ſo many yeares wherein Samuel judged Iſrael, it cannot be,but ma- 
| ny thouſandcauſes paſſed his hands,wherein both parties cou!d not poſſibly be plea- 
| ſed; yet ſo cleere doth he find his hearr,8& hands, thathe dare make the grievedpart 
judges of his judgment: A good conſcience will make a man undauntedly confident, 
| and dare put him upon any tryal, where his owne heart ſtrikes him nor, it bids him 
| challenge all the world,and rake up all commers. How happy a thing is it for aman 
'Þ | tobe his owne friend,and patron? He needs not to feare forraine broyles, that isat 
j [| peace at home : Contrarily, he that hath a falſe and foule heart, lyes at every mans] 
mercy;livesſlaviſhly, and is faine to dawbe up a rotten peace with the baſeſt condi- 
rions. Truth is not afraid of any light,and therfore dare ſuffer her waresto be caryed 
from a dim ſhop-board uato the ſtreer doore : Perfet gold will be but the purer 
with trying, whereas falſhood being a worke of darkeneſſe, loves darkenefle, and | 
therefore ſeeks where it may work cloſeſt, - Rn and 
This very appellati cleared Samuel, but the peoples atteſtati6 cleared him more: | 
Innocence and uprightneſſe becomes eyery man well,but moſt publike perſons, who 
ſhall be elſe obnoxious to every offender. The Throne and the Pulpit (of all places) | 
call for holineſſe,no more for example of good, then for hberty of controlling evill: | 
| All Magiſtrates ſwearero doe that, which Samuel proteſted he hath done; if m | 
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oath were ſo verified,as Samnels proteſtation,it were a ſhame for the State not to he A 
happy:The ſinnes of our Teachers are the teachers of ſinne;the finnes of Governors | 
doe both command,and countenance evill. This very acquiting of Samuel was the 
accuſation of themſelyes:For how could it bee bur faulty tocaſt off a faultleſſe Go. | 
vernour?If he had not taken away an Oxe,or an Af from them, why do they take} 
away his authority ? They couldnot have thus cleared Sax/at the endof hisraigne, 
Ir wasjuſt with God, ſince they were weary ofa juſt Ruler, to puniſh them with an 
unjuſt. | 

He that appealed to them for his own uprightneſle,durſt tot appeale to them for 
their owne wickedneſſe, bur appeales to Heaven fro them. Men are commonly flat. | 
rerersof their owne caſes:It muſt be a ſtrong evidence that will make a ſinner con- 
vided in himſelfe:Nature hath ſo many ſhifts to coozen it ſelfein this fpiritnal yer- 
di&,chat unleſſe it be taken in the manner,it will hardly yeeld toa truth; either ſhee 
willdenie the fa&, or the fault, or the meaſure ; And now in this caſe they might 
ſceme to have ſomefaire ptetences:For though Samuel was righteous, yethis ſonnes 
werecorrupt. Tocut off all excuſes therefore,Samaeclappeales to God (the higheſt 
Judge)for his ſentence of their ſinne,and dares truſt to a miraculous convidtion, It 
was now their Wheat-Harveſt:the hot and drie aire of their climate didnot wont to | 
afford in that ſeaſon ſo much moiſt yapour,as might raiſe acloud either for raine,or 
thunder-He that knew God could, and would do beth theſe, without the helpe of 
ſecond cauſes, puts the triall ypon this iſſue, Had not Samuel before conſulted with 
his Maker,& received warrant for his a&,it had been preſumption and tempting of 
God,which was now a noble improvement of faith : Rather then Iſracl ſhould goe 
cleare away with a fin, God will accuſe andarraigne them from heaven. No ſooner 
hath Samwels yoyce ceaſed, then Gods voyce begins : Every crack of thunder fpake 
judgement againſt the rebellious Iſraelites, andevery drop of raine, a witneſſe of 
their ſin; and now they fonnd they had diſpleaſed him, which ruleth in the Hea- 
ven,by rejeting the man that ruled for him on Earth: The thundring voice of God, 
rhat had lately in their fight confounded the Philiſtims, they now underſtoodto 
ſpeake fearefullthings againſt them.No marvell, ifnow they fell upon their knees, 


not t0.S«4/ whom they had choſen;but ro Samnel,who being thus caſt off by them,is 
thus countenanced in Heaven. 


SaUuLs Sacrifice. 


LESY O D never meant the KingJome ſhould either ſtay long in the Tribe of 
on = Benjamin:or remove ſuddenly from the perſon of Sau/;Many yeares did 
9 (9 5-%/reigne over Iſrael; yet God compures him but two yeares a King : 
IC WO That is not accounted of God to be done, which is not lawfully done; | 
= when God, which choſe $aul, reje&ted him,he was no more a King, but | 
a Tyrant:Ifrael obeyed him ſtill,but God makes noreckoning of him, as his Depu- 
tie,but as an Uſurper, | 
{| . Saul was of good yeares, when he was adyanced to the Kingdome:His Son 10n4- 
| hay, the firſt yeare of his Fathers Raigne, could lead a thonſand Ifraelites into the 
| field, and give a foyle to the Philiſtims:And now Iſrael could not thinke themſelyes 
lefſe happy im their Prince, thenin their King; 1ovathan is the Heyre of his Fathers 
vitory,as well as of his valour, andhis eſtate. The Philiſtims were quier after thoſe 
|firſtthunder-claps,all the time of Samuels government, now they beginne to ſtirre 
under $4xl, | 
| How utterly is Iſracldiſappeinted in their hopes ? That ſecurity and protettion, 
which they promiſed themſelves in the name of a King,they found ina Prophet, fai- 
led of in a Watrior; They were more ſafe under the mantle,then nnder armes:both 
enmitie and fafeguard are from heaven,goodneſſe hath beene ever a ſtronger guard 
then yalour:Itis the ſare(t policy alwales to have peace with God. 
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L1s, XII. Sauls ſacrifice, 
A | We find by the ſpoiles,that the Philiſtims had ſome bartels with Iſfael which are 

not recorded : After the thunder had ſcared them into a peace.and reſtitution of all 
the bordering Cities, from Ekron to Gath, they had taken new heart.and fo beſla- 
ved Iſrael,that they had neither weapon nor Smith left amongſt them, yer even in 
this miſerable nakednes of Ifrael, have they both foughr,and overcome.Now might 
you have ſeenthe unarmed Iſraelites marching with their Slings,and Plough-ſtaves 
and Hooks,and Forkes,and other inſtruments of their haſbandrie,againſt a mighty 
and well furniſhed enemy,and returning laded both with Armes and Victory. No 
Armour is of proofe againſt rhe Almighty,neicher is he unweaponed, that caries the 
revenge of God: There is the ſame diſadyantage in our ſpirituall conflicts ; we are 
turned naked to principalities and powers; whilſt we goe under the condn& of the 
B | Prince of our peace, we cannot but be bold and victorious. 
Vaine men thinke toover-power God with munition and multitude : The Phili- | 
ſtims are nor any way more ftrong,than in conceit : Thirty thouſand Chariors,fixe 
thouſand Horſemen, Footmen like the ſand for number, makes them ſcorn Iſrael no 
lefle,then Iſrael feares them. When I ſee the miraculous ſacceſſe, which had bleſſed | 
the Iſraelices,in all their late conflicts with theſe very Philitims, with the Ammo: | 


-., 
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nites, I cannot but wonder,how they could feare : They,which in the time of their 
ſinne found God to raiſe ſuch Trophees over their enemies, runne now into Caves. 

| {and Rocks,and Pits,to hide them from the faces of men,when they found God re- TWRat 3). | 1 
conciled, and themſelyes penitent. No I{raelite but hath ſame cowardly blood in "0 13 8s 
him : If we hadno feare, faith would have no maſtery ,yet theſe tearcfull iſraclites RT 0 

C | ſhall cut the throats of thoſe confident Philiſtims: Doubr & reſolution are not meet WIG ; 

meaſures ofour ſucceſſe: A preſumptuous confidence goes commoly bleeding home, FE bs! 
when an humble feare returnes 1n triumph. Feare drives thoſe Iſraelites, which dare * 15; 0 OY 


ſhew their heads,out of the Caves unto Sas/, and makes them cling unto their new FRAY W Rr 
King : How troubleſome were the beginnings of Sus honour ? Surely, if that man Lf: by 
had not exceeded Iſrae1no lefſe in courage,then in ſtature,he had now hid himſelfe 


ina Cave,which before hid himſelfe among the ſtuffe : Bur now, though the/Iſrae-! F (ol og 
lites ran away from him,yet he ran not away from them) : It was not any doubt of WTO 1 
Sauls yalour,that put his people to their heeles, it was the abſence of Samee/, If the EY! 
Prophet had come up, Iſrael would never have run away from their King - Whiles BEHR bi 
they had a Samwelalone,they were never well till they had a Saul, now they have a | HO 


D | Saul,they are as far from contentment. becauſe they want a Samue/;unlefle both joyn | " 
rogether,they rhink there can be no ſafety, Where the Temporal and Spiritual State | 
combine not together, there can follow nothing bur diſtraction in the people : The $4 
Prophets receive and deliver the will of God, Kings execute jt : The Prophets are WH! 
dire&ed by God, the people are directed by their Kings. Where men doe not ſee | 
God before them in his Ordinances,their hearts Gannor bur faile them, bothin their 
reſpeds to their ſuperiours,and their courage in themſelues. Piety is the Mother of 
perfed ſubjedtion : As allauthority is derived from heaven, ſo it is thence eſtabli- | | AN; 2 
ſhed ; Thoſe Governours that would command the hearts of men,muſt ſhew them WNT 
| |Godintheir faces. | EIS 
No L[ſraclite can thinke himſelffafe without a Prophet: Sau! had given them good PR 
E | proofe of his fortitude,in his late vitorie over the Ammonites, butthen Prociama- 
| |tion was made before the fightrhrough all the Countrey, that every man fhould 
| come up after Say{and Samuel: If Samwel had not been with Saul, they would rather 
have ventured the lofſe of their oxen, than the hazard of theſelves. How much lefle wt 8 
ſhould we preſame of any fafery in our ſpiritualcombats, when we bave nota Pro- | | 2 RIG. 
phet to lead ns? Irisall one (faving that it fayoursof more contempt) not to have | +. 
Gods Seers,and not to uſe them : Hee can be no true Iſtaeljte,thatis not diſtrefled. ' "800 
with the want of a Samuel. ESR &W1 
As one that hadlearned to begin his rule in obedience, Sau/ſtayes ſeven dayes in | | Th! v Ji 
Gilgal,according to the Prophets dire&ion,and ſtill he lookes long for Sezwel which | -  FI08 
had promiſed his preſence; fixe dayes he expeds.8 part ofthe ſeventh, yet Samnel * Ap, 
15 not come : The Philiſtims draw neere, > nr runne away, Same! comes | 
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| den,and inwardfrom all eyes,but Gods. If Saul were among the Prophets before, 


| have done thus, but by direction from his Maſter-Ir 1s the ordinary courſe of Godto | D 


Contemplations, - Sir MLL | 
nor,they mult fight,God mult bee ſupplicated, what ſhould Sa/ doe ? rather than | A 
God ſhould want a facrifice,and the people fatisfaction, Saul will command thar, 
which he knew Samuel would,ifhe were preſent, both command, and execute - Iris 
not poſlible(thinks he)that God ſhould be diſpleafed with a ſacrifice, he cannot bur 
be diſplcaſed with indeyotion - Why doe the people ron from me, but for want of 
meanes to make God ſare?What ſhould Samwe! rather wiſh, than that we ſhould be 
godly? The adt ſhall be the ſame,the onely difference ſhall be in the perſon : If $4. : 
muelbe wanting tous,we will not be wanting to Gad, it is but an holy prevention 
robe devout unbidden : Upon this conceit he commands a ſacrifice; Saxls ſins make * 
no great ſhew,yet are they ſtill hainouſly taken,the impiety of them was more hid-' 
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will he now be among the Prieſts ? Can there be any deyotion in diſobedience? 
vaine man!What can it avalle thee to ſacrifice to God againſt God? Hypocrites reſt 
only in formalities; If the outward act be done, it ſufficeth them,though the ground 
be diſtruſt, the manner unreverence, the cariage preſumption. 
What then ſhould Saul have done? Uponthe truſt of God and Samuel he ſhould 
have ſtaid out the laſt houre, and have ſecretly ſacrificed himſelfe, and his prayers 
unto that God, which loves Obedience above ſacrifice. Our faith is moſt commen- 
dable in the laſt act; It tsno praiſe to hold our, unrill we be hard driven : Then, 
when we are forſaken of meanes,to live by faith in our God,is worthy of a Crown: 
God will haye no worſhip of our deviſing,we may only doe what he bids us,not bid 
what he commands not.Neverdid any true piety ariſe out of the corruptpuddle of | 
mans braine; If it low not from Heaven, it is odious to Heaven : What was it, that | C 
did thus taint the valour of Sau! with this weakneſſe,but diſtruſt? He ſaw ſome Iſrae- | 
lites goe,he thought all would goe;he ſaw the Philiſtims come, he ſaw Samuel came | 
not, his diffidence was guilty of his miſdevotion: There is no finne,that hath not his | 
groundfrom unbeleefe; Thisas it was the firſt infeftion of our pure nature, © isthe | 
true ſource of all corruption; man could not ſinne, if he diſtruſted nor. 
The facrifice is no ſooner ended, than Samwel is come : and why came he no ſo0- | 
ner ? He could not be a Seer, and not-know how much he was lookt for, howtrow | 
bleſome and dangerous his abſence muſt needs be; He,that could tell Saw!, that hee | 
ſhould propheſie,could tell, that he would ſacrifice; yet hee purpoſely forbeares to! 
come, for the tryall of him,that-muſt bee the Champion of God. Semuc/ durſt not: 


4 


prove us by delayes,and to drive to exigents,that we may fhew what we are : Hee 
that anointed Saw/,might lawfully from God controll him-There muſt be diſcretion | 
there may not be partiality in our cenſures of the greateſt: God makes difference of | 
lins,none of perſons:if we make difterenceof fins according toperſons, weeareun- | | 
faithfull both to God and man, Scarce is Sau! warm in his Kingdome,when he hath | 
even loſt 1r. Samuels firſt words after the inauguration,are of Saals rejection,and the 
choice and eſtabliſhment of his Succeflor : It was ever Gods purpoſe to ſettle the 
Kingdome in Judah : He that rooke occaſion by the peoples ſin to raiſe up Sas/ in | 
Benjamin,takes occaſion by Seuls ſinne to eſtabliſh the Crowneupon David. In hu-; 
mane probability the Kingdome was fixed upon Sax/, andhis more worthy Sonne: 
In Gods Decree it did but paſſe through the hands of Benjamin to Judah. Beſides | E 
trouble, how fickle are theſe earthly glories ? Sa#l doubtleſſe lookt upon 1enathan, 
as the Inheritorof his Crowne; and behold, ere his peaceable Poſſefion. hee hath 
loſtit from himſelfe : Our ſinnes ſtripus notof our hopes in heaven only ,butof our 
earthly bleſſings; The way ro entaile acomforrable proſperity upon our Sced after 
us, 15 our conſcionable obedience unto God. | 


| 


| 
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=2, T is no wonder if Sae/s courage were much cooled with the heavy 


news of his rejection - After this he ſtayes under the Pomgranate tree 
&& in Gibeah : Hee ſtirres not rowards the Garifon of the Philiſtims : As 
2& Hope is the motherof Fortitude,ſo nothing doth more breed coward- 
linefſe, than deſpaire : Every thing diſmayes that hearr, which God 
harh put our of protetion. Worthy 7onathan (which ſprung from Szs/ as ſame 
ſweet Impe growes out of a Crabſtocke) istherefore full of valour, becauſe full of 
faith : He well knew,that he ſhould have nothing, bur diſcouragements from his fa- 
thers feare :as rather chooſing therefore, ro avoide all the blockes that miyhr lye in 
the way,then to leape over them, he departs ſecretly without the diſmiſſion of his 
Father, or notice of the people; onely God leads him, and his Armour-bearer fol- 
lowes him. O admirable faith of /o»athav, whom neither the ſteepnefſe of Rockes, 
nor the multitude of enemies can diffwade from fo unlikely an affault ! Is ir poſſible, 
that ewo men,whereof one was weaponleſle, thoulddare to think of incountring ſo 
many thoufands ? O Divine Power of Faith, that in all difficulties and atremprs, 
makes'a man more than men, and regards no more armiesof men, than ſivarmesof 
flyes ! There is no reſtraint tothe Lord (faith he) ro ſave with many, or by few : It 
was not ſo great newes,that Sasl ſhould be amongſt the Prophets,as that ſutha word 
ſhould come from the Sonne of Saul. 

Ifhis Father had had bur ſo much Divinity, he had not ſacrificed : The ſtrength 
of his God, is the ground of his ſtrengrhin God; The queſtion is not, what 7owthas 
can doe,but what God can doe, whofepower is not in the meanes, bur in hiraſelte : 
"That mans faith is well underlaid, that upholds it ſelfe by the Omniporency of God; 
thus the Father of the fairhfull builc his affurance upon thepower of the Almighty. 
| But many things God can doe, which he will not doe; How knoweſt thou, !onathey, 
that God will be as forward, ashe is able,to give thee victory ? For this(faith hee) I 
have a watch-word from God, out of rhe mouthes of the Philiſtims : If they ſay, 
Come #p, we will goeup; forGod hath delivered them into our hands : IF they ſay, 
Tarry, till we come to you,ve will fland ftil: Ionathan was too wile to truſt unto a caſuall 
preſage : There might be ſome farre fetchrconje&ures of the event from the word, 
We will come to you, was a threat of reſolution;Come you to us, was a challenge of 
feare; or perhaps, Come up ts #5, was a word of inſulration, from them, that truſted 
ro the inacceſſibleneſſe of the place,& multitudes of men. Inſultation is from pride, 
pride argued a fall,but faith hath nothing to do with probabilities,as that,which ac- 
knowledgeth no Argument, but demonſtration; It there had not beenean inſtin& 
from God of this afſaced warrant of ſucceſſe, 19nathas had preſumed, in ſtead of 
beleeving , and hadtempred tharGOD, whom hee profeſſed to glorifie by his 
truſt. 

There can be no faith, where there is no promiſe, and where there 15 a promiſe, 
there can be no preſumprion : Words are voluntary; The tongues of the Philiſtirns | 
were asfree to ſay,Tarry, as Come: ThatGod,m whom ourvery tongues move,over- 
ruled them ſo,as now they (ball ſpeak that word, which ſhall cur their owne throats: | 
They knew no more harm'in Cowe,than Tarry;both were alike ſafe for che ſound,for | 
the ſenſe;bur he,rhat pur aſignification of their ſlaughter inthe one,norin the other 
did put that word into their mouth, whereby they might invite their owne deſtru- | 
&ion. The diſpoſition of our words are from the providence of the Almighty:God 
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| and ourhearts have not alwayes the ſame meaning inour ſpeeches: In thoſe words; | 
| whichwe ſpeak at randome,or our ofaffetation,God hath a further drifr of his own 
glory, and perhaps our judgement. NERUY. men ſay, Our rongues are out _ 
_— Siſſ2 _ | they. 


% 


_— 


| Contemplations, Gris. XII. 


they could not fay {o, but from him, whom they defie in ſaying fo, and whomate 


their rongue their executioner., © 
No ſooner doth 1enathan heare this invitation, then he anſwers it : Hee, whoſe 
hands had learned never to faile his heart, puts himſelte upon his hands and knees tg 
climbe up into this danger:the exploit was not more dithcult,than the way,the pain 
of the paſſage was equall to the perill of the enterprize; that his faith might equally 
criumph over both : he doth not ſay, how ſhall I get up, much leſte;which way ſha 
I get downe againe? buras ifthe ground were levell, and the action dangerleffe, he 
puts himſelf into the view of the Philiſtims : Faith 1s never fo glorious, as when ic 
hath moſt oppoſition,and will not ſee it:Reaſon lookes eyer to the meanes,Fairh to! 
the end; and inſtead of conſulting,how to effect, refolres what (ball be effeted.The 
way to heaven is more ſteepe, more painfull : OGod! how perilous a paſſage haſt 
thou appointed for thy labouring Pilgrims?If difficulties will diſcourage us,we ſhal] 
but climbe to fall : When we are lifting up our foot to the laſt ſtep, there are the 
Philiſtims of death,of temprations,to grapple with:give us bur faith, and turne us 
looſe to the ſpight either of Earthor Hell. Wo 
Tonathan is now on the top of thehill,and now,as if he hadan army at his heelex, 

he flyes upon the hoft of the Philiſtims;his hands that might have been weary with 
climbing.are immediately commandedto fight,and deale as many deaths as blowes, 
to the amazed enemie : Hee needs not walke far for this execution ; Himlſelfe, and 
his Armour-bearer in one halfe acres ſpace have flaine twenty Philiſtims. Tt is nor 
long ſince 9u4thas {mote their Gariſonin the hill of Geba, perhaps, from that time 
his name and preſence carryed terror in it; but fure if the Philiſtims had not ſeene 
and felt more than a man in the face and hands of Toathan, they had not fo eaſily 
grovelled indeath : The blowes and ſhriekes cannot bur affect the next,who with a 
ghaſtly noiſe ranne away from death,and affright their fellowes no lefe then them- 
ſelvesare affrighted. The clamour and feare runs on like fire in a traine,to the very 
formoſt rankesz Every man would flye,and thinkes there is ſo much more cauſe of 
flight,for that his eares apprehend all, his eyes nothing: Each man thinks his fellow 
ſtands in his way, and therefore. inſtead of turning upon him which was the cauſe: 
of their flight, they bend their ſwords upon thoſe whs they imagine to be the hin- 
derers of their flight;and now a miraculous aſtoniſhment hath made-the Philiſtims, 
Tonathans Champions, and Execationers; Hee followes, and kills thoſe which hel- 
ped to kill others; and the more he killed, the more they feared, and fled, and the 
more they killed each other 1n the flight : and rhat feare ir\elfe might prevent 7e- 
zathanin killing them, theEarthit ſelfe trembles under. them. Thus doth God at 
once ({trike them with his owne hand, with 1ozathars, with theirs; and makes them 
runne away from life, whiles they would flpe from an enemy : Where the Almigh- 
ty purpoſes deſtruction to any people, he needs not call in forrain powers, he needs 
not any hands or weapons, but their owne; He can make vaſt bodies die no other 
death, then their owne waight : We cannot be ſure tobe friends among our ſelyes, 
whiles God is our enemie. . Nr Ry 

_ The Philiſtims flye faſt,but the newes of their flight over-runnes them evenunto 
Sauls Pomegranate Tree : The Watchmen diſcerne afarre off, a flight & execution: 
fearch is made, 7onathan is found miſſing; Saul will conſult with the Arke:Hypocrites 
while they have leiſure,will perhaps be holy : For ſome firs of deyotion they cannot 
be bettered. But when the tumult encreaſed, Sauls piety decreaſes : It is now no 
ſeaſon totalke with a Prieſt;withdtaw thine hand 4baiah,the Ephod muſt give place 
ro Armes:It1 more time to fight than to pray;what needs he Gods guidante,when 
he ſees his way before him?He that before would needs facrifice ere he fought, will 
now inthe other extreame, fight ina wilfull indeyotion: Worldly minds regard ho- 
ly duties no further,then may ſtand with their owne carnall-purpoſes: Very eaſie oc- 
calions ſhall interupt them in their religious intentions; like unto children whichif 
aBird doe butflyein their way, caſt their eye from their booke. _ 

_ Butif Saul ſexye not God in one kind, he will ſerye him in another, if he honour 
? him notby attending on the Arke,he will honour him by a vow - His negligence 
—_ PEE STEI Enna mapany WS A _ the 
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A | the one, isrecompenced with rhe zealein the other. All Iſrael is adjured not to cate 
any food untill the evening:Hypocrilie is ever maſked with a blinde and thankleſſe 
zeale:To wait upon the Ark,andconfult with Gods Prieſt inall caſes of importance, 
| Was A diret comandement of God; To cate no food in the parſuit of their enemies 
wasnot commanded : Saw/ leaves that which he was bidden, and does that which he 
was not required: Toeate no food all day was more difficulr,than toattend an houre 
upon the Arke; The voluntary ſervices of Hypocrites are many times more paine- 
fall, than the duties enjoyned by God. Y 
In what awe did all Iſrael ſtand of the Oath even of Saul? It was not their owne 
vow, but Sazls for them;yer comming into the wood, where they ſaw the Honey | 
dropping,and found the mear as ready as their appetite; they dare not touch thar 
ſaſtenance,8& will rather endure famine,8 fainting,than an indiſcreer curſe. Doubt- 
lefſe God had brought thoſe Bees thither on purpoſe to try the conſtancy of Iſrael ; 
Iſrael could not but thinke(that which 7onathaz faid)that the vow was unadyiſed & 
injurious:yet they will rather die than violate it-How ſacred ſhould we hold the ob- 
ligation of our owne yowes in things juſt and expedient,when the bond of anothers 
raſh vow is thus indifſoluble. 

There was a double miſchiefe followedupon Sauls oath, an abatement of the vi- | 
ory,and eating with the bleod:For,on the one ſide, the people were fo faint that 
they were more likely to die,than kill;they could neither run,nor ſtrike in this em- 
ptineſſe; Neither handsnor feet can doe their office,when the ſtomackis negletted- 
On the other,an unmeer forbearance cauſes a ravenous repaſt:Hunger knowes nei- 
ther choice,nor order,nor meaſure:The one of theſe was a wrong to Iſrael, the other 
was a wrong done by Iſrael to God : Sasls zeale was guilty of both : A raſhvow is 
ſeldome ever free from inconyemience : The heart that hath unneceſſarily intangled 
it ſelfe, drawes miſchiefe either upon it ſelfe or others. 

Tonathan was ignorant of his fathers adjuration,he knew no reaſon why he ſhould 
not refreſh himſelfe in ſo profitable a ſeryice, with a little taſt of Honey upon his 

Speare: Full well had he deſerved this unfought dainty; and now behold his Honey 
1s turnedinto Gall : if it were ſweet in the mouth, it was bitter inthe foule; if the 
eyes of his body were enlightned,the light of Gods connrenice was clouded by this 
att. After he heard of the oath, he pleades juſtly againſt ir,the loſe of fo faire anop- 
portunity of revenge,and the trouble of Iſrael; yet neither his reaſons againſt the 
Oath,nor his ignorance of the Oath,can excuſe himfrom a finne of 1gnorance in vi- 
olating that, which firſt he knew not,and then knew unreaſonable.Now Sauls leiſure 
would ſerve him to aſke counſell of God; As before Saul would not enquire,ſo now 
God will not anſwer:Well might Sas/ have found finnesenow of his owne,whereto 
to impute this ſilence: Hehath grace enough to know that God was offended,and to 
oueſſe at the cauſe of his offence : Sooner will an Hyporrite finde out another mans | 
 ſinne then his owne;& now he ſweares more rafhly to punaſh with dearh,the breach 
of that,which he had ſworne raſhly. The lots were caſt, and Sas/ prayes for the des- | 
cifion ; 1onathay is taken: Even the prayers of wicked menare ſometimes heard, al- | 
though in juftice,not in mercy : Sa#l himſelfe was puniſhed not a little,in the fall of 
this lot apon 70nathan;Surely Saul ſinned more in making this vow, than 10nathes in 
breaking it unwittingly, and now the father ſmarts for the raſhneſſe of his double | 
vow,by the unjuſt ſentence of death upon ſo worthy a ſonne:God had never ſingled 
out 1onathan by his lot,if he had not been diſpleaſed with his a&t:Vowes raſhly made | 
| may not be rafhly broken; If the thing we have vowed be not evill in ic ſelf,or1n the | 
effe&,we cannot violare it withovt evill. Ignorance cannot acquit,ifit can abate our 
 finne. Iris like, if 1ovathen had heard his fathers adjuration,he had nottranſgreſſed; 
| hisabſenceat the timeof that Oath,cannot excuſe him from diſpleaſure: What ſhall 
| become of thoſe, which may know the charge of their heavenly Father,and wil not? 
To | which doe know his charge, and will not keepeit? Aﬀecarion of ignorance , and. 
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willing diſobedience, is deſperate. 
| | Death was too harda cenſure for ſuchan unknowne offence - The cruell piety of 


| | Saul willrevenge the breach ofhis own charge, ſoas he would be loath-God ſhould | 
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(ontemplations, L1>.XI1, 
avenge on himſelfthe breach of his divine command.If 79nathan hadnot found ber- 
ter friends than his father, ſonoble a viory had beene recompenced with death . 
He that ſaved Iſrael from the Philiſtims,is ſaved by Iſrael from the hand of his Fa. | 
ther:Saal hath (worn 7onathans death, the people contrarily ſear his preſervati;his 
Kingdome was not yet ſo abſolute; that he could runne away with ſounmerc;. 

fall a Faſtice; their Oath that ſayoured of diſobedience prevailed againſt | 

his Oath that favoured too ſtrong of cruelty : Neither doubt, bur 
Saul was ſecretly not diſpleaſed withthis loving reſi- 
| ſtance - So longas his heartwas nor falſe ro 
his Oath, he conld not be ſory 
that 1ovathan ſhould 
live. 
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TO THE RIGH 


HONOVRABLE, SIR 
Thomas Edmonds 


KNIGHT, TREASVRER OF 
HIS MAIESTIES HOVSHOLD, 
AND OF HIS MOST 

'7. Honourableprivy 


Councell. 


| | | 
ftill bonouring thoſe that honour him,and both reſcutng Tnnacence, 


RIGHT HONOURABLE: 


FE Fier your long and bappy acquaintance 
JOE || with other( ourts,and Kingdoms, may | 


DMWVGA\ DEW i pleaſe you to compare withthem the 
VIS MER ea o/tate of old Fjrael ; You ſhall find the 
Il 27 lacs Ell ame hand ſwaying all Scepters, and 
\ you ſhall meet with ſuch a proportion of 
z—\ VA} diſpoſitions, and occurrences, that yo 
Fry will ſay, men are ſtill the ſame,tf their 

CEE ESD names and faces differ i You ſhall find 

Envy and eMntabilxty ancient Courtiers : and ſhall ae 
the Vices of men flill alive,if themſelves die ; You ſhall ſee God 
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A A & —F]Od holds it no derogation from his mercy to beare a quarrel| 
, SA long, where hee hates : Hee, whole anger to the veſlelsof 
wrath,is everlaſting,even in temporall judgment revengeth 
late : The ſinnes of his owne children are no ſooner done, 
and repented of, then forgotten ; but the malicious ſinnes 
of his enemies ſticke faſt in an infinite difpleaſure. (1 remen- 
ber what Arnalek didto Tirael , how they laid wait for them by 
the way , as they came np from Fgypt :) Alas, Lord (might 


names , the fact was ſo farre from our conſent , that it is almoſt paſt the memory 
of our hiſtories. Ir 1s not in the power of time to raze out any of the arrerages of 
God : we may lay up wrath for our poſteritie : Happy 1s that childe , whoſe proge- 
nitors are in heaven,hee is left an inheritor of bleſling together with eſtate,whereas 
wicked anceſtors loſe the thanke of a rich patrimony , by rhe curſe that attends it: 
Hee that thinkes becauſe puniſhment is deferd, that God hath forgiven, or forgot | 
his offence, is unacquainted with juſtice, and knowes not, that time makesno dif- 
ference 1n crernity. 

The Amalekites were wicked Idolaters, and therefore could not want many | 
preſent finnes, which deſerved their extirpation. That God, which had raken norice | 
of all their offences, picks our this one noted ſinne of their forefathers, for revenge : | 
Amongſt all their indigniries,this (all beare the name of their judgement: As in le- | 
gall proceedings with malefaRors,one inditement found, gives the ſtile of their con- | 
 demmation. Inthe lives of thoſe, which are notoriouſly wicked, Godcannot looke | 

beſides a finne, yet when he drawes toan exccution,he faſtens his ſefitence upon one | 
evill as principall , others as acceſfaries , ſo as at the laſt, one ſinne which perhaps | 
» wee make no account of, ſhall pay for all. | | 

The paganiſh Idolatries of the Amalekites could not but bee greater ſinnes to | 
God, then their hard meaſare to Iſrael , yer God ſers.rhis upon the file , whiles | 
the reſt are nor recorded; Their ſaperſtitionsmightbee of ignorance,thisſinne was | 
of malice: Malicious wickedneſfes of all others,as they are in greateſt oppolitionto | 
the goodnefſe and nierey of Gad,ſhall be ſure of the paiment ofgreateſt vengeance, | 
The deteſtation of God may be meaſured by hisrevenge ( ſlay both man, and woman, | 
both infant and ſuckling,both 0 xt,aud Sheepe, Camell, and 4fſe )notthemſclves, onely,} 


| 


Amalek ſay ) they were our forefathers , wee neuer knew their faces , no not their | 


but every thing that drew life either from.cherm , or fortheir uſe, muſtidyc Babs | 
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(ontemplations. L1sB, XII, 

p — — 

the God of mercy ſpeakes ſuch bloody words, the provocation muſt neets be ye. a 
hement : ſinnes of infirmitie doe but mutter ; _ ſpzghtkall finnes cry loud for judge-| 
mentin the cares of God : Prepenſedmalice in courtsof humane juſtice agorayates 

the murther,and ſharpens the ſentence of death, | 
'  Whatthen was this finne of Amalek , that is called untothis late reckonins? 
What ? but their envious and unprovoked onſers upan the backe of Iſrae], this was 
ir,that God rooke fo to heart,asthat hee not onely remembers it now by Samuel, but 
heebids Iſrael ever to remember it,by Moſes : Remember how Amalek met thee by 
the way, and ſmote the hindmoft of you , all that were feeble behind thee , when thou waſt 
faint and weary. Belides this, did cAmalek meer Iirael ina pitchr batraile openly, in 
Rephidimzfor that, Gad payed them in the preſent: The hand of Moſes lifted upon 
the Hill, ſlew themin the Valley : He therefore repeats not char quarrell; but the 
cowardly, and cruell atrempts upon an impotent enemy , ſticke {till in the ſtomacke 
ofthe Almighty: Oppreſlton and wrong apo eyen termes, are not ſo hainous unto 
God.as rhoſe,thatare upon manifeſt diſadvantage : In rhe one,there isan hazard of 
r2turne : In the other,there is ever a tyrannous inſultation : God takes ſtill the wea- | 
ker part, and will be ſure therefore to plague them, which ſeeke to put injuries on 
the unable ro reſiſt. | - 
This finne of Amalek ſlept al the time of the Judges,thofe governours were onely 
for reſcue and defence; now ſo ſoone as Iſrael harha King , and that King 1s ſerledin 
peace Qod gives charge tocali them roaccount:It wasthat , which God had both 
threatned and fworne,& now he chooſes our a fit ſeaſon for the execution ; As wee 
uſe to ſay of winter,the judgements of God doe neyer rot in the Skie, but ſhall fall(if 
lare,yet ) ſarely, yet feaſonably : There 1s ſmall comforrt in the delay of vengeance, 
whilcs we are fure it ſhall loſe nothing in the way,by length of protraQtion. 

The Kenites were the off-ſprings of Hobag,or lethro,father tn law to Moſes;the affi- 
nitie of him,towhs Iſrael owed their deliverance & being, was worthy of reſpe®; 
but it was the mercy of that good & wiſe Midianite ſhewed unto Iſrael in the wil- 
dernes,by his grave adyice,cheerfull gratulation,& aide, which wonne this grateful 
forbearance of his poſteritie - He that isnot lefle in mercy,then in juſtice,ashe chal- 
lenged Awalcks finne of their ſacceeding generarions,ſo he derives the recompence 
of 1:thro's kindnes,unto his far-deſcended iſſue: Thoſe that were unborne many ages 
after Iethro's death, receive life from his duſt, and favour from his hoſpitalitie ; The 
name of their dead grandfather faves them from the common deſtru&ion of their 
neighbours. The ſervices of our love to Gods children are never thanklefle ; when 
we are deadand rotten , they ſhall live and procure bleſſings to thoſe, which never 
knew perhaps, norheard of their progenitors : If we ſow good-workes, ſucceſſion 
ſhall reape them,and we ſhall be happy in making them 5. | 

The Kenites dwelt in the borders of 4Amalek ,but in tents , ( as did their iſſne the 
Rechabites)ſo as they mjght remove with eaſe : They are warned to ſhift their ha- 
birarions,leſt they ſhould periſh with ill neighbours:It isthe manner of God, firſt ro 
ſeparate, beforche judge, as a good huſband weeds his corne, ers it be ripe for the 
lickle,& goes to the fanne, ere he goe to the fire. When the Kenites packeup their | 
1 fardels,it is time to expect judgement. Why ſhould not wee imirare God, and ſepa- 
rate our ſelves that we may not be judged? ſeparate, not one Kenirefrom angther, 
but every Kenite from among the Amalcekires , elſe if we will needs live with C4- 
| walck,we cannot thinke much to dye with him. | 

The Kenites are no ſooner remoyed, then Saul fals upon the Amalekites : Hee| 
deſtroyes all the people, bur ſpares their King : The charge of God was univerfall, 
for manand beaſt : In thecorruprion of partialitie,lightly the greateſt eſcape - Co- 
vetouſneſſe, or miſ-aftetion are commonly guilty ofthe impunity of thoſe, which 
areat once more eminent in dignity , and in offence : Iris a ſhamefull hypocriſie to 
| make our commodirie the meaſure andrule of our execution of Gods command;and 
ander pretence of godlinefſe topretendgaine : The unprofirable valgar muſt dye; 
 Agag may yeeldarichranſome - The leaneand feeble cattle, that would but ſpend 
rover , and die alone, ſhall periſh by the Fiyord of Irael , the belt may ſtocke the 
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SauL and A GAG. 


'A 


their falſhood-If hypocrifie were not either fooliſh,ot impudet,ſhee durſt not ſhew 
her head to a Seer of God.Could Sas/thinke, that Samzucl knew of the afſes that were 


his thoughts, when it was,and now not know of his openaCtions ? Much lefſe when 


_ 


grounds, and furniſh the markets. O hypocrites, did God ſend you for e4ine, or for 
revenge? Went you to be purveyours, or executioners? If you plead, thar all thoſe 
wealthy herds hadbeene bur loſt,in a ſpeedy death,thinke yee thar he knew mot this 
which commanded it ? Can that be loſt, whichis devoted to the will of the owner 

and Creator?Or can yee thinke to gaine any thing by diſobedience? That man canl 
never either do well, orfare well , which thinkes , there can be more profit in any 
thing , then in his obedience to his Maker : Becauſe Saw ſpared the beſt ofthe men. \ 
the people ſpared the beſt of the carrel,cach is willing to favour ocher in the finne. 
The ſinnes of the great command imitation, and doe as ſeldome goc without atten» 
dants as their perſons. 


« Saul knew well , how much he had done amifſe, and yer dare meet Same, and 


| 
| 


His heart knew, that his rongue was as falſe, as his hands had beene; and if his heart 
had not beene moretalfe then either of them,neither of them had beene ſo grofſe in 


loſt,and did not know of the oxen and ſheepe , that were ſpared ? Conld he foretell 


wehavetodoe with God himſelfe , ſhould diſfimulation preſume citherof ſafety or 
ſecrecie.Can the God that made the heart notknow it? Can hee, that comprehends 
allrhings,be ſhut out of ourcloſe corners? Saul was otherwiſe crafty enough , yet 
herein his ſimplicitie is palpable : Sinne can beſor eyen the wiſeſt man, and there 
was never but folly in wickednefle. 

No man brags ſo much of holineſſe , as hee that wants it : True obedience is joy- 
ned ever with humilitie, and feare of unknowne errours; Falſhood is bold, and can 
fay,! have fulfiledthe Commanaement of the Lord : If Saul had beene truely obſe- 
quiousand holy , he had made no noyſe of ir : A gracious heart isnor a blab of his 
tongue, but reſts and rejoyceth ſilently in the conſcience ofa ſecrer goodnefle; thoſe 

veſſels yeeld moſtſound.that have the leaſt liquor : Samael had reaſongo beleeve 
the ſheepe, and oxen , above Saul; their bleating and lowing was a ſufficient convi- 
&ion of a denied and out-faced diſobedience - God opened their mouths to accuſe 
$4xl of their life , & his falſhood); bur, as ſinne is crafty , and never wanteda cloake, 
wherewith both to hide and decke it ſelfe;even this very rebellion is holy: Firſt the 
at if it were evill , was not mine but the peoples ; and ſecondly , their intention 
makes it good ; For theſe Flocks and Herds were preſerved, not for gaine, butfor 
devotion:W hat needsthis quarrell? Tfany gaine by this act,it is the Lord thy God: 
His Altars ſhall ſmoke with thele ſacrifices, yee,thar ſerve at them,ſhal fare ſomuch 
the betrer ; this godly thriftinefſe Iookes for thankes rarher then cenſure. If Saul 
had beene in Samuels cloathes, perhaps this anſwere would have ſatisfied him : Sure- 
ly.himſelfe ſtands out in 1t, as that whereto hee dares truſt , and after hee heares of 
Gods angry reproofe; hee ayowes, and doubles his holdof his innocency ; as if the 
Commanders ſhould not anſwer for the knowne {innes of the people; as if our in- 
tentions could juſtifie us to God, againſt God. How much adoe is it to bring ſinners 
upon their knees,and to make their rongues accuſe their hands? Bur ic is no halting 
with the maker ofthe heart : Hee knew it was coyetouſnefle, and nor piety,which | 
was acceſlary to this forbearance ; and if it had beene as was pretended, hee knew 
it was an odious impictie to raiſe deyotion out of diſobedience: Sal ſhall heare and 
finde.that he hath dealtno lefſe wickedly in ſparing an Agee , then in killing an in- 
nocent Ifraclite ; in ſparing theſe beaſts for ſacrifice , then 1n ſacrificing beaſts that ' 
had beene uncleane. Why was facrificeit ſelfe good, but becauſe it was commanded? 
What difference was there betwixt ſlaughter and ſacrifice, but obedience ; To facri- 
fiee diſobediently,is wilfully to mocke God in honouring him. 


can ſay , Bleſſed bee thou of the Lord , I have fulfilled the Commandement of the Lord: | 
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| |A 
T he rejeion of S a ut. , and the choice of 


Da v 1D. 


en When $4ul had abandoned God in difobedience,hee would not for- 
oe Samncd, yea though hee reproovedhim ; when he had forſakenthe | 
ſubſtance, yer hee would maintaine the formalitie ; If hee cannor hold | .| 

5 the man,he will keepe the pledge of his garment,fuch was the violence | | 
of Sauls defire , that he will ratherrend Samuels coate, then part with| | 

| 


his perſon.Little did $4#/ thinke, that he had in his hand the pawne ofhisowne re- 
jetion,that this aCt of kinde imporcunitie ſhould carte n it a preſage of his judge- | 
ment, yet ſo it did: This very rending of the coate was a reall prophecie, & didbode | | 
noleſſe then the rending of the Kingdome from him , and his poſteritie : Wicked! | 
men,whiles hey thinke by carnall meanes tomake theirpeace, plunge themſelyes| | 


——— —_— am. —_— -—— 
het A 


deeper into miſery. es : | 
Any ſtander by would have faid,what a good King 1s this?how deare is Geds Pro-| | 
phet untohim ? how happy 1s Iiraclin ſuch a Prince, as thus loves the meſſengers of | 
God? Samacl.that ſaw the bottome of his hollow afte&tion, rejects him , whom God 
had rejected;he was taught to looke upon Saul,not asa King, butas an offender, and 
therefore refuſes with no lefſe yvehemency, then Saw/ intreated - It was one thing, | 
what he might doe, as a ſubje&t, another whar he muſt doe as a Prophet : Now he 
kriowes not Saul any otherwiſe, then as ſo much the greater treſpaſſer as his place 
was higher; and therefore he dothno more ſpare his greatnefſe , then the Goda- 
oainſt whom hee ſinned; Neither doth hee countenance that man with his preſence, 
on whom he ſecs God to frewne. 

There needs no other CharaQterof hypocrifie, then $aul, in the carriage of this | 
| one buſineſſe with Agag and Same : Firſt he obeyes God where there isno gaine 

in difobedience;then he ſerves God by halves, and diſobeyes, where the obedience 
might be lofſe : He gives Godof the worſt;he doth thar in acolour , which might 
ſeeme anſwerable tothe charge of God : He reſpedts perſons in the execution ; He! 
gives good words, when his deeds were evill; He proteſts his obedience againſt his 
conſcience, He faces our his proteſtation againſt a reproofe ; When hee ſees no re- 
medy , hee acknowledges the fat,denies the finne,yea he juſtifics the a&t by a pro- 
fitable intention ; Whenhe can no longer maintaine his innocence, hee caſts the 
blame from himſelfe upon the people ; He confefleth nor, rill the finne be wrung 
from his mouth ; Hee ſcekes his peace our of himſelfe, and relyes moreupon ano- 
thers vertue , then hisowne penitency ; Hee wouldcloake his guiltinefſe with the 
holinefſe ofanothers preſence; He is more tormented with the danger and damage 
of his ſinne, then with the offence; He cares toholdin with men, in what termes 
ſoever he ſtands with God;He faſhionably ſerves that God, whom he hath not cared 
toreconcile by his repentance: No maryell if God caſt him off, whoſe beſt was dil- 
ſimulation. 
Old Samwel is forced to doe a double execution , and that upon no lefle then two 
Kitigs - The one upon Saul, individing the Kingdome from him,who had divided 'E 
himſelfe from God ; The other upon Agag ,in dividing him inpieces, whom $4! 
ſhould haye divided. Thoſe holy hands werenor uſedto ich ſacrifices, yet did he| . 
never ſpill blood more acceptably - If Saul had beene truly penitent, hee had ina 
delire of ſatisfaction prevented the hand of Samwrlin this ſlaughter ; Now heecold- 
ly ſtands ſtill, and ſuffers the weake hands of an aged Prophet to bee imbrued with 
that blood, which he was commanded to ſhed. If Say! might not ſacrifice in the ab- 
| ſence of Samuel, yet Samwel might kill in the preſence of $447 : He was yeta Judge 
| of Iſrael although he ſuſpended the execution:InSav/s negle&t this charge reverted 
dj 3 God loves juſt executions ſo well, chat he will hardly take them 11il at any 


| I doe not find,that the ſlaughter of Ag4g troubled Samuel;that other att of his ſe- | 
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| 1p. X11 Sanl reieffed and David choſen 


| A | yeritie upon Sas/,though it drew noblovd,yet ſtrucke him in the ſtriking,$ ferched | 
| teares from his eyes, Good Samuel mourned for him, that had not grace tO mourne 

for himſelfe:No man in all Iſrael might ſeeme to have ſo much reaſon to rejoyce in 
Saul ruine, as Samacl , {ince that he knew him raiſed up in de (pightof his govern- 
ment;yet he mournes more for him, then hee did for his ſons;for himſelfe : Ir orie- 
vedhim to ſee the plant, which he hadſer inthe garden of Iſtael , thus ſoon withe- 
red : Itis anunnaturall ſenſeleſ{nefſenot to be affefted wirh the dangers, with the 
ſinnes of our Governours : God did nct blame this ſorrow , but moderared ir : How 
long wilt thou mourne for Saul? Ir was nct the afteftionhe forbad , but the meaſure: 
In this is the difference betwixr good men and evill, that evill men mourne not for 
their owne finnes, good men doe fo mourne for the finnes of others , char they will 
bardly be taken off. | 

If Samnel mourne becauſe Sar hath caſt away God by his ſinne,hee muſt ceaſe to 

mourne , becauſe God hath caſt away $arl from raipningover Iſrael,in his juſt pu- 
niſhment : A good heart hath learned toreit irſelfe upon the Juſtice of Gods De- 
cree, & forgets all carthly reſpects, when it lookes up to heaycn. So did God mceane 
to ſhew his diſpleaſure againſt the perfonof Saul , that he would ſhew favour ro If- 
rael he willnor therfore bereave them of a King,bur change him for a better:Either 
Saul hadflandred his people, or elſe they were partners with him in the diſobedicce: 
yet(becauſe it was their rulers faulr,that they were notover-ruled)we doe nor heare 
of rheirſmarting, any otherwiſe, then in the ſubje&ion ro ſuch a King, as was not 
loyall toGod : The loſſe of Sazl is their gaine; the government of their firſt King 
was abortive,no maryell if it held not. Now was the marturitie of tar Stare. & ther- 
fore God wil bring them fortha kindly Monarchy ſetled where it ſhould : Kings are 
of Gods providing,,itis good reaſon ke ſhonld make choyce of his own deputies: bur 
where gcoJneſſe mects with ſoveraignety,borh his right, his gift are doubled : If 
Kings were meerely fro the earth,whar needs a Prophet to be leenein the choice or 
inauguratio?The hand of Samuel doth not now bearethe Sceprer to rule Iſrael, ut ir 
beares the horne for the anointing of him.thatmuſt rule: $au/ was ſent to him, when 
the time was,tobe anointed, bur now. he 1s fent to anoint David: Then Iſrael ſought 
a King for themſelves, now God ſeckes a King for Iſrael : The Prophet is therefore 
directed ro the houſe of 1ſþ1ithe Bethleemire , thegrand-child of K#:h; now is the 
fairhfull love of thar good Moabirefſe crowned with the honour of a Kingdome , in 
the ſucceeding generation: God fetchr herour of Moab, ro bring a King, unto Iffael- 
Whiles 07pah wants breadin her owne Countrey , Ruth is growne a grear Lady in 
Berhleem,and isadvanced to be great Grand-mother to the King of Iſrac]. The re- 
tributions of God are bountifull; never any man torſooke ought for his ſake, and 
complained of an hard bargaine. | 

Even the beſt of Gods Saints wantnot theirinfirmities : Hee that never replyed, 
when hee was ſent roreprove the King, moverh doubrs,when hee is bidden to goe, 
and anoint his ſacceflor.( How can I gee? If Saul heave it,he mill kill mee.) Perhaps defire 
of full direftion drew fro him this queſtion, but not without a mixture of diffidence; 
For the manner of doing ir,doth not ſo much trouble him,as the ſucceſſe-Ir is not to 
be expected, thatthe moſt taithfull hearrs ſhould be alwayes in an equall height of 
reſHlution.God doth not chide $imuel.but inſtruct 1m: Hee, which is Wiſedome ir 
ſeIfe, reached him ro hide his counſels in an honeſt policy : ( Take an Heifar with thee 
and ſay I am come to due ſacrifice to the Lord.)This was tO ſay true,nort ro lay all: Truth 
may notbe crofſed by denials , or equivocations,jt may bee concealed ina diſcreet 
filence : except 1n the caſe ofan oath, no man 1s bound to ſpeake all he knowes, we 
arc not onely allowed,but commanded to be innocently Serpentine. There were 
doubtleſſe Heifars enoughrin Bethleem , 1/hat had both wealth & devorion enough 
to have beſtowed a Sacrifice upon God,and his Prophet: Burt to givea more perfect 
colour to his intention. $ayzvel muſt rake an Heifar wich him : The att ir ſelfe was 
ſerious and neceffary - There was no place, no rime, wherein it was not fit for a S4- 
muel to offer Peace-offerings untoGod ; but when a King ſhould be anoinred, there | 
| was nolefſe then neceſlitie in this ſervice: Thoſe, which muſt repreſent God tothe 
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(ontemplations. 11S. X11Þ 
world , ought tobe conſecrated to that Majeſtie , whom they reſemble , by publike | a 
deyotions : Every importantadtion requiresa Sacrifice to bleſſe it, much moretha; --4 
a&t,which imports the whole Church,or Common-wealch. 

It was great newes to ſee Samnel at Bethleem,hee was no gadder abroad, none bur 
neceſſary occaſions could make him ſtir tromRamath-:The Elders of the City ther. 
fore, welcome him with trembling,notfor thatthey were afraid of him;bur of them. 
ſelyes;they knew,that gueſt would not come to the for familiarity , ſtreight do the 
ſuſpe&,it was the purpoſe of ſome judgement,that drew him thither : Commeſt hoy 
peaceably > Ir is a good thing to ſtand in awe of Gods Meſſengers, and to hold good 
termes with the upon al @ccaſions: TheBethlemites are glad to heare of no other ex. 
rand,but a Sacrifice;and now muſt they ſanctifie themſelves for ſo ſacred a buſineſſe: 
We may not preſume to ſacrifice unto God anſangified, this were to marre an ho] 
at,and make our ſelves more prophane,by prophaning that , which ſhould be holy. 

All the Citizens ſanQtifie themſelves, bur 1ſhat and his ſonnes were in a ſpecial fa- 
ſhion ſanQified by Samuel. This buſineffe was moſt theirs, and all Iſrael in them , the 
more God hath to doe with us,the more holy ſhould we be.Wirh what deſire did $4. 
»scllook upon the ſons of 1/hai,that he might ſee the face of the man whs God had 
choſen? And now,when E/ab theeldeſt Son came forth,aman of a goodly preſence, 
whoſe perſon ſeemed fit to ſucceed Savl.he thinks with himſelf;Thischoice is ſoon 
made,I havealready eſpied the head,on which I muſt ſpend this holy Oi!e : This is 
the man , which hathboth the priviledge of nature in his primogeniture,and of out- 
ward goodlines in proportion : Surely the Lords Anointed is before him. Even the 
holieſt Prophet,whenhe goes without God,runnes into errour: The beſt judgment 
15 ſub;et ro deceit:Ir is no truſting toany mortall man, when he ſpeakes of hinpſelf 
Our eyes can be led by nothing bur ſignes and appearances , and rhoſe have com- 
monly in them either a true falſhood,or uncertaine truth. 

That which ſhould have forewarned Samwel,deceived him;he had ſeene the proofe 
ofa goodly ſtature unanſiverableto their hopes,& yet his eyeerres in the ſhape:He, 
that judgeth by the inſide both of our hearts and ations , checks Samactin this mil- 
CONCelt: (Looke not on his conntenance, nor onthe height of his flature,becau ſe 1 have refu- 
ſed him, for God ſeeth not as man ſeth + ) TheKing with whom God meant to fariſ 
tie the untimely deſires of Iſrael, was choſen by his (tature,but the King with whom 
God meant to pleaſe himſelf is choſen by the hearr. All the ſeyen ſonnes of Ifhai are 
preſented tothe Prophet,noone is omitted wh their father choughr capable of a- 
ny reſpect: Ifeither Samuclor 1ſbai ſhould have choſen, David ſhould never have bin 
King : His father thought him fir to keepe ſheepe , his brethren fit to rule men ; yet 
even David(the yongeſt ſonne is ferchr from the fold,and by the choice of God 
deſtined to the Throne:Nature,which is commonly partiall to her owne, could nor 
| ſuggeſt ought to /ſhai, tomakehimthinke David worthy tobeeremembred in any | 
competition of honour, yet him hath God ſingled out torule. 

God will have his Wiſedome magnified in the unlikelihoods of eletion: Davids 
countenance was ingenuous,and beaurifull,bur ifit had promiſed fo much as Zliabs. 
or Abinadabshe had not bin inthe fields,whiles his brethren were art the Sacrifice: If 
we doe alrogether follow our eye, & ſuffer our ſelvesto bee guided by outward re- 
f {(pects in our choyce for God or our ſelyes,wve cannot bat goe amifle. What doe wee 

thinke the brethren of David thought, when they ſaw the oyle powred upon his 
head? Surely(as they were envious enough)they had too much repined, if they had 
either fully apprehended the purpoſe of the Prophet, orelſe had not thought of 
ſomeimprobabilicy in the ſucceſſe ,: Either they underſtood nor. or belceved not, 
what God would doe wich their brother ; They faw him graced with Gods Spirit 
above his wont, but perhaps foreſaw not , whither it tended : David (as nowhit 
changed In his condition |) returnes to his ſheepe with an humble admiration of 
Gods gracious reſpect to him , caſtshimſelfe upon the wiſe'and holy Decree of the 
Almighty,reſigninghimſelfeto the dif poſition of thoſe hands , which had choſen 
him ; when ſuddenly a Meſſenger is ſent from Sas! to call him in all haſte , tothat 
Court,whereofhe ſhall once be Maſter: The occaſion is no lefſe from God,than the 
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- FR 4 SID. 17% TO2IR 112 SIBSTR 5113 71019 eatyug aig hen | - 
Ja==; HitthcKingdome is (inthe appvintmenie of God)departed from ;Sawl, | 
Rm W2 ichs-his leaſt loſſes,” Now theSpirit of Godiig alſo depareed: from hin; | 

$2 --.-i| One ſpirit 15 no ſooner gone, but anothergs come; botharefrom God: 
Ks W23z2l Even the worltfÞirics haverhat bnely ptrintiflion, but commiſſion from |: 
S— = Heavenfor the inflitionofnadgement. Hethar at fix& could hide him- | 
felfeamong the ſtafte;thathe'might notbe King,: is dw; ſai traufpoxted with this 
glory,that he growes paſtionate with thethought of forgpingir:Sarammkes vantage | 
ofhis melancholicke dejection,andrumesthis paſſionidtafrenzy.- God will haye &- | 
yen evill ſpirits/wotke by meanes; A diſtempered bady,apd an unquiet mindarefit | 
| grounds forSaratts vexation:$4a/s Courtiers,as men that were more witty; than;res |: 
figious.adviſehim to Muficke:/They knew:the fttengrh of that ſkill inallaying, the | 
fury of paſſions, in cheeringup the dejected ſpirits ofthejr Maſter : This was dene 
like ſome fond Chirurgian,that when the bone is-out of joynr, layes ſome ſoupling | 
Pulteſſes to the part, for the aflwaging of the ach, inthe meane time not caritg to | 
remedy the luxation. C1401 ba oi tys Ci 
If chey had ſaid, Sir, yon know this evill comes from that God whom you have ; 
offended, there can be no helpe bur in rcooncilement;;how eafie is it for the GodyF | 

Spirits corake off Satan? Labour your peace with him by a ſerious humiliation | 

make meanes toSze! to tutther the artonement; they had been wiſe, Counſelors, i 

divine Phyſitians: whereas now:they doe bur {kin overthe fore;and legve it rankldd. 

at the bottome : The cure muſtiever proceed inthe ſame ſteps with:the diſcale,elſe 

8 vain ſhall weſeem to hedle; There 1s no fafety in the redrefſe of eyil,bur to fttik | 

at the root. Yer ſince it is no better with $44/ and his Gourtiers,it iswelirisno worls | 

E doe not heareeitherthe Maſter,or ſervants ſay, This is an il] ſpirir, ſend for ſome | 

| Magitian,that may countermand him : .Thereare torcible Enchantments for theſe | 

| ſpirituall vexations; It Samuel will nor, there are Witches,that may giyeeaſe; But as 
one,that would rather be il},then doe worſe,he contents himſelfe to doe that,which 

| was lawfull,if unſufficient. It-is a ſhame co ſay, that he, whom God had rejected foy | 

his ſin, was yeta Saint to ſome that ſhould be Chriſtians', who care .not how much 

they are beholding to the devil in their di{trefies.attecting to caſt ont devils by Beet- 
Febub: In caſesof lofle,or licknelle,they make Hell rlcir retuge,and feeke for patros | 
nage, bur of an enemie-Here jsa tearetull agreement; Saran leekey to-them im his + 
tempratiqns, they in their conſultations ſeeke rohim,and now they have mutually | 
found eachother, if they ever part, it isa miracle, WNT TO HE RR 
-* David had lived obſcurely in his fathers,honſe, his only, care & ambition was.the 
welfare of the flocke he tended,and now,whileshis tarhenand his brorhers neglcGed | 
him as fit for nothmg bur the field, he 1s talked of ar the.Court: Some-of Sauls fol- | 
lowers had beene ar /ſþ4i's houſe, and rakey-notice of Davids tkill,and now that harp | 
which he praiſed for his private recreation,ſhall make:-him' of a Shephearda Conr- 
tier: The Muſick, thathe meant only to himlſelfe and his fhecpe, brings him before 
Kings: The Wiſedome of God thought fit to:take rhis. occaſion of acquamnting'Da-| 
vid with that Court, which he ſhall once gayerne: Ic 15 good, rhat-our education | 
ſhould perfect our children in all thoſe commendable qualitics,whereta they are dil- 
poſed: Little doe we know,what uſe God meanes to:make of thoſe facyleics, which: 
| weknow not howto imploy. Where the Almighty purpoſes an advaucemenr, ob- 
| {carity can be no prejudice; ſmall meanes ſhall ſet forward that, which : God hath 
decreed. : :::131 1, fi TIER cn 
| -Doubtleſle,old 1hai noted (not without admiration) the wonderfyll accordance 
of Gods proceedings, that hee; which was {eatfor,out of the field to bez anointed ;. 
fhould now be.ſerit for out of the Countrey intothe Court, and now he perceived, 

' God was making way for the execution.of that which he pyrpoſed hee-attends the 
iſe in ſilence,ncither er to give furtherance to rheproject of God ; | 

| | e483 -FREC-1 
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 Contemplations. 0 E16.XIII. | 


Hee therefore ſends his ſonne laden witha Preſent to Saul : The ſame God which, 
called P«vid tothe Court, welcomes him thither; His comelineſſe, yalour, and kj1 
| have ſoone wonne him favour in the eyes of Saul. The giver of all graces hath lo 
aced hisfavours,that the greateſt enemies of goodneſſe {hall ſee ſomewhat in the| 
holieſt men, which they ſhall affe&t,and for which they ſhall honour the perſons of 
chem,whoſe yertues they diſlike;as contrarily the Saints on earth 'ſee ſomewhat to 
love even in the worſt creatures. 3 k 
No doubt Dav:d ſung ro his harpe; his harpe was not more ſweet than his for 
was holy: Thoſe Palms alone had beenmore powerful to chaſe the evill ſpirir,than 
the Muſicke was to calme paſſions; both together gave caſe to Savl; and Godgaye 
this effect to both, becauſe he would have Seultraine up his Succeſſor : This ſacred 
Muſick did not more diſpel Satan,than wanton Muſick invites himt& more cheeres 
him, thanus : Hee playes and danceth ara filthy ſong,be ſingsat.an abſcene dance; 
Our ſinne is his beſt paſtime, whereas Pfalmes,and Hymnes,and ſpiriteal Songs are 
rorment unto the Tempter,and Muſick tothe Angells in Heaven, whole trade isto 
fing Alleluiahs in the Choreof glory. nf 
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Davio andGoL1as, 


EF cer the newes of the Philiſtims Army,I heare no more mention of Saul; 

If frenzy : Whether the noiſe of Wardiverted thoſe thoughtfull paſſions, 

whether God for his peoples fake rooke off chat evill fpirit; leſt Iſrae] 

& might miſcary under a franticke Governour. Now David hath leifute 

©... toreturneto Bethleem : The glory of the Court cannot tranſpart lim 

to ambitious vanity; He had rather be his Fathers Shepheard, than Seu/s Armour- 

bearer : All the magnificence and tate, which he ſaw, could not pur kis mouth out 

of the raſt of a retired ſimplicity; yea ratherhe loves his hooke the better, fince hee 

ſaw the Court;and now his brethren ſerve Sas/in his ſtead. A good heart hath learnt 

to frame it ſelfe untoal conditions,and can change eſtates without change of diſpo- 

ſirion,rifing and falling according to occaſion: The worldly mind canriſe eaſily, but 
whenit isonce up, knowes not how to deſcend either with patience, or ſafety. 

Forty dayes together had the Philiſtims and Iſraelites faced eachother, they pit- 
chedon two hills,one in the ſight of other,nothing but a Valley was berwixt them: 
Both ſtand upon defence and advantage; If they had not meant to fight, they had 
never drawne ſo neere;and if they had beene eager of fight, a Valley could not have 
parted them : Actions of hazard require deliberation; not fury bur diſcretion muſt 
be the guide of Warre. 

So had Toſhwa deſtroyed the Giantly Anakims outof the Land of Iſrael, that yet} 
ſome were left in Azzah, Gath, and Aſhdod, both ro ſhew Iſrael, what Adverfaries| 
their forefathers found in Canaan,and whom they maſtered:asalſothat God might 
winne glory te himſelfe by theſe obſequent executions : Of that race was Goliah, 
whoſe heart was as highas his head, his ſtrength was anſwerable to his ſtature , his 
weapons anſ{werable rohis ſtrength, his pride exceeded all : Becauſe he ſaw his head 
higher, his armes ſtronger, his ſword and ſpeare bigger,his ſhield heavier than any 
Ifraelite, he defies the whole hoſt, and walking berweene the rwo Armies, braves 
all Trael witha challenge; (Why are ye come ont fo ſet your battaile in aray > Am n0t 14 
Philiſtim? and you ſervants to Saul? Chooſe you aman for you, and let him come downe to| 
| Pe : give me 4 manthat we may fight together.) Carnall hearts are caried away with 

preſumption of their owne abilities, and not finding matches to themſelyes inout- 
ward appearance,infult over the impotency of inferiors; and as thoſe that can ſee no 
inviſible oppoſition, promiſe themſelves certainty of ſucceſſe : Inſolence and ſelfe- 
| confidence argues the heart to be nothing, but a lumpe of proud fleſh. MT 
_ The firſt challenge of Duell, that eyer we finde, came our of the mouth of anun- 
circumciſed Philiſtim; yet was thatin open warre,and tendedto the favingof many 
lives,by adyenturing one or two; and whoſoever imitateth, nay paliett Gan | 
POPE EP LP I PR ds | challenge _ 
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| [as,XI16 - Daviy and GoLtan 


| A challenge to private Duels, in the attempt partaketh of his uncircumciſion, though 
he ſhould overcome; andof his manner of puniſhment, if in ſach private combates . 
he caſt away his life. For ofall ſuch deſþerate prodigals we may fay,that their heads 
| | arecutoffby their owne ſword, ifnot by their awne hand. Wee cannor challenge 
| | men,and not challenge God, who juſtly challengeth to himſelfe both totake venge- 
| ance, andto give ſucceſſe. The more Goliah challenges,and is unanſwered.the mare 
is he putt up in the pride of his owne power : Andis there none of all Iſrael, that 
will anſwer this champion otherwiſe than with his heeles? Where isthe courage of | 
him that was higher than all Iſrael from the ſhoulders upward? The time was,when 
Nahaſh the Ammonite had made that tyrannous demand of the right eyes of the 
Gilcadites, that Saul could aſke unaſked, 1 hat aileth the people to weepe.? and could 
hew hisoxen1n peeces to raiſe the ſpirits of Iſrael, and now he ſtands ſtill, and ſees. 
the hoſt turne their back, andnevyer ſomuch as aſkes, What aileth the people tofly? 
The time was,when Sas/f]ue forty thouſand Philiſtims in one day, and perhaps 
Goliah was 1n that diſcomfiture, and now one Philiſtim is ſuffered by him ro brave 
all Iſras! forty dayes. Whence is this difference ? The Spirit of God, (the ſpirit of 
fortitude) was now departed from kim : Saulwas not more above himſelfe, when 
God was with him, then he is below others, now that he is left of God; Valour is 
not meerely of nature : Nature is ever like it ſelfe; by this rule, he tbat is once yali- 
ant,ſhould never turne coward - But now we ſee the greateſt ſpirits inconſtant,and 
thoſe which havegiven good proofes of magnanimity,at other times,have bewray- 
ed white livers unto their owne reproach;He that 1s the God of hoſts, gives & takes 
away mens hearts at his pleaſure : Neicher isit otherwiſe in our ſpwituall combats, 
ſometimes the ſame ſoule dare challengeall the powers of darknefſe, which other- | 
whiles gives ground toa temptation; We haveno ſtrength bur what is givenus,and 
if the author of all good gifts remir his hand for our humiliation,cither we fight nat ' 
or are foiled. 

David hath now lien long enough cloſe amongſt his flock in the fields of Beth- ' 
leem, God ſeesa time toſend hun to the pirche field of Iſrael. Good old 1/ha:, that 
was doubtlefſe joyfull to think, that he hadaftorded three ſonnes to the wars of his 
King,is no lefle carefull of their welfare and proviſion;and who(amongſtall the reſt 
of his ſeven ſonnes) ſhall bepickt our for this ſexvice, bur his yongeſt ſenne David, 
whoſe former and almoſt worne-ourt acquaintance in Court,and imploymencunder 
Saul ſeemed to fit him beſt forthis errand-FEarely in the morning is David upon his 
way,yet not ſocarly,as to leave hisflock unprovided-If his fathers comand diſmiſſe | 
him, yet will he itay,till he have truſted his ſheepe with a carefull keeper;we cannot | 
be faithfull ſhepheards,if our ſpiritual charge be lefſe deare unto ns;if when neceſlity | 
cals ns from our flocks,we depute not thoſe,which are vigilant and conſcionable. 

Ere Davids ſpeede can bring him to the valley of Elah, both the Armies are on 
foot ready to joyne : Hee takes not this excuſe to ſtay without, as a man danted } 
with the horror of warre,bur leaving his preſent with his ſervant, be rhrufts himſelf 
into the thickeſt of the hoſt,& ſaiutes his brethren which were now thinking of na- 
thing bur killing or dying, when the proud champion of the Philiſtims comes ſtalk- 
| ing forth before all the troupes, and renewes his infolent challenge againſt Iſrael : 
E | David ſees the man.and heares his defiance,and looks about him,to ſee what anſwer 

' would be given,and when hee cſpies nothing bur pale faces and backes turned, hee 
| wonders,nor ſo much,that one man ſhould dare all Iſrael,as thar al Iſrael ſhould run 
| | fromone man:Even when they flie from Goliah,they ralk of the reward,rthat ſhould 

| be given to that encounter & victory,which they darenor underrake,ſo thoſe which 


ſince his anointing, was David poſſeſſed with Gods Spirit, and thereby filled both 
with courage, and wiſedome : The more ſtranye doth it ſeeme to him, that all 
Iſrael ſhould bee thus daſtardly - Thoſe that are themſelves eminent in any grace, 
cannorbur wonder at the miſerable defes of others, and the more ſhame they 
ſee in others imperfeCtions,the more is their zeale in avoyding thoſe errors in them: | 
ſelves. 


have not grace to beleeve, yet can ſay, There is glory laid up for the faithfull. Ever | 


Whiles) | 


i... Ae, 


_— m——— 
eee Dc 


Tree4 


j IE IO EY hl 
— 


———— 


g.* £ Gp A ” = 
wo - - Lig © " 
o C &. p # oo - by pa b 
- 
by - wt. 2s a. Sale ->- #4 4 bh u —_— 
= ot Wa and wiv TY Roy ron dd? Dy >. —_— , bx A we ws . 3 
wy D*-36..2- £ cots. OS - oe 9 mw . A 627 4 gt get M —_ . A 
_ iv oY — _ be - om bs - WP . b - 
x # F , Iv > o 
_ *%p<.2 


- - FT. neniingy - com, - 
is on * l 

a = gy > Ten < — ” Sf woo, at has, . _ CO On OO EIS » _ o = - v 52 b F 

> © 2% 200-0. Do ap. arr © ne 9m OF &#*% "om Ok a og oy ” ha _ x.» p., 4 + - (8 TT” 2 nA Ss 5, ba 4 - - or % 
Re rag er en ee no. : t : 29x 
- pe — - —w wt x 2 * ar ow "A... T A A e : - 1 
- - > , - "_ F 
& = © xa ” 1 <> 4g 


* a bi - _ w 2 = "n - 
' P 1 # 4 = - > 8 at ” . 8 ” , : L 4 * ; 
_— wi my ad wy "8. 4y.7 wag ks . ah, 24 I _ Wh 4 - i ,- bs. ©: Mt wY * > [4 & 6 * 64 o , 
EIS >" RO £2 . &ok EE > ene LS OE Roo OS OE ED IO on pe - pO 
-0-- W "4 "4 s %. + 157” ue i v4 t A m_— —_ —S.; IE SY " "an? bs" - ——— ooo _—_— 7" RY * T + 8 money _ Les, 2 * 4 = 4 4s e — 
- Y j Y 55 IS s — co p * 0 = ” ce —_— 7 2 noon TC a 4 #4) 
4 . kt of V "__ — K + ad RIOT abs 2 m_—_— 4 OE 
» _ * < Ne Wb Dc. a7 Nc wes IS cx 
vi D065 > —— — 7 mo ry MG ba —_ Pl g=—- = = _ ” 4” a. Pope nn - m 
* 4-40 Ag wa o_ 4 i 9%. 49 ppt.» Ge - - 
. O m_—_ tn 8, o ” 4 . _ - --4 bn ng 8 4 m_ = avs... #3 w Mem ts Coin 
«1 A i OR. Ps.” *., > _ 2 wr . -— jr 
Pg —_ 4 (Ms - : 4 - 4 ” be y 
«we nx oO Gre 5 rs ef 
7 2 Po © 
af 4 - "As 
Pt 


*h; ni Ws x” x >" 
iN & b3-agh , 
Rs by 4-0 w 


NG te RE i. 


ae ae boy 1 Sy 
3. b £ o Þ . ad 
bn. ODE 0-44 o 
tg 
x ITE 
LIT, MIA MG tee ne 
&>>& ne $4 
* th 
bs, =__ 23s 
Wa 6 yo 


EE 


DM. abit om 
- pin 


SS 2 
- 3-9.» up - 5 
4 2278 : mp 
pl einen > G——— 
bk ES aa HET , 4 PE gr 
raul, pots CON - y 
_— ae "" » 
l OO $. 
$ M6: 3 *% F 
WL Rn = 0 2 


> ——_ 47 =. 
mos, 164 ee 
_ + . £ _ % 
- © — 
- — 
” 2» PAL. Y - 
LG : 
” g 1 


f 


+ Contemplations, Lis XI11, 
| Whiles baſe hearts are moved by example, the want of example is encourage. | 
ment enough fotan heroycall mind : Therefore is David ready toundertake the 
quarrell, becauſe no manele dare doe 1t:His eyes ſparkled with holy anger, and his 
heart roſe up'to his mourh,when he heard this proud challenger: (Who # this ancir-. 
cumciſed Philiftim,that he ſhould revile the hoſt of the living God ? )Even 10,0 Saviour, 
when all the generations of en ran away affrighred from the powers. of death and; 
darkneffe, thou alone haſt undertaken,and confounded'them. TR 
'Who ſhould offer to daunt the holy conrage of Dav/4, but his owne brethren? 
The envious heart of £/iab conſtrues this forwardneffe, as his owne diſgrace : Shall 
I (thinkeshe) bee put downe by this puiſne? (hall my fathers youngeft fonne dare | 
ro attempt that, which my ſtomach will not ſerve me to adyenture ? Now there- 
fore he rates David for his preſumption; and inſtead of anſwering to the recom- 
pence of the victory, (which others were ready to give) he recompenceth the yery | 
inquiry of David with a checke': It wasfor his brethrens ſake, that Dawidcame thi- 
cher.and yet his'very journey is caſt uponhimm by them; for a-reproach ; Wherefore 
cans ft thou downe hither? and when their bitterneſle can meer wich nothing elſe.ro 
ſhame him, his ſheepe are caſt in bis teeth : Is it for thee ,-an idle proud boy, tobee 
medling with our martiall matters ? doth not yonder Champion leoke;,as if he were 
a fit match for thee? what makeſft thou of thy ſelfe, or what doeſt thonthinke of us? 
ywis ic were fitter for thee to bee looking to thy ſheepe,than lookmezat Goliah: the 
Wilderneſſe would become thee better than the field :  Wherein art thou cquall to 
any man thou ſeeſt, but in arrogancy and preſumprion > The paſtures of Berhleem | 
could not hold'thee, but thou thoughtſt it a goodly' marter to ſee the warres : I 
know thee, as if T were in thy boſome; . This was thy cheughr, There is noglory to 
be got among fleeces, I willgoe ſeeke it in armes ; Now aremy brerhren winning 
honour in thetroupes of Iſrael, whiles I am -baſely rending on ſheepe, why ſhould 
not I bee as forward as the beſt ofthem ? This vanitie would make rhee ſtraight of 
a {hepheard, a ſoldier, and of a ſoldier, a champion; get thee home, fooliſh ſtrip- 
ling to thy hooke, and thy harpe ; let ſwordsand ſpeares alone to thoſe,thatknow| 
how touſe them. ET 
It is quarrel] enough amangſt many toa-good ation, thar it 15 not their owne ; 
there is noenemy ſo ready, or {o ſpighttull,as the domeſticall : The hatred of bre- 
chren 15ſo much more, as their blood is neerer - The malice of ſtrangers is ſimple, 
but of a brother 15 mixt withenyy : The more unnaturall any quality 1s, the more 
extreame it 15; A cold winde from the South is intolerable : Davids firſt victory 1s: 
of himſelfe, next of his brother; He overcomes himſelte ina patient forbearance of 
his brother, he overcomes the malicious rage of his brother with rhe mildnefle of 
hisanſwer : If David had wanted ſpirit, hee had not beene troubled with the inſul- 
tation of a Philiſtim : Ifhe had a ſpirit to match Go//ah, how dorh he ſo calmely re- 
cerve the affront of a brother ? What have I now done? 15 there not a cauſe? That which 
would have ſtirred the chaler of another, allayeth his : It was a brother, that wron- 
ged him, and that his eldeſt; neither was it time ro quarrell with a brother, whiles 
the Philiſtims ſwords were drawne, and Goliah was challenging. O that theſe rwo 
motives could indnce us topeace : If we have injury in our perſon,in our caule.jt is 
from brethren, andthe Philiſtims looke on : Tam deceived, if this conqueſt were 
lefſeglorious, thanthe following : He is fir to be Gods Champion, that hath learned 
ro be victor of himſelfe. | 
Iris not this ſprinkling of cold water, that can quench the fire of Davids zeale, 
bur ſtill his coutage ſends up flames of defire, {till he goes on ro enquire, and topro- 
ter: Hee, whomthe regard ofothers envy can diſmay, ſhall never doe ought wor- 
thy of envy - Never man undertooke any exploit of worth, and received not ſome 
diſcouragement in-the way : This couragious motion of David,was not more ſcor- 
ned by his brother;then by the ocher Iſraelites applauded: The rumour flyes to the 
 Eares of the King;tharthere isa young man deſirous to encounter the Gyant : Da- 
vid 19 brouphetorch? $as/,when he heard ofa Champion,that durſt go into the liſts 
with Goliah, looked for one as much higher than himſelfe, as hee was taller than | 
wo the 
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 L1s.X{Il. Davir and GoL1an. 

A | the reſt; heexpe&ted ſome ſterne face, and brawny arme: 0 ants Da, 
| | is ſofarre below his thoughts, that he receives rikite ——— 2 ons 
words were ſtout, his perſon was weake : Saul doth not more like his reſolution | 
than diſtruſt his ability : ( Thou art wot able to goe againſt this Philiftim to fight with | 
| him , for thou art 4 boy, and be is a man of warre from his yonth.) Even Sanl ſeconds 

Eliab in the conceit of this diſparicy, and if Eliab ſpeake out of envy, Sas! ſpeakes 

out of judgement; both judge(as they were judgedof)by the ſtature: All this can- 
not weaken that heart which receives his ſtrength from faith : Davids greateſt con- 
Aict is with his friends : The overcomming of their difſivafions,that he might fight 
was more worke, than to overcome his enemy in f:ghting : He muſt firſt juſtifie his 
ſtrengthto Saw/,cre he may prove it upon Golrah:Valour is never made good but by 
tryall He pleads the tryall of his puiſſance upon the Beare and the Lyon, that hee 
may have leave toprove1tupona worſe beaſt then they ; Thy ſervant ſlew both the 
Lyon and the Beare, therefore this uncircumciſed Philiftim fhall be as one of them, Expe- 
rience of good ſucceſſe1s no ſmall comfort to the heart, this gives poſlibility and 
hope, but no certainty: Iwo things there were on which Dav/d builr his confidence 
on Goliahs finne,and Gods deliverance, (Seeing hee hath rayled owthe heft of the living 
God : The Lord that delivered me out of the pawes of the Lyon and the Beare, he will deli- | 
ver me out of the hana of this Philiſtim.)Well did David know, that if this Philiſtims | 
{kin had beeneas hard as the brafſe of his ſhield, his fin would make ir penetrable by 
| every ſtroke. After all brags of manhood he is impotent, that hath proveked God: | 
Whiles other labour for outward fortification, happy and ſafe were we, if we could | 
labour for innocence . He that hath found God preſentin one extremity, may truſt | 
him inthenext - Every ſenſible favour ofthe Almighty, invites both his gifts and 
our truſt. | - 

Reſolution thus grounded, makes even Sas/ himſelfe confident; D avid ſhall have 
both his leave and his bleſſing - If David came to Sasl, as a Shepheard, he ſhall goe 
toward Goliah asa Warriour: Theattire of the King is not too rich for him, that ſhall 
fight for his King and Countrey : Little did Saw! thinke,that his helmet was now on | 
that head,which ſhould once weare his crowne : Now that David was arrayed in 
the warlike habit ofa King, and girded with his ſword,he lookt upon himſelte, and | 
thought this outſide glor1ous, but when he offred ro walke, and found thar theatrire 
was not ſo (trong,as unweeldy,and that it might bee more for ſhew, than uſe, hee 
layes downe theſe accouſtrements of honor and as caring rather tobe an homely vi- 
or,rhana glorious ſpoile , he craves pardon rogoe in no clothes, but his owne; hee | 
takes his ſtafte inſtead of the ſpeare, his ſhepheards ſcrip inſtead of his brigandine 
and inſtead of his ſword he takes his ſling,and inſtead of darts and javelins, he takes 
five ſmooth ſtones out of rhe brooke : Ler Saxls coat be never ſo rich,and his armor 
never ſo ſtrong,what 1s David the better,if rhey fit him nor? Itisnot tobe enquired 
| how excellent any thing 15, but how proper : Thoſe things which are helpes to ſome 
may be encombrances to others: An unmeet good may be as inconyentent,as an ac- 
cuſtomed evill: If we conld wiſh another mans honour,when we feele the weight of 
his cares, we ſhould be glad to be in our owne coare. 

Thoſe that depend upon the ſtrength of Faith, though they negle& not meanes, 
yet they are not curious in the proportion of outward meanes tothe effe& deſired : | 
Where the heart is armed with an affured confidence, a ſling and a ſtone are wea- 

pons enow;to the unbelceving no helps are ſufficient : Goliah, though he were pre- 
ſumpruous enough, yet had one ſhield carried before him, another he caryed on his 
ſhoulder;neither will his ſword alone content him, but he takes his ſpeare too. Da- 
vids armour is hisplaine ſhepheards rufſer, and the brooke yeelds him his artillery, 
and he knowes,there is more ſafety 1n his cloth, than inthe others brafſe; and more 
danger in his peebles,than the others ſpeare. Faith gives both heart and armes. The 
| inward munition is ſo much morenoble, becauſe it is of proote for both ſoule and 
body : If we be furniſhed with this, how boldly ſhall wee meerte with the powers of 
darknefſe, and goe away more than conquerors ? | 

Neither did the quality of Davids weapons bewray more confidence, than the } 

_ number 
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number: If he will pur his life and victory tpon the ſtones of the brooke,why doth A 
he not fill his ſcrip full of them?why will he concent himſelf with five?Had hebeen 
farniſhed with ſtore,the advantage of his nimblenefſe might have given him hope; 
 Tfone faile,that yet another might ſpeed:But now this paucity pats the diſpatch to 
a ſadden hazard, and he hath bur five ſtones caſt either to death or victory; {till the 
fewer helpes,the ſtronger faith: David had an inſtinct from God, that he ſhould 0- 
vercome;he had not a particular direction, how he ſhould overcome. For had hee 
| beene at firſt reſolved upon theflingand ſtone, he hadfaved the labour of girdirg 
his (word - It ſeemes, whiles they were addreſfing him to the combat, he made ac- } | 
-connt of hand-blowes,now he 1s purpoſed rather to ſend, than bring death to his ad- 
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verſiry:In either,or borh, he durſt traſt God with the fucceſſe, and before-hand 
(through the conflict)faw the victory: It 1s ſufhictent, that wee know the iſſue of our p | 


Hght:Ifour weapons and wards vary according to our occaſion given by God, that 

isnothing tothe event;ſfure we are,that if we refiſt,we ſhall overcome, and if we 0- 
': yercome we (hall be crowned. | | : 

When Davidappearcd in the liſts to ſounequall an adverſary;as many eyes were | 
upon him, ſo inthoſe eyes, divers aftections : The Iſraelites lookr-upon him with | | 
picty and feare,and each man thought, Alas,why 1s this comely ſtripling ſuffered to I 
caſt away himſelfe upon ſuch a monſter?why will they let him goe unarmed to ſach | | 
an affray 2 Why will Saz/hazard the honour of Iſrael on ſo unlikely an head ? The 
| Philiſtims,eſpecially their great Champion, luokt upon him with ſcorne, diſCaining 
|| ſobaſe a combatant;(Am 1 4a dog, that thon comeſt tome with ſlaves ? ) What conld bee 
| ſaid more firly ? Had(t thou beene any other then a dog (O Geliah) thou hadlt never 
| openedrhy foule mourh to barke againſtthe hoſt of God, and the God of hoſts: If 
| David had thought, thee any otherthen a very dog, he had never come to thee with 
a ſtaffe and a ſtone. / 

The laſt words, that evcrthe Philiſtim all ſpeake,are curſes.and brags; (Cometo 
| meand Iillgivethy fleſh antothe Fowles of the heaven, andthe beaſts of the field)Selcome 
| ever was there a good end of oftentation : Preſumption is atonce the preſage, and 
cauſe ofruine : He is a weake adycrfary,that can bee killed with words : That man 
which cou!dnot feare the Gyants hard,cannot feare his tongue - If words ſhall firſt 
encounter, the Philiſtim receives the firſt foile, and ſhall firſt let in death into his! | 
| care,ercit enter into his forehead: (Thoucomeſt to me with a ſword,&s a fpeare, a ſhield, 
bat 1 cometothee inthe name of the Lord of Hoſts, the Godof the haſt of Iſrael, whom thou|x, 
haſt railed upoa: T his day ſhall the Lord cloſe thee in my hand, and I ſhall ſmite thee, ard, | 
take thine head from thee.) Here 18 another ſtile, nor of a boaſter, but of a Prophcr: 
Now ſhall Ge/:4h know, whence to expect his bane, even from the hands: of a re- 
 vengingCod,that (ball ſmirce k:m by David,and now ſhall learne rco late, what it is 
| romeddiewith an 2nemy.,that goes under the inviſible protectionof the Almighty. 
/ No ſooner hath Dav:/dſpoken,rthen his foor and hand ſecond his tongae:He runs ro 
| fight wich the Philiſtim : Ir is a cold courage that ſtands onely upon defence : As a 
manzrhat ſaw no cauſe of feare, and was full of the ambicion of viory ,he fles upon 
| that monſter,and with a ſtore.out of his bag ſmires him in the forehead: There was 
No part of Gol14h,that was capable of that danger,bur the face,and that piece of the 
facezthe reſt was defenced witha brazen wall,which a weakeſling would have tryed 
tobarter in vaine: what could Go/74h feare to ſee an adverſary cometohim withour 
edge or point? And behold that one part hath God found our for the entrance-of 
| death : He that could have cauſed the ſtone to paſſe through the ſhield: and breaſt- 
| Plate of Goliah, rather directs the ftone to thar part, whoſe nakedneſſe pave advan- 
| tage: Whererhere is power or pothibilitie of nature, God uſes not to work miracles, 
| but chuſes:the way that lyes'moſt open to his purpoſes. - | 
.\. The vaſt forchead was a faire marke,bur how eaſily might the fling have miſſed} 
|-1t,if there had not beene another hand in this caſt beſides Davids 2 He'thar guided 
Davidimtothis field, andraiſed his.courage to this combar, guides the ſtone ro his 
end and lodges It inthar ſeate of impudence: There now lyeth the great defier of I{- 
rael,groveling and grinning in death,8&is not ſuffered to dealeone blow for his a, 
an 
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| and bires the unwelcome earth for indignation,thathee dyes by the hand of a Shep- 

| heard: Earth ard Hell ſhare him berwixt them;ſach is the end of inſolence,and pre-|' 
ſumption.O God, what 1s fleſh and blood to thee , which canſtmake a little peeble- 
ſtone ſtronger then a Gyanr,and when thou wilt,by the weakeft meanes canſt ſtrew 
thine enemies in the duſt ? Wherenow arethe two ſhields of Gol:ab, that they did 
nor beare off this ſtroke of death? or wherefore ſerves that Weavers beame., but to 
ſtrike rhe earth in falling ? or that ſword, but to behead his Maſter? What needed 
David load himſelte withan unneceſſary weapon ? one ſword can ſerve both Goltah 
and him;If Goliab hada man to beare his ſhield, David had Geliah to beare his ſvord, 
wherewith that proud blaſphemous head is ſevered fromhis ſhoulders: Nothin 
more honours God, then the turning of wicked mens forces againſt chemſelves: 
There 1s none of his eneries , but caries withrhem their owne deſtruction. Thus 
did{t thon,O Sonne of David, foyle Sathan with his owne weapon; that, whereby 
he meant deſtruction to thee and us , vanquiſhed him through thy mighty power, | 


and raiſed thee to that glorious triumph , and ſuperexaltation , wherein rhouarr, 
wherein we ſhal bee with thee. 
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JonaTnaNs Lowe, and Sauis 
Emvy. 


JEſides the diſcomfiture of the Philiſtims , Davids viftorie had a double 
a 1fſne; 1onathans Love , and Sauls Envy, which God ſo mixed, that the 
one was a remedy of theother: A good ſonne makes amends for a way- 
ward father : How precious was that ſtone that killed ſuch an enem 
as Goliah, and purchaſed ſuch a friend as loxathan? All $auls Courtiers 
lookt upon David,none ſo affefed him,none did match him but 1on4than:That true 
correſpondence, that was both in their faich and valour , hath knit their hearts - If 
David did ſet upon a Beare , a Lyon, a Gyant ; TNonathan had ſetupon a whole 
Hoſt , and preyailed : The ſame Spirit animatedborh, the ſame Faith incired both, 
the ſame Hand proſpered both : All Iſrael was not worth this paire of friends, fo 
zealouſly confident, ſo happily victorious : Similicude of diſpoſitions and eſtates 
tyes the ſafeſt knots of affeftion : A wile foule hath piercingeyes, and hath quickly 
diſcerned the likelineſſe of it ſelfe in another ; as we doe no ſooner looke into the 
glaſſe or Water , but faceanſivers to face ; and whereit ſees a perfect reſemblance 
of itſelfe , cannot chooſe bur loye ic with the ſame affection , rhat it reflefts upon 
it ſelfe. 

No man ſaw David that day,which had ſo much cauſe to diſ-affet him ; none in 
all Iſrael ſhould be a looſer by Davids ſucceſſe,bur onathan : Saul was ſure enough 
ſerled for his time, onely his Succeſſor ſhould forgoe all that , which David ſhould | 
eaine;ſo as none but David ſtands in 7onathans light,and yet althis cannot abate one 
jor,or dram of his love: Where God uniteth hearts, carnall reſpeCts are roo weake to 
difſeyer them , fince that, which breakes off affeFion , muſt needs be ſtronger rhen 
that which conjoyneth ir. 

Tonathan dothnot deſire to ſmother hisloye by concealment. bur profeſſesit in his 
cariage & a&tions:He puts off the Robe,thar was upon him , & all his garments even 
ro his Sword,8 bow,8 Girdle, and gives them unto hisnew friend : It was perhaps 
not withour a myſtery,that Sauls cloths fitred not David,but 7onathavs fitted him, 8c 
theſe he is as gladto weare , as he was to be difburthened of che other : thatthere | 
might be a perfe&reſemblice, their bodies are ſuted,as welas their hearts: Now the 
beholders can fay,there goes 1ovarhans other ſelfe ; If there bee another body under | 
thoſe cloths, there is the ſame ſoule. Now David hath caſt off his rufſer coate, and | 
his ſcrip,and is a Shepheard no more; he is ſuddenly become both a Courtier, and a 
Captaine,and a Companion to the Prince ; yet himſelfe isnot changed with his ha- | 
bit,with his condition:yea rather(as if hiswiſedome had reſervedirſelfe tor his ex-| 
altarion)he ſo manageth a ſudden Greatnefſe, as that he winneth all hearts: N_ 

| | | EWes 
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preferre kim to aremoredignity, then endure him an 


OG EA II _ 
——_— 


| 6 . . TRA IP een. 
(bewes the man,and if there be any blemiſhes of imperfeion , they will bee ſcene] þ | 
in the man.that is inexpectedly Iifred above his fellowes: He is out of the danger of | | 


folly,whom a ſpecdy adyaucement leaveth wile. 

Joxathap loved David, the Souldiers honoured him , the Court favoure@him the 
people applauded him,onely $ax/ltomackt him , and therefore hated him, becauſe 
hee was ſo happy in all beſides himſelfe : It had beene a ſhame for all Iſrael , ifthey 
had nor magnified their Champion : Saw/s owne heart could not but tell him, thar| 
they did owe the glory of thatday , and the fafery of himfelfeaiid Iſrael , unto 
the ſling of David,who in one man {]ue all thoſe thouſands at a blow. It was enough 
for the puiflant King of Ifrael,te follow the chaſe, and to kill them , whom Dav;g 
had pur to flight; yethe , thatcould lend his clothes and his armour to this exploir 


[-1 
cannot abide to part with the honour of itto him , that had earned ir fo dearely; | | 
The holy Songs of David had not more quieted his ſpirit before , then now the | ® 
chankfull Song of the [{raelitiſh women vexed him: Onelittle Dirtie (of Saxl harh | 


ſlaine his thouſand , and David hy ten thouſand ) ſung unto the Timbrels of Iſſac! | 
fercht againe that evill ſpirit,which Davids Muſicke had expelled : Saul needed nor. 
the torment of a worſe ſpirit,then Envie. Ohthe unreaſonableneſle of this wicked 
paſſion ! The women gave Sau/ more,and Davidlefſſe, then he deſerved : For Saul. 
alone could not kill a thouſand , and Dawvidin that one att of killing Gol:ah, ſluein | 
effect, all the Philiſtims that wereſlaine that day ; and yer becauſe they give more 
ro David chen to himfelte , he that ſhould haye endired , and begun that Song of| 
thankfulnefſe , repines and growes now as mad with envy , as he was before with 
oriefe : Truth and Juſtice are no proteCtion againſt Malice ; Envie is blind to all 
objeQs,{ave other mens happineſſe : If the eyes of men could bee contained within 
their owne bounds, and not rove forth into compariſons , there could be no place 


for this vicious affection , but when they haye once raken this lawleſſe ſcope to 


(ontemplations. Lis. XII. = | 


themſelves,they loſe the knowledge ofhome,and care onely tobe employed abroad 
in their owne torment. 


Never was Sa#s breſt ſo fit a lodging for the evill ſpirit,as now, that it is dreſt up 
with envy:It1s as impoſſible that Hell ſhould bee free from Devil!s, asa malicious 
heart - Nowdorh the trantike King of Iſtael renew hisold firs , and walkes, and 
talkesdiſtractedly; He was mad with David, and whoburt David muſt be called to 
alay his madneſſe? Such was Davids wiſedome, hee could not bur know the termes, 
wherein heſtood with Sau; yer in lieu ofthe harſh and diſcordous notes ofhis ma. 
ſters envy,he returnes pleaſing Muſicke unto him:He can never bee good Courtier. 
nor good man,that hath not learned to repay, if not injuries withthankes yet evil 
with good. Whiles there wasa Harpe in Davids hand, there was a Speare in Sau!; 
wherewith he threatens death as the recompence of that ſweer melodie : He Gaid 
( 1 will ſmite David through tothe wall, ) It is well for the innocent, that wicked men 
cannot keep their owne counſell;Cod fercherh their thoughts out of their mouthes, 
or their countenance fora ſeaſonable prevention , which elſe might proceed ro ſe- 
cret execution : It was time for David to withdraw himſelfe, his obedience didnor | 
tye him tobce the marke of a furious maſter ; he might eaſe 4s! with his muſicke, 


with his blood he might not - Twice therefore dothhe avoid the Preſence, nor the 
Court,not the Service of Sas. x 


| 


One would have thought rather , that David ſhould haye beene affraid of 
Sul becauſe the Devil was fo ſtrong withhim , then that Sau/ ſhould be afraid of i 
David, becauſe the Lord 

none in David of Seal : Hatred and feare are ordinary companions * David 
had wiſedame and faith to diſpell his feares , Saul had Bae butinfidelicie, 


and dejeted, ſelfe-condemned , diſtempred thoughts , which muſt needs nou- 
riſhthem ; 


was with him ; yet we findeall the feare in Sau/ of David, | 


e 


; = Saul could nor teare any' hurt from David , whom he found fo. 


loyall and ſerviceable : ' He feares onely roo much good unto David: and the 
envious feare is much morethen the diſtruſtfull - noe Davids preſence begins 
to be more diſpleaſing, then his muſicke was Liver ; Deſpight it {elfe had rather 
eerer atcendant;This promo- 
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"Lis, XII, Jonathansove,andSauls envy. 


A | tion encreaſeth Davids honour and love;and this love and honour aggrayates Saul; 
hatred and feare. | rs 

Sauls madnefſe hath nor bereaved him of his craft: for perceiving how great Da- 
vid was growne inthe reputation of Iſrael, he dares not offer any perſonall, or di- 
ret violence to him, but hires him into. the jawes ofa ſuppoſed death, by no lefſe 
price, then his eldeſt Daughter q (B ehold mine «laeſt dang ht er cMerab : ber willI give 
thee to wife,oncly be 4 valiant Sonne to mee, and fight the Lords Battels. ) Could ever man 
ſpeace more graciouſly,moreholily > What could. bee more gracioufly offered by a 
King , then his eldeſt Daughrer 2 - What care could be more holy then of the Lords 
battels ? yet never did Sau/ intend ſo much miſchiefe to Dav:d, or ſo muchunfairh- 
falneſſe ro God,as when he ſpake thus : There is never ſo much danger of the falſe. 
| hearted,as whenthey make the faireſt weather: Sayls Speare bade David be gone; | 

bur his plauſible words invice him to danger, This honour was due to David be- 
fore, upon the compact of his victory : yer he, thar twice enquired into the reward 
of that enterprize, before henndertooke it, never demandedit after that atchieve- 
ment;neither had Sas! the juſtice to offer it;as a recompence of ſo noble an exploit, 
but as a ſnare to an envied victory. Charitie ſuſpets not: David conſtrues that;as an | 
effet and argument of his Maſters love,which was no other bur a child of Envy,but 
a plot of miſchiefe;and though he knew his owne deſert,8 the juſtice of his claime 
to Merab; yet hee ina {incere humilitie diſparageth himſelfe , and his Parentage 
with a who am 1? 

As it was not the purpoſe of this modeſty in David torejet , but to ſollicit the 
proffered favour of Saul; ſo was it not in the power of this baſhfull humiliation ro 
rurnebacke the edge of ſo keene an envy : It helpes not that David makes himſelfe 
meane,whilez others magnific his worth - Whatſoever the colour was, Sal meant 
nothing to Devid but danger and death ; and fince all thoſe Battels will not effe& 
that which hee deſfred,himſelfe will not effect that which he promiſed-If he cannor 
kill David, he will diſgrace him; Dawids honour , was Sauls diſeaſe. It was'not like- 
ly therefore , that San/ would adde unto that honour, whereof he was fo ficke al- 
ready : Merab is givento another ; neither doe I heare David complaine of ſo mani- 
feſtan injuſtice : He knew , that the God whoſe battels he fought , had provided a | 
due reward of his patience: If Mera faile, God hatha Afrchal in ſtore for him, ſhe is | 
in love with David ; his comlinefle and valour have ſo wonne her heart, that ſhee 
now emulates the affection of her Brother lenathan : If ſhe be the yonger Siſter, yer | 
(he is more affectionate: Saul is glad of the newes , his Daughter could never live to 
| doe him hetter ſervice,then to be a new ſnare to his Adverfarie: Shee ſhall bee ther- 
fore ſacrificed to his envie,and her honeſt and fincere love ſhall bee made a bait for 

her worthy and innocent Huſband. ( 7 will give him ber , that ſhee may be a ſnare nn- 
to him, that the hand of the Philiflims may beagainſt him : ) The purpoſe of any favour 
| 15 more then the value of it : Even the greateſt honours may be given with an intent 
of deſtrution-Many a man is raiſed up fora fall.So forwardis Savin the match, that 
| hee ſends ſpokes-men to ſollicit David to that honour, which hee hopes will proove 
| the high way to death: The dowry is ſet ; An hundred fore-ſkins of the Philiſtims; | 
' not their heads, but their fore-ſkins,that this victorie might bee more ignominious; | 

ſtill thinking,why may not one David miſcary,as well as hundred Philiſtims? And| 
what doth $as/s envie all this while, but enhance Davids zeale, and valour, and glo- 
rie 2 That good Caprainelittle imagining that himſelfe was the Philiſtim , whom | 
$«4l maligned, ſapererogates of his Maſter, and brings two hundred for one, andre- | 

rurnes home ſafe,andrenowned , neither can Sav/ now fly for ſhame - There isno | 
remedy but David muſthee a ſonne,where he was a rivall; and Sau! muſt feed upon | 
his owne heart, ſince he cannot ſee Davids : Gods bleſſing graces equally together | 


with mans malice,neither can they deviſe, which way to make us more happy, then 
by wiſhing us evill, 
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His advantage can Ss/ yet make of Davids promotion ; that as his Aq. 
yerſarie is raiſed higher, ſo hee is drawne nearer to the op rtunity 
Tof death : Now hath his envie caſt off all ſhame ; ſince thoſe craf. 
tie plots ſacceed not, hee directly ſabornes Murtherers of his rival]: 
There is none in all the Court that 1s not ſet on to be an Execcyi. 
oner : Tonathas himſelfe-is ſollicired toimbrue his hand in the blood ofhis friend, 
ofhis Brother. Saul could not but ſee 1onathans cloathes on Davids backe;hee could 
not but know the league of their love ; yet becauſe he knew withall, how inuch the 
proſperitic of David would prejudice /onathaw, he hoped to have found him his ſon 
in malice : Thoſe that have the Iaundis ſee all thingsyellow; thoſe which are over. 
growne'with malicious pafſions,thinke all men like themſelyes. -*"-- "1Eh 
I doe not heare of any reply that 7ovathas made to his father when he gavehim 
that bloody charge;but he waits for a fit time to diflwade him from fo cruell an in- 
juſtice : Wiſedome had taught him to give way to rage,and in ſo hardan adventure 
to crave aid of opportunitie - : If we be not carefull to obſerve good moodes when 
wee deale with the paſſionate , we may exaſperate 1n ſtead of reforming : Thus did 
Ionathan, who knowing how much betterit is to be a good friend, then an 11! ſonne, 
had not onely diſcloſed that 1] counſel, but when he found his father in the fields 
in a calmer temper., laboured to divert it - | And fo farre doth the ſeaſonable and 
pithy Oratory of 1onathas prevaile, that Saul 15 convinced of his wrong , and fivea- 
res, as Godlives, David{hall not die; Indeed how could it be otherwhiſe , upon 
the plea of Davids innocence, and well deſervings ? How conld Sax! fay he ſhould 
dye, whom hee could accuſe of nething but faithfulnefſſe 2 Why ſhould he 
deſigne him todeath ,' which had given life to all Iſtael? Oft-times wicked mens 
jadgments are forced to yeeld unto that truth againſt which their affections main- 
tainea rebellion : Even the fouleſt hearts doe ſomerimes enrertaine good motions; 
like as orvthe contrary , the holieſt ſoules give way ſometimes to the ſuggeſtions 
of evill : The flaſhes of lighrning may be diſcerned in the darkeſt Priſons. Bur if 
good thoughts looke into a wicked heart, they ſtay not there as thoſe thar like nor 
their lodging, they are ſoone gone ; Hardly any thing diſtinguiſhes betwixrgood & 
evill , bur continuance: The light that ſhines into an holy heart is conſtant; hke thar 
of the Sunne,which keepes due times,and varies not his courſe for any of rheſe ſub- 
lunary occaſions. FEE] | 
The Philiſtims Warres renne: Davids victory , and Davids yictory renues Sauls 
envy,and'Sawls enyy renues the plots of Davids death : Vowes and Oaths are for- 
| gotten: That evill ſpirit which vexes '$aul hath found ſo much favour with him, as 
co winne him to theſe bloody machinations againſt an innocent, His owne hands 
 ſhallfirſt be employed in this execution ; The ſpeare , which had twice before 
threatned death to David, ſhall now once againe goe upon that meſſage : Wiſe Da- 
viathat knew the danger of an hollow friend , and reconciled enemy , and that 
found more cauſe to minde Savls earneſt,then his owne play', gives way by his nim- 
vleneſſe,ro that deadly weapon,andrefigning that ſtrooke unto the wall;flies for his 
life. No man khowes how to be ſureof an unconſcionable man : If ether goodneſle, 
or merit, or athnitie,or reaſons,or oaths could ſecure a man, David had beene ſafe; 
now if his heeles doe not more befriend himthen all theſe , hee is a dead man. No 
{ooneris hee gone then the meſſengers are ſped after him : Ir hath binſeldome 
ſcene that wickedneſſe wanted Executioners ; Davids houſe is beſet with Mur- 
derers , which watchatall his doores,for the opportunitie of blood Who can but 
wonder to ſee how God hath fetcht from the loynes of Saul a remedy for the ma- 
Iiceof Sauls heart ? His owne children are the onely meanes to crofſe him inthe 
anne , andto preſerve his guiltlefſe Adverſarie 3 Michal hath more then notice 
of the plot, and with her ſubtill wit countermines her father , forthe reſcue of| 
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lying with a Pillow under his head; and now bluth to ſee they haveſpentalltheir | 
threats upon a ſenſelefſe ſtocke;and made themſelves ridiculcus, whiles they would | 
be ſerviceable. Sj I BE Te yp t 
But how ſhall Michal anſwer this mockage unto het furious father ? Hithetto ſhe | 
hath done like Davids wife ; now ſhe begins to be Sav/s Daughter ; ( He ſaidto! 
mee, Let me oe , or elſe Iwill kill thee. ) She whoſe wir had delivered her Huſband | 
from the Sword of her Father, now turnes the edge of her Fachers wrath from her | 
ſelfe to her Huſband. Hisabſence made her preſume of his ſafery : If tichal had | 
not bin of Sas{s plot, he had never expoſtulated with her in thoſe termes, Why haſt - 
thay let mine enemy eſcape? neither had ſhe framed that anſiver , He ſaid, Let nie goe. 1 
doe. not find any great ſtore of religion in Michal, for bath ſhe had an Image in the ! 
houſe, andafterward mocked David tor his devotion : yet Nature hath taughther | 
to prefer a Huſband to a Father ;, to elude a Father from whom ſhe could nor fly, 
to ſave an huſband , which durſt not but fly from her : The bonds of matrimo- | 
nial loye are, and ſhould bee ſtronger then thoſe of nature 5 Thoſe reſpettsare 
mutuall which God appointed in the firſt inſticution of Wedlocke ; That Huſband 
and Wife ſhould leave Father and Mother for cach others fake: Treaſon is ever 
oo : butſo much more in the Mariage-bed, by how mach the obligations are 
eeper. [art ib. 

+ ſhe loved her Huſband better then her Father, ſo ſhe loved her ſelfe bertep 
then her hnſband; ſhe ſayed her huſband by a wyle , and now ſhee ſaves her ſelfe by 
a lye ; and loſes halfe the thanke of her deliverance , by an officious ſander : Her 

_ a&t was good, but ſhe wants courage to maintaine it ; and therefore ſeekes.ro the | 
weake ſhelter of untruth : Thoſe that doe good offices, not out of conſcience, bur | 
good nature or civilitie,ifrhey meet an aftrontof danger, ſeldome come off cleanly, 
þur are ready ro catch atall excuſes, though baſe, though injurious; becauſetheir 
grounds are not ſtrong enough to beare them our in ſuffering for that , which they | 
have well done. | Gn 
 Whitherdoth David fly,but ro the Sanftuary of Samwe/? He doth not(though he 
knew himſelfe gracious with the Souldiers ) raiſe forces,or take ſome ſtrong Fort, 
and there ſtand upon his owne defence, andat defiance with his King : bur he gets 
| him tothe Colledgeof the Prophets, as a man that would ſeeke the peaceable pro- 
 tectionof the King of Heaven againſt the unjuſt fury ofa King on earth; Onely the 
| wing of God ſhall hide him from that violence. | | 
God intended ro make David nota Warriour, and a King onely, bur a Propher | 
| too; As the field ficred him forthe firſt |} and che Court for the ſecond, ſo Na- | 
' joth ſhall fic him fot the third. Doubtleſle .( ſuch was Davids delight inholy me-} 
| ditations ) he heverſpent his time ſo contentedly , as when hee was retired to | 
| thar divine Academie, and ſofull freedome to enjoy God , and to fatiate him- ! 
| ſelfe with heavenly exerciſes : The onely doubt is how Sawne! can give harbour 
| to a man fled from the anger of his Prince; wherein,the very perſons of both give 
| abundanc fatiſfa&tion : for both. Samuel knew the counſell of God, and durſt doe | 
' nothing without it ; and David was by Samxel anointed from God : This Un- | 
| ion was a mutuall Bond : Good reaſon: had David to ſte to him , which had 
| powred the Oyle on his head, for the ag og head which he had anointed; 
and good reaſon had Samuel to hide him , whi God by his meanes had choſen ; 
' from him whom God had by his ſentence rejeted ; beſides, thatthe cauſe de- 
| ſeryed commiſeration : Here was not a Malefator running away from Juſtice ; but 
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an innocent avoyding Murder : not a Traitor countenanced againſt his Soveraigne, 
but the Deliverer of Iſrael harboured tm a' SanQtuarie of Prophets till his Peace A 
11ght be'made. PR © os 
+ Ten chither doth $4/ ſend ro apprehend David': AN his rage did not incenſe: 
him againft Sxmnel as the Abertor of hisAdverſarie;Such an impreſlion of reverence 
had the perſon;and calling ofthe Prophet left in the minde of Sau, that heecannor 
chinke of ifringup his hand againſt him:The ſame God which didat the firſt Putan 
awe ofman im the fierceſt creatures, hath ſtamped 1n the cruelteſt hearts a reyeren 
reſpedt to hisowne image in'his Miniſters; ſo as even they that hate them, doe yer! 
honour themi/ 7 | 7 | | = 
S$auls meſſengerscame to lay hold on Davia,Gad layes hold oh them: No ſooner 
doe they ſee acompany off Prophets buſtein thoſe divine Exercites , under rhe mo- 
deration of Samuel,then they are turned fromExecutioners 0 Prophets. Ir is good 
going up to Najoth,into'the holy Afſemblies ; who knowes how we may be chan- 
oed beſideontiritentiofMany one hath come into Gods Houlc to carpe, or ſtoffe, 
orſleepe,or gaze,thathath returned a Converr. 
The ſame heart that was thus diſquieted with Davids happy ſucceſſe , is now 
vexed with the holinefſe of his other Servants.Ir angers him that Gods Spirit could 
finde no other time to ſeize upon his Agents , than when he had ſent them to kill: 
And now out of an indignation at this diſappointment, himſelte will goe and behis 
owne Servant :; His guilty ſoule findes it ſelfe out of the danger of being thus ſar- 
prized; Andbehold Sasl 3s: no ooner come withinthe ſmell of the ſmoake of Na- 
joth, then hee alſopropheſies ; The fame Spirir that , when he wentfirſt from | , 
Samuel, inabled him to propheſie , returnesin the ſame effe& now that' hee was 
going ( hislaſt) unto Samuel : Fhis was fuch a grace as might well ſtand with 
rejection ; an extraordinary gift of the ſpirit , but nor ſandtifying : Many* men 
have had their mouthes opened to propheſie unto others, whoſe hearts have beene 
deafe to God; Bur this { ſachas it was ) was farre from Sazls purpoſe, who in ſtead 
of expoſtulating with Samuel , falls downe before him ; and laying aſide his wea- 
 pons , and his Robes, of a Tyrant proves ( fot the time)a Diſciple: All hearts are in 
the hand of their Maker;how eaſe is it fot him that gave them theirbeing ,to frame 
them to his owne bent £ Whocan bee affraid of malice, that knowes what hookes 


God hath in the noſtrils of menand Devils 2 What charmes hee hath for the moſt 
| Serpentine hearts ? | 
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Davip and AnlmEeLECH, 


Ho can ever judge of the Children by the Parents, that knowes [6- 

rathan was the ſon of Saul 2 There was nevera falſer heart then 

Sanls, there wasnevera truer friend then 7enathan ; Neither the 

hope of a Kingdome,nor the frownes of a Father, nor the feare of | 

death can remove himfrom his vowed amity: No ſonne could be 

= morc officious, and dutifull to a good father , yethe layes downe 

the foot of grace; and for the preſeryation of his innocent Rivall for the 
Kingdome,crofſes the bloody deſignes of his owne Parent : David needs no other 
Counſellor ,.no other Advocate, no other Intelligencerthen he : Irisnort in the 
power of $4#ls unnaturall reproaches, or of his Speare, to make 1onathan any other 
then a friend,and patron of innocence:Even after all theſe difficulties ;doth 1onathan 
ſhoot beyond David,that Sazl may ſhoot ſhort of him,in vaine are thoſe profeſſions 
of love,which are notanſwered with ation;He is no true friend rhat(beſides talke) 
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15 not ready both to doe and ſuffer. VI 

Saul no whit the better forhis propheſying ; heno ſooner riſesup from before 
Samnel,then he purſes David.Wicked men arerather the worſe for thoſe tranſitor) 
good motions they have received.If the ſwine be rieyer fo cleanewaſhed, ſhbe wi | 
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N |wallow againe : That we have good thoughts, it is no thanke to ns; that we anſwer 
chem not, it is both our ſinneand judgement. 

David hath learned not to truſt theſe fits of devotion, but flyes from Samwel to 10. 
#athan,from 1onathan-to Ahimelech;when he was hunted from the Propher, he flyes 
rothe Prieſt,as one that knew juſtice and compaſſion ſhovld dwell in thoſe breaſts 
which are conſecrated unto God. 

The Arke and the Tabernacle werethen ſeparated; The Ark was at Kiriathjearim 
the Tabernacle at Nob;God was preſent with both : Whither ſhould David flye for 
ſaccour but to the Houſe of that God, which had anointedhim> _ 

Ahimelech was wont to ſee David attended with the troupes of Iſrael,or with the | 
Gallants of the Court; it ſeemes ſtrange therefore tohim,toſee ſo great a Peere and 
Champion of Iſrael cone alone; Theſe are the alterations to which earthly Great- 
nefſe is ſubje; Not many dayes are paſt, ſince noman was honoured at Court but 
[ozathan and D avid; now they are both for the time in diſgrace; Now dare not the 
Kings Sonne in Law,Brother to the Prince both in Love and Marjage,ſhew his head 
at the Court;nor any of thoſe that bowed to him,dare ſtir a foot wich him; Princes 
are as the Sunne,and great Subjeas are like to Dials,if the Sun ſhine not on the Dial 
no man will looke at it. 

Even he thatovercame the Beare,the Lyon,the Gyanr, is overcome with feare : 
He that had cur off two hundred fore-ſkinsof the Philiſtims,had not circumciſed his 
owne heart ofthe weake paſſions that follow Diſtruſt; Now that he is hard driven, 
he pradtiſesto helpe himſelfe with an unwarranrable ſhift : Who can looke to paſſe 
this Pilgrimage without infirmities when Davi4diflemblethto Ahimelech A weake 
mans rales may be better than the beſt mans actions;God lets us ſee ſome blemiſhes 
inhis holieſt Servants, that wee may bee neicher roo highly conceited of fleſh and 
blood,nor too much dejefted when we have beene miſcarryed into ſinne. Hitherto 
hath David gone upright, now he begins to halt with thePrieſtof God; and under: 
pretence of Sau/s imployment,drawes that favour from Abiwelech, which (hall af- 
terwards coſt himhis head. 

What could Ahimelech have thought too deare for Gods Anointed, for Gods | 
Champion ? It is not like but that if David had ſincerely opened himſelfe to the 
Prieſt as he hath done to the Prophet, 4 himelech would have ſeconded Samuel in 
ſome ſecret and ſafe ſuccour of founjuſt a diſtreſſe, wheras he is now by a falſe colour | 
led'ro that kindneſſe which ſhall be prejudicial to his life : Extremities of evill are 
commonly inconſiderate; either for that we have not leiſure ro our thoughts, or 
perhaps (ſo as we may be perplexed) not thoughts toour leiſure: What would Da- 
vidhave given afterwards to haye redeemed thisover-ſight? 
 Underthispretence he craves a double favour of _4himelech; The one of bread 
for his ſuſtenance, the other of a Sword tor his defence : There was no bread under 
the hands ofthe Prieſt bur that which was conſecrated ro God; and whereof none 
might traſt bur the devored Servants of the Altar;Even that which was with ſolemn 
dedication ſer upon the holy Table before the face of God; a Sacramentall Bread 
preſented roGod with Incenſe, figuring that true Bread that came downe fro Hea- 
ven; yereven this Bread might in caſe of neceſſity become common, and be given 
by C4 himelech and received by Davidand his followers: Our Saviour himſelf juſti- 
| ies theatt of both, Ceremonies mult give place to ſubſtance; God will have Mercy 
{ and not Sacrifice;Charity is the ſamme and the end ofthe Law; That muſt be aimed 
at inall oura@ions; wherein it may fallout, that the way ro keepe the Law may bee 
to breake it;rhe intention may be kepr,and the Letter violated;and it may be adan- 
gerous tranſpreflion of the Law to obſerve the words,andneglett the ſcope of God; 
That which would have diſpenſed with David for the ſubſtance of the act, would 
have much more diſpenſed with him for the circumſtance; The touch of their law- 
{full Wives had contrated a legall impurity,nor a morall; That could have beene no 

ſufficient reaſon why in an urgentneceſſiry they might not have partaked of theho-| 
ly Bread : Ahimelech was no perfect Caſuiſt, theſe men might not famiſh, if they 
were ceremonially impure.But this queſtion bewrayed the care of Ahimelech in di- | 
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Contemplations, bL1is.X Tom 


ftributing the holy Bread, There might be in theſe mena double incapacity, the one 
as they were Seculars, the other, as uncleane; he faw the one muſt be, he feared leſt 
the other ſhould be: as one that wiſhed as little indiſpoſition (as poſlible might be) 
in thoſe which ſhould be fed from Gods Table. pans fe noun nyt 
It is ſtrange that David ſhould come to the Prieſtof God for a Sword ; Who' in| 
all Iſrael was ſo unlikely to furniſhhim with weapons,asa man of Peace, whoſe ar-| 
mout wasonely ſpiritoall? Doubtleſſe David knew well where Goliabs Sword liy . 
as the noblerelique of Gods vitorious detiverance, \dedicated to the. ſame Gog, 
which won it; at this did that ſuit ayme? None could be fo fit for P4avia,none could 
be ſo fit fof ir is David : Who could have ſo much right to that Sword,as he againſt 
whom it was drawne;and by whom it was taken ? There was more in that Sword, 
thin Merall.& form; David could never caſt his eye. uponit, but he ſaw an undoubt- 
ed monument of the mercifull. prore&tion of the. Almighty ; there was therefore 
more ſtrength in that Sword, than ſharpneſle; neither 'was Davids. arme ſo much 
ſtrengthened by it as his faich; nothing can overcome him; whiles hee caries with 
him thar aſfared ſigne of victory : It is good to take all occaſions of renuing the re- 
membrance of Gods metcies.to us; and out obligations to him; . . 7 
| Dveg the Maſter of Sau/s Herdmen(for he that went to ſeek his Fathers Aﬀesbe- | 
fore he was King,hith herds and droves now that he is a King)was now inthe Court | 
of the Tabernacle, upon ſome occaſion of deyorion; Though an Iſtaelire in profeſſi- 
on, he was an Edomirte no lefle in heartrhan inbled; yet hee hath ſame vow upon 
him.,and not onely comes up to Gods Houle,but abides beforethe Lorc:Hypocrites 
have equall accefleto the publike places,and meanes of Gods ſervice + Even he that 
knowes the heart, yet ſhuts his doores upon none, how much lefſe ſhould we dare to 
exclude any, whichcan onely judge of the heart by the face. j© 8". . - 
Doeg may ſet his foot as far within rhe Tabernacle,as Davi;he ſecs the paſſages 
betwixt him,and 4Ahimelechand layes them up for an advantage; Whiles hee ſhould 
have edified himſelfe by thoſe holy ſervices,he carpes at the Prieſt of God, and(after 
a lewd miſ-interpretation of his aftions)of anatrendanc,proves an accufer; To incur 
favour with an unjuſt Maſter,he informes agaihſt innocent Ahimelech;8& makes that 
his at which was drawne from him by a cunning circumvention : When we ſee our 
Auditors before us,little do we know with what hearts they are there;nor,what uſe 
they will make of theirpretended devotion : If many come in fimplicitie of heart 
toſerve their God,ſome others may perhaps come to obſerve their Teachers, ard to 
picke quarrels where none are; Onely God and the iflue can diſtinguiſh betwixt a 
David, and a Doeg, when they are both in the Tabernacle. Honeſt Akimelech could 
little ſuſpe& that he now offered a Sacrifice for his Executioner, yea, for the Murthe- 
rer of all his Family : Oh the wiſe and deepe judgements of the Almighty ! God 
owed a revenge to the Houſe of El:,and now by the delationof Doeg,he takes occa- 
fion to pay it : It was juſt in God, which in Doeg was moſt unjuſt : 'Sa/s cruelty and 
the treachery of Does doe not loſe one dram of their guilt by the Counſell of God; 
neither doth the holy Counſell of Godgather any blemifhby their wickednefſe; It 
it had pleaſed Godto infli& deathupon them ſooner without any pretence of occa- 
| fion, his Juſtice had beenecleere from all imputations; now if Saul and Deeg bee 1n- 
ſtead ofa peſtilence or fever, who can cavill? The judgements of God are not open, 
| but are alwayes juſt; He knowes how by one mans ſinne to puniſh the ſfinne of ano- 
ther, and by both their ſinnes and puniſhments to glorifie himſelfe. If his word 
| ſleepe, it ſhall not die, bur after long intermiſſions breakes forth in thoſe effects 
which we had forgotten to looke for, and ceaſed to feare. O Lord, thou art ſure 
when thou threatneſt, and juſt when thon indgeſt ; Keep thou us from the ſentence 
of death,elſe in vaineſhall we labour to keepe our ſelyes fromthe execution. 
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Right Honourable, 
> Fer ſome unpleaſng intermiſſions, F returne to 
that taske of Contemplation, wherein onely my 
Soule findeth reſt. Ff in other implayments F 
have indeavoured to ſerve God and hy Church, 
Q yet in none (1muſt confeſſe) with equallcon- 
tentment.o*Mee thinkes Controverſie is not 
right in my way tobeaven; however the importunitie of an Adver - 
ſary may forceme tofetchit in: If Truth oppreſſed by an erroneous 
Teacher cry (like a raviſht Uirgin) for my aid,1 betray it of | 
releeve it not ; when Thave done, {returne gladly to theſe paths 
of Peace. T he favour which my late Polemicall labour hath 
found Cheyond merit) from the Learned,cannot divert my love to 
| thoſe) +] 
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| ſors of the deare N ame of Chriſt might bee taken up with no- 


whereof hath ſo farre affefled meethat (if Imight doe it without 


A EIN 


Tux EvyisrLe, &c. 


wt 


thoſe wrangling Studies. How earneſtly doth my heart rather |* 
wiſh an unrverſall ceſſation of theſe eArmes ;that all the Profeſ. 


thing but holy and peaceable thoughts of Devotion;the ſweetneſſe 


danger of miſ-conſiruttion) I could beg even of an Enenue thi 

leaveto be happy, F have already given account tothe World,of| | 
ſome expences of my heures thu way,and here F bring more;which 
if ſome Reader may cenſure as poore, none cancenſure as unprofi- 


: £ 


table. F am bold to write them under your Honourable Name, 


whereto Tum deepely obliged ; that F may leave bebiud mee this 
| meane, but faithful T eftimony, of mine humble thankfulneſſe to 
| your Lordſhip,aud your moſt honoured and vertuous Ladie. The 
noble reſpetts F bave had from you both, deſerve my Prayert,and 
| beſt ſervices,which ſhall never bewanting to you and yours, 


From your Honours ſincerely 
deyoted in all true dutic 


Jos: Haur; 


Contemplations. 


Bi, 


FEE EIIIES ro —— _—— 


Saul im Davips (ave. 


—_— 
— —— 


T was the ſtrange lot of David,that thoſe whom he pur- 
ſued,preſerved him from thoſe whom he had preſerved, 
The Philiftims whom D vid had newly ſmirren in Kei- 
lah,call off Sa#! from ſmicing David in the Wilderneſſe, 
when there was bur an hillocke berwixthim and death : 

Wicked purpoſes are eaſily checked, not cafily broke off. 
Sanls Sword 15 ſcarce dry frem the blood of the Phili- 
ſtims, when it thirſts anew for the blood of David; and 

' now in a renewed chaſe, hunts him dry-foot through e- 
very wilderneſſe: The very defart is too faire a refugefor | 

innocence; The hils and rockes are ſearched in an angry jealoufie;the very wilde 
| Goats of the mountains were not allowed to be companions for him, which had no 
| fault but his vertue. Oh rhe ſeeming]ly-unequall diſtribution of theſe earthly things! 
| Craclty and oppreſſion raignes ina Palace,whiles goodnes lurkes among the Rocks 

and Caves, and thinkes it happineſſe enoughto ſteale a life. 

Like a dead man ,Davr4is faine to be hid under rhe earth,and ſeekes the comfort 
| of protection in darknefle: and now the wiſe providence of God leads Saul to his e- 
 nemy without blood; He which before broughtrhem within an hils diſtance with- 
| out interview.brings them now both within one roofe;ſo as that whiles Sal ſeeks 
| Davidand finds him nor, he is found of David unſought. It Sal had knowne 
his owne opportunities,how Davidand his men had interred themſelyes,he had fa- | 
veda treble labour,of chaſe,of execution.and buriall;for had heburſtoprt the mouth 
of that Cave,his enemies had laid themſelves downe in their owne Graves : The 
Wiſdome of God thinkes fit to hide from evill men, and ſpirits, thoſe meanes and' 
ſeaſons,which might be(if they had been raken)moſt prejudiciall rohis owne - wee 
had been off foiled if Satan could but have knowne our hearts: ſometimes we lie @- 
{ pen to evils,and happy it is forus that he onely knowes it, which patties in ſtead of 
| tempring 0s. Het. | 

It is not long ſince Saul faid of David(lodged then in Keilah)God hath dehvered 
him into mine hands,for he is ſhutin,ſeeing he is come into a citie that hath gares, 
and bars;but now contrarily God delivers $au{(ere he was aware) into the hands of 


| 


| David,and without the helpe of gates and bars, hath incloſed him within the Valley | 
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ofdeath:How juſt is it with God,that thoſe who ſeeke miſchiefe to others, finde it | 4 
to themſelyes;and even whiles they are ſpreading nets are enſnared; Their delibe 
rate plotting of evill,is ſurprized with a ſudden judgement. VO *:] 

How amazedly muſt D«vidneeds looke,when he ſaw Sal enter into the Caye, 
| wherehimſelfe was? what is this(thinks he)which Ged hath done?Is this preſence 

purpoſed,or caſuall;is Sa/here to purſue,or totepr me?Where ſuddenly the ation 
bewrayes the intenr,$e tels David that Savl ſonght ſecrecy and not him. The ſuper. 
fluity of his maliciouſhefſe bronght him into the Wildernes, the neceſſity of nature 
led him into the Cave:Even thoſe ations wherein wee place.ſhame,are not exem- 
pted from a providence.The fingers of Davids followers 1tched to ſeaze upon their | 
Maſters enemy;$ that they might not ſcem led ſo much by fa&tionas by faith,they 

urge Davidwitha promiſe from God; The day is come whereof the Lord faid unto 

chee,Behold.I willdeliver thine enemy into thine hand, thou ſhalt doe co him, az 

it ſhall ſeem good to thee. This argument ſeemed to carry ſuch command with it, as 

that David not only may,but muſt embrew his hands in blood, unlefſe hee will bee 

found wanting to God & himſelfe; Thoſe remptations are moſt powerfull, which 

fetch their force from the pretence of a religious obedience: Whereas thoſe which 

are raiſed from arbitrary and private reſpects, admit ofan eafie diſpenſation. 

If there were ſach a prediction, one clauſe of it was ambiguous; and they take it 
at the worſt, Thou ſhalt doe to him as ſhalſeeme good to thee : That might not 
ſeeme good to him, which ſeemed evill to God. There is nothing more dangerous 
than to make conſtruftion of Gods purpoſes out of eventual] appearances.If carnall 
probabilities might be rhe rule of our judgement, what could God ſeeme to intend 
other then Sauls death in offering him naked into the hands of thoſe whom he un- 
juſtly perſecuted ? how could Davids ſoldiers thinke that God had ſent $as/ thither 
on any other errand, then to fetch his bane?8: if $au/ could have ſeen his owne dan- 
ger, he had given himfelfe for dead;forhis heart guilty rohis owne bloody defires, 
could not but have expected the fame meaſure w** ir meant: Bur wiſe & holy David} 
not tranſported either with miſconceit ofthe eyent,or fury of paſſion, or ſolicitatis 
of his followers,dares makeno other uſe of this accident then the tryall of his loy-| 
alty,and the inducement of his peace;Ir hadbeene as eafte for him to cut rhe throat 
of Saul as his garment;but now his coat only ſhall be the worſe,not his perfon; nei-| 
ther dothhe in this maiming of a cloake ſeek his ownerevenge, but a monument of 
| his innocence. Before Sau/rent Samuels garment,now David cutterth Sauls;both were 
ſſgnificant;The rending of the one, ſignified the Kingdome torne out of rhoſe un- 
_— hands:the cutting of the other, that the life of Saz/ might have been as eaſily | 
cut off. 

Saul needs no other Monitor of his owne danger, then what hee weares. The 
garment of Saul was laid afide, while he went tocover his feet; ſo as the cur of the 
garment did not threaten any touch of the body; yet even the violence offered toa 
remote garment ſtrikes the heart of David,which finds apreſent remorſe for harm: | 
fully touching that which did once touch the perſon of his Maſter: Tender conſci- 
ences are moyed to regret at thoſe aftions, which firong hearts paſſe over with a|. 
carelefſe eaſe.It troublednot Saxl to ſeek after the blood of a righteous ſervir;there 
is nolefſe differences of conſtiences than ſtomacks - ſome ſtomacks will digeſt the 
hardeſt meats,8& turnover ſubſtances,nor in theirnature edible,whiles others ſurfer 
of the lighteſt food, 8 complaine even of dainties: Every gracious heart is in ſome 
meaſure ſcrupulous,$ finds more fafety in feare,than in preſumptien:And if it befo 
ſtrait as tocurb it ſelf in from the liberty which it might take in thingswhich are not 
unlawful,how much lefſe wil it dare to take ſcope unto evill?By how much that ſtate 
1s better, where nothing is allowed,then where all things;by ſo much is the ſtrit and 
tumorous conſcience better than the lawlefſe, There is good likelihood of rhat man 
which 15 any way ſcrupulous of his wayes;but hewhich makes no bones of his afti- 
ons, 15 apparently hopeleſfle. ry | 

Since Davids followers pleaded Gods teſtimony to him as a motive to blood, 
| David appeales the ſame God for his preſervation from blogd : The Lord keep me 


from 


_ L18s.XIV. Saul in Davids (ave. 


A\ from doing that rhing to my Maſter the Lords Anointed; and now the good man 
hath worke enoughto defend both himſelte and hjs perſecurer; himſclfe. from the 
importunate neceſlity of doing violence,and his Maſter from ſuffering it. Itwas not 
more eaſe to rule his owne hands, than difficult to ralea multitude; Davids troope 
conſiſted of Male-contents, all that were in diſtrefſe, in debr, in bitrerneſſe of ſoult;, 
were gathered to him : Many it neverfo well ordered are hard co command: a few 
it diſorderly,more hard; many ane diſorderly, muſt needs be ſo much the hardeſt of 
all, that David never atchievedany vicory like unto this, wherein he firſt oyer- 
came himſelfe, then his ſoldiers. 

And what was the charme, wherewith David allayed thoſe raging ſpirits of his 
followers ? No other but this;He is the Anointed of the Lord. That holy Oyle was 
the Antidote for his blood; Saul did nog lend David ſo impearceable an Armour 
when he ſhould encounter Gel:ah,as David now lent him in this plea of his undtion. 
Which of all the diſcontented Our-lawes that lurked in that Cave, durſt put forth 
his handagainſt Sex/, when they once heard, He is the Lords anointed? Such an im- 
preſſion ofawe hath the Divine Providence cauſed his Image ro make in the hearts 
of men, as that it makes Traitors cowards ; ſo as inſtead of ſtriking, they tremble : 
How much more lawleſſc than the OQut-lawes of 1ſrael, are thoſe profeſſed Rin : 
leaders of Chriſtianity; which reach and practiſe, and incourage, andreward, and ca- 
nonize the violation of Majeſty? It js not enough for thoſe who are commanders 
of others torefraine their owne hands from doing evill, but they muſt carefully 
prevent the iniquity of their heeles,clſe they ſhall be juſtly reputed to doe that by 
others,which in their owne perſons they avoided; The lawes both of God and man 
preſuppoſe us in ſome ſort anſwerable for our charge : as taking it for granted, that 
we ſhould not undertake thoſe reynes, which we cannot mannage. 

There was no reaſon David ſhould loſe the thankes of ſo noble a demonſtration 
of his loyalty ; whereto he truſts ſo much, thar he dares call back the man by whom 
he was purſued; and make him judge whether that fa&t had nor deſerved a life. As 
his act, ſo his word and geſture imported nothing but humble obedience, neircher 
was there more meekneſſe than force in that ſealonable perſwaſion; Wherein h- lets 
Sal ſee the error of his credulity, the unjuſt flanders of maliciouſneſſe, the oppor- 
runity of his revenge, the proofe of his forbcarance,the nndeniable cvidence of his 
innocence; and after alowly diſparagement of himſelte,appeales to God for judge- 
ment, for protection. pz 

So lively and feeling Oratory did Saz/ find inthe lap of his garment, and the lips 
of David,that it is not in the powerot hisenvy,or 1][narure to hold our any longer: 
Is this thy voice my ſon David,and Saul lift up his voiceand wept, and ſaid; Thou 
art more righteous than I.He,whoſe Harp was wont te quiet the frenzyof Saxt,hath 
now by his words calmed his fury;ſo that now he ſheds reares inſtead of blood;and | 
confeſſes his owne wrong, & Davids integrity; And(as it he were new againe entred | 
into the bounds of Najoth in Ramath) he prayes,and propheſies good rohim, wh6 
he maliced for good; The Lord render thee good for that thou haſt done ro mee 
this day; for now behold,I know that thou ſhalt be King. 

There isno heart made of fleſh,that ſometime or other relents not;even flint and 
marble,will in ſome weather ſtand on drops. I cannor thinke theſe teares and pro- 
reſtations fained. Doubtleſſe $axl meant as he (aid, and paſſed through ſenſible firs 
of good and evill : Ler no man thinke himſelfe the better for good motions; the 
praiſe and benefir of thoſe guſts isnot in the receit, but the retention. | | 

Who, that had ſeenethis meering,could but have thought that all had beene 
ſure on Davids fide > What can ſecure us if norTeares, and Prayers, and Oathes ? 
Doubtlefſe Davids men which knew themſelves obnoxious to Lawes & Creditors, 
beganne to thinke of ſome new refuge, as making account thisnew peeced league 
| would beeverlalting,they looked when Saul would take David home to the Court, 

and diflolve his Army,and recompence that unjuſt perſecution with juſt honour'; 
when beholdin the looſe, $aul goes home, bur David and his rhen yoe up unto'the 
hoid. Wiſe David knowes Saw[not to be more kinde,than untruſty; & therefore had 
| XXXR rather | 
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rather ſeek ſafety in hishold,than in the holdot'a hollow and unſteddy friendſhip 
Here are good words, but no ſecurity, which therefore an experienced man giyey 
the hearing, but ſtands the while upon his owne guard. No Charity bindes us to « 
cruſt of thoſe, whom we have found faithlefſe; Credulity upon weak grounds after 
palpable diſappointments, 15 the Daughter of Folly : A man that is Weather-wiſe, 
chough he findan abatement of the ſtorme, yet will nor ſtirrefrom under his ſhelter 
whiles he ſees it thicke in the winde. Diſtruſtis the juſt gaine of unfaithfulneſſe, 
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IF innocency could have ſecured from Savls malice, David 

8 || had nor been perſecuted;and yet under that wicked King a. 

| ged Samueldyes inhis bed. That there mightbenoplace for 

7 || Envy,the good Prophet had retired himſelf ro the Schools. 

Yet he that hated Davia,tfor what he ſhould be,did ne lefſe 

Tf hate Samael for what he had been.Even inthe midſt of $as/; 

malignity,there remainedin his heart impreſſions of awful- 

I nefſe unto Seamrel: he feared, where hee loved nor. The re. 

ſtraint of God curbeth the rage of his moſt violent enemies 

ſo as they cannot doe their worſt. As good huſbands doe not pur all their Corne to 

the Oven,but-ſave ſome:for ſeed,ſo doth Godever in the worſt of perſecutions, 

Samuel is dead, David baniſhed, Saul tyrannizeth, [{rael hath good cauſe to mourn, 

it is no marvell if this lamenrarion be univerſall. There 15 no Iſraclite that feeleth 
not the loſſe ofa Samuel. A good Prophet is the common Treaſure, wherein ever 


gracious ſoule hath a ſhare. That man hath a dry heart, which can part with Gods 
Prophet without teares. | ES 


Nabal was according to his name, fooliſh; yet rich and mighty. Earthly poſſeſſions 
are not alwayes accompanied with wit andgrace. Even the Line of faithfull Caleb 
will afford an ill-condirioned Naba/.Vertne js not like unto Lands, inheritable, All 
thatistraduced with the ſeed,is either evil,or not good. Let nowan brag with the 
Jewsthar he hath 46ram to his father;God hath raiſed up of this ſtone a ſon roCalt, 

Abigeil(which ſignifieth her fathers joy)had ſorrow enough to be matched with 
ſo unworthy an huſband; It her father had meant ſhe ſhould have had joy inher ſelf, 
or in her life he had not diſpoſed her to an huſband(though rich yer)fond and wic- 
ked;It is like he maried her to the wealth not to the man.Many a child is caſt away 
apo riches. Wealch in our matches ſhould beas ſome grainsor ſcruples in the ballice 
ſuperadded cothe gold of vertuous qualities,to weigh downe the ſcales: when itis 
made the ſubſtance of the weight, and good qualities the appendance, there is but 
oneearthpoyſed with another; which, whereſoever it is done.it is a wonder, if either 
the children prove not the Parents ſorrow,or the Parents,theirs. 

Nabals ſheep-ſhearing was famons; Three thouſand fleeces muſt needs require 
many hands; neither 1s any thing more plentifull commonly than a Churles Feaft: 
What a world was this, that the noble Champion and Reſcuer of Iſrael, Gods A- 
nointed, is drivents ſend to a baſe Carle for vitual??Ir is no meaſaring of men 
by the depth of the purſe, by outward proſperity. Servants are oftentimes ſer on 
horſe-back;whilesPrinces goe on foot.Our eſtimation muſt be led by their inward 
worth, which is not alterable by rime, nor diminiſhed with externall conditions. 

_ Omeragge of a David is more worth, than the Ward-robes of a thouſand Xabals. 
Even the beſt deſervings:may want. No man may be contemned for his neceſſity; 
perhaps he may be ſo much richer in grace,as he is poorer in eſtate.neicher hath vi- 

lence or caſualty more impoveriſhed a David,than his poverty hath enrichedhim. 
_ whoſe folly hath made himfelfe miſerable, is juſtly rewarded with negle&:but 


he that ſuffers for good, deſerves ſo much more honour from others, as his diſtreſſe 


a w—_— compaſſion or reſpect muſt be ruled, according to the cauſe of anothers 
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 LineNFV. Nebal and eAbigail — 


A) Oonegood turne requires another ; in ſome caſes not hurting is mericorious ; Hee 
that ſhould examine the qualities of Davids followers , muſt needs grant it worthy 
ofafee , that Nabals flockes lay untouched in Carmell ; but more , that Davids 
Souldiers were Nabals Shepheards , yea the keepersof his Shepheards , gave them 
| a juſt intereſt in that Sheep-ſhearing Feaſt , juſtly ſhould they have beene ſetat the 
| upper end of the Table. That Nabals Sheepe were faſe , hee might thanke his 
Shepheards ; that his Shepheards were ſafe , he might thanke Davids Souldiers : 
It 15 no {mall benefit that wee receive ina ſafe protection ; well may wee thinke 
our fubſtance due , where we owe our ſelves. Yer this churliſh Nba! dothnor 
onely. give nothing to Davias Meflengers , but which is worſe then nothing , ill 
words ; Who « David, orwho « the ſonne of 1ſhat ? Therebee many ſervants vow 
adayes that breake away from their Maſters, David aſked himbread, hee giveth 
him ſtones. All Iſrael knew and honoured their Deliyerer: yet this Clowne , to fave 
his victuals,will needs make hima man, either ofno merits or ill, either an obſcure þ 
manor a fugitive. Nothing 1 more cheape then good words z theſe Nabal might 
have given, andbeene neyer the poorer: If he had beene reſoyed to ſhut his hands 
ina feareof Sasls revenge, he might have ſo tempered his deniall, thatthe repulſe 
migh have bin free from offence: But now his fonle-mouth doth nor onely deny, 
but revile.It ſhould have bin Nabels glory,that his Tribe yeelded ſuch a Succeſſor to 
the Throne of Iſrael ; now in all likelihood , his envy ſtirs him up to diſgrace thar 
man , who ſurpaſſed him in honour and vertue , more then he was ſurpaſſed by 
him in wealth and eaſe ; Many a one ſpeaks faire , that meanes ill, but when the 
mouth ſpeakes foule ,it argues a corrupt heart ; If with Saint /ames his verbal] be- 
nefactors, we ſay onely , Depart in peace , warme your ſelves, fill your bellies, 
we ſhall anſwer for hypocriticall uncharicableneſſe ; but if we rate and curſe 
thoſe needy ſoules, whom we ought to relieve, we ſhall givea more fearefull ac« 
count of a ſavage cruelty in trampling on thoſe whom God hath hambled.If healing 
wich good words be juſtly puniſhable , what torment is there for thoſe that wound 
with evill, 

David, which had all this while beene in the Schoole of patience, hath now his 
leſſon to ſeeke + He,who hath happily digeſted all the railing and perſecutions of a 
wicked Maſter, cannot put off this affrontof a Nabe/ ; Nothing can afſwage his 
choler , but blood : How ſubject are the beſt of Gods Saints to weake paſſlions,and if 
we have the grace to ward anexpected blow of temptation,how cafaly are we ſur- | 
prized with a ſudden foile! | "4 

Wherefore ſerve theſe recorded weakeneſles of holy men, but to ſtrengthen us| 
againſt the conſcience of our infirmiries : Not that we ſhould take courage to imi- 
tate them in the evill, whereunto they have beene miſcaricd ; But we ſhould rake 
heart to our ſelves, againſt the diſcouragement of our owne evils. | 

The wiſedome of God hath ſo contrived it,that commonly (in Societies ) good 
is mixed with evill, wicked Nabal hath in his houſe a wiſe and good Servant , a pru-| 
dent and worthy Wife; That wiſe ſervant 1s carefull to adyerciſe his Miſtreſfſe of the | 
danger:his wits Miſtrefle 1s carefull ro prevent it. | OY 

 Thelives of all his family were now in hazard : ſhee dares not commitr this 
buſineſſe to the fidelity of a meſſenger , but forgetting her ſexe , puts her ſelfe imo 
the errand; Her foot is not ſlow , her hands got empty ; According to the offence 
ſhee frames her ſatisfaction ; Her Hufband refuſed to give , ſhee brings a bountifall | 
gift ; Her Huſband gave ill words, ſhee ſweetens them with a meeke and humble 
deprecation ; Her Huſband could fay ., Whos David, ſhee falsat his feet: hex 
Huſband diſmiſſes Davids men empty , ſhee brings her Servanrs laden with proyis;| 
fion ; as if it had beene onely meant to eaſe the repelled Meſſengers ofthe cariage| 
not to ſcant them of the required benevolence; Nowit , noart coulddeyiſe a more} 
pithy and powerfull Oratory : Asall fatisfaion , - fo hers begins with a confefljon; 
wherein ſhee deeply blameth the folly of her Huſband : She cauld not have beene 
agood Wife,ifſhe had not honoured her unworthy head; If a ſtranger ſhonld,have 
termed him foole in her hearing , he could not have gone away in peace : Ng tQ 
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faye his life , ſhee is boldto acknowledge his folly : Itisa good diſparagement that 
preſeryeth. There is the ſame way £0 OUr Peace 1n Heaveu ; the onely meanesto 
eſcape jndgement,1is trocomplaine of our owne vilenes; ſhee pleadeth her ignorance 
of the fat,and therein, her freedome from the offence : ſhee humbly crayerh accep. 
cation ofher preſent , with pardon of the fault  ſhee profeſſerh Davids honourable | 
as and merits; ſhe foretels his future ſuccefſe and glory; the layes before him the 
happy peace of his ſoule , in refraining from innocent blood. Davids breſt which 
could not,through the ſeeds of grace , grow to a ſtubbornefle in ill reſolutions, can- 
nor but relent with theſe powerfull and ſeaſonable perſwaſtons; and now in ſtead| 
ofrevenge , hee blefſerh God for ſending Abizailro meet him; hee bleſſerh Abigail 
for her counſell, hee blefſeth the counſell for ſo wholſome efficacy , & now rejoyceth 
more in being overcome with a wiſe and gracious advice, than he would haye re- 
joycedin a revengefull victory. : ; 

Agood hearr iscafily ſtayed from ſinning , andis glad when it findes occaſion to 
bee croſſed in ill purpoſes ; Thoſe ſecretcheckes whichare raiſed withmir ſelfe, doe 
readily conſpire with all outward retentives;Itnever yeeldedto a wicked motion, 
without much reluctation , and when it is overcome , it 15 but with halfe a conſent; 
whereasperverſe and obdurate Sinners , by reaſon they take full delight in evill, 
andhavealready in their conceit ſwallowed the pleaſure of finne , abide nor to 
bee refifted , running on headdily, in thoſe wicked courſes they have propounded 
in ſpight of oppoſition ; and if they bee forcibly ſtopped in their way , they grow 
ſullen and mutnous. David had not onely yowed , but deeply ſworne the death 
of Nabal, andallhis Family , to the very Dogge that lay at his doore ; yet now 
heepraiſeth God , thar hath given the occaſion and grace to violate it. Wicked 
Vowes arc ill made,bur worſe kept.Our tongue cannot tye us tocommit fin. Good 
men thinke themſelves happy , that ſince they had nor the grace to deny ſinne, 
yet they had not the opportunity to accompliſh it. If Abigail had firr ſtillar | 
home , David had ſinned, and ſhee had dyed : Now her diſcreet admonition hath 
preſerved her from the ſword, and diverted him from blood-ſhed. And now, what 
thankes, what benedi&ions hath ſhee for this ſeaſonable counſell 2 How ſhouldit 
encourage us to admoniſh our brethren, to ſee that if wee prevaile , we have blef- 
fings from them;if we prevaile not, we have yer bleſſings from God, and thankes of 
ourowne hearts. 

 Howneare was Nabal to a miſchiefe , and perceives it not ? David was comming 
tothe foot of the hill ro cut his throat , while hee was feattingin his houſe without 
feare ; {Little doe ſinners know , how neare their jolliry is to perdition. Many 
timesjudgement1s at the threſhold,whiles drunkenneſle and ſurfet are at the boord. 
Had he beene any other then a Nabal , he had not fate downe to feaſt rill hee had 
beene ſure of his peace with David; either not to expect danger, or not tocleare it, 
was ſotriſh; So foohſh are carnall men , that give themſelves over to their pleaſures, 
; whiles there are deadly quarrels depending againſt them in Heaven, There is no- 
ehing wherein wiſedome is more ſeene, then in the temperate uſe of proſperitie. A 
Nabal cannot abound,but he muſt be drunke and ſarfer; Fxcefle is a true argument 
6ffolly : Weuſeto fay, that whendrinke is in,wit is out, but if wit were not out 
drinke would not be in. i 
| It was notimeto adviſe Nabel , while his reaſon was drowned in a delugeof| 
wine. A beaſt or aſtone is as capable of good counſellas a Drunkard. Oh that the 
nobleſt Creature ſhould ſv fatre abaſe himſelfe, as for a little liquor to loſe the uſe of 
thoſe faculcies, whereby heisa Man. Thoſe that have to doe with drinke or phren2y 
[raiſt be pled to watch times; So did Abigail , who the next morning preſentsto her 
Huſban the view of his faulrs, ofhis danger ; Hee then fees how neere hee was to 
\dexthand fele it not. Thatworldly minde 1s fo apprehenfive ofthe death that ſhould 
have beene,as that he dyes, trothinke that he had like to have dyed ; Who would 
thinke a man conld be fo affefted witha danger paſt, and yet {o ſenſeleſſe of a fature; 
yea umminent? He that was yeſter-njghtas a beaſt, is now as a ſtone ; he was then 
io over-merry, now dead and lumpifh; Carnaltheartsare ever in extremities. If they 
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Lis. XIV, Nabal and eAbigail. TT” | 


A\ beonce downe, their dejeftion is deſperate,becauſe they have no ihward comfort, 
ro mitigate their ſorrow. What difference there was-bertwizt the dilpoſition of 
David and Nabil? How oft had David beene inthe Valley of the (badow of death. 
and feared no evili? Nabatis butonce put in mind of adeath that might haye been. 
| and is ſtriken dead. CONTTO.DHTH | hb 
\ Ir js juſt with God, that they who live without grace,ſhonld die without cotnfore: 
| neither can we expett berter,while we goe on in our finnes. The- ſpeech of Abig ail 
ſmote Nabal into a qualmezthar tongue had doubtleſſe oft adviſed him well. & pre. 
vailednot; now,occaſions his death, whoſe reformation it could not effe&t; ſhee 
meant nothing but his amendment: Gad meant to make that loving inſtrumene the 
meanes ofhis revenge : ſhee ſpeakes,and God ſtrikes; and within tenne dayes, that 
ſwound ends in death. And now Nabal payes deare for his-uncharitable reproach :: 
for his riotous exceſle : That God, which would nor ſuffer Dav:d to right himſelfe 
by. his owne Sword, takes the quarre!l of his Servant into his owne hand. David 
hath now his ends without f;n; rejoycing inthe juſt executions of God,who would 
neicher ſuffet bm to ſinne, in revenging,nor ſuffer his Adverſaries to finne unreven- 
ed. Z . 
: Our loving God is moreiangry with the wrongs done to his ſervants,than them- 
ſelves can be,and knowes how to puniſh that juſtly, which we could not undertake 
without wronging God,more than men have wronged us.He that faith, exgeazice is | 
mine, 1 will repsy,repayes oft times when we have forgiven, when we have forvot- 
ren,and cals to reckoning after our diſcharges : Itis dangerous offending any Favo- 
rice of him, whoſe diſpleaſure andrevenge 1s everlaſting. 
How far God lookes beyond our purpoſes? Abigari came onely to plead for an 
il Huſband;&now God makes this journey a preparation for a better: So rhat in otie 
aft, ſhee preſervedan ill Huſband, and wonne a good one for the future : Dawid 
well remembers her comely perſon, her wile ſpeeches, her gracefull carriage ; and 
now, when modeſtic found ir ſeaſonable, hee ſends ro fue her which had beene his 
Suppliant : ſhe intreated for her Huſband, David treats with her for his Wite ; her 
requeſt was to eſcape his Sword, hee wiſherh her to his bed; It was a faire ſaite ro 
change a David for a Nabal, to become Davids Queene, in ſtead of Nabats Drudge; 
ſhee thar learned humilitie under ſo hard a Tutor, abÞaſeth her ſelfe no lefle when 
David offers to advance her; (Ler thine hand-maid be a Servant to waſh the feet of 
the Servants ofrny Lord.)None are ſo fit to be great, as thoſethat can ſtoop loweſt: 
How could David be more happy in a Wife; he findes ar once Pietie, Wiſedome, 
Humilicie, Faithfulneſſe, Wealth, Beauty > How cou.d Abigail bee more happy in 
an Huſband, than in the Propher,the Champion, the Anointed of God?Thoſe Mar- | 
riages are well made , wherein Vertues are matched, and Happinefſe is muruall. 
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David and Aculs un: 


Ood motions thatfall into wicked hearts are like ſome ſparkes 

& that fall from the flint and ſteele,into wet rinder; lightſome for 

d the time; bur ſooneout. After Sauls teares and proteſtations, | 

” yet he isnow againe, in the wildernefle with three thouſand 

men tohunr aftet innocent David: How invincible is the cha- 

ricy and loyalty of an honeſt heart ? The fame handthar (pa- 

q red Seal inthe Cave, ſpares him ſleeping in the field; The ſane | 

hand that cut away the lap of his Maſters garment, carryeda- 

way his Speare; that Speare, which mighr.as well have carryed away the life of the 

owner, 1s one]y borne away for a proofe of the fidelitie of the bearer. . Still Sanl 15 

ſtrong, bur David victorious,and triumphs over the inalice of his perſecutor ; Yet 

| {till thevicor flyeth from him whom he hath overcome. A man that ſees how far| 

| | Saul vzas tranſported with his rancorous envy, caunot but ſay, that hee was never \ 
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———-1 than when he was ſober; For eyen after he had ſaid (Bleſſed art thou my 7 
nonney thou ſhalt doe great things andalſo prevaile;)yer ſtill he purſues _ : 
whom he grants aſſured ro prevaile; what1s this butto reſolve to loſe his labourin | 
finning, and in ſpight of himſelfe ro oftend > How ſhamefull. is our inequalitie of 
diſpoſition to good ? We know we cannot mifſe of the reward of wel-doing, ang 
yet doeitnot; whiles wicked mencaſt away their endeavours upon thoſe eyill Pro- 
| jets, whereof theyare ſure to faite, ſinme blindes the eyes and hardens the heart, 

and thruſts meninto wilfull miſchiefes; how ever dangerons, how ever 1mpoflible: 
and never leaves themrtill it have broughtthemtoutcer confuſion, Rl 
The overlong continuance of a tentation, may ealtly weary the beſt patience: 
and may attaine that by protraction, which it could never doe by violence; David 
himſelfe at laſt beginnes to bend under thistriall; and reſolyes ſo to fly from Sawl.as 
he runnes from the Church of God;and whiles he willavoide the malice of his Ma- 
ſter, joynes himſelfe with Gods enemies. The greateſt 'Saints updn/carth, are not 
alwayes upon the ſame pitch of ſpirituall ſtrength; He that ſometimes ſaid (] will 
not be afraid often thouſands,now ſayes,I ſhallone day periſh by the hand bf Saul.) 
Hee had wont to conſult with God, now hee fayes thus in his owne heart. How 
many evident experiments had David of Gods dehverances;how certaine 8&cleere 
predictions of his future Kingdome; how infallible an earneſt was the holy Oyle, 
wherewithhe was anointed, of the Crowne of Iſrael? And yer (David faid in his 
heart, I (hallnow periſhone day by the hand of Sax: ) The beſt faith is bur like the 
twy-light, mixed with ſome degreesof darknefle, and infidelity ; We doe utterly 
miſteckon the greateſt earthly holineſſe, 1f we exemprit from infirmities; Ir is not 
long,fince David told Saul, that thoſe wicked enemies of his, which caft him out 
from abiding in the jnherirance of the Lord,did as good as bid him , Goe ſerve o- 
ther gods; yet now is he gone from the inheritance of God, into the Land ofthe 
Philiſtims; That Sa#/ might keke him no more, he hides himſelfe our of the liſts of 
the Church, where a good man would not looke for him : Once before had David 
fled to this C&chiſh, when he wasglad to ſcrabble on the doores,& let his ſpirtle fall 
upon his beard, in a ſemblance of madneſſe, that he might eſcape; yet now in a ſem- 
blance of friend(hip, is hererurned to ſave thatlife, which he was in danger to hare 
loſt in Iſrael. Geliah the Champion of the Philiſtims, whom David flew, was of 
Gath; yet David dwels with 4ch:;ſhKing of the Philiſtims in Gath; even amongſt 
them whoſe fore-ſkins he had preſentedto Sasl, by two hundreds at once, doth 
{ David chuſe to reſide forſafery : Howſoever it was a weaknefle in David, thus by 

his league ofamity to ſtrengthen the enemies of God, yet doth not God take adyan- 
rage of it for his overthrow, but gives him proteCion, even where his preſenceof- 
fended:;and gives him favour where himſelfe bore juſt hatred; Ohthe infinite pati- 
ence and mercy of our God, who doth good tous for our evill,andin the very a& of 
our provocation npholdeth, yea,bleſſeth ns with preſervation ! | 

Could S4w{have rightly conſidered ir, he had foundir no ſmall lofſe and impay- 
ring to his Kingdome, that ſo valiant a Captaine, attended with ſixe hundred able 
Soldiers, and their Families, ſhould forſake his Land, and joyne with his enemies; 
yet he 15 not quiet till he have abandoned his owne ſtrength: The world hathnone 
ſo great enemy toa wicked man, as himſelfe;his hands cannot be held from his own 
miſchiefe; hee will needs make his friends, enemies; hisenemies, yidtors ; himlſelfe, 
miſerable. 

David was too wiſe, tocaſt himſelfe into the hand of a Philiſtim King without 
aſſurance; What affurance could hee have but promiſes? Thoſe, David had from 
Seul abundantly, and truſted them not; He dares truſt the fidelity of a Pagan; hee 
Uares not truſt the vowes of a King of Iſrael : There may bee fidelitie without the 
Church, andfalſhood within: It neede not be any newes to finde ſome Turkes true, 
and ſome Chriſtians faithleſſe. 

Even unwiſe men are taughe by experience, how much more they who have wit 
to learne without it ? David had well found, what it was to live in a Court ; Hee 
| therefore, whom envie drove from the Caurt of Iſrael, voluntarily os 

| | | Philiſtim |. 
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Lis, XIV. | Daviy and A on tn 


A |Philiſtim-Court; and ſitesfor a Countrey-habitation; It had not beene poſſible for 
[ſo noted a [tranger, after ſo much Philiſtim-blood ſhed, ro live long in fuch an emi 
nency,among{t the preaſe of thoſe,whoſe ſonnes,or brothers,or fathers,or allies,he 
| had {laughtered, without ſome perillous machination of his ruine: therefore hee 
makes ſuite foranearly remove : (For why ſhould thy ſeryant dwell in the chiefe 
Citie of the Kingdome with thee 2) Thoſe that would ſtand ſure, muſt nor affe& 
£00 much height, or conſpicuitie - The tall Cedars are moſt ſabje&t to windes and 
lightnings, whiles the ſhrubs of the Valleyes ſtand unmooyed ; Much greatneſfſe 
doth bur makea fairer marke for eyill : Thereis true firmeneſſe and ſafety in medi- 
Ocritie. | | 
| ., How rarely js it ſeene,that a man loſerh by his modeſty?The change fell oat well 
to Davidot Ziklag,tor Gath; Now he hath a Citie-of his owne; All Iſrael, where the 
was anomted, afforded himnot ſo much poſſeſſion : Now the Citie which was an- 
ciently aſſigned to 1«d/,returnes to the juſt Owner: andis by this meanes entailed 
ta the Crowneof Davids Succeſſors. Beſidesthat,now might David live out of the 
ſighr,and hearmg of rhe Philiſtim-Idolatries, and enioy God no lefſe in'the wals of 
a Philiſtim-City,than 1n an Ifraelitiſh wildernes;withal, an happy opportunity was 
now opened to his friends of Ifracl,torefort unto hisaidzthe heads of the thouſands 
thar were of Maxaſſeh, and many valiant Caprtaines of the.other-Tvibes, fell daily 
rohim, and raiſed his fixe hutndred followers to an armielike the hoſt of God. The 
deſarts of Iſrael conld never have yeelded David ſo greatan advantage : ThatGod 
whoſe the earth is, makes roome for his owne every where; & oft-rimes provideth | 
them a forraine home, more kindly than the native: It ts no matter for change of 


| our ſoyle,fo we change not our God; If we can every where acknowledge him, hee 
will no where be wanting tons.  _. - | 


| | Ir was not for Gods Champion to be idle; no ſooner is he free from Saels ſword, 
«hanhe beginnes an offenſiye warre againſt the Amalekires,Girzites,Geſhurites:He 
| knewtheſc Nations branded by God to deſtruction : neither could his encreafing 
| Army bee maintained witha little: By one aCt therefore, he both revenges for Go9, 

aud provides for his Hoſt. Had it not beene for that old quarrell, which God had 
with his people, David could not be excuſed from a bloody cruelty,jn killing whole 
Countries, onely for the benefit of the ſpoile - now his Soldiers wereat once,Gods 
Executioners, and their owne Forragers. The intervention of a command from che 
Almighty,alters the ſtarc of any act;8& makes that worthy of praiſe, which elſe were | 
no better than damnable. Ir is now Juſtice, which were otherwiſe Murder; The will 
of God is the rule of good;what need we inquire into other reaſons, of any a& or 
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determination, when we heare itcomes from Heaven ? 
How many hundred yeares, had this brood of Canaanites lived ſecurely in their | 
Countrey, ſince God commanded them to be rootedour,and now promiſed them- 
ſelyes the certaineſt peace ? The Philiſtims were their friends if not their Lords; 
The Iſraelites had their hands full, neither did they know any grudge betwixr them 
and their Neighbours, when ſuddenly the Sword of Davidcuts them off, and leaves 
none alive to tell the newes. | 
There is no ſafery un protraction; with men,delay cauſfeth forgerfulneſſe,or abates 
the force of anger; as all violent motions are weakeſt at the furtheſt; but with him, | 
| to whom all times are preſent, what can be gained by prorogation? Alas, what can | 
it ataile any of the curſed ſeed of Canaan, that they have made a truce with Heaven 
and a league with Hell ? Their day is comming,and 1s not the further off, becauſe 
they expetitnot. | 1 
| Miſerable were the ſtraites of David; while he was driven,not only to maintaine | 
his Army by {poile, but to colour his ſpoile by a ſinfull difhmulation; He tels Acbifþ 
that he had beene roving againſt the South of Judah, and the South of the Jerah- 
melires,and the South of the Kenites, either falſly, or donbrfully, ſo as he meant ro 
{deceive him, under whom he lived, and by whom he was truſted: If Achifſh were af 
Philiſtim, yet he was Davids friend, yea his Patron; and if he had beene neither, it| 
| |hadnetbecomneDavidto be falle.The yr rng of Cods children neyer os 
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but in their extremities. It is hard for thebeſt man, to ſay, how farre he will bee, þ 
tempted. If a man will put himſelfe among Philiſtims,he cannot promiſe to come 
forth innocent. | Fo Es ”_ Yau wa 

How eafily doe ye beleeve that which we wiſh? The more credit Lehiſh pives 
unto David,the more ſin/it was to deceive him;and now the conceit of this ingage. 
ment, procures him a further ſervice. The Philiſtims are aſſembled co fight with 
I1ſtael; Achiſh dares tniſt David on his ſide; yea tO keepe his head for eyer; neither 
can.Daviddoe any lefſe than promiſe his a1dagain{t his'owne fleſh : Never was D4. 
vid inall his life, driven to ſo hard an exigent: never was he fo extreamely perpley- 
| ed;For what ſhould he doe now? To fight with Achiſh,he was tyed by promiſe, by 

merit;Not to fight againſt Iſfae};he was-tyed by his calling,by his union: Not to 
fight for Xchiſh,were to be unthankfall;To fight againſt l{rae],were tobeunnaty. 
ral; Oh whatan inward battle muſt Davidneeds have m' his breaſt, whenhe thinks 
of this battle of Iſrael,and the Philiſtims! How doth-he wiſhnow that he had rather 
ſtood to the hazard of Savls perſecurion; than to hayeputhimſelfe-tpon the favour 
of Achiſh; Heinwiſt fighron one fide;andon whether ſide ſoevet he ſhould hight, he 
could not avoid to be treacherous;a condition worſethari death, toan honeſt earr; 
| which way he wou!d haveteſolved,ifir had cone to the execution, who can knoiy 
fince himſelfe was doubrfull? eicher courſe had beer-no better than deſperate. How 
couldthe Iſraelites eyer havereceived him for their King, whoin the open field:had 
foughtagainſt them? And contrarily, if he would have fought againſt his friend, 
for his enemy; againſt CAcbiſbfor Saul; he was now 1nvironed with jealous Phi- 
liſtims; and might rather looke for the punift;ment of his Treaſon, than theglory 
of a Victory. ITN, PS F303 

His heart had led him into theſe ſtraits; the Lord 'findes way to lead himout: 
The ſuggeſtions of his enemies doe herein befriend him : The Princes'of the Phili- 
ſtims(whether of envy, or ſuſpicion) plead for Pavids diſmiſſion, (Send ths. fellow 
backe, that he may goe againe 16 his place, which thou haſt appointed lim-: and let him not 
goe down to the hattle,leſt he be an agverſary to uz.) No Advocate could haye faid more, 
himſelfe durſt not have faid fo much. 'Oh the-wiſedomeand goodheſle of our God, 
that can razſe up an Adyerfary ro deliver out of thoſe evills, -+which our friends 
| cannot; That by th? Sword of an.enemy,can let ont that Apoſtume,which no Phyſi- 
tian could tell how tocure : Ir would be wide with as ſometimes, if it were not for 
others malice. 4 | 

There could not be a more juſt queſtion, than this of the Philiſtim Princes, What 
| 46e-theſe Hebrewes here? Anliſraclite is out of his element, whenhe is in an Army of 

Philiſtims : The true ſervants of Gad arein their due places, when they are in op- 
ea to his enemies.” Profeſſion of hoſtilirie becomes them berter than Teagues 
ofanatye fopnyewn gt 5-590 120 | 
Yet 4chifhlikes Davids converſation and preſence ſo well, that he profeſſerh him-| 
ſelte pleaſed withhim, as with an Angell of God ; How ſtrange is it to heare, 
chat a Phi. iſtim ſhould delight in that holy man, whom an Iſraelice abhorres, and 
(hould bee loath to bee quitof David, whom Saul hath expelled 2 Termes of ci- 
vilitie bee equally open to all religions, toall profeſſions -* The common. graces 
of Gods children, areable to attra& love from the moſt obſtinate enemies of good- 
neſſe ; If wee affe&t them for by-reſpe&s of Valour, Wiſedome, Diſcourſe, Wit, 
it is their praiſe, not ours ; But if for divine Grace and Religion, it is our praiſc 
with theirs. 3 409! FELND- 

Sach now was Davids condition, that he muſt plead for that he feared, andargue 
againſt that which he deſired: (What have 1 done?aud what haſt thou found in thy ſervant 
that 1 may not goe,and fight againſt the enemies of my Lord the King? Never any newes 
could be more cordiall to him than this, of his diſmiſſion;yer muſt he ſeem roſtrive 
againſt it, with an importunate profeſſion of his forwardnefle to that att, which he 
molt dereſted. 1 x5 2 
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One degree of Diſfirulation drawes on another; thoſe which have once given 
{ way toa faulty ceurſe,catinot eaſily,cither ſtop or turne back;but are ina ſort forced 
| | to 
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Lin. XIV. Saul and the Witch of Ender. 


A |roſecond theirill beginnings,with worſe proceedings.Itis a dangerous and miſcra- 
(ble thing,to caſt our ſelves 1nto thoſe actions, which draw with them a neceſſity;ei- 
cher of offending, or miſcarriage. 
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3X hath expelled the Sorcerers out of the Land of Iſrael; and hath forbid- 

Fac den Magick upon pame of death. He that had no care to expell Satan 

W==3Y@-out of his owne heart, yet will ſeeme to drive him out of his Kingdome. 

* That we ſee wicked men oppoſe themſelves to ſome finnes, there is 

neither maryell,nor comfort init:No doubt Satan made ſportat this Edit of $4al: 

what cares he ro be baniſhed in Sorcery,whiles hee is entertained in malice ? Hee | 

knew and found Saul his, whiles he refiſted;$& ſmiled toyeeld thus far unto his Vaſc 

fall- jo we quir not all finnes, he will he content we ſhould either abandon or perſe- | 
Cate ſome. 


Where isno place for holy feare, there will bee place for the ſervile; The grace- 
lefſe heart of Saul was aſtoniedat the Philiſtims; yet was never moved at the frownes 
ofthat God whoſe anger ſent them,nor of thoſe firmes of his whichprocured them. 
Thoſe that cannot feare for love, ſhall tremble for feare : and how much better is 
awe than terror ? prevention than confuſion 2 There is nothing more lamentable | 
than to ſee a man laugh when he ſhould feare; God ſhall laugh,when ſachan ones 
feare commeth. 

Extremitie of diſtrefſe, will ſend even the prophaneſt manto God; like as the 
drowning man, reacheth our his hand to that bough, which hee contemned whiles 
he ſtood ſafe on the banke - Seu! now aſketh counſell of the Lord; whoſe Propher 
he hated, whoſe Prieſts-he ſlue, whoſe Anointedhe perſecutes; Had-Sawl conſulred 
with God when he ſhould, this evill had not beene; but now, if this evill had nor 
beene, hee had not conſulted with God; The thanke of this Act is due, not to him, 
bur to his affliction: A forcedpiety is thanklefſe, unprofitable; God will not anſiver 
him neither by Dreames, nor by Urim, nor by Prophets. Why ſhould Gadanſiver 
that man by Dreames, whohad reſiſted him waking > Why ſhould hee anſwer | 
him by Urim, that had ſlaine his Priefts 2 Why ſhould hee anſwere him by | 
Prophets, who hared the Father of the Prophets, rebelled againſt the word of the | 
Prophets? | 

Ir is an unreaſonable unequality te hope to finde God at our command,when we | 
would not be at his; To looke that God ſhould regard our voice in rrouble, when 
we would not regard his 1n peace. (SE þ 

Unto what mad ſhifrs are men driven by deſpaire ? If God will not anfiwer, Sa- | 
ran ſhall; (Sau faid to his ſervants, Secke me a man that hath a familiar ſpirir. ) IF] 
Saul hadnot knowne this courſe” Deviliſh, why did he decree tobanifh it, comul&} 
it with death ? yet now againſt the ſtreame of his conſcience, he will fecke to thoſe | 
whom he had condemned; There needs no other judge of $auls a&t than himſelfe, } 
had he not before oppoſed this finne,he had not ſo hainouſly finned m commirting | 
it; There cannot be a more fearefa)l figne ofan heart givenup to a reprobate ſenſe, | 
chan ro caſt it ſelfe wilfully into thoſe ſinnes, which it hath proclaimed to deteſt, 
| The declinationsto evill are many rimes inſenſible, but when ir breakes forth into 
ſuch apparent effects,even others eyes may diſcerne it; What was Sas/ the better to 
fore-know the iflue of his approaching battel} ? If this conſultation conld haye 
\ſtrengrhned himagainft his enemies, orpromoted his vidtory , there might haye 
beene ſome colour for ſo foule an att; Now, what could he gaine, bur the ſatisfying 
of his bootlefle curioſity, in foreſeeing that, which hee ſhould nor bee able to a- 
voide ? Lhe gy | 
Fooliſh men grve away their ſoules for nothing; The itch of impertinent and un- 
En enaeahaath _ ______ Profitable 
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Contemplations, © E1B,&LV;, 
profitable knowledge , hath beene the hereditary diſeaſe of the ſons of Adam &, 4 
| Evez How many have periſhed to know that which hath procured their periſhing > 
How ambitious ſhould we be to know thoſe things,the knowledge wheredf is eter- 
nall Life; 

Many a lewd office are they put to,which ſerve wicked maſters; One while Sax; 

ſervants are ſet to kill innocent David; another while to ſhed the blood of Gods 

Prieſts:and now they mult goe ſeek for a Witch : It is no ſhall happineſſe toattend 

them,from whom we may receiveprecepts and examples of vertue. 

Had $4/been good he had needed no diſguiſe, Honeſt ations never ſhame the 

doers; Now that hee goeth abour a ſinfull bufinefle, hee changeth himſelfe; hee 

(eckes the ſhelter of the night, hee takes bur two followers with him; Ir is true, 

that if Sawl had come inthe porrofa King, the Witch had as much diflembled her 

condition, as now he difſembleth his ; yer 1t was not onely deſire to ſpeed, but 

ilcinefſe that thus altered his habit ; ſachs che power of conſcience, that even 
thoſe who are molt aftefted to evill, yertare aſhamed to bee thought ſuch as they 

deſireto be. 

Saul needed another face to fit that tongue, which ſhould ſay,(Conjecture to me |: 
by the familiar ſpirit,and bring me up whom I ſhall name unto thee;) An obdurate 
heart can give way to any thing. 

Notwithſtanding the peremptory edi of See, there are ſti]]l Witches in Iſrael; 
neither good Lawes,nor careful executionscanpurge the Church from MalefaCtors; 
There will ſtill be ſome that will jzeopard their heads upon the groſſeſt ſinnes; No 
Garden can be ſo curiouſly tended, that there ihould not bee one Weed left in it; 

Yet ſo farrecan good Statutes, and due inflitions of puniſhments upon offenders, 
prevaile, that miſchievous perſons are glad to pull in their heads,and dare notdo ill, 
but in diſguiſe and darkneffe. Tt is no ſmall advantage of juftice, that it affrights ſin, 
if it cannotbe expelled; As contrarily wofull is the condition of thar place, where 
154 publike profeſſion of wickedneſle. 

The Witch was nolefſle crafty chan wicked, ſhe had before (as is like) bribed Of- 
ficers to eſcape enditement, Jurke in ſecrecy; and now (he will not worke her feates 
without ſecurity; her ſuſpition projects the worſt; (Wherefore ſeekeſt thou to take mee 
ina ſnare, to cauſe me to ate?) Oh vaine Sercereſſe,that could bee wary to avoid the 
puniſhmentof $41, careleſſe to ayoid the judgement of God; Could we fore-think 
what our ſ{inne would coſt us,we durſt not, but be innocent : This isa good and ſea- 
ſonable anſwer for us, tomake unto Satan,when he ſollicites us to evill (Wherefore 
ſeekeft thou to take me in 4 ſnare, ts cauſe meto die ? ) Nothing 1s more fure than this in- 
tention in the tempter,than this event in the iſſue; Oh that we could but ſo much 
teare the eternall paines, as we doe the temporary, and bee but ſo carefull ro ſave 
our ſoules from torment, as our bodies. | 

No ſooner hath Sal ſworne her fafety, than ſhee addrefſeth her to her Sorcery ; 
Hope of impunity drawes on {inne with boldneſſe; were it not for the deluſions of 
falſe promilſes,Satan ſhould have no Clients. Could $441 be ſo ignorant, as to think 
that Magick had power over Gods deceaſed Saints to raiſe them up; yea, to call | 
[them down from their reſt? Time was,when Saul was among the Prophers; Andyer, 
\now,that he is inthe impure lodge of Divels,how ſenſeleſſe he is,to ſay, Bring me up 
S$amuel?Itis no rare thing,to loſe even our wit and judgement together with graces; 
How juſtly are they given to ſortiſhneſſe , that have given themſelves over to fin ? 

The Sorcereſſe (it ſeemes) exerciſing her conjurations in a roome apart, is infor- 
med by her Familiar, whoit was that ſet..her on worke; ſhee can therefore finde 
time,in the midſt of her Exorciſmes, to binde the aſſurance of her owne ſafety, by 
expoſtulation,(She cryed with a lend voice why haſt thou deceived me, for thou art Saul?) | 
The very name of Saw! was an accuſation; Yet is he ſofarre from ſtriking his breaſt, 
that doubting leſt this feare of the Witch, ſhould interrupt the deſired worke, hee 
encourages her, whom hee ſhould haye condemned ; (Be not affraid;) Hee thathad 
more cauſe tofeare, for hisowne ſake, in an expectation of juſt judgement, cheeres 
{ UP her, that feared nothing bur himſelfe : How ill dothit become us to give Rant 
BY" ? counie 
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A |counſell co others, whereof we have more need and uſe in our owne perſons ! 
As one that had more care toſatisfic his own curiolity, than her ſuſpition,he aſkes, 
(What ſaweſt thou? ') Who would not have looked,thar Sauls haire ſhould haye ſtared 
on his head, to heare of a ſpirit raiſed? His finne hath ſo hardened him, that heera- 
cher pleaſes himſelfe in 1t,which hath norhing in it but horror; Sofarre is Satan con- 
rentro deſcend to the ſervice of his ſervants, that he will approve his fained obedi- 
ence to their very outward {nles; What forme is fo glorious, that he either cannot 
or dare not undertake ? Here Gods aſcend ont of the Earth;Elſe-where Sarantranſ- 
tormeshim intoan Angell of light; What wonder is it,that his wicked Inſtruments 
appeare like Saints in their hypocritical difſimulation? if we will be judging by the 
appearance, wee ſhall be ſure to erre : No eye could diſtinguiſh betwixt the true 
B | Sarznel, and a falſe ſpirit; Saul, who was well worthy to be deceived, ſeeing thoſe 
gray haires,and that Mantle,inclines himſelf to the ground,and bowes himſelfe, He 
chat would not worſhip God in Samuel alive, now worſhips Samuel in Saran:and no 
marvell; Satan was now become his refuge in ſtead of God; his «rim was darkneſſe, 
his Prophet a Gholt : Every one thar conſults with Satan,worſhips him,though hee 
bow nor, neither doth that evillſpirir deſire any other reverence, than to be ſought 
unto, 

How cunningly doth Satan reſemble, not onely the habir and geſture, bur the 
language of Samuel, Wherefore haſt thou diſquieted mand wherefore deft thow ask of the, 
ſeeing the Lord « gone from thee,&+ u thine exemy? Nothing is more plealing to that e- 
villone,than to be ſolicited, yet in the perſon of Sawznel,he can ſay, Why haſt thow diſ- 
C | quieted me > Bad not the Lord been gone from Saul, he had never comne to the De- 
viliſh Oracle ofEndor,and yet the counterteiting fpiric can ſay, Why doeſt thou ask of 
meeting the Lord is zone fiomthee?Satan cares not how little he is known to be him- 
ſelte;he loves to paſſe under any forme, rather than his owne. 

The more holy the perſon is, the more caretully doth Satan a& him, that by his 
ſtale he may enſnare us. In every motion it is goodto try the ſpirits, whether they 
he of God; Good words are no meanes to diſtinguiſh a Prophet from a Devill ; $a- 
mucl himſelfe, whiles he was alive, could not have ſpoken more gravely, more ſe- 
verely, more divinely,than this evill ghoſt, For the Lord will remt thy Kingdowe out 
of thy hand, end zive it thy neighbour David, becauſe thou obeyeaſt not the voice of the 
Lord, nor executedfl hs fierce wrath upon the Amalekites, therefore hath the Lord done this 
D | «ntothee this day : When the Devill himſelte puts on gravity and religion, who can 
marvyell atthe hypocrifie of men? Well may lewd men bee good Preachers, when 
Satan himſelfe can play the Prophet; Where are thoſe ignorants that can think cha- 
ricably of charmes and ſpells, becauſe they finde nothing in them, but good words? 
What Prophet could ſpeake better words,than this Devill in Sawwels Mantle > Nei- 
ther is there at any time ſo much danger of that evill ſpirit,as when he ſpeakes beft. 
| I could wonder to heare Satan preach thus propherically, ifT did not know, that 
as he was once a good Angell, ſo he can ſtill act what he wasz Whiles Saul was in 
conſultation of ſparing .Aga2,we ſhall never finde that Satan would lay any blocke 
1n his way 2 Yea then he was a prompt Orator, toinduce him into that finne; now 
that it is paſt and gone, he can lade Saul with fearefull denunciations of judgement; 
E | Till we have ſinned, Satan is a paraſite ; when we haye ſinned, he isa Tyrant: What 
cares he toflatrer any more, when he hath what he would ? Now his onely worke 
is to terrifie, and confound, that he may enjoy what he hath wonne 5 How much 
better is it ſerving that Maſter,whowhen we are moſt deje&ed withthe conſcience 
of evill, heartens us with inward comfort, and ſpeakes-peace to the ſoule in the 
midſt oftumalr. | 
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Contemplations, LinXIV. | 


A} 


Ziklas ſpoiled and revenoed. 


*Ad notthe King of the Philiſtims ſent David away early, his Wiyes 

and his people and ſubſtance, which he left at Ziklag, had-beene utter- 

Da 16 ly loſt; Now Ach1ſh did not more pleaſure Davzd in his entertainment, 
9) (6/4) & than in his diſmiſſion. Saul was not Davids enemy more in the perſecy- 

O51 on of his perſon, than in the forbearance of Gods enemies; Behold, 
thus late doth David fcele the ſmart of Sanls finne, in ſparing the Amalekites:who, 
if Gods ſentence had been duely executed, had not now ſurvived,to annoy this par- 
cell of Iſrael. 

As in ſpirituall reſpe&s our ſinnes are alwayes hurtfull to our ſelves,fo in tempo- 
rall oft-times prejudiciall to poſterity; A wicked mandcſerves ill of thoſe, he neyer 
lived to ſee. 

I cannot marvell at the Amalckites aſſault made upon the Iſraelites of Ziklag : I 
cannot but marvell at their clemency: how juft was 1t,that while Davia would give 
aid to the enemies of the Church, againſt Iſrael, the enemies of the Church ſhould 
riſe againſt David, in his peculiar charge of Iſrael: But whiles David roving againſt 
the Amalekites, not many dayes before, left neither man nor woman alive, how 
ſtrange 151t, that the Amalekices invading and ſurprizing Ziklag, (1n revenge ) kill 
neither mannor woman? Shall we ſay that mercy is fled from the breaſts of Iſrae- 
lices, andreſts in Heathens ? Or ſhall we rather aſcribe this to the gracious re- 
ſtraint of God, who having deſigned Amalek to the ſlaughter of Iſrael, and nor If- 
rael to the {Jaughter of _4m1alek, moyed the hands of Iſrael, and held the hands of 
Amalek; This was that alone, that made the Heathens take up with an un bloody 
revenge; burning only the walls, and leading away the perſons. Iſrael croſſed the 
revealed willof Godin ſparing Amalek; Amalek fulfils the ſecret will of God in 
ſparing Iſrael. 
Ic was ſtill the lot of Amalek, to take Iſrael at all advantages ; upon their firſt 
 commingout of Egypt,when they were weary,weake,and unarmed, thendid 4m- 
{ek aſſault them; And now, when one part of Iſrael was in the field againſt the Phi- 
liſtims,another was gone wirhthe Philiſtims againſt Iſrael;the Amalekites ſetupon 
the Coaſts of both; and goe away laded with the ſpoile: Noother is to be expected 
of our ſpirituall Adverſaries,who are everreadyeſt to afſaile, when wee are the un- 
readyeſt todefend. 

It wasa wofull ſpeftacle for David and his Soldiers, upon their returne to finde 
runes andaſhes inſtead of houſes;andinſtead of their Families, ſolitude; Their City 
was vaniſhed into ſmoke. their hon(bolds into captivity ; neither could they know 
who to accuſe,or where to enquire for redrefſe; whiles they made account that their 
home ſhould recompence their tedious journey with comfort, the miſerable deſola- 
tion of their home donbles rhe diſcomfort of their journey; what remained there 
| but tearesand lamentations ? They lifted up their voices, and wept, till they could 
weepno more.Here was plenty of nothing but miſery and ſorrow. The heart of eve- 
ry Iſraelite wasbrim-full of griefe; Davids ran over; for befides that his crofle was 
the ſame with theirs,al theirs was his alone:each man lookr on his fellow as a part- 
ner of affliction;but every one lookt upon Davidas the canſe of all their affliction; 
and(as common diſpleafureis never bur fruitfullof revenge )they all agree to ſtone 
him as the Author of theirundoing, whom they followedal this while,as the hope- 
| full meanes of their advancements. P0114 

Now Dazz4s loſſe is his leaſt griefe; neither (as if every thing had conſpired to 
| corment him) can helooke beſides the aggravation of his ſorrow and danger; Sau! | 
| and his Soldiers had hunted him our of Iſrael; the Philiſtim-Courtiers had hunted 

birt fromthe favour of 4chiſh; the Amalekites ſpoiled bim in Ziklag; yer all theſe 
arc caſte Adverſaries in compariſon ofhis owne; his owne followers are ſo far from 
| pictying his participarion ofthe loſſe, that they are ready to kill him, becauſe they 
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A |are miſerable with him. Oh the many and grievous perplexities of the tan wet 


Gods owne heart!Ifall his rraine had joyned theirbeſt helpes tor the mitigation of 


their abilities are unanſwerable:How nuch more ſhonld our charity pardon the in- | 
F | firmiries of ourbrethre,% allow thero ſit by the ſtuffe, who cinotendure the march? 

The fame Providence which appointed David to follow the Amalekires,had alſo 
ordered an Egyptian to be caſt behinde them. Thiscaſt Servant, whom his cruel Ma- | 
fter had left to faintnefſe and famine, ſhall bee uſed asthe meanes of the recovery of 
theiſraclites loſſe;and of the revenge of the Amalckites. Had not his Maſter negle- 
&ed him, all theſe Rovers of Amalek had goneaway with their life and booty : Its, 
nar ſafe todeſpiſe the meaneſt vaſſallypon earth. There is a mercy and care due to 
the moſt deſpicable peece of all hnamanity; wherein we cannor be wanting without | 
the offence, withour the puniſhment of God. | 

Charity diftinguiſherh' an Iſraelite from an Amalekite. Davias followers ate 
ſirarigers to this Egyptian;an Amalekite was his MaſterzHis Maſter leaves him to dy 


om 


-w —_ _OeIr Rs i ww on. 
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| |his griefe, their Cordials had beene too weak,but now the vexation thar ariſes from | 1h OS 
cheir fury- and malice,drowneth the ſenſe of their loſſe, and were enough ro diſtract | 1 DRY 
che meſt reſ@lure heart; Why ſhould it be ſtrange to ns, that we meet with hatd tri- | 1147 THI0K 
alls, when we ſee the deare Anointed of God thus plunged in evils > | MS. | $63 
\ | Wharſhould the diſtreſſed ſonne of 1ſhai now doe ? Whither ſhould he thinke to (14: 2000T+ 
| [rurnehim?ro-goe backe to Iiracl he durit notzto goe to 4chiſh he might nor; roa- WES ; 36; 
bide amongſt thoſe waſte heaps he could nor;or if there might hayebeen harbourin WS a 
choſe burnt walls,yetthere could be no ſafety ro remaine with thoſe mutinous ſp- 1 3-4 
ris. (But David comfortedhimſelfe in the Lord his Gody)uk happy and ſire refuge | WS 
g | of a fajthfull ſoule !. The earth yeelded him nothing, but matrer of diſconſolarion Tr 
and heavineſſe; helitts his eyes above the hils, whence commeth his falyation; Ir is |y 00S 
no-tmaryell thar-Ggd remembreth David 1n all his troubles, ſince David in all his | [1 BOK 4. 
troubles did thus'remember his God; he knew thar chongh no mortal eye of reaſon, Ne Wk 
| or ſenſe could diſcerne any evaſion from thelſc intricate evils, yet that the eye of di- Wines l1 2s 
vineProvidence had deſcryeditlong before; and thar though no hutnane power Bt 45 3 
| conld make way for his ſafery;yetr that the over-ruling hand of his'God,' could doe RO W3.0 
' | iewith caſe; His experience had affured him of the fideliry of his Guardian in Hea- NT TH 
ven; and therefore he comnforted himſelfe in the Lord his God. re np Rog et (RY 
| In vaine is comfort expeedfrom God,tt wecanfilr not with him : Abi/athar the Wold. 4: Hef 
Prieſts called for; David was:not in the Court of Achifh, wichout the Prieſt by his ' RR 2 
c | fide;nor the Prieſt without the Ephod:Had theſe been left behinde ini lag, they 0 ORE 
had been miſcaried with the reft,and Dawvidhad now been hopeleſſe. How well it 1 RY 
ſucceeds to the Great, when they take God with them in his Minifters, in his Ordi- oft; BEST 
nances? As contrarily,when theſe arc laid by;as fuperfluous, there can bee nothin DK 14 es 
but wricertainty of ſucceſſe,or certainty of miſchiefe. The preſence of the Prieſt Ro. | WE te 
Ephed,would have little availed him wichout their uſe; by thetn he afkes counſel! W002” 
ofche Lord in theſe ſtraits. The monthand eares of God, which were ſhut unto Sav!, WE Re” 
are open unto David; no ſooner can he aſke, than he receives anſwer, and the an- "2. FRM 
ſwer thathe receives 1s fallof courage and comfort : (Follow, for thos ſhalt ſurely 0 10-0; 8 
| |ertake them,and recover all.) That God of truth never diſapoinred any mans trult. 11h {8H 7 
David now findes,that the eye which waited upon God was not ſentaway weeping. | 1 "WE 
751 Davidtherefore, & his men,are now upon their marchafter the Amalekices:Ir1s | | $8 11A 
no lingring when God bids us goe : They which had promiſedreſt to their weary | T1014 | 
limbes, after their return frs Achi/h,intheir harbor of Ziklap,are glad to forget their | 006: Fs 
hopes ;& to put their ſtiffe joyuts untoa new taſk of motion: It is nomarvell,if two # W445 | 
hundred of the were ſo over-tyred with their former toile, that they were nor able op MY 
to paſſe over the river Beſor. David was 4 true type of Chriſt, Wee follow himin 1 REL. 
theſe holy Wars,againſt the ſpiritual Amalekites;All of usare nor ofan equal ſtregth | | ti FO 
Some are caryedby the vigorof their faith,. thorow all difficulties ; Others, after | d: 7: Vs 
long preſlure;are ready tolanguiſh in the'way: Our Leaderis not more ſtrong than | : fi £1) Ie! 
pitrifull;neither doth he ſcornefully caſheere thoſe, whoſe deſires are hearty, whiles | | ' Bt hs 
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| (inthe field)of fickneſſe 8& hunger, theſe ſtrangers teleeved him: andere they know | | 
"> LES OE _ Yyyy whether EAT 


, pc = tr *.. +. 3 £ = - 
_ oe r Þ x ve of 4 RN "GX 7 + — ” eo on  % - £ SIP" ' A <4. A . _ oe 4 _ —_— 
- ay: - - a] "a OEIN nn uy _ R. Hon > Wo l <6 Lt = Iniogink + vas a a % 
= *7 £C % ud [SC 1 is nd "_ V2 | - s = _ 
» CO ITO nw 087 of Wn Weary nga 4 wy 4 "As . _———_ nnd 
. <— ws —_— . om yp 
_=— ge py a a. 2.5 4 al «G77 AM. a4 POO + © 4 44 606.4 . Po «4% 

- < a % 5 


Ge ey won 
Pp: m_— 
an pag, cy __ 
”" - 4 ah" VA o 


» 1 —+rar+ 2 Es 


-_- 4 


_ 


who I5 
_- _—_ T 
<2 af >, ” le ones ——_— —_ py 
% ity - << PO > _ _ + 
=> ' SIS _ - 
PO Ie nent ad Free _—_ 
. f . : X Fa = 2 - —_— Ws” 4. * 
AER 7 2 "ay In  es rows. way b2 i 
WEa.NT CY Ie. She. de 
D Ince ___ ea 
mes: 1 4 gr 
3 ©. = 


EW 


_ mo © _ 


þ- ot "at 
_ _— 
.» o 
"= - : - Wa 


aro 6s 


AG 0%. Ap ei. RAS oe Mo 
= -< {10 $ 


- —_ 


ed rm —_ = Th; 22 


” 4: OR — Rn tn a ap—_ wr ogihht EO _—_— -_- _ - 
ns wor5 Ce ” 2 
©4849 " * at 2/1 nr pom. en oe, pos TY ens 4 £00" =_ 
© 2p. Xp ? - » 444 A * "+ ” 
» —— bs 4 - . = 4 _— op Sg . 
« 4 at a 0 Y s L — LE 
«3. i 6 gl | bh J F 6 Lge LAEE5 ff PE "— ' 
- 3 <& 7 m ” E " Y 6 ah 
<tr, Mt F Fe, WF Pay IIS Po IRE OF, wet. Ad £44, _—_ COPY. * pv 
6 - c *ad R bs: 7 ww <4 ” 
ee >—<L28 
> —_ —_ x dat, 3-0" ies "IE , wok , 4 © , —_ 
g-no 6, $4 — be: ; 7 Þ li. - o v Lam nh 
Iu : oh P—_— E 
"9" l q 
” 


4p " 
_ s 4 +. ta = -- 
P Shun et - - os ye bait F . -- , Mn y =_ 
— : _ : us - J DPD Car i rn ww: Ye, p wo Tap, Ae +» 7 : 
w 9.5 age - = a” TI M DIO oo hore 2A; OE. - 3 " J14s WIE 
5 - 1 4 » * "05 SE + wi. -»- . 
grommet III eem_ ro yew per - na hy amv —_— Rs"; 4 MF _ ERS” CARIES. ; 
"* o : * t Ws , . Sage * EY 4 _ - as >” «4 . _—. - % A 
_ : —— Feed . p ' 
= gn TRI: oa ty i _ m_ 4 i ont ws ” 09 als 55 
> 0 G08. BW. SY _— —_— wr I 4" "* XA" aig _ "4s a _ - Un -w 4 Cad ——_—— ” 
* - 
=. b . 4 : : - may , ” Nag =» 9h i , 
rc wm + WM an roar nn ies wedge 4 ant -<e—ali o JOE avi ' WIE Ya aHhay = nin rw 
- - , oy tn hon —_— SAS _ < WF « 60 £ i xl b- VS 6 - - 4 


8 ths 
—_— 


"x 


« 
£4) 24 


a 


Ax 


umph, for the great prey they had taken. ray ha 


the Amalckites,the ranſome of their capzivity:They-mourned even now at the dan: 


 Gontomplations. \ 


L1z.XlYy. 


whether they might by him receive any lighr in their purſuir,they refreſh his dying 4 | 


ſpirits with Brea and Water,with Figs and Raiſins; Neither can the haſte 'of their 
way be any hinderance to their compaſſion : Hee hath no Liraelitifh blood: itihim, 
chat is utterly mercileſſe;Perhaps yet Davids followers might alſo; m'the{Hope-of 
ſome incelligence,ſhew kindneſle ro this forlorne'Egyprian. Workdly wiſedene rea- 
cherhns,ro ſow ſmall courteſies,where we may reape large Harveſts of recompence: 
No ſooner are his ſpirits recalled, than he requites- his 'food with information. 1 
cannot blame the Egyprtian,that he was fo eaſily induced to'defcry 'rhele unkinge 
Amalekites;to mercitull Ifraelites;thoſe thar gavehimover unrodeath,to the refto-. 
rers of his life; much lefſe, thatere he would deſcry them, he requizesan 'oath of ſe. 
curity from'ſo bad a maſter;Well doth he march death with ſuch a fervirudeWon. 
derfilll is the Providence of God,even over thoſe,that are not in' theneereſt bonds. | 
his owne. Three dayes,and three nights,had this poore Egyprian Slaye lyen fick ard 
hunger-ſtarved in the fields,and lookes for nothing burdeath, whetvGod ſerjdsthim 

ſaccour from the hands of thoſe Iſraelites, whom he hadhelpedroſpoite;choobtinot 

ſo much for his ſake,as for Iſraels,is this heatheniſh Stragler preferved.” V9} 750 

It pleaſes God to extend his common favours toallhwsereatures;; bur in niract« 
lous preſervations,he hath ſtill wont rohavereſpett ro his owne. By this meanes' 
therefore are the Iſraclites brought to:the fight of cher late ſpoilers z whom they 

finde ſcattered abroad, uponall the earth, eatingandurinking; and dancing intri- 


| 


, 


It was three dayes at leaſt, ſince this gainfull forraging of « /malek;Snow,feeing 
no feare ofany purſuer,and promiſing themſelves ſafery, in ſo greatand untraceda 
diſtancegthey make themſelves merry with ſo rick ad caſie a victory; and now fud. 
denly,whenthey begantothinke of enjoyingthebeauty and wealth they hadgotcen 
the (word of David was upon their throats. Deſtruttion 1s never neerer,than-whien 
ſecurity hath;chaſed away feare. With how ſad faces and hearts, had rhe Wivesof 
David,and the other Captives of Iſrael; looked upon the riumphaliRevyels of 4m. 
l«;and whata change,doe we think,appeared in them, when they faw their happy 
and valiant Reſcuers,flying in upon theirinfolent Vidtors,and ma\.ing the death of 


ces of CAmalek;now inthe ſhriekes anddeath of Amalck, they ſhont.and -rejvyce : 
The mercy of our God forgets not toenterchange our forrows with joy,and:the joy 
of the wicked with ſorrow. 16.1215 3.010131] bhi 
The Amalckites havepaid a deare loane for the goods of Iſrae}, which they now 
rc{tore with their owne lives;and now rheir ſpoile hattimade Dawvidticher thenhee 
expected: that booty which they had:fwepr from all: other parts,accrewedro him.” 
Thoſe L{raelites that could not goe on to fight fortheir ſhare,are comne ro meet 
their brethren with gratulation. How;partiall are we wont to be toour own cauſes ? 
Even very Iſraelites will be ready to fall but for matter of profit 2 - where ſelfe-love 
hath bred aquarrell,eyery man is ſubje&to flatter his owne caſe.It ſeemed plauſible 
& bur juſt ro the actors inthis reſcue, that thoſe which had raken nopart in the paine 
and hazard of the journey, ſhould receive noparr of the commodity; :It was favour 
cnough for. them to recover their wives:and children;though they ſhared not inthe 
goods.Wiſe and holy David (whoſe praiſe was no lefſe; ro overcome his awne in 
time of peace,then his enemies in warcalshis. contending followers from Law to 
equity,and fo orders the matter,that ſince the Phintifes weredetained not by will, 
bur by neceſſity, and ſincetheir forced ſtay was uſefalt m guarding rhe ſtuffe; they 
ſhonld partake equally ofthe prey with their fellowes. A ſencencetwell beſeemming 
|thejuſtice of Gods Anointed, Thoſe thattepreſent God upon earth,ſhould refemable 
| him in their proceedings. It is the juft mercy of 6ar God,to meaſure.usby. our wills; 
not by ourabulities ; torecompenceusgracioully, according rothe truth of our de- 
fires,and endeavours;and toaccount that performed by us, which he'only lerterhus 
from performing,It were wide with us,if ſometimes purpoſe did not fupply actions. 
Whues our heart faulteth not,we that through ſpiricuall ſickneſſe are-faine to abide 


k 
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by che ſtuffe,ſhall ſhare both in grace and glory with the Victors. 
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[They had ſinned in their King,andin them is their King puniſhed. The reſt were not 


death of S a UL, 


» The 


Thedeath of $a ut. 


| He Witch of Endor had halfe ſlaine Saul before the Battell : it is 
A\ 


| | 


juſt that they who conſult with Devils,ſbould goaway with diſ- 
comfort;He hath eatenhis laſt bread at the had of a Sorcereſle; 
& now neceflity drawes him into that field, where hee ſees no- | 
thing bur deſpaire. Had not Saul beleeyed the ill newes of the 
counterfeit Samwe/,he had not been ſtruck down on the ground 
with words: Now his beleefe made him deſperate;Thoſe aQios 
which are not ſuſtained by hope,mult needs languifh : and are 
only promoted by outward copullion:Whiles the minde is uncertaine of ſucceſſe,ir 


but when it is affured of the worſt event, it is utterly diſcouraged and dejedted. Ir 
hath therefore pleaſed the wiſdome of God to hide from wicked men, his determi- 
nation of their finall eſtare,thar their remainders of hope,may hearten the to good. 

In all likelihood one ſelfe-ſame day,ſaw Devid a viftor oyer the Amalekites,and 
Saul diſcomfted by the Philiſtims;How ſhould it bee otherwiſe ? David conſulced 
with God ,and preyailed;Sa#/ with the Witch of Endor,& periiherh. The end is c6- 
monly anſwerable to the way,zlIt is an idle injuſtice when we do il, ro look to ſpeed 
well, The ſlaughter of Sa«/and his ſonnes,was not in the firſt Scene of this Tragical 
field;that was rather reſerved by God,for the laſt a&, that Sazls meaſure might bee 
full: God is long ere he ſtrikes, but when he doth, it is to purpoſe; Firſt, Iſrael flees 
and falls downe wounded in Mount Gilboa; They had their part in Seuls finne; they 


they had ſeconded in offence. As it is hardto be good under an evillPrince,fo it isas 


rarenot to be enwrappedin his jadgements:It was no ſmall addition to the anguiſh 
of Sawls death,to ſee his ſonnes dead,to ſee his people fleeing, andſlaine before him; 


ſo worthy of pitty;but-whoſe heart would it not touch toſee Tonathan,the good fon 
ofa wicked father,inyolved in the common deſtrution? Death is not partiall : All 
diſpoſitions,all merits are alike to it; if valour,if holineſſe,if ſincerity of heart could 


wounds and death,no man can diſcerne which is 19z«than; The ſoule only findes the 
difference,which the body admitreth not; Death 1s the common pate both to Hea- 
ven and Hell; we all paſſe that,ere our turning toeitherhand:The ſword of the Phi- 
liſtims fercherh 70-athan through it with his fellowes: no ſooner 15 his foot over that 
threſhold,than God condufteth him to glory: The beſt cannotbe happy but through 
their difſolution; Now therefore hath onathan no cauſe of complaint, hee is by the 
rude and cruell hand of a Philiſtim but removed to a better Kingdome than hee 
leaves to his brother;and at once is his death both atemporall affliction tothe ſon of 
Sawl, and an entrance of glory to the friend of David. | 
The Philiſtim-archers ſhot at randome : God dire&s their arrowes into the bo- 
dy of Sawl : Leſt the difcomfiture of his people, and the (laughter of his ſons ſhould! 
not þe griefe enough tohim, he feeles himfelfe wounded, and ſees nothing before 
him bar horror and death; and now as a man forſaken of all hapes, hee begges of 
his Armour-bearer that deaths-blow, which elſe he muſt (to the doubling of his n- 
dignation) receive from aPhiliſtim. He begges this bloody favour of bis ſervant, 
and is denyed : Such an awfulnefſe hath God placed in Soveraignty, that nocntrea- 
ty, nocxtremity, can movethe handagainft it - What metall are thoſe men made 


releeyes it ſelf with rhe poflibilities of good: in donbts there is a cofortable mixture:y.. 


were a&ors in Devids perſecution: Juſtly therefore doe they ſuffer withhim, whom 


have beene any defence againſt mortality, Jonathan had ſurvived : Now by their | 


of, that can ſuggeſt or reſolye, and atte 
care more for the ſhame of the World, than the danger of their ſaules : Deſperare 
Savl will now ſupply his Armour-beafer; and as a man that bore armes againſt him- 
ſelfe,he fals npon 


ne the violation of Majeſty ? Wicked men | 


' 


his own ſword.Whart ifhe had dyed by the weapon of a Phaliftim? | 


So did his ſon enarban,andloſt no glory : Theſe conceits of diſrepuratien prevaile 
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| of San! followes his maſter : and dares doe that to himſelfe, whic 


— 


{ faile, he gives himſelfe his owne Mittimus:Oh the woful extremitiesof a deſpairing | 


eſt degree of ſpirituall robbery. 


| wee bee tohazard our bodies or Subſtance for the vindication either of the per- 


idle popularity into ations prejudiciall tothe Soule, | 


| the ridings might bee ſo much more meritorious, hee addes to the report, whathe 
| thinkes might carry the greateſt retribution - In hope of reward, or honour, the} 


Contemplation? 9”. | IL, 7 % d.4 [ WV | 


with carnall hearts above all ſpirituall reſpeAs : There 1s no greater muderer than © 
vain-glory : Nothing more argues a heart voyd of grace, than,to be tranſported by 


Evill exawples,eſpecially of the great,neyer eſcaped imitation;the Armor-bearer| | 

h to his King hee! | 
durſt nor : as if their owne Swords had been more familiar executioners, they yeel-| | 
ded unto them, what they grudgedto their purſuers. Fromrhe beginning was $au/: | 
ever his owne enemy,neither did any hands hurt him bur his owne : and now his} 
death is ſurable to his life : his owne hand payes him the reward of all his wicked- 
nefle, The end of hypocrites, and envious men1s commonly fearetull : Now is the 
blood of Geds Prieſts, which Saa/ſhed, and of David,which hee would have ſheg, 
required,and requited. The evill ſpirithad faid the evening before, To morrow thus | p 
alt bee with mee : and now Saul haſteth ro make the Devill no Lyer : rather than 


ſoule, plunging him ever intoa greater miſchiefe ro avoyd the lefle! He might have 
beene a patient in anothers violence, and faullefſe; now whiles hee will needs a& 
che Philiſtims partupon himſelfe,he lived and dyed a Murderer; The caſe is dead- 
ly, when the Priſoner breakes the Jaile,and will not [tay for his dehvery:andthough 
we may not paſſe ſentence upon ſucha ſoule, yet upon the fat we may:the foule may 
poſſibly repent in the parting, the a& is haynous, and ſuch as without repentance, 
k11ls the ſoule. 

It was the next day,ere the Philiſtims knew how much they were viftors; then 
finding the dead corps of Sau/and his ſons,they begin their rruumphs : The headof| 
King Saul is cut off inlicu of Goliahs,and now all their Idol temples ringof their ſac- 
ceſſe: Fooliſh Philiſtims,if they had not been more beholding to Sawls fins,than their 
gods,they had never caryed away the honour of choſe Trophees: Inſtead of magni- 
fying the juſtice of the true God, who puniſhed Sau! with deſerved death,they mag- 
nifie the power of the falſe: Superſtition is extremely injurious to God:It is nobet:- 
terthan Theff, to aſcribe untothe ſecond cauſes that honour which 1s due unto the 
firſt:but rogive Gods glory to thoſe things which neither act,nor are,it is the high- 


| Saul was none of the beſt Kings: yet ſo impatient are his ſubjects of the indignity 
offred to his dead corps,that they will rather leave their owne bones amongſt the| | 
Philiſtims,thanthe carcafſe of $a#/.Such acloſe relarion there 15 betwixt aPrinceand: F 
SubjeR,rthar the diſhononr of either is inſeparable from both : How willing ſhould 


ſon, or name of a good King, whiles hee lives to the benefit of our protection: | | 
Ir1san unjuſt ingratirude in thoſe men , which can endure the diſgrace of them, 
under whoſe ſhelter they live;but how unnaturall is the villany ofthoſe Miſcreante, 
oo Can Ber content to bee actors in the capitall wrongs offered to Soyeraigne au- 
thority : | 

| It were a wonder, if after the death of a Prince, rhere ſhould want ſome Picke- 
thanke, to inſinuate himſelfe into his Succefſor : An Amalekite youngman rides| 
pofte to Ziklagrofinde out David,whom even commonrumour had notified for the | | 
anointed Heire tothe Kingdome of Iſrael; to bee the firſt Meſſenger ofthat newes;| x; 
which he thought could be no ether then acceptable, the death of Sax/ : and that | 


—_——_—_ Wo O— —— 


man 15 content to bely himſelfe ro David: It was not the Speare, but che Sword of | 
Sal, that was the inſtrument of his death :/ neither could this ſtranger finde Sav!, 
bttdying, ſinceche Armonr-bearer of Saulfaw him dead, ere he offered that vio- 
lence tohimſelfe : The hand of this Amalekite therefore was notguilrie,his congue 
was : Had not'this Meſſenger meaſured Dvits foore by his owne Laſt, hee had| | 
forbornethis peece of the newes ; and not hoped to advantage himſelfe by this 
falſhoed: Nowhee thinkes; The tidingsofa Kingdome cannot bur pleaſe - None 


but Saul and lonathan ſtood in Davids way. : He cannot chuſe, but like ae" of 
g their 
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| as the Author of his deliverance and happineſſe. Worldly mindes thinke no man 
can be ofany other, then their owne dyet; and becauſe they finde the reſpets of 


—_— 


q Ls. XIV. ; : Abner and Joab, Ty 


cheir remoyall : Eſpecially, ſince $s/ did ſotyrannouſly perfecure his innocence. 16 | 


I ſhall onely report the fat done by another, I ſhall goe away but with the recom- 
pence of a Iuckie Poſt, whereas, if I take upon me the a&ion, 


| ; L am the man, to 
whom David is beholden for che Kingdowe: he cannorbur honour andrequite me, 


ſelfe-love,and private profit, ſo ſtrongly prevailing with themfelyes, they cannox | 
conceive, how cheſe ſhould be capable of a repulſe from others. 25 IR 


How much was this Amalekite mocked of his hopes : whiles he imagined, that 
David would now triumph, and feaſt inthe affured expeRarion of the Kingdome, 
and poſſeſſion of the Crowne of Iſrael, he findes him renting his clothes,and wring- 
ing his hands, and weeping, and mourning - as if all his comfort had been dead with 
Saul and Ionathan : and yet perhaps he thought : This ſorrow of David is bur fa- 


| neinted of the Lord? ) Doubtleſſe,the Amalekite made many faire pleas for himſelfe, 


King Achiſh, and have beene rewarded with honour : let mee nor dye for an a& 


ſhionable, ſuch as great heires make ſhew of in the farall day they have longed for ; 
Theſe teares will be ſoone dry; the fight of a Crowne will ſoone breed a ſucceſſion 
of other paſſions : Bur this errour 1s ſoone correted : For when David had enter-. 
rained this Bearer, withaſad faſt all the day, he cals him forth in the evening to ex- 
ecution. (How weſt chow not affraid (faith he) ro put forth thine hand to deflroy the 4n- 


out of the grounds of his owne report : Alas, Sau! was before falne upon his owne 
Speare; Ir was but mercy to kill him, that was halfe dead, that hee might dye the 
ſhorter: Beſides, his intreaty and importunarte prayers, moyed me to haſten him 
chrough thoſe painefull gates of death : had I ſtricken himas an enemy, I had deſer- 
ved the blow Thad given; now I lenthim the hand of a friend : why am I puniſhed 
for obeying the voyce of a King ? and for perfiting what himſelfe begun, and could 
not finiſh : And ifneither his owne wound, nor mine, had diſpatched him,the Phi- 
liſtims were athis heeles, ready to doe this fame aft with inſultation,which I did in 
favour : and if my hand hadnot prevented him, where had beene the Crowne of 
Iſrael, which Inow have here preſented to thee : I could have delivered that ro 


well meant to thee, however cenſtrued by thee : But no pretence can make his own 
tale not deadly : (Thy blood be npon thine owne bead, for thine owne mouth hath teſtified 


againſt thee, ſaying, I have flaine the Lords Anoimtea.) It is ajuſt ſuppoſition, that eve- 
ry man is ſogreata Favourer of himſelfe, that he will not miſ-report his owne a&ti- 


ons, nor ſay the worſt of himſelfe : In matter of confeſſion, men may without injn- |. 


ry be taken at their words : Ifhe did it, his fa& was capirall; If he didit not his lye: 
It is pitty any other recompence ſhould befall thoſe falſe flatterers, that can be con- 
tent to father a finne, to get thankes. Every drop of royall blood is ſacred : For a 
man toſay thathe hath ſhedit, is mortall. Of how farre different ſpirits from 
this of Davids,are thoſe men,which ſuborne the death of Princes,and celebrate and 
canonize the Murtherers ! Into their ſecret ler not my ſoule come; my glory, bee 
thou net joyned to their Aſſembly. 


Abnix and Joab. 


8 Ow mercifull & ſcaſonable are the proviſions of God?Ziklag was now 
+ nothing burruines andaſhes: David might returne to the ſoile where 
9 1t fto0d,to the roofes and wals he could not : No ſooner is he diſap- | 
$ pointed of that harbour, then God provides him Cities of Hebron : 

** Sanl ſhal die to give him elbow-room:Now doth David find the com- 
fort that his extremity ſought in the Lord his God : Now are his clouds for a time 
paſſed oyer:and the Sun breakes gloriouſly forth: D vid ſhall raigne after his ſuffe- 
rings. Soſhall we,ifwe endure tothe end,finde a Crowne of Righreouſnefſe, which 
the Lord the Righteous Judge, ſhall give us at that day : But though David well 
kney that his head was long before anointed, & had heard Saul himſelfe confident- | 
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(ontemplations. L1isB.XIV, 
1v avouching his Succeſſion: yet he will not ſtirre from the heaps of Ziklag till hee, A 
Angers with the Lord:It didnot content him,that he had Gods warrant for 
che Kingdome;but he muſt have his inſtructions for the raking poſleſſton of it: How 
fafe and happy is the man thar is reſolved to doenothing without God?Neither wil 
generalities of direction be ſufficient;eyen particular circumſtances muſt looke for a 
word:ſtill is God a Pillar of fire,and cloud tothe eye ofevery Iſraelite:neither may 
there be any motion or ſtay but from him; That attion cannot bur ſucceed, which 
proce2ds upon fo ſure a warrant. - 
God ſends him to Hebron a City of Judah:Neither will David go up thither alone, 
bur he takes with him all his men with their whole houſholds - they ſhall take ſuch 
part as himſelfe: As they had ſhared with him 1n his miſery,ſo they ſhall now in his ; 
proſperity:Neither doth he take adyantage of their late mutiny (which was yer B 
freſh and green)to caſheire thoſe unthankfull,& ungracious followers, but pardon- | | 
ing their ſecretrebellions,he makes them partakers of his good ſucceſſe. Thus doth 
our heavenly Leader(whom David prefigured)take us to raigne with him whohave 
ſuffered with him:paſſing by our manifold infirmities,as if they had not been, hee 
remoyeth us from the Land of our baniſhmenr,and the aſhes of our forlorne Ziklag, 
to the Hebron of our Peace and glory: The expeCtation of this day muſt (as it did 
wirh Davids Soldiers) digeſt all our ſorrowes. 

Never any calling of God was ſo conſpicuous, as not to finde ſome Oppoſites 
Whar Iſraelite did not know David appointed by God tothe ſucceſſion of the King. 
dome ? Even the Amalekite,could carry the Crowne to him as the true Owner: yet | 
there wants not, an Abyer to reſiſt him,& the Title of an /fhþboſhezhtocolour his reſi- 
ſtance:If any of Sauls houſe could have made challenge to the Crown,it ſhould haye 
| been Mephiboſheth the ſonne of 1onathan;:Who.,it ſeemes had too much of his Fathers 
' blood to be a Competitor with David:the queſtion is not,who may claime tte moſt 
[righr,buc who may beſt ſerye the faction;Neither was 1/hboſheth any other then 4b- 
{ ners Stale.Sawl could not have a fitter Courtier:whether in the, imitation of his Ma- 
ſters enyy,or the ambition of ruling under a borrowed name, hee ſtrongly oppoſed 

David : there are thoſe who ſtrive againſt their owne hearts, to make a ſide, with \ 

whom conſcience is oppreſſed by affection: An 1ll quarrel once undertaken ſhall bee 
maintained although with blood: Now,not ſomuch the blood of Sasl,as the ingage- 
| ment of Abner makes the Warre.The ſonnes of Zereiah ſtand faſt ro David : It is 

much,how a man placeth his firſt intereſt :; If 4b»er had beene 1n 7oabs roome, when 
Saxls diſpleaſure drove Davidfrom the Court,or 1oab in Abzers, theſe ations, theſe 
events had been changed with the perſons:It was the onely happineſſe of 70ab that| | 
he fell on the better ſide. 

Both the Commanders under David and 1ſhboſheth were equally cruell:both areſo/ 
Inured to blood, that they make bur a ſport of killing. Cuſtome makes ſinne fe 
' miliar,that the horror of it,is to ſome turned intopleaſure. (Come let the young wen | 

| 
| 


| play before ws.) Abner is the Challenger, and ſpeeds thereatter-for though inthe mat- 
| ches of Duell both ſides miſcarryed,yet in the following conflict, Abner and his men! 
{are beaten : By the ſucceſle of thoſe ſingle Combats no man knowes the betrerof| 
the cauſe : Both ſides peri(h,to ſhew,how little God liked either the offer, or the| 
acceptation of ſuch a tryall; but when both did their beft,Gad puniſheththe wrong E 
part with diſcomfiture. [.<] 
Oh, the miſery of civill difſention ! Iſrael and Judah were brethren. One carried: 
the name ofthe Father, the other of the Sonne : «dah was but a branch of Iſrael, I 
rael was the roote of Judah: yet Iſrael and Judah muſt fight, and kill each other; 
onely upon the quarrell of ani}! Leaders ambition. The ſpeed of Aſahel was not 
greater than his courage - It wasa minde fit for one of Davids worthies,to ſtrike at | 
the head,to match himſelfe with the beſt : He was both ſwift and ſtrong : bur the 
[race is not tothe ſwift, nor the bartle tothe ſtrong : If he had gone never ſo ſlowly, 
;he might have overta*en death : now he runnes to fetch ir. So little luſt had 4b»er 
toſhed the blood of a ſonne of Zerviah, that he twice adviſes him to retreate from 


purſuing his owne perill : 4ſabels cauſe was ſo much better as 4bxers ſuccefſe:Many | 
| | a 
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"Er. XIV. Abner and Joab. 


A | a one miſcarryes inthe raſh pr 

the worſt part gee away wit 
purſuit of a juſt Adyerſary, prooves morrtall to the agent, prejudiciall tothe ſer- 
| VICE. w F: 

Abner, whiles he kils, yet he flyes, and runnes away from his owne death, whiles 
he inflidts it upon another : Davids followers had the better of the field and day; 
|The Snnne as unwilling to ſee any more Ifraelitiſh blood ſhed by brethren, hath 
withdrawne himſelfe:and now both parts having got the advantage of an hillunder 
chem, have ſafe convenience of parley : 4bxer beginnes,and perſwades 1446 to ſur- 
ceaſe the fight (Shall tbe ſword devoure for ever ? knowefs thou not, that it will be bitter- 
neſſe in the end 2 How long ſhall it be, ere thou bid the people returne from following their 
brethren ? ) It was his fault thatthe ſword devoured at all : and why was not the be- | 
ginning ofa civill War, bitterneſſe ? Why did he call forth the people to ſkirmiſh, | 
and invite them to death ? Had Abner been on the winning hand, this motion had 
been thank-worthy : It 1s a noble diſpoſition in a Vitor, to call for a ceſſation-of 
Armes : whereas neceſflity wrings this ſuit from the oyer-maſtered. There cannor 
be a greater praiſe, toa valiant and wiſe Commander, than a properſion to all juſt 
termes of peace : For warre as it is ſomtimes neceſſary, ſoit is alwayes evill; andif 
fighting have any other end propoſed beſides peace,it proves murder. ,4#zer ſhall 
finde himſelfe no lefſe overcome, by 1oab in clemencie, than power; He fayes nor, I 
will not ſo eaſily leave the advantage of my victory : fince the Dice of warre runne 
on my ſide, I will follow the chance of my good ſucceſſe : Thou ſhouldeſt have con- 
ſidered of this before thy provocation:It is now too late,to move untoforbearance. 
But,as a man that meant to approve himſelte equally free from cowardiſe,in the be 
ginning of the conflict, and from cruelty in the end, he profeſſeth his forwardnefſe 
to entertaine any pretence of ſheathing up the ſwords of Iſrael; and {weares to 46. 
zer, that if it had not beene for his proud irritation, the people had in the mornin 
before ceaſed from that bloody purſuic of their brethren, As it becomes publike 
perſons to be lovers of peace,ſo they muſt ſhew itupon all good occaſions : letting 
paſſe no opportunity of making ſpare of blood. 

Iſhboſheth was (it ſeemes) a man of no great ſpirits, for being no lefle than forty 
yeares old, when his father went into his laſt field againſt the Philiſtims , hee was | 
conrentto ſtay at home: Abner hath put ambition into him; and hath ea'ly raiſed: 
him to the head of a faction, againſt rhe anointed Prince of Gods people. If this u- } 
ſurped Crowne of Sauls Sonne, had any worthor glory init.he cannot but acknow- 
ledge to owe itall unto Abner;yet how forward is unthankfull 1ſhbofherh ro receive j 
a falſe ſuggeſtion againſt his chiefe Ahettor: (Wherefore haſt thou gone in tomy fathers 
Concubine ? ) He that made no conſcience of an unjuſt claime ro the Crowne, and a 
maintenance of it with blood, yer ſeemes ſcrupulous of a lefle finne, that cariyed in 
it the colour of a diſgrace, The touch of her, whohad been honoured by his fathers 
bed, ſeemed an intolerable preſumption,and ſuch as could nor be ſevered from his | 
owne diſhonour : Selfe-love ſometimes borrowes the face of honeſt zeale. Thole, | 
who out of true grounds diſlike finnes, doe hate them all indifterently, according to 
their hainouſneſſe; Hypocritesare partiall intheir dereſtation, hewrayingever moſt 
bitterneſle againſt thoſe offences, which may moſt prejudice their perſons and re- 
putations, 

[t is as dangerous as unjuſt for Princes, togive both their eares and their heart to 
miſgronnded rumours of their innocent followers: This wrong hath (trip 1/bboſheth | 
of the Kingdome-Abver in the meane time cannot be excuſed froma trecherous 1n- 
 conſtancy-If Sauls ſon had no true Title to the Crowne,why did he maintaine it ? 
If he had,why did he forſake the cauſe and perſon 2 Had Abner out of remorſe,for | 
furthering a falſe claime,taken off his hand, I know not whercin he could be blamed 
except for not doing it ſooner:But now to withdraw his profeſſed allegeance, upon 
a private revenge,was to take a lewd leave of an ill ation:If 7/bboſheth were his law- | 
fall Prince,no injury could warrant a revolt:Even betwixt private perſons. returne 
of wrongs 15 both uncharitable, & unjuſt, how ever this goe currant for the FONG 

juſtice 
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Contemplations. 


Liz. XIV. 


jaſtice of the World:hew much more ſhould we learne from a ſupreme hand,to take 
hard meaſures with thankes? Ithad beene Abyers duty, to have given his King a 
peaceable and humble fatisfation,andnot to flye ont ina ſnuffe. If the ſpirit of the 
Ruler riſc up againſt thee, leave not thy placesfor yeelding pacifieth great offences: 
now, his impatient falljng,although to the right fide,makes him no berrer than trai- 
terouſly honelt. 

So ſoone as Abner had entertained a reſolution of his rebellion;he perſwades the 
Elders of Iffael to accopany him in the change:and whence doth he fetch his main 
motive but from the Oracle of God? (The Lord hath fpoken of David ſaying, By the 
hand of my ſervant David, will I ſave my people Iſrael, ons of the hand of the Philitims, 
out of the hand of all their enemies;) A buer knew this ful wel before,yet then was wel 
content to ſmother a knowne truth for his owne turne,and now the publication of 


for him,whom he had fo long oppoſed : Hypocrites make uſe of God for their own 
purpoſes;andcare only to make divineauthority a colour for their owne deſignes ; 
Nomanever heard Abner godly till now:neither had he been fo ar this time, it hee 
had not intended a reyengefull departure from 1ſhboſheth : Nothing 15 more odious, 
than to make Religion a ſtalking horſe to Policy. ; 

Whocan bur glorifie God in his juſtice, when hee ſees the bitter end of this 
treacherous diſſimulation? David may upon conſiderations of State, enterraine his 
new Gueſt with a Feaft; and well mighthe ſeeme rodeſerve a welcome,thatunder- 
takes to bring all Iſrael to the league and homage of David:but God never meant to 
uſe ſo unworthy meanes,for ſo good a worke. 1oab returnes from purſuing a troupe, 
and finding Abner diſmiſſed in peace and expeQation of beneficiall returne, followes 
him,and whether out of envy,at a new rivall of honour,or out of the revenge of 4- 
ſahel,he repayes him doth diſſimulation & death. God doth moſt juſtly by 70ab.that 
which 1946 did for himſelfe moſt unjuſtly : I know not (ſerting the quarrell afide) 

whether we can worthily blame Abzer for the death of Aſahel, who would needs af- 
ter faire warnings run himſelfe upon Abzers Speare : yec this fa& ſhall procure his 
paiment for worſe. Now is 1ſbbofheths wrong revenged by an enemy ; we may not 
alwayes meaſure the Juſtice of Gods proceedings, by preſent occaſi- 
ons: Hee needs not maKke us acquainted, or aſke us leaye 
when hee will call for the arrerages of 
forgotten ſinnes. 
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it may ſerve for his adyantage, he wins the heart of Iſracl,by ſhewing Gods Charter | 
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O THE RIGHT 


HONOVRABLE MY 
Y-EARAITI OQUOD LUXKD, 


VILLIAM 


LORD BVRLETIGH, 
All Grace and Happineſle, 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 

Here are but two Bookes wherein wee can 
reade God; T he one n his Word,bis Works 
the other : T hu 1 the bigger Uolume, that 
the more exqnijite-.T he Charatters of this 
are more large,but dim.of that, ſmaller but 
clearer. T-hiloſophers have turned over this 
E and erred; That, Drvines and [Indiuus 
( hriſtians,not without full & certain information. Inthe Works 
of God we ſee the ſhadow,or footfleps of the ('reator,tn his Word 
we ſee the face of God in a glaſſe, Happineſſe conjiſts in the Vi- 
ſoon of that infinite Majeſtie: and if we be perfcilly happy above 
tn ſeeing bim face to face,our happineſſe is well forward b:low,in 
ſeeing the lively repreſentatis of his face in the glaſſe of the Scrip- 
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Uzzah, and the eArke removed, 


—_ c ouc of Sa quiet,the Philiſtims beaten, victery 

Py cannot end better thenin devotion; David is no ſooner 
ſetledin his houſe at Jeruſalem, then he fercherh God 
tobe his gueſt there; the thouſands of Iſrael go now in 
an holy march, to bringup the Ark of God,to the place 
ofhisreſt;The camulrs of War offorded no opportunity 
of rhis ſervice ; onely peace isa friend toReligion, nei- 
ther 19 peace ever our friend, but when ir is a ſeryant of 
Piety : The ule of Warre 15 not more pernicious to the 
m— body, then the abuſe of peace is tothe foule ; Alas, the 
Riot bred of our long eale, rather drives the Arke of God fromns; ſo the {till ſeden- 
rary life,isſubjeX to diſeaſes,and ſtanding waters purrifie. It may bejuſt with God, 
totake away the'bleſling which wedo ſo much abuſe;and to fcoure off our ruſt with 
bloody Warrte {&C N 

The Arke of God had now many yeeres, reſted in the obſcure lodge of Abinadab, 
without the honour ofa Tabernacle. D avid will not endure himſelfe glorious,and 
the Arke of God conremprible;his firſt care is/ to provide a fit rooine for God in the 
head of the Tribes,in his owne City. The chiefe carcof good Princes, muſtbee the 
advancement of Religion; 'What ſhould the Depuries of God rather doe than ho- 
| norhim whomthey repreſent? It was no good thar Iſrael could learn of Pailiſtims; 
Theſe Pagans had ſent the Arke back in anew Cart; the Iſraelites ſaw God bleſſed 
that.condut;andnow they:praGtile it at home: But that which God will take from 
Philiſtims, he will not brooke from Iſrael : Aliens from God are no fit patterns for 
children : Divine inſtitution had made this a cariage forthe Leyites ;not for oxen: 
Neither ſhould thoſe ſons af 4binadab have driven the Carr, but cared that facred 
burdett.. Gods buſineſſes niuſt be done after his owne formes, which if we do with 
the beſt incentions alter,we preſume,  /! le gTEA med 5! 

Itislong ſince I{rael faw. fo fayre aday asthis, wherein they went 1n this holy 
Triumphtoferchthe Arke of God; iNow their Warlike Trumpetsare turned into 
Harps aiid Timbrels ; and theirihands iri:ftead of weilding the Sword and Speare, 
ſirike-upon thoſe muſicall ſtrings: whereby:zhey might expreſſe the Joy of their 
hearts. : Here wasno noyſe burof mirth, <p but pleafarie': /Obhappy I : 
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| 1094. (contemplations. L1s.XV., 
Tael that had a God torejeyce in, that had this occaſion of rejoycing in their God, A 
and an heart that embraced this occaſion. , There is nothing bur this wherein wee 
may not joy immoderately,unſeaſonably;this ſpiritual joy can never be either our 
of time, or out of meaſure : Ler him that rejoyceth,rejoyce in the Lord. Bur now 
| when the Iſfaclites were in the midft of this Angel-like jollity, cheir hearts lifted 
up,cheir fiands playing, their feer moving, their tongues finging and ſhouting, God 
ſees good to ſtrike them into a ſudden dumpe by the death of Y'zz4b : They arc 
ſcarce ſer intothe tune, when God marres their Muſicke, by a fearefull judgment; 
and changes their mirth into aſtoniſhment, and confuſion; There could not bee a 
more excellent work then this they were about; there could not be more chearefill 
hearts inthe performing of it,. yet will the moſt holy God rather daſh all this 6- 
lemne ſervice, then endure an a& of pretumprion or infidelitie. 46;nadab had beene 
the faithfull Hoit of Gods Arke for the ſpace of twenty yeeres : even in the mid{ 
of the terrors of Iſrael, who were juſtly affrighted with the vengeance inflicted up- 
on Beth-ſhemeſh,did he give harbor unto it; Yet even the ſon of 4binadab is ftrick: 
endead,in the firſt departing of that bleſſed gueſt: The Sanfiry of the Parent can- | 
not beare out the ſin gf his Son : The Holy one of Iſrael will be ſagfified inallthar 
come neere him:He will be ſerved like himſeltfe. - I 
Whar then was the fin of Yah 2 Whar was the capiall crime, for which he {6 
fearefully periſhed? That the Arke of God was commitred to the Cart, it was not 
his device only,but the common af of many; Thar it was not caried on the ſhoul- 
ders of Levites, was no lefle the fault of 460, and the reſtof their Brethren; only 
Yz;ah is{tricken: Thereſt ſinned innegligence;he in pteſumprion;the Arke of God 
ſhakes with the agitation of that carriage ; he puts forth his hand to hold itſteddy: 
Humane judgement would have found herein nothing haynous:God ſeesnot with 
the eyes of men;None bur the Prieſts ſhould have dared to touch the Arke, Ir was 
enough for the Levites to touch the barres that carried it : An unwarranted hand 
cannot ſo lightly touch the Arke,bur he ſtrikes the God rhat dwels in it: No maryel 
if God ſtrike that man with death, that ſtrikes him with Preſumprion ;. There was 
wel-neere the fame quarrell againſt the thouſands of Bethſhemeth, nd againſt Y7- 
{44;They dyed for looking into the Arke,he for touching it; leſt Iſrael ſhonld grow 
[ into a contemptuous familiarity with this Teſtimony of Gods preſence,he wil hold 
them in awe with Judgments: The revenging hand of the Almighty, that upon the 
returne of the Arke ſtaied at the houſe of Abidnaaab, upon the remove ef the Arke 
begins there againe: Where are thoſe that thinke God will take up with a careleſſe 
and ſJubbred (ſervice? He whoſe infinite mercie uſes to paſſe by our fins of infirmi- | 
ty,puniſherh yet ſeverelyour bold faults: If we cannot do any thing in the degrees 
| thathe requirethzyer we muſt learne to do al things in the ferme that he requireth; 
| Doubtleſle Y274b meant no otherwiſe then well,inputring forth his hand to ſtay 
the Arke; He knew the facred Utenſils that were in it,the Port of Manna, the Ta- 
bles of the Law,the Rod of 4aren, which might be wronged by. that over-rough 
motion-to theſe he offers his aid,and is ſtricken dead: The beſt intention cannot ex. 
cuſe;much lefſe warrant us in unlawfull ations: where we do ought in faith,it plea- 
{eth our good God to winke at, and pitty our weakeneſſes; butif wee dare to pre- 
(ent God withthe wel-meant ſervices of our owne making, we riininto the indig- 
nation of God z There is nothing more dangerous than to be our owne carvers in 
matter of Deyorion. 
I marye}l not if the countenance of David were ſuddenly changed, to ſee'the 
pale face of death in one of the chiefe. Aors in this holy Proceffion': He tharhal 
found God ſo favourable ro him in ations of lefle worth, is troubled'ito ſee rhis ſic 
cefle of a buſinefle fo heartily dire&ed unto his God ;,and now'ke beginnes talboke 
thorow Y77h athimſelfe, and to ſay, (How ſhall the Arke of the\Lordicomegto mee-?) 
Thenonely hall wemakearight uſe of the judgements of God upon others; when 
we ſhall feare them inour.ſelyes, and finding our ſinnes aricaſt equall, ſhall crembk 
| at the expeCationofthe faine deſervedpuniſhmentsGod intends not only revgng* 
| mn his exectition;but Teformationz As good Princes regard not:fo much the ſmart o | 
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A | the evill paſt,as the prevention of the futurezwhich is never attained but when we | 
make applications of Gods hand : and draw common cauſes our of Gods particular 

proceedings. | SE | | KY 

Ido not heare David ſay;Snrely, this man is guilty of ſome ſecret finne, that the 
World knows not,God hath met with him, there is no danger ro us,why ſhould I be | 
diſcouraged to ſee God juſt?we may goon ſafely & proſper:Bur here his foor ſtaies; | 
| and his hand fals ftom his Inſtrumenr,$ his tongue is ready to taxe his ownunwors- 
thineſſe,(How ſhall the Arke of the Lord come unto me? That heart is carnal andproud, 
chat thinks any man worſe then himſelfe;Dawids feare ſtayes his progrefle: Perhaps 
he might have proceeded with good ſuccefſe,burhe dares not venture,where he ſees | 
ſach a deadly check:Ir is better to be too feareful;then too forward in thoſe affaires, | 
which do immediately concerne God; As it is not good torefraine from holy buſi- | 
neſſes, ſoitis worſe rodo them ill ; Awfulneſſe 1s a fafe Interprerer of Gods fecrer | 
ations,and a wiſe guide of ours. | 

Tr1s eventhath holpen 0bed-Eaom to a gueſt he lookt not for, God ſhall now 
ſojourne in the houſe of him,in whoſe heart he dwelt before by a ſtrong faith : elſe 
the man durſt not have undertaken toreceive that dreadfull Arke, which David 
himſelfe feared to harbour ; Oh the courage of an honeſt and faithfull heart ! 0bed- 
Edom knew wel egough what ſJanghter the Arke had made amongſt the Philiſtims, 
andafterthat amongſt the Bethfhemites , andnow he ſaw 7zz4h lye dead before | 
him, yet doth he not make any ſcruple of entertaining ir, neither doth he ſay, My | 
Neighbour Abinadab was a carefull andreligious hoſt ro the Arke,and is now payed | 
withthe blood of his fon: how ſhall I hope to ſpeed better?bur he opens his doores | 
with a bold cheerefulnes,andnotwirhſtanding all thoſe terrors,bids God welcome: 
Nothing can make God not amiable to his own;Even his very juſtice is lovely :Ho- 
ly menknow how to rejoyce inthe Lord with trembling,and can feare wichour diſ- 
couragement. | 

The God of heaven will not receive any thing from men on free coſt : hee will 
pay liberally for his lodging,a plentiful blefſingupon 0bed-EZdom,and all his houſe- 
hold. It was an honour to that zealous Gitrite,that the Arke ſhould come under his 
roofe;yet God rewardsthat honour with benediction ; Never man was a loſer by 
true godlinefſe. The houſe of 0bed-Edow cannot this while want obſervation - the 
eyes of David,and all Iſrael were never off from it,to ſee how it fared with this en- 
tertainment. And now, when they finde nothing, but a gracious accepration and 
ſenſible bleſſing, the good King of Iſrael takes new heart, and haſtens to fetchthe 
Arke into his royall Ciry. The view of Gods favours upon the Godiy, isno ſmall 
encouragement toconfidence and obedience : Doubtleſſe,obed-Edom was not free 
from ſome weakeneſles; If rhe Lord ſhould haye taken the adyantage of Judgement 
againſt him, whar Iſraelires had nor been diſheartened from attending the Arke ? 
Now David and Iſfacl was not more affrighred with the vengeance upon Yzz«h, 
then encouraged by the bleſſing of 0bed-Edom - The wile God doth ſo order his 
juſt and mercifull proceedings, that the awfulnefle of men may be tempered with 
love. Now the ſweet ſinger of Iſrael revives his holy Muſicke; and addes both more 
ſpirit and more pompe toſo devour a bulinefle + I did not before heare of Trum- 
pets,nor dancing,nor ſhouring, nor ſacrifice, nor the linnen Ephod : The ſenſe of 
Gods paſſed diſpleaſure,doublesour care to pleaſe him, and onr joy in his recovered 
apprebation : wee never make ſo much of our health as after ſickneſſe, nor never | 
are ſo officious to our friend, as after an unkindnefſe. In the firſt ſerting our of the 
Arke, Davids feare was at leaſt an equall march to his joy; therefore after the firſt 
ſixe paces he offered a facrifice,borh to pacifie God,and thanke him: but now when 
they ſaw no ſigne of diſlike.they did more freely ler themſelveslooſe rqa fearelefſe 
joy; and the body ſtrove to expreſſe the holy affection of the ſoule; there was no 
| limme,no partthatdid notprofeſſe their mirth by motion, go noiſe of yoice, or in- 
ſtrument wanted to affiſt their ſpiricuall jolliry;Devid led the way,dancing with all 
| his might in his linnen Ephod:Yzz4h was ſtill in his eye,he durſt nor uſurpe upon a 
| garment of Prieſts,but will borrow their colour tograce the ſoletnnity, rhou WORE | 
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_ [dare not the faſhion. White was ever the colour of joy,& Linnen was light for ufe, | A 
therefore he covers his Princely Robes with white linnen,8& meanes to honor him- 
ſelfe by his conformity to Gods Miniſters. Thoſe that think there is difgrace inthe 
Ephod.arc far from the ſpirit of the man after Gods owne heart: Neither can there 
bea greater argument ofa foule ſoule,then a diſlike of the glorious calling of God: 
Barren M:cal hath roo many ſons that ſcome the holy habit and exerciſes: ſhe looks 
through her window,$ ſeeing theattyre andgeſtures of her devour huſband,deſpi- 

| ſeth him in her heart, neither can ſhe coceale her contempt,bur like Sasls Davghter 
caſts it proudly in his face(0h how glorious was the King of 1ſrael this day;whichwas un. 
covered this day in the eyes of the Maidens of his ſervants, a4 a foole uncovereth himſelfe. 
Worldly hearts can ſee nothing in aCtions of zeale burfolly and madnes: Piery hath 
no relich to their palate bur diſtaſtfull. p 
( Dav1Ds heart did never ſwell ſo much at any reproch, as this of his wife : bis 
Pee was for the time loſt inhisanger;and as a man impatient of noaffront ſo much 
asinthe way of his devotion, he returnes a bitter checke to his Mical, (lt was before 
the Lord, which choſe me rather than thy Father, and all bis houſe, &c.) Had not Mical 
rwitted her Huſband with the ſhame of his zeale,ſhe had not heard of the ſhameful 
rejection of her father;now ſinceſhe wil be forgerting whoſe Wife ſhe was,ſhe ſhal 
be putin minde whoſe Daughterſhe was. Contumehies that are caſt upon us in the 
cauſes of God, may ſafely be repaied : If we be meale-mouthed in the fcornes of Re- 
ligion,we are not patient,but zealelefſe : Here we may not forbeare her,that lyes in | 
our boſome. If Davidhadnot loved Mical dearely, he had never ſtood upon thoſe 
points with Abner, He knew that if Abzercameto him,the kingdome of Iſrael would | ( 
accompany him, and yet heſends him the charge of not ſeeing his face, except he 
brought Mical,Sexls Daughter with him;as if he would not regard the Crown of If 
rael,whiles he wanted that Wife of his :. Yet here hetakes her up roundly, as if ſhe 
had been an enemy,not a partner of his bed. All relations are aloofe off,in compa- 
riſon of that betwixt God and the ſfoule; Hethat loves Father, or Mother, or Wife, 
or Child,better then me (faith our Saviour) is not worthy of me. Even the higheſt 
delighrs ofour hearts muſt be trampled aps, whe they will ſtand our in rivality with 
Gad.Oh happy reſolution of the royall Prophet, and Propheticall King of Iſrael,(I 
[wil be yet more vile then thus,and will be low in mine own fight: he knew this very 
| abaſement Heroicall; and that the onely way to true glory, is, not to be aſhamed of 
our loweſt humiliation unto God : Well might he promiſe himſelte honour from |, 
thoſe,whoſe contempt ſhe had threatned ; The hearts of men are nottheir owne,he 


- that made rhem over-rules them.and inclines them to an honorable conceir of thoſe 
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that honor their Maker; So as holy men have oft times inward reverence,eve where 
they have outward indignities. Davidcame to bleſſe his houſe, Mical brings a cvrſe. 
upo her ſcife:Her ſcornesſhall make her childleſſe to the day of her death ; Barren- 
nefſe was heldin thoſe times none of the leaſt judgmenrs;God doth fo revenge Da- 
vids quarrell upon Mzca/.that her ſudden diſgrace,ſhal be recompenced with perpe- 
tual[:She ſhall not be held worthy to beare a fon, to him whom the unjuſtly contem- 
ned; How juſt 1$1t with God to provide whips for the backs of ſcorners?It 1s no mar- 
vellif choſe that mocke at goodnefſe,be plagued with continuall fruitleſneſſe. 


STO: i : 9 
{ Mephiboſheth and Laba. 


*SJO loone as ever David can but hreathe himſelfe from the publike Cares, 
24 he caſts backe his thoughts ro the deare remembrance of his 1onathas. 
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Be Sauls ſeryantis likely togive him the beſt intelligence of Sas/s ſonnes; | 
S246) The queſtion 1s therefore moved to Ziba; Remaineth there none of 

© the houſe of Sau/?and leſt ſuſpition might cS6ceale the remainders of an | | 
emulous line,in feare of revenge intended,he adds:On whom I may ſhew the mercy 
of God for lenathans ſake?O friendſhip worthy of the Monumets of Erernity ficonly 
to requite him, whoſe Joye was more than the love of women + He doth nor ſay, | 


| 
? OE NON EETAE WG ak: | Is! } 


Liz.XV. Mephiboſheth and Ziba. 


- TDI CECIMIIEE | 


| 


> | Is there any of the houſe of /oxathay, bur,of Sav/; tharfor his friends ſake hee ma y| 
ſhew fayour to the Poſterity of his Perſecutor, onathans loye could not be greater 
then Sauls malice, which alſo ſurvived long in his iſſue; from whom David found a | 
buſieand ſtubborne rivaley for the Crowne of Iſrael : yer as one that gladly buried 
all the hoſtility of Sauls houſe in Jonathans grave, he aſkes, 1s there any man left of 
Sauls houſe, that I may ſhew him mercy for Jonathans ſake ? It is true love, that over-| 
living the perſon of afriend,will be inherited of his feed; bur to love the poſterity 
of an enemy in afriend, it is the miracle of friendſhip - The formall amity of the 
World is confined to a face: or tothe poſlibilicy of recompence, languiſhing in the 
difability,and dying inthe deceaſe of the party affected : Thar love wasever falſe, 
that is not ever conſtant,and the moſt operative, when it cannot be either knowne 
or required. | 
To cut off all unnquiet competition for the Kingdome of Ifrael,the providence of 
God had fo ordered, that there 1s none left of the houſe of Saul (beſides the ſons of 
his Concubines)fave only young and lame Mephiboſberh : ſo young, that he was but 
five yeares of age, when Davidentred upon the government of Iſrael; ſo lame, that 
if his age had fitted, his impotence had made him unfir for the Throne, Mephiboſherh 
was not borne 4 Creeple ; it wasan heedlefſe Nurſe that made him ſo: She hearing 
of the death of Saul and 1onathan,made ſuch haſte to flee,that her young Maſter was 
lamed with the fall : Ywis, there needed no ſuch ſpeed torun away from David; 
whoſe love purſues the hidden ſon of hisbrother /onathas:How often doth our jigno- 
rant miſtaking,cauſe us to run fromour beſt friends,and to catch knocks and maimes 
of them that profeſſe. our protection? 

' CMephiboſheth could not come otherwiſe than fearefully , into the preſence of| 
David,whom he knew ſo long,ſo ſpirefully oppoſed by the houſe of Sau: he could 
not be ignorant, that the faſhion of the World is to build their owne ſecurity upon | 
the blood of the oppoſite faction;neither tothink themſelyes ſafe,whiles any branch 
remaines ſpringing out of that roote of :heir emulation : Seaſonably doth Dawid| 
therfore firſt, expell all choſe unjuſt doubts,ere hee adminiſter his further cordialls; 
(Feare not, for I will ſurely ſhew thee kindneſſe, for Jonathan thy Fatbers ſake, aud will 
reſtore thee all the ficlds of Saul thy Father, and thou ſhalt eas bread at my table conti.. 
tizually, ) | , | 
David can ſce neither Sauls blood,nor lame legs in cMephibeſheth, whiles he ſees 
in him the features of his friend 1onathaz; how much lefle (hall the God of mercies 
regard our infirmities,or the corrupt blood of our (infullProgenitors,whiles he be- 
holds us in the face of his Son, in whom he is well pleaſed. : | 

Favours are wont ſo much more to affe& us, as they are leſſe expected by us; | 

Mephiboſheth as over-joyed with ſo comfortable a word, and confounded in 
himſelfe at the remembrance of the contrary deſervings of his Family, bowes 
himſelfe ro the earth, and fayes (What is thy ſervant, that thou Jhouldft looke upon ſuch 
4 dead Dog as I am?) I finde no defedt of wit (though of limmes) 1n Mephrboſherh, 
he knew himſelfe the Grand-child of the King of Iſrael, the Sonne of /onathas, the 
 lawfull heire of both, yet in regard of his owne impotency, and the treſpaſſe and 

rejection of his houſe, be thus abaſeth himſelfe unto David, Humiliation 15a right 
uſe of Gods affliftion ; What if hee were borne great ? Ifthe ſinne of his Grand. | 
father hath loſt his eſtate, ' and the hand ofhis Nurſe hath deformed and diſabled 
his perſon, hee now fogets what hee was, and cals himſelfe worſe than hee is, A} 
dogee : Yetaliving Dogge is better thana dead Lyon; rhere is dignity and com- | 
fort in life, Mephiboſheth is therefore a dead dogge unto David. Ir is not for us to| 
nouriſh the ſame ſpirits in our adverſe eſtate,that we found in our higheſt proſperi- | 
ty; What uſe have we made. of Gods hand, if wee be not the lower with our fall> 
God intends we fhouldcarrie our croſſe,not make a fire of ir to warme us; It 1s no 
bearing up our ſailes ina rempeſt. Good David cannot dif-efteeme Aephibeſherh 
ever the more for diſparaging himſelfe thee loves and honours this humiliry,in the 

Sonne of lonathan; There is no more certaine way to glory and advancement, than 
alowly dejedion of our ſelves : He that wack himſelfea Dogge , and therefore h E 
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Es ah | 
onely tolye under the table, yea a dead Dogge and therefore fit only for the dirch, | 
| is raiſed up tothe table of a King z his ſeat ſhall be honourable, yea, royall; his fare 
delicious, his attendance noble. How much more will our gracious God lift up our 
heads, unto true honor before men and Angels, if wee can bee ſincerely humbled 
in his fight? if wee miſcall our ſelyesin the meanneſle of our conceitsto him, hee 
gives 15a new name;and ſers us at the table of his glory ; It 15 contrary with GOD 
and men if they reckon of us as wee ſet our ſelves, hee values us according toour 
abaſements.. Like a Prince truly munificent and faithfull, David promilſes and per. | | 
formes at once ; Z-ba, Sauls ſervanc, hath the charge given him, ofthe execution 
of that royall word ; Hee ſhall bee the Bayliffe of this great Husbandary of his 2M aſter 
Mephiboſheth ; The Land of Saul , how ever forfeited, fhall know no other Maſter 
then Sauls Grand-child.As yer, Sauls ſervant had ſped better than his Son : I read of 
twenty ſervants of Ziba, none of Mephiboſheth; Earthly poſſeſſions doe not alwayes B 
admit of equall diviſions; The Wheele is now turned up; Mephiboſheth is a Prince, 
z1b4is his Officer ; I cannot but pitty the condition of this good Son of Jonathan; 
Into ill hands did honeſt ©31ephibeſberh tall, firſt, of a careleſſe Nurſe, then of a tre- 
cherous ſervant ; She maymed his body , he would have overthrowne his eſtate; 
After ſome yeares of eve-ſervice to Mephiboſheth , wicked Z1iba intends to ove 
him a worle fall then his Nurſe. Neverany Court was free from Detra@Qors, from 
| Delarors; who ifthey ſee a man tobe a Creeple, that he cannot goe to ſpeake for 
himſelfe, will be telling Tales of him in the eares of the Great; ſuch an one was this 
prefidious Ziba ; who taking the opportunity of Dav.ds flight from his Sonne 
| Abſolom, followes him with a faire preſent, anda falſe Tale, accuſing his impotent C 
Maſter of a foule and traiterous ingratitude; labouring to tread upon his lame Lord 
to raiſe himſelfe to honour : True-hearted cHMephibeſheth had as good a will as the 
beſt; ifhe could have commanded legs, he had not beene left behind David : now 
170 NBEDITTR that he cannot go with him, he will nor be well without him, and therefore puts | | 
Jr TER | himſelte to a wilfull and fallen penance, for the abſence and danger of hisKing; he 
$1.0 will not ſo muchas put on cleane clothes for the time, as he that could not have 
| any joy in himſe.fe, forthe want of his Lord David : Unconſcionable Miſcreants | | 
3 108 008 | care not how they collogue, whom they {Jander for a private advantage ; Lewd 
{NI} (f Ziba comes with a gift in his hand, and a ſmooth Tale in his mouth ; Oh Sir, you 
WI ht thought you had a /onathanat home, but you will find a Savl; It were pitty but he 
{0 LORIN ER [ſhouldbe ſer ar your Table, that would fit in your Throne; you thought Sawls Land 
{PURn': |would have contented Mephiboſhzth,bur he would have al yours;though he be lame, 
yethe would be climbing : wou'd you have thought that this Creeple could bee 
| plotting for your Kingdome, now that you are gone aſide? 1fbboſheth will never dye 
| while x} $004 lives : How did henow forget his impotence, and raiſed up his 
un in hope ofa day; anddurſt ſay, that now the time was come, wherein the 
rowne ſhould revertto Sawls trace heire.Oh Viper:iFa Serpent bite in ſecret when 
he is not charmed, no better js a Slanderer ; Honeſt Mephiboſheth in good manners 
made a dead dog of himſelte, when David offered him the fayour ofhis board, but 
Ziba would make him a very Dog indeed, an i[lnatur'd Cur, that when David did 
ou kindly feed him at hizo wn table, would not only bite his fingers,but flyg at his 
throat. mt 
But what ſhall wee ſay to this? Neither earrhly Sovetaignty,nor holineſſe can ex- 
| empr men from humane infirmity. Wiſe and good David hath now but one eare; 
| and that miſ-led with credulity :His charity in beleeving Ziba,makes him unchari- 
| table in diſtruſting, in cenſuring Mephiboſherh,The detraGtor hath not onely ſadden 
| | credirgiven him,but Sauls Land, Tonathens Son hath loſt (unheard) that inheritance 
which was given him unſought.Heare-ſay is no ſafe ground of any judgment : Ziba | 
(launders, David beleeves, Mephibeſherh ſuffers. FTE 0 "15: TILT 
Lyes ſhall not alwaies proſper,God will not abide the truth ro be ever oppreſſed; | | 
| At laft 7onathans lame Son ſhall be found as foundin heart, as lame in his body ; He } 
| whoſe ſoule was like hisFather 1onathaxs ſoule, whoſe body: was like to his Grand- 
father Sawls ſoule,meets David(as itis high time)upon his return;beſtirs hisrongue 
| __ | ——t 
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A | rodiſcharge him(elfe of fo foule aflaunder; The more horrible the crime had been, 
| rhe more villanons was the unjuſt ſuggeſtion of ir,8& the more neceſſary was a juſt 
| Apology:Sweetly therefore, and yet'paſſionately doth he labour to greaten Davids 
fayours to him; his owne CR es vitenefſe; ſhewing himſelfe more affeFed 
with his wrong, then with his loffe;welcomming David home wirh a thankfhl! neg- 
[etof himſelfe,as not caring that Zib4 had his ſubſtance, now rhat he had his King. 
David is fatisfied, Mephiboſheth reſtored to favour & lands; here are twokind hearts 
| well met. Davidis full of farisfattionfrom Mephiboſheth ; Mephiboſbethrannes over 
with joy in David + David, like a gracious King, gives Mephibeſherh(as before)Sauls 
Lands to halves wich Zrba; Mephibeſheth, like a King, gives all to Zrbe for joy thar 
God had given him David: All had been well, if Ziba had fared worſe : Pardon me 
p O holy and glorious ſoule of a Prophet, of a King,” afrer Gods owne heart, I muſt | 
needs blame rhee for mercy: A fault rhat rhe beſt & moſt generous natures are moſt 
ſabjectto.Itis pitty that ſo good a thing ſhould doe hnrt ; yer we find that the beſt, 
miſuſedis moſt dangerous : Whoſhould be the patterne of Kings but the King of 
God?Mercy is the goodlieſt Flower in his Crowne,much more in theirs, but with a 
difference;Gods mercy is infinite,theirs limiced: he fayes, 1 will have mercy on whom | 
1 will:they muſt fay, 1wif{ have mercy on whom 1 ſhould. And yet he, for all his infinite 
mercy,hath veſſels of wrath, ſo muſt they, of whom his Juſtice hath ſaid, Thine eye 
ſhall necſparethem : A good manis pittifull to his beaſt, ſhall he therefore make 
much of Toades and Snakes? Oh rhat Ziba ſhould go away with any poſſeſſion, fave 
of ſhame and ſorrow, that he ſhould be coupled with a Mepbibeſbethin a partnerſhip 
of Eſtates. Oh that D avid had changed the wordalittle. 
— Adiviſion wasdue here indeed:bat of Ziba's cares from his head,or his head from 
his ſhoulders, for going abour ſo malicrouſly, ro divide David from the Sonne of 10- 
nathan: An Eyefor an Eye,was Gods Rule; If that had beene true,which Z1ba ſug- 
geſted againſt Mephiboſherh, he had been worthy to loſe his head with his Lands:be- 
ing falſe,ithad been bur reaſon Ziba ſhould have changedheads with Mephiboſheth; 
Had not holy David himfelfe beene fo ſtung with the venemous tongues, that he 
cryes out in the bitterneſſeof his ſoule, What reward hall bee given thee, O thou 
talſe rongac?Even ſharpe artowes with hot burning coales; He that was ſo ſenſible | 
of himſelte in Doegs wrong, doth he feele fo little of Meph:boſheth in Zibaes? Are 
theſe the Arrowes of Davids Quiverzare theſe his hot bnrning coales(Thovand Z1ba 
| divide? He that had faid, their tongue is a ſharpe ſword, now that the ſvord of juſt 
reyengeis in his hand,is this;the blow he gives, Dzvral the poſſeſ7on?T know not whe- 
ther, exceſſe, or wantof mercy may prove moſt dangerous in the Great; the one| 
diſcotrages good intentions with feare; the other may encourage wicked praftices 
aber preſumption; Thoſe rhat are in eminent place muſt learn the mid-way be- 
twixt both;fo pardoning faulcs that rhey may not provoke them;fo puniſhing them, 
that they may not diſhearren vertaous-and well-meant a511ons;they muſt learne to 
ſing that abſolure Ditry(wherof D4%i2 had here forgortren one part) of Mercy and 
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Hamun and 'Davids' eAmbaſſadours. 
£IG2FT jsnot the meaning of Religion, to take men uncivill: Tfthe | 
5 & King'of Ammon were heatheniſh, yer his kindneſſe may be ac- 
DI > knowledged, rhay be rerurnedby the Kingot. Iſrael. I faynot, 
SF? bur tharperhaps David hight mainrainrooſtrait a league with 
ES that forbiddeti Nation; A Iftle friendſhip is enough to an Ido- 
£ SO, later; but even the ſavage Cattibals may, Tecerve an anſwer of 


outward cotirtefie*ffa very dog fawne upon us we ſtroake Him 


on the head,and clap him on the ſide; much lefſe js the commonbandof hamantty 
untyedby Grace: Diſparity in ſpiritual! Profeffionis, 1sno warrant for Ingratitude: 
He therefore whoſe goodnatureproclzimed to ſhew mercy.to any branch 5 me , 
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Houſe. for 1owathans ſake , will now alſo ſhew kindneffe to Haynr, for the fake of 
' Nabalh his father. | Midas 

ah we the ſame Nabafh that offered the cruell condition to the men of Jabeſh 
Gilead, ofthruftingout their right eyes for the admiſſion into his coyenant. Hee 
that was thus bloody in his Deſignes againſt Iſrael, yer was kinde to David, per. 
haps for no cauſe ſo much as Sls oppeition ; Andyet even this favour is held 
worthy both of memory andretribution : Where wee have the Ads of courteſie, 
ic isnot neceſſary wee fhould enter into a ſtrict examination of the grounds of ir, 
whiles the benefit is ours, letthe intention be their owne ; What ever the hearts of 
men are, wee muſt looke attheir hands, and repay,not what they meant,bur whar 
they did. | : ” 

Nahaſh is dead, David ſends Ambaſſadors to condole his lofſe,and to comfort his 
Son Han. No Ammonite buris ſadly affe&ed with the death of a Father, though 
it gaine him a Kingdome : Even Eſas could fay,the dayes of mourning for my Fa- 
ther will comezNo earthly advantage can fill up the gap ofnature: Thoſe children | 
are worſe then Ammonites,that can thinke either gaine,or liberty, worthy tocoun- 
rervaile a parents loſſe. ; 

Carnall men are wont to meaſure anothers foot by their owne Laſt ; their owne 
fallhood makes them unjuſtly ſuſpicious of others. The Princes of Ammon, becauſe 
they arz guilty to their owne hollowneſſe and doubleneſle of heart, are ready foto 
jadze of David and his Meſſengers, (Thinkeſt thou that David doth honor thy Father, 
that he hath ſent comforters unto thee? Hath not David rather ſent his owne ſervants 0 
ilee,to ſearch the City,and to ſpyeit out,to overthrowit ? Itis hard for a wicked heartto 
think well of any other , becanle it can thinke none better than it ſelfe, and knows 
it (elfe eyill:The fre<r a man 1s from vice himſelf, the more charitable he uſes tobe 
unto others. 

Whatſoever David was particularly in his own perſon, it was ground enough of 
prejudice,that he was an Iſraelite;It was an hereditary and deepe ſerled hatred,thar 
the Ammonites had conceived againft their brethrenof Iſrael:neither can they for- 
get that ſhameful and fearetfull foyle, which they received from the reſcuers of 7abeſ 
Gilead;and now (till do they ftomach art the name of Iſrael ; Malice once conceived 


in worldly hearts, is not eaſily extinguiſhed, but upon all occaſions,is ready to break 


"LT RV. 


wo] 


A 


forth intoa flame of revengfull ations. 
Nothing can bee more dangerous, than for young Princes to meet with ill 
Counſel in the entrance of their Government; for both then are they moſt prone 
to take it, and moſt difficultly recovered fromit, if we be ſer out of our way in the 
beginning of our Journey we wander all the day ; How happy is that State, where 
both the Counſellours are faithfull,to give only good advice; and the King wile to 
diſcerne good adyice from ev1ll:the young King of Ammon is cafily drawne to be- 
leeye his Peeres, andto miſtruſt the meſſengers ; and having now jn hisconceit 


turned them into ſpyes, entertaines them with a ſcornefull diſgrace; hee ſhayesoff 


| to rhe derifion of all the beholders. The Iſraelites were forbidden either a ſhaven 


beard ; or a ſhort garment; in deſpight, perhaps, of their Law theſe Embaſſodours 
are ">a away with both,certainly in adeſpight of their Maſter, anda ſcorn of their 
. perions. = SF | 
[King Dav:i415not alittle ſenſible of theabuſe of his Meſſengers, and of himſelfe 
in them ; Firſt,tterefore he deſires to hide their ſhame, then to revenge it. Man 


hath bur a double ornament of body, the one of nature, the other of Art: Thena- 
rurallornamentis the haire,the artificial is apparell; Davids Meſſengers are defor- 
med in both; The one is eaſily ſappliedby anew ſuite, the other can onely be ſup- 
; Plied our of the Ward-robe of time , Tarrie at lericho tiff your beards bee grawne_. 


| their faces,ſo they had ſhayenthe other; what had this beene bur roreſemble their 
| YOPBrT ages or that other ſexe, in neither of which, doe we uſe to place any jmagi- 
nationof unbeſeeming ; neither did rhere want ſome of their neighbour Nations, 

Bb os nol cons "Whoſe 


one halfe of their beards, and cuts off one halfe of their garments; expoſing them 


|; How eaſily had this deformity beene removed,  ifas Hanun had ſhaven pe fy of | 
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 Lis.XV. Hanun and Davids eAmbaſſadours. 


A | whoſefaces age it ſelfe had not wont to cover with this ſhade ofhayre : Bur ſo re- | 
ſpe&ive is good Davrd, and his wiſe Senatours, of their Countrie-formes : that 

chey ſhall by appointment rathertary abroad, till time have wrought their confor- 
| mity,then vary from the received faſhions of their owne people. Alas, into what 
a licentious variety of ſtrange diſguiſes are we falne? The glory of Attire is ſought 
in novelty, in miſhapenneſſe, in monſtronſneſſe : There is muchlatitude, much li- 
berty in theuſe of theſe indifferent things ; but becauſe wee are free, wee may not 
ranne wilde : and neyer thinke wee have ſcope enoagh,unleſſe wee out-runne mo. 

deſtie. 

It is lawfall for publike perſons,to feele their own indignities,and to endeayour 
their revenge. Now Devia ſends all the hoſt of the mighty men to puniſh Ammon, 
for ſo foule an abuſe; Thoſe that received the Meſſengers of his love with ſcorne and 
inſolency, ſhall now be ſeverely ſaluted with the Meſſengers of his wrath. Ir is juſt 
both with God and men, that they,who know not how to take favours arighr,ſhould 
ſmart with judgments.Kindnefle repulſed, breaks forth into indignation,how much 
more when it 5 repayed with an injuriousaffront? 
| Davidcannot but feele his owne cheekes ſhayen, and his owne Coat cut, in his 
Embaſſadours; they did bur cary his perſon to Hanwy ; neither can hee therefore 
bar appropriate to himſelfe the kindneſle,or injurie offered unto them: He that did 
{otake to heart the cutting off but the lap of King Sa»/s Garment, when it was layd 
aſide from him, how muſt he needs be affe&ed with this diſdainfull halving of his 
haireand Robes, in the perſon of his deputies ? The name of Embaſſadours hath 
been ever ſacred, and by the univerſall Law of Nations, hath carried in it ſufficient 
protection, from all publike oy neither hath it beene eyer violated, withour 
a revenge.Oh God, what ſhall we ſay to thoſe notorious contemprs which are dayly 
caſt upon thy ſpirituall Mefſengers?Is it poſſible thou ſhouldlt not feele them, thou 
 ſhouldſt nor avenge them? Weare made a gazing ſtock tothe world, ro Angels and 
' ro men,we are deſpiſed and trodden downe in the duſt; who hath beleeyed our re- 
| port,and to whom is the Arme of the Lord revealed? 

How obſtinate are wicked men in their perverſe reſolutions. Theſe fooliſh Ammo- 
nites had rather hire Syriansto maintaine a War againſt Iſrael.in ſo foule a quarrel, 
beſides the hazardof their owne lives,than confeſle the errour of their jealous mi(- 
conſtruCtion. . 

It is one of the mad principles of wickednes,that it is 2 weakenefle torelent, and 
rather roDyethen yeeld;Even ill cauſes once undertaken,muſt be upheldalthough 
with blood;whereas the gracious heart finding his owne miſtaking, doth not onely 
remitof an ungrounded diſpleaſure, bur ſtudies to be revenged of it ſelte, and to 
give ſatisfactionto the offended. 

The mercenarie Syrians are drawn to venture their lives for a fee, twenty thou 
ſand of them are hyred into the field againſt Ifrae};Fond Pagans that know not the 
value of a man: their blood coit them nothing, & they care not to ſell ir good cheap; 
How can we think thoſe men have Soules, that eſteeme a lirtle white earth above 
themſelves 2 That never inquire into the Juſtice of the quarrel], but the rate of the 
pay: that can rifle for drams of ſilver, in the bowels of their owne fleſb, and either 
p | Kill or die for a dayes wages. 

Ioab the wiſe General of Iſrael ſoone findes,where the ftrength of the battle lay, 
& ſomarſhals his troups, thar the choyce of his men ſhould encounter the vantgetd 
of the Syrians. His brother Abiſha; leads thereſt againſt the children of Ammon; 
with this covenantof muruall aſſiſtance, (1f theSyrians be 100 ſtrong for me, then thog 
ſhalt helpe me: but if the children of Ammon be too ſtrong for thee, then will I come and helpe 
thee;) It is an happy thing, when the Captaines of Gods people joyne rogether as 
brethren,and lend their hand to the ayde ofeach other againſt the common adyer- 
farie. Concord indefence, or affault, is the way to victory; as contrarily the divt- 
fion of the Leaders 1s the overthrow of the Armie. | 

Set aſide ſome particular aftions,704b was a worthy Capraine,both for wiſdome 


| and yalour. Who could either exhort or reſolve better then he, (Be of good args 
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| ly?Lert prophane eyes behold thee contentedly,asa paterne, as an excuſe of finning; 
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C ontemplations. 


and let - play the men, for our people, and for the Cities of our God; and the Lord dee that 


which ſeemeth him good?) Its not either private glory or profit that whers his for- 


ricude,bnt thereſpeCt ro the cauſe of God and his people; that Souldier can neyer 
anſwer it toGod, that ſtrikes not more as a Juſticer, than as an enemy, Neither 
doth he content himſeife with his owne courage, but hee animates others. The 
congue of a Commander fights more than his hand; it 1s enough for private men to 
exerciſe whar life and limmes they haveza good Leader mult out of his own abun. 
dance, put life and ſpirits into all others; If a Lyon leade ſheepe into the field, there 
is hope of victory : Laſtly, when he hath done his beſt, he reſolves to depend upon 
God for the iſſue:not truſting to his ſword,or his bow,bur to the providence of the 
Almighty for ſucceſſe; as a man religiouſly awfull, and awtully confident, while 
there ſhould be nowant in their owne endeavours - heknew well that the race was 
not to the ſift, nor the battle ro the ſtrong, therefore he lookes up above the hils 
whence commeth his ſalvation. All yalour is cowardiſe tothat which is builr upon 


Religion. 


| David thus tempted,thus foyled in the dayes of his bufie Warres?Now onely doe I 


I maryell not to ſee 7oab victorious, while he is thus godly ; The Syrians flee 
before him like flockesof ſheep, the Ammonites follow them ; The two ſonnes 
of Zernuiah have nothing to doe but to purſue and execute ; The throates of the 
Ammonitesare cut,for cutting the Beards and Coares of the Ifraelitiſh meſſengers; 
Neither doth this revenge end in the field; Rabba the royall City of 1mm is 
ſtrongly beleagured by Toab ; The City of waters (after wel-neere a yeares ſiege) 
yeeldeth : the reſt can no longer hold ; Now, 1#ab, as one that defireth more 
to approve himſelfe, a loyall and a carefull fubje&,than a happy Generall, ſends to 
his Maſter Davidthar heeſhould come perſonally, and encampe againſt the City, 
table fidelity of a dutifull Servant, thar prefers his Lord to himſelfe, and is fo farre 
from ſtealing honour from his Maſters deſerts,that he willingly remits ofhis owne, 


| to adde unto his, The Warre was not his;he was onely imployed by his Soveraigne; 


The ſame perſon that was wronged in the Ambaſſadors, revengethby his Souldi- 
ers; The praiſe of the a&t ſhall (like Fountamne-water) returne to the Sea, whence it 
originally came; To ſeeke amansowne glory is notglory. Alas, how many are there, 
who being ſent to ſue for God, wooe for theſelyes. Oh God, ir is a fearefull thing to 
robbe thee of that which is deareſt to thee,Glory, which as thou wilt not give toan 
Creature, ſo much lefſe wilt thou endure that any Creature ſhould filtch it from 
thee, andgive it to him(elte : Have thou the honour of all our ations, who giveſt 
a beingro our ations and us, and in both haſt moſt juſtly regarded thine owne 
praylſe. 


© <-c———_ 


David with Bathſheba and Uniah. 


dh what unwillingnefſe , with what feare, do I ſtill looke upon the 
 miſcariage ofthe man after Gods owne heart ? ' O holy Propher,who 
can promiſe himſelfe alwayes to ſtand , when he ſees thee falne, and 
maymed with the fall? Who can afſure himſelfe of an immuniry from 
the fouleſt ſinnes,when he ſees thee offending ſo haynouſly,ſobloodi- 


I ſhall neyer looke upon thee bur through teares, as a wofull ſpeQacle of humane 
infirmitie. 


Whiles 1046 and all Iſrael were bufiein the Warre againſt Ammoy, inthe ſiege of 
Rabbath;Saran finds time to lay ſiege to the ſecure heart of David.Whoever found 


(ce the King of Iſrael, rifing fr his bedin the evening, The time was, when heroſe 
up 1n the morning to his early devotion;when he brake his nightly reſt with publik 


Lis.XV, 


Rn: 


and take it; Left {faith he) 1take it,and it be calted after my name. Oh noble and imi- | 


cares,with the buſineſſe of the State:all that while he was innocenr,he was holy;but 


—t—_— ——_ — ————— 
_ ——_———" —— _— 


nn now ' 


_——_— 
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Even Davids eyes have no ſooner the ſleepe rubbed out of them, then they rove 
to wanton proſpeas; He walks upon his roofe, andſees Bathſheba waſhing her ſelfe; 
inquires after her,ſends for her,ſollicits her co uncleanneſſe. The ſame ſpirit that ſhut 

his eyes in an unſcaſonable {leep, opens them upon an intifing obje&t; whiles ſin 
hath ſuch a Sollicicer,it cannot want either meanes,or opportunity: I cannot thinke 
Bathſhebe could be ſo immodeſt, as to waſh her ſelfe openly, eſpecially from her 
natural] uncleanneffſe;Luſt is quick-ſighred; David hath eſpied her, where ſhe could 
| eſpie no beholder:His eyes recoyle upon his heart, andhave ſmitten him with ſin- 
full defire. | 

There can be no ſafety to that Soule,where the ſenſes are let looſe. He can never 
keep his covenant with God,that makes not a covenant with his eyes : Ir is an idle 
preſumption tothinke the outward man may be free,whiles the inward is ſafe: He 
is more than a man , whoſe heart is not led by his eyes; he is no regenerate man, 
whoſe eyes are not reſtrained by his heart. OY 
_ - Oh Bathſheba, how wert thou waſhed from thineuncleanneſſe, when thou yeel- 
dedſt ro goe into an adulterous bed ? never wert thou fo foule,as now when thou 
wert new waſhed; The worſt of Nature iscleanlinefle,to the beſt of fin : thou hadſt 
been cleane if thou hadſt not waſhed, yet for thee, I know how to plead infirmity 
of ſexe,and the importunity of a King ; But what ſhall I fay for thee, O thou royal 
Prophet.and Prophcticall King of Iſrael; where ſhall I indought to extenuare that 
crime, for which God hiniſelte hath noted thee > Did not thine holy: Profeſſion 
reach thee to abhorre ſuch a ſinne more than death? Was not thy Juſtice wont to | 
puniſh this ſinne with no leſſe than death ? Did not thy very calling call thee to-a 
protection and preſervation of Juſtice,of Chaſtity 1n thy ſubjects? Didſt thou want 
ſtore of Wives of thine owne > Wertthou reſtrayned from taking more ? Was 
there no beaury in Iſrael, but in a Subje&ts Marriage-bed ? Wert thou over-come - 
by the vehement ſolicications ofan Adulterefle? Wert thou hot the Tempter, the. 
Proſecutor of this uncleannefſe? I ſhould accuſe thee deeply, if thou haditnor ac- 
cuſed thy ſelfe, Nothing wanted to greaten thy ſinne, or our wondet,and feare. O 
| God;whither do we goe if thou ſtay us not?Whoeyer amongſt the millions of thy 
| Servants could find himſelfe furniſhed with ſtronger preſervatives againſt finne? 
| Againſt whom could fucha ſinnefindleffe prerence of prevailing? Ohkeepe thou 
usthatpreſumprtuous ſinnes preyayle not over us ; So onely (hallwe be free fram | 
great offences... | tc bo tre2 bolt 30G: ith 
- The ſuits of Kings are Imperative; Ambition did now prove a Bawd to Luſt. 
Bathſheba yeeideth to-offend God,to diſhonour her Huſband, toclog and.woundher 
owne Soile, ro:abuſe herbody : Diſhoneſty grows bold, when it is countenanced | 
with greatnefſe.Eminent perſons had need be carefull of their demaunds;they finne | 
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| aurhorit ,thas are ſollicited b the mighty. bb? : $IILG i | 
| ad Zaibſbebs beene mindtull of her Matrimonial fidelity, perhaps, Davidhad | 
| beene foone checked inhisinordinate defire; her facility furthers. the fine. . The! 
| firſt motioner-afcvill is: moſt faulty; birws in quarrels;' ſo in offences; |-the ſecond | 
blow (which is the conſent) makes the fray. Good Toſeph was moyed to folly by | 
| his'grear ad beautifull Miſtris,this fare fell upon wet Tinder, and cherefore ſoone 
1\\ went our. 62% EN <5W blue, 91 y Falyg1THin * 3 
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Sin is not acted alone;if bur one party be wiſe, both eſcape. It is no excuſe to fay 
L was tempted, though by the great, though by the holy and learned, Almoſt all 
ſinners are miſſe-led by that transformed Angell of light; The attion is that we muſt | 
regard,not the perſon; Let the mover be never ſo glorious,if he ſtirre us ro evill, he 
muſt be entertained with defiance. , in, Sep 
- The GO D thatknows how to raiſe good out of evill, bleſſes an adiilterous co. 

alation with that encreaſe, which he denyes ro the chaſte imbracements of honeſt 
Wedlocke : Bathſhebs hath conceived by David; and now at once conceives a ſor- 
row and care how to ſmather the ſhame of her Conception ; He thar didthe Fa, 
muft hide 1t. | 

Oh David,where is thy Repentance ? Where is thy rendernefſe and cotnpun- 
Rion of heart ? Where are thoſe holy Meditations, which had weont to take up 
thy Soule > Alas, inſtead of clearing thy ſinne, thou laboureſt to cloke it ; and 
ſpendeſt thoſe thoughts in the concealing of thy wickednefſe, which thou ſhoul- 
deſt rather have beſtowed in preventing it - The beſt of Gods Children may not 
only be drenched inthe waves of fin,bur lye in them for the time,and perhaps ſinke 
twice to the bottome; Whar hypoctite could have done worſe , then ſtudy how to 
cover the face of his fin from the eyes of men, whiles be regarded not the ſting of 
{in in his Soule? nl | TO 
As there are ſome acts, wherein the Hypocrite is a Saint,{o there are ſome, where- 
inthe greateſt Saint upon Earth rhay be an Hypocrite;S a#/ did thus go about roco- 
lour his ſin,and is curſed; The veſſels ok Mercy and W\ rath, are not eyer diſtingui- | 
ſhab!le by rheir a&1ons. He makes the difference that will have mercy on whom he 
will, and whom he will, he hardeneth. . | 

Iris rareand hard to commit a ſingle finne ; David hath abuſed the Wife of Y- 

riah, now he would abuſe his perſon in cauſing him to father d falſe ſeed : That 
worthy Hittite is ſent for from the Wars; and now after ſome cunning, and farte 
fetchr Queſtions, 15 diſmifled to his houſe, nor withoura preſent of favour ; Da- 
vidconld not but 1magine , that the beauty of his Bathſheba, nauſt needs bee at- 
traftive enoughto an Huſband, whom long abſence in Warres, had with-held 
all that while from ſo pleafinga Bed ; neither could hee thinke , that fince that 
face, andthole breſts had power to allure himſelfe toan unlawfall luſt, ic could 
vero og FYriah ſhould not be invited by them,to an allowed and warrantable 

mtion. 
..: That Davids heartmight now the rather ſtrike him, in comparing. the chaſte 
| reſolutions of his Servant, 'with his owne light incontinence; good Yriah({leepes at 

the doore of the Kings Palace, making choyce of a ftonie Pillow, under the Ca- 
| noÞie of Heaven, tather than rhe delicate Bed of her, whom he chought as honeſt, 
| ashe knew faire. The Arke (faith he) and 1ſrael,and Indah,dweltin Tents,and my Lord 

Ioab;and the Serwants of my Lord,abide in the open Fields: ſhall I then go into my houſe f0 
a”; ne; and lye with'nty Wife? by thy life, and by the life of thyſoule, 1 will nas doe 
Np, i+,-/ 2 100 RT | '! bnit Lg | 
Who can bur be aſtoniſhed at this chanige, to ſee a Souldier auſtere;and a Prophet 
wanton ?. And how doth that Souldicrs auſterity, ſhametthe Prophers wantonneſfſe? 
Oh zealous and mortified Soule,worthy of a mere faithfull Wife,of amore juſt Ma- 
ſter, how'didft thou over. looke all baſe ſenſualiry, and hatedftro be happy alone? 
Warre and Luſt had wonttobe reputed friends; thy breſt is normore full of eous 


| ragethenchaſticy, and is {o far from wandring after forbidden pleaſures, that it re» 
taſethlawfull.:.. You eonts by > 9-H, = 
—— ; y | | hh | {4.31 WV 


| There  atime to laugh and a time to wourne_; a time enbraces.;. anda times 
tn:tbee farre. from embracing; 'even the beſt ations are: hot alwaies\ ſeaſinable, 
fill offendnoleſſe, chan hee char, ſon@rirics rakes liberry to doe-whar hee may 
YE (+ 131. » TON CE Vos » KO) IS i ny 14/6 OW ho pn: ſ 
ja "any thin, the Arke of GO Dis fitteſtzo leade otir tirnes:! acei 
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mich lefſe the indifferent +:/ Hee rhar ever rakes libertie' ro do wharthee may, 
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[1s eyther diſtreſſed, orproſpereth, ſhould wee frame our mirth or mourning.;:iÞ@ 
muy dwe\ 
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"How ſhall we ſingaSongof the Lord ina ſr ange Eand;IfI forger thee,O Jeraſa- 
lemylet my right hand forget her cunning lt i dongt. remember thee, let my tongue | 
EQ, 12 


cleave to the roofe of my mouth; y preterrenor Hieruſalem to my _chigfe 
JOY + | Fs, FLOW 0, Ree | 
| Asevery manisa limme ofthe Communitie, ſo muſt he hes affe@cd with the 
eſtate ofthe univerſallbadie,whether healchfull,or a Le fee wo Fo 
| gravate Devids (inne,that whiles the Arke and Hrasl was in hazard and diſtrefie, he 
could find time to loole thereinesto wanton defires,and ations, than it magnifies | 
the religious zeale of 7ri4b,that he abandons corpfarr, till he ſee the Arke frael | 
victorious. | | nt Jon and 
Common dangers, or ca:amities muſt (like the rapt motian) carrie our hearts 
contrarie to the wayes of our private occaſions. Hee that cannot hee movedwith | 
words, ſhall bee tried with Wine : 7riah had equally proteſted againſt feaſting at | 
home,and ſociety with his Wife; To the one, the authority of T7 > forcethhim | 
abroad, in hope that the excefſe thereof ſhall farce bim to the arher - It is like, that 
holy Capraine intended onely tq yeeld ſo much obedience , as might, confiſt with 
hiscourſeof auſterity. Burt Wine is a mocker, whey it goes plauſibly. in, no man | 
can imagine how 1t will rage and tyrannize, hee that receives that, Traytor within 
his gates, ſhall too lare cowplaine of ſurprizall. Like unto thatall ſpirir, it inſigu- | 
ates ſweetly,but in the end it bites like a Serpent,and hurts like a Cockatrice. Eyen 
goad 7riah is made drunk; the holyeſt ſoule may be overtakes; it ishard gaineſay- 
ing, where a King beginnesan health toa ſubject; Where, oh, where,will this wic- 
kednefſe end ? David will now procurethe ſinne of another. to hide his owne; Vri- 
abs drunkennefſe is more Davids offence, than his. Te is weakely yeelded to of the 
one,which was wilfully intendedof the other. The one was as the Sinner,the other 
as the Tempter. 
*;Hadnort David knowne,that Wine was an inducement to Luſt, hee had ſpared 
> nyc IN Cups. Experience had gt himgthatthe eye debauched: with 
| Wine, will lookeupon ſtrange women: The card may be any thing,fave good, | 
Yet this the ayme failed; Grace is ſtronger than Wine - : Whites that with- | 
bolds,--in vaine tball the fury of the Grape attempt tacarry /7:4h to his owne Bed, 
Sober David isnew-worſe than drunken rich, Had not the. King of Ifrael beene | 
more intoxicate with ſfinne, than Friah withdrinke, heehad nort:in'a ſober intem- | 
+ » ppg up into that Bed , which the drunken temperance of Yri4h re- 
If D«vid bad beene but himſclfe,how had he loved,how had he honoured this ho- ! 
neſt and religious zeale, in hisſo faithfullServant; whomnow hee cruelly ſeekes to | 
reward with death? That fact which Wine cannot hide, the Sward ſhall; 7r;9h ſhall 
beare his owne Mrit:us unto loab:; Pat ye Yridh inthe fore-from of the ftrength of the 
| Battelt,and recule backe from bim thas he may be-{mitten, and dye. What is becomne of 
thee, Orhou good {piric, that had{t, wont tro gujde thy choſen Servant in his former 
wayes?Is not this the man, whom we {SO 2 ſo heart-ſmittepfor but cutting off 
thelap of the Garment of a kj laſter,thatis.now thus laviſh of the blood of a 
graciousand wel: deſerving Servant? Couldir bee likely, that ſOworthy a Capraine | 
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conld fall alone ?. Could Davidhgve expiatedrhis finne withhis owne blood, it had 
becne bur well ſpents bur rocaver his finne with the innocent blood of arhers, was 
efinicabevealtoniiment:--1-in on rrnada nr fig moor. w5s 

- Ohthe deepedeceirfulneſſe af finne! If the Devill ſhould haye comne to, David 
inthe moſt lovely forme of Baqbſheb4 ber, Ty rhe firſt ſhould have direQly & 
in plaine termes,ſolicited him:tq murder hi eſt Servant; I doubt not burhe would 
have ſpat ſcorne inthar face, on, which he ſhould, grherwiſe haye doted; now, by 
many cunning windings, Satay-riſes up to thax.tentation, and prevailes : that ſhall 
be done for a colour of guiltinefle, eoFthe ſoule would have hared to be, im- 
mediately guikey ::BventhoGs harfinde 4jn() oecor jnlcaping Gaverle Fromore- 
erty. 8 | re EE EIREL 
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'knowes not where hee ſhall ſtay , that hath willingly ſlipr into a knowne wicked. 
S ri wine RN a TD 5" ::2-worl | 
a7" many dorh an eminent offender draw with bim into evill? Ir could nothe, 
' bizr thatdivers of the Arrendants both of David and Barhſheba miuſt be conſtiens to 
' that adulcery : Great mens fins are ſeldome ſecret; And now 19ab muſt be fetchy in, 
as acceffary to the murder-: How muſt this example needs harden '104b againſt the 
conſcience of CAHbrers blaod ? whiles he cannot þut thinke, David cannot: avenge | 
that inrme, which he afteth himlelte. ood Fed RI, 544 
*- Honour is pretended ro poore/r7ah, death is meant. This'man was one of the 
' Worthics of David;their courage ſought glory in the difficulteſt exploits. That re- 
putation had never beene purchaſed without attempts of equall danger; Had not 


' ſfronp,he had come off with Viftoryz Now he was not the firſt or laft that periſhed 


| Maſters intention,npon the dowrie of the Philiftirns fore-ſkins!I feare to aſke.Who 


the Leader and Followers of 7riah been more treacherous, than his Enemies were, 
by his friends. David hath forgotren, that himlelfe wasinlike fort berrayed in his 


evernored fo fonle a plot in Davids rejected Predeceſſor;Yriah muſt be the Mefſen- 
ger of his owne death, 79ab mult be a Traytor to his frtend,- the hoſtof God muſt 
ſhamefblly turne their backesnpori the Ammonires; all thar Itracliriſh blood muſt 
be ſhed,chat murder muſt be ſeconded with difſimularion,and all this to hide one a- 
dalrery. O God,thou hadlſt never ſuffered ſo deare a Fayourite of thine to fall o 
fearefally if thou badſt not meant to make him an uniyerſall example ro Mankinde 
of not preſuming;of not deſpairing:How can we preſume of not finning,or deſpaice 
for ſinning, when we finde fo great a Saint chus fallen, thus riſen. - FOLD 


Katia and David; | 


FIR — t arbſbeba mourned for the death of that Huſband, whom ſhe tad| 
7A SVN beendrawne to dithonour - How could ſhe beſtow teares enough. 
{) | upon that Funerall, whereof her finne was the cauſe? If ſhe had bur 

| ſ £ D 


t a ſaſpition ofthe plor of his death, rhe Fountaines ofher eyescould 
C WT | | was more worthy of ſorrow, than her loſſe. If this griefe had beene 
right placed,che hope of hidingher ſhame and the ambition to be a Queen had nor 
{> ſoone mitigatedir;neither had ſhe upon any termes been drawn into the Bed of 


her huſbands murtherer.Every, gleameof earthly comfort can dry up the reares of 
worldly ſorrow.Bathfheba hath ſoone loſt her oriefe at the Court; The remembrance 


— CJ. 
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not yeeld water Foagh co wafh off her Huſbands blood; Her finne 


joyes his ill-purchaſed love,and is'content to exchange the conſcience of his finne, 
for the ſenſe of his pleaſure. But the juſt and holy God will not pur it up ſo : hethat 
hates ſinne ſo ninch themore;as the offender is more deare to. him, will tet David 
feele the bruiſe of his fall. If Gods beſt children'have_beene ſometimes ſuffered co 
Neep inr'a finne, at;laſt he hath awakened thetpin a fright. 
' . David wasa Prophet of God and yet he hath tior'only ſtept irito thoſe foule ſins, 
bit ſojournes withtheti; If any, profeſſion of ſtate"6F life conld have priviledged 


ofanHuſband is buriedin the joylitie and ſtate ofa Princeſſe. David ſecurely en-| 


Prophet is ſent tot 


Sith bd SR carihs 5 yiiſh: [$1305 
alige they ireofeey raughic © 


; 833 $& TO THO 514 4108 m' 0; Hs 92 TG a. my: 
|....- Who cat preſcribe ajuſt period to the beſt mansrepentance >: About t 


other mans caſe, none. could have beene more quick-ſrghted thanthe Princely Pro 
phet; in his owne he sſo blinde; that God is Faine to lend him others eyes. Even 
| thePhyſirian himſ{etfe when hee j5 ficke; ſends forthe'counſetl'of thoſe whom hus 
healthdid murually,ayd with ady cs.'Eet no than think himſelfe too good rolearn: 
Teachers themſelyes may be taught thar in their owne particular, which ina gene- 
75, It is noronsly ignorance that is' to be remo- 
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from finechy Angels had nor finnedin Heayen, tior man inParadiſe. Narhas the! 
6 Prophet David,for reproofefor convition; Had it been any 
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high Tower, yer may bec perſwaded to deſcend by ſtayres* tothe bortome. Hee | 
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A |nerhs are paſſed ſince Davids finne-in all which time finde nonewes of any ſeri- 

[ous compunion;It couldnot be,bur fome glances of remorſe muſt needs have paſ- 
ſed through his Soule long ere this; but a due and ſolemne contrition wasnotheard 
of,till Nathans meſſage;and perhaps had been further adjourned,if that Monitor had 
been longer deferred; Alas,what long and dead ſleepes may the holyeſt Soule take | 
in fearefull ſinnes : Were itnot for thy mercy,O God,the beſt of us ſhould end our 
ſpirituall Lethargy in ſleepe of death. 

It might have pleaſed God as eaſily to have ſent Nathan to checke David in his 
firſt purpoſe of (inning; So had his eyesbeenereſtraitied, Bathſh:be honeſt, Prieh a- 
hye 7 (anda, the wiſdome of the Almighty knew how to winne more glo- 
ry by the permiſſion of fo foule an evill,than by the prevention; yea, he knew how 
B | by the permiflion ofone finne,to prevent millions, how many rhoufand had finned 
ina vaine preſumprion on their own ſtrength,if David had not thus offexded;how | 
| | many thouſand had deſpaired in the conſcience of their owne weakn:fles, if theſe 

horrible finnes had not received forgiveneſſe ? Ic is happy for all times, that we have 
ſo holy a Sinner, fo ſinfull a petiitent. It matters not how bitter the Pill is, but how 
well wrapped;ſo cunningly hath Nathen conveyed this doſe, thar it begins to worke | 
erc it be taſted:there 13 no one thing wherein is more uſe of wiſdome,than the due | 
contriving of reprehenſion, which 1n a diſcreet delivery helps the diſeaſe; in an un- 
wiſe deſtroyes Nature, 

Had not Nathas beene uſed to the poſſeſſion of Davids eare, this complaint had 
beene ſuſpected. Ir well beſeemes a King totake information by a Propher. Whiles 
C | wiſe Nathan was queruloufly diſcoarfing of the cruellrich man, that had forceably 
taken away the only Lamb of his poore Neighbour,how willingly dothDavid liſten 
to the Storie, and how ſharply (even above Law) doth he cenſure the fat? (As the 
Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing ſhalt ſurely die.) Full little didhee thinke 
that he had pronounced ſentence againſt himſelfe; It had not beene ſoheavie if hee 
had knowne on whom it ſhould haye light; Wee have open eares and quick rongues 
to the vices of others ; How ſevere Juſtieers wee can be to our very owne crimes in | 
others perſons? How flattering Parafites ro anothers crime in our ſelyes? Thelife of 
doftrineis in application;Nathaz might have bin long enough in his narration, in hjs 
inveaive.cre David would have bin touched with hisowne guilcinefſe:bur now that 
the Prophet brings the Word home to his boſome,he cannot bur be affteted. Wee| 
7 may take pleaſure, to heare men ſpeake in the Clouds, we never take profit till wee | 
find a proprictic in the exhorration,or reproof; There was not more cunning inthe 
Parable than courage in the application(T bos art the man.)If Daviabea King,he may 
not looke,not to heare of his faults;Gods meſſages may beno other thenunparriall. 
It is atreacherous flatterie in divine errands to regard greatnefle : If Prophers muſt 
be mannerly in the forme, yer inthe matter of reproofe,reſolute: The words are not 
their owne; They are but the Heralds of the King of Heaven, Th ſaith the Lord God 
of I[rael. : 

4 ea thunder-ſtricken doe we thiuk David did now ſtand ? How did the change 
of his colour bewray the confuſion in his Soule, whiles his conſcience ſaid the ſame | 
within,which the Prophet ſounded in his eare?And now leſt ought ſhould be wan- 
E |ting to his humiliatis,all Gods former favours ſhall be laid before his eyes,by way of 
exprobration:He is worthy tobe nupbrayded with mercies,that hath abuſed mercies 
unto wantonneſſe; whiles we doe well,God givesand ſayes noching; when wee doe 
ill, hee layes his benefits inour diſh and caſts them inour teech, that our ſhame may | 
be ſo much the more,by how much our obligations have beene greater. The bleſ- 
ſings of God in our unworthy cariage prove bur the ageravarions of fin, andadditi- 
ons to judgement. F : 

'| TI ſee all Gods Children falling inco ſinne, ſome of them lying in finne ; none of 
themmaintayning their ſinne; David canner have the heart,or the face tofſtand out 
againſt the mefſage of God, bur now as a man confounded, and condenined in | 
himſelfe, hee cryesour in the bitternefſe of a wounded Soule, (1 have ſinned againff 
the Lord.) It was a ſhort word, but EWA ; andſach ascame from the nog | 
| aaaa2 O 
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\ piece of our amends to God for ſinning,is the acknowledgement of ſinne; Hee can 


| | The ſtrict Law was Eye for Eye, Tooth for Tooth, He that ſmiteth with the Sword, 
| ſhall periſh with che Sword : Yer as if a penitent confeſſion had d{penſed with the 


more largely,lefſe effeQually; God cares not for phraſes, but for afte&tions. The firſt 


doelitrlethat ina juſt offence cannot accuſe himſelfe. If wee cannot bee fo good a; 
we would,itis reaſon we ſhould doe Godſo much right,as to ſay, how evill wee are. 
And why was not this done ſooner?It is ſtrange toſce how eafily fin gers into the 
heart,how hardly ic gets out of the mouthz[s it becauſe ſinne, like unto Satan, where 
it hath got poſſeſſion is defirous to hold it;and knowes that it is fully ejected by a 
freeconfeſſion ? or,becaule in a guiltinefſeof deformiry,it hides ic ſelfe in the bref 
where it is once entertained,and hates the light > or, becauſe the rongue is ſo fee'g 
with ſelfe-love,that it is loath to be drawne unto any verdict againſt the heart or 
hands?or,js it out of an idle miſprifion of ſhame, which whules it ſhouldbe placedin 


(ontemplations.. OT: Fry XV." 


We - of acontrite heart; The greateſt oriefes are not molt yerball : Sal confeſſed his fin A 


offending,is miſplaced in diſcloſing of our offence ? 

However.ſure I am,that God hathneed even of rackes to draw out confeſſions. 
and ſcarce in death it ſelfe, are we wrought to a diſcovery of our errors. ; 

There is no one thing, wherein our folly ſhewes it ſelfe more than in theſe hurt- 
full concealements: Contrary to the proceedingsof humane Juſtice,it is with God, | 
Confeſſe and live; ro ſooner can David ſay, I have ſinned, than Narhan inferres; The 
Lerd alſo hath p«t away thy ſinne. He that hides his fins ſhal[not proſper, but he that: 
confeſieth and forſaketh them, ſhall finde mercy. Who would not accuſe himlſelfe 
to be acquitted of God? O God, who would'not rell his wickednefle to. thee, thar 
knoweſt itbetter than his owne heart, that his heart may bee eaſed of that wicked- 
neſſe, which being nor rold, killeth ?. Since wee have ſinned, why ſhould wee bee | 
niggardly of that ation, wherein wee may at once give glory to thee,and reliefe to] 
our ſoules ? 

David had ſworne ina zeale of Juſtice,thatthe rich Oppreſlor, for but raking his: 
poore Neighbours Lambe,ſhould dye the death - God, by Nathan 15 more favoura-! 
ble to Dawvid,than to take him at his word: Thou ſhalt not dye: O tne marvellous pows- 
er of repentance: Beſides adultery, Davida had ſhed the blood of innocent Priab : 


rigour of Juſtice, now God ſayes Thos ſhalt rot dye. David was the voice of the Law, 
zyarding death unto ſinne: Nathan was the voice of the Goſpell, awarding life unto 
te repentance for ſinne. Whatſoeyer rhe ſore be, neverany ſoule applyed this re. | 
medie,and dyed ; never any ſoule eſcaped death, that applyed it nor. | 

Dav:d himſelfe ſhall nordye for this fa&:but his miſ-begorten childe ſÞall die for| 
him; He tht ſaid, T he Lord hath put away thy ſinne,yert ſaidallo, T he Sword jhall norde.) 


| part from thine heuſe, 


The ſame mouth, with one breath, pronounces the ſentence both of abſolution, 
and death; Abfolution to the Perſon,Deathro the Ifſne.Pardon may well ſtand with 
temporal alllictions. Where God hath forgiven,though he doth notpunith, yethe 
may chaſtiſe, and that unto blood; neither doth hee alwayes forbeare correction, 
where he remirs revenge. So long as he ſmites us not as an angry Judge,we may en- 
dure to ſmart from him, as a loving Father. 

Yereven this Rodd.d David deprecate with teares : How faine wonld he (bake 
off ſo calie aloade ? The Childis {tricken; the Father faſts and prayes, and weepcs, 
and lyesallnight apon the earth, and abhorres the noiſe of comfort: That Childe, 
which was the fra'tand monument of his odious adultery, whom hee could never 


have looked upon, without recognition of his finne :, in whoſe face hee could not : 


but have ſtill read the recordsof his owne ſhame, is thus- mourned for, thus ſued for; 
Ir is eaſie to obſerve that goo@ man over-paſlionately affetted ro his Chileren. 
Who wouldnot have thought, that David mighthave held himſelfe well appayd, 
thar his ſoule eſcaped an eternall death, his bodie a violent, though God ſhould 
puniſh his ſinne, in that Childe,in whom he ſinned - yet even againſt this crolſe hee 


bends his Prayers,as if nothing had beene forgiven him . There is, no Childe that| 


wouldbe {ourged if he might eſcape for crying: No affliion is for the =_ 0-, 
ther | 
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Lis. XV. Amanon and Tamar, | nog 


A | ther chan grievous; neither is therefore yeelded unto,wirhout ſome kinde of rele | Ou 
ation. Farre yer was it from the heart of David, romake any oppoſition to the: 
will of God; he ſucd, he ſtruggled not; There is no impatience in jnrreaties; Hee 
well knew,that the threats of remporall evils, ran ceramonly-with a ſecret conditi- 
en,and therefore might perhaps be avoidedby humble importunity: ifany meanes 
under Heaven can avert judgements, it isour Prayers. , ;. (4 
God could not chuſe but like wellthe boldneſſe of Davids faich,whoafter the ap- | 
prehenſion of ſo heavy adiſpleaſure,is ſofar from doubring, of 'the forgiveneſle of 


his fin,;that he dares become a Sutor unto God for his ſick childe.Sin-doth nor make 
us more ſtrange.than Faith confident. 


| Bur, itis not inthe power of the ſtrongeſt Faith,to preſerve us fram all afli&i- 
p | ons; After all Davids prayers and teares,the Childe muſt dye. The carefull ſeryants | 
dare bur whiſper this ſad newes:They who had found their Maſter ſo averſe from 
the motion ofcomfort,in the ſicknefle of the Childe, feared him uncapable of com- 
| | fortin his death, 

Suſpirionis quick witted; Every occaſion makes us miſdoubr that event, which 
we feare; This ſecrecie proclaimes, that which they were ſo loathto utrer; David 
perceives his Childedead,and now he riſes up from the Earth whereon he lay, and 
waſhes himſelfe,and changeth his apparell, and goes firft into Gods Houſe to wor- 
(hip, and intahis owne to eate; now he refuſes no comfort, who before would take 
none; The iſſue of things doth more fully ſhew the will of God, than the predi- 
tion; God never did any thing,but what he would; hee hath ſometimes foretold 
C | that for tryall, which his ſecrer will intended not; he would forerell it,he would nat 

 effe& it, becauſe he would therefore foretell it, that he mightnot effect it; His pre- 
ditions of outward evils are not alwayesabſolure, his actions are; David well ſecs 
by the event, what the Decree of God was, concerning his Childe; which now hee | 
could not ſtrive againſt, without a vaine impatience; Till we know the determinati- | 
ons of the Almighty,it is free for us to ſtrive in our prayers,to ſtrive with him,not 

againſt him; when once we know them, ic is our duty to fit downe ina ſilent con- 
rentation. .. 
| (Whiles the Ghilde was yet alive, I faſted and wept, for I faid, who can tell whether the 
i Lordwill be gracious to me,that the Childe may live;but now be u dead, Wherefore ſhould ! 
 faft > Can I bring him back againe ?)) | 
Hi Thegriefe that goes before an evill for remedy, can hardly be too much;but that 
which followes an evill, paſt remedy, cannot be too little : Even in the ſaddeſt acci- ! 
dent, Death,we may yeeld ſomething to nature,nothing to 1impatience-immodera- 
tion of ſorrow,for loſſes paſt hope of recovery ,is more ſullen, than uſefull; our ſto- | 
| | mack may bebewrayed by it, not our wiſdome. 
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@ T isnot poſſible. thar any word of God ſhould fall tothe ground: 
N David is not more ſure of forgivenefſe,than ſmart: Three maine 
, ſins paſſed him in this buſineſſe of Yr:iab, Adultery, Murder, 
# Diſimulation: for all which hereceives preſent payment; for 
Adultery,in the deflowring of his Daughter Tamar; for Mur- 
der in the killing of his Son 4m»on;for Diſſimulatis,in the con» ' 
| 8>{& triving of both. Yet all this was bur the beginning of evils. } 
| | Where the Father ofthe Family brings fin home.to the houſe, it is nor eaſi]y (wept 
out-Unlawfall Luſt propagates it ſelfe by example;How juſtly is David ſcourged by 
the ſin of his Sons, whom his At raught to offend 2 
Maacha was the Daughter of an Heatheniſh King; By her, had David that 
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| beautifull, but unhappy Ifſue, Abſalom, and hisno lefle faire Siſter, Tamar : Per- | j 
haps, thus latedoth D«vid feele the puniſhment of thar unfit choyce: I ſhould have | | R 
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| ous love, Tamars raviſhment, Abſaloms pride?Iris ableſiing tobe faire, yer ſuch a ble(: 


| beautifil};che-Candle offends nor in burning, the foolifh flye offends in ſcorchingir 


| Wheras wiſe Princes know well,that their places give themno priviledye of ſinning 


A Ae. 


—_— 


P—_— 


| and languiſhes of that unnaturall heat. Whither will not wanton luſtcarry the in- 
| ordinate minds of pampered and ungoverned youths?None bur his halfe-ſiſter,will 


| gladis he toheare, that his Daughter Tamars ſkill might be likely to fir thedyet of 
| ſodearea patient.Conceit is wont to rule much both in \ckneſſe and in the cure.Ta- 


croſles in ſo unequall a march.cicherin his | A 
perſon, or at leaſt in his ſeed. S910; 
- Beauty, if icbe not well diſciplined, proves nota Friend, but a Traytor, three of | 
Davids Children are undone by it at otice,W hat'elfe was guilty of 4-075 inceſt. 


ſing, as if the ſoule anſwer notto the face, may lead to a curſe ; How commonly 
have we ſcene the fouleſt ſoule dwell faireſt ? It was no fault of Tamars that ſhe wac 


ſelfe in the Aame, yet it is no ſmall miſery to hecomea tentation untoanother, and 
robe made but the occaſion of others rune. Amnen1s love-fick of his ſiſter Tamar, 


pleaſe the eyes ofthe young Prince of Iſrael: Ordinary pleaſures will not content 
thoſe whom the conceit of greatnefle, youth, and eaſe, haye let Idle to their ap- 
etite. - 
"Perhaps yer,this unkindly flame, might in time, have gone out alone, hadnotthere 
been a 19nadab,to blow theſe coales with illcounſell. Ic were ſtrange ifgreat Prin- 
ces ſhonld want ſome Parafiricall Followers,thar are ready to feed their 11] humors. 
Why artthow the Kings ſon, ſo leane from day to day ? As it it were unworthy the Heire 
of a King, to ſuffer either Law, or Conſcience, to ſtand 1n the way of his defires : | 


——_——— 


bur call them in rathcr to ſo much more ſtrineſle, as their example may be more 

prejudiciall. 

Ionadabwas the Couſin German of Amor : Ill advice is ſo much more dange- 

rous as the intereſtof the giver is more; Had hee beene a true friend, hec had bent 
all the forces of his difſwafion, againſt the-wicked motions of that ſinfull luſt; and ' 
had ſhewed the Prince of Iſrael how much thoſe lewd deſires proyoked God, and 

blemifhed himſelfe; and had lent his hand to ſtrangle them in their firſt conception. 
There cannot be a more worthy improvement of friendſhip ,than in a fervent oppo- 
ſition to the ſinnes of them, whom we profeſle to love : No enemy can be fo mortall 
co great Princes, as thoſe officious Clients,whoſe flattery ſooths them up in wicked- 
nefſe : Theſeare Traytors to the-Soule, and by a pleafing violence kill rhe beſt part 
eternally, 

How ready at hand is anevill ſuggeſtion ? Good counſel! is like unto Wel-water, 
that muſt be drawne up with a Pumpe,or Bucker; Ill counſell is like to Conduit-wa- 
ter; which if the cocke be bur turned, runs out alone: /0ozadab hath foone projected 
how Amz0n (hall accompliſh his lawleſſe purpoſe. The way muſt be to faine himſelfe 
ſicke in body, whoſe minde was ficke of laſt; and under this pretence to procure the 
preſence of her, who had wounded, and only might cure him. 

The daily increaſing languor,, and leanenefſe, and palenefſe of love-flicx Amer 
might well give colour to a Kerchiefe, and a pallet. Now is it ſoone told David 
that his eldeſt Sonneis caſt upon his ſicke bed; there needs no ſuir for his viftration; 
The carctull Father haſtens to his Bed-fide.not without doubts ard feares : He that 
was lately fo afflicted with the ſicknefſe ofa Childe that ſcarce lived to ſee the light, 
how ſenſible muſt we needs thinke he would bee, of the indiſpoſition of his firſt- 
borne Sonne, mn the prime of his age-and hopes ? Ir is not giventoany Prophet to 
fore-ſee all things, Happy had it beene for David, if Amnon had beene truely ficte, 
and ſicke unto death, yet who could have perſwaded this paſſionate Father to have 
beene content with this ſucceſſion of lofſes,this earely lofle of his Succeſſor : How 


mar 1s ſent by her Father to the houſe of Amnon, Her hand onely maſt drefſe that 
Diſh, which may pleaſe the nice Palate of her ficke Brother. Even the Children of 
Kings, m thoſe homelyer Times, did not ſcorne to put their fingers, ro ſome works 
of huſwifery : (Shec rooke floure and did kneadit, and did make Cakes in hi ſight, and 
aid bake the Cakes and tooke a Pan, and powred them out before him.) Had ſhee not 
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| beene ſometimes nſed ro ſuch domeſtique imployments, Thee had beene now 


| ſible courſes of atisfaQtion. Ir is the juſt judgement of God upon preſumpruous of- 


| Sonne to a Father;that the Father ſhould be made the Pander of his own Daughter 
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Amnon'and Tarar, 1 


ſeeke; neither had this beene required ofher, 'but uponthe knowledge of her Acilt: 
Shee doth notplead the 1mpaynng of herbeairty by the ſcorching of the fire, inor' 
thinkes her hand too daintie for ſuch meane ſervices, but'ſertles ro the worke, as 
one that had rather regard the neceſfities of her Brother, then her owne ſtate : Only, 
pride andidlenefſe hath baniſht honeſt and thrifty diligence, our of the -houſes of 
the great. ery bs 
This was not yer the Diſh that Ammon longed for. It was the Cooke, and Pl 
the Cates which that wanton eye affeted. Unlawfull Ads ſeeke for ſetrecie; The 
company is diſmiſſed, T amar onely ſtayes; Good meaning ſuſpets nothing; Whiles | 
ſhe preſents the meat the had prepared,to her (ici Brother, her ſelfe is nadea prey | 
ro his oxtragions Luſt. The modeſt Virginintreates, and perſivades it vaihe; thee. | 
layes before him the ſinne, the ſhame, the danger ofthe fact; and ſince none of theſe | 
can preyaile, faine would winne time by the ſuggeſting of unpoſſible hopes; No- | 
thing bur violence can ſtay a reſolved ſinner; What hee cannot by intreary, he will | 
haveby force. If the Devill were not more ſtrong'in men, than nature, they would | 
never ſeeke pleaſure 1n violence. Amzon hath'no ſooner fulfilled his beaſtly defires. 
thenhe hates Tamar more than he loved her. Inordinate luſt never ends bur i\ diC. 
contentment; Lofle of ſpirits, and remorſe of ſoule make the remembrance of thar 
A& tedious, whoſe expettation promiſeddelight. If we could ſee rhe back of finfull | 
pleaſures, ere we behold cheir face, our hearts conld not bur bee fore-ſtal!ed with | 
ajuſt dereſtation. Brutiſh Amor, it wasthy ſelfe whom thou ſhouldeſt have hated | 
for this villany;not thine innoeent ſiſter; Both of you lay together,ottely one com- 
mitted inceſt : What was (he but a patient in that impotent fury oflaft ? How un- 
juſtly doe carnall men miſ-place their affeftions ? No man can ſay wherher thar 
love, or this hatred were more unreaſonable : Frand drew T4147 intothe houſe of 
Ammon force entertained her within, and drove her our. Faine would ſhee haye hid 
her ſhame where itwas wrought, and may nor be allowed it : That roofe under 
which ſhecame with honour,and in obedience and love, may not be lent her for | 
the rime as a ſhelter of her ignominy. Never any ſavage could be more barbarous: | 
Secbem had raviſhed Dinah, his offence did not make har odions:; his affection fo 
continued, that he is willing rather to draw blood of himfelfe and his people, than 
forgoe her whom he had abuſed; Amwnornin one houre js in the exceſſe of love and 
hate; andis ſicke of her,for whom he was ſicke : Shee thatlately kept the keyes of 
his heart, 1snow lockt out of his doores. Unruly paſſions runne ever into extre- 
mities, and are then beſt appayed,when they are furtheſt off from reaſon and mode- 
ration. 

What could _{mmn0z thinke, would be the eyent of fo foule a fat, which as hee 
had not thegrace to prevent,ſo hee hath not the care to conceale ? It hee lookt nor 
ſo high as Heaven, what could he imagine would follow hereupon, bur the diſplea- 
ſure of a Father, the danger of Law,the indignationot a Brother,the ſhameand our- 
| cryes of rhe World; All which hemight haye hoped toavoidby ſecrecie, and plau- 


F 


fenders,thatthey loſe their wit,together with their honeſtie;and are either ſoblin- 
ded.that they cannot fore-ſee the ifſue of their ations, or ſo beſotred that they doe | 
not regard it. 
Poore Tamar can but bewaile that which ſhe could not keepc,her Virginity,not' 
loſt, but rorne from herby a crnell violence-She rends her Princely robe, and layd 
aſhes on her head,and lamentsthe ſhame of anothers ſinne; and lives more defolate 
than a widdow,in the houſe of her brother Abſalom. | 
In the meane time,what a corroſive muſt this newesneedsbe to the heart of good. 
David, whoſe fatherly command had out of love, caſt his Daughter into the jawes 
of this Lion?What an inſolent affront,muſt he needs conſtrue this,to be offered by a 


to his Son? He thar lay upon the ground weeping for, but the ſickneffe of an Infant; 
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©: (ontemplations. 
his Daughter,bothof them worſe than many deaths?Whar revenge can he think of 
for ſo hainous « crime leſſe than death;Sc what lefſe than death is it to him, to think 
of a revenge?Rape was by the Law of God,capitall; how much more, when it is ſe- 


conded with inceſt ? Anger was not puniſhment enough tor ſo high an offence; Yer 
thisis all that I heareof,from ſo indulgent a Father,faving that he makes up the ref 


gracious a man is,the more ſubject he is to the danger ot an over-remiſſeneſſe,$& the 
exceſſe of favour and mercy - The milde injuſtice is no lefle perilous to the Com- 
mon-wealth, than the cruell. BY 

If David (perhaps ont of the conſcience ofhis owne late offence) will not puniſh 
this faCt,his Go Abſalom ſhall-nort out of any care of Juſtice, but in a defire of re- 
venge. Two whole yeares,hath this ſlye Courtier ſmothered his indignation,andfai- 
ned kindneſſe;elſe his invitation of Amen in ſpeciall,bad been ſufpected. Eyen gal- 
lant Abſalom: was a great Sheep-maſter; The bravery and magnificence of a Courtier 
muſt be built upon the groundsof frugality; David himſelte 1s bidden to this bloo- 


L1z.XV. | 


| with forrow,punithing his Sons out-rage in himſelfe; The berter natured,and more 


ry 


dy Sheep-ſhearing;It was no otherwiſe meant, bur that the Fathers eyes ſhould bee 
the witneſſes of the Tragicall execution of one Son by another;Onely Davids loye 
kept him from that horrible ſpeCacle.He is careful not tobe chargeable to that Son 
who cares not toovercharge his Fathers ſtomack with a Feaſt of Blood. 

Amnon hath ſo quite forgot his fin, that he dares goe to feaſt in that Houſe where 
Tamar was mourning;and ſuſpe&ts not the kindneſſe of him,whom he had deſerved, 
of a Brother to make an enemy; nothing is more unſafe tobe truſted, than the faire 
lookes of a feſtred heart: Where true Charity or juſt ſatisfaQtion, have not wroughra 
ſound reconciliation,malice doth but lurk for the opportunity of an advantage. 

It was not for nothing that Abſalow deferred his revenge;which is now ſo much 
more exquiſite,as it is longer protracted: What could be more fearefull, than when 


| Ammous heart was merry with Wine,to be ſuddenly ſtricken with death? As if thisex- 


ecution had beene no lefſe intended to the Soule, than ro the body;How wickedly | 
ſoever this was done by Abſalom,yet how juſt was it with God, that he, who intwo 
yeares impunity would finde no leifure of repentance,ſhouldnow receive a punilh- 
ment withour poſſibility of Repentance ? 

O Ged,thou arr righteous toreckon for thoſe finnes, which humane parriality or 
negligence hath omicted,and while thou puniſheſt ſinne with ſinne, to puniſh ſinne 
with death; If either David had called Amos to account for this villany,or Amnen 


hadcalled himſelfe,the revenge had not been fo deſperate; Happy 15 the man thar 


| by an unfained Repenrance acquits his ſoule from his knowne evils, and improeves 
the dayes of his peace to the preventis of furure vengeance;which if 1t be nor done, 


the hand of God ſta!l as ſarely overtake us in judgement, as the hand of Satan hath 


overtaken us in miſcariage unto finne. 


ms. EE ————  —_—_——.. 
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Abſaloms returne and conſþiracie_. 
Wizz, N E AQt of injuſtice drawes on another; The injuſtice of Davrs,in 
| not puniſhing the rape of A-»»#oz,procures the injuſtice of Abſalom 
\ 1n puniſhing Av2op with Murder : That which the Father ſhould 
> have juſtly revenged, and did nor; the Sonne revenges unjuſtly. 
2) I he rape of a Siſter was no lefle worthy of death than che Mur- 
39 der of a Brother; Yea, this latter finne was therefore the leſſe,be- 
cauſe that Brother was worthy of death, though by another hand; 
whereas that Siſter was guilty of nothing but modeſt beauty : yet hee that knew 


ofa Father, in the pardon of his Murder; but for three yeares hides his head in the 
Court of his Grand-father,the King of Geſhur. Doubtleſſe, thar Heatheniſh Prince 


| gave him akinde welcome, for ſo meritorious a revenge of the diſhonour done to 


his owne Loynes, 


Ir —_ —_— _— 4 


this Rape pafſed over(two whole yeares)with impunity, dares not truſt the mercy 


| ; No 
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\ Lis.XV. Abſalomsreturne and conſþiracie_. 
A] Nomancante ac mth 


| 
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No man can tell,how Abſalom ſhould have ſped from the hands of his orherwiſe 
over-indulgent Father,if he had beenapprehended in the hear of the fatt. Even the 
largeſt love may be ovyer-ſtrained,& may: give a fallin the breaking; Theſe fearefull 
eftets of lenicy,might perhaps have whertedthe ſeverity of David to ſhur up theſe 


out-rages in blood; New this diſpleaſure was weakned with age: Time and thoughts 


havedigeſted this hard morſell; Davids heart told him,that his hands had a ſhare in 
thisoffence,that Abſalom: did bur give that ſtroke, which himſelte had wrongfully 
forborn; that the unrecoverable loſſe of one Sonne, would be bur wofully relieved 
with the loſe of another; Hee therefore, that in the newes of the deceaſed Infant 
could change his clothes,and waſh himſelfe,and cheere up his fpirirs, wich the reſo 
lution of, 1 ſhall goe to him, fe ſhall not returne to me,comftorts himſelfe concerning 4m. 
20; and begins to long for Abſalom. 


to the Father; Now David begins to forgive himſelfe; yer out of his wiſedome, ſo 
inclines to fayour,that he conceales it; and yet fo conceales it, that it may be deſcry-- 
ed by a cunning eye; It he hadcaſtout noglances of atte&ion, there had binno hopes 
for his Abſalom:It he had made profeſſion of love after fo foule an At,there had bin 


lom in the life of his hopes; andnor hearten thepreſumpr:on of others; 
Good eyes ſee light rhorow the ſmalleſt chinke; The wit of 194b hath ſoone dif. 
cerned Davids reſerved affection; and: knowes how to ſerve him in that which hee 
would,and would not accompliſh: and now deviſes how to bring into the light, chat 
birth of Deſire, whereof he knew David was both big, and aſhamed. A woman of 
Tekoah, (that Sex hath been ever held more aptfor wiles)is ſuborned to perſonate 
a mourner,and to ſay thar,by way of Parable, which in plaine termes would hane 
ſounded too harſhly;andnow whiles ſhe lamentably layes forth the lofſe and danger 
of herSonnes, ſhe ſhewes P avid his owne; and whiles ſhe moves compaſſion to her 
pretended Ifſue,he winnes David toa pitty of himſelfe, and a favourable ſentence 
for Abſa/om.We love our ſelyes better than others,but we ſee others better thanour 
ſelves; who ſo would perfe&ly know his own cale,ler him view it inanothersperſon. 
Parables ſped well with David; One drew him torepent of his owne ſinne;ano- 
ther,to remit 4bſaloms puniſhment; Andnow,as glad to heare this Plea,and willing 
to be perſwaded untothat, which if he durſt, he would have ſought for, he gratifies 


Di 


LES. OLE _ 


Toab with the grant of ther ſuir, which 704b more gratified him in ſuing for;Goe bring 
| agine theyoung man A bſalom. 

How glad is 1046, that hee hath light upon one Act,for which che Sun, both ſer- 
ting and rifing,ſhould ſhine upon hin?and now he ſpeeds to Geſhar,to ferch backe 
Abſalom toJeruſalem : he may bring the long baniſhed Prince to the Citie ; but to 


the Court he may not bring him.(Let him turne to his owne houſe,and let him not ſee my 


ace. 
F 2M good King hath ſo ſmarted with mercy,that now he is reſolved upon auſte- 
rity; and will relent butby, degrees; It is enough for Abſalom that he lives, and may 
now breathe his native ayre ; Davids face is no objett for the eyes of Murtherers : 
Whata Dearcling this Son was to his Father,appeares in thar, afrer an unnaturall & 
barbarous rebellion, paſſionate David wiſhes to haye changed lives with him; yet 


where the heart 1s ſer. | 


vill, and drawes on others. 


Thoſe three yeares baniſhment ſeemed not ſoniuch a puniſhment to the Son, as 


no ſafety for others;now he lers fall ſo much ſecrertgrace,as may both hold up Abſa- 


now, whiles his bowels yearned, his brow frowned; The face may not be ſeehe, 


The beſt of Gods Saints may be blinded with affeG ion; but when they ſhall once 
ſee their errors,they are carefull to corre chem, Wherefore ſerves the power of 
Grace, but to ſubdue the inſolencies of nature? Ir is the wiſedome of Parents, as to 
| hide their hearts from theirbeſt children,ſo tohide their counrenances from the un- 
gracious: Fleſhly reſpe&s may not abate rheir rigour to the ill deſerving. For the 
' Child to fee all his Farhers love,it is enough to make him wanton, and of wanton 
| wicked:For a wicked Child,to ſee any of his Fathers love, ic emboldens him 1n e- 


| Abſaloms houſe 1s made his Priſon; Juſtly 1s he confined to the place which pry 
i | Ia 
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others Chimnies. In the meane time, how impatient is CA6ſ«/om of this abſence > 


| forever; His wrath endureth but a moment, in his favouris life; weeping may cn. 
dure for a Night, but joy commeth inthe Morning. | | 


How happy were we, if our affeQation could be ſo eager of ſpirituall and heavenly 


OO (omemplations. 


neſſe of his Fathers ſight; It was enough for David and him,to ſee the ſmoke of each 


He ſends for 19b,the Soliciter of hisreturne; So hard an hand, doth wiſe and holy 
David carry over his reduced Sonne, that his friendly Interceffor, 79ab,daresnor yi. 
t him. | 
: He, that afterwards kindled that ſeditious fire over all Iſrael, ſets fire now onthe 
field of 194b;whom love cannot draw to him, feare and anger ſhall ; Continued gif. | 
pleaſure hath made Abſalom deſperate; Five yeares are paſſed fince he faw the face of 
his Father; and now is he no lefle weary of his life, than of this delay; (Wherefore. am 
I come downe from Geſhur? It had beene better for me, to have beene there fill: Now there. 


fore let me ſee the Kings face, and if there be any iniquity in me, let him kill mee.) Either || 


baniſhment, or death, ſeemed as tolerable to him, as the debarring of his Father; 
fight. 
> What a torment ſhall it be to the wicked, to bee ſhut out for ever,from the pre- 
ſence of a God, without all poſſible hopes of recovery? This was bur a Father of the 
fleſh,by whom,if _16/a/om> lived at firſt, yet in him helived nor, yea, not withour 
him onely,but againſt him that Son found he could live; God is the Father of Spi- 
rits,in whom we ſo live,that without him can be nolife,nobeing; to be eyer exclu- 
ded from him, in whom we live and are, what can it be but an erernalldying,an eter- 
nall periſhing?IFin thy preſence,O God, be the fulneſſe of joy,in thine abſence,muſt 
needs be the fulnefſe of horror and torment ; Hide not thy face from ns, O Lord, 
but (hew us the light of thy countenance, that we may live, and praiſe thee. 
Even the fire of 70abs field, warmed the heart of David, whiles it gave him proof 
of the heate of Abſaloms faliall affetion. As a man therefore inwardly weary of ſo 
long diſpleaſure, at laſt he receives Abſalom to his ſight, to his favour, and ſealeshis 
pardon with a kifſe : Naturall Parents, know not how to retaine an everlaſting an- 
ger towards the fruit of their loynes; How much lefſe ſhall the God of mercies, bee 
unreconcileably diſpleaſed with his owne; and ſuffer his wrath to burne like fire 
that cannot be quenched? He will notalwayes chide, neither will he keep his anger 


Abſalom 15 now as great as faire; Beauty and Greatneſſe make him proud; Pride 
workes his ruine; Great ſpirits will not reſt content with a moderate proſperity - 
Ere two yeares be runne out, Abſa/omrunnes out into a deſperate plor of rebellion ; 
None bur his owne Father was above him in Iſrael; None was fo likely, in humane 
expeaation,to ſucceed his Father; If his ambition could but haye contained it ſelfe 
for a few yeares,(as Davida was now neere his period)durtifull cariage might have | 


procured that by ſucceſſion, which now he ſought by force. An aſpiring minde is | 


ever impatient,and holds Time it ſelfe an enemy, if it thruſt it ſelfe importunately 
berwixt the hopes andfruition : Ambitien isneyerbur in travell, and can finde no 
intermiſſion of painefull throwes,till ſhe have brought forth her abortive Deſires : 


promotions; Oh that my Soule could finde it ſelfe fo reſtleſſe, rill it feele the weight 
of that Crowne of Glory, 


| : | 
Outward pompe, and unwonted ſhewes of Magnificence, are wont much to af- 


—ETXY 


had tained with bleod. Two yeares doth he live in Jeruſalem, withour the happi-| A| 


tect the light mindes of the vulgar. Abſalom therefore rothe incomparable comeli- 
ncſſe of his perſon, addes the unuſuall ſtate of a more than Princely Equipage. His 
Charets rattle,and his Horſes trample proudly inthe Streetes; Fiftie Foot-men run 
before their glicrering Maſter : Jeruſalemringsof their glorious Prince;and is ready 
to adore theſe continuall Triumphs of Peace. Excefſe & Novelty of expenſive Bra- 
very and Oftentation in publike perſons, gives juſt cauſe to ſuſpeR either yanity,or a | 
plot; Irue-hearted David can miſdoubt nothing in him,to whom he had both given 
life, and forgiven this. Love conſtrued all this, as meant to the honour of a Fathers 
Court,tothe expreſſion of joy and thankfulnefſe for his reconcilement: The eyes & 


tongues of men are thus taken up: Now hath Abſalom laid ſhares for their earrs allo: 
: He 


A 
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Abſaloms returne and confþiracie_. 


—_— 


— ——  - —  —— —— ” 


He riſes early,&r ſtands beſide the way of the gate: Ambition isno niggard of her paines; 
ſeldome ever is om meaning ſo induſtrious; The more he ſhined in Beauty& Roi. 
all Artendance,ſo much more glory it was toneglett himſelfe,and to preferthe care 
of Juſtice to his @wne caſe:Neither is Abſa/om more painfull than plauſible, his care | 
is open to all Plaintives,all Peritioners:there is no cauſe which he flatters nor, See, | 
thy matters eregood & right; his hand flatters every commer with a falutation, his lips 
with a kiſſe. All men,all matters are ſoethed ſaving the ſtate and government; rhe 
cenſure of that 15no lefſe deep,than the applauſe of all others, ( There « nque deputed. 
of the King to heare thee.) What inſinuations could be more powerfull; No Muſick can 


| he diſmifſerh laden with his cauſelefle bleſſings : Whar cruſt is there in fleſh and 


be ſo ſweet tothe cares of the unſtable multirude,as toheare well of themſelves, il! 
of cheir Governours : 4bſa/om needs not to wiſh himſelfe upon the Bench : Every 
man ſayes, Oh, what a curious Prince is Abſalom : What a juſt and carefull Ruler 
would 46ſalom be?How happy were we,if we might be judged by 46/alom?Thoſe 
qualities which are wont ſingle ro grace others, have conſpired to meet in Abſalom 
Goodlinefle of Perfon,Magnificence of State, gracious Aﬀability, unwearied Dili- 
gence, Humility in Greatnefſe, feeling Pirry, love of Juſtice, care ofthe Common- 
wealch; The World hath not ſo compleat a Prince as 45/a/om:Thus the hearts of the 
people are not won, but ſtolne by a clofſe Traytor from their lawfully Anointed So. 
veraigne.Over-faire ſhewes are a juſt Argument of unſoundneſſe,z no naturall Face | 
hath ſoclearea White and Red,as the painted: Nothing wants now but a cloake of 
Religion, to perfect the Treachery of that ungracious Son, who caried Peace in his 
Name, War, in his heart:and how eaſily is that put on? Abſa/omhath an holy Vow to 
be paid in Hebron! The devout man had made it long fince,whiles he was exiled in 
Syria,and now he haſts to performe it,(1f the Lord ſhall bring me back againe to Ieruſa- 
lem,then'wil 1 ſervethe Lord; )wicked Hypocrites care not to play with God. that they 
may mock men. The more deformed any act is, the fairer Viſor ic ſtill ſeeketh. 
How glad is the good old King,that he 1s bleſſed with ſo godly a Sonne ; whom 


blood, when David is not ſafe from his owne Loynes ? The Conſpiracy isnow fully 
forged,there lacked nothing bur this gilt of Piery to winne favour and value in all 
eyes;and now it is a wonder,that but two hundred honeſt Citizens goup with 146- 
ſalom from Jeruſalem : The erue-hearted lyc moſt open to Credality : How eaſe it 
is to beguile harmeleſſe intentions ? The name of Davids Sonne carics them againſt 


" 


the Farther of 46/alom, and now theſe ſimple Iſraelites, are unwitringly made loyall 
Rebels. Their hearts are free froma plot, and they meane nothing bur fidelity in 
the attendance of a Traytor. How many thouſands are thus ignorantly miſled 
into the traine of Errour ; Their Gmplicity 15 as worthy of parry, as 
cheir miſguidance of indignation. Thoſe that will ſuffer them- 


ſelyes to be caryed with ſemblancesof truth and Faith- 


fulneſſe, muſt needs bee as farre from ſafery, ; 
' _  aSlnnocence. 
(x *x) 


ad 


B mo 
Enos = &. 3 
w b- < Ad AE We ATR TITe oy ns Oy 4.74 
4 _—_ w—moamty "een re—_— —_nI—_ —_———— . —— ” ” _ = OW w_ _——_— _ ” _ by te ” A 
s wt = -” «< ng - wt i PI k - = 
ge OP pr tutu,” ag 00 wy 6.4 Pha, _ 
w—4Y - . : - \- q ” - o 
: ” , ng * > 
” 


2 . ey phy x7 
in. —_ $6 


gen 
— 

4 e— 

#4 


nt 


—— 


ht a 
a. "i. * 
ar 


 * 
* "0 _ 


Side i man er ee A 


wo EY 


A OE PO 9 ka 
4 Re 26 Pf ” Bn £ he Een 


- " s 
rs Reaper 


* >. dar $ IEEE EY i : ne OT en M————— . 
it ia ee. '« 5: >. - . by +. 4 2 - p—_ 4 - if Co ne PRFey a * 0 " - # 
” p - 4 Fs; *. om ” k # 

_—— m_ Be #.. - Fr —_— CT... + MHD. TW MO fl” ain. ay G , FN _ ” 


, SIP F wn "* of = . 
- ; hs "7 a ; 6 a6 hote.<—. ” {4 : _ - . oy” thy ent eipcs os «run > a>. Pa a» - 4 + 
3 . " . - o _—_ , ” & ”. - m— x - "oe p_ PR wo » 4 - o "I v 
X naw ty —_ " PR a 4 " " b pq EF 0 2 A IS; bi "Ft: F ty = & Y x vc 
< "_—_ pL x % I S "> -< a - E VP w v _—_ - -—_ - » > F - o.. i, 5 - _— -— - a4 7 * bt _- W» PII bu - * 4 T PS. EO, 
R . X __ an T p: _ = - x 5 OE , . j GY : 4 G oy pb , bo. . n4 6 2 a "<3 
3 ER 2s, 2000 os A EH eng won Eo ot tat” = oe” LOTS. ns To RE Wt on we ans a TE», RE od ta .. - Rn 2 2d. cn. ad Ca * oy COND RIS% x 42 1" RE cons "I pi -> a IB Not! ns 4 6 [> S Us by 4 £22080" » 
y Sao Y, 3 : - bs. = og I " oe a> he: ths EC < 4 7 - ar F ; 5 pn ods ww." wo . . ST PEP ” - I * T5 =_ * _ bs ox : A "_ = 4 
Dt ob rd = "- OY by "_- E l " 4a ws, "On i F q . SXoML4. 4 . . Lk by Ty m . -*..--4.; 1 = *., 7 pO - dons * 3 = _ - 5-4 by - * . "'-- Ea ow - - a”. - - . . h —— 
NG Eran ong TA TI Wet ; PEO n ee lg; 5 Er E 2% 6 i bog 2 ONS AIST, na Va eee * h $094 p SHET Wt _—_ A aps - * ; 


” ako 


FY q Fn. $_- - 
# +5, "i SG 9 a w 
_ Nw - 9; 38, _—_ , ; 
4 % _ " " 
bs <5 goa 5 ; avs agnrd> ng 2" k _ -. —_— 2+ 220 . n _ — TR « - —_— ———_ — : - 4 —_—_ : 
4 " V ” X F 4 C LY P 7 7 a 2 _ , Pw « vy - 6 2 - i . 3 
s , ” "45-48. fg fr a hy. EY > + EO Rn. CEO rr ? 5 Os OB Sh a "0" ie. 2 eng __—_ a, i on q eng»: 7 >n ; = in " , l — —_— ; . 6 ww oy . . ond £<Io I 
= 2 #44 L - \ _— ts nhl - LESS -v 4 : k 4 "* = < _ wa ” + , : EY wy - . —— rat of” 6. SE. < KY g Y 4 P :, _— 
= . WT os". % » whe "I Va £ ED. on x Ty RG Wits be 1 mY P os Bs & %, a. 4, 46 mon . +444 6 > > 9 ow 48-6 1 mg _ *4E - " mens - 0 > — —_ þ m—_ ———— gon" 
- : < ot oc Ll Pg b ties p : 4 " Yo "7 « x Py F G, Pi py z & 'Y s = 8-4 * - 7 v2) " 2 : 
WP EPR. en I Lune +» þ GS A s E . - : 'o MT” ns \ 8 ARTS * a 8 I "eu % * - z : . - } 4 > = A 
. n# a _ B - _- Fl Pie 6 4 @ De Beam wn Co SS Fs » - ©» / r «Ko En 4 ra; I =} = 8 , 4 nt”. . , 4 OP ” ” "_- _—_ —_ 
- 8 9 WI 1 7 wi PIs pc "4 y "I "th, 4 25th : _ — —"_— Fo < $5 9 368 > 7 , jp. ts ir hf” i — —— 
Md: ic - Bs + > eb b, PF * ; +326 my * EE 4 % W%: EM SIO i 5 2 9 fs 1 Re « > "eos wo _ ; La] we Jus OY of utes ” 
4% 0 " " R : 4 = OO 2. » * 2-2 o Ki - _— W- te, 7 P : _— =o. = "3 a” "BS. ? IM ROY -- 64 - « i, » 0 =. IC. * hu? b . ITS ons HO 
7 —2., . - * þ 598 2.4 4 EIS. 4 OR. - *e: - a > hs 4 E Ws KEE ON” wot: © ©. » 3, *3J - Ap Bethe» wept <þ Ha Ei we C * . Tee: -« —R eo 4 li ER TL. - £ . 
og Be. gt + xg $5 __ 4.» X na pF Ee; , os RR. ©. © PIES. be Þ "s," "008 : an I 3.2 Se, ng x LE Ws I IR Y a4 4 : **X . 
4 = y C 9. 3 +. CE SO ate = SR hy ” "INE fat *q "1 . Ko, LA Se a a Oo © | a; $6.7 TIO 23 E- 0. kb St Eo Sc = __ MEG. 5 + of > 7 FP - hs Y 
: wagelh 8 Bc: Core yg: 2a b + — C "as ; x A 4 pt” *- - "Hp {5 es E 6 « 2. . * 3 ay | 
5 - Y . —— . %  . 8- « 
< W. ”* 


wk 
"A 


—— 


_—_ *. ? PEE 5 
IF 7; . 
a 


a ie ere err r—_— 


WELL) 
” 


wu 
S pl Get 


"_— —— 


_ WR wh _ 


— 2. 


<4 


DOI, En « = 
waldy 37 ith > nd gn 24 


G T———__—_—————— — — —  — —  — —  — —_— 
= ” a  - O nd " 5 EE PII OW I, 


Fr foe 5 2*- © : 
ood Cabot” 2 we TRY 
Jo” ho ew, Ny Rs wide wv - - 


3 LY STS 2} by 


x £4 ets af- Rv; 
. — A AY 


——__— 


4 _ = < - 
85 —_— A "at "I P » + 4, 
woug ! C SY 
as % wo by 
nn _ __ als i. » iv oo 2 - 


MS — 


. 
\ 
\ Ce ata 
» , | lh, Foot om 
%s Coney 


REMAN LI EIN wy 6% ane i SITES 
&.... # A +. AY = 3 , . oaks. &. bk, *%; . tn Ges. , af + $ ues. In 
od + - I co, Los * ROS nan tt ne wk  » IONS: "orilhy Cz WJ" 
: —=——_— ng —— Oe ——— _ A > oe: ——_— 
wg WY 4 6: £ _—_—_ OE : 
*S.." y 2 - PR 


——_—_— . 


"" 


_—— —__C— "St OI 


RY 


IE <LI] wt Pr 
> ESA = 


ry 
as ſag "horns ga < mr Lent "+14 __ > {a _—_— _= Le cy no era, Be EY by, E - % "7: IDS, th. + + © an a. : R Few b : l c : $ P 5 hs vo Me * F : F 
" * - 1% = = wa " n Ny, , - gra, ” C F ', =... * 6 - y' bo _ a = s a 4 by 46 TIF = 7 _—— wo bw Yay. ws c Ty js *oger 
l : * L, - - F Þ +» 2 Ser wrnug 
= 


vu 


a path, a Be "A. $6 149 . a Ps * OY gy q ANY - a ud inc $7 
., _ » F q 5 ; . 4 . ES _ od © = hp” - & ISS 
Se res Buys, axes a: 4.35.44 oy ; ati a. EE Re EI "en 23 "> 
»—tes is OE PETS T l o ; RX . + £oos » "Rr þ het Bs 5 x * E 
- Ir cmne.. digs. x62 "= : 2 __— _=_ — 2 : Fas D u 
a arc _# Im ee <> ts LYEg _ > 690 5 on s d 


<= xaataages ot. arr athde-+ as Hs nes ne co <liye-"x# 
we--onje cunagies 


_- hand” hr 46 og 


- T _ Wh oe bs =, 3 
Jag madharngs4->- 2946” 
F pane I RAE AAS | I 


—_ a 


aA a- MSI - 


TIE: WT REY FEST 
| SA 7 DP ern ob 
- 
p 6 4 « Ws Y G4 v "to -—, © Fi 8 % _ 
f _— _ n * Pr As .- " Wor 3. , - my F Bea : y - - x - - - ny x —_ = 
— ERS EV. > peed, II __—_— , ; A "oath REIN : a : 4 Ire > f - me s n POO Lg >, - Pn pi” - _ tn : . ” : —_— ————— —  — * v © #47 he RG ms — = 
bor: = as vo : A _ > Ds JPY 0 _ b bh - _—_ mean * "I : rr —_ .- 0; HC a ey - - bs - . 4 - ? 
———— =D : - =="2 Vx 2 on, BA TS I Wer eo” SS x . _—_ 4 - ” _- 5 _ - rn ate, 40 'Þ * : ARES : , "RY 4 - R Fa 
- = : 7 Part IE _ 4 S—— 4 ” Ss _ #24 Ns 4 274-4 wif 4 Y Þ y wo —_ , - wy "a "Ss . _ _— _ —__ "5 6 OE Ae x » pact 4 hs fs at's. 6 2-2; 
» - c p #1 "3 K - . : "_ : oo b - I DM ty, FIR” I Þs 
=" 24 ET NR Re rs , 
F # a 4 : os = = 0] " + . % 


&S 
YH) =, \ - | P | 
| O = [Id RS pat } =Q 
= DD QO = | © fan 
I Ea |© 
7 Z [| o 76 | | 
- & _ 2 6 0. bop 1 
V2 &© (3 | 2 £ Þ- E1 | 
| = _ Ry | = | _ | &Q 
| | (.3 U) % ond I ISSIY a SL wh C ! = | 
Ut 
(_ 


0 
<4 
I 

—_. At 


PRINCIPALL| 


a... De TY 
| " md Py 
_ i _ OY Sim... lth... th. as 
—_— 
at. ts. ”Y 
_— —_ as A— - — tl. — — contin. 
_— - 
———_— 
a 
ay — _—_— G—— 
—__—_— a RY _—_ —"Y P bs _ kh — 
_—_—__ ti ds. "I tin... wh] 
EGFIC — — i c—_— 4 W —_ 
_ __ —_ 4 —_ Lido. tend — —_ "7 
_ wy WI EE oR—_ 


— - a 


or 


Ow 
alam; er” = 


__ 


S—- _ Ren 


< 


£=— 


a 


PRE —"—_ 


- 


oy Ap 1 hw 
as _—— | 
© on be 


Pry 


a. 


ſites arena ton 


a_tbp—— 


S 


© 


A 


__ et LG 


wo tran "2s RE <hg 
2 


ome 


a 3 A 


eta 


AT cas 


_ 


ot 


KS 


a 


4. age 


* xs 


ious wa” 


In 


x es; 622 es roo art 
oe . 


% 
"” pn 


PR 


ri > 


5 ns Le 


SS 


__ x 
=. > T4. £ z 
- % 
-” £2 : , 3 > * EG 4 =. — : F x *.. 
_ > £ T mn . v1 > 
; Be "8 INE _—_ 35 #Þ > 2-54 ; F EOS EE oe apr, es £. ng OS, 1 ag, = Enna —_— . Y 
hr * 2 _aw _ <a I'S N27 —_ Fw wt. < \ Gon 2, RE a2. tf "_ « p he el 3 pY n * 1 go we oh "oy "pt PR” 5 "© Ht af er ore eos 2d OY g 
hn . SE. Rs =o i Ries WAS nued ; . 2 4 a _ by Way , # , OTH, 08 ale WA OE *- $328 - In rg 
a . F x ro hy 4 : - : HOI. tures > V3 Coach Y l FY ﬀ. a * - ane #0 wo = x EO IeISS C—_ tg a .-7 
a oF ; 5 CES _—_— pv h . pp = ps Ren. 7 _ -- =. cn 9,9 a At + 
> oa_g”5 __. "7-7 A, ns ls TAY Pg "Mt os wage: (7d, ® WE 2 er: E Fn oe IE 
4 SRI. * d \ « os 4 "2. q 3 YD "" 3 "2. W_ 5 \ Fa 
9 A OST. Piaggio, onmt pt a," "RO OT pf TY 5A 7: hy PE ; os EDD Oy E- IS Wn." as RO Ws pts - . yy = 
; _ oy & +I * PAS wages LI. ne Searwes - ola ip 5p w_ EE KA 2. F< Wo ee Fi "24 PRI: nog we _ =_ 
a þ i p_ 7 mn — , > © 1, Ort Heath anti "mk. n : gurl - - "wr # 2 > __——y CG J RE "—_— I ' - ay —_ - - _—_ . 
; yy y . 5 - " » . = #. D be el þ 4 ne %. v > - <i> +4, agen Ads PT. 6 , " . -- _ IR LY Se ee hr or eres 45 _ — >. EY T p " b —_—_ = 
4 _—_ *ILF _—_ ze IR, Ee b Ft a ,- LE; % F "= 4 n 4 "7 = __ - - ws 0 . FT. 4 4 _ - F. 4 - «46 "a _ "4 «of a - -- ms IE "©. -_— = "x" $f 6 Oy” - b4 "_ » _ te —_ oy -£L. A - _ —_ he - | —— . —_ bh © KC Sorin. rh 4 
=. py” —_ : & - A 6 k < _— I _ wy + er I ” - - am e 2 _ £ 6 . $ 4 J a C T pt 2 - _s_" a 4 __ 
= þ- — Ms x oY. . = . as , _r_ 7” F : 4 . £ . ,. Wes - _ m— CE. - 6 VR0">"M 6 cs 5 ——_ kn V4 wore A > - +. - Oe mn CES E "Wy > - _- EA ” Eos. Gi I —_ 
£ , p Po Be © 7 P- Þ - >, - 2 : © b w_ 78 ha 5 N a . 4 » - « 6 = -_ - i TY y C ” 1 MF. . U es = —— 
£ 's 


Ss 2-99 + 


a po ; : - wt i re Ry os Rn Y bog Or , *n : I w , > Cs Fo - E & WS | HE A A) © wt S—_ an = 
4 KOs 0 og” Mfr AS 1 pr 6 Ay at : : q p i C _— # ? —_— ——c acti - 4 ray p - Py ks . "y F = . . : : . . PR " a ea 07 ae Sa 2x OR 
- —_— ſe 'S; - Fo PET ” FEY a , _ >. (A hn 8 > _ m4 ſo gu 206 267 q 4 #3” 6 ” - ap 3 . bo . T wo. "7 4 "a . 5 Yes Þ 3 - Ah 57 5 NG 6." a © 4 Et a; =; _ A an of | > _— ms $2. amy 
+ ” 6 - ha <2 Sc Y Tg - LED * - *. - . hy lo of ” " - a yp 5 \ . _ 
c L. Es at 2 Th > - Was Me - , 4 p. _ 2 ; F " ; : no - eg Twi f. =p 4 > 6 Wo 4 " x _—_ WE 4 xg On _— 
64,24 1 Y . > 7a ds: A; i ps, 4 : FH by: » . « N FH - be -- ns Oe TRI _ : oo 5.7 ate OO CD is þ ER TO ER A ST —— 3 - 
> rn NS "op" us : = "ae > SEE oe biel eat. fo Adair FO” Oe A A» "ew EY WS OR « s _ Ga - Fn yg _— Bo bh OY ee ___ ye. grew p | 342 opens moe» Gent Em - ra 
_— - _—— _ : " my wes . a+ — ws: 8 i > 0 " s p : P pr” - - 
ane ou — Sn OR L agT” : =" : ' a >” ls 4 vp * = ng . ' » —— $0 - hk de ÞELEIS _ 
C m—_——— a on. Fn 6 Ei, - "IJ $6 3: con - 4 *-Y o - = _ . . 
w . it 


_ ” 


f oy »”- 


- 


QO 
Q 
es 
Q 
= 
'- 
a 
AQ 
= 


E. 
TER, 


- 


1ivinit 


FE, 
K 


inthe yeare 1 63 4. 


of VV oxces 


Contemplations. 
THE 
B O O 


SIXTE 


T he numbring of the People. 
By Jos. Hair, D,otD 


Achitophel. 
The death of Abſalom, 


(Shimei cur/ang. ? 

| Shebacs Rebellion. 

| The (71bconttes revenged , 
Imprinted at London 


Inng- 


Conta 


a © oa Fred £56. 0 m—_— *Dge" Vat 
= ep. > abuts — <i> endo —_— En 


ho. _ » 0 yp 2g « , 0 us 
———_— SA at a cata w - a5 * + 3ny "OI . <6 —__ FEST "ny 4" L # : Y $4 =>” 4 —” 3p*:2 T4 : : = - i 2 3 ” Ks I» _— . EE I ag e- 
: Son” _ — ND PFL ha IE; - Th, ——— , ; _- es Ry ——_— = ”- ” EF as PE Te SES 5 


INES POP Tn! We, 
Ie AS 4» ©» v2 Gott 3 ate ere 8+ 


OO 


: tr pen ro pe eee mr 


EE LS <A TIES 
amt 2, wp os. aq" 7 nn ng inns te fy | : * , . 
" tl _ £: x ak hs gn s IS it p x — wo 39-> n 
£ 1%. ry Re en EN ——mC__ WIE -$ bg ws, * wt 
the Fs Wi 4 - E dt 1 : ds "5-8 & Es a = VERS. " _ CR Ss 4a -_ 6 
IE EOS ES es BEE 3 RD: Ro TT 


STS aid ET © hes - a Gettin ITS Dat So ts 


y » \ 


. A . 
«. T! , 4 » 4s / "42 . 1 : A _ 
Ss . q > - j o ©. 2 = ny 
i bo We 1 \L- JL , "WW; f 1 - 4 F\ 5 CT PA 
J Q y (| -— Y "i C & þ \ _ U \ = - 
- III] i Þ, AN 'C No/® : - 
— % p k . _ , 
WPF” Sra \ & dMMY.. 6 


- Wl F- 
mh <TYAL 4 'S 9A w_ 
" 
, ” 


TRULY NOBLE LORD, 


Fxawncis Lord Russst, Ba- 
ron of T hornhaugh, all increaſe of 
Honour and Happineſle, 


M 


PY mY —_—_— — 
— —_— — , — — — _ « 
- ————_— 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


Ml On ſhall not need to impute it toany other reaſon 
-p\| vefedes your vertues, that I have preſumed to 
|| ſhroud thu peece of my Labours under your 


reall profeſiion; whomneither Honor hath made 


overlie, nor wealth laviſh, nor charge miſeralle, nor greatneſſe_ | 


licentious.Go on happily in theſe ſafe and gainefull jteps of good- 
neſſe,and/till honor the God that hath honoured you; ln the meane 
time , accept from my unworthy band's theſe poore Meditations, 
more high for their ſubjeft,than meane for their 4uthor : herein 
Shimeies curſes ſhall teach you how unable either preatneſſe, or 
innocence 1s to beare off the bluwes of ill tongues; and how baſenes 
ever molds it ſelfe according tothe advantage of times, Achito- 
phels depth compared with bu end (hall ſhew how witleſſe and in- 
ſenſate craft ts, when it ſirives againſt boneſiy; and how juſtly are 
they forſaken of their reaſon, that have abandoned God ; T be 
blood of Ablalom and Sheba proclatme the inevitable rev-nge_ 


of rebellion, which neither in woods nor walls can finde ſafetie_. 


FT 


N oble Patronage. T he world hath taken juſt | 
notice how much the Goſpell ts graced by your 


The late famine of {ſrael for the forgotten violence offered to the 
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| colourable obedience made him paſſe for a great ſubject; yer all that while was his 
heart unſound and trayt2rous.Peace and good ſuccefſe hides many a falſe heart;{(like | 


Contemplations. 
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ds Ith an heavy heart, anda covered head, and a weeping eye, and 
bare feet, is Devid gone away, from Hieruſalem; never did | 
hee with more joy come up to this City ,than now hee left it 

with ſorrow:hew could he do otherwiſe, whom the inſarre- 

tion of his owne Sonne droye our from his houſe, from his 
throne, from the Arke of Gad?and now, when the depth of 
this griefe deſerved nothing but compaſſion, the foule mouth 

of Shimei entertaines Davidwith curſes - There is no ſmall 

cruelty in the picking out of a time for miſchiefe , That word would ſcarce gall at 

one ſcaſon, which at another killeth. The fame ſhaft flying with the winde pierces 

deep,which againſt it,can hardly find ſtrength to ſtick upright. The valour, and ju- 
ftice of children condemns it for 1nje-iouſly cowardly to ſtrike their adverſary whe 

he is once down. Iris the murder of the tongue to inſult upon thoſe, whom God 

hath humbled ,and to draw blood of that backe, which is yer blew from the handof 
the Almighty.If Shime;had nor preſumed upon Davids dejettion,he durſtnor have 

| been thus bold; now he that perhaps durſt not have lookt ar one of thoſe Worthies 

 ſingle,defies them all at once,and doth borh caſt,and ſpeak ſtones againſt David, and 

all bis army.The malice of baſe ſpirits ſomerimes caries them further, than the cou. 

rage of thevaliant. 

Inall the time of Davids proſperity, we heard no newes of Shim; his filence and 


| as the Snow-drift covers an heape of dung) which once melting away,deſcryes the 
rottennes that lay within:Honor and welfare are but flattering glaſſes of mens affe- 
tions-adverfity will not deceive us,but wil make a true report as of our own pow- 


ers,{oof the diſpoſition of athers. | 


rrels,any exceptiensto be taken againſt a man, ler himlook to have them layd | 
in his diſk whenhe fares the hardeſt. This praiſe have wickedmen learnt of their 
maſter,to take the utmoſt advantages of our afflictions ; He that ſuffers had need to 
be double armed,both againit paine,and cenſure. | _ 
| Every word of Shim: wasa (launder; He that tooke Sauls ſpeare from his head, | 


He that ſmiled on David in his throne, curſerh him in hisflight-if there be any | | 
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= Yep” repented rohavebur cur the lap of his gEmnns reprochedas a man of blood: 
The man after Gods owne heart is branded fora man of Belial, He that was ſent for 
fb field$tobe anoinredgs faxed fot dfufurper: If. 2av;d5 hands were ſtrained 
with. 


blood, yetnor of Saals Houſe; It wash is ſervant; norhis maſter thatbled b 


3m-: yet is the blood of the Lords anointed caſt in Davids teeth,by the ſpight ofa 
Ex _ e. Did wenot ſee David(afterall the proofs of his humble 6h rel 
ding, cle blood of that Amalekire,who did but fay he ſhed $as/s?Did wee not heare 
kim ſament paſſionately for the death of ſo ill a maſter, chiding the mountaines of 
Gilboa en which he fel,& angerly wiſhing that no dew might fall where thar bool! 
was pouredout; and charged the daughters of Iſrael to weepe over Saul,who had 
clothed them in ſcarlet ? Did we not heare and ſee him inquiring forany remainder 
of the Houſe of Sawl, that he might ſhew him the kindnefſe of God? Did wenot ſee 
| him honouring lame Mephiboſherh with a princely ſeat athisowne table?Did we nor | 

ſee him reyenging the blood of his rivall 7/hboſheth, upon the heads of Rechab and 
Baanah? What could any living man have done wore to wipe off theſe bloody afper- 
fions ? Yet is not a Shimei afhamed to charge innocent Divid with all the blood of | | 
the Houſe of Sawl. 

How is it likely this clamorous wretch bad ſecretly traduced the name of David, 
all the time of hiv government, that dares thus accuſe him to hisface, before all the 
mighty men of Iſrael, who were witneſſes of the contrary ? The greater the perſon 
is,the more opendo his aQions lie to miſ-interpretation ,and cenſure.Every tongue 
ſpeakes partially according to the intereſt he hath in the caule, or the patient. Iris 
not poſſible thar eminent perſons ſhould be free from impurarions; Innocence can | 6 
| no more protect them,than power. | 
| If the patience of David can digeſt this indignity, his traine cannot; their fingers 
| couldnot bur itch toreturne iron for ſtones. Tf Shimer raile on David, Abiſhairailes | 
on Shimei,Shimet is of Sauls Family, Abifhai of Davids;each ſpeakes for his owne: A-| 
biſhai moſt juſtly bends his tongue againſt Shimet,as Shimei againſt David moſt un- | 
juſtly : Had Shimet been any other then a dog, he hadnever fo rudely barked at an 
harmeleſſe paſſenger,neither conld he deſerye lefſe than the lofſe of that head which 
had uttered ſuch blaſphemies againſt Gods anointed: The zeale of Abiſhai doth but | 
plead for juſtice,and 1s checked;What have 1 to doe with you ye ſonnes of Zerviah? Da- 
vi ſaid not ſo much to his reviler;as to his abertor : He well ſaw that a revenge was 
juſt,bur not ſeaſohable;he found the preſent a fir time to ſuffer wrongs, not to right 
them - he therefore gives way rather meekly to his owne humiliation, then to the 
puniſhmentof another : There are ſeaſons wherein lawfull motions are not fit to be 
| cheriſhed; Anger doth not become a ntourner;One paſſion at once 1s enough for the 
ſoule. Unadviſed zeale may be more prejudiciall,than a coldremitneſſe. 

Whar it che Lord for the corre&ion of his ſervant, have ſaid unto Shimei,Curſe Da- 
via. yet is Shimeies carſeno lefſe worthy of £2biſhares ſword; the ſinne of Shimetes 
curſe was his owne,the ſmart ofthe curſe was Gods; God wils that,as Davids cha- 
ſtiſernenr, which he hates as Shimeres wickedneſſe; thar lewd tongue moved from 
God,it moved lewdly from Satan.Wxcked men arc never the freer from guilt,or pu- 
ni{hment,for that hand whichthe holy God hath in their offenſiveattions; Yet Da- 
vid can ſay, Let him alone, and let him curſe, for #he Lord hath bidden him;, as meaning | F, | 
to give a reaſon of his own pariece;rather than Shimeies impunity: The iſſue ſhewed 
how well David could diſtinguiſh berwixt the a& of God,and of a traitor; how hee 
could both kifſe the rod,and burne it : There can bee none fo ſtrong motive of our 
| meck ſubmiſſion roevils,as the acknowledgement of their orginall, Hethar can ſee 

the hand of God ſtriking himby the hand or tongue ofan enemy,ſhall more awe the | 
firft moverofhis harme, than maligne the inſtrument. Even whiles David laments 
the rebellion of his ſon, he gaines by it;$ makes thar the argument of his patience, 
which was the exerciſe oft. Behold,my ſon which came forth of my bowels ſeeketh my lifez 
how much more now may this Benjamite do it?The wickedneſſe of an ©Abſalom inay rob 
bis father of comfort,bur ſhall helpe to adde to his fathers goodneſſe:It isthe advan-. 
tage of great croſſes, thatthey ſiyallow up the leſſe;one mans fin cannot be Oe by 

anothers, | _ 
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A | anothers,the leffer by the greater;If Abſalom be a traytor,Shimei may not curſe and | 
rebell: Bur the paſſion conceived from the indignity of a ſtranger may be abared by 
the harder meaſure ofour owne; If we can therefore fuffer becauſe we have ſuffered, 
we have profited by our affliction. A weake heart faints with eyery addition of ſuc- 
ceeding trouble; the ſtrong recollects it ſelfe, and is growne fo ſkilfull that it beares 
off one miſchiefe with another. 
It 15 not either the unnaturall infurreCtion of Abſa/om,nor the unjuſt curſes of $h;- 
mer,that can put David quite out of heart ; It may be that the Lord will looke on mine af- 
fliftion,and willrequite goed for ht curſing ths day. So well was David acquainted with 
the proceedings of God, that hee knew cheriſhing was eyer wont tofollow ſtripes; 
after yehement evacuation,cordials;after a darke night, the cleare light of the mor- 
ning:Hope therefore doth not onely uphold,but cheare up his heart,in the midſt of 
his ſorrow; If we can looke beyond the cloud of our affliction,and ſee the Sun-ſhine 
of comfort on the other ſide of it,we cannot be fo diſcouraged with the preſence of 
evil,as heartned with the ifſue;Ason the contrary, [eta man benever ſo merry with- 
In, and ſee paine and miſery waiting for him at the doore, his expe@ation of eyill 
(hall eaſily daunt all the ſenſe of his pleaſure ; the retriburions of temporall favours 
go but by peradventures;(/t may be the Lord will look on mine affliftien;)of eternall,are 
certaine and infallible : If we ſuffer,we ſhall raigne;why ſhould not the afſurance of 
raigning make us triumph in ſuffering ? | 

Davids patience drawes on theinſolence of Sh;mei.Evill natures grow preſumptu- 
ous upon forbearance : In good diſpoſitions, injury unanſwered growes weary of it 
ſelfe,anddyes in a voluntary remorſe;but in thoſe dogged ſtomacks,which are one- 
ly capable of the reſtraints of feare,the filent digeſtionof a former wrong provokes 
a ſecond;Mercy had need tobe guided with wiſdomeleſt it prove cruell to ir ſelfe. 
Oh the baſe minds of inconſtant Time-ſervers ! Stay bur a while,till the wheel be 
a little rurned,you ſhall ſee humble Shim; fall downe on his face before David,in his 
return over Jordan;now his ſubmiſſion ſhall equall his former rudenefſe;hisprayers 
ſhall requite his curſes;his reares make amends for his ftones, Let wot my Lord impute 
zniquitie unto mee ; neither doe thouremember that which thy ſervant did perverſly, the day 
that my Lord the King went ont of Teruſalem, that the King ſhould take it to heart; for thy 
ſervant doth know that I have (inned;Falſe-hearted Shimer,had Abſalom proſpered,thou 
hadft not finned,thou hadſt not repented then hadſt rhou braggedof thine infalta- 
rion over his miſeries,vvhoſe pardon thou now beggeft with teares. The changes of 
worldly minds are thankleſſe, ſince they are neither wrought out of conſcience nor 
love,but oncly by a laviſh feare ofa juſt puniſhment. 

Davidcould ſay no more to teftifie his ſorrow (for his hainous fins againſt God) 
to Nathan.,than Shimei ſaies ofhimſelfe ro David; whereto may be added the advan- 
tage of a voluntary confeſſion in this offender, which in David was extorted by the 
reproofe of a Prophet: yer is Davids confeſſion ſerioufly penitent, Shimezs craftily 
hypocriticall : Thoſe alterarions are juſtly ſuſpe&ed,which are ſhaped according to 
the times and outward occaſions: the true penitent looks onely at God and his ſin, 
and is changed when all other things are themſelves. 

Great offences had need of anſwerable ſatisfations; As Shime; was the onely man 
of the houſe of Benjamin that came forth and curſed David in his flight, fois hee the 
firſt man (even before thoſe of the Houſe of ſeph,though nearer in ſituation) chat 
comes to meet David in his returne with prayers and gratulation:Notorious offen- 
ders may not think to ſir downe with the taſke of ordinary ſervices; The retributi- 
ons of their obedience muſt be proportionable to their crimes. 


AculTOPHEL. 


O ſoone as David heard of Achitophelshand in that conſpiracie,he fals to his 
prayers,0 Lord,1 pray theeturne the connſelof Achitophel into fooliſhneſſe; The; 
knowne wiſedome of his reyolted counſellor made him a dangerous and 
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(ontemplations, 


\great,as the impudency of the manner, When the Prophet Nathan came with that 


dreadfull adyerfary:Great parts miſ-imployed cannot bur prove moſt miſchievous: 
when wickednefſe is armed with wit, andpower, none but a God can defeatir , 

when we are matched with a ſtrong and ſubtile enemy, it is high time {if ever) rg 

be devout; If the bounty of God have thought good to furniſh his creatures with 

powers to warre againſt himſelfe, his wiſedome knowes how to turne the abuſe of 
thoſepowers to the ſhame of the owners,and the glory of rhe giver. 

Oh the policy of this Machiavell of Ifrael,no leſſe deep rhan hell it ſelfe: Go iv tg 
cby fathers concubines, which he hath left to keepe the houſe, and when all Iſrael ſhall heare | 
that thou art abhorred of thy Father, the hands of allthat are with thee ſhall be flrong, The 
frit care muſt be to ſecure the fat16: There can be no ſafety in ſiding with a doubt- 
full rebell:if 45ſalow be a traytor, yer he 15a Son, Nature may returne to it ſelfe, 44. 
{alom may relent, David may remit;zwhere then are we that have helpt topromote 
che conſpiracy? the danger 1s ours, whiles this breach may be peeced; There is no 
way butto ingage Abſalom in ſome further a&,uncapable of forgiveneſſe ; Beſides 
the throne,ler him violate the bed of his Father;untohis treaſon lethim adde an in- 
ceſt,no lefſe unnaturall;now ſhal the world fee that Abſalom neither hopes nor cares 
forthe reconciliation of a father,Our quarrel can neyer have any ſafe end but vico- 
ry ; the hope whereof depends upon the reſolutio of our followers; they cannot be 
reſolute, but upo the unpardonable wickednes of their Leader: Neither can this vil- 
lany be ſhamefull enough,jfir be ſeerer.The cloſeneſle of evill argues feare,or mo- 
deſty;neither of which can beſeeme him that would be a ſuccefſefull rraytor:Set up 
a Tent on the top of the houſe, and let all Iſrael be witnefles of thy fin, and thy Fa- 
thers ſhame: Ordinary crimes are for vulgar oftenders ; Let Abſalom ſin eminently; 
and do thar which may make the world at once to bluſh, and wonder. | 
Who wouldever have thought that Achirophel had lived at Ceurt,ar the Counce!- 


mem 


been no other thEas the Oracle of God to the Religious Court of Iſrael; even whiles 
he was not wiſe enough to be good: Policy and grace are not alwaies lodged under 
one roofe: This man whiles he was one of Davids deep Counſellors,was one of Da- 
vids fooles that faid tm their hearts,7 here & no God; elſe he could not have hoped to 
mai.e good anevill wich worſe, to build the ſucceſſe of treaſon upon inceſt. 
Prophane hearts doe ſocontrive the plots of their wickedneſſe, as if there were 
no over-raling power to croſle their defignes,or torevenge the : He that firs in hea- 
ven laughs tem to ſcorne,and fo far gives way to their fins as their ſins may prove 
plagues unto themſelves. 

| Thefe two Sons of Davidmet with peſtilent counſell; Amer is adviſed to inceſt 
with his Siſter, _4#ſalom is adviſed to inceſt with his Fathers Concubines: That by 
lonadab,this by Achitophcl:Both prevaile. Iris as eaſje atleaſt ro take ill counſell, as 


to give it:Pronenefle to villany in the great,cannort want eyther projecters to deviſe 
or paraſites to execute the moſt odious fins. 


we ad 


houſe. The at 1s done,in the ſight of all Iſrael : The filthineſſe of the ſin was not * 


L 1s. XVI, | 


—C 


table of a David? Who would thinke that mouth had ever ſpoken well? Yethadhe | 


| 
The Tent 1s fpred (leſt it ſhould nor bee conſpicuons enough) on the topef the 


heavy meſlage of reproofe, and menace to David, after his ſin with 5athſheba, hee 
could ſay from God, Behold I will raiſe up evill againſt thee, out of thine owne hoaſe, and 
will take thy Wives before thine eyes,aud give them unto thy neighbour and be ſhah lie with 
thy wives inthe fight of this Sunne : For thou didſt it ſecretly,but I will do thisthing before 
all Iſracl aud before this Sunze. The counſellof Achitophel,and the luſt of Abſalom, 


| aſe th2 worſt of evils,well,and moſt juſtly make the fins of men his executioners! 

It was the fin of Rewbez that he defiled his Fathers bed:yetnort in the ſame height 
of lewdnefſe:whar Reuben did in a yourhfull wantonneſſe, 46/alom didin a malicious 
deſpight: Reuben ſinned wich one, Abſalom with ten; Rewben ſecretly, Abſalom in the 
open eyes of heaven and earth;yer old 7acob could fay of Reuben, Thou ſhalt not excel; 
thy dignity is gone; whiles Achitophel ſayes to Abſalom, Thy dignity (hall ariſe from 1n- 
ceſt;Climbe up to thy Fathers bed,if thoy wilt fit in bs throne; If Achitophel were a poli- 
BE _ _ _ _ rician, 
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have fulfilled che judgement of God. Oh the wiſedome of the Almightie. that can 
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A | tician, /acob was a Prophet; ifthe one ſpake from carnall ſenſe, the other from di- 
| vine revelation. Certainly to fin is not the way to proſ;: er, whatever vaine fooles 


ACHITOPHEL, 


| 


pom "5 themſelves, there is no wiſdome,nor underſtanding,nor counſell againſt 
the Lord. 

After the rebellion is ſecured for continuance,the next care is that ir may end in 
victory;this alſo hath the working head of Achitophel projected. Wir and experience 
told him, that intheſe caſes of aflault, celerity uſes to bring forth the happieſt di{- 
patch: whereas protraCtron is no ſmall advantage to the defendant. Let we (faith he) 
chooſe out now twelve oP ana men,and I will np , and follow after David thi nights and 1 
will come upon him while he is weary and weake-hanaed. No advice could be more perni- 
tious:For,befides the wearinefſe and unreadinefle of David,and hisarmy,the ſpirits 
of that worthy Leader were daunted;and dejected with ſorrow,and offered way to 
the violence of a ſudden affaulr. The field had been halfe won ere any blow ſtricken. 
Achitophel could not have been repured fo wiſe,it he had nor learnd the due propor- 
tion betwixt actions and times: He that obſerverh every wind ſhall never ſow ; but 
he thatobſerves no winde at all,ſhall never reape. 

The likelieſt devices donot alwaies ſucceed; The God that had appointed to eſta- 
bliſh Davids throne,and determined Salomon to his ſucceſſion ,finds meanes to crofle 
the plot of Achitophel by a lefſe probable advice : Haſhat was not ſentbacke for no- 
thing : where God hath in his ſecret will decreedany event,he inclines the wills of 
men to approyethat which may promote his owne purpoſes:Neither had Huſhai ſo' 
deep an head, neither was his counſell ſo ſure, as that of Achitophet, yer his tongue 
(hal refell 1chitophel,and divert CAbſalom: The pretences were fayrer,though the 
grounds were unſound: Firſt,ro ſweeten his oppoſition, he yeelds the praiſe of wil: 
dome to his adverſary in al other counſels,that he may have leave rodeny it in this: 
His very c6tradi&io in the preſent infinuates a generall allowance. Then,he ſuggeſts 
certaine apparant truths concerning Davids valour,and {kill,to give countenance to 
the inferences of his improbabilicies, Laſtly,he cunningly feeds the proud humor of 
Abſalom,in magnifying the power and extentof his commands,and ends in the glo- 
rious boaſts of his fore-promiſed victory; As it 18 with faces,ſo with counſell,that is 
faire that pleaſerh.He that gives theuttrance to words, gives allo their ſpeed : Fa- 


| vour both of ſpeech and men isnot ever according todeſerr, but according tofore- 


ordination: The tongue of Huſh4},and the heart of 4H6bſaloms is guided by a power 
above their owne; Huſhai ſhall therefore prevaile with Abſalom, that the treaſon of 
Abſalom may not preyaile;He that worketh all in all things, ſo diſpoſeth of wicked 
men and ſpirits, that whiles they doe moſt oppole his revealed will, they execute 
his ſecret, and whiles they thinke molt to pleaſe, they overthrow themlelves. 
When Abſalom firſt met Huſhaireturned to Hierufalem, he upbraided him plea- 
ſantly with the ſcoffe of his profeſſed friendſhip to David; 15 tha thy kindneſſe to thy 
friend? Sometimes there is more truth in themonth than inthe heart,more 1n jeſt 
than in earneſt; Huſhai was a friend, his ſtay was his kindnes;and now he hath done 


him with whom he was allowed totemporize)he miſtruſts the approbation of 4bſ«- 
lem;and not daring to pur the life of his Maſter upon ſuch an hazard, he gives charge 
to Zadok and Abiathar ofthis intelligence unto David: we cannot bee too ſuſpicious 
when we have to doe with thoſe that are faithleſſe:We cannot be roo curious ofthe 
ſafry of good Princes. 
Huſhai feares not to deſcry the ſecrets of Abſtloms counſell; to betray a traytor 1s 


Jeruſalem ; their Sons lay purpoſely abroad in the fields;this meſſage that concer- 


—_—— 


En mn. 


| Nz7 | 


that for which he was lefc at Hierufalem difappoinred Achitepel, preſerved David; | 
Neither did his kindneſle to his friend reſt here, but(as one that was juſtly jealous of 


.noother then a commendable work: Zadok and Abiathar are faſt within the gates of} 


ned noleſſethan the life of David,and the whole kingdome of Iſracl,muſt be truſted | 
with a Maid : Sometimes itpleaſerh che wiſdome of God, who hath the vartery of | 
- heaven and earth before him,to ſingle out weak inſtruments for great ſetvice $:41jd 

they ſhall ſerve his turn,as wel as the beſt: Nocounſellor of State could have made | 
this diſpatch more effectually: 1ovethan and 4himan; are ſear, deſcried, purſired,pre- | 
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liverance,8 the confirmation of his kingdom may not make him negle@t the means 


are appointed for the fators of that divine providence;Theatts of God muſt abate 


it now rejectedas ill,only Hſhaies was allowed forbetter-he can live no longer now 
[that he is beaten at his owne weapon: this alone is cauſe enough to ſaddle his Aﬀe, 


phels counſel is turned into fooliſhneſſe : Deſperate Achitophel, whatifthou be nor the 


| chis,to revenge another mans reputation upon thy ſelf? And whiles thou ſtriveſt for 


—_—— 
... Teas AK 


— —— 


vid heares fafely of his danger,and prevents It : and though weary with travell.and 
laden with ſorrow, he muſt ſpend the night 1n his remove.Gods promiſes of his de. 


of his ſafety -Ifhe be faithfull,we may not be careleſſe; ſince our diligence and care 


nothing of ours;rather muſt we labour,by doing that which he requireth,to further 
that which he decreeth. .. 

There are thoſe that have great wits for the publike,none for themſelves: Such 
was Achitopel, who whiles he had powers to governe a Stare, could not tell how to 
rule his owne paſſions : Neyer till now doe we find hiscounſell balked,neither was 


and togo home and put the halter about his own necke. Pride cauſes men both to 
miſ-interpret diſgraces,and toover-rate them: Now 1s Davzas prayer heard, 4chito- 


wiſeſt manof al IſraelEven thoſe rhat have notattained tothe higheſt pitch of wiſ. 
dome; have found contentmentin a mediocrity :what if thy counſell were deſpiſed? 
Awiſe mian knows to live happily in ſpight ef an unjuſt contempt: whar madnes is 


the higheſt roome of wiſdome,to run into the grofſeſt extremity of folly > World- 
ly wiſdome is no protection from ſhame and ruine. How eaſily may a man, though 
naturally wiſe,be made weary of life? A little paine,a little ſhame a lirtle loſſe,a ſmal 
affront can ſoone rob a manofall comfort, and cauſe his owne hands to rob him of | 
himſelfe : If there be not higher reſpects then the world can yee!ld,to maintaine us 
in being,it ſhould be a miracle if indignation did not kil more then diſeaſe:now,thar 


Godby whoſe appointment welive here,for his moſt wiſe and holy purpoſes, hath 


found meanes to make life ſweet and death terrible. 
What a mixturedo we find here of wiſdome and madnefle? 4chirophel will needs: 
hang himſelfe, there is madnefſe;He will yet ſer his houſe in order; there-1san ad of 


der, ſhould be ſo madas to hang himſelfe> That he ſhould be carefull to order his 
nouſe,who regarded not to order his impotent pafſions? That he ſhould care for his 


wiſdome: And could it be poflible that he,who was ſo wiſe as to ſer his houſe inor-| 


L1s. T1 | 
ſerved:The fidelity of a Maid inſtrudted them in their meſſage,the ſurtlery ofa TIT 
| man ſaved their lives. Ar the Wellof Rogel they received their meſſage, in the Wel! 
of Baharim was their life ſaved:The ſudde wit of a woman hath choked the mouth 


of her Well with dryed corne, that it might not bewray the meſſengers:& now DA. 


ED ICED CC en eee ei m—_——_— 


To 


CC NE r——w—_ - - ® --- 


houſe,who cared not for either body or ſoule? How vaine it is for a manto be wiſe, 
1f he be not wiſe in God ? How prepoſterous are the cares of idle worldlings, that 
Prefer all other things to themſelves, and whiles they looke at what they have in 
their cofers, forget what they have in their breaſts. 


—uw 


The death of Abſalom. 


He ſame God that raiſed enmity to David from his owne loynes,procu- 
2 red him favour from forainers; Strangers ſhall relieve him, whom his 


houſheld of faith ſhall wantmaintenance. 


pI Own fon perſecutes , Here is nota lofle, but an exchange of love : Had 

&.2 Abſalom been a ſon of Ammon, and Shobi a ſon of David, David had 
found no cauſe of complaint - If God take with one hand, he gives with 
another: whiles that divine bounty ſervesns in, good mear, though not inour owne 
| diſhes,we have good reaſon tobe thankfull.No ſooner is David come to Mehanaim, 
then Br7Uai, Machir,and Shobi refreſh him with proviſios. Whoever faw any child 
of God left utterly deſtiture? Whoſoever be the meſſenger of our aide, we know 
whence he comes ; Heaven ſhall wantpower, and earth meanes, before any of the 


He that formerly was forced to imploy his armes for his defence againſt a tyran- 
| nous | 


| 
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nous farher in law,maſt now buckle them on againſt anungaturali ſon:Now there-. 


A 


| 


{ the gracelefſe darling of ſo geqd a father ;/ andall this for my fake, whoſe Crowne, 


The death of Abſalom. 


and, ſince their loyall impoxtunity will not allow-the hazard ofhis,perſon, heat| 
once O_ themby his eye, and reſtraines them with his rongae, Deale gently 
wAb he young 
ofa tarher?Ohaly Davis,whar meanes this 1]-placed love,this unjuſt mercy? Deale| 


gently with a Traytor? burt.of all traytors/with a (on? ofall Sons withan-CAbſalon, 


fore he muſters his men, and ordaines his Commandexs, ;and marſballs his troupes| 


whoſe blood he hunts after? For whoſe fake ſhould Abſalom be purſued, if he muſt be 
torborne for thine?He was ſtill courteons tothy followers,affable ro ſurors, plauſible | 
co all Iſrael, only to thee he 1s cruell; Wherefore are thoſe armes if the cauſe of the 
quarrell muſt be a motive of mercy? Yet thou ſayeſt, Deale gently withihe young may 


| Abſalom, for my ſake:Even in the holieſt Parencs,nature may be guilty of an injurious 
tendernefſe,of a bloody indulgence. F 


| rage could any Iſraclite draw his{ivord againſt a Davi4? or on the other fide, who 
| can want courage to fightfor a righteous Soveraigne,and father, againſt the conſpi- 
| racy of a wicked ſon ? The God of Hoſts, with whom it 1$all one to fave with many 
| or with few,takes part with juſtice,and lets Iſracl feele what it is ro beare armes for 


| many periſhed. What vertue or merits can afſure the hearts of the vulgar, when ſo 


| ringleader ofthis hatefall inſurre&tio; and will at once ſerve for his hangman & gal- 
| lowes;by one of thoſe ſpreading armes ſnatching him away to ſpeedy executis. 46- 


tors, for his mnrderers;and,cyen whiles they were at once ſcorning and killing him, | 
could {ay, Father forgive them, for they know not what they do? If wee be ſonnes, wee 
are ungracious, 'we are rebellious, yet ſtill is our heavenly Father thus compallio- 
nately regardfull ofus :3D &vid was not ſure of his ſuceeſſe ; there was great ine- 
quality in the number; Abſaloms forces were more then double to his; It mighthave | 
come to the contrary iſſue,that David{hould have beene forced to ſay, Deale gently 
withthe Father of Abſalom; but, in a ſnippoſition of that victory, which onely the 
goodneſſe of his cauſe bade him hope for , - hee ſaith , Deale gently with the youna 
man Abſalow.As for us,we arenever but under mercy; qur God needs no adyantages 
ro:fweepe us from the carth,' any moment; yet he continues that life, and thoſe 
pewers to us, 'whereby wee provoke him, and bids his Angels dealekindely with 
us, and beare us in their armes, wheles wee lift up our hands, and bend our tongues 
againſt Heaven. . O mercy,paſt the comprehenſion of all finice ſpirits, and onely 
to be conceived by him whoſe it 1s : never more reſembled by any earthly affection 
then by this of his Deputy and Type, Deale gently with the young man Abſalom, for my 
ake. | tro 
fe The battle is joyned; Davids followers are but an handfull ro Abſalows. How eaſj- 
ly may the fickle multitude be tranſported to the wrong ſide? Whar they wanred 
inabectors,is ſupplied in the cauſe. Unnaturall ambition drawes the ſword of 46ſa- 
low: D avids,a neceflary and a juſt defence, They that in ſimplicity of heart followed 
Abſalom, cannot in malice of heart, perſecute the father of Abſa/om : with what cou- 


| 


a traiterous Uſarper. The ſword devoures twenty thouſand of the,andthe wood de- 
vours more then the ſword; It muſt needs bea very univerſall rebellion, wherein fo 


gracious a Prince finds ſo many revolters? Let no man look to proſper by rebellion; 
the very thickets,and ſtakes,and pits,% wild beaſts of the wood ſhall conſpire tothe 
puniſhment of traytors; Among{(t the reſt, ſee how a fara]l Oke hath ſingled our the 


ſalom was comely, andhe knew it well enough ; His haire was no ſmall peece of his 
beauty,nor matrer of his pride: It was his wont to cut it once a yeere; not for that it 
was too long,but too heavy;his heart could have borne ir longer,it his neck had nor 
complained;And now the juſtice of God hath plattedan halter of thoſe locks: Thoſe 
treſſes had formerly hang'd looſely diſhelved onhis ſhoulders,now he hangs by the; 
He had wont to weigh his haire, & was proud to find it ſo heavy, now his haire poi- 
ſeth the weight of his body,and makes his burden his torment:It is no marvell if his 


wn A bſalow, for wy ſake: How unreaſonably favourable are the wars| 


Or whether ſhall we not rather thinke this was done in type of that unmeaſura- | 
ble mercy of the true Kang; and redeemer of Iſrael, who prayed for his perſecus | 
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owne haire rurn'd traytor to'tiim, who durſt riſe up «; 7 his father. z That pre. © 
which is miſuſed by manrofin;iscomrhenly imployedby Godtorevenge;The re. 
'venſe chat ir wotkerh for God;miakes dttſendsfor the offefice, wheretoItis drawne 
| againſt God, The very beaſt whereon Abſali: far, as wear) to beare ſounnaturall a 
:barden;refignes ovet his l16ad to the tree of Juſtices There angs Abſalom betweene 
'hbaven andearth, as ofie.char was hated arid abandonedbothof earthand heayen: 
' As if God rheanrt to preſcribe this punifliment for Trayrors, 46ſalow Achitophel and 
Tallis dye all one-death7So lerchem petiſk that darelifrup their hand apainſt Gods 
 Ahointed; !. JA Goin fd -217] f LO NL IG TX DJTECINUIOD WO yt, 
 -|'The honeſt ſouldier ſees #6ſalom hanging in the Oke,and dares nor couch him;his 
hands were held with the charge of David, Beware that wont rowrh the young may Abſa- 
| for; To«b,upon that intelligence, ſees himzand ſmires him, with nolefſe then three | 
' darts. What the ſouldier forbore in obedience, the Capraine doth n zeale:not fear- | 
 ingto prefer his Soveraignes ſafety,to his commandzand more tendring the.life ofa 
King;and peace of his Country, than the weake afte@ion' ofa father; I dare nov fir 
Judge berwixt this zeale and that obedience, betwixr the Capraine bc the Souldier, 
the one was agood ſubject,the other a good Patriot: the one loved the King, the 0+ 
ther loved David:and ont of lovediſobeyed;the one.meant as wel as the other ſped: 
As if God meant to fulfill the charge of his'Anointed,withour atiy blame of his ſub- 
jets, it pleaſed him ro execute that immediate revenge up6 the:rebell, which would 
have diſpatcht him without hand,or dart:only the Mule &' the Oke c6fpired to this 
executio; but that death would have required more leaftire,then it was ſafe for Iſra- 
el to.give; and ſtill life would give hope of reſcue: to cur off all feares, 7oab lends the |; 
Okethree darts tohelp forward ſo needfulla worke pi OI : All frael did not af- 
ford ſo firme a friend to Abſalom, as 10ab had'beene;' who bur 70ab had fuborned the 
witty widdow of Tekoah,to ſue for the' recalling of ©1bſalom,, from his three yetres 
exile? Who but he went to fetch him from Gefh»r to Jeruſalem? Wha bur he fercht 
\ him from his houſe at Jeruſalem(whereto he had beenerwo yeeres confined)ts the 
face,to the lips of David:Yet now he that was his ſollicitorifor the Kings favor,ishis 
executioner againſt the Kings charge: With honeſt hearts all reſpeCtseither of blood 
or friendſhip ceaſe in the caſe of Treaſon ,* well hath 7oab forgotten himſelte robe 
L friendto him who had forgotten himſelfe to be a ſonne. Even civilly, the King 1s 
our common father,our Country our common mother;Nature hath no private re- 
lations which ſhould not gladly give place to theſe.Heis neither father,nor ſon,not 
brother,nor friend, that conſpires againſt the common parent : Well doth he who 
ſpake parables for his Maſters ſon,now ſpeake darts to his Kings enemy; and pierces 
that heart which wasfalſe to ſo great a father: Thoſe darts are ſeconded by 1oabs fol. 
lowers;each man tries his weapon upon ſo faire a marke. One death is not enough 
for Abſalom:he is at once hanged,ſhot;mangled,ſtoned : Juſtly was he lifr up to the 
Oke, who had life up himſclfe againſt his father,and Soveraigne;Juſtly is he pierced 
with darts, whohad pierced his fathers heart with ſo many ſorrowes; Juſtly is he 
mangled,who hathdiſmembred and dividedall Iſrael; Juſtly is he ſtoned, who hath 
not only curſed, bur purſned his owne parent. [+2 Tae TI nl 
| Now 7946 ſounds the rerrait; andcals off his eager troupes from execution; howe- 
ver he knew what his rebellious Couritry men had deſerved in following an A6ſals: 
Wiſe Comanders know how to put a difference betwixr the heads, of a faftion, and 
the nuſ-guided multitude;$8e'can pity the one, whiles they take revege on the other. 
So did Abſalomeſteeme himſelfe, thar hee thought ie wonldbee a' wrong to the 
world,to want the metnoriall of ſo-goodly a perſon:God had denied him ſons; How 
juſt it was that he ſhould want a ſon, who had robdhis father.of a ſon, who would 
nave robd himſelfe ofa father;his fatherofa Kingdome? It had been pity ſo poylo- 
nous a plant ſhould have been fruitfall; His pride ſhall ſupply nature,he reares up 2 
ſtately pillar in the Kings dale, andcalls it by hisowne name, that he might live in 
| dead ſtones, who could not ſurvive in living iſſue:and now, behold this curious pile 
| ends in a rude heap, which ſpeaks no language but the ſhame of that carcaſſe which 
| 16-COVETS'? Heare this ye glorious fooles, that cate not to perpetuate any Inemory of 
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L I B.X V [; 'F be death of Abſalom. | 1131 | J Wl | : | 
A\ yourſelves tothe world,bur of ill deſerving greatneſle.che beſt of this affeQation is == Wt. © 
vanity;the worſt, infamy and diſhonour ; whereas the.memoriall ofthe juſt ſhall bee | i RINEE -4 
bleſſed;and ifhis humility ſhall refuſe an Epitaph, andchuſe to hide himſelfe under \ %-08NE + 
| the bare earth,God himſelfe ſhall ingrave hisname upon the pillar of eternity. - WR 3 
| There now lyes 4#ſalom in the pit, under a thouſand grave-ſtones, 'in every of 1 1x 0008: 
which 1s written his everlaſting reproach - well mighr this heap over-live tha pil. © 1 nE-.- 
lar,for when that ceaſed to be a pillar it began to be an heap, neither willit ceaſe to Ws: | 
be a monument of Abſaloms ſhame, whiles there are ftones to be found upanearth: CE 
Evenart this day very Pagans and Pilgrims that paſſe that way eaſt each man a ſtone TI : 
{ unto that heape, and are wont toſay in a ſolemne execration, Curſed be the paricide - (0 
Abſalom, and curſed be all unjuſt perſecutors of their parents, for ever : Faſten your eyes Wn 
B | upon this wofull ſpectacle, O all yee rebellious and ungracious children, w<* riſe up *Þ 281008 
againſt the loynes and thighs from which yee fell: and know that it is the leaſt part | {EY 
of your puniſhment,that your carcaſſes rot in the earth,and your name in ignominy: ene 1 3 
theſe do bur ſhaddow out thoſe eternall ſafferings,of your {oules,for your foule and « þ 1 TE © 
unnaturall diſobedience. | WE 01 
Abſalom is dead;who ſhall report it to his Father? Surely 70ab was not ſo much a- 1: 6b 
fraid of the faQ,as of the meſſage : There are bulie ſpirits that love to cary newes, | © > TRE 
though thanklefſe, chough purpoſcleſſe : ſuch as 4h:mas;, the ſonof Zadock, who Ih NP 
importunately thruſt himſelfe into this ſervice: wiſe 10ab,who wellſaw, how unwel- | \ ER 
come tydings muſt be the burthen of the firſt poſt, difſwades him in vaine : he knew | {LI 
David too well, to imploy a friend ro that errand. An Erhiopian ſervant was a fitter | 1 OR 
C | bearer of ſucha meſſage,then the ſon of the Prieſt. The entertainmer of the perſon BY 12 
doth ſo follow the quality of the news, that David could argue a far off, He « a good \. (8 
man,he commeth with goodtidings. | Oh how welcome deſerve thoſe meſſengers to be | / 1 ON 0s 
| | That bring us the glad rydings of falyation,that afſare us of the foyle of all ſpirituall | 1 
enemies, and tell us of nothing but yicories, and Crownes, and Kingdomes; If we | > 0G 
thinke not their feet beautifull, our hearts are foule with infidelity, and ſecur 0-11 
worldlinefle. | irc, | |, ORs 
So wiſe is Ahimaaz grown by Teabs intimation, that though he ont-went C«ſh/ in {11h NE 8 
his pace, he ſuffers Cuſhicoout-go him in his tale, cunningly ſuppreſſing that parr, | | 1121 RE 
which he knew mult be both neceſſarily delivered, and unpleaſingly received. : - | Wn} 
As our care is wont to be where our love is; Davids firſt word is not, how fares the | 140 PR 2 
D | Hoſt,but bow fares the young man Abſalom : Like a wile and faithfull meſſenger, Cuſhr 4 4 AT 
anſwers by an honeſt inſinuatio,The exemies of my Lord the King & all that riſe againſt AMI" 
thee to dothee hurt, be as that young man ts; implying both what was done, and, why | (lk OY 
David fhould approve ir being done; How 1s the good King thunder-ſtrooke, with OR” 
that word of his Black- more? who, as if he were ar once bereaved of all comfort,and Fi RNS 
cared not to live, bur inthe name of 4bſalsz, goes and weepes and cryes out,0 my TORR 0Tp 0 
ſon Abſalom,my ſon, my ſon Abſalom,Would God I had dyed for thee 5, O Abſalom wy ſon,:, > 
my ſov, Whatis this we heare? that he whoſe life Iſrael valued at ten thotifand of | EIN 
theirs.ſhould be exchanged w:th a traytors? that a good King whoſe life was ſought; | [8 26198 
ſhould wiſh to lay it down for the preſeryation of his murtherer? The beſt men have ve, 1 8h 
not wont to bee the leaſt paſſlonares Bur what ſhall we ſay to that love of thine, O 13k [th ka 
Saviour,who haſt ſaid of us wretched traytors, not, Would God I had dyed for you; But | TAK" 
I will dye,I doe dye,I have dyed for you;Oh love, like thy ſelfe,infinite, incompre- | | Og 5 4/44 
henſible,whereat the Angels of Heaven ſtand yer amazed;wherewith chy Saints are | 2 MAPAIN 
raviſhed, Terne away thineeges from me, for they overcome me;Oh thou that dwelleſt | | 13 Me 
| in the Gardens,the companions hearken to thy voyce:cauſe us to heare it; that wee | | - (1 [FONG 
| may in our meaſure anſwer thy love.and enjoy it for ever. . | | 4.10 : || 
| dh T12 iG £ |  RLARY, 
, Ccccc 2 | Shebaes | | 101085 Þ 
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Shebaes Rebellion, © 


T was the doome which God paſſed upon the man after his owne heare 
JT by the mouth of Nthex ; that the ſword ſhould neyer depart from his 
houſe, for the blood of Yr14 : After that wound healed by remiſſion, yet 
tz> this ſcarre remaines ; Abſalom is no ſooner caſt down into the Pit, then 
Sheba the ſon of Bichriis up in armes ; If David be nor plagued, yer he ſhall be cor- 
rected; Firſt by the rod of a Sonne, then of a ſubject:He had lift up his handagainſt 
a faithfull ſabje&;now a faithleſſe dares to lift ap his hand agaimſt him. Malice like 
ſome hereditary ſicknefſe runs in a blood : Saul and Shimei, and Sheba were allof an 
houſe : Thar ancient grudge was not yerdead : The fire of the houſe of ſemini was 
bur raked up, never throughly out; and now, that which did but ſmoake in Shime;, 
flames in Sheba: Although even through this chaſtiſementtt 13not hard to diſcerne a 
Type of that perperuall ſucceſſion of enmity, which ſhouldbe raiſed againſt the true 
King of Iſracl.O Son of David,when didft thou ever want enemies?How wert thou 
deſigned by thine erernall Father, for a ſigne that ſhould be ſpoken againſt?How did 
the Gentiles rage, andthe people imagine vain things? The Kings of the earth affem- 
bled, and the Rulers came regether againſt thee? Yea,how dothe ſubjes of thine 
owne kingdome daily conſpire againſt chee?Even now whiles thou enjoyeſt peace, 
and glory at thy fathers right hand,es ſoone ſhalt thou wane friends, as encmies up- 
on earth. 

No eye of any traytor could eſpie a juſt quarrell in the government of Dovid,yet 
Sheba blowes the trumpet of rebellion;and whiles Ifracl and Judah are ftriving who 
ſhould have the greateſt part in their re-eſtabliſhed Soveraigne, he fticks not to fay, 
We have no part in David, neither have we inheritance inthe ſon of 1ſhai;, and whiles he 
ſayes, Every man to hi tents O Iſrael, hee cals every manto his owne; So in proclai- 
ming - liberty from a juſt and loyall ſubjeQion, he invites Iſrael ro the bondage of 
an Utſurper. b 

That a lewd Confpirator ſhould breathe Treaſon it is no wonder; bur 1s 1tnot 
wonder and ſhame, thatupon every murinous blaſt, Iſrael ſhould turne Traytor to 
Gods anointed? It was their late expoſtularion with D avid, why theirbrerhren the 
men of Judah ſhould have ſtolne him from them;now might David more juſtly ex- 
poſtulate,why arebell of their brethren ſhould have ſtolne them from him: As no- 
thing is moreunſtable thenthe multitude, ſo nothing is more ſibje& to diſtaſtes, 
then Soveraignty:for as weak minds ſeek pleaſure in change: ſo every light conceit 
of irritation ſeemes ſufficient colour of change : Such as the falſe diſpofitiens of the 
vulgar are, love cannot be ſecurity enough for Princes, without the awfulnefſe of 
power; Whathold can there be of popularity, when the fame hands that even-now 
fought for David to be alltheirs, now fight againſt him,ynderthe ſon of Bichri, 45 
none of theirs? As Bees whe they are once up ina ſwarme,are ready to lighe upon c- 
very bow,ſo the Iſraelites, being ſtirred by thelate comorion of 4bſaler, are apt to 
follow every Sheba: It is unſafe for any State, that the multitude ſhonld once know 
the way to aninſurreAion;the leaſt track in this kind is eafily made a path.Yer,if 11- 
rael rebell,Judah continues faithful;neirher ſhallthe ſon-of Davideyer he left deſti- 
rute of ſome true ſubjeQs inthe worſt of Apoſtafies:He thar could c6mand al hearts, 
will ever be followed by ſome;God had rather glorific himſelfe by a remnant. 

Great Commanders muſt have ative Ys = Et isnotſo raken up with the 
embroiled affaires of his ftate;as not to intend domeſtickjuſtice:His ten concubines, 
which were ſhameleſly defiled by his inceſtuous ſon.are condemned to ward, and Wi- 
dowhood.Had nor that conſtupration been partly violent,their puniſhment had not 
been ſo eafie,hadit notalſo been partly voluntary,they had not been ſo much puni- 
ſhed:But how much ſoeyer-the a& did partake of either force,or will, juſtly are they 
ſequeſtred from Davids bed: Abſalom was not more unnaturall in his rebellis,then in 


As. tte. th. 


| his laſt: If now David ſhould have returned to his own bed,he had ſeconded the i 4 
Ce celt 2. 
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Al ceſt : How much more worthy of ſeparation are they,who have ſtayned the mari- 
age bed with their wiltull fin? 

Amaſa was one of the witneſſes,andabettors of Abſaloms filthinelſe, yet is he (out 
of policyJreceived to fayour andimployment, whiles the concubines ſiffer : Grear 
men yeeldmany times tothoſethings,our of reaſos of Stare,whichif they were pri- 
vare perſons conld not be cafily.pur over : Ir is noſinall wiſdome to ingage a new 
reconciled friend , that he may be confirmed by his owne a& : Therefore is Amaſa 
comanded to leavie the forces of Judah: 1oab after many great merits and atchieye- 
ments lies raſting in neglect:he that was fo intire with Davidas to be of his connſel] 
for Yriahs blood; and fo firme to Davidas to lead all his battels againſt the houſe of 
Saul,the Ammonites,the Aramites, Abſalom; is now caſhierd,8 muſt yeeld his place 
to a ſtranger,late anenemy: Vho knowes not that this ſonof Zerviah had ſhed the 
blood of war in peace?But ifthe blood of 46ſalomhad notbin louder then the blood 
of Abyer,I feare this change had not been, Now 1046 ſmarteth fora loyall diſobedi- 
ence;How ſlippery are the ſtations of earthly honors,and ſubie& to continual mura- 
bility? Happy are they who are in fayour with him,in whom there is no ſhadow of 
change. | 

Where men are comonly moſt ambitious to pleaſe with their firſt imployments, 
Amaſa ſlackens his pace; The leaſt delay in matters of rebellion is perillous, may be 
irrecoverable; The ſons of Zervi4h are not ſullen, 46iſhat is ſenr,7oab goes unſent to 
the purſuit of Sheba. Ameſa was in their way;whom no quarrell but their envy had 
made of a brother an enemy: Had the heart of Ameſe beene privy to any cauſe of 
grudg,he had ſuſpeCted the Kiſſe of 1946; now his innocent eyes look to the lips,not 
to the hand ofhis ſecret enemy: The lips were ſmooth, 478 thou in health my brother? 
the hand was bloody,which fmnote him under the fift rib; That unhappy band knew 
wel this way unto death;which with one wound hath ler out the ſoules of cwogreat 
Captaines, Aber and Amaſe; both they were ſmitten by 1946, both under the fitt 
ribbe, both under apretence of friendſhip. There is no enmity fo dangerous as 
that which comes maſked with love ; Open hoſtility calsus to our guard;bur there 
is no fence againſt a truſted trecherie : Wee need not be bidden to avoid an ene- 
my, but who would runne away froma friend ? Thus (piritaally deales the world 
with our ſoules; it kifles us,and ſtabs us at once : If it did not embrace us with one 
hand.it could not murther us with the other; Only,God,deliver us from the danger 
of our truſt,and we ſhall be ſafe. 

toab is gone, and leaves Amaſe wallowing in blood; That ſpeRtacle cannot bur 
ſtay all paſſengers : The death of great perſons drawes ever many eyes - Each man 
fayes, Is not this my Lord Amaſa? Wherefore do we goto fight, whiles our General] 
lyes in the duſt? What a ſadpreſage is this of our own miſcariage; The wit of 1oabs 
followers hath therefore ſoone both removed {miſs out of the way, and covered 
him,not regarding ſo much the loſſe,as the eye-ſore of Iſrael. Thus wicked Politicks 
carenot ſo much for the commiſſion of villany.,as for the notice:Smothered evilsare 
as not done; If oppreſſions,if murder,iftreaſons may be hid from view,the obdured 
heart of the offender complaines notof remorſe. 
| Bloody 1e4b,with whar face, with what heart canſt thou purſue a Traj tor to thy | 
King, whiles thy ſelfe art ſo fuulea Traytor to thy friend,to thy cozen german,and 
(in ſo unſeaſonable a ſlaughter)ro thy Soveraigne, whoſe cauſe rhou profeſſeſt ro re- 
venge? If Amaſ, were now,in an ad of loyalty, juſtly (on Gods part) payd for the 
arerages of his late rebellion,yet that ic ſhould be done by thy hand,then and thus, | 
it was flagitioufly cruel] : Yet, behold Joab runs away ſecurely with the fatt,haſting 
to plague that in another,whereof himſelfe was no lefſe guilty; So vaſt are the gor- 
ges of ſome conſciences; that they cap ſwallow the greateſt crimes, and finde no 
ſtrainein the paſſage. : 

Ic is poſſible for a man tobe fairhful to ſomeone perſon, 8 pertidious to al others; 
1 donot find 7o4b other then firme and loyal ro David,in the mid(t of al his private | 
Alſhoods,whoſe juft quarrel he purſues againſt Sheb4,through al the Tribes of Iſra: 
el. None of all the ſtrong Forts of gh” Iſrael can hide the Rebell from the zeale 
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| with a ſiege begins to worke upon the wall;and now, after long chaſe,is in hand to 


] the ſuſpitionof an intended vaſtation? How fearefull ſhall rheir anſwer be,who up- 


Contemplations,' 


ofhis revenge:The City of Abe} lends harbour to thar conſpirator:whom all Iſtael} þ 


would,and cannot protect.loab caſts up a Mount againſt it, and having invironed je | 


dig our that Vermine, which had carthedhimſeltein this boroughof Bethmazcha. 
Had not the City beenſtrong and populeus,Shebe had not caſt himſelfe for ſuccour 
within thoſe wals;yer ofal the inhabitants,] ſee not any one man move for the pre. 
ſcryation of their whole body - Only a woman undertakes to treat with Job for 
their ſafery : Theſe men whoſe ſpirits were great enough to maintaine a Traytor a- 
pajaſt a mighty King,ſcornenorto give way to the wiſdome ofa Matron; There is 
no reaſon thar ſexe ſhould diſparage, where the vertue & merit 1s no lefle than maſ. 
culine : Surely the ſoule acknowledgeth no ſexe, neither is varied according to the 


outward frame ; How oft have we known female hearts 1n the breafts of Men,ang | g 


contrartly manly powers in the weaker veſſels ? It is injurious to meaſure the a&t by | 
the perſon,and not rather toeſteeme the perſon for the a. jont t 

She,with nolefſe prudence than courage challengeth Teab for the violence of his 
aſſault; and layes ro him that law which he could nor be an Ifraclite & difavow; the 
Law of the God of peace,whoſe charge it was,that when they ſhould came neere to 
a City to fight againſt ir,they ſhould offer it peace; & if this tender muſt be made to 
forainers,how much more ro brethre?So as they muſt inquire of Abel,ere they bar- 
teredic - Waris the extreame atof vindicative juſtice;neither doth Godeyer ap. 
prove it for any other then adiſperate remedy, and if it have any other end then 
peacc, it rurnes into publike murder. It is therefore an inhumane cruelty to ſhed 
blood,where we have not profered faire conditions of peace: The refuſall whereof 
1s juſtly puniſhed with the (wordof revenge. $2 

Toab was a man of blood, yet when the wiſe woman of Abel charged him with 
going about to deſtroy a mother in Iſrael; and ſwallowing up the inheritance of the 
Lord,with what vehemency doth he deprecate that challenge, God forbid, God for- 
bid it me that I ſhoulddewoure,or deſtroy it; Although that City with the reſt hadinga- 
ged ir ſelfe in Shebaes ſedition, yet how zealouſly doth 194b remove from himſelte 


x 


on the quarrell of their own ambition have not ſpared to wafte whole Tribes of the 
Lfraclof God?It was not the faſhis of Davids Captaines to afſault any City ere they 
ſummond it ; here they did - There be ſome things that in the very fa& cary their 
own conviction. So did Avel in the entertaining,and abetring a known conſpirator; 
Ioab challenges them for the offence, & requires no other ſarisfattion then the head 
of Sheba : This Matron had nor deſerved the name of Wiſe, and faithfull in Iſrael,if 
ſhe had not both apprehended the juſticeof the condirion,and commended it toher 
Citizens,whom ſhe hath eaſily perſwaded to ſpare their own heads, in not ſparing a 
Traytors : Ic had beenpiry thoſe wals ſhould have ftood if they had been too hye 
to throw a Traytors head over. 

Spiritually,the caſe is oars:Every mans breſt is as a City incloſed +: Every fin isa 
Traitor,that lurks withinthoſe wals:God cals to us for Shebaes head;neither hath he 
any quarrell ro our perſon, bur for our fin - If we love the head of our Traytor, #- 
bove the life of our Soule,we ſhal juſtly-periſh in the vengeance: we cinor be more 
willing to part with our ſin, than our mercifull God is to withdraw his judgements. 
; Now is 746 returned with ſacceſfe,and hopes by Shebaes head to pay theprice of 
Amaſacs blood: David hares the murder,entertains the man,defers.the reyenge;1oab 
had made himſelfe ſo great, ſo neceſſary, that David may neither miſſe nor puniſh 
him-Policy led the King to connive at that which his heart abhorred:I dare not c6- 
mend that wiſdom which holds the handsof Princes from doing Juſtice.Great men 
navecyer held ita pointof worldly ſtate,not alwaiesto pay where they have been 
confcious to a debt ofeither,favour,or puniſhment; butto make Time their ſervant 
for both: Salomon ſhal once defray the arrerages of his father:In the meane time 704b 
commands and proſyers; and David is faine to ſmile on that face, whereon he hath 


L1Bv.XVY1, | 


| 


in his ſecret deſtination written the charaters of Death, be 
: 4 « » ' | T G 


| 


3 T3 4 VI. . T be (7ibeonites revenged : 


The (7ibeonites revenged. 


Ee Ed EF raigne of David was moſt troubleſome towards the ſhuttin 
OW KEW wherein both warre and famine conſpire to afflict him : Almoſt 
A; cn yeares had he ſate in the throne of Iſrael, with coperency, ifnor 


AJ 


g Up; 
forty 


abun- 
danceof althings;now at laſtare his people viſited with a long dearth; 


we are not at firſt ſenſible of common evils: Three yeeres drought and 

ſcarcity are gone over ere David conſults with God, concerning the occaſion of the 

judgment,now he found it high time to ſeek the face of the Lord; The continuance 

of an affliction ſends us to God $ cals upon us to aſk for a reckoning; whereas like 

| men ſtrucken in their ſleepe,a ſadden blow cannot make us to finde our ſelyes; but 
rather aſtoniſheth,then teacherh vs. - Pre | 

David was himſelta Prophetof God,yet had not the Lord allthis while acquain- 
ted him with the grounds of his proceedinps againft Iſrael; this ſecrer was hid from 
him, 'till he conſulted withthe Urimz Ordinary meancs ſhall reveale that to him, 
which no viſion had deſcried:And if God will have Prophets to have recourſe unto 
the Prietts,for the notice of his will;how much more muſt the people? Even thoſe 
that are inwardeſt with God muſt have uſe of the Ephod. 

Juſftly it is preſuppoſed by David tharthere was never judgment from God,where 
hath not been a provocation fro men; thcrefore when he ſees the plague,he inquires 
for the ſin. Never man ſmarted cauſeleſly from the hand of divine juſtice; Oh tha | 
when we ſaffer,we could afke what we have done, and could guide our repentance 
to the roote of our evils. - | | | 

That God whoſe counſels are ſecrer,even where his actions are open, will not be 
cloſe to his Prophet,co his Prieſt:without 1nquiry we ſhall know nothing; upon in- 
quiry nothing ſhall be concealed from us that is fit for us to know. 7} 
Who can chooſe but wonder at once,both at Davids ſhckneſle in conſulting with 
God,and Gods ſpeed in anſwering follow a demand? He that ſo well knew the wa 
\ fo Gods Oracle,ſuffers Iſrael to be three -yeares pinched with famine, ere hee aſkes 
why they ſuffer;Even the beſt hearts may be overtake withdulneſſe in holy duties; | 
Bur ohthe marvellous mercy of God, that takes not the advatage ofour weaknefles. | 
Davids queſtionis not more ſlow,then his anſwer is ſpeedy,1t is for Saul, and for his 
bleody houſe becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites, Iſrael was fall of ſins, beſides thoſe of Sawls 
houſe; Sa#/s houſe was full of fins, beſides thoſe of blood: Much blood was ſhed by } 
, them;beſides that ofthe Gibeonites , yer the juſtice of God lingles out this one ſin 
of violence offered to the Gibeonites (contrary to the league made by 7oſhea, ſome | 
foure hundred yeeres before) for the occaſion of this Jare vengeance. Where the | 
cauſes of offence are infinite, it is juſt with God to pitchupon ſome ; it 1s mercifall 
not to puniſh for all : Welneer forty yeares are paſt berwixt the commiſſion of rhe 
fin,and the reckoning for it. It isa vaine hope that is raiſed fromthe delay of judg- | 
 ment:No time-can be any prejudice tothe Ancient of dayes:Whenwe have forgot- | 
ten our ſins, when the world hath forgotten ns, he ſues us afrefh for our arerages, | 
The ſlaughter of the Gibeonites was the ſin nor of the preſent, bur rather the former 
generation;and now poſterity payes for their forefathers : Even we menhold it not 
unjuſt to ſae the heires and executors of our debrors ; Eternall paymenrs God uſes 
only to require of the perſon, temporary oft-times of ſucceſſion. ; | 

As Saul was higher by the head and ſhoulders then the reſtof Iſrael, both in ſtature | 

and dignity, ſo were his fins more conſpicuous then thoſe of che vulgar. The emi- | 
nence of the perſon makes the offence more: remarkable to the eyes both of God | 
and men. | | Fe 
Neither Saul nor Iſrael were faultlefſe 1n other kinds, yetGod fixes the eye of his 
' revenge upon the maſſacre ofthe Gibeoni tes. Every ſin hath a tongue, but that of | 
bloodover-cryes and drownes the reſt. He who is mercy it ſelf abhorres cruelty 1n 
his creature above al other inordinatenefſe; Thar holy ſoule which was heavy prel- 
ſed with the weight of an hainous adultery, yer cries out, Deliver me frow = g 
104, 
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Lis. XVI. ] 


Ou me 


i. 


Tra the Godef my ſalvation, andmy tongue (ball ſvg joyfull of thy righteouſneſſe. == 


—_— 


IfGod would take account of blood, hee mighthavye entred the ation upon the jA 


blood of /ri4b ſpiltby David; or (if he would ratherinfiſt in Savls houſe) upon the 
blood of Abimelech the Prieſt,and foureſcore & five perſons that did weare a linnen 
Ephod:;bur it pleaſed rhe wiſdome and juſtice of the Almighty rather to call for the 
blood of the Gibeonites,theugh drudges of Ifracl,and a remnant of Amorites.Why 
this ? There wasa perjury attending upon this ſlaughter ; Ir was an ancient Oarh 
wherein the Princes of the congregation had bound cheſelves(upon 7eſhua'sleague) 
to the Gibeonites,that they would ſuffer them ro Iive;an oath extortedby fraud.but 
ſolemne,by nolefſe name,thenthe Lord God of Iſrael; Saul wilnow thus late,cither 
not acknowledge it, ornort keep it:out of his zeale therfore tothe children of Iſrael, 
& Judah, he roots out ſome of the Gibeonites, whether 1na zealeofrevengeof their 
firſt impoſture,or inazealeof inlarging the poſſeſſions of Iſrael,or in a zeale of exe- 
curing Gods charge upon the brood of Canaanites,'he that ſpared Ag«g whom he 
ſhould have ſmitren,ſmites the Gibeonites whom he ſhould have ſpared: Zeale and 
good intention is no excuſe,much lefſe a warrant forevill: God holds it an high in- 
dignity that his name fhould be ſworne by,and violated.Length of time cannotdiC. 
ſpenſe with our oathes,with our yowes:The vowes and oathes of others may bind 
us.how much more our owne. 

There was a famine in Iſrael ; a natural man wouid have aſcribed it unto the 
drought;8 that droughtperhaps to ſome conſtellations; David knows to look high- 
er; and ſees a divine hand ſcourging Iſrael for ſome great offence, and over-ruling 
thoſe ſecond cauſes to his moſt juſt executions.Even the moſt quick-ſighted world- 
ling is pore-blind to ſpirituall objets,and the weakeſt eyes of the regenerate pierce 
the heavens and eſpte Godin all earthly occurrences. 

So well was David acquainted with Gods procecdings,that he knew theremoyal 
ofthe judgement muſt begin at the ſatisfationofthe wronged. Ar once therefore 
dothhe pray unto God, and treat with the Gibeonites z What ſhall I doe for you, aud 
wherewjth ſhall [make the atonement, that I may bleſſe theinheritance of the Lord ? In 
vaine ſhould D avid(though a Prophet) bleſſe Iſrae},if the Gibeonites did not blefſe 
chem : Injuries done us on carthgiveus powerin heaven; The oppreſſoris inno 
mans mercy,but his whom he hath trampled upon. | 

Little did the Gibeonires think thar God had fo raken ro heart their wrongs, that 
f.r their ſakes all Iſrael ſhould ſuffer. Even when we think not of it,is the righteous 
Judge avenging our unrighteous vexations; Our hard meaſures cannot be hid from 
him,his returns are hid from us, It is ſufficient for us,that God can be no more neg- 
leFive,then ignorant ofour ſufferings. Itis now inthe power of theſe deſpiſed Hi. 
vites tomaketheir owne termes with [rae]; Neither Silver, nor Gold will ſavour 
with them towards their ſatisfaQtion;nothing can expiate the blood of their fathers, 
but tae blood of ſeyen ſons of their deceaſed perſecuror z Here was no other then a 
juſt retaliatis; Sel had puniſhed in them the offence of their predeceſſors;they will 
now revenge Sauls ſin inhis children. The meaſure wee mete unto others,is with 
much equity re-meaſtred unto our ſelyes. Every death would not content them of 
Sans ſons,but a curſedand ignominious, hanging on the Tree ; Neither would that 
death content them unleſſe their owne hands might be the executioners ; Neither 
would any place ſerve for the execution but Gibeah, the Court of Sasl; neither 
would they do any of this for the wreaking of their own fury, but for the appeaſing 
| of Gods wrath, We will hang them up unto the Lord in Gibeah of Saul. 

David might not refuſe the condition: He mult deliver,they muſt execute : He 


chooſes out ſeveof the ſons,and grand. children of Sasl;That houſe had raiſed lon 
an unjuſt perſecution againſt David,now God payes itupon anothers ſcore, Davids 
loveand oathto lonathan,preſerves lame Mepbiboſheth:How much more ſhal the Fa- 
ther of all merciesdo good untothe children of the fairhfull,for the covenant made 


with their Parents? 
The five ſonnes of Adriel the Mcholathite, Davids ancient rivall inhis firſt love 


which were borne to him by Aereh, Savls Daughter, and brought up by her barren 
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ſiſter Aicbol the wife of David are yeelded up to death; Merab was after a promiſ®| 


che match in breeding the children; now 1n one a& (not of Davids ſecking) the 
wrong 18 thus late avengedupon Sav!, Adriel, Merab, Xichel,the children:Itisa dan ge- 
rous matter to offer injurie toany of Gods faithfull ones; If their meek nefſe have ca- 
fily remitredit,theis God will not paſſe it over without a ſevere retribution. | 
Theſe five, together with two ſons of Rizpsh, Sexls Concubin; are hanged up at 


ſerve for this execution; The aQtsof juſtice as they are intended for example,ſo they 
ſhould be done in that eminent faſhion that may make theboth moſt inſtructive, & 
moſt terrifying;Unwarrantable courſes of private revenge ſeek to hide their heads 


It was the generall charge of Gods Law that no corps ſhould remaine all night 
upon the gibbet;The Almighty hath power to diſpenſe with his own command; ſo 
doubtlefle he did in this extraordinary caſe; theſe carcaſſes did not defile, bur expi- 
ate.Sorrowfull Rizpsh ſpreads her a Tent of Sackcloth upon the Rocke, for a ſad at- 
tendance upon thoſe ſons of her womb, Death might bereave her of thE.notthem of 
her love; This ſpetacle was not more grievous to her, then pleafing ro God, and | 
happy to Iſrael. Now the clouds drop fatneſſe, and the earth runs forthinto plenty. 
The Gibeonites are ſatisfied, God reconciled, Iſrael relieved. | 
How blefſed a thing is it for any Nation that juſtice is unpartially executed even | 
npon the mighty. A few drops of blood have procured large ſhowers from Heaven. 

A few carcaffes are a richcompoſt to the earth ; The drought and dearth remove a= 
way with the breath of thoſe pledges of the offender: Judgement cannot tyrannize 


heard, unregarded. 
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The aunbrin g of the people, - 


W3racl was growne wanton and mutinous : God puls them downe firſt by 
= the {word,then by famitie,now by peſtilence. Ohthe wondrous,and yet 


{ "NM el, therefore David ſhall anger him, more, and ſtrike t.imſelte in Ifrae], 
and Ifrael through hinvclfe, 


|a&tofſfin - Godin awiſe ofdinatien of it to good ; Satan in a malicious intent of 


Satan or Devid,thar God moved-neither is it any blemiſh ro God,that Sati moved: 
The rulers fin is a puniſhment to « wicked people-though they had many finnes of 
their owne, whiercon God night haye groundeda Judgement, yet as before he had 


ihe them with dearth for Sus fin,fonow he will not puniſh them with plague; | 


ut for Davids fin:If God were not angry with a people,he would not give up their 
| vernoursbe thus given up,the people cannot be ſafe: The body drownes not. whiles 


are wee charged to make prayers and ſapplicarions.as for all, ſo eſpecially for thoſe 
that are in eminent authority;when we pray for our ſelves, we pray not alwaies for 
them, bur we cannot pray for them,and net pray for our ſelves ; the publique weale 
is not compriſed in the private,but the private i1i the publique. : 

| Whatthen was Dovid; fin? He will needs have Iſtgel and Juda numbred + Surely 
there is no malignity innumbers ; Neither isjcunfit fora Prince toknow hisown 


once before the Lord,yea and before the eyes of the world;No place but an Hil wil } 


in ſecreſie; The beautifull ace of Juſtice both affects the light and becomes ir. | 


where juſtice raignes-as contrarily, there can be no peace where blood cryes un- | 


juſt waies of the Almighty! Becauſe Iſrael hath ſinned,therefore David | 
{ball ſinne,that Iſrae] may be punithed: Becauſe God is angry with Iira- | 


| confuſion; Thus at once God moved,and Satan moved : Neither 1s it any excuſe to | 


governours toſuch evils as whereby he is provoked ro vengeance; and iftheir go- | 


the head is above the water;when that once ſinkes,death is neere: Juſtly therefore | 


of marriage to David,unjuſtly given away by Seu!, to Adriel; Michel ſeemes to abet | © 
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| Theſpiric ofGodelſewhere aſcribes this motion to Satan,which here it attributes | 
| to God : Both had their hand in the worke;God by permiſſion,Satan by ſuggeſts: ! 
| God as a Judge,Satan as an enemy:God as in a juſt puniſhment for fin,Satan as in ati | 
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ſtreagrh;chis is nor the firſt rime chat Iſrael hach gone ander a reckoning : Thead 
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Contemplations. 


offends not,bur the miſcaffetio; The ſame thing had bin comendably done out of a, || 


Princely providence,which now through the curisſity,pride,mil-confidence of the 
doer, proves hainouſly vicious; Thaſe afti6s which are in themſelves indifferent, re. 
ceive either their life,or their bane fro the intentions of the agent: Moſes numbreth 
the people with thankes,Davidwith diſpleaſure:Thoſe fins which carrie the ſmoo. 
theſt forcheads,8 have the moſt honeſt appearances, may more provoke the wrath 
of God, then thoſe which beare the moſt abomination m their faces. How many 
thouſand wickedneſſes paſſed through the hands of Iſrael, which we men would r4- 
ther have branded our for judgment, then this of Davias ? The righteous Tudge of 
the world cenſures fins,not by their ill lookes,bur by their foule hearts. 

Who canbur wonder to ſee 10a the Saint,and David the treſpaſſer? No Prophet 
could ſpeake better then that man of blood ; The Lord thy God increaſe the people an 
hundred fold morethen they be,and that the eyes of my Lordthe King may ſeeit , but why 


doth my Lordthe King deſire this thing? There is no man ſolewd as notto be ſomtimes 
in good moods,as not todiflice ſome evill:cotrarily no man onearth can be ſo holy, 
as not ſometimes to overlaſh:It were pitty that either 7046 or David ſhould be tryed 
by every a&; How commonly have we ſeene thoſe men ready to give pood advice 
to others for the avoiding of ſome fins, who in more grofle outrages have not had 
grace tocounſel their own hearts? The ſame man that had deſerved death from Da- 
vid for his treacherous cruelty,diſſwades David from an aCt that caried bur a ſuſpiti- 
on of evill; It is not ſo much to be regarded who'it is thatadmoniſherh ns, as what 
he brings:Good counſell isnever the worſe for the foule cariage;there are ſome di- 
ſhes that we may eate even from {luttiſh hands. 

The purpoſe of fin ina faithfull man is odious,much more the reſolution : Nor- 
withſtanding 94bs diſcreet admorition, Davidwill hold on his courſe;and wil know 


thenumber of the people,only that he may know it; 7oab and the Capraines addreffe 
themſelyesto the work-In things which are not in themſelyes evill,it is not for ſub- 
jets to diſpute but ro obey; That which authority may ſin in commanding, is done 
of the inferiour, not with fafety onely, but with praiſe. Nine months and twenty 
dayes is this generall muſter in hand;ar laſt the number is brought in: Iſrael is found 
eight hundred thouſand ſtrong, Judah five hundred thouſand; the ordinary compa- 
nies which ſerved by courſe for the royall guard (foure and twenty thouſand: each 
month)needed not be reckoned; the addition of them with their ſeverall Captaines 


raiſes the ſamme of Iſrael tothe rate of eleven hundred thouſand.” A power able to 


puffe up a carnall heart;but how can an heart that'is more then fleſh truſt ro anarme 
of fleſh ? Oh holy David whither hatha glorious vanity tranſported thee 2 Thou 
which once didlt ſing ſoſweetly, Put not your truſt in Princes nor in the ſon of mas, for 
there is no belpe in him. Hi breath departeth and he returneth to his earth,then his thoughts 
periſh.Bleſſed i bethat hath the God of Iacob for his helpe,whoſe hope is inthe Lord his Goa, 
How canſtthou now ftoop to ſo unſafe and unworthy a confidence. 

_ As ſome ſtomackful horſe that wil not be ſtopt in his career withthe ſharpeſt bit, 
bur runs on headily till he come to ſome wall or ditch, and there ſtands ſtill and 
trembles; ſodid David: All the diſiyaſions of 94h could not reftraine him from his 
intended courſe; almoſtten months doth hee run on impetuouſly, in'a way of his 
owne,rough & dangerons,at laſt his heart ſmites him;the conſcience of his offence, 
and thefeare of judgment hath fetcht him ups his knees,0' Lord 1 have ſinned excce- 
aingly in that I have done; therefore now, Lord, I beſeech vhee take away thetreſpaſſe of thy 
ſervant, for I have done very fooliſhly. It is poſſible for a ſin nor tobait only, bur to ſo- 
journe 1n the holieſt ſoule:bur though ir ſojourne there as a ftranger,itſhal not dwel 
there as an owner;the renewed heartafter ſome rovings of error wil once{ete over- 
long)returne home to it ſelfe,and fall out with that ill guide, wherewith-it was miſ- 
led,and with it ſelfforbeing miſled; and now it isreſolved ints teares,and breathes 
forth nothing but ſighes,andconfeſſions and deprecations. © -' | | 

Here needed no Nathan by a parabolicall circumlecution to fetch in David to a 
edgment ofhis fin; the heart of the penitetic ſupplyed the Pro- 


phet; no other tonghe could ſmitehim ſo deepe a5 his owne thoughts - Bur though 
h | Of ON is 


| 


— — _— 4. 
eats went. & 


— 


Lin XVYT 


| 


"IL" _—_—_ 


LiXVl.. Thenumbring of the people. 
A| his reines chaſtiſed him in the night, yet his Seer ſcourges him in the morning,7 hug 


ſaith the Lord, 1 offer thee three things, chooſe the which of them 1 ſhall do unto thee. Bur 
what thall we ſay to this? When upon the Prophets reproofe for an adultery cloked 


| 447 thy ſinxe; neither did any ſmart follow,bur the death of a miſc.begotten infanr; 


| with murder,D4vid did bur fay,! have ſinned,it was preſently returned, God hath put. 


and now when he yoluntarily reproved himſelfe for both a needlefle muſter, ang. 
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| guilty;How. ever t 


wy for pardon unbidden with | tm humiliation,Gad ſends him the three terri.. 
ble ourges,Famine,Sword, or Peſtilence, that he may chooſe with which ofthem 


| | he had rather tobleed;he ſhal-have the fayour of an eleion,notofa.remiſſion.God 
| fs mare angred with « fpiriruall, and immediate affront offered to his Majeſty , in 
 ourpride, andfalſe confidence in carthly things, then with a fleſkly crime 
B| 
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though 


» 


hajnoully ſeconded. 


: It was ati hard and woful choice; of three yeares famine added to three fore-paſt;, þ 
r of three meneths flight from the ſword of an enemy, or three dayes peſtilence;, | 


he Almighty that had fore-detcrmined his judgement,referres itto Davids will as; 
fully,as ifit were.utterly undetermined;God hath reſolved, yer David may chooſe; 


Thar infinite wiſdome hath foreſcene the very will of his creature, which whiles it" | 


freely inclines icſelfe to what it had rather, unwittingly wils that which was fore, 
appointed in heaven. mn | 


| We dowel beleeye thee,O Davidghat thou wertin a wonderful [traitzthis very, | 


13+ 1+-4Y--.. 997 SIND: 4 9 
. i Yer behold,neither ſins,nor threats, nor feares can bereave a true penutent of his 
Faith, Let us fall pow into the hands of the Lord, for his mercies are great. There can be 
noevill of puniſhment wherein God hath notan hand;there could-be no famine, no 


\ ſword without him; but ſome evils are raore immediate from a divine ſtroke; ſych 


was that plagne intro which David is unwillingly willing to fall:He had his choyceof 


day s,monerhs,yeares in the fame number; and though the (horrneſie of time pre- 
| fixe | | 


ixca to the threatned peſtilece might ſeem to offer ſome advantage for the leading 
of his eletion,yet God meant 6 wid kn 
rence of rime to the violece of the plague;neither (hquld any fewer periſh by ſo few 


| dayes peſtilence, than by ſo many yeares famine - The wealchieſt might avoid the 
dearth,the Jyptteſt might run away from the ſword;no man could promiſe himſelf 
| 


ſafety from that peſtilence: In likelihood Gods Angell would rather ſtrike the moſt 
efore David might welllook to be inwrapped in the common 
deſtrufion,yer he rather chooſeth ro fall inro that mercy which he had abuſed, and 
to ſuffer from that juſtice which he had provoked, Les ws wow fall into t be hands of the 
Lord, | - Rs 26 - ES. PIES FRE ; : TH V2: 

Humble confeſſions, and devout penance cannot alwaies avert temporall judge- 
ments;:Gods Angell is abroad,and within that ſhort compaſſe of time ſweepes away 
ſeventy thouſand Iſraelites; David was proud ofthe number of his ſubje&s,now they 
are abated: that he may ſee cauſe ofhumiliation inthe matter of his glory ; In what 
we have offended, we commonly ſmart: Theſe thouſands of Iſrael werenot ſo inno- 
cenr,that they ſhould only periſh for Davids finne : Their fins were the motives 
both of this ſin,and puniſhment ; beſides the reſpe&t of Davids offence;they die for 
| themſelves. # RT SARI REI rx 

Ir wasno ordinary peſtilence that was thus ſuddenly and univerſally mortal;C6- 
mon eyes ſaw the borch,8the markes,ſaw nor the Angell; Davids clearer ſight hath 
eſpyed him (after that killing peragration through the Tribes 6FIſtael) ſhaking his 


down at the feet of the avenger, and layes himſelfe ready for che farall ſtroke ot ju- 
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David knew it) herein to proportion the dilfe- | 


ſword over Jerulalem,and hovering over Mount Sion; and now he who doubtleſle | 
had ſpent thoſe three diſinall dayes in the ſaddeſt contrition, bumbly caſts himielfe | 
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(ontemplations, 


Lis. XVI; | 
ſtice; It was more terrour that God intended inthe viſible ſhape of his' Angel}, and A 
deeper hamiliarion;and what he meant,he wrought; Never ſoule could be more de. 
jected, rmore anguiſhed with the ſenſe of a judgment ; inthe bitterneſſe whercofhe 
ctyes out, Behold I have ſinned ,nealT have done moore, But theſes heepe what have they 
done? Let thine hand,1 pray thee, be againſt me, and ag of my fathers houſe. The better 
any man is,the more ſenſible he isof his owne wretct CIO 7 of thoſe Sheep 
were Wolyes to David; What had they done? They h ddone thar which wasthe 
occifion of Davids ſin, and the cauſe of their owne'paiſhment; "Bur thar gracious 
penitent kriew his owne ſin, he knew not theirs;and therefore can fay,! bave ſinned, 
What have they done ? It is ſafe accuſing where we may be boldeſt, andare beſt ac- 
quainted,our ſelves. | "= ES 
© Ohtheadmirable charity of Dav/a,that would have, ingroſſed theplague tohim- 
ſelfe,and his honfe, from thereſt of Iſfael;and ſues ro interpoſe himſelfe berwixthis | 
people andthe vengeance;He that hadpur himſelf Ss the pawes of the Beare,and 
Lyon,for the refcue of his Sheep, will now.aſt himſelfeupon che 1 'ord of the An- 
gel, for the preſervation of Iſrael - There was hope in thoſe conflifts; in this yeel- 
\ dance there conld be nothing bur death, Thus didſtthou,O Son'of David,the true 

and great Shepheard of thy Church, offer thy ſelte ro death for them who had their 
hands in thy blood; who both procured thy death anddeſerved their own,Here he 
offered himſelf that had ſmned for thoſe whom he profeſſed to have not done evill; 
thou that didſtno fin, vonchſafed(t to offerthy ſelfe for us that yere al fin; He offe- 
red andeſcaped,thou offeredſt,and died(t; and by thy death we live, and are freed 
from everlaſtingdeſtrucion. | Fe Ce ngn Ret] 

But O Father of all mercies, how little pleaſure doeſt thon rake inthe blood of. 
ſintters? it was thine owne pity that inhibited the Deſtroyer: Ete David could ſee 
the Angell thon hadſt reſtrayned him;1s & ſufficient hold now thy hana:[f thy compalſ- 
fion did not borh withhold and abridge thy judgements, what place were there for 
as out of hell? | 2 : 
How eaſie and juſt hadit been for God to have made the ſhutting up of that third 
eveningred with blood? his goodnefſe repents of the flavghter; andcals for that $a- 
crifice wherewith he will be appeaſed: Analtar muft be builr inthe threſhing-floore 
of Aranneh the Jebuſire; Lo,in that very Hill where the Angell held the ſwords# 4- 
braham from killing his Son,doth God now hold the Sword of the Angell from kil. 
ling his people; Upon this very ground ſhall the Temple after,ſtand;here ſhal be the 
holy Altar, which ſhall ſend up the acceptable oblations of Gods people in ſuccee- 
generations. BN IT FO 


din 
God, what was the threſhing-floore of a Febulite to thee above vlſbther ſoiles? 
Whrat verrue, what merit was in this earth ?* Asin places ſo inperſons, it is not to 
be heeded whar they are,but what thou wilc; That is worthieft which thou pleaſe 
tO ACCePpr. es. 
Richand bountifull Aravnah is ready to meet Davidin fo hoty #Motion;8 muni-, 
ficently offers his Sion for the place, his Oxen for the Sacrifice, his Carts,8& Ploughs, 
and other Utenſils ofhis Huſbandry for the wood: Two franke heartsare well met; 
D avid would buy, Araunah would give; The Jebufite would not ſell, David will not 
take: Since it was for God, and to D avid, Araunah 1s loth to bargaine : Sinceit was 
for God, David wiſheth to pay deare,! will not offer burnt-offering to the Lord my God, 
of that which doth coſt menothing: Aeroicall ſpirits doe well become eminent perſons; 
Hethat knew it was betterto give thento receive,wouldnot receive butgive: There 
can be no devotion in a niggardly heart As unto dainty palates, fo to the Godly 
| ſoule, that taſtes ſiveereſt,that coſts moſt: Nothing is deare enough for the Creator 
of all things.Itis an heartleſſe piety of thoſe baſe-minded Chriſtians, that care onely 
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upon the two Harlots. 


T he T emple_. 


| Salomon with the Queene of Sheba. 


Contemplations, 
THE 
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Davids end and Salomons beg 


T be execution of Joab and Sh 
Salomons chatce, with his judgement 


Adonijah Defeated. 
Salomons defetlion. 
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MY VORTHILY 
MVCH HONOVRED 


 FRIENDSIR HENRYeMILDMAY 
Knight, Maſter of the Jewell-houſe ; 


All Grace and Peace, 


; 23 Beſides all private obligations, your very name_ 
MW challengeth from mee all due ſervices of love, and| 


C52 honour ; If F have recieved mercy to beare any\ 
fruit, next under heaven, F may thanke the flocke wherein F was 
| ymped . which was ſet by no other then the happy hand of your | 
| Right Honorable Grandfather, How have F ſo long forborne the | 
 |\publike Teſtimony of my juſt gratulations,and thankefull reſpeits| 
toſo true an heireof buznoble Vertuss. Pardon mee that F pay | 
this debt ſo late, and accept of tha parcell of my well-meant la-| 
' boars : wherein you ſhall ſee Saloman both in hu riſmg and ſet- 
ting; by riſmg hopefull and glorious, his declination fearefull *| 
You ſhall ſee the proofes of his earely graces, of mercy, in ſparing | 
' Adonijab, and Abiathar ; of juſtice, in puniſhing that rivall 
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Adonyah Defeated 


ED 471D had notſo carefully huſbanded his yeares, as to 
> maintain a vigorous age;he was therefore what throu 
LY warres,what with ſorrowes,what with fickneſſe,decre- 
pic betitnes; By that time hee was Seyenty yeares old, 
his naturall heate was ſo waſted, that his clothes could 
not warme him; how many have wee knowne of more 
ſtrength,at more age? The holyeſt ſoule dwels not in } 
an impregnable fort; If the revenging Angel ſpared Da: þ 
vid,yet age and death will not ſpare him; Neither his | 
new altar, nor his coltly ſacrifice can be of force againſt: 
decay of nature; Nothing bur death can prevent the 
: ; weakneſſes of age. 
None caiz blathe a people if when they haye a good King, they are deſirous tohold 
him; Davids ſervants and ſubjefts have conmnended unto his beda faire young Vir- 
gin; not for the heat of luſt, butof life; that by this meanes they might make an out- 
ward ſupply of fell for that vitall fire which was wel.neere extinguiſhed with age. 
As itis in the market, or the ſtage,ſo it is in our lite; One goes in, another comes 
out,when David was withering, Adonyah was in his bloſſome; Thar ſonne, as he was 
next to4bſelow both in the beauty of his body,8 the time of his birth,ſo was he too 
like him in prad&ice;He alſo taking advantage of his fathers infirmity, wil be carving 
himſelfe of the Kingdome of Iſtael;That he miphr n6 whit vary from his patterne, 
he gets him alfo Chariots and Horſetnen,and fifty men torunne before him: Theſe 
two Abſalom and Adonjah were the darlings of their father; Their father had ttt 
diſpleaſed them from their childhood, therefore they both diſpteaſed him in his age; 
Thofe children had need to be very gracieus,thar are not rharred with pampeting; 
Ir is more than God owes us, if we receive comfort in thoſe childttn whom we have 
over-loved; The indulgence of parentsat laſt piyes the hotne in croſſes. - 
It is true that 4dovgub was Davids eldeſt ſonnow temainitig,and therefore might 
ſeme to challenge the jtiſteſt citle to the Crown; Bur the Kingdome of Iſracl(in fo 
_ ___Ddddd3 MT nip lare 


a-—_ & 
Pay £ £ i 4% - *7; Se a> - » P - Ls = 
na Pe mn ac” Yoon *_— ,» bo bal [ = Ro - 9 "_ V4 - mn _ — = - —_— —_— < - ” - 
= ww ww , 4 ny 1 7: — _ = 3, wa By Ss 
W 4a. * 2" . — k "*"z Cas a fa . p %3 -» + pats 62%. _ -, . s - 
Nn oh "y \ol 2 ” F-. « - age ___— OO py 


% 4-4 
mat 
—_—— 4 » - w k ts @Q- tes ww 
Aur ag, LIST RR. WR ' 8, — —— bu y 
E: We; bog... bY” TE Es 2. Les . $$.4K 


- s hh. -%. F 
. - mr Mx Lo mg oufrngr omg > rr; 
(Va * 2 pug oro -% & SSZEs = mY 
A "IR a 
En, 4 | 


nt 


Contemplations. OE L1is.X VII. 


—_— 


—  —  —— — 


late an eretion)had not yet knowne the right of ſucceſſion : God himſelfe that had | A 


orgained the government, was #5 yet the immediate EleQor;He fercht Saul from a- | 
mong the ſtuffe, and David from the Sheepfold; and had now. appointed Salomon 
from the ferule, to the Scepter. : | 
Andif _A4enjjeh(whichis unlike had not knowne this, yer ithadbeen hispare to 
have taken his father with him in this claime of his faccefſion;$ not ſo topreyen a 
brother,thathe ſhould ſ:oulder out a father;and not foviolently to preoccupare the 
throne, that he ſhould rather be a rebell, than an heire. ; | 
As Abſalom,ſo 4denijah wants not furtherers in this uſurpation, whether ſpiritual, 
or temporall;/e4b the Generall,and Abiathar the Prieſt give both counſel, and aid to 
ſounſeaſonable a challenge; Theſe two had beene firme to David in all his troubles, 
in all inſurrections;yert now finding him faſtened tothe bed of age, and death, they | 
ſhew themſelves thus ſlippery in the looſe : Outward happineſle and friendſhip are | 
not knowne till our laſt aft; in the 1imporency of either our revenge or recompence, 
itwill eaſily appeare wholoved us for our ſelyes, who for their owne ends. : 
Had not Adonyah knowne that Salomox was deſigned to the Kingdome both by 
God,and David, hee had never invited all the reſt of the Kings ſonnes,hisbret 
and left out Sa/omen; who was othetwiſe the moſt unlikely to have beene his rivall 
in his honour; all the reſt were elder than hee; and might therefore haye had more 
pretence for their competition;Doubtlefſe the Court of Iſrael could nor but know, 
that immediately upon the birth of S«/omo», God ſent him by Nathan the Propheta 
name and meſſage of love; neither was it for nothing that God called him Jeaidrah; 
and re-promited him the honor of building an houſe to his Namezand(in returne 
of ſo glorious a ſervice) the eſtabliſhment of the throne of his Kingdome over Iſra- 
el fox ever : Notwithſtanding all which, Adonyah backed by the ſtrength of a lead, 
and thegravity of an £Ab:athar, will underworke Salomey, and jiutle into the not- 
yet-vacant ſeat of his father David. Vaine men, whiles like proud and yer brittle 
clay, they willbe knocking their ſides againſt the ſolid, and erernall decree of Ged, 
breake themlſclyes inpecces, 
[ doe not finde that .1donyah ſentany meſſage of threats or unkineneſſe to Ze- 
dock the Prieſt,or Nathanthe Propher,or Benaiah the ſonne of /ohoiada,and the other 
Worthies;only he invited them nor to his feaſt with che Kings ſonnes,and ſervants; 
Sometimes a very omilſſion is an aftront,and a menace. They well knew that ſince 
they were not called as gueſts,they were counted as enemies; Ceremonies of conr- 
cetie,though they be in themſelves ſleight, and arbitrary, yet the negle& of them 1n 
fome caſes may undergoe a dangerous conſtruction. 
Nathan was the man by whom God had ſent that errand of grace to Davia, con- 
cerning Salomor, aſſuring him both to raigne, and proſper; yetnow when Adonjahs 
plot was thus on foor, he dothnor ſir ſtill and depend upon the ifſue of Gods decree, 
but he beſtirres him in the bufineſſe, and conſults with Barhſbeba how atonce to ſave | 
| their lives,and to advance Salomon, and defeat 4 donjeh; Gods pre-determination 
includes the meanes as well as the end; the ſame providence that had ordaineda: 
Crowne to Salomen,a repulſe to Adenjah,preſervation ro Bathſheba and Nathay, had 
fore-appointed the wiſe and induſtrious indeayours of the Prophet to bring about 
his juft,and holy purpoſes; If we would not have God wanting to us, we muſt not be 
wanting to our ſelves : Even when we know what God hath meant to us, wee may 
not be negligenc. | 7-1 | 
The Prophets of God did not look for revelation in all their affaires, in ſome 
ings they were left tothe counſell of their owne hearts; the policie of Nathav was 
of uſe as well as his prophecie : that alone hath rurned the ſtreame into the right 
channell:Nothing could be more wiſely contrived rban the ſending in of Bat/ſhebs 
toDavid,with ſo ſeaſonable and forceable an expoſtulation, and rhe ſeconding of 
hers with hisowne. —_ 
| Though luſt were dead in David,yet the reſpetts of hisold matrimonial love lived 
ſtil;the very preſence of Bathſheba pleaded ſtrongly; but her ſpeech more; the time 
was,when his affe&is ofteded in excefſe towards her beingrhen anothers,he ney 
| | | + ©, & 
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| Adon Jah defeated ; 
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D| of all adverſitie even as I ſware unto thee by the Lord God of Iſrael, fayirg, aſſuredly Sa- 


F the royall Throne with all the due ceremonies of Coronation. 


| now neglect her being his own;$: if either his age,or the remorſe of his old offence 
ſhould have ſerhimoff, yer the knew his oath was ſure; My Lord chou ſmareſt by 58 
Lord thy God unto thine handmaid ſaying, Aſſuredly Salomon thy ſon ſhall raigne after me, 
& he ſhall fit upon my throne;His word had been firme, but his oath was inviolable;we 
are engaged if we haye promiſed,but if we have ſworne, we are bound. | 
Neither heaven nor earth have any gieves for that man that can ſhake off the fer- 
cers of an oath;for he cares not for that God whom he dares invoke to a falſhood ; 
and he chat cares not for God will not care for man. | 
Ere Bathſheba can be over the threſhold, Narhan(upon compa )is knocking at the 
doore. God: Prophet was neyer but welcometo the bed-chamber of King David: 
Ina ſeeming ſtrangneſle he fals upon the ſame ſuir, upon the ſame complaint wirh | 
Bathſbeba : Honeſt policies doenot miſ-become the holieſt Prophers ; Shee might 
| ſeeme to ſpeake as a woman,as a mother,ourt of paſſion; the word of a Prophet c6uld 
not be miſ-donbred: He therefore that had formerly broughtto David that chiding | 
and bloody meſſage concerninfRathſheba, comes now to David tg ſe for the lite 
and honour of Barhfheba; and he that was ſent from God (co-Da#id) to bring the | 
 newes of a gracious promiſe of favour unto Salomo»,comes now to challenge the ex- | 
ecution of it from the hands of a father; and he whoſe place freed him from ſuſpi. | 
tion of a fa&tion,complaines of the inſolent demeanure and proclamation of Adoni- 
jab what he began with an humble obeyſance, fhutring upina lowly and loving ex- 
poſtulation, 15h thing done by my Lord the King, andthou haſt nut ſhewed thy ſervant 
who ſhoald ſit onthe T hrone of my Lord the King after him? As Nathan was of Gods 
Counſell unto David, ſo was he of Davids Counſell both to God;and the Stare; As 
 Godtherefore upon all occaſions told Nathay whathe meant rodoe with David, ſo 

| had David wont to tell Nathan what he meant todoe inhis holy & moſt important 
 civill affaires. There are caſes wherein it is not unfit for Gods Prophers to meddle 
with marcers of State . Itisno diſparagement to religious Princeg to impart their 
counſels unto them, who canrequite them with the counſels of God. 

| Thatwood which a ſingle iron could not rive, 1s foone fplicted with a double 
wedge, The ſeaſonable importunity of Bathſheba and Nathan, thus ſeconding each | 
other, hath ſo wrought upon David, that now his love to CAdorg4h gives place to 
indignation,nature toan holy fidelity; now he renewes his ancient oath to Bath- 
ſheba with a paſſionateſolemnity : A's the Lord liveth who hath redeemed my ſoule ont 


———_— 


lomon thy ſonne ſhall raigne after me,and he ſhall ſit upon my throne in my ſlead, ſo will 1 
| certainely doe this day : In the decay of Davids body I finde not his incelleftive pow- 
ers any whit impaired-'As one therefore that from his bed could with a perfect (if 


inauguration of Salomon : Zadeck the Prieſt,and Nathan the Prophert,and Benaiah the 
Captaine receive his grave and Princely charge for the cariage of thar ſo weighty a 
| buſineſſe. They are commanded to take with them theroyall guard, to ſer Salomon 
upon his fathers Mule,to carry him downe in tte to G:4on,to anoint him with the 
holy oyle of the Tabernacle,to ſound the trumpets and preclaime him in the ſtreets 
to bring him back with triamph and magnificence to the Court, and ro ſer him in 


| How pleaſing was this command to them whoin Salomons glory ſaw their owne 
ſafety > Benaiah applauds it,and nor fearing a fathers envy,in Davids preſence wilh- 
eth Salomons throne exalted aboye his: The people are raviſhed with rhe joy of fo 


hopefulla ſacceſfion,and breake the carth,and fill the heaven with the noiſe of their 
Muſick and ſhouting. | | | 

Slomens gueſts had now artlaſt better cheare than Adonyahs,whoſe feaſt (as all wic- 
ked mens)ended in horror,no ſooner are their bellies fulof mear,than their eares are 
full ofthe ſound of thoſe crumpers, which at once proclaime Sa/omozns triumph, and 
their confuſion : Ever after the meale is ended comes the reckoniog : God could as 
eafily have prevented this jollity as marred it : But he willingly ſuffers vaine men to 


(Ps themſelves for a time in the conceited ſucceſle of their owne projects,that ar | 
tetwards' 
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| his ſonne tolookefor any proſperity, ſave onely from well-doing : Thar happineſſe 


fabhorre the villany, though he could nor revenge it; What he cannot pay, he will 


(ontemplations. x 


—_—_— 


feaſt there was many a health drunken to Adopjah, many a confident boaſt of their 
profperingdefigne;many a ſcorne ofthe deſpiſed fadtion of Sultrhm:&riow for thei 
aſt diſh.is ſerved up aſtoniſhment,and fearefull expeQarion of a juſt revenge. zone. 
;han the ſon of Abiarbar the Prieſt,brings the newes of Salomons foletrine and joytull 
enthronization; now all hearts are cold;all faces pale; and every man hath bur life 
enoughto runaway; How ſaddenly 1s this braving troupe difperſed 2 Adoryah their 
new Princeflyesto the hornes of the Altar, as diſtruſtingall hopes of life, fave the | 
Sandtiry of the place, and the mercy of his rivall. 

So doth the wiſe and juſt God befoole proudand infolent ſinners in thoſe ſecret 
plors,wherein they hope to undermine the true ſon of David, the Prince of Peace, 


he ſaffers them to lay theirheads rogerher,and ro feaſt themſelves in a jocund ſecy- 


rity,and promiſeof ſucceſſe; at laſt, when they are at the heighr of their jJoyes, and 
hopes,he confounds all their devices, & layes them open tothe ſcorne of the world, 


and to the angfiiſh oftheir owne guilty hearts. *» * 
| 


Davide end, and Salomons beginning. 


zz, 1 well became Salomos to begin his Raigne in peace. Adorgah receives 
$2 [832] pardon upon his good behaviour,and findes-the Throne of Sa/omen, as 
12 Bey fafe as the Altar. David lives toſee a wiſe fonne warme in his ſear; and 

8Y I8\ now he that had yeelded to ſaccefſion, yeelds ro: nature. Many good 


end. Dying words are wontto be weightieſt;: The Soule when 1t 1s entring into 
glory breathes nothing but divine. 7 gee the way of all the earth : How well is that 
' Princely heart content to ſubſcribe to the conditions of humane mortality ; as one 
that knew Soveraignty doth not reach to the affaires of nature? Though a King, hee 


counſels had David given his Heire ; now he ſummes them up in his| 


neither expects,nor defires an immunity from diſſolution; making rio account to 
\gocin any other then the common track,to the uniyerſall home of mankinde,the 
[houſe of age? Whither ſhould earth but to earth?and why ſhould we grudge to doe 
that,which all doe? Be thou flrong therefore,and ſhiw thy ſelfe a man;Even when his ſpi- 
rit was going out, he puts ſpirit into his Son; Ape purs life into youth, and the dy- 
ing animates the vigorous. Hee had well found thatſtrength was requiſite to go- 
yernment,that he had need to be noleſſe thana man that ſhould rule over men; If 
oreatneſſe (hould never receive any oppoſition, yet thoſe worlds of cares, and buſi- 
neſſes that atrend the chaire of State,are able to over-lay any meanepowers.A weak 
man may obey,none but the ſtrong can govyerne. Gracelefſe courage were bur the 
| wherſtone of tyranny; Take heed therefore to the charge of the Lord thy God go walk inhis 
' wayes,and to keep bis Statutes, The beſt legacy that David bequeathes to his heire, is 
che care of piety; himſelfe had found the ſweetneſſe ofa good conſcience;and now 
he commends it to his Succefſor. If there bee any thing that in our defires of che 
proſperous condition of our children, takes place of goodnefſe,cur hearts are nor up- 
'right. Here was the fathera King, charging the King his ſonne to keepe the Sta- 
rutes of the King of Kings; as one that knew greatneſſe cou'd neither exempt from 
obedience,ner priviledge fin;as one thatknew the leaſt deviation in the greateſt & 
higheſt Orbe,is both moſt ſenſible, and moſt dangerous : Neither would hee have 


1s built upon ſand or Ice, which 1s raiſed upon any foundation befides vertne. If S«- 
lomon were wile; David was good; and if old Salemen had well remembred the coun- 
ſellofold David, he had not fo foully miſcaried. FEY: $Ds 

| After the precepts of piety, follow thoſe ofjuſtice; diſtributing in a'due recom- 
pence,as revenge to 7oab and Shrmei,fo favour tothe houſe of Barzilaj. The bloodi- 


revs murders,as it had pierced heaven, ſoir ſtill flled the cares of David He could 


nefſe of 1046 had laien long upon Davids heart; the hideous noiſe of thoſe treache- | 


Lis.XVIT, 


terwards their diſappointmErmay be ſo much the more grievous; No doubt ;at this] A 
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| owe, and approve himſclke at laſt a faithfull debror : Now he will defray it by the | 

handof S«/omen.The ſlaughter was of Abver,and Amaſa,David appropriates it:T hos \ 
 knoweff what Ioab did to me : The Soveraigne is ſmitten in the ſubje&; Neither is it 
other then juſt,that the arraignmentof meane malefattorsruns inthe ſigleof wrong 
to the Kings Crowne and dignity. How much mere doit thou, O Sonne of David, 
| take tothy ſelferhoſe infolencies which are done ro thy pooreſt ſabjecs, ſervants, 
ſonnes,membershere upon earth ? No Sas can touch a Chriſtian here below, but 
chou feeleſt icin heaven, and complaineſt. 


| 


| Peace, yet Davidrefers this revenge to Salomen: How juſt it was that he who ſhed | 
the bloodof warre in peace,and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was abour | 
his loynes, ſhould have his blood ſhed in peace,by a Prince of peace; Peace is fitteſt 
to reCtifie the out-rages of War : Or whether is not this cone in type of that divine 
adminiſtration, wherein thou,O Father of heaven, haſt commitred all judgement 
| unto thine eternall Sonne? The u who couldſt immediately either plague, or abſolye 
ſinners, wilt doe neither but by the hand of a Mediator. 


ked from the King, and his T hrone ſhall be eflabliſhed in righteouſneſſe;,Craell 194b, & ma- 


pen to preſent jaſtice,for aberring the conſpiracie of 4doryah, neither needes the 
help oftime for a new adyantape; The other went under the proteQtion of an oath 
from David,and therefore muſtbe fetchr in upon anew challenge. The hoare head 
| of both muſt be brought to the grave with blood, elſe Davids head could not bee 
brought to his grave in peace : Due puniſhment of malefattorsis the debt of authv- 
rity - If that holy King have runne into arrerages; yet as one that hates and feares 
' fo breake the banke,he gives order to his pay-maſter; It ſhall be defrayed, if not by 
him, yer for him. 
_ © Generous natures cannot be unthankfull : Barzi//«;i had ſhewed Davidſome kind- 


ig 


' thankes. How much more bountifull 1s the Father of Mercies; in the remuneration 
of our poore unworthy ſervices?Eyen ſucceſſions of generations ſhall fare the berter 
for one good parent. 

Thedying words and thoughts of the man after Gods owne heart did not confine 


| - þnefle in his extremity ; andnow the good man will have poſterity to inherite the | 


nD | cherſclves to the {traites of theſe particular charges, but inlarged themſelyes ro the 


care of Gods publike ſervice; As good men are beſt at laſt;David did never ſobuſily, 
and carefully marſhall the affaires of God,as when hee was fixed to the bed of his 
| age and dearh Then did he lode his ſonne Salomen with the charge of buildingrhe 


| that whole ſacred worke, whereof if Salomon bare the name, yet David no leffe me- 
rits it : He now gives the platforme of the Courts ,and buildings; He gives the gold 
| and(ilver for that holy uſe; an hundred thouſand talents of gold, a thouſand thou- 
 fand calents of (ilver; beſides brafſe and yron paſſing weight; He weighes our thoſe 
' precious meralls for their ſeverall deſignernents;Every future veſſel! 1s laid our al- 
| ready in his poiſe,ifnotin hisforme, He excires the Princes of Ifracl ro their aſli- 


|'F ſtance,in ſo high a wor«e:He takes notice of their bountifull offerings;Hee nuinbers 


{ UP the Levires for the publique ſervices,and fers them their raſkes, He appoints the 
Singers, and other Muſfitians to their ſtations; the Porters to the gates that ſhould 
be;And now when hehath ſer all things in adeſiredorder,and forwardneſle;he (huts 
' up with a zealous bleſſing of his Sa/omon,and his people,atd ſleepes with his fathers. 
| Oh bleſſed ſoule,how quiet a poſſeſſion haft thou now taken(after ſo many tumulrs) 
' of a better Crowne ! [hou that haſt prepared all things for the honſe of thy God, 
| haw happily art thou now welcomed to that houſe of his,not made with hands, e- 
' ternall in the heavens ! Whonow ſhall envy unto good Princes the honour of over- 


1 ſeeing the buſineſſes of God, and his Church ; when Devid was thus punctuall In 


theſe divine proviſions 2 What feare can be of uſurpation where they have ſo glori- 
ous a precedent? | | | 


\ Bur whatſhall wethinke of this > David was a man of Warre, Salomon a King of * 


| Salomon learned berimes what his ripenefſe raughrafrerwards, Tke away the wic- | 


licious Shimer,muſt be therefore upon the firſtopporrunity removed.The one lay o- 


| houſe of God:then did he lay before the eyes of his ſon the modell and patterne of 


Now } 


Ad. 


| 


| 


—_ 


; 


4 


| 


| 
| 


4 


| 


| 


SA. SMC. 4 nd 


. 
- 
7 
4 
., FP 
a. 
l 
[4 = 
1 © 
#3 
IS 1! 7 * 
$* 
« & 
\ $44 
£# F- 
+ 4 F 
: % T'I 
4 "T 
i i # 
"RE 
) Fans 
LL 4 
Th. 
4 FREE 
* 4 
4 
$344 
[4 FA { 
#4 1 
q 204 
x < 
33 751 * £ 
"7 Y 4 þ 
4 » i5 « Ms , 
? j a 4 4. 
»+ & b” ; : K 4 
77 4 = 
10 + + 
: ' F * 
".- 7 4 : 3 
«by . y 
4 E ; ; 
1 LIE 
, 4 : _ | 
. n j | b 
«| +; - 
»y , : .- 1 4 3 
vs bi "3-1 lp - 
LIP) a 
E. 'EXK 3 k 
' QI 3 *L $ 3 
*% © 1 £1 F 
" 4 : js 
8 ih ©% X 
i xz ? : > 
” M7 : 4 
| . 4 
»” ? & 3” EF o 4 : 
[as 1 by 4 £ by : I 
, 47: ' $60 2. 
«ZE $i FH be + « 
- 4 T5 oP 1 
SAME EL ty - 
£Y y p Fs - 
Wo. 5: by Y 
i \, 7 
bu - 
k. 1 ET: F - MS. 
* k S, » 4 F 
- 4 : - k > F 
f. ds *, vt WIE 
= 4 | NS 2! 
: : ” . . FF 3s : 
"3% 1 2 ; - WT, Ks 
TY 5 = Nh > 
* F | # Tv 
: =. : : 4 - 
l by © 4 LOSS z 
3 » 77 + of 0} . + ot 2 
3% "> x k % 01 
=. 2 5 % 2380" 
” $9 5 £45 Ky Y 
$7 o Þ 5 #5 14. Wo 
£ \ y by "#4 4 x 
25 1% >. 
Ly be £ y ; % f 
©. 4SL<S bf 0 
L RS (+1 , 'S" #2 5 
k T4 - 4 Ly 2 
F.74 : 4 Ys [4 , % 
+.7% o T* : 7 "Bf 
 - yo 442 : RS © 2-8 
: ©) þt 'S 7 , x 
2 i ; m T $ «+ 
3 TG ELM », 
p . [, Lo 4 y >| 6 
_ ; 2 & Ka 
*1i 8 A 
< 1” 1 . , 4 p ba 
b y + 9 $ 
F LL 8 FELE 
80 4 "Y "7 W 7 ” I 
: 4 MI 5 , 
; $4.1 : 44 
þ 4 4 (5-4) "= 
+. % ; FY «* P- . 
"> : ty $- by. > 
: % > 41 G Y 
F' 4 v I $* {9 SIT am 
* N 4 * 
|S , 3. 
Yi Ra $8 : 
; 8; 113 : © 
ASE +, þ + 9 
® : 'Þ 3 E.. 3 
l . : "IC 
>. 7. £4 RE 
$2.2 ” 4% 2 4 by o 
4... n.c5 I 5 : 
x *2 * » z L 
$22 5 * 244 4 ; 
( b. : * : 
7% & is B32 5 - 
47 * % $ 3 Ye py” K 
{ME RIAL 2 
b- $+: 7 k 
. ph L 7h P es 20 
4» WH 7 +47 P 
© <P, 3 | » x 
* Rd JL % if [ode 
” "IN 3d 4. 
«3 HB 3 Wc = 'S® rn 2 43 v 
3 FS "Y jt k s. 
+. TS 02. 
'T. *J& 4 Tk 
Fo , 6? {- : S | 
* Wo 
£ " Fe \s * I 
; 3 Pb Fey EE. 
# 5 * a*.. 
? 2 £ . KSES FY 
'F- » $4 "+ 
( Y 0” $f M 
"34 \ | nd (+ IB 
pe 44 *Y A : A. % i” 
* 4 ” 2 $4 Fe "6. 
' bF. {EIS 
oh ER EST 
© > . 
AO EISE SS. 
: 4 [ LR tf -" 
” * F347 832-2 
" To © 1 Mp 7 
F-4 183 F if 
» WI t # Rf F: 
$ | To z : % uÞ 
EVR 3” , 
* [1 + +3 « =" # 
* 4 iF 4 22k..” 
/ > + LE - $48 6 
4 £ 
'S - oF - "FEE 
ey : '® -o 
+ + 4&4 Es 3 
; 4 3%: 
: 4 © 3, 3. 
* FR 8 
s b; #7 
: {7.4 #4 : 
' LS >. ' 
hy . ” = : '4 * . 
TY ni LS 5 Wi; " 
3 o Fd - +8 +5 Y% 
#4 <0 *. £f - '# ad , 
$K1.2.5 A : - *8; 
 £ U PS -& Fe 
#4 % 4 + +» La - ”"v | 
4 FL n | bY 4 | 
#3 *:4] JF : 
« &7 « Jo's 4 Ln T1 = 4 
7 : by > STY i, 
(j& 28 ls. 1! : 
" * 3r {Fo 2 $7 | 
ad” ” p [> + 4 F. 
* by S 12 JR? 
SESAR 3 1 WK ED EW 
" mp 5 3 BO £4 »& 
. « # | ws. 7 $7 F " +. 
"Oy of > 
PT | - [; i! $ F! wo Yo 
45 +* TEES 
; S \ by of "yy , - C 
} on | i , £4 58 5h — 
I” bo 0 © 3» "0 
” PF o y p. £ 
3 0 ; *4 3 IS 
I i COAT 4 +» 
of o 4 * B34 
F 85 4% 
+ $8 - $ E. 2 4 
$A Box bs. iS 
1 1 $3 g | 
"mL "=o 
WS ©: 
$881” 
: ; Lb > 
a ; wy LH ©. Pf. : 
ES: T&IRE © 
4 bo x | + *B Pa 
* þ $4.4 ». {38% 
+ |: $51. ob 
Fo $6 EEE 
Fi | SH 3 F* " 
: 1 by 44.» 122! 
's ; Ka We i pf - G 
x 14s 8 
i Fs 7: - 8 
U . q " S " 4 IF 
p «af © -t as 
: & : 
4 Þ £ *® 
; #7 
s. 5 F *1"Y 
to I 
#; I FE 1 T3+ 
#;f 4 - 
: o . 
; F - 38. 
t , * 8 £ # 
: | » 4 
J ou « 
F ; 4 
n 2b EF ) 
| x. {3:&#- 
v p ; * 4% 
* 4 % 
k #Is 
: FY $3.4 * 
LTH +4 
ws 
_ : 
Ph 
P 


Ls... - 


4 S > Y 
- *: Bo 
«a 8 6 
- A NCIE 
- LES 9 LY * $A 


= MA Wy 
_—_ ——_ ES 


—S 


RA 
me 
Wk « 


24-5 oulube ir VitotperFrudn odor eb wo ret 
HERS Ang monte. it cats. 
KA -< 
rs ©. A 


a> MIEI — ww =. XD. 
- © 20 . = > = = 
DD ey 


tgp ty io on rs enepormggs cr tie OY; 


—_ " "acre - _ Sto "ni Pn.” 0 Hu nes wy 
5 "Bult>3& $4 "6 « - Y A tt 2 6 ; *: 
—— ” " Va 2 IEG > 7 WR a at : 
as - a oa [anecs II SL So , "__ * - none Rare,» —_— : 
oy ts £ h- t mY "I - a . ” + "—_= 1 F = _— P pa —_ _ . __ erties Me re bee a IEEE See, 
5 - _— : _ bs ants PR , , © %>-4 a ” x" 
—— - _—_— IT. Ys. <a AX % ON _ _— 3”. _—_ eats - 
og : be. a ax" "3 _ "_- * 26'® naagay tw. 6; lt Ir - LS 2c St en X a £% 224, - rs Eon 5 = - 
Fs ae Sy . P , b s "_ X q l . 
- A =_ % » % a . -pr3 > 
© —_ : " _— «+ s - a FM. and 
Fes * 


Als 6, 7 es * 
g ——» —- 


Pr ” 


fi a cc RG 
: $04) , Wi $6 ey” ae ins at ror: ” 
- = oy <6 $4 L 
” Y 


atn,0e Athy ot . _ ——_— mn 
— = oa ef coor re & 50 - 
ASE | 8 £ = - 

_— OS. 6-2. 6 : 


SES a A EEE SB; 
$0495, anneal. A $* 5 $#.4 
—" is rw. 


cy > , 
a >” © "AAS « NY Od ae _ * 
” 


1150: ” 


—__— 


laid a new plot for the {erring'up of his crackt title ;'He would make'the bed aſtep 


\ - Contemplations. 1 Ls XV 11, 
| Nowis Selowon the ſecond time:crowned King of Ifrae), ard now in his one | 
right (as formerly in bis fathers) fars peaceably upon the Throne of the Lord; His 
ave and power come on faſter than his yeares;Envie and ambition where it is'once | | 
kindled, may ſooner be hidin rhe alhes;tban' quite pur out; 4doayab yet hangs after a 
his 01d hopes;He remembers how ſweet he foundrhe name ofa King,;and now harh = 


cothe throne;His old coplices are ſure enough: His part wonld gather much ſtregrh 
if he might enjoy Abiſhag the relect of his father,to wife; If it were not the Jewiſh 
faſhion(as ispretended)that a Kings widow ſhould marry none but a King; yer cer. 
tainly the power both of the alliance,andfriendihip of a Queen muſtneeds nota lit. | 
tle advance his purpoſe: The crafty rivall dare nor either move the ſuit to Salomon, 
or cffe& the mariage withour him;bur would cunningly- undermine the fon by the p 
ſuit of that mother,whoſe ſuic had undermined him. The weaker veſſels are com- | 
monly uſed in the moſt dangerous ſuggeſtions of evill. 

Bathſheba vras ſo wiſe a woman that ſameof her counſelsare canonized for divine, 
yet ſhe ſaw not the depth of this drift of Adonyab:rherefore ſhe both entertaines the 
ſuit,and moves it:But what ever wete the intent of the futor, cculd ſhe chooſe bur 
ſee the unlawfulneſſe of ſo inceftuous a march ? Ir 15 not long ſince ſhe ſaw her hte | 
huſband David abominatingthe bed of thoſe his Concubines,that had been touched! | 
by his ſonne 46/alom;and can ſhe hold 1t lawfull rhat his fon Adonyaeh ſhould climb| } 
up to the bed of his fathers wite ? Sometimes even the beſt eyes are dimme and diſ- 
cerne notthoſe things which are obvious to weaker ſights:or wherher didnor Bark. | | 
ſheba well ſee the foulneſſe of the ſtir, and yer in compaſſion of Adonyabs lare re-| c 
pulſe (wherein ſhe was the chiefe agent)and in a deſire romake him amends for che 
loſſe of the Kingdome,ſhe yeelds even thus to gratifie him. Ir 1s an injurious weak- | | 
neſſe tobe drawne upon any by-reſpects to the furtherance of faulty ſuirs,of unlaw- 
full ations. 

No ſooner doth Bathſhebacome inplace, than Salomon her ſfonne riſes from his 
chaire of State-and meets her and bowes to her,and fers her on hisrighr hand; asnor 
fo remenbring himſelfe to be a King,that he ſhould forger he was a ſonne. No onr- 
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(There 2re crimes wherein there are no acceſlories, ſich is thisof treaſon, Aloha | 


| ward dignity can take away therights and obligations of nature; Had Barhſhebe been 
{as meane as Salomon was mighty,ſhe had caried away this honour from a gracious | 
ſonne: Yer forall theſe due complements Barhſheba goes away with a deniall;:Reve-| | 
rence ſhe ſhall have, ſhe ſhall not have acondeſcent. ! |D 
In the ats of Magiſtracie.all regards of naturall relations muſt give way; That: | 
which ſhe propounded as a ſmall requeſt, is now, after a generall and confuſed in- 
gagement rejected as unreaſonable. Ic were pitty wee ſhould bee heard in all our| 
fairs, Barhſbeba makes a petition againſt her ſelfe,and knowes it not;her fafery and| | 
_ _—_ upon Salomon: raign,yetſheunwirtingly moves for the advancementof 
Adonyah. \o | | 
| Salomon was too dutifull to check his mother.and too wile toyeeld roher:In un- 
fit ſupplications we-are moſt heard when we are repelled;:Thus doth our God many 
rimes anſ\ver our prayers with mercifull denials: & moft blefſerh us-in crofſingour | 


deſires. '. | 
. Wiſe Salomon doth not finde himſelfe perplexed with the ſcruple of his promiſe; | E 
he that had {aid 45.07, for 1:will nor ſay theenay,can now ſweare, Cod'doe ſoto me,and | 
more alſo,if Adougab have nos ſpoken this word againſt hisowne life. His promiſe was ac- 
cording to his-ſappoſition;his ſuppoſition was of no other thanof aftir, honeſt;rea- 
ſonable,expedicnr;now he holds himſelfe free from that grant, wherein there wa#ar 
once. both fin and danger,No man'can be mrangled with generall words againſt his 


owne juſt and honeſtrintenrions. | 0010 oF 

| - Thepolicies of wicked menbefoole them at laſtz this interceffion'hath undone 
Adonyah andinſtead of the Throne haſtens his grave: The ſword of Bexai«þ pursan| | 
end to that dangerous rivality. 194b and Abiathar ſtill held Champerty with c4- 
jab; Their hand was bothy in his claime of the Kingdome;andin the ſuit of 4brfbag; | 
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"Lis.XVII. The execution of Joab and Shimei, 
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may thanke his burden that the lives;Had he not bornethe Arke of the Lord before 
David,he had notnow caried his head upon his ſhoulders;Had he not been affliaed 
with David,he had periſhed with 4dongaby now though he were,in his owne merir, 
a man of death, yet he ſball ſuryiye his partners, Get thee 19 Anathoth unto thine owne 


life : Sach honor have gocd Princes given to the Miniſters of the Sanctuary, that 
their very coat hath been defence enough againſt the {word of juſtice, how much 
more {hould it be of proofe againſt the contempt of baſe perſons ? 


ot detence 1510 the hornes of the Altar. Fond 7oab, had(t thou formerly ſought for 


Beſides his fun&tion,reſpect is had to his ſufferings, The father and brethren of A- 
biathar were (laine for Davids ake,therefore for Davids ſake Abiathar(though wor- 
thy of death)(hall live;He had been now a dead man,ifhehadnot been formerly at- 
fitted; Thus doth our good God deale with ns; by therod he prevents the ſword, 
therefore will not condemne us forour ſfins,becauſe we have ſuffered.If Abiathar do 
not forfair his life, yer his office he ſhall;he muſt change Jeruſalem for Anathoth, & 
the Prieſthood for a retired privacie.It was fourſcore yeares agoe ſince the ſentence 
of judgement was denouncedagainſt the houſe of Eli;now doth it come to executi- 
on; T hisjuſt quarrel againſt A#/athar(the Jaſt of that line)ſhal make good the threat- 
ned judgement: The wickedneſſe of Elies houſe wasneither purged by ſacrifice, nor 
oblicerated by time:If God pay ſlowly, yer he payes ſure : Delay of moſt certaine 
puniſhmenr4s neither any hinderanceto his juſtice,nor any comfort to our miſeries 


— — 
- 


 Theexecution of Joab, and Shime1, 


P42 3;4thir ſhall livethough he ſerve not; [tis inthe power of Princes to 
remit (at leaſt) choſe puniſhments which attend the breach of hu- 
mane Lawes;good reaſon they thould have power todiſpence with 
aff the wrongs done to their owne perſons. The newes of Adonyahs 
\ EI death,and Ab:athars remoyal cannot bur affright 70ab;whonow runs 
ro Grbeon,and takes ſanctuary in the Tabernacle of God;all his hope 


counſell from the Tabernacle,thoa hadſt not now needed to ſeek to it for refuge; if 
thy devorions had not been wanting tothat Altar, thou hadſt nor needed it-for a 
ſhelter:Ir is the faſhion of our toolith preſumption to looke for proteftion, where 
we have not cared to yeeld obedience. 

Even a load clings taſt ro Gods Altar in his extremity,which in his ruffe and wel- 
fare he regarded not; The worſt men would beglad to make ule of Gods ordinances, 
for their advantage; Neceſlity wilidrive the moſt profane and lawlefle man roGod , 
But what doe theſe bloody hands touching the holy Altar of God ? Miſerable 70ab, 


— 


what help canſt thou expe& from that ſacred pile: Thoſe hornes that were ſprinkled 
with the blood of beaſts,abhorre ro be rouched by the blood of men, that Altar was 
for the expiation of (in by blood; not for the protection of the fin of blood. If Ade- 
14h fled thitherand eſcaped,it is murder that purſues thee more than conſpiracie ; 
God hath no ſanuary for a wilfull Homicide. 

Yerſach reſpe&t' doth Benaiah give to that holy place, that his ſword is unwilling 


to touch him that touches the Altar:Thoſe hornes ſhall put off death for the time; 
and give protraCtion of the execution though not preſervation of life; How ſweet is 
life even to thoſe who have been prodigalof the blood of others,that 7046 ſhifts thus 
to hold it but ſome few houres? Benaiahreturnes with 1oabs anſwer, inſtead of his 
head; Nay,bet I will dy here; as not daring to unſheath his ſword againſt a man (hel- 
tered in Gods tabernacle,withour a new commiſſion. Young Salomon is ſo well ac- 

uginted with the Law of God.in ſuch a caſe,that he ſticks not at the ſentence - hee 


fields. The Priethoodof A4b:athar, as itaggravated his crime, ſo it ſhall preſerve his 


| 


| 


knew thar God had enatted,1f a man came preſumptuonſly upon his Neighbour go flay him 
with guile,thou ſhalt take him from mine Altar ghat he may die : He knew 10abs murders | 
had not been more preſumptuous, than guilfull; and therefore hee ſettds Benarah to | 


take away the offender, both from God,and men, from the Altar,and the world. 


L4 6 No 


—_ 


CEE NNE as werge > : 44 
a on GE T 248 
6 omg —_—_— 
4 py : - = _ mY 
img? 4 ”S-: _——— —— TY $5 ww 
og - Þ 


_- 
METS 


CE < -, 7; X - - 
> 4M - 1 SI ILY \ . « - #5 my of — x" + "40 . " 
5 Ne Od 6 i p24. [IR %*© » - "A w* OI * 7 T . 4 
© op w 4 Se Ve - l ” — c . . - 
» $a _— og bats: Hee M , F. Se" —_ I - »— Op Fs hw __ _—_—— " 4 wu —_— PREY 
POTS i ws : 
VOY © Ba. '& oo _ & ©Y ws. Wy Sa PN + _ I "ER F Ss >; 37's , F _— che 
6.45. © p - 5 N Wo ex: IL . J 2 F g A os a 

Lt? "WE; I. TS $47 av as -om 7 2 R _..} * ? _Y 2 os 2 wy 
a 4 R 7 x © "x, k bw = y Yd 2 f 
pe, Me. $36 , >. I eg . 


4 <0; 4, 


.: 2 > " wi > OG. ; — _ wer... = HI f 6 "W z -v ” % 

4 3 tn. Ga Lay a . wwe] b . « pad» he, 2a * Y- oo -- : ns 3 0 4 be _ : > £ +5 8:4 ”% 

Go ay nf a . - ww eT N + a ns » "+ Fw p . hs "4 4 ” : , 4; 71 "IM N Otis 

> "IM OI” pb e To _ ws WI, ” Pd > Fas 4 "m4 7 Tak _ _— 4 _ 

ou _ 43 MN Oe: ati; ot £ © MO ace 4.* 94 — 2» 2 a: 4 2 TV W5 - o Me _—_— 
> 9 ba L "= _ -#" Ee wages (4 X ene -”_ wv w> * - , 
_ 4-605 ar P mn , : ®, - . = bs: 
I % ox nid aig a as. LS 0-0 ' SR, . 


NM 
a wig 
ww "9 jo”. of o 


WT 


; 
Es" Ps 
"2. £ 


+ 
AT, roy 9, 
—w—_ 


, my 
W 
Py > => Mt 
Kare; ns 4 
Pe, b-4 Or > ay: 
- - 
4 n_— +» 
NL 
+ « &. £ 
+ Y Sx. IO 
% 4 a na” & 4.P £3. WF 


F 
oa. ney rentals Anh ao, - 
es 2h Tet Mt 


0 F - hk & \ 
” OO. 4, oo Roy. © ln. AM. ad... © Yr oe IT Bei DP Se. bh _ - , - 
a Wow "6 a” bw v __ k 4 
. TR, . 2 2 Y 0 


a RR ran 
pe Begg we h. . , g 
+ a $a. co we < of 2.9. av C 
_ >. * * 


Sa a. Lot ts, th. _ A. - 5 a WA FP —_ 
XAbt Id. FN IE a —_—_ 7 Ha CSR Eres err Hi. 


$4 
a - . Py 
wv ” , 
4+ ” <4 _—_— 


. - 
Sm ——— -— — 


OR 


By Mw _ 
x _ = 
_ 2 = P I " 
2 - > 
Ds _—_ > 
| bn ” " nds 2A > wa Gant es OE PET Pi 
« gr < s © 4 "Fs Ta —— 29: 4 9s EY * 3-6 4 - Y . 
”” Rs "— _— #3 . - _ II chſew —_ - / z meld hs ty <. Ag ; T ry 
od I, " - , _ +: 2.- * $4 % broth YL : - . b 4 SOSA — 4014 J < cb, 
thaiog — = a” att a . wks * . by nd ou = <26x, .? > 3 : jo " ip; A #4 a _— _ I . 
* - ww we — - 4 a; a Jn% 1 bo >>. % ww —_ re + 
ay; MDETOouw Sg wditeds oY Aon Re. FR he IT a9 btw nnd; a . Roan an $0eS W,-- 
ns O - ” mw $3 FE, Jes hoo We Ee 124, $2 we, 4 tr egy 2 wo og, tee -4. 7 Ny Bar, _— 6 
— $5... b——_ a a4” ones, i”, 1 «4 7 om P LEE EEX MEE En of -" ax Wt. EY LS 2 pp we 4 oF. 
50s nug> 4s ou eos Le - - —__ - x © dr ES. — z 4 - : p- Q F -. 18 
at —_—_— -_— y * -— * = + wages -< - y _ ow pn __ PEO _ —_ | a — . 3 © ”% p a & * T + £2 lk 4 
. > ts I, 9 S * - «- +l 4 _ SE be ——_ ” m_ * a 5 
: 4-4 - - a . Bo wi "IE = . ME = # - 
TX ahet D a fn PP , #>2Y » - l Py , -* — : £> , - - 
« -; G s 7 4 "OA BI” «01 - WES4 : p 4 y Dat "a ag : 
"ſp Rr Ec "I: b Ee ES IRS 0 ws 52 is W- by ms roar. 
He" (EIS: . as Rn I" v*x% . and I we _ EE [: " fs, 5 , 
« _ x 
: 2 -” CI - y Sm, +" yz _ 
- # a 0S + £16 . 
- oY ©. - bo 
; » 


» Peron i 
- or + + 24 


Nga fie conn 


ks 4 AE. 
Wy aw. oa Y 


> 
— 
_ 


_ — ——_— 
Wer. pw: *s | 

C— _ V 

1 £ bd 

” Py a 
tt ” * 

: o—— at ap ow 
v9 " hs 

wp ew ” 


REES - AST W_—_ 
Butt x 
”——— —— ——— 


Cd 2. a _— Tag 


Fa ART, x 
— at 


age et” 
oe P 
ON ne on 3. at tit _ 


— 


—_— _ 
—_—_— — ur —_— © 
9”. 


m__— "— Kt 
- e.- > ts 1: £: 
Son <3 ai, age Ag = 14 wb 
< n+... Hee ES. we om ont - » 5-itip— 
* bs > _—_ OD ” m_—_— 9 


pr. or 
00-ORRA * 
_ « 


© = Tio. AA Warren” as OS. TS , —— 
ee DE Ge ASS 


> wes 
pe ». So 
" . 9 - ng air > "I" "8 vb; 6 _ —_ Ab ARE. 1 48-# 
7 wet, Gp a . "<<" - A jo * > al : 
wo n , Pg: a P » - ' _ - : . | ng. $ - OT ne" 
_ . aan 194g, rot Conc oupy Hh > A om 4 
a wo 4%" 2? ww 1 « , 5 —_ 3, L - v4.2 i of tne L 
20m i. 4 a EE - m0 OE > "io REN 6 - be -— 11 oy" un AE - G ety ———- 
< hr Oe Ie ? g Alps EE EE 2% 7 | fs mat Mo. -* i ”Y aa ; 
I - £ " C I 2 » - 3, a  I-4” FRET... i od. = 7 . 
4 —_ ” - — 24-4 P —> 
\ aig - < ” = , ion ——— 
1 as £7* Ot - i -_ - _ - 


* W909 Ione. A” 


: js "0 
= a 
3 «6 » 
G . 
/ a 3 @ " 
: y 
> Fe 5 
7 ES 1 
48 
RS - 
þ Et. —& 4 , 
q © 63084 7 
b Mi; : 4 
; $4,908" # 
" £ I 4 C : Ld 
of tag 7 3 
- SR + bs F 
| WR”, 
4 : 2 F 263 
, '#>: © 
x5. * bs CF 5 4 
+ = X P 4 7 
F SEO þ 4 oY 
 . WE 5- A + 
IT: & Fs 
0 - ., » 5 
* 5% | |. | * 
5 $i "th y 
= 2 "T2 Ye} | 7 s 
: 3+ - "Þ + * & 4 ; 
Is 4 2 j 
k F - 
'- FEE 4 *S SB? 
£4 *+ 1 "E *y $ 5 x 
P 4 3 4 - © + 
p | 0 ') 
* £ g ff 7 
[oy £14 :- "* Be G- Fn ) 
WH. FI CU 
4 if .. : F, | . * : 
- - br; AF 
: 2.204 $3.3 %.* 12$13-87 
- FR 273K ob £5 h 
445--v b ; b . 
: "RES 17 3M & hk 
T4 1+ 0 3, 5 
g Pp .: be] 5; W's, 4 4 
. 8 » 3. 
; Ch A +} "V x | 
2 3 - td x he? ** 
«WM / R » 1087 &* : 
v4 Sp 7 {1 £ $4. © / 
: 17 3 o #4; * 
+ " WC : ; ; 7 ' 
$7 | -©'y 3; F ” Lhd . : 
Ro. 3 Jo © IBS 6 7+ 2 
_ : # b bk. x 6 ; & #7: 4 : : 
' 7 \ . ; £ q 
" L by » «© 5 , 4 "y ” | 
4 \F : 'F ©. | 
Fs. y S * - - [ 4 . 
$3h __ ny 4: 1 —_ \ $4 E \ Ms hy i 
$ 4 2} 42h 4 
+4..% 5 = 3 $. $87 
. phe I p 5 Fa wa £ Ea "3 } 
ATT 5 co ky : 4 : % by 
: , 1+ ; KEE 4-38 
: 4 *, AS - "4 . : L 
- P'-4 4! * pA © ' 4% 7 
"CM... I $ 4 wth * ') 
} $32 WT; 0 Wh © TS 
Y S *}; © 5 T3 LH 3 . 
: 4 > x $7” ? kh 
; 1, 84 © ff: UR y 
? | E pf © : * b 5 
+* 4 Þ3> £2 4 z ; ? i. 
vi) i nd Fo 4 vÞ | ; 
5 +6 z M-, 4* - . 
*:£* 4 3 8: / 
+ #* WM + Tbs 3 
'4 Ft $ wh 
wh q , - * 6 . 
*z ; 4 Fa +8 F *be 
| 1% 4 s & 5 $4 
BF 1 1s 3. AS 4 
SB F 08. t, 4 
. v FR is : F by-#- 7 - ' 
z= Wy 3 » b, Rr, 4 Y n $ 
0 RS 8 - T7 Z 1 
7%  -4Y . $466 £ 14 
ON k | FRS * ou F % : 
J ” * , i. f ? 
Tat 3-4 
vw - CR . : . 
4 - F' b i a7; M4 / 
- F EF 5 S ut v1 
% L 5 £ £1 
j + 4 :;. i 
i +: b & _ AI ** : 
WITH OS © 
| 7 þ * : Y : 
; F ; bk, RG (| 
bs $2.5 , 
I - Mal 4 | 
3 1 7 
(3 £4 "7 30 5 x | j20 
oo 1 & k Es UP. $ 
LY yh SI8 © 
E F x PEN '# "* z 
d, BETH ENS > 
” 3 Re ©. =: 4+ %. 
2M\J. 5 
+ « Fs 1% 3s 
TL3 b 1 20h nr 
: ; FS & TE 
» . 
q , 3 > q 
S if; fg VP vL 
Y 4 "EF | 
"'s z# 4 
o o v4 z 
: 
Fr * {' oy be 
q : 's y 


- _ qu <0 oyt* 
_ ” , you mo > 
$04 fan as 
5 5 


- *y C 
S- 4 As? 
Reb 
- has 8 7 ores pes 4 oo 
_ d ES - 4 6 —— oy 
@chels "— "a. ao gn OR 
LE Ki 6 # 8 "A 2; << _ +101 aa * 
py bs = / o G w 4 1 - On 
"me" - 2 P (> ts x 8 
1 ow IS FF< ” Pere "OY 
- OE N : 
, "-O 8 TR «> 


lee —_— t_ 


— ES" ox aan 


|j6ab was che man:When David built ſome part of Jeruſalem, 704b built the reft . lo 
{asJeruſalem owes it ſelfe ro Joab,both for recovery, ad reparation;No man held ſo 
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| No ſubject had meritedmore than [ab ; When preclamation was made it! Tae). A 


that whoever ſhould ſmite the Jebuſires firſt, he ſhould be the Chiefe and Captaine, 


cloſe ro David:no man was more intent to the weale of Iracl,none ſo facceſſefy] in 
vitories;yetnow is he cald to reckon for his old finnes,and miſt repay blood to 2. 
 maſa.and Abner: It is not in the power of all our deſerts robuy offone ſinne,cither 
with God or man : where life is ſodeeply forfaired,itadmits of no redemption, | 

The honeſt ſimplicity of thoſe times knew not of any infamy in the execution of 
juſtice. Bena;ah,who wasthe great Marſhall under Sa/omoy, thinkes not his fingers 


ing of juſtice,thanin the violating of 1t. Þ 
| In onea&t Salomon hath approved himſelfe both a good Magiſtrate, and a good | 
ſonne,falfillingar once the willof a father and the charge of God, concludingupon 
this juſt execution, that, up! David, and nper. his ſeed, aud upon his houſe, and upon his 
' Throne, there ſhall be peace for ever fromthe Lord:and inferring,that without this there 
could have been no peace. | 
 Bloodisa reſtlefle ſuitor, and will not leave clamoring for judgement , till the 
mouth be ſtopped with revenge. In this cafe fayour to the offender is cruelty rothe 
favourcr. 

Now hath 7046 paid all his arrerages by the ſword of Zenatah; there is no ſuit a- 
 gainſt his corpszthat hath the honor ofa buriall fit for a Peerec of Iſrael, for the neere}| 
cozento the King. Death putsanend to all quarrels : Salomon ſtrikes off the ſkore, | & 
when God is ſatisfied : The revengethat ſurvivesdeath and will not bee ſhut up in 
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CO —— — 


 defiled with that farall ſtroke. It is a fooliſh nicenefſe ro put more ſhame in the do- 


the Coffin,is barbarous,andunbeſeeming true Iſraelites. : EZ 


| Onely Shimei remainesupon the file, his courſe 1snexr, yet ſo,as that it ſhall be in | 


Bahnurim,a town of the Tribe of Beniamin;Doutlefſe,wher, he ſaw ſo round juſtice 
done upon Adonyah,and 10ab,his guilty heart couldnot think Sa/omons meſlage por- 
rended oughr but his execution;and now he cannot bur be well pleaſed with lo eafie 


his owne liberty to haſten his end; Upon Davids remiſſion, Shimei dwels ſecurely in 
| 
| 


\conditions,of dwelling at Jeruſalem, and not paſſing over the brook Kidron; Whar | 


' more delizhrfull place could he chuſe to livein,than tharccity, which was the glory 


of the whole earth?What more pleaſing bounds could he with than rhe ſweer banks 
of Kidrom?Jerufalem could be no priſon tohim,whiles it was a Paradiſe to his bet-| 
ters,and 1f he had a deſire to take freſhayre,he had the ſpace of fix furlongs to walk 


from the city to the brooke. He could nor complaine to he ſo dele@ably confined; 


And befides,thrice every yeare hee might be ſure to ſee all his friends without ſtir-| | 
- +ring his fooc. 


Wile Salomon whiles he cared to ſeeme not too ſevere an exator of thar, which 
his father had remitted, prudently layesinſenfible twigs for ſo foule an oftender.Be- 
(ides the 0!d grudge,no doubt Salomen faw cauſe to ſuſpett the fidelity of Shimei; as | 
a man wio wazever knowne to be hollow to the houſe of David: the obſcurity ofa 
; Country life 3yould cafily afford him more ſafe opportunities of ſecrer miſchief;Ma- 

{ny eyes (hall warch himin the city;he cannot look outunſeen, he cannot whiſper un- | 


_ 


| 


forfait. 


Shimet feeles no paine in this reſtraint; How many Nobles of Iſrael doe that for 
 pleaſure;which he doth upon command?Three yeares hath helived within compaſl | 
|limited both by Salomons charge & his own oath:It was ſtill in his power (norwith- 
ſtanding Davids Cayeat)to have laiddowne his hoare-head in the (grave, without 
blood: The juſt God infatuares thoſe whom he meanes to plague : Two of Shimeies | 
ſervantsare fled to Gath;8 now he ſaddles his Afſe & is gone to ferch them backe ; 
Ez cher (he thinkes) this word of Salomon is forgotten, or in the multitude of greater 
affaires,not heededzor this ſo ſmall an occurrence will not come to hiseare - Cove- 
rouſnefſe and preſumption of impunity are the deftru&tion of many a ſoule ; Shimer 
ſeekes his ſervants, and loſeshimſelfe; How many are there who cry-out of this _ | 
o/ and 
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heard : Upon no other termes ſhallhe enjoy his life, which the leaſt ſtraying (hall 'E 
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Cin-XVII. Salomons choice, Ec. 


AA, AO 


A | and yet imirate it : Theſe earthly things either are our ſervants or ſhould bee: how 
commonly doe we ſee men run out of the bounds, ſet by Gods Law, tohunt atrer 
chem,rill their ſoules incurre a fearcfull judgement ? | 
Princes have thouſands of eyes & eares:If Shimei wil for moreſecreſie ſadle his own 
Aﬀe,andrake(as islike)the benefit of night, for his paſſage;his journey cannot be hid 
from Salowen.How warie had thoſe men need to bethat are obnoxious? Wirhour 
delay is Shimei complained of,convented,charged with violation both of the oath of 
God,and the injunction of Sa/emon;and that all theſe might appeare tobe bur an oc. 
caſfion of that puniſhment,whoſe cauſe was more remote,now is all that old venom 
laid before him,which his malice had long ſince ſpit at Gods anointed : 7 how knoweſt 
all the wickedne(ſe wherers thine heart i privy that thou didft to David my father. 
Had this old tally beene ſtriken off; yet could not Shimei have pleaded ought for 
his life:For,hadhe ſaid,Let not my Lord the King be thus mortally diſpleaſedfor ſo 
{mall an offence; Why ever died for paſling over Kidron? What man is the worſe for 
my harmelefle journey?Ir had ſoon been returned.If the a& be ſmall, yer the circg- 
ſtances are deadly: The commands of Soveraigne authoricy make the ſleighteſt du- 
ties weighty; It the journey be harmeleſſe,yet not the diſobedience:Ir isnor for ſub- 
jetts to poiſe the Princes charge 1n the ſcales of their weake conſtrucions;bur they 
muſt ſuppoſe itever to be of ſuch importance,as is pretended by the Commander: 
Beſides the precepr,here was a muruall adjuration;Shimer ſwore not to goe;Salomon 
ſwore his death if he went;the one oath muſt be reyenged,the other muſt be kepe - 
If Sh;mei were falſe in offtending,Sa/omes will be juſt in puniſhing. Now therefore, 
thac which 46b:ſhai the ſon of Zeruiah wiſhed to have done in the greenneſſe of the 
wound,and was repelled; after long feſtering Benaiah is commanded to doe : The 
ſtones that Shimci threw at David ſtruck not ſo deep,as Benaiabs ſword;The tongue 
that carſed the Lords anointed hath paid the head toboot. Vengeance againſt rebels 
may ſleep,it eannotdiesA fſure,if late,judgement attends thoſe that dare lift up cj- 
ther the hand or tongue againſt the ſacred perſons of Gods Vice-gerents.How much 
lefſe will the God of heaven ſuffer unrevenged the inſolencies, and blaſphemies a- 
gainſt his owne divine Majeſtie 7 It isa fearefull word,He ſhould not be juſt, if hee 
ſhould hold theſe guiltlefle, 


— 


Salomons Choice,with his judgement upon the two Harlots. 


SR Frer ſo many meſſages and proofes of grace, Sa/omen begins doubt- 
\© XM fully both for his match ,and for his devotion : If Pharaohs daughter 


thoſe miſ-hallowed hills,in an affeQtion of the variety of Altars;Salo 


vours : he rather picties,than plagues us for the infirmities of upright hearts, 


there he offers no leſfle than a thouſand ſacrifices. 


whole day hath been holy. 


x Il werenot a Profelyte,his earely choyce was (beſides unwarrantable) 
Bd FI} dangerous : The high places not only ſtood, but were frequented, | 
| \Y both by the people.and King; I doe not finde David climbing up 


mos doth ſo,and yet loves the Lord,and is loved of God againe : Such is the mercy 
of our God,that he will not ſuffer our wel-meant weaknefles to bereave us of his fa- | 


Gibeon was well wotthy to be the chiefe,yea theonely high place; There was the 
allowed Altar of God,there was the Tabernacle,though (as then) ſevered from the | 
Arke,thither did yong Salomon go up;and,as deſiring to begin his raigne with God, 


Salomon worſhips God by day:God appeares to Salomenby night; Well may wee 
looke to enjoy God,when we have ſerved him; The night cannot bur bee happy 


| 


4 


It was nounuſuall courſe with God to reveale himſelfunto his ſervants by dreams; 
So did he here to Salomon;who ſaw more with hiseies ſhut, than ever they could ſee 
open,even him that was invifible:The good King had offredunto God a thouſand 
| burat acrifices,and now God offered him his option, Aske what I ſhall give thee: Hee | 

whoſe the beaſts are on a thouſand mountajnes graciouſly accepts a ſmall returpe 
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| ——""""\ ofhis owne.It ſtands not with the munificence ofa bountifull God to bee indebted A 
to his creature,we cannot give him ought unrecompenſed:There is no way where. | 
in we can be ſoliberall to our ſelves,as by giving to the poſſeſſor of all things. And 
art thou ſtill,O God,leſſe free untous thy meaner ſeryants under the Goſpell ? Haſk | 
thou not ſaid, Whatſoever yee ſha askethe Father im my name, it ſhall be g1ven you? On. 
ly give us grace notto be wanting unto thee,and we know thou canſti not ſufter any 
thing to be wanting untous. 

The night followes the temper of the day; and the heart ſo uſerh to ſleepe, asit 
wakes : Had not the thoughts of Sa/omon been intent upon wiſdome by day, he hag 
not made it his ſait in his dreame: There needsno leiſure of deliberation: The heare 
was ſo fore-ſtalled with the love, and admiration of wiſdome, that nor abiding the 
leaſt motion of a competition,itfaſtens on that grace it had longed for: Give unes th 
ſervant an under ſtanding heart, to judge thy people . Had not Salomon been wile before, 
he had not knowne the worth of wiſdome, he had not preferred it in his deſires ; 
The davg-hill cockes of the World cannotknow the price of this pearle; thoſe that 
have it,know that all other excellencies are but traſh, 8 rubbiſhunto ir. Salomon waz 
a great King,and ſaw that he had power enough, but withall,he found that royalty, 
' without wiſdome,was noother theneminent diſhonour; There is no trade of life 
whereto there belongs not a peculiar wiſdome;withour which there is nothing bur 
a tedious unprofitableneſſe;much more to the higheſt, and buſieſt yocation, there- 
giment of men:As God hath no reaſon to give his beſt favours unaſked, ſo hath hee 
no will to with-hold them where they are aſked. | 

Hee that in his cradle had the title of Beloved of God, isnow beloved more in thh 
throne for the !ove and deſire of wiſdome;rhis ſoile could neyer havehorn this fruit 
2lone;Salomencould not ſo much as have dreamed of wiſdome,it God had not put it 
into him;and now God takes the ſuit ſo well, as if he were heho!den ro his creature 
for wiſhing the beſt to it ſelfe:and becauſe Salomon hath #ſked what hee (t ould, hee 
{ball now receive both what he aſked,and what he aſked not:Riches and honor ſhal 
be givenhim into the match.So doth God loye a good choyce, that he recompenſes 
ie with over-giving: Could we but firſt ſeek the Kingdome of God and his righteoul: 
neſle,all theſe earthly things ſhould be ſuper-added to us;Had Salomon made wealth 
his boon, he had failed both of riches and wiſdome;riow he aſkes the beſt and ſpeeds 
of all;They are in afaire way of happineſle that canpray well;It wasnodif-comfcrt 
to S4/omen,that he awaked and found ir a dreame; for he knew this dreame was di-!h 
vine,andoracular;and he already found in his firſt waking, the reall performance 6f 
what was promiſed him ſleeping:Such illumination did he ſenſibly finde in all the 
roomes of his heart,as if God had now given him anew ſoule:No marvell it Salomer 
now returning from the Tabernacle to the Arke.teſtified his joy ard thankfulneſle 
by burnt-offerings,and peace offerings,and publique feaſtings; The heart that hath 
found init ſclfe the lively teſtimonies of Gods preſence,and favour, cannot contain 
It felfe from outwardexpreſſions. 

God likes not to have his gifts lie dead where he hath conferred them;[Iſfael ſhal 
ſoone witneſſe they have a King enlightened from heaven; in whom wiſdome did 
not ſtay for heires,didnot admit of any parallel in his predeceſſors. The all-wiſe God 
will find occaſions todraw forth thoſe graces to uſe and light,which he hath beſtow 
edon man;Two Harlots come before young Salomon with a difficult plea; It 15 not 
like,the Princes eare was the firſt thatheard this complaint; there was a ſubordinate 
| courſe of juſtice for the determination of theſe meaner incidences: the hardneſſe of 
this decifion brought the matter,through all che beches of inferior judicature, tothe 
Tribunal of Sa/o0n; The very Iſraclitiſh Harlots were not ſo unnatural as ſome now 
adayes that counterfeit honeſty; Theſe ſtrive for the fruit of their womb,ours to pul 
the off, One ſon is yer alive, two mothers contend for him.The children were alike 
for feature, for age.the mothers were alike for reputation:here can bee no evidence 
from others eyes; Wherhersnow is the living Child, and whethers is the dead ? Had 
Salomongone about to wring forth the truth by tortures,he had perhaps plagued the 
innocent,andadded paine to the miſery of her lofſe;the weaker had been guiley,an6 
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the moreable to beare,had carried away both the child andthe vicary: The counte- | 
nance of cither of the mothers bewrayed an equality of paſſion; Sorrow polleſſed 
the one,for the ſonne ſhe had loſt; and the other, for the ſonne ſhe was in danger to | 
leeſe : Both were equally peremprory,and importunare in theirclaime; Ir is in vain 
to thinke thatthe true part can bediſcernedby the yehemence of their challenge : | 
Falſhoodis oft-times moreclamorous than truth; No witneſſes can bee produced, 
They two dwelt apart under one roofe:and if ſomeneighbours have ſcene the chil- 
dren at theirbirth,and circumciſion, yet how little difference, how much change is 
there in the favour of Infants? how doth death alter more confirmed lines ? 

The impoſlibility of proofe makes the guilty more confident, more impudent | 
the true mother pleads that her child was taken away at midnightby the other; bur! 
in her fleep;ſhe ſaw 1t nort,ſhe feltirnor:and if all her ſenſes could have witneſſed it, 
| yet,here wasbut the affirmation of the one,again(t the deniall of theother, which in 
perſons alike credible doe but counterpoiſe. Whar is there now to lead the Judge, | 
ſince there 15nothingeither inthe aR, or circumſtances, or perſons, or plea, or evi- | 
dence that might ſway the ſentence? Saloon wel faw that when all outward proofes | 
failed,there was an inward affection, which if it could be fercht out, would certainly | 
bewray the trae mother;he knew ſorrow might more eaſily be difſembled than na- ' 
curall love; both ſarrowed for their owne, both could not love, one, as theirs - To 
draw forth thenthis true proofe of motherhood, Salomon calls for a ſword : Doubt- 
lefſe,fome of che wiſer hearers ſmiled upon each other;and choughr in themſelves, | 
What, will the young King cut theſe knotrie cauſes in peeces?Will hee divide juſtice * 
with edge tooles ? will he ſmire at hazard before conviction? The ations of wiſe | 
Princes are ridles to vulgar conſtructions, neither is it for the ſhallow capacities of 
the multitude ro fadome the deepe projects of Soveraigne authority : That (word 
which had ſerved for execution,ſhall now ſerve for triall; Divide yee the living child 
intwaine,end give the one halfe torhe one,andihe ather halfe tothe other,Oh divine oracle 
of juſtice, commanding that which it would nor have done, that ic might findeout 
that whichcould not be difcovered;Neither God,norhis Deputies may be lo raken 
at their words,as if they alwayes intended their commands fcr action, and not ſome. 
times for prodation, 

This ſword hath already pierced the breaſt of the true mother; and divided her 
heart with feare,and griefe at ſo killing a ſentence: There needes no other racke ro 
diſcover narure;and now (he thinks, wo is me that came for juſtice,and am anſwered 
with cruelty; Divide yee the living chila? Alas,what hath that poore infant offended> 
that ir ſurvives,and is ſued for? How much lefſe miſerable had I been,that my childe 
had been ſinothered in my ſleep, then mangled before mine eyes? If a dead carkaſſe 
' could have ſatisfied me,I needed not to have complained: What a wofull condition 
am falne into, whoam accuſed to have been the death of my ſuppoſed child alrea- 


n _ ” 
. 


dy.and now ſhall be the death of my owne?If there were no lofle of my childe, yer 
how can I endure this torment of mine owne bowels?How canT live to ſee this part 
| of my ſelfe ſprawling under that bloody ſword? And whiles ſhe thinkes thus,ſhe ſues 
to that ſuſpe&ed mercy ofher juſt Judge,0h my Lord, give her the living child,and ſlay 
him not:as thinking,ifhe live,he (hall bur change a mother; if he die, his mother lo- 
ſeth a ſon; Whiles he lives,it ſhallbe my comforr that I have a ſon, though I may not 
call him ſo:dying,he periſheth ro bor h;ir is better he ſhould live rowrong a mother, 


than to neither: Contrarily her envious competitor, as holding her ſelfe wel! farisfi- 
ed that her neighbour ſhould be as childleſſe,as her ſelf,can fay,Ler ir be neither mine, 
nor thine,but divide it; Well might Salomon,and every hearer conclude,that citherſhe 
was no mother,or a monſter,that could bee content with the murder of her childe, 
and that if ſhe could have been the true mother,and yer haye defired the blood of 
her infant,ſhe had been as worthy tohave been ſtript ofher childe for ſo foule un- 
\ naturalnes,as the other had been worthy to enjoy him for her honeft compaſi6.Nor 
more juſtly than wiſely therfore doth Salome» trace the true mather by he footſteps 
of love,& pity;$ adjudgeth the child ro thoſe bowels that had yernedat his danger 


| 
| 
| Eyen in morality itis thus alſo:Trurh as it is one,(o it loves intirenefle; falſhood, | 
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diviſion : Satan that hath no right ro the hearr,wonld be content with a peece of it:] A 
God that made it all, wil haye either the whole, or none : The erroneous Church 
ſtrives with the true,for the living childe of faying dcCrine;each claimes it for her 
 owne:Hereſie,conſcious of her owne injuſtice,could be content to goe away witha 
leg,oran arme of ſound principles,as hoping to make up the reſt with her ownemix. 
tures : Truth cannor abide to part with ajoyntand will rather endure to leefe a1] by 
 violence,than a peece through a willing connivency. 


% Ir on) 


” oy "- by 
on ART, 228 TEES Ne, op. Pans vs Go.” 


_ 
0:20" 0} —— A. 
+. 466- _ py = 

* 
Ach, VS we: up __— 

Ls 4 —_— 1 * 

4 ” 
_ RS a 

- [TY _— W- 6 : 

__Y - 
— —— = 


The Temple, fe 


| 
| 


RT isa weake and injurious cenſure that taxeth Salomens ſlacknes in foun- b 

ding the houſe of God: Great bodies muſt have but ſlow motions; Hee! + 

was wiſe that ſaid, the matters guſt be all prepared without, ere we build 

= within:And if David have laid ready a great part of the merals and tim- 

ber,yet many a tree muſt be felled and ſquared,and many a ſtone hewn 
andpoliſhed,ere this foundation could be laid;neither could thoſe large Cedars be 
| cut, ſawne,ſeaſonedin one yeare-Foure yeares are ſoone gone in ſo yaſt @ prepara- 
| tion: David had not been ſo intire a friend to Hiram, if Hiramhad not been a friend: 
to God:;Selomons wildome hath taught him ro make uſe of fo good ancighbour,ofa 
' fathers friend;he knew that the Tyrians ſkill was not given them for nothing; Not! 
| Jewes onely,but Gentiles muſt have their hand in building the Temple of God; 


Onely Jewes medled with the Tabernacle,but the Temple is not built without the 


aide of Gentiles; They,together with us,make up the Church of God. 
Even Pagans have their Arts from heaven;how juſtly may we improve their gra- 
| ces to the ſervice ofthe God of heaven; if there be a Tyrian that canwork more cn 
riouſly in gold, in ſilver, in braffe, in iron,in purple,and blew filke, then an Ifralite, 
| why (ſhould not he be imployed abour the Temple?their heatheniſme is their 
their ſkill is their Makers:Many a one workes for the Church of God,that yer hath | 
! no part in It. | | 
Salomsen raiſes a tribute for the worke; not of mony, bur of men : Thirty thon- 
ſand Iffaclites are levied for the ſervice;yer not continuedly,but wich intermiſſion, 
their labour is more generous,andlefſſe preſſing-it is enough if they keep their cour- 
ſes one moneth in Lebanon,twoat home, ſoasever ten thouſand work,whiles twen-! 
! ty thouſand breathe. So favourable is God to his creature, that he requires us nor to 
| beover-toyled in the workes of his owne ſervice. Due reſpirations are requiſite in 
| the holieſt afts. The maine ſtrefſe of the worke lyes upon Proſelitesz whoſe both 
number, and paines was herein more than the Natives : An hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand of them are imployedin bearing burthens,in hewing ſtones;beſidestheirthree 
{ thouſand three hundred over-ſeers:Now were the deſpiſed Gibeonires of good uſe, 
and in vaine doth Iſrael with that the zeale of Saul had not robbed them of fo ſer- 
| viceable drudges. £ 
| Thereisnoman fo meane but may bee ſome way uſefull to the Houſe of God; 
| Thoſe that cannot worke in gold,and filver,and (ilke,yermay cut and hew:andthoſe 
j that can doe neither, yet may cary burdens: Even the ſervices that are more home- 
' ly, arenot leſſe neceſſary : Who can diſ-hearten himfelfe in the conſcience of his 
| Res ramerrnmar when he ſees.Ged can as well ſerve himſelfe of his labour, as of | 
is ſkill. 
| The Temple is framed in Lebanon,and ſet up in Sion, Neither hammer nor axe 
was heard inthatholy ſtrufure;There was nothing bur noiſe in Lebanon, nothing | 
in Sion but ſilence and peace. What ever tumults are abroad, it is fir there ſhould be 
all quietneſſe and ſweet concord in the Church,Oh God, that the axes of {chiſme,o! 
| the hammers of furious contentions ſhould be heard within'thy Sanctuary ! Thine | 
houſe is not built wich blowes,with blowes it is beaten down:Oh knitthe hearts of | 
thy ſervants together in the unicy of the ſpirit,and the bond of peace; that we 13) | 
mmm ns. Ee) 
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The Temple, 


G—— 


Al minde and ſpeake the ſame things, that thou who art the God of peace, maiſt rake | 


—_—_— 


D] 


| | other,more univerſall Temples; One the Church of his Saints on earth;the other, the | 


pleaſure to dwell under the quiet roofe of our hearts. 

Now 1s the foundation laid,and the wals rifing of that glorious fabrick, which all | 
Nations admired,and all times haye celebrated;Even thoſe ſtones which were laid | 
in the Baſe of the building were nor raggedand rude,bur heivne and coſtly:the part 
that lyes covered with earth from the eyes of all beholders,is no lefle precious,than 
thoſe that are moſt conſpicuous: God is not all for the eye, he pleaſethhimſelfewith | 
the hidden value ofthe living ſtones of his ſpirituall Temple;How many noble gra- | 
ces of his fervants have beene buriedin obſcurity;nor diſcerned ſ6 much as by their | 
owne eyes? which yetas he gave,ſohe crowneth : Hypocrites regard nothing bur | 
ſhew; God nothing but truth. 

The matter of ſo goodly a frame ſtrives with the proportion, whether ſhall tore 
| excell : Here was nothing but white Marble withour; nothing but Cedar and Gold 
within : upon the Hill of Sion ſtands that glicrering and ſhowy pile, which both in- 
viteth and dazeleth the eyes of paſſengers afarre off;{o much more precious within, | 
as Cedar is better than ftone,gold then Cedar; No baſe thing goes tothe making up 
of Gods Houſe: If Satan may have a dwelling, he cares not though he patch ir up of 
the rubbiſh of ſtone,or rotren ſticks,or drofle of merals:God will admit of nothin 
that is not pure and exquiſite;His Church conſiſts ofnone bur the fairhfull, his habi- 
ration is in no heart bur the gratious. | 

The faſhion wasno other then that of the Tabernacle;onely this was more coſtly, | 
more large,more fixed; God wasthe ſame that dwelt in both, hee varied not; the 
ſame myſtery was in both;Onely it was fit there ſhould be a proportion betwixt the 
worke and the builder : The Tabernacle was ereQed in a popular eſtate,the Temple 
ina Monarchy, it was fit this ſhould favour of the munificence of a King, as that of 
the zeale of a multitude; That was erected in the flicting condition of Iſrael in the 
defart:this,in their ſerled refidence in the promiſed Land: it was fit therefore that | 
ſhould be framed for morien,thisfor reſt. Both of them were diſtinguiſhed into 
three remarkable divifions, whereofeach was more noble, more reſerved than o- 
ther. | 

But what doe we bend our eyes upon ſtone, and wood, and metals ? God would 
never have taken pleaſure intheſe dead materials for their owne ſakes, if they had 
not hada further intendment:Me thinkes I ſee foure Temples inthis one. Ir js but 
one in matter.,as the God that dwels 1n it is but one:three yer more,in reſemblance: 
according to diviſion of them in whom it pleaſes God to inhabite : For where ever 
God dwels,there is his Temple;Oh God,thou vouchſafeſt rodwell in the beleeying 
heart;as we thy ſilly creatures have our being in thee,ſo thou the Creator of heaveri 
| and earth haſt thy dwelling inus. The heaven of heavens isnot able tocontain thee 
and yet thou diſdaineſt not rodwell in the ſtrait lodgings of our renewed ſoule. So 
then becauſe Gods children are many ,and thoſe many divided in reſpect of them- | 
ſelves,though unired in their head,therefore this Temple which 1s but one in colle- 
&ion as God is one, is manifold in the diſtribution,as the Saints are many; each nan | 
bearing about him alittle ſhrine of this infinite Majeſtie : And for that the moſt ge. 
nerall divifionof the Saintsis in theirplace andeſtate;ſome ſttugling, and toyling in 
chis earthly warfare,others triumphing in heavenly glory;therefore hath God rwo 


higheſt heaven of his Saints glorifed.In all theſe, O God, thou dwelleſt for ever, 
and this marteriall houſe ofthine is acleere repreſentation of theſe three ſpirituall ; 


Elſe what were a temple made with hands unto the God of ſpirits? And though one 
| of theſe was a true type of all, yet how are they all exceeded each by other ? This of 
ſtone, though moſt rich and coſtly, yet what is it tothe living Temple of the holy 
Ghoſt,which is our body > What is the Temple of this body of ours,to the Temple 
| of Chriſts body which is his Charch? And what is the Temple of Gods Charchon 
earth, ro that which criumpheth gloriouſly in heayen ? . | 
How cafily doe we ſee all theſe in this one viſible Temple : whichas it had three | 


| 


ING of roomes:the Potch, the Holy-place, the Holy of Holies, fo is cach of | 
Eee ce. them | 


-— tl — 


”— 
hte. b 


_ 


. 
oy EIPB 
” a < » 
T_T TN YOUR. > "watt 1m any an ey £1 ” #-*'# 
b . A FO ——_ » 


ER 4 "Ws 
's {auroentinnes — ny > — __—_— 
——— , , -_ $4 K-q 
a, DD rs =>." Snag 


= —_— aac. 


& . 5 
_— a * 
wah. ri”; * » SS 6 4 » 


_— 
_— 
£ -M D C , FAR ſes 
" ol an o "_ 
-_ ARS od Tho ate th, = "WP" 
, — nts 
bm 19+ * 


Yates a ney " " 
= er RY PI” > 
TS. 5 FF... -_ ph IRE wu $5 - _ "yY 
Ms Ns Emo - = E np « 
PITS , - . IS % -, p— _ _ 0 «A ” C 
=.» er ; Þ-4 __ &: + $44 if L 4 - 4 


wig = bon. 


EEE." 


vr "nb, A _ "w _— .- os : E2 oY 
Faq —— pen 4 ip. > pe ore 
any 


. LES A > 
Jas entngs. 


_ ' KS 1 44 A w > 4 > _— 

d As 7-4 _—_ »% —_ p _ & F A 7 4 905m A nun ett PR a 46-5 * = —% y a dn} Oc +> ; 
own ” - 4 . wrt; we hy A—_——_— t —— A _ og #uc/ 44 Hg 2 = w” , 4 % CIS _—_— —_— CITED, "ſy 0 g = _- A 5-4 

Eo s } FI 3 W-w3.icia fs On II TY 6 - ws -: I > ON th, © "*. LO LESS + ers 4 yy A EEE OS on BAT as « [5 
” 3: ont; $a Pt CE EB q A ve -"  "y- aa io bai, war 7 "I + 64A ae* ad s > , 9.4 P xs > 

4 4 fan ee A. ot 1 þ Wi . 2» » \ YT — ", = OW -_ $5 "uti RA - 
£2 OW WALES 13 ? OS "8. 8... 2.oy, 6,5 + BAER 5 eB . ome pager dnny . Dp —_— — : Out 
ns Ds — — bigs oi EA OS =O mas Foes —_ P__ ei : Pl at n =. < #2" S. 


on. + p——___ 
$3, "_ 
o 22 BO 2 4 
ſu 0 Or Oo _— 


—_—_— 
_ - 
att. ifs, aw nn i ar 1 4 


0 - Woe 
a . f - n_ | Ws C—a— 
, A f - - 
_ _—_ =: 3 —_— F —Y ' ——_— , ——_— - 7 * ur hr it "4 : word yh " ap - ” ————_ V y 
- A 4 Tn pop A. a "-" i L ellis fy ne”. goo" a erty = * 2: rooms? wo - * « —_ 4 ag Sy +, __ Mn . ” 2, «Gy "* 1 4 yo = 2 
. - - = = —_ _— _ +; by by Q v4 © " WT - "us, A - oF «x * mY Cy 5 Wy. we Lo bo #9, _—_— [2 pH. ” XD Py «TX, y. x 2 S Fo »- S291 4 Y mY - > - Þ.. > _ —_— 
a jo — 4 . Y = . % + Fs ” m dd * ji = adv b F _— **,. 64 x: 4 - 0 A + - < . od = RA A ba "< o- " <0" P27 + bad 3 » 
> ——_— 5w=— 2" why + nan hnern en; merry; * »* Mae RF tt yt as - "RE ow WW es entire 2 et 9g : ws. - : 62-23 i ano 1x boeant: py ee; 4 ae ot . : - _ * Fx zz be " we ot X 4 - Y £ PY _ . | ; . : 
I ee 4 SE. SH A F= — p- Sa —_ bro 5. nt a [: —,, "7 | bg ws i "rar. IG» =» *, go _ : : Kelis Ee 4 Po as ds . Me "Nv — "2% —- GR. E207 a ® je - ed 2 * ng $ .- «44 —_ 
® y hs Ing Oe : _ 5 oh ® us, 4 : he ts, V Bu - Y _ 5 am. Calls a A, . a 2: ws - hs 1 49 i - 4,” F hy 2 wy, 7 : #5 ze : , ,% n= at Ax; ? Cad 27 4 &- "Yo <4 2 I 4% 4h g % "7 Sh, ws <: k _—_— - 
Pines - - : , 962. 5q k , þ , = - 3 as *% * 54 g - D PF ROE? > wo. : "— A a rt ; _— +... 4 i 4 o . - - AT” ” Eos 
. 5 86 2 Pe p "S <a - * "* ** 2"# _ — "HS 2 «4 cara "% "$8 s OE oh " = *.; a ER: þ. . ;” s EP”... "2 
: j =, 5: - : » _ wy”. "WM. SET: 4 OT CT \ 7 SE IE” ", : X A I : , 5. al OTE 
, aF. * wr. be 4 EX _- WA 55, ts 8 » %&S . = ned q 6.4 PS "het > Þ in : , 7 j Ss og MY dy © n 
V ") td iy %Y Pe. a} 5 , a - tr L- A " 


. Ls 
—_— - 0 Os, 6 06> ag» 


A b- 4 - * 
— <1 S— ' = . 
: SS + +. VIII N —— " - ——\ bp fl Is > * * # 
A T IN 2% 2} ; oY ”: —_—W & — 8-4 afar envi e*3-- , x 0 ae S z 
Ru 


-—- 
_— 


TRA 6AGG 


* - m ; <0 ts a 4 +. 
Ce IE IE ID. ok. an ok he ther. = m0 
—— - YR WS we $..S + 
_ a ar * + > ibs * 1n 


_— —— —— 


na. 4. + a” 
5 +. 


T5 Das OS 


at 
* 


 ” . 


_ » 4 hs ne __ 
x CEO. ad " a oins. 6 
4 TIPSR _—_— O03; en BE es Th 


, =y Ml 
Py 


—— ae ts.) ns HI 4 Bos. © oa a. 
. = 


4 Ws ns ©, 4. 42s 


F - % +. an & 
- - ,- P., -- n. » Cr _ 6 - C 
ky » Io 4 . : £ * - P mu, 
<4; 44 Py « 4 ” =» a at - — - " 4 fn 
0 25 YR I DS PTR AY EET%Y. LEA >ueoaey 4, 7 Ro Rs DR - $C IP CI 2, HE Ao PICs» rt, 
- —— _ —— _ 'L b ” - ” oy - - 


(Contemplations. Lis,XV1Il, 

themanſwered ſpirirually:Inthe Porch we finde the regenerate foule emringinto) 1 
he bleſſed fociery ofthe Church-Ia the holy place,the Communion ofthe 05,2 
ſible Church on earth,ſelefted fromthe world : Inthe Holy of Holies (whereinto 
the high-Prieſt entred once ayeare) the glorious keaven, into which our true high- 
Prieſt,Chrift Jeſus,entred once for all to make an atonement betwixt God and 
man, In all theſe what a meer correſpondence there 1s both in proportion, matter, | 
firgation ? IR 633 

Ta meporcion The ſame rule that ſkilfull caryers obſerve inthe cuttingout of the | 
perfect ftatue of a man, that rhe height be thrice the breadth, and. the breadth one 
| third of the height, was likewiſeduely obſervedin the fabrick of the Temple:whoſe 
lengthwas double co the height,and treble to the breadth,as being ſixty cubirs long, 
thirty high,and twenty broad; How exquilite a ſymmetry haſt thou ordained (0 
God)berwixt the faichfull heart, and thy Churchon earth;with that in heaven:hoy | 
accurate in each of theſe,in all their powers and parts compared with other? So hath 
Godordered the beleeving ſoule thatit hathneither roo-much ſhortnefſe: of grace, 
nor too much height of: conceit,nor too much breadth of paſſion;So hath he ordered 
his vifible Church,that there 15 aneceflary inequality, without any diſproportion : 
an height of government,a lengrh of extenr,a breadth of juriſdition duely anſwera- 
ble to each other;So hath he ordered his triumphant Church aboye, that it hath a 
length of eternity anſwered with an height of perfection, and a breadth of incom- 
prehenſible glory. 

In matter; All was here of the beſt; The wood was precious, ſieet, laſting : The 
ſtone beautifull, coſtly, infenfible of age; The gold pure and glittering - So are the 
graces of Gods children, excellent in their nature,deare in their accepration,erernal 
in their uſe:Soare the ordinanggsof God in his Church,holy,comfortable, Irrefraga- 
ble. So is theperfeQtion of his glorified Saints incomparable, unconceivable. >| 

In ficnation; The onter parts were here more common,the inner more holy, and 
peculiarly reſerved : I finde one Court of the Templeopen to the uncleane,to the 
uncircumciſed: Within that,another,open onely to the Iſraelites;and of them, tothe 
Cleane; within that, yet another, proper onely tothe Prieſts and Levites; where was 
che Brazen Altar for facrifice,and the Brazen Sea for waſhings : The eyes of the La- 
itie might follow their oblations in hither, their feer might not. - 

Yet more,in the covered roomes of the Temple,thereis, whither the Prieſtson- 
ly may enter,not the Levites;thereis, whither the high Prieſt onely may enter, not 
his brethren. ON 
| Tris thus in every renewed man, the individual temple of Goethe outward parts 
ace allowed common to Gedand the world;the inwardeſt and ſecrereſt, which is the 
(heart, is reſerved onely for the God that made it. It is thus in the Church viſible,the 

falſe and fou'e-hearted hypocrite hath acceſſe to the holy ordinances of God, and 
treads in his courts; onely the true Chriſtian hath intire and private converſation 
with the holy One of Iſtael:Heonly is admitted into the Holy of Holies,and enters 
within the glorious yaile of heaven. | 

Iffrom the wals we looke nnto the furniture: What is the Altar whereon our fa- 
crifices of prayer and praiſesare offered to the Almighty bur a contrite heart? What 
the golden Candleſtickes,but the illumined underſtarding;wherein the light of the 
knowledge of God,and his divine will ſhincth for ever ? Whar the Tables of Shew- 
bread,but the ſanQified memory,which keepeth the bread of life continually ? Yea 
if we ſhall preſame ſo farre as to enter intathe very cloſer of Gods Oracle ; even 
there, O God,doe we finde our unworthy'hearts ſo honoured by thee,rthar they are 
made thy very Arke,wherein thy Royaltlaw,and the potof thy heavenly Manna 15 
kept for ever;and from whoſe propiriatory,ſhaded with the wings of thy glorious 
Angels,thou giveſt thy gracious Teſtimonies of thy good ſpirit, witnefling with | 
ours, that weare the children of thee the livingGod. ; EEE. 

Behold, if Salomon built a Templeunto thee, thou haſt baile a Temple unto thy 
ſelt in us.Weare notonly through thy graceliving ſtones in thy Temple, bur living 
| Temples in thy Sien : Oh doe thou ever dwell in this thine houſe; and in this tb) 
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' Lis.XVII. Salomon and the Queene of Sheba. 


A | houſe ler us ever ſerve thee:Wheretore elſe haſt thoua Temple,butfor thy preſence | 
withus,and forour worſhipping of thee? The time was, when,as thy people, ſo thy 
ſelfe,didſt lodge in flitting Tents,ever ſhifting,ever moving;thence thou thoughteſt | 
beſt ro ſojourne both in Shilo,and the roofe of Obed Edom; After thar, thou con- 
deſcended(t ro fertle thine abode with men,and wonldſt dwell inan houſe of thine 
owne,ar thy Jerufalem.Sodid(t thou in the beginning lodge with our firſt Parents 
In a Tent;Sojourne with Iſrael under the law; and now makeſt a conſtant reſidence 
under the Goſpell,in the hearts of thy choſen children; from whence thou wilc re- 
moyeno more; they ſhall remoye from the world, from themſelves, thou ſhalt not 
remoye from them. 

Whereſoever thou art,O God, thqn art'worthy of adoration;Sincethou ever wilt 
dwell in us,be thou ever worſhipped in ns:Let the Altars of our cleane hearts ſend 
| up ever to thee the ſweetly perfumed ſmoakes ofour holy meditations and faithfull 
prayers,and cheerfull thank(-givings:Let the pure lights ofour faich,and godly con- 
verſfation ſhine ever before thee,and men,and never be pur our:let the bread of life 
ſtand ever ready upon the pure, and precious tables of our hearts. Locke up thy 
Law,and thy Manna within us; and ſpeake comfortably to us from thy Mercy-ſear. | 
Suffer nothing to enter in hither that is uncleane - San&ifie us unto thy ſelfe,and be 
chou ſanctified in us. 7. 
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| Salomon, and the Queene of Sheba, 


27d hathno uſe ofthe dark lanterns of ſecret, & reſerved perfecti- 

&f ons; We ourſelyes doe not light yp Candles to put them under bu- 

| ſhels. The great lights whether of heaven or earth, are not inten- 

| ded to obſcuritie;but as togive light unto others, ſo to be ſeen the- 

k ff ſelves; Dan and Beerſheba were too ſtait bounds for the fame of Sa- 

GD Wy /0o0n;whichnow hath flown over all lands and ſeas, and raiſed the 

world to an admiration of his more than humane wiſdome.Even ſo,O thou eyerla- 

ſting King of Peace,thy name is great among the Gentiles: There is no ſpeech nor 

language where the report of thee is noc heard; The ſound of thee is gone forth 

through all the earth;Thy name isan ointment powred out, therefore the virgins 
love thee. 

No doubt many from all coaſts came te learne and wonder; none with ſo much 
note as this noble daughter of Cham:Who her ſelfe deſerves thenext wonder to him 
whom ſhe came to heare, and admire ; Thata woman, « Princefle,a rich and great 
Queene, ſhould travell from the remoteſt South, from Saba,a region famous for the 
greateſt delicacies of nature,to learne wiſdome,is a matchleſſe example. We know | 
| Merchants thatventure to either Indies for wealth; Others we know daily to crofſe 
| the ſeas for wanton curioſity: Some few Philoſophers we have known to have gone 
farre for learning ; and amongſt Princes it is nounuſuall thing to ſend their Embaſ- 
fadors to far diſtant Kingdomes,for rranſactionof buſineſſes either of State,or com- 
merce;burt that a royall Lady ſhould in perſon undertake and overcome ſotedious a 
E | journey,onely to obſerve,and inquire into the myſteries of nature,art,religion, is a 

thing paſt both parallel,and imitation; Why doe wethinke any labour great,or any 

way long,to heare a greater than Sa/omon ? How juſtly ſhall theQueene of the South | 
riſe up in judgment, and condemne us,who may heare wiſdome crying in ourſtreers 
and negle& her? | 

Certainly ſo wealthy a Queene,and fo great a lover of wiſdome could not want 
great ſchellers at home; them ſhe had firſt oppoſed with her enigmaticall demands; 
and now finding her ſelfe unfarisfied,ſhe takes her ſelfe ro this Oracle of God,lr is a 

thing to doubr,berrer to be reſolved: The minde that never doubts ſhall learn 
nothing;the minde that ever donbes ſhall never profit by learning: Our doubts one- 
ly ſerve to ſtirre us up to ſeeke truth; ourreſolutions ſettle us inthe truth we have 


| found. There were no pleafure jn-reſolutions;f we had nor been formerly on 
| wit 


P TR” <3 tr = > » 
»6- < a <7 > 2 ” $*"<xPs *, Wu. 
Oe . ” o hs _ 


_ : 
a «4 


—— , . ——_ = a _ R Pa 2 A na tb %* __ ; - "I _ 
Dy ITN % wa rHumHd@#t ISS E093 Bra WEL? ” 


: « ad © & 
» £2 << - ww a* ts, a; wu 7 , 
Be Me ; % ; . wn, CE oor? 2 : - $6 vg jo - 
" © a” vt BE. <ny . wa _— os wn y TH « 2 nh. EI _ 2; "$5 - 5 _— . " i ®. ov e = _ 4 wy, . - , w os 
- SY —& ” 5 * Mc : S} % ir " " h Is 7: » 4 MEL —_ x the <7 : + - " « On * A — a —— ws by _ _— x * I - 
a , CEE” = mou ws nn. _ : f 4 - P pt, et a . be rg Br b I » wt . ng nt dr Fug OP £ . 92S , a % 2: 
6. SE G Fo " "I to en tree —_ 4 —— A « S, 5 4 p "= ih, 33 + Pl 43s F J 1 <2 oo" a ©: 3 gf bo Bo «71 7 un Sx ae m— 4 WI_e—_ - | p nb fl 5 " on G 2 A 4 «ks _ pats. b Y 
_—_ _ —_ , a4 405 Ie or ww © a - PRI <4 x 74 -+ _ ge. —— 9 —_— > - Ts — «Ge MA - OJ PE : ; _ TY —— .. ' - hy Lo0 -_ — us 4 * . 
_ : 5 \ 4 n EMD ; q 9 e ” —_— g , um TI 2 ? X AS 0 i AJ 00> 2 ty - 2 IE by : _ , = - . 4 
<__wx— PRES +** & 0 h "ne von - h ue a, - : h_—_ h , X 4 » F " " a wo ” Th _ _ nnd "I 
= al = MET oy x q 6 i A d 4 P — «Jun 4s i 4 - "01 4 « By 2 5 tage s —_—_ , p 2 A 
- %. Hd Wo 2 , we ww.” my ; wth : : X He) 9 he. SY + abr . 7.2 T7 as LEE « «YN _, wy - "$2 26 5 Tang CON Þ . "'£ »+©Y) T , po Y bu 5 X = . _— « - 
S > 2 —_— Y mg 4 Ro W424 en” Po <3 4 oi > gn a © ſ-* Ls a ny LETT fs, ww T_4 Sr A . gp Lo + © 2 Mra* "= * on . d OE v4 74 %S eh 2 fu aA o Sg —_— , 6 > _ . 2» $#% » —_ 
"7 4 b #4 +4 = TY. by 5 e "7 OE ee ” OOF a..< 8 Fg 234,85 png W2-- oo we - > ” - "S &. ec .* »o a b - 5. "4 2 . « 
kgs : Ss ro x X Hl . Pra «x ron © 5 MA We $5 OY OY I% * wo i# IR. jj M . S. A : AY "RON , - * S: 
wm 7 : ©, EF tte, bog # 47 "_ _- > % Rs £4 24, Mat hot E n WS. * Vigo p at  -# X NEO ky hs fr, s P MS > . 4 £ L em» . | 
& EY 2 In (R438 =” | % >. th. Re dy « My 7 A+ 
"$3 X : : by : ed 


: ©ue,4 g 
— A” 
Mido a mae 


So AVON Ree OAT, At. = tt ts; > A 
wrt 4a $4. "> - ——_—— 4. ag F. 
4 k. os YO 
COIEER 7 l ot 
& So. 4&2. a = 


GH 


ny on a ie ey Re RET 


I -——__— 4+ 
PR ge” 


w— 
Ew 
en noe rebebing $i IT Foous ied 


RF. 
BAS 2 


<< ad _ 
+22 's 
—_ JS t——nccitthy hots 
an rpg ei { —o_ ot ny ow, 
" IE a -- ” ©> - "hw 
*, - 2 
3 - 


wo > 
ON _ 


LS 
RL Wa rhe F 2 
C—— 


— i —_.. 


T7 UP RE 


” 3 : » <& ” hd = P97 - * 
5 —oe.,_ a Y z® : 
b Mm 
- 5.3 a; 


__ "—- 
_ > >Þ 
- - 


* —__ eB PRO. IT 
Dodd. wore root on ee 


— 


CIS TY 
« ws JE” 
q OY Mi 
” a. 4 * - 6 — - CRY th" <= amd w Nx wa 
on wood = ED nn - 

jo OTE i jos TR, AN, Oe, 2-6 Y: 
ve . -— I * - bk 

7 YG I" F cog. 4 8 $ - 

= Þ Mt . , wAY;- <a 0 ; - * "0-0. ag ; ” 
— MS 46 Ke <.-c i $a hr A IE IG Ge - Res. 4 "+ F 5 En - 

4 " Ws Gnas nn 5 Yon Fees uk 


»* FI & ft 3 —_ — jv a 
nn | 2s, WS. 
« = © DR 7 et = a & 
_ < 4% » ME %" Py... [XS . - 
» ha. £ , 
. Y 


ms 


L- n ;* : c - S, 
as » x 


ps . . b » 
A - —- - [ Js. 2 " | a nts end Y K "mY . ; 6 pag. 2 vo a ys —_ I 6% 
Q Cn eo Re on eld xg Se RI oi et os 4 me NO He... Sp * ©*: in We + 
nh, 4 ou” won kg IS p wei ; b 
- - <tom, Dal. 4 MN, 1 radi 24 b 's n_ &. # Hp cs ” =— ec. » Hb 4 - = tr » 2 
wc gr HAN, > 0 7 SK. at Its P- -» + _ þ * - qe fate i _ bg = I; 
_- —_— , _— OT _— Bo 200” Rem >. IS Son. .- + d0s Wo —_ EY X 5-2 . 


walk 


—_— - arors ; ; s y- 
FL 4 Pann a * 4 "0 g + Op; + af * a ES . bg, eg nals OY 
: WY ” 1 — + 

_ p = > ny g wi A + he ann <9 6 ag one von he te% _— mo > $4 wh. 

tt a _—. S — ——_ - Pe © 4 —_— S >. 4h LAS. il . a _ = we” 5 ws, % —— __ in 
4 I *- 0 . . 1 p X O . : 5 52.  - _ - ———_ 
+ = yy M4 ox $4 Es 4 - a. a J . L : ” , x ba SY WK k Lao _ 
J - OR . _ . N 
- " 


*""- «1 p14 Rl 
, —_——— — 
ns & 
I—__ 
"4 4 _—_— 
jews 


gb. Gs; 5+ 4 OY "Fo * > « ep] - = 
_ d vgs 6 e -> ” « « _w_ Y 
Iz $a ors 
00: ae. 5 e'4 og i W446 - 
24 £98 Kay, : $ * GP . wr h, + 
a4 1 


1160 | 


” 0 F om 
>. a/* >= _ 4 » s 
- poegy FE 
. 
— I dna. a - Eran 
” - Þ be my - 
—— —_ Pn 44>; AE w_ 
av " _ 4 _—_ Nl KV, Rad 
op > F 
7. "os - L 
ns he - 


-w e_——— I—_ 


| 


| 


| 


C ontemplations ; 


th. 


it were not for the hope of reſolution-It 15 not ſafe to ſuffer doubts ro dwel too lon 
upon the heart;there may be good uſe of them as paſſengers,dangerous as inmates; 
Happy are we if we can finde a Sa/omos to remoye them. 
Fame as itis alwayesa blab,ſooft-times a lyer. The wiſe Princeſſe found cauſe tg 
diſtruſt ſouncertain an informer: whoſe reports are ſtill either doubrful,or fabuloys. 
and like windes,or ſtreames,increaſc in paſling : If very great things were nor ſpo- 
ken of Salomon, fame ſhould have wronged him;and if bur juſt rumours were ſpread 
of his wiſdome,there needed much credulity to beleeve them. This great Queene* 
would not ſuffer her ſelfe tobe lead by the eares; but comes in-perſon to examine 
the trath offorraine relations. How much more unſafe'is it 1n the moſtimportant 
buſineſſes of our ſoules,to truſt the opinions and reports of others? Thoſe eares and 


When we come toa rich treaſure,we need not be bidden to carry away what we 
are able. This wiſe Lady as ſhe came far for knowledge, fo finding the plenty of this 
veine,ſhe would not depart without her full load : there was nothing wherein ſhee 
would leave her ſelf unfarisfied:ſhe knew that ſhe could not everyday meet with a 
Salomon; and therefore ſhe makes her beſt ule of ſo learned a Maſter:Now ſhe em 
ties her heart of all her doubts, and fils it with inſtruQtion. Itis not good negleGing 
the opportunities of furniſhing our ſoules with profitable, with ſaving knowledge. 
There ismuch wiſdome in moving a queſtion well, though there be more in aſſoi- 
ling it : Whatuſe doe we make of Salomens Teacher, if fitting at the feere of Chriſt 
weleave our hearts either ignorant, or perplexed? 

As if the errand of this wealthy Queene had been tobuy wiſdome,fhe came with 
her Camels laden with gold,andprecious ſtenes, and rich odours : Though toa | 
mighty King ſhe willnort come to ſchoole empty-handed : If ſhe 'cameto fetch an 
inyaluable treaſure, ſhe findes it reaſon togive thankes unto him that kept it. As he 
is a foole that hath a price in his hand to get wiſdome,and wants an heart: So is hee 
unthankfull that hath an heart to get wiſdome,and hath no price in his hand; A price 
not countervailable to what he ſeckes, bur retributory to him ci whom hee ſeekes,. 
How ſhamefull 1s it tocome alwayes with cloſe hands ro them that teach us the 
orcat myſteries of ſalyation. 

ExpeCtartion is no betterthana kinde enemy to good deſerts: We leeſe thoſe ob- 


befriended by fame;whonow in our judgement are caſt as much below theirranke, 
as they were fore-1magined above it. This diſadvantage had wiſe Salomen with this 
ſtranger; whom rumour had bid to look for incredible excellencies; yer ſo wonder- 
full were the graces of Sa/omon,that they overcame the higheſt expeGarion,and the 
liberalleſt beliefe : So as when fheſaw the archireQure of his buildings, the proviſi- 
ons of his tables,the order of his attendants, the religion of his facrifices,ſhe confeſſed | 
both her unjuſt incredulity in not beleeving the report of his wiſdome, andthe n- 
jurie of report,inunderſtanding it.7 belceved not the words till I came, and mine eyes had" 
ſeene it and loe the one halfe was not told me. Her eyes were more ſure informers than 
her earcs. She did not ſo much heare as {ee Salomuns wiſdome in thele reall effedts. 
His anſwers didnot ſo much demonſtrate it,as his prudent government. There are 
ſome whoſe ſpeeches are witty, whiles their cariage is weake; whoſe deeds are in- | 


 congruities,whiles their wordsare Apothegms. Jr is not worth the name of wiſe- 


dome that may be heardonely, and not ſeene : Good diſcourſe js bur the froth of 
wiſdome ; the pure and ſolid ſubſtance of iris in well-framed ations; if wee know 
theſe things, happy are we if we doe them. | 

And if this great perſon admiredthe wiſdome,and buildings, the domeſticke or- | 
der of Salomos,and chiefly his ſtately aſcent into the Houſe of the Lord;how ſhould 
our ſoules be taken up with wonder at thee, O thoutrue ſon of David,andPrince of 
everlaſting peace,who receivedſt the ſpirit notby meaſure ? who haſt built this glo- 
rious houſe, not made with hands,even the heaven of heavens ? whoſe infinite pro- 


eyes are ill beſtowed thar doe nor ſerve to chooſe and judge for their owners, | ip 


jects which we over-look.Many had been admired if they had nor been over-much | 


vidence hath fivectly diſpoſed of all the family of thy creatures,both in heayenand 
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[with doubts; There were nothing bur diſcomfort and diſquierneſſe. in doubrs , if 1 


'L I ».X VII. Salomon and the Queene of Sheba, | 
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A Un and my laſtly did(t aſcend up on high,and ledſt captivity captive,andgayeſt | | 

gifts tomen | 

So well had this ſtudious Ladie profited by the LeRuresof thar exquiſite Maſter; | 
chat now ſhe envies, ſhe magnifies none but them who may live within the ayre of 
Salomons wildome : Happy are thy men,and happy are thy ſervams, which fland romipu- 
ally before thee, and that heare thy wiſdome. As if (hee could have beene content to 
have changed her Throne for the footſtoole of Salomon. It is noteafie to conceive 
how great a bleflingiristo live under thoſe lips, which doeboth preſerve knowledye 
and utter it : If we were not glutted with good counſel], we ſhould finde no reliſh | 
in any worldly contentment in compariſon thereof: Bur, he that is full deſpiſeth an 
hony-combe. | 

She,whom her own experience had taught how happy a thing it is to have aſkil | 
fall Pilote ſitting at the ſterne of the Stare, blefſeth Iſrael for Sa/omon, blefled God 
for Iſrael,bleſſeth Sa/omes and Iſrael mutually incach other; Bleſſed bee the Lord thy 
Ged which delighted in thee, to ſet thee on the Throne of Iſrael, Becauſe the Lord loved I( | 
racl for ever, therefore made be thee King to doejudgement and juſtice, It was not more 
Salomsns advancement tobe King of Iſrael, then it wasthe advancement of Iſrael to 
be governed by a Salomon. There is no carthly proofe of Gods love toany Nation 
comparable to the ſubſticution of a wiſe and pious governour : co him we owe our 
| peace,our life,and which is deſervedly dearer, the life ofour ſoules, the Goſpe!.Bur, 
oh God how much haſt thou loved thine [ſrael for ever, in thar thon haſt ſer over it 
that righteous Branch of 7eſſe, whoſe name is Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty Go, | 
the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace : In whoſe dayes Indah ſhallbe ſaved, and Iſrael 
ſhall dwell ſafely? Sing O heaven, andreioyce O earth, and breake forth imto ſinging, 0 
wmountaines, for God hath comforted hu people, and will have everlaſting mercy upon his af 
flited. 
| TheQueene of Sheba did not bring her gold and precious ſtones ro looke on, or 
co re-carie,but to give toa wealthier than her ſelfe. She gives therefore to Salomon 
anhundred & twenty talents of gold, befides coſtly ſtones and odours. He that made 
 filver in Hieruſfalem asſtones,is yer richly preſented on all hands. The rivers ſtil! 
runne into the Sea; To him that hath ſhall be given : How ſhould we bring unto thee 
O thou King of Heaven, the pureſt goldof thine owne graces, the ſweeteſt odours 
of our obediences 2 Was not this withall a type of that homage which ſhould bee 
' done unto thee, O Saviour, by the heads of the Nations ? The Kings of Tarſbifh 
| #nd the Iles bring preſents;the Kings of Sheba and Saba bring gifts; yea all Kings ſhall 
| worſhip thee, all Nations ſhall ſerve thee, They cannot enrich themſelves but by giving 
unto thee. 

It could not ſtand with Sa/omoxs magnificence to receiye rich courteſies without 
a returne;The greater the perſon was,the greater was the obligation of requirall ; 
The gifts of meane perſons are taken but as tributes of duty; it is diſhonourable to 
take from equals,and not to retribute : chere was not therefore more freedote in 
her gift, then in her receit:Her owne will was the meaſure of both; Shee gave what 
ſhe would:ſhe received whatſoever ſhe would afke; And ſhee had littleprofited by 
Salomens (choole.if the had notlearned to aſke the beſt : Shee returnes therefore 
more richly lads then ſhe came: ſhe gave to Sa/omexas a thankful Client of wiſdom ; 
Salomon returnesto her asa munificentPatrone,according to the liberality of a King. 
We ſhall be ſure tobe gainers by whaſoever we give unto thee,O thou God of wil- 
dome and peace: Oh that we could come from the remote regions of our infidelity, 
and worldlineſſe,tolearne wiſdome of thee, who both teatheſt and giveſt it abun- 
| dantly,without upbraiding,without grudging ; and could bring with us the poore 
preſents of our faithfull deſires,and fincere ſervices : how wouldſt thou recetye us 
with a gracious accepration, andſendus away laden with preſent cornforr; with c- 
| ternall glory ? | 
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Salomons defeftion, 
| 


*[nce the firſt man Adgam,the world hath not yeelded either fo great an 
© example of wiſdome,or ſo fearefullan example of apoſtaſie as Salomex: 
YS: Whathumane knowledge Adam had in the perteQion ot nature by c 


= 


| 


in to them,nor let them come in to you, for ſurely they will turne your hearts after their 
gods; ro them did Salomon joyne in love;who can marvellif they diſ-joyned his heart 
(from God?Saran hath found this bait to take ſo well, that he never changed it ſince 
.he crept into Paradiſe. Mow many have we known whoſe heads haye been broken 
| with their ownerib? 

Inthe firſt world the ſonnes of God ſaw the daughters of men, and tooke them 

wives of all they liked; they multiplied not children, bur iaiquities : Balaam knew; 
iwell if the dames of Moab could make the Iſraelites wanrons,they ſhould ſoon make 
{them Idolaters : All lyes open where the covenant 1s not both made with the cye, 
and kept. 
0 _ the charge of God to the Kings of Iſrael before they were,that they ſhould 
not multiply Wives.Salomen hath gone beyondthe ſtakes @f the Jaw,and now is rea-; 
dy to leeſe himſelf amongſt a thouſand bed-fellowes: Who o layes the reincsinthe| 
neck of his carnall appetite,cannor promiſe where he will reſt, Oh Salomon, where 
was thy wiſdome,whiles thine affeftions runne away withthee into ſo wilde a yo-! 
{laptuouſnefle?Whar dootes it thee to diſcourſe of all things; whiles chou miſ-know- 
; eſt thy ſelfe>The perfeQtions of ſpeculation doe not argue -the inward powers of. 
( ſelfe-government; The eye may be cleare,whiles the hand is palfied. Ic is not fo 
{muchro be heeded how the ſoule js informed,as how itis diſciplined; The light of 
| 


knowledge doth well,but the due order of the affe&tions doth berrer : Never any 
meer man ſince the firſt, knew ſo muchas S«/omon,many that have known leſle tave 
had more command of themſelves: A competent eſtate well huſbanded, is berrer 
thana vaſt patrimony negle&ed. 

| There can beno fafery to that ſoule where is nat a ſtrait curbe upon our deſires: 
If our luſts be not held under as ſlaves,they will ruleas tyrants.Nothing can prevent 
| the extremity of our mif-cariagebur early and ſtrong denials of our concupiſcence: 
(Had $4/omsn done thus,delicacie and lawleſſe greatneſſe had nor led him into thele 
bogs of intemperance. r c5f TI 
|* The wayes of youth are ſteepe and ſlippery, wherein as it is eafie to fall, (© it 18 
commonly relieved with pity;but the wanton inordinations of age are not more un- 
ſcaſonable than odious;yet behold Sl/omons yonger yeares were ſtudious,and10n0- 
cent,his over-haſtened age was licentious and mi} governed; For,when Salomon 94 
old, his wives turned away his heart after other gods : Tfany age can ſecure us from the 
danger of a ſpirituallfall, it is our laſt; and if any mans oldage might ſecure him, - 
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ho would 
have looked but that the bloſſomes of fo hopefull a fpring, ſhould haye rocked a 


goodly and pleaſant fruit,in the Aurumne of age?yer beholdeven Salomons old age 
vicious. There 1s no time wherein we can be ſafe, whiles we carry this body of (ina. 
bout us: Youth is impetuous, mid-age ſtubborne,old age weak,all dangerous:Say nor 
now; The fury of my youthful flaſhes s 6ver, 1 ſhafl henceforth finde my heart calme and 
impregnable;whiles thou ſeeſt old Salomon doting upon his Concubines, yea upon 
their Idolatry. 

It is no preſuming upon time,or meanes,or ſtrength:how many have begun and 
proceeded well,who yethave ſhamed themlelyes intheir laſt ſtage ? If God uphold 
us not, we cannot ſtand: If God uphold us we cannot fal;whenweare at the ſtrongeſt 
Itis the beſt to be weake 1n our ſelves; and when at our weakeſt, ſtrong in him, in | 
whom we can doe all things. | 

I cannot yet think ſo hard of Salowon,that he would projc& his perſon to 4 ſhre- 
roth the goddefle of the Sidonians,or Milchom the Idol of the Ammonites,or Che- 
moſh the abomination of Mg«b:He that knew all things from the ſhrub to the Ce: 
dar, could not be ignorant that theſe ſtatues were but ſtocks,or ſtones,or merals,and 
the powers reſembled by them, Devils.Itisnot like he couldbe fo inſenſate to adore 
ſuch Deicies; bur ſo farre wasthe uxorious King blinded with affe&ion,that he gave | 
not paſſage onely tothe Idoſatry of his heatheniſh wives, bur furtherance. 

So did he dote upon their perſons,that he humoured them in their ſins: Their at 
1s therefore his,becanſe his eyes winktat it ; his hand advanced it : He that built a 
Temple to the living God, for himſelfe & Iſrael in Sion,built a Temple to Chemoſh 
in the mount of Scandall, for his Miſtrefſesof Moab,in the very face of Gods Houſe : 
No hill about Jeruſalem was free froma Chappell of Devils : Each of his dames had 
cheir Puppets,their Altars,their Incenſe; Becauſe S/owoy feeds rhem in their ſuper- 
ſtition,he drawes the fanne home to himſelfe, and is branded for what hee ſhcu'd 
have forbidden.Even our very permiſſion appropriates crimes to us : Wee need no} 
more guiltiaefle of ary finne, than our willing coleration. | 

Whocan bur yearne,and feare toſee the wofull wracke of ſo rich and goodly a 
veſſel: O Sz/#aw10n, wert not thou he whoſe yonger yeares Ged honoured with a 
meſſage and ſtile of love? To whom God twice appeared;zandina gracious viſion re- 
newed the Covenant of his favour? Whom he ſingled out from all the generation 
of men tobe the founder of that glorious Temple which was no lcfſe cleerely the 
Typeofheaven,than thou wert of Chriſt the Son of the everhving Ged? Wert nor 
thou that deep Sea of wiſdome which God ordained to fend forth rivers and foun-- | 
eaines of all divine,and humane knowledge to all Nations,co all ages? Wertnot thou 
one of thoſe ſele& Secretaries, whoſe hand it pleaſed the Almighty to imploy in 
three peeces of the divine monuments of ſacred Scriptures? Which of us dares ever 
hope to aſpire unto thy graces? Whichof ns can promiſe to ſecure our ſelves fro thy 
ruine?We fall,O God,wefall ro the loweſt hell,jf thou prevent us nor, if thou ſu- 
ſtaine us not; phold thou me according to thy Word that I may live,and let me not be aſha- 
med of wy hope.Oraer my ſteps in thy word,and let not any iniquity have dominion over me. 
All our weaknefle is inour ſelyes,all our (trength is inthee. O God,bee thou ſtrong | 
in our weakneſſe,that our weake knees may be ever ſteddy in thy ſtrength. 

Burt in the midl(t of the horror ef this ſpectacle (able to affright all che ſons of men) | 
behold ſome glimpſe ofcomfort:was it of Salomon that David his father propheſied, | 
Though he fak,he ſhall not be utterly caft downe,, for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand ? | 
If ſenſible grace, yet finall mercy was not taken from that beloved of God; In the 
hardeſt of this winter, the ſap was gone downe tothe roor, though it ſhewed nor | 
in thebranches : Even whiles Salomon rettioved, that word ſtood faft, Hee fhaff bee 
my ſonne, and L will be his Father, He that foreſaw his finne,threatned and limited his 
correQion, If be breake my ſtatutes, and keep not my commandements, then will 1 viſit bis 
tranſoreſſion with arod, avd bi iniquitic with firipes ; Nevert heleſſe my loving kina -| 
veſſe will 1 not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my faitbfulneſſetofaile;, My Covenant wil | 


A | Was Salomons; the beloved of God.the Oracle,the miracle of wiſdome.W 
| 


CY 


_ » _ ys 
_—— . - rg 
- . - n - 5 *! XS -XY L b - 
» " " wet . ———— - — > = 
hy - # ; POP . * - a - - PR s Je} "PI. —_ ny w_ . _ ——_—_ 1. yak = -_ GT I Ay 4. 
k = 4 yz. 4m 7 wace n _—_ - ? F « hes ws A a  - aſhe - - - % he- IR 6. w. 4 at al 1t-A-+- _ rt 46 a+ =—_ - » eG » - = 
q . "+ bs. "vs . _ $444.44 +4; Pe hs "VEG: © oy - *” w_ : m_ Fo — « 
s 5 <, by s a6 MY SS ? a " ww 7,5: F7 4/92 + <r—— —— C ”; ” ” 6 _ $4 ST : 1 k y i . oY a 4 > LY « S F© - of » > " "Mi he """mF" as 
, _ - —— _ —_ L 4 4 V OT Lage 30S 7 : TP 220% LS; * oS 5.4 5) CW + OR 7, ad uo ft OF Ke. _ : mn. nath,,. 4i,- Ser 9” ew rag * <6 5 5 + p 1 * -- wy => -——— a -v-L 4 o© + " and; > RY bo hw b, - -_ ak 4 6'> 
. , + Th, aq . . "IMSOE. . tus! Es Oe” : SIE - on Fog. we; £ ——T SG Oo : Au © 7, # y 3 RIS tf as "# PR was 9x _ oy A = —_u Ben 6 nfl,” Wn, , —_— 5m h IO , _ * eo h : * —_ - : , . —IEESs _ - —_ . * » 
—y on” = ' bg ny - - 20. v4. tos "+ Ears 4 A > ”% 9 of *. 24 * g oa % 4 _ "ey; A; ul "_ Po ed: , £3» _ . pnge : 'S. oF Rar. x” i n © Wo. : —"Y " Y -_ o Fj . _ > nl S.. A P S w . l 
l _ _= bY ry mg . _— CONISEEAGSY 5. 4}. pe ' > 3 9 7 *; 4. __ * =: Wx® 1 , es be Y 7 , : IG I% F< go ” tg + PLN. *: ee > 9 « $6 $ELCCOP mg Hm 4 
k _ o IO. cap s : 1 3 Ed p a, " ey = a —— So <wog ——_ S & wi n, L fe » MR SS .\ $- a k _ —_ ww 0 - 4 Zeke » RE & 7, b " _ Ie Aww wk, , hm , F 4 
"> 1 c Y rr nk het " . ou e / —_ _ On . = Cs a "Dizzy Hl a = Sg L þ 6 nw > Ugg : 
- : F i % % > 3% T— Ha 4 « l "Tx \ 4 4 - » S I: _ : : " ye208 " y . PS . <B on # _ x Pee Sw a-” 4 he 
ni OS - *; - " rd. 4 <P het” = .. * hg uy; [57 = «5, » Sees ay” _— ” * dd * " "EE wy WE T7 : 64 Re on _ = 4 a ” o— — - —_ - cy _ 
oo ng hes OO 3 BY ML a6 ae; __ Rr an — A A OR 00 Me fs > over ate | n "2" wha. cm 5d þ 
germ {2 ; OE" —_— mA , we” _ 0 * F SY - rj _ 26h. - OR v4 - 0 ">" AN I _— —_—_ - , Gig 
© 2 oof we dat, * 4 ” LOR 4 ng a * Q x d of { ou Y "Jo. g £1 oy jp” ES "1 . p NY US. We, wo - __— ay St. nar. p F 28” þ4."s hs os. * I rn p # _ -_—_ - _—_ -” 4 bc _ >. » beg IT _y Wt b* - « =#-A 
£ A " #2 : "OS I ec et -- iS Res. x 2 : 99> P"5 bd q — ona; 2A 4 wi 
7 ” , £ ? * PE, - < "wa bs 3. Sd. $44 {3 Po 6 ; pr OI] 4% , > ci No. 7 2 x a; = +4 q LY . " —_ 
1 $ $$: 3- "Ts pt ” . 4 - Is © &; £ b5, 
5. *s 7 . of F 


#: 


p. eta , 
any. A—_ 
en 22S Ms. 


FAS 


Z 
—; 


1” *.Y - a v ret 


my - ain - _ _ 
uo 


as” As 


/ _ a Pr A 2 ——— 
E we v —_ » 2 


1 zot breake; nor alter the thing that « gone out of my mouth; Behold the fayour of bs | 
oth 


- —_ - 
OI « 7. Mad oof» _ boa " 1, TS _ — a gs 2p art row ls 
- - 


t 


=” GO Its Sr - " 
Y " STE as Ig Lag > - PI . ' : $- - < 
: G : + : - : " k , & Mr ; wo 4 
Y <2 2' of Bans as. . Ss WW *4__Ck + ww $2 7 1464 ou" 4+ 5:4. oy * wy 3 _ 4 
es S i —* y oy PREY , n Pap > - - P $1 w Foie woe 2 - | 
p YT ” ” I rin - * K 7 - - 
La he 1 . PRE CER , ES ned. comet Py —_— i _ — > » . , 
= _ —Y "FT "> C Foe Fora -« . 1ST 1. 2 45-4 $93.24. % $4” --L USA CON Va oO V- Fat = veF RO” Yo £ _- 22 - - 
__— wa a —_ - Pq -_ . " ” a FRY > 3 P C 4 
= th 0 4 4 ay poi . - 4 ' : ”_ : _— : - 
- 4 - —_— = = L 6 5 - m_ mo ot "9 4 « 6 q a = 
LY - - =_ —_— - — : mockes _ 2 _ o_ i." ei W- .-* Zy - - 6 <P." 4 -. - Os LY x then CO— - wy s  4.<V my 
o « g wp _ _ . - A _— I 4 Y : A fy He. aw” & £4 4 - 
4 ” LP ai mT a 41% a. TR - is "x $A _ _ - » i. a4 + u "0 SAR 4 " a _'M 5 0 hs hy A 
- ; 4 A is Ls "© ts Ao 
$ 


—_—— 


; (ontemplations. | - Li ».X VII 


AGE: 


doth not depend upon S«/owons obedience:It S4/omon ſhall fuffer his faithfulne 

faile contri God:God will notrequite him with the failingof TRI Tie D ” 
Salomon: If Salomon breake his Covenant with God;God will not breake his Coye- 
nant with the father of Salomon,with the ſonne of David + Hee ſhall ſmart, hee ſhall 
not periſh, Oh gracious word of the God of all mercies,able to give ſtrength tothe 
| !anguiſhing, comfort to che deſpairing, to the dying, life. Whatſoever weare,tho! 
wilt be ſtill thy ſelfe,O holy One of Iirae}, true to thy Covenant, conſtant to thy 
Decree; The ſinnes of thy choſencan neither fruſtrate thy counſell,noroar-ſtri p thy | 
mercies. | 

Now I ſee Salomon of a wanton lover,agraye Preacher of mortification;] ſee him 
quenching thoſe inordinate flames with the teares of his repentance. Me thinkes 1 
heare him ſighing deeply betwixt every word of that his ſoſemne penance, which 
he would needs enjoyne himſelfe beforeall the world.1 have applyed my heart zo know 
| the wickedueſſe of folly even the foolifhneſſe of pap h6,rqp 1 finde more bitter than death 
the woman whoſe beart is as nets and ſnares;and her hands as bands : Who ſo pleaſeth God 
fhallbe delivered from her, but the ſinner ſhall be taken by her. | 

Salomon was taken as a ſinner,delivered asa penitent. His ſonle eſcaped as a bird 
out of the ſhare of the fowlers;the ſnare was broken, he delivered : It is good for 
us that he was both raken,and delivered; Taken, that we might nor preſume ; and 
that we might not deſpaire,delivered. He finned,that we mightnot finne;hee reco- 
vered, that we may not finke under our finne. 

But,oh the juſticeof God inſeparable from his mercy; Salomens finne ſhall nor e- 
ſcape the rodof men;Rather then ſo wile an offender hall want enemies, God ſhall 
raiſe up three adyerfaries unto Salomon; Hadad the Edomite, Bezon the King of A- 
ram, eroboam the ſonne of Nebat; whereof two were foraine, one domeſticall : No- 
thing but love andpeace ſounded in the name of Sa/owen; nothing elſe was found'in 
| his raigne,whiles he held in good termes with his God : But when once hee fell 
foule with his Maker,all things began to betroubled. There are whipslaidup againſt | 
che time of Sa/omoxs fore-ſeen offence, which are now brought forth for his.corre&ti- 
on:On purpoſe was Hadadthe ſonne of the King of Edom hid'in a corner of 'Egypt 
from the ſword of David and 1o4b, thathe might be reſervedfor a ſcourgeto the ex- 

orbitant ſonne of David : God would have us make account that our peace ends 
with our innocence - The fame finne that ſets debate betwixt God and 
- w5,armes the creatures againſt us: It were pitty we ſhould bee 
at any quiet whiles we are falne out with 
the God of peace. 
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Elijah with the Baalites. 
Elijah ranning before Ahab, flying from Jezebel. 
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Jeroboame Wife. 
By Jo 


Aſa. 


| Elijah with the Sareptan 


| Jeroboam. 
1T he ſeduced Prophet 
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HONOVRABLE Tawes 
LORD Hars, BARON OF Say, 


Viſcount Doncaſter, Earle of (arlile,one of 


the Lords of his Majeſtics moſt Honourable 
Vrivie Councell. 
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Right Honourable: 


(cannot but thus pratulate to yon your happy 

return from your many C7 noble imployments: 

which have made you fome yeares 4 ſtranger 

at home, and ſo renowned abroad, that all the 
| 1, ] better parts of Enrope know and honour your 
EE name,n lefſethen if you had been born theirs: | 
| Neeyther is any of them ſo ſavage, asnot to ſay, when they heare 
mention of your worth,that Vertue is a thouſand Eſcuchions, 
Ff now your ſhort breathing-time may allow your Lor- "ip the 
freedome of quiet and holy thoughts, caſt your eyes! 4: Fſrael 
|audJudab, upon the Kings and (Prophets of both, tn ſuch benefi- 
ciall variety as prophane Hiſtory ſhall promiſe in vaine-. Your 
Loraſhip ſhall ſee Rehoboam following Salomon in nothing but 
bu ſeat,and bu fall,as much more wilfull then his Father, as leſſe 
wiſe; all bead, no heart; ojng thofe ten T ribes wuth a churlilh 
breath, whom hee would (and might not recover with blood; 


Teroboam as crafty,as wicked:plotting arevolt, creating a reli- 
gion to his ſlate, marring Fſraelites tomake ſubietts, branded in 
bis name, ſmitten in his band, in his lones. You ſhall ſce a faith- 
full meſſenger of God, after miraculous proofe of his courage, 
| 


| 


— 


W/W fidelity, 


heath. Hi. 


| 


mm... 


fidelity, power, good nature, paying deare for a little circumſtance| 
of credulous diſobedience; T he Eyon wm zocall for bu blood as 
the price of bis forbidden harboar : You ſhall fee the blinde Pro. 
phet deſcrying the diſguiſe of a Queene-., the judgement of the 
Ging, theremovall of a Prince, z00good for Jeroboams beire, 
| You ſhall ee the right flocke of royal ſucceſſion flouriſhing in Aſa 
| whiles that true heire of David(though not without fome blemi. 
ſhes of infirmityinherits a perfect beart; purgts bis Kingdoms of 
Sodomy, of Idolatry , not balking fin even where he honoured 14. 
zure. You ſhall ſeethe wonder of Prophets, Elijab;openiny and 
ſhutting heaven,as his private cheft ; catored for by the Ravens, 
nor leſſe miraculouſly catoring for the Sareptan , conteſting with 
Ahab, confronting the Baalites, ſpeaking both fire and water 
( from heaven) in oneevening; meekly laquaying bis Soveraigne, 
weakly flying from Jezebel, fed ſupernaturally by «Angels, hid 
in the Rockof Horeb, confirmed by thoſe dreadful apparitions, 
that had confeunded ſomes other;cafling hu mantle upon bu home. 
ly ſucceſſor, and by the touch of that garment turning him from g 
ploughman,to a Prophet But what do I with-hold your Lordſhip 
in the bare head of thu inſuing diſcourſe © Fn all theſe our pier- 
cing eyes ſhall eaſily ſee beyond mine,and make my thoughts but 4 
| [ation for a further diſcovery. Your Lordſhips obſervation hath 
ſtudyed men, more then bookes, here it ſhall flndly God, more then 
men; bat of bookes hath made you full, that of men,tudicious,thy 
of (od (hall make youholy and happy : Hitherto ſhall ever tend| * 
the wiſhes and indevours of | 
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Your Lordſhips humbly devoted 
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in all faichfull blervance, 


: 
[yt 
_ 
oY # 
# F 
FE 3#! 
> þ F 
n - : 
F , F 
4.37 : 
: : | 
3 if 
, Py 
4 
+ - 
- » _—_ 
: 
7 ; 
3 *. 
j 17% 1 
x! yp 
: * 
: . 2 
+ : 
4 * Hy 
'S 7 
| l ; a ; 
= 48 YL 
( w f .# 
þ ; 
\ . 4 
7 £4.77 £0 
” 18 » 
iT * Y:£< 
2 " : T 
1 LY L oy - : 
 F&*: a 
, + i 
I? + \ 
: + a ® 
& p ® 1 
6 7 08 
T7: 1. 
; : + f « 
: A ? £0 F7- 
+1 F 
* Fi F< 
© K "3+: 
* a * I , 
27 6 
43". 18 
ST 4 47 «S £1 
SY F* WF. 
+ : * y 
# j A 
5 '&* # 
: FE * ©) 
Wi. 4 : 
7 W-; : 
13 LW SS 
9 - : j 4 x 
4 - : : 2 
{S1ET 
0 . 45 9 KT 
lk + 2 g | 1 
: Ly; by nf 4 xx 
| * ® : 
_— *- » S 
s. Es 4 +: 
” By * ; | 
$: * 4 3 K+ $1 : 
T 'S 7 pF 
? \ $ £ 
HUE 
? J * 70 " | 
[4 . : , 
4+ $8 3 
» o #, 
. es - ; 
Fs * * 
£4 2 £ 
+ 3.3 A < vES. 
4” ; be: FY 
T7 x i o : v 
8 (14: 16 
1%” 
D 5 x J / 
S. £73. 
F \N T3 :; 
7 ” 8: l * 
® x =, . l FT 
% "35835 439 ba 
4.4 | | 
y "4 FF 1 He 
5: 55:29 WW 
A POS | 
1% 410 Wa 
83k. 236 
Wes. . 2 
" 8 © A 
Ne - Me 
. | # 
5, UB 
6 © 437 "*8# 
Fa ». tx LB FM þ F 
£ f 1 4 * © ' | 7 
47 b- 2 & ; 
x : —m—_ 
2 v % F $I; 
oy bs o POS 
4 ob OY 4 - 
4 Sz *- 
by L/ i , q 2 
: 2 -* + £ GAY 
28 $5 : $ 
3 + WE! x 
"M8 2%. CF; 0% 
«\16 DE; 
: k £0 -+ *Þ ' * 
 T 2 Ve. Ph 
© $- 7; +1 z 
IE \ 
© 2P 2 if 
% $ _ 2 C - 
: FS 1 4 # # : gd 
Ss * > ? i y 
; J * a _ : . | a or 
2 1 ++ *. 2 FP L k + 
TRIS - F 
5 > + CFE. \ 
4 |: +I © 1 
i 4 2 1 of} -: 
pl y 4©* $ : 
7 - AE k 
"8" TS 1 + 
=— 7; 
.©:K +8, BS 
x $f "1 : 
! 7 b e- ©: I 4 bY is 
) #44 8. ,; 3 
44 7+ 4 i "» 
© 40 x” '® : i vs 
Þ EY ? 
= .- = 4 ; 4 
; 'Þ 2 > 3 
ESE » $5 
EY $* +. S@ 13 # 
: Bn LS 4 ys 
Bd 4H ay tf P42 
;  $E.FE. 344 ©: 2: 
{A ; Tz p © y Fl) 
, 5 "+ 5.4 þ bs - 
2; Y '* '® | 
=_ &. *.% 4 j 
IT; * 6 ? 
* v; 6 
WP”, 
b } "SL * #, # 
© TS + $$ A. 
I " «4 : 
"SES 4 4 ; 
- 
= ST 1 
» : » 4 "T4 
3& * k E, : ; 
p *. = : ; 4 
i E 37+ BEE 
; Vs. ; : : ; 
$33. $3013 £5 
: Tot bs , | 
yt F. L , F 
AS. 
Sy 34% 4 x 0 
+ $4 
4 BY 
bl NL 4 
Mo. BE 
FAS 
"IS [8 , 
Se. i 
y by / "we 
"7": 
"Mie $ 
. t .q - by a 
WES. 3 1 
2h. + 
$87..4 
# 6 'F 
SS. SURO 
£ : 89 
2 SW L L . a, ' 
i537: ; 4B i 
» [4 + 
& "> L 4% 
oo. F. a. o F » 
44: FT + 
d 'Y 73 - Y 5 
} wh *:-8 0 Ea $M 
TI Bowe. 
* ; v V 4. + Tx 
| + Ep 7 \*F rg 
Ht. - 14% 
: x : © '| * + *Þ 
* * 7 3 39 it 
j *F - by - BY » _ F - 
FE 2 j- : 
6 - Hf YJ IT. && 
8-1 i 
l ; 3. 3 25 
/ VI. £ : L, 4 
;F + & |; "© 
; F 7 4 , 3 - 234 
"4 %e1 q C ? x 
q Moen. St Z F. 
bk Þ 1k 
Ld ; 4 b , 5 
T3. if $5 
: "7 3s "# 
[ 4 F* x 
: } 4 
: - b4 
. yd 
fb | 
” 7 


——___—__ S_—— wa t0 ey 
_ m 29S e* - : 5X3 _— ” - 

! % 7 F4 * 4 _ —  — y > _—_——— ST XY ISS - - 

LRN —_ = 


dy Y | \ Uh, bo 11 ab aN 
X Jos: H AL Lo 


OO OHO——_ TY | 


_ — 


 ——_— (ED — * 


= ans ng 0 Y -S 
EX” —_— #4, ; 
Eat rd Sb, - 


” 
_—> 
Ee ON = 
X - S 


2 "wy - 
ES. 3 2 : 
"I 1 < Q 
en 


- tes 
<a 
v8, 


, * b 
43 of Py 
« : , 
- EIS ; . 3 4 
__ 4 a _ -> > > 
ae —_ _ A 
2 + Oni pts: x pw _— Yo” egy 
| L \ fo AT —_— : 
£90 - £ G1 >” _m_ _ a”, 4 Tz 2g ea 
_ = w—- -_— - 
= r _s Ae un. i a 
4 Ah - : - * af WE 
- om 3-08 6-5 ns} 
mL: ——_ 4 
i 8 P 
4/6 , 
a+ 5 xe C 


Gaga es 
7 & Mat. 
Ty 


4 " 
- oY , PF —- 
, d ” _- pp 2 —F - , TINS 
ack —— "IX 2" fee tas ae tg rw ares oat er cu edna 7-5 
en ho ter 9a nap ewe rt _ - + > rote » og” HO HR 
. < 1 - ” : _ 7” —_ =_ I 
== - ——_— : Coe Gm _— —— 
"E..: 4 — F =_ 
& gs c 1 _- & *, m_ nu — - . hs 
"Sa > Y 2 


- \w ”" p- > > %-6;- *%y s & —_- " 
[0 i” _ % S - 
: . 2.5 JOE 5" "e7 ER rs + Wl Ea A . Co R F g 
- = , : be - Y yan x -_— —— - _ Yo adit. co tc OE IIS - &< *wS fax + > Sm 9 OE IN II . - 
CUT £6 ane. _ + LIT mn £ - 2" ob . C T Se... —__— © eto <br tf png ot. I Mp rhe el 2 OT 9 EN I | ae BE ES ICED 6 - a 

——— : - _ - — _—_ _ —_ =" — om Page __ * * = - n s ”"y is 4 i ys $49 bs "4 noags <a - __ SRL oo 4 "WL > hp ed " : « +. god + 6m q h, - ” hoy pe my os  —_ me 

©, ad... MS | _— ow Manatee —_ 5 * FT ot: : " "ISS, 2 > Wh. os 4 J 2 s y ">. | at 4 —_—— CY 6 - wg ae o ” a * : 4 "<i + A . is 46 ” - 
Pt _ ce — ©» onohis ye. #:7 I Yoo TT OT I p Af. Eg ny Fee . Rs tr tr $4. + 0 Ss, 208 bn” 2a wy w-<7— et Co oe - 4 * Se pos we 

v - - G My bs 
© ms ” "IS 2 We . d 
re 


| Lis XVII. 


> <x; HC Yo: 


A . 


Cee jw 
bags & re<o. onte> 


4 
oe. WET AD 22S. 64 44S FI 
an op wie * A, Ly > 2x >. - <_ 

» =— 4% <4 ID bd ” 

* Mg 4 " 
4 W—- =» 


- 

"0 It ” 

A p_ — _— OE PR OE 
E : 4 


— ©; 


et 
le 4” 


| 


: ; 
- . 


i 


a Go A. 


REeuoBo AM, 


4 
i; ts i 


Ho would not but have lookedthat ſeyen hundred wives and three 
YA hundred concubines., ſhould have furniſhed Salomons Palace with 
[Rift chayceof heires, and have peopled 1irael with royall ifſte > and 
V/A now behold, Salomon harh by alltheſe but one Son, and him by an 
{3} Ammoniteſſe:Many a poore man hathan houſe-fatof children by | 
one wife; whilesthis great King hath but one ſon by: many houſe- | 
fulls of wives : Fertility is notfrom the meanes, but from the av- 
thor:It was for S4/omes that David ſung of old;Lo,children are an heritage of the Lord, 
and the fruit of the wombe is his reward ; How. oft doth God deny this heritage of 
heyres, wherehe gives the largeſt heritage of lands; andgives moſt of theſe living 
poſſeſſions,where he gives leaſt of the dead?that his bleſſings may be acknowledged 
free unto both;entailed upon neither, | 
As rhe greateſt perſons cannot give rheſelyes children, fo the wiſeſt cannot give 
their children wiſedome:Was it not of Rehoboars that Salomon ſaid; I hated allmy la. 
bour which I had taken under the Sunne, becauſe 1 ſhould leave it unto the man that ſhall be | 
after me, and who knoweth whether he ſhall be « wiſe man or a foole ; Tet he ſhall rale over | © 
alt my labour, wherein 1 have laboured, and fhewed my ſelfe wiſe under the Sunne ? All | 
Ifrael found that S2/oons wit was not prapagated - Many afoole hath had a wiſer 
ſonne, then this wiſeſt farhcr : Amongſt many ſonnes 1t 15 no newes to finde ſome 
one defetive : Sa/omon hath bur one ſon,and he no miracle of wiſdome : God gives 
purpoſely ſu eminent an inſtance, to teach men to looke up to heayen, both for 
heires and graces. 
' Salomon was both the King of Iſrac],and the father of Rehoboam,whe he was ſcarce 
ont of his childhood ; Rehoboarn enters inturthe Kingdome ataripe ape; yet Salomon 
was the man, and Rehoboam the child: Ape is no juſt meaſure of wiſdome: There are 
beardleſſe ſages,and gray-headed children: Not the ancient are wife,bur the wiſe is 
ancient. 1{fael wanted not for thouſands that were wiſer then Rehoboam:Yer becauſe 
they knew him to bee the ſonne of Salomon, no man rakes queſtion of his govern- 
| ment:In the caſe of ſucceſſion into Kingdomes we may not looke into the quahries 
of the perſon, bur into the right. Soſecure 15 Salomon of the pooges fidelity to Da- 
vis (eed,thar he followes not his fathers example in ſetting his ſonne by him,in his 
 owne throne : here wasnodanger ofa rivaliry to enforce it; no eminency in the ſon 
f0'merit irzIt ſafficerhhim ro know that no'bond can be ſurer then the naturall alle-| 
| geance of ſubjetts : I donor finde that the following Kings {tood upon the confir- | 
mation of their people ; but as thoſe thar knew the-way to their throne, aſcended | 
their ſteps wichont aid; As yer the ſoveraignty of Davids houſe was greene, andtin- | 
ſetled; Liracl therefore doth not now come to attend Reboboam, but Kehoboams goes | 
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Iſrael would enterraine a rebell, it wasan ill ſigne: worſe yer,thart they will counte- 

nance him; worſtot all,thar'they would imploy him: Nothing doth more bewray | 
evill intentione,then the choyce of vicious Agents: Thoſe that meane well will not 

hazard either rhe ſuccefle,or credit of their ations upooffenſive inſtruments: None 
but the ſJutriſh will wipe their faces with foule clothes. Upright hearts would have 

faid,as David did to God,ſo to his Anointed: Do net 1 hate them that hatethee? Teal 

hate them with a perfedt hatred. Terobeams head had beena fit preſent to have been ten- 

dered unto their new King : and now inftead thereof they render themſelves to /e- 
roboams,as the head of their faction. 

Had not Rehoboaw wanted ſpirits,he had firſt(after Salomens example)done juſtice 
to his fathers traytor & then haye treated of mercy towards his ſubjects: The peo- 
ple ſoone found the weakenes of their new Soveraigne,elſe they durſt not have ſpo-| 
ken to him by ſo obnoxious a tongue: Thy father made our yoake grievous wake thon it 
lighter and we will ſervethee ;, Doubtleſſe the crafty head of leroboam was in this ſuit, 
which his mouth uttered in the name of Iſrael;nothing could have beene more ſub- 
rill:lr ſeemed apromilſe,it was athreat;that which ſeemeda ſupplication was a com- 
plaint: humility was but a vaile fordiſcontentment; One handheld a paper.the 0- 
chcra ſword : Had they faid, Free us from Tributes, the capitulation had beene 
grofſe, and ſtrongly favouring of ſedition : now they ſay Eaſe w,they profeſſe bis 
power to impoſeand their willingnefle to yeeld, only craving favour in che weight 
| of the impoſition : If Rehoboaw yeeld, he blemiſhes his father : If he deny, he in- 

dangers his Kingdome: His wilfulneffe ſhall ſeeme worthily co abandon his ſceprter, 
if he ſticke at ſo reaſonable a ſuit ? Surely Iſrael came with a purpoſe to cavill: Jero- 
boam had ſecretly troubled theſe waters , thathe might fiſh more gainfully : One 
! male-contentis enough to embreile a whole Kingdome. | 
How harſhly muſt ir needs found in the eares of Rehoboars, that the firſt word he. 
heares from his people, is a querulous challenge of his fathers government : Thy f«- 
ther made ewr yoke grievous : For ought I ſee, the ſuggeſtion was not more ſpightful | 
the unjuſt: where was the weight of this yoke, the toile of theſe ſeryvice2?Here were | 
none of the turmoiles of warre; no traynings,marchings,encamping*,cntrenchings, 
watchings,minings,ſieges, fortifications ; none of that tedious world of worke that | 
attends hoſtility ; Salomon had not hisname for nonght - All wascalme during that 
long raigne : and if they had payed dear for their peace,they had no cauſe rocow- 
plaine of an hard match ; The warlike times of Sel and David had exhauſted thetr 
blood together with their ſabſtance;what ingratitude was this to cry outofeaſe?Vea 
but that peace brought forth coſtly and labourigus buildings : Gods houſe,and the 
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 lites; The remainders of Amorites, Hittites,Peri3Jites,Hivitesand lebuſites, were put 


| ous; free from ſervility,free fr painfulneſſe.Bur che charge was theirs, whoſe. ſoever 


| they canot chooſe bur ſee the beſt the ſafeſt courſe for their new Soveraigne: They 


| been unfit?) anew Councell Table is called: well might this people fay ; Whar will 


| to. brooke ſoſawcy a treaty : how requiſite and Princely, to cruſh this preſumprion 


| fathers loynes, My father made your yoake heavy, I will adde to your yoake; My father hath 


Kings,the walls of Jeruſalem, Hazar, Megriddo,and Gezer,the Cities of ſtore, the Oh) 
ries of defence,could not riſe without many a ſhoulder: True,but not of any Iſrae- 


toall the drudgery of theſe great works; the tatkes of Iſrael were eafie,andingenu- 


was the labour: The dier of ſo endlefſe a retinue, the atrendanceof his Seraglio, the 
purveyance for his forty thouſand ſtables,the coſt ofhis ſacrifices, muſt needs weigh 
heavy; certainly,ifithad layne on none bur his owne. But wherefore went Salomon; 
Navy every three yeares to 0phir?ro what uſe ſerved the fix hundred threeſcore and 
fix Talents of Gold, that came in one yeare to his Exchequer? Wherefore ſeryed the 
large tributes of forraine nations ? How did he make {ilyer to be. in Jeruſalem as 
ſtones if the exattions were (o preſſive? The mulrirude is ever prone topickequar- 
rels with their Governors;and whom they feared alive,tocenſure dead; The bene- 
fits of ſo quiet and happy a raigne are paſt over in ſilence;the grevances are recoun- 
ted with clamor : Who can hope that merit orgr-atneſle can ſhield him from oblo- 
quie,when Sslomon 15 traduced to his owne loynes? | 

The propoſition of Iſrael puts Rehoboam to a deliberation; Depart yee for three dzies; 
then come againe to me : Theareno other word of his that argued wiſdome ; Notto 
give ſudden reſolutions in caſes of importance was a point that might well beſeeme 
the ſon of Sa/omon:T wonder that he who had fo much wir as to call for leiſure in his 
anſwer, ſhould ſhew ſolittle vit inthe improving of that leiſure, inthe returne of 
tharanſwer . : Who cannot but hope well ro ſee the gray heads of Sulomons ſecret 
Councell called to Reb9boams Cabiner? As Counſellors, as ancient, as Salomons, 


had learnedoftheir old Maſter, that «ſoft ayſwer appeaſeth wrath; wiſely therefore 
doe they adviſe him, If thou wilr be a ſervant to thes people this day and ſpeake good words 
to them they will be thy ſervants for ever:Tt wasan eafte condition;with one mourhfull 
ofa breath to purchaſe an everlaſting homage : with one gentle motion of his 
rongue,to bind all peoples hearts to hisallegeance for ever. Yet(as if the motion had 


not Reloboam grudge as,it he think much to give good words for a Kingdom.There 


folly, wheuit is plaine - The young Feds are conſulted; This very change argues 
weakneſſe;Some reaſon might be pleaded for paſſing fromthe younger Counſell to 


the ancientbe not wiſdome : Youth is commonly raſh, heady, infolent, ungover- 
ned, weddedto will, led by humour, a rebell co reaſon, a ſubje& to paflion,fitter to 
execute then to adyiſe:Greene wood is eyer {hrinking & warping,whereas the wel- 
ſeaſoning hold a conſtant firmnefſe - Many 4 life, many a ſoule,tnany a flouriſhing 
ſtate hath beene ruined by undiſciplined Monitors - Such were theſe of Reboboam; 
whoſe great ſtomach tells them that this conditionating of Subjects, was no other 
then an affront totheir new Maſter,and ſuggeſtsto them,how unfir it 1s for Majeſty 


in the egge: Asſcorning therefore to be braved by the baſe Vulgar,they put words 
of greatneſle, and terror in their new Prince, My little finger ſhall be thicker then my 


i5 not more wiſdome in taking variety of advice,where the matrer is doubtfull,then | 


the aged; none,for the contrary : Age brings experience; and, it is a ſhame,if with | 
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| 
chaſtiſcd you with whips , I will chaſtiſe you with Scorpions. The very words have 


| tings. Now muſt Iſrael needes thinke, How cruell will this mans handsbee,when | 


he thus drawes blood with his rongue? Men are not wont to ſpeake out their wort: | 
whocan endure the hopes of him thar promiſeth tyranny ? There can be no good | 
uſe of an indefinite profeſſionof rigour and ſeverity ; Feare is an unſafe guardian of | 
any ſtate,much lefſe of an unſetled. Which was yet worſe, not the fins of Iſrael were 
ehreatned,nor their purſes,bat their perſons; neither had they deſired a remiſſion of 
juſtice,but of exa&ions; and now,they heare ofnothing but burthens,and ſcourges, 
and Scorpions. oy | 


| Here was a Prince and people well mer;I do not find them ſenſible of onght,fave | 
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their owne profit; They do norſay,Religion wascorruptedin the ſhurringup of thy | 


fathers dayes;Idolatry found the free favour of Prieſts and Temples, and Sacrifices: 
Begin thy raigne with God;purge the Charch,demolith thoſe piles of abomination: 
abandon thoſe Idol-mongers, reſtore devotion to her purity - They are all for their 
penny,for their eaſe: He on theother {lxde, 15 all for his will, foran imperious Soye. | 
raigntyz without any regard either oftheir reformation or ſatisfaction : They were 
worthy of load that cared for nothing but their backs ; -and he worthy of fuch ſb. 
je&s,who profeſſed ro affect their miſeryand torment. | IF 
...-Who'wauld not bur havelooked any whither for the cauſe of thiseyill, rather 
then to heayen?yer, the holy God challenges it to himſelfe: The cauſe was from the 
Lord,that he might performe this ſaying by A-4ah,the Shilonite fo Jeroboam + Ag 
finne is a puniſhment of ſinne,it is apart of juſtice: The holy One of Iſrael doth not 
abhorce to uſe even the grofſeſt fans ro his owne juſt purpoſes ; whiles our wils are 
free toour owne choice, his decrees are as neceſſary, as juſt; Iſrael had forſaken the 
| Lord, and worſhipped 4/htaroth, the goddefle of the Zidonians, and Chemoſh, and 
Milchom : God owes them and Salomon a whipping; The frowardnefle of Rehoboury 
| ſhall pay it them; I ſee /croboams plot, the peoples infolence, the young mens miſid- 
| yice.,the Princes unreaſonable auſtericy, meeting together (throngh the wiſe Pro- 
| yjidence of the Almighty)unwitringly ro accompliſh his moſt juſt decree : All theſe 
| raight have done otherwile for any force that was offered to their will;all would no 
"more do otherwiſe, than if there had beene no predetermination in heayen; that 
God may be magnified in his wifdome,and juſtice, whiles man wittingly periſheth 
in his folly. y Ht MPH 
\ That three dayes expeCtation had warmed theſe ſmoaking Iſraelites, and made 
them ready fora combuſtion - upon ſo peremptory a reſolution ofrigour, the flame 
burſts out,which all the waters of the Well of Berh/ebem could never quench : The 
furious multitude flyes out into adeſperate revolt;}Vhat portion have we in D avid, nei- 
have ” inheritance in the Son of Ieſſe: To your Tents © 1ſrael;now, ſet to'thine owne hiuſe 
David. | | pf . gn 
How durſt theſe ſeditious mouthes mention Dav#idin defiance ? One would have 
rhought that very name had been able to have tempered their furie,8 to have con- 
rained them within rhe limits obedience: It was the father of Rehoboar, and theſon 
of David that hadled Iſrael into Idolatry : Salomon hath drawne'contemptupon his 
father andupon the ſon: If Tſrael have caſt off their God,js it marvell that they ſhake 
| offhis anointed? Irreligion is the way to diſobedience: There can beino trueſubje-| 
| &ion but ont of conſcience: They cannot make conſtience of civil daties,who make 
none of divine. PW O31:=2-0 -4 320 
| Invaineſhal Rehoboam hope to prevaile by his Officer, when himſelfe is tejeted:- 
The perſonsof Princes carry in them chara&ers of Majeſty , when' their preſence 
works not,how ſhould that meſſage?IF Adoram ſollicit the people too'late w4 good 
words,they anfwer him with ſtones. Nothing is more untraQable & violent, thenan 
1hraged multicude; It was time for Rehoboarms to betake himſclfe to his Charet; hee 
law thoſe ſtones were throwneat him;inhis Adorarm: As the meſſenger ſaffers for 
| his Maſter, fo the Maſter ſuffers in his meſſenger: Had Rehoboam beene' in Adoraw''s 
clothes, this death had heene his - Onely flight can deliver him from thoſerhat 
—_ have beene ſubjefts : Jeruſalem muſt be his refuge agaipſt the conſpiracy of | 
| Shechems, FT SETS 
:. Bleſſed be God for lawfull government :"Even a mutinous body cannot want 
an.head : Ifthe rebellious Ifraclites have caſt off their tre Soveraigne, they muſt 
chooſe a falſe; 1er0boam the ſon of Nebat miiſt be the man: He had need bee ſkilfull | 
and fit ſare,that ſhal back the horſe which harh caſt his Rider-Iſrael conld not have 
| any where mer with more craft and courage, then they found in this Leader. | 
' » Reboboam returnes to Jeruſalem lighter by a crown then he went forth; 1#deb and 
Benjemin (tick (till faſt cotheir loyalty : the example of a generall rebellion cannot 
make them unfairhfizll to the houſe of David: Godwill ever reſerve a remnant free 
from the comnion contagion: Thoſe Tribes,toapprove their valour,'no lefle _ 
W! | A tett 
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A\ their fidelity, will Gghe againſt cheir brerhren,for their Prince;and will hazard their 
hvesto reduce the crown tothe ſonne of Salomon: An hundred and foureſcore thou» | 
Gnd of them azciup in armes, ready roforcelirael co their denied fubjeRion-/ N6 | 
| noiſe ſounded onboit parts:butmilitary:g-noman thought of any thing but blood; 
| when fuddenly.God ſends -his Propher to forbid the battle : Shemaiah comes witha 
reflage of ceflation 2 Te ſhall not goewp, mer fight againſt your brethren the children of 
Iſrael,yeturne every man to his houſe, Br ths thing « from me, ſaith the Lord: The word 
of one illy'Propher difmiſies cheſe mighty armies:He that would not lay down the 
threats of his rigoar,upon the advice of hisancient Counſellors, will lay downe his 
{word, wpenthe word of a Seer : Shall wee envy, or (bame toſee how much the 
Prophets of the old Teſtament could doe; how little thoſe of the new? If our com- 
miſhon wt, lefle from the ſame God, the difference of ſucceſſe cannot goe away 
unrevenged, RU Tx | 
| There was yet ſoriie grace in Rehoboem, that he would not ſpurne apainſt that 
' whithGod challenged as his owne worke: Some Godleſſe Ruffian would have faid; 
Whoſoever is the Author, I witbe revetged on the inſtruments: Reboboam hath leat- 
ned this leflon of his Grandfather! held mvy peact,becauſe thou Lord haſt doue it : If hee 
might/{trive with the multieudehe knew' it was no ſtriving wich his Maker: quierly 
therefore doth he ay downe his armes;not daring after'that prohibition,ro ſeek rhe 
recovery of his kingdome by blood. | EH | 
' Where Gods purpoſes are hid fromus, wee: muſt take the faireſt wayes of all 
 lawfull remedies; but where God hath revealed his derexrminations, wee muſt fit 
rr in an humble ſubmiſſion; our ſfiruggling may aggravate, cannot redrefle our 
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(IZA S there was no publike and univerſal conflict betwixt the cen Tribes; 
ECD F$ and the two, ſono peace :Kither King found reaſon to fortific the 
EZ) FE borders of hisowne territories: Shechem was worthy tobe deare to 
JIG, BY leroboam;a City as of old ſeaſoned with many treaſons,ſo now auſpi- 
' + cious to his new uſurparion;The civill defe&ion was ſoone followed 
by the Ipiriruall : As there are neare reſpe&ts berwixt God, and his 
Anointed,ſo there is great affinity berwixt treaſon and Idolatry: rhere isa connex1- | 
on betwixt, Feare God,and Honor the King;and no lefſe betwixt the negleds of both: | 
In vaine fhalla man looke for faith ina miſ-religious hearr. | | 
Next to Achicophel,l do not find that Iſrael yeelded a ctaftier head the Terobrams, | 
ſo hath he plotred this conſpiracie, that (whar ever fall) there 15no place for achal- | 
lenge;not his owne intruſion, but Iſraels Ele&ion hath raiſed him rotheir Throne: 
neither is hiscunning lefſe in holdinga ſtolne Scepter : Thus he thinks in bimſeltfe: 
If Ifrael have made mic their King ;it is but a pang of diſcoacentment; thele violent 
thoughts will not laſt alwaies: ſudden firs have commonly ſiadden recoveries;their 
returrie totheir loyalty (hal forfeir my head rogether wich my Crown: They cannot 
retarne to God,and hold off from their lawfull Soveraigne? They cannot returne to 
Jeruſalem,and keep off from God, fr6 their loyalty: Thrice a yeere will their deyo- 
rion call them up hither; befides the exigence of their frequent vowes : Howcan 
they be mine, whiles chat glorious Temple is intheir eye; whiles the magnificence 
of the royall Palace of David and Salemen, ſhall admoniſh them of their native alle- 
geance: whiles(beſides the ſollicitatioof their brerhren)the Prieſts and Levires ſhal 
preach to thern the neceſſity of their due obedience,and the abominaris oftheir {a- 
crifices in their wilfull diſobedience; whiles they ſhall(by heir preſence)pur them- 
ſelves upon the mercy,or juſtice of their lawfull,and forfakenPrince: Either there- 
fore I muſt divert them from Jeruſalem, or elſe I cannoc live and reigne. It is no di- 
verting them by a dire& reſttaint;ſuch prohibition would both endanger rheir utter | 
diſtaſte.and whet their deſire to more eagerneſſe:T may change Religion, - -n 
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inhibit it: the pebple have a God,ic ſuffcerh rhem;they ſhall have ſomuch forma. © 
lity as bp —- rhem -'thicir zeale is not ſo ſharpe, "but they canibe well pleaſes A 
with caſe:I wilprofer them both a more. com ;,and more plauſible worſhip: 


eruſalem ſhallbe ſapplied within mineown borders:naturally menlove to ſee the 
To of their devorion,J wall therefore feed their eyes withewogolden repreſen- 
tations of their God,nearer home; andwhat can be more proper then thoſe, which 


Aarondeviſed of old to humour Itrael... \, {ID 98 TR7zN 
- Upon this peſtilent ground, er9beam ſets up two calvesin Davand Bethel and per. 
ſwadesthe people; 1f i roo much for you t6g0 up 10 Jeruſalem , bebuldeby Gods 0 1rael, 
which brought zhee ont of the Land of Egypt. ' Oh che miſchiefe that comes of wicked 
infidelity:It was Gods Prophet that hadrent 7erchvams garment into twelye pieces, 
and had given ten of them to him; ia token of his'ſharing the ren Tribes; who with 
the ſamebreath alſo told him thar the cauſe of this deſtrattion was their Idolatry ; 
Yer now will he inſtitute an Idolatrons ſervice: forthe holding together of them, | 
whom their Idolatry had rent from their true Soveraigne to hirm:He ſayes ndt;God 
hath promjſed me this Kingdome, God hath conferd ir, God ſhall find meanes to 
maintaine his owne att; I will obey him,lethim diſpoſe of me : The God of Ifrael is 
wiſe and powerfull enough,to fetch about his owne defignes:Bur; (as if the devices 
of men were ſtronger then Gods providence, and ordination) (he will be working 
out his owne ends by prophane policies: /eroboam being borne an Iſraelice, and bred 
in the Court ofa Salomon, could not but know the exprefie charge of God apainſt 
the making of Images,againſt the erecting of any rivall altars, to that of Jeruſalem; 
yer now that he ſees both theſe may availe muchco the'advancing' of his athbitious 
projedt,he fers up thoſe Images,thoſe Altars : Wicked men carenot to make bold 
with God in caſes oftheir owne commoditie:If the Lawes of their Maker lye in the 
way of their profitor promotion, they either ſpurne them ont, or tread upon them 
atpleaſure:Aſpiring minds will knowna God but honor:I{rael ſojournedin Egypr, 
1:d brought home a golden calfe: 1eroboams ſojournes there,and brought home two; 
lt is hard to dwell in Egypt untainted; not to favour of rhe fins of rhe place we live 
in,is no leſſe ſtrange, then for wholeſome liquor tunned up in a muſty veſlell, not to| 
ſmell of the caſk : The beſt body may beinfefted ina contagious ayre : Lethim be-|, 
ware of Egyptthar would be free from Idolatry. | 

No ſooner are Ieroboams calves up,then Iſrael is down on their knees : their wor- 
ſhip followes jmmediately upon the ere&ion: How cafily is the unſtable vulgarcari- 
cd into whatſoever religionof authority?The weather- cocke will looke which way 
ſoever the wind blowes: Ir is no marvellifhisSubjefts be brutiſh,who hath made a 
calfe his god. 

Every acceſfary to fin is filthy,bur the firſt authorsof fin are abominable : How 1s 
leroboam branded in every of theſe ſacred leaves > How doe all ages ring of his fact, 
with the accentof diſhonour,and indignation: 7er0boam the ſon of Nebat #has made Iſ- 
rs:1 to ſis 2 It was a ſhame for Iſrael that it could þe made to fin by a 1erobeam + bur, 
Ocurſled name of /eroboam that would draw Iſrael to fin;The followers and aberrors 
of evillare worthy ofrorment, but no hell is roo deepe for the leaders of publique 
wicked nefle. | 
| Religion is cloathed with many requiſite circumſtances : As anew King would 
have a new god; ſo that new God muſt have new Temples, Altars,Services,Prieſts, 
Solemnities : All theſe hath: Ieroboaw inſtituted. ; all theſe hath he caſt in the ſame 
mold with his golden calves: Falſedeyotion doth not more crofſe, then imirace the - 
true. Satan 1s noleſſe a counterfet thenan enemy of God: He knows it more cafie to 
-adulterate religion,then to aboliſh ir. 
 ThatwhichGadordained for the avoidance of Idolatry, is made the occaſion of 
1t;a limitation of his hely.ſervices to Jeruſalem: How milſchievouſly do wicked men 
pervert thewholeſome inſtitutions of God ro their ſin,to theirbane ! 

[croboam could notbe ignorant how fearfully this very a& was revengedupon It- 
rael in the wilderneſſeyet hedares renew it in Dax and Zerhel:Noexample of judg- 
ment can affright-wilfull offenders. RE = 
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 L:is.X YIIL. JzROBOAM, 
A: Ir isnotthe merall char makes heir gods,bur the worſhip:the facrifices.What f | 

; CFifices could there be withour Prieſts? Noteligion-conldever want facred Maſters|| 
of Divine eeremonies:Gods Clergy was ſelefand honourable;branches of the holy 
ftemime of Aarow;leroboam rakes up hisPriefts ourofthe channel} of the malticide ,,\ 
. all Tribes ,all perſons were good cnough forhis fputiousdevorion; Leaden Priefts: 
ate well fitted to golden Denies. Religion receives cichermueh-honour;or blemi(b, 
by the qualicy of thoſe thar ferve at her Alears : Wee aye not worthy to profiſſe/ 
= ſelves fervantsof the True God, if weedoe not hold his ſervice! worthy of the] 
zeſt. ; | LIME TINTED TIO 1 Kels 
 Teroboures Calves muſt have ſacrifices, muſt have ſoletiiie feſtivities; though in x 
day.arid moneth ofhisowne devifing:In vaitic ſhalt we pretend to/worthip a god;it! 
we grudge himrhe juſt dayes, and riresof his worſhip, > ts i 
ris ſtrange that he who thought the dregs of the valput” good endnphr for har 
Priefthood,would grace thoſe gods by ating their Prieſt himſelfe - dtd yet behold! 
where the new King of Iſrael ftands before hisnew Alrar,wieh a Scepter inone hatid | 
4nda Ceofer inthe other,ready to ſacrifice to hisnew gods; when the' tian of God! 
cones from /»ds,with « meſſage of judgement : Oh' deſperate continjon of Iſrael, | 
chat was ſo far gone with impiety,that it yeelded not one faichfall monitor to Jers- 
boats: The time was.,that the ereCting of buta new altar{for memory, formonament,) 
on the other fide of /orden,bred a challenge tothe Tribes of Reaben,Gad and Mataſ- 
ſes;arrd had coft much Iſraclirifh blood, if the quarrelted Tribes had not- giver a (6x 
ſonable and pions farisfadtion;and now,lo,how rhe ng ſtomach ofdeyenerared 
Iſra&} can digeft new Altars,new Temples,new gods:Whar a difference there is be- 
ewixt a Charch and Kingdome riewly breathing from affliftion, and ſerked upon the 
leesof a mif-ufed peace ? | 
' But oh the patience,and mercy of our long ſuffering God, that will not ſtrike a 
very leroboam unwarned:Judgement hovers over the heads of finners,ere it light- if 
Ifrael affordnor a bold reprover of /eroboem, Inda ſhall: When the King of Iſrael is in | 
all che height both of his Srate,andfaperſtition, honouring his ſolemne day with his 
richeſt deyorion, ſteps forth # Prephetof God,and interrupts that glorious ſervice, 
wicha lond inclaration of judgement. Dothbtleſſe the man wantednor wit to knew | 
whardiſpleaſure, what danger muſt needs follow ſo unwelcome a meffage : yet 
dares hee (npon the commiſlion of God) doe this affront to an Idolatrous King, in 
the middeſt of all his awfilll magnificence. The Prophets of God goe upon many a 
thanklefſe errand : He is no meſſenger for God that either knowes, oor feares the fa- 
cesof men. 

Ic was the Alrar,not the perſon of /eroboerm, which the Prophet thus threatens: 
Yet not the ſtones are ſtricken, buethe founder, in both their apprehenſions : So | 
deare are the devices of our own braine tous, as if they were incorporated into our 
ſelves; There is no oppoſition whereof we are fo ſenſible, as that of religion. 

' Thar theroyall Altar ſhonld be thus polluted by dead mens bones, and the blood 
of che Prieſts; was not moreunpleaſing,thanthat all this ſhoald be done by a childe 
ofthe houſe of David;for Tersboam well ſaw that the throne and rhe alear muſt ſtand, 
of fall rogerher;rhar a ſon of David could nor have ſnch power over the Altar, with- 
out an utter ſubverſion of the government of the ſuccefſion;therefore is he thus ga) 
led with this comminatory prediQtion : The rebellious people who had faid, What 
portion have we in David, hearenow,that David will perforce have aportion in them 
and might well ſce,whar beaſts they had made themſelves,in worſbipping the image | 
of a beaſt;and ſacrificing to ſich a god, as conld not preſerve his owhe Altar frotii 
violarion and ruine. hn 10479 01443-443 JIBI 
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All this while I doe not ſee this zealous Prophet laying his hand to the demoti- | 
rion of this Idolatrous Alrar;or threatning a knife to the Authorof this deprayatiofi 
 oftefigion:Only his congue ſmitesboth; not with foule bur ſharpe words; 6f tnentice 
not of reproach: Ir was for /#fizs 2 King ;to hed the blood of thoſe factficers, to de 
face thoſe Altars:Prophets are for the torigne, Princes for the hand; Prophets 46ſt | 
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(Contemplations. Lis.XV] Ty 

, Fature things are preſent to the Erernall:It was ſome two hundred and ſixty years, © 
ere this prophecyſhould be fulfilled;yer the man of God ſpeaks of oy mA Oak | A, 
What are ſome Centuries of years to the Ancient of dayes? How ſlow, and yer h " 
'ſareis.the pace of Gods reyepge?Irisnot in the power of time tofruſtrate Gods de. 
terminations; There is noileſle juſtice,nor (eyerity in a. delayed puniſhment. 

Whart a perfetRecord there is of all names in the roll of Heaven; before they be 
after they are paſt what ever ſeeming contingency there is in their j mpoſitiog = 
they fall under the certainty of a.decTee,and are better knowne in heaven, ere the 
be,than on earth whiles they are.He that knowes what names we ſhall have, before 1 
weor the world haye a being,doth not oft reveale this peece of his knowledge to 
his creature;here he doth,naming the-man:that ſhould be two hundred yeares aft 
for more afſurance of the eveng,that Iſrael may fay, this man ſpeakes from a Go 
who knows what ſhall bezTherecannot be a more ſure eyidence of a true Godh: d.|? 
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than the foreknowledge of thoſe things, whoſe. cauſes have yet no hope of being: 
But becauſe the proofe of this prediction was no more certaine,than remote; a. Pres | 
ſent demonſtration ſhall convince the future;7 he 4 1ter ſhall rend in preces, the aſhes 
ſhall be ſcattered: How amazedly muſt the ſeduced Iſraelites needes looke upon this 
miracle;and why doe they not think with themſelves:;whiles theſe ſtones rend,why 
areour hearts whole?Of what an over-ruling power is the Gad whom we havyefor- 
ſaken,tbat canthustearethe Altars of his corrivalls ? How. ſhall we ſtand beforehis 
Vengeance,when the very ſtones break at the word of his Propher > Perhaps, ſome 
beholders were thus affeted:but 1eroboaw,whom it molt cocerned,inftead of bow- 
ing his knees for humiliation, ſtretcheth forth his hand for revenge, andcryes, Lay © 
; hold onhim.Reſolute wickednefle is impatient of a reproofe, & inſtead of yeelding 
;to the voice of God,rebelleth:Juſt anddiſcreet reprehenſjon doth-nor more reforme 
ſome finners, than exaſÞerate others. / 2s | 
How eahe itis for God tocoole the courage of proud leroboam ? The hand which, 
his rage ſtretches out,dryesup,and cannot be pulled backe againe :. and now ſtands 
the King of Iſrael like ſome anticke ſtatue,in a poſture of impprent endeavour; ſo 
diſabled to the hurt of the Prophet,that he cannotgommand thar peece of himſelf; 


| What are the great potentatesof the world,in the powerfull hang of the Almighty? 
 Tyrants cannot be ſo harmefull as they-are malicious. - .- , at 
The itrongeſt heartmay be brought down with afflition;Nowrhe ſtout ſtomach 
of 1eroboam 15 fallen to an humble deprecation, 1ntreat now the face of the Lord thy |1 
God and pray for 12, that my hand may bee reftored mee againe, It muſt needes bee al 
great ſtrejght that could drivea proud heart tro begge mercy, where hebent hisper- 
ſecution:fo doth 7eroboam,holding it no ſcorne to be beholdento an enemy - In ex- 
tremiries, the worſt men canbe content to ſue for favour, where they have ſpent 
their malice, 2498 £ | TO Rs. 
| Trwell becomes the Prophets of God to be mercifill : I doenot ſee this Seer to 
| ſtand upon termes of exprobration,and overly conreſtations with Jeroboam, to fay,| 
| Thine intentions tome were cruell;Hadthine hand prevailed,I ſhould have ſuedto 
thee in vaine:Continue ever a ſpeacle of the fearefull juſtice of thy Maker, whom 
thou haſt provoked by thine Idolatry, whom thou would(t have ſmitten in my per- | 
| ſecution;but he meekly ſues for 1ereboawss releaſe : and (that God might abundantly | 
magnifie both his/power and mercy) js heardand anſwered with ſuccefſe : We doe 
no.whic ſavour of heaven, ifwe have not learned to doe good foreyill. 

. When both winde and Sunne, theblaſts of judgement, and the beames of fayour 
met togerher tQ worke upon T1eroboem, who would not looke that hee ſhould have 
caſt off this cambrons,and miſ-beſeeming cloake of his Idolatry? and have ſaid,Lord 
thou naſt ſtricken me in juſtice,thou haſt healed mein mercy; 1 will provoke thee 
no more, This hand which thou haſt reſtored ſhall bee conſecrated to thee inpul- 
ling downetheſe bold abominations : Yetnow,behold he goes on in hisold cour ſes, 
\and, as if God had neither done him good nor evill, lives and dycs idolatrous : No 

ſtone is morehard or inſenfare than afinfull heart : The changes of judgement and 
| mercy doe but abdure it, inſtead of melting. © M 
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"ErXVITE. The feed Prophet, 
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A 
The ſeduced Prophet. 


Ya Erobrems hand isamended, his ſoule is not; that continues ſtill dry, and | 
| inflexible, yec whiles he is unthankfull cothe Author of his recovery, 
z he 15 thankful to the inſtrumenr-he kindely invices the Propher, whom 
he had threatned,and will remunerate him whom he endeavoured to 
puniſh : The worft men may be ſen\ible of bodily favours : Civill re. | 
pets may well ſtand with gracelefſeneſſe:: Many a one would be liberall of their 
purſes, if they might be allowed to be niggardly of their obedience. | 
p | As God,ſohis Propher cares not for theſe waſte courteſies, where he ſees maine 
duties negle&ed : More piety would have done well, with lefſe complement : The 
marrof God returnesa blunt andperemptory deniall to fo bounteous an offer : If 
thou wilt give me halfe thine houſe, I will not goe inwith thee, neither will I eate bread or 
drinke water in this place. Kindnefſe is more ſafely done to an Idolater, than raken 
from him;that which is done to him obligerth him,that which is raken from him ob- 
| ligeth us : his obligation to us may be occaſion of his good, our obligation to him 
4 may occafion our hurt; the ſureſt way is to keep aloofe fromthe infetiouſly wicked. 
The Prophet 1s not uncivill,to reject the favour of a Prince without ſome reaſon: | 
He yeelds no reaſon of his refufall but the command of his God:God hath charged 
him, Z ate no bread,nor arinke no water, nor tarne againe by the ſame way that thou cameſt: 
[tis not for a Prophet roplead humane, or carnall grounds for the a&ions of his 
fun&tion - He may not move bur upon a divine warrant ; would this Seer have 
looke with the eyes of fleſh and blood, he might have fonnd many arguments of his 
yeeldance.He isa King that invites me;his reward, by enriching mee, may benefir 
many: and who knowes how much my further converſation may prevaile toreform 
him 2 how can he be but well prepared for good counſell by a miraculous cure? how 
gainfully ſhould my receit of a temporall courtefie be exchanged with a fpiricuall co 
him 2 all !ſracl will follow him either into Idolatry,or reformation:which way can 
be deviſcd of doing fo great ſervice to God and the Church, as by reclaiming him : 
whatcan yeeld ſogrear likelihood of his reclamation, as the opportunity of my fur- 
ther entirenefſe with him? But the Prophet dares not argue caſes, where hee had a| 
command:;whatevyer become of leroboam,and 1ſracl,God muſt be obeyed; Neither 
profit,nor hopes may carie us crofſe to the wordof our Maker. How fafe had this 
Seer beene, if he had kept him eyer upon this fare ward;which he no ſooner leaves, } 
then he milcaries. "1 
So deeply dorh God dereſt Idolatry,that he forbids his Prophertoeat the bread, 
rodrinke the water of a people infeted with this finne; yea to treadin thoſe very | 
ſteps which their feer have rouched.If this inhibition were perſonall, yet the gronnds | 
of it are common. No peſtilence ſhould be more ſhunned than the converſation | 
of the miſ-religious, or openly ſcandalous-It is no thanke tous if their familiarity 
doe not enfeoffe us of their wickedneſſe. | | 
I know nor what to thinke of an old Prophet that dwels in Berhe/,within the aire 
p | of leroboams Idol,within the noiſe of his ſacrifices;that lives where the man of God| 
dares not eate;that permicted his ſonnes to be preſent ar that Idolatrous ſervice - 
If he were « Propher of God, what did he now in Bethe?why did he winke at the fin | 
of Teroboarnwhat needed a Seer to come out of Iad«,for the reproofe of that ſinne, 
which was a&ed under his noſe? why did he lyezwh; didhis family partake with I- 
dolaters? If he were not a Propherof G 
meſſages from God { why did he ſecondthe menacing word of that Prophet, whom 


C 


_”_ 
i 


doth not alwayes preſuppoſe ſanification; many a ohe hath had viſions from God, 


od:how had he trae viſions, how had tie true | 


| | he ſeduced? why did he defire rhar his owne bones mightbe honoured with his Se- | 
pulcher? Doubtleſſe he was a Propher of God, bar reſtie, vicious: Prophecy | 


who'ſhall neverenjoy the viſion of God.A'yery 34/44win his extaſies,hath ſodeare | 


a Reyelation of the Meſſiah to come;as ſcarce ever any of the holieſt Prophets; yea, 
| ts 


% 095 


a —_—_— LY 


« Aw ® - 


”'Y 


= 
wk , a c  J_ - 
3 jo...” hy 4 2 ” 8 —— ht tr rr ER - <4 
—_— = ar; 047 We ee As I ORIY —_—_ . ' 
LE _ a os — A dot RS : = _ 
et: COP PIER. : mY - 
_ _ 
> wu —— i 
jor < rs. 8 


.- o 4 as = 
- , of . BY þ. adi $a 4 i 
1 eee re al {Si Bong 
hy ” wg ng Fg E., OY” 0 LO — Y 4 C4 
- -- - _ FT 

_ » = = es bo a” . F.&-..c as vs 

« - —_— 4 Ee 1 

Mz "L.. - Den rei taes Fm. 3. K i I a, 
\ - _ 


LE I eo oe 5D RS > 


n= — 
a Rs IH a Fo 


=” 2. >. —z © - 
Oe TY -- as _ by oY 
wake — - 


_ *— 
P P—_—_ _- 
_y 
+ a 


COND I En, 
wg Cam 


hf palin» - 
_ pt Tom ow tn ng A” getoaget Wan 
—__ "Os > Won” ON Sp #4 £0) x 
. be > - 
2 PR . «& i ng 
$Se 
TY 


Hl 


& 


« *jW ®. WAIST SY OY *s TEL 


— I 
XS. os - * 9 
s - * - . - 
- _ _ = PII _ DE? - w_- - PEI Fe - FS. 7 x u 
"— 7 Sou Fn ; G4 pt. at En. : J * «; _— zz” Mane. js. þ +3* KS 8 ge. *Wt x. - Ws... bo $I lr d 
Ws > = WY? > Py _ "a. hy K . _ F & . , 2 3 a 
 - +2 Ire" g . 05% add”... 64 — 4 d ew m_— ls 
ff Ws - 4 * . X þ 2h Sus p 


> 
Ep ES ee Set 


- 
ur a , 
_- a G . y 
w - O37 4. < be a pF 2 « 
dy > 4% XS Su F 99 mms} 
an Tn 


© et 


___—wh—_ p44. 
z 4 - , 
5c II rc, ” 
> o o 
\ 


<t » M— - 
*aup—qy” 9-4 $2, 


—_— p 
| > 
a Ac. AT 


®- - LIC : 


an 2s 
"RE Sa 8 _—_ ag og ar” $0 Fe" = > - 
.. hy . '%.J = p 4 
In 2 i th." We OR. MS £444 
ide _ OE EI one nn OSS CENT Y 
- # gd - pas q : — F< = - Þ 
as PE owe gp TESTES. —_ $4" > = . : - . ” Sh , 
Woperts OS 1 4” : b A Shu ſe * & An t®, #3 x Sa 
a 2 os 
_ B = - oo 
- 


» . IE 
—_ deal 4" . 
7 —— x4 = = _ 
Þy 4 * 1, we DG 0 7 * a 
I" Pl —_ = "_ o 4 *. 2 
; $2254: oe. HEEL 
" —— ; = _ 
ARE AC gin 47 ia | 


_—_— 


| 


| 


| may affright us as a fiend, bur he ſeduces usas an Angellof light. 


| table gueſt:Perhaps though God will nor allow me tofeaft with croboam, yet pity-! 


C 


| aſſe ſhall uot come to the Sepulcher of thy fathers.Oh wofull Propher,when he lookes on 


not or ſmothered; to keare that done by another,which he could not have effeteg. 
and could not chooſe but admire:or whether our of deſire tomake tryall of the $- | 


| We cannoterre if we beleeyenot the ſpeech for the perſon, but the perſon for the 


(ontemplations. wh bo 


rare,in 
given! 


Whether out of envy,coheare that ſaid by the Seer of 1#da,which he eitherknew 


delity of ſo powerfull a Mefſenger,the old Prophet haſtens to overtake,to recal that 
man of God,who had fo defyed his Bethel;whom he finds firtimg faint & weary un- 
der an Oake,in the way; taking the benefit of that ſhade which he hated to receive 


ed him,toa man of his owne trade:neither doth his tongue ſpare to profeſſe himſelf 
The old Prophet of Bethel invites him to returne,to a repaſt : and is anſwered with 
the ſame words, wherewith /eroboarss offer was repelled; The man of God yaries 
not a ſyllable from his meſſage : It concernes us to take good heed of our charge, 
when we goe on Gods errand. A deniall doth but invite the imporrunate; what hee 
cannot doe by entreaty,the old man tries todoe by perlwalion,! am a Prophet alſo 
thou art and an Angell ſpake to me,by the word of the Lord, ſaying, Bring him backe with 
thee into thine houſe, that he may eate bread, and drinke water : There is no temation ſo 
dangerous,as that which comes ſhrouded under a vaile of holineſſe,and pretends 
thoritie of God himſelfe : Jeroboam threatens, the Prophet ſtands undanted,; Jerobo. 
aw fawnes,and prowmiſes,the Prophet holds conſtant,now comes a yray-headed Seer, 
and pleads acounter-meffage from God, the Prophet yeelds,and tranſgreſſes, Satan 


Who would have lookt for a lyer under hoary haires, andan holy mantle ? who 
would not have truſted that gravity, when there was no colour of any gaineinthe 
untruth?Nothing is ſoapt todeceiveas the faireſt ſemblances,as the ſweeteſt words, 


ſpeech : Well might this man of God thinke ,an aged man a Prophet,an old Propher 
will not{(ſure)bely God unto a Prophet;No man will forge a lye,but for an adyar- 
tage; What can this man gaine by this match, bur. the entertainment of an unprofi- 


ing my faintneſſe,he may allow me to eate with a Prophet:Perhaps now that I have 
approved my fidelity in refuſing the bread of Bethel,God thinks gocd to ſend mea 
gracious releaſe of that ſtrit charge: Why ſhould I think that Gods revelations are 
not,as free toothers,as to me?andif this Prophet have received a countermand from 
an Angell of God,how ſhall I not diſobey God,if I doe rot follow him? 

Upon this ground he returnes with this deceitfull hoſt, and when the meat was 
now in his mouth, receives the true meſſage of death,fr6 the ſame lips that brought 
himche falſe meſſage of his invitation;Thus faith the Lord, for as much 45 thou buſt 
diſobeyed the mouth of the Lord,and haft not kept the commandement of the Lord thy God, 
but cameſt: back and haſt eaten bread,anddrunke water inthe place forbidden thee, thy car- 


from thoſe contagious groves that he had left behind him:His habir eafily bewray- d; 


Lis.XV1I iu.” 
[his very Aﬀe] hah both her month miraculouſly opened,and her eyes;to ſee and no. 7? 
rifie that AngelI,which was hid from her Maſter : Yea, Satan himſelfe ſomerimes 
receives notice from God ofhis furure ations,which elſe thar evill Spiritcculd nei. 
ther forerell,nor foreſee. Theſe kindes of graces are both rare,and common: 


that they are ſeldome given to any : common, in that they are indiffe rently 
ro the evill,and to the good: A little holinefſe 15 worth much illumination. 


his heſthe ſees his executiener,whiles he is feeding of his body,he heares of his cat- 


king where he was forbidden by God,though biddenas from God: The violation 


the leaſt charge of a God is morrall-Nopretences can warrant the tranſgreſſion 0! 
divine command:A word from God is pleaded on both fides:The one was received 


one;as himlelfe is;and therefore it is our of the danger of contradittion. 
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| 


kafſe;at thetable,he heares of his denied Sepulcher;and all this.for cating and drin-| 


o; 
f 


unmediatly from God, the other related mediately by man : One the Prophet was 
ſure of.the other was queſtionable: A ſire word of God may not be left for an uncer- 
taine: Anexpreſſe charge of the Almighty admitterh not of any check:His will is but 


\ Me thinksI ſee the man of God change countenance ar this ſharpe ſauce of bis| 
| pleaſing morſels;his face before-hand is died with the-palenes of death:me hip! | 
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A | heare himurging many unkindeexpoſtulations with his injurious hoſt;zwha yerdiC. | 
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The ſeduced Prophet, : = 


—_ OOPS — 


miſſes him better provided for the eaſe of his journey, then he found him. 
this officiouſnefſe od out of defire to make bi dear for earns 
It isa poore recompence when he hath betrayed his life, and wronged the foule, to 
caſt ſome courteſies upon the body. | a 

The old Berhelite that had taken paines tocomwe,and fetch the man of God into 


hs... 


che delay of ſtripes,nor diſpleaſure inthe haſksRather wham God loveghe chaſtiſes, | 


fin,willnornow goe back with him to accompany his departure: Doubil 
afraid to be inwrapped in the ten he fie Lata over (nor 
head: Thus the miſchievous guides of wickednefie leaye a man,when they have led 
him to his bane; as familiar Devils forſake their Witches,when they have brought 
them once inro fetters. TH art 30 va 

The manof Gad rerurnes alone,carefull (no doubt) and penſive fat his offence, 
when a Lion outofthe wood meets him,aſſault4him,kils him:Oh thejuſt and ſevere 
judgements of the Almighry,who hath brought this fierce beaſt out of hiswild ran- 
ges, into the high way, to bee the executioner of his offending ſfervant:; Doubtleſſe 
chis Prophet was a man of great holineſſe,of ſingular fidelity,etfe he urſt not have 
been Gods Herald to carry a meſſage of defiance ro 7erobearm, King of Irael, in the 
midſt of all his royall magnificence;yet riow,for yarying from but a circumſtance of 
Gods command(though upon the ſuggeſtion of a divine warrant)is given for a prey 
to the Lion:Our intereſt in Gods ſo farre from. exculing our ſin,that ir 'agprayares 
it;Ofall ochers the fin of a Prophet ſhall nor paſſe unrevenged. | 

The very wild beaſts are ledby a providence; Their wiſe and powerfull Creator 
knowes how to ſervehimſelfe of them. The Lions guard one Propher, kill another, 
according to the commiſſion received from their Maker : What ſinner can hope to 
eſcape unpuniſhed, when every creature of God1s ready tobe an ayenger of evill 
The beaſts of the field were made toſerve us, we to ſerve our Creator: When wefor- 
ſake our homage to him that made us,it is na marvell if the beaſts forget rheir du 
ro us, and deale with us not as Maſters, but asrebels : When an holy man bes 
dearely ſuch aſleight frailty,ofa credulous miſtaking; what ſhall become of -gur hai- 
nous and preſumptuous ſinnes? digvilet CO nr oem 

I cannot think but chis Prophet died in the favour of God;though by the teeth of 
the Lion;His life was forfaired for example,his foule was fafe : Yeahis very carkaſſe | 
was left though torne, yet faire after thoſe deadly.grafpes;'as if God had faid, I will 
onely take rhy breath from thee,as the penalty of thy diſobedience:a Lion ſhall doe 
that which an apoplexie,or feyerright dge: Lowe thee no firthet revenge then may 
be ſatisfied with thy blood. | 11 6 dan 0 or 

Violent events doe not alwayes argue the: anger of God; Even death it ſelfe is, ro 
his ſervants, a fatherly caſtigation.. /.- 16 OJ SAFGHI OfN.20-31076010112 of 

Butoh the unſearchable wayes of the Almighty |The manof God finnes,and dics | 
eedily:the lying Propher tharſeduced bimfurvives;Yea wicked krahaem cnjoyes 
his Idolatry, and treads upon the grave of bis reprover © There is neither favour in 


as ſharply,ſo ſpeedily;whiles the reſt proſperto.condemmation : Even the rad of a 
loving father may draw bloed:How mixchbappier is it for us that we die now,rto live} 
for ever,then that we live a while, todiciever ? 6130 2032 14] 
Had this Lion ſet upon the Prophet for hunger,why did he nat devoure as well | 
as kill hin? Why:did henotrather kill the beaft chan the. mat: ?: ſince wee know the'| 
nature oftheLion ſach, thathe is not wont to affaile man;ſave inthe'extremwantof! 
other prey.Certainly the ſame power thar ERS thoſe fangs, reſtrzined rhemg; 
that the world might ſee,it was not appetite that provakedthe beaft/toirhis violate 


: |. 


bur the over-rulingcommand of God:Evem:{0,Q Lotd; hy: powerfullhand is ove 
chat roaring Lien,that goes about cantinually;ſecking who he: inay tlevoure? thine:| 
hand wich-holds him,thar though he mayrhedehe blogdof thin eled;yerhe can | 
not hurt their ſoulegand whiles engl things-which thou }amrwraas and orv/| 
dereſt to thy juſt ends,yet hecannor' tefſet chingwhach he reth; 'ant} ehow7 
| permitteſt got. ont 25 do after otid Sogn; N91 45 10696 EE) $ 
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| © The fierce beaſt ſtandsby the carkafſe;as to avow his owne a ,& torell who ſent, 4 | 

him:ſo ropreſerve that body,which he hath flaine : Oh wondertull worke ot Gce | 
| the Executioner is turned Guardian:and(as the Officer of the higheſt)cenmards aj} 
other creatures to ſtand aloofe from his charge:and commands the fearetu] Aſle,that 
brought this burthen thither,not to ſtirre rhence, bur ſtandready preſt,torecary ir tg 
che Sepulcherzand now,when he hath ſufficiently witneſſed to allpaſſengers,thar this 
at was not done ups his own hunger,but upon the quarrel of his Makerhe delivers 
up his charge to that old Prophet;who was no lefſe guilty of this bloodthanhimfel 

This old Seducer hath ſo much truth,as both to give a right Commentary upon 
Gods intention, in this a&,for the terrour of the diſobedient;and rogive his voice to 
the certainty of that furure jodgement,which his Jate gueſt had threatned to 1ſraet; 
(ſomerimes it pleaſeth the wiſdome of God to expreſſe and juſtifie himſelfe even hy 
the rongnes of faulty inſtruments.)Withall,he hath ſo much faith and courage. as to | 
ferch that carkafſe from the Lion;ſo much pitry and compaſſion,as to weepe for the 
man of God;to interre him in his owne Sepulcher;ſo much love,as to wiſh himſelf 
joyned in death,to that body,which he had haſtened unto death:It is hard to find a 
man abſolutely wicked: Some grace will bewray ir ſelfe in the moſt forſaken breſts, 
It is acruel courtefie to killa man,and then to help him to his grave; to berray a 

' man with our breath and then to bedew him with our teares:The Prophet had nee- 
ded no ſach friend, if he had not met with ſuch'an enemy : T he wercies of the wicked 
are cruel. 
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- Jeroboams Wife, 2D 


FT is no meaſuring of Gods favour by the line of outward welfare: Iero. 
WW $0:m the idolatrous uſurper of Ifracl proſpers betrer,then the true heirs 
of David; He lives to ſe three ſuccefſions inthe throne of 1«dab; Thus 
the Ivy lives,when the Oak 1s dead. Yer could notthar mil-gorrt crown 
of his, keep his head alwaies from aching:He hath his croſſes roo : God 
whips ſometimes more than his own:His enemies fmart from him,as well ashis chil- 
dren:his childrenin love,his enemies in judgement:Nor ſimply the red argueslove, | 
but the temper of the hand, that weelds it,and the back that fecles it: Firſt Jeroboams 
hand was ſtriken,now his Sonne: 46444 the eldeſt,thebelt ſon of: /croboam, is ſimit- 
ren with fickneſſe: As children are but the pieces of their Parents'mn another ſkin, (0 
Parents are noleſle ſtriken in their children, than in theirnatura] lims; /eroboam doth 
'not more feele his arme,than his ſonne:nor wicked men onely, but beaſts may have 
naturall affeQions:It 15 no thanke to any creaturego love his owne. | 
Nature wrought in Jerobeoam,not grace:He a troubled with his ſons diſeaſe, 
[no whit betrered:I wonld have heard him fay;God followes me with his atti&tions, 
; 1t is for mineimpiety:what other meaſure can Texpedt from his Juſtice? Whiles mine 
| [dols ſtand, how can I look that my lioaſeThould profper?I willturne from my wic- 
kednes,O God,turne thoufrom thy wrath; Theſe thoights:were too good for that 
ebdared heart:his ſon is fick,he is ſorrowfull;but(as anamared man fecks togoforth 
at the wrong doore)his diſtraction ſends him'to a falſhelp:He thinks not of God,be 
thinks of his Prophet:He thinks of the PropherThathad forerold him he ſhould be 1 
King;he thinks not of the God of thar Prophet who made him aKing; It is the. pro- 
perty ofa carna]l heart to confine both hisObligations;and his hopes ro rhe meanes, 
negleting the Author of good. Vaine'is the reſpeth that” is given 10. the ſervant, 
where the Maſter.is\contenined. +] 31790) IS 3 TIT 9912 QUETI OEEW i 
Extremity drawes lerobodms thoughrs'torhie. Prophetywhom cle lic had not cared 
to remember. TheKing of IiraeFtiad Nivines enough of his own:Elſe;he muſt needs 
have thought the miſerable god thabwerenotworth a Prophet: Andbefides,there 
wazenoldPropherſifhe yerfimviyed)dwellirig withinthe ſmoak of his Palace,wbo! 
vifions had been too well approyed:whiftwould /eroboemTend fo farre to an Abb? 
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Certainly, his heart deſpiſed thoſe aſcpri ſts Id hee 
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Jerohoams Wife, | 
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| 


A | traſt either to the 


| 


 mentof our truſt:Ir is agood matter to be faichfull; this loadſtone ofour fidelity (hal 


gods,or the Clergy of his own making:His conſcience reſts wo 

the fideliry of tharman,whoſe dodrine he had forſake:How did this Idolater Ave 
againſt his own heart, whiles he inwardly deſpiſed thoſe, whom he profeſſed ro ho-! 
gour;and inwardly honoured them, whom he profeſſed to deſpiſe > Wicked breaſts 
are falſe ro themſelves;neither truſting to their owne choyce,nor making choice of 
that, which they may dare to truſt. They will ſer a good face upontheir ſecretly un-} 
pleaſing fins,and had rather be ſelfe-condemned, then wiſe and penitent : As for 
that old Seer, it is like ereboams knew his ſkill, but doubted of his ſincerity; that 

man was too much his neighbour to be good: 14h truth had beene tryed ina; 
caſe of his owne:He whoſe word was found juſt in the prediction of his Kingdome, | 
was well worthy of credit in the newes of his ſon : Experience is a great encourage-| 


draw to us even hearts of iron,and hold them to our reliance : As contrarily deceir 
doth both argue,& make a bankrupt; whocan truſt where he is diſappointed? OGod, 
fo oft, ſo ever, have we found thee true in all thy promiſes, in all thy performances, 
that if we doe not ſeek thee,if we doe not truſt thee in the ſequell, wee are worthy 
of our loffe,worrhy of thy defertions. 

Yer Ido nor ſee that Jeroboam ſends to the Prophet for hisaid,bur for intelligence: 
| Cariofity ts guilty of this meſſage,and not devorion;he cals not for the prayers,not | 
for the benediction of that holy man, bur for meere information of the event. He wel 
ſaw what the prayers of a Prophet could do: That which cured his hand, might it nor 
have cured his fon? Yer he thar faid ro a man of God, Inrreat the face of the Lord thy 
God ghat he may reflore my hand:(ayes notnow in his meſſage, ro .Mbyah, Intreat thy 
God ro reſtore my Son : Sinne makesſuch a ſtrangneſſe berwixt God and man, thar 
the guilry heart either thinkes not of ſuing to God or feares it : Whar a poore con- 
cencment it was to foreknow thar evill which he could nor avoid, and whoſe notice 
could burhaſten his miſery?Yer,thus fond is our reſtlefſecuriofity, that itſcekes eaſe 
in the drawing on eftorment:He is worthy of ſorrow that will nor ſtay till ic comes 


Whom doth Jeroboaw ſend on this meſſage, bur his wife, atid how but diſguiſed ? 
Why her,and why thus? Neither durſt he truſt this errand wich another, nor with | 
her in her own form:It was a ſecret that leroboaw ſends to a Prophet of God ; none 


ro leave hiscounterfeiredeities:and ſeek to the true: Why ſhould we adhere to them 
whonrhe' forſake As'rhe meſſage muſt not bee known to the people : ſo ſhee that 
beares it muſt not be known tothe Prophet, her name, her habir muſt be changed : 
ſhe muſt puroft her robes,and put ona rufſer coat;ſhe muſt put off the Queene, and 


' put on the peaſant: inſtead of her Sceprer,ſhe muſt take up a baſker,and go a matked 
pilgrimage to $hi/0h:Oh rhe fondnes of vaine menthar think to juggle with the Al- 


| mighty.andro hide their counſels from that al-ſceing eye ! If this charige of habir | 


were neceſſary at Bethel;yer what needs It at Shiloh;though ſhe would hide her face 


chink,chere can be no good 
will dono lefſe, then folicit a reproofe 


' to him;bur goes to ferch ir, + | 


might know ir but his own boſome,and ſhe that lay in ie; if this had been noifed in | 
 Hrael,che example had been dangerous: Who would not have ſaid, the King is glad | 
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never wicked man that was not infatuate,and in nething more than in theſe 
wherein he hoped moſt totranſcend the reach ofar | 
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A|[ The finnes ofhis Prince were no lefſe eminent thanhis Par eee 
judgements fhall be no lefſe eminent than his ſinnes : How birterly 'doth God xs 
preſſe that,which ſhall be more bitter in the execution : Behold, 1 will bring evill »pon | 
the houſe of Jeroboam,avd will cut off from Jeroboam, him that piſſeth #eainfl the wall ;, 
and him that is ſhut up, and left in Iſrael, and will take away the remnaxt of the houſe of 
Jeroboam, «/ « man takerh away dung, till it be all gone : Him that dieth of Jeroboam in 
| the City ſhall the dogs eate, and him that dieth inthe field, fhall the fowles of the ayre emte + 
| Oh heavy loade that this diſguiſed Princeſſe muſt carie toher Huſband; but becauſe 
theſe evils,though grievous, yet might be remote, therefore for a preſent hanſell 
of vengeance, ſhe is diſmiſſed with the fad rydings,of the death of her ſonne; When! 
| thy feet enter into the City, the Childe ſhall dye: Tt is heavy newes for a mother that ſhe | 
| muſt leeſe her ſonne, but worſe yet that ſhe may nor ſee him; In theſe caſes of our | 
| finall departures, our preſence gives ſome mitigation toour griefe : might ſhe but ? 


4 


have cloſed the eyes,and have received che laſt breath of her dying ſonne, the lofle | 
had beene more tolerable; I know not how our perſonall farewell eaſes our heart 
even whiles It increaſes our paſſion;but now ſhe thall no more ſee, nor bee ſeene of 
her Abyh : She ſhall no ſooner be in the City, than hee ſhall be our of the world : 
Yet,more to perfect her ſorrow, ſhee heares that in him alone there is found ſome 
good; the reſt of her iſſue,are graceleſſe;the muſt leeſe the good,and hold the grace- 
lefle; he ſhall die roatfli& her, they ſhall live to afflict her. 

Yet what a mixture is here of ſeverity and favour in one aQfavour tothe ſonne, 

ſeverity tothe father : Severity to the father,that he muſt leeſe ſach a ſonne,fgyour 
tothe ſonne that he ſhall be raken from ſuch a father : 1er0boam is wicked,and there- 
fore he ſhallnot enjoy an. Abyah; Abyeh hath ſome good things, therefore hee ſhall 
be removed from the danger of the deprayation of /ereboem:Somerimes God ſtrikes 
in favour, but more often forbeares out of (eyerity : The belt are fitteſt for heaven; 
 theearth is ficteſt for the worltz this is the region of ſinne, and miſery, that of im- 
 mortality:It is no argument of diſ-fayour to be taken early from a well-led life; as 
' not of approbation to age 1n ſinne. 
As the ſoule of A694h1s favoured in the removall,fo is his body with a buriall;he 
| ſhall have alone both reares and tomb:all the reſt of his brethren ſhall have nograve 
| bur dogs and fowles; no ſorrow but for their life : Though the carkafle be inſenſi- 
ble of any poſition, yer honeſt Sepulture is a blefling : Ic is fit the body ſhould bee 
| duely reſpeded on earth, whoſe ſoule is glorious in heaven. 
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FE He two houſes of Juda,and Iſrael,grow up now together in at) ambiri- 
{3A os ous rivality;this ſplitred plant branches out ſo ſeverally,as if it had for- 
(aa) 72) gotten that ever it was joyned in the root : The throne of David off 


| 24! changeth che pefleſſors, and more complaineth of their iniquity, than | 
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their remove: 464m inherits the ſins of his father Rehoboamm, no lefle 
than his Crown: &ſo ſpends his three yeares, as it he had been no whir of kin to his 
randfathers vertues.Itis no newes that grace is not traduced, whiles vice is:There- 
bo is his reigne ſhorÞbecaulſe it was wicked: It was a ſad caſe when both the Kings 
of Judah and Ifrael(though enemies)yet conſpired in ſinne: Rehoboar(like his father 
| S«lomon\began gratiouſly,but fell te Idolatry:as he followed his father; ſo his ſonne, 
ſo his people followed him.Oh, what a face ofa Church was here, when Iſrael wor- 
ſhipped leroboams calves,when Judah built them high places,and Images,8: groves, 
on every high Hill, andunder dau 5 , tr tree : On both hands GODis for- 

faken, his TemplenegleRted,his worſhip adulterate : and this, not for ſorhe ſhore 
| brunt, but during the ſucceſſion ef two Kings : For, after the firſt three yeares Ke- 
hoboam changed his fathers Religion (as his ſhields) from goldto brafſe ; the reſt 
of his ſeventecne yeares were ledde in tinpiery : His ſonne 4bjem trodin the lame | 
| miecric ſteps, and Judah with thera both: If there were any (doubrleſfe — | 
| | ome) 
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mm $ay ET . : "TEN 
ſome) faithfull hearrs,yet remaining in both Kingdomes, during theſe heavy time 

vr wig corrofive it muſt needs haye beene to them, to fee ſo deplored wn0y tering 2 

ble a depravatiON. | : | 

There was no viſible Church ugon earth, buthere; and this whar a one > Oh. 
GOD, how low doeſt thou ſometimes ſuffer thine owne flocke to bee driven? 
What wofull wanes, andeclipſeshaſt thou ordained for this heavenly body 2 Yer 
atlaſt, an {ſe (hall ariſe from the loynes , from the grave of _4bjam : he ſhall 
revive D«vid and reforme 1adab: The gloomy times of corruption ſhall nor- laſt al. 
wayes : The light of truth and peace ſhall at length breake our, and bleſſe the ad 
hearts of the righteous. 

Itisa wonder how 4ſ« ſhould be good, of the ſeed of 4byam, of the ſoyle of Me 
«hah, both wicked,both Idolatrous; God would have us ſee that grace is fromhea- 
yen, neither needes the helpes of theſe earthly conveyances : Should not the chil- 
dren of good parents ſometimes be evil}, and the children of evill parents,good. ver. 
rue would ſeeme naturall, and the'giver wouldleeſe his thankes? Thus we haveſcen 
a faire flower ſpring out of dung; and a well-fruited tree riſe outof a ſowre ſtocke : 
Education hath no lefſe power to corrupt, than nature; Itis therefore the juſt praiſe 
of Aſa that being trainedup under an Idolatrous Maachab, he maintained his piety; 
As contrarily, it isa ſhame for thoſe that have beene bred up in the precepts andex- 
amples of vertue andGodlinefle, tofall off to lewdneffe, or ſuperſtition : There are 
fotire principall monumentsof 4ſes vertue, as ſo many rich ſtones in his Diadem : 
He tooke away Sodomy, and Idols out of I«dah ; Who cannot wonder mere that 
he tSnnd them there, than that he removed them ? What a ſtrange incongruity is 
chis;Sedom in Jeruſalem?Idols in JudahiSurely debauched profeſſion proves deſpe- 
rate; Admit the Idols, yee cannot doubt of the Sodomy:; If they have changed the 
glory of theuncorruptible God,into an Image,made like tocorruprible man,and to} 
birds,and foure-footed beaſts, and Creeping things,it is no marvell,if God give them 
up touncleanneſſe through the luſts of theirowne hearts,to diſhonour their own bo. 
dies,berweene themſelves; If they changed the truth of God into alye, and wor- 
ſhipped and ſerved the creature more than the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever, no 
| marvell, if God give them to vile affections, to change the naturall uſe into that 

which is againſt nature; burning in luſt one rowards another, men with men wor- 
king that which isunſeemly. 

Contrarily,admit the Sodomy,yee cannot doubt of the Idols; unnarurall beaſtli-|p 
| nefſe in manners, is puniſhedjuſtly with a ſottiſh dotage in religion; bodily pollution 

with ſpiricuall: How ſhould the ſoule care to be chaſte, that keepes a ſtewes inthe 
body? Aſe begins with the baniſhment of bath ; ſcouring 7udah of this double un- 
cleannefle - In vaine ſhould he have hoped to reſtore Godrto his Kingdome,whiles 
theſe abominarions inhabited ir; Ir is juſtly the maine care of worthy, andxeligious 
Princes ,toclearetheir Coaſts of the fouleſt ſinnes:Oh the unpartiall zeale of 4ſ«! 
There were Idols that challengeda prerogarive of favour; The Idols that his father 
had made,all theſe hedefaces; the name ofa farher cannor prote& an Idol! : The 
duty to his Parent cannot win him to a liking, to a forbearance of his miſdeyotion : 
Yea,ſomuch the more doth the hearr of 4ſariſe againſt rheſe puppets, for that they 
were the ſinne,the ſhame ofhis father : Did there want(thinke we) ſome Courticr 
of his Fathers rerinue,to fay : Sir,favour the memory of him» thar begot you; you 
cannot demoliſh rheſe ſtatues, without the diſhonour of their Erc&or : Hide your 
diſlike art the leaſt; Ic will be your glory to lay your finger upon this blot of your fa- 
thers reputation : If you liſt not coallow his a&, yer winke atir: The godly zecale of 
Aſa turnes the deafe eare to theſe monitors,and letsrhem ſee,that he doth not more 
honor a father,than' hare an Idoll; No deareneſicof perſon ſhould take oft the edge 
of our deteſtation of the finne. Nature is worthy of forgetfulneſſe, and contempt; | 
1n oppoſition tothe God of Nature : Upon the ſame ground, as hee removed the 
Idols of kis father 4bijaw, ſo for Idols he removed his Grand-mother Mazcheb; ſhe 
would not be removed from her obſcene Idols, ſhee is therefore removed from the 
ſtation of her honer: Thar Princefſc had aged both in her regency,and to 
| | er 
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L1 B. XV III. 


Asa, 
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| of theſe veſſels (it ſeemes) Abyam ( Aſaes father ) had dedicated to God 
-| his vow, inquired; yea with-held them : CAſ« like a good ſonne, payes his fathers 


—O—O—q—up——— - —— — 


Under her rod was 4ſ« brought up; and ſhooled in the tudiments of het Idolatrys | 
whom ſhe could not infe&t, ſhe hoped to over-awe; fo, as if 4/awill nor followher 
gods, yet ſhee preſumes that ſhee may retaine her owne : Doubtlefſe, no meanes 
were neglected forher reclamation;none would prevaile : Religious Aſa gathers up 
himſelfe,and begins to remember that he is a King, though a ſonne:; thar ſhe,though 
a mother yet 1s a ſubject : that her eminence could not but countenance Idolatry, 
that her greatneſſe fuppreſied religion : which hee ſhould in vaine hope toreforme, 
whiles her ſuperſtition ſwayed: forgetting therefore the challenges of nature, the 
awe of infancy,the cuſtome of reverence, he ſtrips her of that command, which hee 
ſaw prejudiciall to his Maker; All refpedts of fleth and blood muſt be trampled on, 
for God : Could that long-ſetled Idolatry want abettors? Queitionlefſe,ſome or o- 
ther would ſay; This was the religion of your father Abyam,this of your Grand-fa- 
ther Rehoboaw,this of the latter dayes of your wile and great Grand-father Salomow, 
this of your Grand-mother Maachah,this of your great Grand-mother Naameh;why 
ſhould it not be yours? Why ſhould yon ſuſpect either the wiſdom, orpiety,or ſalya- 
tion of ſo many Predeceſfors > Good 4ſa had learned to contemne preſcription a- 
gainſt a direct law : He hadthe grace to know it was no meaſuring truth by ſo mo- 
derne antiquity; his eyes ſcorning to look fo low, raiſe up themſelyes to the uncor- 
rupt times of S«/omox,to D4vid,to Samuel,to the 1sdzes,to lofhna,to Moſes,to the Pa- 
triarks,to Noah,to the religious founders of the firſt world,to the firſt father ofman- 
kindezto Paradiſe,to Heaven:In compariſon of theſe, Maachahs god cannot oyer- 
look yelterday;the ancienteſt error 15 but anovice,to Truth; And ifneyer any ex- 
ample could þe pleaded for purity of religion; it 1s enough that the precepr is ex- 
preſſe: He knew what Ged ſaidin Sinai,and wrote 1n the Tables : Thou ſhalt not make 
to thy ſclfe any graven image , nor any (imilitude;, Thou fhals not bow downe to them nor 
worſbip them : If all the world had beene an Idolater,ever ſince that word was given 
he knew how little that precedent could ayaile for diſobedience : Practice muſt be 
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fire, and from thence co the water : Wotull deities that could both burne, and 
drowne. | 

Neither did the zeale of 4/a more magnikie it ſelfe in theſeprivative aQs of wee- 
ding out the corruptions of Religion, than in the poſitive a&ts of an holy plantati- 
on; In the falling of thoſe Idolatrous ſhrines,the Temple of God flouriſhes;Thatdorh 
he furniſh with thoſe ſacred treaſures, which were dedicated by himſelfe,by his Pro- 
genitors; Like the true ſonne of Davia, he would not ſerve God coft-free : Rehobo- 
an turned S«lomons gold into brafle : Aſa rurnes Rehoboams brafſe into gold : Some 


7 bur after 


debts, and his owne. It is a good {igne of a well-meant deyotion, when wee can a- 
bide it chargeable; as contrarily in the affaires of God a niggardly hand argues a 
cold, and hollow heart. : F | 

All theſe were noble and exceffent afts, the extirpation of Sodomic, the demo- | 
lition of Idols, the removall of Ma«ch4h,the bounteous contribution to the Temple; 
but that which gives true life untoall theſe, isa ſound root : A4ſaes bears was perfect 
with the Lord all his aayes;,No lefle laudable workes than theſe have proceeded from 


_—_—_— 


thankes with God: All Afaes gold was but drofle to his pure intentions. 


Hypocrifie; which whiles they have caried away applauſe from men, have loſt their | 


: 187 | 
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corrected by law, and not the law yeelde to praftice : Maechah therefore goes | 


 downe from her ſcar; her Idols from their grove; ſhee to retirednefſſe, they to the | 


| 


layes of imperfeCtion will there be found in the moſt refined ſoule? Foure no ſmall 


What high places? There were ſome dedicated to the wor(hip of falſe gods; theſe 


worſhip in thelatter; whiles he oppoſes impiery ; hee winkes at miſtakings , yet 


Bur oh whar great,and many infirmities may conſiſt with ipnets ? what al- 
| faults are found in true-hearted Aſa : Firſt the high places ſtood ſtill, unremoved; 


| Aſ«tooke away: There were ſome miſdeyoredrto the worſhipofrhe true God;theſe | 
hee lets ſtand; There was grofle Idolatry in the former; there was a weake will- 
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\*4Y the variety of altars was forbidden by an expreſſe charge from God, who had 
Wh | confined 
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which God put upon 4ſa, than thoſe which 4ſapurs upon Haneni : And tow, be- 


——_—tw.. 


TY 


| herbes, and drugges,and Phyſicians, their being, and efhcacie, but from that diyite 
mage 2? No marvell then if Aſaes gout ſtrucke to his hearr, and his feer caried him to 


The bieb places wert xot removed, yet neverthelefſe cAſars heart' was perfit.. God wail 
nof ſoc weakneſſes, where he ſees truth : How pleaſing a thing is fmicerity, Bebe | 
fayour thereofche mercy of our juſt God digeſts many an errour :' Oh God, ler oy 
hearts goe upright, thoughour feet {lide,the fall cannot(throagh thy grace)be dead. 
ly; how ever it may ſhame or paine us. pH 

Befides,to conffone his rivallof Iſtael, Baafhs, this religious King' of Judah fee. 
ches in Berhaded the King of Syria intoGods inheritance, upon too dearea ratecthe 
breach of his league, the expilation of the Temple. All the wealth wherewich Me 
had endowedthe houſe of the Lord, was little enough to hire ari Edomite, to Ve. 
tray his fidelity,and to invade Iſrael : Leagues may be made with Infidels; neat! 


of pertidiouſneſſe : In theſe caſes of outward things, the mercy of God difpenterk 
with our true neceſlicies, not with the affeQed : O Aſa where was thy piery, whiles 
thou robbeſt God, to corrupt an Infidel! for the Her of Ifraclites 2 O Princes, 
where is your piety, whiles ye hire Turkes to the (laughter of Chriſtians? ro the 
ſpoile of Gods Church ? 

Yer (which was worſe) {ſa doth not onely imploy the Syrian,bur relies en him 
relies not on God; A.confidence lefſe finfull coſt his Grandfarher David deare : And 
when Hexa#i Gods Seer , the Herald of heayen, came to denounce warre againſt 
him for theſe ſinnes , ſ« in ſteadof penirence, breakes intocholer : Fury ſpar- 
kles in thoſe eyes, which ſhould haye guſhed our with water ; Thoſe lippes that 


| | fhouldhavecalled for mercy,command revenge; How ill doe theſe two agree, The |( 


heart of David, the tongue of 1er0bsam» ? Thar holy Grandfather of his would not 
have done ſo; when Gods meſſenger reproved him for finne, hee condemned it, 
and himſelfe for it; I ſee his teares, I doe not heare his threats : It ill becomes 2 
Faithfull heart rorage,where it ſhould forrow; and inftead of fabmiſſion, to perſe- 
cute : Sometimes no diftctence appeares betwixt a ſonne of David, and the fotine 
of Nebat : Any man may doe ill, but to defend it, to outface it, is for rebels; yet 
even upright Aſa impriſons the Prophet, and cruſheth his gainſayers.- It were pittie 
that the beſt man ſhould be judged by every of his ations, and not by all ; The 
courſe of our life mult either allow or condemne us, nor theſe ſudden eruptions. 
As theLife, ſo the Death-bed of 4ſa wanted nor infirmiries; Long and profpe- 


| rous had his raigne beene; now after forty yeares health and happineſſe,he thatim- | y 


priſoned the Prophet,is impriſoned in his bed; There is more paine in thoſe ferters 


hold, he that in-his warre ſeekes to Beyhadad,not to God, in his ſicknefſe ſeekes not 
' to God, but to Phyſitians : We cannot eaſily put upon God a greater wrong, than 
the alicnarion of our truſt : Earthly meanes are for uſe,not for confidence; We may, | 
we muſt imploy them; we may notrely upon them: Well may God challenge our 
truſt, as his peculiar, whichif we caſt uponany creature, we deific it : Whence haye 


his grave, fince his heart was miſcaried for the cure of his feer, ro at injurious tel- 


| confidence inthe meanes, with negleCt of his Maker. 1E 
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———— 
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Elyah with the Sareptan, —= 


=;Ho ſhould be match't with Moſes in the hill of Taber, but £/j# ? 
Surely next after Moſes,thete was never anyPtophet of the od Te- 
ſtament more glorious than he - None more glorious none More 
Jl obſcure;The other Prophets are not mentioned wirhout rhe nate 
WS of their Parent, for the mutuall honour both of the father, and the 


L12.XVIHIIL. 
"confined his ſervice to the Temple « Wirh one breath doth God report both theſs 


—— 


A 


ſuch a price, upon ſuch termes; There can be no warrant for a wilfull ſabormation z 


| 


| ESD] lonne;Eljah,(as ifhe had beene a ſonne of the earth) comes forth 


with ! 


_—_— — 
SE" C———— om 
CO SEELASYL 
> —— A Sa — —_ 
GA. ee as 
2 0 i 


— 


| — 


Lt > XV LII. Elijah with the Sareptan, . 


A| with the bare mention of the place of his birth;Meanneſſe of deſcent is no block in 


Gods way to the moſt honourable vocations; It matters net whoſe ſon he be whom 
God will grace with his ſervice:In the greateſt honors that humane nature js can. 
ble of,God forgets our parents: As when we ſhal be raiſed uptoa glorious life, there 
ſhal be no reſpect had to the loynes whence wecame;ſo it is proportionally in theſe 


ſpirituall advancements. 


Theſe times were fit for an E144h;an Elyah was fit for them; The eminenteſt Pro. 
phet is reſerved for the cotrupreſt age; [{racl had never ſuch a King as Ahab.for im- 
piety ; never ſo miraculous a Prophet, as E/yeh; This El54h is addreſſed to this 4- 
$46 ; The God of Spirits knows how to proportion men to the occaſions; and to 
raiſe up tohimſelfe ſuch witneſſes, as may be moſt able to convince the world. A 
mild Hoſes wasfor the low eftate of afflicted Iſrael ; mild of ſpirit , but tMghty in 
wonders; mild of ſpirit becauſe hee had to doe with a perſecuted, and yer a techy 
and perverſepeople ; mighty in wonders becauſe he hadto do with a Pharaoh, A 
grave and holy S«wxe!l was for the quiet confiſtence of Iſrael; A fiery- ſpirited El;- 
jahwas for the deſperateſt declination of Iſrael:and if in the late times of the depra- 
ved condition of his Church,God have raiſed up ſome ſpirirs that have beene more 
warme, and ſtirrine,then thoſe of common mould, wee cannot cenſure rhe choyce, 
when we ſee the ſervise. id | ; 

The firſt word that we Feare from E154, is atioath, and athreac ro 1hxb, to I. 
rael: As the Lord God of Iſrael lic10th before whom I ſtand ygthere ſhall ror be dew, nor r ame; 
theſe yeares but according to my wora:Hee comes inlike a Tempeſt, who wenr our ina 
whitl-winde ; Doubtleffe he had ſpoxen faire, and peaceable invitations to lirael 
(though we heare them not;) This was but the ſtorme which followed his repulle, 
their obſtinacy;After many ſolicitations,and warnings, Iſrael is ſtriken by the ſame 
tongue that had prayed for it; Elyah dares avouch rheie judgements ro their Head, 
to Abab:1 donot ſo much wonder at the boldneſſe of E/y4h,as at his power; Yea,who 
ſees his power,can no whit wonder at his boldnefle:Hoxry could he be buc bold to the 
face of a man, who was thus powerfull with God? As if God had lent him the keyes 
of heaven to ſhut it up,and open it at pleaſure; he can ſay, T here ſha#be nerthcr dew, 
nor rainegtheſt yeares but according to my word, Oh God, how farre it hath pleaſed thee 
to communicate thy ſelfe ro a weake man? What Angell could eyer ſay thus? Thy 
hand,O Lord,isnot ſhortened;Why art thon not thus marvellous in the miniſters of 
thy Goſpel ? Is it for that their miracles were ours ? Is ittor thar thou wouldſt have 
us live by faith,not by ſenſe? Is it for thac our taſke is more ſpirituall, and therefore 
more abftrated from bodily helps? we cannot command the Sun with /s/bwa, nor 
the Thunder with S«wwel,nor the Raine with E/yab; It ſhal content us if we can fixe 
the Sen of righteouſneſſe in the ſoule,if we can thunder our the judgements of God 
againſt ſin, if wee can water the earthen hearts of men with the former, and latter 

raine of heavenly dodrine. 

Eljahs mantle cannot make him forget his fleſh, whiles he knows himſelfe a Pro- 
phet,he remembers tobe a man; hee doth nor therefore arrogate his power,as his 
own, bnt publiſheth it as his Maſters; This reſtraint muſtbe according to his word; 
and that word was from an higher mouth, then his:He ſpake from himby whom he 
ſware:whoſe word was ſure as his life;and therefore he durft ſay, As the Lord liverb, 
there ſhall be nd raine. Man only can denounce what God will execute; which when 
it is once revealed,canno more faile,thenthe Almighty himſelfe. 

He that had this intereſt & power in heaven,what needed he flee froman earth- 
ly purſiie? Could his prayers reſtraine the clouds, and not hold the hands of fleſh 
and blood ? Yer behold E1jah muſt flee from Ahab, and hide him by the brooke 
Cherith 3 The wiſdome of God dothnot thinke fit ſo to make a beaten path of 
miracles;as that he will not walke beſide it; He will have our owne indeavours con- 
curre toour preſervation ; Eljsb wanted neither courage of heart, nor ſtrengrh of 
hand,and yet he muſt truſtto his feer for ſafety ; How much more lawfall is it for 
our impotence toffee from perſecution?Even that God ſends him ro hide his head, 
who could as eaſily haye proteCted, as nouriſhed him : Hee that wilfully ſtands 
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Comtemplations. | P I B.X V [| 1. | 


Fay tolarch dangers,tempteth Godinſtead of truſting him. | ets" e" 

The Prophet muft be gone;not without order taken for his purveyance; Oh the A 
ſtrange Cators for Elyeh, 1 have commanded the Ravens to feed thee there, T know nor 
whether had beene more miraculous, to preſerve him without meat,orto proyide 
meatby ſach mouthes : The Raven, adevouriig and rayenous fowle, that uſes to 
ſnatch away meat fr6 others,bringsit to him : He that could haye fed Zljah by An- 
gels, will feed him by Ravens; There was thenin Iſrael an hoſpitall 0badich, that 
kept a ſecret Table in two ſeyerall caves, for an hundred Prophets of Ged; There 
were ſeven thoaſand faithfull Iſraelites (in ſpight of the Devill) who had never 
bowed knee to Baal ; Doubtleſſe, any of theſe would have had a trencherready for 
Eljah, and have chought himſelfe happy to have defrauded his owne maw, for 6 
noble a Propher; God rather chuſes to make uſe of the moſt unlikely fowles of the 
ayre, thantheir bounty; that he might give both to his Prophet, andus a pregnant 
proofe of his abſolute command overall his creatures, and winne our truſt inall oy 
rremities. Who can makequeſtion of the proviſiens of God,when he ſees the yery 
Ravens ſhall forget their owne hunger,and puryey for £/jah? Oh God; thou that 
provideſt meat for the fowles of the ayre,wiltmake the fowles of the ayre provide 
meat for man,rather than his dependance on thee ſhall be diſappointed; Ohlet not 
our faith be wanting to thee,thy carecan never be wanting to us. - | 

 Eljah might have lived for the time with bread and water; neither had his fare 
been worſe then his fellowes in the caves of 0badiab ; but the munificence of God 
will have his meales better furniſhed ; The Ravens ſhall bring him both bread, and| 
fleſh,twice in the day; It is not for a perſecuted Prophet to long after delicates;God 
gives order for competency,not for wantonneſſe; Not out of the dainty compoſiti- 
ons in 7ezebels kitchen,not outofthe pleaſant wines in her celler,would God provide 
for El44h,but the Ravens ſhall bring himplaine,and homely vicualls, and the river 
ſhall afford him drink;If we have wherewith to ſuftaine nature(though not to pam- 
per it )we owe thanks to the giver; Thoſe of Gods family may not be curious, not 
diſdainfull : 111 doth it become a ſervant of the higheſt, to be a ſlaye to his palate. 
Doubtlefle,one bit from the month ef the Raven was more pleaſing to Elyab,then a 
whole Table-full of 4hab : Nothing is more comfortable to Gods children, then to 
ſee the ſenſible demonſtrations of the divine care, and providence. | 

The brook Cherith cannot laſt alwaies, that ſtreame ſhall not for Elj«hs ſake be 
exempted from the univerſall exficcation; Yea the Prophet himſelfe feeles the ſmart 
of this drought, which he had denounced; It isnounuſuall thing with Ged to ſuffer 
his own deare chi!dren to be inwrapped in the common calamities of offenders: He 
makes difference in the uſe,and iſſue of their ſtripes,not in the inflition; The corne 
1s cat downe with the weeds, but to a better purpoſe. 

When the brook failes, God hath a Zarephathfor Elyah ; In ſtead of the Ravens, 
a Widow ſhall there feed him, yea her ſelfeby him: Who can enough wonder at the 
pitch of this ſeleFive providence of the Almighty; Zarephatb was a town of Sidon, 
and therefore without the pale of the Church;Poverty was the beſt of this Widow, 
ſhe was a Pagan by birth;hearheniſhly ſuperſtitious by inſticution;Many Widowes 
werein Iſrael inthe daies of Elijah when the heaven was ſhur up three yeares, and 
ſix months,when great famine was throughout all the Land but unto none of them 
was Elias ſent, faveunto this Sarepta,a City of Sidon, unto a woman that was a Wi- 
dow;He that firſt fed the Prophet by the mouth of uncleane fowles,will now feed 
him by the hand ofan Heatheniſh Hoſteſſe;His only command ſan&ifies thoſe crea- 
tures which by a generall charge werelegally impure. 

There were other birds beſides Ravens, other Widowes beſides this Serep1en; 
none but the Ravens, none but the Sarepta» ſhall nouriſh £/j54h. Gods choice 15 not 
led inthe ſtring of humane reaſons, his holy will is the guide, and the ground of all 


his ele&ions. It is notin him that wils, nor inhim that runs,but in God that ſhewes 
mercy. | 
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The Prophet followes the call of his God;the ſame hand that brought him to the 


| Late of Sarepra,led alſo this poore Widow outof her doores, ſhee ſhall chen goe i© 


np ſeeke _- 
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L1»s. XVIII. 


[2 


Elijah with the Sareptan, 


a 


4 barrel, 4nd « little oyle in a croſe, and hthold 1 am gathering two flickes, that 1 | 
and areſſe it for me and my ſon that we may eatit 6 IY + cs Ks i 


[0 
andyer, aber 
\ ſal of Bread in thine hand;; That longdro 


| entharTſhould firſt make proviſion for rhee,in chis dying extremity?Ir had bin too 


| 


ſecke her Qickes, when ſhe fhall be found of £194h; ſhethoughtof her hearth, gl 


hongpe moet a Prophet; when the man bt God cals to her, Ferch me 4 little water(7 
uy tee) in 4veſſti, that I may drinke. It was tio ealie fuitin fo dreughty a ſeaſon, 
yet, atthe ficlt light, the Prophet dares ſecond ic with a greater; ring me # wor- 


ught had made every drop,every cram pre- 
cious; yet the Prophet 1s emboldenedby the charge of God to cal forkioch ns 
and bread;He had the Ravens ſo officious, that he cannot make doubt of the. 
Sereptan:She ſticks nor atthe water,ſhe would not ſtick at the bread,if neceſſity had 
not prefled her : 4s the Lord thy God liveth,I have not a cake,but an bandfull of meale in 


It he knew not the man, how did ſhe know his God ? and if ſhe knew nor the 
Godof Eljeh, how did ſhe ſweare by him 2 Cerrainely though ſhee were wichour 
the bounds of IiraeLyer ſhe was within the borders; ſo much ſhe had gainedby her 
neghbourhood, to know an I{raclite, aProphet by hishabit; ro know the onely li- 
ving God was the God of the Prophet, the God of Iſi rael; & it this had notbeen, yet 
it is no maryell if the widow knew Zlyab, ſince the Ravens knew him. It was high 
time for the Prophet to viſit the Sareptan; poore ſoule, ſhe was now making her laſt 
meale after one meane morſell ſhe was yeelding her ſelf over to death: How OPPOT- 
tunely .hath God provided ſuccours to our diſtrefſes ? Ir is hisglory to helpe at a 
pinch, to begin where we have given over : that ourreliefe mightbe ſomuch the 
more welcome,by how much iris lefle look't for. 

Bur oh, what a tryall is this of the faith of a weake Proſelyte, if fhe were ſo much; 
Feare not, go do as tho haſt ſaid, but make me thereof « little cake firſt, aud bring it to me , 
aud afier make for thee aud thy ſon. For thus ſaith the God of Iſrael,The barrel of meale ſhal 
nat waſte, nor the cruſe of oyle faile till the day that God ſend raine upon the earth + She 
mult go ſpend upona ſtranger part of that little ſhe hath,in hope of more which ſhe 
hath not,which ſhe may have; ſhe muſt part with her preſent food, which ſhe ſaw, 
in tralt of fature which ſhe could nor ſee 5 ſhe muſtrob her ſenſe in the exerciſe of 
her belecf;8 ſhorten her life in being,ups the hope ofa protrattis of it,in promiſe; 
ſhe muſt beleeve God wil miraculouſly increaſe what ſhe hath yeeided ro conſume; 
ſhe muſt firſt feed the ſtranger with her laſt vicuals,and then after her ſelf,and her 
ſonne : Some ſharpe dame would have taken up the Prophet, and have ſent him 8- 
way with an angry repwſe:Bold Iiraclite, there isnorea(s in this requeſt;wert thoti 
afriend, or a brother, with what face couldſt chou require to pull my laſt bit our of 
my mouth? Had I ſuperfluity of proviſien,thou mighteſt hope for this effect of my 
charity; now, that I have bur one morſell for my ſelfe,and my ſonne, his is an inju# 
rious importunity; what can induce thee to thinke thy life (an unknowne traveller) 
ſhould be more deare to meethen my ſons,thenmy own? How uncivill is this mott-' 


much to have begged my laſt ſcraps; Thou telleſt me rhe meale ſhall not waſte,nor 
the oile faile;how ſhall I beleeve thee? Let me ſee thar done, before thon eateſt; It 
vaine ſhould I challenge thee when the remainder of my poore ſtore is conſumed, 
Ifthoa canſt ſocafily mulciply victuals,how isit that thou wanteſt?Do that before- 
hand, w** chou promileſt ſhall be afterwards performed, there will be noneedof my 
little. But this good Sarept.ax was wrought by God not to miſtruſt a Propher; ſhee 


by ſenſe,and giveaway the preſent, in rhe confidence ofa future remuneration; firſt, 
ſhe bakes Eljahs cake,then her own; not grudging to ſec her laſt morſels go downe 
anothers throat, whiles her ſelfe was famiſhing. How hard precepts doth God hy 
where he intends bounty:Had not God meant her preſervation, he had ſuffered her 
to eat her laſt cakealone,withour any interpellatis;now the mercy ofthe Alnngh- 
ty purpoſing as well this miraculous fayour to her,as to his Propher, requires of her 
this raſk,which fleſh and blood would have thought unreaſonable. So we are wont 
to pur hard queſtions tothoſe ſchollers,whom we would promote to higher tormes, 


will do whathe bids.and hope for what he promiſes;ſhe will live by faith ratherthe } 


$o in all archievements the difficulty of the enterpriſe makes way for the glory of 
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| rell& cruſe, wherein ſhe ſiw.che mercy of God renewedto het rohrinially?Dou 


| had loft,and that ſhe had;}#hat have I to dowith thee, O thou may of God; Art thou come 
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© Happy was it.for this widow, that ſhe didnor ſliurher handtohe martof God, x 


. war as. | 1n 
rowing,as here an conſuming; This barrell, thiscraſ&of herShad nobottamnte; the 

{Hor of meale waſted nor,the cruſe of oyle failed mot; Behold rior gerdinp;nvr fi: 

' ving is the way to abundance, bur giving.” The mercy of God erownes 6tit betiegu 

cence with. the bleſſing of ſtore; who can feare want by a mercial libetAity 

he ſees the Sareptas bad familhed, if fhehad nor given, andby givinh' 


that ſhe wasnaniggard of her laſt handfall ; Nevericome or dliveidid [oifionz(ei; 


ifid/abbiindeq? 


Witch what thankful devorion maſt this woman everyday needs/lobk upon herbar- 
by - AUNUaly?®Loube- 
lefſe her ſoule was no leſſe fed by tath,then herbody withthis ſupernaturallptori- 
fron. How welcome a gueſt muſt Z/54h needs be to this widowthat gave her lifsand 
her ſons to her, for his board?+ yea, thatin that wofull famine gayther and he fon 
their board for-his houſetoeme,. TD 3 WOR wow tn, 
. The deatth thus overcomne,the mother looks hopefiilly updn her onelyſon, pre. 
miſiog her ſelfe much joy in his life and proſperity, when an unexpeRed fickneſe 
ſurpriſeth him,anddoththar which the famine but chrearned : 'When'canwehold 
our ſelyes ſecure from evills 2 No ſooner is one of theſe Sergeants: compoutided 
withall then we are areſtedby another.  - Mort > 2203} CONTAIN 
How ready we are to miſtake the grounds of our afflictions,atid to caſtthem upon | 
falſe cauſe 5 The paſſionate mother cannot find whitheyro impurEthe death ofher 
ſon,butto the preſence of Z/j4h:to whom ſhe comes diftratted with perplexity,not 
withoutan unkind challenge of him,from whom ſhe had receivedborhythat life he 


: 
1 


t0 me to call my (ento remembrance,and to ſlay my ſon? 


» 


As if her ſon could nat have died if Z/4«b had not been her gaeſt;when as heron 
had dyed,but for him; why ſhould ſhe thinke thar the Prophet had faved him from 
che famine,tokill him with ſicknefſe?As if God had not been free in his a&tions;'and 
mult needs ſtrike by the ſame hands,by which he preſerved ; Shee had the praceto 
know that her affliction was for her ſin;yer was ſo unwiſe, to imagine the arerapes of 
her iniquiries had not bin called for, it Eljab had not been the retmembrancer; He 
who had appeaſed God towards her, is ſafpetted to have incenſed him; This wrong- 
fullmiſconſtraftion was enough to move any patience ;'Zl#«h was of an hot ſpirit; 
yet his holineſſe kept him from fury: This challenge rather increaſed rhe zeale of his 
prayer,then ſtirred his choller to the offendent : He takes thedead childout ofhis 
mothers boſome,and layes him upon his own bed.and cries unto the Lord,oh Lord 
my God fraft thoubrought evil alſo upon the Widow with whom 1 ſojourneby ſlaying her ſow? 
Inſtead of chiding the Sareptan,our of the fervecy of his ſoule, he humbly expoſtu- 
lates with his God : His only remedy is in his prayer; that which ſhut heaven for 
rame, mult open it for life. Every word inforceth; Firſt he pleads his intereſtin God, 
0h Lord my Goa;the the quality of the patient;a Widew, and therefore,both moſt di- 
ſirefled with theloſſe,and moſt peculiar to the charge of the Almighty. Then, his in- 
tereſt.as in God,ſo in this patient;with whom I ſojourne: a5 if the ſtroke were given to 
himſelf,chrough her ſides:and laſtly, the quality of the puniſhment, By faying her ſon, 
the onely comfort of her life;and in all theſe implying the ſcandall, that muſt needs 
ariſe from this evenr,where ever ic ſhould be noiſed, tothe name ofhis God, to his 
owne;when it ſhould be faid-Lohow Eljaks entertainmentis rewarded:;Surely the 
Prophet is either impotent,orunthankfull. . 

 Neicher doth his rongue move thus only; Thrice doth he ſtretch himſelfuponthe 
dead bodyzas ifhe could wiſhto infaſe of his owne life into the child; and ſo often 
cals tehis Gad for the reſticution of that ſoule: What cag Eljah aſke to be denyed? 
The Lord heard the voice of the Prophet, 'the foule of the child came into him a- 
gune,and he revived:What miracle is impoſſible tofaithfull prayers! There cannot 
be more difference betwixt Elj«hs devotion, andours; then betwixr ſapernaturall 
andordinary atts;If he therefore obtained miraculous favours by his'prayers ,dowe 
doubt ofthoſe which are within the ſphere ofnature,and uſe? What could we want, 


it we did not ſlacke to ply heaven with our prayers? 


CLLAKAZE Hh eee OE bo 
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Lis. XVIII. Eljah withthe Baalites, 

A! Certainly Elyah had not beenpremoniſhed of this ſadden lickneſle, and death of 
' the child; He whoknew the reniote affaires of the world, mighce not know what 
; God woulddo within his owne roofe; The greateſt Prophet muſt content himſeife 
with ſo much of Gods counſell,as he will pleaſe coreveale.and he wil ſometimes re- 
veale the great ſecrets, and conceale the lefſe,to make good both his owne liberty. 
and mans humiliation. So much more unexpeted as the ſtroke was, ſomuch more 
welcome i5the cure; How joyfully doth the man of God take the revived chi'd into 
his armes and preſent him to his mother ? How doth his heart leap within him. at 
this proofe of Gods favour to him, mercy ro the widow,power to the child. 
What life and joy did now ſhew ir ſelfe 1n the face of chat amazed mother, when 
ſhe (aw againe the eyes of her ſon fixed upon hers;when ſhe telt his fleſh warm, his 
motions vicall?Now ſhe can ſay to Elyah; By this / know that thou art a man of God, and 
that theword of the Lord in thy mouth is truth;Did ſhe nor till now know this?Had ſhe 
not ſaid hefore,YVhat have 1 to do with thee O thouman of God?\Were not her cruſe and 
her barrell ſuthctent proofes of his divine commitſion? Doubrlefſe what her meale 
and oyle hadg(fured her of, the death of her ſon made her co doubt; and now revi- 
ving did re-aſcertaine, Even the ſtrongeſt faich ſometimes ſtaggereth, and needeth 
new acts of heavenly ſupportation; the endotf muraclesis confirmation of truth, Ir 
ſeemes,had this widdowes ſonne continued dead, her beleete had been buried in his 
grave:-notwichſtanding her mcale and her oile,her ſoule had languiſhed: The mer- 
cy of God is faine toprovide new helps for our infirmities, and graciduſly conde- 
ſcends roour owne tearmes, that he may worke our our faith and ſalyation. | 
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Elijah with the Baalites, | 


Every Hrec yearesand an halfe,did Iſrael lie gaſping under a parching drought, i 
1 '", and "iſerable famine: No creature = G "206 ro Gy }ET x ro 
L992 whom they aſcribed all their miſery : Me thinks I heare how they rai- | 

22 $4 led on, and curſedthe Prophet : How much envy muſt the ſervants of 

God undergo for their maſter > Nothing bur the tongue was F/yahs, 
the hand was Gods; the Prophet did bur ſay what God would do: I donot ſee them 
fall our with their ſins, that had deſerved the judgment, but with the meſſenger thar 
denounced it ; Baal had no f.:wer ſervants then if there had beene both raine, and| 
plency: El4ah ſafely ſpends this ſtorme under the lee of Sarepra : Some three yeares| 
hath he lien clole in that obſcure corner.and lived upon rhe barrell, and cruſe which| 
he had multiplied : At laſt,God cals him forth, Go ſhew thy ſelfe ro Ahab,and 1 will ſend} 
| raine upon theearth, noraine mult fall till Z/yah were ſcene of Ahab ; He caried away 
rhe clouds with him,he muſt bring themagaine : The King, the people of Iſrael, 
(ball be witneſſes that God wil make good the word,the oath ofhis Propher:Should 
the raine have falne in Eljahsabſence, who could have knowne it was by his pro- 
curemer? God holds the credir of his meſſengers percious,and negleas nothing that 
may grace them 1n the eyes of the world , Not the neceſlity of ſeven thouſand reli- 
gious [{raelites could cracke the wordof one Flyah, There isnorhing wherein God 
is more tender then in approving the veracity of himlelfe in his miniſters. 

Lewd 4hab hath an holy Steward: As his name was, ſo was he, a ſervant of God, | 
whiles his Maſter was a ſlave to Baal. He that reſerved ſeven thouſand inthe King- 
dome of Iſrael,hath reſerved an 96adiah in the Court of Iſrael:and,by him, hath re- 
ſerved them: Neither isit likely there had beenſo many free hearts in the country, 
ifReligion had not been ſecretly backed in the Court: Iris a great happineſſe when | 
God gives favour,and honor tothe Vertuovs. £l#4h didnor lie more cloſe in Sarep- 
24; then 0badiahdid inthe Court : He could not have done lo muchſervice to the 
Church,if he had nor beene as ſecrer, as good; Policy and religion do as well roge- 

ther.as they doill aſunder:The Dove wichour the Serpent is eaſily caught; the ſer- 


pent withoutrthe Dove ſtings deadly ; Religion withour policy is too ſimple to be 
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hb i © (ontemplations, L1B.XVIIT. | 
{4 116 © Hs ſafe:Policy without Religion, is too ſubtile to be good ; Their match makes them: | x 
20 118 4 ſelves ſecure, and many happy. | | | 
| F 2204 Ohdegenerared eſtate of Iſrael,any thing was now lawfull there ſaving piety:Itis 
19:04 5. well if Gods Prophets can find an hole to hide their heads in : They muſt needs þe 
\ 4464 7 46808 hard driven when fifty of themare faine to croud together into one cave ; There 
b 10 0 1 2808 they had both ſhade & repaſt:Good Obadiah hazards his own life to preſerve theirs, 
614K 5 38 andſpends himſelf in that extreame dearth,upon their neceflary diet;Bread and wa. | | 
050166 $1 145808 ter was more now.then otherwhiles wine,and delicates ; Whether ſhall we wonder | + 
{3485 8] 4, 41000 a | moreat the mercy of God in reſerving an hundred Prophets, or in thus ſuſtaining 
SIS 1 SBS! | . - 1 ; 
C78 | 1-904 them being reſerved;When did God ever leave his Iſrael unfurniſhed of ſome Pro- 
$1 | TH: - | | phets 2 When did he leave his Prophets unprovided of ſome Obadiah? How wor- 
4108 [14 11 | thy art thon, O Lord, to be truſted with thine owne charge; whiles there are men 
146: 0 2 (88G upon earth, orbirdsin the ayre, or Angels in heaven, rhy meſſengers cannor want 
W190) ORG. | provilion. : 
Fg 0M - 003 RY Goodnefle caries away truſt, where it cannot haye imitation. 4hab divides with 
Id TN 0badiah the ſurvey of the whole land; They two ſet their owne eyes on work, for the 
117 OWL; 0G ſearch of water,of paſture,to preſerve the horſes and mules alive: Oh the poore and 
TH1E | 10Þ.7% | | vaine cares of Ahab : He caſts to kill the Propher,to ſave the cattle;he neyerſeekes 
| 14 4108 0 #01 to ſave his owne ſoule, todeſtroy Idolatry ; he takes thought for graſſe, none for 
Sh bi 8 FO [3's ! mercy - Carnall hearts are ever either grovelling on the earth, or delving intoit; 
{4000S 40 | | : = more regarding God,or their foules,then if they either were not,or were worth- 
OHNE BF EIGTT leſſe. 
| 3: 100 Pit t! "ol Elyah heares of the progreſſe,and offers himſelfe to the view of them both; Here 
Woka | HI 10410 | was wiſedome in this courage: Firſt,he preſents himſelfe ro 0badiah, ere he will bee 
i 51 008 36 TRAIT ſcene of Ahab;that 4hab might upon rhe report of ſo diſcreet an informer,digeſt the 
4.31" þ.4t WING | expectation of his meeting: Then he takes the opportunity of Ahabs preſence,when 
B77 RO TR HERS he might be ſure [ezebel was away. 
TOME | 16 | Obadiah meets the Prophet,knows him,and(as if he had ſeen God in him)fals on 
1 ORE | his face to him, whom he knew his mafter perſecured : Though a great Peere, he 
be CARE L ONIRR | had tearned to honora Prophet. No reſpe& was too much for the preſident of that 
BMA ( ORK 0 O BR INS 1 facred colledge : To the poore Boarder of the Sareptan, here was nolefle, then a 
W464) $ py WAH | proſtration ; and, My Lord Eljah, from the great High Steward of Iſrael : Thoſe 
8 RRITY | thatare truly gracious cannot be niggardly of their obſervances to the meſſengers 
WH5 01 HHTE SG Eljah receives the reverence,returnes a charge: Go tell my Lord behold Eljah & here: 
WISH be 0baatah findes this lode too heavy; neither is he more ſtriken with the boldnefle, 
MIA EReE: |! 1 then wich che unkindneſſe of this command: boldnefſſe in reſpe& of £/ah ; unkind- 
WH: [ | | neſſe1n reſpect of himſelfe : For,thus he thinkes, If Z/jah do come ro Ahab,he dyes: 
: | LIE} If he do nar come, I die : If it be knowne that I mer him.and brought him not, 1t1s| | 
372 BOK TOC TRUMG death : If I ſay that he will come voluntarily, and God ſhall alter his intentions, it 1s 
\% AK: RT death : How unhappy a man am I, that muſt be either Z/jahs executioner, or my 
; «4.4 blih h R G Yi own:were Ahabs diſpleaſure bur {moaking,] might hope to quench ir,but now that 
Ml Ne | SUE GT Rk: ene flame of it hath broken forth to the notice, tothe ſearch of all the Kingdomes 
| P3008 OHIINNG and Nations round about, ir may conſume we, cannot extinguiſh it : This meſſage 
© ER ORR MEER were foran enemy of Eljah;for aclientof Baal:As for me,I have well approved my | E 
© 133 0p DOS RET rrue deyotion ro God, my loveto his Prophets : What have I done, that I ſhould be 
At. j TERKEM l, qt  fingled out either to kill Zl5ab,or to be killed for him ? Many an hard plunge muſt 
' il 1140 WHIT that manneeds be driven to, who would hold his conſcience together with che ſer- 
$04 TOI 6 Wt | vice,and favour of a Tyrant : Itis an happy thing to ſervea juſt maſter; there 15 NO 
8 BOT BREE: | danger,no ſtrayne in ſuch obedience. 
i | j ; ! 3 | Bur,when the Prophet binds his reſolution with an oath and cleares the heart of 
Ih; li 0644iah from all feares, from all ſaſpitions, the good man dares be the meſſenger of 
"4 | that,which he ſaw was decreed in heaven: Doubtleſſe 4b ſtartled to heare of El 
Fet- Jah comming ro meet him; as one thatdid not more hate, then feare the Prophet. 
i 118 | Well might he think, thus long,thus far have 1 ſought F/jah, Eljah would not come 
Ti} { to ſeeke me,butunder a fare guard,and with ſome ſtrange commiſſion : His coorſe 
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Lis. XVIII. Elijah withthe Baalites, 
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A | mantle hath the advantage of my robe and Scepter-if-I cancommand a pecee of the 


followed Baalim, No earthly glory can daunt him who bath the cleare and heartning 


| ons ro God then a prophane neutrality in maine oppoſitions of religion: To go up- 


earth, I ſee hecan command heaven. The edpe of his revenge is take 
doubrful expectation of the iſſue:and now hens lyah offers hm ſelfe roy anSrbegs" 
Ahab, He whodurſt not ſtrike,yer durſt challenge the Propher, Art thou he that trou- 
bleth Iſrael? Ieroboams hand was (tilin 4hebs thoughts; he holds it not ſo ſ#e to ſinire 
as to expoſtulate : He, that was the head of Iſrael, ſpeakes our that which was in the 
heart ofall his people, that El5«b was the caute of all their ſorrow : Alas,what hath 
the gs pen Propher done? Hertaxed their (in, he foretold che judgement: he de- 
ſerved it not,he inflicted it nor? yer he ſmarts,and they are guilty: As if ſome fond| 
people ſhould accuſe the Herald or the Tramper as the cauſe of their warre: or as if 
ſome ignorant peaſant, when he ſees his fowles bathing in his pond, ſhould cry our 
of them as the cauſes of foule weather, 

Oh the heroical Spirit of Zh! he ſtands alone amids all the traine of 4hab,and j 
dares not onely repell this charge,but retort it: / have not 3r0ubled 1ſracl, but thou and 
thy fathers houſe, inthat yee have forſakenthe Commandements of the Lord, andthou baft 


viſions of God : This holy Seer diſcernes the true cauſe of our ſafferings, to be our 
finnes + Fooliſh men are plagued for their offences; and it isno ſmall part of their 
plague that they ſee itnot z The onely common diſturber ofmen, Families, Ciries, 
Kingdomes, Worlds,is fin; There isno ſuch traitor to any State,as the wilfully wick- 
ed; the quieteſt and moſt plauſible offender is ſecretly ſeditious, and ſtirreth quar- 
rels in heaven. 

Thetrue meſſengers of God cary authority even where they are maligned; Eljah 
dothat once reprove the King, and require of him the improvement of his power, 
ingathering all Iſrael ro Carmel, in fetching thither all the prophets of Baal. Baal 
was rich in Iſrael, whiles God waspoore ; Whiles God hath but one hundred Pro- 
phets,hid cloſely in 0badiahs caves,Baal hath eight hundred and fifty, foure hundred 
and fifty diſperſed over the villages & townes of Iſrael, foure hundred ar the Court; 
Gods Prophets are glad of bread & water,whiles the foure hundred Trencher-Pro- 
phets of 7cFebel feed on her dainties: They lurke in caves, whiles theſe Lord it inthe 
pleaſanteſt groves. Outward proſperity is a falſe note of truth : Alltheſe with all 
Ifracl,doth E/#4h require Ahab to ſummon unto Carmel. Ir is in the power of Kings 
co command the Aſſembly of the Prophets; the Propher ſues to the Prince for the 
indi&tion of this Synod-They are injurious to Soveraigntie who arrogate this pow- 
er to none bur ſpiricuall hands. How is 1r that Ahab 15 as ready to performe this 
charge, as Elgabto move it? I dare anſwer forhis hearr,that it was notdrawne with 
loye : Wasit out of the ſenſe of one judgement, and feare ofanother ? he ſmarted 
with the dearth and drought,and wel thinks Ela would not be ſo round with him, 
for nothing + Was it ontof anexpeRarion of ſome miraculous exploit which the 
Prophetwould do inthe ſight of all Ifrae?Or,was it out of the oyer-ruling power of 
the Almighty; 7 he heart of Kings i in the hand of God, and he turnes it which way ſoever 
be pleaſcth. _ 
 Ifracel is met together, £144 rates them,not ſo much for their ſuperſtition, as for 
their unſetledneſfe, and irreſolution : One Ifraclite ſeryes God, another Bal;yea the 
fame Iſraclite perhaps ſerves both God and Beal, How long halt yee betweene two opi- 
nies? If the Lord be God, follow him,but if Baal then follow him:Nothing is more odi- 


right ina wrong way,1sa lefſe eye-ſore to God,then rohalt berwixt right & wrong; 
The ſpirit wiſheth that the Laodicean were either hot or cold;eirher temper would 
better be borne, the neither, then both: In reconcileable differences nothing 15 more 
ſafe then indifferency both of praQice and opinion;þbur in caſes of ſo neceſlary hoſti. 
lity, as betwixtGod, and Baz/, he that is on neither ſide,is the deadljeſtenemy to 
both : Leffe hatefull are they ro God that ſerve him nor at all, then they that ſerve 
himwich arivall. | 
Whether out of guiltinefle,or feare,or uncertainty ,[{rael is filent; yet whiles their 
mouth was ſhut, their eyes were open: It was a faire motion of Eljeh, I am onely re- 
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the argutnent which muſt be uſed is fire; the place whence it muſt be fechr 


; Wit1 knives,and lancers,;and ſolicit the fire with their blood;How much painfulneſſe 


his wiſdome and juſtice did not find the permiſſion thereof uſefull to his holy pur- 


mining 6 Prophet of the Lord, Baals Prophets are fonre hundred ard fifty: Let them choſe 
one bullocke,let me chooſe another; Their devotion ſhall be combined, mine ſingle : The God 
that conſumes the ſacrifice by fire from heaven, tet him be God. Iſrael cannot but approve 
it: the Prophets of Baal cannot refuſe it; they had the appearance of the advantage, 
in their number,in the favour of King and people.Oh ſtrange diſputarion, wherein | 


heaven: 
. : : 3 
the mood and figure, devorion; the conclu ſfion,death to be overcomne. 


Had not El5ah,by divine inſtin&,been aſſured of the event, he durſt not have put 
religion upon ſuch hazard: That God commanded him this triall, who meant confy- 
fion to the authors of Idolatry,vidory to the truth: His terror ſhalbe approvedborh* 
by fire & by water;firſt by fire,then by water: There wasno leffe terror in the fre, 
then mercy in the raine : Ir was fit they ſhould firſtbe hambled by his terrors,thar 
they mighthe made capable of his mercy : and by both, might be wonne torepen- 
rance.Thus ſtill the feares of the law make way for the influences of grace, neitherdo 
thoſe Feet and heavenly dewes deſcend upon the ſoule,till way be made for them 
by the terrible flaſhes ofthe law. 

Jaſtly doth E1jh urge this rriall: Gods ſacrifices were uſed to none but heavenly 
fires; whereas the baſe and earthly religion of the heathen contented it ſelfe with 
profſe and naturall flames. ; 

The Prophets of Baal durſt not(though with faint and gnilty hearts)but imbrace 
the condition; they drefle their bulloke,and lay it ready upon the wood; and ſend 
out their cries to Baal from morning untill mid-day;0 5aal heare w:What a yelli 
was here,of fonre hundred and fifty throats, tearing the ſkies for an anſwer? Whar | 
leaping was here upon the altar,as if they would have climbed up to fetch rhat fire, 
which would not come down alone? Mount Carmel might give an Eccho to their 
voice,heaven gavenone; In vaine do they roare out, and weary theſelves in implo- 
ring a dumb and deafe deity; Grave and auſtere 'E/4ah holds it not too light to flout 
their zealous devotion;he laughs at their teares,and playes upon their earneſt; Cry 
aloud, for he # a God,either he is talking, or he is purſue, or he is traveling or he u ſleep- 
ing, and muſt be awaked, 

Scornes and taunts arethe beſt anſwers for ſerious Idolatry; Holineſle will beare 
as out in diſdainfull ſcoffes,& birterneſle againſt wilful ſuperſtition ; No lefle 1n the | 
indignation at theſe inſulting frumps,then zeale of their owne ſafery, and repurati- 
on,do theſe Idolatrous Prophets now rend their throats with inclamations, and chat 
they may aſſure the beholders, they were nor in {eſt, they cut and ſlaſh themſelves, 


chere is 11 mi{-religion? Idonot find thar the true God ever required or accepted 
the ſelf-tortures of his ſeryants; He loves true inward mortificarion of our corrupti- 
ons,he loves the ſabduing of our ſpiritual inſurre&ions,by due exerciſe of ſevere re- 
{traint; he takes no pleaſure in our blood,in our carcaſſes : They miſtake God that 
thinketo pleaſe him by deſtroying that nature, which he hath made ; and meaſure 
truth by rigour of outward extremities; £144h drew noblood of himſclfe,the Prieſts 
of Baz! did:How faine would the Devil(whom theſe Idolaters adored)have anſwe- 
red the ſuit of his ſuppliants? What would that ambirious ſpirit havegiven, that as 
he was caſt down from heaven like lightning, ſo now he might have falne downein 
thatforme upon his altar ? 

God forbids it : All the powersof darkneſſe can no more ſhew one flaſh of fire in 
the ayre,then avoydthe unquenchable fire in hell: How eaſie were ir for the power 
ofthe Almighty ro cut ſhort all theryrannicall aſurpations of that wicked one ; if 


poſes, 


| Theſe Idolaters now towards eyening,grew fo much more vehemet, as they were 
more hopeleſſe; and atlaſt,when neither their ſhrikes, nor their wounds, nor their 


mad motions could prevaile,they fir down hoarſe and weary:tormenting rheſelves 
afreſh with their deſpaires, and with the fearesof bitrer ſaccefſe of their adverſaric; 
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when Elyah cals the people to him, (the witneſſes of his fincere proceedings) and 
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| the ſupreme Magiſtrate, who wasnow ſoaffeed with rhis miraculous worke, that 


A| taking the opportunity both of therime,(the juſt houre of the evening facrifice)and | 
of the place, a ruined altar of God, nowby.him repaired,conviaces thee} bbs 


miracle, and more curs theſe Baalites with enyy, then they had curthem{elves with 
their lancers, WT" | NÞ Bs | 1s ra gb 

O holy _— why did(t thou not fave thislabor?what needed theſe unſeaſonable 
reparatrons? Was there not analrar,was there nota ſacrifice ready prepared to thine 
hand? that which the Prophers of Baa had addreſſed, ſtood ſtill wairing for that fire 
from thee,which the founders threatnediin vaine:the ſtones were not more impure, 
either for their touch,or their intentiss; yet ſuch was thy deteſtaris of Idolatry.,thar 
thou abhotredſt ro meddle with ought,whichtheir wickedneſſe had defiled : Even 
that altar, whoſe ruines thou didfſt thus repaire,was miſ.eretedthough to the name 
of the True God; yer didſt thou find it berter ro make up the breaches'of thar altar, 
which was miſconſecrared to the ſervice ofthy God, then to make uſe of that pile, 
which was idolatrouſly devored to a falſe god - It cannot be bur ſafe to keep aloofe 
from participation with Idolaters, even in thoſe things which not onely in nature, 
burn uſe are uncleane. | 
- Ely«h ayes twelve ſtones in his repayred altar, according ro the number of the 
Tribes of the ſons of lacob: Alas ten of theſe were perverted to Baal : The Þropher 
regardynot their preſent Apoſtacy;he regards the ancient covenant,that was made 
with their father 1/7 «el; he regards their firſt ſtation,to which he would reduce the- 
he knew that the unworthineſſe of 1ſ7ae/could not make God forgetfull: he would 
by this monument pur Iſfael in mind oftheir own degeneration and forgetfulneſfle, 
He employes thoſe many hands for the making a large trench round abour che altar; 
and cauſes it to be filled with thoſe precious remainders of water,which the people 
would have gradged to their own mouthes; neither would eaſily have parted with, 
but {as thoſe rhat poure down a pailfall into a drie pump) in the hope of ferching 
more. The altar,the trench is full: A barrell full is poured oucfor each of the Tribes, 
that every Tribe mighr be afterwards repleniſhed. 4444 and !ſrae/are no leſſe ful of 
expettarion; and now , when Gods appointed houre of the evening ſacrifice was 
come, E/#ah comes confidently to his altar,and looking up into.heaven, ſayes, Lord 
God of Abraham,Iſaac and Iſrael, Let it be knowne this day that thog art God ip Iſ7 ael,and 
that 1 am thy Servant,and that 1 bave done all theſe things at thy word + Heare me, O Lord 
beare me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord Ged,, and that thou haſt turned 
their hearts backe againe. 

The Baalites prayers were not more tedious, then E/y«hbs was ſhort;and yet more{| 
pithy then ſhort;charging God wich the care of his covenant,of his rruth,ot his glo- 
ry.It was Z15«b that ſpake lond;Oh ſtrong cries of faith, that pierce the heavens,and 
irrefiſtibly make their way to the throne of grace: [rel ſha] wel ſee that £/j4hs God 
whom'they haveforſakE, isneither ralking,nor purſuing,nor travelling,nor ſleeping: 
Inſtancly,rthe fire of che Lord fals from heaven,and conſumes the burnt ſacrifice, the 
wood.the ſtones.the duft,% licks up the water that was in trench:Wich what terror 
muſt 4hab and 1ſracl needs ſee this fire rolling downe our of the ſkie, and lighting 
with ſach fury ſo neere their heads;heads no leffe fic for this flame then the facrifice 
of Eljah: Well might they have thought, How ealily mighr chis fire have dilated it 
(ÞIfe and have conſumedour bodies.as well as the wood and ſtone,and have lickrup 
our blood.as well as that water? I know not whether they had the grace ro acknow- 
ledge the mercy of God; they could do no lefle then conteſle his power, The Lord « 
God, The Lord u God. | ab : 

The iron wasnow hot with this heavenly fire: £/5«b ſtayesnot till ircoole againe, 


bur ſtrikes immediately: Take the Prophets of Baal.let not one of theme (0p This wager | 


was for life:Had they prevailed in procuring this fire,and E/p«hfailed of effect 57 his 
head had beene forfeited unro them:now in the contrary ſucceſſe, cheirsare loſt ro 
him.Letno man complaine thar thoſe holy hands were bloody: This ſacrifice was no 
lefſe pleaſing ro God then that other.Borh theman and the att were extraordinary, 
and led by a peculiar inſtin& : -Neither doth the Prophet this without the aſſent of 


he 
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Elijah with the Baaliter, F 
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he could not in the heat of that convittion, but allow the juſtice of ſuch aſentence., ; 
Far beit from us to dccuſe Gods commands or executions ofctuelty; It was the an. A 
cient and peremptory charge of God , that the authors of Idolatry and ſeduQtion 
ſhould dye the death ; noeye, no hand might ſpare them : The Prophet dothbur 
move the performance of that Law,” which Iſrael could not without fin have omit. 
ted:It is a mercifull and thank-worthy ſeverity to id the worldofthe Ring-leaders 
of wickednefle.. | | Dir 
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Elijah ranning before Ahab, flying from Jezebel, 


Dn Heare no newes ofthe foure hundred Prophers of the Groves:They lic 

32 64221 cloſe under the wing of Zezebe/,undertheir pleaſing ſhades: neither will 
P39 RE be ſuffered to undergo the danger of this triall ; the carkeiſes of their 
MP WR! fellowes helpe to fill up the halfe-dry channel! of K:ſhox : Juſtice is no 
= ſooner done, then Ahab heares newes of mercy from Elyh : Get ther 
wp,cat and drink,for there ts a ſound of abundance of raine: Their meeting was not more 
harſh,then their parting was friendly : Ir ſeemes Ahab had ſpent all that day faſting 
inan eager attendance of thoſe conflicting Prophets : It muſt needs bee late, ere 
the execution could be done: E/jehs part began not till the evening : Sofarre mnt 
che King of Iſrael be from raking thought for the maflacre of thoſe foure hundred 
and fifty Bealites, that now, he may go eat hu bread with joy, and drink his wine witha 
chearefull heart : for God accepteth this worke,and reſtifies it in the noyſe of much 
raine : Eyery drop of that Idolatrous blood was anſweredwith a ſhowre of raine, 
with a ſtreame of water, and plenty poured downe in every ſhowre : A ſenſible 
bleſſing followes the unpartiall ſtrokes of ſeyere juſtice:Nothing is more cruel then 
an unjuſt piety. | 

Noeares but E/j«hs could as yet perceive a ſound of raine; the clouds werenot 

yet gathered, the vapours were not yet riſen, yet E/yah heares that which ſhall bee: 
Thoſe that are of Gods Councell can diſcerne either fayours or judgements afarre 
off;the ſlacke apprehenſions of carnall hearts make them hard to beleeve that , as 
future, which che quick andrefined ſenſes of the faithfull receive,as preſent. 
Ahab goes up to his repaſt; Elyah goes up to his prayers: That day had beenpain- 
full to him,the vehemency of his ſpirit draws him toa neglect of his body: The holy 
man climbes up tothe top of Carmel, thatnow he may talke with his God alone : 
neither is he ſooner alcended, then he caſts himſelf down upon the earth: He bowes 
his knees to God,and bowes his face down to his knees: by this humble poſture ac- 
knowledging his awfullreſpeCtsto that Majeſty which he implored : Wee cannot 
proſtrate our bodies , or ſoules, too lew to that infinitely glorious Deity, who is 
the Creator of both. 

His thoughts were more high then his body was low : what he ſaid we know not, 
we know that what he ſaid opened the heavens,that for three yeares and an half had 
| bin ſhut up: God had faid before,7 will ſend r4ive npon the earth ; yer Elijah muſt pray 
for what God did promiſe ; The promiſes of the Almighty donot diſcharge our 
prayers,but ſuppoſe them ;he will do whathe undertakes. but wee muſt ſue for that 
which we would have him do: Our petitions are included in the decrees, in the in- 
gagements of God. | 

The Prophet had newly ſeene and cauſed the fire to deſcend immediately out of 
heaven,he doth not look the water ſhould do ſo; he knew that the raine muſt come 
from the clouds, and that the clouds muſt ariſe fromvapours, and thoſe vapours fro 
the Sea,thence doth he expect them: But as nor wiling that the thoughts of his fix- 
ed devotion ſhould be diſtrated,he doth nor go himſelfe, only ſends his ſervant to 
bring him the newes of his ſucceſſe . Ar the firſt fightnothing appeares:Seven times 
muſt he walke tochar proſpeQt;and not till his laſt view candiſcerne ought: All that 
while is the Propher inhisprayers,neither is ay, whit datited with that delay: Hope 
holds up the head of our holy delſires,and perſeverance crowns ir: If we receive not 
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L1is.XVIIL. Eltjah ranning before, ec. | 199 | 
— = f 
A\ ananſwer to our ſuits atthe ſixth motion, we may not be out of ke: 
maſt try the ſeventh : Ar laſt alittle cloud ariſes ont of the Sbqh aq eoo at ry | 
So mariy,ſo fervent prayers cannot but pul water outef heaven as wel as fire: Thoſe | 
ſights reflect upon theearth, and from the earth refle& upon heaven, from heayen '» 488 
| rebound upon the Sea,andraiſe vapours up thence to heaven againe: If we find that | 14.1l 
| gal peas ate heard forthe ſabſtance,we may not cavill ac the quantity : Even an WR 
| | hand-broadcloud contents Elijah,and fils his heartfull of joy and thankfulneſſe : He BS 
| knew well this meteor was not at the biggeft,it was newly born of the womb of the WY 
waters, & in ſome minutesof age muſt grow to a large ſtature:ſtay but a while,and Is | 
| Heaven is covered with it: From how ſmal beginnings have greater matter: rif-n?ir | WH 
| 
| 


is nootherwilſe in all the gracious proceedings of God with the ſoule ; ſcarce ſenſi- { 
ble are thoſe firſt works of his ſpirit inthe heart,which grow up at laſt ro the won- 
der of men,and applauſe of Angels. 


Well did Elj4b know that God who is perfeQion ir ſelfe , would nor defile his Wt 1: 


hand with an inchoate and ſcanted fayour,as one therefore that fore-ſaw the face of | | l * 
heaven over-ſpread with this cloudy ſpot, hee ſends to 4habto haſten his Charior, UT 106 


that the raine ſtop him not: It is long ſince Ahab feared this ler; never was the news Wit [1's 
of a danger more welcome: Doubtlefſe the King of Iſracl whiles he was at his dier, | þ RPE / 

lookr long for E/jahs promiſed ſhowers ; where is the raine whoſe ſound the Pro- FAB 3, | 
phet heard?how is it that his cares were ſo much quicker then our eyes? We ſaw his © AP 
fire to our terror, how gladly would we ſee his Waters > When now the ſervantof 
Elgab brings him newes from heaven, that the clouds were ſetting forward, and 
C| (the haſtened not) would be hefore him : The winde ariſes, the clouds gather, 
the ſkie thickens, Ahab berakes himto his Charet ; E15«h girds up his loynes, and 
rannes before him : Surely the Prophet could not want the offer of more eaſe in 
his paſſage; but he will be for the time .habs lacquey, that the King andall Iſrael 
may ſee his humility no lefſe then his power,8& may confeſſe that the glory of thoſe 
miracles hath notmade him infolent. Hee knew that his very fight was monitory: 
neither could Ababs mind be beſide the miraculous workes of God, whiles his eye 
| was upon Elijah : neither could the Kings heart be otherwiſe then well-affeRted ro- 
wards the Propher, whiles he ſaw that himſelfe and all Iſtacl, had received a new 
Life by his procurement. Bur what newes was here for 1ezebe/? Certtinely Ahab 
minced nothing of the report of all thoſe aſtoniſhing accidents : If but to ſalve up 
D his ownehonour,in the death of thoſe Baalites, he made the beſt of Elyahs merits; 
he told of his challenge, conflict, vitory, of the fire that fell downe from heaven, 
of the conviction of Iſrael, of the unavoydable execution of the Prophets, of the 
prediction and fall of thoſe happy ſhowers,and laſtly of E/ijahs officious atrendance. 
Who would not have expected that 7eJebel ſhould have ſaid ; It is noſtriving, no 
dallying with the Almighty : No reaſonable creature can doube, after ſo prodigi- 
ous a decifion;God hath wonneus from Heaven, he muſt poſſeſſe us : Juſtly are our 
ſeducers periſhed; None bur the God that can command fire and water ſhal be ours; 
There is no Prophet but his: But ſhe contrarily, in ſtead of relenting, rageth; and 
ſends a meſſage of death to Elijah, So let the gods doto mee, and morealſo, If I make 
not thy life, as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time : Neither ſcourges,nor 
E | favours can worke any thing with the obſtinately wicked; All evill heartsare not e- 
qually diſ-affeted rogood : 4hab and lezebel were both bad enough, yet Ahab 
yeelds to that worke of GOD , which lezebe/ſtubbornely oppoſerh - Ahab melts | 
with that water, with that fire, wherewith JeJebel is hardened, 4hab was baſbfully, 7e- 
zebelaudaciouſly impious. The weaker ſexe is ever commonly ſtronger in paſſi- 
or;and more ychemently carried with the ſway of their deſires, whether to good 
or evill : Shee ſweares, and ſtampes at that whereat ſhee ſhould haye trembled. 
Shee ſiveares by thoſe gods ofhers, which were nor able to ſave their Prophets, 
that ſhee will kill the Propher of God , who had ſcornedher gods , and(laine her 
Prephets. 
I is well that 7ezebel could not keepe counſell : Her threat preſerved him 


whom ſhe had meant to kill : The wiſdome and power of God could have Ren 
evaſions 
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Cerro 
LisB.XV1II * 
eyaſions for his Propher,in her greateſt ſecreſie:but now,he needs no other meanes , þ 
ofreſcue,but her owne lips:She is nolefle vayne,then the gods ſhe ſweares by : In 
ſpight of her fury,and her oath,and her gods,E lyah ſhall live : At once ſhall ſhe find 
Her ſelfe fruſtrar, & forſworne:She is now ready to bite her tongue,to eather heart 
for anger.at the diſappointment of her cruell Vow. It were no living for godly men, 
if the hands of Tyrants were allowed to be as bloody as their hearts. Men andDe. 
vils are under the reſtraint of the Almighty;neither are their deſignes morelayiſh, 
then their executions ſhort, 

Holy Z1yab flees for hislife 5 wee heare not of the command of God, but wee 
would willingly preſuppoſe it : So divine a Prophet ſhould doe nothing without 
God : His heeles wereno new refuge; As no where ſafe withmthe renne Tribes, 
he flees to Beerſheba, in the Territories of 1udeb; as notthere ſafe from the mathi. 
nations of IeFebel, he flees alone (one dayes journey) into the wildetnefſe, there 
he fits him downe under a Juniper Tree, and (as weary of life, no leſſe then of his 
way) wiſhes to riſe nomore. 1? i exough now, O Lord, take away my life, for law 
not better then my fathers : O ſtrange and uncouth mutation ! Whar is this wee 
| heare ? Elyahfainting and giving up? that heroicall ſpirit dejected, andproftrate? 
| Hethat durſt ſay to A/habs face , 1? s thou , and thy fathers houſe that tronbleth Iſa, 

hee that could raiſe the dead, open and ſhut the heavens, fetch downe both fire, 
and water with his prayers; he that durſt chide and conteſt with all Iſrael,thatdurſt 
kill the foure hundred and fifty Baalizes, with the ſword ; doth hee fhrinke at the 
frownes and threats of a woman?doth he wiſh to be rid of his life becauſe he feared 
toloſeir > Whocan expect an undaunted conſtancy from fleſh andblood, when 
Eljah failes? The ſtrongeſt and holieſt Saint upon earth is ſubjed toſome qualmes 
of feare, and infirmicy : To be alwayes and unchangeably good, 1s proper onely 
to the glorious Spiritsin heaven: Thusthe wiſe and holy God will have his power 
perficted in our weakenefſe : It is in vaine for us whiles wee carry this fleſh abour 
us, to hope for ſo exact health, ' as not to be caſt downe ſometimes with fits of ſp1- 
ritualldiſtemper.It is no new thing for holy men to wiſh for death: Who can cither 
maryel at,or blame the deſire of adyantage?For the weary traveller to long for reſt, 
the priſoner for liberty,the baniſhed for home,it 15 ſo naturall,that the contrary dil- 
poſition were monſtrous : The benefitof the change is a juſt motive to our appeti- 
tion: bur to cal for death out of a ſatiety of life,our of an impatience of ſuffering, is a 
weakenefle unbeſeeming a Saint: Ir is not enough, O Zljab; Godhath more worke 
yet for thee:thy God hath more honoured thee,then thy farhers,and thoa ſhaltlive 
to honour him. 


Toyle and forrow have lulled the Prophet aſleepe ., under his Juniper tree; 


that wholeſome ſhade was well choſen, for his repoſe : whiles death was called 


for,the couzen of death comes unbidden : The Angell of God waits on himin that 
hard lodging: no wildernes is too ſ@litary for the attendance of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits: 
As he 1s guarded, fois he awaked by that Mefſengerof GO D, and ſtirred up 
from his relt,to his repaſt; whiles he Nlept, his breakefaſt is made ready forhim, by 
thoſe ſpirituall hands ; There was a cake baked on the coales, and a cruſe of water «t bu 
head : Oh the neyer-ceaſing care and providence of the Almighty, not to be barred 
by-any place, by any condition, when meanes are wanting to us, when Wee are 
wanting to our ſelves, when toGod,even then doth he follow us, with his mercy, 
and caſt favours upon us,beyond,againſt expetation : What variety of puryeyance 
doth he make for his ſervant? One while the Ravens, then the Sarepran, now the 
Angell ſhall be his Cator;none ofthem without a miracle. Thoſe other provided for 
him waking,this ſleeping : O GO D,theeye of thy providence is not dimmer,the 

5% of thy power is not ſhorter ; onely teach thou us to ſerve thee, to truſt 
thee. 

Needs muſt the Prophet eate, anddrinke, and ſleepe with much comfort , 
whiles hee ſaw that he had ſacha guardian,attend ance,purveiour ; and now the ſe- 
cond time 15 he raiſed, by that happy touch,to his meale,and his way: Ariſe,andeatt, 
becauſe the journey is too great for thee, What needed hee to travell further, ith that 


divine 
— ———— eee. | he 


(ontempl ations. 
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Lt B. XVIII. Elijah running before;C9c. 
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| A | divine power could as well proret him in the Wilderneſſe,as in Horeb>what needed 


he ro eare, ſince hethat meant to ſuſtaine him forty dayes with one meale,mightas 


cd to the termes of humane regularities:Ir is enough that he knowes and approves 
the reaſons of his owne choyce and commands : oncein forty dayes and nights ſhal | 
"Eljaheare, ro'teach us whar God can doe with little meanes; and bur once,to teach 
us what he can doe withour meanes : once ſhall the Prophet eate, Mas lwes by bread, 


mouth of God :" Moſes, Elijah, our Saviour;faſted cach of them forty dayes, and forty | 
nights : the rhree-grearfaſters mer gloriouſly in T«ber : I doe not finde where God 
ever honouredany man for feaſting': Ic is abſtinence,nor fulneſſe, that makes aman 
capable of heavenly viſions, of divine glory. 

- Thejourney wasnot of it felfe ſo long; the! Prophet tooke thoſe wayes, thoſe 
houres which his heart gave him:Inthe very fameMount where Moſes firſt ſawGod, 
ſhall E4j4h ſee him: one andthe fame cave (as is very probable) was the receptacle 


thoſe:ſen{ible monuments of Gods favour, and protection,to his faithfull predecef- 
for.” Moſes came to ſee God in the buſh of Horeb - God came to finde E1:jah in the 
Cave of Horeb : Whatdoeſt thou here £/5ah? The place was directed by a provi- 
dence, not by a command : Hee is hid ſare enough from 7ezebel: hee cannot bee 
hid from the all-ſeeing eye of God. Whither ſhal 1 goe from thy Spirit ? or Whither 
ſhall 1 flye from thy preſence? If 1 aſcend up into Heaven, thou art there; If I make my bed 
in Hell, behold thou art there : If 1 take the wings of the morning and dwell in the utmoſt 
parts of the Sea, even there ſhall thine hand finde me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me : 
Twice hath God propounded the fame queſtion ro E14ah : Once in the heart,once 
in the mouth of the Cave : Twice doth the Prophet anſwer, in the ſame words : 
Had the firſt anſwer fatisfted, the queſtion had not beene re-demanded. Now,that 
ſullen anſwer which E444 gave in the darkneſle of the Cave is challenged into the 
Light, not without an awfull preface. The Lord firſt paſſeth by him with the ter- 
ribledemonſtrations of his power. A great and ſtrong winde rent the Mountaines, 
and brake the Rockes in pieces : The tearing blaſt was fromGod, God was not in 
it: So was hee in it,as in his other extraordinary workes ; not ſo in it, as by it to 
impart himſelfe ro Elyab : 1twas the Uſhier not the cariage of God : After the 
winde,came an Earth-quake, more fearefull than it: Thar did but move the ayre, 
this the earth; that beat upon ſome prominences of earth, this ſhooke ic from the 
Center. After the earthquake came a fire more fearefu]] than either. The other affe- 
Qed the eare,the feeling: bur this lets in horror intothe ſoule,by the eye,the quickeſt 
and moſt apprehenſive of the ſenſes. E1y4h fhall ſee Gods mighty power in the earth, 
aire,fire,before he heare-him in the ſoft voice:all theſe are but boiſtrous harbingers 
of a meck. and ſtill word : In that God was;Behold,in that gentle and milde breath 
there was omnipotencie; there was bur powerfalneſſe in thoſe fierce repreſentati- 
ons: There is not alwayes the greareſt efficacy where is the greateſt noiſe:God loves 
to make way for himſelfe by rterrour, but he convayes himſelfe to us in ſweetnefle : 
It is happy for us if after the guſts and flaſhes of the Law, wee have heard the ſoft 
voice of Eyangelicall mercy. | 

In this very mount, wich the ſame horrour Gad had delivered his Law to Miſes 
and Iſrael: It is no marvell if E/yah wrapt his face in his mantle : His Obedience 


—_— 


| liiii 


affcightfull fore-runners of the divine preſence,though with his face covered : The 
very Angels doe no lefſe,before rhar al-glorious Majeſty then vaile themſelves with 


their wings : Farrebe it from us once to thinke of thar infinite, and omnipotent | 


Deity,without an humble awtulneſle. 


tt” 


hinde him in the Cave : 1 have beene wery jealows for the Lord God of Hoſts, becauſe the 
| childrem of Iſrael have forſaken thy Covenant, throwne downe thine Altars, andſains thy 


"wi A——_ 


well have ſuſtained im withour it:God is a moſt free Ayent, neither will he be ty-| 


and bur once, Man hwes-not by bread onely,. but by every word that proceeds out of the 


co both : It couldnor be bura great confirmation of Elijah, to renue the ſight of | 


drawes him forth to the mouth of the Cave, his feare ſtill hides his head : Had | 
there not beene much courage in the Prophets faith, he had not ſtood out theſe 


"Feare changes not the tenour of Eljabs anſwer : Hee hath not lefr one wordbe- | 
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(ontemplations. - Bay B.XV] [ oy 
Prophets with the ſword, and 1, even I ontly, am left, and they ſeeke my life to take ir away. | A 
Lheare not a direct anſwer fromthe Prophet ro the demand of God : then he had 
ſaid, I runne away fromthe threats of /ezebe/,and here Thide my head from her ma- | 
licious purſuit: His gniltinefſe would not lethim ſpeake out all.: Hee had rather 
lay, 1 have beene jealous for the Lord God of Hoſts, then, I was fearefull of 1eFebel : We | 
\ are all willing tomake the beſt of our owne caſe: but what hee wants ot his owne 
accuſation; hee ſpends upon the complaint of 1ſree/.Neither dothhe more bernone 
himſelfe, then exclaime againſt them, as ApoſtatesfromGods Covenant, violaters 
of his Altars, murtherers of his Prophets : It muſtneedes bea deſperate conditinn 
of 1ſr acl, that drives Elijah to indite them betore the throne of God : Thar tongue 
of his was uſedto plead for them,ro fie for their pardon, it could nor bebur aforce. 
able wickedneſſe, that makes 1t their accuſer. Thoſe Idolatrous 1ſraclites were well 
forward to reformation : The fire and raine from heaven at the prayers of Eljab| 
had wonne themto a ſcorne of Baal; onely the violence of 7eFebe/turned the ſtream, 
| and now they arere-ſetled in impiety,8&perſecute himfor an enemy,whom they al- 
' moſt adored for abenefactor; otherwiſe, Elyeb had not complained of what they 
| had beene : Who would thinke it ? Jezebel can doe more than Zlijah : No 
| 


| miracle is ſo prevalent with the vulgar, as.the ſway of authority, whether ro good, 
; orevill. 4k 
Thou artdeceived, O Zlab; thouart not leftalene; neither is all 1ſ-«el tainted: 

| God hath children and Prophets in 1/7acl, though rhou ſee them not; Thoſe cleers/ 
| eyesof the Seer diſcerne not the ſecret ſtorie of God : they lookr not into 0bediahs 
| Caves,they lookt not intothe cloſers of the religious 1ſ7acl:tes; he that ſees the heart 
| can ſay, 1 have left me ſeven thouſand in Iſracl, all the knees which have not bowed oO 
Baal, and every mouth which hath not kiſſed him : According to the faſhion of the 
wealchy, God pleaſerh himſelfe in hidden treaſures; it is enough that his owne eyes 
behold his riches: Never did hee, never will hee leave himſelfe unfurniſked with 
holy clients, in the midſt of the fouleſt deprayations of his Church : The Gght ofhis| 
faithfull ones hath ſometimes beeneloſt, never the being : Doe your worſt, O yee 
Gates of Hell, God will have his owne : He that could have more, will have fome : 
that foundation 1s ſure, God knowerh who are hs. | 

It was a truecordiall for El/#«hs ſolitarineſſe, that hee had ſeven thouſand invi- 
fible abercors; neither 15 1t a ſmall comfortto our weaknefle to have companions in 
good : for the wickedneſſe of 1jrae/ God hath another receit; rhe oyle of royall 
and prophericallunction; E/y4b muſt anoint Hazel King of Syria, 7ehu King of 
iſraet; Eli{hafor his ſucceflor: All theſe ſhall revenge the quarrels of God, and him; 
one ſhall begin, the other ſhall proſecute, the rhird ſhall perfe& the vengeance upon 
I{t ael. 
| n A Prophet ſhall avenge the wrongs done to a Prophet: Eſha is found, not in his 
(tudy,bur,in the field; not with abooke in his hand, bur a plough : His father Shaphat 
was a rich farmer in Abel-Meholah,himſelfe was a good huſband not trained in the 
ſchooles of the Prophets, but,in the thrifty trade oftillage : and behold,rhis was the 
man whom God will pickout of all Iſracl for a Propher;God ſeethnot as man ſeeth; 
Neither doth he chooſe men before they are fit, but therefore he firs them, becauſe 
| he hath chofen chem; his callis above all earthly inſticution. | 

I heare not of ought thar El:yah ſaid : Onely he caſts his cloake upon Eliſh« in 
the paſſage ; That Mantle, that a& was vocall : Together with this ſigne, Gods 
inſtin& ceacheth this amazed ſonne of Shaphar that he was deſigned to an higher 
worke, to breake up the fallow grounds of Iſrael , by his Prophericall fiin@tion : 
Hee findes a i{trange vertue in that Robe; and (as if his heart were changed with 
that habit) forgets his teme, andrunnes after E/#4h; and ſues for the leave of a 
farewell tohis Parents, erchee had any but a dumbe command to follow ; The 
ſecret call of God offers an inward force to the heart, and inſenfibly drawes us be- 
yond the power of aur refiſtance; Grace is no enemy to good nature ; well may 
the reſpects to our earthly Parents ſtand roour duties with our Father in heaven. 
I doc notſce Eliſha wring his hands and deplore his condition, that hee- ſhall leave 
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In B, XVIII. Elijah running befors,Cc. ”_ 


A | the world,and follow a Prophet, but for the joy of that change, hee makes a feaſt : 
thoſe Oxen, thoſe utenſils of huſbandry whereon his former labours had beene be. 
ſtowed, ſhallnow be gladly devoted to the celebration of that happy day, where-! 
in hee is honoured with ſo blefſed an imployment. If with deſire, if with 
cheerfulneſſe we doenot enter intothe workes of our heavenly 
Maſter, they are not like to proſper in our hands : He is 
not worthy of this ſpirituall ſtation, who holds 
notthe ſervice of God his higheſt, 
his richeſt preferment. 
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Contemplations. 
THE 


NINETEENTH 


BOOKE. 


' Ahab and Benhadad. 
Ahab and Naboth. 
Ahab «nd Michaiah,or the death of Ahab; 
| Ahaziah ficke, Elijah revenged. 
The wy aj of Elijah. 
Containing: Eliſha healing the Waters,curing the Children, 
Relieving the three Kings, 
Eliſha with the Shunamite, 
| Eliſha and Naaman. 
Eliſha raiſing the iron,blinding the Syrians. 


{ i 
| The Famine of Samaria releeved, 


{gt ee —_—— 
wo Www arr 
_ ». 
my 
Ape — 
Ps N —_ —__ 
p - 4 > its 


4 = = <ong — 7. PP. 


ths F 
-*.1 4 af 1 " 
EC PEERS, 
. —— Rn cole a 
oy, a _— 4 _ 
- x 5 END 
AW OTE hon oh I. 


—— 


By Jos.H au, D,of Divinitic, and Deane 
of VV oRensTER, 


—_—_— 


4 "es WR Th Bo Py 4 LH P42 
, * #1 - Ra + b vet ov Voight, Ao * : a oo a , 6 llc dint land, ac - 
% * f y "hrs b* os voz © $$ 0 ws 5 ©” oO . . _ - _ —— my ® Y —_ b* h 
- ee. WPI 1. i b - x | E & _—Y- b s : G S: - > « _ 
©- F229 : on _ nopi_e.c - =_ go - ; ol —— PT TRIS.) Y \ 4 OE" - wy : 44 as k Py nA R 
< ct moans -—— "mn by « - oh) >  "e. P j a = 2 : , ors « 4 . £* % 
p - 1 v4 - _— x &- M 4 " t 4 FA 4 4 —_ ae ”"_ by —_ P 4 » IS _ G —_ So _ - 4 ; " * X at * PY 2 
* WY" IS R o P ” _ be" ; >. ”, _ " Re, 4 « Th A "Sag Bo. Ws = a | by, vw £4 + I "- - * 4 —_— 7 = F a : : - bs 4 Hg p * "A. P &, ay. = - 6 + * 
— — _ yn Rt ES - I Pp * mh, ALA; » ade *- non, OT Seo Os > we re RI. ar =o, 5 <p oe” - Ears LA oe. ” —diu—. oy, yy" A 
how EI, le D532, 8 _— 3. Rat no R- EN nr ®-Ig* my as ren ol Tt £5 FT LT, 7 C G \ -7 — wo $3 So 4 $--. . Fe NG, > 50 SISSY 2." ab ” £ * PRI” "E we 27 » w Ts 4 —_—* ee YT o # os 95 _ py at "IC . 5 > "0 n FI” 
v: - S 4 n * : -. <a>" W - 4 *S% ; X 2 "= "> "i ny < a : VR "_" % P - _ s <I> an Les - 'N 2 : b, _ a - a J 4 s ; 4 . a q . . 
= by w « .. Pp " . CO ITTE $ih 4 HE $* 2a.. -auat 844 EY & EL — _ -— Y Va of wn 9 ” a % __ 7 P Y % A > _ Es ITE w-5 "5 ow þ ne oy ” _- wk 
a M.SC _ a ; : . nah » ge. ” OT SR: + 4 : ow” - a 
. " SE 3 = Gl —"- ſ "EY __ 72 att %. 
, + % 7 ASS. FT? A I —- 1 - _— 
*. a” w 4 n gp \ " - 3 = = * 34 
1 ky a =, ""* $2 bk L 3 bo . bo * 4 wh . w 
Ly n | » £5 » * den nn nay s 67 abies % L : 
, P Med. IE uy * . F Pr of" "F g . T.5 . q L b 9 q Y 
oY l n yo. te... ah. - 3 "= 5s a R . ee. ; . 4 - — 
- 


—_— Sk... 


OE 


Imprinted at London in the yeare 1 63 4. 


= —_ o 42 9s OO. PI 
, _ + F=x l bmp mags ra eg gn—e arP __ > Wo —_— » jon -— O_ 
<- - . —_— ha 4 _—_ => <a ou , 
br gp at I + 4 . a * yg mes _ * 
WALTZ TOAD Bd ot Core in nant 2s, ad HH EEG, i WO WE EA Up ont - » - 5k = - # 4 
- s I Y _ - 2 War V7 N LES ws x - 
tee. - : FI A at 4a ad 3 waar a a 
Hr ” rt « y = on #= - 6 - oe 


— 
= —_ 


- -w—— 
w 2 
i. ._- 


ke -- - —_— — I —— - _- 


"7 a 4 Fon | tt” I. 

—_ > "0." 

RE - 1 2s 5 a * ” C 7 . 4 0 a 2 4 C—— dough - ma 

FE ; _ m ” - _ 5 
” 
p 


oP = "IL IS 
— LIT. D—_— 


Ree oe as NE 


x at - 
Ee oe q 
_—_— pn 


_ 


pak————— 


RN A 


SO OI IT OC tk 9 ar ps 
NS to any comedies. de 3 , — 
A : - "ans 


Fu 
—-_ py 


+ OE” Gags EW Eq x a & 


py * 


ad. v2 > 


—_ _— 


: Honoured Patron. 


\ . « . : . . — 
\\V- % - 4 4 } Yy 
oo - \ % " 4 Q . = 
» \ 2, x* I & "4 { RX \ . \ f , . Fa [ *\V. » Sj. 0 ; Þ . 
\ 2 . a> / o / O . p 4 » as, 3> o 
* — 1%\ # \ ' WP "F oy -. - 
a > . - . 1% » I) SS \'< — * - 
o | 2 ” l. i k f "oy P . = b © ' \ 
"fv , 0 A - p "4 F, v ” A ar - o ud { i a 0 X 4 3 >» 'Y kw, , 
T - 
Lf 
. ; a : 
' a ds. : 
b, = - ” 
. . be 
= - : 
* 
* 


HONOVRABLE FowarDp 
LUKD. Duewir, DBAKON OF 
Waltham, my bountiful and dearely 


Right Honourable: 


LIN E Z Hons, as your Lordſhip, under whoſe happy ſhade 
Ed » they received their firſi conception: Under thu Juni- 
EEE | per of yours, have F (not ariven by force, but drawne 
2» pleaſure) ſlept thus long, ſweetly, ſafely; and have receivedtheſe 


eAngelicall touches : How inſily may your Lordſhip claime the_| 


fruits of your owne favours * Your carefull ſtudies tn the booke of 
God,are fit to be exemplary, which bave ſo enriched you,that your 
Teacher ſhall gaine.Fn this reach of divine thoughts, you ſhall ſee 
Benhadads in/olence taken downe by Ahabs viftory,an humble 
(though Fdolatrous) Fſraelite carying it from an inſulting Pa- 
an : Youſhall ſee in Ahab the impotent paſſions of greatneſſe, in 
Naboth bleeding boneſly ; in Jezebel bloody hypocrifre, cruell 
craft. pletting from hell, pretending from heaven : You ſhall ſee 
the wofull ſucceſſe of an uniuſt mercy; Ahab forfaiting what hee 
gave, killed by bim whom he ſhould have killed: you ſhall ſee reſo- 
lute Michaiah oppoſing the mercenary Synode of Prophets, 4 
beaten viftor, an impriſoned freeman : Yon ſhall ſee Abaziah 


falling through bu grate; Elijah climbing up bu Mount, moun- 
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ting up to his glory ; fetching fire from heaven, fetcht by a fiery | 
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Here is nothing more dangerous for any State, than to 
call in forraigne powers,for the ſuppreſſion of an home- 
bred enemie; the remedy hath oft inthis caſe, proved 
| worſe than the diſeaſe. _4/a King of 1dsb implores | 
the ayde of Benhadad, the Syrian, againſt Baafha King of 
1ſrael. That ſtranger hath good colour to ſet his foot in 
ſome out-ſkirt-townes of Iſrael; and now theſe ſerve 
him but for the hanſell of more ; Such fiveetneſſe doth | 
that Edemite finde in the ſoile of 1ſracl,that his ambition 
will not take up with lefſe than all z He that entred as a 
| Friend, will proceed as a Conqueror; and now aimes at | 
no lefle than S:meric it ſelfe, the heart, the head of the ten Tribes : There was no 
cauſe to hope for better ſucceſſe of fo perfidions a League with an Infidell : Who 
can look for other than warre when he ſees 4hb and /ezebe/ inthe Throne,1ſralin 
the groves and temples of Baalim > The ambition of Bewhadad was not ſo much guil- | 
ty of this warre, as the Idolatry ofthat wicked nation; How can they expe peace | 
from earth,who doe wilfully fight againſt heaven ? Rather will che God of Hoſts 
armethe brure,the ſenſeleſle creatures againſt 1/7ael,thanhe will ſuffer their defiance | 
unrevenged. Ahab and Benbadadarewell matched, an Idolatrous Ifraclite, with a | 
paganiſh [dumzan; well may God plague cach with other, who meanes vengeance | 
to them both. 4hab findes himſelfe hard preſſed with the ſiege;and therefore isglad 
to enter into treaties of peace; Benhadad knowes his owne ſtrength;and offers inſo- | 
lent conditions, Thy ſilver and thy gold is mine, thy wives alſs and thy children, even the | 


Ts my 


hoſtility might will carve for it ſelfe : 4þ4b now after the divifion of I#dah, was but 
halfe a King; Benhadsd had two and thirty Kings to attend him, What equality was 
in this oppoſition > Wiſely doth 4h therefore,asa reed in a tempeſt, ſtoop to this 
violent charge of ſo potentan enemy : My Lord, O King, according to thy ſaying I aw 
thise, and all that I have : It is not for the over-powredto capitulate; Weaknefle may | 
not argue bur yeeld. Tyranny is but drawne on by ſabmiſtion; and where it findes 
feare,and dejetion,inſulterh. Benhadad not content with the [overaignty of 4habs 

goods, calls for the poſſeſſion; Ahab had offered the Dominion, with reſervation of 
his fubordinare intereſt: he will be a tributary, ſo hee may beean owner: Benhadad 
imperiouſly beſides the command , calls for the propriety; and ſuffers not the 


of that predominancy. Over-ſtrained ſubje&ion turnes deſperate;if conditions be 
impoſed worſe than death, thereneedes nolong diſpuration of the remedy; The | 
Elders of 1ſ+«c! (whoſe ſhate was proportionably in this danger) hearten 4habroa 


King of !ſre/ toenjoy thoſe thingsat all, which he would enjoy but under the favour | 


deniall:which yet comes out ſo fearefully, as that ir appeares ratherextortedby the | 
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Lis: XIX.” 


peremptory indignation of the people,than proceeding out of any generoſity ofh; 
| Spirir 4 Nether Tech he fay,l will not, but, I may nor, The proud Sena 
| would have rakenitin foule ſcorn to be denied,though he had ſent forall the heads 
of 1[rael) ſmuftes up the winde like the wilde Afſe in the Wilderneſſe, and brags, ang 
 threats,and ſweares, The gods deeſe to me, and more alſo, if the duft of Samaria ſhall ſof 
| fice for handfulls for-all the people that follow me : Not the men,not the goods onely of 
| S4maria {hall be catyed away captive,butthe very earth whereonit ſtands;and this, 


with how much eafe?No Sonldier ſhall-need tobe charged with more than an har. 


4. 


full,to make a valley where the mother Ciry of 7/7ael once ſtood:Oh vyaine boaſter ! 
In whom I know not whether pride ar folly be more eminent : Vidorie is to hee 
atchieved, nor to be ſworne ;, future eyentsare no matter of an oath; Thy gods (if 
they had beene) might have beene called as witneſſes of thy intentions. nor of that 
| ſacceſſe, whereof thou wouldeft bee the Author without them : Thy gods can doe 
nothing to thee, nothing for thee, nothing for themſelves ; all thine Aramites | 
ſhall not cary away one corne of ſand outof 7ſrael, except. it. bee upon the ſoles of | 
| their feer, intheir ſhamefull flight; Ir is well, if they can cary backe thoſe ſkins that 
they brought thither : Let not him that girdeth on hu harneſſe boaſt ny as hee that 
putzeth it off : There is no cauſe to feare that man that truſtesin himſelfe.-Man may 
caſt the dice of war,but the diſpoſition of themis of the Lord. 
Ahab was lewd, but Benhadad was inſolent; If therefore Abab ſhall bee ſcourged 
with the rod of Benhadads feare; Benhadad (tall be ſmitten with the (word of Ahab; 
revenge; Of all things God will not endure a preſumpruons, and felfe-confident 
| Vaunter:after El4ahs flightand complaint, yet a Prophet is addreſſed to:_4hab;7 hu 
i ſaith the Lord, Haſt thon ſcene all this great multitude? behold 1 will del:ver it into thine 
[Hand this day ,and thou ſhalt know that 1 am the Lord, Who can wonder enough at this 
| unweariable mercy of God? After the fire and raine fetcht miraculouſly from Hea- 
;ven, 4hab had promiſed much, performed nothing, yet againe w1:] God bleſle and 
; ſolicit him with vitory; One of thoſe Prophers whom he perſecuted todeath ſhall 
{comfort his dejection with the.newes of deliverance and triumph : Had this great 
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| worke beene wrought without premonition; either chance, or Baal, or thegolden | 
calves hadcaryed away the thankes : Before hand therefore ſhall 4hab know both 
the Author and the meanes of his victory ; Ged for che Author, rhe two hundred 
thirty two young men of the Princes for the meanes : What are theſe forthe Vant- 
gard,and ſeven thouſand Iſraelites for the maine battell,againſtthe troupes of three 
andthirty Kings.and as many centuries of Syrians, as Iſrael had ſingle ſouldiers? An 
| equalicy of number had taken away the wonder of the event; but now, the Ggd of 
{boafts will be confeſſed in this ifſue,not the valour of men;How indifferer it is with 
hang Lord,to faveby many;or by few;to deſtroy many or few ? A world is no 
more to thee than a man;how eaſie isit for thee to enable us to be more than Con- 
|querors over Principalities & Powers: to ſubdue ſpirituall wickedneſſes tofleſh and 
| blood? Through thee we can'doe great things, yea wee can-doe all things chrough 
| thee thar ſtrengcheneſt us; Ler not us want faith,we are furethere can be no want 
[1n thy power or mercy. | F all 
"There was nothing in Berhadads pavilions butdrink;and ſurfer,and jollity; 45 if 
| wine (hould make way for blood; Security is the certain uſher of deftruction:wene- 
| ver have ſo much cauſetofeare as when we feare nothing.' This handWull of Irae] 
| dares look out (aponthe Prophets aſurance) to the vaſt hoaſt of Benhadia : Its e-| 
| nough for rhat proud Pagan to fir ſtill,andcommand amongſt his cups. To dehile 
| their-fingers with the bloodof ſofew,ſeerned.no maſtery;that a& would be inglori- 
;0uson the partof the Viftors:Mote eafily might they bringin three heads of dead ©-1 
nemies than onealive: Inperiouſly enough therefore doth this boaſter out of hs! 
chaire of ſtate and.caſe, command, Whither they be come ont for peace.takethem alive;or 
whether they be corpe ont for war take them alive; There needs no more, bur, T ake them, | 
this field is won with a word.Ohthe yaine and ignorant preſumprions of wretched | 
(men that willbe reckoning without, againſt their Maker.” | | 
|-;\Every Iſraelite kills his man,the Syrians flee,andicannot runne away from death; 
[noni p Benhadad 


, 


————_— 
—— þ — - = _ 7 yk. 
u - 


F 


—— "ON Rr nn” ng 
_>2 


Lis. XIX. Anas and BzxnnyaDap. 
A | Benbadadanid his Kings are more bcholding to their horſes, chan to their gods, or 
| themſelves for life and ſaferie,elſe they had beene cither taken or (line, by thoſe, 
whom they commanded to be taken. b 
How caſte is it for him that madethe heart, ro fill it with terror;,andconſternati- | 
on,cven where no feare 1s > Thoſe whom God hath deſtined to (laughter, hce will | 
 \mite,neicher needs he any other enemy or execurioner,than whar he findes in their 
owne bolome:We are nor the maſters of our owne courage,or feares; both are pur 
into us by that over-ruling power that created us.Stay now,O ſtay,thou great King 
S 


— 


| Nt 


ee EE —_ 


of Syria,and rake with thee thoſe forgotten hatdfulls of he duſt of 1ſ-ael:Thy goi 

will doe fo to rhee,and more alſo,if thy followers returne without their vowed 

den : Learne now of the detpiſed King of 7ſrael, from henceforth not to ſoumd the 

p triumph before the barteil; nor to boaſt thy (elfe in rhe girding on ofthy harneſſe, as 
in the putring off, 

I heare not of either the publike rhankſpiving, or amendment of 4-4b. Neither 

dangernor victory can change himfrom hunſclte:Beahedadand he,though enemies, 
agree in unrepentance; the one 15no more moved with mercy.then the other with 
judgement : Neither is God any changeling in his proceedings towards both; his 
jadgement ſhall ſtill follow the Syrian, his mercy iſrael: mercy,both in fore-warnin 
and redelivering 4/46; Judgement, in overthrowing Bezhadad. The Prophet o 
God comes againe,& both forerels the intended re-encounter of the Syrian,and ad- 
viſes the care,and preparation of 1ſrael: Goe firengthen thy ſelft und mark, and [re what 
thow doeſt, for,at the returne of rhe yearethe King of Syria will come up againſt thee : God 
purpoſcth the deliverance of 7ſrael,yet may not they negled their fortifications , 
The mercifull intentions of God towards them may not make them careleſle ; The 
induſtry and courage of the Ifraclites fall within the decree of their yi&tory; Security | 
is the bane of good ſaccefle; Itis no contemning of a foyled enemy, the ſhame of a 
former diſgrace and miſcariage,whets his valor,8 ſharpens ic rorevenge:No power 
is ſodreadfull, as that which is recollefted from an overthrow. 
The hoſtility againſt the /-«c/ of God may ſleepe,bur will hardly die. Tf the 4- 
ramites (it ſti],it is bur till they be fully ready for anatlault; Time wil ſhew that their 
cefſation was onely for thelr advantage; neither is itotherwiſe with cur fpirituall ad- 
verſaries : ſometimes their onſers are intermitted; they rempt nor alwaies, they al- 
wayes hate us:their forbearance is notout of fayour, but attendance of opportunity; 
happy are we, if out of a ſufpition of their ſilence, we can as buſily prepare for their | 
reſiſtance, as they doe for oar 1umpugnation. 

As it isa ſhame tobe beaten, ſo yettheſhame is lefle,by how much the viRor is 
greater; to mitigate the grief,and indignation of Beyhadads foile, his paraſites aſcribe 
it to gods,not to men;an humane power could no more have vanquiſh't him,than a| 
divine power could by him bereſiſted ; Their gods are gods of the hills, Ignorant Sy- 
rians,that name geds,and confine them, varying their deities according to fituatios; 
They ſaw that Semaria(whence they wererepelled){tood upon the hill of Shemer ? | 
They ſaw the Temple of 1er»ſalem ſtood upon mount S19n;they knew it uſuall with | 
the Iſraclices to ſacrifice in their high places, and perhaps they had heard of Z!/jahs 
alrar,upon mount Carmel; and now they ſottiſhly meaſure the eftefts of the power, 
by the place of the worſhip;as if he that was emnipotent on the hill, were impotent 
in the Valley;:Whatdoltiſh conceits doth blinde Paganiſme frame to it ſelfe of a } 
Godhead? As they have many gods,ſo finite;every region,every hill,every dale,eve- 
ry ſtreame hath their ſeyerall gods, and each ſo knowes his owne Þounds, thar hee 
dares not offer to incroach upon the other; or, if he doe, abuyes it with loſſe: Who 
would think that fo grofle blockiſhneſſe ſhould finde harbour in a reaſonable ſoule? 
A man doth not alter with his ſtation;He that wraſtled ſtrongly upon the hill,loſerh 
not his force in the plaine;all places finde him alike ative,alike valorous; yer rheſe 
barbarous Aramites ſhame not to imagine that of God, which rhey would bluſh ro 
affirme of their owne champions. Superſtition infatuares the heart our ofmeaſure; 
neither is there any fancy ſoabfurdor monſtrous, which credulous infidelity is nor | 
ready to entertaine with applauſe. | , |þ 
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then ? This very miſ-opinion concerning the God of Iirael (ball coſt the Syrians, 


E1sXIF" 


[  Inhow high ſcorne doth God take it to be thus baſely under-valuedby match 


Al 


*% | 


ſhamefull,and perfe& deſtru&Rion; They may call a Councell of War, and lay their 
' heads rogerher,and change their Kings to Capraines,and their hills into valle 
but they ſhall finde more graves inthe plaines, then in the mountaines ; This 
miſ-priſon of God ſhall make 4h4b(thou 
dred thouſand Syrians ſhall fall in one day,by thoſe few hands of Iſrael ; Anda deg 
wall in 4phek (to whoſe ſhelter they fled) ſhall reyenge God npon the reſt that te. 


| Aramite ſhall eſcape unrevenged. Somuch doth the jealous God hate to be robd oF| 
| his glory, even by ignorant Pagans, whoſe tongues might ſeeme no ſlander. That 


the Kingof Iſrae],7Thy ſervant Benhadad faid, 1 pray thee let melive : He that was ere 


Jes, 
3 Ihisy 
gh he were more lewd) viorious;An nr 


mained; The ſtones in the wall ſhall rather turne executioners, then a blaſphemoy, | 


proud head of Benhadad,that ſpoke ſuch big words ofthe duſt of Iſrael,and ſore by 
of Aphek;and now. inſtead of queſtioning the power of the God of Iſrael, is gladty 
heare of the mercy of the Kings of lirael; Behold, now, wee have heard that the Kings 
of the houſe of 1ſrael are merciful Kings; Let ws, Ipray thee, put ſackcloth on our loines, 
and ropes on our heads ,and go out to the King of Iſrael, peradventure hee will ſave thy life 

There canbe no more powerfull attractive of humble fubmiſſion,then the intimz 
tion and conceit of mercy; We doe at once feare, and hate the incxorable; This is 
it, O Lord, that allures us tothy throne of grace, the knowledge of the grace of 
that throne; with thee is mercy andplenteous redemption; thine hand is open be- 
fore our mouths,before our hearts; If we did not ſee thee ſmile upon ſuirers,wedurſt 
not preſſe to thy footſtoole;Behold now we know that the King of heayen, the God 


on our heads,and goe meer the Lord God of Iſrae},that he may faye our ſoules. 
How well doth this habit become inſolent, and: blaſphemous Benhadad and al 

follower? a rope,and ſackcloth? A rope for a Crowne, ſackcloth for a robe; Neither 

is there leſſe change in the tongue, Thy ſervant Benhadad faith, I pray thee let me le. 


Even now the King of Iſraclſaidto Benhadad, M 'y LordO King,l amthine:Telimy Lord 
the King,all that thou didft ſend for tothy ſervant, I will doe : Now Benhadad ſends to 


! 


while a; Lord and King,is now aſervant;and he that was a ſervant to the king of Sy- 
ria,is now his Lord:he that would blow away all Iſrael in duſt,is now glad to begfor | 


God of hoſts cannot eaſily bring under;whart are men or devils in thoſe Almighty 
hands > M | 
The greater the deje&tion was, the ſtronger was the motive of commiſeration; 
That haltar pleaded forlife,and thar plea for bur a life, ſtirred the bowels for fayour: 
How readily did Ahab ſee in Benhadads ſudden miſery the image of the inſtabllity 
of all humane things? and relents at the view of ſodeep and paſſionate a ſubmiſſion. 
Had not Benhadad ſaid, Thy ſervant, Ahab had never ſaid, My brother ;, ſeldome ever 
was there loſſe in humility;How much lefſe can we feare diſparagement,inthe ann 
hilacingof our ſelves;before thar infinite Majeſtie? The drowning man ſnatchesate- 
very twig;It is no marvell ifthe meſſengers of Benhadad cachr haftily at rhat laſt of 
grace, and holdir faſt,7 hy brother Benhadad;Favours are wont todraw on each other: 
Kindneſſes breed on themſelves : neither need wee any other perſivafion to bene: 
cence, then from our owne afts. 4hab cals for the King of Syria,ſers him 1n his own 


his gods, that he would kill and conquer, is now glad to hide it ſelfe ina blinde hos 


of Iſrael,isa mercifull God; Let us pur ſackcioth upon our loines,and ſtrew aſhesup- 


Charer; treats with him of an cafie (yer firme) league; gives him both his life, 


his Kingdome, Neither is the Crowne of Syria ſooner loſt, than recovered; Onel 
he chat came a free Pri 
for his wings; an hundred twenty ſeven thouſand Syrigns are abated- of Þ1s Guard, 
homeward. Blaſphemy hath eſcaped too well, 4hab hath at once peace with Benhd- 
«ad, warre with God; God proclaimes it by his Herald ,-one of the ſonnes of the 


ince,returnes tributary : Onely his traine is; clipt too {hor 


his own life at the doore of a deſpiſed enemy;no.courage is fo haughty, which the|p 


| 


| 
: 
; 
| 
p 
i 


he 


Prophets; not yet in his owne forme, bur diſ puiſed; both in faſhion, and complaint;| 


F 


Cwasa ſtrange ſuit of a Prophet, Swite me / pray thee; Many a Prophet w3s fmit- 
ten, and would not; never any bur this wiſhed to be ſmitten; The reſt of his fet- 
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A, lowes were glad to ſay,Savemee;this onely ſayes, Smite mee; His honeſt neighbour, ; 
oat of love and reverence, forbeares to ſtrike; There are too many (thinkes hee)rhar | 
| \mire the Prophets,though I refraine; What wrong haſt rhou done that | ſhou!d re- 
| pay with blowes? Hadlt thou ſued for a favour, I could not have denyed thee, now 
| thou ſieſt for thine hurt, the deniall is a favour; Thus he choughr;bur Charity cannot 
| excuſe diſobedience; Had the man of God called for blowes, (upon his owne head) 

the refuſall had beene juſt and thank-worthy; bur now that he ſayes, 1» the Wordof | 
| the Lord, Smite me, this kindneffe is deadly : Becauſe thou haft not obeyed the voyce of 
; the Lord, behold, aſſoone as tho art departed from me a Lyon (hall ſlay thee , Tt is not for 
us to examine the chargesof the Almighty; Be they never fo harſh, or improbable, 
| (if chey be once knowne forhis) there is noway bur obedience,or death. Norto 
{mite a Propher , when God commands, is no lefle ſinne , then to ſmite a Pro- 
phet, when God forbids. .z Iris the divine precept or prohibicion, thar either 
makes or aggravates an evill ; Andif the Iſraclite be thus revenged, that ſmote not 

a Prophet, whar ſhall become of Ahab that ſmote nor Benhadad? Every man is not 

thus indulgent;an eaſe requeſt will gaine blowes to a Prophet from the next hand; 

yea, anda wound in ſmiting. I know not whether it were an harder taſke for the | 

Prophet torequire a wound,then for a well-meaning Ifraelire to give it;Both muſt 

be done ; The Prophet hath what he would, what he muſt will,a ſight of his owne 

blood:and now diſguiſed herewith, and with aſhes upon his face, he way-layes the 

King of Iſrael, and ſadly complaines of himſelfe in a reall parable, for diſmiſſing a 

Syrian prifoner delivered to his hands,upon no lefle charge then his life; and ſoone 

receives ſentence of death, from his owne mouth : Well was that wound beſtowed 

that ſtrucke 4h4bs ſoule through thefleſh of the Prophet: The diſguiſe is removed; 
The King ſees not a ſou'dier,bur a Seer, and now finds that he hath unawares paſſed 
ſentence upon himſelfe. There needs noother doome then from the lips of the of- 
fender: Thus ſaith the Lord, Becauſe thou haſt let go ont of thy hand, a man whom 1 appoin- 
tedto utter deftrution,therefore thy life ſhall go for his life, and thy people for hu people:Had 
not Ahab known the will of Gud concerning Bexhadad, that had beene mercy to an 
enemy,which was now cruelty to himſelfe, to Iſrael:His cares had heardof the blaf- 
 phemicsof that wicked rongue : His eyes had ſeene God go before him,in the ex- | 
ample of that revenge;No Prince can ſtrike ſodeepe into his ſtate,as in not ſtriking: 
In private fayour there may be publike unmercifulneſſe. 
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Ahab and Naboth. 


AERGSEF Aboth had a faire Vineyard ; It had beene better for him tohave had 


Ss Neal none ; His vineyard yeelded him the bitter Grapesof death. Many a | 
| NG one hath beene ſo!d to dearh by his landsan@goods; wealth hath been 
NG 4 ſnare, as ro the ſoule, ſo ro the life ; Why doe wee call choſe goods, 
——=* which are many times the bane of the owner ? Naboths Vineyard lay 
 neere to the Court of /eFebel, Ithad beene better for him,ir had been planted in the 
2 | wilderneſſe ; Doubrleſle this vicinity made it more cotnmodious tothe poſſeſior; 
but more envious and unſafe : It was now the perperuall object of an evill eye,and 
ſtirred thoſe defires,which could neicher be well denyed,nor ſatt>hied : Eminency 
| is ſtill joyned with perill,obſcurity with peace ; There can be no worſe annoyance 
' toan inhericance,then thegrearneſſe of an evil neighbourhood: Nabor hs vines ſtood 
| too neere the ſmoake of 1ezebels chimneys; too much within the proſpect of Ahabs 
window;Now lately had the King of Ifael beene twice victorious over the Syrzans, | 
no ſooner is he returned home then he is overcome with evill deſires; The foyle be | 
gave was not worſe then that hee tooke : There is more true glory in the conqueſt 
of our Juſts, then in all che bloody Trophees; In vaine ſhall 4446 boaſt of ſubduing | 
a forraine enemy,whiles he is ſubdued by adomeſtick enewy withiri his owne breft; | 
Opporcunity and Convenience is guilty of __ L gin aor this ground To | 
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"ſofaire, 4h«b had not beene tempted : His eye lets in this evill gueſt inco the ſouke .; 
whichnow dares come forth at the mouth 5; Grve ance thy Vineyard, that | wa, ; 
have it for 4 garden of herbes, becauſe it 6 weere tomy houſe, and I willgive thee a bettey' | 
Vineyard for it, or if it ſeeme goodto thee, 1 will give thee the worth of it in money ; Yer 
had 46b ſo much civility, and juſtice, that he would not wring Naboths parrimony. 
out of his hand by force,bur requires It upon a faire copoſition, whether of Price,or 
ofexchange : His government was vicious, not tyrannicall; Propriety of goods 
was inviolably maintained by him ; Nolefſe was Naboth allowed toclaime a right 
in his vineyard,then Ahab in his palace; This we owe to lawfull Soveraignty tocall | 
ought our owne,and well worthy is this priviledge to be repaid with all humble and 
loyall reſpe&s.The motion of Ahab(had it beeneto any orher then an Iſraclite)had! 
been as juſt,cquall,reaſonable,asthe repulſe had been rade, churliſh, inhumane, It 
js fit that Princes ſhould receive due farisfaQis in the juſt demands,not only of their 
neceſliries, but convenience,and pleaſure; well may they challenge rhis retribution 
co the benefit of our common peaceandproteCtion;If there beany ſweerneſſe inoy 
 vineyards,any ſtrength inour fields,we may thanke their ſcepters; Juſtly may they 
expett from us the comodirie,the delight of their habirarion;and if we gladly yeeld 
not to their full elbow-roome,both of ſite and provilion, we canbe no other then in- 
gratefull;Yet dares not Naboth give any other anſwer to ſo plauſible a motion, then, 
The Lord forbid it meythat I ſhould give theethe inheritance of my Fathcrs : The honeſt 
Iſfacliteſaw violence in this ingenuity; There are no ſtronger commands.then the 
requeſts of the great, It is wel that 4hab wil not wreſt away this parrimony,ic is not 
| well thathe deſired it; The land was not ſo much ſtood :upon,as the Jaw; One earth 
| might be as good as another,and money equivalent to eyther:The Lord had forbid- 
den to alien their inheritance : Naboth did not feare loſſe. but finne : Whar Naboth 
might nor lawfully doe, 4hab might nor lawfully require : It pleaſea Godto be very 
punduall,and cautelous, both in the diſtin&tis,and preſervation of the jntireneſſe of 
theſe Jewiſh inheritances : Nothing but extreme neceſſiry might warrant a ſale of 
land,and that, bur fora time;zifnor ſooner, yet at the Jubile, it muſt revert to the firſt 
; owner:It was not withouta comfortable ſignificarion, that whoſoever had once his 
| part inthe land ofPromile,could never loſe it ; Certainly Ahab could not but know 
| this divine reſtri&15,yet doubrs not to ſay,Give me thy vineyard, The uncoſcionable 
| wil know no other law but theirprofir,their pleaſure. A lawleſſe greatneſlc hatesal! 
limirations,and abides not to heare men ſhould need any other warrant but will. 

Nabeth dares not be thus traftable;How gladly would he be quir of his inheritance, 
if God would acquit him from the fin? Not out of wilfulnefle, bur obedience, doth 
this faichfu!l Iſraelite hold off fro this demand of his Soveraine;not daring topleaſe 
an earthly Kingwith offending the heavenly : When Princes command lawtull 
things,God commands by them;when unlawfull, they command againſt God; pal- 
ſive obedience we muſt give ative we may not;we follow them as ſiibordinate,not 
as oppoſite to the higheſt. 

Whocannot bur ſee and pitty the ſtraits ofhoneſt Naboth : Ahab requires what 
| God forbids;he muſt fall out either with his God,or his King: Conſcience caries hm 
| againſt policy; and he reſfolvesnor toſin,thathe mighrbe gracious. For a world he 
may not give his Vineyard:Thoſe who are themſelves godleſſe,thinke the holy care 
of others but idly ſcrupulous : The King of Iſrael could not chuſe bur ſee rhat onely 
Geds prohibition lay in the way of his deſignes,not the ftomacke of a froward fub- 
je&;yet he goes away into his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed; and caſts himſelfe dowr.© 
| upon his bed, turnes away his face, and refuſes his meat; Hee hath taken a furtet of 
Naboths grapes which marres his apperite, and threates his life : How ill can gre# 
hearrs endure to bee crofſed , though upon the moſt reaſonable and juſt grounds; 
| Ahabsplace call'd him to the Guardianſhip of Gods Law:;and now his heart is ready 

to breake,rthat this parcell of that Law may not be broken: No marvell if bee made 
not dainty totranſpreſſe a locall ſtature of God, who did fo ſhamefully violate che 
eternall Law of both Tables, 


| Iknow not whether the ſpleen,or the galof Ah«b be more affected;Whether _ 
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 A'of anger,orgriefe,[ caniiot fay;but ſick he is8 keeps his bed,and balks his mear,a$ if 
|" | he ſhoulddieofnoother death, then the ſalads tharhe would have bad:O the 1mpo- 
rent paſſion and inſatiabledeſires of Covetouſneſſe! 4hb is Lord and King of all the 
territories of) Iſrael; Naboth is the owner of one poore Vineyard: 4bab cannortin joy 
Iſrael; 'ifN$9binjoy his Vineyard; Beſides Samaria, Ahab was the great Lord Pa- 
zamount of Damaſcus andalt Syria, the vitor of him thar was'attended with two 
and thirtyKings; Nebothwasa plainetownſman of Jezteel, the good huſband of a 
lirte VineyardsWhetrher'isthe wealthier? Ido not heare Naboth with'for any thing | 
of Ah«b3;I fieare #hab wilhing(not without indignation of a repulſe) for ſomewhar 
from Naberh : 'Richesand poverty,isno more in the heart then inthe hand ; Hes 
yealchy that is-conretited;he is poorethar wantech more : Oh rich N«bor/,chat ca. 
reſt not for all the large poſſeſſions of 444b:ſo thou maiſt be the Lord of thine owne 
Vineyard;Oh miſerable 4hab,that careſt not for thine owne poſſefiions whiles thou 
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mayeſt not be the Lord of Xaborhs Vineyard. 
He that canſed the diſeaſe ſends him a Phyfitian;Satan knew of old how to makt 
uſe of ſuch helpers; 7eJebel comes ro Ahabs'bed fide, andcaſts cold water in his face; 
| andpure-intohim ſpirits ofher owne extrafting. Doft 1hou now governe the Kingdome 
oft Iſrael? Ariſt,eat breed,aud let thine heart bt merry,1 will give thee the Vineyard of Na- 
both; Ahab wanted neither wit, nor wickednefſe; Yeris he in both, a'very novice tb 
| this Zidonlan dame.There needs no other Devill,than Tezebel,wherher toprojed e- 
viltor to worke it : She-chides the puſillanimicy of her dejefted huſband, and per- 
{wades him his rale cannot be free, unleſſe it be licentions; that there ſhonld bee no 
bounds for ſoveraignty, but will : Alfeady hath ſhe contrivedto have by fraud and 
force, whatwas deniedtointreaty; Nothingnteeds bur the'name,bur the ſcale of 4- 
 kab\let heralone with the reſt: How preſent are the wits of the weaker ſex for the de- 
viting of wickedneſſe?She frames a letter in 4h4bs name,to the Sehatours of Jezree), 
whereimſhe requires'them toproclaimea faſt;co ſubotne'rwo falſe witneſſes againſt 
Naboth, totharge him with blaſphemy againſt God and the King, ro [tone him ro 
death; A'ready payment for arich Vineyard: Whoſe indignation riſeth nor,co heare 
lezebel name a faſt ? The great contemners of the moſt important Lawesof God,yer 
can be content to make nſe of ſome divine; borh ſtatutes,and cuſtomes,for their own | 
advantage: She knew the Iſraelites had ſo much remainder of grace,as to hold blaſ- 
phemy worthy of death ; She knew their manner was to expiare thoſe crying ſins 
with publike humiliati6.She knew that two witneſſes at leaſt muſt caſt the offenget; 
alltheſeſhe urges to her own purpoſe. There i5no miſchiefe ſodevilith, as that web 
is cloked with piety:Simulari6 of holineſfe doubleth a villany; This murder hadnor 
been halfe fo foule,if it had nor bin rhus maſked with a religious obſeryatis;Befides 
deverion, what a faire prerence of legality is heere ? Blaſphemy againſt God and 
his Anointed may not paſſe unrevenged; The offender is covented before the ſad & 
ſevere bench of Magiſtacy;the juſtice of Iſraelallowes not to condemn an abſent,an 
unheard malefa&or; Witneſſes come forth, and agree inthe intentatis of rhe crime; 
the Judges rend their garments, and ſtrike their breits as grieved, not more for the 
ſan;than the puniſhment: cheir very countenance muſt ſay, Naborh ſhould nor die, if 
his offence did not force our. juſtice,and now, he is no good ſubject,no true Iſraelite, 
that hathnot a ſtone for X«bvth. 
Tezebel knew well rowhom ſhe wrote; Had not thoſe letters falne upon the times 
of a wofull degeneration of Iſrael, they had received no lefſe ſtrong denialsfrom the 
Elders,than Ahab had from Naborh ;, God forbid that the Senate of 1ezreel ſhould forge a 
perjury belie truth,condemne innocency brooke corruption : Command juſt rhings,we are 
ready rodie inthe zeale of our bedience,we dare not imbrue our hands in the blood 
of aninnocent. BYE TEES 
_'But ſhe knew whom ſhe hadengaged; whorh ſhe had marred by making co{cjons. 
| Ir were ſtrange if they who can countenance evil with greatnes,ſhould want factors 
for the unjuſteſt defignes. Miſerable is that people whoſe Rulers (inſtead of puni- 
= ſbing)plor;and incourage wickednefſe;whena diſtillation ofevil falls from the head, 
| uponthe lungsof any State, there muſt " _— a deadly conſumption. 
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Yer,perhaps there wanted not ſome colour of pretence for thisproceeding, The _ 
could 5 wy Hae or ſome words had paſſed betwixt the King and Nah A 
it was ſuggeſted,that Naborh had ſecretly over-laſhed into ſaucy.and wow 
rerms to his Soveraigne,fuch as neither might be well borne, nor yeri(by:reafon of 
cheir-privacy) legally convinced; the bench of 7ezreel ſhould but-ſapply a forme to 
the juſt matter,and deſert of condemnation; Vhat was it for the togivetheirhand 
to this obſcure midwifery of -Jaftice ? It1s enough that their. King 15aniiccufer and 
| witneſſe ofthat wrong, which only their ſentence can formally revehge; .All this 
| cannot waſh their hands fromthe guilr of blood;If juſtice be-blind,inreſpt® ofpar 
iality, ſhe may'not be blind in reſpe& of the grounds of execution; . Had. Nabyth 
beene a blaſphemer, ora traitor, yet theſe men were no better then murtheren, 
Whardifference is there berwixt the ſtroke of Magiſtracie, and of min-ſaughter, 
but due conviction. : \t f 
Wickedneflſe never ſpake ont ef a Throne,and complained of the defet of inftry. 
ments; Naboth was(it ſcemes)ſtridtly conſcionablehis fellow Citizens looſe &lay- 
leſſe;they are glad to have gotte ſuch an opportunity of his diſpatch:Nothuſe of 4. 
| habs letter is not obſerved; A faſtis warned,rhe city is aſſembled, NabsthiscDyenred, 
accuſed,confronted,ſentenced,ſtoned, Hisvineyard is eſcheated to the\Growne; 4- 
hab takes ſpeedy andquiet poſſeſſion. How ſtill doth God lit injheaven,end look up. 
on the complors of treachery & villanies;as if they didnet concern him: The ſuc- 
| ceſſe ſo anſwers their deſires,as if both heaven and earth were their friends.lt isthe 
plague, which ſeemes the felicity of ſinners, to ſpeed well in their lewd enterpiſes, 
| No reckoning is brought in the midſt of the meale, the end payes for all ; Whiles 
Ahab 15rejoycing in his new garden-plot, and promiſing himſelfe contentment 
in this commodious enlargement,in comes Elyah, ſent from God with an errand of 
vengeance. Me thinks,I lee how the Kings countenance changed, with what agaſt 
 eyes,and pale cheeks,he lookt upon that unwelcome Prophet: Little pleaſure tooke 
hein his proſpe&t,whiles it was clogged with ſucha gueſt: yet his rongue begins rſt; 
Haſt thou found me, © mine enemy? Great is the power of conſcience ; upon the laſt 
| mecting(for ought we know) Ahab and Elyah parted friends, The Prophet had lac- 
quayed his coach, and took a peaceable leave atthis townes end; now 4habs heart 
rold him (neither needed any other meſſenger) thar God, and his Prophet were 
falne out with him;His cotinuing Idolatry,now ſecoded with blood,bids him look 
for nothing but frownes from heaven;A guilty heart can neverbe at peace:Hadnot 
Ahab knowne how ill he had deſerved of God, he had never faluted his Prophetby 
the name of an enemy ; Hee had never beene troubled to be found by 15h if his 
own breſt had nor found him our for anenemy to God : Much good may thy vine- 
yard do thee,O thou King of Ifrael,many faireflewres, and ſavoury herbes may thy 
new garden yeeld thee , pleaſe thy ſelfe with thy 7ezebel, inthe triumph over the 
carcaſle of a ſcrupulous ſubje& ; let me rather die with Naborh, thenrejoyce with 
thee: His turn iSover,thine 1s to come: The ftones that overwhelmed innocent N«- 
bath,were nothing rothoſe that ſmite thee;Heft thou kifed,e alſo taken poſſefion? thus 
ſaith the Lord,1n the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, ſhall apes lick thy blors 
even thine. What meanelt thou,O Fl5ah,to charge this murtherupon 446 : He kept 
his Chamber, !eZebel wrote,the Elders condemned,the people ſtoned; yet thou fay- 
eſt, Haſithou kiled> Well did Ahab know that /ezebel could not givethis vineyard 
with drie hands; yet was he content to wink at what ſhe ſhould do : He but ſits ſtill 
whules 7e7ebel works: Only his Signet is ſuffered to walke for the ſealing of this un- 
xnowne purchaſe: Thoſe that are truſted with authority,may offend no lefſe in con- 
myency,or negle&t,the others in a&,in participation: Not onely command conſent, 
countenance, but very permiſſion feoffes publike perſons in thoſe ſins, which the} 
might,and will notpreyent. God loves topuniſh by retaliation : Nebeth and Ahab | 
ſhall both bleed;Nabeth by the ſtones of the Jezreelies; Abab by the ſhafts of the A- 
ramit2s; The dogs ſhall caſte of the blood of beth: What 4bab hath done in cruelty; 
he ſhall ſuffer in juſtice: The caſe and the end make the difference happy on Nahoths 


(ide,on Ababs woful;Nebotb bleeds asa Martyr; 4hab as a murthercr : What ever is 
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| L1isB.XLX. Ahab and Michaiah. | 119 | 
A' Ahabs condition, Naborh changes a vineyardon earth,for a Kingdome in heaven.Ne- \ 
; ver any wicked man gained by the perſecution of an innocent: Neyer any INNOCenT | 
man was a loſer by ſuffering from the  icked. 
| Neither was this judgment perſonall but hereditaty : I willtake away thy poſte- 
| rity;and will make thine houſe like the houſe of 1eroboam : Him that dyeth of Ahab 
; in the Ciry,the Dogs ſhal eat;and him thar diethin the field, ſhall the fowles of the ayre 
| £46 : Abab (hall not need torake thought for the rraducing of this ill gotten inheri. 
| tance ; God hath raken order for his heyres; whom his ſin hath made no leſſe the 
| | heyres of his curſe, then of his body: Their fathers cruelty ro Naboth hath made the. 
| rogerher with their mother 7/ezebe/, dogs-meat. The revenge of God doth art laſt 
makeamends for the delay;Wherher now is Naboths vineyard payd for? 
B | The man that had ſold himſelfero worke wickednefſe,yer rues the bargaine.I do 
not heare Ahab (as bad as he was) revile or threaten the Propher, but he rends his 
cloathes,and weares & lies in ſack-cloth,& faſts, and walks ſoftly: Who that had ſeen 
Abab wouldnot have deemed him a true penitent: All this was the viſor of forrow, 
not the face;or if the face,not the heart;or if the ſorrow of the heart, yet not the re- 
pentance:A ſorrow for the judgemenr,not a repentance for the ſin: The very devils 
howle to be tormented;Griefe js not eyer a ſigne of grace ; Ahab rends his cloathes, 
he did not rend his heart ; he puts on ſack-cloth, notamendment;he lies in ſack- 
cloth,bur he lies in his Idolatry;he walks ſoftly,he walks not ſincerely;worldly for- 
row cauſerh death;Happy is that griefe for which the ſoule is the holier. 
Yet what 1s this I ſee? This very ſhadow of repentance caries away mercy;Itis no 
C |} ſmall mercy to defer an evill;Even 4habs humiliation ſhal prorogue the judgment; 
| ſach asthe penitence was,fuch ſhal be the reward;a temporary rewardof atempora- | 
| | rypenitence ; As Ahab might be thus ſorrowfull,andnever the better; ſo hee may 
| |berhus favoured,and never the happier; Oh Ged, how graciouſly art thouready to 


 rewarda ſound,and holy repentance, who art thus indulgent to a carnall and ſervile 
 dejection. 
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Anas and M1icnalan: 
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D Thedeathof Anas. 


{ Ho would have look't to have heard any more of the wars of the Syrians 
al with I{rael;after ſo great a ſlaughter ,after ſo firme a league:a league not 
[x1 of peace only bur of Brotherhood ; The haltars,the ſack-cloth of Berha- 
WY 41s followers were worne out, as of uſe, ſo of memory, and now they 
are changed for Fron and ſteele. Iris burthree yeares that this peace 
laſts;:and now that warre begins which ſhal make an end of Ahab; The King of Iſrael 
rues his unjuſt mercy;according to the word of the Propher, that gift of a life, was 
butan exchange;Becauſe Ahab gave Benhadad his life; Benbadad\hall take Ahabs; He 
muſt forfeit in himſelf what he hath give to another. There can be no better fruit of 

E | ewomuch kindnefſe to Infidels; It was one Article of the league betwixt Ahab & his 
brother Benhadad,that there ſhould be a ſpeedy reſtituris of al the Ifraelitiſh Ciries; 
The reſt are yeelded,only Ramoth Gilead is held back, unthankfully,injurioufly; Hee 
chat begged bur his life receives his Kingdome, and now reſts not content with h1s 
own bounds;Juſtly doth Ahab challenge his owne,juſtly doth he move a war to re- 
cover his owne from a perfidious tributary; the lawfulneſſe of aftions may not be | 
judged by the events, butby the grounds ; the wiſe and holy arbiter of the world | 
knowes why many times the bercer cauſe hath the worſe ſucceſſe ; Many ajuft butt | 
nefſe is croſſed, for a punifhment to the agent. | | 
Yer Iſrael and Judah were now peeced in friendſhip; /choſbaphat the good King of | 
Judah had made affinity with 4hab the Idolatrous King of Iſrael: and beſides a per- | 
| ſonall viſitation, joyneshis farces with his new-Kinſman,againſt an old confederate: | | 
EE 2D { £7 7.) © RD | 
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Contemplations, L18s.X1X, 


[Judah had calledin Syria againſt Ifrael; and now Iſrael cals in Juda againſt Syria :1 þ 
' Thus rather ſhould it be : Ir is fit that the more pure Church ſhould Jjoyne with hel 
more corrupt,againſt a common Paganiſh enemy. ; El 

Iehrſhaphat hath march't with Ahab; not witha divorce of his devotion. Hee wijj 
fight,not without God, Inquere I pray thee at the word of the Lord,to day : Had he done! 
thus ſooner. I feare © 4thaliah had never called him father: This motion was news in 
[ſracl; It was wont tobe ſaid, Inquire of Baa! : Thegood King of Judah will brin 
Religion inro faihion inthe Court of Iſrael ; 4hab had inquired of his Counſellors, 
What needed he be ſo devour,as toinquire of his Prophets ? Onely Iehoſaphars pre. 
ſence made him thus godly:It is an happy thing to converſe with the vertuous:their 
counſell and example cannot but leave ſome tincture behind them of a good pro- 
feſſion,if not of piety : Thoſe thar are truely religious dare not but take God with | p 
them in all their affaires; with him they can be as valtant,as timorous without him, | | 

Ahab had Clergy enough, ſuch as it was : Foure hundred prophets of the groves| 
! were reſerved fro appearing to Elahs challenge; theſe are now conſulted by Ahab : | | 
they live to betray the life of him whe ſaved theirs. Theſe care not fo much to in- 
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quire what God would ſay ,as what 4hab would have them fay ; they ſaw which way 
the Kings heart was bent, that way they bent their tongues : Goe up,for the Lord ſhall 
deliver it into the hands of the King : Falſe Prophers care onely to pleaſe; a plaulible 
falihood paſſes with them above an harſh truth. Had they ſeen 4 hab fearefull,they 
had ſaid, Peace,Peace;now they ſee him reſolute, war and victory: It isa fearefull pre- 
fag” of ruine when the Prophets conſpire in affentation. 

Their number,conſent,confidence hath eafily won credit with £446: We do all 
willingly beleeve what we with; /ehoſbaphat isnot ſo ſoone farisfied:Theſe prophers 
were(ar 15 like) obtruded ro him (a ſtranger) forthe true Prophets of the true God: 
The judicious King ſees cauſe to ſuſpe& the, and now perceiving at whataltars they 
| ſerved,hates to reſt in their teſtimony : /s there not here a Prophet of the Lord beſides, 
| that we might inquire of him? One ſingle Prophet ſpeaking from the oracles of God, 
| is more worth than foure hundred Baalites; Truth may nor ever be meaſured by the 

poll.It is not number bur weight that muſt cary it in a Councell of Prophets; A ſolid 
Verity in one mouth is worthy to preponderate light falſhood in a thouſand. 

Even King Ahab(as bad as he was) kept tale of his prophets; and covld give ac- 
count of one that was miſſing : There is yet one man (Michaiah the ſon of [mlah) by 
| whom we may inquire of the Lord; but I hate him, for be doth xot prophecy good concerning 
| me, but evill, 1tis very probable that Michaiah was that diſguiſed Prophet, who 
 broughtro Ahab the fearefull meſſage of diſpleaſure,and death, for diſmiſling Bexha- 
dadfor which he was ever ſince faſt in priſon,deepe in diſgrace;Oh corrupt heartot 
ſelfe-condemned 4hab,If Michaiah ſpake true to thee, how was it evil Ifothers ſaid 
falſe,how was it good? and if Michai4h ſpake fro the Lord,why doſt thou hate him? 
This hath wont to be the ancienrlorof Truth, cenfure and hatred; Cenfure of the 
meſſage, hatred of the bearer. To carnall eares the meſſage is evill,ifunpleafing; and 
ifplauſible,good;[f it be ſweer,ir cannot be poiſon:ifbitter,itcannor be wholeſome; | 
The diſtemper ofthe receiver js guilty of this miſ-conceit; In ir ſelfe every truth 45 | 
itis good, foamiable; every faſhood leathſome,as evill ; A ſicke palate cryes Out of 
the taſt of thoſe liquors, which are welallowedof the healthful. It 15a ſigne ofag 
{tate of the ſoule, when every vendare can receive his proper judgement. 

Wiſe and good Iehoſaphat diſſwades 4hab from fo hardan opinion,and ices cauſe 
{ſo much more tourge the conſultation of Micharah, by how much he findes him 
more unpleafing; The King of Iſrael roſarisfie the importunity of fo great, 
deare an Allie,ſends an Officer for Michaiah; He knew well (belike) whereto finde 
him; within thoſe foure walls, where unjuſt craelty had diſpoſed of that innocent 
Seer,Out of the obſcurity of the priſon, is the poore Propher fetcht inthe light of (0 
glori »us a Confefſis of two Kings, who thought this Convacation of Prophets n0t 
unworthy oftheirgreateſtrepreſentation of State'and Majeſty;There he finds Zeat- | 
k1ah,the leader of that falſe crue;norſpeaking only,bur acting his prediction; SIENeEs | | 
, |werenolefſe uſedby the Prophers, then words; this arch-flattererharh made him | | 
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Ahab end Michaiah, : ; 
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 Lis.X IX. 
Al hornes of iron;the horne is forcible,the iron irreſiſtible: by an irreſiſtible force ſhall 

\ Ahab puſh the Syrians; as if there were more certainty in this mans hands th& in his 
| tongue: If this ſon of Cheneanah hadnothad a fore-head of brafſe forimpudecy,8 3 
| heart of Lead for flexibleneſſe ro humors,& rimes,he had never deviſed theſe horns 


| ofiron,wherewith his King was goareduntoblood:Howloever,it is enough for him 
that he is beleceved,that he is ſeconded:All the great inqueſt of theſe Lrophers gave 


rr en ee Ine ons, 


| up their verdict by this foreman: nor one of foure hundred diſſented: Unanimity of 


' opinion inthe greateſt Eccleſiaſticall aſſemblies isnot ever an argument of truth : 


| 1219 


' 
' 


| 
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There may be as common, and as firme agreementin error. 

The meſſcnger that came for Michaiah, like a carnall friend, ſers him in a way of 
favour: tels him whar the reſt (aid, how they pleaſed:how unſafe ir would be forhim 
to varie, how beneficiai] to aſſent: Thoſe that adore earthly greatneſſe,thinke every 
man ſhou:d dote upon their Idols, and hold no tearms tao high for their ambicious 
purchaſes. Faithfull Michai4h ſcornes the motion,he knows the price of the word, 
and contemnes it, As ihe Lord liveth,what the Lord ſaith unto methat will ! ſpeake:Net- 
ther feares,nor favours,can tempt the holily reſolute : They can trample upon dan- 
gers,or honors,with a careleſſe foot; and whether they be ſmiled or frowned on by 
the great,dare not either alter, or conceale their errand. 

The queſtion is moved to M:chaiah;He at firſt ſo yeelds,that he corradids; yeelds 
in words,contradidts in pronunciation; The ſyllables are for them, the ſound againſt 
them: Ironies deny ſtrongeſt in affirming;and now being preſſed homeyhe tels rhem 
that God had thewed him thoſe ſheep of Iſrael ſhould ere long, by this means,want 
their Shepheard; The very reſemblance,toa good Prince,had beene affeGive; The 
ſheep is an helpleſſe creature,not able either ro guardor guide it (elf;al the fafery,all 
the direction of it, is from the keeper; without whom, every curre chaſes and wer- 
ries it,every track ſeduceth 1t;Such ſhall Iſrael ſoone be, if Ahab be ruled by his pro- 
phets;The King of Iſrael doth not beleeve,bur quarrell;not athimſelfe,who had de- 
ſerved evill,bur at the Prophet, who foreſignified ir, and 15 more carefull that the 
King of Juda ſhould marke how true he had fore-told concerning the Prophet, than 
| how the Propher had fore-told concerning him. 

Bold Michaiah(asno whit diſcouraged with the nnjuſt checks of greatnes) doubles 
his prediction, and by a ſecond viſion particularizeth the meanes of chis dangerous 
errour. Whiles the two Kings fate majeſtically in their Thrones, he tels them of a 
more glorious Throne,then theirs, whereon he ſaw the King of Gods ſitting: Whiles 
they were copaſled with ſome hundreds of prophers,and thouſands of Subjects,and 
Souldiers,he tells them of all the hoſt of heave attending that other Throne; Whiles 
they were deliberating ofa war,he tels them of a God of heaven juſtly decreeing the 
judgement of a deadly deception to 4hab : The decree of the Higheſt is notmore 
plainely revealed,the expreſſed parabolically.The wiſe andholy Godis repreſented, 
after the manner of men,conſulting of that ruine, which he intended tothe wicked 
King of Iſrael; That increated and infinite wiſdome, needs nar the adyice of any fi- 
nite.and created powers,to dire him,needs not the aſſent, and aid of any ſpirit for 
his execution;much lefſe of an evil one: yer here an evil ſpirit is brought in(by way 
of yifion mixt wich parable) profering the ſerviceof his lie , accepred, imployed, 
ſacceſſefull:Theſe figuresare not voyd of truth: The ation and event is reduced to 
a decree;the decree is ſhadowed out by the reſemblance of humane proceedings:All 
evil morions,and counſels are originally from that malignant Spirit: That eyiil ſpirir 


that is jaſt;ir is good thar one ſin ſhould be puniſhed by another : Satan is herem no 


gree indeceit. 
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nor 


That Almighty,as he is no Author of ſin,ſo he ordinates all evil] ro good: It 1s good | 


q 


; 


other then the executioner of that God, who js as farre trom infuling evill as from | 
| not revenging it. Now £4 hab ſees the ground of that applauſed conſent of hisrabble | 
| of prophets ; one evill ſpirit hathno keſſe deceived them, than they their maſter;he 
| is one, therefore he agrees with himſelfe; he is evill, therefore both he and they a- | 


Oh the noble and nndaunted {pirit of Afichaiab:neicher the Thrones of the Kings, | 


| 


could have no power over men, but by the permill:o,by the decree of the Almighty: | 
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ſing)meſſage;The King of Ifraell ſhal heare,that he 1s miſ-led by lyers,they by a de- 
vill:Surely /ehoſhaphat cannot but wonder at ſo unequall a contenti6: to ſeeone fill 
Propher affronting foure hundred;with whom leſtc6fidence ſhould carry ir,beholg 
Zedekiah more bold,more zealous : If Micheiah haue given him(with his fellowe, 
the lye,he gives Michaiah the fiſt : before theſe two great Guardians of peace, ang 


juſtice,{waggering Zedekiah ſmites Michaiah onthe face; & with the blow expoſty. 
lates; Which way went the ſpirit of the Lord from me, v6 ſpeake unto thee? Fora Pro. 


"Io | -» Comtemplations, U15.XIX, | 
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nor the number of the Prophets could abate one word of his rue (though diſplea., ; 


| phert to ſmite aProphet,in the face oftwo Kings, was intolerably inſolent ; the a8 
was much unbeſeeming the perſon,more the preſence;Prophets may reproye, they 
may not ſtrike; It was enough for 4hab to puniſh with the hand; no weapon was for 


if malice had not made magiſtracy inſen{iÞly of this uſurpation; Ahab was well con- 
tent to ſee that hated mouth beatenby any hand. Ir 1s no new condition of Gods 
faithful meſſengers to ſmart for ſaying truth.Falſhood doth not more bewray itſelf 
iaany thing then in blowes; Truth ſuffers,whiles errour perſecutes; None are more 
| ready to boaſt of the Spirit of God, then thoſe that haye the leaſt ; As in veſſels,the 
; full are (lent. | 
Innocent Michaiah, neither defends,nor complaines, It would have well beſce- 
med the religious King of Judah, to have ſpoken in the cauſe of the dumbe, to have 
| checked inſolent Zedekiah ; Hes content to give way tothis tide of peremprory, 
and generall oppoſition: The helples Propher ſtands alone,yet layes about him with 
his rongue, Behold, thou [halt ſee in that day, when thou ſhalt go into an inner chamber, 
| and bide thy ſelf. Now the proud Baalite ſhewed himſelf roo much;ere long he ſhall 
be glad to lurke unſeene ; his hornes of iron cannot beare off this danger. The 
ſoune of Ahab cannot chuſe bur, in the zeale of revenging his fathers deadly ſeduce- 
ment,call for that faiſe head of Zedekiah : In vaine ſhall that Impoſtor ſeeke to hide 
| himſelfe from juſtice : But,in the meane while, he goes away with honour, M1- 
chaiah with cenſure. Take Michaiah,and cary him backe to Amon , the Gowernour 
of the City , and ts loaſh the Kings ſome; andſay, Thus ſaith the King, Put thu fellow 
in priſon, and feed himwith bread of affliftion,and with water of afflition,wniill 1 come in 
Peace, 

An hard doome of Truth ; The Jayle for his lodging; coorſe bread and water 
tor his food, thall butreſerve Michaiah for a further revenge. The returne of Ahab 
{hall be the bane of the Prophet : Was not this he that adviſed Bezhadad, not to 
boaſt in the putting on his Armour, as in the ungirding it;and doth he now promile 
himſelfe peace and victory, before he buckle it on? No warning will difſwade the 
wilfull; So afftred doth 4hab make himſelfe of ſacceſſe, that he threatsere he goe, 
what he will do when he returnes in peace : How juſtly doth God deride the mil- 
reckonings of proud and fooliſh men; If .Uhab had no other finnes, his very con- 
tidence ſha! defeat him; yer the Propher cannot be overcome in his reſolution; hee 
knows his grounds cannot deceive him.,and dare therefore caſt the credit of his fun- 
Ction upon this iſſue : 1fthou returne at all is peace_>,the Lord hath not ſpoken by me: 
And hee fayd, Hearken, 0 people, every one of you 6 Let him never bee called aPro- 
phet,that dare not truſt his God: This was no adventure therefore of reputation,or 
life; ſince hee knew whom he beleeved, theevent was no lefſe fure, thenifit had 


Tr ts Co Su# 


GE ci th. ii tt Mos CO ———- oo 


beenepaſt: Hee is no God that is not conſtant to himſelfe : Hath hee ſpoken, and 
ſhall he notperforme 2 What hold have we for our ſoules, but his eternall Word? 
The beingof God is not more ſure, then his promiſes,then his ſentences of judge- 
ment. Well may weappeale the teſtimonie of the world in both : if there bee not 
pogics for the wicked;if there be not rewards for the righteous; God hath net ſp0- 
enby us. ES 

Not 4h4b onely,but good JEHOSHAPHAT is caried with the multitude ; Their 
forces arejoyned againſt Ramorh: The King of Iſrael doth not ſo rruſt his Prophets, 
that he dares truſt himſelfe in his owne cloathes: Thus ſhall hee elude Michaiabs 


Zedekiah,but his rongue;neither could this rude preſumption have been welltaken, | 


| 


| 


A 


| 


1 


_—_— 


threar;Iwis,the judgement of God,rhe Syrian ſhafts cannot finde him our in this un- | 


_— 


LE. [ B, X ] X. Ahaziab jiche;ec, ; 
A | ſuſpetteddiſguiſe : Hoy fondly do vaine men imaginero ſhift offthejuſtrevenges | | 
A ge pA a 

142 ingof Syriagives charge to his Capraines to fight againſt none, but the 
King of Iſrael; Thus doch theunthankfall Infidel! wg, the hs. wr of his late viftor 
Ill was the Snake ſaved; that requites the favour of his life. witha ſting, Thus til 
the greateſt are the Gireſt narke toenvious eyes. Byhow mueh more eminent any 
| man 19 tu the Iiraelot God;ſo many more,and more dangerous enemies muſthe ex- 
 peR; Both carthand hell conſpire in their oppoſition to the worthieſt. Thoſe who 
are adyancedabove others,have ſo much more need of the guard,both of their own 
Vigilancy, and others prayers. [choſbap«t had like to have payddeare for his love; 
Hes purſued,for him,in whoſe amitie he offended;His cryes deliver him;his cries, 
not to his purſuers, bur to his God, whoſe mercy takes not advantage of our infirmi- 
ty, bur reſcues us from thoſe evils,: which we wilfully provoke; Ir is Ahebagainſt 
whorm, not the Syriansonly,but God hirmſelfe inrends this quarrell ; The enemy is 
taken. off from Ichoſhephat ;Oh the juſtand mighty hand of thar divine providence, 
which diretethall our a&tions to his owne:ends 3; which takes order where every 
(hbafc ſhall light;and guides the arrow of the ſtrong Archer, into the joynts of 4habs 
harneſſe; It;was ſhot ar a venture, fals by a deſtiny;and there fals where ir may carie 
death toanhidden debtor; In all ations both yoluntary and caſuall,.thy will,O God, 
ſhall be done by us,with what ever intentions.Lictledid the Syrian know whom he 
had ſtriken,no more then the arrow wherewith he ſtroke; An inviſible hand diſpo- 
ſedofboth,ro the puniſhment of 4446,to the vindication of Aichaiab;How worthi- 
ly, O God, /art thou to be adored in thy juſtice, and wiſdome, to be feared inthy 
judgements, Too late doth 4hab now.think of the faire warnings of Xichaiah,which 
he unwiſely cotemned;ofthe painfullflatteries of Zedekieh,which he ſtubbornly be- 
leeved;That guilty blood of his runs downe out of his wound, intothe midſt ofhis 
charer,andpayes Naboth his arrerages; O 4446, what art thou the bercer for thine 
Ivory houfe,whiles thou haſt a blacke foule >? What comfort haſt thou now, in thoſe 
flattering prophers,which tickled thineeares, and ſecured thee of victories? What 
joy is it to thee now, that thou waſt great 2 Who had not rather be Aichaiab in the 
Jayle,then 4446 in the Charer : Wicked men have the advantage of the way,godly | 
men of the end : The Charet is waſhed inthe poole of Samaria, the dogges come 
tockime rheir due : they licke up the blood of the King of Ifrael : The tongues of 
thoſe brute creatures ſhall make good the rongue of Gods Prophet : Michaiah is ju-| 
ſtified, N«both is revenged,the Baalites confounded, 4hab judged: Righteoms art thos 
0:God in all thy wayes, and holy in all thy works. 
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Ahaziah ſicke, and Elijah revenged. 
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| Who could lookefor betrer iſſue of thoſe loynes, of thoſe examples? | 
God followes him with a double judgement; of the revolt of Moab, and 
L V4 of his owne ſickneſſe : All the reigne of 444d, had Moab beene a quiet 
"C3293" Triburarie;and furniſhed Iſrael with rich flocks, and fleeces ; now their 
ſubje&ion dies with that warlike King,and wilnet be inhericed: This rebellion took 
zdvantage,as from the weaker ſpirits,ſofrom the ſickly body of 4be214h,whoſe dil- 
| caſe was not naturall,bur eaſuall:walking in his Palace of Samaria, ſome grate in the 
floore'ofhis Chamber,breaks under him,and gives way to that fall, whereby he is 
bruiſed, and languiſheth: The ſame hand that guided 4h46s ſhaft, cracks Ahaziahs 
lattefſe : How infinite variety of plagues hath the juſt God for obſtinate ſinners? 
whether in the field or in the chamber,he knows to findthem out : How feareleſly 
did AbaJiah walke on his wonred pavement? The Lord hath laida trappe for him, 
whereinto,whiles he Woh fals irrecoverably- No place 1s ſafe for the man 
that is at variance with 
The body of 4h47i«h was not more ficke, then his ſoule was gracelefſe : None 
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| wicked, What can the moſt intelligent ſpirits know of future things, but what they 


| Baal-zehub the godof Ekron? What canbe a greaterdiſparagement tothe True God, 


Wo, (ontemplations, \ 


bar chance washis enemy, nonebur the Godof Ekronmult be his friend: He lookes | A 


not up tothe Omnipotent hand of divine juſtice for the diſeaſe, orofmerey for the | 
reine y ; An , dol is bys refage;wherher for cur cor intelligence . ' We heare not til 
now. of Baal-zebub: this new God of fliesis (perhaps)of his making, whonowis a| 
[irer $0 his own ereftion: Alltheſe hearhen Deicies were but.a devil, with change of 
appellations ; the influence of that evill ſpirirdeluded thoſe miſerable clients;elſe, 
there was no fly.fo impotent as that outlideoftheigodof" Ekron:W howoutd thinks 
thatanyIfraclirte could fo farre:dote upon a ſtocke; 4'Fiend?''Time gathered mich | 
creditito this Idel;in fo muchas the Jewes afterwards tiled Beel.zebub,"the Prince 
ofalithe regionsof darknefle;z.4haziehis the firſt tharbringy his Oracls irs requeſt; 
and payeshim the tribute of his devotion :: He ſends meſſengers; ane'Rayes,/'G44 
ivquiredf Baal-zebub the god of Ekron,whaher 1'bafl recauet of thus diſtaſe ': Themeſ: 
fage was either idle,or wicked: idle,if he ſent it to a ſtockzif roa devillborh idle and 


ſeeither in their'cauſes,or inthe hghrof participation): Whar a madnefſe was it in 
4haziah to ſeeketo the poſterne,whiles the fore-gare ſtood open? Could thoſe evill 
ſpicics culy foretell events no way pre-exiſtent, yer they might not, withour ſinne, 
be conſulred; rhe evill of theirnature debarres all the benefits of their information: 
Ifnoras intelligencers,rauch lefſe may they be ſought to, as gods: who cannot bluſh 
to heare and ſet,thateven the very Evangelicall Iſrael ſhould'yeeld Pilgrims tothe 
ſhrinesof darkneſſe?How many after this cleerelight of the Goſpell, iti their loſſes, 
in their ({ickneſſes,ſendto rheſe infernal Oracles,and damne themſelves wilfully.ins 
vaine carioſity:The meſſage ofthe jealous God interceptsthem,with a raſkdildaine, 
as here by Elijah, 1s it not becauſethere i not 4 God in Iſrael, that yee goe to inquire of 


then to benegledted,the ro ſtand afide,and ſee us make loye toan helliſh rival:were 


1 roome,is {ach a ſcorne, as it 1s well if it caneſcape with one dearh : Let now rhe fa- 


a a HR. _ 


there no God in Iſfael, in heaven, what could we doe otherwhar worſe? This af- 
front of what ever Ahazi4h cannot eſcape without a revenge: Therefore thus ſaith the 
Lord ; Thos ſhait not come downt from that bed, on which thou art gone up, but ſhalt 
ſorely die. It 15 an high indignitie to the True God,nor robe ſought to in our neceſ- 
firiesz but ſo to be caſhiered from our devorions, as to have a falſe god thruſt in his 


mous god of Ekrey take oftghat brand of feared mortality, which the living God 
hath ſet upon AbaJzab : Let Baal-zebub make good ſome better newes to his di- 
ſtreſſed ſfuppliant : Rather rheKing of Iſrael is himſelfe (without his repentance) 
haſting to Feel-zcbub, Thiserrand is ſoone done; The meſſengers are returned;ere 
rhey goe: Not a little were they amazed to heare their ſecrer meſſage from anothers 
mouth;neither could chuſe but thinke, Hee that can tell what 4haziah faid, whathe 
rhoughr,can foretell how he ſhall ſpeed: Wee hive met with a greater God then we 
went to ſeeke, what need we inquire for another anfwer ? With this conceit, with 
this report, they returne to their ficke Lord, and aſtoniſhhim-with fo ſhorr, ſo ſad 
arelation : No marvell if the King inquiredcuriouſly of the habir, and faſhion of 
the man,that conid know this,thar durſt ſay this: They deſcribe him a man whether 


of an hairy ſkin,or of rough,courſe,carelefſe atrire; thus dreſt,thus girded : AhaJi4b 
readily apprehends it to be Elijah, the old friend of his father Ahab, of his mother 
TeFebel:More then once had he ſeenehim(anunwelcome gveft)in rhe Court of Iſra- 
el : The times had beene ſuch, rhartthe Prophet could notar once ſpeake true, and 
pleaſe : Nothing bur reproofes and menaces ſounded fromithe mouth of Ejlab;Mi- 
chaiah and he weteftill as welcome to the eyes of that guilty Prince , as the Syrian 
arrow was into his fleſh:Too well therefore had Ahaziah noted that queralous Seer, 
and now is not a1ittletroubled to ſee himſelfin ſucceſſion)haunted with that bold, 
andill-boding ſpirit. 111 — IT" 


__<_——_—— 


————— 


his death-bed is not bloody:Had Aha{/ab meantany other then a cruell violence to 
| Elyah,he had ſent apeaceable meſſenger, tocalthim to the Conrr, he had nor ſent 2 
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Behold the trueſonne of tezebel, the anguiſh of his diſcaſe, the expectation of 
death cannottake offthe edgeofhis perſecution of Eljah: It is againſt his will that 


a ns Capraine, | 


Lis. X 1X. | 


I 


—— 


| L I B, X IX. Ahaziah ſick 9c ' w D | 1223 | 
' A\ Capraine,with a band of Souldiers to fetch him : the inſtruments which Eg 
| cary revenge in their face:Tf hehad not thought E154h more the a man,whar.necded | 
| | abandof fitty toapprehend onezand it he did rhinkethim ſuch, why would hee ſend | 
| toapprehend him by fifty? Surely 4h4z14h knew.of old how miraculous a Prophet 
Elgah was : what power that man had over all their baſe Deities : what command 
of the Elements, of the heavens: and yer hee ſends to, actache him. It is a {range 
thing to ſee how wilfully,godleſſe men firive againſtthe ſtreameof their own hearts: 
hating that which they know good, fighting againſt thar which they know divine. 
Whar a groſle diſagreement is in the meflage of his Iſreeliciſh Captaine? Thou mas 
| of God, the King hath ſaid, Come downe , It hee werea man of God, how hath hee 
offended? and if he have juſtly offended the Anointed of God, how is he a man of 
God?And if he he a man of God, and have not offended, why ſhonld he come down 
ro puniſhment?Here 1s a kind confeſſion, with a falſe heart,with bloody hands : The 
world 1s fall oftheſe windy courteſjes;eall cruelties : Deadly malice lurkes under 
faire complements, and whiles it flatters,killeth, The Prophet hides not himſelfe 
from the purſuit of Ahaziah; rarher hee fits where hee may bee moſt conſpicuous, 
on the top of an Hill. ; this band knowes well where to find him; andclimbes up, 
in the light of E/yah,for his arreſt : The ſteepneſſe of the aſcent (when they drew 
neere tothe higheſt reach)yeelded a cGvenience,both of reſpiraris and parle:thence 
doth the Captaine imperioully call down the Prophet. Who wouldnot tremble at 
the dreadfull anſwer of Elyah, 1f1 be 4 man of God, then let fire come downe from Hea- 
vcn and conſume thee, and thy fifty - What ſhall we ſay? That a Prophet is revenge- 
| fall,that Souldiers ſaffer whiles a Prophet ſtrikes;char a Princes command is anſwe- 
_ | red with imprecation,words with firezthat an unarmed Seer ſhould kill one and fifty 
at 2 blow? There are few trackes of El/yah that areordinarie, and fit for common 
feet: His ations are more for wap go for precedent : Not in his own defence | 
would the Propher have beenthe death of ſo many, if God had not by a peculiar in- 
ſtin&t made him an inſtrument of this juſt yengeance. The divine juſtice finds it meet 
tro doe this for the terrour of Ifrae], thathe might teach them, what ic was rocon-: 
remne,to perſecute a Prophet; that they might learne to feare him whom chey had 
forlaken,and confeſſe chat heaven was ſenſible of their inſolencies,and impieries: If 
not as vilibly,yet as certainly doth Godpunitſh the violations of his ordinances, the 
affronts offered to his meſſengers,ſtill andever:Nor ever with the ſame ſpeed:ſome- | 
times,cthe puniſhment overtakes the a:ſomertimes dogs it afarre off, & ſeizeth up- 
on the offender,whe hiscrime is forgotten:Here,no ſooner is the word out of Elyahs 
mouth then the fire is our of Heaven.Oh the wonderfull power of a Prophet! There 
firs E/yah in his coorſe Mantle,on the rop of the Hill, ahd comands the heavens, and 
they obey him; Let fire fall downe from heaven; He needs no more but ſay what hee 
would have done: The fire fals down, as before upon the facrifice in Carmel, ſo now 
upon the Souldiers of 4haFiah : Whar is man inthe hands of his Maker > One flaſh. 
of lightning hath conſumed this one and fifry. And ifall the hoſts of Iſrael, yea of 
| the world, had beene in their roomes, there had needed no other force. What 
madneſſe is it for him whoſe breath is in hisnoſthrils to contend with the Almigh- 
ty 2 Thetime was, when two zealous Diſciples would faine have imitated this 
fiery revenge of Elyah,and were repelled with a checke ; Theyery place puts them 
 inminde of the judgement ; Not farre from Samarta was this done by Eljah, and 
wiſht ro be done by the Diſciples; So churltſh a rejeftion of a Saviour ſeemed ng |! 
lefſe hainons, than the endevour of apprehending a Prophet ; Lord, wilt thou that 
| wee command fire to come downe from heaven, and conſume them, as Elias did, The 
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| world yeelded but one Elias:that which was zeale in him, might be fury in another; 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| fore do they heare, Te know not of what prs ye are : Itisthecalling thar varies the 


the leaft variari6 of circumſtance may make an example dangerous; preſently there- 


ſpirit 5 E!yah was Gods Miniſter for che execution of fo ſevere a judgement; they 


were but the the Servants of their own impotent anger; there was firem theirbreſts, | 
' which God never kindled ; farre was it from the Saviour of men, to ſecond their 


carthly fire, with his heavenly; Hee eame indeed to ſendfire upon earth ; but to 
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warme,not to burne;and if to burne, not the perſons of men, bur their corruptions: 1 
How much more ſafe is it for us to follow rhe meek Propher of the New Teſtamet,] 


- 
. 


then that fervent Prophet of the Old : Let the matter of our prayers be the lweet 
dewes of merey,not the fires of vengeance. WE SETS 
. . Would not any man have thought 4ha3ieh ſufficiently warned by fo terrible a 
judgment: Could he chuſe but ſay,Itisno medling witha man that can ſpeake ligh- 
tening and'death* what he hath ſaid concerning me, 15 too well approvedby whar 
he hath done to my meſſengers; Gods hand iswithhim ; mine (tall not bee againſt 
him: Yet,now,behold,the rage of Ahaziah isTo much the more kindledby this fire 
from heaver;anda more reſolute Captain,with a ſecond band,is ſent ro ferch Elijah 
eodeath; This man is in haſte;and commands not onely his difcent, bur his ſpeed; 
Come downe quickly : The charge implies a threat; E!y4h mult looke for force,ifhee 'B 
yeeldnot : Fherenecds no other weapon for defence, for offence, then the fame| 
rongue,the ſame breath:God hath fire enough for all the troopes of 4ha7iah.Imme- 
diarely, doth a fadden flame breake our of heaven, and conſume this forwaid Lea- 
der, and his bold followers : It is a juſt preſage and deſert ofruine, not to be war- 
ned:Worthily are they made examples,thar will not take them. 

What Marble, or Flint is harder then a wicked heart ? As if Ahaziab would de- 
| ſpightfully (pic in the face of heaven,and wreſtle a fall with the Almighty, hee will 
needs yet againe ſet a third Capraine vpon ſo deſperate an imployment:How hot a 
ſervice wuſt this Commander needs thinke himſelfe pur upon? Who can but pity his 
{traits?There 1s death before him,death behinde-him:If he goe not, the Kings wrath 
15 the meſſenger of death:if he goe,the Prophets rongue 15 the executioner of death; 
Many an hard taſke will follow the ſervice of a Prince wedded to his paſſion,divor- 
cedfrom God;lInwillingly;doubtlefle,and fearefully doth thisCaprainclymbup the 
HH, to ſcale that impregnable Fort; but now, when he comes neere to the aſſault, 
 thebartery thathelayes to it,is his prayers;his ſureſt fight is upon his knees : Hee 
went up, aud came, and fell upon his knees, before Elyah, and beſought him, axd ſaid unto 

him, O man of Goa, I pray thee, let my life, and the life of theſe fifty thy ſervants, bee pre- 
| cioxsin thy ſight :he confeſſes the judgement thar befell his Predecc ſfors;the monu- 
ments of their deſtruCtion were 1n hiseye.and the terrour of it,in his heart; of an e- 
| nemy therefore he is become a ſapphanr,$ ſues not ſo much for the Prophets Feel- 
dence, as for his owne life : This was the way to offer violence to the Prophetof 
| God,co the God of that Propher ,even humble ſupplications ; We muſt deprecate 
that evill, which we wonldavoid:if we would force bleſſings, we muſt intrear them; 
Thereis nothing to be gotten from God by ſtrong hand;any thing by ſuir. The life 
of the Capraine 15 preſerved ; Elyah is by the Angell commanded ro goe downe 
with him, ſpeedily,feareleſly.The Propher caſts not withhimſelfe; Whar ſafety can 
there be in this journey? ſhall put my ſelf into the hands of rude Souldiers, and by 
them incothe hands ofan inraged King ; ifhe did not eagerly thirſt after my blocd, 
hee had never ſoughtir, with ſo much loſſe ; But, ſo ſoone as he had a charge from | 
che Angell, he walkes downe reſolutely, and (as it were) dares the dangers of fo 
great an hoſtility ; Hee knew that the ſame God who had fought for him, upon 
the hill. wou!d not leave himin the Valley ; hee knew that the Angell which 
badehim goe, was guard enough againſt a world of enemies. Faith knowes nor 
how to feare; and can as eaſily contemne the ſuggeſtion of perils, as infidelity can 
raiſe them. 

The Prophet lookes boldly upon the Court,which doubtleſſe was not alittle dil- | 
affected ro him, and comes confidently into the bed-chamber of 4haziah; and ſticks * 
not to ſpeak over the ſame words to his head, which he had ſent him nor long {ince 
by his firſt meſſengers; Not one ſyllable wil the Propher abate of his errand; It 15not 
for an Herald of Heaven to be out of countenance z or to mince ought of the molt 
killing meſlages of his God. | 

Whether the inexpetted confidence both of theman, and of the ſpeech amared 
the ſicke King of Iſrael,or whether the feare of ſome preſent judgment (wherewith 


| hee might ſuſpe&' Eljabtocome armed upon any att of violence = | 
offered) __ 
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A | offered) over-awed him; or whether now atlaſt,upon the Gehr and hear; 2 

man of God, the Kings heart began to relent, and Socks it ih for repro 
which hee was juſtly reproved, I know nor; bur ſure I am, the Prophet goes away 
untouched, neither the furious purpoſes of Ahaziah,nor the exaſperations of a 1exe- 
beican hurt that Propher, whom God hath intended to a fiery Chariot : The 
hearts of Kings are not their owne : Subje@ts are not ſo much in their hands, as they 
arem their Makers: How eafily can God tame the fiercencſle of any creature, and 
inthe midſt of their moſt heady careere, ſtopthem on the fidden, and fetch them 
upon the knees of their hamble ſubmiſſion : Iris good truſting God with the e- 
vents of his owne commands; whocan at pleaſure either avert evills, or improve 
them to good, 

According to the word of the Prophet, Ahaziah dies : not two whole yeares 
doth hee (ir in the Threne of Iſrael ; which he now muſt yeeld (in the want of chil. 
dren)rohisbrother.Wickedneſſe ſhortens his reigne;he had roo much of .ZYbaband | 
teZebel, to expe the bleſſing,cither of length,or proſperity of government : As al- 
| wayes1n the other,ſo oft-times in this world doth God teſtifie his anger to wicked 


men: Somelive long,that they may aggravatetheir judgement; others dic ſoon,that 
they may haſten it. 
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22 & Ong and happily hath E/y« fought the wars of his God; and now after 
| D— his noble,and glorious victories, God will ſend him a chariot of Tri- 
| umph:Not ſuddenly would God ſnarch away his Propher without war- 
ning,withoutexpectation;but acquaints him before-hid with the deter- 
- mination of his glory.How full of heavenly joy was the ſoule of Eljah, 
whiles he fore-knew, and lookt for this inſtant happineſſe : With whas contempt 
did he caſthis eyes upon that earth,which he was now preſently to leave? With what 
raviſhment of an inward pleaſure did he lookupon that heaven which he was to en- 
joy?For a meet farewell to the earth, E/yab will goe viſit the ſchooles of the Pro- 
phers before his departure: Theſe were in his way;Of any part of the earth they were 
neareſt unto heaven: In an holy progrefle cherefore he walkes his laſt round, from 
Gilgal(neare 1ordan)to Bethel,from Bethel to Iericho,from lerichs to Tordan againe. In 
all theſe ſacred Colleges of Divines,he meant toleaye the legacy of his love,counſe] 
confirmation,blefling How happy athing it is,whiles we are upon earthto improve 
| our rime and gifts rothe beſt behoofe of Gods Church ? and after the aſſuranceof 
our own bleſſedneſſe,to help others to the ſame heaven ? But, O God, whocan bur 
| wonder at the courſe of thy wiſe and powerfull adminiſtrations? Evenin the midſt 
of the degeneration,and Idolatries of Iſrael haſt thou reſerved co thy ſelfe whole (o- 
 cieties of holy Prophets;and out of thoſe ſinfull and revolted Tribes,haſt raiſed the 
rwo great miracles of Prophets, E/jah and Eliſha,in an immediate ſucceſſion : /udah 
ic ſelfe under a religious 1choſhaphat,yeelded nor ſo eminent, and cleer]y illuminated 
ſpirits: The mercy ofour provident God will neither be confined, nor excluded:nei- 
ther confined to the places of publice profeſſion, nor excluded from the depraved| 
Congregations of his owne people:where he hath loved,he cannotealily be eſtran- 
ged:Rather,where fin abounds, his grace aboundeth much more;andraiſeth ſomuch | 
ſtronger helpes,as he ſees the dangers greater. 
Happy was El:fhin the attendance of ſo gracious a Maſter, and the more happy 
that heknowes it:Faine would E154h ſhake him offar Gilga/;zif not there,ar BetLel; if 
not yet there,at /eriche.A-private meſſage(on which E£/y«h mult go aloneJispreten- 
ded, from the Lord : whether ſhall we ſay the Propher did this for the tryall of che 
conſtant aftetion of his carefull and diligent ſeryant;or,that it was concealed from 
Elgah that his departure was revealed to Eliſha : Perhaps he that knew of his owne 
reception into heaven,did not know what witneſſes would be allowed that MIracu- 
lous a&-: and now his hamble modeſty affe&teda filetit and un-noted paſſage; Even 
| | LIM ba Elijba 
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(ontemplations. PUSH L1 B.XIX | 
"Elifhe knew ſomething that was hid fro his Maſter,now upon the threſhold ofhez. © 5; | 
apr mecre creature was ever made of the whole counſell of the Higheſt: "oa " 
things have beene diſcloſed ro babes 8: novices,that have beencloled up tothe moſ} 
wiſe and judicious: In natural ſpeculations thegreater wit,and deeper judgment (j1j| | 
| caries it;but in the revelations of God, the favour of his choice ſwayes all, not thei | 

wer of our apprehenſion: The Maſter may both command and intreathis ſeryanrs! | 
ſtay. in vaine:E/;ſb« muſt be pardoned this holy and zealous diſobedience, _z; ;þ, 
Lord liveth, and « thy ſoule lrveth,1 will not leave thee: His Maſter may be withdrawne 
from him.he will not be withdrawne from his Maſter.He knew that the bleſſing was 
at the parting;and ifhe had diligently attended all his life, and now flacked inthe 
laſt a&, hee had loſt the reward of his ſervice. The evening praiſes the day,and the 
chiefe grace of the theateris in the laſt Scene : Be fait hfull to the death, and 1 will grve 
thee a Crowne of life. 

That £15@hſhould be tranſlated,and what day he fhouldde tranflated,God would 
have noſecret : The ſonnes'of the Prophers art Berhel,ar Jericho, both know it,and aſk 
Eliſha it he knew it not: K noweſt thou that the Lord will take away thy Maſter from thy | 
bead this day? and he anſwered, Tea,! know it,hold yee your peace. How familiarly doe 
theſe Prophets inter-know one another 2 How kindly doe they communicate their 
viſions ? Seldome ever was any knowledge given to keep,but roimpart : The grace 
ofthis rich Jewell is loſt in concealement. The removall of an E/yah is ſo impor- 
tant a buſineſſe, thar it is not fit to be done without noife:Manny fhall have their ſhare 
in his lofſe : he muſtbe miſſed on the ſudden : it was meet therefore that the world 
ſhould know his rapture ſhould be divine and glorious. I doe not finde where the 
day of any naturall death isnotified to ſo many : by how much more wonder there 
wasinthis Afſumption, by ſo much more {hall it be fore-revealed. Ir is enough for 
ordinary occurrentsto be knowne by theirevent : ſupernaturall things have neede 
of premonition,that mens hearts may be both prepared for their receit, and confir- 
medin their certainty. Thrice was Eliſha intreated, thrice hath he denied to ſtay 
behinde his now-departing Maſter;on whom both his eyes and his thoughts are fo 
fixed,that he cannot giveallowance ſo much as ro the intexpellation of a queſtion of 
| his fellow-Prophets : Together therefore are this wonderfull paire comne to the 
{ laſt ſtage of their ſeparation,the bankes of /ordav. Thoſe that were not admittedto 
beeattendants of the journey, yer will not bee debarrcd from being ſpectatorsof is 
| marvellous anifſue. Fifty men of the ſonnes of the Prophers, went and ſtoodto 
view afarre off; I maryel| rhere wereno more : How could any fon of the Prophets 
ſtay within the Colledge walls that day : when he knew what was meant to Elijah? 
Perhaps, though they knew that tobe the Prophets laſt day; yer they might rhink 

his diſparition ſhould be fadden, and inſenfible; beſides, they found how much hee | 
affeed ſecrecie in this intended departure : yer the fifty Prophets of 1ericho will 
make proofe of their eyes, and with much intention affay who ſhall have the laſt | 
fight of Elyeah. Miracles are not purpoſed to filence and obſcuritie : God will not 
worke wonders without witnefles; fince he doth them on purpoſe to win glory to 
his name, his end were fraſtrate without their notice. Even fo, O Saviour, when | 
thou hadft raiſed thy ſelfe from the dead, thon wouldſt be ſeene of morethan five 
hundred brethren at once;and when thou wouldft raiſe up thy glorified body from 
earth into Heaven, thou didſt not aſcend from ſome cloſe valley, but from the 
| Monnt of Olives; not in the night, not alone, bur inthe cleare day, in the'view of 
| many eyes; which were ſo fixed upon that point of thine heaven, thar' they could | 
ſcarce be removed by the checke of Angels. 

tordan mult be crofſed by Eljah in his way to heaven: There muſt be ameetparal- 
te]betwixt the two great Prophers,that ſhall meer Chriſt upon Tabor; Moſes and Eli- 
#:Both received viſions on Horeb, to both God appeared there in fire; and other 
formes of terrour;both were ſent to Kings,one to Pharaob,the other to 04u6:Both 
prepared miraculous Tables,the one of Quailes and Manna inthe Deſerr, the othef 
of meale and Oyle in Serepre: Both openedheaven,the one for that nourſhingde,, | | 
the other for thoſrefreſhing ſhowers : Both revenged Idolatrics with the tward, | | 
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the one upon the worſhippers ofthe golden Calfe.the other upon the foure hun-! 
dred Baalites:Both quenched the drought of Iſrae],the one our of the Rocke.the o-' 
ther our of the Cloud: Both divided the waters ;the one of the Red Sea. the other of 
lordan:Both of them are forewarned of their departure : Both muſt be ferchr away | 
beyond [ordar; The body of Elyah is tranſJated,the body of Meſes is hid :  What' 
Moſes doth by his Rod,Ely«h doth by his Mantle; wich thathe ſmites the Waters, 
and they (as fearing the divine power which wrought with the Prophet) run away | 
from him,and ſtandonheapes,leaving the dry channell for the paſſage of thoſe aw- 
full feer : Ir is not long ſince he mulcted them with a generall cxficcation : now hee! 
onely bids them ſtand aſide,and give way to his laſt walke;that hee might with dry. 
feet mount up into the celettiall charior. 

The waters do not now firſt obey him:they know that Mantle of old, which hath | 
ofc given lawes to their falling,riſing,ſtanding : they are paſt over; and now when 
| Elyah findes himſelfe treading on his laſt earth, he profersa munificent bc one to his | 
fairhfull ſervant, Aske what 1 ſhall doe for thee before I amtaken from thee. I do not heare | 
him ſay, Aske of me when I am goxc:, In my glorified condition, I ſhall be more able to be- 
ftead thee; but,aske before I goe. We hayea communion with the Saints departed, nor 
a commerce : when they are inabled to doe more for us,they are lefſe apt to be ſol- 
 licited by us.Ir is ſafe ſaing where weare ſure that we are heard. Had not Elgab re- 
ceived a peculiar inſtinct for this profer,he hadnot been thus liberall:It were pre- 
ſumption tobe bounrifull on anothers coſt, without leave of the owner:The mercy 
of our good Godallowes his favourites not onely to receive,but togive:nor only ro. 
receive for themſelves,bur to convey bleſſings to athers: What can that man want | 
that is befriended of the faithfull ? | 

 Eliſhaneedes not goe farre to ſceke for a ſuit; Itwas inhis heart, in his mouth : 
Let a double portion of thy ſpirit be _ me. Every Prophet muſt be a ſonne to Elijah ; 
but Eliſha would be his heire,and craves the happy right of his primogeniture, the 
double (hare to his brethren : It wasnor wealth, nor fafcty, nor eaſe, nor honour, 
that Eliſha cares for,the world lies open before him, he may take his choice:the reſt 
he contemneth;nothing will ſerve him bur a large meaſure of his Maſters (piric : No 
carnall thought was guilty of this ſacred ambition: Aﬀectation of eminence was too 
baſe a conceit to fall into that man of God : Hee ſaw that the timesneeded ſtrong 
convictions,he ſaw that he could not otherwiſe weild the ſucceflis ro ſuch a Maſter, 
therefore he ſues for a double portionof ſpirit; the ſpirit of prophecie to fore-know, 
the ſpirit of power to worke : We cannot be too coverous,too ambitious of ſpiritu- 
all gifts, ſuch eſpecially as may enable us to win moſt advantage to Godin our voca- 
tions.Our wiſhes are the true touch-ſtone of our eſtate;ſuch as we wiſhto be, weare: 
worldly hearts affe& earthly things; ſpirituall,divine : we cannot better know what 
weare indeed; then by what we would be, 

Eljah acknowledges the difficultie, and promiſes the grancof ſo great a requeſt ; | 
ſuſpended yer upon the condition of El:ſhees eye-ſight./f thou ſee me when I amtaken | 
from thee, it ſhall be ſo unto thee; but if not,it ſhallnor be: What are the eyes to the furni- | 
cure of the ſoule ? What power is there in thoſe viſive heames to draw downe a | 
double portion of Elyahs ſpirit?God doth not alwaies look at efficacy & merit in the | 
conditions of our actions, but at the freedome of his own appointments: The eye | 
was onely to be imployed as the ſervant of the heart,that the deſires might bee ſo 


much more intended with the fight: Vehemence is the way to ſpeed both in earth | 
| and in Heaven;If butthe eye-lids of Elrſha fall,if his thoughesſlacken, his hopes are | 
daſhed ; There muſt bee fixednefle and vigilance, in thoſe that delire double | 
races. | 
: Eljah was going on, and talking, when the Charert of heaveri came to fetch | 
him ; Surely, had not that conference beene needfu]l and divine, it had given | 
' way to meditation : and Eljahhad beene taken np rather from his knees, then | 
| from his feer, There canbee no better poſture, or ſtate, for the meſſenger of oor | 
diſſolution to finde us in, then in a diligent proſecutionofour calling. The butfje at- | 
\cendance of our holy vocation is no lefle ITT to God, than an immediare de- 
2 votion : 
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(contemplatiens. 


doing. 

Oh the ſingular glory of E15ah! What mortall creature ever had this honour to 
be viſibly ferchedby the Angelsof God ro h1s heaven ? Every fouleof the elect is At- 
rended and caried to bleſſedneſſe by thoſe inviſible meſſengers, but, what fleſh and 
blood was ever graced with ſuch a convoy ? There are three bodily Inhabitants of 
Heaven; Henoch, Elijah,our Saviour Chriit. The firſtbefore the law,the ſecond under 
che Law,the third under the Goſpell; All chree in a ſeverall forme of tranflation - 
Our bleſſed Saviour raiſed himſelfe to and above the heavens,by his owne immedi. 
ate power: he aſcended as the Son,they as ſervants:heas God,they as Creatures: Elyah 
aſcended by the viſible miniſterie of Angels; Henoch inſen{ibly : Wherefore,O God 
haſt thou done thus,bur to givens a taſte of what ſhall be? ro ler us ſee that heaven 
was never ſhut to the fairhfull:ro give us aſſurance of the furureglorification of this 
mortall and corruptible part ? 

Even thus, O Saviour, when thou fhalr deſcend from heaven wich aſkout, with 
the voice of an Archangell,and with the trumpet of God, wee thar are alive andre- 
main,ſhall be caught up together with the raiſed bodies of thy Saints,into the clouds 
to meet thee in the ayre, todwell with thee in glory. 

Many formes have thoſe celeſtiall ſpirits taken to themſelves in their apparitions 
to men:but of ail other,moſt often hath the Almighty made his meſſengers « flames 
fire : never more properly than here : How had the ſpirit of God kindled the hot 
fires of zealc in the breſt of E/yah? How had this Prophet thrice commanded fire 
from heaven to earth? How fitly now at laſt doe theſe Seraphicall fires carie him 
fromearth to heaven ? 

Whar doe wee ſee in this rapture of Z/yab, but violence and terrour, whirle- 
winde and fire 2 two of thoſe fearefull repreſentations which the Prophet had in 
the Rocke of Horeb : Never any man entred intoglory with eaſe : Even the moſt 


lefſe ro Elyah this fire had a lightſomneſſe and reſplendance, not terrour : this whirl 


| winde had ſpeed, not violence : Thus haſt thou, O Saviour, bidden us when the 


Elements ſhall be diſſolved, and the heavens ſhall be flaming about our eares, to lift 
up our heads with joy,becauſe our redemprion draweth nigh. Come death, come 
fire, come whirlewinde, they are worthy to bee welcome that ſhall carie us toim- 
mortality. 


aſcent; and cries to his now-changed Maſter,betweene heaven and earrh, My father, 
my father the charet of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof. Shaphat of Abel-mebolah hath 
yeelded this title to E/#4h, the naturall father of E/;ſba, to the ſpirituall; neitherof 
them may be neglected, burt,after the yoake of oxen killed at the farewell, we heare 
of no more greetings, no more bewaylings of his bodily parent ; and now that 
Eljah is taken from him, hee cryes our like a diſtreſſed Orphane, My father, my f4- 
ther; and when he hath loſt the ſight of him, he rends his cloathes in pecces accor- 


| ding to the faſhionofthe moſt paſſionate mourners : That Zl;ſha ſees his maſter 


halfe-way in heauen, cannot take away the ſorrow of his loſſe : The departure of a 
 faithfull Prophet ef God is worthy of our lamenration : Neither is it privateaffeQi- 


| on that muſt ſway our griefe,bur reſpe&s to the publike : Eliſhaſayes not onely,My 


father,but the charet and horſemen of 1ſrael,That we have forgone a father, ſhould not 
ſo much troubleus as that Lirael hath joſt his guard.Certainely,the view of this hea- 
venly charet and horſes that came for Za, purs Eliſha in minde of that charet and 
horſemen,which £14ah was to Iſrael. Theſe were Gods charets, Elyah was theirs: 
Gods charet and theirs are upon the ſame wheeles meunred into heaven : No forces 
are ſoſtrongas the ſpiriruall;the prayers of an Eljah are more powerfull,than all the 
Armies of fle(h : The firſt thing that this Seer diſcernes, after the ſeparation of Þ1s 
Maſter, is,the nakedneſſe of Iſrael in his loſſe. If we muſter Souldiers,and lecſe zea- 
lons Prophets, it is but a wofull exchange. 


Elgahs Mantle fals from him in the riſing; there was no uſe of that, whither he 


_—— — — 
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favourable change hath ſome equivalency to anaturall diſſolution. Although doubt-| 


D 
This arreption was ſudden, yet Eliſha ſees both the Charet,and the horſes,and the 


Was 


L1s.XIX, | 


votion : Happy is the ſervant whom the maſter (when hee comes) ſhall finde gx 
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A, was going;there was, whence he was taken : Eliſha juſtly rakes up this deare monu- 
mentof his glorified maſter:A good ſupply forhis rentgarments: This was it which 
(in preſage of his future right) E:44h1nveſted him withall,upon the firſt ſight,when 

he was ploughing with the twelve yoke of oxen;now it fals from heaven to his pol. 

ſeſſion : I doe not ſee him adore fo precious a relique,l ſec him take it up,and caſt ir 
about him : Penſive and maſterlefſe doth he now come backe to the bankes of 1or- 
4av, whoſe {treame he muſt paſſe in his returne to the (chooles of the Prophets. Ere 
while he ſaw what way that river gaveto the Mantle of El«h,he knew that power 
was not in the cloth, bur in the ſpiric of him rhat wore it : rotry therefore whether 
he were no lefle the heire of thar ſpirit, than of that garment, he rooke the mantle of 

Elgahand ſmote the waters, and ſaid, Where i the Lord Ged of Elijah ? Eliſha doth 

not expoſtulate, and challenge,bur pray; As if he had ſaid, Lord God,jt was thy promiſe 

to me by my departed maſter that if I ſhould ſee kim in his laft paſſage,a double portion of hi; 

Spirit ſhould be upon me : | followed bim with my eyes in that fire, and whirlewinde; now 

therefore,0 God,make good thy gracious Word ts thy ſervant , ſhew ſame token npou mee 

for good; make thu the firſt proofe of the miraculous power wherewith thow ſhalt indue mee : 

Let 10rdan give the ſame way to me 4s it gaveto my maſter. Immediately the ſtreame (as 

acknowledging the ſame Mantle,thoughn another hand)divides itſelfe,and yeelds 

paſſage to the ſucceſſor of Elyah, = ; 

The fifty ſons of the Prophets having been afar off witneſſes of theſe admirable 
events,do well fee that E/yab(though tranſlated in body )hath yer left his Spirit be- | 
hinde him; they mecre Eliſha, and bow themſelves to the ground before him : It 
was not the outſide of Elyjab which they had wont to ſtoope unto,with ſo much ye- 
neration,it was his Spirit;which fince they now finde in another ſubjet,they enter- 
raine with equall reyerence : No envy,no emulation raiſerh up their ſtomackes a 
gainſt £/j«hs ſervant,but where they ſee eminet graces,they are willingly proſtrate. 
Thoſe that are truly gracious,doe no lefle rejoyce in che riches of others gifts, than 
humbly under-value their owne. Theſe men were trained up in the ſchooles of the 
Prophets, El;ſhaat the plough and cart,yet now they ſtand notupon termes of their 
worth,and his meanneſſe, bur meekly fall down before him whom God will honour: 
It is not to be regarded who the man 1s, but whom God would make him. The more 
unlikely the meanes is,the more is the glory of the workman:It is the praiſe of an 
holy ingenuity to magnifie the graces of God where everit findes them. 

Theſe young Progherts are no lefſe full of zeale,than reverence; zeale to Elyab,re- 
verence to Eliſha:They ſee E/$4h caried upin the ayre; they knew this was not the 
firſt rime of his ſupernaturall removall;Imagining It therefore poſlible thar the Spi- 
rit of God had caſt himupon ſome remote mountraine, or valley,they profer the la- 
bour of their ſervants toſeek him : In ſome things even profeſſed Seers are blinde : 
Could they thinke God would ſend ſuch a Charet andhorles for alefſe yoyage then 
 acoing his maſter beyond all the ſphere of mortalicy)forbids them:Good 
willmakes themunmannerly;their importunity urges him till be 1s aſhamed;nor his 
approbation but their vehemence caries atlaſt a condeſcent: Elſe he might perhaps 
have ſeemed enviouſ]y unwilling to fetch back ſo admired a Maſter:and loth to for- 
goe thar mantle. Some things may be yeelded for the redeeming of our owne vexa- 
tion,and avoidance of others miſ- conſtruction, which outof true judgment weſeeno 
an, tyred with three dayes ſcarch,turne backe as wiſe as they went : | 
ſome men are beſt ſatisfied, when they have wearied themſelyes in their own waies: 
nothing will teach chem wit, but diſappointments. Their painefull errour leades 
chem to aright conceit of Eljahs happier tranſportation :Thoſe that would finde E- 
l;ah.let them aſpire to the heavenly Paradiſe : Ler them follow the high ſteps of his 
/ $5 faichfulneſſe, ſtrong patience,undaunted courage,fervent zeale; (Ft ortly, let 
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k in the wayes of his holy and conſtant obedience:at laſt God ſhall ſend the 
| CG of wrong ferch them up to that heaven: of heavens, where they ſhall 


| triumph in everlaſting joyes. 


L111t; Eliſha 


— _— hc 


Contemplations. 


Healing the Waters. 
Eliſha Curing the Children. 


Relerving the Kings, 


BY T is good makinguſe of a Prophet whiles we have him, Elba ſtayed 
) ſome-while at 1ericho; The Citizens reſort to him with acommon ſuit: 
"&| Their ſtructure was not more pleafanrt,than their waters unwholſome 

TS and their ſoile by thoſe corrupt waters : They ſue ro Eliſha for the re. 

medie. Why had they not all this while, made their moane to Eljab} 

Was itthat they were more awed with his greater auſterity 2 Or was itthat th 
met not with ſo fit an opportunity of his commoration amongſt them > It was told 
them what power Elifhe had exerciſed upon the waters of Jorday,and now they p] 
him for theirs:Examples of beneficence eaſily move us to arequeſt,and expetation 
of fayours. 

What ailed the waters of Iericho? Surely,originally they were not ill affeRed:No 

men could be ſo feoliſh as to build a city, where neither earth nor water were uſeful: 
Meere proſpe& could not carie men to the neglect of health,and profit, Hie! the Be- 
thelite would never have recdified it with thediger of a curſe, ſo lately as in the daies 
of 4hab,if it had beene of old notorious for ſo foule an annoyance : Not therefore! 
the ancient maledi&ion of /efbu4,nor the neighbourhood of that noyſome lake of | 
Sodome,was guilty of this diſeaſe of the ſoyle,and waters, but the late finnes of the 
inhabitants. He twrneth the rivers into awilderneſſe,and water-ſþrings into 4 dry ground ; 
4 fruitfull land into barrenneſſe, for the wickedneſſe of them that dwell therein : How off 
have we ſcene the ſame field both full and famiſhing?How oft the ſame waters both 
fate,and by fome irruption or new tincture hurtfull? Howſoever naturallcauſes may 
concurre,heayen and earth and ayre,and waters follow the temper of our ſoules, 
of our lives, and are thercfore indiſpoſed becauſe weeare ſo: /erichs began now to 
make it ſelfe capable of a better ſtate, ſince it was now become a receptacle of Pro- 
phers: Eliſha is willing to gratifie his hoſts; it is reaſon that any place ſhould fare the 
better for the preſence of Divines. The medicine is more ſtrange than the diſeaſe, 
Bring mt a new Cruſe, axd pat ſalt therein : Why a Cruſe ? why new 2 why Salt in that 
new Cruſe 2 How ſhould Salt make water potable ? Or, if there were any ſuch ver- 
rue in it, what could a Cruſe-fnll doeto a whole current? Or, ifthat meaſure were 
ſafficient, what was the age of the Cruſe to the force of the Salt > Yet Elifha cals for 
Salt in a new Craſe. God(who wrought this by his ProphetJis a free agent; as hee 
will not binde his power tomeanes;ſo will he by his power binde unlikely meanes 
to performe his will. : 
Nacturall proprieties have no place in miraculous workes : No lefſe cafic is it for 
God to worke by contrary, than ſubordinate powers. 
The Prophet doth not caſt the Saltintothe channe],bnt intothe ſpring of thewa- 
ters:If the fountaine be redreſſed, the ſtreames cannot be faulty; as contrarily, the 
| purity and ſoundnefle of the ſtream availes nothing to the redreſſe of the fountain: 
Reformation muſt begin ar the well-headof the abuſe: The order ofbeing isa good 
guide to the methodofamending. Vertue doth not runne backward : Had Elſ« 
caſt the Salt intothe brookes and ditches, the remedy muſt have ſtriven againſt che 
\ſtreame,to reach up to the ſpring:now it is but onelabour tocure the fountaine.Our 
heart is a Well of bitter and venemous water, our ations are the ſtreames: In yaine 
(hall we cleanſe our hands, whiles our hearrsare eyill. 

The Cruſe and the Salt muſt be their owne : The a& mnſt be his:the power,Gods: 
He caft the Salt into the ſpring and faid, Thus ſaith the Lord, I have healed theſe waters; 
there ſhall not be from thence any more death, or barrenneſſe. Farre was it from Eliſha tO 
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'Lin.XIX. Eliſhahowfmg the children, 


| niſhment of a righteous Judge:God and his Seer lookt through theſe children,at the 


— 


challenge ought tohimſelfe : Before,when he ſhould divide the waters of 107 dx. 
did not ſay, Where is the power of Elifhe,but,Where is the Lord Godof phone | 
now,when he ſhould curethe waters of /ericho, he faies not, Thus ſayes Eliſha, bur 
thus ſaith the Lord, have healed theſe waters. How carefull is the man of God that | 
no part of Gods glory ſhould ſtick ro his owne fingers. Jericho ſhall know to whom 
they owe the bleſſing, that they may duely returne the thankes. Eliſha profeſſes he} 
can doe no more of himſelfe than that Salt,than that Cruſe; only God ſhall workb y 
him,by it:and whac eyer that Almighty hand undertakes,cannot faile, yea is already| 
done: neither doth he ſay, will heale,but 1 have healed:Even ſo,O God, ifthoucaſt 
into the fountaine of our hearts,bur one Cruſe-fallof the Saltof thy Spiric, wee are 
whole, no thought can paſſe betweene the receitand the remedy. | 

As the general viſitor of the Schooles of the Prophers, El;ſhapaſſeth from Nerichs 
to that other Colledge at Berbe/. Bethel was a place of ſtrange compoſition : there 
wasat oncethe golden Calfe of /cr9boam;and the Schoole of God : True religion 
and Idolatry found a free harbour within thoſe walls : I doe not m:ryell that God 
Prophets would plant there;there was the moſt need of their preſence, where they 
found the ſpring head of corruption:Phyſitians are of moſt uſe where diſeaſes doe 
abound: As hewas going up by the way there came forth little children out of the City, and 
wocked hiw,and ſaid to him,Goe up thonbald-head:; Goe vp thou bald-bcad. Even the ye- 
ry boyes of Bethel have learned to ſcoffe at a Prophet; The ſpighe of their Idolatrous 
parents is eaſily propagated, Children are ſuch as their inſtitution; Infancy is led al- 
rogether by imitation,it hath neither words nor aftions,but infuſed by others; If ir 


have good or ill language, it 1s but borrowed, and the ſhame or thank is due to thoſe 
that lent it chem. 


Whar was it that theſe il|-raught children upbraided to the Prophet, bur aſleighr 
naturall defe&,nor worthy the name of a blemiſh,the want of a lictle haire; at the 
beſt,a comely excrement,no part of che body; Had there becne deformity in that 
ſmoothneſſe of the head, which ſome great wits haye honoured with prailes, a fault- 
ſeſſe and remedileſſe eye-ſore had beenno fir matter for a taunt : How ſinall occafi- 
ons willbe raken to diſgrace a Propher?If they could have ſaid ought worſe, E/ifha 
had not heard of this;God had crowned that head wich honour, which the Berheli- 
tifh children loaded with ſcorne. Who would have thought the rude termes of wag- 
giſh boyes worthy of any thing but negle@>El;fha looks at them with ſevere brows, 
and(like the heire of him that cald downe fire upon the two Capraines and their fif- 
ties )curſes them in che name ofthe Lord; Two ſhe-beares out of the Wood haſten 
to be his executioners,and teare twoand forty of them in pecces.O fearefull exam- 
ple of divine Juſtice! This was not the revenge of an angry Propher, it was the pu- 


parents,at all Iſrael;he would puniſh the parents miſ-nurturing their children(to the 
contemptuous uſage of a Prophet)with the death of thoſe children, which they had 
miſ-taughe : Hee would teach Iſrael what it was to miſ-uſe a Prophet : And if hee 
would not enduretheſe contumelies unrevenged in the mouthes of children, what 
vengeance was enough for aged perſecutors ? 

Doubtleſſe ſome of the children eſcaped to tell the newes of their fellowes ; 
whar lamentation doe we thinke there wasin the ſtreets of Berhel? how did the di- 
ſtrefſed mothers wring their hands for this wofull orbation ? And now when they 
came forth to fetch the remnants of their ewne fleſh,whara ſad fpeRacle it was to. 
finde the fieldes ſtrawed with thoſe mangled carkaſlſes? Ir is an unprofitable ſorrow 
that followes a judgement;Had theſe Parents beene as carefull to train up their chil- 
dren in good diſcipline,and to corre their diſorders, as they are now paſſtonate in | 


bemoaningtheir loſſe,this ſlaughter had never been : In vaitie doe we look for good 
of thoſe children,whoſe education we have neglefted : In vaine doe we grieve for 
thoſe miſcariages,which out care might have prevented. | 

Eliſhs knew the ſuccefle, yer doth he not balke the City of Bethel ,; Doe we not 


wonder that the furious impatience of thoſe parents, whom rhe curſe of Eliſha rob- | 
=D of their children, did not breake forth to ſome malicious practice umm re 
rophet? 
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feare of men; as well knowing that either they durſt not, or they conld not a& yio. 


—_—_— ——— 
; 


phat is intereſſed 1n the revenge. 


; are the greateſt Monarchs of the world, if they want but water to their mouthes ? 


- 


from thoſe exaſperated Citizens ? There lay this way ; he followes God, withour 


lence.They knew there were Beares in the wood,and fires in heaven,& if their ma- 
lice would have yenturedaboye their courage, they could have no more power over 
Eliſha in the ſtreets,then thoſe hungry beaſts had in the way. Whither dare not a 
Prophergoe when God calls him?Having viſited the ſchooles of the Prophers,z1:ſ,, 
retires to mount Carmel,and after ſome holy ſolitarinefſe,returnesto the City of $4. 
maris:He can never bea profitable Seer,thatis either alwayes or never alone : Cx. 
mel (hall fit him for Samar-e;contemplation for aCtion : That mother City of Iſrael 
muſt needs afford him moſt work: Yetis the Throne of Aha;jah ſucceeded by a þro- 


her leſſe ill than himſelf, than the parents of both: Ababsimpiery hath not a perfeg|3 


heire of /choram: That ſon of his hates his Ba«/, though hee keepes his calves. Even 
incothe moſt wicked families ir pleaſerh God to caſt his moſt powerfull reſtraints 

chat all are not equally vicious:It is no newes to ſee lewd men make ſcruple of ſome 
ſins: Theworld were not to live in,if all ſinnes were affected by all. It is no thankto 
Ahab and 1ezebelthat their ſonne 15 no Baalite: Asno good 1s traduced from parent 
ſo not all evill; there is an Almighty hand that ſtops the foule current of nature, ar 
his pleafare : No Idolater can fay, that his child thall not be a convert. 

The affinity berwixt the houfes of 1ſrae/and 1#dah,holds goodin ſaccefſion, 1eh- 
ram inherirs the friendſhip,the aid of /ehofhaphat: whoſe counſell(as is moft likely) 
had cured him of that Baaliſme. It was a good warre whereto he ſolicits the good 
King of /udab.The King of Moa6(who had been anancient tributary from the dayes 
of David, falls now from his homage,& refuſes to pay his hundred thouſand Lambs 
an hundred thouſand Rammes with fleeces,to the King of 7/7 eel; The backesof 17 4- 
el can ill miſſe the wooll of Moab,they will put on iron to recover their cloth. 1eho. 
ſhaphat had been once well chid, well frighted for joyning with C4hab againſt L- 
ram;yert doth he nor ſticke now againe to come into the field with lehoram againſt 
Moab: The caſe is more favourable,lefle dangerous; Baa/ is caſt downe : The Images 
of the falſe gods are gone, though the falſe Images ofthe true God ſtand ſtill, Befide, 
chis rebellious 2/046 had joyned with theSyrians formerly againſtiadab,ſoas lehoſha- 


. 


Afcer reſolution of the end,wiſely doe theſe Kings deliberate of the way. It 18a- 


| greed ro paſſe through £dom;that Kingdome was annexed tothe Crowne of adab : | 
well might lchofhaphar m+ke bold with his owne : It was (it ſeemes) a march farre 


about inthe meaſure of the way;but necreſt to their purpoſe : the affault would bee 
thus more eaſie ifthe paſſage were moretedious : The three Kings of 1ſrae!, Iudab, 
Edom,together with their Armies,are upon foot. They are no ſooner comne into 
the parching wildes of Edow,than they are ready to die for thriſt ; If the channels 
were farre off, yet the waters were further;the ſcorching beamesof the Sun have dri- 
ed them up;and haveleft thoſe rivers more fit for walke,than entertainment:What 


What can their Crownes,and Plumes:and rich Armes availe them, when they are«- 
bridged but of that which is the drink of beaſts?With dry tongues and lips,do they 


now confer of their common miſery: 1ehoraw depleres the calamiry,into which they | 


were falne;but 7eheſhaphat aſkes for a Prophet:Every man can bewaile a miſery ; e 
very man cannot finde the way out of it : ſtill yet I heare good /ehoſhaphat ſpeak too 
late : He ſhould have inquired for a Propher,ere he had gone forth; ſo had he avo1- 
dedtheſe ſtraits : Not to conſult atall with God,is Jehor«ws finne; to conſult late, 1s 
Tchoſhaphats; the former is atheous careleſſeneſle; the latter, forgertull overſight: The 
beſt man may ſlacken good duties,the worſt contemnes them. tl! 
Not without ſome ſpecialty from God doth E1iſh« follow rhe campe : Elſe, that 
had beenno Element for a Prophet: Little did the good King of 1#4«þ think* that 
God was ſoneere him: Purpoſely was this holy Seerſent for the ſuccour of Tehoſb«- 
phat and his fairhfull followers, when they were ſo farre from dreaming of their de- 


Prophet ? Would we not thinke the Prophet might miſdoubt: forme harg meaſure | a 


livery,that they knew not of a danger{ Irwonldbe wide with the beſt men, if = | 


— > 


_- — 


| 
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L1s:XIX. | Eliſha relieving the Kings : 
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A \ eye ofdivine providence were not open upon them, when the eyeof heir care is 
ſhut rowards it: How wel did E/;jha inthe warTheſtrongeſt ſquadronof 1 ſrael was 
within thatbreaſt:All their Armour of proofe had nor ſo much fatery and protecti- 
on,as his Mantle : Though the King of Ifrael would rake 11o notice of the Prophet 
yet one of his Courtiers did, Here is Eliſha the ſonne of Shaphat which powred water on 
the hands of Elyah; This tollower of Ichoram knowes Eliſha by his owne name, by 
his fathers,by his maſters : The Court of 1ſrae! was profane,and Idolatrous enough, 
yer,even there Gods Prophet had both knowledge, and honour: His very ſervice to 
Elyah was enough to win him reyerence:Ir js better tobe an atrendanrof ſome man, 
than to be attended by many : Thathehad powred wateron Ely«hs hands was infi- | 
nuatton enough, that he could powre ont water for thoſe three Kings : The three 
Kings walke downe(by the motion of 1ehoſhaphat) tothe man of Cod: It was newes 
to ſee three Kings going downe to the ſervantot him,who ranne before the charct 
of 4 hab:Religion and neceſſity have both of them much power of humiliation, 1 
know not whether more:Either zcale or need will make a Prophet honored. 

How ſharply dares the man of God to chide his Soveraigne, the King of Iſrael ? 
The liberty of the Prophets was no leſfe ſingular, then their calling: He that would 
borrow their rongue, muſt ſhew their Commiſſion : As God reproved Kings for 
their ſakes, ſodid nor they [ticke to reprove Kings for his ſake: Thus much freedome 
they muſt leave torheir ſucceſtors, rhat we may not ſpare the vices of them, whofe 
perſons we mult ſpare. 

Juſtly is /ehoram turned off to the Prophets of his father, and the Prophers of his 
mother:It is but right and equall, that thoſe which we have made the comfort, and 
ſtay of our peace,ſhculd be the refuge of our extremity:Ifourproſperity have made 
the world our God, how worthily ſhall our death-bedbe choaked with this expro- 
bration 2 Neither would the caſe beare an Apology, nor the time an expoſtulation: 
ſehoram cannot excuſe,he can complaine;he kndes that now three Kings, three king- 
domes are at the mercy of one Prophet; it was time for him to ſpeake faire;nothing 
ſounds from him but lamencations,and intreaties:Nay,for the Lord hath called theſe 
three Kings together todeliver them into the hand of Moab. Tehoram hath ſo much 
grace as to confefle the imporency of rhoſe he had truſted; and the power of that 
God whom he had neglected, Every ſinner cannot ſee, and acknowledge the hand 
of God in his ſufferings; Already hath the diſtreſſed Prince gained ſomething by this 
miſery;None complaines ſo much as he,none feeles ſo much as he; All the reſt ſuf- 
fer for him, and therefore he ſuffers in them all. | 

The man of God, who well ſees the inſufficiency of 7chorams humiliation, layes on 
yet more load; As the Lord liveath before whom | ſland, Surely were it not that I regard 
the preſence of Iehoſhaphat the King of Iudah,1 would yor looke toward thee, nor ſee thee > 
Behold the double Spirit of E/yah; the maſter was not more bold with the father, 
then the ſeryant was withrhe ſonne : Eſha was a ſubje&; anda Prophet, He muſt | 
ſay that as a Propher,which he might not as a ſubject; As a Propher hee would not 
have lookt ar him, whom as a ſubje& he would have bowed to: It 1s one thing when 
God ſpeakes by him.another,when he ſpeakes of himſelf; That it might well appeare 
his diſlike of fn ſtood with his honour of Soveraignty, 7c hoſhaphat goes away with 
chat refpe&t which lchorem miſled; No lefſe doth God and his Propher regard relig1- 
ous ſincerity,then they abhorre Idolatry,and profanenefle : What ſhall not be done 
for a 1ehoſhaphat ? For his ſakeſhall thoſe two orher Princes, and their vaſt Armies 
live,and prevaile; £dsw and Iſrael, whether ſingle or conjoyned, had periſhed by 
the drought of the defart,by the ſword of Moab; One Jehoſhaphat gives them both 
life, and victory : It is in the power of one good man rooblige a world; wee receive 
true (though inſenſible) favours from the preſence of the righteons; Next to being 
good,it is happy to converſe with them thar are ſo: if wee be not bettered by their 
example, we are bleſt by their protection. | Lo 

Who wonders not to heare a Prophet call for a Minſtrell, in the middeſt of that 
mournfull diſtrefſe of 1/7ae/and Ids? Who would not have expected his Charge of | 
teares and prayers,rather than of Muſick? How unſeaſonable are ſongs to an heavy 
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heart? It was not for their eares,1t was for his owne boſome, that Eliſha called for 


Muſicke : that his ſpirits after their zealous agitation, might be ſweetly compoſed « 
and put intoa meet temper,for receiving the calme viſions of God : Perhaps it wa: 
ſome koly Levite,that followed the Campe of /ehoſhaphar,whoſe minſtrelfie was re- 
[ad for ſoſacred apurpoſe : None but a quiet breaſt is capable of divine Revela. 
tions; Nothing is more powerfull to ſettle a troubled heart than a melodions har. | 
mony; The Spiritof Prophecie was nor the more invited, the Prophets Spirit was 
the better diſpoſed,by pleaſing ſounds : The ſame God that will reveale his will to 
the Prophet, ſuggeſts this demand; Bring me a Minſtrel, How many ſay thus whey 
they would put God from them > Profane mirth, wanton muſicke debauches the 
ſoule; and makes no lefſe roome for the uncleane ſpirit,than ſpiritual! melody doth 
for the Divine. | 

No Prophet had ever the Spirit at command; The handofthe Minſtrel can dong. 
thing without the hand of the Lord; Whiles the Muficke ſounds in the eare, God 
ſpeakes tothe heart of Eliſha. Thus ſaith the Lord, Make this valley full of ditches; Tee | 
ſhall not ſee winde,neither ſhall ye ſee raine, yet that valley ſhall be full of water, &c. T9 
ſee winde,and raine in the hezght of that droughr, would have ſeemedas wonderful, 
as pleaſing;but,to ſee abundance of water, wirhout winde or raine,was yet more mi-| | 
raculous; I know not how the ſight of the meanes abates our admiraticn of theeflect; 
Where nocauſes can be found out, we are forced to confeſſe omniporency; Elyahre- 
leeved 1ſrael with water,but it was out of the clondes,and thoſe clouds roſe fromthe 
ſea;but whence El:ſh« ſhall fetch it,is not more marvellous than ſecret. 

All that evening,all that n1 
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ight mnſt the faith of 7/rael and 1adh bee exerciſed 
| with expeCarion; At the houre of the morning ſacrifice no ſooner did the blood of | 
(that Oblation guſh forth, then the ſtreamesof waters guſhed forth into their new 
channells, and filled the Countrey with a refreſhing moiſture : X/44h fercht downe 
' his fire, atthe houre of the evening ſacrifice : E/:(þa ferchtup his water, at the houre 
;of the morning ſacrifice : God gives reſpe& tohisownehoures, for the encourage- 
ment of our obſervation: If his wiſdome hath ſer us any peculiar times wee cannot 
keepe them withour a bleſſing : The devorions of all true Jewes (all the world 
joyer) werein that houre combined ; How ſeaſonably doth the wiſdome of God 
picke out that inſtant, wherein heemightatonce anſwer both Eliſhaes prophecie, 
and his peoples prayers. 

The Prophet hath afſured the Kings, not of water onely, but of victory; Moab 
heares of enemies,and is addreſſed to warre; Their owne error ſhall cut their throats; 
they riſe ſoone enough to beguile themſelves; the beames of the riſing Sun gliſte- 
'ring upon thoſe vaporous, and unexpected waters, caried in the eyes of ſome Moz- 
'bires a ſemblance of blood; a few eyes were enough to fill all cares with a falſe noile; 
; the deceryed ſenſe miſcaries the imagination; Thi is blood, the Kings are ſurely ſlaine, 
, and they have ſmitten one another; now therefore, Moab to the ſpoile : Civill broyles 
give juſt advantage to a common enemy; Therefore muſt the Camps be ſpoiled,be- 
' cauſe the Kings have ſmitten each other. Thoſe that ſhall be deceived,are given 0- 
| ver tocredulity; The Moabites doe not examine either the conceit,or the report;but | 
; lie in, confuſedly, upon the Campe of Iſrael;whom they finde, too late, to have no 
enemies but themſelves; Asif death would nor have haſtenedenough torhem;they | E 
come to fetch ir,they come tockallenge it; It ſeizeth upon them unavoidably; they! 
are (mitten,their Cities razed, their Lands marred, their Wells ſtopped, their trees 
felled; as if God meant to waſte them butonce. 

No onſets are ſo furious as the laſt aſſaults of the deſperate : The King of M0; 
now hopelefle of recovery;would be glad to ſhut up with a pleaſing revenge, with; 
(ſeven hundred reſolute followers,he ruſhes into the battaile,towards the King of F-' 
,dom;as if he would bid death welcome,might he bur carie with him that deſpighted, 
\neighbour; and now,mad with the repulſe,he returnes : and whether as angry with | 
his deſtiny or as barbarouſly affe&ting to win his cruell gods with ſodeare a facrifice 
hi offers them with his owne haud the blood of his eldeſt ſon in the ſight of 1/7 atl, 
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and ſendshim up in ſmoake to thoſe helliſh Deities. O prodigious att, whether of 
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A | rage,or of deyotion ! What an hand hath Satan over his miſerable vaſſals > What 
marvel! 1s it to ſce men ſacrifice their ſoules,in an unfelt oblation,to thete plauſible 

tempters,when their owne fleſh and blood hath nor beene ſpared 2 There is no Ty- 

rant to the Prince of darkneſle. 
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Eliſha with the Shmoite., 


Yeaxz=23 HE holy Prophets under the old Teſtament,did not abhorre the mari. | 
(x } FEB) age bed; they did not thinke themſelves roo pure for an inſticution of 
BJ FAN their Maker; The diſtreſſed widow of one of the ſonnes of the Pro- 
Sx phets comes to £/54h to bemoane her condirion;Her huſband js dead, 
and dead in debt. Death hathno ſooner ſeized on him, then her rwo 
ſonnes (the remaining comfort of her lite) are to be ſeized on, by hiscreditors, for 
bond-men : How thicke did the miſeries of this poore atflicted woman light upon 
her; Her huſband js loſt ,her eſtate clogged with debts,her children ready to be ta- 
ken for ſlaves: Her huſband was a religious, and worthy man; he paid his debts to 
Nature, he could not to his Creditors; they are cruell And rake in the ſcarce-cloſed 
wound ofher ſorrow, paſſing an arreſt, worſe than death, upon her ſonnes : Widow- 
hood, poverty, ſervitude have conſpired to make her perfitly miſerable. Vertue 
and goodneſſe can pay nodebts; The holyeft man may beddeepe in arrerages, and| 
breake the banke : Not through laviſhneſſe, and riot of expence : (Religion tea- 
ches us to moderate our hands, to ſpend within the proportion of our eſtate) bur 
through either iniquity of times, orevill caſualties. Ahab and lezebel were larely in | 
| the Throne, who can marvell that a Prophet wasin debt ? It was well that any good 
man might have his breath free, though his eſtate were not ; wiltully ro over-laſh 
our abiliry,cannot ſtand with wiſdome,8& good government;bur no providence can 
guard us from crofſes;Holineſſe is no more defence againſt debr,than againſt death : 
Grace can keepeus from unthriftinefſe,notfrom wanr. Whither doth the Prophets 
widow come to bewaile her caſe,but to Elifha?Every ohe would not be ſenſible of 
her afli&ion,or if they would pity, yet conld not releeve her; E/ſha could doe both, 
Into his eare doth ſhe unload her griefes. It is no ſmall point of wiſdome to know 
where to plant our Lamentation; otherwiſe, in ſteadof comfort,we may meet with 
ſcorne and inſultation. 
None can fo freely compaſſionate the hard termes of a Prophet as an Eliſha; Hee 
findes that ſhe is not querulouſly imparient,expreſling her ſorrow without murmu- 
ring,and diſcontentment;making a loving,and honorable menrion of thathnuſband, 
who had lett her diſtreſſed; readily therefore doth he incline ro her ſuccour : What 
ſhall 1 doe for thee? Tell me what haſt thow inthine houſt? Eliſha, when he heares of her 
debt.afkes ofher ſubſtance; Had her houſe beene furniſhed with any valuable com. 
modity, the Prophet implies the neceſſity of ſelling irfor fatisfation; Our owne a- 
bandance can il! ſtand with our ingazement ro others; Ir is great injuſtice for us to 
be full of others purſes : It is not our owne which we owe to another. Whats ir 0-| 
ther then a plauſible ſtealth ro feede our riot with the want of the owner? He thar | 
could mulriply her ſubſtance,could know it;God andhhis Prophet loves ro heare our; 
neceſſities out of our owne mouthes(Thine hand-miid hath not any thing in the koufe 
ſeve 4 pot of 0z1e.)Ir is neither newes nor ſhame for a Prophet to be poore; Grief and | 
want perhaps haſtned his end;both of rhem are left for the dowry of his careful! wi- 
dow; She had complained,if there had been any poſſibility of remedy, ar hotne ; | 
baſhfulnefſe had ſtopt her month thus long,and ſhouldhive done yet longer, if the 
exigence of het childrens ſervitude had not openedir; No want is fo worthy of re- 
leefe, asthat which is loatheſt to come forth. They he ſaid, Goe borrow thee veſſels «- 
broad of all thy nei hbouts, even emptre veſſels, borrow not a UG and when thon art (0mve 
in, thou ſhalt ſat the doore upon thee, and upon thy ſons, and ſhalt powre dut into all theſe 
veſſels, andthouſhals ſet aſidethat which # ful. TE ds © a ran” Ry 
Shee that owed much, and had nothing, yet tnuſt bofrow more, that ſhee bop! 
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doubt to lend her thoſe veſſels empty, which they had grudged full : Her want was 
too well knowne; it could not but ſeeme ſtrange to the ne1ghbours,to ſee this Poore 
widow ſo buſily peſtring her houſe with empty rubs; which they knew ſhee hag 
nothing to fill; they knew'well enough ſhee had neither field nor vineyard, noror- 
chard,and therefore muſt needs marvell at ſuch nnprofitable diligence : If their c@. 
riofity would be inquiring after her intentions, ſhee 1s commarded ſecrecy, The 
doores muſtbe ſhut upon her ſelfe,and her ſonnes; whiles the oyle is incre aling: No 
eye ſhall ſee the miracle in working,enow ſhall ſee it once wrought; This a&t was no 
lefſe a proofe of her faith,than an improvement of hereſtate;itwas an exerciſe of her 
deyorion,as well as of her diligence; it was fit her doores ſhould be ſhut,whiles her 
heart and lips were opened in an holy invocation; Out of one ſmall Jarre was pow- 


Scarce had that pot any bottome : At leaſt the botrome thar it had, was to bee mea- 


L1 »XIK | 


pay all: Poverty hadnorſo diſcredired her with her neighbpurs, that they ſhowd) x 


red out ſo much oyle, as by miraculous multiplication filled all that empty caſke : | 


ſured by the brims of all thoſe veſſels; this was ſo deepe, as they were high; Could 
they haye held more, this pot had not been emptie : Even fo the bounty of our 
God gives grace,& glory,according to the capacity of the receiver;when he ceaſeth 
co infuſe, it 1s for want of roome in the heart that takes it in; Could we hold more, 
O God,thou wouldeſt give more; If there be any defeRiris in our veſſels,not in thy 
beneficence; How did the heart of this poore widow runne over, as with wonder, 
ſo,with joy and thankfulnefle, to ſee ſuch a 11ver of oyle riſe out of ſo ſmall a ſpring, 
to ſee all her veſſels ſwimming full with ſobeneficiall a liquor; Juſtly is ſhce affeted 
with this ſight, ſhe is not tranſported from herduty; I doe nor ſee her run forth in- 


| to the ſtreet, and proclaime her ſtore, nor calling inher neighbours, whether to ad- 


mire or bargaine; I ſee her running to the Prophets doore, and gratefully acknow- 
ledging the favour, and humbly depending on his direCtions, as not daring to dif- 
| poſe of that, which was ſo wondrouſly given her , without the advice of him, b 

| whoſe powerfull meanes ſhe had receivedir; Her owne reaſon might have ſuffici- 


God, If we would walke ſurely, we muſt doe nothing without a word; Every ati- 
10n, every motion muſt have a warrant; We.can no moreerre with this guide, than 
not erre without him. | 

The Prophet ſets her jn a right way; Goe ſel the oyle', and pay the debt, and live, 
thou, and thy children, on the reſt, The firſt care is of her debts,the next, ofher main- 


| 
j 


and penurie. os 


cerned himſelfe. 


/hquſe-rent : Oh happy Shwnamice that mighrmake her ſelfe the Hoſteſſe of £/ſb« 
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jcntl ſuggeſted what to doe; ſhe dares not truſt ir, but conſults with the Oracle of 
{ 


tenance, Ir (hould be grofſe1njuſtice to raiſe meanes for her ſelfe, and her charge,ere 

{he have diſcharged the arrerages of her huſband; None of the oyle was hers,ril! her| 
credirors were ſarisfied; all was hers that remained; Ir is but ſtealth to enjoy a bor-| 
rowed ſubſtance; Whiles the had nothing,it was no fin to'owe; but when once her 
veſſels were full,the could nothaye beeneguiltleſle, if ſhe had not paid, before (hee| + 
' ſtored. God and his Prophets were-bountifull; after the debrs paid, they provide 
not onely againſt the thraldome of her charge,butagainſt the wanr. I: is the juſt care 
of a religious heart to defend the widow and children of a Prophet from diſtrelle; 


Behold the true ſervant, and ſicceſſor of Eljah, What hee did te the Sareptan wi | 
dow, this did tothe widow: of a Prophet; Thar increaſe of oyle was by degrees, | E 
this at once; both equally miraculous; this,ſa much more charitable, as it lefle con-| | 


| He that gives kindneſſes, doth by turnes, receive them; Eſha hath refeeved a 
' poore woman, isreleevedbyarich., The Shanamite, a religious and wealthy ma- 
;tron, invites him to her houſe, and now after the firſt entertainment, finding bis oc-: 
icafions to call him toa frequent paſſage, tharwway, moves her huſband to ſer up,and! 
\fyrniſha lodging for the man af God, It was his holineſſe that made her deſirons of| 
lucha gueſt; Well might ſhe hope that ſuchan Inmate would pay ableſling for his 


As no leſſe dutifull chan godly, ſhe imparts herdefire ro her huſbard; whom her fate 
| hath drawrie toa partner(bip m this holy, hoſpicality; Bleſſed of ,Ged is that par 
| | ©. 7... Mae! 
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whole bed yeelds him an help to heaven. The good Shanamite dcfjres not to har. 
bour El:ſha in one of her wonred lodgings,ſhe ſollicites her huſband to build him | 
achamber on the wall apart:the knew the tumulrt of alarge tamily'unfir for the qui- 
et meditations of a Prophet : retirednefle is moſt meet for the thonghrs of a Secr : 
Neither would he bring him to bare walls, but ſers ready for him a bed, a table, a| 
ſtoole, and a Candleſticke, and what ever neceffary utenſils for his entertainment : 
The Propher doth not afte& delicacy, ſhee rakes care to provide for his conveni- 
ence; Thoſe that are truly pious,and deyout, think their houſes and their handscan- 
not be too open to the meſſengers of God;& are moſt glad ro exchan ge their carth- 
ly commodities for the others ſpirituall. Superfluity ſhould not fall within the care 
of a Propher,neceſlity muſt : he thar could provide oyle for the widow. could have | 
provided all needfull helpes for himſelfe:What roome had there been for the chari-' 
ty and beneficence of others, if the Propher ſhould have alwayes maintained him-| 
ſelfe our of power ? | 
The holy mans ſofarre ſociable asnot to negle& the friendly offer of ſo kinde a | 
benefaftor : Gladly doth he rake up his new lodging : and, as well pleaſed with fo | 
quiet a repoſe, and carefullatrendance, he ſends his ſervant GeheF with the meſſage | 
of his thankes, with treaty of retribution : Behold, thou haſt beene carefull for us, |. 
with allthis care : What «10 be done for thee > Wouldeſt thou bee {poken for tothe King, | 
or to the Captaine of the Hoſt ? An ingenuous diſpoſition cannot receive favours with- | 
ont thoughts of returne : A wiſe debtor is defirous to retribute in ſuch kinde, as | 
may bee moſt acceptable to his obligers : without this diſcretion, wee may offer | 
ſuch requitals, as may ſeeme goodly to us, to our friends, worthleſſe: Every one can | 
chooſe beſt for himſelfe; Zhſha therefore (who had never beene wanting in ſpiritu- 
all duties to ſo hoſpitall a friend) gives the Shunamite the election of her ſuit, for 
cemporall recompence alſo; No man can be a loſer by his favour to a Prophet. Ir is 
a good hearing that an E/;fha is in ſuch grace ar the Court, that he can promiſe him- 
ſelfe acceſle to the King, in a friends fait: It was not ever thus; the rime was, when 
his maſter heard, Haſt thou found me, 0 mine enemy : Now the lare miracle which E- 
[;ſba wrought in gratifying the three Kings, with water, and victory, hath endeared 
him to the King of 7/rae/;and now,Who but Eliſha? Even that rough mantle findes 
reſpe&t amongſt thoſe ſilkes and tiflues: As bad as Tehoram was,yet he honored the 
man of God: He that could not prevaile with an Idolatrons King, in a ſpiritual re- 
formation,yet can cary a civill ſuit;Neither doth che Propher in a ſullen diſcontent-+ 
ment,fly offfrom rhe Court,becauſc he found his labours unprofitable, bur ſtil holds 
yood termes with that Prince,whom he cannot reclaime,8& will make uſe notwith- 
ſtanding of his countenance in matrers,whether of courteſie,or juſtice;We may not 
caſt off our due reſpeds even to faulty authority ; bur muſt ſtill ſubmir and perſiſt, 
where we are repelled:Not to his owne advancement doth £/:ſha deſire roimprove 
the Kings favour,butto the behoofe,to the releefe of others; If the Shunamite have 
| bufineſſe at the Court, ſhe ſhall need noother Solicitor, There cannotbe a better of. 
| fice,nor more beſeeming a Prophet,than to ſpeake in the cauſe of the dumbe,to be- 
| friend the oppreſſed,to win greatneſle unto the protection of innocence. | 
The good matron needs no ſhelter of the great; 1 dwel{/among mine owne people, as 
p | if ſhe ſaid; The courteſie isnot ſmall in it ſelfe,bur not uſefull ro me;] live here qui- 
| etly in a contented obſcurity, out of the reach either of the glories, or cares of a 
| Court;free from wrongs,free from envies:Not ſohigh as to provoke an evil eye,not 
| folowas to be troden on; I have neither feares,nor ambitions; my neighbours are 
| my friends; my friends are my protectors;and(ift I ſhould be ſo unhappy.asto be the 
| ſubject of maine injuries)would not ſtick to be mine Advocates; This favour 1s for 
' thoſe that either afte& greatneſſe,or groane under opprefſions; I doe ncirher, for 
\ live among my owne people. O $hunamite, thou ſhalr not eſcape envy ! Who can heare 
; of thinehappy condition,and not ſay, Why am not 1:hus ? If the world affoord any 
perfe& contentment, it 15 in a middle eſtate, equally diſtant from penury, from ex- | 
ceſſe; itis in acalme freedome,a ſecure tranquillity,a ſweet fruition of our ſelves, of 
ours; Bur what hold isthere of theſe earthly things?How long is the. Shunamite thus 
Mmmmm - bleſſed | 
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(ontemplations. 


0, 


bleſſed with peace?ſtay but a while, you ſhall ſee her come on her knees to the King |, 


of 1ſ+ael,pititully complaining that ſhe was ſtripped of honſe,and land:and now ce. 


Lis.XIY- 


hezi is faine to doe that good office for her, which was nor accepred from hismaſter. 
Thoſe that ſtand faſteſt upon earth have bur {lippery footing : no man can ſay that 
he ſhall not need friends. | | HET 

Modeſty ſealedup the lips ofthe good Shnnemite : ſhee was aſhamed to confeſſe 
her longing: Gehez: eaſily gueſſed thather barrennefle could not bur be her afflition 
ſhee was chi'dlefſe, her huſband old: Z/:ſba gratifies her with the newes of a ſonne: 
About this ſeaſon according t0 the time of life, thou ſhalt embrace a ſome : How liberallis 
God, by his Propher, in giving beyond her requeſts : not ſe|dome doth his bounty 
over-reach our thoughts, and meet us with thoſe benefits, which wee thought too 
good for us toaſke. Greatneſſe and inexpeCation makes the bleſling ſeeme incredi. 
ble, Nay, my Lord, thou man of God,gve not lie to thine hand-maid : Wee are never ſure 
enough of what we defire : Wee are not more hard to belceve,than loath to diſtruſt 
beneficiall events:She well knew the Prophets holinefle could not ſtand with wilful} 
falſhbood; perhaps,ſhe mightthinke it ſpoken by way of tryall, not of ſerious affirma: | 
tion; as unwilling therefore that it ſhould nor be,and willing to heare that pleafin 
word ſeconded,ſhe ſayes, Doe nos lieto thine hand-maid. Promiſes are made good, 
not by iteration, but by the effe; The Shunamite conceives,and beares a ſon, at the 
ſet ſeaſon : How glad a mother ſhe was,thoſe know beſt, that have mourned under 
the diſcomfort of a ſad ſterility. The childe growes up,and 1s now able to finde out 
his father in the field, amongſt his Reapers:His father now grew youngagaine with 
the pleaſure of his fight;and more joyed in this ſpring of his hopes, than in all the 
crops of his harveſt; But whatſtability is there in theſe earthly delights 2 The hot 
beames of the Sunne beat upon that head which roo much care had made tender,and 
delicate; The child complaines to his father, of his paine ; Oh that grace could 
teach us, what nature teaches Infants, in all our troubles tro bemoane our felvesto 
our heavenly father ! He ſends him to his mother; upon her lap, about noone , the 
child dies;as ifhe would returne his ſoule into thatbofome, from which it was deri- 
ved to him;The good Shanemte hath loſt her ſonne, her faich ſhe hadnot loſt; Pat- 
fion hath not robbed her of her wiſdome; As not diſtrafted with an accident fo ſud- 
den,ſo ſorrowfull, ſhe layes her dead childe upon the Prophets bed, ſhe lockes the 
doore;ſhee hides her griefe,leſt that conſternation might hinder her deſigne;ſbe ha- 
ſtens to her huſband,and(as notdaring to be other than officious in ſo diſtreſſe-tull 
an occafion)acquaints him with herjourney, (though not with the cauſe) requires 
ofhim both attendance,and conveyance;ſhe poſts to mount Carmel: ſhe cannot fo 
ſoone finde out the man of God, as hee hath found her ; He ſees her afarre off, and 
like a thankefull gueſt, ſends his ſeryant haſtily ro meet her, to inquire of the 
health of her ſelfe, her huſband, her childe ; Her errand was not to Gehez: , it 
was to Eliſha; nomeſſenger ſhall interrupt her; no eare ſhall receive her complaint 
but the Prophers ; Downe ſhee fals paſſionately at his 'feere, and, forgetring the 
faſhion of her baſhfull ſtrangeneſſe, layes hold of them , whether in an humble 
veneration of his perſon, or in a fervent deſire of fatisfattion. Gehezi, who well 
knew how uncouth, how unfit this geſture of ſalutation was for his maſter, offers 
ro remove her, and admoniſheth her of her diſtance ; The mercifull Propher eaſt- 
ly apprehends that no ordinary occaſion could ſotranſport a grave, and well-go- 
verned matrone; as therefore pitying her unknowne paſſion , hee bids, Let ber 
alone, for her ſoxle i vexed within ber. and the Lord hath hid it from mee, and hath nol 
told mee. Tf extremitie of griefe have made her unmannerly, wiſe and holy Zl:ſpa 
knowes how to pardon it; Hee dares not adde ſorrow to the aflicted; hee cal 
betterbeare an unſeemelineſſe in her greeting, than cruelty in her moleſtation. 
Great was the familiarity that the Prophet had with his God; and as friends are 
wont mutually to impart their counſells ro each other, ſo had the Lord done to 


| 


WY 


| 


D 


him;Eſha was not idle on mount Carmel;What was it that he ſaw not from thence? 
Not heaven onely, but the world was before him, yer the Shunamites loſle 15 con- 


cealed from him: neither doth he ſhame to confeſſe it; Oft-times thoſe that know 


greater. 


— 


Lin. XIX\ Eliſhawith the Shunamite. 


A\S 


-— — - w— - =_ —  -- oo ww 


earer matters may yet be ignorant ofthe leſſe:It is no diſparagementto any finite 
creature not to know ſomerhing. By her mouth will Godrell the Prophet, whatby | 
viſion he had not; Then ſhe ſaid, Did I deſire « ſonne of my Lord? D14 1 hot ſay, doe not | 
deceive me? Deep ſorrow is ſparing of words; The expoſtulation could not be more | 
ſhort, more quick, more pirhy : Had I begged a ſonne, perhaps my importuniry 
_ have been yeelded to, in anger; Too much deſire is juſtly puniſhed with 
loſle. It is no marvell if what we wring from God,proſper not; This favour to mee 
was of thine owne motion; Thy ſuit, O El;jbs.made me a mother: Coulditthou in: | 
rend co torment me with a bleſſing ? How much more eafie had the want ofa ſonne 
been,than the mil: cariage? Barrennefſe than orbation 2 Was there no other end of! 
my having a ſon, than that I might loſe him?O man of God,let me nor complaine of 
a cruell kindneſle;rhy prayers gave me a fon,ler thy prayers reſtore him;ler not my 
duritull reſpects tothee be repaid with an aggravation of miſery; give riot thine 
handmaid cauſe ro wiſh that I were bur ſounhappy as thou foundeſt me;Oh wofull | 
fruitfulneſſe,if I muſt now fay,That I had a ſonne. | h 

I know not whether the morher,or the Prophet were more afflited,the Prophet 
for the mothers ſake, or the mother for herowne, Nota word of reply doe we heare 
fromthe mouth of El:fha, his breath is onely ſpent in the remedy; Hee ſends his 
ſervant wich all ſpeed, to lay his ſtaffe upon the face of the child; charging him to 


able to beate away death,why did he fend it? and ifupon that ſuppoſition hee ſent 
it, how was it that it failed of effect ? was this aft done out of humane conceit , nor | 
out of inſtin&t from God? Ordid the want ofthe mothers faith hinder the ſaccefſe 


of his mefſage can looſe her fingers : As the Lord liveth. and as thy ſoule livah, 1 will 


 |reach up to heaven to knocke at thoſe gates, yeato wrench them open; He applies 


of that cure? She,not regarding the ſtaffe,or the man, holds faſt ro Eſha; No hopes 


notleave thee - Shee imagined that the ſervant, the ſtaffe might be ſevered from E1;- 
ſha,ſhe knew that where ever the Prophet was,there was power; Ic is good relying 
on thofe helpes that cannot faile us. 


his lodging taken up by that pale carkeiſe; he ſhuts his doore,and fals ro his prayers; | 
this ſtaffe of his (what ever became of the other) was long enough (hee knew) to 


his body to thoſe cold and ſenſelefſe limbs; By the fervour of his ſoule he reduces 
that foule, by the hear of his body he educeth warmth our of that corps : The child | 
neeſeth ſeven times. and as if his ſpirit had been but hid for the time,ror departed,ir 
fals ro worke afreſh; the eyes looke up,the lippes and hands move ; The mother is | 
called in to receive anew life,in her twice-given ſonne : ſhe comes in, fall of joy, 
full of wonder,and bowes her ſelfe to the ground,and fals downe before thoſe feer, | 
which ſhe had ſo boldly Jaid hold of in Carmel, Oh ſtrong faith of the Shunamite, 


that could not be diſcouraged with the ſeizure,and continuance of death; railing up | 
her heart ftillro an expeCation of that life, which to the eyes of nature had beene 


impoſſible,irrevocable; Oh infinite goodnefſe of the Almighty, that would not ſuf- 
er ſach faith to be fruſtrare,that would rather reverſe the lawes of nature, in rctur- 
ning a gueſt from heaven, andraifing acorps from death, than the confidence ofa} 
beleeving hearr ſhould be diſappointed.  - 


Both of them divided the waters of /ordan,the one as his laft act,the other as his firſts 
Elj«hs curſe was the death of the Capraines,and their troups; E/ſhaes curſe was the 


pliedthe drought of 1ſ-aet by raine from heaven; Eſha ſupplied the droughr of the 
three Kings by warters guſhing our of the earth; 14h increaſed rhe oyle of the S4- 
repran; Eliſha increaſed the oyle of the Prophers widow: Elyab rayſed from death 
the Sereprans ſon; Eliſha the Shanamites : Bothof them had one mantle, one ſpirit; 
both of them climbed up one Carmel,one heaven, 


COTA WNESS i i jy, 


ayoide all the delayes of the way : Had not the Prophet ſuppoled that ſtaffe of his | 


Merit and importunity have drawne E/:ſha from Carmel to Shuners : Hee findes I 


How true an heire is Eliſha of his maſter,not in his graces only,but in his ations? | 


death of the children: Z/jahrebuked i_4hab to his face; El:fha 1choram: Elgah ſup- 
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! mouth withour his owne deteſtation;the baſeſt ſſave of Syria would: not. 
{ſkins with him, if he might havehis honour toboot: Thus hath the wiſe God thought 
| meet to ſauce the valour,dignity,renowne,victories,of the famous :Generall of the 


ted with Rimmen;and beſides his [dolatry, hee was a profefied enemy to 1/rael,” and 
ſucceſſefull in his enmity:How far doth God fetch about his purpoſes? The leprofie, 


[brew girle isa meanes romake the greateſt Lord of $yrie,a ſubjet to God; It isgood 


- (ontemplations. 


Eliſha with Naaman. 


'F the full ſhowers of grace which fell npon /ſ74el 8 1udah, yet ome 
drops did light upon their neighbonrs:If 1/rae! be the worle tor her 
neereneſſe to Syria,Syria 3s the berter for the vicmity. of 1ſrael, A- 
| mongſt the worſt of Gods enemies ſome are ſingled out for mercy. 
NS | Naawman was a great Warriour,an honourable Courtier,yeta Leper,| 
E C2 no diſeaſe incident rothe body is ſonaſty, ſo loathſome, as Leyro- 
fie. Greatnefſe can ſecure no man from the moſt odious and wearifome condition: 
how little pleaſure did this Syrian Peere take,to be ſtooped to by others, whiles he 


ther than abhorred of thoſe that flattered him; yea his hand could not move to his 


Syriazs;Seldome eyer wasany man ſerved with ſimple favours; Theſe compoſitions 
make both our croſſes tolerable ,and our bleſſings wholeſome. jo 
The body of Naaman was not more tainted with his lepry,than his foule was tain- 


the hoſtility of Nazman ſhall be theeccaſions of his falyation ; "That leprofie ſhall 


Iſracl a little maidis taken captive; (he ſhall atrendon:Naemans wife; and ſhall ſup- 
geſt toher miſtreſſe the miraculous cures of E/:ſha.A' ſmall chink may ſerve to letin 
much light;Her report findes credit in the Court,and begers both a letter from the 
King and a journey of his Peere;whiles the Syrians. thought of nothing but: their 
booty, they bring happinefle torhe houſe of N4aman; The captivity .of a poore He- 


to acquaint our children with the workes of God, with the praifes. of his Prophets, 
Litle doe we know how they may improve this knowledge,and whither they may 


weakeſt intimatios may not be negle&ed: A childe,a ſervar, aſtriger may ſay that, 
which we may blefſe God to have heard: How well did it become'the. month of an 
{ſraclite to extoll a Propher;towitſh the cure of her maſter,though an4ramite;to ad- 
viſe that journey,unto the man of God, by whom both body and'fonle might becu- 
red: True Religion teacheth us pious and charitable. refpeRts ro-our' Governours, 
chough Aliens from the Conmon-wealth of God: i Go 

No man that I heare blames the credulity of Naam; upon :no other ground 
doth the King of Syria ſend his chiefe Peere,with his letters to'the King of ſrl; 
from his hands requiring the Cure: The $yrian ſuppoſed, that what-eves a ſubject 
could doe,a Soveraigne might command;rhat ſach'a Propher corld'neither beour 
of the knowledge,nor out of the obedience to his Prince; never didhee'dreameiot 
any exemption,bur imagining 1ehoramsto be no lefſea King of-Prophers ,: thani of 
people,and Eliſha no lefſea ſubje&,thana Seer,he wrires,Now mbenthis lerter is comme. 
to thee, behold,l have herewith fent Naaman my ſervant to thee thai thou maiſt recover him; 


"of 


of his leproſie.Great is the power of Princes:every mans hand is theirs, whether for 
{kill,or for ſtrength: Beſides the eminency oftheir owne gifts allche ſabordinateet+! 
cellencies of their ſubje&s,are no leſſear their ſervice,than ifthey: were inhetentth; 
heir perſons:Great men are wanting to their owne perfectionsibrhey.do notbort 
know, and exerciſe the'graces of their inferiors. 1 07 ah ns B07 

The King of 1ſ7ae/ cannot read the Jetrer wichout amazement'of heart, xirhout 


rending of garments.8&ſaies; 4m1Ged,to kill &rto make alive that this may ſendes to me, 


L1z/XIX. 


hated to ſee himſcIfe:Even thoſe that honoured him,avoided him;neither washeo-|Þ 


make his ſoule ſound; That hoſtility ſhall adopt him a ſon of God; In fome proſpe. C 
| rous in-rodes,that the Syrians under Naamars condutt have made into the landof 


carie it; perhaps the remoteſt Nations may light cheir.candle ar theircoale:Eventhe|p 


fo recover a man of his leproſie? Wherefore conſider, ſee, 1 pray you, how he ſeeketh a qua! " 
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|rhan to bereave it,more than to continuen, more than to give it: And if leproſie be 


nothing was more dreadfull ro him, than the frownes of theſe .Hramites : The 
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rell againſt me? Tf God have vouchſafed ro call Kings, Gods; 1t weli becomes Kings 
ro cal! themſelyes, men;and toconfeſſe the diſtance wherein they ſtand to their Ma: 
ker:Man may kill, man cannot kill and make alive;yea of himſelte he can do neither: 
with God,a Worme,or a fly may kill a man; withourGodno Potentate can doe it : | 
much leſſe can any created power both kill,and revive: ſince to reftore life is more 


a death, what humane power caneitherinfli&,or cure'ic : It is a trouble to a well-af: 
fe&ed heart toreceive impoſſible commands : To require thartof aninferiour which 
is proper tothe higheſt,is a derogation:from that ſupreame power whoſe property 
itis : Had Iehoram beene truly religious, the injury done to his Maker in this moti- 
on, (as he tooke it) had more afflited) him, than the danger of his owne quarrel, | 
Belike, El:fha was not in the thoughts of the King of Frael :. Hee might have heard | 
that this Prophet had madealive one, whom he killednot:: Himſelfe with the two 
other Kings had beene eye-witneſſes of what El;ſha: could . doe : yet now, the 
Calves of Darn and Bethel have fo often taken up hishearr., that there is no roome 
for the memory of Eliſha; whom hee ſued coin his extremity, now his proſperi: 
ty hath forgotten : Carnall hearts (when need drives them) can think of GO D, 
and his Prophet ; when their turne1s ſerved, can as utterly negle&t chem; as ifthey 
were not. A = If 
Yer cannot good Eliſha repay negle&, and forgerfulnefſe: Heliſtens what is done 
at the Courr, and finding the diſtreſle of his Soveraigne, profers that ſervice, which 
ſhould have beene required; Wherefore haſt thou rent thy cloathes ;, Let him come now 
to mee, and hee ſhall know that there tis a Prophet in Iſrael. It was no ſmall fright,from 
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= 
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which Eliſha delivers his King : /choram was in awe of the Syrians, ever ſince their 
late vi&orie, wherein his father _4 hab was ſhaine, Iſrael and Judah diſcemfited : 


quarrell which he ſuſpeted to be hatched.by them, is cleared by £ſha : their Le- 
per ſhall be healed; both they, and Iſrael ſhall know they have neglefed a God, 
whoſe Propher can doe wonders : Many eyes, doubtleſle, are faſtened upon the i{- 
ſte of this meſſage. But what ſtate 1s this that E/ſhs rakes upon htm; hee doth nor 
ſay, 1 will cometobim; but, Let bim come now to mee : The three Kings came downe 


"Ro 


| and unlikelihood : Goe,and waſh in lordan ſeven times,and thy fieſh ſhall come againe' to 


once to his Tent, it is no marveil, if hee prevent not the journey of a Syrian 
Courtier : It well beſeemes him that will bee a ſuiter for favour , ro bee obſequi- 
ous : Wee may not ſtand upon termes of our labour, or dignity,where wee expe 
a benefit': Naaman comes richly attended with his troupes of ſervants and horſes, 
and waites in his Charet at the doore of a Prophet : I doe not heare Eliſha call 
him in;for though he were great, yet he was leprous : neither doe I fee E/;fhacome 
forth to him, and receive him with ſuch outward courtefies,as mightbe fit for an ho- 
nourable ſtranger; for in thoſe rich cloathes the Prophet ſaw an Aramite, and per- 
haps ſome tinQure of the late-ſhed blood of Iſrael;Rather,tharhe mighr make a per- 
fe triall of the humility of that man, whom he meanes to gratifie.and honour, after 
ſome ſhort attendance at his doore,he ſends his ſervant witha meſſage to that Peere, 
who could nor bur thinke the meaneſt of his retinue, a berter man than GeheFies 
Maſter. | | 
Whar could the Prophet have done other to the I acquy of Naamans man? Hee 
that would bee a meer ſubjeCt of mercy, muſt bee throughly abaſed in his owne 
conceit : and muſt be willingly pliable to all the conditions of his humiliation: Yer, 
had the meſſage caried in it either reſpeC to the perſon,or probability of effe&t , it 
conld not have beene unwelcome : but now it ſounded of nothing, but ſullennefle, 


—— —————— 


thee, and thou ſhalt be cleave: What wile man could take this for anyother than a meer 
ſcorne,and mockery ? Goe, waſh? Alas,what can water doe 2 Ir can cleanſe froth fil- 


. 


thineſſe, not from leprofie : And why 1n 7ordan ?- What differs that'from other 
{treames ? and why juſt ſever times?Whatvertue is either in that charinell,or in that 
number ? Nawaz can no more put off nature than leprofie : In what a chafe did he 
fling away from the Prophets doore;and fayes, Am Icomne thus far to ferch a flout 
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[from an Iſraclire? Is his the iſſue both of my journey,andthe Lertersof my kingz| 7 
Could this Prophet finde no man to play npon,but Naamean?Had he meant ſeriouſly 
| why did he thinke himſelfe too good tocome forth untome?Why did he nor touch 
{me with his hand, and blefſe.me with his prayers ,and cure me with his bleſing > Is| 
my miſery fit for his derifion 2.If water could doe it, whatneeded I rocome farre 
for this remedy ? Have I nor oft done thus in vaine > Haye we nor better ſtreames ar 
home, than any Iſrael can afford ? dre nor LAbane and Pharphar, Rivers of D amaſcys 
better thanall the waters of Iſrael ? Folly and pride ſtrive for place in a natural heare 
andit is hard to ſay wherher 15 more predominant. Folly in meafuring the power 
of Gods ordinances by the rule of humane diſcourſe, and ordinary eyent : pride,ina 
| cornefull valuation of the inſtirutions of God, in compariſon of our owne devices, 
| hana and Pharphar, two forone : Rivers,not waters; of Damaſcus, a {tately 
City, and incomparable: Are they not > Who dares deny it? Better, not as: good ; 
than the warers, not the rivers; all the waters, /ordan, andall the reſt;of Iſracl,a beg- 
garly region to Dameſcxz. No where ſhall we finde a truer patterne of the diſpoſi- 
tionof Narure;how ſhe isalt@gether led by ſenſe,and reaſon; how ſhe fondly judges 
of all obje&s by the appearance, how the acquaints her ſelfeonely with the common 
rode of Gods proceedings; how ſhe ſtickes to her owne principles, how ſhe miſcon- 
ſtraes the intentions of God, how ſhe over-conceirs her owne, how ſhee diſdaines| 
{the meane conditions of others, how ſheupbraidsher oppoſites with the proud com- 
pariſon of her owne priviledges. | 
Natare is never but like her felfe:No marvellifcarnall mindes deſpiſe the fooliſh- 
nefſe of preaching,the ſimplicity of Sacraments,the homelineſſe of ceremonies, the 
ſeeming inefficacy ofcenſares: Theſe men Jooke upon 1ordan with Syrian eyes;One 
drop of whoſe water ſet apart by divine ordination, hath more vertue, than all the 
ftreames of Abana, and Pharphar. ip 
It is a good matter fora man to be attended with wiſe and faithful followers:Ma- 
ny a one hath had hetter counſell from his heeles,than from his elbowes : Naamans 
ſetvants were his beſt friends : they came tohim,and ſpake ro him, and ſaid, My F«- 
ther, If the Prophet had bid thee doe ſome great thing, mouldſt thou not have done it > How 
mach rather then, when he ſaith tothee, Waſhand be cleane, Theſe men were ſervants, 
not of the humour,bur of the profit of their maſter:Some ſervile ſpirits would have 
caredonely to ſooth up, not to benefit their Governour, and would have cncoura- 
ged his rage, by their owne : Sir, will you take this at the hand of a baſe fellow ?|p 
{was ever man thus flouted 2 Will you let him carie it away thus? Is any harmelefle 
anzer ſufficient revenge forfuchan inſo!ence?Giyes us leave at leaſt to pull him out 
by the eare*,and force him to doe that by. , *olence,which he would nor doe out of 
good manners. Let our fingers teach this ſe. /cy Prophet what it is rooffer anaffront 
jtoa Prince of Syria:But theſe men loved more their maſters health, than his paſſion; 
| and had rather therefore toadyiſe,than flatter:to draw him to than follow him 
to evill:Since ic was a Prophet from whom he received this preſcription, they per- 
ſwade him not to deſpiſe 1tzintimating there could be no fault in the ſleightneſle of 
the receit,fo long as there was no defeFof power in the commander;that rhe yertuc 
of the cure ſhould be in his obedience,not in the nature of theremedy : They pet- 
{wade, and prevaile. Next to the Prophet, Names may thanke bis ſervants that he 
is not a Leper:: He goes downe(upon their increaty Janddips ſeven times in /0rden, 
| hisfleſh riſeth, his Leproſie vaniſheth : Northe unjuſt fury and techineſſe of the pa- 
tient ſhall crofſe the cure:leſt whiles God is ſevere,the Prophet ſhould be diſcredr 
red.Long enough might Naewen have waſhed there in vaine, if El;ſhs had nor ſent 
him:Many a Leper hath bathed 1n that ſtreame,and hath come forth noleſſe impure: 
It 1s the word,the ordinance of theAlmighty which puts efficacy into thoſe meancs 
[which of themſelvesare both impotent and improbable : What can our Font doto 
the waſhing away of ſinne?If Gods inſtitution ſhall putvertue into our 18rdan,jit fhal 
|{coure off the ſpirituall leprofies of our hearts; and ſhall more cure the ſoule, than 
cleanſe the face, | ry 


| How joyfull is Naaway to ſee this change of his ſkin,this renovation of his fell, 
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A {of his life: Neverdid his heart findeſach warmth of inward gladneſle, as in . 


| theſe miraculous powers are fo far tranſcending the valuatio of all earthly pelfe,thar 


| no where but in his choſen Sion. This honeſt Syrian will beremoving God home to 


—— Tr ny 


{treame. | 4 
Upon the ſight of hisrecoyery,he doth not poſte home to the C ourt,or rohis fe 
mily,ro call for witneſſes, for parcaers of his joy; bur thankfully returnes tothe Pro- | 
pher,by whoſe meanes he received this mercy : He comes back with more content- 
ment than hedeparted with rage : Now will the man of God be ſcene of chat reco- 
yered Syrian, whon! he would nor ſee leprous : His preſence ſhall be yeelded tothe 
gratularion which wasnot yeeldedto the fait: Purpoſely did Eſha forbeare before, 
char he might ſhare no part of the praiſe of this worke with his Maker, that God 
might be ſo much more magnified, as the meanes were more weake and deſpicable. 
The miracle harh his due worke. Firſt, doth Names acknowledge the God chat 
wrought it;thenthe Propher,by whom he wroughtit : Behold, now 1 know there is oo! 
God in «ll the earth but m1ſracl. Oh happy S3r1ax,that was at once cured of his lepro=| 
fie,and his miſ-priſon of God : Nazwa was too wiſe.tothink that either the water 
had cured him,or the man: he ſaw a divine power working in both: ſuchas hevain-. 
ly ſoughr from his HeathenDeities: wich the heart cherefore he belecves, with the 
mouth he confeſſes. | 
Whiles he is thus thankfull to the author of his cure, hee is not unmindfull of the | 
inſtrument. Now therefore, I pray thee gake ableſiing of thy ſervant, Naaman came rich- 


ly furniſhed with ten talents of filyer,fixe thouſand peeces of gold, ren changes of 
raiment : Allcheſe and many more would the Syrian Peere have gladly even tobe 
delivered from fo noiſome a diſeaſe: nomaryell if he importunately offer me part 


ofthemro the Prophet, now that he is delivered; ſome teſtimony of thankfulneſſe 
did well,where all carthly recompence was too ſhort : The hands of this man were 
no leſſe fullof thankes,than his month Dry and barren profeſſions of our obligations 
where is power tO requite,are unfit for noble and ingenuous ſpirits. 

Naamas is not more franke 1a offering his gravity, than Zha vehement in re- 
fuſng it, 4s the Lord lieth before whom 1 fland, I mill receive none.Not thathe thought 
the Syriau gold impure : Not that he thonghr it unlawfuli ro take up a gift, where 
he hath laid downe a benefit : But the Prophet will remit of Naamaen purſe, that he 
may win ofhis ſoule : The man of God wouldhave his new Convert ſee cauſe to be 
more enamoured of true piety;whichreacheth her Clients tocontemne thoſe world- 
ly riches and glories, which baſe worldlings adore: and woald have him thinke,thar 


choſe glittering treaſures are worthy of nothing,burtcontempr, in reſpe& thereof: 
Henceis it,that he whorefuſed not the Shunamires table,and ſtoole. and candleſtick 
willnot take Naamens preſent:there is much uſe of godly diſcretion in directing us 
when to open, when to ſhut our hands. 

He that will nor be allowed togive, deſires yet to take it : Shall there not, 1 pray 
thee, bee given to thy ſervant two mules load of earth? For thy ſcruant will henceforth 
offer neither burnt-offering, nor ſacrifice to other gods , but unto the Lord. Iſraclitiſh 
mold lay open tohis cariage, without leave of ELſbs : but Naemay regards not to 
cake it, unleſſe it may be given him,and given him by the Prophets hand: Well did 
chis Syrian find chat the manof God had given a ſupernatural vertue to the water of 
Iſracl,and therefore ſuppoſed he might give the like to his earth:Neither would any | 
earth ſerve him but El:ſbaes, elſe the mold of 1/7acl had been more properly craved 
of the King than the Prophet of Iſrael. 

Doubrleſſe it was deyotion that moued this ſuit : The Syrian ſaw God had a 
propriety in iſracl, and imagines that he will be beſt pleaſed with his owne; On 


ſtrong intentions : He will facritice to the Lord; bur where? in Syria, not in Hie: | 
rufalem : Not the mold,but the Altar is that God reſpects; which he hath allowed ! 


his Cogntry;he ſhould have reſolved to remove his home,to God; And though he 
vowes to offcr no facrifice to any other God, yet he craves leave to offeran outward 


ming te Rimmon;though not for the Idols ſake,yerfor his maſters « 1n 145 thing 


the ſadden was Naaman halfe a Proſelyre, ſtill here was a weake knowledge with | 


the | 


$2 
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_ 


> "3. 


re tn 


(contemplations. E1s.X1X; 

the Lord pardon thy ſervant, that when my maſtur-goeth into the bouſe of Rimmon, to wor-| A 
ſhip there, and hee leaneth on my hand, and 1 bow my ſelfe inthe houſe of Rimmon \ the 
| Lord pardon thy ſervant in thes thing. N aaman goes away reloluteto profeſſe himſelf 
| an Iſraelice for Religion, all the Syr/a» Court ſhall know.that hee ſacrifices upon 
| Ifracliciſh earth,tothe God of Iſrael : they ſhall heare him proteſt: to- have neither 
hearr, nor knee for Rimmer : If he muſt goe into the houſe of that Idoll, ir ſhall bee 
asa ſervant,not as a ſuppliant;his duty to his Maſter {hall cary him; not hisdeyorion 
to his Maſters god ; If his maſter goe to worſhip there, not he;neither doth hee ſay, 
When I bow my ſelfe to the Image of Rimmon; but, in the houſe hee ſhall bow, to be lea. 
nedupon,not to adore ; yet had not Na«man thought thisa fault, he hadnot craved 
a pardon;his heart cold him that a perfect Convert ſhould nor have abidd the roofe, 
the Gght,the ayre of Rimmen; that his obſervance'of an earthly maſter ſhould not 
draw him to the ſemblance of an a&t of outward obſervance to therivall of his ma. 
ſter in Heaven, that a fincere deteſtation of Idolatry could nor ſtarid with fo unſea. 
ſonable a courteſic. \ fi. - 

Farre therefore is Naaman from being apatrerne, ſave of weakneſſe;fince heisyer 
more than halfe a Syrian;ſince he willingly accuſes himſelfe, and inftead of defend- 
ing,deprecates his offence; It is not for us to expect a full (tarure in thecradle of con. 
verſion. As nature,lo grace riſes by many degrees,to perfteCtion;Leprofic wa$in Na«- 
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714x Cured at once,not corruption. | 
| The Prophet,as glad ro ſee him but thus forward,diſmifſes him with a civill vale- 
diction ; Had an Iſraclite made this ſuit,he hadbeen anſ{wered,with a checke, thus 
much from a Syrian was worthy a kinde farewell; They are parted. =. 
Gehezi cannot thus take his leave;his heart is maled up in the rich cheſts of Na«- 
man, and now hegoes to fetch it ; The Prophet and his man had not looked with 
the ſame eyes upon the Syrian treaſure; the one with the eye of contempr, the o- 
ther with the eye of admiration, and coyetous deſire. The diſpoſition of the ma- 
ſter may not be meaſuredby the minde, by theact of hisſervant ; Holy Z/iſha may 
| be attendedby a falſe Gehezi! + Noexamples, no counſels will prevaile with ſome 
hearts; who would not have thought that the follower of Eſha conld bee no other 
then a Saint? yer, after the view of all thoſe miracles,this man is a mirrour of world- | 
linefſe. Hee thinkes his maſter either too ſimple, or too kinde, to refuſe fo juſt a 
preſent from a Syrian; himſelfe will be more wiſe, more frugall ; Deſire baſtens his 
pace,hedoth not goe, but runne after his booty ; Naamar ſees him, and, as true no- 
bleneſſe is ever courteous, alights from his Charet, to meet him; The great Lord of | 
Syria comes forth of his Coach to ſalurea Prophers ſervant : not fearing that hee 
can humble himſelfe over-much toone of El:ſha's family: He greets Gehezz with the 
ſame word wherewith he latcly was dimitted by his maſter : 1s #r peace? So ſud- 
den a meſſenger might ſeeme to argue ſome change. Hee ſoone receives from the 
breathlefle bearer newesof his maſters health,and requeſt : 4/ &s well, My Maſter, 
hath ſent mee, ſaying, Behold,even now there be come to mee from mount Epbraim, two 
young men of the ſounes of the Prophets : Give mee, 1 pray thee, a talent of ſulver, and two 
| changes of garments, Had Gehezi craved areward in his owne name, calling for the 
tee of the Prophets ſervant, as the gaine, fo the offence had beene the leſſe; now, 
reaching ar a greater ſamme, he belies his Maſter, robs Xaaman, burdens his owne 
| foule. What a ſound tale haththe craft of Gehezi deviſed: Of thenumber,the place, 
che quality,the age of his Maſters gueſts? Thar he might ſera faire colour upon that 
pretended requeſt: ſo proportioning the value of his demand,as might both enrich 
himſelfe,and yer well ſtand with the moderation of his maſter. Love of money can 
never keepe good quarter with honeſtie, with innocence : Covetouſnefſe never 
lodged in the heart alone; If ir finde nor, it will breed wickednefſe. What a mint of 
fraud ws isin a worldly breſt?How readily can it coine ſubtle falſhood for an ad- 
vantage = 
How thankfully liberall was this noble Syrian; Gehezi could not be more cager 
in taking,then he was in giving;As glad of ſo happy an occaſion of leaving anypeece 
of histreaſare behinde him, hee forces two talents upon the ſervant of El:ſha 4 we 
indes '__ 
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| A | binds them in two bags,and layes them upon twoof his owne ſervants : his owne/ 
| rrayne ſhall yeeld Porters tq GeheFz + Cheeretulneſſe is the wt praiſe of our bene- 
' | ficence: Bounrifull mindes are as zealous ig over-paying good turnes, as the nig- 
gardly are in ſcanting retributions. : | 
Whar projets doe we thinke Gehez had all the way.? How did hee pleaſe him- | 
ſelfe with the waking dreames of purchaſes,of traffique, of jolly > and now, when | 
| | they are comneto the tower, he gladlydifburdens,and diſmiſſes his two $1rianatten- 
dants,and hides their load,and wipes his monrh,& ſtands boldly before that Maſter, 
whom he had fo foully abuſed : Oh Gehezz | where didſt thou thinke God was this; 
while > Couldeſt thou thus long powre water upon the hands of Z/;ſha,and be either| 
ignorant,or regardleſſe of that undeceivable eye of providence, which was ever fix- 
g | ed uponthy hands,thy rongue,thy heart ? Couldſt thou thus hope co blind the eyes 
of a Seer?Heare thenthy indicement,thy ſentence,fromhim,whom thou thoughteſt 
to have mocked with thy concealment;Whence commeſt thou Gehez1?T hy ſervant went 
no whither He that had beguna lye ro Naaman,ends it to his Maſter : who fo lets his | 
tongue once looſe to a wiltull untruth,ſoone growes impudent in multiplying falſe- | 
hoods.Of what metal 1s the forehead of that man,thar dareslye toa Propher?Whar 
1s this,but ro-our-face the ſenſes ? Went not my heart with thee, when the man turned a- 
zaine from his charet to meet thee 2 Didſt thounor rillnow know, O Gehezi, that Pro- 
phers have ſpirituall eyes,which are not confined to bodily profpedts ? 
| * Didſtthounot know,that their hearts were often ,where they were not ? Didſt 
thou not know that thy ſecreteſt wayes were over-looked by inviſible witneſſes > | | 
C | Heare then and be convinced:Hither chon wenteſt,thus thou faidſt,thns thou didfſt, _— 
thus rhou ſpedſt. What anſwer was now here but confuſion? Miſerable Gehezi, how 
didft thou ſtand pale andtrembling before the dreadfull trikunall of thy ſevere Ma- 
ſter, looking for the wofull ſentence of ſome grievous judgement for ſo haynous an 
offence?1s this a t1me to receive money,and to receive garments,and(which thou hadfſt al- 
ready purchafed in thy conceit)0 /ive-yards,and V ine-yards, andSheep, and O xen, and 
Men-ſervants,and Maid-ſervants?Did my mouth refuſe,that thy hands might take ? 
Was I ſo carefall to win honour to my God,andcredit to my profeſlion, by denying 
theſe Syrian preſents,that thou migheſt daſh both in receiving chem 2 Was there no 
way to enrich thy ſelfe,but by belying thy Maſter;by diſparaging ct:is holy function 
in the eyes of a new convert? Since thou. would(t needs therefore take part of Naa- 
D | -azs treaſure,take part wich him in his Leprofie,T he leprojie of Naaman, ſhall cleave 
wntothce,and unto thy ſeed for ever.Oh heavy talents of GeheFz ! Oh the horror of this | 
one unchangeable fuir, which ſhall never be bur loathſomely white, noyſomely un. 
cleane!How much better had beena lighr purſe, and an homely coar, with a ſound | 
body,a cleare ſoule? Too latedoth that wretched man now finde, that he hath loa- 
ded himſelfe with a curſe,that he hathclad himſelfe with ſhame:His:fin ſhall be read 
ever in his face,in his ſeed; All paſſengers, all poſterities thall now fay, Behold the 
chara&ers of Geheztes coveroulneſle,traud, facriledge ! The a&t overtakes the word, 
He went out of his preſence a Leper as white as ſnow.[t is a wofull exchange that Gehez; | 
hath made with Naaman;Naaman becamea Leper,returned a Diſciple; Gehezz came | | 
a Diſciple,returned a Leper:Naamas left.-behind both his diſeaſe and money; Gehez; 
r | takes up both his money and his diſeaſe. Now ſhalGebezi never lookups himſelf, but | 
he (hall think of Naawan whoſe ſkin is transferred upon -him with thofe Talents;and | 
ſhall weare our the reſt ofhis daycs in ſhame,andpaine,and ſorrow : His tearesmiay |, 
waſh off the guiltof his ſin;ſhall not(like another Jordan)waſh oft his Leprofie, that | 
ſhall eyerremaine asan hereditary monument of divine ſeverity. This ſonne of the 
Prophets ſhall'more lond 8& lively preach the Juſtice of God by his face, than others 
by their rongne. Happy was ir for him, if -whiles his ſkin was ſnow+white with! Le- 
| ptofic,his hunibled ſoule were waſhed white as ſnow wich the water'pt true repen- 
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| Heisrich;not thathach the world, butrhat can contemne it. = "crore; 


—_— - - 
-- 


that dwell now contentedly underrude ſtickes, will not refuſe the. ſquared ſtones, 


Prophets ſhon'd have convenience of dwelling, though not pompe, notcoſtlineſle. 


(ontemplations. 


Eliſha rai/mp the Iron, blinding the eA ſſyrians, | 


# Here wasno loſſe of GebeZ;;when he was gone, the Prophets increaſed: 
$$) an ill man in the Church, 1s bur like ſome ſhrubbie tree in a Garden, 
| whoſe ſhade keepes better plants from growing: A blank doth berrer in 
21 a roome,than an ill filling:The view of Gods juſt judgements doth ra. 
—_—_—= ther draw clients unto him, than alienate them, The Kings of Iſrael had 
ſucceeded in Idolatry,and hate of fincere-Religion;Yer the Prophets multiply:Per- 
ſecutis enlargeth the bounds of the Church. Theſe very tempeſtuous ſhowers bring 


up flowers and herbes in abundance.There would have been neither ſo many.nor ſo| g 


zealous Prophets in the languiſhments of peace:Beſides,what marvell is it,if the im: | 
mediate ſucceſſion of two ſuch noble Leaders,as £/4ah and El:ſhs, eſtabliſhed and: 
augmented Religion,and bred multitudes of Prophers.Rather who cannot maryel,,! 
upon the knowledge of all their miracles,that all Ifrgel did nor propheſie ? Ir isa; 
good hearing,that the Prophers wantelbow-roome; our of their ſtore, notouc of: 
the envy ofneighbours,or incompetency of provition:Where viſion failes,the peo-! 
ple periſh; they are bleſſed, where ir abounds, | 

When they found themſelves ſtraitned, they did not preſume to carye for them. 
ſelves,but they craved the leave,the counſell of Eliſha: Letus goe,we pray thee,unto 
lordan,and take thence every mana beame,and let us make us a place where we may 


dwell.And he faid,Goe ye.It well becomes the Sons of the Prophets, to enterpriſe | © 


nothing withour the allowance of their Superiours. Here was a building towards, 
none of the curiouſeſt : I doe not ſee them making meanres for the procurement of 
ſome cunning artificers,nor for the conquilition of ſome coſtly marbles,and Cedars, 
but every man ſhall hew, and ſquare, and frame his owne beame. No nice termes 
were ſtood upon by theſe ſons ofthe Prophers. Their thoughts were fixed upon the 
perfection of a ſpirituall building:As an homely roofe may ſerve them,fo theirown 
hands ſhall raiſe it. The fingers of theſe contemplative men did nct ſcorne the Axe, 
and Mallet,and CheſelF:It was better being there than in 0badiahs Cave; and they 
and poliſhed contignations of better times. They ſhall be ill ceachers of others, that | 

The Maſter ofthis ſacred Societie, £/;ſha,isnot ſtately,not auſtere : he gives nor 
only paſſage to this motion of his Collegiates, bar afliſtance.It was fit the ſons ofthe 


have not learned both to want, and to abound. D 


They fall to their worke; No man goes f]ackly abour the building of his own houſe: 
One of them more regarding the tree than the toole Jets fall the head of the Axin- 
ro the river;:Poore men are ſenfible of ſmall -lofſes: He makes his moane to E!:fha, 4- 
les Maſter, for it was barrowed;Had the Axe been his owne,the trouble had been the 
lefle to forgot; therefore doth the milſcariage affli&thim,becaule it was of a borrow- 
ed Axe. Honeſt mindes are more carefull of what they have by loane than by pro- 
prietie:In lending there is a truſt, which a good heart cannot diſappoint without: 
vexation.Alas poore novices of the Prophet,they would be building, and were not : 
worth their axes:if they wonld give their-labour,they muſtborrow their jnftrumets | 
Their wealth was fpiritnall:Ourward poverty may well ſtand with-inward riches: : 
Eliſhalovesiand cheriſhes this juſt ſimplicity;rather-will he worke a miracle,than 

a borrowed axe ſhall not beereftored : It might eaſily bee imagined , hee that 
could raiſe up-the iron out of the botrome of the water, could rell where ic Fell in; 
yeteventhar powerfull/hand calls for direction : In this ove poinr,the ſonne of the | 
Prophet knowes more than Eliſha:The notice of particulariries is neither fit for a 
creature,nor communicable : a meane man may beſt know his owne caſe: This No- 
vice better knowes where his axe fell,than his maſter:his maſter knowes betrer how 


Lis.X1 X. 


A 


fo get it out,thanhe.There is no reaſon to be given of ſupernaturall ations. The 
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Lis, X1IX. Eliſha raiſing the 1ron, Cc. 
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| phet borrowesan axe tocut an helve for the loſt axe : Why did he not inake ute of 
that handle which had caſt the head?Did he hold it unworthy of reſpe&, for that it 
| had abandoned the metal wherewith 1t was truſted?Or did he make choice of a new 
ſtick,thatthe miracle might be morecleare and unqueſtionable ? Divine power goes} 
a contrary way to Art:Wee firſt would have procured the head of the axe.and then Wh 115 1 
would have fitted it with an helve: £1;fha fits the head tothe helye, and cauſeth the ' - 
wood, which was light and knew not how to finke, to ferch upthe iron, which was il | 
heavy,and naturally uncapable of ſupernatation, Whether the merall were ſtripped 6 
ofche naturall waight,by the ſame power which gave itbeing; or whetherretaining | T8 
| 


the wonted poilſe,it was raiſed up by ſome ſpirituall operation,I enquire not: Only | 
I ſee it ſwim like corke upon the ſtreame of /ordan,and move towards the hand that | 
loft it. What creature is not willing to put off the properties of nature at the com- 
mand of the God of nature?O God,how eaſfie is it for thee, when this hard and hea- 
vy heartof mine is ſunke downe into the mud of the world,co fetch ic up againe by | 
thy mighty Word,and cauſe it to float upon the ftreames of life,and to tee the face : i 
of heayen againe ? | { 

Yet ſtill doe the fides of /ſrae/ complaine of the thornes of Aram; The children 
of _4 hab rue their fathers unjuſt mercy : From an enemy, itis no making queſtion 
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wherher of ſtrength or wyle:The King of Syria conſults with his Servants ,where to : b Hl nt 
encampe for his greateſt adyanrage;their opinion isnot more required,than their ſe- | Wt i106 


creſie.Elifha is a thouland ſcouts: he ſends word to thaKing of 1ſ7ael of the proetts, | i | WFR 
of the removes of his enemie.More than once had 1ehoromn ſaved both his life , and Ir Oak 


his Hoaſt,by theſe cloſe admonitions.lc is well that in fomethjng yer a Prophet may FUL 
C [be obeyed. What ſtrange State- ſervice was this which Eliſha did beſides the ſpiritu- | 1G | 

all>The King,the people of Iſrael owe themſelves,and their ſafety roa deſpiſed Pro- is, (10 

pher.The man of Ged knew,and felt them Idolaters, yer how carefull and vigilant FRITRT: ef 


15 he for their reſcue. If they were bad yet they were his owne: If they were bad, yet (1-7 VS 
not all;:God had his number amongſt their worſt : If they were bad,yer the Syrians | 
were worſe.The Iſraclites miſ-wor(h1pped the true God, the Syrians worſhipped a 
falſe.That(if it were poſſible )he might win them, he will preſerve them, and if they 
will needs be wanting to God, yet E/rſha will notbe wanting tothem;their impiery 
ſhallnot make him undurifull. | 
There cannot be ajuſter cauſe of diſpleaſure, than the diſcloſing of thoſe ſecret 
counſels, which are laidup in our eare, in ourbreaſt. The King of Syria, not with- 
D| our reaſon,ſtomacks this ſuppoſed treachery.What Prince can beare, that an adverſe ' £1" 
Power ſhould have a party,a Penfionary in his owne Court?How famous was Eliſha | i ORE 
even in forraine Regions?Belides Naawen,others of the Syrian Nobility take norice "Wa: (10s 
| [of the miracuious faculties of this Prophet of Iſrael;He 1saccuſed for this ſecret in- 6198.5 
telligence:No wordscan eſcape him,though ſpoken in the bed-chamber. O Syr:an; 
whoſoever thou wert, thou faidſt not enough:Ifthy maſter doe bur whiſper inthine 
eare,if he ſmother his words within his owne lips; if hee doe but ſpeake within his 
| [own boſome, El:ſha knowes it from an infallible informarion. Wharconnſell is ir, O "I 
God, that can be hid from thee? what counſel 1s 1t that thou wilt hide from thy Seer> ii ©: J4Þ 
Even this very word that accuſeth the Prophet,is knowne to the accuſed. He heares Mt fy 
7 | this tale whiles it is in telling;he heares the plot for his apprehenſion. How 1.1 dothe te! 
projets of wicked men hang together? They that confeſſe Z{ſha knowes their ſecre- 41.38 
teſt words,doe yet conferre totake him. There are ſpies upon him, whoſe elpials | i 
have moved their anger,and admiration.He is deſcryed tobe in Dorhay,a ſmal town 
of Manaſſes; A whole Armies ſent thither to ſurpriſe him : The opportunity of the 
night is choſen for the exploit. There ſhalbe no want erther inthe number,or valour | 
or ſecrecie of theſe conſpired troupes:andnow when they have fully girt in the vil- 
lage with a ſtrong & exquiſite ſiege, they make themſelves ſure of £/:{ha,and pleaſe | 
themſelyes to think how they have incagedthe miſerable Propher, how they ſhould | 
take him at unawares in his bed,inthe midſt of a ſecure dreame; how they (ould ca- 
ry him fettered to theirKing;what thanks theyſhou!d have for ſo welcom a priſoner. 
The ſucceſſor of Gebe7; riſeth early in the morning, & ſees all the City > | 
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oth} 
but woods of pikes,and wals of harnefle,andluſtre of metals;and now he runs Top 


frighted to his Maſter: _Alas,,y maſter what ſhall weedoe? He had day enough to ſee 
theywere enemies that environed them,to {« ec himſelf helpleſſe,8& deſperate:& hath 
onely ſo much life left in him,as to lament himſelfe to the partner of his miſery,He 
cannot flee from his new Maſter,if he would;he runs to him with a wofull clamour 
Alas ny Maſter what ſhall we ave? 


Oh the undaunted courage of faith! Zlifha ſees all this,and fits in his chamber 


doe both lead the confidence of naturall hearts,and fixe it.Itis for none but a David 
to ſay,twill not be afraid of tem thouſands of people, that have ſet themſelves againſt mee 
round about, Fleſh and blood riſeth, and falleth, according to the proportion of the 
ſtrength, or weakneſſe of apparent meanes. 

Eliſhaes man lookt about him, yet his Maſter prayes, Lord open his eyes that they may 
ſee. Naturally we ſee nor, whiles we doe fee: Every thing is fo ſeene, as itis, Bodily 
eyes diſcerne bodily obje&s, onely ſpirituall can ſee the things of God : Some men 
want both eyes and light. Zliſhaes ſeryant had eyes,wanted i]lumination:No ſooner 


ſecure,as if theſe had onely beene the guard of 7/7ae/,for his ſafe protedtion. Ir is an| 
hard precept that he gives his ſervant, Feare not: As well might he have bid him,rot! 


| 


to ſee, when he ſaw,as not to feare,when he ſaw fo dreadful] a ſpeGacle: The opera-: 
tions of the ſenſes are no lefle certaine,than thoſe of theaffetions, where the oh- 


jects are no lefſe proper : But the taſke is eaſie if the next word may finde belcefe, 
[ For there are moe with us than withthem. Multitude,andother outward probabilities 


were his eyes open.than he ſaw the mountain full ofhorſes,and charersof fire round 
about Elifha.They were there before,(neither doth E/;fha pray that thoſe troupes 
may be gathered,burt that they may be ſeen)not till now were they deſcryed.Inviſi- 
ble armies guard the ſervants of God, whiles they ſeeme moſt forſaken ofearthly 
(aide, moſt expoſed to certaine dangers:If the eyes of our faith beas open as thoſe of 

our ſenſe,to ſee Angels as well as Syrians,we cannot be appalled with the moſt une- 
| quall termes of hoſtility.Thoſe bleſſed Spirits are ready either to reſcue our bodies, 


ior to cary upour foules to bleſſedneſſe; whither ever ſhall be enjoxned by their Ma- 


iKer : there is juſt comfort in both, in either. 

| Both thoſe Charets that came to fereh #19ak,$8 thoſe that came to defend Eliſha, 
| were fiery:God isnot lefſe lovely to his own,in the midſt of his judgements,than he 
115 terrible to his enemies, in the demonſtration of his mercies. Thus guarded,it isno 
| marvell if Eliſha dare walke forthinto the midſt of the Syrians.Not one of thoſe hea- 
'venly Preſidiaries ſtruck a ſtroke for the Prophet; neither doth hee require their 
blowes,onely he tarnes his prayer to his God,and fayes, Smite this people, 1 pray thee, 
with blindneſſe.Wirh no other than deadly intentions did theſe Aramites come down 
to El:ſha,yerdoth not he ſay,Smite them with the Sword, but, Smite them mith blind- 
acſſe : All the evill he wiſheth to them. is their repentance; There was no way to ſee 


' their error,but by blindnefſe.He thar prayed for the opening of his Servants eyes,t0 


| ſee his ſate-guard,prayes for the blinding of the eyes of his enemies.that they might 
| not ſee to doe hurt. 


| Asthecyesof Eliſhaes Servant were ſo ſhut, that they ſaw not .the Angels, when 


they ſaw the Syrians: ſothe cyes of the Syrians ſhall be likewiſe ſhur,that when they 
; ſee the man,they ſhall not ſee the Propher. To all other objects rheir eyes are cleare 
 onely to Eliſha they ſhall be blinde, blinde not through darknefſe,but through mik-! 


| 


| 


c 


(ontemplations. L1s. XI 


ed with a fearefull hoait,of foor,horſe,charets, His eyes could meet with nothing| x 


\ knowledge : They. ſhall ſee, and miſtake both the perſon and place. Hee that made 
the ſenſes, can either hold, or deJude them ar pleaſure: How eafily<an hee offer to 
the fight other repreſentations,than thoſe which.ariſe from the vifible matter, and 


make the heart tobeleeve them ? 


{ Juſtly now might Eliſha ſay,T his is not the way neither i this the City, wherein Eli- 
ſha ſhall be deſcryed.He was in Dothan,but not as Eliſha;he ſhall not be found but in 
| Samarta;neither can they have any guide to him, bur himſelfe. No ſooner are they 
come into the ſtreets of Samaria, than their eyes have leave to know both the place 


and the Propher.The firſt ſight they have of themſelyes,is inthe trap of 7/74e/,in the 
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Lis.X IX. 


A| jawes of death: thoſe ſtately Palaces, which they now wonder at unwillingly,carie 
| | noreſemblance torthem;bur of theirgraves: Every Iſtaeliteſcemes an execurtioner: 


Samariaes famine releeved. 


every houſe a Jayle;every beame a Gibbet ; and now, they look upon Elifha cran(: 
formed from their guide,to their common murderer,withhorror and palencſſe: It is 
moſt juſt with God to intangle the plotters of wickedneſle,in their owne fnare. 


King of Iſrael ſee a more pleaſing fight, than ſo many Syrian throats at his mercy : 
& as loth to loſe {o faire aday, (as it his fingers irched to be dip't in blood) he ſaies, 
My father, ſhall 1 ſmite,ſhalt I ſmite rhem? The repetition argued delire,the compel- 
lation,reverence : Not without allowance of a Prophet, would the King of Iſrael lay 
his hand upon an enemy,ſo miraculouſly trained home:His heart was ſtil foule with 
| idolatry,yet would he nor taint his hand with forbidden blood: Hypocrifie will bee | 


ſtill ſcrupulous in ſomething, and in ſome awfull reſtraints is a perfe& counterfeit 
of conſcience. ls | 


yot Few them : Wouldſt thou ſmite thoſe whom thou baſt taken captive with thy ſword,and | 
with t 
thine own,their blood could notbe ſhed without cruelty : though in the hot chaſes 
of war,execurions may be juſtifiable; yer in the coelenefle of deliberation, ir can be 
noother than inhamane,to take thoſe lives which have been yeelded to merey:But 
here,thy bow and thy ſword are guilrlefſe of the ſacceſſe; only a ſtrange providence 
of the Altmighty hath caſt chem into thine hands, whom neither thy force, nor chy | 
fraud could have compaſſed : Tfir be victory thou aimeſt ar, overcome them with 
kindnefle: Set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drinke : Oh noble re- 
vege of Zl:ſha,ro feaſt his perſecutors! To provide a Table for thoſe, who had provi. 
ded.a grave for him:Theſe Syrians came to Dothes ful of bloody purpoſes to Eliſha: 
he ſends them from Sauifria full of good cheare;and;jollity.Thus,thus ſhould a Pro- 
pher puni(h his purſaers : No vengeance but this is heroicall, and fie for Chriſtian | 
imitation : 1f thine enemy hunger, give him bread to exte if he thirſt, givt'him water to 
drink: For thou (halt heape coales of fire upon his htad;and the Lord ſhall reward thee : Be 
got overcome with evill bat overcome evill with good. 


his {word : The bands of Syria will no more come by way of ambuſh, or incarfion, 
into the bounds of Iſrael; Never did a charitable a& go away withour the retributi- | 
on of ableſſing:In doing ſome good to our enemies, we do moſt good to our ſelves; 

God cannot bur love in us this imitation ofhis mercy, whobids his Sun ſbine, and | 
his raine fall where he is moſt proyvoked;and that love 1snever trmltlefle. 


worſt enemy was ſhut within z and could nor be diſlodged of their owne bowels - 


— — - <—_ 


JE OC 
—— — 


How gladis a mortal! enemy to ſnatch arall advantages of revenge?Never did the 


The charitable Propher ſoone gives an angrie prohibition of ſlaughter; Thow ſhalt 


hy bow? As if he ſaid, Thefe are Gods captives, not thine; and if they were | 


The King of Iſrael hath done thatby his feaſt, which hecould not have done by 


G_ A 9 > De _ 
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T he Famine of Samaria releeved. 


Ag FOr many goodturnes are written 1n Marble ; ſoone have theſe Syrians | 
be: S PE forgotcen the mercifull beneficence of Iirael : Afrerthe forbeatance of | 

| WIE ſome hoſtile inroade, all rhe forces of Syria are muſtered againſt eho- | 
GN L? ram: That very Samaria which had releeved the diſtrefſed Aramites, is | 
by the Aramites beſieged, and isafami (bed by thoſe,' whom it had fed. 
The famine within the:walles was-more terrible than: the ſword withont. Their | 


Whither hath the Idolatry of Iſrael brought rhem?Before,they had been; ſcourged | 


with war,with dronght,with dearth,as with ſingle cord; chey remaine incorrigible, | 
and now God twiſts two of theſe bloody laſhes rogether.', and galls chem even ro 


dearh : there needs no/orher executioners then their own mawes.”” "Thoſe things 
which in their nature were not edible,(ar leaſt, toan [{raclne)werenowboth deare; 
and dainty. The Aſfe was(belidesthe untoorhfomneſſe)an impure crearnre ': that 


which the law of Ceremonies had made uncteane, the law of necelfiry had made 


delicate and precious:the bones of fo carrion an head could nor bepicked for tefik | 
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(contemplations q 


| 
Whom A. Nr op ri h E bt '”. "Re x _ D IIFARIIN | 
than foure hundred peeces of filver:neither was this ſcarcity. of vittuals only, bur of| A 


all other neceſſaries for humane uſe; that the belly might noecomplaine alope the 
whole man was equally pinched. _ | - 
The King of Iffael is neither exempted from the judgment,nor yet yeelds under 
it:He walks upon the walls of his Samaria, to over-ſce the Warches ſer, the Engines | 
ready,the Guards changed,rogether with the poſture of the enemy;when awoman | | 
cryes tohimour of the City, Help my Lora, © King - Next to God what refuge haye| | 
we in all our neceſſities, but his Anointed ? Earthly Soveraignty can aid ns in the 
| caſeof the injuſtice of men,but what can it doagainſt the judgements of God?1f the 
Lord do not helpe thee, whence ſhall1 helpe thee 2 ont of the barne floore gr out of the wine. 
preſſe?Even the greateſt powers muſt ſtosp toaffiictions in themſelves; how ſhould 
they be able co prevent them in others? To ſue for aid where is an utter Impotence 
of redreſſe,is but roupbraid the weakeneſſe,and aggravate the miſery of thoſe whom |® 
wee implore.choram miſtakesthe ſuit: The ſuppliantcallsro him fora woſulpeece 
of juſtice: Two mothers have agreed to eate their ſons;the one hath yceilded hers to 
be boyled and caten;the other, after ſhe hath taken her part of (o prodigious aban- 
quet,with-draws her child,and hides him from the knife;hunger and envy make the 
Plaintiffe importunate;and now ſhe craves the benefit of Royall Juſtice. Shee that 
made the firſt motion, with-holds her part of the bargaine, and flyes from that pro- | | 
miſe, whoſe traſt had made this mother childlefſe. Oh the direfull effes of famine, 
that turnes off all reſpe&s of nature, and gives no place to horror,cauſing the tender 
mother to lay her hands, yea, her teeth upon the fruit of her owne body ; and tore-' 
ceivethat into her ſtomacke, which ſhe hath brought forth ofher wombe : What 
i ſhonld 1choram do > The match was monſtrous : The challenge was juſt,yet unnatu-| 
' rall:This complainant had purchaſedone halfe of the living childe,by the one halfe 
| of hers, dead.The mother of the ſurviving Infant is preſſed by covenant, by hunger, 
| reſtrained by nature, To force a mother todeliver up her akilde to voluntary (laughs | 


oeGmT © oO oO \——— 
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ter,had beene cruel:To force a debtor to pay a confeſſed arerage,ſeemed but equal:! 
| If the remaining child be not drefſed for food, this mother of the devoured chi'dis 
* both rabbed,and affamiſhed: If he be,innocent blocd is ſhed by authority. Ir 1s no 

marvel] ifthe queſtion aſtoniſhed the Judge ; not ſo much for the difficulty of the 
demand,as the horror of the occaſion;to wharlamentable diſtreſſe did 1choram find 
; his people driven?Not without cauſe did the King of Iſrael rend his garments, and 
| ſhew his ſackcloth;wel might he {te his people branded with that ancient curſe w*|p 
| God had denounced againſt the rebellious : 7 he Lord ſhaft bring a Nation againſt thee 
of 4 fierce countenance , which ſhall not regard the perſon of the old, nor (hew favour tothe 
| young; Audbe ſhall beſiegethee in allthy gates; And thou [halt eat the fruit of thine owne bo- 

dy,the fleſh of thy ſons,and of thy daughters:T he tender and delicate woman her eyes ſhall be 
| evill towards her young onethat commerh out from betweene her feet, and towardthe chil- 
| dren which ſhe ſhall beare;for ſhe ſhall eate them for want of all hings ſecretly in the ſiege & 
| firaitneſſe. He mournes tor the plague, he mournes not for the cauſe of this plague, his 
{in,and theirs - Ifind his ſorrow; I find not his repentance. The worſt man may 
grieve for his ſmart,onely the good heart grieves for his offence; In ſtead of being 
penirent, 7ehoram is furious,and turnes his rage from his ſins, againſt the Prophet; 
God do ſo to me and more alſojf the head of Eliſha,the ſon of Shaphat,ſhall ſtand on bim this 
aay: Alas,what hath the righteous done? Perhaps El:ſha (that we way imagine ſome 
colours of this diſpleaſure)fore-threatned this judgement;but they deſerved it:per-; 
haps he might have averted itby his/prayers;their unrepentance diſabled him:Per-, 
| haps he perſwaded fehoram to holdiout the fiepe; though throvgh much bardneſe: 
| he fore-ſaw the deliverance. In all this how hath E;fte forfeired his head? All Iſrael 
i did not afford an head(ſo guiltleſſe,as this that was deſtined to ſlaughter. This is the; | 
: faſhion of the warld;rhelewd blames the innocenr,and willreverge their owne {10s | 
: upon others uprightnefſe.- efron nn ag enege nn | 
| In the midfof allthis ad eſtate of Samaria,and theſe ſtormes of 1ehoraw,the Pro-| | 
.j pherfſirs quietly in his own houſe, amongſt his holy Conſorts; bewailing no doubt. 
| both the fins; -and-miſety of their people;and propherically.conferring ofthe iſuc; 
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L1is.XIX. Samariaes famine releeved, 


A\ when ſuddenly God reveales to him the bloody intent, and meſſage of /ehoram,and 
| he at once reyeales 1t to his fellowes. See yee how thus ſon of a murderer hath ſem 10take 

| away mine head.Oh the unimirable liberty of a Propher ! The ſame God that ſhewed 

| him bs danger,ſuggeſted his words;He may be bold,where we muſt be awfull: Still 
[1s Naboths blood layd in 1ehorams diſh: The foule fact of Ahab blemiſheth his Poſte- 

' rity,and now when the ſon threats violence to the innocent, murder 1s objected ro 

| | himas hereditary. 

He that fore-ſaw his owne perill, provides for his ſafety; [$4ut the doore and held 
him faſt at the doore.|No man is bound to tender his throat toan unjuſt ſtroke : This 
bloody commiſſion was prevented by a prophericall fore-light: The fame eye thar 
faw the executioner comming to ſmite him, ſawalſothe King haſting after him, ro 

B | ſtay the blow: The Prophet had been no other thi guilty of his own blood, if he had 
| | Not reſerved himſelf a while,for the reſcne of authority: Oh the inconſtancy of car- 
| | nall hearts![t was not long ſince Jehoram could ſay to Eliſha, My father, ſhall I ſmite 
| them?now he 15 ready to ſmire him as an enemy, whom he honoured as a father: Yet 
againe, his lips had no foonergiven ſentence of death againſt the Propher,than his 
feer ſtir to recall it: It ſhou'd ſeeme that Eliſha,upo the challenges & expoſtulations 
| of 1ehorams meſſenger, had ſent a perſwaſive meſſage to the King of Iſrael, yet a 
| þ. co wait patiently upon God for his deliverance: The diſcontenred Prince flies 

oft in an impotent anger, Behold, thu evill is of the Lord,what ſhould I wait for the Lord 

any longer? Oh the deſperate reſolutions of impatient minds! They have ſtinted God 
both for hts time and his meaſure;if he exceed either,they either rarne their backes 
C | upon him,orfly in his face : The poſition was rruc,the inference deadly : All that 
 evill was of they Lord;the deſerved ir;he ſent it: What chen? Ir ſhould have beene 
therefore argued, Hee that ſent ic,can remove 3t : I will wait upon his mercy,under 
whoſe juſtice I ſuffer:Imparience and diſtruſt ſhall but aggravate my judgement : 1x 
is the Lord, let him do what hewill + But now todeſpaire becaule God is juſt,to defie 
mercy becaule it lingers,to reject God for correction, it is a pre{umptuous madnes, 

an impious pettiſhneſle, 

| Yet in ſpight of all theſe provocations both of King , and people, Eliſha hath 
good news for [choram + T hs ſaith the Lord, To morrow about this time jhall a meaſure 


maria:Milerable Iſrael now ſees an end of this hard triall ; One dayes patience ſhall 
\D | free themboth of ſiege,and famine. Gods deliverances may over-ſtay our expecta- 
tion,not the due period of his'owne counſels. Oh infinite mercy, when man ſayes, 


and would pleaſe them who deſerved nothing bur puniſhment. The word ſeemed 
| not more comfortable,than incredible : 4 Lord, on whoſe hand the King leaned,an» 
ſwered the manof God, and ſaid, Behold, if the Lord would make windowes in heaven, 
mizht this thing be?Prophecies,before they be fulfilled,are riddles;no ſpirit can areed 
them,bur that by which they are delivered. Ir is a fooliſh and injurious infidelity to 
' queſtionapollibility,where we know the meſſage is Gods : How eafie 15 1t for that 
| omnipotenr handto effect thoſe things, which ſarpaſle all the reach of humane con- 
| ceif?Had God intended a miraculous mulriplicatio, was it not as caſie for him to in- 
E | creaſe the corne or meale of Samaria,asthe widowes oylezwas it nor as eaſte for him 
' to Live plenty of victuals withour opening the windows of heave, as to give plenty 
of water without wind or raine? The Almighty hates to be diſtruſted: This Peere of 
Iſrael ſhall rue his unbeleefe ; Bchold, thou ſhalt ſee it with thine eyes but ſhalt not eate 
thereof : The light ſhall be yeelded for conviction, the fruition ſhall be denied for 
' puniſhment : Well is that man worthy to want rhe benefit which he would not be- 
 leeve:Who can pitty to ſee Infidelity excluded from the bleſlings of carth,from the 
glory of heaven? i ap 

' How ſtrange a choyce doth God make of the 1nteliigencers of ſo happy a change: 
 Foure Lepers fit at the entring of the Gare, they ſee nothing bur death before the, 
| | famine within the wals,the enemy, without: The election is wofull, at laſt they re- 
ſolve upon the leſſer evill; Famine is worſe than the Syrian; Ia the famine rhere 1s 
v Nnnnn 2 Cerrainty 
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| 


of fine flowre be ſold for a Shekel, andiwo meaſures of Barly for 4 Shekel in the gateof Sa- 


No longer God ſayes,Tomorrow : As if he would condeſcend where he might judge; | 
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certainty of periſhing;amongſt the Syrians, hazzard : Perhaps the eneny may have: « 
ſome pity, hunger hath none:and, were the death equally certaine,it were more ea- 
fie rodie by the ſword, than by famine: upon this deliberation they come down in. 
ro the Syrian campe,to find eyther ſpeed of mercy, or diſpatch.Their hunger would 
notgive them reſpighttill morning:By twi-light are they falne upon the uttermog 
tents: Behold,there was no man; They marvell atthe ſilence, and folitude,they looke. 
and liſten;the noyſe of their own feet affrighted the;rheir guilty hearts ſappliedrhe 
Syrians;and expected fearefully thoſe which were as fearetu]ly fled:How eaſily can! 
the Almighty confound the power of the ſtrong,the policy of the wiſe? God puts a 
Pannick terror into the hearts of the proud Syrians; he makes them hearea noiſe of 
charers,and anoyſe of horſes,even thenoyſe ofa great hoaſt; They ſay oneto Other, 
Loe the King of Iſrael hath hircd againſt us the Kings of the Hittites, andthe Kings of the 
| Egyptians, to come upon us : they ariſe therefore in a confuſed rout, and leaving all their 
ſubſtance behind them flee for their lives. Not long before, Eliſhaes ſeryant ſaw charets 
.and horſes ,but heard none;Now,theſe Syrians heare charers & horſes,but ſee none; 
That fight comforted his heart, this ſound diſmaicd theirs: The 1ſraelires heard no 
| noyſe within the wals,the Lepers heard nonoiſc without the gates; Only the $Syrj- 
| «xs heardthis noife in rheir camp:What a ſcorne doth God putupon theſe preſump. 
tuous Aramites? He will not vouchſafe to uſe any ſubſtanriall ſtraragem againſt "< 
| nothing butan empty ſound ſhall ſcatrer them, and ſend them home empty of fu 
| ſtance,lad<d with ſhame, half-dead with feare:the very horſes that might havehaſte- 
| ned their flight,are left ryed in their Tents;their very garments are a burden; all is 
\ left behind, fave their very bodies,and thoſe breathleſſe for ſpeed. 

Doubtleſſe theſe Syrians knew well rowhat miſerable exigents the incloſed Iſra- 
elites were brought by their ſiege; and now made full account to ſack, and ranfacke 
their Samaria; already had they divided, and ſwallowed the prey ; whenſudden- 
ly God puts them into a ridiculous confufion;and ſends them to ſeek ſafety in their 
heeles; no booty is now in price with them bur their life, and'happy 1s he that can 
run faſteſt, Thus the Almighty laughs at the deſignes of infolent men,and ſhuts up 
| their counſels 1n ſhame. : 

The feare of the foure Lepers began now to give way to ſecurity ; they fill their 
bellies,and hide their treaſures, and paſſe from one Tent to another, in a faſtidious 
| choice of the beſt commodities; they who ere-while would have held it happineſle 
enough to have been bleſſed with a cruſt,now wantonly rove for daintics, and from 
neceffity leape into exceſle. 

How far ſelfe-love caries us in all our aCtions, even to the negle& of the publike? 
Not till their own bellies, & hands, and eyes were filled, did theſe Lepersthinke of 

imparting this newes to 1/7ae/:at laſt, whe themſelves are glucred,they begin to re- 
member the hunger of their brethren,and now they find roome for remorſe, We ave 
not well, this day ts a day of good tydings, and we hold our peace. Nature teaches us that 1t 
15 an injury to ingrofle bleſſings; and fo to mind'the privare,as if we had no relation 
to acommunity;we are worthy tobe ſhut our of the Ciry-gares for Lepers,if the re- 
ſpedts to rhe publike gooddoe not over-ſway us in all our deſires, in all our demea- 
nurezand wel may we with theſe covetous Lepers feare a miſchiefe upon our ſelves, 
if we ſhall wilfully conceale bleſſings from others. bs 

The conſcience of this wrong and danger ſends backe the Lepers into the City; 
they cal tothe Porters,& ſoone tranſmit thenewes to the Kings houſhold; The King 
of Iſrael complaines not to have his ſleep broken with ſach inrelligence;He ariſeth 
in the night,and not contemning good newes,though brought by Lepers, conſults 
with his ſeryants of the bulineſſe. hes | 

We cannot be roo jealons of the intentions of an enemy; 7ehoram wiſely ſuſpects 
this flight of the Syrians to be bur fimularory,and politick,only to draw 1ſraet out of 
their City, for the ſpoile of both. There may be moreperill in the back of an enemy; 
chan in his face:the cruelleſt laughters have been in retiring;eafily therefore's the 
King perſwaded to adventure ſome few for-lorne Scours for further aſſarance. Thc 
wordof Eliſha 1s out of his head, out of his hearr, elſe there had beene no place for 
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Lis.XIX, Samariaes famine releeved. 1252 om 
A, thisdoubt:Timorons hearts never thinke themſelves ſurezthoſe that have no faith, [oo Ip 
had need of much ſenſe. Wt 
Thoſe few horſes that remaine,are ſent forth for diſcoyery,they find nothing but Whit 
monuments of frightfulneſſe, pledges of ſecurity.Now 1ſr ae! dares iſſue forth to the 1" 
prey; There(as ifthe Sy7ias had comne thitker to inrieh them) they find granaries, Wb! 
wardrobes, treaſures,and what ever may ſerve either for uſe or oſtentation : Every Wt 
Ifraelite goes away filled, laden,wearyed with the wealthy ſpoile. 78 
As ſcarcity breeds dearth, ſoplenty cheapneſſe. Today a meaſure of fine flower * | "8 
13 lower rated, than yeſterday of dung. Ml 
The diſtruſtfall Peere of 7ſrael ſees this abundance, according to the word of the «i 
Prophet,but enjoyes it not: he ſees this plenty can come inat the gate , though the 11 
B | windowes of heayen be not open. The gate is his charge : the affamiſhed 1ſ7aclites jþ 
| | preſſe in upon him,and bearehim downe in the throng : Extreame hunger hathno 7h 
| | reſpe& to greatneſſe, Not their rudenefle buthis owne unbeliefe hath trampled | "nl 
him under feet. He that abaſed the power of God by his diſtruſt, 20 
is abaſed worthily to the heeles of the multitude : Faith ja 
exalts a manaboye his ſphere ; Infidelity de- | £0 
preſſes him into the duſt, into Hell : | oY 
He that beleeves notiscon- ht 
demned already. "0 
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Imprintedat London in the yeare 1 63 4. 


By I. H, Deanc of VV on 
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AND MIGHTTHIE 
MONARCH, 


CHARLES, 


By the Grace of God King of Great 


Britaine, France and Ireland,Defender = 
of the FaiTwu, &c, 


My dread Soveraigne Lord 
eAnd eM aſter. 


May it pleaſe your MajesT1Ez: 


FESSAOw at lait(thankes'be to my good God)F have fint- 
[7 Wy; ol ſhed the long -_ of my ++ pe 4s _ 
floricall part of the Old Teftament,24 Worke that | 
L &) 1foreſaw muſt be the iſſue both of time,ana thoughts: | 
Ft preſumed to intitle it ſelfe at firſt, to your Gracious name, in | 
- | ſucceſcion to your immortal Brothers ; andnow,it brings ro your | 
Royall hands,a aue account of an happie diſpatch. 
Beſides my owne publique ingagement,the incouragements of 
many worthy Divines,both at home, and abroad, drew me on,n 
thu pleaſing,though buſie labour ; and made me beleeve the ſer- | 


vice would not be of more paine, than uſe. 


» 


F humbly preſent it to your Majeſtte;not fearing to ſay,that in | 
regard of the ſubieft,it 1 not ſo fit for any eyes as Princely ; > 
Whal 
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Contemplarions. 
THE 


TWENTIETH 


BOOK EF. 


— 


—— 
i. Ant. ow 


1 T be Shunamite ſuing to Jehoram : Eliſha con-! 
ferring with Hazael, 

| Jehu with Jehoram and Jezebel, 

ft (cling the ſons of Abab, and the Prieſts of 
al, 

| Athaliah and Joaſh. 

Joaſh with Eliſha dying. 

__ |Uzziah Leprow. 

Conaining: Ahaz with bis new Altar. 

| T he utter deſtruflign of the Kingdome of Fſrael, 

Hezekiah «nd Senacherib. 

Hezekiah ſicke,recovered, viſited, 

Manaſleh. 

Joſiahs reformation. 


| Joſiahs death,with the deſolation of the Temple and 
| PFernſalem. 


By ] 08. HaLL, D, of Divinitie, and Deane 


- 


of VV ox GESTER, 
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Imprinted at London in the yeare 1 63 4. 
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Contemplations. 


The Shunamite faing to Jehoram, Eliſha conferring with 


Hazael. 


ax3 ==# [Ow royally hath Z/;ſhapaid the Shwnamite for his lodging | To 
3 7 .2\ him already ſhe owes the life of her ſonne, both given, and 
a0 reſtored; and now againe (after ſomany yeares, as might well 
> J [have worne outthe memory of ſo ſinall a courrelie) her ſelfe, 
Pal her ſonne, her family owe their lives to fo thankfull a gueſt, 
That table, and bed;and ſtoole,and candleſticke was well be- 
ſtowed : That candleſticke repaid her the light ofher future 
| life and condition, that table the meanes of maintenance,thar 
ſtoole a ſeat of ſafe abode, that bed a quiet reſt from the common calamiries of her | 
narion : He isa niggard to himſelfe, that ſcants his beneficence to a Propher,whoſe 
very cold water ſhall notgoe unrewarded. E144 preſerved the Sareptan from fa- | 
mine; El:ſhathe Shunamite, he, by proviſion of oyle and meale; this,by premoni- 
cion : 47iſe, and goe, thou and thine howſhold, and ſojeurne whereſdever thou canſt ſojourne. | 
The $reptay was poore, anddriven ts extreames, therefore the Prophet provides 
forher, from hand ro month: The Shunawite was wealthy, and therefore the Pro- 
pher ſends her ro provide for her ſelfe : The ſame goodneſle that relieves our neceſ(- 
fitie, leaves oor competency to the handof our owne counſell; in the one, hee will 
make nſe of his owne power; ir the other, ofour providence. | 
The very Prophet adviſes this holyClient to leave the bounds of the Church,and | 
to ſeek life, where ſhe ſhonld nor find Religion:Extremity is for the time ajuſt diſ- 
penſarion with ſome common rulesof our outward demeanure and motions, even 
from better to worſe. All 1/r«el and [ud4b ſhall be affatnifhed; The body can bepre- 
ſerved no where, but where the ſoule ſhall want; Sometimes the cotwveniences of 
the ſoule muft yeeld to bodily neceſſities. Wantonnefſe and curioſity can finde no | 
adyantage from that which is done out of the power of need. 
Ic is along famine thar (hall afli& 7/rael; He npon whom the ſpirit of £/4ah was 
doubled,doubled the judgement inflicted by his Maſter; Three yeares and an halfe | 
did 1ſrael gafpe under the drought of £/j«b; ſeven yeares dearth ſhall it ſiffer under | 
Eliſha:The trials of God are many times nor more gtievotts for their ſharpeneſle, | 
than for their contimuance. DE a ea ora ——— 
This ſcarcity ſhall not corne alone; God ſhall call for jt : what ever be theſecond | 
caufe, he is the firſt. The executioners of the Almighty (ſuch are his judgements) | 
ſtand ready waitingupon his juſt Throne; and doe ho ſooner receive the watch- | 
Ro | , OQo00O. .. nt word, 
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| 1262 | (contemplations. Ls. XX." | 
| word,than they fly upon. the world,and plagueit for ſinne; Onely the cry of cur] 

| finnes moves Godto call for vengeance : And if God once call, it muſt come, How | | 
; ofr, how carneſtly are we called to repentance, andſiirre not ?-The meſſengers of 
| Gods wrath flie forth at the leaſt becke ; and fulfill the will of his revenge upon 


| thoſe, whoſe obedience would not fulfill the will of his command. _ | 
| After ſomany proofesof fidelity the Shunamire cannot diſtruſt the Prophet; nor 
| ſtaying therefore ro be convitedby the eyent, ſhee remoyes her family into the 
| Land of the Philfins : Ne nation was more oppoſite to 1ſ7ael, none more worthily 
odious; yet,there doth the Shanawmite ſeeke andfinde ſhelter;Even the ſhade bfthoſe 
trees that are unwholfome, may keepe-us-from a ſtorme ; Every:where willGod| 
finde roome for his owne. The fieldsof?Þliftiws flourifh, whiles the ſoyle of 1ſ7ae/ 
 yeelds nothing but weeds and barrennefle; Not that 7/#ael was more ſinfull bur that 
the finne of 1ſrael is more intolerable. The offers of grace are ſo many agprayations 
of wickednefſe : In equall offences thoſe doe juſtly ſmart more, who are more cþlj. 
ged. No peſtilence is io contagious as that which hath raken the pureſt aire. 

Theſe Phil;tize neighbours would never have endured themſelves to be peſtered 
with forrainers,eſpecially 1ſrae/ites, whom they hared (beſides Religion) for their 
uſurpation:neither were they inall likelihood preſſed with multitude: Thereſt of 1. 
rael were led on with hopes;preſuming upon.the amends of the next harveſt,til their 
wanterew deſperate,and irremediable; only the forwarncd Shazamite prevents the 

| mifchiefe;now ſhe findes what 1t 15 to have a Prophet her friend : Happy are thoſe 
 ſoules that upon all occaſions conſult with Gods Seers; they ſhall be freed fromthe 
| plagues, wherein the ſecureblindnefſe of others is heedleſly overtaken. 
i Seven yeares had this Shunamite ſojourned in Paleſtine, now ſheereturnes to her 
' owne;and is excluded : She that found harbour among Ph:liſi:ves, findes oppreſſion 
. and violenceamong 1ſraelites : Thoſe of her kindred, taking advantage of her ab- 
| ſence, had ſhared her poſſeſſions. How oft doth it fall out that the worſt enemies of 
| a man are thoſe of his owne houſe ? All went by contraries with this Shunamite ;, In 
the famine ſhe had enough, in the common plenty ſhe was ſcanted; : Philiſtines were 
kindeunto her, Iſraelites cruell : Both our feares,and our hopes do-not ſeldome dit- 
appoint us; Ir is fafe truſting to that ſtay which can neyer faile us, . whocan eaſily 
provide us both of friendfhipin Paleftine,and of juſtice in 1ſrael. We may not judge 
; of the Religion by particular aions; A very Philiftine may be mercifull, when an 
; 1ſraslite 15 unjuſt; The perſon may be faulty when the profeſſion is holy. 4 
Ir was not long ſince the Prophet made that friendly offer ro the Shunamire, out | 
of che deſire of a thankfull requitall;hat s t9 bee done for thee?wonldeſt thou bee ſpokes 
for to the King, or to the Captaine of the Hoaſſ? and ſhe anſwered;! dwell among my vre- 
| threy. Litrle did ſhe then thinke of this injurious meaſure; elſe ſbe might bave ſaid; 
| [ dwell among mine enemies, I dwell among ro\bers. It is like they were then 
| friendly,who were now cruell,and oppreſſive; There is no truſt to bee repoſedin 
fleſh and blood : How ſhould their fayours be conſtant,who are in their nature, and 
dilpoficion, variable? Ir is the ſureſt way to relie on him, who is ever like himſelfe; 
the meaſure of whoſe love is eternity. = 
| — Whither ſhould the Shunemite goe to complaine ofher wrong,but tothe Court? 
| There is no other refuge of the oppreſſed. bur publike authority : All Juſtice is dert- 
ved from Soveraignty : Kings are not called Gods for nothing; They doe both ſen- 
tence and execute for the Almighty. | / _ SH ks i 
| Doubtleſſe, now the poore Shunamite, thought of the courteous proficr of 
| Eliſha, and miſſing a friend at the Court, is glad tobe the preſenter of her owne 
' petition. | . | 
; How happily doth God contrive all events for the gocd of his ! This ſuppliant 
ſhall fallupon that inſtant for her ſuir, when the King ſhall be ralking with Geb«z/ ; 
when Gebes; ſhall be talking of her to the King;the words of Gebezs,the thoughts © 
| the King,the defiresof the Shnnamite ſhall be all drawne rogether by, the wiſe prov ] 
; dence of God into the center of one moment, that his oppreſſed ſervant might re! 
| ceivea ſpeedic juſtice. Oh the infinice wiſdome, power, mercy of on Coops | 
_ | nfibly | _ 
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"Crs. XX. The Shunamite ſwing, Oc. 


What doth [chor«mthe King talking with Gchezi the Leper ? That very preſence 
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ſenſibly orders all our wayes, as 'to his owne holy purpoſes, fo to our beſt advan: 
rage. | | 


was an eyelore. 
Butifthe cohabiration with the infe&tious were forbidden, yer not the confc-! 


'\rence. Certainely,I begin to thinke of fome 


; boughc lie to the Propher, tellsnow all truths of the Propher,to the King : Perhaps 
| white with the diſeaſe, if his foule became hereupon 


| 


| Idolatry. He that was curious rohearken afterthe wonders of E/rfha, is not carefull 


| leprous mouth, the miraculous atts andpraiſes of Gods Propher;Had there notbeen 
ſome 


goodnetie in both theſe;Had there nor 


beene ſome goodneſſe in /ehorew, he had not rakenpleature to heare, even from a 


goodnefſe in Gehexi,hehadnor after ſo fearefull an inflition of judgement, 
thus ingenuouſly recounced rhe praites of his ſevere Maſter;He that told that deare- 
hisleprofic had made him cleane; If ſo:Happy was it for him that his forchead was 
white with repentance. Byt 
we may well know that the defire, or report of hiſtoricall Truths, doth not alwayes 
argue grace, Still 1ehorams, afrer the inquiry of the Prophets miracles,continues his 


to follow his do&rine; Therefore are Gehezi and the Shunanite met beforchim,thar | 


—— 
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| beneficence. 


| that was hers, and all the fruits of the field, fince the daythat ſhe left the lavd, even antill | 


| Widdow may thanke Eliſhefor this; His miracle wrought ſtill, and puts this new 


to all whiles we havetime, bur eſpecially roche;houſhold of faith. 


poore Shunamite ſhall have juſtice; That ſonne, whole life was reſtored, ſhall have 
his inheritance revived; His eftatcſhall fare the better for Elfbaes miracles : How | 
| much more will our mercifull God ſecond his owne bleflings, when the favours of 


he may be convifted, who will not be reformed: Why was it elſe that the preſence 
ofthe perſons ſhould thus inexpectedly make good the relation, if God had not 
meant the inexcuſablenes of {choram, whiles he muſt needs ſay within himſelf, Thus 


potent is the Prophet of that God, whom I obey not; Were not Elſhaes the true 
God, how could he worke ſuch wonders ? And ifhebe the true God, why is he not : 


| mine? Bur what ? Shall I change 4 bab5God for Jehoſaphats > NozI cannot denie the | 
[ miracles. T will not admit ofthe Author : Let Elifba be powerfull, I willbe conſtant. 
O wretched /horam; how much better had itbeen for thee never to have ſeene the 
face of Gehezs, and the ſonne of the Shanemrre, than co goe away unmoyed with the 
venge 
Therefore is thy judgement fearcfully aggravated, becauſe thou wouldſt not yeeld 
ro what thou couldft nor oppoſe. Had not 4habs obdurateneſſe been propagared to 
his ſon, ſo powerfull demonſtrations of divine power could not have been uneffe- 
Auall. Wicked hearts are ſo much worſe by how much God is better; This anvile is 


eof leprofic in the one, wich the imercifull reſuſcication of the other ? 


the harder by being continually beaten upon, whether with judgements or mercy. | 
Yet this good uſe will God have made of this report, and this preſence, that the | 


unjuſt men are therefore drawne to us, becauſe we haye beene the ſubjects of divine | 


i 


It was 4 large and full award, that this occurrence drew from the King; Reftore al | 


now. 'Not the preſcnt poſſeſſion onely is given her, bur the arerages. 
Nothing hinders,butthat outwardjuftice may ftand with grofſe Idolatry. The 


life in her dead eſtate;hisabſence did that for rhe preſervation of life, which his | 
preſence did for rhe reſtoring it from death. Shee that was ſo ready to expoſtulate | 


| with the man of God,upon the lofle of her ſon, might perhaps have been as ready to. 
impure the lofſe of her eſtate to his advice; Now, that for his fake ſhee is enriched | 


with her owne, how doth ſhe blefle God for ſo happy a gueſt > When we bave for- ! 
gotren our owne good turnes,God remembersand crownes them: Let us doe good | 


Could 7/r4el have been fenfible of their owne.condition, ic was no ſmall ughap- | 
pineſſe to loſe the preſence of Eljbe:Wherher,for the Idolatries, orfor the famine. 
of 1(7ael;,the Prophet is gone into Syria; No doubt Naamen welcomd bim thither ; 
bel fo would force upon him rhankes forhis cure, which the man of God would | 
not recerve athome. | | 
How famous is he now growne that was taken from the Teame?His:pame is not | 


————— 
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 counſells he had dereCted, rejoyceth to heare of his preſence;and now,as having for. 
 gottenthathe had ent a whole Hoit,ro beſiege the Prophet in Dothap, ſendsan ho. 


; King of $ ria fayes, My father, ſhall I recover: Loe how this poore Meholathite hath 
| Kings to his fonnes : How great is the honour of Gods Prophers with Pagans, with 


| thoughnot by the diſeaſe. 


to liſten after him,and woo himwith preſents : Benhadad the King of Syria, whoſe 


nourable meſſenger to him, laden with the burden of forty Camets, to. conſult with 

this Oracle, concerning his fickneſſe,and recovery, _ YT OE olga 
This Syrian belike in his diſtreſle dares nor truſt to his owne gods; but having had 

goodproofe of the power of the God of Iſrael, bothin Naamans cure,and in the mi. | 

raculous defeats of his greateſt forces, is glad to ſend to that ſervant of God, whom 

he had perſecuted. Wicked men are not the ſame in health and in ficknefle : their 

affliction is worthy of the thankes,if they be well minded; not themſelves, 

. Doubtleſſe the errand of Beybadad was not only to inquire of the iſſue of his dil. 


doth ſo love himſelfe, that he can be content to makea beneficiall uſe of thoſe in. 
ſtruments, whoſe goodneſle he hateth, Eo | 

Hacaelthe chiefe Peere of Syria 1s deſigned to this meſſage ; The wealth of his 
preſent ſtrives with the humility of his cariage,and ſpeech : Thy ſon Benhadad King 
of Syria hath ſent me to thee, ſaying,Shall I recover of this diſeaſe ? Nat long ſince, leho-. 


r4m King of Iſrael had ſaid to EL:ſha,uMy father, ſhall I frmite them; and now Benhadad 


Princes? Who can be bur confounded to ſee Evangelicall Prophers deſpiſed by the 
meaneſt Chriſtians ! | of 

Itis more thana ſingle anſwer that the Prophet returnes to this. meſſage : One 
anſwer he gives to Bezhadad, that ſent it; caoher he gives to Ha}ael, thar brings it : 
That to Benhadad,is,T how maift ſurely recover; That to Hacacl, The Lord hath ſhewed 
me that he (hall ſarely die : What fhall we ſay then? Isthere a lye,or an equivocation 
in the holy mouth of the Prophet > God forbid: It is one thing what fhall be the na- 
tureand iſſue of the diſeaſe; Another thing whatmay outwardly befall the perſon 
of Benhadad : Thequeſtion is moved of the former; whereto the anſwer is dired ; 
The diſeaſe is not morrall; But withall an intimationis given to the bearer,of ane- 
vent beyond the reach of his demand; which he may know, but either needs not, or 
may not returne : The Lord hath ſhewed me that he ſhall ſurely die; by another meanes, 


— "In 


The Scer of God deſcries morein Hazael, than he could ſee in himfelfe; he fixes 
his eyestherefore ſtedfaftly inthe Syri«ns face, as one that in thoſe lines read the 
bloody ſtory of his life. | 

Hazaclbla(hes,Eliſhaweepes, The intention of thoſe eyes did not ſo much amaze 
Hazael,as the teares; As yet he was not guilty to himſelfe ofany wrong that might 
ſtraine out this juyce of ſorrow: Why weepeth my Lord? 

The Prophier feares not to foretell HaFael all the villanies which he ſhould once 
doe to Irae]; How he ſhould fire their forts, and kill their yong men,and rip the mo- 
rhers,and dafh their children. I maryell not now at the teares of thoſe eyes which 
 foreſaw this miſerable vaſtation of the inheritance of God; The very mention 


— 


eaſe, but to require the Prayers of the Prophet fora good ifſue:Even the worſt man | B 


I ms 


great thing? They are ſavage cruelties whereof thou ſpeakeft;It were more fit for me 
to weepe that thou ſhouldſt repute me ſo brutiſh; I ſhould no lefſe condemne my 


whereof is abhorred of the future author:}hat i thy ſervant a dog that 1 ſhould do 1hs| 


(TIA 


ſelfe for a beaſt, if I could ſuſpe& my owne degeneration ſo farre. Wicked men are 
caried into thoſe heights of impierie, which they could not in their good mo 
have poflibly beleeved;Nature 1s ſubjeft to favourable opinions of it ſelfe:;8: will ra- 
ther miſtruſt a Prophet of God,than her own good diſpoſition:How many from h0- 
neſt beginnings, haye riſen to incredible licentiouſhefſe, whoſe lives are now ſuch, 


{waded them once they ſhould prove ſo deſperately ill.  * 


To give ſome overture unto Hazae/ of the opportunity of this enſuing miſchief; 


the Prophet foretells him from God, that he ſhall be the King of Syris. | 


ee R__ — ELSE —— —— — P__ a? 
— o 


= 


Ets.XX.” | 


confined to his owne Nation;forrain countries take norice of it; and Kings are glad] A 


| 


q 


—_ — _ + Sh 


is 


| | 
that it were as hard for a man tobeleeve they hadever been good, as to have per-! 


| 


Cc. 


— 4 


"Un EE Jehu with Jchoram 


—— — gt 


Aj Herthar ſhewes the event,doth not appoint the meanes; Farre was it from the 
rit of Gods Prophet to ſer,or encourage a treaſon ; whiſeshe ſaid therefore,7 hou 
ſhalt be King of Syria; he ſaid nor, Goe home, and kill thy Maſter ; The wicked aim- 
bition of Hazae/drawes this damnable concluſion our of holy premiſes; and now 
| having fed the hopes of his Soveraigne with the expeCtation of recovery : the next 
day he ſmorhers his Maſter, The impotent defire of rule braokesno delay: Had nor 
Hazeel been graceleſly cruell, after he had received this prediftion of the Seer, hee 
ſhould have patiently awaited for the crowne of Syria, rill lawfull meanes had ſer jr 
2 na his head; now, he will by a cloſe execution make way to the throne ;' A wet 
cloth hath ſtopr the mouth of his ſicke Soveraigne; No noyſe is heard. thecarkaſſe is 
faire; who can complaine of any thing but the diſeaſe > | 
gs | O Hazael, thou ſhalt notthus eaſily ſtop the mouth of thine owne confcience; 
that ſhall call thee Traytor, even inthy chaire of Stare; and ſhall checke all thy | 
royall triumphes, with,7 hou haſt founded thy throve in blood, T am deceived, if this 
wet cloth ſhall not wipe thy lips inthy jollieſt feaſts, and make thy beſt morſells un- 
ſavory: Soveraignty 1s painful] upon the faireſt cermes; bur upon treachery, and 
murder.tormenting : Wofull is the caſe of that man whoſe publike cares are agpra- 
vated with private guiltineſſe; and happy is he,thar canenjoy alirtle with thepeace 
of an honeſt hearr. 
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Jehu with Jehoram and Jezebel, 
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SJEc Hazael began his crueltie with lofſe : Ramoth Gilead is won 
j| from him; 1ehoram the ſon hath recovered that, which Ahab | > Kings 9: 
| his father atrempredin vaine; That City: was deare-bought 
of Iſracl;ir coſt the life of Ahab,the blood of 1eboram ; Thoſe 
wounds were healed withvictory; The King tends his health 
at Iezreel,whiles the Captaines were enjoying, and ſecond- 
ing their ſuccefle at Remworh. | 
= Old Ehhs hath neither cottage nor foot of land, yet fit- 

ting iu an obſcure corner he gives order for Kingdomes: Not by way of authoritie 
(this uſurpation had been no lefle proud, than unjuſt) but by way of meſſage, from 
|D|the Godof kings;Even a meane Herald may goe ona great errand: The Prophetsof 

the Goſpell have nothing to doe but with ſpirituall Kingdomes; To beate downe 
the Kingdomes of fin and Saran, to tranſlate foules ro the Kingdome of heayen. | 
Heethat renued thelife of rhe Shunamires ſonne, muſt ſtoope to age ; Thar 
block lyes in his way to /chu;The aged Propher imployes a ſpeedier meſſenger,who | 
muſt alſo gird up his loynes,for haſte:Nocommon pace will ſerve us when we go 
on-Gods meſſage; The very loſſe of minutes may be unrecoverable. This great Seer 
of God well ſaw a preſent concurrence of all opportunirie: : The Captaines of the 
| Hoſt were then readily combined for this exploit:The Armie was on foot; /choram | 
abſenr;a ſmall delay might have troubled the work;the diſperſionof the Capraines, | 
F and Hoſt, or the preſence of the King, might either have defeared, or ſlacked the | 
diſpatch:He is prodigall of his ſucceſke, that is{low 1n his execution, | 
The dire&ions of Eli{ha tothe yong Prophert,are full, and punttuall, whither to | 
go:what tocarrie;whattodo;where to do it;whatto ſay,whar ſpeed ro make, it his | | 
ad, in his returne :'-In the bulineſſes ofGod,ir matteys nor how little 1s lefc to our | | 
diſcretion; There is no important bufineſſeof the Almighty, wherein his precepts | 
arenor ſtri&,and expreſſe; Look how much more ſpecialty there is in the charge of | | 

God,ſomuch more dangeris in the violation. BE Pt: PLL 

The young Prophet is curiouſly obedient; in his haſte; in his obſervation and | 
carriage : andfinding 7ehe, according to Zliſhaes prediction, ſeramongſt rhe Cap- | 
rainesof the Hoſt,he fingles him fotth,by areverent compellarion,'I have ax #17474 | | 
P cbee,, © Captaine ; Might not the Prophet had ftayed rill rhe table had riſen, | 
| Oo00023 and \ wel 
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of the blood of the Prophets,upon 7eJebel; of wickednefle and Idolatry, upon 4bab: 


| falls heavie upon his ſubjects. Pleaſe your ſelyes,O ye vaine ſinners,in the {low pace 


” 6 (ontemplations, mt ] 


ely pitcht upon this ſeaſon, that the publike view of a ſacred mefſenger, an 
724 pen cd ſa norteda perſon,tofſuch a ſecrecie, might prepare the hangs 
thoſe Commanders of Iſrael, to the expeation of ſame; greatdefigne. 

The inmoſt roome is but cloſe enough for this at 3 Ere many hqures, all IGae] 
ſhall know rhat,which yer may notbe truſted with one eye; The goodnefſe of God 
makes wiſe proviſien forthe ſafety of his meſſengers, and whiles he. imployes their 
ſervice,prevents their dangers. | | 


But how is ir that of all the Kings of the Ten tribes, none was ever anointed bug 
leha?Is it for that the God,who would not countenance the ereCtion of that uſy rped 
throne,would countenance the alteration ? Or is 3t,thatby this yiſble reſtimonyof 
divine ordination, the'courage of the IſraelitiſhCaprajnes might be raiſed up to ſe. 
cond the high and bold attempt ofhim, whom. they ſaw deſtined. from heaven to 
rule? | F-: ge, | = : 
Together with the gyle of this unftion, here wasa charge ofreyenge; A revenge 


neither was the extirpationof this lewd family fore-propheſied.onely ro 1chv, bur 
injoyned. 3431 f LE W 

lick forerold,and the world expected ſome feareful acccuntaf the abominable 
crueltie,& impierie of that accurfed houſe; Now it 1s called for, whenit ſeemed for- 
gotten: Ahab ſhall hayeno poſteritie, 7ezebe/ſhall haye no tombe;, bur the dogges, 
This wofull doome is committed to Jehnes execution. 

Oh the ſare,thoughpavient,juſtice'of the Aloughty : not onely Ahab and 7exe- 
bel had beene bloody,and idolatrous,burt Iſrael was drawne into the partnerſhip of 
their crimes; All theſe ſhall ſhare in thejudgement.* E/#q4bs complaint in the cave 
now receives this late anſwer, He«.cel ſhall plague Iſrael; 7ebs ſhall plague the houſe 
of Ahab and 1ezebel:El:{haes ſervantthus ſeconds Blifbaes Mafter : When wickednes 
1s ripe in the field,God will notler.it ſheed ta grow againe, but cats it up by ajuſt, 
and ſeaſonable vengeance : 4habs drauping under the threar hath pur offthe judge- 
ment from his owne.dayes; now it comes, and-{weepes away his wife, his iſſue; and 


of vengeance; it will be neither leſſe certaine,nor more eaſic forthe delay; rather it 
were topay for thatleiſure in theextremity.. ol 0 ht eh 
The Prophet hath done his errand and is 'gone.7th«rerurnes to his fellowes, with 
his head not mare wet with oyle,than tufied wich thoughts ; nodoubr, his face be-| 
wrayed ſome inward tumults, and diſtractions of imagination; neither ſeemed hec 
to returne the ſame he went out, They aſke therefore, 1s all weff? Wherefore came 
this wad fellow to thee? The Prophets of God were to theſe idolatrous Iiraclites, like 
comets;who were never ſcen without the portendment of a miſchiefe : When the 
prieſts of their Baa were quietly facrificing, all was well; butnow when 8 Prophet 
| of Godcomes in ſight, their guiltinefſe aſkes, 15 a# we? All would bee well but for 
their (ins; they feare nor theſe, they feare their reprover. | 
. Iſrael was come toa good paſſe, when the Prophets of God went with them for 
mad-men : Oh ye ZealitiſhRufhians, -whither hath your impiery and profanenelic 
caried you, that yee ſhould thus blaſpheme the ſervants of the living God ? Ye chat 
runne on madding after vaine Idols, raxe the ſober guides of true worſhip, for 
madnefle. Thus it becomes the godlefſe enemies of truth, the heralds of our pat!- 


ence, to-miſ-call our innocence, torevile our moſt holy profeſſion : What wonder 
isit that Gods meſſengers are mad men unto thoſe,to whom the wiſdome of God 15 
fooliſhneſſe ? | od FO 8 Ll 0d 

- The meſſage was:not delivered to eu for a concealement, bur for publication * 
Silence could not effect the word that was told him; commen notice muſt; 7 
know the man, and his communicatios : The habit ſhowes youthe man, the calling 
| ſhoes you his errand : Even; Prophets were diſtinguiſhed by their cloathss; 
| Their mantle wasnot'the common: weare; why ſhould not this ſacred yocation 
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and chen have followed Zebs to his lodging > Surely, the wiſdome afGod hath pur: | x 
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| bee knowne by a peculiar attyte 2: Theſe Captaines had nor calledhim a wad- mal, 
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A | if they had not knowne him a Prophet : By the man therefare they might ayctſe 
at his meſſage; Prophers doe not uſe to a are, but upan ſerious erran - 4 
of reproate,orof prediction. OY 46 res T "oY ap 
Fay Sviliels af denigh ers not then hows tothe world; They faid, 77 is falſe, 
tell ws now : Amang(t theſe Capraines no combar;.no gukindrefle follow 2 
word fo rudely familiar RN on a nathan evra 
lehu needs not tell them that the man was a Prophet;he tels them the prophecie 
of the man; what he had ſaid,what he had done.”\;', T5 PT. 1 
| .- Their cyes had no ſooner ſeene the 9yle;their eares had no ſooner heard, Thc | 
|ſeithtbe Lord, I bave anointed thee King over Jſrosl, than they riſe from their ſeates./ 
83 rape with a tempeſt, and are hurled into ares ; So doe they haſte-to. pro- "HAY 
p | claime 7eb, that they ſcarce ſtay to ſnarch up their garments, which they had per-i "(Ov | 
haps left behinde them for ſpeed, had they not meant with theſe rich abiliments ” | 
garniſh a ſtate for their new Soveraigne; To whom having now erected aniextem- 
pres Throne, they doe by the ſound of Trumpets give the ſtileof Ropaltie, i7c4+ 
# King. \j = 
-* So much credit haththat mad fellow wich theſe gallants of 7/r«e!, that upon his 
word they will preſently adventure their lives,and change the Crowne. Gad gives 
a ſecret authority to his deſpiſed ſervants; ſoas they which hate their perſon, yer 
reverence their truth ; Even yery {corners cannot but beleeye. chem; If when 'the 
Prophets of the Goſpell cell us of a ſpiritual! Kingdome, they be diſtraſted of thoſe 
which profeſſe togbſerve them, how ſhamefullis the diſproportion 2 how juſt ſhall 
C | their judgement be ? | 
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Yer Icannot fay whether meere obedience tothe Prophet, or perſonall diſlikes 9: 17 
of lehoram, or partiall reſpeds to chu, drew the Capraines of 1ſrael;The will of God ; go | 
may be done thankele(ly, when fulfilling the ſabſtance, we faile of the intention, qi. 
and erre in circumſtance. ned 


Onely Ramithis conſcious of this ſadden Inauguration; This new princedome | 
yet reachesno further than rhe found of the trumper : 1:4» is no lefſe ſubrile, than | 
valiant; he knew that the notice of this inexpected change might worke a bufie,and 
dangerous reſiſtance; he therefore gives order that no meſſenger of the newes may 
prevent his perſonall execution, that ſo he might ſurpriſe /eboraw in his palace of 
lezrcel, whether tending his late wounds, or ſecurely feaſting his friends, and drea- 
n | ming of nothing lefſe than danger; and mightbe ſeene, and felt at once, Secrecie is 
the fafeſt gard of any deſigne;diſcloſed projects are either fruſtrated, or made need- | 
leſly. difficulc. 

Neither is eu more cloſe, than ſwift; That very trumpet with the ſame winde 
ſounds his march; from the top of the ſtaires,he ſteps dawne into his charer., That 
man meanes to ſpeed, who can be at once reſerved in his counſels, and reſolute and 
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quicke in his performances. | | ik 
| Whocouldbut pity the unhappy and unſeaſonable viſication of the grand-child th! 
of /ehoſaphat,were it notthat he was degenerate into the family of Ahab ? Abaziah 19k 8, 


King of Judah is comne to viſit 1ehoram King of Iſracl,the knowledge of his late re- 
ceived wounds hath drawne thicher this kinde il-matched allie : He who was part- | 
F | ner of the war,cannot but be a viſitor of the wounds. | 
kl The two Kings are 1n the height of their complement, and entertainements , 
| when the warch-man of the Tower of /eZree/ elpies a troupe, afarre off, For ought 
was knowne.there was nothing but peace in all the Land of Iſrael; and Judah was 
now ſo combined with it,that both their Kings were feaſting under one roofe; yer, | 
in the midſt of this ſuppoſed ſafety, the watchrower is not unfurniſhed with heedy | 
eyes:No ſecurity. of peace can free wiſe governors from a carefull ſuſpirion at whar 
may coine, anda providence againſt the worſt. Even whiles we know of ng ene- 
mies, the watch tower of due intelligence way nat be emprie, 3. 
| Invaine are dangers fore-ſeene , if they bee nor-premoniſhed; Ir is all one to | 
have a blinde and a mute watch-man; This ſpeakes what hee ſees, 7 ſee 4 com- 


\ Panic. | 
| fo 1 Doubtleſſe) 
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© Doubtleſſe /chor«ws head was now full of thoughts : neither knew he whar Cone 
| ſtru&ion ro put upon this approching troupe; Perhaps,the Syrians (he thinkes)may 
| have recovered Reweth;and chaſed the garriſon of Iracl; neither can hee imapitn 
whether theſe ſhould be hoſtile vidtors,or vanquiſhed ſubjecs.or conſpiring rebel; 
Every way this rout was dreadfall. Oh-1ch64»», thou beginſt thy feares rookie. 
| Hadfſt thou been afraid to provoke the God of Ifracl,thine innocencie had yeelded 
no roome to theſe terrors. | | {5 TOM: 

An horſeman is difpatcht to diſcover the meaning of this deſcried concourſe;y> 
meets them, and inquires of peace;but receivesa ſhort anſwer. What haſt thouth dye 
with peacetturne thee behind me? a ſrenpd 15addrefled;with the ſame ſucceſſe:Borh xr. 
end the craine of ſeh» inftead of returning; Indeed itis not for private perſons to 
hope to reQifie the publike affaires,when they are growne to an heighrof diforder, 
and from thence to aripeneſſe of miſ-cariage : Sooner may a well-meaning man 
hurthimſelfe,than redrefſo the common danger. ! 465] zh 

Theſe meſſengers were now within the mercy of a multitude, had they bur en- 
deavoured to retire,they had periſhed as wilfully,as vainely : Whoſoever will bee 
ſtriving againlt the torrent of a juſt judgetnent, muſt needes bee caried downe in| 
the ſtreame : Sometimes there is as much wiſdome in yeelding, as courage in reſt- 
ſtance, | 

Had this troupe been far off,the watch-man could not haye deſcried the arriyall 
of the meſſengers,their turning behinde,the manner of the march; 7h» was anored 
Captaine,his cariage and motion was obſerved more full of fire, than his feilowes, 
The driving i like Iehues, for he driveth furionſly:God makes choice of fitinſtruments, 
| as of mercy, ſoof revenge ; Thele ſpirits were needfull for fo tragicall a ſcene, as 
was now preparing 1n Iſrael. 

Iehoram and «4 haziah,as netled with this forcedpatience of expeRation,can no 
longer keep their ſeates; but will needs haſten their charers; and fetch that coſtly 
fatisfation,which would not be ſent, bur given. | 

They are infatuated, which ſhallperiſh : otherwiſe 1:horam had beene warned e- 
nough by the forceable retention of his meſſengers, toexpeRt none bur an enemie. 
A friend, or a ſubject could not have been unwilling to be known, robe lookefor; 
Now, forgetting his wounds, he will goe to fetch death. | 

Yet whenhe ſees /eh#,whom he left a ſubje&,hopes ſtrive with his doubts, 7s « 
peace, tehuwhat may be the reaſon of this ſudden journey ? Is the army foyled by 
the Syrians? Is Ramorh recovered ? or hath the flight of the enemy left theegotur-; 
| ther worke ? or isfome other ill newes guilty of thy haſte?What meanes thisunwi. 
ſhed preſence,and returne ? | 

There needsno ſtay for an anſwer;the very face of !eh#,and thoſe ſparkling eyes 
of his ſpake fury,and death to /ehoram; which yer his tongue angerly ſeconds : hat 

peace , ſo long as the whoredomes of thy muther Jezebel, and her witchcrafts are ſo 
many ? | 
| Wicked Tyrant,what ſpeakeſt thou of peace with men,when thou haſt thus long 
waged war withthe Almighty 2 That curſed mother of thine hath nurſed thee with 
| blood,and trained thee up in abominable Idolatries. 

Thou art not more hers, than her ſinne is thine; thou art-polluted wich her 
ſpirituall whoredomes, and inchanred with her helliſh witchcrafts : Now that 
juſt God whom thou,and thy parents have ſo hainouſly deſpited , ſends thee by 
mee this laſt meſſage of his vengeance ; which whiles hee ſpake , his hand 1s 
drawing up that deadly arrow, which ſhall cure the former wounds with a 
worſe. | | 

Too late now doth wretched 1choram turne his charet,and flee, and crie Treaſon, 
O Ahaziah; There was treaſon before,O 1ehoram; thy treaſon againſt the Majeſty 
of God, is now reyenged by the treaſon of 1chs againſt thee. | 

Thar farall (haft,notwithſtanding the Frift pace of both the charets, is dire&ted 
to the heart of 1ehgramthere is no crring of thoſe feathers which are guided by the 


| hand of deſtinie. 
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A Howjult are the judgements of God ! lr was inthe field of Naboth, Whercin| 
|-[choram met with Tebu,; That very ground called tqhim for blood; And now this | 


new.avenger remembers that prophecie which hee heard fromthe mouth of 
.Elgah, in that very place;following the heeles of Ahab; and is careful roperforme |- 
it. Lictledid Zeb thinke, - when hee, heard that meſſage-of E£154h, that his hands 
ſhouldaQt it; now, as zealous of accompliſhing the word of a Prophet, hee gives 
charge to Bidkar his Capraine, that the: b{ecding. carkaſſe of 7ehoram ſhould bee 
caſt upon that very plat of Nab9th : Oh Nabeths bloud well paid for ! Ahabs blood! 
is licked by .dogges, 16 the yery place where thoſe dogges lickt Naborhs . Tehorams 
blood ſhall manure that ground, which was wrupg, from Naboths and leebel 
ol _ to this compoſt. Oh 'garden of hearbes dearely: boughe , royally 
Whara reſemblance there is betwixt the death of the facher, and che ſon; Ahab! 
and 7ehoram ? Both areſhaine in their,chaxer;Both with anarrow; Both repay their | 
blood ta Nabath; and how perfit isthis reraliatiori ? Not onely Naborh miſcaried in 
that cruell.injuſtice, bur his ſons alſo; elſe the inheritance of the: vineyard had de- 
ſcended to his heires, notwithſtanding his pretended offence; and now not onely 
Ahab torfeits his blood to this field;but his fon 1choram allo : Face doth not'more 
anſwer toface, than puniſhmentco fin. .' oo _--.. 
. It was time for 4h42i4} King of Jude, 'to flee : Nay it had. beene time. lon 
beforeto have fled from the-finnes, yea from the houſe of 4hab 5; That brand. is 
fearefull which God ſets upon him; Hee did evil! in jhe. fight of the Lord as aid the 
| heuſe of Ahab, for hee was the ſonne inlaw of the houſe of 4hab; Afﬀnity is too 
often guilty of corrnption;; The ſonne of good 7eboſhaphat is loſt in Ababs daugh- 
rer. IH > | 
Now he payes for his kinde alliance; accompanying the fon of Abb in hisdeath, 
whom he conſorted with,in his Idolatry : Yong Ahazieh was ſcarce warme in his | 
throns, when the miſ.mgtched blood of Atha{:4h is required from him; Nothing is | 
more dangerous than robe imped ina yicked family;this relation toooften drawes 
in a ſhare both of fin and+puniſhment. :. 5 | | Lo | 
Who would not have looktthat /eJebel hearing of this bloody endof her ſen;and 
urſuirt of her allie; and the fearefult proceedings of this proſperous confpiracie, | 
ould have pur herſelfe.ints ſackclothiand aſhes; 8& now findingno meanes either | 
| of defence.or cfcape,ſhould have caft her ſelte inco ſuch a poſture of humiliation,as 
might have moved the.compaſſion of 7h»; Her proud heart could not ſuddenly 
 learne to ſtoope : rather ſhee recolle&s herhighfpirics; andinſtead of humbling her 
ſoule by repentance;andaddreſſing herſelfe for an imminentdeath; ſhe prankes up 
her old carkaſſe, and paints her wrinkled face,and as one that vainly hopes ro datint | 
the courage of an uſurper, by the ſudden beames of Majeſtic; ſhee Jookes out, and | 
thinkes to fright him with-the challenge of a traicor,whoſe either mercy,or juſtice } 
| Could not bee avoided: Exttemitie findes us ſuch as our peace leaves us ; Our laſt | 
thoughts are ſpent upotuthat wee care:molt for; thoſe thathave regarded their face | 
| more thantheir ſoule,.in.their latcer end are more taken up with deſire of ſee- | 
ming faire, than beinghappy : It 1s. no-marvell ifan heart obdured with the cu- | 
ſtome of ſinneſhur up graceleſly. Cqunterfer beaurie agrees wellwith inward un- 
cle xnnefle. NE 4G 43 9711; VILE WT or bt Sg Ms | 
lehues reſolution was too. ſtrongly ſerled tro be remoued with a painted face 9 | 
or an opprobrious tongue ; Hee lookes up to the window, and fayes, Who s \ 
on my ſide, Who ? There want not thoſeevery where, which will be ready to ob- | 
ſerve prevailing greatneſſe : Two or three Eunuchs looke out; hee bids them, 
( Throw her downe : They inſtantly lay hold on their lately-adored Miſtris, and | 
porwrbſeancing all her (hrickes and prayers, caft her downe headlong into.the | 
ER IES ENTRE TE TOE LIT 292777 area rn REA TY 
.| - What heed is tobe taken (ofthe. deepe profeſſed: ſervices of hollow-hearted fol- | 
lowers: All this while they-haye humbly with ſmiles;and officious devotions fawned | 
| \upon their great Querne ;, now apon\the call of a proſperous encmie they 9 | 
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pertheir reſpetts, herroyaltic, andicaſt her downe, as willing executieners Te joy 
. jawes ofa fearefall death : Ir is hard: for greatneſſe ns droves whe i A 
| may traſt : Perhaps the faireſt ſemblance is from the falſeſt heart; Ir was x juſt 
plague of God upon wicked !ezebel, that ſhee was inwardly hated oof her owne.. 
Hee whoſe ſervants ſhee perſecured ,' raiſed 'up enemies to her from her owne &; 
bow. *:05574"1 des 8 | 16611 PLCE 
Thus muſt pride fall; Infolent,idolarrows;cruell lezebel beſprinkles the walls, ang 
payement with her blood; and now thoſe braines thar deviſed miſch tefe againſt the 
fervants of God, are ſtrawed upon the ſtones; and ſhe thar inſulted upon the Pro- 
"TW phers, is trampled upon by rhe horſes teeles : The wicked is kept for the day of defirs. 
ion, and ſhall be brought forth to the day of wrath. | | 
| Death putzan end commonly to the higheſt diſpleaſure. Hee that was ſevere in 
 theexecution of the living,” is mercifull in the ſepulture of the dead; Goe ſee now! 
this curſed woman and barie ber, for fhe is a Rings danghter ; Shee that upbraided 14%» 
with the name of Zim; ſhall bee interred by cbs as Omries daughrer in law | 
as 4 Sydonian Princeſſe z Sotnewhat muſt be yeelded ro humanitie; fomewha ty 
State. 5, 
The dogs have prevented Tehw in this purpoſe, and hayegiven hera livingrombe 
more ignoble, thanthe worſt of the earth; -Onely the ſcull, hands, and feer ofthar 
vaniſhed carkafle yet remaine; The ſcull which was the roofe of all her wicked de- 
| vices, the hands andfeere which were the executioners; theſc'ſhall remaine as the 
monuments of thoſe ſhameful exequies: that future times ſeeing theſe fragments 
ofa body, might ſay, the dogges were worthy of the reſt; Thus !ezebelis rurmed to 
dung, and dogges-meat; Elgah is verified, Naboth is revenged! 1e4red is purged, te- 
bs is zealous, and in all, Gad 1s juſt. a 
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Jchu killing the ſos of Ahab, andthe Prieſts of Bal 


z& Here were two prime Cities of the Ten Tribes, which were 
Na the ſer Courts of the Kmgdomeof1i/racl; Samaria and Jecvee!,; 
>» 1 he chiefe palace of the Kingdome was /ezree/;phe mother Ci-|p 
="4=< Was y ofthe Kingdome, was Samara; 1chis poſicfled of the one, 
San | —= withontany (worddrawne againſt him 7eJree! willingly chan» 
72A) YEHE9 ges the maſter, yeeldingir ſelfero the vittor of rwo Kings, t| 
CVE theavenger of lezebel; the next careis Sameria ;; Either poli- 
| cie, or forceſhall fetch in that head of the Tribes. © 
 _"Theplentifdll ſue of Princes'is no-ſmall-affiarance ro'the people; 4 heb had 
| fonnesenough tofurniſh the Thrones of all the neighbour narions , ro mainraine 
the hopes of ſucceſſion, roall times; How ſeture didhe rhinke the perperuation | 
ofhis poſterity, when hee faw ſeyenty-ſonnes fromhis owne loynes ? Neither was 
| this Royall ifſue truſted, eicher ro weake walls, or tooneToOfe ; but ro the ftro 
| butwarkesof Samaria, and therein tothe ſeverall guards of the chicte Peeres; It 
' wasthe wiſe care of their parents not ro have them obnoxious to the danger of a 
common miſ-cariage, or,ofthofe emulationis which waitupon the cloyednefſe of 
an undivided converſation; but to ordertheirſeparatianid, as one may reſcue ©- | 
ther from the perill of aſſaule, as one may refpe& other out of a familiar ſtrange- 
nefſe : Had 4hab and 1ezebel been 'as wiſe fortheir ſoules,as they were for their ſeed, 
both had proſpered. Bo et Capo 1 Ter 7-7 | 
| 7ehsisyer butinhis firſt a&; Tfall the ſonnes of 4496 bleed not, theprophe:- 
cie is unanſwered; There ſhallbee noneed of his ſiyord, his penne ſhall warke al 
this ſlaughter. Heewrites 2 challenge to ;Samaris, and'therein'tothe guardians of 
the ſornes of Chad; daring thera, out of the'confidence in their defericed Cir, 
in their charets, and horſes, wtheir affoctats andarmes,. toſetupthebeſtef _ 
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A | maſters ſonnes, on his fathers throne, and to fight for his ſicceſſion; T9 
| All the Governours of Ahabs children conſpire inone common feare - nodoubt! 
there wanted not in that numerous brood of Kings, ſome grear ſpirits that, if ar | 
leaſt rhey atrainedro thenorice of this deſigne, longed for a revenge, and ſupge- 
ſted counſels of reſolution to their cowardly guardians; Shallan audacious ufurper | 
runne thus away with the Crowne of 1ſrae/ ? Shall the blood of 1ezebel bee: 
thus traitrouſly ſpilt, thus wilfully forgotten > O 1ſraclires , can you bee fo baſe. 
as to bee ruled by my farhers ſeryant > Where are the metits of .4bab, and leho- 
raw ? What is become of the loyall courage of 1ſrae! > Doubtleſſe, yee ſhall not' 
want able Secondsto your valour ; Doe yee thinke the royall and potent allzances| 
of our mother 7ezebel; and theremaining heires of 1#d44h, can draw backe their 
hands from your aide ? Will they endure ro ſwallow fo cruell an indignitie 2? Stir® 
up your aſtoniſhed fortitude, O yee Nobles of Iſrael; redeeme your bleeding ho-; 
noar, revenge this treacherous conſpirator, and eſtabliſh the right of the undoubt- 
ed heires of your Soveraigne; But as warme cloathes to adead man, ſo are the mo- | 
tions o* valour to a fearefull heart: Behold two Kings flood not before him how then ſhall 
we ſtand. ; | | 
 Feare affrights ir ſelfe rather than it will want bugs of terror:It is true: Two Kings 
fell before /ch»;but,two Kings unarmed, unguarded; Had not the farprizall of 1ebs | 
raken advantage ofthe unſufpitious nakednefſe of rheſe rwo Princes, his viforie | 
had not beene thus ſucceſlefull, thus eafie. Halfe one of thoſe two Kings, upon ad- | 
vertiſement and preparation, had abated the furie of that hor Leader. Ir is the faſhi- 
C | on of feare to reprefent unto us alwaies the worſt, 1n every event : not looking at 
the inequality of the advantages,but the miſery of the ſacceſſe:as contrarily ir is the | 
guiſe of faith,and yalour,by the good ifſue of one enterpriſe to raiſe up the heart to | 
an expeQation and affurance of more. 
Theſe mens hearts are dead with their Kings, neither dare entertaine the hope | 
ofa ſafe and proſperous reſiſtance, but baſely returne, We are thy ſervants, and will dee | 
all that thou ſhalt bid us, we will not make any King: doe thon that which is good inthine | 
res. aft 
Well may 1ehu thinke, theſe men which are thus diſloyall co their charge, cannot |þ 
be fairhfill to me: Ir is their feare that drawes them.to this obſervation: Were they 
not cowards, they would not be traitors to their Princes, ſubje&ts to me : I may uſe | Bo 
their hands, bur I will not cruſt them: It is a thankleſſe obedience that is grounded | 
upon feare; there can be no true fidelity without love, and reverence. Neithet is it % 
| | other berwixt God and us; if out of a dread of hell we be officions, who ſhall 
| | thankusfor theſe reſpeQts toour ſelves ? | | 
As one that had taſted already the ſweetneſſe of a reſolute expedition; Irhs 
| writes backe inſtantly, 1f yee bee mine, and if yee will hearken unto my voyce;, take ye | 
the beads of the men your Maſters ſonnes, and come 10 mee to lezieel ro morrow tha time. 
Valiant chu was ſo well acquainted with the nature of feare , that hee well knew | 
this paſſion once growne deſperate , would bee ready to ſwallow all condirions : | 
ſo farre therefore doth his wiſedome improve 1t, as to make theſe Peeres his 
| | executioners:; who preſently upon the receit of hischarge turne cruell, and by | | 
-p | a joynt conſent ferch off the ſeyentie heads of thoſe Princes , whom they under- 7 
| 'rooke to guard , whom they had flattered. with the hepes of greater ho+ | 
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| No doubt, but amengſt ſo many ſonnes of Ahab, ſome had fo demeaned them- f 
| . - 

| ſelves, that they had won zealous profeſſions of love from their guardians : Except | 
| perhaps death ſtole upen them inſleepe, what teares, what intreaties, what cohju- 
| rations muſt here needs have beene? _. | Df aſe nab 

; What have weedone, O yee Peeres of 1ſrae/, that might deſerve this.bloady 
| |meaſure> Wee are the fonnes of .{Hhab, therefore have yee hitherto profeſſed to 
| | obſerve us; whatchange is this 2 why ſhould char whickt hath hicherto kepr you | 
loyall, now make you cruell? Is this the reward of the long peaceable govern þ 
' ment of our farher2are theſe the Trophees of Ababs victories againſt BenMadad,ltho- 
| Fams 
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| might have fetched ſomedewes of picic fromthe eyes, and kiſſes from the lips of 


| ree/to the Elders of Samarie. Ar laſt, God will be ſure to cqme out of the debtof 


1 now iris juſt with God to puniſh C2 hbs wickedneſſe in this fruit of his loynes,The 


the Almighty, manifeſted by his ſervant Zlj«h; who &venby. the willing ſinnes of| 


\ raigning, ſhed rhe foule blood of 4h«bs poſterity; the fintie is their owne , but in 


(ontemplations. 


die; why will your hands be imbrucd in that blood, which yee had wonttorerme 
royall, and facred? Why will ye of Tators turne murtherers ? All pleas are in vaine | 
rothem that are deafned with their owne feares. Perhaps thele expoſtulation; 


cheſe unfairhfull Tutors, but cannot prevent the ſtroke ofdeath; Theſe Crocodile; 
weepe upon thoſe, whom they muſt kill : and if their owne ſonnes had beene in the 
place of 4h4bs, doubtleſle they had been ſacrificed ro the will of an. uſurper, to the 
parents ſafety : It is ill relyingupon timorous natures ; upon every eccaſion thoſe 
crazie reeds will breake, and runne intoour hands. How worthy were 4hab and 1e.: 
Zebelof ſuch friends ? They had been ever falſe toGod, how ſhould men be true to 


poſteritie : could ever the policy of Jezebel have reacht ſo farre,as to ſuſpet the peſ. 
ſibilicie of the extirpation of ſo ample an iſſue in one night, by the hands of her try- 
ſtieſt ſabjecs? | refs 

Now ſhee that by her letter ſent to the Elders of 1ezreel, ſhed the blood of Na 


both and his fonnes , hath the blood of all her ſonnes ſhed by aletrer ſent from Ieq- 


wicked finners, and willpay them with that coyne, whichis both moſt proper,and 


leaſt look for. 
Early in the morning,in that gate of 1czreel where Ahab had paſſed many an un- 


_  Somecarnall eye that had ſeene ſomany yong and ſmooth faces beſmeared with 
blood, would have melted into compaſſion, bemoaning their harmeleſſe ape, their 
untimely end : It isnot for the juſtice of God to ſtand at the barre ofour corrupted 
judgement. Except we include ſome grandchildren of Aheb within this number, 
none of theſe died before they were ſeaſoned with horrible Idolatric;or ifthey had, 
they wereinthe loynes of Ahab when he ſold himſelfe ro worke wickednefſe ; and 


holy ſeverity of God in the revenge of finne ſometimes goes ſo far that our igno- 
rance is ready to miſtake it for cruelty. £ 


people of 1exzreel : Iehu mectsthemin that ſeatof publike judgement ; and finding 
- much amazednefſe and paſſionate confuſion in their faces; he clearesehem,atid ſends 
themto the true originall of theſe ſudden andaſtoniſhing maſſacres... 0 >. 
However his owne confpiracie,and the cowardly treachery of the Princes of /[-| 
ral had beene (not without their hainous ſinne ): the viſible meancs of this 
judgement , yet hee directs their eyes to an higher authority ; the juſt decree of 


men can moſt wiſely, moſt hoſtilely ferch about his moſt righteous and bleſſedpur- 
ES. | | ET 
- If the Peeres of Simaria out of a baſe feare, if 1chs out of an ambition of 


| themeane time the a& is no. other than whar the infinite juſtice of God would 
juſtly worke by their miſ-intentions. Let theſe 1ſraclites but looke up from earth 
toheaven, theſe rragicall changes cannor'trouble them; thither !cbs fends them; 
wiping off che enyy of afl thisblood, by the warrant of the divine preordinarion : 
In obedience whereunto hee ſends after theſe heires of 4b«b, all his kinsfolkes, f- 


| haſtes to Saw4ria: whom ſhould hee meete with, in the way, bur the brethrenof 
 Ahaziah, King of Indah; they are going to viſit their conzens the fonnes of Ahab: 
| This young troupe was thinking of nothing bur jollitie, and courtly encertaine” 

ment, when they meerewith death : So ſuddenly, fo ſecretly had 7ebv diſparched 


rams againſt Hazacl ? If we may not raigne,yetar leaſtlet us live : Or if wee muſt A 


| them? They had ſold themſelves roworke wickedneſſe, and now they are requited|y | 
| with a mercenary fidelity: fora few lines have theſe men ſold all the heads of 4h; 


faſt Sncys fs Prey e gage Bag ghee TRCTE FO GT CE ſoveraigntic,ſeyenty C 
eaſtly heads of the ſonnes of Ahab. + 


The wonder and horror of thoſe two heapes hath. eaſily drawne together the | 


vorites, prieſtsthat remained in 7eFzeel : and now having cleared theſe coalts, he | 


| theſe bold executions, that rheſe Princes could imagine no cauſe of One 
| | | | Ho 
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How could they thinke it might be dangerous to bee knowne for the brethren of 
Ahaziah, or friends to the brethren of 1choram > The juſt providence of the Al- 
mighty hath brought all this covey under one ner ; 7ehs thinkes it nor ſafe to let 95 
lo many avengers of Ahaziahs blood; ſo many corrivals of his Soveraignty. The 


| unkappy athnity of 7eboſaphet with Ahab is noleſle guilty of this laughter, then 


lehues ambition ; This match by the inoculation of one bud, hath riinced all the 


ſap of the houſe of 1udeh, : The two and fortic brethrenof cAbaziah are there- 


fore ſent after the ſeventie Sonnes of Ahab; that they may overtake them in death 
wham they cameto viſit, God will much lefle brooke Idolatry from the loynes of k 
ITehoſaphat : Our entirenefſe with wicked men feoffes us both in their finnes and 
judgments. 

Doubtleſſe, many Iſraelites that were devoted tothe family and allies of 446, 
hokt(what they durſt)awry at this comon effuſion of royall blood;yer in the worſt 
of the deprayedneſſe of Iſrael, there were ſome which both drouped under the de- 
plored Idolatry of the times, and congratulated to /eh» this ſevere vindication of 
Gods inheritance: Among(t the reſt, /0nadab the ſonne of Rechab was moſt eminent. 
That man was by deſcent derived from 7ethro;a Midianite by nation, but incorpora- 
ted into Iſrael;a man,whoſepiety.and ftrict converſation did both teach,and ſhame 
thoſe twelye Tribes to which he was joyned ; He was the author of an auſtere rule 
of civility to his poſterity; to whom hedebarredthe uſe of wine,cities, poſſeſſions: 
This old and rough friend of /chu,Cout of his moving habitations) meers him, and 
applauds his ſucceſſe; He that allowed not wine to his ſeed.allowes the blood of 4- 
habs (ſeed poured ont, by the hand of 1c»; He that ſhun'd the ciry,is carried in Jehue: 
charet to the palace of Samaria. | | 

How eafily might 1chu have beene deceived? Many a one profeſſes uprightneſſe, 
who yet is all guile: /#v#adabs carriage hath beene ſuch,that his word merits truſt: Te 
15a bleſſing upon the plaine-hearted,that they cati be beleeved. Honeſt /onadab is ad- 
mitted tothe honour of Ichues ſeat;and called(inſtead of many)to witnefle the zeale 
of thenew anointed King of Tſrael. 

Whiles [chu had to doe with Kings, his canning and his courage held equall 


| Pace together; butnow that he is ro deale with idclatrous Prieſts, his wile goes a- 


lone, and prevailes : Hee cals the people rogether , and difſembling his inten- 

tions, fayes, Ahab ſerved Baal « little, but Iehw ſhall ſerve him much : Now therefore 

call unto mee all the Propbets of Baal , all his ſervants , and all bis prieffs, let none bee 

wang : for I havea great ſacrifice ts doe to Baal:whoſoever ſhall be wanting he ſhall nbt 
ive. 

. What adead paleneſſe was there now in the faces of thoſe few true-hearted Iſfa- 
elites, that looked for an happy reſtauration ofthe Religion of God > How could 
they chooſe but think; Alas,how are we fallen from our hopes? Is this the change 
welook'tfor?was it only ambicion that hath ſer this edge upon the ſword of 7chw?Ir 
was not the perſon of Ahab that we diſliked but the fins:If thoſe muſt ſtill ſucceed, 
what have we gained?Wo be to us,if only the author of our miſery be changed,nor 
the condition,not the cauſe of our miſery. 

- Ontheother ſide, what inſultations and triamphs ſounded every where of the 
joyFull Baalites > What glorying of the truth of their profeſſion , becaule of the ſuc- 
ceſſe?whar ſcornes of their dejettedoppoſites>what exprobrarions of the diſappoin- 
red hopes, and predi&ions of their adverſe Prophers.,what promiſes to themſelves 
of a perpetuity of Baaliſme ? How did the diſperſed prieſts of Baal now flocke toge- 
ther, and applaud each others happineſſe, and magnifie the devotions of their new 
Soveraigne ? Never had that Idoll fo glorious a day as this for the pope of his 
(ervice ; Before,he was adored finglely 1n corners,now ſolemne ſacrifices {hall bee 
offered ro him by all hisclients,in the great Temple of the mother City of 1ſrael. I 
can commend the zeale of lebs,T cannot commenid the fraud of Icho;:We may come 


ro our end even by crooked wayes : He that bad him to ſimire for him, did nor bid 


him tolie for him : Falſchood, though it be but rencarive,is neither needed,nor ap- 


proved by the Godof truth:Ifpolicy have allowed officious untruths,Religion ne- 
ver. Ppppp 
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By this device,che houſe of Baal is well furniſhed, well filled; nor one of his Che) þ 


4rim either might,or would be abſent:not one of thoſe which were preſerr mov. 
be unrobed : FAC Gods have ever affected to imitate the'trne. Dren Berge. 
Temples, Altars,Prieſts, veſtments:Al religions have allotted pecnliarhabirs to the;r 
higheſt devotions. Thoſe Veſtmenrs which they mifccalled facred, are broughe 
forth,and put on for the glory of this ſervice. ke 7-06 

Iehu and Jonadab are fitſt careful! rhat this ſeparation be exaR, they ſearch and ſee 
thar no ſervantofthe Lord be crept into that throng:What ſhould a religious Iſrae- 
lite do in the Temple of Baaſ?Were any ſuch there, he had deferyed their ſmart;,who 


' would partake with their worſhip; bur if curioſity fhonld havedrawne any thither, 


the mercy of 1h» ſeekes his reſcue:How much more favourable is the God ofmer. 


cies innot taking advantage of our infirmities. 


Wel might this ſearch have bred ſaſpition,were it not thatin all thoſe Idolattoy 
facrifices,the firſt care was to avoid theprophane - Even Baa! would admit no mix. 
ture,how-ſhould rhe true God abide it. 

Nothing wanted now,but the ſacrifice: No doubt whole heards andflockes were 
ready for a,prerence of ſome royall hecatembes ; whereof ſome had now already 
ſmoakedon their Alrars. O Ichu what meanes this dilation? If thonabhorreſt 344/ 
why did(t thou give way to this laſt ſacrifice?why didſt thon not cut off theſe Idol 


ters before this upſhot of their wickednefſe? Was it that thou mighteſt be ſure of| 


their guiltineſſe 2 Was itthat their number,together with their ſmne , might bee 
compleate 2 What acclamations were here to Baal, what joy in the freedome of 
their revived worſhip: V\ hen all on the ſudden, thoſe that had facrificed,are facrifi- 
ced ; The Soukdiers of leh» by his appointment ruſh in with their ſwords drawne, 
and turne the temple into aſlaughter-houſe. How is the tune now changed ? What 
ſhrieking was here? what out-cries? what running from one ſword, to the edge of4- 
notherzwhat ſcrambling up the walls and pillar?what climbing into the windowes? 
what vaine indeyours to eſcape that death which would not be ſhunned > whether 
running,or kneeling; or proſtrate,they muſt die. 

The firſt part of the ſacrifice was Baals,the latter is Gods: The bloud of beaſts was 
offeredin the one,of men in the other;the ſhedding of this was ſo much more accep- 
table ro God, by how much theſe men were more beaſts, than thoſe they facrificed, 
Oh happic obedience, God was pleaſed with a ſacrifice from the houſe of Baal; The 
Idolaters are ſlaine, the Idols burnt, the houſe of Baz! turn'dto a draught (though e- 
ven thus lefle uncleane, lefſenoyſome, than in the former perfumes;) and in one 
word, Baal is deſtroyed out of Iſrael. p 

Whorhart had ſeene all this zeale for God,would not have ſaid;/ebw is a true Tita- 
elite.Yer, he that rooted our Ahab,would nor be rid of terebeam. He that deſtroyed 
Baal,maintained the two Calves of Daz and Berhel. That Idolatry was of a lower 
ranke ; as beinga miſ-worſhip of the true God, whereas the other was a worſhip of 
Tel > hi the eaſter of both is hainous;and ſhall rob 1ehs of the praiſe of his up- 
rightneſle. | 

py falſe heart may laudably quit it ſelfe of ſome one grofſe fin, and in the meane 
rime hug ſome lefſer evillthat may condemne it;As a man recovered of a Feyer may 
die of a Iaund1s, or a Dropſie. We looſe the thanke of all,if we wilfully fault in one. 

It isan entire goodnefle that God cares for ; Perhaps (ſach is the bounty of our 
God)a partiall obedience may be rewarded with a temporall bleſſing ; (as 7ehnes ie- 
verity to Ahab ſhall carrie the crowneto his ſeed for foure generations) but we cal 
never have any comfortable aſſurance of an eternall retribution , if our hearts and 
wayes be not perfit with God. Wobe tous, O God, if we he notall thine;we can- 
not bur everlaſtingly depart from thee,if we departnot from every fin; Thou haſt 
purged our hearts from the Baal of our grofſe Idolatries, oh cleare ns ftom the gol- 
den Calves of our petty-corruptions alſo; that thou maiſt rake pleaſure in our up- 


Trightnefſe;and wee may reap the ſiveet comfortsof thy glorious remuneration. 


Athaliab 
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5 H the wofull ruinesof the houſe of good Jeheſaphat : chu hath 
Ye [laine two and forty of his iſſue. ;  4thalieh hopes to root our 


> fatallo thatholy Line; One drap of that wickedblood was e- | 2+ 
Þ nough both roimpure, and ſpill al! the reſt which affinity had | 
EA mixed with it. | bs RT | 
> litisnotunlike that 4ha14b betaking himſelfe rothe ſocicty 
gf -. ,., of 1ehorams wars,committed the {way of his Scepter to his mo. 
ther Athalish.. The daughter of 1e7ebel cannot butbe plotting : when ſhehearcs.of 
the death of 4hazi4h, and:his brethren, inflicted by the heavy hand of 1chu, ſhee 
ſtraight caſts for the Kingdome of Judah : The true heires are infants, their mi- 
garity gives her both catour ofrule, and opportunity of an eaſie extirpation.. Per- | 
haps, herambition was not more guilty chan her zcale of Baal:ſme : ſhee ſaw 1ebu | 
out of 2 deteſtation of Idolatry,trampling on the blood of 1choram,lecebel, Ahaziah, | 
the ſons of 4b4b,the brethrenof AhaF74h,the prieſts and prophets of Bal;and in one 
word,triumphing in the deſtruftion both.of 444b, and his Gods out of Iſrael - : and 
now ſhe thigks, Why ſhould not I deſtroy 1ehoſaphar,and his God out of Judah? | 
Whoever faw an Idolaterthat was not cruell? Athaliah muſt needs let out ſome | 
of her own blood,our of the throat of 4haziahs ſonnes; yet ſhe ſpares not to ſhed ir 
out of a thirſt of ſaveraignty.O God how worthy of wonder are thy juſt and merci: 
full difpenſations ? In that thou ſuffereſt the ſeed of good 1choſaphat to be deſtroyed | 
by her hand,in whoſeaffinity he offended,and yet faveſt one branch of this ſtock of | 
lehoſaphar,for the ſake of fo faithfull a progenitor. | 
| Wicked Athaliakconldſt thou rhinke God would o far forget his Servant David | 
(though no other of thoſe loynes had ſeconded his vertues) as to ſuffer all his ſeed | 
to be rooted qurt of the earth? This vengeance was for thy father 4hab.The man ac- 
cording to Gods owne heart ſhal have alineall heire to ſucceed in his Throne,when | 
thou and thy fathers houſe ſhall have vaniſhed into forgetfulneſle. 
_ For this purpoſe hath the wiſe providence of God ordained a /ehoſheba,and matcht 
her in theprieſtly Tribe: Such reverence did 1ehoram, King of Judah (though dege-- | 
'nerated intothe Idolatry of his father in law 4hab)beare to this ſacred function, thar | 
he marries his daughter to 1ehoradathe Prieſt. Even Princeſſes did not then ſcorne 
the bed of thoſe that ſerved at Gods Altar : Why ſhould the Goſpell powre con- ) 
tempt upon that which the Law honoured? 
| That good Lady had too much of 1choſaphat in her,to ſuffer the utter extirpation 
ofthar royall ſeed ; She could not,doubrtlefſe, without the extreme danger of her} 
own life,fave the life of her nephew 1«fþ ; W ith what a loving boldnefſe doth ſhe | 
adventureto ſteale him from amongſtthoſe bleeding carcaſſes, in the chamber of | 
death?Her march gave her opportunity to effe&t that,which both nature,aad Religi- 
on moved her toattempt: neither know I, whether more ro wonderat the cunning 
of the device,or the courage of the enterpriſe,or the ſecreſie of the concealement,or 
rhe happineſſe of the ſuccefſe : Certainly, Athaliah was too cruelly caretull ro forget | 
this ſo late borne ſon of 4haFi4b; of all the reſt, his age would not ſuffer him ro be 
out of hereye : In all likelihood therefore, fhe muſt needs have miſſed ſo noted a | 
corps,had there not beene a ſubſtitution of ſome other dead child in his roome : In 
| that age,the favour is not ſediſtinguiſhable;eſpecially ofa dead face. Wirhour ſome 
pious deceitthis worke couldnever have beeneffeced; Elſe, had the child beene ſe. | 
cretly ſubduced, and miſſed hy his bloody grand-mother, her perperuall jealouſie | 
had both expected a ſaryiving heire, and continued a curions, and unavoydable 
ſearch:both which were now ſhunnedatonce, whiles 4tbaliah reckons him for dead | 
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whom 7choſheba hath preſerved. Miſchiefe ſometimes failes of thoſe appointments, A 

|wherein ir thinks ro have made theſareſt worke;God laughes inheaven ar the plots | 

of Tyrants;and befooles themin their deepeſt projects. He had faidto David, of the | | 

fruit of thy body will I ſer upon thy ſeare ; 'In vaine ſhall earth and hell conſpire to fru- | | 
ſtrate it. 

Sixe yeares hath 79aſþ, and his nurſe beene hid ina cloſe cell ofthe Temple: 
Thoſe reomes were deſtin'd onely tothe holy Tribe ; yet now rJOuge to harbour 
ſucha gueſt; The rigour of the ordinary Law,muſt yeeld to caſes of fo important 

' All this could not poſſibly bee done and continued without the: privity of many 
farthfull Prieſts and Levites; who were as carefull to keep-this coutſel}, as hopeful 
of the iſſue of it ; It is nothard for many honeſt hearts ro agree in xEhivjous ſecres 
fie:Needs muſt thoſelips be fhur, which God hath ſealed up. ©- a WH 

Judah had not been uſed ro ſach a yoke ; [long had it groned under th tyranny 


notof a woman only ,but of an - peat rt 80 ont p24 vn ves og og have 
t toit, as Tehoſheba her ſelfe; Bur good 
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claimedrhar Scepter, none had ſomuch ri | | 
1ehviads the Prieſt, who had rarher to be a loyall guardianto the King, than an huſ 
band to a Queene, now finds time to ſer on foot the juſt ritle of 194ſh ;, and topur 
him into the miſ-nſurped throne of his farther Ahazieh. y Pi 
In the ſeventh yeare, therefore, he ſends for the Captaines, and the Gnard; 
and having ſworne them ſecrecy, by undqubted witneſſes makes fajth unto them 
of the trurhof their native Prince, thus happily reſcaed from the bloudie knife of 
' hi- mercileſſe Grandmorher;marſhals the great buſineſle of his Inauguration; gives 
every one hischarge; ſers every one his ſtation ; and ſo diſpoſes of htsholy forces, | 
as was moſt needfull for the ſafery of the King,the reyenge of the Ulurper,rhe pre- 
ventionof tamults,the eſtabliſhment of the Crowne upon the owners head in Peace 
and Joy. io | 
There was none of all theſe agents who didnat hold the buſineſſe to be his 
owne, Every true ſubject of Judah was feelingly intereſſed in this ſervice ; net- 
| ther was there any of them , who was not ſecretly hearr=baurned all this while, 
with the hatefull government of this Idolatrous 'Tyrennefſe': And now this in- 
| ward fire isglad co finde a vent ; How gladly doe they addrefſe themſelves to this 
welcome imployment ? The greateſt part of this ſecret band were Levites, who 
' might therefore both meere together with leaſt ſaſpition , and bee more ſecurely 
ruſted by /choia4a, under whom they ſerved ; Even that holy Prieſt of God in- 
ftead of teaching the Law, ſets the Guard, orders the Capraines, ranges the 
troupes of Judah ; and inſteadof a Cenſer, brings forth the Speares and Shields 
| of David ; the Temple is, for the preſent, a Field, or an Artillery-yard ; and the 
| Ephods are turned -into harneflſe. That houſe, in the rearing whereof not the | 
 noyſe of a hammer might be heard , now admits of the claſhing of armour, and 
| che ſecret murmurs of ſome military archievement. No circumſtances either of 
| place, or calling, are ſopun@all, as that publique neceſſity may not diſpenſe with 
; their alteration. | ; 


: . . | 
| All things are now ready for this ſolemnity : Each man rejoyces to ray) 
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his owne footing:and longs to ſee the face of theirlong-concealed Soveraigne; 8 
vowes his blood to the vindication of the common liberty, to the puniſhment 
of a-crvell intruder : Now Iehojaaa brings forth unto then the Kings Sonne, and 
preſents him tothe Peeres , and people ; Hardly can the multitude containe It 
{elfe from (honting out too ſoone : One ſees in his countenance the features of 
| his farther, Ahaziah ; another of his Grand-father, 1choram ,; a third profeſies tO 
{ diſcerne in him ſome lines, and faſhion of his great grand-father Tehoſaphat;all finde 
in his face the natural} impreſſions of Majeſty ; and reade in it the hopes , yea the 
prophelies of their future happineſſe. Not with more joy, than ſpeed, doth lehs- 
zada accompliſh all the rires of the Coronation. Before that young King could 
know whar was done to him; hee is anointed, crowned; preſented with the booke 
of the Law : Thoſe ceremonies were inſtructive; and no doubt, Jehoiads failed 
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Athaliah and Joath. 


La 


A | 


| The Crowne,wherewith he was adorned, ſignified that glorie and majeſty which 


| ontward magnificence, true piety and juſtice make up a perfe& Prince; None' of 


not cocomment upon them in duc rime : tO that royall Pupill. Miri ; 

© The Oyle, wherewith:he was anointed, ſignified his deſignation to thar high 
_—_ ; and thoſe indowments from heaven that mighr inable himto fo greata 
fa 100. pa 4 JI; w_ 


\bould bothincourage,andatrend his Princely cares. i 
| ' The booke of the Teftimonie ſignified the divine rules and dire&ions, whereto 
he muſt frame his heart and actions, in the weilding of char Crown, in the improve-« 

mentofthatoyle. _ — 
Theſe three, the Oyle, the Crowne, the Teſtimonie, that is, inward powers, 


theſe maybe wanting ; If there be nor adue calling of God; and abilities meer for 
that greatnefle, the Oyle faileth : Ifrhere be nor a Majeſticke grace and royalty 
that may command reverence,the Crowne is miſling, If rhere be not a carefull re« 


ſpect to the Law of God, as the abſolute guide of all counſels, and determinati- 
ons,the Teſttmony isnegleRed all of them concurring,make both King and people 
happy. 

: ) Now it is time forthe people to clap their hands, and by their lowd acclamarions 
to witnefſe rheir joy; which muſt needs breake forth with ſo much more force, by 
| how muchit was longer, upon feares andpolicy ſuppreſſed. 

The Court and Temple were neere together ; However it was with Arhaitah, 
and the late revolred Princes of Judah , according to the common word, the riee= 
rer to the Church, the further from God ; their religious predeceſſors held itthe 
greateſt comodiry of their houſe,that it neighboured upon the houſe of God; From 
her palace might Athaliah eaſily heare the joyfull ſhouts of the multitude, the lowd 


tions,ſhe comes running into the Temple : Never had her toot trod upon that holy 
pavement;tillnow that ſhe came to fetch a jult reyenge from that God whoſe wor- 
ſhip ſhe had contemned, X 

It fell ont well that her ſudden amazedneſſe called her forth, without the atten- 
| dance of any ſtrong guard,wholc ſide-taking might have made thatquarrell mutu- 
| ally bloody: She ſoone heares and ſees what ſhe likes not; her eare meets with, God 
fave the King; her eye meets with the unlooked-forheire of the Kingdome, fitting 
on his throne,crowned.,and robed.in the royall ta(hion;guarded with the Captaines 
and ſouldiers, proclaimed by the Trumpeters, acclamed and applauded by the 
zeople. Joe! | ne, 

4; Who canſay whether this'ſight drave her more neere to frenzie, or death? 
How could itbee otherwiſe, when thoſe great ſpirits of hers, that had beene 
long uſed to an uncontrolled ſoveraigntie , finde themſelves lo inexpeCtedly ſup- 
| prefled. Is 

s She now rends her cloathes, and cryes, Treaſon, treaſon, as if that voyce of 
hers could ſtill commandall hearts, all hands; as if one. breath of hers were power- 
full enough ro blow away all theſe new deſignes : Oh Athaltah, ro whom doſt 
thou complaine thy ſelfe ? they are rhy juſt execurioners wherewith thou art in- 
compaſſed ;If it be rreaſon to ſet up the true heire of AhaJ1ah , thou appealeſt 


— 


noiſe of the Trumpets; and as aſtoniſhed with this new tumulr of publique gratula- 


Em 


rothy Traitors. The treaſon was thine, theirs is juſtice ; The time is now come 
of thy reckornings for all the royall blood of Judah , which thine ambirion ſhed; 
wonder rather at the patience of this long forbearance, than the rigour of this cxe- 
CUTLION, | LI OCETLEIED] earl fog qa 

There needs'no formall ſeate of Juſtice info apparent offence, Jehoiada paſſesthe 
ſentence of death upon her;Have ber forth of the ranges; Let her not be ſlaint in the houſe 
of the Lord, and him that folleweth her, kill with the (word, + tio 


{! Had not this uſurpatjon beene palpable, Ichoiada wonld nethaye preſumedto 


intermeddle; Now being both the Prieſt of God, and Unckle and ProteQtor tothe 
| Jawfull King; be doth that, out of the-neceſlity of the State, which his infant Sove- 


| raigne(if he could have been capable of thoſe thoughts) would have deſired. 
Frwes PppPpP 2 Violent 
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Violent hands are laidupon Arh«liah, whom-no doubt:z proud and:furious dif | 
daint of ſoquick acharge,and of ſorough an-nfage made miſerably impatient;Now 
ſhe frownes and cals,and ſhrieks,and commands, and:threatens, and reviles, and in. 
treats in vaine;and dies with as much ill will from her ſelfe,as ſhe lived with the. it 
willof her repitmng ſubjeds. - - 11030 Rang 

| Iſcenotany one man of all her late flatrerers,that followes her,cither for pitry, 
or ap ot ng willingly gives her up to juſtice: Net one fivord is:drawnein | | 
herdefence 4. Noroneeye laments her. ' Such istheiffue of a tyrannicall miſ-go- 
vernment ; that which is obeyed not without ſecret hate, isloſt.not withour pub, 


. B . 


ic; How ike is:4thaliah to hermother 1ezebel, as in conditions and carriage, ſo even 
mdearh;Both killed violertcy,both killed under their owne walls; bothflaine wich 
Treafon in their mouths;both flaine in the entrance of a changed government: One 
trodon by the hotfts,the other flaine m the horſe-gare, Both paid their own blood 
for the innocentblood oforthers, FE is 151 

-' How ſuddenly, how eaſily is Judahreftored to it felfe,afrer ſo long,and fo feare- 
full a deprayation ; The people ſcarce beleeve their owne eyes, for the wonder of 
thishappie change '; neither know I whecher they be more joyed 1 the ſight of 
hole new King thus ſtrangely preſerved, orin the ſight of 1eho/ads, that hadpreſer- 
vec him. I F2 

No mancan envie the protetion of che young King unto him,by whoſe meancs 

he lives arid raignes : That holy man cares onely to improve his authority, tothe 
common good! He makes a covenant betweenethe Lord,and the King,and the people: and 
after ſo long and dangerous a disjunCtion, reunites them to each other. The revi- 
vedzeale beftirsir ſelfe, and breakes downe the Temples, and Altars, and Images of 
”” pan his idolatrous Prieſt, Shortly,both 444b,and Bal is deſtroyedout 
of Judah. 7+] Fee: "$5148 | 

. The Scepter of Judah is changedfrom a woman, to child;but,a Child trained up, 
and tutored by Jehviada; This minority ſo guided was not inferiour tothe mature 
age of mariy ptedecefiors. Happy is that land;the non-age of whoſe Princes falls in- 
toholy arid juſt hands. Yeteven theſe holy and juſt hands came ſhort of what they 
might have done ; The high places remained ſtill: Thoſe altars were ereRedtothe 
| true God, but ih a-wrong place:Iris marvyell if there be not ſome blemiſhes found 1D 
| the mw governneht : | I donbt 1cho/ade ſhall once abuy ic deare,that he did not his 
| atthoſt, 5.756 9p): 

But for the maine, all was wel with Judah,in all the daies of 7chojada;even after that 
Ioaſh was grownePiſt his pupillage : He that was the Tutor to his infancie, wasthe 
| counſellor of his ripe age; and was equally happie in both + How pleafing was 1t to 
| that good HighPrieit, - tobe commanded by that charge of his in the buſineſle of 
God? The yongKing givesorder tothe Prieſts,for the colleftion of large ſummes,to 
the Tepayring'of the breaches of Gods hoaſe. It becomes him well to take care of 
| ehat,which was the'qurſerie of his infancy: And now after three and twenty yeares 

he expoſtulates with his late Guardian,7ehoiads,and the reſt of his coate,}Yhy repaire | 
ye nit the breathes? -- Y.-C 4 BO 
| * Ohpraciousand happy viciſſitude ; 7eh9/44s the Prieſt had ruled the infancie of 

King 7oaſh ini rhatters of Scatez/ and now 1gafh the King commands aged ſeh0iads the 
Prieft in matter 6fdevorion.In'the affaires of God, theation is the Prieſts, the 0 
ver-ſight and coaQion is the Princes:By the carefall indeavour of both; Gods houſe 
is repaired, his ſervice flourifheth, , Wes 
_'Batralas, thar it may roo well appeare,-rhar the ground of this deyotion was not 
altoyether inward, \no foonerdoth rhe life of 1r/25444 ceaſe than the deyorion of 
legh begins to languiſh: andaftet ſomefangnonr,dyes; "> | 


- 'Now forme IdolatrotisPecres of Judah have foone miſ.carried the King from | | 
the Houſe of the Lord Godoftheir Fathers toſerve Groves and Idols, Yea, whithe | | 
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i279 | 
A| go we'wretched men,if we be left by our Maker ? King 194d is turned.not Idolatet | 
 only,but perſecutor; yea(which is yet more horrible ” —_— nog 
ſon of that ichoiade to: whom he owes his own life, Zechariah his Coſen-german,his 
foſter-þrother, the holy iſſue of thaſe parents, by whom loafh Tives, and raignes;for 
the canſcionable rebuke of the Idolatry of Prince and people,is unjuftly,and cruelly 
 murthered by that unthankful hand:How poſlible is ir for faire and Saint-lke begin- 
 aingsto ſhut up in monſtrous impieties? Ler him that thinkes he ſtands , take heed 
leſt he fall. When did God ever put up fo foule ingratitude to himſelfe,to his ſer- 
 Yants* Q:464fh, what eyescanpittie the fearefull deftrution of thee and thy Judah? 
; If ye have forgotten the kindaefſe of 1ehoiada, your unkindnefſe to. Ithoide (hall 
| | natba forgotten: A ſmall armvic of Syrians came up againſt Indah and Ternſalem, and de- 
B firoye# all the Princes of the people and ſent all the ſpoyle of them to Damaſcus. Now Ha- 
x46 revenges this quarrell of God, and his anointed;and plagues that people which 
madethemſelves unworthy to be the Lords inherirance. 

And whatbecomes of 194ſþ ? He is left ingreat diſeaſes, when his owne ſervants 
conſpired againſt him fer the blood of the ſons of Iehaiada, and ſlew him on his bed,and he 
died;ond they buried him net in the Sepulcher of the Kings, Dying Zechariah had faid in 
che bitterneſle of his departing ſoule,The Lord looke wpon it, and require it - 1 confeſſe 
Lhsdrather to have heardhim ſay, The Lord paſſe it over and remit it; ſo (aid Steven; 
ſuch difference there is hetweene a Martyr of the Law, and of the Goſpell:although 
I wy hope the zeale of juſtice, not the uncharirable hear of revenge drew forth this 
word:God heares it,and now givesan account of his notice;Thus doth the Lord re- 
| Quire the bleod of Zzboiadaes ſon, even by the like unthankfull hand of the obliged 
ſervants of 7oaſh. He that was guilty of abhominable Idolatry, yer(as if God meant 
to waye that challenge) is called to reckoning for his cruel unthankfulneſſe ro Ichoi- 
«da; This crime ſhall make him odious alive, and ſhall abandon him dead from the 
ſepulcher ofhis fathers; as if thislaft royalty were too good for him , who had for- 

en the law of humanity. Some vices are ſach, as Nature ſmiles upon, though 
frowned at by divine juſtice: Others are ſuch,as even Nature it ſelfe abhorres; ſach 
is this of ingratitade, which therefore carries ſo much more dereſtation from God, 
as itis more odious eyen to them that have blotted out the image of God. 


TJoaſh with Eliſha dying. 


mHcrwo Kingdomesof Judah and Iſrael how ever divided both in 
LIN government, andaffcttion, yer loved to interchange the names of 
RS their Kings; Even Ifracl alſahad their [oafh, no better than that of 
9 Judab; he was not more the father of a later Jeroboam, than (in re- 
F ſpect of miſ-wgrſhip)he was the ſon of the firſt 1er0boaw,who made 
RS Lifracl to ſin; Thoſe Calves of Dan and Betbe/,out of a politick mil- 
| Ir. "deyorion,þeſorred all the ſucceſſion of the ten uſurped Tribes: yer 
even this idolatrous King of Lſtael comes downe to viſit the ficke bed of Eſpa, and 
weepes upon his face. ; 5 Tl 
| Thatholy Prophet was nevet any flatterer of Princes,ncither (pared be invetives ' 
| againſt their moſt plauſible ſins: yer King Joſb,that was beaten by his reproofes, 
| waſbes that facewiththe teares of love, and ſorrow,which had often frowned apon 
How much difference there was betwixt the 1o4ſb of Iſrael, andiheeeſs of 
Judah? That of Judah having beene preſerved and nurtured by tehvigde.the Pricſt, 
| after all profeſſions of dearneſſe ſhuts up ih the unkinde. aurder of his'Sonne, 
and-rhat meerely for the juſt reproofe of-bis\owne Idolatty's This-of {rael har 
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- ſrael,and Judah,is now caſt upon the bed of his fickneſle , yea, ofhis death': Thar 


| neither defeneenor offence,but by them:ſuch was'Z/ſhauntolſtael z The greateſt 


A OI ITINLY 


Contemplations. I; 7 


— 


© CO II I 


offeace, makes love to his dying treprover, and be-dewes his pale face with hi 

teares' : Both were bad enough, bur this of IſraeÞwas, how ever vicions;yer wow7 
narur'd : That of Judah added to his wickednefſe, an ill diſpoſition, a & od 
hamour. There are varieties even ofevill men; ſome are worſe at the rooteon 2. 
at the branch ; ſome more civilly harmeleſſe, others foulerin morality. Accor. 
ding to the exerciſe of the reſtraining grace, naturall men 'doeither riſe, cxfallin 
their 111. .. WD 0749 | | 

 ...The longeſt day muſt have his evening: Good Zliſha,that had lived ſome ninetie 
yeares,a wonder of Prophets,and had out-worne many ſuccefſions in the thrones of 


very age might ſeeme a diſeaſe ; which yet is ſeconded with a languiſhing diſtem. 
per. It is not inthe power of any holineſſe ro priviledge us from infirmity of body 

from finall diſſolurion : He that ſtretched himſelfe upon his bed, over the dead 
carcaſſe of the Shunawites ſon,and reyivedit; muſt now ſtretch out his owne limbes 
upon his fick bed,and die:He ſaw his Maſter E/ah raptup ſuddenly from the earth 

and fetcht by a fiery chariot from this vale of mortality ; himſelfe muſt leiſurely 
wait for his laſt pangs,in a lingring paſſage to the ſame glory. There is not onewa 

appointed to us, by the divine providence, unto one common blefſednefſe- ; One 
hath morepaine,another hath more ſpeed : Violence ſnarcheth away one, another 
by an inſenfible pace drawes eyery day neerer to his terme : The wiſedome and 
goodnefſe of God magnifies it ſelfe in both : Happie is hee that after dueprepa. 
ration, is paſt throngh the gates of death,ere he be aware ; Happie is hethart by the 
holy uſe of long fickneſſe is raught to ſee the gatesof death a farre off, and addreſ- 
= og - reſolute paſſage : The one dies like Z/ab, the other like Zl;þa ;; both 

efledly. 1 ; 

The time was, when a great King ſent to Eliſha to know if he ſhould recoyer;now 
the King of Iſtael,as knowing that Elſha ſhall not recover (ſo had his conſumprion 
ſpent him) comes to viſit thedying Prophet ; and when his teares would give him 
leave,breakes forth intoa paſſionate exclamation, O my father , my father: the charet; 
of Iſrael and the horſemen thereof. Yet the Calves of Dan and Bethel have left ſome 
goodnefſe in 7oaſh ; As thebeſt man hath ſomething in him worthy of reproofe; 
ſo the faultieſt hath ſomething commendable. Had not the Spirit of God himſelfe 
rolate;etmrroafþ did charwhich was evill in the ſight of the Lord, we had admired 
this piety,this reverentreſpect to the Prophet. The holieſt man could not have ſaid 
more : It is poſſible for the clients of a falſe worſhip, to honour (out of another 
regard) the profeſſors of Truth ; From the handof Eliſha had Tebs the Grand-fa- 
therof 7oaſh received his unction tothe Kingdome : this favour might nor befor- 

otten. 
N Vifiration of the ſicke is a duty required both by the law of humanity; "and of 
Religion; Bodily infirmity is ſad, andcomfortleſſe ; and therefore needs the pre- 
ſence;ahd'tounſell of friends to relieve it; Although,when wee draw the curtaines 
of thoſe that are eminently gracious; wee dorather fetch (with 7o4ſh) chanbring a 


bleſſing; 202: mr: 11-8 
| Howſenfible ſhould we be of the lofſe of holy-men,whena 7oaſb [pends his teares 
upon Elijha?If we be more affeted with the forgoing of a naturall friend, or kinl- 
man, than ofa noted and uſefall Propher, ir argues more love to our ſelyes, than to 
the Church of God, than to God himſelfe. oY pi ner regn 
Whatulſe there was of chariots and horſemeninthoſe warres of the Ancient, all 
Hiſtor&s can tell ns: All the ſtrength of the batrell ſtood in theſe : There could bee 


ſafegard to any nation is the ſfanftity and faithfulneſſe of their Prophets; without 
whichtheCharch andStarelyes open tourter deſolation. = Og 
 The\fame words thar: ey ſaidofhis maſter Eljah, when he ſaw himtaken 


up frotn the earth, doth 79aſh now ſpeake of -Eliſbay neere this diſſolution: 079 . 


= 
vingbeeneeſtranged from the Prophet Eliſha, and Marpl y rebuked for the like| þ 


father, my father, chi cliectcof Iſtael; and the tnrfemen thereof. The words were 


| 
| 
' 
| 


he ted 
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 LinX XN; .— with Eliſha dying. - 


A! good; theteares were pious ; bur where are the aftions ? O leaſh, if theProphet | 
were thy father, where was thy h1all obedience 2 Hee cri!d downe 'thy Calves; | 
Fon upheldſt them; hee counſelF'd theeto good, rhon didſt evill in the fight of the | 
Lord. | ARES 37s . | 
If the Prophet were the charers and horſemen of Iſrael , why did(t thou fight a- 
eainſt his holy dofrine?If thou weepeſt for his Tofſe, why didſt thounor weepe for: | 
choſe fins of thine, that procured it? a £S1L | | 
Had thine hand anſwered thy tongue, Ifraethad beenie happie ih Eliſha; Eliſha 
had beene happie in Iſrael, and thee: ; Words are 'nogood triall of profeſſion : | 
The worſt men may ſpeake well' : | Aﬀtions have onely the power to deſcry hypo- 
 crites. | ror 


p | Yereven a Joaſh thus complying, ſhall-nor goe away unbleſſed : This out- | 
| ward kindneſſe ſhall receive an outward retribution ; Theſe few drops of warme 
water ſhed upon the face of a Prophet, ſhall norloſe their reward ; The ſpirit of 
propheſie forſakes not the death-bed of El:ſhe ; Hee calls for bow, and arrowes, 
and puts them into the hand of Joaſh , arid pntting his'/hands upon the Kings 
hand, he bids to ſhoor Eaſtward : and whiles the ſhaft flyes, and lights, he faies, | 
The Arrow of the Lords deliverance from Syrit, for thon ſhalt ſmite the Syrians in 
Apbek, till thou bave conſumed them + If the weake and withered hand of the Pro- 
hethad not beene upon the yourhfull, and vigorous handof the King, this bow 
1ad beene drawne in vaine ; the ſtrength was from the hand of the King, the | 
bleſfing from the hand of the Prophet : Hee whole reall parable hath made the | 
earth to bee Syria, the arrow , revenge, the archer, /oafh, hath obrained for his 
laſt boone from God to Iſrael, that this archer ſhall ſhoot this arrow of revenge, 
into the heart of Syria, and wound it to death, When then the hand of the King, | 
andof the Prophet , drawes together , there cannot chuſe bur ſucceſſe muſt fol- 
low. | | | 
How readily doth El;ſhanow make good the words of 10aſh? How truly is he the 
Charets and Horſemen of Iſrael ? [ſrae] had not fought withour him, much lefle had 
been victorious; If theirs be the indeayour, the ſucceſſe is his : Even the dying Pro- 
pher puts life, and ſpeed into the Forces of Ifrae], and whiles he 1s digging his 
ownegrave,is raiſing Trophees to Gods people, . 

He had received kindnefſe from the Syrians; amongſt them was he harbour'd in 
thedearth ; and from ſome of their Nobles, was preſented with rich gifts; bur 
their enmity to Iſrael drownes all his private relpe&s, he cannot but profeſſe 
hoſtilicie tothe publique enemies of the Church : Neither can he content him- 
ſelfe with a ſingle prediCtian of their ruaine. He bids /afh ro take the arrowes, 
and ſtmire upon the ground, he ſers no number of thoſe ſtrokes ; as ſuppoſing the 
frequence of thoſe blowes, which Joaſh might well (upon his former parabolicall | 
a&t) underſtand to bee ſignificant. The flacke hand of the King {mites but 
thrice. So apr wee are to beewanting to our ſelves; ſo coldly doe wee execute } 
the commands of God : The ficke Prophet is not more greeved, than angry at | 
this dull negligence; Doubtleſſe God had revealed tohim (for his laſt gratificarion) 
that upon his fervent prayers, ſo oft as Ioaſh ſhould voluntarily (afrer his genctall 
charge) ſmire the earth, ſooft ſhould Iſrael {mite Syria. El ſhars zeale doth not 
languith with his body : with a fatherly authority he chides him, who had ſtiled | 
him father; not fearingto ſpend ſome of hislaſt winde ina milde reprcote, Thow 
fhouldeſt have ſmitten five or ſixetimes, then thou hadft ſmitten Syriaril thou badſt cone 
ſumed it , whereas now thou ſhalt ſmite Syria but thrice, Not thar the enchangeable 
decree of the Almighty meant to ſuſpend it ſe]feupon the unceriaine ifiue of Joaſhes 
will ; bur, he char puts this word into the mouth of his Propher, purs this mction 
into the hand of the King, which did not more wi lingly ſtay,then neccflarily obey 
that providence whereby ir was ſtirred. Even whiles wee have our freeſt choyce, | 
wee fall upon thoſe ations and circumſtances, whereby the juſt and Þoly will of ] 
owr Gods brought about. Our very neglects, our 1ignorances (1.all fulfill is erernall | 
counſells. 
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| _ (Contemplations . 
|. Ziſhadies,andis borieds hismiracles doe not ceaſe with bis life; Who 


| 


' raiſe the carkaſſe that ronched them. God will be free,jn his warke 


him, that gaveit by his bones. 1ſrael ſhall well fee that he liv 
| liſha was both in life,and death, miraculous ; Whiles the Prophet was alive, then. 

petration might ſeeme tobe his, ao, the power were Gods; now that he js ay 
the bones can challenge nothing, bur ſend the wandring Iſraelites to that almj whe , 


Iſrael more dead than the carkaſſe thus buried, how could they, choole bur. ſeen 
this revivedcorps, an embleme of their owne condition > How could they chooſe 
bur thinke, If we adhere to the Godof Eliſha, he ſhall raiſe our,decayed eſtates and 
reſtore our nation to the former glory. pine ji Es p 

The Sadawces had as yer no being in-1ſracl, with what face could that herefje ever 
after looke into the world,when before the birth of it,itwas ſopalpably convince 
with an example of the reſurrection? Intermiſſion of time,and degrees of corrupti- 
| ON adde nothing to the impoſſibility of our riſing: The body that, is once cold in 
| death, hath no moreapritude ro a reanimatian, than that which. is moldred into 
duſt; Onely the divine power of the Maker mult reſtore. excher, can reſtore hah : 
When we are dead,and buryed in the grave of our (inne ; it is onely the touch of 
Gods Prophers,applyingunto us the death and reſurrection of the Son of God, that 
can put new life into us; Nolefle true,thongh ſpiritual), 1s the miracle of our raifing 
up from an eſtate of inward corruption,to a lite of grace. 

Yet all this prevailesnot with 1ſrael - Nobones of E/iſha could raiſe them from 
their wicked Idolatry : and, notwithſtanding their grofle .finnes, 1o«ſb their King 
proſpers: Whether it werefor the ſake of 1chu, whoſe grand-child he was,or forthe 
ſake of El:ſha,whoſe face he wept upon, his hand 15notably ſucceſſefull : not only a- 
eainſt the ſon of Het, King of Syria, whom he beates outofthe Ciries of Iſrael, 
but,againſt 4maJiebKing of Judah, whom he took Priſoner, beating down the ver 
wals of Jeruſalem, and returning laden with the ſacred, and rich ſpoile both of the 
Temple,and Court, to his Samaria. 

Oh the depth of the divine Jaſtice,and wiſedome in theſe outward adminiſtrati- 


PO One 


>. EE 


was right in the ſight of the Lordz10fþ, evill: 4ma7/4h followes D avid(thoughnot 
with cqual paces)1oaſh followes Ieroboam,yet is Amaziah ſhamefully foyled by 194fh, 


Zecharia.and their late revolt to Idolatry;or,whether 4m2aziahs roo much confidence 
in his own ſtrength (which moved his bold challenge to /04/h) were thought fit to 
| be thus taken downe, or what ever other ſecret ground of Gods judgement there 


love, or hatred, ſhall be ſare ro ran upon that woe, which belongs tothem that call 

| good eyill,and evillgood. 

| What a ſavage peece of juſtice it is toput the right, whether of inheritance , or 

honor, to the deciſion of the ſword, when it is no newes for the better ro milcarry 
by the hand of the worſe. 

 Theraceisnot to the ſwift;the battell is not to the ſtrong; no not to the good: 

Perhaps,God will correQ his own by a foyle;perhaps,he will plague his enemy by a 


4 CCYOWNE, 


ho can mar. 
| yell that his living prayers raiſed the.ſon of the Shupamye, when his FRY waa A 


| C61 V Sz hee t | 
die himſelfe,yer ſhall revive another, the ſame power might have EN aa 


Dy whoſe vertge, x. 


| Agent, to whom it is all one to worke by the quicke,ardead. Were nor the men oF 


ons! The beſt cauſe,the beſt man doth not ever fare beſt : Ama7/ah did that which 
Whether God yet meantro viſitupon this King of Judah, the ſtill-odious unthank- | 
fulneſſe of his father to 7ehoiada; or, to plague Judah for their ſhare inthe blood of 


might be,jr is not for our preſamption to inquire: Who ſo by the event ſhal judge of 


victory. They are only our ſpirituallcombars wherein our faithfull courage is ſurc of 


Ly 


—— 
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= zziah Leprous z 


an an I_-_w=dwu. dt am. AT. AE, and : 
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U2zzian Leprous, 


&#Venthe Throne of David paſſed many changes of good, and evill: 
Jp Good Iehoſaphat was followed with three ſucceſlions of wicked 
| Princes;and thoſe three, were againe ſucceeded with three others 
SI Wh gedly,and vertuons; Amaziah for a long time ſhone faire, bur at 
| Wa) the laſt,ſhut up ina cloud; The gods of the Edomites marred him: 
his rebellion againſt God, ſtirrdup his peoples rebellion againſt 
him : The ſame hands that ſlew him,crowned his ſonne Vzztah, 
ſo as the young King might imagine it wasnot their ſpight,that drew violence up- 
| on his father,but his owne wickednefſe ; Both early did this Prince raigne,and late; 
he began ar fixreene; and ſat fifty two yeares in the Throne of 1adah : They that 
mutinedin the declining age of Amvaz/4h, the father; are obſequious to the child: 
hood of the ſonne, as if they profeſſed ro adore Soveraignty , whiles they hated 
lewdnefle : The unchanged government of good Princes is the happineſſe , no | 
lefſe of the ſubjects than of themſelves : The hand knowes beſt to guide thoſe | 
raines to which it hath beeneinured; and even meane hackneyes goe oh cheare- 
fully in their wonted rode ; Cuſtore, as it makes evils more ſupportable, ſo 
or” irmeets with conſtant mindes, makes good things more pleaſing and bene- 
call. 

. The wiſe and holy Prophet Zechariah, was an happy Tutor to the minority of | 
King YzFiah ; That veſſel! can hardly miſ-carry where a {kilfull ſtereſ-man firs at 
the helme: The firſt praiſe ofa good Prince is to be judictous,and juſt, and pious; in 
himſelfe;the next is,to give eare, and way, tothem that areſuch : Whiles Zechariah 
hath the viſions of God, and Yz3544 takes the counſels of Zechariah,it is hard to ſay 
whether the Propher,or the King,or the State be happier. | 

Godwill be in no mansdebt; fo long as Y3=14b ſought the Lord, God made biz to 
proſper Even what we do out of dutie cannot want a reward : Godlinefſe never diſ- 
appointed any mans hopes,oft hath exceeded them, If Y33z4h fight againſt the Phi- 
lifts, if againſt the Arabians,and Mehunims, according to hisnames, the fttengrh, 
the help ofthe Almighty is with him:The Ammworites come in with preſents,andall 
che neighbour-narionsring of the greatneſle,of the happineſle of Yz7:h; his bounty 
and care makes Jeruſalem both ſtrong,and proud of her new Towers ; yea the very 
Deſarr muſt taſte of his munificence. TT 

The outward magnificence of Princes cannot ſtand firme, unlefſe it be built up- } 
on the foundations of providence and frugality ; F444 had nor beene fo great a 
King,ifhe had not been fo great an huſband; he hadhis flocksin the deſarrs, and his 
heards in the plaines, his ploughs in the fields,his vinedreſſers upon the mountaines, 
and in Carmel:neither was this more out of profit, than delight, for he lowed hizsban- 
dry.Who can contemne thoſe callings for meannefle, which have been the pleaſures 

of Princes. 

Hence was Y734ah {o potent at home, ſo dreadfull to his neighbouts; his warres 
had better ſinewes than theirs -; which of his predeceſſors was able to maintaine ſo 
| ſetled an army,of more thanof three hundred and tenne thouſand trained ſouldiers 
well furniſhed, well fitted for the ſuddenneſt occaſion ? Thrift is the ſtrongeſt prop 
of power. | 

The greatneſſeof Y4ziah, and the rare devices of his artificiall Engines for wat, ' 
have not more raiſed his fame, than his heart : ſo15 he ſwolne up with the admirati- 
on of his owne ftrength.,and glory,thathe breakes againe;How eaſie it is for the beſt 
man to dote upon himſelf;and tobe lifted up ſo high,asto loſe the ſight both of the 
ground,whence he ariſes,and of the hand that advanced him? How hard it is for him 
that hathinvented ſtrange Engines for the battering of his enemies, to findotit any 
meanes to beate downe his owne proud thoughts 2 Wiſe Salomon knew what he 


did, when ke prayed tobe delivered from too much : Zef,faid he, 1be full, and device 
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he therefore, attended with foureſcore valiant aſliſtants of thatholy Tribe, haſtens 


chee,and ſay, Who is the Lord? Upon this Rocke did the ſon of Salomon runne and ſpliti A 


himſelfe ; His full fayles of proſperity carried him into preſumption and rakes. 
what may he not doe ? what may he not be ? Becauſe he found his power oth 
wiſe unlimited; over-ruling 1n the Courr, the Cities, the Fields, the Deſerts, the 
armes, and Magarins, therefore hee thinkes hee may doe ſo inthe Temple too : ; : 
chings royall, civill, huſbandly , military paſſed his hands, ſs why ſhould not 
(thinkes he) ſacredalſo. ? Irisa dangerous indiſcretion fora mannot to khow the 
bounds of his owne calling : What confuſion doth not follow upon this breakingof 
the rankes, | 

Upon a ſolemne day,King Y;ziah clothes himſelf in Pontificall robes,and in the 
view of that populous aſſembly , walkes up in ſtate, into the Temple of God, and 
boldly appproching tothe Altar of Incenſe, ofters toburne ſweet odors upon it to 
the Gods of heaven: AFariah the Prieſt is ſenfible of ſoperillousan incroachizent, 


after the King,& finding him with the cenſer in his hand,ready addrefled to that fin- 
full devotion, ſtayes him with afree, and grave expoſtulation : There isno place 
wherein I could be ſorry toſte thee;O King, butthis,where thou arr;neither is there 
any a&t,that we ſhould grudge thee ſo much,as this,which is the moſt ſacred , I it 
poſſible that ſo great an overſight ſhould fall into ſuch wiſedome ? Can a religious 
Prince trained up under an holy Zechariah, after ſo many yeares zealous profeſſion 
of piery,be either ignorant,or regardlefſe of thoſe limits, which God hath ſer to his 
owne ſervices? | 

Oh, what meanes this uncouth attempt? Conſider O deare Soveraigne, for Gods 
fake, for thy ſoules ſake, conſider where thou art, what thou doeft; it is Gods houſe 
whereinthou ſtandeſt,not thine owne; Looke abour thee, and ſee, whether theſe 


vailes,theſe Tables,theſe Pillars,theſe Walls,theſe Pavements,have any reſemblance | 


of earth- : There is no place inall the world whence thy God hath excluded thee; 
but only this, this he hath reſerved for his owne uſe : And canſt thou thinke much 
to allow one roome as proper to him, who hath not grudged all the reſt ro thee, 
Bur if it be thy zeale of a perſonall ſervice to God,thart hath caried thee hither; alas, 
how canſt thou hope to pleaſe the Almighty with a forbidden facrifice 2 Which 
of thine holy Progenitors ever dared to tread, where thy foot now ſtandeth? which 
of them ever put forth their hand ro touch this ſacred Altar > Thou knoweſt that 
God hath ſer apart and ſanGtified his owne attendants ; Wherefore ſerves the Prieſt- 
hood,ifthis be the right of Kings? were itnot for the ſtrict prohibition of our God, 
it could ſeeme no other then an honour to our profeſſion, that a King fhould thinke 
to dignifie himſelfe by our employment;but now knowing the ſevere charge of the 
oreat King of heaven,we cannot but tremble to ſee that cenſer in thine hand; who 
ever,out of the holy Tribe, hath weilded it unrevenged ? This affront is not to us, 
it is rothe God whom we ſerve ; Inawe of that terrible Majeſty ,as thou wouldlt a- 
void ſome exemplary judgement,O King withdraw thy ſelfe, not without humble 
deprecations,from this preſence; and lay down that interdided handfull, with feare 


and trembling; Be thou ever a King,let us be Prieſts; The Scepter is thine, let Cen- | 


ſers be onrs, | 


Whar religious heart could do other then relent at fo faithfull and juſt an admo- 
nition? But how hardis ir for great perſonsto yeeld they have offended ? VzLiah 
muſt not be faulty,- what is done rafhly ſhall be borne out with power ; Hee was 
wroth; and thus expreſſeth it: Whaf meanes this ſaucy expoſtularion, O ye ſons of 
Levi, how dare yee thus malapertly controll the well-meant ations of your Sove- 
raigne?If yee be Prieſts,remember that yee are ſubje&s; or if yee willneeds forget 
it, how eafie Is itfor this hand to awake your memory? Whar ſach offence can it be 
forme to come into thathouſe, and to touch that Altar, which my royall Progent- 
tors have made,beautified, conſecrated?Is the God of this place only yours? Why do 


ye thus ambiriouſly ingrofſe Religion? If Princes have not intermedled with theſe 


er«| 
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holy affaires, it was becauſe they would not, not becauſe they might not; When 
thoſe laweswere made for the Sanftuary, there were no Kings to grace theſe divine 


Uzziah leproue. = | 


A 


[ 


b. 


| 


| 


know not) areno lefle ſacred then yourowne. Ir is your preſumption to account 
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ceremonies; yet even then, Moſes was priviledged. The perſons of Princes (if ye J 


the Lords anointed, prophane : Conteſt with thoſe, whoſe. dry and unhallowed 
heads are ſubje&tto your power; For me, I will not afke-yaur leave tobe devour : | 
Looke yeeto your owne Cenſers, preſume not to meddle with mine; inthe meane 
time, can ye thinke this inſolence of yours ſhall eſcape unrevenged ? Can it ſtand 
with the honour of my ſoveraigatie, to be thus proudly checke by ſubjets 2 God: 
doe ſoto mgand more alſo, if, Whiles Yz 214 yet ſpeakes, God ſtrikes ; Ere the 
words of fury can come forthof his mouth, the leproſie appeares 1n his forehead: 
Leprofie was a moſt loathſome diſcaſe;the forchead is the moſt conſpicnous part: 
Had this ſhametull [curfe broken forth upon his hand, or foot, or breaſt, it mighr 
have been hid from the eyes of men; now the forchead is ſmitten with this judge- 
ment, that God may proclaime to all beholders, Thus ſhall it bee done to the Se 
whoſe arrogance hath thruſt him upon a facred charge. Publique offences muſt have | 
open (hame. | 

Ic is a dangerous thing to put our ſelves into the affaires, into the preſence of 
God,unwarranted); There cannot be a more fooliſh miſprifion, than,becauſe we are 
great on earth, ro thinke we may be bold with heaven : When Gods meſſengers 
cannot prevaile by counſels, intreaties, threats, it is time for God to ſhow his imme. 
diate judgements. Wilfull offenders can expect nothing bur a fearefull revenge. 

Now begins 47744 to be confounded in himſelfe;and ſhame ſtrives with lepro- 
Ge, for a place in tis forchead; The hand of God hath done that in an inſtant which 
all the tongues of men had attempted inyaine : Thereneeds no further ſolicicor of 
his egreſſe; the ſenſe of his plague ſends him forth alone : And now he thinkes, 
Wretched man that I am, how have Iangred God; andundone my ſelfe? I would 
needs come in likea Prieſt,and now goe forth a Leper : the pride of my heart made 
methinke my ſelfe worthy rhe preſence ofa Gad; Gods juſt diſpleaſure hath now | 
made me unworthy of the preſence of men:whiles Iaffetedthe altar,I hayeJoſt my 
throne; whilesI ſcornefully rejected the advice and cenſures of Gods Miniſters, I 
am now become a ſpectacle of horror,and deformitie, to my owne ſervants; I that 
would be ſending up perfumes to heaven, have made my naſtineſſe harefull ro my 
owne ſenſes. What doelI under this facred roofe ? Neither is Gods houſe now, for 
me,nor mine owne; what cell, what dungeon is cloſe enough for me, wherein to 
weare out the reſidue of mine unhappy and uncomfortable dayes? O God thouart 
juſt, andT am miſerable. 

Thus with a deje&ted countenance, and fad heart, doth Yzziah haſte, to retire 
himſelfe; and wiſhes,that he could be no lefſe hid from himſelfe,than from others : 
how eaſie is it for the Godof heavento bring downe the higheſt pitch of earthly 


Upon the leiſure of ſecond thoughts, Yzz1ab cannat but acknowledge much fa- | 
vour in this correCtion, and confeſſe to haye eſcaped well; Others, hee knew, had 
been ſtruck dead,or ſwallowed up quick for fo preſumptuous an intruſion : Ir is 
happy for him if his forchead may excuſe his ſoule, | | 

YzXiah ceaſed not to be a King, whenhe began to be a leper; the diſeaſe of his | 
forehead did not remove his Crowne : his ſonne /otham raigned for him,under him, | 
and whiles he was nor ſeen, yet he wag obeyed. The character of Soveraignty is in- | 
deleble,whether by bodily infirmirie,or by ſpirituall cenſure : Neither is it other- 


reatneſſe,and to humble the ſtubborneſt pride? . | 


wiſe, O God.betwixt thee, andus,if we be oncea royall generation unto thee, our 


ſtill the poſſeſſion of that glorious kingdome, wherein we are inveſted from eter- 


leproſies may deforme us,they ſhall not dethrone us: ſtillſhall we have the right, | 


nitie . ; ? 
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 thing,which ſome ſervile wits were not readie both to applaud and juſtifie. 


(ontemplations. a - 1B. XN 
Ahaz with hu new eAltar, A 


| | 
2a, Fter many unhappy changes of the two thrones; Aha 
ol) FNC (e577 lotham licthe Kingdome of Judah : an ill ſonne of Ck 
5 A Yea (©) ther ; not more the heire of Davids ſeate,than of lerobrum; fin: 
TE /\ 1D Though Iſrael play the harlot, yer who can abide that Judah 
re \) ſhould finne ? It is hardnot to be infeqted with a contagious 
neighbour-hood : who eyer read that the Kingdome of Iſrael 
S&ED) was ſeaſoned with the vicinity of the true Religion of Judah 2: 


Goodneſſe (ſuch as our nature 15)is not ſo apr to ſpread : A tain. 


ted ayre doth more eaſily affect a ſound body, than an wholeſome ayre can cleare 'n 


the ſicke : Superſtition hath ever been more ſucceſſefull, than truth; The yong 
yeares of Ahax are ſoone miſ-led toa plauſible miſ-devorion. | 

A man that 1s once falne from truth, knowes net where hee ſhall ſtay : From the 
Calves of Ieroboam is Aha7 drawne tothe gods of the heathen; yea, now, Bulls and 
Goates are too little for thoſe new deities, his owne fleſh and blood is but deare 
enough; He made his ſonne to paſſe through their fire. Where doe we finde any religh. 
ous Iſraelite thus zealous for God ? Neither doth the holineſſe and mercy of ou 
God require ſocrnell a ſacrifice : neither is our dull, and niggardly hand ready to 
eratifie him with more eaſie obediences ; O God how gladly ſhould we cfferunto 
thee our ſoules, and bodies, which wee may en'oy ſo much the more , when hey 
are thine; ſince zealous Pagans ſticke not toleeſe their owne fleſh, and blood in an 
Idols fire ? 

He that hath thus ſhamefully caſt off the Godof his fathers cannot be long with- 
out a fearefall reyenge. The King of Iſrael galls himon the one ſide; the King of 
Syria on the other: To avoide the ſhocke of both, 4444 doth not betake himſelf 
to the God whom he had offended, who was able to make his enemies at peace with! 
him, but to T:glath Pileſer King of Afþur : Him doth he woo with ſuites, with gifts; 
and robs God of thoſe preſents, which may indeare ſo ſtrong an helper. Hee that 
chought not his ſonnetoo deare for an Idoll, think es not Gods filyer and gold roo 
deare foran Idolatrous abettor, 

Oh the infinite patience of the Almighty | God givesſucceſſe a whilete fo offen- 
five arivalitie : This 4ſrias King prevailes againſt rhe King of Syria. kills him,and 
rakes his chiefe Citie, Damaſcus; The quarrell of the King of Judah hath enlarged] 
the Terrigpries of his aſſiſtant, beyond hope; And now, whiles this 4 ſyrian vidor 
15 enjoying the poſſefſion of his new-won Damaſcus : Ahaz goes up thither to meet 
him, to congratulate the vicorie, to adde unto thoſe triumphs, which were drawne 
on by his ſolicitation.There he ſees a new faſhioned Altar;that pleaſes his eye; That 
old forme of Solomons, which was made by the patterne ſhewed to Moſes in the 
Mount, is now growne ſtale, anddefpicable; A modell of this more exquiſite frame 
is ſent to Y75ahb,the Prieſt; and muſt be ſampled in ler«ſalew. 

It is a dangerous preſumption to make innovations, if but in the circumſtances 
of Gods worſhip. Thoſe humane additions which would ſeeme rograce the inſtitu- 
tion of God ,deprave it: That infinite wiſdome knowes beſt what will pleaſe it ſelfe, 
and preſcribes accordingly; The fooliſhneſſe of God is wiſer than the wiſedome of 
men; Idolatry and falſhood is commonly more yep and plauſible, rhan truth; 
That hearr which can for the outward homelinefſe deſpiſe the ordinances of God, 
Is alreadie aliened from true Religion,and lies open to the grofſeft ſuperſtition. © | 

Never any Prince was fo foulely idolatrous,as that he wanted a Prieſt to ſecond 
him : An 775ah is fit to humour an 4haz. Greatneſſe could never command any 


Ere the King can be returned fromDamaſcxs,the altar is finiſhed;It were happy if 


D 


true godlines could be ſo forwardin the proſecutions of good: Neither is this ſtrang 

pile reared only, but thruſt up betwixt Gods Altar, and the Temple; in an apparem 

precedencie,as if he had ſaid, Let the God of [ud4h come þehinde the Deities F S5- 
n 


rid. | 
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land of 1udsh? who can expreſie the horror of G 


Ing will 
gods of Damaſc - 


And now, to make up the full meaſure of bis impietie.this ide 
himſelfe be ſacrificing upon hisnew alrar;to hirnewgods the roy 
Kings of Syria belpe them herefore will I ſacrifice to thewi,that they mas me. 

Oh blinde-ſaperſtirion ! how did che godsof Syr:« help reke. (pur borh 
thoſe Kings,and their gods were vanquifhed,and raken by the King of Afſyria? E- 
ven this Damaſcus,and this altar were rhe ſpoile of a forraigne enemy; How then 
did the gods of Syria help their Kings,any other;than rorheir ruie-2, whar dotage 
15 this to make choyce of a foyled protection ? Buthad the Syrians Pre 


| Frofpered, muſt 
cheir gods have the thankes? Are there noaurhors of good but b xtkes or Devill p 


An uſurped prieſthood well becomes a falſe Deitie. Becauſe (aithbe) the gods of the | 


votion? O faoliſh 4has, it is the God thou haſt forſaken; that plagyes thee, under 
whoſe onely arme thou mighteſt have prevailed. 'His power cates. thoſe Pagan 
pop _— _ _— ar br ge wr ws one ſeemes victorious, another van- 
i{ht; and at laſt he contounads both, togerher with thei cli . 
Fife Lal be rhe beſt inſtance. "OM Oe OR FOI THEE TE 
Ofall the Kings of [dab hitherto, there is none ſo dreadful an example either of 
ſin,or judgement,as this ſon of good /9rhaws. T abhorte-to think that ſach a monſter 
ſhould deſcend from the loynes of David; where ſhouldbe the period of this wick- 


ng up tis Temple ; 


Whata fearefull plague did this noy ſome' gs offin leave behinde it, in the 
: | s reyenge npon a people thar 
ſhould have been his ? Pekabthe King of 1/7 ae), ſlew an tuned and twenty theu- 
fand of them in one day : amongft whom was Maſeiahthe'fon of 4hez: O juſt judg- 
ment ofthe Almighty ! _4#4az ſheds the blood of one fonne to an Idoll : The rruc 
God ſheds the blood of another of his ſons, in revenge. i | 
Yet, the hand of the Lord is ſtretched onr ſtill : Li +0) 


Samaria. | 

The Edomites came,and caried away andther part ofthettifor bondſlayes,to their 
countrie : = » 1) Ih, | 

The Philifims came up and ſhared the Cities ofthe Sonth of 7nd, and the villa- 
ges thereof; Shortly, what other is miſerable 14446, then'the prey, arid ſpoile of all 
the neighbouring Nations ? For the Lord brought Indab low becauſe of Iſrael, for bee 
made Indah naked, and tranſgreſſed ſore againſt the Lord : As for the grent King of 4- 
four, whom 4haz purchaſed with the ſacrilegions pillage of the' houſe of God, in- 
ſtead of an ayde,he proves a burden; How eyer he ſped in his firſt on-ſets; now, hee 
diſtreſſed Indah, but ſtrengthenedit not : The charge was as grear,as the benefit ſmall: 
ſooner ſhall he cate them our, than reſcue them. No arme of fleſh can ſticlrer 44a; 
froma vengeance. DOLL) TN BUDRIS TSA 3005 

Be wiſe,O yeeKings,be inſtrufted O yee. Judges of the earth; ſerve the Lord 
with feare, and rejoyce with trembling : Kiffe the Son leſt he be angry, at yee pes 
riſh from the way, whien his wrath is kindledbut a little.” - <a 

His ſubjes complaine,that he dyed folate, and.as repenting elmr hee ever was, 
deny him a roome in the ſepulchers of Kings: as'if they ſaid; the common earth of 
Teruſalem is t00 good for him thar'degenerared'from his'Progenirots,- hatred: his 
Kingdome, depraved his people, forſooke his Ood, CGI ed LL 


{08 25 Qqqqqz 


ett 


Or 15an outward proſperity the onely argument of truth, the onely motive of de- | 


ednefſe ? He began with the high places, thence he deſcends to the Calves of D ar | 
|and Berhel,from rhence he falls to a Syrian alrar,to the Sy7iey god;then from a part- 
| |nerſhip hefalls roan utter excluſion ofthe true God,andblocki 
C | and thento the ſacrifice of his own ſon; arid at laſt,as if hell were broken looſe up- 
on Gods inheritance, every ſeverall Cjry,every high place of Iudb hath a new god: 
No marvell ifhe be branded hy the Spirit of God, with, hi « that King CAhas. 


Two hundred thouſand of them were caried away by the 1 aelites captive, to | 
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The atter defiraftion of the Kingdome of 1ſracl, A 


» SYFÞRD 7 doh was ata fore heave;yet 1/racl ſhall miſc carie before it:ſuc 
AJ (EDP£, ar cthe finnes of both, that they ſtrive whether ſhall fall fir6 . 
ST & bur this lot muſt lightupon the tenne Tribes; though the late 

&2d King of /»dab were perſonally worſe than the moſt of 1rrobo. 

9 ams ſucceſlors, yet the people were generally leſſe eyill, upon 

I whom the incroachments of Idolatrie were more by obtrufion 


_— 
- 
- 


—— 


—_ 


=\D&). than by conſent; beſides that,the thrones of 1«dab had ſome in- 
& = terchanges of good Princes,7/7ae/none ar all : The fare Juſtice 
therefore that made 1ſae/ aſcourge to ludah,made Afſyriaa ſcorpion to 1ſ7ae!. 
It was the quarrell of 7ud«h that firſt ingaged the King of Aſbur in this warre a. |Þ 
oainſt 1ſrel; now he is not foecafily ferche off; So wee have ſeene ſome eager Ma- 
ſtive,that hath been ſet on by the leaſt clap of the hand,but could not be looſned by 
the force of ſtayes. I 
 Salmanefer King of Aſſyria comes up againſt HoſheaKing of /ſracl,and ſubdues bim; 
and purs him to his Tribute;: This yoke was uncouth and unpleafing ; The yan- 
quiſht Prince was neitherable to refiſt;nor willing to yeeld; ſecretly therefore hee 
rreats with the King of Zgypr for afliſtance,as deſiring rather to hazard his libertie 
by the hand of an equall,than to enjoy a quiet ſubjeon under the hand of an over- 
ruling power; we cannot blame Princesto be jealous of their Soveraignties; The 
detaining of his yearely Trjbute,and the whiſperings with new confederates, haye c 
drawne up the King of 4ſbs7.to perfe& his owne victories : He returnes therefore 
with a ſtrong power, andafterthree yeares ſiege, takes Sam:ar74, impriſons Hoſhea, 
and in the exchange of a wofull captivity,he peoples ſrae/ with 4ſſyrians,and Aſſy. 
ria with 1ſrachtes. Now. thatabuſed foyle hath upon'a ſurfer of wickedneſſe, caft 
out her perfidious owners,and will try how it can fare with heatheniſh ſtrangers: 
| Now the 4{rian gallantstriumphin the Palaces of Samaria and 7ezreel,whiles the 
Peeres and Capraines of 1/raclare driven manicled through the 4 ſſyrias ſtreetes, 
 andbilleredrto the ſeveral] places of their perpetuall ſervitude : Shortly, now the | 
flouriſhing Kingdome of the ten Tribes is come to a finall and ſhamefull end; and 
ſo renee en laſt diſlipation, that,ſince that day, no man could ever ſay, Thi 
was Iſrael. | | D 
- Ohrerrible exampleaf vengeance;upon that peculiar people, whom God hath | 

choſen for himſelfe.,out of all the world : All the world were witnefles of the fa- 
| vours of their miraculous deliverances;aind prote&ions; All the world ſhall be wit- 


£ 


neſſes of theirjuſt confuſion. 


of 


Ir 1s not 1n the power offleight errors to ſet off that infinite mercy: What was 1t, 
Q God, what was it, that cauſed thee ro caſt off thine owne inheritance 2 Whar but 
che ſame thatmade thee to caſt the Angels our efheayen ? Even their rebellious 
finnes. That ſinnes dared to emulate the greatneſle of thy mercies, no leſſe, than 
they forced he ſeyeriryof thy judgenients: They left all the commandements of the 
Lordtheir God, apd made them molitn [rpates, even two Calves; and made 4 grove and 
worſhipped «ll the hoſt of heaven; and ſerved Baal;and cauſed their ſonnes aud daughters i 
paſſe through ihe fire,and uſtd divination andenchantments,andſold themſelves to dec evil 
in the ſight of the Lord topreveke bis to dnget. . | : 

| Neither were theſe (ps of frailty,or ignorant miſtakings,bur wilfull crimes,ob- 
ſtinate impicticsgin ſpight of the deftrines, reproofes,menaces,miraculous convidt- 
ons of the holy .Prophers,which God ſenc amongſt them: Thy deſtruRion is of thy 
ſel,Q I{racl;what could the juſthandof the Almighty dolefſe'than conſume a na- 


» t n 


tion ſo incorrigibly flagitiou?A nation ſounthankfull for mercies, ſo imparient of 
{ remedies,ſo uncapable of repentance:ſo obliged, warned,ſo ſhamelefſely, ſo law- 
| leflely wicked? 

|  . What nationunder heaven can now challenge an undefaifible intereſt in God; | 


when 1/7aclit ſelf is caſt of ?What Church in the world can ſhew ſuch deare be t0- 
5 | ens 


\ 


i. — tw 
w— mm. CY _— 
ew » 
—— w_= 


ht, o——_ 


[Lt ».X XN, 


ee On ee ee i i, at, 


Hezckiah and Senathetib. 
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| Tribes may nor lie waſte,an 


— OO — — —————— I IIS 


red not the naturall Olive,ſhall he ſparethe wilde ? It js not for us 
Gentiles to be highminded, but awfull. VIC ISDY ' 


finners of the 
> The 1ſrachites are caried i $a into Aſ5ris; thoſe 


goodly Cities of the tenne 
unpeopled: The wiſedomeof the vidtor findes it fit to 
tranſplant hisowne Colonies thither; that ſo he may raiſe profit thence, with ſecu- 
rity : From Babylon therefore,and Cuthah, and Ava, and Hamarh, and Sepharwaim, 
doth he ſend of his owne ſubjects to poſſeſſe, and inhabit the Ciries of Samaria.The 
landdorh not brooke her new Tenants : 7 hey feared wot rhe Lord;(how ſhould they, 
they knew him not? ) 7 berefore the Lord ſent Lyons amongſt them which ſlew ſome of 
them : Not the veryeſt Pagan can be excuſed for his ignorance of God ; Even the 
depravedſt nature might teachus to tremble ata Deicie; It isjuſt with the Almigh- 
ty not to put up neglect, where he hath beſtowed reaſon. 

The brute creatures are ſent ro revenge the quarrell of their Maker, upon worſe 
beaſts, than themſelyes. Still hath God left himſelfe Champions in 1ſ-aet + Lyons 
reare the Aſſyrians inpieces; and put them in minde,rhat,had it not beene for wic- 
kedneſſe, that land needed not to have changed maſters. The great Lord of the 
world cannot want meanes to plague offenders : If the men be gone, yet the bealts 
are there; And if the beaſts hadbeen gone,yet ſo long as there were ſtones in the 
walls,in the quarries, God would be ſure of ayengers : There is no ſecurity bur in 
beingar peace withGod. 

The King of Aſri« is ſued to,for remedy : Even theſe Pagans have learned to 
know that theſe Lyons were ſent from a God, that this puniſhment is for fin; They 
know not the maner of the God of the land therefore he hath ſent Lyons among them:Theſe 
blinde heathen that thinke every land hath a ſeverall God, yet, hold that God, wor- 
thy of his owne worſhip, yer, hold that worſhip muſt be grounded upon knowledge; 
the want of that knowledge, puniſhable;the puniſhment of that want, juſt and di- 
vine: How much worſe than Afſſyrians are they that are ready to aſcribe all calami- 
tiestonature,tochance ? that acknowledging but one God ofall the world, are yet 
careleſle to know him, to ſerve him ? 

One of the Prieſts of /ſ7el is appointed to be caried back to Samaria, to teach 
the Aſſyrian Colony the faſhionsof the God of the land; not for devotion, but for 
impunity : vaine Poliricians thinke co ſarisfie God by patching up religions ; any 
formes are good enough for an unknowne deity : The Aſſyrian Prieſts teach, and 
praiſe the worſhip of their owne gods; The Ifracliciſh Prieſt preſcribes the wor- 
ſhip of the true God, The people will follow both; the one out of liking, the other 
| out of feare : What a prodigious mixture was here of religions ? true with falſe, 
| Jewith with Paganiſh, divine with deviliſb, Every diviſion of theſe cranſplanted 
Afſyrians had their ſeverall deiries, high places,ſacrifices; This high Prieſt of 1/- 
rael intercommons withevery of them: So that now theſe fathers of Saniaritaniſme, 
arc inat all; They feare the Lord and ſerve their idols : No beggers cloake 18 rhore pee- 
ced than the Religion of theſe new inhabitants of 7ſr«e/. I know nothow their bo. 
dies ſped for the Lyons, I am ſure their ſoules fared the worſe for this medlie : A- 
bove all things God hates a mungrell devotion; If we be not all 1ſ7el,it were better 
to be all Aſhur; It cannot ſo much diſpleaſe God to beunknowne or negleQed, as ro 
| be conſforred with Idols. 


mM Hezekiah and Senachertb; 


==> Sratlis gone, ladeh is leftſtanditg; or rather ſome few ſprigs of thoſe 
54, two Tribes : ſo weſhave ſeen in the ſhredding of ſome large Timber- 

4 BIG tree,one or two boughs left at the top to holdup the fap.Who cari but 
* CH lament the poore remainders of that languiſhing kingdome of Dawia, 


| _ Take our of thetwo Tribes of /#d«h,and Benjamin,onc hundredand 


| kens from the Almighty as this ,now-abliorred.and adhiterous ſpouſe ?He that ſpa- 


| 


| 


—— 
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CUSEIEFEI STEEN 


ſtate of 18d«h worſe than it waszneither was it more miſerable, than ſinfull, and jn 


 Indah were blemiſhed with ſome weake omiſſions; Now the zeale of good Hezeki- 


times? When God hath a great worke to doe, he knowes to fit himſelfe with inſtru- 


md 


were tranſported into the bondage of the Edomites; and thoſe that wete ſubq 

the South nad the Philif:wms;alas what an handfull wasleft tothe King T9 
ſcarce worth the name of a dominion : Yet,evennow, out of the gleeds of jul, 
doth God raiſe up a glorious light to his forlorne Church; yea, from the wretched 
loynes of 4haz,doth God ferchanholy Hegzki«h, Ir had been hard to' conceive the 


regard of both,deſperate; when beyond hope,God reviyes this dying ſtocke of D4. 
id,andout of yery ruines buildsup his own houſe. 4447 was not more the ill 6h 
of a good father,than he was the illfather ofa good ſonne, He was the ill ſonne6f 
700d Ietham, the ill father of good HeFekiab; Good HeZekiah makes amends for his 
Ethers impietie; and puts anew life into the heartleſſe remnanc of Gods people: 
The wiſfdome of our good God knowes when his aide will be moſt ſeaſonable 
moſt welcome; which he then loves togive,when he findes us lefe of all our hopes: 
That mercifull hand is reſerved fora dead lift; then, he failesus nor. | 
Now,you might have ſeen this pious Prince bulily beſtirring himſelfe, in folate 
and needfull a reformation,removing the high places,bartering and burning the 1- 
dols,demoliſliing their Temples ,cutting downe their groves, opening the Temple, 
purging the altars,and yeſlells, ſand&ifying the Prieſts, rekindling the Lampes, renu- 
ing the incenſe,reinſtituting the ſacrifices, eſtabliſhing the order of Gods ſervice, 
appointing the courſes,ſetling the maintenance ofthe Miniſters, publiſhing the de- 
crees for the long-neglected Paſſe-oyer; celebrating it,and the other feaſts, withdue 
ſolemniry,incouraging the people, contributing bountifully cothe offerings, and, in 
one word,({o ordering all the affaires of God,as if he had been ſent downe from hea- 
ven to reſtore Religion; as if David himfelfe had been alive againe in this bleſſed 
heyre,not ſo much of his Crowne,as of his piety. Oh 7«dah, happy in thy Hexekiah, 


Abraham, raiſesa true ſeed of Davidout ofthe corrupt loynes of an Idolater : That 
infinite mercy isnot tyed to the termes of an immediate propagation : For the 
ſpace of three hundred yeers,the man after Gods owne heart had no perfe& heire 
till now; Till now did the high places ſtand : the deyotions of the beſt Princes of 


4h cleares all thoſe defects,and workes an entire change. Ca | 
How ſeaſonably hath the providence of God kepr the beſt man for the worſt 


ments. 
No marvell if the Paganiſh Idolsgoc to wrack,wheneven the brazen Serpentthat 
' Moſes had made by Gods owne appointment, is broken in peeces : The 1/7 aclites 
were ſtung with fiery Serpents, this brazen Serpent healed them, which they did 
no fooner ſee,than they recovered :.But now.,ftich was the venome of the liraeli- 
tiſh Idolatry,that this Serpent of braſſe, ſtung worſe than the fiery ; Thar, which 
firſt cured by the eye, now by the eye poyſoned the ſoule; That which was at firſt, 
the type of a Saviour, is now,the deadly Engine of theEnemie. Whiles it helped, 
it ſtood; it ſtood whiles it hart not; but when once wicked abuſe hath turned it into 
an Idoll; what was it but Nehuſhtas ? | | 
The holineſſe of the firſt inſtitution cannot priviledge onght from the dangerot 
a future profanation; nor,as the caſe may ſtand, from an utter abolition : Whar anti- 
quity,whar authority, what primary ſervice might this Serpent have pleaded ? All 
that cannot keep it out of the duſt. Thoſe things which are neceſſary in their being, 
| beneficiall in their continuance,may ſtill remaine when their abuſe is purged ; but 
thoſe things whoſe uſe is but temporary,and whoſe duration is needleſſe and unpro- 


4 


Oh Hezekiah, happy inthe gratious reſtauration of thy 1#dah : 4ha; ſhall have no| 
' thanke for ſuch a ſonne; The God that 1s able of the yery ſtones to raiſe children to 


twentie thouſand whom Pekahthe King of Iſrael ſlew in one day. Take our imo jj 
_hundred thouſand that were caried away Captive tO Samarie; Take out thoſe tha: 


ficabie,may ceaſe with the occaſion, 8 much more periſh with an inſeparable abulc. 
Hezekish willingly forgets who made the Serpent,when he ſees the 1ſreelizesmake.it 


an Idoll :It 15no lefle intolerable for Ged,to have arivall of his owne making. 


__ Since. 


_ — ''Y - —E - = DAS 
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Lis. XX. Hezckiah andSenacherib, 


A\ 


Since Hezekiah was thus,above all his Anceſtors, upright with the Lord; it is n 
| marvell if the Lord were with him; if he proſpered, > - Shake he =: cog 


|ſameGod that would have his juſtice magnified in the confuſion' of the wicked 


Princes of 1ſrael,and I#deh,would have his mercy no leſſt acknowledvped.in the bleC 
Finney 2p 202 Rr pt opngnpaitee 
| Thegreat King of 4{ri« had 1n a fort ſwallowed up both the Kingdomes of 1s- 
dab,and 1ſracl;yet not with an cquall cruelty; He made 1/7ael captive, ladeb (upon a 
willing compoſition) tributary. 1ſ-aclis vaniſhed in 4 tranſportation ; «deb conti= 
nues under the homage wherein CA bsX leftir: Hretkiab had raigned but (ix yeers 
when he ſaw his neighbours of 1/7ae/ packing into a miſerable captivity ;' and che 
proud Aſſyrians Lording in their Cities; yer, even then, when he-ſtood alone, in a 
corner of 1udah,durſt HeFekiah draw his neck our of the yoke ofthe great,and vito- 
rious Monarch of Afyria; and,as if one enemy had not been enough, at the ſame 
time,he falls upon the incroaching Pb:l:ſtizs;,and prevailes. It is nor to be aſked, 
what powers a man can make, bur in what termes he ſtands with heaven. The un- 
worthy father of Hezekiah had clogged 1#d4h with this ſervile fealtie ro the 4/ri- 
an; what the conditions of that ſubjection were,it is too late,and needleſle for us to 


him; If upon covenants of ayde, the ceſfarion thereof acquirted him; If the Refor- 
ming of Religion, and baniſhmentr of Idolatry ranne under the cenſure of rebelli- 
on,the quarrellon HeJekiahs part,was holy;on Sezacheribs unjuſt : but if the reſtipu- 
lation were abſolute,& the withdrawing of this homage upon none but civil groiids, 
I cannot excuſe the good King from a juſt offence : It was at humane frailtic in an 
obliged Prince,by force to effect a free and independant Soveraignty. 

What doe we mince that fact, which holy Hezekiab himſelfe cenſures? 71 have of- 
fended,yeturne from me,what fave rd 08 me will 1 beare, Thecomfort of liberty may 
not be had with an unwarranted violence. Holinefſe cannot free us from infirmity: 
It wasa weaknefle to doe that act, which muſt be ſoone undone with much repen- 
rance,and more loſſe; This revolt ſhall coſt Hezekiah (befides much humiliation) 
three hundred yeerly Talents of (ilver, thirty Talents of gold : How much better 
had it been for the Citiesof /udah ro have purchaſed their peace with an eafie Tri- 
bute,than war with intolerable taxation ? 


ſer penſion; now he mult prepare his Pallat for the bitter morſels of war. The Kin 

of Aſſyriais comne upagainſt all the defenced Cicies of Judah; and hath raken them: 
Hezekiah is faine to buy him out with too many Talents, The poore Kingdome of 
Indah is exhauſt,with ſo deep a payment;in ſo much asthe King is forced to borrow 
of God himſelfe, for Hezekiah gave him all the ſilver that was found in the bouſe of the 
Lord: yea,at that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doores of the Temple of the 


Lord,and from the Pillars wbich he had over-laid,and gave it tothe King of Aſſyria. How 
hard was good Hezekiah driven,ere he would be thus bold with his God > Surely if 
the mines,or Coffers of 1udah could have yeelded any ſupply, this ſhift had beere 
hatefall; to fetch back for an enemie,that which he had given ro his Maker : Onely 


father:That which is once devoted to a ſacred uſe, may nor be called back roa pro- 
fane:Bur he whoſe the earth is,and che fulneſſe of it,is not ſo rakenwith our metals, 
that be ſhould more regard our gold,than our welfare:His goodnefle cannot grudge 


then he gives us all we take;and bids us ranſome our lives,our liberties; T he treaſures 
of Gods houſe were precions,for his ſake,to whom they were conſecrated;bur more 
precious in the ſight of the Lord was the life ef any one of his Saints. | 
Every true 1ſ7aelite was the ſpirituall houſe of God; why ſhould not rhe doore of 
the materiall Temple be willingly ſtripped,to ſave the whole frame of rhe ſpiriruall 
Temple. Take therefore,O Heeck:4b,what thou haſt given; no gold is too holy to 
redeeme thy vexation:It matters not ſ@mucch how bare the doores of the Tertiple 


————_ __—_ — 


| 


neceſſity excuſes that from ſacriledge in the ſon, which will, made facriledge in the | 


Ds. 


inquire; If this payment were limited to.a period of time, the expiration acquitted | 


| 


Fourteene yeers had good HeFekiah fed upon a ſweet peace, fauced onely with a | 


any outward thing for the priceof our peace: Torob God out of covetouſneſſe, or 
| wantonneſſe,or neglet is juſtly damnable;we cannot rob him out of our ieed; for 
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| Templesof Gadto be ruined, than they will ranſome their life, with farthings, S 


> omtemplations. 


be.in a caſe of neceſlity,as how well the infides be furniſhed with ſincere devotion. 
O the cruell hard heartednefſe of thoſe men which will rather ſuffer the livin 


' Ttconld nor be, bur that the ſtore of needy 1udeh mult ſoone be drawne dry with 
ſo deep an exadtion,that ſumme cannot be ſent, becauſe it cannot hee raiſed : The | 
craell Tyrant calls for his Bricks whiles he allowes no ſtraw;His anger is kindledbe- 
caule HeXekiahs Coffers have a botrome; with a mighty hoſt doth hee come up a- 
gainſt 1ereſalem;therefore fhall that City bee deſtroyed by him, becauſe by bimit 
hath been impoveriſhed;the inhabitants muſt be ſlaves, becauſe they are beggers. 

'Oh lamentable,and,in ſight,deſperate condition of diſtrefſed /eruſalem : wealth 
it had none; ſtrength ithad,bur a little;aM the Country round: about was ſubdued | 
to the 4ſſhrian; that proud viftor hath begirtthe walls of it, with an innumerable 


——_—.. 


Teraſalem ſtands alone, blocked up with a world of encnnes, helpelefle, fiiendleſſe, 
comfortlefſe; looking for the worſt of an hoſtile fury;when Tartan and Rabſarss, and 
Rabſhakeh, the great Captaines of the Aſſyrians call to a parlee. HeFekiah ſends to 
chem three of bis prime officers, his Steward, his Secretary, his Recorder, Lord, 
what inſolent blaſphemies duth that foule mouth of Rabſhakeh belch our againſtthe 
living God, againſthis anointed ſervant ? | 

How plau{bly doth he diſcourage the ſubjetts of Hezekiah,how proudly doth he 
inſult upon their impotency, how doth hee brave them with baſe offers of adyan- 
tage; and laſtly how cunningly doth he fore-lay their confidence (which was only 
left them) inthe Almighty , proteſting not ro bee comne up thither without the | 
Lord; The Lord ſaid to me, Go up to this land,axd deftroy it; How fearefulla word was 
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| this ? The reſt were but yaine cracks,this was a thunderbolt to ſtrike dead the heart 
| of HeFckiah; If Rabſhakeh could have been beleeved, leruſalem could nor but have 
| lowneopen; How could it thinke to ſtand out no lefle againſt God, than men? 
| Even thus doth the great enemy of mankinde; ifhe can diſhearten the ſole from a 

{ dependance upon the God of mercies,the day 1s his : Lewd miſcreants care nothow 

| they bely God for their owne purpoſes, 
| Eliakim the Steward of HeFekiah well knew, how much the people muſt needsbe 
affected with this pernicious ſuggeſtion; and faine would therefore, if not ſtop that 
wicked mouth,yet divert theſe blaſphemies into a foraigne expreſſion. I wonder 
| that any wiſe man ſhould look for favour from an enemy : Speake 1 pray thee, tothy 
| ſervants in the Syrian language : What was this but to teach anadverſary how to doe 
| miſchicfe > Wherefore came Rabſbakeh thither but ro gall Hezekiah,to withdraw his 
ſubjects > That tongue is propereſt for him which may hurr moſt; Deprecations of 
evill ro a malicious man are nobetter than advices. An unknowne idiome is fit to 
{ keep counſell;they are familiar words that muſt convey ought to the underſtanding. 
| Lewd menare the worſe for admonitions. | 

| Rabſhakehhad not ſo ſtrained his throat to corrupt the citizens of Teruſalem,had it 
{ not been for the humble obteſtation of Zl;akivy, Now hee reares up his voice, and 
| holds his ſides,and roares out his double blaſphemie:;one while affrighting the peo- 
ple with the great powerof the mighty King of 4ſyri; another while debaſing the 
contemptible force of Hezekiab;now ſmoothly alluring them, with che aſſurances of 
a {ate and ſacceſſefull yeeldance;then,diſcouraging them with the impoſſibility of 
rheir deliverance;laying before them the fearefull examples of greater nations van- 
quithed,by that ſword, which was now ſhaken over them;triumphing in the impo- 
tency,8 miſcariage of their gods: Who are they among all the gods of the Countries that 
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darknefſe,that is ordained both for them,and for thee barbarous 4 {ſyrian, that da- 
reſt thus open thy mouth againſt thy Maker: And can thoſe Atheous eyes of thine 
ſcenodifference af gods?Is there no diſtance betwixr a ftock;or ſtone,and that infi- 
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army, ſcorning that ſuch a ſhovell-full of earth ſhould ſtand outbut one day; Poore | . 


D 


have delivered their Country out of mine hand,That the Lord ſhonld deliver leruſalem on | 
of mine hand?Where arethe gods of Arpad,and of Hamath? Where? but in thar helliſh | 


nite Deity that made heaven and earth?Iris enough thar thou now foeleſt it ; thy 


| 


corments have taught thee too late,that thou affrontedſt a living God. 
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A[ How did the fingers and tongues of theſe Jewiſh Peeres and people itch tobe ar] 

R46(bakeh; in a revengefull anſwer tothoſe impieties: All is huſht;not a word ſounds 
from thoſe walls:I doe not more wonder at HeZekiahs wiſdome; in commanding fi- 
lence,thanat the ſubjeas obedicnce in keeping 1t; This railer could not bee more | 
ſpighred,than with no anſwer;and,if he might be cxaſperared, he could not bee re- 

ormed;beſides,the rebounding of thoſe maltiplyed blaſphemies,might leave ſome 
ill impreſſions in the multitude; This ſulphurous flaſk, therefore, dyes in his one | 
{moak : enely leaving an harefull ſtench behinde ir. | ne AF 

Good Hezekiah cannot eafily paſſe over this deviliſh oratory; no ſooner doth he 
heare of1t, than he rends his clothes, and covers himſelfe with ſackcloth, and be- 
takes himſelfe tothe houſe of the Lord; and ſends his officers, and the graveſt of 
the Prieſts, clad in ſack-cloth, to Efay the Prophet of God, with a dolefull and que- 
rulous meſſage, 

Oh the noble piety of Hezekiah) notwithſtanding all the ſtraits of the ſiege, and 
the danger of ſo powerfull an enemy; I finde not the garments of this good King, 
any otherwiſe than whole, andunchanged:; bur now ſo ſoone as ever a blaſphemie 
15 uttered againſt the Majeſtie of his God, (though by a Pagan dog) his cloathes 
are torne,and turned into ſackcloth : There can bee no better argument ofan up- 
right hearr, thanto be more ſenſible of the indignities offered to God, than of our 
| owne dangers. Even theſe deſperate reproaches fend HeJekiab ro the Temple: The | 
more we ſee Gods name prophaned, the more ſhall we, if weebee truely religious, 
love and honour it. 

Whither ſhould Hezekiah run bur to the Temple,to the Prophet ? There, there 
1s the refuge ofall faithfull ones;where they may ſpeake with God, where they may | 
be ſpoken to from God,and fetch comfort frem both: Itis not poſlible that a be- 
leeving heart ſhould be diſappointed: 1/aiah ſends that meſſage ro: the good King, 
that may dry up his teares, and cheere his countenance, and change his ſuit; Tha 
ſaith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words which than haſt heard,with which the ſervants of | 
the King of Syria haveblaſphemed me;Behold,1 will ſend blaſt upon him, & he ſhall heare 
a rumor ,and ſhall returne 10 his own Land;and 1 will canſe him tofallby the ſword in hs own 
Land. | Jj« * 

Loe; even whiles Senacherib was in the height of his jollity and aſſurance; Gods | 
Prophet fore-ſces hisruine; and gives him for dead, whiles that Tyrant thought 
ofnothing bur life and victory. Proud and ſecure worldlings little dreame of rhe 
neere approach oftheir judgements: whiles they are plotting their deepeſt deſignes, | 
the over-ruling juſtice of the Almighty hath contrivedtheir ſudden confuſion, and, | 
ſees.and ſers them their day. | 


Rebſhakehreturnes, andfinding the King of 4ſj5is warring againſt Libyah , re-| 
potts to him the filent, (and therein) conremptuous anſwer, and 'firme reſolutions | 
of Hezekiah; Inthe meane time God pulls Senacherib by the carc,with the newes of | 
the approaching armic of T:rhak«b King of Ethiopia,which was comming up roraile | 
the fiege:and to ſuccour his confederates:That dreadfull power will not allow the | 
Aſſyrian King, in perſon tolead his other forces up againſt 7erafa{em,nor to continye | 
his former Leaguer longbeforethoſe walls.Burt now,he writes big words to Heze-| 
kiab and thinkes with his thundering menaces-to bear open the gates,and level] the 
bulwarks of /cruſalem : Like the true maſter of Rabſhakeh,he reviſes. the God of Hea-} 
| yen;and baſely parallels him with the dunghill deities of the hearhen. AR 
| © Good Hezekiah gets him intohis ſanctuarie; there he ſpreads the letter before | 
the Lord; and callsto the God that dwells berweene the Cherubims, ro revenge | 
the blaſphemies of Sexacherib ; to proret and ieſcne hirvſelte, and his people. | 
| Every one of thoſe words pierced heaven ; which was no lefſe oven ro mercy | 
| | utito Hezeklahb, than, vengeance to Senacherib; Now is Iſaiah addreſied with a {e- | 
cond meſſage of comfort tobim, who doubtleſle diſtraſted ngt the firſt : only the | 
reiteration of that furious blaſphemiie made hich take faſter hgld ,. by his fairhfull | 
devotion. Now, the jealous God ina diſdaineof ſo blaſpherhons. a conteſtation, | 
riſes up in a ſtile of Majeſtie, and gloriouſly tramples upon thus faucie wy" : 

| OR, ecauſe ' 
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Beeauſe thy rave arainfl me, and thy tumnit is come up into minie eares, therefoye 1 w; 

Ne Rrorty ger my rw thy lips : and will taynethee backe ”; he _ by 
cameft, Loe Senacherib, the God of heaven makes a beaſt of chee, who haſt {© bru- | 
tiſhly ſpurned at his name; If thon be a ravenous Beare, he hath an hooke for thy 
noſthrils : If thou be a reſtie horſe, he harh a bridle for thy mouth; Inſpighrofhee 
thou ſhalt follow his hooke,or his bridle; and ſhalt bee led ro thy juſt ſhame by ei- 
ther. | 

Itis not for us to be the Lords of our owne ations; Thw ſaith the Lord conceryj 

the King of A ſſyria;He ſhall not come into this City,nor ſhoot aw arrow there, nor come be- 
fare i with (hittd,nor caſt a bank againſt it by the way that be came ſhall he returne,cc In. | 
potent men,what are we in the hands of the Almighty? we purpoſe, he over-rules - | 

we talk of great matters, and think to doe wonders ; he blowes upon our projets, 1 

and they vaniſh with our ſelves : He thathath ſer boundsto the Sea, hath appointed | 

limics to the rage of the prondeft enemies; yea,cven the Devils themſelyesare con. | 
fined; Why boaft yee your ſelves, O yee Tyrants,that ye can doe miſchiefe, yee are 
ſtinted :and even within thoſe lifts, 1s confuſion. | 

O the Trophees of divine Juſtice, 7 hat very night the Angell of the Lord went out, | 
4nd [mote in the campe of the Afſyrians an hundred foureſcore and five thouſand, and whey| 
they roſe early in the morning, behold they were all dead corps . = 

How ſpeedy an execution was this,how miraculous? No hamane arme ſhall have 
the glory of this victory; It was God that was defied by that preſampruons 4/jriev; 

It is God that ſhall right hisowne wrongs; Had the FZgyprian, or Ethiopian forces 
been come up,though the ſame God had done this worke by them,yet ſome praiſe 
of this ſlanghrer had perhaps cleavedto theit fingers. New an invifible hand ſheds 
all this blood; that his very enemies may cleare 11m from all partnerſhipofrevenge. 

Goe now wicked Senacherivand tell of the gods of Hamarh and Arpad,& Sepharadim, 
aftd Hena,and 1v4b,which thou haſt deſtroyed,and ſay,that Hezekiahs God is butas 

one of theſe : Goe, and adde this Deity to the number of thy conqueſts : Now ſay, 
that —— in whom he truſted hath deceived him, and graced thy Tri- 
umpns. IH A | | 

_ With ſhame and griefe enough is that ſheaped Tyran returned to his Ninivie,ha- 
ving left behinde him.all the pride and ftrengrh of 4/yria,for compoit to the Jew- 
iſh fields. Well were it for thee O Sexacherib,if thou conldſteſcape thus; vengeance 
waits for thee athome,and welcomes thee intorhy place;whiles thou arc worſhip- 
my in the houſe of Niſroch thy god, two of thine owne ſons ſhall be thine executio-' 
ners. See now if that falſe Deitie of thine can preſerve thee from that ſtroke which 
the true God ſends thee by the hand of thine ownefleſh ; He that ſlew thine hoaft 
by his Angels,flayes thee by thy ſons : The ſame Angell that killed all rhoſe thou- 
ſands,conld as eafily have ſmittenthee; but herarher reſerves thee for the further 
| rorment of an unnatural ſtroke#har thot mayeſt ſee too late;how eaſte it is for him 

in ſpight of thy god, to arme thine owne loynes againſt thee. 

Thou artavenged,O God,thou artavenged plentifully of thine enemies. Who- 
 fdever ſtrives with thee, is ſure t6 gaine nothing but lofſe, but ſhare, but death, but 
+ hell. The woe are ſhine, Senarherib 18 rewarded for his blaſphemy : 7eruſalem 1s | 

reſcued, He7ekiah tejoyces,thie tiations wonder and tremble. Olove the Lord all ye 

oe the Lord preſerveth'the faithfull, and plenteonſly rewarderh the proud 
. COT. +: _ | 
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 Hevekiah ficke, recovered, viſned., 


ETRMESY E7ekiah was freed from the fiege of the 4 1ians, but hee is ſurpriſed 
gs ; ah a diſeaſe : hee that delivered him "dr hand of his ncines 
@ |S) ſmites him with ſicknefſe : Goddorh nor let us looſe from all afiQtions, 
' &) when he redeemes ns frotti one. HEAT Sha. LY 

- To thinke that Hezekiab was either not thankefull eng 
_ ] or 
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A, for hisdeliverance,or too much litted up with glory of fomiraculous a favour: were 

| an injurious miſ-conſtruftion of the hand of God;and an uncharitable cenſure of ari | 
| holy Prince:For,thoughno fleſh and blood can avoid the juſt deſert of bodily pu- 

niſkment, yer God doth not alwayes ſtrike with an intuition of {mne;ſomerimeshe 
regards thebenefir of our triall;ſometimes the glory of his mercy inour cure. 

It wasnoſleight diſtemper,that ſeized upon Hezekiah,but a diſeaſe borh painful, 
and fierce,andinnature deadly. O God, how thou laſheſt even thoſe whom thou to- | 
veſt:Hadlſt thou ever any ſuch dearling in the throne of 1»dah,as Hezekiab? Yethee 
no ſooner hreatheth froma miſerable ſiege,than he panteth under a morrtall ſick- 
neſſe:when as yer he had norſo much as the comfort of a child to ſiicceed him, thy 
Prophet 1s ſent to him withthe heavy meſſage of his death, Ser rhine houſe in order, 
for thon ſhalt die and not lwe.It is no ſmall mercie of God that he gives us warning of 
our end;we (hall make an ill uſe of ſogrations a premonition, if we makerota meet 
preparation for our paſſage. Even thoſe that have not an houſe,yet have a ſoule;no 
ſonlecan want imporrit affaires to be ordered fora final diſſo! uti6;the negletofthis 
beſt thrift is deſperate.Ser thy ſoule in order,O man,for thou ſhalt die and nor live. 

If God had given Hezekiaha fon,nature had bequeathed his eſtate; now, he muſt 
ſtadie to finde heires:Even theſe outward things,(though in themſelves worthleſſe) 
require our carefull diſpoſition,to thoſe we leave bchinde us; and if we have de!ay- 
ed theſe thoughts,rill then,our ficke beds may nor complaine of their importunity; 
We cannot leave to our families a better lepacie, than Peace. 

Never was the Prophet Efay unwelcome to this good King,untill now: Even fad 
tidings muſt be caried by thoſe meffengers, which would be fairhfull : neither may 
we regard ſo much how they will be taken,as by whom they are ſent. 

It was a bold and harſh word to ſay to a King, T how ſhalt 4je,and not live, I doe not 
heare Hezekiah rage,and fret at the meſſage;or threat the bearer, but hee meekel 
rurnes his face to the wall,and weepes,and prayes : Why to the wall ? Was ic for the 
greater fecrecie of his devotion ? was it for the more freedome from all diſtraQtion? 
was it that the paſſion which accompanied his prayer, might haveno witneſſes > Or, 
was it for that this wall lookt towards the Temple, which his heart and eyes ſtil mo- 
ved unto, though his feet could not ? 

How lſoever, the patient ſoule of good Hezekiah turnes it ſelfe to that holy God, | 
from whom he ſmarts,and bleeds; and poures out itſelfe intoa fervent deprecation, | 
I beſeechthee,9 Lord,remember now how 1 have walked before thee intruth, and with a per- 
fet# heart, and have dove that which is good in thy ſight. | 

Could(t thou feare, O HeJekiahthar God had forgotten thine jntegritie > The 
grace that was in thee, was his owne worke;could he in thee neglect himſelfe 2 Or 
doſt thou therefore doubt of his remembrance of thy faithfulneſſe, becauſe he ſum- 
mons thee to receive the crowne of thy faithfulnefſe,glory,and immortality>wher- 
in canſt thou be remembred,if this be to forget thee? What challenge is this?Is Gad | 
a debrer torthy perfe&ion?Hath rhine holy cariage merired any thing from thar in- | 
| finite juſtice?Far,far were theſe preſumptuous conceirs from that humble and mor- 
tified ſoule:Thou hadſt hated thine owne breſt, if it could once have harboured fo 
proud athought. This perfe&ion of thine was no other, then an honeſt ſoundnefſe | 
of heart.and life, which thou knoweſt God had promiſed ro reward:It was the mer- 
cy of the covenant that thou pleaded(t,not the merit of thine obedience. 

Every one of theſe words were ſteeped in teares : But what meant theſe words, 
theſe teares? I heare not of any ſuit moved by Hezekieh; onely hee wiſhes to be re- 
membred, in that which could never be forgotten,though he ſhould have intreated 
for an oblivion. | . 

Speake out HeFekiah,what is it that thy tearescrave,whiles thy lips expreffe not? 
0 let me live, aud I ſhall praiſe thee O God. | | ' 

In a naturall man none could wondeft at this paffionate requeſt; who can bat won- | 
der at it.in a Saint?whoſe happineſſe deth bur then beginne, when his life ceaſerh : 
whoſe miſery doth butthen end,tyhen his death enters: the word of faith, is, 0h lu 
ave die, that I may enjoy thee. How cheni dorh the good King crie at the ay 
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of that death, which ſome reſolute Pagans have intertained with ( miles? Certaine-| x | 


| God); His very teares ſaid; O God,thou knowelt that the eyesof the world are bent 
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tranſport him into this paſſion; they were higher reſpe&sthar ſwayed with f "Sh 


 ſhallbee deſtroyed , meanes, if Nizive repent, it ſhall not bee deftroyed ; hee 
that findes good reaſon to ſay, Hezekiab ſhall dy, yet ſtill meanes, if the quickned 


— 


— Cmemplations. © 


——_— 
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ly,the beſt man cannot ſtrip himſelfe of ſome fleſh; and whiles nature hath an wn. 
deniable ſhare in him, he cannot bur retaine ſome {match of the ſweetneſle of life 
of the horror of diffolution; Both theſe were in HeJek/ab, neither of them could 


ly a Prince; a tender care of the glory of God, a carcfull pittie of the Church of 


upon me, as one that hath abandoned their Idolatry,and reftoredthy ſincere wor- 
ſhip; I ſtand alone in the midſt of a wicked and idolatrous generation, that lookes| 
thorough all my a&tions,all my events; It now they ſhall ſee mee ſnatcht away in 
the mid{t of my dayes,what will theſe Heathen ſay;how can thy great name bur if. 
fer in this my untimely extinction ? | | 


Beſides, what will become of thy poore Church, which I ſhall leave feebly reli; B 


gious,and as yet ſcarce warme, in the courſe of a pious reformation? how ſoone 
ſhall it be miſerably over-growne with ſuperſtition, and heatheniſme; how ſoone 
ſhall the wilde Boare of 4ſſyr/a root up this little vineyard of thine 2 What need I | 
beſeech thee,O Lord,to regard thy name,toregard thine inheritance > j-- 

What one teare of HeFekiah can run waſte > What can that good King pray for, 
unheard,unanſwered? Senacherib came ina proudconfidence to ſwallow up his city, 
and people : prayers and teares ſend him away confounded ; Death comes to ſiwal- 
low up his perſon,(and that not without authority;) prayers and teares ſend him a- 
way diſappointed. Before 1ſaiah was gone out into the middle Court, the word of 


the Lord came tohim, ſaying, T urne againe, and tell Hezekiah the Captaine of pe © 


7 hus ſaithithe Lord the God of Daviathy father,,1 have heard thy prayer, 1 have ſeenthy 
teares; behold I will heale thee, On the third day then ſhalt gee np to the houſe of the Lord ; 
and I will adde to thy dayes fifteene yeares. | 

What ſhall we ſay then,O God, haft thou thus ſoone changed thy purpoſe ? Was 
it notthy true meſſage which thy Prophet, even now, delivered to Heeckiah > Is 
ſomewhat falge out that thou fore-ſaweſt not? or doeſt thou now decree ſomewhat 
thou meaneſt not? The very thought of any oftheſe were no' better than blaſphe- 
mous impiety. Certainely, Hezekiah couldnot live one day longer, than was eter- 
nally decreed; The decree of Gods eternall counſell had from everlaſting determi- 
ned him fifteene yearesyet longer : Why then doth God ſay, by hi> Prophet, T hou 


the will is not changed; yea rather the meſſage js explicated, not changed; For the 
fignified will of God,though it ſound abſolutely,yet muſt be underſtood with con- 
dition; that tells Hezekiah whar he muſt expe& from the nature of his diſeaſe,what 
would befall him, without his deprecations : There was nothing but death in the 
ſecond cauſes, what ever ſecret purpoſe there was inthe firſt; and that purpoſe ſhall 
lie hid for a time, under a reſerved condition: The fame decree that ſayes, Nimive 


devotion of HeFekiah ſhall importune me for life, irſhall bee protracted. And the 
ſame God that hath decreed this addition of fifteene yeares, had decreed to ſtirre 
up the ſpiritof Hezekiah, to that vehemenr and weeping impertunitie , which 
ſhould obtaine it. O God, thou workeſt thy goad pleaſure in us, and with vs; 
and Dey revealed will moveſt us inthoſe wayes, whereby thou effecteſt thy ſe- 
cret will, | Ro _ 

How wonderfull js this mercy.> Heekiahs teares are nat dry. upon his checks, 
yea his brearh isnot paſſed his lips, when God ſends him a comfortable anſwer. 


one houre, in the expectation of his denounced death > What ſpeed was Bete, 
as in the errand, ſo inthe att ofrecoyery 2 Within three dayes ſhall HeZekiah bet 


giving inthe Temple. O thou that heareſt:the prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come: 
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How carefull is the God of compaſſtans, that-his: holy ſervant ſhould not languiſh | 


.* With" 
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ſhalt die aud not Live? He is not as man that he ſhould repent; the meſſage ischanged | 


2 upon his fcere; yea his feete ſhall ſtand in the Courtsof Gods houſe ; he thatnoV | 
19 his bed, ſighes and groanes and weeps our-a petition, ſhall then fing out a thank(- 


| 
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With what cheerefull affurance ſhould wee ipproachy to the throne: of that orate; 


which never failedany ſupplianr. ': .-/ { 


Neither was this grant more ſpeedy, thanbountifull; we are. wont to reckon fo. 
ven yeares for the life ofa man; and now,behold, more than two lives hath God ad- 
ded tothe age of HeJekiah.How unexampled a favouris thi whoever bur Hezekial | 
knew his period ſo long before? the fixednefſe of his terme, isno lefſe mercie, than 
the protration; we mult be content to live or die at uncertainties; we are notwor- 
thy to calculate the date of our own times:Teachns,0 Lord,ſo tounmber our dayes that 
we may 4pply onr hearts to wiſedome.. EDS. 

. Thereis lirtlejoy in many dayes,if they be evil; Ezecki«h ſhall not be bleſſed only 
with life, but with peace; The proud Affyrian threatens an invaſion ; his late foyle 
ſtill ſtickes in his ſtomacke,and ſtirs him to arevenge;the hooke is in his noſtrils,he 
cannot move whither he liſt; The God of heaven will maintaine his owne quarrel! : 
I will defend this City for mine owne ſake, and for my ſervant Davids ſake, Ioe; for his 
life EZekiah15 beholden (nextunder the infinite goodneſſe of God) tohis prayers; 
for his prore&ion, to the deare memory of his father David; ſarely for ought wee 
find, Ezekiah was no lefle upright, and lefſe offenſivethan D «wid; yer both Exckiah 
_ Jeruſalem ſhall fare the berter for Davids ſake, above three hundred yeares 
after. 

To that man afrer hisowne heavr, had God ingaged himſelfe, by his gracious 
promiſe,to preſerve his throne, his ſeed : God loves to remember his ancient mer- 
cies:How happy a thing is it to be faithfull with God;this 1s the way to oblige thoſe 
which are yet unborne;andto intayle bleſſings upon the ſucceſſionts of future gene-= 
rations. 

It ſeemes it was ſome peſtiſent ulcer that thus indangered the life of Hezekiah. 
Iſaiah is not a Prophet onely,buta Phyſitian. And Iſaiah ſaid,T ake a lump of figs : He: 
chat gave an aſſurance of recovery, gives a receit for the recovery. The decree of 


wil! the word worke without the medicine; both of them muſt 'meer in the cure: IF 


Happy is that ſonle,that ſo regards the promiſe of Gods Prophers,asthat withall he 
receives their counſels. | | 
Nothing could be more proper for the ripeningot hard and purulent tumors, than 
dry figs ; Herein Iſaiahs direction was according to nature; Wherefore ſhould we 
balke the ordinary road,where it is both faire and neere ? 
The ſadden contradiction of the mefſage cauſes ajuſt difficulty 1n the afſent. Heze- 


_ 


more comfort in the applicarion,than naturall impoſſibility in theperformance.We 
beleeve, Lord, helpe our unbeleefe. TALL 
The fick King hath his option;His father was offerd a figne andrefuſed it;he ſues 
for one, and obraines it:Sha/! the ſhadow go forward ten degrees or backe ten degrees ? As 
if heaven ir ſelfe lay open to hischoice; and were ready either to mend his pace, ar 


God includes the meanes: neither can the medicine worke without a word; neither | 


wee ſotruſt the promiſe, that we negle& the preſcript, wee preſume to nopurpoſe. | 


kiab therefore craves a figne; not for that he diſtruſted; but that he might truſt the | 
more; we cannever take too faſt hold of thoſe promiſes of God , which have not | 


> 


retire for his confirmation; VVhat creature is not cheerefully forward to obey the 
faith of Gods ſervants. 1132.50.40 

Hezekiah faſtens rather upon that ſigne which is more hard; more diſagreeing 
from'the courſe of nature;nor withour good reaſon ; Every proofe muſt be clearer 
than/the thing co be prooved, neither may there want a meer proportion betwixt 
both; now the going forward of the ſhadow was a motion, no other than naturall, 


ficult figne therefore,the ſurer evidence. Pr 7 Woo Te 
Whether ſtall we more wonderat the meaſure of the love of God to Hezekiah,or 

at the power of Iſa:abs faith in God? Our of both,cither the Sun goes back in hea- 
venthat his ſhadow may goback on earth, or the ſhadow -no lefle miraculouſly goes 

| backe on earth, whiles the Sun goes forward in heaven.” Iris true that the Propher 


ſpeakes of the ſhadow,notofthe na Bn 7 becauſe the motion of the Sun 
HS > 7 7" OR wonny 


the recovery of that peſtilent diſeaſe was agaidſt the ſtreame of nature;the more Uit- | 
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5s beſt diſcernedby the ſhadow; and the motion of the ſhadow is led by the courle| ;, 
of the Sun:beſides that, the demonſtration of this miracle is reported tobe locall in i ( , 


[ 


the Diallof 4haz, notuniverſall, inthe ſenſible length of the day 3 Withall, the [3 
retrait of the Sunne had made a publikeand nored change inthe frame ofnange, | 
this particular alteration of the ſhadow in places limited , tnight farisfie no lefſs | 
withouta confuſive mutation in the face of the world; Whetherſoever; to draw the | 
Sunne backe together with the ſhadow ; or to draw the ſhadow backe withour the. 
Sunne was the proofe of a divine omnipotence ; able therefore to draw backe the 
life of Hezekiab, fifteene degrees, from the nightof death , rowards which it was | 
haſting. O God, thou wiltrather alter the courſe of heaven and earth, than the 
faich of thy children ſhall ſincke for wantof ſupportarion. 

It ſhould ſeeme the Babylonians finding the Aſſyrians power abated by the re. 
vengefull hand of Gods Angell,and their own diſcord, rooke this advantage of a re- 
volt; and now to ſtrengthen their part, fall in with Hezekiah King of Judah, whom 
they found the old enemy tothe Afſyrians,and the grear favourite of heaveh : Him 
they wooe withgifts;him they congratulate with Ambaſſages : The fame of Heze. 
kiahs ſickneſſe, recovery, forme, and affurance of cure, have drawne thither meſſen.. 

gers,and preſents from Berodach Baladan King of Babylon. 
| The Caldees were curious ſearchers into the fecrets of nature, eſpecially into the 
motions of the celeſtiall bodies; Though there had beene no politicke relations, his 
| very Aſtronomicall miracle had been enough to fetch them to Jeruſalem, that they 
mightſee rhe man, for whoſe ſake the Sunne forſooke his place, or the fhadoyy for- 
ſooke the Sunne, * | 

How eafily have wee ſeene thoſe holy men miſ-carried by proſperity, againſt 
whom no miſeries could prevaile? He that ſtood out ſtoutly againſt all the Aſſyrian 
onſers,clinging the faſter rohis God, by how much he was harder aſſaulted by Sena- 
cherib, melceth now with theſe Babylonian favours, and runs abroad into offenſive 
weakneſſes. ' | 

The Babylonian Ambaſſadors are too welcome to EJek/ah, As a man tranſported 
with the honor of their reſpe&ive and coſtly viſitations,he forgets histeares,and his 
turning to the wall, he forgets their incompatible Idolatry :ſo hugging them in his 
boſome, as ifthere had beene no cauſe of itrangenefle : All his doores flie open to 
them;and in a vaineglorious oftenration all his new-gathered treafures,al his ſtrong } 
' armoriesentertaine their eyes ; nothing in his houſe, nothing in his Dominion is 
| hid from them. _ 

Oh HeFekiah,what meanes this impotent ambition? It is not long ſince thoutareſt 
off the very plates of the Temple doores, to giveunto Senacher:ib; and can thy trea- 
ſures be ſuddenly ſo multiplied, that they can be worthy toaſtoniſh forraine behoF 
ders?Or,if thy ſtorchouſe wereas rich asthe earth,can thy heart be ſo vaine asto be 
| lifted up with theſe heavy metals? Didſt thounor ſee that heaven it ſelfe wasatthy 
becke,whileſt thou wert hambled> and ſhall a litcle earthly drofſe haye power over 
thy ſoule? Can the flattering applauſe of ſtrangers ler thee looſe into a proud jo}, 
whom the late meſſage of Gods Prophet reſolved into teares?O God,if thou donot 
keep us,as well in our ſun-ſhine,as in our ſtorme,we are ſure to periſh: As in all time 
of our tribulation, ſo in all time of onr wealth,good Lorddeliver us. 

' Alas, how ſleight doth this weakneſſe ſeeme in our eyes,ro rejoyce in the abun- 
dance of Gods bleſſings? to call in forraine friends to be witneſſes of our plenty? t0 
| rziſe our conceits, ſome lirtle, upon the acclamations of ethers, upon the value of 
our owne abilities? 

Lay thy hand upon thy mouth, O fooliſh fleſh andbloud, when thou ſeeſt the 
cenſureofthy Maker. | | 

Iſaiah thePropher is ſent ſpeedily to Hexekiah, with a ſharpe and heart-breaking | 
meſſage : ' Bchold,the dayes come that all that ts in thine houſe, and that which thy fathers 
| have laid up in flore unto this dey, ſhallbe carriedimio Babylon; nothing ſhall be leftif b 
the Lord, Andof thy ſons that ſhall iſſne from thee, which thou ſhalt beget, ſpall they take ® 
| w49,e94 they ſhall be Eanuches in the Palace of the King of Babylon, 
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Manaſſeh, 


OO ——_—  — — 


* Nofincanbelight in Hezckiah : the holineſſe of the perſon addes to the unholi- 
| nefle of the at, Eminency ofprofeſlion doubles both the offence.and the judgment, |. 
| This glory ſhall end in an ignominious lofle. 


The great and holy God wil not digeſt pride in any,much lefſe in his owne. That 
which was the ſubject of Hezekiabs ſin,ſhall be the marrer of his puniſhment; thoſe 
with whom he ſinned,ſhall be his avengers; It was his treaſure & munition where- 
in he prides himſelfeto theſe men of Babylon:The men of Babylon ſhall carry away 
his treaſure and munition; What now doth He7ekiah but tempt them with a olori- 
ous bootie;as ſome fond traveler that would ſhow his gold to a Theefe? 

Theſe worldly things are furtheſt off from the heart ; Perhaps Hezekiah might 
not be much troubled with their lofſe : Loe,God comes cloſer to him,yer. 

As yer was Hezekiah childlefſe;how much better had itbin to continue ſo ſtil,than 
to be plaguedin his iſſue? He ſhall now beget childrenco ſervitude ; his loynes ſhall 
yeeld Pages to the Court of Babylon : whiles he ſees them borne Princes, he ſhall 
foreſee them made Eunuches in a forraigne Palace : What comfort can he take in 
the wiſhes and hopes of ſons, when ere they be borne, he heares them deſtin'd to 
captivity and bondage? * 

This rod was {mart,yet good Hezekiah kiſſes it;his heart ſtruck him no lefſe,than 
the mouthof the Prophet ; meekely therefore doth he yeild to this divine correQi- 
ON;Good i the Word of the Lord which thou haft ſpoken. Thou haſt ſpoken this word, 
but from the Lord; it is not thine, bur his; and being his,it muſt needsbe, like him- 
ſelfe, good : Good, becauſe it is juſt , for I have deſerved more, and worſe; 
Good , becauſe mercifal! ; for I ſuffer not according ro my deſerts. 1s it net 
good, if there be peace and truth in my dayes ? I have deſerved a preſent payment, O 
God thou deferreſt it; I have deſerved ir in perſon,thou reſerveſt it for thoſe whom 


I cannot yer ſo feele,becaule they arenot; I have deſerved war andtumulr,thou fa- 


voureſt me with peace; I have deſerv'd to be over-run with ſuperſtition,and Idola- 
try,thou bleſſeſt me with truth;ſhouldft thou continue truth unto me, (though up- 
on the moſt unquiet termes) the bleſſing were too good for me; but now thon haſt 
promiſed, and wilt net reverſe it, that both truth and peace ſhall be in my dayes; 
Lord I adore thy juſtice, I blefle thy mercy. 

Gods children are neither waſpiſh nor ſallen when they are chid or beaten, but 
patiently hold their backs to the ſtripes ofa diſpleaſed mercy ; knowing how much 


more God isto be magnified, for what he might have done,than repined at,for what | 


he hath done:reſigning themſelvesoverintothe hand of that gracious juſtice, which 
irtheir ſmart ſeeks theirreformation and glory. 


ec = —_—_ __—— —_—— — 


Manaſleh. 


er but ſuch a one.as if he could haye fore-ſeene,orbitie had beene 
= © ableſling. X | 


| change of good and evil 


SSD ki is ſucceededby wicked Manaſſeh - Evill Princes ſucceed to 


good, for the exerciſe of the Church,and good fucceedro evill, | 


for the comfort of the Church. pon ——————_ 
The yong yeares of Maxaſſeb give advantage tobis miſ-carriage; Even whiles he 


might have been under the Ferule,he ſwayed the Scepter: Whither may nota child | 
| be drawne;eſpecially toa gariſh,and puppet-like ſuperſtition? As infancy 1s capable | 


of all impreſſions,ſo moſt of the worſt. 


Neither did Manafſeh begin more earely, than he held out long;Heraigned more 


yeares than his-good father liv'd , notwithſtanding the miraculous addition to his 


He ——————— 


DAY I 


- _ 
— es. i. 


=© T laſt,ſome three yeares after his recovery,HeZekiah hath a ſon; 


bs Still in the throneof Jadeh there is a ſucceſſion, and inter= | | 
- :Good Jothars is fucceeded by wicked | 
ee Ahazzwicked Ahaz is ſucceeded by good E ekiah; Good Eze- | 


| 129 


| 


: x Chron 


> : 


age; More than ever any King of Judah,beſides, could reach:Length of dayes i500 } 
Frets oy Rrfrr2 4 tride 1 | 
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true rule of Gods favour ; As plants laſt longer than ſenſitive creatures, andbrute 'A 
creatures out-live the reaſonable z ſo, amongſt thereaſonable,it is nonewes for the 
wickedly great,to inherit theſe carthly glories, longer than the belt, 

There wants not apparant reaſon for this difference; Good Princes are ferch 4- 
way toa better Crowne; They cannot be loſers, that exchange a weake and tading 
honor,for a perfe&ion andeternity of bleſſedneflſe : Wicked men live long to their! 
owne difadvantage;they do bur carry ſo many more brands to theirhell : If there. 
fore there be a juſt man thar periſherh in his rightcouſnefſe; and there be a wicked 
man thatprolongs his life in his wickednefle,far be it from us,cither to pitty there. 
movallof the juſt,or to envy the continuance ofthe wicked ; This continues to his 
loffe,that departs to an happy advancement. ' : | 

It is very like that EZek/4h marrying ſolate,in the vigour both of his age,andho- 
linefſe,made a carefull choyce of a wife ſutable ro his owne piety ; Neither had his 
delight beene ſo muchin her (according to her name) if her delight had nor beene, 
as his, in God ; Their ifſue ſwaryes from both; fo fully inheriting the vices of his 
grand-father Ahaz;as if there had beene no intervention of an EZekiah: So we haye 
ſeenethe kernell of a well fruited plant degenerate into that crab,or willow,which 
gave the originall ro his ſtock; yet can I not ſay that Fzek'ah was as free from trady- 
cing evill to his ſon Manaſſeh, as Ahaz was free from traducing good to his ſon F7e. 
kiah : Evill is incorporated in the beſt nature, whereas even the leaſt good deſcends 
from aboye. 

Wee may not meaſure grace by meanes : Was it poffible that M/ anaſch having 
beene trained up in the religions Court of his father Hezekiah, under the eye of ſo 
holy Prophersand Priefts, under the ſhadow of the Temple of God, after a child- 
hood ſeaſoned with ſo gracious precepts, with fo frequent exerciſe of deyotion, 

' ſhould run thus wild into all heathenifh abominations ; as if there had beene no- 
thing but Idolatry in the ſeedof his conception, in the milke of his nouriſhment, 
in the rules of his inſtitution,in the praftice of his examples? How vaine are all out- 
ward helps without the influence of Gods Spirit? and that Spirit breathes where he 
lifteth : goodeducation raiſeth great hopes,but the proofe of them is inthe divine 
benediction. | Es 

| feare to looke at the out-rages of this wicked ſon of HeJekiah : What havocke 
doth he make in the Church of God? as if he had been borne to ruine Religion, as 
it his only felicity had been to untwiſt,or teare, in one day, that holy web which his 
facher had been weaving,nineand twenty yeares? and contrarily, to ſet up in one 
houre that offenſive pile, which had beene above three hundred yeares in pullitig 
downe:lo long hadthe high places ſtood; the zeale of Hezekiahin demoliſhingthem 
honoured him, aboyeall his predeceffors; and now the firſt a& ofthis greene head 
was their reedifying : That miſchiefe may bedone in a day, which many ages can- 
not redreſle, $4 WY 
| Fearefull were the prefages of theſe bold beginnings; From the miſ-building of 
theſe Chappels of the Hilsto the true God, Manaſſeh proceeds to' erecting of altar9 
to a falſe,cven to Baal,the God of Ahab, the ſtale Idollof the heathen; yet further! 
not content with ſo few Deities, he worſhips all the hoaſt of heaven ; /and that he 
might deſpight God yet more; he ſers up altars totheſe abuſed rivals of their Maker, 
in the very houſe of the Lord ; that holy place doth he not feare to defile with the 
graven Image of the grove, that hee had made : Never Amorite did fo wicked!y-48 
Manaſſeh ; and, which was yet wore, it ſufficed not to be thus wicked himſelfe, but 
he ſeduced Gods people to theſe abominations; and that his example might move 
the more, he ſpares not hisowne ſon from the fire of the Idol-facrifice.Neither were 
his witcheries lefſe enormious, than his Idolatrie; he obſerved times, he uſed in- 
chantments,he dealt with familiar ſpirits, and with wizards : Neither were either 
of theſe worſe than his cruelty : He ſhed innocent bloud till he had filled Jeruſalem 
from one endto another. Og A | tA Dit” 
 O Maneſſth.how noleſſe crue{l wert thou to thine own ſoule, than tothy Judah: 

| What an hideous liſt of monſtrous impiety is here;Any oneof which were enough 45 
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 todraw, judgment upon a world; but what hell is ſafficienc for all rogether? 


What browes are not now lifted up toan attentive expectation of ſome preſenr, | 


and fearefull vengeance from God,upon ſuch flagitious wickedneſſe? Therefore thas 
ſaith che Lord, Behold I am bringing ſuch evill upou leruſalem and Iudah, that whoſoever 
beareth of it $81 h his eares ſhall tingle: The perſon of Manaſſeh isnot capable of revenge 
enough:as his fin dilatedit felfe by an infe&ious diffuſion to his people, ſo ſhall the 
puniſhment. Ve are ſenfible of the leaſt touch of our own miſeries,how rarely arc 
we affe&ted with other mens calamities?yer this evill ſhall be ſach.as that the rumor 
of itſhall beat no eare that ſhall not glow with an aſtoniſhing commiſeration : What 
then,O God, what ſhall that plague be,which thou threatneſt with ſo much preface 
of horror? 1 will ftretch over leruſalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the honſe 
of Ahab; and I will wipe Ieruſalem 4s 4 manwipeth a diſh, wiping it and turning it 
upſide downe : And 1 will forſake the remnant of mine inheritance z and I will deliver 


them into the hand of ther enemies, and they ſhall become a prey and a ſpoile unto all their e- | 


nemies. | 


| It is enough O God,it is enongh : Whateare can but tingle? what eye can bur 

weep?what haire can bur ſtart up? what heart can be but confounded at the menti- 
onof ſodreadfull a revenge ? Can there be a worſe judgement than deſolation, cap- 
tivity,deſertion, ſpoyle, and torture of prevailing enemies?but however, other Ci- 
ties and Nations have undergone theſe diſaſters, without wonder; that all this ſhould 
befall to thy Jeruſalem, the place which thou haſt choſen to thy ſelfe, out of the 
whole earth,the lot of thine inheritance,rhe ſear of thine abode, whereof thou haſt 
ſaid, Here ſhall be my reſt for ever,it 1s able to amaze all eyes alleares. 

No City could fare worſe than Samaria, whoſe inhabirants after a wofull fiege, 
were driven,like cattell, into a wretched ſervitude ; Jeruſalem ſhall fare no better 
from Nebachadzezzar the King of Babylon :. Jeruſalem the glory of the earth , 
the dearling of heayen ; See, O yee vaine men, that boaſt of the priviledges. of 
Chaires and Churches,ſee,and tremble. There is no place under heaven to which 
the preſence of God js fo wedded as that the fins thereof ſhall not procure a dif- 


dainefull,and finall divorce: The height of former fayours ſhall be but an aggravarti- 


on of vengeance. ES | | | 
This rotall yaſtation of Jeruſalem (hall take time: onwards, God begins with the 
perſon ofwicked Manaſſes:againſt whom he ſtirres up the Captaines ofthe hoaſt of 


the late friend, and old enemy of Judah : Thoſe chornes amongſt which he had | . 
ſhrouded his guilty head,cannot ſhelter him from their violence;they take himand | 
 binde him with fetters ofiron,andcarry him to Babylon; There helies loaded with | 
chaines,in an uncomfortable dungeon, exerciſed with varietie of tortures, fed with | 
ſach courſe pittances of bread, and fips of water, as might maintaine an unwilling | 
life,to'the puniſhment ef the owner. What eye can now pittie the deepeſt miſeries | 


of Menaſſch? What but bondage can befit him,that hath ſolawleſly abuſed his liber- 
ty?What but anutter abdication can befit him that hath caſt off his God, anddoted 


upon Devils? What-but a dying life, and a tormenting death can be fit for a man of | 


blood? 


Who now would not have given this man for loſt ; and have lookt when hell | 


ſhould claime her owne? But oh the height,oh the deprhof divine mercy? After all 


theſe prodigies of ſin, Hanaſſeh is a convert;When be was in affliftion he beſought the | 


v 


Lord his God: and hambled himſelf, greatly before the God of his Fathers.How true 1s chat . 
word of the Prophet, Yexation gives wnderſtanding.The viper when he is laſhed,caſts | 
up his poyſon: The traicor whe he is racked, tells that truth which he had elfe never | 


uttered; If the crofſebeare us not to heaven,nothingcan:What uſe were thereof the 


graine, bur for theedge of the ſickle, wherewith it iscur downe; the ſtroke 'of the | 


| flayle , wherewith it is beaten ; the weightand attrition of the mill, wherewith 


- 


with that Grand-father of thine (who was, till now; too good for thee) /s 


| was good for mee that I was. afflified : Even thine iron was more precjois to | 
| thee, than thy gold; thy Goale was a more happy lodging to thee, than nt Palace, 
| ODEO .._____.__.__ Þabyion ! 


a. 


——TCS  . wh 


Rrrer3 | 


Vw 


———_ 


ws. Mt. 


WAS 


w— 


mere r 9 1. Se 


itiscraſhed:; the fire of the oven wherewithit is baken > Say now , Manaſſeh, | 
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4 ha? Eould heavoid the ſenſe of thoſe fifteene yeares, which were ſuper-addedto 
his fathers age? What one of theſeproofes doth not evince a Deiry?Yet,rill hisown 


| goed-cheape: ſo we have ſeene reſtie horſes that will net moye till they bleed with 


| 


Contemplations. 


| O— — 


upon our afflictions ? Theſe, how crabbe ſoever, are our beſt friends. They are: 
not, indeed, for our pleaſure, they arefor our profit: their iflue makes them wor. 


thy of a welcome. What doe wee care how bitter that potion be which brings | 


health e BA 

How farre a man may go,and yet turne?Could there be fouler ſins thantheſe?Lo, 
here was Idolatry in the height, violation of Gods houſe, ſorceries ofall kinds,bloo- 
dy cruelty to his owne fleſh, tothe Saints of God;and all theſe againſt the ſtreame 
of a religious inſtitution,of the zealous counſels of Gods Prophets, of the checks of 
his owne heart, ' 

Whocan complaine that the way of heaven is blocked up againſt him, when he 
ſees ſach a ſinnerenter? Say the worſt againſt thy ſelfe, © thou clamorous {oule; 
Here is one that murthered men,defied God, worthipt divels; and yet finds the way 
torepentance;ifthou be worſe than he,denie (ifrhon canſt)that to thy ſelfe, which 
God hath not deniedto rhee,capacity of grace : In the meanetime;know that it is 
not thy ſin,but thine impenitence that barres heaven againſt thee. 

Preſame not yet, O man, whoſoever thou art, of the liberty of thy converſion; 
25 if thou couldeft run on lawleſly ina courſe of finning, till thou come to the brim 
of hel;and then couldſt faddenly ſtop,and returng at leaſure : the mercy of Godne- 
ver ſet period to awiltull ſinner ; neither yetdid his owne corrupt deſires; fo as 
when he is gone the furtheſt,he could yer ſtay himſelfe from another ſtep:No man 
that truely repents is refuſed : but many a one finnes ſo long, that he cannot repent. 
His cuſtome of wickednefſe hath obdur'd his heart, and made it flint to all 
impreſſions. There were Iereboams, and Abjams,and Ahabs,and laſhes, and 4haZes, 
in theſe ſacred Thrones, there was bnt one Maneſſeh, God hath not leftin any 
mans hand the raines of his owne heart, topace,andrurne,and ſtop as he lifts; This 
priviledge isreſerved to him that made it ; 17 is rot of him that wils, nor of him that 
runs,bat of God that ſhowes mercy :and that mercy negleQed,juſtly binds over tojudg- 
ment. 1.0 : | 10 | 

I wonder not at Maxaſſeb, either ſinning,or repenting; I wonder at thy goodnes 


| O Lord,who after thy juſt permiſſis of his ſin,calleſt him this graciouſly ro repent; | 


and ſoreceiveſt him repenting : Soas Maraſſeh was not a more loathlome and mon- 
ſtrous ſpectacle of wickedneffe, than he is now a pleafing and uſefull patterne of 
converſion ; Whocan now defpaire of thy mercy, O God.that ſecs the teares of a 
Manaſſch accepted ? when we have debauched our worſt, our evil! cannot match 
with thy goodneſfe;rather it is the praiſe of thine infinite ſtore, that whers ſinne a- 
bounds,grace abounds much more; O keep us from a preſumption of grace,thar we 
may repent; and raiſe us from a diſtruſt of grace when we have repented. 

No ſooner 1s Manaſſeh penitenr, than he is free » his prayers have atonce looſed 


him from his ſins,and from his chaines;and of a captive have made him a King; and 


from the dungeon of Baby]on have reſtored him to the Palace of Jeruſalem : How 
ealie is it for rhe ſame hand that wounds,to care : What cannot fervent prayers do, 
either for our reſcuing from evill,or for our inveſting with geod? 

Then Manaſſah knew that the Lord he was God.Themand not before? Could his yon- 
ger yeares eſcape the knowledge of Gods miraculous deliverance of Jeruſalem from 
che Afſyrians ? Could he bur know the flaughrer that Gods Angell made in one 
night,of an hundred foureſcore and five theufand? Could he bur have heard the juſt 


revenge upon Sexacherib 2 Could he be ignorant ofhis fathers ſipernaturall recove- | 


ry:Could he bur ſee thateverlaſting monument of the nored degrees in the Diall of 


ſmart,and cure, Mansſſeb knew nor that the Lord was God. - 


Fooliſh finners pay deare for their knowledge : neither will indureto be taught 


| 


L1is.XX, | 


Babylon was a better Schoole to thee,than' eruſalem:what foolesare we to frowne| A 


A 


the ſpur : Sowehave ſeene dull and caretefſe children,that wiltlearne nothing bur 
what is put mtothem with the rod. Hy c . 


The | 


a M. 


"DinXX. 


_ Manaſſth, © 


mon | 


A | 


| 


 ſtripes,it is no lefſe for his glory. 


The Almighty will be ſure tobe knowne for whathe is, ifnort by faire meanes, 


yet by foule; If our proſperity,and pas ſweet experience of his mercy can win 
us to acknowledge him, itismore 


Manaſſch now rerurnes another manto /ersſalevs:With what indignation doth he 
looke upon his oldfollies?and now.all theamends he can make,is roundoe what he 
did; to do that which he undid : He tooke away the ftrange Gods and the 1del out of the 
houſe of the Lord; and all the altars that be bad built inthe mount of the houſe of the Lord, 
and in and ner caft them out of the City, Trae repentance bepins todecline ar the 
ablative;deſtroying thoſe monuments of ſhame which former error had reared;The 
thornes mult firſt be ſtubbed up, erethe ground can be capable of ſeed ; The trae 
method ofgrace,is firſt,Ceaſe to doevill;then, Lterneto do good. | 

In vaine had Maraſſeh profeſſed a repentance,ifthe itrange gods had ſtil held poſ- 
ſeſhon of Jeruſalem, if the Idoll had ſtill harboured in Gods Temple, if forraine al- 
tars had (till ſmoked upon the holy mountaine; Away with all his traſh, when once 
HManaſſeh comes toatrue ſenſe of piery. 

There is nothing but hypocrifie in that penitent,who after all vowes, and teares; 
retaines his old abominations; Ir is that poore peece of ſatisfaftion which wee can 
give tothedivine juftice,in a heartie indignation,to fling downe that cupof wicked- 
nefle wherewith we have been bewitched, and to trample upon the ſheards : with- 
out which,confeſſion is but wind,and the droppes of contrition, water. 


The living God loves todwell cleane, he will not come under the roofe of Idols, | 


nor admit Idols to-come under his : Firſt therefore, Menaeſſeh caſts our the ſtrange 


Gods and Idols,and altars;andthen Herepaires the Altar of the Lord,and ſacrifices there= | 


on peace-offerings,aud tnanke-offerings. Nor, till he had pull'd down,might he build; 8: 
when he had pull'd downe,he muſt build: True repentance is no lefle aftive of good, 
Whar is ic the berter,if whe the Idolatrous alrars are defaced,the true Ged hath nor 
an Altar ere&ed to his Name? In many altars was ſuperttitionzin no altars, Atheiſine. 

Neitherdorh penitent M»afſeh build God a new altar, but he repaires the old, 


which by long diſ-uſe lay waſte,and was mofſte and mouldred with age and negle&. | 


| God loves well his owne inftitutions;neither can he abide innovations, ſo mach 


as in the out-ſides of his ſervices. It is an happie worke to vindicate any ordinance of 


God from the injuries of times,and to reſtore it ts the originall glory, 


What haye our pious Governors done other in Religion? had we gone about to. | 


lay a new foundation, the worke had bin accurſed; now wee have onely fcrapedeoff 
ſome ſuperfluous moſle, that was growne upon theſe holy ſtones, we have cemented 
ſome broken peeces, we haye potnted ſome crazie corners with wholeſome morter, 
in ſtead of baſe clay,wherewith it was diſgracefully patched up- The altar is old, jt is 


Gods altar:It is not new,notours: If we have laid one new ſtone in this ſacred buil- | 


ding, let itflye in our faces, and beat out our eyes. : 
On this repaired altar doth Manaffeh ſend up the facrifices of his peace,ofhis 


thankfulneſſe; and doubtleſſe the God of heaven ſmells a ſweet favour of reft; No 


perfume is ſo pleaſing te God,as that which is caſt in by a penicent hand. . 
Ithad not ſerved the turne that Manſſeh had approached alone to this renued al- 
rar; As his lewdexample had wichdrawne the people from their God;lonow he com- 


mands Indah to ſervethe Lord Godof Iſrael; Had he been filent,he could not haye been 


unfollowed : Every a& of greatneſle is preceptive z but now that Religion is made 
Law,whatſraclite will not be devour. | 


our caſe, bnr, if we will needesbe taught by | 


_ SWC LE WY OT ITT. 


The true God hath now no competitour in Judah;All the Idolls are pull'd down, 


the high places will not be pull'ddownezan ill guiſe iscafily raken np lsnot ſo eaſily | 
left : Aftera common depravation of Religion, it is hard to returne untorhe firſt 


puritie: as when a garment is deepely ſoiled, it cannot withoat many lavers recover 
the former cleannefſe. ag 4 bor: 
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2 Chron.34.3, 
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(ontemplations, * 
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Joſiahs Reformation. 


& Er, yetif we muſt alcer from our ſelyes,ic is better to be a Manaſſeh, 
® than a 70aſh: oaſh beganne well, and ended ill:M anaſſeh began ill, 
2 andended well ; his age varied from his youth, no lefſe, thanone 
SY mans condition can varie from anothers; His poſterity ſucceeded 
29 in both; 4-wos his ſon ſucceeded in the fins of Manaſſehs youth, 
 Toſieb his grand-child ſucceeded in the vertues of his age. Whata 
vaſt difference doth grace make inthe ſame age ? Manaſſeh began 
his raigne at twelye yeares,oſiah at eight; Mvaſſeb was religiouſly bred under Heze- 
kiah, Ioſiah was mif-nurtured under Ammon; and yet Manaſſeh runs into abſurd Ido- 
latries, 10ſjahis holy and devout. The Spirit of God breathes freely;not confining it 
ſelfe to times, Or meanes. 

Norules can bind the hands ofthe Almighty; It ts in ordinary proofe too true 
a word,that was faid of old,}Vo be ts thee O Land,whoſe King w a child:the goodneſle 
of God makes his owne exceptions; Judah never fared berrer, than in thegreene 
yeares of a 1oſieh:If we may not rather meaſure youth and age by government, and 
diſpoſition,than by yeares:Surely thus, 1eſjah was older with ſmooth cheekes, than 
Manaſſeh with gray haires. Happy isthe infancy of Princes , when n falls into the 
hands of fairhfull Counſellors. 

A good patterne 1s no ſmall help for yong beginners; 19ſah ſets his father David 
before him,not Armen not IH anveſſeh:Examples are the beſt rules for the inexperi- 
enced;where their choyce 15 good, the direCtions are cafieſt: The Lawes of Godare 
the waies of David; Thoſe Laws were the rule,theſe wayes were the praftice:Good 
Toftah walkes in all the wayes of his Father David. 

Even the minority of 74h, was net-idle;we cannot be good too earely: At eight 
yeares it was enough to haye his eare open to heare good counſaile;to have his eyes 
and heart open to ſeeke after God: At twelye, he begins to at and thewes well that 
he hath found the God he ſought : Then he addreſſes himſelfe ro purge Judah and 
Jeruſalem,from the high places,groves,images,altars, wherewith it wasdefiled;bur- 
ning the bones of the 1dolatrous Prieſts upon their altars;ſtreawing the aſhes of the 
idols upon the gtaves of them that had facrificed to them, ſtriving by thoſe fires and 
mattocks-to teſtifie his zealous deteſtation of all idolatrie. | 

The houſe muſt firſt be cleanſed, ere it can be garniſhed; no man will caſt away 
his colt upon uncleane heaps; ſo ſoone as the Temple was purged, Joſiah bends his 
thoughts upon the repayring and beaurifying of this houſe of the Lord. 

— Wharſtir was there in Judah,wherein Gods Temple ſuffered not? Sixe ſeveral! 
times was It pillaged, whether out of force or wil: Firſt, lehoaſh King of Judah is faine 
by the ſpoile of it to ſtop the month of Ha7ae!; Then, 1oaſbKing of Iſtael fils his 
own hands with that ſacred ſpoile,in the dayes of Amaziah; after this, 4has rifles it 
for Tiglath Pileſer King of Afﬀyriah;then Hezekiah is forced to ranſacke the treaſures 
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of it for Senachertb; yer after, the ſacriledge of HManaſſech makes that bootie of it, 
which his later times indeayoured to reſtore;and now laſtly, 4wwox his ſon neglefts 
the frame,embearzels the furniture of this holy place : The very pile began to com- 
plaine of age and unreſpe&t. - Now comes good 7oſiab, and in his eighteenth yeare 
(when other yong Gallants would have thought of nothing bur pleafure,and iollity) 
ww up rhelareſt care of his father David, and gives order for the repayring of the 

emple. FH | 

The keepers of the doore have-receivedthe contributicn of all faithfull Jewes, 
forthis pious uſe; the King ſends Shaphan the ſcribe to Helkgah the Prieſttro ſum if 


up,and to deliver ir unto Carpenters,and Maſons, for ſo holy a worke. 
How well doth it beſeeme the care of a religions Prinee, to ſet the Priefts ard 


Scribes in hand with reedifying the TemplezThe command is the Kings the charge 
is the high-Prieſts, the execution is the workemens: when thelabourers are wn 
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Joſiahs Reformation ; 


full in doing the worke, and the high-Prieſt int the direQing ir,and the King inin- 
joyingit, Gods houſe cannor faile of an happie perfection: :- but when any of theſe 
ſlackens, the buſineſſe muſt needs languiſh. | 
How God blefles the devour indeavours of his ſervant? Whiles Yelk#jah was dili- 
gently ſurvaying the breaches andthe reparationof the Temple,he lighrs upon the 
booke of the Law: The authentick and originall Booke of Gods Law was by a ſpe- 
clall charge appointed to be carefully kept within a ſafe ſhrine,in the San&uary: In 
the depraved times of [dolatry,ſome faithfull Prieſt(ro make ſure work)had locked 
It faſt up in ſome corner of the Temple, from thereach of all hands, of all eyes : as 
knowing how impoſlible ir was, that divine monument could otherwiſe eſcape the 


furie of prophane guilrineſſe : Some few tranſcripts there were doubtleſſe, (parcels 


of this ſacred Book)in other hands; neither doubt I,bur as Yelkijah had been former- 
ly well acquainted with this holy volume (now of long time hid) ſothe cares of 
good [oiairhad beene inured to ſome paſſages thereof; but rhe whole body of theſe 
awfull Records,fince the late night of Idolatrous confuſion and perfecution,ſaw no 
light till now;this precious treaſure doth Helkjah find, whiles he digs for the Tem- 
ple:Never man labouredto the reparation of Gods Church,bur he mer with a bleſ- 
fing more than he looked for, _ 

Helkjjah the Prieſt,and Shaphan the Scribe do not ingroſſe this invaluab'e wealth 
into their owne hands, nor ſuppreſle theſe more than ſacred roles, for their owne 
advantage; bur tranſ-mit them, firſt to the eares of the King, then by him, to the 
people:Icis not the praiſe of a good Scribe,to lay up,bur to bring forth,both old and 
new : And if the Prieſts lips ſhall keepe knowledge, they keep it to impatr, not to 
ſmoother, The people ſhall ſeeke the Law at his mouth ; for he 5 the meſſevger of the Lord 
of Hoalſis. | 

, So [ol as the good King heares the words of the book of the Law,and in ſpeci- 
all, thoſe dreadfull threats of judgment, denonnced againſt the Idolatries of his Ju- 
dah,he rends his cloathes,to ſhew his heart rent with ſorrow, and fearetull expeta- 
tion of thoſe plagues; and waſhes his boſome with teares. Oh gracious tendernefſe 
of 1oſ6ah: he doth bur once heare the Law read, and is thus humbled; humbled for 


his fathers ſins, for the ſins of bis people: how many ofus, after a thouſand hamme- | 


rings of the menaces of Gods Law, upon our guilty ſoules, continue yer inſenfible 


of our danger? The very reading ofthis Law doth thus aftect him; the preaching of 


it ſtirs not us; The fins of others ſtrucke thus deepe with him;our own are fleighred 
by us: A ſoft heart is the beſt tempered for God:So Phyfitians are wont tolike thoſe 
bodyes beſt,which are eafeſt ro worke upon + O God make our clay, waxe,and our 


waxe pliable to thine hand; ſo ſhall we be ſure to be free either from ſin, or from the | 


hurt of finne. | ons 

Tr is no holy ſorrow that ſends us not to God, Toſ7ah is not moaped with a diſtra- 
Qive griefe,or an aſtoniſhing feare,bur in the height of his paſſion, ſends five choiſe 
meſſengers to Huldsh the Propheteſle,to enquire of the Lord;for himſelfe,for Judah: 
It isan happy trouble rhar drives us tothis refuge. 


idolatrous, what is that ro you, yea to them, who have expiated theſe crimes by 
their repentance 2 Have you not carefully reformed all thoſe abuſes? hath nor your 
happy reformation made an abundant amends for thoſe wrongs? Spare your reares, 
and fave the labour of your meſſengers; All is well.all ſhall be well;;rheſe judgments 
arefor the obſtinate; had we beene ſtill guilty, rheſe feares had beene juſt : 
wee (till in danger, what had wee gained by our converſion ? Rather, as glad 
to ſecond the religious cares of their young King , they feed his holy anxieties wich 
a juſt aggravarion of perill ; and by their good counſell , wher thele his zealons de- 
fires ofa ſpeedy reſolution : Thar fate cannor but be happie , whoſe Prieſts and 
Peeresare ready as to ſuggeſt, ſo to cheriſh,and execute the devour projedts of their 
Soveralgnes, E TH 
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I doe not heare any of theſe | 
Courtiers reply to this godly motion of their yong King: Alas,Sir, what meanes this | 
deepe perplexity 2 Whatneeds all rhis buſie iriquiſirion? If your father were idola- 
- trous, what is that to you,who have abandoned his fins ? If your people were once 


were | 
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| 1306 | LisXX, 
| ThegrayePrieſt, the learned ſcribe, the honourable Courtiers do notdiſdaine | A 
to knocke at the doore ofa Propheteſſe : Neither dothany of them ſay ; k were 
hard if wee ſhould not have as much acquaintance with God, as a Woman ; | | 
but in an humble acknowledgement of her Graces ; they come to learne the will 
of God, from her mouth : True piety is modeſt , and ſtands not upon rermes 
of reputation,in the buſineſſes of God; but willingly honors his gifts in any ſubje&, 
leaſt of all init ſelfe. 

The ſexe is not more noted in Huldah,than the condition; As ſhe was a woman, fo | 
| a wife;the wife of Shalum:Holy matrimony was no hinderance to her divine reve- 
n | lations;ſhe was at once a Propheteſle in her colledge,an huſwife in her family; It was 
never the praftice of God to confine his graces to virginity : Ar this very tyme the 
Famous Prophet Jeremy flouriſhed;ſome yeares had hee already ſpent in this publike | p 
ſervice;why was not he rather conſulted by 7ofiah ? Tt is not unlike that ſome pro- | 
pheticall imployments called him away, at this time from Jeruſalem : His preſence 
| could not have been balked : purpoſely, doubrlefſe doth God caft his meflage upon 
| the point of that abſence, that he might honour the weaker veſſel] with his di- 
fk vine oracle;and exerciſe the humility of fo great clients : in the anſwers of God, it is 
'& not to bee regarded, who ſpeakes, but from whom : The injurie redounds to | 
_ if the weakeneſſes of the perſon cauſe us to under-yalae the authority of the 
| function. | 
As Iofah and his meſſengers doe not deſpiſe Haldah , becauſe (hee was a wo- 
 } manzſfo Huldabdoth not flatter 1oſiah,becauſe aKing : Goe tell the man that ſent you, | | 
| | Thus ſaith the Lord : Behald, Iwill bring evill upon this place. Lo, he that was as God | 6| 
| to his ſubje&s, is but as man to the Propheteſſe : neither is the meſſage ever the 


 ſiveeter,becauſe it is required by a Prince : No circumſtance may vary the forme of 
| ; divine truth. | 
| ; Evillmuſtbefall Jeruſalem and Judah; yea,all the words of that book, muſt allight 
+ upon the inhabitants of both::In how bad a caſe we may be,and yer think our ſelves 
' notſafeonly,but happy ? Theſe Jewes had forgotten their old revolts;and now ha- 
: ving framed themſelyes ro hioly courſes, promiſed themſelyes nothing but peace, 
when the Propheteſle foreſees,and forecells their approaching ruine : Even their 
od ſcore muſt be paid, after the opinion ofa cleere agreement. Invaine ſhall we 
hopeto quit our arrerages b y prorogation. This Propheteſſe had immediate viſions 
from God,yet ſhe muſt ſpealc out of the Book; There was never any revelation from | 
the Lord that croſſed his wri tings : His hand, and his tongue agrec eternally : If that 
booke have curſed Judah, ſhe may not abſolve it. 
Yer,what a gracious mixi:ure was here of mercy, with ſeyerity;ſeverity to Iudah, 
mercy to 7oſiah; Judah ſhall be plagued and ſhall become a deſolation, anda.curſe; 
; ; Tofiab (hall be quietly houſed in his grave,before this ſtorme fal upon Indah:His eye 
|  _ . ſhall not ſee, what his people ſhall feele : It is enough that the expeCation of theſe 
| ; evils afflict him, the ſenſe ſhall nor. | 
' Whenceis this indulgence? Becauſe thine heart was tender ,andithou haſt humbled thy | | 
| | ſelfe before the Lord, How bappy a thing it is to be a reed unto Gods judgments,rather | 
| | thanan oake;the meeke andgentle reed ſtoops,and therefore ſtands,the oake ſtands 
_ ſtiffely our againſt the ſtrongeſt guſt, and therefore is turned up by the roots : At 
F ' leaſt}let us lament thoſe fins we hayenot avoided;and mourne for the ſins of others, 
| | whiles we hate our owne. 
f  Hethatfound himſelfe exempted from this vengeance, by his repentance and 
| . deepe himiliation, would faine find the frame way for the deliverance of his people: 
| i The ſame words of the Law therefore, that had wrought upon his heart,are by him 
; cauſedco be publikely read inthe eares of Judah and Jeruſalem: ; The aſſembly is 
univerſall, of Prieſts, Prophets, people, both ſmall and great; becauſe the finne 
was ſuch, the danger was ſich : that no ran may complaine to want informati- 
on , the Law of God ſounds inevery care. If our eare be {-utto- the! Law, the | | 


| 
; 
i 
| 
. 


—_—— 


Li - - o 2" PR = —_ + 7 ” < 
Aa 5 = a -- a >. I. ha "GS, o_; —_— 277 00 oo —_—_ yu « 
2-2" S —_ —_ _—_ IIS VE _ Cn RN F 
_ * Vw . —_ 0 - 


_—— 


Lis! 
"$40 
j! o 
bt 

1.6 
5 3 
[| 
| 


$4 [ 
LF] 
S 2 
T4 
'S 
[0 $5 
Cj%s 
®: 
+1 
$3F” 
T;.F 
TH 
. 
: 
+! 
1% 
'y £< F, 
, 
Ji 
. of! 
: ' 4+. 
$3 %: 
13 7 
'Y 
F? 
"2 | 
*4 
1 4 
þ4 
/ 
* Af L 
* = 
=} 
16 
« n 
+ . 
7 LA 
* T F 
4"; : '# / } 
+5 7 
: # 
k gy. ©i4 Bf 
, Is * 
<C = . 
"4% : 
rn * 
I. 7 
+8 B/ 
k a © 
43") : 
& s 8.6 
© 4 p 
$ 10 
T3 <4 
4 > $6.2 Fs 
ASY «- E433 
: 4: 
: 7 
'&4. 
: F:! 
, 
'T 3 "3 
...4%8 1 
ag F, 
$4. Þ S 
” : 
: T. | 
T3 {6 
\ © 1 
” &# £ , 
1 
IS. F 
5 ». $9 
oa " : np 
3 TF-+ m4 & 
} 4 
IR | : 
'F 1#- 
. tr 
T3 [1 ' 
i © #8.) 
; i £ n 
(Ie 7 s 
: ICH p 
LEES 
. 4 (F 
* 4 ; 
: £45 
"- 
; [4 
: ' 
[ | 
[; 54 
: » 
"341 
: *1 
Ti bk 
8 br 
$2 hs 
b [4 * 
t + 
> 73 v'Y 
o 
FL 
: : 
. Ly 


- y 4 
*is > *. © bs 
4 * $1 5 ; 
> C8 
: 
q 4 
: 4 T * 
: ; . 
3 $3 4 L 07 
4 4 4 F Y 
H9T BE 11.4%: 
x ROE 
vg 7F 


g * 
£44 m_ : 4 a> "0 196-0, 20097 ow "_ 
WIE we ae » ho re EEE III: r0n, OCD AS IS - _ 
« ; - 3 ” LY 
-_ _ hs. Cowon = - — c-Si 2 

"> # X 8 > #® 
Ns ad. i NR ISEY, 9 55 Sas rr wer z LE 3 

_—_—_— 4 - + 1 2p — 
"x9 IgE X'F2 F, Oats ww eng at, h_—_ 


on ww "__ 
: : in So - - 
2 + Boe, WO Spot 6 "Wh AR 
- - } 5g SEP So IN —_ < 
- potint ——_— - ho me a 
Sc CCS I - 


— 1——_—_ et > - 
+ -+ 3-2 ah... 6 oth = 
A SG In, O37 p 
ora ron - ws o 
by ont I Fa = 
& m4 * ay 
bt PR & og "fon. regs 9m 


_—_—— 
5 up m— 2 a II 


= ww ap. » At av Z A - 
"- Bred —_— — ————— 
abs. f . a o 
” you os VS. 4 Ae . m— 
2” 1 49 ot te Set era ors” ay 1” 
9. < x - ar <> ” 
of ng 
gf S - *- 
on, +7 "_w wh 


| ſinne is ours;but if the Law be ſhut toour eares,the ſinne js of our governors: Woe 
be to them that hide Gods Booke from the pe'ople, as they would doe xats-bane 
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| L 1B: XX. JoſtahsReform; / 
A | from theeyesof children. : Ignorant ſoules cannot periſh without their. murder :: 
| | | There is no feare of knowing too much, there is too much feare of praftizing too 

little : Now,if the people do not imitate their King in relenting,'they are not wor- 
thy to partake with him in his impunity. Howſoever, they ſhall not want a preat | 
example,as of ſorrow,ſo of amendment.Good 7oſeah ſtands by the pillar,and ſolemn- 
ly renues his Covenant with his ople carinor for ſhame refuſe to ſecond 
him:Eyen they chat look for a deſtruKtion, yer do not with-draw their obedie nce; 


>» 


Gods Children may not be ſullen under his corre&tiens,but whether they expe or 
feele ſmart,are no other than durifull to his awfull hand. As a man that finds he hath | 
done ſomerhing that might indanger the forfeic of his favour, puts himſelfe into 
ſome deſerving ation, whereby he may hopeto re-indeare himſelfe,ſo doth Tofiah 
p | here; Noindeavour is enough to teſtifie his zeale co that name of God which was 
ſoprofaned by his peoples Idolatry;what eyer monuments were yer remaining of 
wicked Paganiſme, he defaces with indignarion, he burnes the veſſels of Baal, and 
puts downe his.Chemarim,deſtroyes the houſes of the Sodomires, ſtrawes the pow- 
der of their Idols in the brook Kedron, defiles Topherb, rakes away the horſes of the | 
Sun,burnes the charets ofthe Sun with fire,and omits nothing that might reconcile 
 God,cleare Judah,perfe& a reformation. 

Neither is this care confined go pro og the neighbouring Towns, but ſtret- 
ches it ſelfe to the utmoſt coaſts of 19ſi4hs Kingdom; Bethel was rhe infamous ſeat of 
the pollution of [ſracl;it ſeemes the heyres of 1eroboam(who ſet up his golden Calfe 
| there) injoyed it not long; the Kings of Judah recovered it to their crawne, bur, it 
C | hadnor yer recovered it ſelfe from that ancient infe&ion: Thirher doth good 7offah 
| | ſend the unhallowed aſhes of Baels Reliques,to ſtaine that altarfirſt, which he will | 
| | ſooneafter deface. | | 2 | 

The time was, and it was nolefle than three hundred and fifty yeares ſince, that |} 
the man of God,out of Judah,cried againſt /er9boaws alrar, | 
| O Altar, Altar;Thms ſaiththe Lord; Behold 4 Child ſhalt be borne, unto the Houſeof Da- | 
vid,lofah by name, and upontbee ſhall he offer the Prieſts vf the Bigh places, that burnein- | 
cenſe upon thee,and mens bones ſhalt be burnt #pon thee, v3} 

And now is the houre come,wherein every of thoſe words ſhal be accompliſhed: | 
Ir could not bur be a great confirmation to 1oſiah,tofee that God fo lohg agoe fore- | 
markthim for his owne;and fore-nam'dhim to fo zealous & fervice. 
D | Allour names are equally foreknowne of that divine providence, though not | 
fore-ſpoken : neither can any a pafſe from us, which was not pre-determined in 
 thateternall Counſel of the Almighty:neither can any aft thar is pre-determined be | 
anfulfilled upon carth: Intervention of time breaks no ſquare in the divine decrees: | 
our pur-blindeyes ſee nothing,bnt that which roncheth their lids; the quick ſight of | 
Gods preſcience ſees that,as preſent, which is a world off: According to the predi. | 
tion, the ſtench of dead mens bones is afirperfume to fend np from this altar to | 
heaven,whoſe beſt ſacrifices favoured worſe in the noſtrils of God. And the bloed of j 
the idolarrous ſacrificers was a meet oblation to thar God, who had betn diſhonon- ; 
red by their burnt-offerings to his baſe corrivals, | Food tg 
FE | Even thatPropher who foretold this, had his roomb in Berkel, and that foomb | 
had his inſcription ; His weaknefſe might nor rob him of the hononr of his ſepul- | 
rure: How palpable do theſe Iſraelites condemne themſelves, whites they reſerve fo | 
famous a monument of their owne conviftion.It was no prejudice to this holy Pro- 
pher,that his bones lay amongſt the ſepulchers of idolaters. His Epitaph preſerved | 
thoſe bones from burning,upon that altar,whichhe hadaccurſed; As theT.yon might | 
not teare his carcafſe, when he died,ſo now, the furic of the multitude may not vio+ | 
| late the very bones, in his grave, - - PILE by R 

I donor ſee loſiabfave ther forteliques; Iheare him command they fhall reſt in 
peace ; it is fit the dead bodies of Gods Sairirs ſhould beas free from contegnpt; as 
from ſuperſtirion. SIOSKS\Þ oo Rs ft ART Go Re FE 

After the removall of theſe rites of falſe worlhip, ir isrime co bring in the true? 
| | Now ſolenine Paſſover ſhall be kept umo'the Lord,by the charge of 1ojub; That 
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2 Kings 23, 
verf. 29. 

And 
2 Chron.35, 
yerle 20, 
2 Chron.z6, 


Oe —— 


- firſt month is the time,the Levites are the'aQors.,A yeareling and fpotleſſe Lambe js 


xeale focarefully followes it, that ſince the dayes of Samwet, this feaſt was never 6 
gloriouſly,ſo-pungually celebrated.Jerufalem3sthe place,the fourteenth day of the 


theproviſion;no bone of it isbroken, the blood 3s:ſprinkled upon the dOOre-Poſtes 
itis roaſted whole,caren with ſowre herbs,with bread unleavened,the remainder is 
conſamed by fire; The Law,the Sacrifices had beene invaine, if the Paſſeover hag 
beene negleQed : Notrue Ifracfite might want, whether this monument of their 
deliverance paſt,orthis Type of the Meſſiah trocome.Rather than faile, loftahsboun- | 
tie ſhall ſupply toJudah Lambsfor their paſchall devotion : No almes is 6 accep-! 
rable.as that whereby.theſoule is furthered.* 


\f 


h , 


Joſiahs Death; with the deſolation of the Temple and Feruſalem, 


RJ 0j1ab hath now happily {ctled the affaires both of God, andthe 

d . State :, and now hath ſweet leiſure ro injoy himſelfe, and 
2 Be | hispeople:his conſcience doth notmore cheare him at home, 

ſje than his ſubjedts abroad ; Never Kingraigned with moreoffi- 
cious piety to God,with moxe love,and applauſe of men : But 
what ſtability is there in theſe earthly things? how ſeldorhe is 
excellency m any kind long-liv'd? In the very ſtrength of his 
bs;  _ age, inthe height of his ſtrength, is /oſ4h withdrawne from 
theearth ; as not without a mercifull intention of his glory, on Gods behalfe, 
ſo, not withour ſome weakeneſſe, on his owne. Pharach Necho King of Agypr 
comes up to fight againſt the King of Afyria : Whar is that to /9ſjah ? Perhaps 
the Egyptians attempred to paſſe thorow the land of Judah, towards Charchemſh 
the ſeat of his warre'; but, asa neighbour, not as an enemy : 19ſiabrefiſts him; as 
neither holding 1t ſafe to admit a forraine power into the boſome of his Coun- 
trey, E. daring to give ſofaire an occaſion of provoking the Aſſyrian hoſtiliry a- 
gA1nttTAun, | | 

The King of /Egyprmildly deprecates thisenmity ,he ſends Ambaſſadors to 1:ſi4b, 
ſaying, What have 1to do with thee thon King of Indah, I come not azainft thee, this day, 
but againſt the houſe wherewith I have war, for God commanded me 16 make haſte; forbeare 
thee from medling with God,who is with me that he defroy thee vot. : 

What friend could have ſaid more? what Prophet could have adyiſed more holi- 
ly2why doth not good lofiablay with himſelfe; There may be truth in this ſugge- 
ſtion; God may have ſent this man, to be a ſcourge.of mine old enemy, of Afbur : 
If the hand of the Almighty bein this defigne, why do1 oppoſe it? The quarrel! is 
not mine, whydoT thruſt my finger into this flame, unbidden; Wherefore ſhould I 
hazard the cftuſjon of blond, upon an harmelefle paſſage ? Can Theare him plead a 
command from God, and not inquire into it > How eafie is it forme to know the 
certainty of this pretended commiſſion 2 Have not I the Prieſts, and Prophetsof 
God- about me? Let me firſt goand conſult his oracle; If God have ſent'him,an 
forbidden me,why ſhould my courage carrie me againſt my piety? E520 
Tris ſtrange thar the good heart of 1oſiab could eſcape theſe thoughts, theſe reſo- 
lutions:Yer,he thatupon.the generallthreats of Gods Law againſt Judah,ſends meſ- 
lengers to inquire of A Propherefle; now upon theſe particular threats/of danger to 
himſelfe;ſpeakes nor,ſtirs not: The famous Propher Teremy was then living, and Ze- 


doores,to aſke,Sha/t 1 20 up againſt the King of Egypt? Sometimes, both grace and wit 


i 


" . Gontemplitiads.)- STH 


8 Goh . pe | TN HF. : 5+ Py . * 4 be > PI aroma: — 
| booke ofthe Law ſers him, the time, place , circumftances,\efthis Sacrament; his! N 
- 


phaniah, beſides awhole Colledge of Seers : 10ſish doth not ſo much as ſend out of | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


are alleepe inthe holieſt and warieſt brefis:the beſt of all Gods Sai y be ſome- 
times mil-carried by their paſſions totheircoſt. | op ani .; 
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| finnes had deſerved,miſerable. If the ſeparated foule could bee capable of paſſion, | 


—— 


| juſtir is with God;thar they which will be affe&ing undue enlargement of their e-} 


——_— _ 4 


Jofiahs death, ec. 
The wiſe providence of God hath mercifully determined to. leave Toſiah to his 
owne counſels,that by the weakneſſe of his ſervant,he might rake occaſion to per- 
fir his glory : Even that whercin 1oſ;«h was wanting unto God, ſhall concurre to the | 
making up of Gods promiſe to /oiah:when weare the moſt blinde-folded,we runne 
on the wayes of Gods hidden decrees; and;whar ever our intents be,cannor, if wee 
would,goe out of that unknowne path. | ET 
Needs will 79f/ab put himſelfe intoarmes againſtan unwilling enemy: and,to be | 
lefle noted,diguiles himſelfe.The farall arrow of an Egyprian archer findes him ont 
in the throng,and gives him his deaths-wound; Now.roo late he calls to aretrait ; 
his changed Charer is turned to a Biere, to cary his bleeding corps to his grave, in 
leruſalem, - | 
What eye doth notnowpity and lament the untimely end ofa 7oſiah > Whom 
can itchooſe bur affe@, to ſee a religious,juſt,vertuousPrince ſnatcht away in the vi- 
gor of his age? After all our fooliſh moane,the providence that dire&ed thar ſhaft 
to his lighting place, intends that wound for a ſtroke of mercy: The God whom 16 
ah ſerves, lookes thorough his death,at his glory : and by this ſudden violence will 
deliyer him from the view, and participation of rhe miſeries of 1#4«h, which had 
been many deaths, and fetches him to the participation of that happineſſe, which 
could countervaile more deaths,than could be incident unto a 19ſiah. Ohthe won- 
derfull goodnefle of the Almighty, whoſe very judgementsare mercifull ; Oh the 
ſafe condition of Gods children; whom very paine ecaſeth, whom death revives, 
whom diſſolution unites, whom laſtly,their very finne and tempracion glorifies. | 
How happily hath J9ſ;«b gainedby this change? Inſteadofa froward people; hee | 
now is ſorted with Saints and Angels; inftead ofa fading, and corruptible crowne, | 
he now enjoyesaneternall. The orphane fubjedts are ready to weep out their eyes, 
for ſorrow; their lofſe cannot be ſo great,as his gaine: he 1s glorious, they, as their | 


could 79ſiah have ſeene,after his departure,the calamiries of his ſans,of his people,it 
could not bur have laid fiege to his peace. = | | 

The fad ſubjetts proclaime his ſon /ohoabaz, King inſtead of fo lamented a father; 
He both doth ill,and fares ill: By that time he hath fare bur three moneths in 'the 
throne, Pharaoh Necoh King of Egypt feconds the fathers death,with the ſons capri- 
vity : This victorious.enemy puts downe the wicked fonne of 1944, and lades him 
with chaines at Riblath,in the land of Hemath; and lades his people witha tribute of | 
an hundred ralents of filyer,anda ralent of gold : Yer,as if hethat was unwilling to | 
fight with 7oſjþ,were nolefſe unwillmgto rootour his poſterity, this Egyptian ſers | 
Eliakim,the ſecond ſon of 1oſiah,upon the ſeat ofhis father; and;that he might bee 
all his,changes his name to /ehoiakim : oh the wofull and unworthy ſicceflion of 10- 
fiab:one ſon is a priſoner, the other is a tributary; both are wicked. After that 1eho;- 
akimhachbeen ſome yeers Pharaohs Baylife; to gather,and rack the deare rents of | 
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3 . n 
the Lord,and his Feodary,Pharaeh,and lehoiakim. | | 
So far was the ambitious Egyptian from maintaining his incroachment upoi the | 
territories of 1#dsh,that heconld not now hold his owne : From Nils to Euphrates, | 


all isloſt : So:ſubje& are the lefſer powers ſtill to be ſwallowed up of the greater; ſo | 


Indsh: Nebuchadnez.zar the great King of Babylon comes up; and ſweeps away both | 


ſtates, ſhould fall ſhort of what they had: 


Tehoiakims is caryedin fetters to Babylon : ind now in.that dungeonof his captivi- | 
ty, hath moreleifure,than grace,to bethinke himſelfe of all his abominations ; and | 
| whiles he inherits the ſad lodgingof his grear grandfather Manaſſch, inherits nor | 


his ſaccefle. | 


® 


rand withersin a day.: Within three 'mo- 
neths,and ten dayes isthat yong Prince (the tneer ſon of ſuch a farheryfercht up in 


$4438 | | th Pon FE TONY = 
While he is rotting in this Goale,his pps Tehoiachin ſtarts up in his throne ; 
| likero amuſhrom thar riſesup in anight,an 
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irons to his fathers priſon;Neither ſhallhe goe alone; bis atrendance ſhall 2dde ro 
his miſery; His mother, his wives, his >> 0 peeres, his craftſmen, his warri» 
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(ontemplations 


ours accompany him, manicled, and chained, to their perperuall bondage. | 
Now.according to 1ſaishs word, it would have been great preferment for the 
fruit of Hezekiahs laynesto be Pages in the Court of Babyloy, 


the brother of /choiakim,whom Nebuchaape77ar (changing his name 
ſets up in that forlorne,and tributary throne; There might he haye lived(thouph a9 
underling)yet peaceable; This man (to make up the meaſure of Gods juſt judge. 
ments)as he was ever a rebell to God,fo proves rebellious ro his Soveraigne maſter 
the Kingof Babylon : The Prophet /ercmriehath forewarned him in vaine; noth 
could teach this man,bur ſmart. SL 

Whocan look for other than fury from Nebuchadnezzar,againſt Teruſalew, which 
now had affronted him with three ſeverall ſucceſſions of revolrs,and conſpiracies 4- 
gainſt his government;andthrice abuſed his bounty,and indulgence? Witha migh- 
ty army doth he therefore come up againſt his ſedirious deputy;and beſieges tersſa- 
lem and blocks it up with forts round abour. After two yeers fiege,the Caldees with. 
out and the famine within, have prevailed; King Zedekiah and his ſoldiers are fled 4. 
way by night ,as thinking themſelves happy,if they might abandon their walls, and 
fave their lives. h 

The Chaldees (as caring more for the birds, than for the neſt) purſue them, ando- 
vertake Zedekiah,forſaken ofall his forces,inthe plaine of /ericho, and bring him to 


when rhey had ſeen him childleſſe)are pur out : His eyes are onely lent him ſo-long, 
as ro torment him with rhe ſight of his owne utmoſt diſcomfort; Had his ſons but 
over-lived his eyes, the griefe had been fo much the leſfe, as the apprehenſion of it 
had been lefſe lively,and piercing; Now, this wofull ebje& ſhall that up his fight, 
that even when his bodily eyes are gone,yer the eyes of his minde might ever ſee 
whar he laſt ſaw; That thus his ſons might be ever dyingbefore him, and himſelfin 
their deathever.miſerable. * CANIEDE 

Who doth notnow wiſh that the blood of Hezekiah and 1ofiab conld have been 
ſevered from thefe impuredregs of theirlewd iffue ? no man could pity the offen- 
ders,were it not for the mixture ofthe nrereft of fo holy progenitors. 

No more forrow can come-inat the windowesof Zedekiab, mare ſhall come inat 


| his doores; his eare ſhall receive what more to rue for his Jeraſalem,Nebazaradanthe 
| great Marthall of the King of Babylon comes up againſt that 


at V2 | deplored City, and 
breakes-downe the walls of it,reund abaut,and burnes the Temple of the Lord,and 


the Kings houſe, and every faire Pallace of 7erefalem,with fire; drives away the re- 
 mainder of her inhabieants,into Caprivity,caries away the laſt fpoyles of the glori- 
ons Temple, Oh 7eruſalem, Teruſalem, the wonder of all rimes, the paragon of nati- 
ons,the glory of the earth, the favourite of heaven;how art thon now become heaps 


no lefſe deep haſtthou now pledged that bicrer cup af Gods vengeance, tothy fifter 
, Samaria; How carefully had thy God forewarned thee > 'Fhough }/7ee/play the har- 


lot,yer.let not [ndah fin : Loe now,as thie-iniquities;fo thy judgements have over- 
taken her : Both ly together in-cheduſt,both are made acurſe ro all-poſteriries : O 
God, what place ſhall thy juſtice ſpare,if 7eraſalem have:perifhed 2: If that delight of 


thine were cur off for her wickedneſſe,, Lerus notbe high minded bur feare. 
What pity 'it was to ſeethoſe goodhCedars of the' Temple flami 


is ” 
_ 


One onely branch yetremaines of the unhappy ſtock of holy 19fah, Matti: 4h 
to Zedekiah) 


up bigher 
than they ſtood in Leh«oz ? to ſee thoſe cnrious ene han Tr 
of the pick-axe, or hammer, in the laying, wounded wich mattocks, and wounding 
the earth in their fall? ro ſee the holy of halies, whereinto none might enter. but 
the high-prieſt, once a yeare, ithronged with: Pagans; the vailes: rent, the facred 
| Phan nd On the Tables over-rurned, the 'Altars broken 
| dewne, tNe Pillars demoliſhed, the pavements digged tip, yea the: very ground; 
þ where that famous pile-ſtaed, fine Oo ety ers arr have: no 
as... ET | LG viſible !__' 


Ing | 


Nebuchadnez.zar King of Babylon. Whatcan ſounthankfull and perfidious a vaſfall 
| expect,bur the worſt of revenge? The ſentence is fearefull : Firſt,the ſons of Zede- 
 kiah are ſlaine before his eyes; then thoſe eyes of his (as if they had ſcenecnouph, © 


| 


of aſhes,hills of rubbiſh,a ſpeQacle of defolation,a monument of ruine 2 If later, yet 


—_— nn OE 
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LE1 B., XY. | 


Lins. XX, Joſiahs death, vc. EE. 7 
A {viſible houſe upon earth, than endure it defiled with Idolatries. 
Foure hundred thirty and fixe yeers had that Temple ſtood, and beau 
tified the earth, and honoured heaven, now it is turned into rude. 
heapes; There is no preſcription to bepleaded for the favour 
of the Almighty : Onely that Temple, not made with 
hands, is eternall in the heavens. Thither he gra- 
ciouſly bring us, that hath ordain'd us thi- 
ther, for the ſake of that glorious 
high-Prieſt, that hath once 
for all entred into that 
holy of holies, 
F CAMen. 


aa 
+ - * 
thi o NS —_ _ 4 0 — .. 
is 7 4 
- J 
$4. . He 4 ; --2F. 
ON ET eek © = rn ane a - _ 
= - *s Md V 
, : : 4 "het id 
gl , 6$ "_ yd þ <p, A 
_ . « 4 , - PA”. — Ho * 
<a Cn i. £62 - +2000 2 % "= ” 
P > Ms. . x as. & 
b d 
"> ' 


— 


? 


ol SIC 2 


PRP—ICS FY mw — th — »" ) 
: . 
4 4 
#1 1 
E it 
2 
$4 i 
Av 
Fl ' 
p $3" þ 
$48 4 
T. 1 
£ ' 
F 
; \ 
PT; 
| \ 
* "Ww) OE AO OI LS SEL p We wa — = as —— — 4 | 
EERIG . _ : 
| f 
| | | L 4g 
\Þ 37 
; "Y 'T: : 
| RN ) 1 Tt 
I) \-/ 
B 
J v vs. 
| 4 ' £ LU 
_. 
' AR : 
| ij FD 
144 T8. 
| 4 


CE CHO ny ta: 
WT” -- \ 8 x Y 
hm A__— 


- : 4x" ” boy - - 44 _ Ye —_ - X . - ; Ss £& jo Ps — > 
- - - %S - — : Fo = - Y ty? ” _ << p —_— L IJ 2 q 4 _ : py b - & 6 _ 
= . Sw; EXY C Fon C a w 4 p. of - . Wo - l ” - - : G 4 : . _ - . - of -; - u —__— - ar. "At ”; _ $.- - . P Tone a 5 " - _— 40S < = 
Re ea <= 3 - Bc - — = : 2 We ; _ : : : Ep EL I >>, on rt nn mon er tn Or Rs w ry Van > tags a - the — Oe ee” "7 = « 
4 4: 6 net & tn. E : ? , Zo x "An : Y -- —_—_ PPT. — — - A mn wv cs . . - , " . —_ by wer AY 6 2 : : = Ke » q , X : _ . Ws F 


- - - i: Y — —_ 5b - — : = > ” - , ” * A p = ei 6 & p 5 LI, of os won ns - 4 WB” a, - we A _—_ = GENESIS : + 
T —————_— >> ; IT II on F = — _—_ ——_———_— - "I: -_ I i” 2 ' RE St” ra EY EE od eb Ben en oY $4 — ——— 2H  ICOn : - RIES 23s IX TILES > EPL 7 p NR <oe re, "08 : — = CSI oe 
. = Be _ —_ * K - y lh 4 n . - _ —__ - _ 7 '* Pd 4 ba mi 4 f a © . _ y—_ p - -—— IN 4 ww. _- : \ ; 
_ — -% 6 as "4 EE Wu. 7 * * , þ I »- -. \ TINY M 7 23 a So. - hs ay __ ” 6 A » 4 J T F 1 ” - Fo b G . b wt . —=> <A - : - ot . > . » - - 
Y —_— = = —_ ” a A n oy ” 


-_ 


. AER 
= olblin.- — — — 4 


5 A ——— ——— 
Xx 


—— . ——_ ren ne Og og its. x a. 


— 4 > ” R _ 
4 _ has ” > os "_ "7 CUES ” _ ry - , —_—— . _ w <> — 
war, *® By —— rare FI «4 & 4 - et Ye ey nod OR; ®) — Err oy ot rs gy nan rr Pr * . —_ oo Fa >< - Ho $. 
—— >... ps Ws tine: = pine. > Þ, 


——— RI ” _ gan nd LE , OMe Fg * X M DD oy A IO ING SE LL 44 
” Cane wt an So BY ox. _ 5 


o- + ,, Gora rv #55 <> me 
w_ Ay» 
SPIE ci yY 


= 


a Rs ws _ _ —_ | k 
| | ( | | | 4 | 
| x 
mY Wk 
| : WR 
Contemplarions. {h 
k 
THE 
ST BOOKE 
I 
TE ep 
{Zerubbabel aud Ezra. 
| Nehemiah building the walls of Feruſalem. 
Nehemiah redreſcing the extortion of the Fewes. 
|  TAhaſuerusfesſting; Vaſhti caſtoff:Eſter choſen. 
Containing: Haman diſreſpefted by Mordecai ; Mordecates 
meſſage to Eſter. | 
Eſter ſuing to Ahaſuerus, 
T7 | |Mordecai honoured by Haman. 
|Haman hanged; Mordecai advanced. 
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HE firſt tranſportation into' Babylon, under Tehoiakims ,, 
(wherein Daniel, Exekiel, and many other of the beſt 
| note, were driven. into captivity ; ) was (ſome eleven 
(SN yeers after) followed with a ſecond, under Zedekiah; | 
2 whereinthe remnant of the now ruined teruſalem, and 

<a 1-deb, were ſwept away. Seventy yeers was the period 
of their longeſt ſervitude: whiles Baby/ox was a Queen, 
Indah was her vaſlall : when that proud Tyranneſle fell, 
Gods people began to rife apaine: The Babylonian Mo- 
parchy was no fooner ſwallowed up of the Perſian, than 


For Cyr #5 conquering Bakylon,and finding the Jewsgroaning under thar captivi- 


rubbabel,back to their almoſt-forgotten country. f 

The world ſtands upon viciflitndes: Every nation hath her turne, and muſt make 
up her meaſure : Threeſcore and cen yeers agoe,it was the courſe of 74dah, the ini- 
quity of that rebellious people was full. Some hundred and thirty yeers before that, | 


Babylon,even that wherewith [udah was beaten : and thoſe Perſians which are now | 
vicorious,muſt have theirterme alſo. Ic is in vaine forany earthly ſtate to promiſe 


to itſelfe an immurable condition. Ar laſt,the rod that ſcourged Gods children, 13 
caſt into the fire : Thou haſt remembred,0 Loyd, the children of F dom in the day of 1eru- 
ſalem how they ſaid, Downe with it downe withit geven tothe ground: O danghter of B4- 


Cyras that hath wrought this revenge, this reſcue. 

Doubtrleſſe,it did nota little move Cyrus to this favour, that he found himſelfe 
honorably forenamed in theſe Jewiſh prophecies, and fore-appointed to this glori- 
ous ſervice,nolefle than an hundred and ſeventy yeers, before he was : Who would 
not be glad ro make good ſonoble andhappy a deſtiny? O God, if wee heare that 
thon haſt ordained us to life, how gladly,how carefully ſhoald wee worke out our 


. 
, 


Cu 


ty,ſtraight releaſes them,and ſends them,under the'Condudt of their Capraine Ze- | 


+4 
n 
b 
4 


| wasthe turne of s amaria,and her Iſraclites : Now the ſtafle is conſe tothe doores of | 


| 


the Jews felt the comfort of hberty. | 


bylon waſtedwith miſery, how happy is he that rewardeth thee as rhou haſt ſerved them : It 1s 


ſalvation ?.if to good workes, how ſhould we abound? = PTE EF 
In the firſt yeer of his Monarchy, doth Cyr Ks both make proclamat! ns, and 
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(ontemplations. L1is.XX1I, 
publiſh them in writing thorow all his Kingdome; wherein hee both profeſſerh his | A 
zealous reſolutions, and defires,to build up Gods houſe in Jeruſalem, and injoynes, 
and incourages all the Jewes,thorow hisdominions,to addreſlc 'themſelves to that | 
facred worke ; and incites all his ſabje&s to azde them with ſilver, and gold, and 
goods,and beaſts, How gracious was the command of that, whereof the yery al- 
lowance was a favour ? _- EAT 93S 
Was it Cyr that did this ? was 1t not thou,O God,in whoſe hands are the hearts 
of Kings, that ſtirred(t up the ſpiricof that Perſian; as if hee had beene more than a 
ſon of thy Church,a father? How eaſie1s it for thee tomake very Pagans protectors. 
rothy Church; enemies, benefaCtors ? EG 
Not with an empry grace doth this great King diſmifle the 7ewes, but with a roy-. 
allbounty; . He brings forth the wveſſells 4 the houſe of the Lord, which Nebachadne Jar | 
had brought forth out of lerufalem, and had put them in the houſe of his gods ;, and cauſes 
them to be nnmbred by his Treaſurer tothe hands of Sheſhbaz:zar the Prince of Indah, for | 
the uſe of the Temple; no fewer than firvithouſand and foure bundred weſſels of gold aud | 
lover. t TS L334 
s Certainely,this great Monarch wanted not wit tothink; It js a rich booty thatI 
finde in the Temples of Babylon; by the law of conqueſt jt is mine;having vanquiſht | 
| their gods,I may well challenge their fpoile; how ſeaſonably doth it now fall into | 
my hands,upon this victory,to reward my ſoldiers,to ſettle my new Empire : what | 
if chis treaſure came from leraſalew ? the propriety is now altered; the yery place 
(according to the conceit ofthe 7ewes)hath profanedit; Thetrue God,[ have heard, 
is Curious;neither willabide thoſe veſſels, whichhaye been polluted with idolatrous | ( 
ſes : It ſhall be enough if I loofe the bonds of this miſerable people : IF I give li- } | 
herty,let the next give wealth: they will chink themſelyes happy in bare walls, in | 
their native earth : To what purpoſe ſhould I pamper their penury with a ſudden | 
ſtore ? But the Princely heart of Cyr would admit of no ſuch bafe facritegions | 
| thoughts; Thoſe veſſels that he findes ſtampt with Gods marke, hee will returneto | 
rheir owner; neither his owne occafiens,nor their abuſe ſhall be any colour of their | 
| derention. O Cyr«s,how many cloſe-handed,gripple-minded Chriſtians ſhall once | 
| hechoked in judgement with the example of thy juſt munificence?thou reſtoredſt | 
| that which we purloine : woe beto thoſe houſes thatare ſtored with the fpoiles of | 
Gods Temple : woe be to thoſe fingers that are tainted with holy treaſures. | 
Kings can hardly doe good alone. their lawes are not more followed, than their : 
examples : No ſooner doe the chiefe of the fathers of indah and Benjamin, and the 
Prieſts,and Levites ſet their faces towards leruſalem for the building of the Temple, 
then the l:berall hands of their Pagan neighbours furniſh them with gold,and ſilver, | 
and precious things. Every Perſtan isglad tobe at the charge of laying a ſtone, in | 
Gods houſe. The fame God that had given them theſe merals, our of his coffers of 
| the earth,gives it out of their coffers to his Temple. He that took away by the Chal. | 
aces,gives by the Perſians: Where the Almighty intends a work,there cannotbeany 
want of meanes. : 
- Thus heartened, thus laded, doe the joyfull families of 1#dzh returne to their old 
. | home; How many thouſands of them were worne our,and loſt intharſeventy yeers 
ſervitude? How few of them yer ſurvived, that could know the place of their birth, 
Beſides ſervants] and habitation, or ſay, Here ſtood the Temple, here the Pallace ? Amongſt thoſe 
| 7337 | forty and two thouſand, three hundred and threeſcore ewes, that returned in this 
firſtexpedicion, there were,whom the confuſion of their long captivity had rob- | 
bed of their pedegree ; They knew themſelves ewes, but could not derive their 
line : theſe were yet admitted, without difficulty ; Burt thoſe of the Prieſtly tribe, 
whichconld net deduce their genealogic from the regiſter, are caſheired as un- 
cleane. Then, God would be ſerved in a blood, now in a due ſucceſſion : If wee 
could notfetch the line of our pedegree from Chriſt, and his Apoſtles,we were not 
fit for the Evangelical alrars. Their calling was by nature,ours by grace; The grace 
of inward abilities, ofourward ordination; if we cannot approve both theſe, we are | 
juſtly abandoned; now had the children of 1ſ7ae! taken downe their Harps = 
| MET the - 


"—_ —_— 


- - -— 
s . _— — —- rr > aa 
= _— 
- OS _ Als Ho —— my 
Fd 


hh 5 > 
Iu, py 
2 > % 
tm 


md. Re a yoo 
ES Ape draws 


ons "* . 
a v o = _ s 
pO 
> <—— . _ 
& % . — 
A 5 wh — Iz." 


"> 


oy. 


SEES ET ET CO 7 FF bs A : 
mn - om TE PO” rr rods, pad m9” wm 
FES® te + <m he. - <oeeraden, — —— —_—_—_— 
» = ow - * = 72" ys 
Pe LE 


— 
Ms 


4 FOWL -y —_", 
dd pigs *% » bag PIE 
bo voi Be ina _ Þ- - 


- r - * <0. . 
"S . * 
+ A. > Gp wee > w y Ho ie. - 
ory TT OE ERS wh GAIN cage — ——— 
__ = W3; - _ +32 w6' eat, B94 
6-272 00 ert 


: « 
{ 
an 
Pg as 
13H 
FEW 
s T, 
. 4 bs 
LY 
x 
3. £3; 
So Co 
$5482; 
8 / 
$7} 
+ 08 *4 
b +*' 
"Ts 
W +9 
x : 
| : 
i FF 
I 
- 4 i 
+ 41 
i C 
: ra ”. 
3 
iſ 
34 
i wy : 
I | 
> Q 
£ 
+4 
.. 
. [4 
, 
3578 
3H 
. af 
4 
. y 
V4 
+Mq 
p , 
ou ah, « 
*, | 
, L 
: _ F 
* ' x 
” 
x 
C * 
: i 
LE. 
FU 39; 
it! Ya: 
f 
b- ef 
- : - 
* : 
bx U 
4-2 
* x2 M0 
o U 
Ny - ”T 
 $#4Y 6 
ys 
I'S! : T2 
HT. 89-49 
24.2 Tt 1 
. « R "3 . 
4 * 
* . 
« , 
£:3Y £K 
= A . 
2448; 
bk $9 5'5 
f * { 1284 
"3s þ , 
FA at 
w - iTÞ » 
| ie IX | ; 
SI 1 
195 
R $. 261-5 F 
» © 14467 
, bs - £474 
1 KF; 
x» {4 s 
vp «F 
Þ; 4 +6&44. | 
d ” 
= A Yr . 
Fa 1 ; 
6 "* 
1 4 
EE 3f 
, 
TR. , 
254 E, 
[2 
(275 
: | £3 [; 
F " S* a 
” x 4 
C12 {1 
; j . 
ji857 
OE S6 4% 
* = \f 
5 wit to 
PERTH OD 
& 14.7 
$5 "f | 
- "I | þ +4 
P & £0 Ks 
8 Fa, + FE 
4 $6 : 
oh ”%* hs * 
< THIS TH =, 
Ar ILY 
= F 1 : 
' $5 is 
%s 31k 
F + £ 
T- 16.ES w. 
2 £1835 *Þ; 
s i; mY 
#&S 3 | 
” ig þ 4 
* © "IEF .- 
3%% 
i 4} 
; $5311 43 
6 Fa « io : 
9 [RH 13/ > 
A , -j 
INT 20g 
RT tj 
by F 25 
"I "2: 
RE iþ 
£ ©. £ 
> & . 
þ »* 
M0” 1 4 ; 5 
IE * bo, 
EF | 
C = 
"1 ” : Pi 
k, 8" 
4 z#+ 
i #05817: 
. is 1 + 
* > 3 
2 "8. Bt: 
1%” i :4 
# 
ts 
48" 
#; C9 $18 
4 
3 JT 
7: 28 27 
at 
Fo © it if 
Þ 4 3 
pF vil 
£5 : # &. 
4 
* $4 4 
Li *. 
Los : ap: * 
*R.7 '* 
; 1 : 
i8-i £2 
: K 
F:3-Þ 
4 o ad 
6 , 
0 
lb +. 
4 8 
4 
: 
C : 
4 *. 
AY | 
i 
x: 
b; 
- 


0 C3AIADS III cs. ESO RE 
oy I LS. 1 0 


es —_— @— 
— 
— —_ w 


VW_ F —_ — Ld 


[En.XXI. ZerabbabelandEma; 


A 


| the Willowes which grew by the waters of Babylon, and could, unbidden, fing the 
true ſongs of their recovered Z:on : They are newly ſctled in their old manhons, 
when upon the firſt publike feaſt, in the Autumne immediatly following their re- 
curne,they flock up to 1er#ſa/em:their firſt care is their publike ſacrifice; That School 
of their Captivity, wherein they have been long trained, hath taught them to begin 
with God:A forced diſcontinuance,makes devotion more favory,more ſweetto re- 
ligions hearts; whereas in an open freedome,picty doth toooften languiſh. 
loſhua the Prieſt,and Zorobabel the Prince are firly joynedin the building of the 
Altar : neither of their hands may be out of that ſacred worke : no ſooner is that ſer 
upon the baſes,then it is imploycd tothe daily burnt-offerings : The Altar may not 
ſtay the leiſure of the Temple; Gods Church may not want her oblations; Hee can 


ments of God. 


How feelingly doe theſe/ewes keepe their feaſt of Tabernacles, whiles their ſo- 
journing in Babylon was ſtillin their thoughts; whiles as yer their Tents muſt ſupply 
their ruined houſes ? The firſt motions of zeale are commonly ſtrong ,and fer- 
vent; How carefully doe theſe Governours and Prieſts make preparation for Gods 
Temple? Carpenters and Maſons are hyred; Tyrian workmen are againe called for, 
and Lebanon is now anew {olicited for Cedar trees. The materials are ready; Every 
Iſraelite,with ſuch courage addreſſes himſelfe to this ſervice, as if his life lay in thoſe 
ſtones: And now,whilesthe foundationofthe Temple wasJaying, the Prieſtsſtand 
in their habits, with Trumpets,the Levites with Cymbals,interchanging their holy 
Muficke,and Melodiouſly ſinging praiſes to the God of Iſrae],whohad turned their 
captivity as the ſtreames in the South, and honoured their eyes and hands with the 
firſt ſtones of his houſe : The people ſeconds their ſongs with ſhouts ; the earth 
ſounds,and heavenrings with the joyfull acclamations of the multitude; It 15no ſmal 
comfort, in a good action,to have begun well; The entrance of any holy enterpriſe 
is commonly encountred with many difcouragements,which if we have once oyer- 
come,the paſlage is ſmooth. ; 

How would theſe men have ſhouted at the laying on of the laſt ſtone of the bat- 
tlements:;who are thus joyed with laying the firſt ſtones of the foundation? The end 
of any thing is bercer than the beginning : that hath certainty, this danger; this: la- 
bour;that reſt : litcle did theſe men think thar,for all this,few of them ſhould live ro 
ſee the roofe. 

What different affe&ions ſhall we ſee produced in men by the ſame occaſion? 
The yonger Jews ſhoutedar this ſight, the elder wepr: The yonger ſhouted co ſee a 
new foundation; The elder wept toremember the old : They who had ſeennobet- 


| ter, thought this goodly; They who had ſeene che former, thought this meane, 


and homely; more ſorrowing for what they hadloſt, than rejoycing in ſo unequall 
a reparation. 

As it may fall ont,it is ſome peeceof miſery to have been happier; every abate- 
ment of the degrees of our former height laies ſiege ro our thankfulneſſe, for lefſer 
mercies. Sometimes,it proves an advantage to haveknowne no better ; hee ſhall 
more comfortably enjoy preſent benefits, who takes them as they are, without any 


| other compariſons, than of the weakneſle of his owne deſervings. It is nothing to 


| me what my ſelfe or others havebeen,ſoI be now well : Neither 1s it otherwiſe in 


particular Churches,if one be more gloriouſly built than another, yet if the founda- 
tion be rightly laid in both; one may not inſult, the other may not repine : Each 
muſt congratulate the truth ro other,cach muſt thankfully injoy it ſelfe. 


z 


The noiſe was not more loud,than confuſed; here was a diſcordant mixture of la- 
mentation,and ſhouting;it was hard to ſay wherher drowned the other. 


This afſembly.of Jews wasa true image of Gods Church on earth;one{ings,ano- | 


ther cryes; never doth italleither laughormourn at once. It ſhall be inourtriumph 


— 
_—_— — — 


har all teares ſhall be wip't from our eyes; till hen, our paſſions muſt be mixed, 2c- 


cording to the occaſions. Lee eee nd 
The Jews are bufie at worke, not more full of joy, than hopes; and now _ 
1 


PV : + 


be none of the ſonnes of [ſrael, that doth not every day renue his acknowledge- | 
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| the walls begin to over-looke the carth; their thoughts ſeeme to over-looke the 
walls. Bur what great enterpriſe was ever {ec on foot for God, which found nor 
ſome croſies ? | | | ; 

There was a mungrell broode of S$4marit-4{ſyrians,which ever ſince the dayesof 
Senacherib dweitin the land of Iſrael; whoſe Reltgion was a patched coare of ſeve. 
rall ſhreds; ſome lictle part Jewiſh,the reſt Pagan,not without much variety of ido. 
latry. Theſe hollow neighbours profer their aſſiſtance to thechildren of the capti- | 
vity; Let us build with you, for we ſeeke your God, as ye ave: and doe ſacrifice to bins Might 
men be their owne judges,there wonld beno herefie in the world, no miſ-worſhip, 
It is true; theſe mendid ſacrifice to the true God; The lyons taught them to ſecke, 
and the I{raclitiſh Prieſt taught them to finde the faſhions of the God of the land; 
Some of theſe Jews knew their devotion of old; They ſerved Ifraels God; but with 
their own:As good no God as too many.In a juſt indignation therefore doe theſe 
Jewiſh governours repell the partnerſhip of ſuch helpers : Tox have nothing to dowith 
1s,to build an houſe to our God; bat we our ſelre5 together will build unto the Lora Godof 1 
reel. The hand of an idolateris contagious. Yer,had ir been ro the Euilding of fome 
fortreſſe, or common-hall, perhaps theiraide had not been refuſed , but when the 
walls of Gods honle are to be raiſed,this ſociety had been prcular. 

Thoſe that may not be allowed to help the worke,will atke no leave to hinderit: 
their malicious ſuggeſtions weaken the hands of the people of Judah, and ſtirre up 
authority to ſupprefle them. | : 

Cyrus was far off, neither lived he long after that gracious commiſſion ; and be- 

fides was ſo taken up the while with his wars, that he could not have leiſure to ſift 
thoſe querulous accuſations. Now therefore,during rhe laſt yeers of Cyr 44, and the 
raigne of his fon Cawbyſes,and the long government of D aris H:ffaſpides, and of his 
ſon Xerxes,or Ahaſueras and laſtly of his ſon Ar8axerxes;untill the dayes of Darizs 
Nothin, (which was no leffe than five ſucceſſions of Kings,befides Cyrw) do the walls | 
of the Temple ſtand ſtil},yea he waſte; fabje ro the wrongs of time, and wether : 
the fit matter of ſorrow to the 7ewes, inſultarion to the enemies , derifion to pa- 
ſengers. 
Whar a wide gap of time was here betwixtthe foundation of Gods Houfe, and | 
the bartlements? How largeatryall doth God now ſecondly take of the faith,of the 
patience of his people?How large a proofe dothhe give of his owne long-ſuffering | 
Oh God, when thou had(t but one houſe upon earth, thou wert content to put. up 
 delayes,yea affronts in thebuilding of it; now thou haſt many, ir is normarvell if thy 
 DBgxaimity and juſtice,abide ſome of them to lie deſolate: They are not ſtones, or 
; mettals,or men that can make thee more glorious; thou beſt knoweſt when to ſerve 
thy (elfeofall theſe,when to honour theſe with thy ſervice. 

A ſmall matter hinders the worthieſt aftion:as a little fiſh (they ſay ) ftayes the 
greateſt ſhip : Before,the 7ews were diſcouraged with words,bur now they are ſtop-_ 
ped by commands. | | | 
| Theſe onvious Samaritans have corrupted the governours which the Perſian | 
Kings fet over thoſe parts; and from their hands have obcained letters of deepe Ca- | 

lumniation,to Ahaſnerzs the King; and after him,to his ſon Artaxerxes; wherein Ie- 
r#ſalew 1s charged with old rebellion to Kings; and for proofe, appellation is made 
to the records; from which evidence,is fpitefully inferred. that iftheſe wals be once 


builr,che King ſhall receive no tribute on this ſide the river. Never was Gods 
Church burſubje& toreproaches. 
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Princes have reaſon to be jealous of their rights. The records are ſearcht:It foon 
appeares that within one Century of yeers, /eruſalem had rebelled againft Nebu- 
chadnee.zar and held out two yeers fiege of that great Babyloniar, The ſandall of 
dilloyalty is perperuall : although indeed they held him rather a prevailing enemy, 
| than a lawfull Soveraign; One att diſparages either place,or perſon, to all poſteri- 

ties. Therefore ſhall the walls of Jeruſalem lie waſte,becauſeit hadonce been trea- 
_ |cherous; After anhundred yeers doth that City rue one perfidious af of Zedekiab. 
Fidelity to our goyernoars is ever both ſafe, and honourable. 
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Command is now ſent out from * L4rraxerxes, (even the fon of Quicene Z{ter?) | * Sur-named | 
toreſtraine the worke: All reſpects muſt ceaſe with Eatnall mindes, when theirhos | -25hms | 
nours and profitsare in queſtiofi. Rehwm the Chancellor ,-and Shimſbai the Scribe, | 
come now armed with authority : The ſword hath' eaſily prevailed againſt the 
rrowell. Still doe the Jewes finde themſelves as it were caprives athome, and in fj- | 
lence,and ſorrow,ceaſe from their labours, untill the dayes of the nexc lucceflour, 
Darius Nothas. ec ne its | 
As thoſe that had learned to foy after a bad crop; theſe ewes, upon the change 
ofthe Prince, by the incouragement of the Prophers of God,Hazg4/,and Zechariab, 
take new heartto buildagaine : If others-power hinder us in the work of God, our 
wall may not be guilty. I-25] | 
B | Their new governours come,as before, to expoſtulate; Who hath rommianded you 
0 build this houſe and t6 make up this wall? and what are your names > They wiſely and 
modeſtly plead rhe ſerviceof the God of heaven.the deeree of Cyrus; ſtill perſiſting 
to build, as if the prohibition of Artexerxeshad died with the author. The unvar. 
| rial Governours doe neither claw nor exaſperare; bur relatirig the humble and juſt 
anſwerof the ewes,move the King that ſearch inay be made in the rolles of Babylon, | 
wherher ſuch an Edi were made by Cyras;and require: hjs royall pleaſure, concet- | 
ning the validity of ſach a pretended decree. Dari ſearches, fitdes, ratifies, inlar- 
2am ir,not onely charging his officers not to hinder the work, but commanding to: | 
evy ſummes of his own Tribute, beyond theriver, for the expences of the building, | 
for the furniſhing of ſacrifices; threatning utter ruine tothe houſe of that man, and | 
C death to his perſon, who ſhould offer toimpeach this bounty :and ſburting up with | 
a zealous imprecarion; T he God of htaven that hath canſed bis Name to dwell there, de- | 
| |ftroy all Kings and people that ſhall pat to their hand i0 alttr, and 10 thſtroy this Houſe of 
God which is at leruſalem: I Darits have made 4 decree det it be done with peed: | 
Who would have lookt for ſuch. an Edidt frotn a Perfian 2 No Solomon, tio David | 
| could have ſaid more. LI WIOT | | 
The ruler of all hearts makes choice of his owne inſtraments, and when he plea- | 
ſeth, can glorific himſelfe by thoſe meanes, which are leaſt expe&ted : Thar fa- 
cred work which the huſband, and ſonneofan Eſther croſſed, ſhall bee happily ac- | 
compliſhed by a Dari: : Inthefixr yeerof his raigne, is the Temple of God fully 
finiſhed; and now the Dedication of ir, is celebrated, by a joyfull feaſt : An hun- | 
ry | dred bullocks, rwo hundred rams, foure hundred lambes, in a meer ar Pie J, | 
ſmoke npon theiraltars: And new the children of the captivity think thisday a ſafe. 
ficient payment for all their ſorrowes : We have reaſon to thinke it the faireſt day | 
that ever ſhone forth rous, wherein the ſpirituall building of Gods Houſe is raiſed 
up in our ſoultes. How ſhould we ſhout atthe laying of this foundation, and feaſt at 
the laying on of the roofe? What other,whart better ſacrifice can weoffer up to God 
irrthe ſenſe of our joy, than our ſelves 2? Let our hearts be at once, the Temple, the 
Altar,the Sacrifice; O God, be thou glorifiedin all theſe, who haſt graciouſly ho- 
noured all theſe with thy ſelfe. | | th 
Every holy feaſt is nowduely kept, the Prieſts know their diviftions, the Le- 
vites their courſes; and the whole ſervice of God is putinto aſerled order; But, as 
F | there can be no new beginnings without imperfe&ion nor long contintianice, wich-: | i 
outcorruption; reformation is no lefle neceſſary thangood inſticutions; Artaxtrxes | 4} 
* Mpemon hath learned of his father Darime to befriend Gods people; and ftrives: |.* The mindful, j; 
| | roinheric his beneficence: under his government, is Bera the Prieft and learned 
Scribe, fent with a large commiſſon from Babylenco Teruſalew, to enquire ifto the | 
wants.and redreſſe the diſorders of the 7ews; with full power not onely to cary with | | 
him all the voluntaries of his nation; and the treaſures conrributed in all the pro- l 
vince of Babylon 5 but to raife ſach ſammes, ont of theKingsrevenues, asſhowld be | 
found requiſite; and withall to ordaine Magiſtrates, and Judges, and t© crowne the | 
| Lawes with dae execution, whether to deathvor buniſhmenr, or confiſcation; atd' | 
lftly,with alarge exemprion of the Pricſts and Levices; atid all che inferionr-offi- | 
cersof the Temple, frotall-rolles, tributes,caſtores, Nothing pc 
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therfor dirc&ion, or incouragement. It is a figne of Gods great fayour to any na- 
tion, when the hearts of Soveraigne Goyernours are raiſed up, both to the | 
choice of worthy agents,and to the commanding of pious, and reſtorative ations. | 

Holy and carefull Z3r« gathers a new colony of [ewes,takes view of them at the 
river of .4b4va; and finding a mifle of the ſons of Lev: (without whom no com- 
pany,no plantation can be complear) ſends for their ſupply; And now fully furnj. 
thed,he proclaimes a faſt in the way. _ 
 Idoenotheare him ſay,The journey is long and dangerous; the people haye 
need of all their ftrength. I could well wiſh us all afflicted with a religious faſt were 
itnor that the abatement of the courage,and vigour of the mulritude may indanger 
our ſucceſſe; Bur without all theſe carnall conſultations, he begins withthis ſolemne 
at of humiliation; Itis berter to have God ſtrong in our weakneſle, than to haye 
fleſh and blood ſtrong in His neglect. - Ke 

Artaxerxes was 4 Patron of the Jewes,yera Pagan by profefſion;wiſe Exra was af- 
fraid ofquenching thoſe ſparkes of piety which he deſcried ini this ſemi-profelyre. 
Rather therefore than he will ſeeme to imply a diſtruſt in the providence of that 
God,in whoſe ſervice he wentby ſeeking aconvoy of ſoldiers from the King ; E3r4 
chooſes to put himſelfe upon the hazard of the way,and the immediate proreQtion 
of the Almighty. Any death were better than to heare C4 7taxerxes ſay, Is this the 
man that ſo confidently told me,The hand of our God ts _ all them for good that ſeeks 
him;but his power &hu wrath is againſt all the that forſake him?Doth he beleeye himſelf 
that he thus doubts ere he begin?Dare he not truſt his God with his own buſineſſes? 

The reſolutions of faithfull hearts are heroicall:No heathen man ſhall ſtumble at 
Ezraes feare:He canfinde more affurance in his faſt,than in a Perſian band : with a | 
couragious reliance upon the handofhis God he puts himſelfe into the journey;and 
findes nothing bur ſafety and ſucceſſe:The fidelity of the Almighty never diſappoin- 
red the confidence of his ſervants. Allchearmy of Artaxerxes could not have beene 
ſo ſtrong a guard ro the /ewes,as their invifible protection. 


ll 


In the ſpace of foure moneths is Ezra and his company happily arrivedat 7eruſ- | 
lem ; where he joyesto ſee the new Temple,and his old Colleagues: and now having 


delivered up the charge of his treaſure,by waight, in the chambers of the houſe of 
the Lord,he applyes himſelfe to his work,and deliversthe Kings Commiſſion tothe 
Lien-renants and Governours,for their utmoſt aſſiſtance. 

The Princes of 1#d4h doe not(for ought I heare)repine atthe large Patent gran- 
ted to this Prieſt,nor fay,What doth a man of this robe meddle with placing,or dil- 
placing Magiſtrate2with executions of judgements to death, bonds, baniſhment ? 
but rather as congratulating this power to ſacred hands,gladly preſentunto him all 
_ grievances. Truly religious hearts cannot grudge any honor.to their ſpirituall 
guides. 

This holy Commiſſioner is ſoon welcomed with a fad Bill of Complaint, from 
ſome good Pecres of 1ſ-ael, wherein they charge divers of the Prieſts,Levites,Pc0- 
ple,not to have ſeparated themſelyes from the idolatrous inhabitants of the lands, 
nor (therefore) from their abominations,even frem Canaazites,Hittites, Perizzites, 


and the reft of thoſe branded nations; that they have raken of their daughters for 


 themſelyes;an for their ſons : So that the holy ſeed have mingled themſelves wich 


thoſe forbiddenpeople; and, (which made the matter ſo much more hainous , {fe 

remediable) that the handof the Princes ;and Rulers, hath been chiefe in this rreſpaſſe- 
Oh hypocriticall 7ewes,did ye refuſe to ſuffer your Samaritan neighbours tojoyne 

with you in building a livelefſe houſe unro God,and doe ye now joyne affinity with 


pulling downe of the lively Houſe of God? 


griefe, what aſtoniſhment muſt this newes needs bring to a zealous heart? And;were 


could £77 chooſe but repent of his journey; and ſay; Am I come from Babylon to 


—_—— ww 
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 finde Paganiſme in Iudeb > Did I leaye Perſians, to meet with Cananites ? what foe 


_©?}S]Se ISO 


a more accurſed generation for the building of living houſes unto poſterity ? for the 
How could E7-« heare this with his clothes,his haire, his beard -hagos 2 What | 


it not that the conſcience of his ſincere reſpe& ro Gods glory relieved him, how 
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A; Lheereit Jeruſalem be removed? How much berrer were a cleare captivity than an 
idolatrous freedome? Wo is me,that having leſt many Jewiſh hearts in Babylon, I 
now am forced to find heathen blood in Jeruſalem. 

Asa man diſtrated with ſorrow, Ezra firs down upon the earth with his garments 
| rent, with the haire of his head, and beard plucktoff, wringing his hands,knocking 
| his breſt,nor moving from his place untill theeyening ſacrifice. Ir is hard robetoo 
much aftected with the publike ſinsof Gods people. Thoſe who find themſelves in 
B 


— — 


I 
* 


the ſhipof Gods Church, cannot burbe much troubled with every dangerous leake 
that 1t rakes : Common caſesare not more neglected by thecarelefle, than rakento 
heart by the wiſe and godly. | 

There,andrhus, Ezrafirs aſtonied untill the evening ſacrifice: others reſorted to 
him the while, even all that trembledar the words of the God of Iſrael;bur to help | 
on his ſorrow,not to relieve, neither doth any man wiſha mitigation of his own,or 
others griete. Arlaſt, he riſes up from his heavineſſe, and caſts himielfe upon his | 
knees,and ſpreads onr his hands unto the Lord his God:Wherefore was all that pen- 
fivenefle, faſting,filence,tearing of haire andclothes,but to ſerve asa meer preface ro 
his prayers?wherein he ſo freely powres out his hearc,as if ir had beene all diſſolved 
into devotion; profeſling his ſhame to lift up his face towards the Throne of God; 
confeſling the iniquiries of his people, which were increaſed over their heads, and 
growne up unto heaven,fetching their treſpaſſe farre, and charging them deep, fee-_ 
lingly acknowleging the juſthand that kad followed them, in all their judgments, 
and the juit confuſion wherein they now ſtand before the face of their God. 

Teares,and ſighes,and grovelings accompanied his prayers;the exampleandnoiſe 
whereof drew Iſrael into a participation of this publike mourning, For the people | 
wept very ſore : How can they chooſe but thinke,if he thus lament for us, how ſhould 
we grieve for our ſelyes? 

All Judah went away merrily with their ſin, till this checke of Zz74; now they 
are afflicted : Had not the hands of the Peeres been in this treſpaſle, the people had 
| | notbeen guilty; badnotthe cheekes of Ezra beene firſt drenched with teares, the 
| | people had nor been penitenr. It cannot be ſpoken, what power there is in a greac | 

example,wherher to evill or good. | 

Prayers andtcares are nothing without indeavours. Shecaniah, the ſon of 1ehiel 
puts the firſt life into this bufineſſe. Having ſeconded the complaint of Ezra,he now | 
)| addes,Tet there is hope in Iſrael ann: this thing. Now therfore let us make a covenant 

withour God to put away all the wives, and ſuch as are borne of them. Ariſe,for this matter 
| belowgeth tothee, we alſo will be with thee, Be of good courage, and do it. 

When milſchiefe is once done, the chiefe care is how toredrefſe it. The beſt way 
of redreſſe is the deliberate nndoing of that which we have raſhly commitred; The 
ſureſt obligation to the undoing of an evill a&, is an oath or covenant made with 
God for the performance. | He 

There isno man fo wiſe, but he may make uſe of good counſel]; thereis no man j 
ſo forward,but he may abide incitation. It is no ſmall incouragetnent to ſee an hear- | 
tie aſſiſtance in an envious and difficult ſervice. Then «roſe E274, and made the chiefe 
Priefts,the Levites,and all Iſrael to ſweare that they ſhould doe according to this word, 

F Tt is halfe done that is thus afſured. There was need of a ſtrong power to diflolye 
a matrimoniall, though inordinate love : Doubtlefſe, theſe men had marriedour of 

affeion;their hearts were noleſſe ſer upon theſe wives (though heatheniſh)rhen if | 
they had been of their own Tribes;neither were their children, thus begorren,lefſe | 
deate unto them, ther if they had 1aine in Jewiſh wombs:Nothing lefſe than an oath | 
of God therefore could quit theſe paſſions ; That.is bothrequired znd taken.  } 
Now begins E4ra to conceive ſome hop of preſent redrefle;the comfort where- | 
of, yer, cannot rurne off his ſorrow for the offence paſſed ; He neither eares bread, 

nor drinks water;willingly puniſhing himſelfe, becauſe Iſrael had fined: Now (hall 
his Countrey-men eabily read in his face their owne penance, and juſt humiliation; | 
and ſay, This man takes no joy in our ſafferings; the would not ſmart thus for ns.if 
he did notdeſcrie more danger towards us than we can apprehend. 
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Proclamation is made thorow Judah and Jeruſalem, under paine of forfe; ture © 
ſubſtance,and excommunication from Gods people;thar all the children of the Cabe 
tivity ſhouldgather themſelves together unto Jet ulalem.They aremer accordingly. 
The Courts of Gods Houle are thronged with penitents ; and now, as if the 
heaven would teach them what to do, the clouds raine downe abundance of texres 

What with thoſe ſad ſhowres,what with their inward remorſe,the People fit trem- 
bling in the open Courts ; and humbly wait for the reproofe, for the ſentence of 
Ezra, Heriſes up, and with a ſevere countenance, layes before them their ſin,their 

amends: The fin of their ſtrange wives;the amends of their confeſſion, of their ſepa- 

ration:not ſparing to ſearch their wound; not negleCting the meet plaiſter for theix 

cure. The people,as willing to be healed, yeeld themſelves patiently to thatrough 
hand,not ſhrinking at the paine,not favouring the ſore; As thou haſt ſaid, (o muſt we 
do; Only craving a fit proportionof time,anda due afliſtance for the diſpatchof ſo 
longand importanta worke. E374 gladly harkens to this, not ſo much requeſt, as 
counſell of Iſrael; The charge is divided to men, and dayes; For two months ſpace 
the commiſſioners ſit cloſe;and within that compaſſe,finzſh this buſineſle, not more 
thanklefſe then neceſſary: Doubtleſſe much variety of paſſion mer withthemin this 
buſie ſervice; Here you ſhou'd have ſcene an affe&ionate huſband bitterly weeping 
at the diſmiſſion of a loving wife,and drowning his laſt farewellin ſobs : there you 
might have ſeenea paſſionate wife, hanging upon the armes of her beloved huſband, 
and on her knees, conjuring him by his former yowes, and the deare pledges of 
their loves; and profering with many teares, to redeeme the lofle of her huſband 
with the change of her Religion : Here you might have ſeene, the kindred andpa- 
rents of the diſmiſſed, ſhutting up their denied ſuits with rage and threats. There, 


| theabandoned children kneeling to their ſeemingly-cruell father, beſeeching him 


nor to caſt off the fruit of his owne loynes;and expoſtulating,whart rhey have offen- 
ded in being his : Thereſfolved Ifraclites muſt be deafe, or blind ro theſe moving 
objects;and fo farre forget nature,as to pur off part of themſelves. Perſonall incon- 
yeniences have reaſon toyeeld to publike miſchiefes : Long intertainment makes 
that ſin hard to be ejeted;whole firſt motions might have beene repelled with caſe, 
Had nor the prohibition of theſe mariages beene expreſle, and rheir danger and 
miſchiefepalpable, the care of their ſeparation had nor bred ſo much tumultin It- 
racl. He that ordained matrimony, had upon fearefull curſes forbiddenan unequall 


. yoke with infidels. Beſides the marring of the Church by the mixture of an unholy 


ſeed, Religion ſuffered for the preſent, and all good hearts with it; Many tearcs, 
many ſacrificesneed to expiate ſo foule an offence,and to ſer Hrael ſtraight agaime. 
All chis while eventheſe meſline Jewes were yet forward to build the Temple; 


. The worſt ſinners may yeeld an outward conformiry toaCtions of piety: E474 harh 


done more ſervice in pulling down, than the Jewes in building;wirhout this a&t,the 
Temple might have ſtood, Religion muſt needs have falne.Babel had been tranſla- 
ted to Jerufalem; Jewes had turned Gentiles, Oh happy indeayours of devout and 
holy Ezra that hath ar once reſtored Judah roGod,and to it ſelfe. 


Nehemiah building the walls of Feruſalem. 
Hirteene yeares were now paſſed, fince Ezraes going up 10 eruſa- 
lem; when Nehemiah thereligious Courtier of Artaxer xes, ques 


Vers NN CArtaxerxes had been improved by him to the urmoſt; Diſorders 
"RENE were reformed, but the walls lay waſt ; The Teinple wasbuilt,Þu! 
FEE - the City was ruinous; and if ſome ſtreets were repaired, yet they 

00Cunguarded;open tothemercie ofan enemy,tothe infeſtation of ill neighÞoWr: 
hood; Great bodies muſt have flow motions ; As Jeruſalem, ſo the Church 
whole rype it was,muſt be finiſht by leaſure, 


_— 


fi 


N of the eſtate of his Country, and brethren of Judza : He might | 
2 wellfinde that holy ſcribe had not been idle : The commiſſion of 


| 


-- 


"LizxXERI. Nehemiah building, ec. 


A\ : 


| —— 


carefully inquire the preſent condition of Jeruſalem: It was no newes that the peo» | 
ple were aftlicted,and reproached,the walls broken downe, the gates burne with fire: | 


Nebemiah (ate warme in the Court at Shafhan,favoured by the grear King Artaz- 
erxes;nothing could be wanting to him, whether for pleaſure or ſtate; what needed | 
he to trouble his head with thoughts for Jeruſalem? what if thoſe remote walls lay | 
on heaps whiles himſelfe dwelt faire? what if his far-diſtant country-men be deſpi- 
ſed, whiles himſelfeis honoured by the great Monarch of the world. 1b 2:60 

It 1s not ſo caſte for graciousdiſpolitiss to turne off the publik calamities of Gods | 
Church:neither can they do other than leeſe theirprivate felicities in the common | 
diſtreſſes of the univerſall body. 7f 7 forget thee, O Teruſalem, let my right hand foroet | 
her cunning: If 1 ds not remember thee,let my tongue eltave to the roofe of my mouth, © 


Many Jewes went up from Babylon, and Shuſhan,to Jeruſa!em,feweyer returned | 
voluntarily from their native hometo the region of their captivity: Some occaſion | 


drew Hanan; with certaine othersof Judah,to this voyage.Ofthem doth Nehemiah 


Even fince the furious valtation of Nebuzaradan, that City knew not better termes : 
ſeldome when doth the ſpirituall [erufalemfare otherwiſe in refpet of outward e- 
ſtate? Externall glory and magnificenee is an unſure note of the Church. 

Well had Nehemiah hopedthat the gracious Edid,and beneficence of Dariws.and 
the ſucceſſive patronage of his Lord Artaxerxes had by the continuance of twenty 


yeares fayour adyanced the ſtrength and glory of Jeruſalem; bur now, finding the | 
| holy City tolie ſtill in the duſt of her confuſion,neglected of God,deſpiſed of men, | 
| he fits downe and weeps,and mournes, and faſts, and prayes tothe God of heaven. | 


How many ſaw thoſe ruines, and were little affe&ed? he hearesof them afar off, and 
is thus paſhonate? How many were upon this fight affe&ted witha fruitlefſe ſorrow, 
his mourning 15Jjoyned with the indevours of redrefſe. In vaine is that griefe which 
hath no other end than it ſelfe. | 

Nehemiah is reſolved to kneele to the King his maſter, for the repaire of his Jeru- 
ſalem;he dares not atrempt the ſuit cill he have begin with God; This good Courtier 
knew well chat the hearts of theſe earthly Kings are1in theover-ruling hand of the 
King of heaven to incline whither he pleaſeth : Our prayers are the onely true 
meanesto make way for our ſacceſſe'; Ifin all our occaſions wedo not begin with 
the firſt mover, the courſe is prepsſterous and commonly ſpeeds thereafter. 


Whodares cenſure the piety of Couriers, when he finds Nehemiah ſtanding be- | 


fore Artexerxes?Even the Perſian Pallace 1s not ancapable of a Saint : No man that 


waites-on the Atcar at Jeruſalem can compare forzeale, with him, that waits on the | 


cup of a Pagan Monarch:The merciesofGod are unlimited to places,to callings. 


Thus armed with devotions,doth Xehewiab put himſelfe into the preſence of his | 
maſter Artaxerxes. His face was overclouded with a deepe fadnefſe,neirher was he | 


willing to cleare it. - The King eafily notes the diſparity of the countenance of the 


bearer, and the wine that he beares :and in a gracious familiarity aſkes the reaſon of | 


ſach mwonted change; How well it becomes the great to ſtoop untoa curreous af- 
fability,andro exchange words of reſpe&,cven with their humble vaſſals. 
Nckenlah had not beene ſo long in rhe Court but he knew that Princes like no 


” . 


— 


| 


| 


—_ —_— 


i 


other than cheerefull attendants; neither was he wont ro bring any other face into 
that preſence,then ſmooth,and ſmiling, | WE 
Greatneſſe nſes to be ful of ſaſpirion,and where it ſees a dejettion,and ſowreneſle 


| of thebrowes, isready to apprehend ſome ſullen thoughts of diſconrentmenr, or, 
| at the leaſt, conſtrues it for a diſreſpe& to that Soveraignty, whoſe beames ſhould 


be of power todiſperſe all our inward miſts : Even good manners forbid a man to 
preſſe into the preſence of a Prince , except he'can either lay by theſe unpleaſing 


| paſſiofs;or hide them': Sohad Nehemiah hitherto dotie : Now,he purpoſely fvffers 


» 


| his ſorrowe to lookethrough his eyes-,. that it may worke both inquiry, antcorn- 
| paſſion from his maſter;neither doth he faile of his hopes in either; Why  1hj coun- 
| tepaHit ſad, ſeeing thow art hor ſick? How ſenſible do we think the father of mercies 15 
| ofall our penſive thoughts, whenan heathen maſter is0 terder of a ſervants ofiefe? 


How ready ſhoukd'our. tongues be to lay open our cares tothe God of all corfofr, 
356 ARS OE PR © 1:17 when 
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Contemplation. © - 


eare ? 

Let the King live for ever : Why ſhould wot my countenance be ſad, when the City the 
place of my fathers ſepulchers lieth waſte, and the gates thereof burnt with fire. Not with- 
out an humble preface doth Nehemiah lay forth his grievance;Complaints haye eyer 
an unpleaſing har(hneſſe in them, which muſt be taken off by ſome diſcreet inſinua- 
tion : alchough it conld not bur ſound well in the generous eare of Arraxerxes, thar 
his ſervant was ſocarefull for the honour of his Ceuncry. As nature hath madeys 
all membersof a community and hath given us common intereſts, ſo, it is moſt 
pleaſing to us,to ſeetheſe publike cares divide us from our owne. 

The King eaſily deſcries a ſecrer ſupplication wrapt up in this moanefull anſiver, 
whichthe modeſt ſaiter was afraid to diſcloſe, and therefore he helps that baſhful] 
motion into the light; For what doeft thou make reque##? It 1sthe praiſe of bounty to 
draw on the juſt petitions of fearefull ſuppliants. 

Nehemiah dares not open his mourh to the King,till his heart hathopened ir ſelfe 
by a ſudden ejaculation to his God z No buſfines can be ſo haſty, but our prayer may 
prevent it;the wings whereofare ſo nimble,that it can flie up to heaven, and ſolicit 
God,and bring downe an anſwer, before eyer our words need to come forth of our 
lips.In vaine ſhall we hope that any deſigne of ours can proſper,if we haye not firft 
ſent this meſſengeron our errand. 

After this ſilent and inſenſible preparation, Nehemiah moves his fuit to the King, 
yet not at once, but by meet degrees; firſt he craves leave for his journey, and for 
building: then he craves aid for both:Both are granted; Nehemiah departs furniſhed 
with letters to the governours,for a convoy; with letters to the Keeper of the Kirigs 

forreſt for timber. Not more full of deſire than hope. FOX 

Whoever puthis hand to any great worke for the behoofe of Gods Church, 
without oppoſition? As the walls of the Temple found buſie enemies, ſo ſhall rhe 
walls of the City ; and theſe ſo much more, as they promiſe more ſecurity and 
ſtrength ro Jeruſalem: Sanballat the Deputie-Lientenant of the Moabites, and 
Tobiah the like officer to the Ammonites, and Gefhem to the Arabians, are galled 
with envy atthe arrivall of a man authorized to ſeeke the well-fare ofthe children 
of Iſrael : There cannot be agreater yexation to wicked hearts,than to ſee the ſpiri- 


tuall Jeruſalem in any likelihood of proſperity. Evill ſpirits and men need no other 
torment,than their owne deſpight. 11 


' This wiſe Courtier hath learnt that ſecrecie is the ſareſt way of any important 
diſpatch. His errandcould not bur be knowne to the governours; their fartherance 


was injoyned for the proviſion of materialls ; elſe the walls of Jeruſalem had over- | 


lookr the firſt notice of their heathen neighbours. Without any noiſe doth Nebe- 
miah ariſe in the deadof night, and taking ſome few into his company, none into 


his counſaile,he ſecretly rounds the decaied walls of Jerufalem,and viewesthe brea- | 


ches,and obſerves the gates;and returnes home in filence,joyingin himlſelfe to fore- 


ſee thoſe reparations, which none of the inhabitants did once dreame of : Ar laſt, 


when he had fully digeſted this great worke in his owne reſt, he cals the Rulers 
and Citizens together,and having condoled with them the common diſtreſſe, and 


reproach, he tells them of the hand of his God,which was good upon him;he ſhewes 


them the gracious commiſſion of theKing his maſter, forthargood worke. They 
anſwer him with a zealous incouragementof each qther , :Let wc riſe up and build. 
Such an hearty inyiration countenanced by authority harth'eafily ſtrengthened the 
hands of the multitnde ; with what obſeryance and deareneſſe doe they now 
looke upon their unexpeaed Patron?How doe they honour himas a man ſent from 
heaven, for the welfare of Jeruſalem? Every man flyesto his hodde,and trowell, and 
Pick toſecond ſo noble a leader, inlaying a ſtone in that wall of their common 
efence. | | | g | RX 

| Thoſe emulous neighbours of theirs, Sapballat ,Tobiab,Geſhem,the chiefe comman- 
ders of Moab, Ammon, Arabia, have ſoone eſpiedrhe firſt morter, thar is laid upon 
that old foundation. Envie is uſually more quick-fighted than loye : Aol pore (297 

Io , corn- 
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| when we ſee Nehemiah ſo quickein the expreſſions of his ſorrowe to an uncertaine 
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gainſt Jeruſalem,8 whiles the morter is yer green, to demoliſh thoſe envied heaps. 


(cornfully apply themſelves to theſe deſpiſed:;Jewes,and think to ſcoffe them out of | 
their worke : The favourableſt perſecution of any good cauſe is the laſh of lewd | 
rongues; whether by bitter taunts or by ſcurrilous inveAives:web it is as impoſlible 
co avoid,asneceffary to contemne. The barking of theſe dogs do not hinder Nehe- 
miah from walking on his way ; profeſling his confidence in the God of heaven, 
whoſe worke that was, he ſhakes offtheir impotent malice, and goes on chearefully 
to build: Every Iſraelite knowes his ſtation. Eliaſh1b the high Prieſt, and the reſt of 
that ſacred tribe put the firſt hand to this worke; they build the ſheep-gate,and ſan- 
ctifie ir;and in it,all the reſt. As the firſt fruits of the field, ſo the firſt ſtones of the 
wal.are hallowed to God,by the conſecration of thoſe deyour agents: Thar buſineſſe 
15]11ke to proſper,which begins with God. 

No man was idte,nopart was intermitred; All Jeruſalem was at once encompaſ:- 
ſed with buſte labourers. Tr cannot be but the joynt-indeayours of fairhfull hearts 
muſt raiſe the walls of the Church. 

Now Sanballat, and his brethren, find ſome matter to ſpend their ſcoffes upon; 
What ds th:ſe feeble lewerwillthey fortific themſelveNwill they [acrificwill they make an 
end in « day?will they revive the ſlones out of the heapes of rubbiſhwhich areburnt, 

How baſely do carnall minds think of che projects, and ations of Gods children; 
therefore vilifying them, becauſe they meaſure them by no other line, than out- 
ward probability.Oh fooliſh Moabites, this worke is Gods,and therefore indeſpight 
of all your tongues and hands,it ſhal proſper:He heares you whom ye have balſphe- 
med,and ſhall rurne your reproach upon your owne heads. | 

And thou proud Ammonite,that couldſt ſay,!f a Fox go upon their ſlone-wall he ſha 


breake it down, ſhalt well find, that all the wolviſhtroopes of your confederares ſhall | 


not be able to remove one ſtone ofthis ſure fortification; Whiles Moab and Ammon 
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repine and bluſter in vaine, this wall ſhall riſe;and when Meab and Ammos (ball lie in 
the duſt, this wall ſhall ſtand. The morter that hath beene tempered with ſo many 
prayers cannot bur out-laſt all the flinrs,and marbles of hamane confidence. 

Now the growth of this wall hath turnedthe mirth of the adverſaries into rage: 
Theſe Moibirces, Ammonites,Arabians, Aſhdadites conſpire all together, to fight a- 


What hath this Citie offended in deſiring to be defenced > what wrong could it 
be to wiſh a freedome from wrongs? Were rhispeople ſo mighty,that there could be 
danger in over-powreing their neighbours, or inrefiſting a common Soveraigne, 
there might have appeared ſome colonr for this hoſtile oppoſition; bur, alas; what 
could a deſpiſed handfall do to the prejudice of cither?Ic is quarrell enough to Jeru- 
falem that je wou!d not be miſerable. 

Neither 1s it otherwiſe with rhe head of theſe helliſh complices; there needs no 
other cauſe of his utmoſt furie, than to ſee a poore ſoule ſtrugling toget ont of the 


reach ofhis tyranny. Sodoſavage beaſts briſtle up themſelves,and make the moſt | 


fierce aſſaults, whea they are in danger of loſing the prey, which they had once 
ſeiſed on. | 
In the meane while,what doth Nehemiah with his Jews for their common ſafety? 


They pray, and watch;rhey pray unto God,they watchagainſt the enemy. 
Thus,thus ſhall we happily prevaile againſt thoſe ſpirituall wickednefſes, which 
war againſt our ſoules:No evill can ſurprize us if we watch;noevil can hurt us if we 
pray: This s the vittory that overcomes the world gven our faith. vg 
There was need ofa continued vigilancy; the enemy was not more malicions, 
than ſabtile,and had ſaid; T bey ſhellnot know,neither ſee,till we come in the miaſt amongſt 
them,and ſlay them.Open force is nor ſodangerous as cloſe diſſimulation; They meant 


to ſeeme Jewes,whiles they were Moabitesand Ammonites; and in the cloarhes of 


bretheren purpoſed to hide murderers. Never is Satan ſo prevalent, as when hee 
comes transformed intoan Angell of light. | | 

It was a mercifull providence of God, that made theſe men tongues the blabs of 
their owne counſell, Many a fearefull deſigne had proſpered, if wickedneſle could 


have beenefilent.Warning is a lawfull guard oa wiſe adyerſarie : Now doth Nebe- | 
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{ ſpeares,and bowesrailing up their courage with a vehemet cxhortation, to remem- | 


mich arme his people z and for the rime , Changes their trowels into ſwords, and 


ber the Lord, which is greet, and terrible, and to fight for their brethren, their ſons their 
daughters, their wives, and their houſes, Nothing can ſo hearten us to the encountring 
of any evill, as the remembranceof that infinite power and wiſdome which can ej- 
ther avert,or mitigate,or ſanftifie it: weconld notfaint if we did not forget God, | 

Neceſſity urges a man to fight for himſelf,love inables his hand to fight for thoſe 
which challenge a parc in him, where love meets with neceſſity, there canwantno 
indevour of vitory; Neceflity can make even cowards, valiant;love makes the yali- 
ant,unreſiſtible : Nehemiah doth not therefore perſwade theſe Jewes to fight for 
themſelves, but for theirs: The judgement of the intereſt, anddanger, cannotbut 
quicken the dulleſt ſpirits. | 

Diſcovered counſels are already prevented : Theſe ſerpents die [by being firſt 
ſeen; When the enemies heard that it was knowne unto ws they letfall their plot. Could 
we deſcrie the enterpriſes of Satan,that tempter would returne aſhamed. 

It is a fafe point of wiſdome to carry a jealous eyeover thoſe, whom we have once. 
found hollow.and hoſtile: From that time forth Nehemiah divided the raſk,betwixt 
the trowell and the ſword; ſodiſpoſing of every Iſraelite, that whiles one hand was 
a Maſon,the other was a ſouldier : one is for work,the otherfor defence. Ohliyely 
image of the Church militant,wherein every one labours weaponed;wherein there 
15neither an idle ſouldier, not a ſecure workeman © every one ſo builds,as that he is 
ready ro ward temptarions;every one ſo weilds the ſword of the Spirit,for defence, 
that withall he builds up himſelfe in his moſt holy faith , here 1s neither a fruitlefſe 
valour,nor a unſafe di}:gence. 

But what can our weapons availe us,if there benot meanes to warne us of an ene- 
my?Wirhont a trumpet we are armed in vaine.T be worke & great 4nd large,and we are 
ſeparated upoy the wall,one farre from another: Yea,lo farre as the utmoſt bounds of the 
carth,are we ſeparated one from another, upon the walls of the ſpiricuall Jeruſalem; 
onely the ſacred Trumpets of God,call us,who are diſtant in place,toa combination 
1n profeſſion. And who are thoſe Trumpets,but the publike meſſengers of God, of 
whom God hath ſaid; 1f the Watchmen ſee the ſword come and blow not the trumpet and 
the people be not warned, if the ſword come,and take any perſon from among them, he u taken 
away in his iniquity but his blood will I require at theWatchmans hand,Wo be to us if we 
ſound nor; if the found we give be uncertaine:wo be to our people,if when we pre- 
monuth them of enemies, of judgments, they fit ſtil! unmoyed, not buckling them- 
ſelves toareſiſtance,to a prevention. NEDYS 

Iris a mutuall aide,to which theſe Trumpets invite us, we might fighr apart,with- 
out the ſignals of war;1” what place yee beare the ſound of the Trumpet, reſort yee thither 
unto ws, There can be no ſafety to the Church, bur where every man thinkshis life, 
and welfare confifts in his fellowes;Conjoyned forces may proſper, fingle oppoſitions 
are deſperate: All hearts and hands muſt meet in the common quarrell. 
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Nehenuah redreſing the extortion of the Fewer. 


©6 Tth whar difficulty do theſe miſerable Jewes ſertle in their Jeru- 


{<2 ſalem ? The feare of forraigne enemies doth normore affli& 


« War: Miſeries do not ſtay for a mannerly ſucceſſion to'each | 
other, but in arude importunity throng in,at once; Babel may 
ſ>Fa be builtwith eaſe, but whoſoever goes about to raiſe the walls 
Zy of Gods City,ſhall have his hands full: The incurſion of publike 
: _ enemies may be preyented with vigilancie arid power ; but 

| there 1s no defence againſt the ſecret gripes of oppreſſion. 2103 901577 | 


(ontemplations, L 1a.XX1I. | 


A; 


There is no remedy,the Jews are ſo taken up with their trowel,and kvord; forthe 
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| ſtopt their mouths. 


rime,that they cannot attend their trades; ſo as,whiles the wall did riſe.their eſtates 


| muft needs impaire:Even in the cheapeſt ſeaſon they muſt needs be poore.that ear- 


ned nothing but the publike ſafety ; how much morein a common ſcarcity? Their 
houſes, lands, vineyards are therefore morgaged, yea their very ſkins are ſold for 
corne,to their brethren: Neceflity forces thEto ſel that,whichit was cruelry to buy; | 
What will wenot,what muſt we not part with for life? The covetons rulers did not 
conſider the occafions of this want, bvt the advantage. Somerimes a bargaine may 
be as unmercifull as a robberie:Chariry muſt bethe rule in all contraQts;the violari- 
on whereof, whether in the matter,or the price,cannor but be ſinfull. 
Therecouldnot bea juſter ground of expoſtulation then this of the oppreſſed 
Jewes; Oar fleſh i 4 the fleſh of our brethren,our children as their children; and loe, wee 
bring into bondage our ſons andour daughters : whiles there isnodifference in nature, 
why ſhould therebe ſuch an injurious diſproportion in condition. Even the fame 
fleſh may beare a juſt inequality;ſome may be rulers, whilesorhersare ſubje&; ſome 
wealthy, others poore ; but why thoſe wealthy Rulers ſhould tyrannize over 
thoſe poore inferiours, and turne brother-hood into bondage no reaſon can be 
given bur lawlefle ambition; If there were one fleſh of Peeres,another of Peaſants, 


fleſh of beaſts is ina lower rank than ours, we kil,we deyoure it at pleaſure; but riow 
ſince the large body of mankind confiſts of the ſame fleſh, why ſhould the hand 
ſtrike the foot ? Andifone fleſh may challenge meet reſpe&s from us, how much 
more one ſpirit; The ſpirit is more noble than the fleſh is baſe;the fleſh is dead wirh- 
out the ſpirit; the ſpirit without the fleſh, aCtive and immorrall. Our ſoule,thongh 
ſhapelefle and immateriall,is more apparently one,thanthe fleſh; Andif che unity of 


' | our humane ſpirit call us to a mutuall care, and tenderneſſe in our cariage , each to 


other,how much more of the divine? by that we are men,by this we are Chriſtians: 
As the ſoule animates us toa naturall life, ſo dothGods Spirit animare the ſoule to 
an heavenly; which is ſo one, that it cannot be divided. How ſhould that one ſpirit 
cauſe us o farre to forget all naturall,and civill differences, asnot to contemne, not 
to oppreſle any whom It informeth. | x 


They are not Chriſtians, not men, thatcan injoy the miſeries of their brethren; 
whether in the fleſh or ſpirit, 11-5) 


of the people;and now. likean unparriall governour,herebukes the Rulers,and No- 


area prey to the great : Itis an ill uſe made of power, when the weight of ic ſerves 
only to cruſh the weake. There wereno living amongſt men, had not God ordained 


w 


ter improved,than by taking downe mighty offenders, ' 


6 o 
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tion, by how much the perſon is of greater marke. 


- The juttice of thisreproofecould not bur ſhame impudence it ſelfe ; }e after ornr 


your brethren. gr ſhall they beſold to ws? Shall they find at home that yoake of bundaye 
which they had put off abroad?whiles they are ſtill Jewes,ſhall we rurne Aﬀyrians? 
If they muſt be ſlaves, why nor rather toenemies, than to brethren?” How mich 
more tollerable were a foraine ſervitude;than a domeſticall:Be aſhamed, O ye No: 
bles of Iſrael, torenne Babylon in Jeruſalem. I marvell not if the offehders be ſtrrie- 
ken dumb with ſo unanſwerable an expoſtulation; Guiltirieſſe, and confulion hae 

Many of thoſe who have not had grace enough to refraine finne; 'yetare not ſo 
utterly void of grace as to maintaine ſin; Our after-wits are able to difcerne akinde 
of uinreaſonablenefle in thoſe wicked ations,which the firſt appearante” tepreſents 


2 


Jewiſh enormities, have wanted ſome colours of defence; Their ſtocke was their 


there ſhould be ſome colour for the proud impoſitions of the prear, as becauſe the 


Good Nehemiah cannot chooſe but be much moved at-the barbarons extortion | 


bles, whoſe hand was thus bloody with oppreſſion. As of fiſhes, ſo of men, the leſſer | 


higher than the higheſt;and yet higher than they.Eminency of place cannot be bets | 


—_k. 
@ * 


If nobility doimbaſe ir ſelfe to any foule ſin, it is ſo-much more worthy of coer- | 


ability have redeemed our brethren the lewes which were ſold tothe heathen, and will you ſelt | 


unto us plauſible. Gaine leadsin fin; but ſhame followes 1s out. There Ire thoſe that 
are bold and witty to beare out commodions or pleafant evils; neither could rheſe | 
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Contemplations, 


Li s.XX1, | 


owne,which might havebeen otherwiſe improved,to no lefle profit; The offer,the! A 
ſuit of theſe bargaines was from the ſellers; Theſe eſcheates fell into their hands, un- 
ſought;neither did their contra& cauſe the need of their brethren, but relieve ir:Bur| | 
their conſcience will not beare thisplea. I know not whether the maintenance of| | 
the leaſt evilbenot worſe, than the commiſſion of the greateſt; This may be of frail- 
ty,that argues obſtinacy: There is hope of that man that can bluſh and be filent, 

After the convifion of the fact, it is ſeaſonable for Nehemiah, toperſwade refor- 
mation:No oratory is ſo powerfull,as that of mildnefſe: eſpecially when we haye to 
do with thoſe, who either chrough Romach, or greatneflſe, may not indure arough 
reproofe : The drops that fall eaſily upon the corne,ripen,and fill the eare, but the 
ſtormy (ſhowers that fall with violence, beat down the ſta]kes flat ro the earth, and | | 
lay whole fields, without hope of recovery.Who can reſiſt this ſweer and ſoveraigne 
reprehenfion ; Onght ye not to walk inthe feare of our Goa, becanſe ofthe reproach of the B 
heathen,our enemics 2 Did we dwell alone jn the midſt of the earth, yet the feare of 

our God ſhould over-awe our waies;but now that wedwel in the midſt of our ene- 
mies, whoſe eyes are bent upon all our actions, whoſe tongues are as ready to blaſ- 
pheme God,as we to offend him, how carefully ſhould we avoid thoſe fins, which 
may draw ſhame upon our profeſſion? 

Now the ſcandal! is worſe than the fact; Thus ſhal Religion ſuffer more from the 
heathen,than our brethrendo from us: If juſtice,if charity cannot ſway with us,yer| | 
let the ſcornfull inſulcations of the prophane Gentiles, afright us fr6 theſe preſſures, 

| No ingenuous diſpoſition can be ſo tender of hisowne diſgrace,as the true Iſraelite | | 
is of the reprochof his God : What is it that he will not rather refraine, do,ſuffer, | C| 
than that glorious Name ſhall hazard a blemiſh? They cannot want outwardreten- 
| tives from ſin,that live either among friends,or enemies; if friends,they may not be 
grieved, if enemies, they may notbe provoked : Thoſe that would live well, muſt} |} 
| ſtard in awe of all eyes-; Even thoſe that are without the Church, yet may not be: 
. withour regard:Noperſon can be ſo contemptible,as that his cenſure ſhould be con- 
temned. 

In diflwading from fin, reaſon it ſelfe cannot prevaile more than example. 1 /;ke- 
wiſe,azd my brethren,aud my ſervants might exat? of them money,and corne. But from the 
 timzethat Iwas appointed to the charge of Indah,I,and my brethren have not eaten the bread 
of the governour, He (thallnever rule well,that dothall that he may : Ir is not ſafe for 
either part that a Prince ſhould live atthe heightof his power, and if the greateſt 
abate of their right, 1s it for inferiors to extort ? Had Nehemiahaimed at his owne D 
 greatneſſe no! man could have had fairer pretences for his gaine. 

The former governors that were before him were chargeable unto tho people , and had ta- 
ken of them bread and wine befpdes fortie ſhekels of ſilver, His foot had not firſt trode in 
. this commodious path; it wasbeaten by the ſteps of his predeceſſors; neither did 

any of them walke beſides it: How ever it might be envious to raiſe new taxations, 
; yer tocontinue thoſe he found unrepined at,had been our of the reach of exception: 
| A good Governour lookes not ſo much what hath beene done, as what ſhonld be; 
 Precedents,are not the rule, whereby he rules, but juſtice,bur piety. So did not 1,6e- 


Cauſe of the feare of the Lord:Lawes are not aſtrajghter curbe to ſubjects ,than conſci- 
; CNCE 15 to good Princes. | 


[1 . 


| +. They dare not do what they cannot docharitably:what advantage can they think | E 
| 1t,to be fro under the controlment of men,when the God of heavennores,and puni- 
ſhes their offences. Who fo walketh by thisrule,can neither erre,not miſ-carry.le is 
| not truſting to the externall remedies of fin, eyther they. are not alwaies preſent; 
or if preſent, not powerfull enongh; burif the feare of God have once raken upthe 
| heartiit goesever with us,and isſtrong enough to over-maſter the forceableſt temp- 
| ration... - ns 

 .» Therefore muſt theſe Jewes follow this example of Nehemiab,becanfe he follow- 
ed not the example of his predeceſſors, becauſe heleft their evill, they muſt imi- 
tate his good. In vaine ſhall Rulers adviſe againſt their owne pracice; when they 


þ 


 cadrheway.chey may welchallenge robefollowed:Seldomehath ir beenever ſeen 
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Nehemiah redreſiing PR 


A' 


that great perſons have not beene ſeconded inevill ; why ſhould not their power \ 
ſerve to make patterns of their vertues ? 


drawne the Rulers toa promiſe of reſtitution; We wil reſtore them, and will require ns- 
thing of them, ſo will we do as thou ſaieſt, 

It15no ſmall advantage that theſe Nobles muſt forgoe, in theit releaſes : there 
cannot be a better ſigne of a ſound amendment, than that we can be contentro be 
loſers by our repentance ; Many formall penitents have yeelded to part with ſo 
much of their fin,as may abate nothingof their profit;as iftheſe Rulers ſhould have 
beene willing to reſtore the perſons, but withall ſhould have ſtood ftiffely to re- 
quire their ſummes:This whining and partiall ſatisfa&ion had been thankleſſe;True 
remorſe inlargeth the heart, and openeth the hand to a bounrifull redemption of 
Our errors, | 

Good purpofes de too often coole in time, and vanith into a careleſſe forgerful- 
neſle; Nehemiah feared this iſſue of theſe holy reſolutions:;and therefore he proſecutes 
chem in their firſt heat;not leaving theſe promiſes, tillhe had ſecured them,wicthan 
oath; The Prieſts are called for,thatin thejr mouthes the adjuration may be more 
ſolemne,and facred;lIr is the beſt point of wiſdome to take the firſt opportunity of 
fixing good motions w* otherwiſe are of themſelyes,light and ſlighty. Tomake all 
yermore ſure,their oathes are croſſe-barred with his execration. Alſs 1 ſhooke my lap 
and ſaia,ſo God ſhake out every man from his houſe and from his labour that performeth not 
this promiſe even thus be he ſhaken out and emptyed,andallthe Congregation ſaid, Amen.A 
promiſe,an oath,a curſe,are paſſed upon this at;now,no Iſtaclite dares falter in the 
execution : When we have a fin in chaſe,it is good to follow it home,not ſlackning 
our purſuittill we have fully preyailed; and when itis once falne under our hands, 
we cannot kill it too much. 

Now Nebemich having thus happily deliveredhis people frs a domeſticall capri- 
vity,commends his ſeryiceto the gracious remuneration of the Almighty;7hink up- 
0n me my God for good,according to all that I have done for this people;Therefore doth he 
refuſe the bread of the Goyernor,that he may receive thereward of the Governor of 


.heaven:Had hetaken a temporary recopence,both he,8& it hadbeen forgotten,now 


he hath made an happy change for eternity. Not that he pleads his meric, bur ſes 
for mercy;neither doth he pray to be remembred for his work, but according to his 
work. Our good deeds as they are well accepted of God, fo they ſhall not goe unre- 
het pops 

fer up our honeſt obediences unto God, fo we may expeC and beg his promiſed re- 


tributions ; not out of a proud conceit ofthe worth of our earnings, whoat the beſt 


are no other than unproficable ſervants, but our of a fairhfull dependance upon 
his pact of bounty, who cannot be lefle than his word:O God it we do ought thar is 


good. it is thinc at, andnotours: crowne thine owne work in us,and take thou the 


glory of thine owne mercies. = : 
Whiles Nehemiah isbuſie inthe reforming abuſes, at home;the enemue is plotting 
againſt him, abroad; Sanbalat,and Tobiah, and Geſhemthe Arabian conſpire againſt 


his life,and in him,againſtthe peace of Jeruſalem:What open hoſtility could not do, 


they hope to effeCt by pretence of treaties: Foure ſeverall meſſages call Nehemiah to 
a friendly meeting, Diſtraſt is a ſure guard. The wiſe governor hath leam'd to ſu- 
ſped the hollow fayoursof an enemy and to returne them, with ſafe and juſt ex- 
cuſes. 1 ceunet come downe, why ſhould the worke ceaſe whiles 1 leave it , and come downe to 
y092T do-not heare him ſay, You intend miſchiefe ro me; I will not come forth to 
you ; though this were the proper cauſe of his forbearance, butherurnes themoff 
with an anſwer,that had as much truth,as reſervedneſſe. Frandisthe fitlieſt anſwe- 
red with ſubtletie. Even innocency is allowed alawfull craft ; That manis in anill 


caſe, rhat conceales no truth from an adverſary. 


What iritreaties cannot do,(hall be attempted by threats; Sanbalats ſervant comes 
now the fifth time, with an open'd letter , importing dangerous intimation, 


wherein is written, Jt & reported among the heathen, and Gaſhmu ſaithit, that the Tewes 


thinke 


Thus well did it ſpeed with Nehemiab;his mercifullcarriage,and zealous ſit have 


what God will give, why may not we crave. Doubtlefſe,as we may of- | 


| 


Ot ces T' —_ 


WC... - 


> . . . . 
- . 4 
i... et. LY 
h, _ 
and ” he —_ dl? os on y ” te. eee ec 2 ee EEE” 


—— 

RS 

= —— - 
Be -_ 

4 WRIT. - » 

X 6-443 


 — POD TE a> 7 Pr RYE ctr ns nes 
Þ 
> I " 


NE _ mt 
MCTTUPERET IE0-Wp oe root £5, Peg 
— ihe 
-. - oP < 


"_ £2 Ro - a * 
Ex I & 
” 4 - —_ - . 
IN "" , 


ap_— 


RESI. AE 


14. & 
| T4 
x 3 
".F.7 
| on { 
2 F «1 6 
Iz * {Ki 0; 
M1 © 1 28. 004 
2 
+ 3&% 
"-— N 1 
"©. 
115 4 ” 
: 5197 # Fe 
: | 144,488, Fi 
: '* TH... - . 
*\3 ' $f 
: > 838015 T5) 
? a #1 = + #1 
a 7% $; 3, 
, »| z} k 4 
.' $- : 2 
| tt 
i 4, 48 
Ty 4 Y 
- [4 : 
” Ju 4 4+ 7 # 
4 : 4 Y ; : 
© : u 
” : + . 
v, LA 44 / 
«x % : . : 
j* F41\-1 . 
, £3. ? 
Fe 4 . 
G T 
n 4 4 : 
L beet 
a £40 L 
1} ; 
; 44 430348 
5 1% S ; ' 
-4 4 RC. Ty 
F | F i . 
"yy ? * I +4 
; > 1 5 #41/% 
: £4 . * of : 
i, 7's | 
3: + 77; %*s 
? -© + x : « us 
: 4 5 Ts \ "23 
* $0 IS wy 
"© : H . «£ ! 
? ,; v2 bc - B 4. 
, 4 5 © FY 
| z7 _* ©4 vis 
x : *  & wy 
: F [ 8 6 * 4 
, {+ WL *. 
- F & br 3 
F id j p. 20. 
"Rf : £*# * TL # 
's. 4* \ 4% 
be 4. 7 »{ 
- F ;, + EE ! 3: [0 
T7: . : z6 AY 
i ; $74 
4 $* » FE $218 
F © 4 v&'7 
- : ®; 2 y } 
1 SLES. ' 
[83 ; " 
RB, 5 ET IENG 
i '$;; I#: 4 ; | 4 Ti 
iy F7 4 fl > ” . ' 40 va 
1: £3>.1 i WW ZE 
= » XY; n : 
1 $+. 904 2.38 leh 
o a © \ 6 q : q x 
S. + + ; 5 
144, as F1 #5 > 1: DRE 
1 4 EX TRTÞ 4-8 
'$ —F Sn” oF +1751. 
4 900156 38H 
4 $2 iq $$. 
I - T 2 q " 7» {Þ »t 
= 3.8 © 30.4 15%: 6 
——_ 4 a NH 4 " F 3415 7 
i; EN oS; þ +8 £4 
' is F. vs I E I "þ4 / 
[3:38 35" |. 4 $38 
*F + by iT $ 'vF. 6 Kel 
, : 6 3, a : $0 x 
FE# ; i RFF! 
{8 300+; $\38 37 
Cf ' "* +... p q i < F 
13 > LA _ . AT *- 
[ bo ; : q T 25 R 4 
i +**«* 
2 3 ; E 5 D. 
3+ dy EF} (538 BD: 34IÞ 
l 4X : 3. : F i r ge 
ne : ; 1 3.44 Ki 
25 : : PF W535 
#5 4 : = [b-4 Ws 
ve , : : : 4 n  & is 
: "i 
J ? 4+ b, iT 
bk : : '*% 
£$* Li: ' {| 
. > ; 3+ +: $38 
; : : 7 
{CERES » 8 89:1 No 
(7 9 ; , CT: 4477 
4 (22 13 WR: KS 
4 'G 7, : E 4%4'F 
þ ty 'L 4 { (3008) 
; " / 4,” v1 
3 & +. $ ; % 1% 
; . \ vi : 
, es 7 | SF 4% 
1 EY f, Þ : %$:1.4 ,v 
' by 15 » +: Tc. 6.4 
i Hu 4 4 $15 
TL "i . j F 
p q "#1; 3 4 
$) * 53 4s Bs! 2 # 
H 4 3 1" 21 bs 
£45 1 WES 3 
S- .* 4 4 Wy 
t "HE 7 hy 1, 
f A. 
4. 06 ps: "BY 153964 
"20 G80 
FR 44 ) > & to & 
- 4 C5 
& 5 4 , k Fx 0 
} Fra I. ? «ile; 
8 : L IF ASST [$5 
: * $$ +> 
3-34 "EM PHE 11.01 
43 RX 4# *'Y i 4 
#b 335 by 370 Oh + 
b- $: : 4 by Þ 3: 3% 
: ST: I 4 8&4 iz ” 
þ F* #27” Þ ” 2% {0 
> * {4 p YL 
£7 77 m7, [45 
+) PS 1 
£ <> x a B- 3": © y* 4 
97-7 pf ' 83/58 {Nh 
? FBI + 63 er! 93 4 
WF 7 4 x7 i , 
fb al | i ' x "40h 
: 47 + Þ : 3, PL th [831,58 
» q k 'L F I $4 4. 4d <{£ 
- "34 | 4A 
6... 8: 44% } F. 
d - . o >, i , 4T | 
ThHERITAGE 537 
3 & 2%: ©'hs I 77ND 
: : ' * 
? oY ++ C Fs. 10 
: 4 4 "3-46 
\ " ii Ws - 4 % 
[4 A " ;-"I06 
4 nN 4 TS bs . 4 
- , 7 ba” b, 
; L-] : : +4 C 1 $4477 
q . 4 ESE 
3 3 . A345 
' E it 100%” © 
1! ; {90S 
q i = 1 my” 
T3 «E428. 
& 4 , > 4, 4 > 4, 
7 : Þ; R 
5 £ Ft $ 4 ' A 5 
[ + & ? Ft C19 wy 
p, : 4 4}: 
' S ».F. : I 5 
\ : & +: 4 , i7h , 
: by > $43 * 2.38 
: , / h | iN 7 , 
h : oy bs #? { iS 4 
: s 
' 1 ix >. 584 
3 bs *SS..F.5 "WE 
'SB& i£ £54 TH 
HE 4 17 Fh Bo 4 WIEN 
: d + G-1I 
TYYD HSI ED pF 1 
Ez + ' v7 c 38 
» \ F [3 * 7 i > 
Pi o p : \ 
$43 24 =! OT 
p { Ky CE : © T1 4 5 
oy 5 = 
"24 of : A | # + 30 & 6; . b i" 4 
: 8 # $4 } ' 
>; : + - L344 * ' *, 
& k ' i 36.» . of, 
0 3" $ { » : 
, | 'S 4 4* "þ< -Y 
» : HF: 87 k 
Z 36 & "V4 R a : ot 
k 2 1454.4 & 
| f ATE $ j-f7 
: ; = 
: t 
pl Ld : A 
o J . 
o t : % + 
; ; F x 
. : 
. < 
4 W 
} f 4 i t 
| "3 \ - 
a) | ” Ns 
# / 
” by "7 y [y 
? ' : 
> i Ns ” 3 
e * 
&. 4 , } 4 M4 
Lv 'T j\ bk» 3. 8 7 
4 - 
» y Li 2 b FH 4s 
T (Fo 1T+ 
: $*? : < 
p ra 
4 
1} > 
1, : \z z P 
: —-, 
f / $537k 
F : 44 LN | ? 
: : *s [\ 
2 ; "'x 
Th tv " 
'T : T : 
$4 { : 
fi | k : 
: iS. ' 
F 
} 4 : 
" 


1 


EY 


| 


t 


— 


F 332 | 


| 


"a 
—_— . di a. 6 as Mt. - 
A vs 


mn 


"—_— 


— 


,R Contemplations. So 


ported: and what falſhood may not plead this warrant? What can be more lying than | 
report? Among the heathen: and whois more Erhnick than Sanballat? what Pagancan | 
be worſe than a mungrel Idolater? And Gafhmu ſaith is, Alke my tellow elſe; This A. | 
rabian was one of thoſe three heads of all che hoſtile combination, againſt Jeruſa. | 
lem, againſt Nehemiah ; It would be wide with innocence 1f enemies might be al- 
low'd toaccule, No 


learn'd to miſcal al ations;where the hands cannot be taxed, very thoughts are pre 
judged: For which canſe thou baildeſt the wall, that thow mayeſt be their King; He was ne- 
ver true Iſraclite that hathnor paſſed ſpightful ſlanders,and miſconſtructions: Artex. 
erxes knew his ſervant too well, to beleeve any rumor, thatſhould have beene 6 
ſhameleſſe ; The ambition of Nehemiah was well knowne to reach only to the cup, 
not to the Scepter ofhis Soveraignez And yer,ro make up a ſound tale, Prophets are 
ſuborned to preach,There is a King in Iudah : as if that loyall governour had corrupted 
the pulpits alſo;and had taught chem the language of treaſon. 20 

But what of all this > what if ſome falſe tongue have whiſpered ſach idle tales? 
It is not ſafe for thee, Nehersiah,to contemne report: Perhaps thisnewes ſbalfly to 
the Court,and work thee a deadly diſpleaſure ere rhoucanſt know thy ſelf traduced; 


| Come therefore, and let us take coundell together : Surely that man cannot be ſpa- 
ring ofany thing, that is prodigall of his reputation. 


If ought under heaven can 
fetch Nehemiah ont of his hold, it is the care of his fame. Butthat warie governour 


ſees anet ſpread neere unto this ſtall; and therefore keeps aloofe,not without con- 


tempt af thoſe lie devices. There are no ſuchthings done as thou ſayeſs, but thoufaineft 
them ont of thine owne heart : Some imputations are beſt anſwered with a negleive 
deniall:Ir falls out often that plaine dealing puts craft out of countenance. | 

Since neither force nor fraud can kill Nehemiiah, they will now trie rodraw him 
into a ſin,and thereby intoa reproach z; O God,that any Prophers tongue ſhould be 
mercenary !Shemaiah the Seer,is hired by Tobiah,and Sanballat,toaffright the Gover- 
nor,with the noiſe of his intended murder; and to adviſe him for ſhelter, to flie to 
the forbidden refuge of the Temple. The colour was faire; Violence is meant tothy, 
perſon, no place but one canpromiſe thee fafery ; 'The'City hath as yet no gates; 


. come therefore, and thut thy {elfeup inthe Temple, there onely ſhalt thou be free 


from all affaults. DD} to ning. Fee be boy es 4; | 
And whatif Nehemiahhad hearkened to this counſell)Sin.and ſharne had follow- 
ed; That holy place was for none bur perſons ſacred, ſuch as were priviledgedby 
blood, and function;others ſhould preſume, and offendin entring; and now, what 
would the people ſay?Wharſhall become of us; whiles our Governor hides his head 
for feare> Where ſhall we find a. Temple to ſecure us? What d6 we depending upon 
a cowardly leader? q CTTEN 
Well did Nehemiah fore-caſt theſe circumſtances, both of a&,and eyent,and there- 
fore reſolving todiſtruſt a Prophet that perſwaded him to the violation of a Law, 
he rejects the motion with ſcorne; Shonld ſuch a man as I flee?Showuld 1 80 into the Tem- 
ple ro ſave my life w1 not go : Tris fit for great perſons to ſtand upon the honour of 
their places; Their very ſtations ſhould put thoſe ſpirits into them, that ſhould 
make them hate to ſtoope unto baſe conditions. | Vo | 
Had Godſent this meſſage, we know he. hath power to diſperſe with his owne 
Lawes.; bur well might the centradiftion. of a Law argue the meſſage not ſent of 
| God.God as he is'0ne, fo doth he perfitly agree with himſelfe.' If any private ſpirit 
crofſe a written word let him be accurſed. - - Caomonot te topary: 4 


- 


$ 


= % 


; «a , (] , 
: 5 : e "4 " 
. > 4 $6 4 l Py 
x . 4 / 
, oy £ - - * - - 

4 4 £ . bo " y \ ” ” ” = 
3 4 . : . , ; 
" 4 b C 


think to rebel. for which cauſe hou buildeft the wall that thou maiſt be their K me. It is oY 


| 


T hat the Tewes think to rebell: A tale ſuggeſtion, but once, powerfull ; Malicehath | 
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Ahaſuerus feaſting,@c. 


A' 
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Ahaſuerus Feaſting, Vaſhti caft of, Eſther choſen, 


Pa» Hat bounds can be ſet to humane ambicion? 4heſuerus,that is, Xerxex 
' | the ſonof Darizs is already the King of an hundred, and ſeayen and 

p | twenty Provinces,and now is ready to fight for more.He hath new- 

WP | |y ſubdued Egypr, and isnow addreſſing himſelfe for the conqueſt 
| of Greece. He cannot hope ever toſce all the land that he poſſeſſeth, 


m_ j 


=== and yet he cannot be quier, whiles he heares of more. Lefſe then 
two ells of earth ſhall ere long ſerve him, whom, for the time, a whole world ſhall 
ſcarce fattsfie; in vaine ſhall a man ſtrive cohave that which he cannot injoy,and to 
injoy onght by meererelation ; It is a windie happineſſe that is ſoughr in the ex- 
aggeration of thoſe titles, which are taken upen others credir, without the ſenſe of 
the owner:Norhing can fill the heart of man, bur he that made it. 

This great Monarch, partly in triumph of the great vicories, that he hath lately 
wonne in Egypt, and partly, for the animation of his Princes, and ſouldiers to his 


future exploits,makes a feaſt, like himſelfe, royall and magnificent. 


Whart is greatneſſe if it be notſhowed ? And wherein can greatneſſe be better 
ſhowne,then in the atchievements of war,and the entertainment of peace ? 

All other feaſts were bur hunger to this of 4 haſuerue, whether wee regard the 
number of gueſts,or the largeneſſe of preparation,or continuance of time : Durin 
the ſpaceof a whole halfe yeer,all the tables were ſumptuouſly furniſhed for all 
commers from 1zdia,to Ethyopia; A world of meat; every meale was ſo ſer on,as if it 
ſhould have been the laſt : Yer all this long feaſt hathanend ; and all this glory is 
ſhut up in forgetfulneſſe, What is Ahaſueris the berter,that his Peeres chen ſaid, he 


| was incomparably great 2 Whar are his Peeres the better, that they were feaſted? 
| Happy is he that eares bread,and drinkes new wine in the Kingdome of God; this 


banquet is for erernity;without intermiſſion, withour ſarierie.” | 

What variety ofhabirs,of languages,of manners,met at the boards of 4haſuermus? 
What confluence of ſtrange gueſts was there now ro Shuſhas? And, leſt the glory 
ofthis great King mighr ſeeme, like ſome courſe piure,onely faire afarre off, after 
the Princes and Nobles of the remote Provincesall the people of Shufhanare enter- 
tained,for ſeven dayes with equallpompe and ſtate; The ſpacious Court of the Pa- 
lace is turned into a Royall Hall,the walls are of rich hangings,the pillars of marble, 
the beds of filverand gold, the pavement of 405 94 by curiouſly checkered ; The 


| wine and the veſſels ſtrove whether ſhould be the richer; ho men drunke in worſe 


then gold; and whiles the merall was the ſame, the fortne of each cup was diverſe; 
theatrendance was anſiverable to the cheare;and the freedome matched both:Here 
was no compultion, either to the meaſure, or quality of the draught; every mans 
rule was his owne choiſe. Who can bur blufh ro ſee forced hea)ths in Chriſtian 
banquets,when the civility of very Pagans commands libercy. 

I cannot bur envy the modeſty of heathen Dames, Yaſht: the Queene, and hex 
Ladies,with all rhe ſeverall ranks of that ſexe, feaſt apart ; intertaining each other, 


with a baſhfull courteſie, without wantonnefſe,withour that wild ſcurrility, which 
 uſeth ro haunt promiſcuous meetings: Oh ſhamefull unchaſtity of thoſe looſe Chri- 


ſtians,who muſt feed cheir luſt, whiles they fill their bellies;and thinke the feaſt un- 


| perfit, where they may not ſatiate their eye no lefle their palate. 


The laſt day of this pompous feaſt is now come:King Ahaſnerw is ſo much more 


cheerefull,by how muchhis gueſts are neere to their diſmiſhon. Every one 1s wont | 


ro cloſe up his curteſie with ſo much more paſſion, as the laſt as uſe ro make the 
deeper impreſſion; And now; that he might at once amaze,and indeare the behol- 
ders, Y«fhti the Queene in all her royalty, is called for; Her fight ſhall ſhuthp the 


feaſt, thatthe Princes and people may ſay, How happy is King 4haſverus, not ſo | 


much in this greatnefle,as in that beauty. , 
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Contemplations, Tas XX, 
| Seven officersof the chamber are ſent to carry the meſſage, to arrend her entrance, | a 
and are returned with a deniall:Perhaps Yaſh; thonghr, What meanes this uncouth |! 
motion More than fix months hath this feaſt continued, and all this while ye haye 
injoyed the wonted liberty of our ſexe; Were theKing ſtill himſelfe,this command | 
could not be ſent; it is the wine.,andnot he,thar is guilty of this errand. Is it for me | 
ro humour him in ſo yaine a defire? Will it agree with our modeſt reſervedneſſe, to \ | 
offer our ſelves to be gazed at by millions of eyes > Who knowes what wanton at. 
rempts may follow upon this ungoverned exceſſe ? This very meflage argues that } | 
wit,and reaſon have yeeldedtheir places to that beſotting liquor. Nothing butah- 
ſence can ſecure us from ſome unbeſeeming profer ; neither doubr I, but the King 
when he returnes to himſelfe, will give me thanks for ſo wiſe a forbearance. | 
Thus upon the conceit (as is likely) that her preſence would be ether needleſſe, #7 
or unſafe, Yaſhtrrefuſeth to come; Althongh perhaps her great ſpirits thought much | 
+ WR to receivea command from the hand of officers. | 
WIR 111 1;7 The blood thar is once inflamed with wine,is apt to boyle with rage : Ahbaſnerms 
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is very wroth with this indigne repulſe:It was the oftentartion of hisglory,& might, 
that he affected, before theſe Princes,Peeres, people; and now thar ſeems eclipſed, in 
| the ſhucring up ofall his magnificence,with the diſgracetvll afirontof a woman. le | | 
| vexes him to think that thoſe Nobles,whom he meant to ſend away aſtoniſhed with 
the admiration of his power,and majeſty,ſhould now ſay : What boots it Ahaſuerus 
 torule afarre off, when he cannot command at home ? In vaine doth he boalt to go- 
verne Kings, whiles he is checked by a woman. | 
W hatever were the intentions of Yaſhri, ſurely her diſobedience was inexcuſfa- 
ble,it isnot for a goed wife to judgeof her huſbands will,but to executeit: neither , 
wit,nor ſtomacke may carry her intoa curious inquiſition into the reaſons ofanin- 
joyned charge, much lefle ro areſiſtance : but in a hood-winkt ſimplicity ſhe muſt | | 
follow, whither ſheeisled ; as one that holds her chiefe praiſe to confiſt in ſubje- | | 
lf tion. | 
Where ſhould the perfeCtion of wiſdome dwell, if not in the Courts of great 
Princes? or what can the treaſures of Monarchs purchaſe more invaluably precious, 
_ Hm and judicious attendance ? Or who can bee ſo fir for honour as the 
wileſt. | 
 Idoubthow Ahaſuerus could have been fo great if his throne had not beene ſtill 
conwaſled with them that knew the times, and underſtood the law, and judgment. 
Theſe were his Oracles in all his doubts. Theſe are now conſulted in this difficulty; _ 
neicher mult their advice be ſecretly whiſpered,in the Kings eare,but publikely de- || 
livered inthe andience of all the Princes. It is a perilous way that theſe ſages are 
TREE Tb E hs called to go,betwixta huſband and wife; eſpecially of ſuch power, and eminency-: 
bk.) IR | | yet Memucan feares not to paſſe a heavy ſentence againſt Queene / aſht7. __ the 
Oos 0 AIR Lueene hath not done wrong t6.the K ing onely, but alſo to all the Princes, and all the people, 
that are in all the Provincesof the K ing Ahaſuerws,A deep and ſore crimination;injaries 
are ſo much more intolerable, as they are dilated unto more; thoſe offences which 
are of narrow extent, may receive an eaſie ſatisfation; the amends are not poſlible, 
where the wrong is univerſall: For this deed of the Qucen Jhall come abroad to all women, 
ſothat they ſhall deſpiſe their buchands ts their eyes : Indeed fo publik a fact muſt needs 
flie; That concourſe gave fir opportunity to diffuſe ir all the world over, Theex- | F 
amples of the great are eaſily drawne into rules. Bad leſſons are apt to be taken out; 
as honour, ſo contempt fals downe from the head to the ſkirts; never aſcends from 
the ſkirts to the head. | 
| Theſe wiſe men are ſo much the more ſenſible of this danger,as they ſaw it more 
likely, the caſe might prove their owne. Likewiſe ſhafthe Ladics of Perſia and Media 
ſa this day wmio all the Kings Princes. The firſt precedents of evill mult be careful- 
ly avoided,ifwe care toKkeepea conſtant order in good. Prudence cannot better be- 
ſtirre ir ſelf, than inkeeping miſchiefe from home. 
f | The foundationof this doome of Mercer isnot laid ſo deep for nothing; 7f it 
| | pleaſe the King let there goe aroyall commandement from him, and let it be written _ | 
the 
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lation of the mariage-bed,can either breake or unty the knor of mariage. Had ſhe not 
| been a Queen, hadnot that contemptuous a@ been publique, the ſentence had nor 


greateſt love may be over-ftrained;Ir is not ſafe preſuming upon the deepeſt afſu- 


' thatgreat Princes ſhould want ſoothing up in all their inclinations, in all their aGi- 
| ons:Whiles Ahaſuerwsis following the chaſe of his ambirion,in the warres of Greece, 
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| the lawes of Per fians,end Medjansthat it be not altered,that V afhti come no more before A= 
haſnerus;and let the King give her royal eſtate to another that is better than ſhe. How bold 
a word was this, and how hazardous?Had Ahaſuer ws more loved the beauty of 7 aſh- 
#e,than his honor, Mewacen had ſpoken againſt his owne life : Howſoever, a Queene 
of ſo great ſpirits,could not want ſtrength of favour, and fation, in the Perſian 
Courr; which could not but take fire at ſo deſperate a motion. Faithfull Stateſmen, 
overlooking private reſpeds,muſt bend their eyes upon publique dangers, labour- 
Ing to prevent a common miſchiefe,thongh with the adventure of their owne, Na- | 
ture had taught theſe Pagans the neceſſity ofa female ſubjeftion; and the hate and | 
{corne of a proud diſobedience. They have unlearnedthe very diCtates of Nature, | 
rhat can abide the head tobe ſetbelow the ribbe. | 
I cannot ſay but Y ſh: was worthy ofa ſharp cenſure;I cannot ſay ſhee was wor- 
thy a repudiation. This plaiſter drew too hard; It was but heathen juſtice to puniſh | 
the wives diſobedience in one indifferent a&,with adivorce : Nothingbur the vio- 


been ſo hard;now the puniſhment muſt be exemplary,leſt the fin ſhould be ſo. Ma- 
ny a one had ſmarted lefle,if their perſons, if their places had been meaner. 

The King,thePrinces approve this heavy judgement of Memucan; It isnot in the 
power of the faire face of Yaftti,to warrant her ſtomacke ; Nodoubt many mefſa- | 
ges paſied ere the rigour of this execution : That great heart knowes not to relent, | 
but will rather break,thanyeeld to an humble deprecation. When the ſtone andthe 
ſteele meet,fire is ſtricken; it is a ſoft anſwer that appeaſeth wrath. Yaſhti is caſt off, | 
Letters are ſent from the King, intoall his Proyinces, to command that every man 
ſheuld rule at home; The Court affords them an awfull patterne of authority : Had 


| not 4haſuerus doted rnuch upon Y«ſdries beauty,he had not called her forth at the | 


feaſt,to be wondred at,by his Peeres and people, yet now he fo feeles the wound of 
his reputation,that he forgets he ever felt any wound of his affe&tion. Even the 


rances of deareneſſe: There isno heart that may not be eſtranged. It is nor poſſible 


his followers are providing for his Inſt at home; Nothing could ſound more plea- 
ſing toa carnall eare,than thar all the faire yong virgins, thorowout all his domini- 
ons,ſhould be gathered into hispalace at Shuſhan,for his afſay,and choice : The de- | 
cree is ſoon publiſhed; The charge is commitred to Hegai,the Kings Chamberlaine, | 
both of their purification,and ornaments, = iow f 

What ſtrife, what emulation was now,among(t all the Perſian damoſells, that ei- | 
ther were,or thought themſelves faire ? Every one hopes to be a Queene, and ſees | 
no reaſon why any other ſhould be thought more excellent, How happy were wee | 
if we could be ſo ambitious of our eſpouſalls to the King of heaven ? | 

Amongſt all this throng of Virgins,God hath provided a wife for Ahaſuerus; ha- 
ving determined his choice,where moſt advantage ſhall riſe to his forlorne people. | 

The Jewes were miſerably ſcattered over the world, in that wofull deportation 
under /econiah; ſcarce anhandfull of themrerurned ro 7er»ſalem; che reſt remaine | 
ſtilldiſperſed where they may bur have leaveto live. There are many thouſands of 
them turned over with the Babylonian Monarchy, to the Perſian; amongſt the reſt, | 
was Mordecai.the ſon of 14ir,of the tribe of Bcyjamin:a man of no meane note,or ab1- 
licie; who,living in Shzſban,had brought up Hedaſſth,or Efther,his uncles daughter, 


| 
| 


Ko . 
PIgey 


habit thould be. Perfſa like; In outward and civill formes,there wasno need to ya- 
ry frorh the heathen, her Religion muſt bee her owne; the reſt was fo altogether 
rheirs, that her very Nation wasnot diſcerned. 


The ſame God that had given incomparable beauty to this leweſſe, gave het alſo 
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in a liberall faſhion, It was happy for this Orphane, that in a region of captivity, | 
ſhe light into ſuch good hands, Her wiſe kinſman findes it fit,that her breeding, and | 


favourin the eyes of Hegsj,the keeper of the women;She is not only taken intorhe | 
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Perſeen Court as one of the ſelefted virgins,bur obſerved with more thanordinary | A 
| reſpe&; all neceffaries'for her ſpeedy purification are broughr co her; Seven'maides 
[ are allowed for her arrendance;and the beſFand moſt honourable place inchar Sera. + 


glis is allotred to herz As if this great officer had deſigned her for a Queene,, before 


| ends, by arbitrary and unlikely accidents. 


(ontemplations. © 
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the choice of his maſter. Cobh is 

What ſtrange preparation was here for the impure bed of an heathen. Every 
Virgin muſtbe ſixe moneths purified with oyle of myrrhe, and fixe other monerhs 
pertamed with ſweer odors, befides thoſe ſpeciall receirs that wereallowed to each, 
upon their owne election : O God, what care, what coſt 1s requifice to that ſoule | 
which ſhould be addreffed a fir Bride for thine holy and glorious Majeſtie 2 

When we have ſconred our ſelves with the moſt cleanfing oyle of our repen:- | 
rance,and have perfamed our ſelyes with thy beſt graces, and our perfeReſt obedi- | 
ence.it is the onely praiſe of thy mercy,that we may be accepted. 

The other Virgins paſſed rherr probation, unregarded; when Z/thers turne came, | 
chough ſhe required nothing, but rooke what was given her;though ſhe affeted no- 
thing, burbrought that face, thar demeanure, which nature had caſt upon her, no 
eye ſees her without admirarion; the King rakes ſuch pleaſare in. her beauty, that | 
contemningall the other vulgar formes, his choice is fully fixed upon her;All things 
muſt proſper,where God hath intended the ſuccefle: rhe moſt wiſe providence of | 
the Almighty fetches his projects from far; The preſervation and advantage of his 
ownepeople is in hand, for the contriving of this, Yaſbrz ſhall be abandoned; the 
Virgins ſhall be choſen; Eſther onely ſhall pleaſe Ahaſnerus; Mor decai ſhall-diſpleaſe 
Haman; Hamans ruine ſhall raiſe Hordecai : The purpoſes of God cannot be judged 
by his remote actions; onely the accompliſhment (howes his defignes; In the meane | 
time,it pleaſeth him to looke another way,than he moves; and to worke his owne 


None but Efther ſhall ſacceed Yaſh1i; ſhe onely caries the heart of CAbaſueru 
from all her ſexe; The royall Crowne is ſet upon her head;And,as Y aſhri was caſt off 
at a feaſt,ſo,witha ſolemne feaſt ſhall Z#her be eſpouſed; Here wanred no. triumph, 
to expreſle the joy of this great Bridegroome; and thar the world might witnefſe he 
could be no lefle loving.than ſevere;all his Provinces ſhall feele the pleaſure of this 
happy match,in theirtmmunuiries, in their rich gifts. ] 

With what envious eyes doe we think Yafbt:lookt upon her glorious rivall:How | 


doth ſhe now(though too late)ſecretly chide her peeviſh will, that had thus ſtript [0 


her of her royall crowne,and made way for a more happy ſucceffor? Lirrle did ſhee 
thinke herrefuſall could have had fo hainous a conſtruttion : Little did ſhe feare, 
that one word(perhaps not ill meant)fhould have forfeited her huſband, her crown, | 
and all that ſhe was. Who ſo 15not wiſe enough to forecaſt the danger of an offence, | 
or indiſcretion,may have lejfure enough of an unſeaſonable repentance. 

That minde is truly great and noble,that is not changedwith the higheſt proſpe- 
rity; Queene Eſther cannot forget her cozen Mordecai; No pompe can make her 
ſleighr rhe charge of fo deareaKkinſman : In all her royalty, ſhe caſts her eye upon 
him,amoneſt the throng of beholders,bur ſhe muſt not know him; hex obedience 
keepes her in awe,and will not ſuffer her to draw him up with her,to the participa- 
rion of her honor; it troubles her not a little, ro forbeare this duty; but ſhe muſt: It 
is enough for her,that Mordeca; hath commanded her not to be acknowne, who, or | 
whoſe ſhe was. | | 

Perhaps the wiſe Jew feared, thatwhiles her honour was yet green,and unſetled, 
rhe norice of hernation,and the name of a deſpiſed captive might be ſome blemiſh 
roher in thatproud Court; when asafterwards,upon the merit of her cariage, and 
the full poſſeſſion of all hearrs,her name might dignifie her nation, and counter- 
mandall reproches. | | S 


AMordecai was an officer in the Court of Ahaſnerws, his ſervice called him daily to 
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| 


attend in the Kings gate; Much better might he,beinga Jew, ferve a Pagan Maſter, ' 
than hisfoſter-daughter might aſcend ro a Pagans bed. | ) SETFK 4 O41 's 
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_ If the neceſſity or convenience of his occaſions called him to ſerve; his piery | 
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| ment,which yet is notover:- haſtened,oneirher part, Worthy diſpoſitions labouron- 


—— 


 andReligion called him to faithfulneſſe in his ſervice : Two of the Kings Cham- | 


knew what intereſt I haye in Queen Eſther. CEE 


him;bur the new-raiſed favourite of King 4beſuerus, Hamen the fon of Ammedatha | 
| the Agagite?Himm hath the great King inexpeQedly advanced,and fer his ſeat above 
all the Princes that were with him: The gracious reſpe&s of Princes are not alwaies | 


———————— ER | 


berlaines, Bigrhens,and Terifh, conſpire againſt the life of rheir Soveraigne. No 
greatneſle can ſecure from trechery,or violence:He thatruled over millions of men, 
through an hundred and ſeven and twenty Provinces, cannot affure himſelfe from | 
the hand ofa villaine; He that had the power of other mens lives,is in danger of his 
owne. Happy is that man,that is once pofſefied of a crowne incorruptible, unfada- 
ble,referved for him in heaven: no force,notreaſon can reach thither,there can bee | 
no perill of either violence,or forfeiture, | FH 1(G oy 
The likelieſt defence of the perſon of any Prince,is the fidelity of his attendants: 
Mordecai over-heares the whiſpering of theſe wicked conſpirators; & reveales it to 
Eſther, ſhe (as glad of ſuch an opportunity'to commend unto Ahaſnerws the loyaltic ' 
of him whom ſhe durſt bur ſecretly honour) reveales ir to the King; The circums- | 
ſtances are examined,the plot is diſcovered, the trayrors execurted,the ſervice recor- 
ded in the Perſian Annalls. A good foundation is thus laid for Mordecaies advances- | 


ly todeſerve well, leaving the care of their. remuneration, to them, whom it con- 
cernes; It is fit that Gods leaſure ſhould be atteded in allhis defignments;The houre 
is ſet, when Mordecai ſhall be raiſed: If in the meane timethere be an intervention, 
not onely of negleR;but of feares,and dangers, all theſe ſhall make his honour fo 
much more ſweer, more precious, 148 
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a N dijreſpefled by MorDrecGcai. Mor- 


DECAIES meſſage to ESTHER. 


Mordecai te the Kings'gate;and fixes him there : With what in- 
ward contentment did he thinke ofhis ſo royall pupill ? Here I 
fir among my fellowes; little doth the world thinke, that mine 
I adoptedchild fits inthe Throne of Perſia : 'that the great Em- 
22d prefle of the world owes her ſelfe ro me; I might have more ho- | 
Þ© nour, I could not have ſo mnch ſecrer comfort, if all Shuſhar 


hd _ 
-” 

_- - 

S- 

o = 


-Whiles his hearr is raken up with theſe thoughts, who ſhould: come ruffling by | 


led by merir;but by their owne will; which is ever affe&ted co be ſo-mitth rhe freer; 
as themſelves would be held more great. ian 0 1 00079) D3QNzSO Ut þ 
_ -»Whenthe'Sun ſhines upon the Diall;every paſſenger will belaoking at it; There: | 


knees will bowalone even'to forbidden Idolls of honour; how: rhuch-more-where, | 
royall authority injoynes obeiſance? All the ſervants, all che ſubjefts of King:Abe-. | 
[nerus are willingly proftrare before rhis grear mignon of their Soverargne z :onely: 
Moy dirai ſtands ſtiffe,as if be faw nothing more thar) a man in that protd;Agegaty. ci; 

They are'nat obſervedthat doe as themoſt; but:if any one min thallivary:trom! 


the mulrieede.all eyes are tired upon him: Mordecares tellow-officers note this pal-. | 


xpoſtulate ir;}Y/by tr anſgreſſeft.thou the Kings. cominangermentid! 


| mes,whoim thou refuſeſt+6 adore,burthe King in hid: Neither doe wee regard iſo 


 pableirreverence,and <Ip9 Why #7 4%, ne Kt Vi 
| Confidereſt thou riot tow! farre chis affront reacherh?. Ir is not the perſon: pk#yr'- | 


much the man, as.che commited; Lethimbe never fovite whom che King bids 10] 


| | IN IINGR diſpence wichonrloyaley; i ).n 


be honoured; with whar ſafety 'tag/a ſubjeRtexaminerhe charge,or reſiſt it > -fsun| 
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needed no-command of reverence.where 4haſuerus was pleaſed troicountenancebAll |: | 
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2 Efides the charge of his office, the care of Efthers proſperity cals [rther 3.4; 
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 Whata dangerous wilfulneſſe ſhould it be to incurre the forteirure, of thy place, 
of thy life fora curteſie ? If thou wiltnot bow with others, expect to. ſuffer alone; 
perhaps(rhey thought) this omiſſion wasunheedy; ina caſe of ignorance, or inco- 
gitancie, it was a friendly office to admonitſh; the ſight of the errour. had been the 
remedy. { 


with ſilence; as willing they ſhould imagine, his inflexiblenefſe proceeded from a 


| 
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HMordecai heares their challenge, their advice; and thinkes good to anſwer both, 
reſolution; and that reſolution upon ſome ſecret grounds, which he needed not im- 
part : at laſt yer he imparts thus much : Lerir ſutfice,that Tama Jew, and Hawmay an 
Amnalckite. | 2 Dat 

Aftera private expoſtulation,the continuance of that open neglect is conſtrued 
for a ſallen obſtinacie; and now, the monitors themſelves grow ſenſible of the con- 
rempt : Men are commonly impatient to loſe the thanke of their indeavours, and 
are prone to hate whom they cannor reforme. Partly therefore to picke a thanke, 
and partly to revenge this contumacy, theſe officers turne informers againſt Morde-. 
cai,neither meant tomake the matter fairer than irwas;they tell Hamas how proud 
and ſtubborne a 7ew fate amongſt them, how ill they: could brooke fo fancy an af. 
front ro be offered to his greatneſfle; how ſeriouſly they had expoſtulared, how ſto- 
mackefully the offender perſiſted; and beſeech him,that he would be pleaſed in his 
next paſſage,tocaſt ſome glances that way,and but obſerve the faſhion of that jnto- 
lerable infolency. 

The proud Agagite carinot longendure the very expeRation of ſuch an indigni- 
ty; On purpoſe doth he ſtalke thither, with higher than his ordinary ſteps; ſnuffing 
up the aireas he goes,and would ſee the man,thar durſt deny reyerence to the grea- 
teſt Prince of Perſs4. | IR YE 

Mordecai holds his old poſture;onely he:1s ſo much mare careleſle, as he fees Ha- 
man more diſdainefull.and imperious; neither ofthem goes abour to hide his paſſt- 
on; one lookt as if he ſaid, hate the pride of Hamer; the other look, as if he faid, I 
will plague the'contempr of Mordecai: how did the eyesof Hamas fparkie with fury, 
andas it were dart out deadly beames inthe face of that deſpighttall7aw7How did 
he ſwell with indignation; and then againe waxepale with anger 2 ſhogtly, his very. 


k. 


brow and his motion bad Mordece; leok for theutmoſt of revenge.” 37 4 (> 
[7s can Guple 
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"Mordecai forefees his danger,and contemnes it; no frgwnes,no thr 


the'ſoule; even whiles they are moſt (ejghred by careleſſphearts; ; 1 © |: 


Inwhataflame of wrath doth Hamanlive this whilei?. whereyith,hee could not- 


but have conſumed his ownehearr,had he natgiven.ventto.that rage in his aſſured. 


purpoles of revenge : Great mens anger is hke ta:themſetyas,ſtrongy fierce, ambitl-' 
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This were but a vulgar amends; Poore men can kill where they hate, and expiate 
cheir owne wrong, with the life of a ſingle enemy : Hamens fury ſhall fly an higher 
pitch; Millions of throares are few enow tobleed for this offence : It is a ew that 
hath deſpighted him, all the whole nation of the lewes ſhall periſh for the ſtomach 
of this one : The Monarchy of the world wasnow in the hand of the Perſian;as 1udea 
was within this compaſle,fo there was ſcarce a ewupon earth, without the verge of 
the Perſian dominions: The generation,the name ſhall now die ar once;Neither ſhall 
there be any memory ofthem,bur this; There was a people, which having beene fa- 
mous through the world,for three thouſand, foure hundred and foureſcore yeares, 
were ina moment, excind by the powerof Heman for default of a curteſie. 

Perhaps, that hereditary grudge,and oldantipathy, that was betwixr Iſrael, and 
cAmalek,ſtucke ſtill inthe heart of this Agagite; he might know that God had com- 
manded /ſ7«c{to root out Amalek from under heaven; and now therefore an Amale- 
kite ſhall be ready to take this adyantage againſt 1/7ae/, It is extreame injuſtice to 
dilate the puniſhment, beyond the offence; and to enwrap thouſands of innocents 
within the treſpafſe of one : How many that were yet unborne when Haman was un- 
faluted,muſt rue the fact they lived not to know ? How many millions of /ewes were 
then living,that knew not there was a Mordecar ? all of them are fetchr into one 
condition,and muſt ſuffer,ere they can know their offence. Oh the infinite diſtance 
betwixtthe unjuſt cruelty of men,and the juſt mercies ofthe Almighty; Even Cai- 
phas himſelfe could lay, 1t # better that one man diegthan that all the people ſhould periſh ; 
| andhere Hamas can ſay, It i better that all the people ſhould periſh than that one man 
ſhould die. Thy mercy,O God,by the willing death of one that had nor ſinned;hath | 
defrayed the juſt death of a worldof ſinners : Whiles the injurious rigoar of a man, 
for the ſuppoſed fault of one, would deſtroy a whole nation, that had not offended : 
Itis trae,that by the ſin of one,death raigned over all; but it was, becauſe all ſinned 
in that one:had not all men been in Adam,all had not falne in him,al had nor diedin | 
him; It wasnot the man,but mankinde that fell into ſin.and by fin, into death : No | 
man can complaine of pumiſhment,whiles no man can exempt himſelfe from the | 
| tranſpreſſion : Unmercifull Hamen would haye imbrued his hatids in that blood, 
which he could not but confefſe innocent. 

Ir is a rare thing, if the height of favour cauſe not preſumption; Such is Hamans | 
greatneſſe, that he takes his deſigne for granted.ere it can receive a motion; The fit- | 
Teſt dayes for this great maſlacre,are determined by the lots of their common divi- 
nation; according whereunto, Haman chooſeth the houre of this bloody ſuit; and | 
now,wairzd on by opportunity,he addrefſerth himſelfe to King Ahaſuerus. T here & | 
4 certaine people ſcatiered abroad,and diſperſed among the people,in allthe Provinces of the | 
Kingdome,and their lawes are divers from all people ;, neither keepe they the Kings lawes, | 
therefore it & not for the Kings profit to ſuffer them; If it pleaſe the King, let it be written | 
that they may be deſtroyed and Iwill pay ten thouſand talents of ſilver tothe hands of the of- | 
ficers, Wich what cunning hath this man couched his malice?He doth not ſay, There 
152 Jew that hath affronted me,let me be avenged of his nation;this rancour was too: 
monſtrous to be confeſſed; perhaps this ſuggeſtion might haye bred in the mind of | 
Abaſuerxs a conceit of Hamans i|| nature,and intolerable itmmanity;bur his pretgnces | 
are plaufible,and ſuch as drive at no other, than the publike good; Every word hath: | 
his inſinuation,1t & 4 ſcattered people;were the nation intire, their maintenance could |' 
not but ſtand with the Kings honour ; but now ſince they: are bur ſtraglers, as their | 
loffe would be inſenfible,fo their continuance,and mixture cannot bur be prejudich; | 
all:It was not the fault, it was the miſery of theſe poore /ews,that they were diſper-: | 
| ſed;and now their diſperſion is made anargument of their excirpation,; therefore. | 
muſt they be deſtroyed, from the earth, becauſe they were ſcattered overthe earth.'| 
As good, fo evils draw on eachother; That which ſhould plead for pitry in the well | 
affeFed.isa motive tocruelty in ſavage mindes. Seldome ever hath extremity: of: | 


miſchiefe ſcized,where cafieraffiitions have not been billered before; o®@©@©©& i'Þ 
All Aichfull 7ews had wont to ſay uhto God, Have mercy upon u5,0 God, and ſave in, | 
for our ſoule is full of contempt, and we are ſcattered amongſt the htathtns and here 
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(Ccontemplations. L1s.X XI: 
this enemy can ſay of them, to Ahaſverus, Deſtroy them for they are ſcattered, Root | A 
them our, for they are contemned; How much better1s it to fall into the hands of | 
God,chan of men; ſince that which whers the ſword of men,workes commiſeration | 
in the Almighty : Beſides the diſlipation of the perſons, Their lawes are diver; from 
all people : All other people live by thy lawes,they onely by their owne : and how 
can this ſingularity oftheir faſhions, but breed diſorder, and inconvenierice 2 Did 
they livein ſomecorner of the earth apart, the difference in Religion andpoyern- 
mentcould not import much; now, that they are diſperſed amongſt all thy hb- 
je&s, what doe theſe uncouth formes of theirs, bur teach all the world to bee irre- 
cular? Why ſhould they live under thy protection, that will not be governed by 
thy lawes ? | 4 | 
Wicked Haman | what were the lawes of 1ſrael,bat the lawes of God ? if this be a 

quarrell,whart ſhall the death of the Jewes be other,chan martyrdome? 

The diverſiry of judgement,and practice from thereſt of the world hath been an 
old,and env:.us imputation caſt upon Gods Church : What if we be fingled from 
others, whiles we walk with God? In marrers lawfull,arbitrary,indifferent, wiſdome 
teacheth us to conforme our ſelves toallothers; but where God hath lard a ſpeciall 
impoſition upon us,we muſt either vary, or fin : The greateſt glory of 1ſr2el was | 
their lawes, wherein they as far exceeded all other nations,as heaven is above earth; 
yet, here their lawesare quarrelled, and aremade the inducements of their deſtry.. 
Aion; It isnot poſſible that the Church of God ſhould eſcape perſecution, whiles 
. thar which irhath good is maligned ; whiles thar offends which makes it happy. 

Yet,that they have lawes oftheir owne, were not ſo unſufferable, if withall,they 
did obſerve thine,O King;but theſe 7ewes,as they are unconformable, fo they are ſe- 
ditious : They keep not the Kings lawes : Thouſſandereſt, Haman;they could not keep 
| their owne lawes,if they kept not the Kings; for their lawes call rhem to obedience 
unto their Soveraignes:and adjudge hell to the rebellious : In all thoſe hundred and 
ſeven and twenty Provinces,King Ahaſnerws hath no ſabjets, but them, They obey 
out of conſcience,others out of feare : why are they charged with thar, which they 
| doe moſt abhorre? Whatcan bethe ground of this crimination ? Ahaſuerxs com- 
manded all knees to bow to Haman; A Iew onely refuſes; Malicious Hamar ! He that 
refaſed to bow unto thee,had ſufficiently approved his loyalty ro Ahaſuerus;, CA ba- 
facrushad not beenyif Xordecai had not been a good ſubje&t; Hath the King nolaws, | 
but what concerne thine adoration ? Setafide Religion (wherein rhe Jew is ready to 
preſent if nat afive, yet paſſive obedience) and name that Perſian law, which a /ew | 
dares breake: EE 4 | 

.' AsI never yet read,or heard of a conſcionable 7/raelite,that hath not paſſed un- 
der this calumniation,ſfoI cannot yeeld him a true 1/rael;te,that deſerves it. 

. Invaine doth he prgfeſſe to acknowledge a God,in heaven, that denies homage to 
| his deputy,on xarth. Sa et #> | 
- It's not for the Kings profit to ſuffer them. Worldly hearts are not led by good, or 
 evil,but by profit,or loſſe;neither have theygrace toknow that nothing is profitable 
' but what is honeſt, nothing fo deſperately incommodious, as wickedneſle ; They 
 muſt,needs offendby rule that meaſure all things by profit, and: meaſure profit by 
their imagination. How eafie is it to ſuggeſt ſtrange untruths, when there is no bo- 
dy to make anſwer?Falſe Haman,how is it not for the Kings profit to ſiffer the Iews? 
If thou conſtrue this profit;for honour,theKings honoaris in the multitude of ſub- 
 J<ts,and what people more numerous than they? If for gaine,the Kings profit is in 
{. the largeneſſe of his Tributes; and what people are more deep in their payments? 
Tffor fervice, whar people are more officions? How can it ſtand withthe Kings pro- 
| fir to bereave himſelfe of ſubjects, his ſabjefts of their lives, his Exchequer. of their | 

tributes,his State of their defence > Hee is a weake' polititian: that Knowes not to 
gaild over theworſt projet,with a pretence of publike uriliry. No name under 
heaven hath made ſo many fooles,ſo many villaines,as this of profit. ' | 
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_ - Laſtly,as 4haſ#eru reapes nothingbur difprofit by the lives of the |7ewes, ſo hee | 
| ſhall reape noſmall profitbytheirdeaths : 1 wil pay ten thonſand talems of ſilver 10 | 


Ci 
$* 
P LD bd 


ee... A. th __ 
"_— A. 
a _d — em od 
cn. = 0 . = avk = — ——_— 
_ O00 ® 4 ect] S ® TT. 


To. 44: 
f = 


"Lis. XXI. Haman diſreſpetted, — 


| 


A \ the Kings treaſurie for thi execution, If revenge were notvery ſweer to. the walici- | 
ous man,he could not be content to purchale it at ſo high a rate; How doe wee ſee 


—— 


daily thar the thirſt hereof caries men to a riotous prodigality of eftare,body,ſoule? 
Cruell Hamanlifthou couldft have fwimmed ina whole Sea of lewiſh blood , if 
thou couldl(t have raiſed mountaines of their carcaſſes; if thou couldſt have made all 
Perj14 thy ſhables, who would have given thee one farching for al thoſe piles of fleth,- 
for all thoſe ſtreames of blood ? yea who would not rather have been ac charge for 


buy at ten thouſand talents? Ic were an happy thing, if charity could enlarge irſelfe, 
but ſo much as malice; if the preſeryationof mankinde could be ſo much beholden 


4 


to our bounty,as the deſtruction. 

Now when all theſe are laid together, the baſeneſſe and difperſedneſſe of the peo- 
ple,the diyerſitie ofthe lawes,the irregularity of their government, the reþellion of 
their practice,the inconvenience of their toleration,the gaine of their extirpation ; 
what could the wit or art of man deviſe more infinuative,more likely to perſwade ? 
How could it be but Ahaſaerus muſt needs thinke (ſince hee could not ſuſpe& the 


ground of tliis ſuir;,) What a zealous patriot have I raiſed, tharcan be content to buy | 


off the incommodity of the State,at his owne charge? How worthy is he rather of 
the aide both of my power and purſe?why ſhould I be fee'd to eaſe my Kingdomes 
of rebells : The ſilver i given to thee,the people alſo, to doe with them as ſeemeth good to 
thee : Withour all delay,the ſecretaries are called ro write the warrants, the Kings 


ring is given to ſeale them, the Poſts are ſent out to cary them into all Provinces ; | 


The day is ſet wherein all rewes,of all ages,of both ſexes, rhorow the hundred and 
ſeyen and twentie Provinces of the King, ſhall bee ſacrificed to the wrath of Ha- 
man. | 


in the one,his favour in the other is roo impotent : He isnot a worſe.huſband than a 
King; the bare word of Hamas is enough to kill ſv many ſubjes : No diſpoſition 
can be more dangerous in great perſons,than violence of affetion mixt with credu- 


liry. Oh the ſeeming inequality of humane conditibns : The :King and Haman [ate | 
downeto drinke , but the Citte of Shuſhan was perplexed': It is a. wotull thing to ſee | 
great ones quaffe the reares ofthe epprefled; and ro heare them make muſicke of 


ſhriekes. Ties. 

With what lamentation doe we thinke all the Synagogues of Tewes thorow the 
world received this fatall meſſage of their proclaimed deſtrh&ion ? Hpw doe they 
bemone themſelves,cach to other ? How doe their conjoyned cries fill heaven, and 
earth ? Burt above all, what ſack-cloth and aſhes could ſuffice wofull £2407decai, rhar 
found in himſelfe the occaſion of all this ſlaughter? What ſoule could be capable of 
more bicterneſſe,than he felt? Whiles he could not bat think, Wretched man thar I 


am; Ir is I,that have brought all this calamity upon my nation; Iris I,that have been | 


the ruine of my people : woe is me that ever I put my felfe inco the Court,into the 


ſervice of a Pagan; how unhappy was I to caſt my ſelte into theſe ſtraits,thar I muſt | 


either honour an Agagite,or draw a vengeance upon /ſrael? Yet how could I ima- 
gine,that, the flame of Hamazs rage would have broke our ſofarre > might that re- 
venge have determined in my blood, how happy ſhould T have been ? now, I have 
brought death upon many thonſands of innocents, that cannot know wheretore they 
diez Vhy did I not hide my ſelfe racher from the place of that proud Amalekite? 


Why didI ſtand outin conteſtation with ſo over-powerfull an etiemy ? Alas,no | 
man of 1/-ae/ſhall ſo much as live to curſe me,onely mine enemies ſhall record my | 
name with ignominie,and ſay, Mordecai was the bane of his nation. Oh, that my | 


zeale ſhould have referved me for ſo heavy a ſervice | Where now are thoſe vaine 


didI hope by this undue meanes to raiſe my ſelfe andmy people ? Yea, is not this 


carnall preſumption the quarrell that God hath againft me > Doe I hot therctore | 
ſmart fr6 theſe Pagans, for thar I ſecretly affected this uncircumciſed alliance?How- } 


| the avoiding of the annoyances of thoſeſlaughtered bodies, which thou offereſt to | 


| ambitions, wherewith Ipleaſed my ſelfe inthis great match of her? How fondly 


| 


| 


Inall the cariage of Ahaſnerws, who ſees not roo rnuch headdineſſe of paſſion? | 
Y afhti is caſt off for a trifle; the Jewes are given tothe ſſanghrer for nothing, his rage | 
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COPE I Innes 


| whiles ſhe heares of his aſbes; True friendſhip transformes ns into the condition of 


- Contemplations. 


a es, 


Tever ir be, yer;O God what have thy people done? Ob lex it be thy juſt mercy |A 


that] may periſh alone | 


in the Court of heaven, is here excluded from the preſence of this earthly royaltie : 
A-broken and a contrite heart ,0 God thou wilt not aeſpiſe. $4 

Neither did it a lictle adde to the ſorrow of Mordecas, to heare thebitter inſulta- 
tions of his former monitors : Did we not adviſe thee better 2 Did we not fore-admoniſh 
thee of thy danger ? ſee now the iſſue of thine obſftinacie - now ſee, what it is for thine 
earthen pitcher to knock with brafſe ? now,where 1s the man that would needs con- 
teſt with Hamay ? haſt thou not now brought thy matters to a faire paſſe 2 Th y ſto. 
macke had long owedthee a ſpight,and now it hath paid thee; who can pirty thy 
wilfulneſſe > ſince thou wouldeſt needs deride our counſell, wee will take leave to 
laugh at thy ſackcloth. Nothing bur ſcornes and grietes, and terrors preſent them- 
ſelves ro miſerable Mordecai. All the externall buffers of adverſaries were ſleight | 
to the wounds that he hath made,and felt in hisowne heart. 

The perpetuall intelligences that were cloſely held berwixe Zfher and Mordecai, © 
could not ſuffer his publike ſorrow ro be long concealed from her; The newes of his 
ſackcloth afflitsher ere ſhe can ſuſpett the cauſe; her crown doth bur clogherhead, 


_—_—= 


thoſe we love; and if it cannot raiſe them to our cheerefulneſſe,drawes us downeto 
their dejection : Faine would ſheuncaſe her foſter-fatherof theſe mournfull weeds; | 
and change his ſackcloth for tiſſue; that yet,at leaſt, his cloathes might not hinder 
his accefle to her preſence, for the free opening of his griefes. 


It is but a ſleight ſorrow rhat abides to take in outward comforts; Mordecai re- | 


fuſes that kinde offer; and would have Eſther ſee tharhis affliction was ſuch, as that | 
he mighr well reſolve to put off his ſackcloth and his ſkin at once ; thar hee muſt | 


The good Queene isaitoniſht with this conſtant humiliation of ſo deare afriend:; 
and now ſhe ſends Hatach,a truftie(though a Pagan)atrendanr, ro inquire into the 
occaſion of this ſo1rremediable heavineſſe: Ir ſhould ſeeme Eſther inquired not 
greatly into matters of State; thatwhich perplexedall Shaſhas, was not yet knowne 


might concerne her,and therefore had forborn the relation: Mordeca: firſt informes | 
her,by her mefſenger,of the decree that was gone out againſt all her nation, of che 


edfor their heads,and delivers the copy of that bloody Edidt; charging her, now, if 
ever,to beſtirher ſelfe; and to improve all her love,all her power with King C44haſs- 


erus,in a ſpeedy and humble ſapplication for the favingof the life (nor of himſelfe 6 
much,as)of her people. IR prima 


It was tydings able toconfound a weake heart: and hers, fo much the more, as 


Mordecai n minde of that,which alltheKings ſervants & ſubjects knew well enough 
that the Perſian law made it no lefſe than death for whomſoever, man, or woman, 


all ſcepterextented,could keep that preſumptuous oftender from the grave.For her, 
thirtie dayes were now paſſed ſince ſhe was calledin to the King; an intermiſſion, 


my(perhaps his Agagrte)may have ſethim off; or wherher ſome more -pleafing ob- 
ject may have laid hold on his eyes; whatever it might be, this abſence could not 


Lt * XX1, | 


In theſe ſad thoughts did Hordecai ſpend his heart,whiles he walked mournf,t.. | 
ly in ſackcloth, before that gate, wherein ke was wont ro fit; now his habit bar his 
 approch; no ſackcloth mightcome within the Court : Loe,that which is welcomeſ 


monrne to dearth rather than ſee her face to live. | 


to her; her followers, not knowing her tobe a eweſſe,conceived not how the newes | 


day wherein they muſt all prepare to bleed, of the fammme which Hamas had profer- | 


ſhee could apprehend nothing bur impoſlibility of redrefſe : ſhee needs bur to put | 
that ſhould preſſe into the inner court of the King,uncalled. Nothing but the roy- | 


chat might bs juſtly ſuſpicious; Whether the heare of his firſt affetion were thus j 
ſoone (of it ſe]fe) allayed towards her; or whether ſome ſuggeſtions of a ſecretene- | 


bur argue ſome ſtrangeneſſe,and this ſtrangenefſe muſt needs imply a danger in her | | 


| 


2 PY td, — — A 4 " _ 
nd 


bold intruſion : Shee could bewaile therefore, ſhe could not hope to remedy this 
difmall day of her people. [This anſwer in the cares of Mordeca; founded truth; but 
weakneſſe; neither can herake up with ſo feeble a returne; Theſe occaſions require 
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Lis. XXI. 


Haman diſreſpefted, 5c. 


C) 


other ſpirirs,ocher reſolutions, which-muſtbe quickened bya wore-irrino revkie 
| De qui 1 by a wore-ſtirring rephie : 
T hinke not with ihy ſelfe that then ſhalt eſcapein the Kings houſc,orethan all FT. 4-6-2 


| For if thor altogether holdeſt thy peace at this time then ſhall there inlatgement and delrve- 


rance ariſe to the Iewes from another place,but thou and thy fathers hoa(e ſhall be a: 
And who knoweth whether tho art os to 1 Kingdome FLW a 2 4 ry wy 
The expectation of death had not quailed the ſtrong heart of faithful c3rordecai: 
even,whiles he mournes, his zeale droops nor; there could have beenno life in thar 
breſt,which this meſſage could not have rouzed. 


What then? is it death that thoufeareſt in thisattempt of thy ſupplication; what 


other than death awaits thee in the negle& of it? there is bur this difference,ſue,and 


- 


| thou maiſt die,ſue not,and thou muſt die : what blood haſt thou bur lewiſh > andif 
theſe unalterable Edidts exempt no living ſoule,what ſhall become of thine ? and | 
canſt thou be ſo vainely timerous,as to die for feare of death ? ro Prefer certainty of 


danger,before a poſſibility of hopes? Away with this weake cowardiſe unworthy 
of an I1ſraclitt, unworthy of a Queen : But if faint-heartedneſſe or private reſpe&s 
ſhall ſealeup thy lips,or withhold thine hand fromthe aide of thy people; if thou 
canſtſofarneglect Gods Church, know thou that God will not neglet ir;ir ſhallnsr 
bein the powerof Tyrants to root outhis choſen ſeed; thar holy one of 1/74el ſhall 
rather worke miracles from heayen.than his inheritance ſhall perith upon earth? 
and howjuſt ſhall ir then be for that jealous God,to take vengeance upon thee, and 
thy fathers houſe for this cold unhelpfulneſſe to his diſtreſſed Church ? Suffer mee 
therefore toadjure thee by all that tenderneſle of love,wherewith I have trained up 
thine orphane infancie; by all thoſe deare and rhankfull reſpe&ts which thou haſt 
vowed to me againe; by the Name of the God of 1ſ7ae! whom we ſerve, that thou 
awaken and ſtirre up thine holy courage,anddare to adventure thy life, for the ſa- 


which our progenitors could little expe&; why;ſhouldſt,thou be. wanting to him, 


pur this very act intothe intendment of thine exaltarien ,'having on purpoſe thus 
ſeaſonably hoyſed thee up to the throne,that thou maiſt reſcue his poore Church 


from anurter rune? = - © E 
-- Ohthe admirable faith of Mordeca;,that ſhines thorow. all theſe cloudes, andin 


| the:thickeſtof rheſe fogges,deſcries a chearefull glimpſe of deliyerance; He ſaw the | 


of their common deſtruction enated;he knew the Perſian decrees to be unalter- 


with Gods covenanted affurances to his Chnrch,that he thorow the midſt of thoſe 


” 


It is quarre[[evough againſt any perſon,or community not to have been aidfull 


- I" 
—_— 


tothe diſtreſſes of Gods people. Not to ward the blow, if we may, is conſtrued for 
little better than ſtriking. Till wehaye tryed our utmoſt,we know not whether we 
have done that we carne for; ; ones fn _ 

\ / Mordecat hath ſaid enough; Theſe words have ſo put anew life into Efber, that 
ſhe is reſolute to hazard the dld; Goe gather together all the Tewes that are preſent in Shu- 
ſhim, avd faft ye for me,aud neither cate nor drinke three dayes, night or day; 1 alſo and -my 


| niBidens will faſt likewiſe,and ſowill I goe in wnto the King (which is not according to the 


taw) and if 1 petiſh,-1 periſh, Hexoicall thougtits doe well befir great adtions. - Life 
cannever bebetter adventured; than-whefe it ſhall be gaine to leeſe 17. 


| »2sPhere canbeno law againſt the humble deprecation ofevils; whereirhe neceſſity 


of Gods Church calls 'rous, nodanget ſhould with-hold us from all honeſt meanes 


| vÞreliefe.: Deep bumiliarions muſt make way for the ſaccefſe of great enterpriſes, 
| weare moſt capable of mercy, when we are throughly emprie : A ſhort hunger 
| doth but whetthe dpperite pur ſo long an abſtinence meers deathhalfe way,to pre- 
| yensir;Wellmay they injoyne ſbarpe penancesunto'othets, who prattile. it 


themſeclyes,. | | > 


f. ſ | 
oy noH Th 


ving ofmany;It hath pleaſed the;Almighty to raiſe thee np to that height of honor, 


that harh been ſo bountifull torhee? yea,why ſhould I tor thinke- thar God hath | 


able;bur,withall,be knew there was a Meflias to come; hee was; ſowell acquainted | 
bloody reſolutions foreſees indemnity to 7ſ7aed;rather truſting the promiſes of God, | 


thaniche threats of men. This is the victory that overcomesall the'feares, ard fury 
| ofthe world.even our faith; , af! 
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li 344 | ah. 7 
0 [| | Tr was the face of Efher that muſt hope to win Abeſveriv, yet tharſhall bee ma.  , 
Wit cerated with faſting, that ſhee may previle. A carnall heart would have pampered bp”: 
(th, | ' the fleſh,thatit mightallure thoſe wantoneyes; ſhee pines'ir, that ſhee may pleaſe, 
HF | | God,and not ſhe,muſt worke the heart of the King; Faith teaches her rather ro 
Het | | traſt herdevorions, than her beauty. hy 
1\g l 
4} 
708. Eſther ſuing to Abaſuerus. | 
1 000 46 | | 
mm Vs | | | F007 - 
', * ANY. «JH E Jewes are cafily intreated to faft,who had received inthem- | B 
+ MN \ Eſther, 58 ſelves the fentence of death; what pleaſure could they take in 
BR 411 7, \ AN» meate,thatknow what day they mnſt eate theirlaſt? Thethree 
1 ORna | AS, dayes of abſtinence are expired; now Eſther changes her ſpirits, | | 
| OT | | 25H No leſſe than her clothes; Who that ſees that face, and that ha» | 
\ "BO-AITE bit,can ſay ſhe had monrned,ſhe had faſted? Never did her roy. 
: 00068 | >_4allapparell become her ſo well. That God before whom ſhee | 
WR Hed "had humbled her ſelfe,made her ſo much more beaarifulLes ſhe * 
BIA 1V1 Bi had been more deje&ed; And now,with a winning confidence, ſhe walkes into the 
' [RTE 1 mner court of the King,and puts her ſelfe into thar forbidden preſence : as if ſhee 
| ERTIER aid, Here Iam with my lite in my hand,if irpleaſe theKing to take it,itisready for | (+ 
No NOR him; Yaſþti,my predeceffor,forfaited her place for not comming when ſhe was cal- 
i 1h TAR led; Efther ſhall now hazard the forfeiture of her life, for comming when ſhe is not | 
MANO2Nh 6-tf called: Ir is neceſſity,nor diſobedience that hath put me upon this bold approach, | 
[ PHonet | | according to thy conſtruftion, O King, I doe either live or die; either ſhall be wel- 
"ITN | - | come. The inexpectednefſe of pleafing objeAs makesthem many times the more | 
{I ISAER | acceptable : The beautifull countenance, the gracefull demeanour, and goodly pre- 
i | LD | ſence of Efther,have ho ſooner taken the eyes,than they have raviſhed the heart of | 
ken. 'f 1 | King Ahaſnerus : Love hath ſoon baniſhed all dreadtulnefſe; 4nd the King held ont t0 
|: WR | Efther the golden ſcepter that wa in his hand; Moderate intermiſſion is fo farre from 
Wy} | | cooling the affe&ion, that it inflames it: had Efher been ſeen. every day,perhapsthat | | 
Wes, | farietie had abated of the height of her welcome; now,three andthirty dayes rett- | 
i INT 1 rednefle hath indeared her more to the furfered eyes of 4baſuerns. | .. Slds 4 -: 
4! | 1 - Had not the golden Scepter been heldout,where had Queen Eſther been? The | 
l (HAR | Perfian Kings affected a ſterneawfulneſſe to their ſabjets; Tr was death' ro; felict 
0124088 | them,uncalled; How fafe,how eafie,how happy a thing it is.ro have to doe with the | 
(4 1 King of heayen,who is ſo pleaſed with our acceſſe, that he ſolicits furors; who,as hee | 
'{ ({\Y 15 umnweartable with our requeſts,ſo is infinit in hisbeneficences! kj 
W _ *: How gladly doth Efher touch the top of that Sceprer;by which ſhe holds her life? 
| nd now,whiles ſhe thinkes it well that ſhe may live, ſhe receives beſides pardon 
fayour : What wilt thou, Queen Eſther and what « thy requeſtd'it ſhall be gives thee, euch 
to the halfe of the Kingdome. Commonly when we feare:moſt; we Ipetd beſt ; God | | 
then moſt ofal{ magnifies his bounty to us, when we'have mofteffticted'onr ſelves. | E 
Over-confident expeationsare ſeldome bur difappoinred; whileshumble ſuſpiti- 
ons goe laughing away : It was thebenefir and ſafery:of but one peece of the Kinge | - 
dome that Zfher comes rofae for,and behold Abeſnerms offers her' the free power 
of the halfe : He that gave Hamay.at the firſt word,rhe livesof all. his:dewiſh ſubjedts, 
15 ready to give Efther halfe his Kingdome;ere ſhe aſke:'Now ſhe isno-lefſe awgzed | 
atthe loving munificenceof Ahaf#erw;rhan ſhe was before afraid of his auſterity; 
| : he Kings heart sinthe hand of the Lord;as the rivers of water ;he tutnevbit mhereſacucr 
| Ee Wit, 38-4 CD NIG91T33 JI SV IE ES TY 1 2Idgdgrd Nom 936 wr | 
| Iris not goodto ſwallow favours toogreedily,; leſt they eitherichoke us iri-the 
| paſſage,or prove hard of digeſtion. The wiſe Queen; however ſheemight/ſceme-to 
| | have a faire opportunity offered to her ſuir,findes it not good to omg 6 | |] 
Jew eee a a ee ne ot nagenty | 


Lt B. A XI. 


—— —— 


—C- 


4 es tt 


Py —_—_ 


A  ſaddenly;as defiring by this ſmalldilrion,co prepare the w_ and nel the King 


| his owne heart inenvy at thy grearneſſe,bur they rather adviſe of a quick dilparch. 


for ſo importanta requeſt. f | 

Now all her petition ends in abanquer; 7f it ſeeme good unto the King, let the K ine 
and Haman come this day unto the banguet, that I have prepared fer him, It is an eafſo 
favour to receive a {mall courteſie, where we offer to give great. Haman is called 
the King comes to Efhers table; and now bighly pleaſed with his entertaineme nr, 
he himlelfe (olicites her to propound that ſuir, for which her modeſty would but 
durſt not ſolicit him: Baſhfulnefſe ſhall leeſe nothing ar the hand of well-governed 
greatneſſe. | 


Yer ſtill Efthers ſait ſtickes in her teeth,and dares not come forth without 2 fur- | 


therpreface of time,and expeCtation; Another banquet muſt paſſe, ere this reckon- 
Ing can be givenin.Other ſtitors wait long for the delivery of their petition;longer 
for the receirof their anſwer : Here the King is faine ro wair for his ſair : Whe- 
ther Eſthers heart would nor yet ſerve her to conteit wich ſo ſtrong anadyerſary, as 
Haman,without further recolle&tion; or whether ſhe defired ro ger better hold of 
the King,by indearing him with ſo pleaſing entertainments; or whether the would | 
thus ripen her hopes,by working in the minde ofKing Ahaſuerns a fore-conceir of | 
of the greatneſfe, and difficulrie of that ſuir,which was ſo loath ro come forth; or, 
whether ſhe meant rhus to give ſcope to the pride and malice of Hamarn,for his more 
certaine ruine : Howſoever it were,ro morrow isa new day, ſet for Efthers ſecond 
banquer,and third petition. | 

The King is not invited without Hamas ; Favours are ſometimes done to men, 
with a purpoſe of diſpleaſure, Doubtleſſe Hamer taſterh of the ſame cates with his 
maſter;neither could hein rhe forehead of Eſther reade any other characters,thanof 
reſpe&t,and kind applauſe, yet had the then,in her hopes, deſigned him to a juſt re- 


venge. Little do we know, by outward cariages, in what termes we ſtand with ei- * 


ther Godor man. 

Every little wind raiſeth up a babble; How 1s Hamas now exalted in himſelf with 
the fingular graces of Queene Ef her ; and begins to value himſelfe ſo much more, 
as he ſees himſelf higher inthe rate of others opinion. 

Onely ſurly, and ſullen Mordecet 15 anallay to his happineſſe ; No Edi of death 
can bow the knees of that ſtour Jew : yea the norice of that bloody cruelty of rhis 
cAgagite, hath ſtiffned them ſo much the more : Before, he looktat Hamay as an 
Amalekite,now. as a perſecutor. Diſdaine and anger looke out at thoſe eyes, and 
bid thar proud enemy doe his worſt. No doubt, Mordecar had beene liſtening after 
the ſpeed of Queen Efther; how ſhee came 1n to the King, how ſhee was welcom- 
med with the golden ſcepter, and with the more precious words of Ahaſuerus; how 
ſhee had enrerrained theKing, how ſhee pleaſed; the newes had quit his ſack. 
cloth , and raiſed his courage toa more ſcornefull negle& of his profeſſed adver- 


ſary. 


ward councell of his choice friends, togerher wich his wife;makes a glorious report 
of all his wealth,magnificence, height of faveur,both with the King and Q neene; 
and at laſt,after all his ſhun-ſhine,ſets in this cloady epilogue, Tet al thi availeth me 
nothing, ſo long as I ſee Mordecar the lew ſitting at the Kings gate. It is ſeldome ſcene 
that God alloweseven to thegreateſt dearlingsof the world,a perfect contentment ; 
ſomething they muſt have ro complaine of,that ſhall give an unſavory verdure to 
their ſweeteſt morſels; and make their very felicicy, miſerable. 


The wit of women hath wont to be noted for more ſudden and more ſharp. Ze- | 
| reſh the wife of Haman ſers on feot that morion of ſpeedy revenge, which 1s ap- 
planded by the reſt. Ler « galiowes be made of fiftie cubits high, and 10 morrow, ſpeake | 


—— 


thouto the King that Mordecai may be hanged: thereon; rhen goe thou in merily with the 
King, untothe banquet. 1 doenot heare them ſay; Beparient awhile, thou haſt alrea- 


dy ſet Mordecai his laſt day; the monerh Adar will not be long in comming; the de- | 


termination of his death hath made him deſperate, let him in the meane-time eate 


Malice 


Tn 


Haman cemes home,I know not whether more full of pride,or ofrage;calls an in- | 
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Efther, 6: 
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( ontemplations TH 


| Malice is a thing full of imparience,and hates delay of execution, next nnto mercy. 


\ but the hypocrifie of mirth. How happy were it for us,if we could bee fo zealonſly 


Ers. XXT. 1 


4 


| Whiles any grudge lies at the heart,it cannot be freely cheerfull. Forced ſmiles axe | 


A 


| 


| carefull toremove the hinderances of our true ſpiritual joy,thoſe ſtubborne corrup. 


tions,that willnot ſtoope to the power of grace. 


Mordecai hononred by Haman. 


== He wit of Zereſh had like to have gone beyond the wit of Efher : | 
RY] NO QA ad not the working providence of the Almighty contrived theſe | 
ZI BEEN events,beyond all hopes,all conceits, Mordecar had been diſparch- 
a> Keg ed,ere Eſthers ſecond banquet. To morrow was the day pitched 
| for both their deſignes; had not the ſtreame beene inexpetedly | 
| turned,in vainehad the Queene blamed her delayes; Mordecaies 
breakefaſt had prevented Efthers dinner: for certainly he that had 
givento Haman ſo many thouſand lives, would never have made daintie, upon the 
ſame ſuir,to anticipateone of thoſe, whom he had condemned to the ſlaughter: Bur 
God meant better things to his Church,and fetches about all his holy purpoſes, af- 
ter a wonderfull faſhion,jn the very inſtant ofopportunity : Hee that keepet h 1[rael, 
and nither ſlumbreth nor ſleepeth,cauſeth ſleep that night to depart from him that had 
decreed to root out Iſrael. Great Ahaſnerwe,that commandedan hundred and ſeven 
and twenty Provinces,cannot commandan houres ſleep. Poverty is rather blefled 
with the freedome ofreſt,than wealth,and power: Cares and ſurfet with-hold that 
from the great, which preſſ-th upon the ſpare diet,and labour of the meaneſt, No- 
thing is more tedious than an eager purſuit of denied ſleepe : which (like to aſha- | 
 dow)flyes away ſo much faſter,as it is more followed : Experience tels us, that this | 


benefit is beſt ſolicited by neglet;and ſooneſt found, when wee have forgotten to 
| feeke it, oh SE 

Whether todeceiye the time,or to beſtow it well, 4haſ#erws ſhall ſpendhis reſt- 
lefle houres in theChronicles of his time. Nothing is more requifite forPrinces,than 


The examination of fore-paſſed ations makes them wiſe;of events, thankfull, and 
cautelous, | | 


| ſenſible ſway of Providence : Our moſt arbitrary or caſuall ations are oyer-ruledby 
; a hand in heaven, 
| The Kingnow feeles afrefh the danger of that conſpiraciez and(as great ſpirits a- 
 bide not to {mother or bury good offices)inquires into the recompence of ſo loyall 
| a ſervice, What bonour and dignitie hath been done ts Mordecai for this ? Surely Morde- 
| ca; did but his duty; he had hainouſly finned,if he had not revealed this wicked trea- 
| chery; yet dhaſuerw takes thought for his remuneration : How much rhore care- 
tull art thou,O God of all mercies,to reward the weake obedience of thine (at the 
beſt) unprofitable ſervants? | | 
| That which was intended to procure reſt,ſets it off, King 4haſvers is unquiet in 
j himſelF,to think that ſo great a merit ſhould lie,bur ſo long,negled&ted;neither can he 


to looke back upon their owne ations and events,and thoſe of their predeceflors ; | 


Amongſt thoſe voluminous regiſters of Acts and Monuments, which ſo many | 
{cores of Provinces muſt needs yeeld,the book hall open upon Hordecetes diſco- | 
| very of che late treaſon of the two Eunuches : the reader is turned thirher, by an in- | 


# 


find any peace in himſelt,till he have given order for a ſpeedy retribution: hearing 
therefore by his ſervants,that Hamas was below inthe Court; he ſends for him up, 


O marvellous concurrence of circumſtances, drawne together by the infinite wiſe- 
 dome,and power ofthe Almighty : Who but Hamer ſhould berhe man? And when 
ſhould Hamas be called to adviſe of Mordecaics honour,bur inthe very inſtant, when 


II —_——— _ 
h———_—_— —_ 


toconſyle with him, What ſhould be done to the man whom the Kin delighteth to honour: 


El 


a nn ge /| - 


— 
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he came to ſue for Mordecaies hanging? Had Abaſverus but lept that night; Mordecas | 


had beene that morning advanced fifty cubits higher than the earth. ere 
could have mubrod3s whom he = ohobler: x Senn 

Wharſhall we ſay then to reconcile theſe crofſe-paſſionsin Ahaſnerws ? Before he 
ſigned that decree of killing all the Jewes, he could not but know that a Jew had fa- 
ved his like;and now, after that he hath enacted the ſlaughter of all ewes, as rebels, 
he 1s giving order to honor _ lp his preſeryer.It were ſtrange if great perſons in 
the multitude of their diſtractions ſhould not ler fall ſome incongruities. 

Yer, whocan burthinke that King Ahaſ#erws meant upon ſome ſecond thoughts 
ro make amends ro Mordecai?neither can he chooſe but puttheſe rwo together; The 
Jewes are appointed to death,at the ſuit of Haman;This Mordecat is a Jew;how then 
can I do more grace to him, that hath ſaved my life, than ro command him to be 
honoured by that man who would ſpill his? | 

When Haman heard himſelf calledup to the bed-chamber of his maſter, he thinks 
himſelfe roo happy in ſo early an opportunity of preſenting his ſuir; but yet more 
in the pleaſing queſtion of Ahaſuerus,wherein he could not but imagine that favour 
forced itſelfe upon him with ſtrange importunity;For how could he conceive that 
any intention of more than ordinary honour could fall beſides himſelfe?Selfe-love, 
like toa good ſtomach, drawes to it ſelfe what nouriſhment ir likes, and caſts off 
that which offends it. Haman will be ſure to be no niggard in adviſing thole cere- 
monies of honour, which he rhinkes meant to his owne perſon.Could he have once 
dreamed that this grace had beene purpoſed to any under heaven, beſides himſelfe, 
he had not been ſo laviſhin counſelling ſo pompous a ſhew of exceſſive magnifi- 
cence.Now the Kings own royall apparrell,and his owne Steed is not ſafficient,ex- 
cept the royall Crowne alſo make up the glory ofhim, who ſhall thus triumph in 
the Kings favour. Yer all this were nothing in baſe hands: The aQor ſhall bF the beſt 
part of this great Pageant, Let :his apparel/,and this horſe,be delivered to one of the K ines 
moſt noble Princes,that they may aray the man withall, whom the King dclighteth ts honor, 
and bring him on horſe-backe thorow the flreets of the City, and proclaime before him, thus 
ſhalt it be done to the man whow the King delizghtethto howour. Honour is morein him 
that gives, than him that receivesit : Tobe honouredby the unworthy is little 
better than diſgrace;No meaner perſon will ſerve to attend this 4gazzre,in his ſap- 
poſedgreatneſſe,than one of the nobleit Princes. The ambition is roo high flowne 
that ſeekes glory in the ſervility of equals. | 

The place adds much to theadt; There is ſmall heart in a concealed honour; It is 
nothing,ualeſle the ſtreets of the city Shuſhan be witneſſes of this pompe, and ring 
with that gracious acclamation, | 

The vaine hearts of proud men can eaſily deviſe thoſe meanes , whereby they 
may beſt ſet ourtthemſelyes.Oh that we would equally aftect the meanes of true and 


immortall glory.The heart of man is never ſo cold within him, as when from the | 
heighr of the expeQario,of good,ir falls into a ſudden ſenſe of evill.So did this Aga- | 


gite. Then the King ſaid 10 Haman,make haſte,and take the apparell,and the horſe,as 1hou 
haft ſ#id,and doeven ſoto Mordecai the Tewthat ſitteth at the Kings gate; Let nothing faile 
of all that thos haſt ſaid. How was Haman thunder-ſtricken with this killing word, Do 
thou ſo to Mordeca??I dare fay al the honors that 4haſuerms had heaped upon Haman, 


cannot countervaile thisone vexation : Doubtleſſe,at firſt,he diſtruſts his eare,and | 


then miiſes whether the King be in carneſt; at laſt, when he heares the charge ſo ſe- 
riouſ]y doubled,and findes himſelfe forced te beleeye ir, he begins torhinke, V hat 
meanes this unconceiveable alteration? Is there no man in all the Court of Perſia 
to be pickt our for extraordinary honour,but Mordecar?Is there no man to be pickt 
out for the performance of rhis honour ro him, but Hamas? have I bur one proud 
enemy inall the world, andam I ſingled our to grace him ? Did it gall me tothe 
heart , and make all my happineſſe tedious to me , to ſee thar this Jew would 
not bow to me,and muſt I now bow tohim ? That whichhe would rather die,and 


&rfair thie life of all his nation,than do to me,notwithſtanding the Kings command; 


ſhall I be forced by the Kings command to do unto him ? Yea,did he refuſe togive 
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bur a cap and a knee to my greatneſſe, and muſt I lacquay fo baſe a fellow thorow | 
the ſtreets, muſt I be his herald to proclaime his honor thorow all ShuſhanWhy +] 
Inotlet the King know the inſolent affronts that he hath offered me 2 Why doe 1 | | 
not ſignifie to my Soveraigne, that my errand now was for another kinde of ad- 
vancement to Mordecai ? If Tobtaine not my defired revenge, yet atleaſt,I ſhal pre. 
| vaile ſo farre,asro exempt my ſelfe from this officious attendance upon fo unequall 
| an enemy. And yet,that motion cannot be now ſafe;I ſee the Kings heart is (upon 
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what ground ſoever)bent upon this aCtion;ſhould Itiye off never ſolittle(aftermy 
word ſodire@ly paſſed) perhaps my coldnefle, or oppoſition might be conſtrued as 
fome way ward conteſtation with my maſter:Eſpecially,fince the ſervice that Mor- 
| decai hath done to the King, is of an higher nature, than rhe deſpight which he hath 
done to me.I will, I muſt give way for the time;minehumble yeeldance, (when all | 
the carriage of this buſinefſe ſhall be underſtood)ſhall (I doubt not) make way for | B 
mine intended revenge : MHordecai, T will honour thee now, that by theſe ſteps | | 
Fmay ere long raiſe thee many cubits higher. I will obey the command of my So- 
veraigne inobſerving thee, that he may reward the meritof my loyalty, in thine | 
eXecurion. 
Thus refolved, Hamas goes forth with a face and heart full of diſtraction, full of | | 
confuſion; and addreſſes himſelfe to the attyring, to the attending of his old adyer- | | 
fary,andnew maſter, Mordecai;What lookes do we now thinke were caſt upon each 
other,attheir firſt greeting? their eyes had not forgotten their old language ; Cer- | | 
rainely, When Mordecai law Haman come into the roome where he was, he could 
not but thinke ; This man hath long thirſted for my blood, and now he comes to | 
ferch it; I ſhall norlive to ſee the ſucceſſe of Efther,or the fatall day of my nation: It | | 
was knowne that morning in the Court, what a lofty gibbet Hamaz had provided 
for Mordecai; and why mightit not have come to Mordecates eare 2 What could he 
therefore now imagine other, than that he was called out to that execution? Bur, 
when hee ſfawthe royall robe that Hamas brought ro him ; hethinks, Is it not 
enough forth1s man tokill me,but he maſt mocke me too? What an addition is this 
tothe former cruelty, thus toinſult and play upen my laſt diſtreſie? Bur, when he 
yet ſaw the royall crown ready to be ſeton his head,and the Kings owne hotſe rich- 
ly furniſhed, at his gate, and found himſelfe raiſed by Princely hands, into that roy- 
all ſeat,he thinks what may all this meane? Is it the purpoſe of mine adverſary that 
; ſhall die in ſtate? Would he have me hanged in triumph? Ar laſt, whenhe ſees ſuch 
| a traine of Perſian Peeres attending him,with a grave reverence; and heares Hamas 
© | proclaime before him, Thws ſhall it be done to the man whom the King delighteth toho- D 
norr; finding this pormpe to be ſerious,and well meant,he imagines(in all likelihood) | | 
thar this inexpected change proceeds from the ſuitof his Efher; now he begins to | | 
litrup his head, and to hope well of himfelfe, and his people, and couldnot but fay | | 
within himſelfe,that he had not faſted for norhing.O the wonderous alteration that 
one morning hath made in the Court of Perſia; he that was yeſternight deſpiſed by 
Hamans footmen, is now waited on by Hamay, and all his fellow-Princes; he that 
| yefternight had the homage of all knees bur one, and was ready to burſt for the 
| lacke of that,now doth obeyſance to that one,by whom he was wilfully negleQed; 
; It was not A baſuerws that wrought this ſtrange mutation, itwas the over-ruling | | 
power of the Almighty,whoſe immediate hand would thus prevent Efthers ſuir,that | E| 
he might challenge all the thank to himſelfe. Whiles Princes have their own wills, 
they muſt doe his; and ſhall eitherexalr,or deprefſe according to divine appoint- 
| ment. - | | 
I ſhould commend Hamays obedience in his humble condeſcent to ſo unpleafing 
| and harſh a command of his maſter, were itnor, thateither he durſt doe no other, 
or that he thus ſtoopt for an advantage. Itis a thankleſſe reſpe& that is either for- 
| ced, orfor ends : True ſubje&ion is free and abſolute;our of the conſcience of duty, | 
| not our of feares, or hopes. | ; 
All Shuſhan 15 in amaze at this ſudden glory of Hordecai,and ſtudies how to re- 
conelle this day with the thirteenth of Adar; Mordecai had reafon to hope well ; It 
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likely! puniſhed for his diſobedience? | | 
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conld'nerſtand with the honour oftheKing, ro-kiltbirm whom he ſaw cauſe to £d- 


vance; neither conld this be any other, tharithe beginning of a diirable promotion; 


| otherwiſe, whatrecompence had anhoures riding beene to ſo greae-a ſetvice? :: 


On the other (ide, Hawa droupes,and hath changed paſſions with 4 ordetdi; Nei: 
ther was that Jewever more deepely afflited with'the decreeofhis own death,than 


this Agegite was with that Jeweshonour : How heavy doth itlic at Himins heart, 


that n@-rongue, but his,might ſerve to proclaime Mordecahappy : Even the grea- 
teſt mignonsofthe world muſt have their rurnes of ſorrow. © 7 

| Witha covered head,and a dejefted countenance,doth he haſten home,andlongs 
to impart his griefe,where he had received his advice: It was but cold comfort that 
he finds from his wife Zeriſh,and his friends. 1f Merdecai be of the ſeed of the Iewes, be- 


fore whom thou haſt begun to fall, thou ſhalt not prevaile againſt him, but ſhalt ſurely fall be- 
fore him: Ont of the mouth of Pagans,O God,haſt thou ordained EY 46 thou 


maiſt ftill rhe enemy,and the avenger. What credit hath thy great name won with 
theſe barbarous nations ; that they. can out of all experience make maximes of 
thine nndoubred protettion of thy people, and the certaine ruine of their adverſa- 


ries? Men find nodifference in themſelves, the face of a Jew lookes ſo like other 


mens, that Efther and Mordecai were not (of long) taken for what they were: He 


that madethem, makes the diſtin&ion berwixtthem; ſo as a Jew may fall before a 


Perſian,and get up and prevaile; butifa Perſian (or whoſoever of the Gentiles) be. 


gin to fall before a Jew,hecan neither ſtay,nor riſe : There is an inviſible hand of 


omnipotencie that ſtrikes in for his owne, and confounds their oppoſites. O God, 
neither 1s thine hand ſhortned, nor thy bowels ſtraitned in thee, thou art ſtill and 
ever thy ſelfe;If we be thy true ſpicituall Iſrael, neither earth nor hell ſhall prevaile 
= us;we ſhall either ſtand ſare,orſurely riſe, whiles eur enemies (tall licke the 
duft. "$71 
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Haman banged, Mordecai advanced. 


Amans day is now come; That vengeance which hath hitherto ſlept,is 
IS [tz now awake,and rouzethup it ſelfe ro a juſt execution; Thar heavy mor- 
TI'S ning was but the preface to his laſt ſorrow, & the ſad preſage of friends 
IS isverifiedin the ſpeaking ; While the word wasin their mouthes, the 
= mcfſengerswere at the doore to fetch Hamas to his finerall-banquert, 

How little do we know what is towards us? As the fiſhes thararetaken in an evill 
net.and as the birds thatare caughtin the ſhare, ſo are the fons of men ſnared in an 
evill ime,when ir falleth ſuddenly upon them. = 


Fore 


It was(as Haman conceived) the onely priviledge of his dearenefle,and the com- | 


fort of his preſent heavinefſe, that he onely was called wich the King,to Efthers ban- 
quer,when this onely was meant fot his bane: The face of this invitation was faire, 


and premiſeth much;and now the ingenuous man begins to ſet good conſtructions | 


ups all events.Surely(thinks he)the King was tyed in his honor togive ſome publik 


gratification to Mordecai; ſogoud an office could deferve no lefle, than an honres 
glory; Burlictle doth my maſter know what termes there are berwixt me, and Mor 
| decat; had he fully underſtood the infolencies of this Jew , and ſhould notwithſtan- | 
ding have injoyned meto honour him, might have had juſt cauſe ro complaine of | 
diſgrace,and diſparagement ; but now;(ince all this buſinefſe hath beene carriedin-' | 
 3gnorance, and caſualty; why do I wtong my ſelfein being roo much affected with- 


that which was not ill meant>Hadeither the King,or Queene,abated oughe of their 
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favour to me, Imighr have dined ar home; now this renned Invitation argaes'me tO | 
' ſtandright in the grace of both: And why may hot Thope,this day, ro meer witha'-f 
i good occafion of my defired revenge ? How juſt willit ſeeme to theKing, thaÞthe'- | 

' ſameman whor he hath publikely rewarded for tiis"loyalry; fhontd now be pub- 
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With ach like thoughts Henan dheares pp bim(elfe; andaddrefledh himlfe ro; A 
the royall banquet, with a cQUntenance : that, weuld d faine ſeeme to forget his Mar» | 
nings taſke: E flher works her face tOan unwHlingſmile upon that hateful] gveſt-and | 
the king(as not inguilty ofany dignity that:he hath pur upon his favourire)frames | 
himſelfe to as much eheerefulneſſe, as his wantotreti would permit, - The:table is | 
royally furniſhed with all delicate confetions, with as At 5 \ 
ſuerus ſo eates,as one thar bath knew he was, and meant to make himſelf welcome; | 
Hamas ſo poures in,as one that meant to drowne his cares; Andnow, in this fulneſſe 
of cheere, the King hungers for that long-delayed ſuirot Queene-Zfther; Thrice, 
hath he graciouſly call'd for it; and (asa man conſtant to his ownetavonrs) thrice 
hath he, in the ſame words,vowed the performance of it;though to the halfe of his 
 Kingdome : Ir falls our oftentimes, that when large promiſes fall ſuddenly from 
great perſons,they abate by teiſare;and ſhrinke upon cold thoughts; here King 4he.. 
ſuers is not more liberall in his offer, than firme 1nhis reſolations; ; as if his firſt 
word had been, like his law, unalterable. Iamaſhamed to miſſe that ſteddineſſein 
Chriſtians,which I find in a Pagan.It was a great word that he had {ayd,yetheeates 
itnot,as over-laviſhly ſpoken:but doubles andtrebles ir, with hearty aſſurances of a 
| reall proſecution ; whiles thoſe rongues which profeſſe the name of the true God, 
fay,and unſay at pleaſure; recanting their good purpoſes,contradifting their owne 
juſt ingagementsupon no cauſe,but their owne changeableneſſe. | 
It isnot for Queene Eſther to drive offany longer,the ſame wiſdome that taught 
her todefer her ſujt,now teaches her topropoundit;A wel chofen ſeafon is thegrea- 
reſt advantage ofany atio;which as it is ſeldome found 1m haſte,ſo 15 too often loſt 
in delay:Now therefore with an humble and gracefull obey ſance, and with a coun- 
tenance full of modeſt feare,& ſad gravity,ſhe fo delivers her petition, that the King 
might ſee,it was neceſſity thathoth forc't it upon her,8 wrung it from her.!f 1 have 
found favour in thy ſight O King,and if it pleaſe the King,let my life be given me at my pe- 
tition, and my people at my requeſt + Expectation 1s either a friend or an enemy , 
according to the accafion : Ahaſuerus lookt for ſome high and difficult boone;now 
that he heares his Queene beg for her life,it could not be, but that the ſurplufage of 
his love to her muſt be turned into fury againſt her adyerſary; and his zeale mvſt be 
ſo much more to her,as her ſuit was more meeke and humble, For we are ſould,land | | 
my people to be deflreyed tobe ſlaine,and to periſh: but if ve had beene ſold for bondmtn, aud 
bondwomen, I had held mytongne, although the exemy could not conntervailethe Kings da- 
mage. Crafty menare ſometimes choaked with theirown plots. It was the profer of 
ten thouſand talents wherewith Zaman hoped both to purchaſe his intended revege, 
and the reputation ofa worthy patriot; that ſamme is now laid in his diſh, for a juſt 
argument of malictous corruption; far,well mighr Ffbey plead; If we Jews deſerved | 
death, what needed our ſlaughter to bee bought out ? and if wee deferyed it nor, 
what horrible cruelty was it to ſet'a price upon innocent blood? Itis notany offence 
of qurs,it 15only the deſpight of an enemy that hath wronghr our deſtruction. - 
\ Beſides, now it appeares the King was abuſed by miſ-information; the adverſary 
ſuggeſted rhar the life of the Jewes could nor ftand with the Kings profit ; whereas 
their very bondage ſhould be more damage to the ſtare, the'all Hamazs worth could 
countervaile. Truth may be ſmothered,but it cannor dye;it-may'be diſguiſed, burir 


© 


willbe knowne;it may be ſapprefſed,butit willtriamph. 
Bur what ſhall we fay to ſo harfhan aggravation ? Could Z/her have been filen 
in a caſe of decreed bondage;who'is now ſo vetement ina caſe of death?Certainely, 
to.4 generous nature, death is farre more-eafiethan bondage; why would ſke have 
endured the grearer,/ and yet ſoabhorres the lefſe? Was it for chat the Jewes were 
already roo well inured tocaptivity;. and thoſe evils are more tolerable wherewith 
we are acquainted;Or,was it,for that there maybe hopes.in bendage;none indcath? 
Surely, either of them were lamentable, and ſuch as might deſerve; hertiumbleſt 
deprecation. ' SHE wOR £90095 Pot * vm jr rofeno Dec 
The Qyeene was going. on;te. have ſayd,But,alas,nothing will fatisficourbloody: 
nas 4 fave the utter extirpation of me,and my-nation, when the _——_——_ | 
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 L1s.XXI. Haman hanged, ec. | 


A| ofthe King interrupts her ſentence in the midſt,and(as if he had heatd tos mack at | 
ready,8 could too eaſily ſapply the reſidue of her complaitit)ſhatches the word out 
of her mouth, with a furious demand ; Who & he, and whede is be that durſt preſunie its | 
his heart #0 do ſo? Tt was the intereſt of Queene ®ſthers perſon that raiſed this ftorme | 
_ In Ahaſuermns;ſet that aſide,how quietly, how merily was the determined mafficre of 
the Jewes formerly digeſted? Aﬀions have not the ſame face when we looke upon 
them with contrary affe&ions. | 

Now Queene E##ber muſters up her inward forces, and with an undaunted con- 
rage,fixing her angry eyes upon that hated Agagite, ſhe ſayes,The adverſary,and ene 
my i this wicked Haman, The word was loath to come forth, bur it ſtrikes home ar 

ene laſt, Never till now did Hamaz heare his true ticle ; Before,ſome had ſtiled him, 
noble;orhers, great; ſome, magnificent; and ſome perhaps, vertuous ; onely Ether 
gives him his owne, wicked Haman ; Ill deſerving greatneſſe doth in vaine promiſe 
to it ſelfe a perpetuity of applauſe : If our waies be foule, the time ſhall come,when 
after all vaine flatrery,after all our momenraine glory, our ſins ſhall be ript up, and | 
our iniquities laid before us to our utter confafion. With what conſternation did | 
Haman now ſtand?Hoiv do we thinke he lookt ro heare himſelfe thns enſtyled,thus | 
accuſed, yea, thus condemned? Certainly death was in his face,and horror in every | 
of his joynts;no fenſe, nolimme knowes his office : -Faine would he ſpeake, but his 
tongue falters and his lips tremble; faine would he make apologies upon his knees, 
bat his heart failes him;and tells him the eyidence is too great,andthe offence above | 
all pardon: Oaly guiltinefſe,and feare look through his eyes upon the enraged coun- 
tenance of his maſter,which now bodes nothing to him bur revenge,and death. 

In what a paſſionate diſtemper doth this banquet ſhur np ? King Ahaſuerms flyes 
from the table, as if he had beene hurried away with a tempeſt. His wrathis roo 
great to come forth at his month; only his eyes tels Hamar that he hates to ſee him, 
and vowes to ſee his diſpatch:For ſolitarinefle, andnot for pleaſure, doth he now 
walk into his garden; andthinks with himſelfe; Whara monſter have I favoured? Is 
it poſſible that ſo much cruelty and preſumprion ſhould harbour in a breſt that T 
thought ingenuous? CouldT be ſo bewitched as paſle fo bloody a decree?Is my cre- 
duliry thus abuſed by the trecherous ſubrilty ofa miſcreant whom I truſted? I con- 
feſſe ir was my weake raſhnefſſe to yeeld unto ſo prodigious a motion, bur it was the 
villany of this Agagite,to circumvent me by falſe ſuggeſtions ; He ſhall pay for my | 
error; the world ſhall ſee, thar as I exceeded in grace, fo I will not come ſhort in 
juſtice. Heman,thy guilty blood ſhall expiate that innocent blood, which thy malice 
might have ſhed. | — 

In the meane time, Hamanr, ſo ſoone as ever he could recover the qualme of his”] 
aſtoniſhmenr, finding himſelfe left alone with Queene Eſther, looſeth no rime, ſpa- 
rethno breath to mirigate her anger,which had made way ro his deſtru ion.Doubt- 

lefſe,with many vowes,and teares,and dejerations,he labours tocleare his intentions 
' ther perſon; bewaling his danger, imploring her mercy.confefling the unjuft ex- | 
rent ofhis malice, profering indeavours of ſatisfaction: Wretched man that I am, I 
am condemned before I ſpeake;zand when T have ſpoken, Iam condemned : Upon 
thy ſentence, O Queene,[ ſee death awaits for mein vaine fhall I ſeeke to avoid It; 
Ic 1s thy will that I ſhopld periſh ; but ler rhart little breath Thavelefr, acquit me ſo 
farre with thee, as to call heavenand earthtorecord, that in regard of thee, Idye 
. innocent: Ir is truethart mine impetuous malice miſcarried me againſt thenation |; 
of the Jewes, for the ſake of one ſtubborne offender; bar did I know there was rhe 
leaſt drop of Iſfaelitiſh bloodin thy ſacred perſon? conld I ſuſpe&t that Mordecat, Or 
that people,did ought concerne thee?Ler nor one death be enough for me if Iwonld 
ever have entertained any thought of evill againſt nation, or man, thatſhonld have 
coſt but a frowne from thee: All the'court of Perfiacan ſufficiently witneflſe how 1 
have magnified and ador=d thee, eyerfincethe royall crowne was ſet on thy head) 
neither did 1 ever faile to dope thee all'good officesuntorthat my Soveraine'Maſter, 
whom thou haſt now morrtally incenſed againſt 'me.O Queenezn hand can ſave my 
life, but thine, that harh as good as bereaved it:ſhow mercy ro hirp,chi never meanr 
4+ 5 + & OP bur _ 


mo _—_ _—_— 


V— -_ 
6 ; was, rms Guns 
v ah ee eats. <4 
R ALY — 


* EF I 


K+ «SD 
by. ® 


| Contemplations ; Lt = X1. : 


——— 


but loyalty to thee : As ever thon wouldeſt oblige an humble and faithfull yaſſall \ a 
to thee, as ever thouwouldſt honour thy name, and ſexe, with the praiſe of tender | 
compaſſion, takepitty upon me, and ſpare that life which ſhall be vowed to thy. | | * 
ſervice : and whereas thy diſpleaſure may juſtly alleage againſt me thacrancorous 
plot for the extirpation of that people, whom1I, toolate,know to be thine; ler it 
ſuffice that I hate, I carſe mine owne cruelty; and only upon that condition ſhall | |® 
beg the reprivall of tny life , that fhall worke, and procure by thy gracious ayd, | 
a full defeazance of that unjuſt execurion. Ob ler fall upon thy deſpairing ſervant 
one word of favour to my difpleaſed Maſter,that I may yer live. 

Whiles he was ſpeaking to this purpoſe, having proſtrate himſelfe (forthe more | 
humility). before the Queene, and ſpreadhis armes ina vehementimploration up 
to herbed ; the King comes in, and, as not unwilling to miſconſter the poſture of | p 
him, whom he now hated, ſayes, what, will he force the 2 ucene alſo before me in the 
houſe? That which Hamas meant as an humble ſuppliant,is interpreted as frs apre- 
ſumptuous offender; How oft might he have done ſo,and more,whiles he was in fa- 
your, uncenſured? Afions are notthe ſame when the man alters. As charity makes a 
good ſenſe of doubrfull occurents, ſo prejudice and diſpleaſure takes all things 
| (though well-meant)at the worſt. Ir is an eafie thing to picke a quarrel], where we 
( intend a miſchiefe. | 
| The wrath afthe King is as a meſſenger of death:Whiles theſe words were yer in 
the mouthof Ahaſuerne, Haman,. in turning his head towards the King, is ſuddenly 
muffled for his execurion; he ſhallgo more ſee either face, or Sun:he ſhall be ſeene 
| | no more but as a ſpectacle of ſhame,and horror:and now he thinks, Wo is me whoſe 
eyes ſerve me onely to foreſee the approach ofa diſhonorable, and painefulldearh! 
what am I the better to have beene great?O that I had never beene, O that I could 
not be:How too truly haye Zereſhand my friends foretold me of this heavy deſtiny? 
Now am I ready to feele what it 15 that I meant to thouſands of innocets;I ſhal dye 
with paine & ignominy: Oh that the c6ſcience of mine intended murder could dye 
wich me.It is no marvel if wicked men finde nothing but ntrer diſcomforts in their 
| end:rather then faile, their former happineſle ſhall joyne with their imminent mi- | 
ſeries, to torment them. Itis the juſt judgment of God that preſumptuons ſinners 
ſhouid be ſwallowed up of thoſe evils, whichthey would not feare; Happy is that 
| man,who hath grace to fore-ſce,and avoid thoſe wates,which wil lead him to a per- 


| | fe& confuſion. Happy is he that hath fo lived that he can either welcome death as a | 
[i friend,or defie it asan enemy. | F 
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and ſmiled in the face of Hawan, are now as ready to cover his head, and help him 
ro the gallowes. Harbonah one of the Chamberlines, ſeafonably tells the King how 
| ſtately a gibbet Haman had newly ſet up for well-deſerving Mordecai, within his 
| owne pallace. 
I hearenotone man open his mouth to intercede for the offender, topacifie the 
| King,to excuſe or leſſen the fa&t;every one is ready to pul him downe thart is falling, 
| cotrample on him that is downe; yer nodoubr, there were ſome of theſe Courtiers 
whom Haman had obliged ; Had the cauſe beenebetter,thus it would have beene. | 
Every Curre 1s ready to fall upon the dog that he ſees worried;Bur here, irwas the | E' 
juſt hand of God to ſer off all hearts from a man that had beene ſo unreaſonably 
mercileſſe; and to raiſe up enemies (even.among friends)to him thathad profeſſed 
enmity to Gods Church: So let thine enemies periſh O Lord,unſuccored,unpirtied. | 
Then the King ſaid,hang himthereon:There canbe no truer juſticethen in retalliation; 
Whocan complaine of his owne meaſure ? Behold the wicked traveleth withriniquity, 
and hath conceived miſchiefe and brought forth falſhood. He made a pit and digged it aud | 
is fallen into the ditch that he made,Hu miſchiefe ſhalreturne upon hs owne head,and bis vi-. 
olent acaling ſhall come downe upon his owne pate. Ee 
There hangs Hamas,in more reproch,then ever he ſtood in honour; and Mordecat | 
(who is now firſt knowne for what he was) ſucceeds his favour,and changes inheri- 
rances with hisenemy;for whiles Hamay inherits the gibbet of Mordecai, 31 rod 
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Lis.X XI. Haman hanged, &&c. 133 
A | inherits the houſe and honour of Haman.O Lord,let the malice of the wicked come ! 
toan end,bur eſtabliſh thou the juſt. 
One houre hath changed the face of the Perſian Court; what ſtability is there in 
- | earthly greatnefſe? Hee who inthe morning all knees bowed unto, as more than a 
man,now hangs up like adeſpiſed yermin, fora prey tothe Ravens : He, who this 
morning was deſtin'd to the gallowes, now rules over Princes; neither was it for 
nothing, that he this day rode in triumph: TheKings ring that was taken from Ha- 
m4n,15 now given to cMordecai,as the pledge of his authority;and he that evennow 
fate in the gare,is called up next to the throne. Wickedneſſe,and honeſt innocence 
have now payd their debts to both their clients. 
Little joy would it yet have been to Efther,that her enemy was dead, her kinſman 
B | advanced, if ſtill her people muſt for all his expedt their fatall day : Her next ſir | 
therefore is for the ſafety of her nation, in the countermand of that bloody decree 
which Hamer had obtained againſt them : That which was ſurrepriciouſly gotten, 
and raſhly given, is ſo much more gladly reverſed; by how muchmercy is more 
pleafing to a goodnature,than cruell injuſtice. Mordecat hath power toendite, ſcale, 
| ſend our letters of favour to the Jews,which were cauſleſly ſentenced to the ſlaugh- 
ter.Ifa Perſian law might not be reverſed, yet it might be countercharged: Mordecai 
may not write, Let no [ew be ſlaine,he may write, Let the Tewes meet, and fland for their 
lrves againſt thoſe that would ſlay them, This command flyes after the former,ſo faſt as 
if it would oyer-take that which it cannot recall. The Jewes are revived with this | 
happy tydings,that they may have proteQion gg well as emnity.thatauthority will 
C | not be their executioner;thart their owne handsare allowed tobe their avengers. 
Who would imagine that after publike norice of this alteration at the Court , 
when the world could not chooſe but know the malicious ground of that wrongful | 
edict,the ſhamefull death of the procurer, the power of the party oppoſite; any one 
| ſhou'd be found, throughout all the provinces, that would once lifrup his hand a- | 
eainſt a Jew? that, with his own danger, would indeyour to execute a controlled de- | 
| cree? The Church of God ſhould ceaſe to be it ſelfe,if ir wanted malicious perſecu- 
tion:there needs no other quarrell than the name,the religion of Iſrael. | 
Notwithſtanding the knowne favour of the King,and the patronage of Mordecai, 
the thirteenth of 4dar is meant to be a bloody day; Hamar hath too many abettors 
in the Perſian dominions;theſe joyne together to performe that ſentence, whereof 
D | the authorrepented : The Jewes take heart todefend themſelves,to kill their mur- | 
therers All the provincesare turn'd into a fieldof civil war;wherein innocence van- | 
| quiſheth malice. The Jewesare victors, and not only are alive, but are feared, the 
[ moſt reſiſt them not, many aſſiſt them,and ſome become theirs: The countenance of 
thegreatleads the world at pleaſure ; feare of authority ſwayes thouſands that are | 
not guilty of a conſcience. : 

Yea,beſides the liberty of defence, the Jewes are now made their owne Juſtices; 
| | Thatthere may be none left from the loynes of thataccurſed Agagite,(who would 
have left none of the Jewiſh ſeed) they Jay the ren ſons of Hamer; and obraine new 
dayes of further executions; Neither can death farisfie their revenge; thoſe ren ſons 
F | of Hamas ſhall in their very carcaſſes beare the reproach of their father, and hang | 
| | aloftupon hisgallowes. | 

' Finally, no man doth, no man dares frowne apon a Jew;they are now become | 
Lords inthe midft-of their captivity;no maryellif rhey ordaine, and celebrate their | - 
joyfull Purim,for a perpetuall memory,to all poſterities,of their happy deliverance. | 
It were pity that the Church of God ſhould not have ſu n-ſbines, as well as ſtormes, | 
| and ſhould not meer with interchanges of joy in their warfare, before they enter | 

upon che unchangeable joy of their endleſſe criamph. | 
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The affistion ot Iſrazt." 8s 5 } 
In -our aff-&ons' when wee [ 


| 


». a. adi 
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eAn Alphabetical Table of the W whe, 


is God od moſt preſent, inſtance | 


in Moſer. 8294] 
The wicked in their afflidt4- 
oxs like the beaſts that grow 
mid with range, © $36] 


Every maine «ffi&#on 15 the | 


y mans Red-ſea,  * 845 
A way to diſcerne the affli&s- 
on5'of Ged and Satan. _- 846 
The enduring of affition 
commendable, _ -849 
Afﬀflctuons ſend mento praics 
91 
The pupoſe of affiit40n 18 to 
make us importunate. - 941 
When Gol hath beaten his 
child he will burne the rod. 
zbid, 
The advantage which affis:- 
015 have. 964 
Our affli&ts0»s more noted of 
the ſender, than of the {uffe- 
rer, 965 
Itis the infirmity of our na- 
ture oft-times to bee 4ffistted 
with the cauſes of our joy. 
967 
An example of Gods making 
our affir6tzons beneficiall, 971 
Extremitie of diſtreſſe will 
ſend the prophaneſt to Ged. 
1077,1078 
In affutt ou the wicked are 
well-minded, 1264. 
God doth not let uns looſe 
from all affl:&:ons when hee 
redeemes us from one, 1294 
That God affii&s thoſe whom 
he loves, "F207 
If afflsct:on brings us not to 
Heaven nothing can, 13c1 
More for our profit than for 
-eur pleaſure, 1302 
Wee will ſeldome learne till 
Goddath affit, 1303 
- It is an happy trouble that 
. drives us to God. 1305 
We mult notbe ſullen 'in our 
af fictions, TE a £ 307 
W bat the {choole of affli0tion 


 Tezebels comforting him;bid. 
The-power of conlejence in 


Hercin ſee Gods Jaſtice.1272 
wap 4s 1 He is feaſting. 13-33 
A pretty t uſe ofit. | 
His granting Hamas requeſt, 
for deſtroying theJews.1 $41 
It is revoked, 1346 
Of the Kings doing honour, 
and giving reward to orde- 
CAL, 1347 
A pretty diſcovery of his paſ- 
ſion, in the heare-ſay of Ha- 


wan What he was. 1351 
eAhaz ; Of him and his new al- 
tar. 1286 


How eaſily his yong yeersare 
miſled, ibi 
He is a peerelefſepattern both 
of ſin and puniſhment, 1 286 
He was denied buriall. 1287 
| «M#: Satans ſubtiltie in dofiring 
not 44,but halfe the heart, 2 
Our ſervice to God mult bee 
| tofall.. 11 439, 440 
Whether al may read the 
- Scriptures. | . 637 
| Truſt him in nothing, that 
- hath neta conſciencein every 
thing, 976 
- Partiall converſion .of man, is 
| buthatefull hypocriſie, yo23 
The worſt men will 'make 
- head againſt ſome though not 
ail fins. 


CO ie 


we wilfally fault in one. 1274 
Allegeance : Of the oath,and juſt 
ſuffering of thoſe thar refuſe 


Almes : it ought to be like oyle. 
678 
No a/mes ſo acceptable asthat 


61d. | | 


1057 
We looſe the thanke of all, if 


It. 312, &C, | 


ET Homucide. 
ps 


him." She if ed, oy 

His ſorrow count” Amaleck;: hi Foyle YN -B54 

Ofhis death. 5 His fin called rorechoning, Fi 

The number of his Prophets. S T0 44 
. bid Ambitionan anbijic "man is 

The killing of che ſons of A- | the greateſt enciny; to him- 

hab. :. 1270| felfe..-. \LAGTE 


It hath torment enough in e- 
- very eſtate, £* : I4 
Pretty ſtepsof anbitjon, $6 
Its CharaRer. 178 
Hard to ſay whether there! be 
more Pride or Ignorance in 
ambition, 955 
Ambition ever in travel. 11x 4 

eAmnon : Of him and Thamar, 
.T109 

His luſt prettily laid Sut-21 
Anabaptifts : their Kinge GC 


taines pride, © © \/©-\g07 
Their ifenion at—Amſter- 
dam prettily ſet one: = 1h1d, 


; Angels : - of the ottices arid as of 


good and evill engets.58,59 
The uſe that we ſhould make 
of them as our friends and 
foes. | bid, 
How forward the good As 
gels areto incite to piety. 967 
Hearty facrifices are an Ar. 
gels feaſt. - zbid, 
Tis preſumption to diſcourſe 
of their Orders, Titles, &c. 
iid 
Never i is Sacan halfe ſo preva- 
lent, as when he turnes him- 
(elſe; into an e-Lgel of light. 
1327 
Anger : How Great mens anger 
19.” 381 
The large extent of Hamars 
anger for Mordecates ſake. 


| 11339 
Avnaand Peninna, 998 
Of Eh and Hanne, 1900 


Amſterdam, vide Title, Brow- 
nifts and Separatifts : their ſe- 
parati6, injary tothe Church, 


| . dothorſhouldreachus, 319 whereby the {oule is- furthe- with the cenſure and advice. 
Agag, othim and Saw/. 1043) red, .. > 7.158908 315 
ge * A pretty diviſion of our | Alone : *Sinne i 1s not acted- aloye. Amiquity :of popiſh deprvng 
| --«ge7 and hopes in them, 40 - 01103 | * antiquity. 
I -- and burthens alſo, 42 Kingec can hardly doe good a- | eApparelt: the children of Cod 
| - Lenme Dei : The vertue of | lone, 1318 | have';.ſuits of appirelt, 31. 
| that whichwas ſent by Pope | eAltar : the altar of te Renbe. * The glory of Apparel 1s 
. Urbanus the fift, unto the| mites, : 937 | ſought in novelty; &c:\ with 
Greeke Emperour. 641]. No gaine ſo Gen: as of; arob-| a ſharpe teproofe 'of ont-fun- | 
Ahab, Of. him and Benhadad, | bed altar. | 1026 | ning modeſty-in'it, © -Y101. 
Bil cn; 1209| The Alrarcleaved ro indan- Appearance : nothing” more um- 
Ofhim and N aboth, 1213| gerby Toab,butotherwiſenot " certaine than it,” "USFI 
His ſpiecne againſt. Vaborh, | regarded. 1151 |: of appearance. of thing ws 
whether of anger or griefe., | Burtisho fit place-for abloo- | : Ken. G 452 
Bn Ba 1? 14 i ens SO, PALEY y OSDP _Aperace|_ 
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| Ar ke : How to be reverenced. 


| 


| 


An eAlphabeticall T able of tbe Worke. 


-. Appearance may bee reduced 
into three Heads. 161d 
Where appearance is the rule, 
ſee how the ordinances of | 
God become to bee ſcorned. 


454 
The Saints miſ-deemed, the Aalam : Of him- 


Gallants eftate mi{-judged, 


4) 
And falſe religion ſeemes true 


456 
Appearance js either a true 
fallhoed , or an uncertaine 
truth. 1048 
Application the life of dodtrine. 
1061 
Apochyypha : whether it be to be 
received as SCriptare. 634 
Auſterity ; there is ever an hol 
auſterity muſt follow the cal- 
ling of God. 905 


90 
The ſtrength of Gods Arke. 


91z 


The Arke and Dagon, 1015 
The prophane Philiſtims toile 
in carying the Arke, ſhames 
many of our attendance at it. 
ibid 
The Arkes revenge and re- 
rarne, 1018 


The Iſraelites joy of the re-|. 


turnc of the Arke, 1021 
The remove of the A4rke, 6:4, 
Of Y=xiah and the Arke. 


I093 
Arts : all arts are handmaids to 
Divnity. 332 


eArtaxerxes,by the envy of the 
Samaritans ſends out to re- 
ſtraine the building of the 
. Temple. 1321 
Heedoth afterward befriend 


the worke. 101d, 
Aſa,of him, 1185 
Foure principall monuments 
of 4/a his vertues, 1186 


Aſtoniſhment : By it Gods makes 


way for his greateſt meſſages 
| $31 
Athaliah: of him and [oafs.1275 
Anthority : It ſhould be the re- 
fuge of the oppreſled, 1262 
The errour of the mighty is 
armed with axthority, 879 
Authority the marke of envy. 
861 
Awe : The awefulnefſe that God 
hath put to Soveraignty. 
to83 
Awefulpeſſe is a good inter- 
preter of Gods ſecret aQts. 
1095 


_ 


—— - - ——— = _ 


892 

Andof his eſſe. 895 
His madneſle in curfing the | 

people. 897 

A pretty uſe of Baulams _ 

1014, 

Baal : Of the Baalamites hopes, 

prettily amplified, 1273 


Babel: ]t may be built with caſe, 
but whoſoever builds up the 
Church of God,ſhall have his 
whole hands full. 1328 


y | Baptiſme ; A diſcourſe of the ne- 


ceſlity of it, and of the eltate 

of thoſe which neceſſarily 

want it. 333 
l 


9 Bargaines : Charity muſt be the 


rale for all contraſts. 1329 
Sometimes a hargaine may be 
as unmercifull as a robbery. 
ibid. 
Baſhfulneſſe : It ſhall leeſe no- 
thing at the hand of well-go- 
verned greatneſle, 1345 
Bathſheba : Of her and David 
and Friah, 1103 
She mournes for her husbands 
death. 1106 


Beaſts: God will call us toac- 


count for our cruelty to dumb 
beaſts. | 896 
Beauty : If it be not well diſci- 
lined it proves not a friend 
at a foe. I110 
Counterfeit beauty agrees 
well with inward uncleane- 
neſle. 1269 
Beginnings; Wee mult ſtop the 
beginning! of ſin, 898 
Bold beginnings prefage feare- 
full _s . 1300 
To have begun well is no {mal 
comfort in a good action. 
1319 
The end of any good thing is 
better than the beginning. ibid 
Strange beginnings are not u- 
ſually caft away. 964 
Thoſe affaires are like to pro- 
ceed well that have their #e- 
ginuings of God. . 995 
Little can we judge by the be- 
ginninge of an ation what wil 
be the end. 1025 
As if is ſeen in Saul, 1027 
Beleefe - Firſt beleeve,then CON- 
CeIVeE. 20 
vide Faithfuineſſe, 


- -- O20. 


bemamin, His deſolation. 989 
Beneficence : Qur cheerfulnefle 
thereto excited. 373 
Benefits ; Wee loſe the comfort 
of them it wee renue not our 
perills by meditation, 4338 
Birth : Not to be too much dil- 
couraged by the baſeneſſe of 
our birth, 961 
The very 6rth and concepti- 
on of extraordinary perſons is 
extraordinary, 964. 
Bsſhops : whether ours be Anti- 
chriſtian ? F 98 
Biſhops ; Anote of humility 
from their name of Miniſtery 


2 514 
How Laicks ſhould take heed 
of contemning them not- 
withſtanding, ibid. 
A Biſhop if hee doth play in 
his chaire, hee may one day 
howle in Hell. wid. 
A fingular inducement to Bi- 
ſhops to ſet themſelves to 
worke, F15 
A good note for the Biſops 
of our time, ſhewing how 
they might make the State 

apPY. 1305 

Bleod, Itisareſtleſſe ſuter. 1152 

| Boaz and Rith. ' 995 

| Body : How to bee caryed inthe 
worſhip of God. HI 
The geſture ofthe bodyfhould 
expreſſe and help the deyoti- 
on of the ſcule 85 
Dead bodies are not loſt but 
laid up. 902 

Boldneſſe, Its uſuall iſſue with- 
out ability, 4 
It is dangerous to be too bold 
with the ordinances of God. 


909 
Fearefull to uſe the holy Or- 


reverend bol/dneſſe. 1021| 
Boldneſſe and feare are com- 
monly miſplaced in the beft 


cinances of God with an un- | 


hearts. 1023 


a man bold. IO31 
Bondage : Toan ingenuous na- 


Bondage. . 1350 


Bookes ; Of negteQing good 
ookes. 375 
A bewailing the want of or- 


derand judgment in reading 
Popiſh bookes, | 376. 
God hath two Sookes, one of 
his word, another of his 
workes. 1091. 


A good conſcience will make 


ture, death 18 more eafie than | 


Browniſts, vide $ eparatiſts, their 
a ſcanda-/\ 
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An Alphabericall Table of the Warke: 


ſcandalous aſperſions on the | 


Church of England, 529 
As of Apoſtaſic. 581 
Notably confuted. 582 


The Browniſts acknowledge- 
ment of the graces of the 
Ghurch of England, 583 
Inſtances of their. horrible 
railings. 
Their unnaturalneſle, 
| and 585 
What they thinke themſelves 
beholding to the Church of 


_ England for. #hid 
Our Church juſtified by them 
againſt their wills. 530 


And that in inſtancivg ſome 
particular men whom they 
acknowledge Martyrs. 593 
The foure pillars of Browniſts 
615 
Their wronging of us about 
Ceremonies. 616 
An eleven crimes that they 
have laid on the French and 
Dutch Church. 621 
Their imputation of our 1m- 
pure mixtures. 624 
Their {corne of our people. 
628 
Bariall : Of decent buriall. 1185 
Bufh : the burning B#ſ4 aperfett 
Embleme of the Church, $831 
Buſie-body ; His CharaRer. 170 
Buying : A rule in b#ying and ſel- 
ling. 667 


C 


Duh : of the golden Calfe, 
860 
Calamitie : Tt 1s not fo eaſe for 
gratious diſpoſitions to turne 
oft the pablique cal/amiries of 
Gods Church. 1325 
Calling : How dangerous it 1s to 
put our ſelves into the affaires 

- of God, without a Calling. 
1285 
See before, 1284 
Remedies againſt dulneſſe, in 
our ( alling, 340 
HoneR men may not be aſha- 
med of their lawfull Calling; 
: 831 


—————— 


When God findes us in our | 


calling,we ſhall finde him in 
his mercy. 831 
Groſſe fins cannot prejudice 
the calling of God. 862 
The peoples affurance of the 


tm ent 


594 | 
ibid. 


— 
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| 


C 


Miniſters calling very materi- 


all. $88 
The approbation of our ca!- 
ling is by the fruit. ibid 
Anhoneſt mans heart is where 
his calling 18. 987 
Canaan : of its Searchers. 878 
C appucine ; prettily painted out. 
Fr 257 

{ areleſſeneſſe ; of an holy rare- 
lefſenefſſe, 56 


Carnall : A carnall heart cannot 
forgoe that wherein hee de- 
lights. 979 

Catechizing ; Moſt highly com- 
mended. FID 

Cares : of taking cares ona mans 
{elfe. 42 
W orldly cares fitly compared 
to thornes. I 31 

Cenſure:The conſcionable ſome- 
times too forward in cerſu- 
21mg, 1 000 
There muſt bee diſcretion, 
there may not bee partaalitie 
in our.cen/zres of the greatelt. 

1063 
Ceremonies; they may remaine 
when their abuſe 1s purged. 
1290 
Someare typicall:ſome of or- 
der and decencie. 390 
A paſſionate ſpeech concer- 
ning our diviſions about cere- 
Monies, 391 
C eremonies muſt give place to 
\ubſtance. I61 

( ballenges ; Whence they came, 

IO 5 oO 

Chance, vide Fortane. 

Charitie : vide Love; not ſuſpiti- 
OUS, | Ry 1057 
Charitie, it muſt be the rule of 
all contracts, 1329 

Cheerefulneſſe : an excitation to 
Chriſtian cheerefulneſſ. e. 279 
and in our labour, 340 
Nothing more acceptable 
than cheerefulneſ] e 1n the ſer- 
vice of God, 


an excellent parent, a rare 
ſight, and why. 125 
W hat they owe their parents. 

| 220 
A good note for children 
which cover their parents 
ſhame. - + > "P<O 
It15 beth uncharitable and in- 
jurious to judge of the childs 
diſpoſition by the Father,$28 
Teptha's daughter a notable 
patterne for our children to- 
wards their parents, 964 


hildren : an excellent child, of 


4 


Church ; that Churches happt 


Childrevs contempt of their | 
parents for poverty, cenfured 
fe 

Of our over-foye to otr chil. 
dren. 998 
What children are moſt like 
to prove bleſlings. 1901 
A caveat for mocking-ch1l- 
dren. 1374 
Children are ſuch as their edu- 
cation, ibid 
Chriſtianand Chriftianity ; how 
a Chriſtian ſhould be both a 
Lambeanda Lyon. 6 7 


His happineſle. 11 
Ke is a little Church within 
himſelfe. ibid 
More difference betweene a 
naturall man and a right Ch;- 
ftian, than betwixt aman and 
a Beaſt. 22 
A wiſe Chriſtian hath no ene- 
mies. 40 
An halfe- Chriſtian lives moſt 
miſerably. F4 
A Chriftsan compared to a 
Vine. : wid 
There is more in a (Þritias 
than any can ſee. 57 


A Chriſtian man. in all his 
wayes muſt have three 
guides, Firſt, Trath:Secondly, 
Charity : Thirdly, Wiſdome. 

$ 127 
Chriſtzanity both an ecaſie and 


hard yoake, 132 
The eſtate of a true though 
but a weake Chriſtian, 269 
The difficulty of it 294 
His deſcription and difference 
from a worldling. 331 


A conſcionable Chrifzan 1n 
ſorrow ſweetly deſcribed. 


455 


neſſe wherein Truth and Peace 


meet together. 5 
A Chriltian is a little Charch 
within himſelfe. 11 


An excellent rule for our ca- 
riage in Charch-diflentions: 


24 
Charch-Schiſmes how bred, 
foſtered, & confirmed. 24, 25 
The needleflenefle of our con- 
formitic to ancient Churches 
inall things. 241 
(mrch ; God ſheweth him- 
ſelfe toit, as the Sun doth in 
a cloud, | FlO 
What makesa Charch. 517 

Our Chareh is reformed, but 
not new made, 518 
The Church of England 4 
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the Spouſe of Chriſt. 1 590 | 
How it hath ſeparated from 
Babylon, 591 
Why our Chxrches may ſtand 


O13 
It is good coming to Church 
for what end ſoever. 832 


The way to have a bleſſing at 
home 1s to be devour at 
Cherch, ICOL 


Never man laboured for the | (oncord is the way toconqueſt 


reparation of Gods Charch, 
but hee met with a bleſſing 
more than he looked for. 
1305 
How eaſie jt 1s for God to 
make Pagans proteors of 
his Goſpell, 1318 
A ſweet rule for Charches 
that are more gloriuus than 
others. _ 1319 
Theaſſembly of the Jewes 11 
the time of Cyrs repairing 
the Temple, was an image of 
Gods Charchon earth. #614 
It was ſubje& to reproaches. 
I 320 
The Churches calamities not 
to be forgotten, 1325 
Continued glory and magni- 
ficence an unſure note of the 


Charch. 
Wherein the true ſafety of 
the Church doth ſtand. 1328 
rch-robbers ; Cyrus the 
Perſian will one day come 1n 
Judgment againlt theſe. 1318 
There cannot be a greater ve- 
xation tothe wicked than the 
proſperity of thecharch,r326 
Combats : Of ſingle combats,208 


Thecenſure of it, 1086 
Comforts , the intermiſſion of 
them what they doc. 819 


Commendations : the commenuda- 
t:9 n of divers good men,with 
theule of imitation. 262 

Communitie ; caxe of it a ſigne 


ibid 


| The remedy of an unquier 
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Worke, © 


Compeliations ; {weet compellati-.| 
0» how helpfull for theenter- 
tainment of good admoniti- 
ONs. | QIF | 

Complaints ; they have. ever an 
unpleafing harſhneſle in them, 
which muſt bee taken off by 
ſome dilcreet infinuation. 

1326 

Concealement hurtfull, 1086 

vide Peace, 1101 


Concubine : of the Levites concu- 
bine. 985 


G oafidence : what maketh it. I 3O | 


Deſcribed. 206 
A preſumptuous confidence 


commonly goes. bleeding |- 


home, when as an humble 
feare returnes in triumph. 


14033 

( *nfeſſipn ; how mach it honors 

God. 915 
How he is pleaſed withir. 

gcsS1 

D avids confeſſion. 1107 


{ onfeſſion how hardly gotten 


ont of us. 1108 


Conſcience, a good conſcience | 


keepesalwayes good cheere. 


39 
The torment of an evill cox- 
ſerence, 68 


The joy of ſuch, but diflem- 
bled, ibid 


conſcience. 69 
Our peace of cox/cience comes 
by faith. -*:. 6h 
The vaine ſhifts of the guilty 


conſcience. 71 


peace of conſtience. 72 
A ſecond ranke of enemies to 
peace of conſcience, 78 
The 'Shipwracke of a good 
conſcience 18the calting away 
of all other excellencies. 1 36 


Croſles a maine enemy to the. 


An encouragement unto it. 
| 262 

Tt mult be like fire. 873 
One- act is nought without 
conſtancie, 881 
Wee may bee aſhamed to 
miſle that ſtedfaſtnefſe in - 
Chiiſtians which we finde in 

Þ 4... Fans ":, 2:326 
Conſtitution, what itis. 534 
Conſtraint, Whether conſtraint 
. may have place in the law- 
full reformation of a Chw+ch. 
Contemplation, a diſcourſe of the 
ſtudy of ir. 310 
Contemplation of the creation 
of the World. 


Content : 'the greateſt deare- 
lings of the world hard- 
ly have perte& (ontent, 
1345 
An inducement to content. 
ment 11 want, 3 
A reaſon to be fo, ibid 
Earth yeeclds no cotentment, 
IN 
How to provoke a mans ſelfe 
to contentatioy. 27 
What brings contentment in 
earthly thinze, FI 
Pretty inducements to be cox- 
rent with our preſent eſtates, 
6 
None live fo ill but that they 
content them{clves in fome- 


whar, n26 
Contentation rare bleſſing. 
8.4.8 


It oft fals out that thoſe times 
which promiſe moſt content, 
prove moſt dolefull inthe if- 


771 
Of Man. 974 
Of Paradile. 5 Þ | | 
Of (ammand 4bel. 779 
Of the Deluge, 781. 
Of Noah. 389 
Of Babel. 791 
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of being ſpiritual indeed. 863 | A wide coxſtience will ſwal- | ſue. v62 
Companie : the cvill of evill cow- | low any fin. 976 | Contertion, a right behaviourin 
pany decyphered. 2 | Truſt him in nothing that | contention, | 
Whar company we ſhould de- | hath nota conſcience of every | Contention, whatit doth, 199 
light 1n. 4 thing. #01d | Continence, what, with its con- 
Arule in choyce of our comzpa- | When we may looke to have | traries, 205 
mions, | 132 | reſtto ourco/cievce. 1091 | Converſation, of having it inthe 
Company in finne how itin- | Agood conſcience will make | world. —— 02.2 
fe&s a ſinner. 862 | amanbold. 1031 | Convert, of his welcome home, 
And how it brings puniſh- | None can be ſure of him rhat | 935 
ment on him. 883] hathnoconſcrence, 1058 | Corah, his conſpiracie. 881 
The intireneſſe with wic- | Conſcience, it evill, how evill; | Corraption, the beſt thing cor- 
ked conſorts is one .of the | if good, how good. 126y | rupred is worſt, - 135, |. 
ſtrongeſt chaines ofhell: £92 | Conſpiracie, Corahs confpiracie, | Coft, the liraelitescof# toa cal 
| Compaſſion, vide Mercy, how it | 881 | ſhall judgeus in onr want o 
muſt be ruled. 1070 | Conftaxcie, of it. 99 | itforrrue Religion; $62 | 
: | 7 Yyyyy Cont - .. 


o 
* 
; F 
* 
- » 
» 
A 
' 


—_—{ A 
2 


h —_— wy 


— os 


—_———  . 


\* ec. amd. 


<EI% 
=y 


nal; es —— R 
7 pages mots — 
A >——_ "yg Me * — __— _ 
« = yr on 9 uf [ , 
On S 2 7 7 Boo : 
> On” -- Santa ———_— y i . 5 Eg - - oo 
s ms 2th. Wn ? þ 
"Me - ©” 7 : — o- - P23 a : ” _— . 
r = - a bes ne et; Jn Wh. .cs = FN MCLE FEM "x —_=. dc "2 
py ef F I Eee. a as 4. 6 — 
Oe - l az . 1 
_— CO SY EA ON % _—_ £1 we > h « - 
_———_—— — — RO & 
% - 5% ons ks 
bs : 
_y — 


”Y _ eget I 
= Ee 
4 ” oy - 
wah. F o% 
PRE PET =. 2 
p ——— Py, 
—— 


— 
— i OS 8 nc} a 
—_— nee ce 


als wiioieows wer 


—. 
Le ane ob 


- . - = 
2 IF eR of IO __ —_ 5 
2 - <_—_ ” ; w_ EI rein ang eng 
S, oo ___—_— £ 9 pon dfipel_—— we renee 
_ Apr 4 Ss, > , 
ER mac 


M2 — > 
[4 : R_ 4 
; .. us 
_ ro een 
M_ WAS - 


_ M1: 
PEHRW 7 vHE7 
Ly #, 4 i MC » 


_ 


a7 . 
=> WE _vogp / - j- ac. = 
. G —_ ». Lee 1 __ a _ CE. eq __ 
URIC uT __ ..... = p a0 + mg 7 » "JD" 15 Wwe 7 
= 2 I Tn 2” 2 a A —_— M4 % 
hs II 9 — rem OY 


-" off 
09 i Green 
= RS 
6 VL TS 
#2: 8 . 
- bs ”- 


oo _ __ _—_ IO i < A 
e - S.. 4% W- - RE” = 0 peg FL 
RO Es — Ne th Bia g _ 
- as 4 pw 
—_—— OM or ore ——_ 5 P 4 - —_ 4 
”. . . _ : nw - 
= ——__ PE" » _w_ - 4+ wv 4 


Fy 
a 7 wwe 
UB» +4 vn 
 _ 
- Eng CE 
* 
D&- 2-2 , Y 
9 Bt 
wary _— 
aouaty.. 4" 


OO "of Alphabetical Table of theWorke. 


LOS 
ouu{ell and counſellors; the hap- 
C eſe of lack Princes as IN 
their infancie fall into the 
hands of faithfall counſellors. 
1304 

Connſehor and connſelt for ſoul 
and State, . 211 

W hat is required in a Comn- 
ſehor. hid 

It is a ſign of adeſperate cauſe 
when once we ſecke to make 
Satan our Conn/etor, 3893 
Counſell good and ill whereto 
ODS. 1110 
{countenance : diſhoneſty grows 
bold, when it is countenanced 


by greatneſle. 1103 
Conrtier fixe qualities of a Cor- 
er, 212 


Two miſchiefes of the Comrt, 

Flattery and Treacherie. 

| 256 

 Thedeſcription ofa good and 
faithfull Comrtier, 302 
Nehemiah a good prefident of 
ſuch. 1324 

Covetou/ne ſe e hath a great rec- 
ſemblance with drunkennefle. 


7 
A bale thing to get goods on- 
ly to keep them. 20 


The covetors like a ſpider. 48 

The covetow hischaratterr7s 

The coverors deſcribed, 201 

The coverou reſtlefle, 894 

Craft : innocencie allowed a 

lawfull srafe, I 331 

Craftie men are oft-times 
choaked in their owne plots. 

£25 and 

Creation : a wondering at Gods 
work and wiſdome therein. 


Curſe : acauſcleſle curſe whom 


Curteſie : how 1t becomes great 


Cnſtome : it ſhall be no plea for 


How obſervant they are to 
him that made them. g0g | 
The power of nouriſhment is 
not in the creatwre but in the | 
Maker, | ' 966 
God woulJ rather have his 
creatures periſh any way than 


wicked. 925 
There is a ſpeciall providence 
in their motion. © 1020 
Creed, the confeſſion. of the 


emma 


FI1| Caſtomeinſinwill fo fleſh us 
Of our contemplation therte-| as to deny or forſweare any 
I, 774 | thing, 979 
The head of our creation is | Tong entertainement makes 
Heaven. 772| that ſinne hard to beeje&ed 
The wonderfulueſſe of it ſeen| whoſe firſt motions might 

in man, 774| have beene repelled with eaſe | 
( reatures, how they all fight for | 1324. 
God. 599 | Examples, See before. 1322 


| Cyrus : that Pagan became a! 


to ſerve for the uſe of the 


| fame creed is not ſufficient 


God will call us to account 
for our craeltie againſt dumbe 


beaſts, 096 
Sudden craelty ſtands not | 
with religion, 939 


It is no thanks to themſelves 
that wicked men cannot bee 
creell. 973 
The mercies of God in tur- 
ning the crzeltre of the wic- 
ked, to the advantage of the 
godly. 974 
Inſultation in the rigour 
of Juſtice argueth crae/2ze, 

990 
Who ever ſaw an 1dolater 
that was not erwell, 1275 


it hurts, | 979 
Of Shemes his curſe. 1123 


ONES, I 32 F 


{in or error, 32 


proteQor of Gods Church, 


3318 
How hee might apologized 
his overthrow of it, ibid 


Hee will one day come in 
judgement againſt improprj- 
ating Church-robbers. 31d 
(Ayrus decree ratified concer- 


An excellent uſe of it. © 654 


His deliverance out at a win- t 


dow. ; 1052 
Of Sammels Parbouring bim, 
Io5 


Of David and eAbimelch. 


A notable demonſtration of 
his loyaltie. 
A deſcription of Davias and 
his peoples perplexitie. 1081 
David atype of Chrilt in his 
Watrſes, ibid 
His too much credulitte, 
: ; 1998 
David a ſpeRacle of infurmity 
IIO2T 
W hat in warre, and wht atin 
Peace, thid 
Of Dan1d, Berſhebaand ms. 
by 
An expoſtulation with David 
about his ſ1n. 1103 
Of Dazid and Nathan. 1106 


His confeſſion. 1107. 
Obſervations of Davids 
childs death. y10g 


David is not more ſure of for- 
giveneſlc than of ſmart, 
ibid 
The relation of his particular 
Pay. ibid 
His cariage in Shemetes curſe. 
1124 
His patience drawes on the 
xmpudency of Shemei., 1124 
Ofhis numbrivg the pecple. 
1137 
His admirab'e charity, 1140 
His honour in welcomming 
the Prophets. 1147 
Davids end, 1148 


ning the reedifying of the | Day : that all daies are Gods,but 


Temple by Darizs, 13a 


g | 


wn 


ſome more ſpecially. 425 


Holy dajes how obſerved in | 


the Church of England. 609 


Dearth : 
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106g 
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| 


with Rome for peace. 657 
Credslztic, it is the daughter of 
Folly, 1070 D 
Croſſes : of them. 70 
of ſuch as ariſe from conceit, 
and of true and reall croſſes. | NY 
72 
Remedies of cro/es before Ds allowed,deſcribed 
they come. 73 and cenſured, 647 
And when they are come. In acaſe diſallowed, + 9g | 
_ 74 | David ; his choice or Ele&ion, | 
Againſt ſorrow for worldly 1406 
croſſes. ; 282 | Called tothe Court. 1049 
Crucifie : excellent things of our | Ofhim and Goliah. i050 
crucifying Chriſt anew. 395, | Davids reproach by his bro- 
- , 356| ther. 1052 
Crueltie : jt is commonly joyn- | His preparation to the com- 
ed witherror. 584] bate. 105 


| 


| 


bid | 


| 
| 
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Dearth : it is added unto warre. | 


| ſing fromadearh. 77 
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1328 
Death: it hath three meſſengers 


4 
The wicked therein hath 
three terrible ſpeRacles. 64 
Its defire,how lawfull, 30 
Mans unwillingneſle to ae, 
46 
To bee unwilling is figne of 
being in a bad ale, 53 
Of the impartunity and ter- 
ror of death, 76 
The grounds of the feare of 
death, ibid 
The remedy of the laſt and 
greateſt breach of peace ari- 


A meditacion of death, 115 
Ofthat: Epicurean reſolution, 
Let us eate and drinke, for &c. 


1 Core15432, 129 
What reſoluteneſſe doth to 
death, 136 
An Epiſtle againſt the feare of 
death, 266 
Ofimmoderate mourning for 
the dead. 280 


A diſcourſe of due preparatt- 
on for death, and the meanes 
tolweeten it, 288 
An effeAuall preparation of a 


Sweet comforts in the medi- 
tation of Chriſts death, 397 
A pretty item in mourning 
for the dead, $75 
Every circumſtance of our 
difſolutio is determined. 883 
The difference of a godly and 


wicked mans death. ibid 
How God forewarnes us of 
death. tbid. 


hid up. 903 
Tis juſt with God that hee 
that lives without grace 
ſhould ate without comtorrt, 
1073 
Death is not partiall, 1083 
The holyeſt are not priviledg- 
ed from it. 1280 
All-dienot alike,yet inthe fun- 
dry kindes of diſſolution they 
may bebleſſed, wid 
How ſenſible we ſhould bee 
of the loſſe of good men, 561d 
- Itis no ſmall mercy of God tv 
| giveus warning of cur death, 
1295 


ſweetly laid open under 7o/i- 
abs diflolution. 1309 


murtherer to his dearh, 360 | 


 Deadbodies are not loft, but , 


The death of Gods Saints | 


ets as AP ty ACC S-. 


— 


that he may welcome death | 
as a friend,or defic it as an c- 


nemy, 1352 
Deceit : Its kindes and jadge- 


The hearts deceit in its facni- 
ties and affeAions largely de- 
ſcribed. 464, &c. 
A pretty deſcription of decer- 
i, others. — 466 
and of the devils decerr, 7b:id 
Deſcribed by its effes. 467 
Oh the deceit of fin. 1 104 
Decree: jit18 1a vaine to ſtrive a- 


gainſt Gods decree when wee 


know it. 10:8 
The decree of God includes 
the meanes, 1297 


Delay : Anargument not to de- 
lay our repentance till the laſt 
day. 55 
Delay dangerous, 908 


Defire : A man beſotted with e- 
vill defires is made fit for any 
villany, ” .-, 14,696 
Where Gad ſees fervent de- 
fre ,he ſtayes not for words. 

* 947 

Deſpaire : than it no greater 
wrong to God: £.'. {- 29 
Excellent examples againſt ic 

& 906 

To what mad ſhifts men are 


A comfortable and ſtrong 
plot againſt it. I30z 
Deſpight - evill men need no 0- 
ther torment than their owne 
deſpight. 1226 
Detraition or detrattor : our be- 
haviour with or again[t ſuch. 
2 
A fweet reſolution againſt de- 
tration, 3 
Devill; heetill wee have ſinned 
is 4 Paraſite, but when wee 
have ſinned he is a Tyrant, 
1079 
Devotion ; of the deceit of de. 
ferring our devotions on con- 
ceit of preſent unfitneſle, and 


Its evill effe&. ; 24 
Anexcellent meanes. to ſtirre 
us to'devotion, 128 


Adire&ion how to conceive 
of God in our devorions and 
meditations. 517 
Of the Phariſies and Pap (ts 
devotion, how farre exceeding 


Ours. 37.3-4- 


Miſerable is the dev0rzon that 
troubleth us in the perfor- 
mance 963 


x 


Happy is he that hath ſo lived 


drivento in deſpaire, 1077 | 


1108, 1016 Superſtition is' de” 
v0110n; ape 10i gA good heart 
1s ealily won ro deworion,.1023 | 
God hates a mungrel devor07 
1239 God bletleth the devort 
ElGeAVLU,'S of hiz{ervants, 
: 130F 
Difference : no aifference be- 
tweene ſervants, triends, and 
ſons with God. 44 
Diligence ; What, and how pro- 
firable. :-: J0L 
Diſcretion;ln a o9cd ation how 
good. do 
W hat it 1s, and what it work- 
cth, | 193 
A good guide for zeale. gods 
D1/content: its Character. 172 
Diſcentented humor teldome 
{capes unptnthed. 3891 
Di[conrſe : 1tis butthe froth of 
wildome, 2160 
Diſzoneſty; it growes bold when 
it 13 countena iced by great- 
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nelle. | 1103 
Diſſembler:ofd:ſſimalation tourc 
kindes. 198 Its craft. 894 
Diſorder : in the height ef it in 
the weale publique what pri- 
vate menſhould doe, 1268 
Diſſimulatton ; how clad. 918 
One degree of dſſimlarion 
drawes on another, | 1076 
Open force is fiot half fo dan- 

gerous as cloſe drſ/tzulation, 
1327 
Diſention ; an excellent rule for 
our car1age 11 the diſſentrons 
of che Church 24 
The cauſe of d:ſſextions, with 
the devils jov ar them, ſhould 

make us to ceaſe from them. 
49 
Diſſention 1n religion, an in- 
{nthcient motive of unſetled- 

. neſle in it. 

An earneſt diſlwaſjon from 


diſſention. 377 
Diſſenttons : a caveat about 
them. Fly 


Of the Adverſaries crying 
out on our 4://ention, both in 
regard of their number and 
weight. ibid, 
A note of our fore fathers d:/* 
ſentions, 520 
Oh the miſery of civill asfex- 


£100. 1089 


by way of compariſon, 426 
Not to haſten our diſſo/ution. 
93 


The morning fitteſt for devo- 
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Diſſot#tion + Pretty things ofir | 


Diſtruft : it makes our dangers | 
greater. 879 | 
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| | | 
"Nt Divercej, Concerning matter of | E/jah with the widow of $a- | Endeavors : how Ged blefleth | 
diverce; incaſe of apparant a- | repta. 1088 | thedeyout endeavours of his | | 
[1 dultery&z:with advice tothe | Of his tempeſtuous comming | ſervants, 2365 1- 4 
"1 | innocent- party in that be- | in to Abad, ibia| Without our endeavours our. | 
WA =” I 298| Of his being fed by the Ra-| Prayers and Teares are no- 
Yd i Defrine : This and exhortation | vens. 1190| thingworth., . y2og 
(86 muſt goe rogether. 47 | His deeds with the Baalztes. | Enemie : how. oft it falls out thar | 
W 1-5 Dreames : Of what uſe of old, 1193| theyofourowne houſe OOTY 
4: FR and alſo even now. ' 43 | His heroicall ſpirit, #195 | -the worſt enemies, | 
Ys Drunkenneſſe : Its reſemblance | Of his running before Abad, SPY '; 1330! 
"us | with covetouſnel'e, 7 | andflying from 7ezebel.1194 | * Wee are ſo to Godattively 
#17} Of Noahs Drunkenneſſe. 739 His cordall in his journey. and paſſively, 487 
| {he | Drunkenneſſ e the way tO all | | I bs good ule to bee made of an 
"oj beſtiall affections. 799 | Heeisrevenged on Ahab. enemy, «5 - B30] | 
$5 A Drunkards ſtyle. to6014] x 1221 If God be cur enemy we ſhall | 
bs A beaſt or a ſtone is as capable | His rapture. . "1225 bee ſure of enemies encugh, } . | 
4 of inſtrution as a drunkard. The happineſſe of E/:/2a 1n at- par} 
et | 1972 | terding him, 161d Even all the Creatures. 48 [* 
1 Aadrynkard may be any thing | Ea, his happineſle 1n atten- ; $38, and 891 | 
I fave good 1105 | ding Elgah. id| A tfearcfull thing to be at the ' 
| | Daell : The firſt challerge of | What hecared for, .1227| mercy of an enewy, 12cg 
Duel whence, 1050 | Heſawhis maſters departure | Exterpriſes : the undertaking of | 
The cen'ure of D els. 1c 85 | tbid| great enterpriſes had nced | 
| Dll: what quickneth dz ſpi- | His healing the waters. 1250| both of witedome and cou- | 
rits. - 1328 | Curſingthe children, 1231] rage. . -. ' 943 
Ditneſſe : Remedies againſt 4#/- | Releeving the Kings. 1232 | Emvie, vide Malice ; a proud| 
neſſe 1n our calling, 349 | Of his being with the $2»-| man is alwaics cxvzozs, even : 
| nanite, 1335| toall, 45 | 
EE OO pe Le _ | :Ofhimand Naamar. 124c| It is ever more quick-ſight- 
E ' His raiſing the Iron, and blin-| ed thanlove. . 1326 
, ding the Hſſprians. 1246| - Exvie,alin and puniſhment. 


pin cg  Hisconferring with Hazae/. | 48 
| | | 1261 | Theenviozs hisCharaQer,1 20 
Arne nejſe ; what it dothin | His royall pay for the Swza- | Its kindes and effets. 199 
prayer. 3 mitcglodginghim. tid | Envycurious. 876 
Earth : jt yeelds no content, 11 | Ekſpaes death lamented by | Enguy ma malicicus man once 
A prety ule of that that wee | Toafh. 1289 | conceived what it brings. 
are earth 59 E:iſpaes burial. . 1282 | forth. 999 } 
The earth is made onely for | Elizabeth, that Queenepraiſed, | Ze is blinde to all objeds | 


ation, not for truition. goo | and of whom enviedin life, | fave to other mens happineſle. | 
Eaſe ; Good things ſeldome | and corned afterdeath, 441 | 


| = 
gotten witn eaſe. 5 | Ely, of himand Hazzah, 1000 | An envious breaſt a fit lodge- 
Youthand eaſe ler looſe their | His zealous breach of charity. ing for the evill ſpirit. ibid 

| WEN. v686 ibid | Anexample of envies calting 


Education; A complaint of the} Of him and his ſons. 1002 | off ſhame. 1058 
-9i(-eaucation of our Gentry, Wee reade of no other fault | Evy like the Jaundies. bid 


357 | thathe had but indulgence, | Errox is commonly joyned with 
What edacation workes, $82 9 \-- 


1004 | cruelty. - | 584 
Parents ſhou'd have both of His admirable faith. 1006 The falſe patrons for new er- 
them alike care of their chil- Embaſſadors, their names ſacred, 


| rors compared to the Gibeo- 
drens education. 966 | oor |: lates | 917 
Education hath no leſſe polv- | Emprizeſſe ; as in nature,ſfo ſpi- | Eſax : the Contemplation on E- 
er to corrupt, than nature. | . ritually there ought to bee no | {are and Jacob; do5 
; 1186 emptineſſe. 1 | Efteeme : Two things make a 
It raiſeth great hopes, but the | End: the end ofa thing is bet- | maneſteemed, 5 | 
proofe of them is in the di- | ter than the beginning. 1319 | Events: how happily God doth , 
i | vVinebenedition. 1300 | . vide Event. ' _ , continue all events for the 
| Egypt : ts plagues, . 834] Satansaſlaults are foreſt at our | _ good of his, — ' 1262 
Eglon;his reverence 11 receiving | exd, | 55 Wee muſt not judge of Gods 
| | 2 meſſage from God. The lives of moſt are miſ-\ loveorbatred by events.1202 
| 942 | | ſpentonely for. want ofa cer- | Evil : an evil man deſcribed: 
| | Ebud,and Eglon. ; 940 | tane&r eftheir ations. 136 10 
Elegance, what without ſound- | The end commonly anſwera-| Not to bee.evill whenthere 
| neſle, | '9| bletotheway. . 1683| are provocations thereto 1s | 
| — _ L | - | commendable. _ | 


om ts 
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| 


| 


commendable. 56 


Examples : as the ſins of great 


on eAlphabeticall T able 


of the Worke. | 


In ev how ready the devill 
1s to ſet us forward. 130 
The not doing of evill is re- 
quited with good. 830 
The infeRionof exi# is much 
worle chan theaQ. 881 
Whether wee may doe ev:{/ 
that goodgnay come thereof. 


| 906 
Every Chriſtian the better for 
his eviks. 970 


If we be not as ready to ſuf- 
fer evil as to doe good, wee 
are not fit for the conlecrati- 
on of God, 974 
The abetting of evi41s worſe 
than the committing of ir. 
989 
Itis one of the greateſt prai- 
ſes of Gods goodnefle that he 
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A juſt doome for falſe flatte- 
rers, fully deſcribed in the 4- 
 malckite that brought tidings 
toDavid of Sauls death. 1084. 

A flatterer moſt notably diſ- 
coverd. 1098 
Fleſh: in the matters of God we 
muſt not conſult with fle/ 
and blood, ; 795 
Fellow : never was ſeene ſo bad 
ceurſe,but had ſome followers 
or applauders- 128 
Food : the ſoulc 1s fed as the bo- 
dy,with milk & ſtrong meat. 

I 

Fooles : three ſorts, eo + 
The ſucceſſe of their folly.:b:d 
All finne hath power to be- 
foole a man. 9976 
Force ; open force is not ſo dan- 
gerous,as cloſe diſſimulation, 


37 
A pretty Embleme of force 


and wylinefle joyned toge- |. 


ther to worke miſchiefe. 972 
Fortitude : ingenerall and ſpeci- 
all.: *+.. 377 3f: 206 
True Chriſtian fortztude what 
it teacheth. $79 
True - Chriſtian fortitude 


1074. 


_ wades:through all evils. . 997 

A note of true fortitude, 992 

Fortune ; Of their evill that aſ(- 

cribe calamities to nature or 

chance. e289 

| Forwardaeſſe : \t argues inſuffici- 
Ence. 


Foxe: a pretty Embleme of the | 


TER. 972 

Fraxa : how fitlyeſt anſwered | 
Free : the Spirit of God breathes 
Freedome : none free but Gods | 


Freewul ; that error foyſted on 


' Friend ; how to uſe bias 5 
Of forcing of healths in a| 
14, Friendſpip : No faithfull friend- 


Foxes __ tyed together. 


with ſubrilrie. 1331 


freely _ I 304 


ſervants, - 
the Church of Englag?, by | 
the Parlor of 4mflerdam. 60; | 


The Romikh error of freewi/l. 
665 


When knowne. 21 


ſeipto be found inthem that 
have no religion. 126: 


Three grounds of friendſtip, 


24 

W hat only ſhould part friends 
| a4 

True fr:enaſerp neceſlarily re- 


quircth patience. 1d. 
No time loſt that is beſtowed 
ona true friend. 26 


Theright behaviour of a true 
friend. | 14, 
Of the lofſe of a friend, 26,27 
How to make | men our 
friends perforce, that will not 
be {o1n love. 41 
A true friend the: ſweeteſt 
contentment in the world 46 
How to deale with. an offen- 
ding friend. 48 
What wee muſt doe in med- 
ling with fr5ends faults. 5o- 
kich men can- hardly know | 


their ends, Fl 

| The charaQter ofa tiue friena. 

| 159 

Faith or friendſhip never try- 
ed but in extremity. ' 50 

A fearefull man cari never bee 

a trae-ſriend, 1036 


The fruition of friends a great 
comfort. £038 
The purpoſe of any frienaforp 
18 more than the value, - 974 
Fulke :'DoRor Fulke commen- 
Wand: 0 0007 p63 
Funerals : Our Churches pra- 
&iceinthem an pn 


833]. 


— : . F 


TN line: it leades in ſine, bit 

ſhame follows it. out. 1312 
How many in feaxe of pover- | 
ty ſeek to gaine' unconſciona- 


7” _— _y = "_ V 


— ua. ice ————— 
-4 Cy 


ts, And —— 


tes, fied... af 


— ——_— Yo. 
. 


e— Tz rr 


God:theuse of his preſence. 'I1 


"= 1 Alphabeticall Table of tho Workes 


bly,and die beggers. 973. 
No gaine ſo ſweet as that ofa 
robbed altar. 1026 
Gallant : His deſcription in his 
jollity. 455 
Gameſter:he is prertily deciphe- 
red. 971 
Geſftnre:vid.body. 

Gibeonites : hte wiſdome but 
not falſhood comended ,g1 7 
Their ſmooth tale: told for 
themſelves. ibid. 
The reſcueof Gibeon. 935 
The Gibeorites reveged.11 35 

Gideon: his calling. | 945 
His preparation '& yiRories. 

\ 949 
There 1s no greater example 
of modeſtythan inGideon.g5 5 

Gifts,or giving : God loves not 
either. grudged or neceſſary 
gifts. 33 
Gods former gifes, arguments 
of more. 


133 
| Diverſities of gifts. Fll 
Lhe excellentuieof it 512 


Not to bee either envious in 
the wantof gifts, or proud in 
the enjoyment of them.. 345d, 
A pretty inſtance. of the.di- 
verſity of gifts, found written 
in Lsthers houſe, F12 
Speed in giving, how accep» 
table. 5.936 
In gifts, intention- is the fa- 
 vour,not the ſubſtance. - y42 
God will finda time to make 
uſe of any of his gifts beſtow- 


ed onany man. 961 
We meaſure the love of God 
by his g:frs, 997 


God es not'to have his 
- gifts liedead, where he hath 
conferred them. 1154 
Glory : Gods glory muſt bee the 
dick: of all our actions and 
deſires. 865 
The abſurd impiety ofU{rgels 
deſire of having other gods 
| \. $60 
A miſerable god chat! wants 
helping. 1016 
With "what ſecurity they 
 walkethattake their direRi- 
.. ons from Ged. 1919 
+ Tn his buſinefle wee muſtnot 
ſtand pon rermes of reputa- 


tion. 1306 
Gods hand and tongue ever go 
together. 4306 


What exiterprize was, eyer 
ſeton foote for God, which 
: found not ſome croſſes? 1 30 


ſ 


As good no God as00 1 many. 
shid. 

He never difappointes the 

confidence of hus ſ{eryants. 


5; 1228 
All things ſhall proſper that 
begin with God... 1327 


Goalineſſe : Never was any man 
a loſer by true godlmeſſe. 


lOy3 
Godlineſſe diſappoints no Man 
oft his hopes. . '' . 1282 


Goliab:Of him and David.1050 
Howr fitly he termes himlelfe 
A dog. 1054 

Hisend is a picture of the end 
of inſolency and P_ 


bid. 


Good : Of doing g good alidiq an il 
meaning. 55 
Of goodi1ll uſed, 56 
All our beſt goods inſenſible. 

134 
A.peed man will ever be do- 
ing good, 830 


Good done,but not out of con- 
{cience, what they meet with 

5 th 962 

 Goad men of kept for the 


worſt times. 


| 1290 
Goodneſſe: 'Tts power. '6 
No good it nan that mends not. 
It is oF a | winning quality, 
| 399 


& OE ow. ® * 


devils has bh any for good- 


nefſps.'! |. 4#bid, 


afayouritis. 
Its ſweetnefle. 892 
Governonrs:vid.Kinps and Prin- 
ces. How it pleaſeth the peo- 
ple to heare the governors tax- 
ed. . | 882 
Corrupt governokrs loſe the 

, Comfort pf their ownebreſt. 
7 6 10 92h KM 883 
A:praying governor. +. #hid, 
No ſrhall. happineſſe toa State 
to have their governors cho- 

\ ſenby worthineſle. 
Governours muſt not-reſpet 


'Patiknce. is a good proofe of 


_ fuleGods graces, becauſethey 


| .are found in ill men.. \970 


— _= a er IE——ooeSt.. 


_ 


Gt —ﬀ 
- - +. 40+* @ _— 


Gaſpet: -The enjoyment of itlwhar | 
899 


992 | 


their. 0wne ends: in\publike | 


ations. ' 4 ,-9054 

65 Whar a good governor ſhould 
looke to. 1330| 
Grace;lt wfllgrow. '. 7| 
- How chained, ,' ..'- 126] 


© -rreachery. : 
WI 7 894k A deſcription of pac; 7g | 


"The folly of them: that re- | 


11018 juſt with God that mar 


that want grace ſhould want 
. Wit t00. 44) *'4:,*$OLO 
Grace is not tied either to 
number or meancs. _ - 1022 
Grace is by gift,and not by in- 
heritance. , 1924 
An unmannerly .ungodlineſſe 
Not to _ Grace at meate, 
| 1026 
Nothing but grace can make 
usto make uſe of others judg- 


— 
—_—  —_ —_— 


ments. 1029 
A ſpeciall token of a gracious 
heart. 1068 


The graces of God how they 
ſhould artrak our Love. 
1076 

The offers of grace are ſo ma- 
ny ageravatious of wicked- 
nefle. 
According to the exerciſe of 
reſtraining grace,naturall men 

_ doe, either tall or riſe in their 
ill. | ibid, 
The true method of grace 
what it 18. 1303 
How vaſt a difference grace 
makes in the ſame age. 1 304 
Gods grace never confined to 
Virginity, 306 

G omg. 6b Not reſpeted of : = 


but Or INA!1, 


There is an affable "20" Ig | 


ty that becomes greatneſſe. 


1027 | 
Diſhoneſty grows bold when | 


it 1s countenanced by grear- 
neſſc. 
Our readineſſe to obſerve pre- 
. vailing greatzeſſe, 1269 


- 1062 | 


1103| 


It is hard for oreatneſſe to | 


| know them whom they may 
truſt, "F270 
How hard a thing it is to 
make great perſons to yeeld 
that they have offended. 

| 1 235 
How eaſic a matter it is for 
God to bring down any mans 

| greatneſſe. SIO ibid. 
The eminency of a mans per- 


ſon doubles both the offence | 


and the judgernent, 1299 


Every ak of greatneſſe i is pfe- 


ceprive, . 


« wg 
Greatneſſe is ſally Kiſgher | 


Ons, 1325 


| Greatneſſe cannot ſecure from 


anger in Haman, 
2M deferying greaty eſſe P b. 
invyaine _ to it ſe] 


| _perpetairy 


1337 | 


. 


—  — CC > 


> 


$—— * 


| & —— 
” +» — 


wy 


_— i a Mit. Att 


CN Ne NE anna * + 
; one N . - 


dy# 4m 3-4S06-4ag 5g ang te IL __ _ 
I 5 "» CS th : _— He = WS 


T*. #8" Los»: 2: 
RY ond . 


%- OR. 
_ HE as cp tr” « $18 of _" 
G - , 6 «3 wr, 
4 $ 


x gg : WL 


Ae. = 
Bp. 


ve RT ton ACh 


CER en, 


m » —- EA 2 ts rl n——_—_ 
Fae - oo ter arr dc ner et ibn tarp ie tr i er nc 


. n ers th OE—_ 
goats 4% . - A I _.-'- = vue Is ts 
D > I; bevel : A — os Fe 
” > _ a a T = 


aye 
1 4 Fg . 
. ox p-_ D . _—_—_ _ _ 
5 ALES GD. 5 - *. "yy © OS. < A a _ 
PRC ne bn, ein. =. as ey I GO < ICS PIES Vp 
« - _ - _—_  — n * | BW ag *%. Ms ot — Cone” 
x Pr 


W,125778 


NW - 
nn ns 


Te BS 


oy 


- - Pr 
- _ WF" Ry YC ———Y w 4 by = 
nn ee cons - x Y y "fy 


* 251). 


2 
* =_ . . 7m, _—_ 7 D . \ , p 6: w. i E 
x GFP Mg Frum one : 4. __ 
« = — pa __— a ——- —_ _ 22m eu te __ _ $ 
RA OBESE II ne ic 7 —_— — — 
” ox - 
4 _ 4: £4 - : ——— Mm rwonen <> PIR > x; Ram oo 
- . - - —_ i — —— 4 - —_ 
_ n__ ies _—_ 0 __ w—_ Gy = X Dan's 
: EIS | ot a a. - 


—_ 


> a "ut A a4 bois AAS 


" "a Hh 


_ 
"_ 


+ 
» . 
; » Fol * 
: s 
2 'T 
[ £4 
: p 2 1: 
: : Y & < 
T9 iS 2 
'8$. $1 is, 
: : a 
Fi 0:23 
02. T5 
TY: 7 
p : w t Ie. 
. 
s t% "F 
4 4% 
FP 
1% * 


TT - = 
I. —_ _— Oy 280 ily 
- HUM _— —_—  — &: : " 
: - . n —_— os , 


- PER 


wa SS . = 0 
_— ” 
- 4 m " 
> ” bd 
- py voenenney 
my On en 4 
=_ »: wt p_ - - &X bw" #4 a 
h A = 
x ” - 9g ex EEE l 
— —_ 24 _ . [1 hu 
Py rpg” PP PY z 
*. / pq  -_ 
2, OE. | 
by ge *.. I 
- 51D _ 


a —— Wy 


"£ & - 
3, 267. af» = - - TEE wat a r 
. = 4 0 om —_— ro IG: _ EY p-” k . 
3 : PTCA PTS, - _ —_ 5 "ot tg rot —_ © 292.0 . a 
- 5 AS; CIO IE IO TIS Pg os Gp ens ne Eo er te y = - - . - 
, - CET SCTITS . . _ -— —— _—_—_— - 


- KN pol ey ies 2 eng "FIN 
_— k TnEp_— = , Cx > : : x = ns < _—OOSISTS 
- 2 — wo” «' "N T_ MP ” A 9 
Fa - | - —s = £ = - 3 
my - e's are __ , - 
\ _—— ow ” - + hifi _— -_ % Rs 5 o_ - F'Y "i 
RS WC —_ - ow ES RE - —_— VEM*O . 3 5 ——_ _ _ _ ———— _ eg 
; - - + __— x SS - < adn - oY , - _ __ 
- mY OY"s - - W - 
= —_ ——_— oy T —" o_ 
== . 


Fo Apbaberical Table of the Works. 


dome. Thirdly,Charitie. 127 
It is a great confirmation to 
any people to ſce God to bee 
their gnide. 845 
No better guide than God 1n 
his Word and Sacraments. 

908 
Griltineſſe : what feare there 1s 
int. 871 
Guiltineſſe is commonly cla- 
morous and impatient. 1000 
Itneeds no Prophet to aſſure 
us of puniſhment. 1095 
Gnile : Nany profeſſe upripht- 
neſſe who yet are all gmils, 
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. tobe happyalone. 


7 
Harlot: Her deadly danger pret- 


of þ 
Haſte : | 


1273| 5 
Hearing: a note for bearers that 


Alfe : an halfe Chriſtian 
lives moſt milerably. 54 
Hamar' diireſpeted by Afor- 
aecat, 1337 
A pretty deſcription of Ha- 
ans taking to heart CHor- 
decates dilreſpett. 1338 


Hamanan Amalekite. 164d. 
The large extent of Hamans 
anger, | 1339 
His cloake for his malice. 
ibid. 
Haman is wwvned to Heſters 
Feaſt, 1245 
Mordecas is ſtill an eye-ſore 
to Hamas. 161d. 
Haman honours CAMordecas 
1346 
His thoughts fruſtrated.1 347 
Hamaz thander-{trucken, 


Fine expoſtulations in Ha- 
man, id. 
Hamandroupes. 1249 


Heis hanged, and ordecai 
advanced. #bid 
rw = ſtands when hee is 
accued by the Queene, 1 351 
His ſpeech to Fan hs 
fore his death. 

His 


of death. Ss 
| Zgzun: Of himand Davids 
| baſſadours, 


| wrote. cs _ 


his | 


ueene be- 
ow sbid, | 
wofull expoſtalation 
with himſelfe at the inftanr | 
1352 
Am- 
4099 


rerpetuity of applauſe, 1331 | Happineſſe : How to bee happ 
G Lg "oh that orzefe | mdeſpight of allthe world. 
which hath no other end than | 45 
| irfelfe. 1325 Who 1s happy enough. Fl] 
Guides : A Chriſtian muſt mall | A happy mans Character.163 
|| his wayes have three grides. | Wherein it is not, 2198 
Firſt, Truth, Secondly, Wiſ- | Wherein tt is. 


.:- MP 
The ſuddennefſe of mans bap- 
pineſſe. 473 
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ardneſſe, or hardning : How to 
keepe from it. 300 
Many hardned by the "—_— 
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A good heart cannot 4, 


tily deſcribed, 


Heaven compared to an hill. 


8 
The way to heaves foule and 
thorny. 31 
Hell 18 not more obſcure in 
compariſon of the earth,than 
the carth in reſpeR of heavey, 


8 
Heavenly and earthly wigs 
repreſented unto us by the 
two lights of heaven,the Sun 
and the Moone. 59g 
The different degrees of hea. | 
vensglory, 297 
Heavens joyes prettily ex- 
prefled, 


Of making haſte to be 
good. | op 
Juſt jealouſie of being over- 


haſtily holy. 


27 
Hatred betweene the Chriſtian 


and the world. 54 
come for eloquence. ' bd. 
An inducement to beare 'of- 
ten. Pt Lp, 
They ſhould not regard fo 
mach who ſpeakes as from 
whom they ſpeake. 1406 


Heart : How ſmall, how great: 


5 
The heart and tongues cor- 


reſpondence. 32 
A tru figne of a falſe heart is 
to be nice in ſmal matrers,and 
contrary in great... x35 
How to keep from hardneſſe 
of heart. 299 


The heart hath many names. | Her eondoling with forde- | 
- "468 | © p46, 1343 
Deceitfull in every ' faculty. | Of her faſting. - 1343 
y 1 | #6id,| © Her ſuing to Abaſeru. 1 344 
A mans inward diſpoſition{ Ofhazard in approaching to 
preſageth his event. 908 im. | ' abid 
A good heart can frame itſelf] She receives beſides Pardon, 
roallconditions; © y650| Favour. 1344 
Saul thevery piAure of afalfe| She feaſts the King and Ha-' 
heart, 2 i105 7] - mew. 1345 
The fouleſt heart doth oft en-| She is long in giving np her 
joy good motions,” 1658] fait. ibid 
No heart but ſometimes will | Hezechiah:Of him and Serache- 
relent. "Te69| , rib, | 1689 
- Our heart eompared'toia Ciry} Hezechiah puts a new life in- 
encloſed. "1434 tothe heartlefle remnant cf 
A true note of an upright] Gods pcople. 1290 
 beart. 2.2393, A finguhruſeoftr. ibid. 
| Aloft heart is beſt temper | A pretty deſcription of his re- 
' for God. 1 $305 | formationand (etling,of Reli- 
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man but hee that made it. 
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2 
Heaven double, Glorie Ss 
cleſig. 487 
The three Heavens notably 
deſcribed. 773 
Never any entred Heaven 
with cale, 1338 
Heeles : What the im1quity of 
ones heels is. 1069 
Helkyjah : A Prieſt,and of his di- 
gence in ſurveying and' re- | 
pairing of the breaches of the | 
Temnle. 1305 | 
Hee might bee a notable ex- 
ample toall Miniſters. #614, 
And that in his humility. | 
«$300 

Henry: Alamentation for Prince 
Hepyry. 425 
Heraldry:lts antiquity. 426 
Heeerbehar How farce tis lawtull 
to have converſe with them. 
300 
335 
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Heſter: She is choſen. 1333.1 


Nothing can fill: thei hrars of 


Heaven,irs pleaſure oventily de? | 


2 ibid. 
This hard ſtrait that hee was 
driven to, before hee would 
make bold with God. 1791 
His behaviour when ' Rav- 
faakeb 


rn t ooo ooo, ids Do ————_— 
A—_ 


"My—__ 


—_—_—_— —_—_— 


p—  ——— 


. venant, and not onthe Merit 
. of his obedience. 
. . Why hee makes ſuch a paſ- 


Holy dayes, how they are obſer- 
Holineſſe:Fearfully abuſed by the 


- uſe,another for vertne.. 449 


feakeh rayled. 
He is ficke,recovered,yviſited. 

; 1294 
The conjecures of Hezekrahs 
weeping With his face turned 
to the wall. 1295 
That prayer of his was groun- 
ded onthe Mercy of the Co- 


ibid, 


fionate requeſt for life, 1634. 


 - Whether by adding yeares to 
Hezehiahs dayes , Gods de- | Hope: The deſcription of a: bope- 
© crees were changed. 
. .Of his vaine-glory in ſhew- 

ing the Ambaſſadours of Ba- 
\ bylon his treaſure. 


21256 


1298 
His poſterity what. 1299 
ved in the Church of Eng- 
land, 606 


Pope. ' 409 
A double holineſſe, one for 


Our ſhaine in the wait of ho- 
lineſſe, and a ſharpe reproote 
for it. | 410 
Of whom it is rejeted. 5614. 
Whoſo holy as finnes not, eX- 


ample in CAſrriam and Aaron | 


againlt o{es. $75 
Holineſſe not tied to any pro- 
feſlion. 982 
The Throne and the Pulpit 
chiefly call for bolneſſe, 1031 


Holy duties how regarded of 


the wicked. 1036 


| No manbrags ſo much of h0- 


line(ſe as he that hath 1t not. 
1045 


| Alitde holineſſe worth much 


illumination. 1180 
| No temptation ſo dangerous 


as that which comes under 


the vaile of $olineſſe. ibid. 


 Halineſſe cannot freeus from 


-nfirmity. 1291 


brealts. 
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An Epiltle-of true honor: 25 4 
They that are mcſt unworthy 
of itare in hotteſt chaſe for it, | 
IIS ole 93) 
Honour 18 heavy whea it 
comes on the be:t termes. 

| 1028 

Honoxy will thew the, man. 
O55 

To be honored by the unwor- 
thy 1s little better than dil- 
grace. 1347 


leſſe map. _ 1058 
Heofts . God ſtiled, The God > 
Hoſts an hundred and thirty 
tines by the Prophets, with 
the uſe thereof. 488 
Hogfholder: His properties, 21 7 
Humiliation : It isa rightuſe of 
afflition, 1099 
Tis the way to glory. #61, 


Artaxerxes begins the tuil- | 


ding of the Temple withan 
holy Bumiliation. 1.322 
Deepe bamiliation mult make 
Way forthe ſaucceſſe of great: 
enterprizes, 1343 
Humility: How God accepts of 
It, 134 
The CharaKer of an humble 
man. 157 
Humility, with the contrary 
VICE, ' 205 
Humility ; the word :xo1izs 
Miniftries, ſhould teach us | 
humility. 514 
Humility is both a ſigne of 
following glory, and the way 


unto It. 947 
Humility is ever the way to 
ho1our. 9096 


How happy athing it is to be 


bumble, 1306 
Hunger : Sweet comforts to the 
bungry ſoule. 57 
Husband : how hee muſt carry 
| himſelfe, 217 


That the graces and wits of | Hpecrite, or Hypocriſie:Reaſons 
.. the holieſt and warieſt are 
ſometimes aſlcepe in ther 
1308 
Hoſow : It is a ſafe point of wil- 


why itis a very madneſle to 
be an hypocrite, 3 
A worldiing is an hypocrite. 5 
The Hypocrites Charater 


dome to carry a jealous eye 169 


over thoſe whom wee have 


Honor ; How honowr and charge 
_ areofan inſeparable connex1- 


A worthy caution for an hy- 


found hellow , and hoſtile. | porrite. 280 
wy 1323] Prettily deſcribed in the pro- 
Honeſt, or honeſty: its charaQter. | feſſion of holineſle. 413 

'156] Hypocrites, how contrary to 
- Honeſt aRions never ſhame | Aeoſes 1athe vailling his face. 
their doers: 1078 7 


 Hypoeriſiegets this, that ic may 
do cvill unſuſpe&ed. . 897 
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No meanes hath ſo inriched | 
hell as beautifull faces tg8 
Hypocri es have good rangues 
4+: (IC 20 
Fyp:crites only reſt.in forma- 
lities, 1034 
An Hhpociute will ſooner find 
ont another mans ſinne then 
his owne, - "ra 3 L036 
The folly and impucency of 
Fiypacriſie deſcryed, ” 104F 
Saul the. very CharaRer: of 
hypocriſie, 1:1. 1037 
FHypecrites partiall in their de- 
teltations, 1087 
A ſpecial note of anthypocrice, 
even to make uſe of God for 
E15 owne purpoſes; : i go88 
Wicked Eypocrites care \not 
how they piay with God fo 
they may mocke men.” r415 | 
What an idlenelle jtis in hy- 
porrates, to hope that they 
{hall dance in a net unſeene of 
heaven. 11184. 
Action hath onely the power 
to deſtroy hypocrifie: ' 1281 
The notable hypocrifie of the 


Jewes diſcovered. 1322 
Ael,and Siſcra. 942 
Of 1acls courtelie to Sifera, 
Eo © 

[aels expoſtulations about 
S/era's death. ibid, 
Jacob : Thecontemplation of 
Tacob and Eſas. 805 
Idl:neſſe:Itis very troubleſome, 


1.98 
The 74le man is the Devills 
cuſhicn. 4.8 
God never graceth the le | 
with viſions, 82 ' 


Idleneſſe what it does. 1103 


toit, may bee imployed to 
Gods ſervice. 949 
No truſting the honeſty ofan 
Idslater. 98x | 
The obſtinacy of 1delatrie. 
| 1017 
Who ever ſaw ati Idolater* 
that was not cruell. 1275 
Hard not to be infeced by an 
Idolater, 1286 
An /dolater knowes not how 
to ſtay. ibid. 
Its craelty.  #bid. 
TIdolaters ſucceſſefall for a 


| 1dols,and idolatry; thingsabtiſed | * 
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while. ibid, 
Idolatry commonly more 
ibid, 


gaudy than truth. by 
' 1dolatry makes ſpeed. ibid. 
An holy inveighing againlt /- 
dolatry. 1287 
' The: hand of an Jdolater 1s 


conagious. 1320 
No perſon worſe than a 
mongrell Ido/ater. 1332 


Teatoufie «© It is a fafe point of 
wildome to carry a jealous 
eye over thoſe whom wee 
have once found hollow. 

1320 


Tebu : Wirth /choram and leza- 


'bel. 1265 
Of his killing the ſons of e- 
bab and the Prieſts of Baal. 

1270 

Tehoiakim:Of him, his raigne and 
impriſonment. 1309 
His ſonne Jehorch m gets his 


throne. $14, 
The iſſue of that. 1310 
Teptha. - GG 1 
His Vow, 962 


A pretty expoſtulation of 
Teptha's daughter in meeting 
her farher. 963 
Tericho : Of the ſiege of Tericho, 
910 

Of their feare and courage. 
911 

A pretty uſe to bee made of 
the peoples walking about 
Tericho ſeven dayes. 912 
Teroboam. 
He ſets up two calves 1 Daz 


and Bethel, 1176 
Of his Wife. 1182 
Shee is difgniſed , but found 
Our, 1184 


The Prophets thunderclaps 
of vengeance apaiiſt him. 

| 1185 

Ternſalem:'tis deſtroyed by Na- 
buchadnez2ar. 1310 
A holy caution by its judg- 
ments to beware. bid. 
A pretty mournfull lamentati- 
on of its loſle, ibid, 
Nehemiah builds up the walts 
of Jeruſalem. 1324 
The peoples willingneſſe to 
this worke, 1226 
The oppoſers of it, 161d, 

| Nebemuah is not hindred by 
the barking of ſome dogges. 


| 132 

The ſtrength of thoſe wth 
prettily diſcuſſed, ibid. 
The building of Jeruſale with 
a Truel,anda Sword is alive- 


ly Image of the building 0! 
the Church militant. 1325 
leſwite: A caveat for Kings to be- 
ware of them. 357 
Their covetuouſneſle and am- 
bition. 280 
The Jeſzites canning infinua- 
tion3 into thoſe whom they 
hope to pervert. 
Accompanied with horrible 
untruths. 651 
"Their conjurations. 653 
They have nothing but the 
outſide of Religion. © 653 
ewes : Nehemiabs redrefling 
the extortion of the Jewes. 

| 1328 
Condemned to . death by 
meanes of Hamans malice to 


. 649|. 


Mordecai, 1244 
The decree reverſed. 1353 
Tezebel: Of her counſell to A- 
hab in the matter of Naboth. 

| 121 
Her pride hada fall, 12750 


Pretty obſervations about her 
ceath. ibid. 


Tonorance : It isa Wiſe 1gnorance 


3753: 


notto pry ito things not re- 


vealed. 1 
Tgno ance cannot acquit, if 1t 
can abate our ſin. 1037 
The affeQation of rgnorance 
deſperate. ' 1d. 
Imitation: A caution te be had in 
It. 52 


Thoſe ſinnes that nature con- 
vaies not, we have by imitati- 


on. 1302 
- Falſe Gods have ever affeRed 
to 1mit.ete the true, 


1274 
Impatience :, The 1ll wiſhes of 
the impatient. often heard. 
di 

[mpriſonments : Of its comfort, 
278 

[mprepriators , Or Charch-rob- 
bers, a good example and 
caveat for them. 1318 
[mpunity. Hope of it drawes on 
ſ1nne with boldneſſe. 1078 

[; crnfiderateneſſe :; What it oft 


doth, 937 
Tuconftaucy:The inconftant js un- 
fit for ſociety. 31 
The wnconflants 'CharaQer. 

- 173 
Acertaine way of it. 
| | 1002 
 Tndifferency +: humane things 
1t18 molt ſafe to be 3ndifferent. 

| | 126 
Indulgences : Popilh Indulgences 
| Cenſured, as againſtantiqui- 


Increaſe : 


1 


| 


EIA 
tie, reaſon , and Scripture. 


Parents indulgence S: What 
| 8 
Cruell to themſelves. rs 
It 1s a notor1ous ſinne in Pa- 
" rents. sid. 
Infettion:Aard not to be infetted 
with a contagious neighbour. 
hood. "4 1286 
Infidelity: Its Chara&ter. 1 77 
A ſharpe reproofe of it, 464 
Infidelity is crafty,yet fooliſh. 


853 

It is lawfull enough to detle 
with 3»fidels, with a cavear. ' 
987, 

Isfirmities : Even the beſt KI 
Gods Saints have them. ; 
1047 

'When they beſt appeare. 
1076 

Ingratitade:Three uſual cauſes of | 
mnpratitude. 21 
Very nature hates moratitnde, 
857 
Inheritane : Our heavenl ihe 
rizance glorious, and riot ſubs | 
ze toalteration. 56 
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Injeries: Three things follow an F 


#ijnry,lo farreas it concernes 
our ſelves. 14] 
Tujuries hurt not more 1nthe 

receiving,than in the remem- 


brance, us 

Injuries like a wound, 818 | 
Injuries How made intolera- | 
ble. 1266! 


1 nnocency : How allowed alaw- | 
full craft. . 1331 | 
Innovations. Dangerous. 1286 
Inquiſition : Its tyranny,wath a 
 fearefull example on the exe- 
cutioners. 253 
Inſultation : That,in the rigour 
of Juſtice, argueth cruelty. 
To 990 
Intention : Good intentions cati- 
not warrant unlawfull as. 
on _ 1094 

What bewrayes evill ;»tent:- 
9x5 more than vicious Agents. 

| T1172 

Inward: Oar inward diſpoſitions 
1s the life of our ations 
CORNER 895 
And a mans #»ward diſpoli- 
tion doth preſage the event. 


go8 
Toab and Abner. 1035 
Toabs execution. INFl 


Joaſh : Of Athaltah and Toaſh. 
| 1.275 


Toaſh with Elifpa dying. 1279 
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His forrow for El/paes death. 

| 1280 

Hee began well but ended ill. 
1504 

Tonathau:Of his victory, 1035 
His admirable faith. 16:4, 
Of his love, and Sas/s envy. 
055 
His and Davids love prettil 

ſet out. ibsd. 


Tordan:Of it divided. go8 

Toſeph : His brethrens envy pret- 
| rily deſcribed. 815 
Toſeph twice (tript of his gar- 
ment, ibid, 


Joſeph praiſed for his patt- 
ence and wiſdome. ibid, 
Tofiah:His reformation. 1 __ 
His infancies happineſſe that 
| irfaltinto the handsof fairh- 


fult-Counſellors. 1304. 
| His minority was not __ 
$014. 


His tenderneſſe of heart 11 
hearing of the Law read. 

1305 
| A ſweet Soliloquie on ir.ob1d. 
He is taken away from the 


By that God gatglory. 1309: 
Sweet obſervations of his dy- 
ing,bothas he did; and when 
he did. | ibid. 
Toy,vide Rejoyce : It is ſhamefull 
for true Chriſtians not to be 


| His graces ſlept in him. $614. | 


goyfull. | 40 
Of - worldings joy , and the 
godlies, 44 


The joy of ſach as have an evil 


conſcience is but — 
Tis the ſafeſt way to reſerve 
our joy till wee have good 
proofe. of _ the worthineſle 
and fitneſſe of its obge&. 
e | 1029 

| Tſaac:He ſacrificed, 796 
Iſrael:His afflition, 825 
Ifracls ruſt new ſcoured, 

| $26 

| Jſrael fed with Sacrament, 
854] 

OF their ſeven mutinies 6 


gainſt Moſes, 890 
What pretences be made ere 
a true Philiſtim will be quick- 
ly weary of a true 1/rac/tte. 

Ei | 972 
The great change in 1/rael. 


+ 1093 | 


Her.utter deftrugion. 1288 
Expoſtulated, 2288 
Isaah : Herreturne to her old 


The juſtneſle of Gods judp- 
wents. 1269, 4257 | 
Our entirenefſe with wicked 


home. 2318 


what it taught her. 1319 
Indaiſme : The foarefull danger 
of being in it. 399 
Tudges : Anotefor them in re- 
gard of partiality. 1044 
Iudging: We may judge,but wee 
muſt take heed to the order. 


453 


The ſchoole of her captivicy | 


men doth often intereſt us 
bothin their fins andin their 
{orrowes. 1273 
The wicked never.dreame of 
the neere approach of Gods 
judgments while they are 
plotting their deepeſt de- 
fign2s. 1293 
Gods very jrdgments are 
ſometimes mercitull, x14309 


appearance 15a uſefullrule for 


The not judging according to 
avoyding error in judgment, 


 tubid 
Excellent things of judging a 
mans ſelfe. 1031 | 


Inmus commended. 262 
Tuſtice:1t gives to every man his 
owne. 19 
A buyer of places of Indic 
tre will ſurely felt uf 


5 
6 


God ſeparates before hee 
jadgeth, and fo ſhould wee, 


1044 
Indgments: God is tobe magn- 


470 
Ofthat two-fold j#ftice, Le- 


gall and Evangelicall. 495 
Of Legall and diſtributive 
juſtice. 497 


hed in his judgments, 43 


How j#ftice 1s a notable work 


The day of judgment how ter- 
rible ſhewed by reſemblance. 


: 859 
Wicked men never care to 


$rill ro come, 1306 oblerve Gods judgments un- 
His zeale notably decyphe-| till themſelves bee touched, 
red. 1307 892 
His death. -1308] Gods ſentence of judgment 

certaine, 901 


Gods mercy in letting us to 
ſce his ;#dgments on others, 
195 
Gods knowes no perſons.in 
_the execution of judgments. 
1021 
Nothing but grace can teach 
-usto make uſe of other mens 
judgments, 1030 
The judgments of God are 
not alwales epen, but juſt. 
| 1062 

When wee make a right uſe 
of. the judgments of God, 
| 1095 

Indgment aſſuredly attends on 
thoſe that dare lift up their 
hands againſt Gods Vicege- 
| rents. 1220 
If any thing can avert jwdg- 
ments 1t 18 prayer. 1109 
How Gods judgments wait 


on him to take vengeance, |. 


1261 


We may not judge of Religi- 


of merey, ibid. 

The Churches peace ariſeth 
from juſtice, 499 

Inſultation in the rigour of 
Juffice argueth cruelty. 990 
We may not alwales meaſure 
the j#ſtice of God by preſent 


occaſions, | 1088 
Outward jsſtice may ſtand 
with Idolarry. 1263 
Gods isftice is ſure though tt 

| bepatient, | $2.66 
Gods ſeverity in his ;nſtice oft 
taken for cruelty, 1272 


Tuſtsce and piety are the rules 
whereby a good Governour 


ſhould be ruled. 1330 
Tuſtification:The Komilh herefic 
concerning it. 663 
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Ki vide Princes, deſcribed 
by his qualities and ations 
Naturall and Morall, &c. 209 
Our King commended. 441 


Parall'eld with Conftantize, [ 


| | | +444 
The neere relation of finand 
puniſhment in the Severaigne 


on by particular A&tions, 

1262 
The uſe the wicked ſhould 
make of the delay of exe- 


_ and ſubject,  _ 445 
| King : Tohn King, Lord Biſhop 
roads both lived and dy- 
ed Ours, and none of owe, 
Of Xngs humouring their 


cuting judgement on them. 
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Kings ſinnes are a juſt ſtop to 
the people. 875 
Gods ancient purpoſe to 
raiſe upa King to his people. 
1024 

In Xings, mercy and judge- 
ment ſhould bee ſhſeparable. 
1030 

A Kings firſt care mult bee to 
adyance Religion, 1093 
It well beſeemes a K:»g to 
heare a Prophet. 1107 


lone, 1318 
Kingdome : Every man hath a 
Kingdome within himlſelfe, 
12 

** Ofthem and their viciſſitudes 
1317 

| Kneeling at the Sacrament de- 
fended. 1+ F.- v0} 
Knowledge : What is beſt to 
know, 2 6 
Knowledge of a mans ſelfe 1s 
the beſt kyowledge, 30 
Of knowledge without ſound- 
nefle. 47 
We inuſt labour , if wee will 
havea right relliſh of divine 
knowledge. F5 

| Ofout kowimg one another 
in heaven. .- 297 
The itch of impertinent kxow- 
ledge 15 hereditary, 1077 
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| Gorge : labouring minds are 


the beſt receptacles for 
good motions. 9087 


Zaugh : There is nothing more 


They can hardly doe good a-| 


lamentable than to {ce a man 


laugh when hee ſhould 


IO77 

Law: Of it, 857 
How terrible 19 its delivery. 
59 

The power of it on mans: 
ſoule, ibid. 


Learning : Who fitto learne,and 
who to teach. 


Legion: What it imports. 1 ry. 
Leproſie:Vez4ahleprous. 1283 
Levite : Of Aicha's Levite, 
1062 

The Levites _ Cpncubine. 

| | bo - 
| Laberality:What. os 
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The extreames thereof. 561d. 
Life : He that /ves well,cannot 
but dye well, 8 
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The ſhortneſſe of life how 
mans happinefle. 14 


Of his diflolutton. 19 
Three things wherein the 
whole fe is exerciſed, 21 
To /ive in God is the way 
not to live a weartſome fe. 


J7 
Of Gods being called, The 
Living God, with a ſweet ule 
of it, 675 
Our courſe of /fe mult either 
allow or condemne us. 1183 
Why the beſt doe ſometime 
make ſuch a paſſionate requeſt 
for /ife, 1295 
Weare not worthy to calcu- 
late the date of our time. 


1297 
Lirtle joy inlong {fe if it bee 
evill. zbid. 


Long /ife is no true rule of 
Gods fayour, 1300 

A ſingular ruleto live well. 
1331 

Life can never be better ven- 
tured than where it ſhall bee 

- gameto loſe it. I 343 
Happie is hee that hath fo l1- 
ved that hee can welcome 
death as a friend. 1352 
Light : It was created before the 
SUN Was. 772 

A ſweet Contemplation of 
the /:ght, ibid. 
Little : Of guiding a {zttle well. 
- 40 

Lot:Of him and Sodom. 9597 
Love : Tis but baſe /ove to love 
for a benefit. 7 

A true note of ſelfe-/ove, 
zbid, 

It 1s both a miſery and ſhame 
tobe a bankerourt in /ove. 26 
Three things that a man may 

_ love without exception. 45 
Love toGodand men. 199 
Loves ftrength after recon- 
cilementr. 817,818. 
Open defiance is better than 
falſe /ove. 971 
Love procurcs truer ſervitude 
than neceſſity. 


Love cannot bee ſeparated 
from a deſire of fruition, 


9094 
Love muſt ſuffer both fire and 
Anvill. ibid, 


Tisa vaine ambition to ſeeke 


' tobe /ovedof all. 1029 | Malice. 810 
Touathans love, 1055 God will eyer raiſe up ſecret” 
A good note of true and falſe | favourers to his owne,among 
love. 1c97 | thoſe thatare moſt malicrors. 
Where that meets with, ne- v5 
| | | Malice __ 


mm —_—_ 


g86| 


S 


ceſlity there can want no in- | 


deavour of viRtory. 
Luft : It cemmon y ends in | 
loathing. | 810 
Lnftsmadneſſe. $15 
Luther; A golden ſaying of Car- 
dinall Contarenus concerning 
Luther, Ff18 


Lyar-His faſhion, manifeſtation, | 


and puniſhment, 197 
Whether we may /e for the 
promotion of a good cauſe, 


906 
If Policy have allowed of 


ofticious Lyes, yet Religion 
never, 1273 


Lewd miſereants care not 
how they belic God for their 
owne purpoſes. 1292 
Lyon:His rage againſt Sampſon 
in that encounter prettily de- 


1328! 


{cribed 971 
Where our ſtrength lyes a- 
gainlt that Zyox the Devill. 
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A leſſon of thankfulnefle lear- 
ned from the Lyons carkaſſe. 
Ly 
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Aaneſſe : he isarare man 

that hath not ſome kinde 

of madzeſſe in him. 132 
Miniſters oft counted mad- 
men when oncethey begin to 
TEProove. 1266 
Magicke ; Its through the per- 
miſſion of Ged, powerfull. 


$93 
Magifirate : The CharaQer of a 
good Magiſtrate, 161 


What is required ina agr- 
ſtrate, 211 
An excellent patterne for a 
Magiſtrate in a troubleſome 
government. o$1 
A ſpecial note of a good 24- 
giſtrate. $81 
A Magiſtrate his pace in pu- 
niſhment of offenders mult 
be ſlow aud ſure. 916 
Majeſty : An impreſſion of 414- 
jeſfy in lawfull authoritie, 
865 

Malice, vide ervy : Of imiling 


Malice witty, 815 
No finne whoſe harbour is 
ſo unſafe as that of alice. 

326 

There is no looking for fa- 

vour at the hand of Mate. 

555 

Male regards not the mb, 

but the ſpight of an accuſati- 


How hee proceeds therein. | 


His bondage deſcribed. 1301 


eth us good leſſons againſt 
deſperation and preſumprion. 


Malice cares not ſo much for 


ON. 282 
ſafety > 


as for conqueſt, 
892 
Malice in a wicked heart is 


the King of paſſtous. 935 
Their z«/ice haſtens their de- 
ſtru&ion, 11d. 
Malice is a thing full of im-| 
patience and hates delay of 
EXCCution. 1346 
Maticiows wickedneſle of all 
others ſhal never go without 
paiment, 10 
Truth and Juſtice hath no 
proteftion againſt malice, 
1056 
The malicious like him that 
hath the Jaundis. xo58 


ibid 
CMannetaine : Whether the 
maintenance of the leaſt ſin, 


Marahs warers, 845 | 
Marge : An apologeticall dil- 


te ce hid doth but lurke for 
oppurtunity. 1112 


Man : That little world bran- |. 


ched into infinite dverſities. 
Flo 

In him, a marvellous conjun- 
Aion of Divineand Humane 
things. ibid, 
A wondring at Gods wiſe- 
dome and power in creating 
of Mas, Fl1l 
The Contemplation of his 
Creation, 
The deſcription of him ad 
artes, «bid. 
By his internall por. 1,65, 
How impotent heis when he 
undertakes ought aginft God. 
1299 

Man by nature differs more 
from a true Chriſtian than 
from a beaſt. 22 
Man hath a kingdome with- 
in himſelfe. 12 
Manhood : Of ſinfull 2av/ho0d. 
| 208,209 
Marna:Ofijtand Quailes. ' 848 
" Mama how many wayes a 
Muacle. 848 
The difference between the 
true and typical ſana. 
| " ibid, 
Manoah : Many things of him. 


. 966,967. 


Aſanaſſch : Othim an his raigne. 
1299 
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I 300 


He may be a good memento 
againſt deſpaire, 13032 
Both his fall and riſing teach- 


ibid, 
Paſlages of his not knowing 
the Lord to be God till his 
Afﬀflictions came on him. 


be not worſe than the com- 
miſſion of the greateſt evill. 
1330 


courſe'of the mariage of Ec- 
clefiaſticall perſons, 271 
A queſtion of ſeparation of a 
maried coupte with joynt 
conſent whether Lawfull. 


Whether the Church of Eng- | 4Zafters : 


how firong they ſhould bee. 
ges that are made for mo- 


- made wherein vertues are 


. 1059 
A piQure . of thoſe 72aria- 


ney,not for the Man. 2070 
Thoſe mariages were well 


matched, and' happineſle is 
murtuall, 1073 


Of being in this unequally 


yoaked. 8324 
With its manifold miſchiefes 
ib1d, 


Nothing but violation of the 
Atariage-bed can untie that 
knot, | 1335 
What coſt and preparation 
ſhould be made for our mars- 
ageto the kingdome of Hea- 
Ven. 1336 


Martyrs :; their undauntedneſle. 


400 
Martyrs whom the Brow- 
niſts acknowledge for ſuch. 


593 

341 | Maſe: Concerning it. 678 
What they muſt bee. 

| 221 


land maketh mariage a Sacra- 
ment. 6c7 
Of Miniſters mariage whe- 
ther lawful, 689 
Thoſe that gre unequally yoa- 
ked may not looke ever to 


draw one way. $31 
They ſeldome proſper, 856 
Sampſons mariage, 968 | 


Not without the conſent of 
his Parents. ibid. 


His Parents expoſtulation of | 


his motion of #zariage with 
2 Philiſtim. | bid. 
Ofaneven cariage in the caſe 
of 2ariage both of the Pa- 
rents and Children. 969 
Another expoſitlation'about 


Mourning immoderately for the 
dead reproved. 280 
Meditation of death. IIF 


Aeautation on the death of 


Chrift,ful of (weet comforts, 


397 
Mercy and judgemnt ſhould 
bee inſeparable in Kings. 
1030 


Wee finde mercy from God, | 


when he finds us diligent in 
our callings. 831 


Mindes that are taken up with | 


worldlinefle can eaſily rife, 
but know not how to deſcend 
with 

1050 


the lawfulneſſe of Samp/ons | Heanes: Tt without God cannot 


mariage. 1d. 
His woe that 1s marzed toa 


Philiſtim, or unequally yoa- |. 


ked, 971 
Slight occaſions may not 
breake off the knot of ma- 
riage-love. 1072 
Not by imaginations, uchy 
profes. ibid, 
OF diſparity of Religion in 
mariage. 991 
God owes fhame to ſuch as 
will be taking matches be- 
ewixt himfelfe and Belial. 


| mn 6 
Mariage made aplot for miſ{- 
chiefe. . 1057 


The bonds of CAlariage 


ZE 


helpe,but God without it can 


z 10 
Thata mans mind ſhould be 
ro his weanes , expreſied by 
{weet ſimilies. FI 


Small and unlikely zvcanes | 
ſhall prevaile. where God | 


hath appointed an effec. 


$00 | 


The meanes muſt bee uſed 
with faith. 


a falſe faith. © $52" 
Prayer without »224ves is but 
a mockery of God. $55 
Meanes ta ſweeten the bit» | 
terneſſe of death. 398. 


| 


eaſe and parience, | 


_ 


851 
To ſeeke the ſecond meanes | 
without the firſt,is a token of | 
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Wee muſt not looke for 
:*mmediate redrefſle from 
God but rather by o__ 

3 


Meanes can do nothing with- 
out God. 91h 
In humane things, butnotin 
divine, itis good tolooketo 
the mecancs. 942 
Small meanes ſhall ſet forward 
that which God hath de- 


creed, 1049 
That the decree of God in- 
cludes the meanes. 1297 


Where or when he will doa 
worke there can want no 
meanes, 1318 
How God doth oft glorihie 
himſelfe by thoſe meanes 
which are leaſt expeRed. 


1321 
Aeat:Of milke and ftrong wear. 
134 

Meditation : It maſt be continu- 
ed. I 
The benefit and uſes of med:- 
tation. 95 


Ies deſcriptions and kindes. 
Of extemporall »zeartations. 


96 
Cauttons in them. 11d, 
Of deliberate meditation. 97 
The hil of zed;rarion may ndt 
be climbed with a prophane 


foot. #id, 
His qualities therfore are pre- 
ſcribed. 98,99 


Of other circumſtances of »6- 
ditation,as the place and time. 
100 

-| Geſture ofthe body, and the 
| ſubje. I91 
Ofirs order,entrance,and pro- 
ceeding. 102 
The Scale of meditation 103 
with many excellent things, 
135 

A neditation of death. 115 


Of the heart inured to med:- 
tation, I31 


Three things wherein Gods | /fichal: her wyle. i058 | tented people. 837 
mercy abundantly appeared | Her ſcorneand end. 1096. | A note for fnifters in re- 
to us. #bid. | Mildneſſe : This and fortitude | proving. 877 
Meaverity: That is fafeft and'fir- | muſt lodge together , as in | An excellent example for a 
meſt. 1075 | Moſes, 876 | Aimſter among a trouble- 
Aephiboſneth: Of him and Ziba. | No oratorie fo powerfull as | fomepeople. | $80 
; i 1096 | that of m/aneſſe. 1330 | - Flatrery ina Afiniſter + what. 
His humility, 1997 | Mind:of tranquility of mind.27 | © © 882 
A pretty pltying of Aepbibo-| Of doing good with an ill | The Afin;ftery will not grace 
eth, ibid, | mind.” 55 theMan , burthe Man muſt 
| Mercy, vide Compaſſion. the infi- | Minſter: A pretty deſcription of | # grace the Mini/tery. 883 
nite {weetneſſe of Gods mer. | abold minsfter without abili- | The regard that {hould bee 

cy ſhaddowed; 7 | ties, 4 | untothe Ainſtery. 887. 987 | 
CN DONSS | | / | | Miniſters 
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bid . 


Mercy, what it doth. 


Mern:Concerning it. + 
Iethed: A falſe method the bane 


Micha;NHis idolatry. 


2200 
Who offends againſt it, 561d. 
Gods mercies to Tirael and 


England exaQly numbred, 


and ſweetly paralleld. 449 
441 


Wee can looke no way, but 


that wee ſhall meet with, and 
behold and ' embrace mercy. 


676 
Gods majeſty ſeen of his ſons 
1n his ”2ercy. ..:. 1:32 


Gods great mercy to murmu- 
rers ſet forth. $49 
The uſe that Gods ſervants 
ſhould make of his mrercres to- 
wards their and his enemies, 
the wicked. 1b1d, 
Mercy muſt not heatten us to 
finning. 662 
An excellent example of »er- 
cy, that may keepe any from 
deſpaire. '. 2:7 op 
Itisa carſed. mercy that op- 
poſeth Gods mercy, 913 
A true property of mercy to 
bee moſt favourable 'to the 
weakeſt. 1041 
Mercy drawes more teares 
from Gods friends, than judg- 
ments doe from his enemies, 

1022 
It is good to take all occaſions 
of requing the remembrance 
of Gods mercies, 
The more mercifull God is to 
the wicked , the worſe are 
they to God. « 1262 


Slight errors doe not ſet off | 


Gods infinite mercy, ' 1288 
The mercies of God arennli- 


mired to perſons or callings..} 


I325 


of many hopefull indeavours. 
255 
979 


Alichaiah the Prophet ,, com- 


mended. 1219 


His ſentence by Ahab. 1220 


1063 


4 


Atmiſters, and Miniſtries : 


fteryefteQuall. 


 Anapology for the marriage 


of CMimſters.. 271 
Ofrhe HMimnſters greatcharge 


Whether a Oinifter whe? | 


conceit of inſufficiency m 

forſake his calling. TI 
A Mimfters wildome in ta- 
king his time to ſpeake, 436 
The truth and warrant ef the 


Mer of the Church of 
England. 595 


Atiniſtrie of England is the 
worlds wonder, Fl2 
Diverſity of 2Aimiftries, and 
that in Offices and Degrees, 


Order, and Power. Fr3 
The word Miniftery teacheth 
humility. yy 


Not therefore to be contem- 
ned,  #bid. 
The f:itery hath diverſity 
ot operations. thid, 
The Mimiſter muſt worke 

IZA 
A ſweet, though ſharpe inve- 
cive againſt Loyterers inthe 
Ainiflerie. $515 
Reaſons inforcing them to 
labour. ibsd, 
Of the Unity that ſhould be 


among Aniſters. F16 
Certaine «arguments againſt 
Its | ibid. 


The cenſure of ſuch as think 
that they can goe to heaven 
without the 1Z2mftery of the 
Word. 664. 
OF the Church of England 
approving au unlearned A7s- 
nifter. 610 
Whether CI-inifers ſhould 
endure themſelves filenced, 


| 617 
Of Hinifters mariage whe- 
ther lawful. 685 


A theanes to make the /15m- 
832 
A pretty picure of the 3: 

ers portion among a diſcon- 


The } 
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| Miniſters muſt not ſtand - on 


their owne petils in the com- 
mon cauſes of the Church. 
887 

The lawfulneſſe of a 2ſtniſters 
calling,a thing very materiall. 
| 889 

The approbation of our cal- 
ling is by the fruit. 
The worlds little care of the 
Mumiſters bleſſings. 893 
The honor that Heathen gave 
to theProphets, will judge or 
ſhame our times towards 
their Miniſters. 896 
A note for Miniſters not to 
goe beyond their warrant. 
| go1 
Another note for to induce 
Miniſters to mildnes in their 
admonitions. 915 
Agood Monifters lofle 15 bet- 
ter ſeene in his lofle than pre- 
lence. 940 
Holy /4niſters,a ſigne of hap- 
py. reconciliation with God, 
943 

Tt is no putting of trafi in 
thoſe men that negle& Gods 
Miniſters, . 944 
Ofnot caring for a Mdiniſters 
doctrine that is of an evill life. 
by y70 

The Mimſters poverty 1s Re- 
ligions decay. 980 
A pretty cenſure of thegood 
cheape Miniſter, 981 
The withdrawing the /£511- 
ters meanes,is the way tothe 
utter deſolation of the 
Church. 992 
Minifter:Mercy how wel fitting 
a Minſter. 986 
Where no reſpe& is given to 
the ILmiſter, there is no reli- 
giofl, | | 687 
- If Miniſters be prophane, who 
ſhall be religious, 999 
The 1miſterie not free of un- 
cleanneſle. .. \x003 


No CWVinifters unholinefle | 


ſhould bring the ſervice of 
God indillike. 1d, 
He isno'true //Faelite! that 18 
not diſtreſſed in the want of 
_ « CAlniſter, of ai Samnel. 
| ; - 'T 033 
For Miniſters to heare relig1- 
onſcorned, and be filent,- 15 

not patience,but watt of zcale 
It - 1,0 -japse 
' Anexcellent: note for A415- 
7 - Ss 81d. 
Of niggardlinefle to. our 245- 


ibid. | 


| 


| 


. Miniſters are Gods Trampe- 


0 God. 


mſters. 1169 
Of all others the ſin of a 2/:- 
niſter fhal not go unrevenged. 

11$1 


There is nothing wherein the 
Lord is more tender than in 
the approving of the truth of 
his Mimfters, 1193 
The M1nifters meflage i now 
counted evill, if unpleaſant. 

1316 
The departure of a faithful 
Mmnſter worthy our lamen- 
tation. 1228 


Minſter : wvidePreachers, the Aiſerie: Miſeries do not ſtay for 


happineſle of having a faithful 
Minifter to bee ones friend. 
1262 

Alimiſters reproofes are more 
feared than mens owne fins, 
... 1266 

A pretty paſſage to this pur- 
poſe by way of lamentation. 
| ibid. 

God gives a ſecret authority 
to his deſpiſed ſeryants the 
AMinſters. 1267 
It1s al one to have ablind and 
a mute Mimfter, 1267 
The benefit. of a Religious 


Minter is not knowne til his 


loſle. SER, 1258 
Whe Gods 4inifters mouths 


can2otprevaile, God layes to | 


his immediate hand,, ©. 1285 
A. ſingular example of the 
acknowledgemnt. hereof. #6. 
Meniſters muſt nor thivke ſo 
much how thejr meſlage will 
be taken, asby whom they 
are ſent, , . 1295.&13c6 
All good Afrwifters might 
take example by Helk4;ah the 
Prieſt, 1305 


And Haldah the Propherteſle. | 


1306 
Truelyz Religions hearrs can- 
not grudge any honor to their 
ſpirituall guides. 1322 
A. pretty paſſion in Fz#4, 
which becomes aforrowing 
Ainifter in leaving abad to 


- come. to a worſe - people. 


1323 


ters, | 1328 
A pretty inducement to mild- 


_ nefſe in a inter or Mapi- 

1330 

Afracles: cencerning the mira- | 
. cles of our time. 


ſtrate. 


259 
Thedefiring a miracle with- 
outa'cauſe 13 2 tempting of 
937 


Z72212 AMordecas 


. Miracles axe not purpoſed to 
ſilence and obſcurity. 1226 
AMiriam:of Aaron ard Miriam 
| "OFF 

Aiſchiefe: they that ſceke it for 
others, fall into it themſelves. 
ERS | 

It ſometzmes failes of thoſe 
appointments wherein, It 
thinkes to have madethe ſu> 

| reſt worke. 1276 
- It1san eaſie matter to. picke 
a quarrel where a man meanes | 

a miſchiefe. I25I 


a mannerly ſucceſſion to each 
other, bur ina rude importu- 
nity throng in all at ence, 
1328 

Aeckers : their ſinne, judgement 
and end feene in CAlichol, 
1096 

A caveat for mockers, 1.331 
Sanballat and his brethren 
(1n iniquiry ) mocke at the 
gaod Jewes for building the 
walls of Jerulalem. - 1327 

A pretty anſwer for ſuch as 
mock men for doing of good. 
thid, 

Modeſty : With that which is 
contrary toit, | 
What Chriſtian -zedeſty tea- 
cheth. Os 4 
Thoſe that paſſe its bounds 


monument. Cu IO 
Thoſe monuments would 
God have remaine in his 
Church which cary in them 


204 | 


grow ſhameleſſc in their ſins, | 
Ed in 898 | 
Aonument : What 15a mans beft | 


the moſt manifeſt evidences 
of that which they import. 
| | 839 
Mordecai: What he is, . 1336 
The treaſon againſt Ahaſwe- 
r- diſcovered by him. 1 335 
Haman diſreſpeRed by him. 

TY «bid, 

Merdecaier meſiage to Heſter 


sbid., 
to Haman, 1337 


A pretty deſcription of his 
mouraing for Hamans decree 


1341 
mies. rr 1342 
Heſters condoling with 2for- 
decai deſcribed. - - - #bid. 


| ted. - 1343 


The reaſon of his diſreſpet | 


gotten againſt the Jewes, |. 


Ofthe approach of his ene. | 


His admirable faith manifg-” | 
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| Hoſes death. 


An Alpbabeticall Table of theWorke: 


40, ; 8346 
A pretty expoſtulation of 
Mordecaiin Hamans approach 


to honour him. 1348 
He is advanced and Hamar 
hanged. 1349 


DMoatzons: good motions make but 
4 thorow fare in wicked mens 
hearts. 837 
Labouring minds arethe beſt 
receptacles for good morwns, 
| 987 
The fouleſt heart oft-times 
entertaines,, good mvorrons, 

1058 
The wicked are the worle 
for good motions. 1060 
The praiſe of good motions, 
is not in the receit but in the 
retention. Io69 
Good motions in wicked 
mens hearts what like. 1073 
The good of following good 
mMotons. 1331 
Mourning:of immodetate mexr- 
zing for the dead, 280 
A pretty iten in 7102rning for 


Mildneſſe and forti.ude how 
they meete together in him, 

876 
| Two patrernes of his meek- 
nelle, 877 
An admirable pithy Tpeech 
of his to Iſrael ar their defire 
of going backe to Fgyps. wbo 
Whatan example of _— 
nefle he was in his death. go1 


| tide. 


them. 849 
Atnſicke : What good it doth to 
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Aaman : cfhimand Eliſha. 
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the dead. 824 
Anoſes : Of his birth and bree- 
ding. 828 
His mothers affeQtion ſweet- 

ly deſcribed. 1d, | 
The Contemplation of his 
killing the Hebrew. 829 

His calling. 83 

The hand of 2Zo/es lifted up. 
Pond v54 
Of his Valle. 869 
| Of his modeſty. 872 


wa 


' Maordecai honoured. by Ha- | i His churliſh anſwer to Davids 
Nabeth : Of him ard Ahab. 


Name : A mans good #ame once 


Multitude : the ſucceſle of dea- 

ling with an obſtinate nmwrlr;- 
880 
| Murmurers : Gods mercy to 


«, Sr: 1240 | 


| 


Saul in his dgjection. 1049 | 


Naomi,and Rath. 
Nathan : Of him and David. 


N ature : Natural! : more diffe- 


ſervants. 1071 


1213 
His deniall of efFbabs requeſt 
cenſured, 1177 | 
tainted , what compared to. 


; | + 
A good name worth the ſtri- 


ving for. 53 
Obſervations of a good name 

125 
Of ſignificant names, noon 


That man cannot be ſparing 


of his Reputation, 1332 


994 


1106 


I IE 
_— 


rencebetwixt a ratmrall man 
and a Chriſtian, than be- 
tweene 4 man and a beaſt. 
22 

How ready natpre 13 toover- 
turneall good purpoſes, 1 32 
Nature. and grace deſcribed 
in Cainand Abel. ' 9759 
Natare not content Except it 
might be its owne carver. $90 
Her favourable opinion of it 

-: ſelife,: which will rather- mi- 
ruſt a-Propher of Ged'than | 

» her owhe: good. diſpolition. 
ft. SLIDER 1264. 
How bad they are that apply 
all. calamities to warwre or 
chance. | 1289 
W hileſt there is no difference 
inrawre, why ſhould there 
be ſuch a diſproportion in 
_ condition? This is largely diſ- 


DS 1222 
Neighbemrhood : Hard not hee 


Nemtrality : Wherein odious, 
of any thing that is prodigall | 


How ſecretly he carryes his 
graunt, "os 
He armes the people ro the 
worke. 


C 12268 | 
His reddreffing the extortion 
of theJewes.  #bid, 


The cenſpiracie that is againſt 
mn 1331 
Prettily diſcovered with 
notable uſes of the praQice, 


infeted with a 


contagty 
Neighbour. uP 


1286 


wherein commendable, 129 


-Hatefull to God in matters of 
| Keligion, 


II 
New:God makes »owv, nal 
Wee muſt bee made fo too. 

- ibid, 

A reproofe of cur ew things. 

/ #bid. 


Of our New yeares gifts to 
God. ibid, 
Newes : li] zewes doth either run 
or flye. 1007 
Noble: The charaQer of one tru- 
ly :oble, ' 160 
Nobility : imbaſing it ſelfe 
unce any foule fin, hat it is 
worthy of. 1329 
Nonuriſbment: The power of it 18 
not in the creature, but-1n the 
Maker, 966 
Namber : Of David; unnbring 


| the people. 1137 
Hrs ſinne therein, ; ibid. 
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% 


courlſed. 122 


; 329 
Neteſſity : It will make us to. 


ſeeke for that which our 
*- wantonnefſe hath deſpiſed, 
8 


None to bee contenned for 
their eceſſiry, + 1070 
Neere; when we come too metre 
to God. - .-- V32 
Neyglet : Its juſtwith God not 
to on up negle& where he 
bath beſtowed reaſon. '\ 229 
Nehemiah: His building the wals 
of Jeruſatem..  _ 1324 


He:was a Religions Coutrier | 


. of Artaxerxes, ibid, 
- How he preſems himfelfe to | 
Artaxerxes 1n his ſuite, 4 32F | 
Apratyuſe of this.” _* »vb4d. 
\Heimoves his fuirt to [the 
King. -4:326 


Ath: Of the oath of allege- 

ance , and juſt ſuffering of 
choſe that have refuſed it 312 
Of the oath ex Officio, 608 
How ſacred and inviolable an 
exth ſhould be. 907 
Oaths'fax conditions of Peace 


I 


they be fraudulent, 91 8 
The fequell of. breaking an 
7 | | ro} 't, end. 
Evena jaſt oath may \berath- 
ly taken. | 990 
' Wharanvath requires. 1614. 
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Obediente > nl the: creatures | 


whithet beim ins be kept if | 


All our obedience cannot | 


Obedienceiis a fit Entrants into 
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Obflinate: Neither ſcourges nor 
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An Alphabeticall Table of the Worke, © 


ſoveratgnty. 1025 
Blind obedzexce when it doth 
well. ibid, 
True obedzevce is ever joyned. 
with humility and feare, 

. 1045 


. that is grounded on feare. 


Of partiall obedience. 1274 
favours can work with them. 
| 5 311. 
Oceafion : He that would be free 
from the aRs of ſin, muſt a- 
void the occaſions, $15 | 
| Offexces and offenders : Tn equall 
. offexces thoſe doe juſtly ſmart 
more, who are more obliged. 
| | 1262 
How hard a matter it is for 
great- perſons to yeeld that 


they have offended. 1284 
Open effences mult have open 
| ſhame.  1as$5 


Wilfull fenders can expect 
nothing but a fearefull re- 
venge. 561d, 
01d: Nothing more odious than 
fraitlefle o/dage. Þ * 8 
Of Gods not accepting of rhe 
dregs of our o/d age. 129 
One - Oneſinge what it doth. 
| 913 
Operations: Diverſities of operars- 


Opinion -: 
opinions how .to carry our 
ſelves. "F'$ 

Opportunity:Tt with convenience 
1s guilty of m ch theft. 1214 


4 | 
It is a thankleſſle obedience 
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ns 514 | 
Among diverſitics of | 


I271 | 
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neſſe and weakeneſſe of Gods | 

- ordinances. 894 
With, what ſecurity . they 
walke that take their direQ1- 

_ ons from God.. | 10:9 
A fearefull thing to uſe Gods 
ordixances with unreverent 
boldneſle. 1021 
Gods children cannot be dit- 
couraged from Gods ordinan- 
ces. 1032 
How well it goes with them 
that take God and his Mini- 
ſters with them in his orar- 
nances, 10Z2 
Outward : The eutward face or 
countenance makes commen- 


Jewes parallePd.. 379 
Their ſuperſtitions, hearhe- 
nifh and ridiculous worſhip 
of Idols. 619 
No- poſſible reconciliation 
with Papiſts. _ . ... 631 
They have nothivg but the 
outſice of Religion, 653 

P ardons:popilh pardons cenſured 
4. 307-021 

Pardsns may well ſtand with 
temporall afflitions. 1108 
Parents : A goodnote for them 
in the education of their chil- 
dren, 956 
Parents indulgence a patron 
of vanity. g85 
Reverence to parents never 


tary to the heart. F3 
Of outward preparation how 
neceſlary. 859 


W hat may be wel ſaid to ſuch 
asuſe outward devotio more 
than fincere obedience. 940 
How to looke on ontward 
priviledges. 961 
N6 meaſuring Religion by 
outward glory. 1016 
When men are caried away 
with optward ſhewes, it isa 


a deluſion. 178 
- Littledoe wee know by out- 
ward carriages in what 


God or men, 1345 
Owne : Whata man ſhould ac- 
count his owne. 5 


The conceit of owning har- 
dens a man againſt many in- 


Of both over-prizingandncg- 


The loſſe of opporrungy ſome- 
times unrecoverable. 8g5 
Oppeſitien:No calling of God fo 
conſpicuous, asnot to finde 
ſome oppoſition. 1086 
| What was ever ſet on foot 
for God that found not oppo- 
_ fer 21 320,67 1326 
O ftentation : Of great oftentarion 
with little learning. 4 
Seldome a good end of ofter- 
tat50n, 1054 
Order : Chrilt came nottodiſ- 


Ordinances: A ſweet deſcription 
of Gods ordinances... 454 
That God at once requires 
both familiarity and feare in 
our approach to them. 358 
Itis a dangerous thing to bee 
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| Arables:They ſped wel with 


David, 1183 
Paradiſe: A contemplation of it. | 
777 | 
Satan even n 1t. 778 
The place of Paradiſe , whe- 
ther tobe ſought for. 779 
Paine ; It ſhall humble them, 
whom ſhame cannot. 1017 
Painting : A notable inveRive a- 
inſt our painted pldi ſter-fa- 
ced lexebels, 9:0 
A note againſt 1, , _ 3<9C 


Papiſts : Of Popiſh depraving 
Antiquity, ' 318 
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ſigne that God meanes them. 


termes wee ſtand either with| 


conveniences. 404 


goes unrecompenced, g$5 
Parents that have bad chil- 


1003 
Indulgent parents Cruell to 
themſclyes, 100g 
A good note for pareyts in the 
example of Saxls > father, 
| 1e25 
The ſanRity of the parent cat1- 
not beare out the fin of the 
ſonne. 1094. 
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þ : Man 4s paſſion, 26 
Chrilts p4/ſon ſweetly layd 

' CUE, 1,392 
The application of x 0s 
How tubje& the beſt are to 
——_— 1071 
Unuly pans ever run into 
extremities. . _. III 
That the beſt of Gods Saints 
may ſomerimes be miſcarryed 


The Papifls and the ancien* | 


dren what they muſt doe. | 


Paſſion : Nothing ſo befooles a } 


| 


| 


by their paſ7ons to their coſt. 
Te ' 2308 
Patzente : The charaRer of a pa- 
tient man. ' E559 
juries. 206 
paid for their patience. $16 
A forceable argument thereto 
Yon 


grace than to ſmart parzently. 
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In Gods affuires 'and mans 1n- 


impoſſible for an inferiour. to. 
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How well Gods children are |} 
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There 1s no greater token of | 
Patrons : their epithites being e- | 
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Peace : the happineſſe of. that b 
Church which hach Truth: | 

and peace kiſſing each other. | 
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live at peace ; except hee hath 


thecommon peace. 358 


Who are not and who are 11- 
deed the true enemies unto 
peace, 500 
As the wicked have no peace 
with God, ſo the godly have 
: No peace with them. $09 
Whether peace may bee held 
on cath, which 1s made by 
fraudulent conditions. 918 
Nothing .ſo worthy of pity 
as the finners peace. 976 
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Rejoyce ; how eaſily we can re- 


eAn eAlpbabeticall T atv of tbe Worke. 


yong ones. 1173 
Joyce in that which wee ſhall 
finde the juſt cauſe of our hn- 
miliation. 1029 
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ibid 
When great men have care of 
religion, it cannot-faile of an 
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How tender we ſhould be of 
our relzgion. 1294. 


Remembrance : the remembrance 


of former favors how it hear- 
tens our faith, 856 


Reprehenſion ; That there muſt 


not be eneuniforme in repre- 
benſiqn. oy. 20 


Reprehenſion better than Alat- 
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ſeckes not to revenge þim-| 


ſinefle of God. 


of his reparation, 


Brace, 


ſelfe. | 876, 
, Godcanreverge with cafe. 
| 1883 


Every creature -xejayctth to 


execute Gods vengeance. 


MAN. 


y x 


#mgn trained up in crreur. 


bh oo ing OUR RINTE3E! 

251 
; Regnold: commended.” ; 24 262) 
Ripbes, vide wealth Rich men 
pt are not Geds .treaſurers 


:; 2A Miniſter. . 4” -- 


| 


| 


j 


| 


41720" 891 | ; 


"4. Pet £.. v 


| There is 15 od Mie 
_ God iintendireverye. ig 36\ 
, It is {weet-to'the malicious 
| _ 7 
volter : vide relapfe: 2; tnuch, 
diffcrencebetwebnt him and. 


bug |: 

*” > 
1 6: } 
YO DET MIC "IS . 


_- -Taaw=r” 
IST > 


— c_— 


POS7®,, - ara bi Bia 


*. a” 


_—— — ” 
q uh ae ern 
_— — Pas 
oa 


vS Sue 44 


PR me ab <<. * 
_——— OOO - 
IS 9 R 


- a a —— *- Gap , De ”s _ 
anpatas "a, of . - —_— ; _ 
- _ ; wy, >4 _ - * - _ e, - 
guomprnpagny ons ny py-ow wx net; gurgenmoegnre” — —  — — — — ——— —c ty —_ = 
_ 7, = png <> Ee rn regen bay 5 IS - - 
_ = y - > STO J of, wy 5 
_ lu * w__ ” ” pe = . w - 
vw 4 Þ» 
: OS hs +. x vo WR , _ a uf £ X . 
OP ITN ;- 4 34x LEASE "* ip 0+ ot Fart pF; ; : < =yY $9 6 ; Fa p 1 4% + 
4 q ; 67 — 7 
. - * , = SOR gry >. IF. 1 ar os 2 a 
b _ __ 9 - ” 
4 ul + ” — x kd. (+ po — On —_ E - _ < $55. 4 ey = #9 
* - DAL, Ae oe Ss 
a 


eAn Alphabetical Table of the Werke. 
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; 27 
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A rich man prettily — 
8 
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Romaniſts are enemies to the | 
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Their. out-ery againſt us Pro- 
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The Sacrifice of the Maſle. 
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. 628 
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Acraments : when they have 
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Sacrifice : A three-fold ſacrifice 
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Hearty ſacrifices are the An- 
\ gels feaſt, 967 
Wee muſt not dare to ſacr:- 
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nitent mans. 1503 
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then. 1325 


puniſhment. 916 
Excuſed in Hezekiah, I29] | 
Saints ; of invocation of Saints, 
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The experiments of Salomoxs 
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His mar lage, 968 
His viRtory, 5” Ws 
His end, 975 
A pretty paſſage about Samp- 
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Sauls Union. ibid 
Sasls inauguration. ibid 
Sawls ſacrifice. 1032 
. Hee reje&ed of God is no 
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choice. 1046 
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Ofhim and the Witch of Er- 
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diſcovered. x 2454.42 
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ceived as [creptare. ' 588 
* Which ofthetranſlations are 
moſt to be adhered to, 589 


Whether 1t be caſie or ob- 
ſcure. 147490 
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read the /triptures, 591 
Whether the /criprures de- 
pend on the authority of the 
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Concerning the Canon of 


{c crept Are, 62 3 
- Of its inſufficiency. 624 
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the beſt anſwers for ſerious 
| Idolatry. 1196 
Sea : Every affli&ion 1s the good 
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| Seaſonableneſſe : It is beſt in all 
things. 126 
| A well choſen ſeaſon 13 the 
greateſt. advantage of any a- 
ion 1350 
Secrets : how to doe in hold- 
ing and diſcloſing them. 23 
To whom to reveale a great 
ſecret -  8bid 
He that doth not /ecrer ſervice 

| with delight, doth but coun- 
|  rerfeithis publike. 133 
A note of finnes /ecreſts. 914 
The hope of /ecrefie what It 
doth with ſinners. 915 
Great mens fins are are fel- 
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Sedition : Pride is its ground. 


Selfe : Men that cannot endure 


dome ſecret. 1406 
What a fſafegard it 'is to any 
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Open force is not halfe ſo dan- 
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have proſpered , if it could 
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to their ſenſes. 
tion, 
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without God, 


Stfera, 


ritie and ruine. 


| 1327 
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Noſecaritie but being at peace 
with God. | 1289 
The holieſt and warieſt of 
Gods ſervants have both their 
grace and wits aſleepe ſome- 
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to examine themſelves are 


like unto the Elephant, 19 
None hurt us ſo much as we 
doe our /e/ves. 31 


Of condemning others jn that 


which wee are faultie of our 
ſebves. 0 


We ſhould know our Ale. 
ibid 
Not to love our ſelves before 
the publike good. 94.6 
Selfe-love doth ſometimes 
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Servants what they muſt bee. 


To be Gods /ervazt is an high 
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The happineſſe of /ervaxrs 
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1087 
Selfe-conceipt : he that hath it is 
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| It makes a man unreaſonable, 
876 
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Whatlike. 1347 
Selling ; A rule in buying and 
ſelttmg, | 667 
Senacherib : of him and Hezeks- 
ab. | 1289 
How God makes a beaſt of 

him. 


1294 
His end prettily deſcribed by 


a kinde of predi&tion.  #bid 


VICE. 
A diſſwaſion from ſepararron. 

353 
The kindes of ſeparation, and 
which 1s juſt, 530 


Securitie ; ſecure mindes never 

ſtartle till God comes home 
892 
 Secwrity the cauſe of corrup- 
940 | 
The moſt ſecure heart hath its 
911 
Wee can hever bee ſecwre in 


The antiquity of ſeparation. 
331 
W hat /eparation is to be made 
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or reſtauration, 60 
W hat ſeparation the Church 
of England hath made. 
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the ſtrongeſt places that are 
ibid 
The worldlings ſecxritse laid 
out in /aels entertainment of 
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975 


The maine grounds of fep4ra- 
100, p 551 
Separation from the world 
how required. 861 
The iſſue of ſeparation. F581 
Serpent ; hee was ſeen in Para- 
diſe, much more in our cor- 
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Separation and Separatiſts : vide | 
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1078 
A good thing to have faith- 
full ſervants, 1242 


Service : the homelieſt ſervice 


nan honeſt calling with con- | ' 
ſcience to the commandment 
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He that doth not ſecret /er- 
vice with delight, doth but 
1 
Feare and /ervice muſt goe => 
gether. 436 
Our ſervice muſt be grounded 
on feare. 438 
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Service briefly deſcribed, 53d 
Sinne makes God to ſerve us. 
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made an Idoll. 561 
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Gaine leades in ſinne, _ but 
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our profeſſion. t330 | 
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S1wne : Its power. 6 
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betweene fs. of wilfutneſſe 
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No fine fo unnaturall, but 
that the belt is ſubje& unto 
_it without God. 875 
Behold a circle of fines and 
jadgements. _ 887 
| Sine is no lefle crafty than 


- $61d| 


- a 44 a yy d 
Fr +. "Td 


— 


Our {aj#edodinor onely (trip 
- us bf ofir hope in earth, but 


398 


fn dipbabetical Table of the Warke. 
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Whether wee inay ſinne for 
the promotion of a good 
cauſe. go6 
A note for / __— 914 
It 1s tono eto pray a- 
gainſt prin whileſt 


the Suxe remaines. 915 
$7#s round circle. 940 
Gods juſtice makes one ſine 
the puniſhment of another. 
941 


Sinmes, not afflictions argue 
Gods abſence. 947 
Sinne js eepe and Nipperie. 


7 Fon 8d 97 
All /»nes* have power to be- 
foole'a man. 165d 
Sins Wages. 988 
W here it is ſuppreſſed it will 
riſe, bitt- where. it is encoura- 


gedfr will tyrannize. g8g 


heavert alfo. 1034 
S$nntdefors the wilſeſt, 204.5 
A Pool. heart how :eaſi- 
ly ſtaxed:fram finve, andhow 


glad to betroſittin ill purpo- 
TT EET Nov. 
$:zznes deceits 1105 


Great mens þ# are feldome 
ſecret. 1206 
How eaſily wee get intoit, 
how hardly out of it. 1408 
In that that a man /irnethb, in 


that is hepuniſhed. 1202 
Hew God cenſures ſinnes. 
1328 


Semer : Heis like the Larke, in 
ſtooping at a feather, whileſt 
he is caught of the Fouler. 2x 
A fomer 1o foule as that he is 
halfe a beaſt, halfe a Devill. 
So is his Pander. pt 

The ſotriſhnefſe of wilfall 
ſinners, | 487 
Sinners oft paid home in 
their owne coyne. 898 
One ſinner how pernicious to 
thouſands. 914 
Nothing ſo worthyof pitic as 

the ſinners peace, 976 

It muſt bee a ſtrong evidence 
that muſt make a fimner con- 


| $loth : Its charaQet” 


vic himſelfe, 1's to32 
Nothing bur violence can per- 
{wade a reſolved inner. 501 [ 
Two chaines fit for outragi- 
ous ſinners. | 12 27 
Face doth not more anſwer to 
face,than puniſhment to #4». | 
. g | 126 9 
How God payes home ſinners 
in their owne coyne. 1272 
There is no place nor perſon 
ſo wedded to God, but Src 
will divorce both it and him 
from God, L301 
Gaine leades in fine, but 
ſhame followes jt out. 1 329 
Whether the maintenance of 
the leaſt fnne be not worle 
than the commiſſion of the 
greateſt evil, 1330 
In diffwading from {ne rea- 
ſon cannot more prevaile 
than example, ibid 
When we have. fave in chaſe 
it is good to foll$yfthome. - 
Ws of 
Singalaritie.: A diſſwaſon flo | 
the affeAation of it. 358 
Siſera-: and Jael, 943 | 
. Of  Ssfera's entertainment 
- with Jac. 944 | 
Flanderer : His exercife and en- 
-tertaznment, 197 
Sleepe*;*that both grace and wit | 
in-the holieft and worthieſt 
'brealts4re ſometimes aſletÞe.. 
On OG ICT ay. , 1.308. 
va4'S » 174 
" Theproperties and danger ef 
It, 202 
Small ; A true note of a falſe 
heart, is to bee nice in/-a 
matters,” and negligent 1n 
great. 135 
Society : Chriſtian ſociety how 
gyod. 13 
Our behaviour in foczety and 
privacy. 14g1 cnn IS | 
An FIR min ihr 
ſociety, _ oF . -3x 
Solttarinefſe ; How dange- 
rous, | 13 
The benefit of it. 270 


No cauſe hath he to be ſo/i- 
zary that hath Gad with aj 
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Sorrow : How to be well reſol- 
ved in /orrow. 14. 
Of the /arrow not to be repen- 
ted of. | 254 
Againſt ſorrow for worldly 

rofles. 282]. 
How it is a meet preface for |; 
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our prayers. 
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In vaine is that ſorrow which | 
hath no other end than it ſelfe- 


Sowle:Gods and the worlds pro- 
-.. fer for the ag/e, compared. 


| Our careleſnefle for our /ox/e 
ſer downe, _ | 401 
No almes ſo acceptable as 
that whereby the /oxle is fur- 
thered. 
Spa :; Deſcribed to bee more 
wholeſome, than pleaſant 
and more famous than whol- 
. 634 eV | 
pred ; No common pace- will 
ſerve when we goe on Guds 


S 


Speech ; the praiſe of a good 
ſpeech. L 


and little wit, 


the end of a mans ſpeeches are 


Spirituall . fpirituall things how 


State ; Where the temporall and 


Strangers ; We are ſobelow. 44 
Serife ; there are three things 


Subjef : his duty to Prince and 
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Succeſſe : We muſt not meaſure 
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46 
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ſome. 


meſlage. © - 1 220265 
He is prodigall in ſuccefle that 
that is ſlow in execution. 6:4 


A good thing to inure youth 
to good ſpeech, . . 10 
The-cenſure of much ſpeech, 


Not what,or how,ſo mach,as 


to be conſidered, 134 


Sperit : It is good to try the ſþi- | 
ris. 


1079 
It breathes freely not confi- 
ning it {elfe either to time or 
meanes. 1394 


ſoveraigne or hurtfull, 1018 


ſpirituall S:ate combine not 
together, ſee what followes. 

ies 1033 
An excellent demonſtration 
ofa ſtates happineſſle. 1305 


that wiſe and honeſt men ne- 
ver /lrwve for. 22 


ellow /ubjeits. 213 
The cloſe relation betweene 
Prince and /#bjet, 1084 
The Soveraigne ſmitten in 
his. /#6jett, 1193 


out ſpirituall ſ#ccefſe by our 


Suffer: In [»ffering evill we muſt 
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thing,it is good to begin with | | 
prayer. I 325 


not looke to ſecond cauſes. 
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Supper : It is more fafc to 


noiſe of ſ#ggeftions, than to 
ſtand upon our power of de- 
null, -{1 9] 977 
Sane : Of its ſtanding till at 
Toſtna's prayer. 937 
Smperſluity : the affeRation of it, 
what, 6. 6x 3 30 
Nothing ſeemes ſo ſaperfluous 
as religious duties, $27 
Saperſtition : Its charater. 170 
W hat itdoth, 861 
It is devotions ape. 1019 
How injurious to God, 1024 
S wperſtition: How it befooles 
men, 1212 
Superſistion, vide Idolatr ie, 
S$#spition : Charity it ſelfe when 
it will allow /uzpition. 917 
Whereit is good to be/»/ps- 
tous, 942 
Suſpitton is quicke- ſighted. 
| | 1109 
Greatnefſe is uſually /x/piriows 
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Abernacle ; Sweet alluſions 
of the T aberxacle with hea- 
ven. 430 
Tamar : of her and Ammon, 
| 1109 
Her bewailing her virginity. 
b | IL1 
Teachers ; the ſinnes of teachers, 
are the teachers of finne, 
1032 
Teares : Obſervations ofthem 
125 
That here our eyes arcfull of | 
Feares, 424 
How precious. 425 
The world full of cauſes of 
weeping. 426 


keepe our {ſelves out of the | 
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Temptations, they are more pe- 


| Thankefulnefſe : A tmetoken of 
Throne : what ic ſignifies. 
Thoughts ; good thowghts make | - 
but a thorows-fare 11 the wic- | - 


Time : its pretiouſheſſe, and rea- 


. Good /acceſſe oft lifts up the 


dence. 914 
The cuſtome of /accefſe what 
- itdoth in ſinne. 


owne power, &c. . 879 


heart with too much confi- 


977 

The truth of profeflion on 
gloriedin by the good /ucceſſe 
| 1273 

To have good /wcceſſe in any 


Temperance : Indiert, words, a 
@ons,and affeFtions. 2103 
Temple : Both the Tavernacle 


the holy Charch of God. 


and it were reſemblances of 


429 
The Temple abuſed to Idola- 
try whether ir may be uſed 


to Gods ſervice. 


Of their founders and furm- 


568 


Tongue ' the tongues and hearts 


ſhers.. - Yrs 569 
The ſtate of the Temple and 
our Church in reſemblance. 


Yor wp $72. 
It 18. good comming to the 
Temple howloever. - 832 
The building of the Temple, 
, Ti5 6 
Foure Temples to be: ſeene in 
that one. \ 155 8 


'The reſemblances of it with 
the Temple of ohr body. 
-: - ibid 
A {ingularand pathericall diſ- 
{waſion trom defyling the 
T emple. 1284 | 
No tirre was ever in Judah 
wherein Gods Temple ſuffer- 
ednot. | 1304 
Sixe times pillaged. - ibid 
A pretty monrnfull Elegie for | 
Its overthrow. 1310 
The 5amaritans, becauſe they 
cculd nor be admirted to help 
to worke in building the 
Temple, ſec how they hinder 
it, 1320 
The long time it was in buil- 
ding. ibid 
T emporals : they are alltrou- 
bleſome, _ 41 


rillous 1n profperity than in 
adverlity, II 
Thoſe remprations are moſt 
powerfull which fetch their 
force from. pretenice of Reli- 
g10us obedience. 1068 
No tempration fo dangerous 
as that which comes under the 
vaile of holinefle. 1180 ' 


a tharkrfull heart. 1002 


427 


ked. 837 
{ons of redeeming it. _ 41 
What to doe that time may 
neither Reale on us nor frem 


us. 
Our wiſdeme in taking times | 
for ought we doe, 436 


correſpondence. . 93 
The tongze will hatdly leave 
that whick the heart is jnu- 
red to. 137 
A fuule rongne priniſhed with 
a foule face. | 877 
Ton: cency no ſhelter for an c- 
vill congae, 882 


How ſhould men be hypo- | 
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| Truſt : It is hard for greatnefle 


crites if they had not good 
LOngnes, 1020 
The favourable proſecution of 
any good cauſe is the laſh of 
lewd :ongues,whether by bit- 
ter taunts, or {cutrilous 1nve- 
cives. Se FE I 266 
Traditions : the Papiſts and Pha- 
riſees- parallel in matter of 
traditiens, by 377 
Traffique, |: + - © 1667 
Tranqmillity, vide © uietneſſe. 
Travels ; advice therein, with 
the deſctiption of ſome mens 


ends therein. 263 
Two occaſions of rravel. 
639 
Youthnot ſo fit for rravel/as 
ſame thinke. 640 | 
Oftop much ſpeed in ſend- 
ing them forth, 641 
| Early rravell and early riſing 
compared in three things. | 
| 642 
What the travels of our Gei- 
try robs them of. 644 


| Travell for table-talke cenſu- 


red. . 646 
The Travellers ſtake for the 
_ goodly furniture of his Gen- 

| 
Y - Ir 648 
{ The Tavellers entertainment 
11 popllh places. 650 
What by travel men get for 
manners, 654 
| Aſutto his Soveraigne and 
the gentry in this thing. 655 
"Tranſubſtartiation : concerning 
It. - 625 
Treachery : what it doth, 256 
Treaſon ; treaſon againſt God re- 
venged by zres/ox from men. 
1268 


| 


to know whom they may 
was: 1270 
Trnth : the Churches happineſſe 
when #r#th and peace kiſle 
| eachother, 5 
Divinezrsth is molt faire and 
ſcormethto borrow beaurie. 
128 
Truth 1n words, 197 
Truth in dealings, with its 
practice and reward, 198 
Truth within keepes the wals 
without. 257 
- The veine wherein :71tþ lies, 


474 
Not bought with eaſe, 5414 
It 1s of anhjgh cate, . 475 
Why men tho doe not fo 
much as cheapen it. bid 


It ſtands not more in jndge- 
ment than inaffetion, #bid 
Of petty chapmen which ſell 
truth for trifles. 477 
How neere truth and falſe- 
hood meet.cogether. $94 
Truth is not afraid of auy 
light. - ;; 103! 
Truth how it may be. Cancea- 
led though nor denied. 1047 
Truth muſt not be meaſured 
by the poll, 1218 
Truths let, bid 
No. circumſtance can vary 
the forme of divine trath. 
1306 
Truth may be ſmothered, but 
1t cannot die, 1350 
Tryals; Gods iryals are many 
times more ſharpe than long. 
1261 
Tyrants: how they in their chie- 
feſt plots are betooled, 2276. 
The iflue of Tyranmcall go- 
vernment, 1278 


V 


V 4-97; Its Character. 
176 

Yaliant : the Character of a Lig 
[ant man. 158 
All valowr is cowardiſe to 
that which 1s built upon re- 
ligion, 1102 
Vaſa : 18calt of, 1333,13 35 
Shee being called for,refuſerh 


An Apbabaticall T able of the Work. © 


the iflue be diſtaſtfull, + 4956}. 
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1nnocence. + | 914| 
Fwrginitie.:; Gods graces never 
_ confined to it. /- 1306 
Fifions ; Godneverigraceth the 
idle with vifons, 831 
Net to beproud of ſeeing vs- 
frons, the reaſon, 896 


to come: with the iſle, 1334 
Vengeance: God vengeance when 
it is hotteſt, it maketh diffe- 
rences of men, 883 
vide Revenge, 
No {ſtrength can keep finners 
from Gods vengeance, 910 
God hath more wayes for 
vengearce than he hath ctca- 


tures. 937 
Small comfort in the delay of 
Vengeance, 10 


Tengeance againſt rebels may 
ſleep,but cannot die. 1153 
Onely the cry of our ſinnes 
moves God to call for venge- 
ance. 1262 
How ready it is to execute. 
ibid 


' Ir 18 excellent falwayes tho 


Kee the the readineſſe of the 
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creatures thereto. . 1289 
Vertne : every wertzous aRion 
hath a double ſhadow plory 
andenvy; [:f {2 49 
Fertne not looke upon alike 
with all eyes, 815 
Every vertue a diſgrace when 
every vice hath a title, 827 
Thoſe men are worſe than de- 
vils that hate men for verrac. 
Fertne, what great riches i: A 
$ 

Veſtals ; Prettily deſcribed. ou 
Vexatvon : there is nothing that 
can bee a greater vexation to 
the wicked, than the proſpe- 
city of Gods Church 1326 
Vice :' Every vice hath 'a title, 
| when every vertlic hath a 
ns. Tt : - 827 
Yutory : The viftories of -God 
goe-not' by ſtrength, but by 
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Vnanimity : it is not inthe grea-} 


/  teft -Eccleſialticall affemblics | 
eyeranargument of truth, 
| 1219 
Vzgod/ineſſe : An unmannerly 
goaleſneſſeto take Gods crea-| 
tures without his leave. 1026 
Jyztie - the Trinities ſound to 
w118t8e, was, 516 
Of the Romaniſts charging of 
us of renting the ſeamcleſle | 
coat of Chrilt. bid 
We cleared thereof in a very 
pretty {tory 5l7 
Where God »mwteth hearts, 
carnall reſpe&s are too weake 


rodiſlever them. 1055 
Vnthankefulneſſe: It 18 not i ge- 
nerous natures. 1149 


Vnthrift : his Character. 179 
Vuworthy : itis no {mall miſery 
tobe obliged to the wnworthy. 


| men may not bee aſhamed of 
honelt vocatrows. $31 
Vow : leptha's wow, - g61 


Vowes arelike Sents. #4 
An unlawful vow not to bce 
kept, 963 


The obligation of a. ſecret 
Vow, - 1002 / 
How facred our vow ſhould 


on T 
Pocatien : vide Ca/ling : Honelt | 


be inthings juſt and ape. 
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demne Davids wantonnefle. 

1104 
V/[e:1t makes maſterdone. ' 4 32 
Vzzah : And the Arke. 410y3 
Of his death, and pretty ob- 


His ſinne. 12. 6bid.. 
Vzziah: Leprous.. 1283 
His'/pride, -:: 1284 


A ſingular and patheticalt di- 
ſwaſton of him from pros 
ning the Temple, - -/'#61d. 
His oppoſing of ir; -- © #14. 
His acknowledgement of 
Gods / juſt judgment npen 
them. 1285 


| NV i : There is no want 
V for which a man __ 
not find a remedy in himſelfe 
EXCept grace. 49 
Want meeting with impati- 

' ent minds haw ut tranſports, 
847 

Want oune(e ; our wantonneſſe 11 
enjoyment of the Word 
notably expreſſed. 
No fin more plauſible than it, 
| 897 
Warre: Their names and cenſure 
who hold that war is forbid- 
den nnder the Goſpel. 414 


ent. | 1037 | Ware:ltisanoble difpoſition 
Raſh vowes ſeldome freefrom | -inavidor,ro call-for ceſſation 
inconveniences. 014. | '- of marre. | 1c87 
Of Davids Yow;' -,:'' 1073 | Deathis added unto werre. 

| Pprightneſſe...: Many profeſle it, | + 2328 
who are all guile. .- 273 | FParfare : Our ſpirituall warfre 

A true note of an upright þ admits no intermiſſion. ' 129 
heart. 293 | #arning: Not taken 1s a preſage 
Friah : Of him, and David, and | of deſtration. 977 
Bathſheba, _ 1102 | Nowarningwill ſerve the vb- 
How his auſterity doth con- | durate heart. 1023 


{ervations: thereon. .13094 | Warrant : A note for doing KN- 


4 | wicked: vide ſin and wickedneſſe: 


It is no {mall mercy of God 
to-give us warring of our 
death. 1295 | 
Warning is a lawfull guard to 
a Wile adverſary. 1327 
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warrantable ations. 981 
Watchman: It is all one to havea 
blind and a mute Yatchmar, 
1267 
Watchinrg:Watching and praying 
are the ſafety of the City. 
| 1327 
Wayes : A Chriſtian in all his 
waies muſt have three guides. 
Firſt, Truth. Secondly, Cha- 
rity. Thirdly, Wiſdome. 
127 
Feakeneſſe: Wherefore ſerve 
the examples of the 'weake. 
TY 1971 
Wealth, vid. Riches: World! 
wealth, how to be cſtee nd 
668 
The ſtrangeneſle of a wealthy 
mans being-proud, and that 
in tworeſpets. 669 
No. judging of men by their 
purſes, 1070 
Fhite: It was ever thecolour of 
joy, and linnen was light for 
uſe. p 10y6 
Wwhitakers commended, 362 
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Fife : How ſhe muſt carie her | 


There muſt bee in warretwo 
grounds,twodireQors. 161d, 
Warres miſery deſcribed. q4 3 
' There is no warring againſt 


A good rule to be obſerved in 
the ſucceſſe, - or want of ſuc- 
ceſle in warre. gi 
To make warre any other but 
{ Our laſt remedy 1s not cou- 
rage,but cruelty in Gods ſight 

| | | 962 
Nt fiiry bttt diſcretion muſt 
be the guide of war, . 1028 


God, gi 


ſpectacles. TL 
No marvel of the wicked mans 
peace. 1d, 
The wicked afraid of every 
thing. 26 
The wicked owe themſelves 
tothe good. 798 
Wickedneſſe is ever cowardly. 

825 


The wicked in their proſpert- 
ty will hardly give God his 
oOwne, 35 
The company of the w:cked 
dangerous, . 883 
The wicked never care for 
obſerving Gods judgements 
untill themſelves be touched. 
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Will:The will of God 1s the rule 


| 


Wickeaxcſſe meeting with 
power what irde&th. Y 


- Ris not enough to' gaze: dh 


the wickedneſſe of the times, 
Except we {et tod to redrelle | 


It. +." 2. OG 
When God 'by the wicked | 
hath beaten his childreti he | 
will lurne the Rod. ... 941 
It 15 no thankes to themſelves 
that wicked men cannot: be 
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